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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I was ab-
sent during Roll Call votes No. 300, and No. 
301 due to my spouse’s health situation in 
California. Had I been present, I would have 
voted Yea on H.R. 2292—To extend a project 
of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
involving the Cannonsville Dam. I would have 
also voted Yea on H.R. 2457—J. Bennett 
Johnston Waterway Hydropower Extension 
Act of 2017. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES 
DONALD GRAY III 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a long-time member of my team 
here in my Washington, D.C. office. Today 
marks Jim Gray’s last day with our office, after 
years of service that began when he was just 
an intern in my first term. Jim returned to my 
office as a staff assistant even before he had 
graduated from the University of Maryland, 
and balanced the demands of life on Capitol 
Hill against the completion of his academic 
course of study. Jim has always brought to my 
team a commitment to service and a relent-
less desire to get the job done. 

Jim rose through the ranks to become one 
of my most trusted policy advisors, handling a 
broad policy portfolio including trade, defense 
and foreign affairs. He’ll soon be departing 
Washington for sunny South Carolina, and I 
wish him the best. I know his parents, James 
Donald Gray Jr. and Teresa, and his sister 
Lindsay, are proud of him. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ANDREA 
LUNA CERVANTES’ RECEIPT OF 
THE 2017 HAMILTON SCHOLARS 
AWARD 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize Ms. Andrea Luna Cervantes of 
Yuma, Arizona. Andrea is an accomplished 
and dedicated student who has devoted tre-
mendous amounts of time and energy to her 
studies and to improving her community. I am 
excited to announce that Andrea is one of 35 
national recipients of the 2017 Hamilton Schol-
ars Award for outstanding academic accom-
plishments and community service. Her work 

ethic, academic aptitude and ability to connect 
with people of all ages renders her receipt of 
this award no surprise. 

Currently, Andrea is a rising senior at Yuma 
High School, where she is well on her way to 
becoming a productive service leader. In 
reaching this point, she has overcome many 
hardships through determination and a sup-
portive community. I fully expect she will con-
tinue to grow into a productive and engaged 
citizen—exactly the kind of leader our society 
is in need of. 

Those who know Andrea recognize that she 
has the natural ability to reach out and con-
nect with people of all backgrounds. Included 
amongst her work in the community is her 
service as the Vice President of Junior State 
of America (JSA)—an American non-partisan 
youth organization that helps high school stu-
dents acquire leadership skills and the req-
uisite skills to be effective debaters and civic 
participants. She also serves as the President 
of her chapter of the National Honor Society— 
an academic membership-based organization 
that fosters a commitment to academic excel-
lence. Andrea has competed at high levels of 
debate moderation and math competitions, 
and was a participant in the selective Yuma 
Youth Leadership program. 

Andrea is an ambitious, high-achieving 
young woman. She embodies the characteris-
tics which, when cultivated, give rise to the 
best of our society’s leaders. It is an honor of 
mine to recognize this Hamilton Scholar, and 
I expect only the best from Andrea’s future en-
deavors. 

f 

U.S. WWII MIA RECOVERY 
OPERATIONS IN INDIA 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to the ongoing and long-standing 
efforts to recover the remains of American 
service members who served during World 
War II in northeast India. 

These service members remain missing in 
action to this day and they deserve a proper 
burial. 

During World War II, the United States flew 
hundreds of supply missions on a route that 
included flight paths directly over the 
Himalayas through enemy territory from India 
to China. 

Given these treacherous routes and haz-
ardous flying conditions, the United States 
took heavy causalities. 

To this day Mr. Speaker, U.S. airmen re-
main unrecovered and unburied. 

Efforts to locate and document these crash 
sites have been intermittently undertaken by 
both private citizens and the U.S. Department 
of Defense. 

Over the years, in addition to these docu-
mentation efforts, the Governments of the 

United States and India have worked together 
to recover our service members. 

However Mr. Speaker, the tempo of recov-
ery operations could be categorized as slow at 
best for a variety of reasons, leaving the fami-
lies of the deceased without closure. 

Part of the problem involves the challenging 
conditions in which these crash sites are lo-
cated—some have been located on the Hima-
layan mountainsides at altitudes approaching 
10,000 feet. 

Unfortunately Mr. Speaker, the single larg-
est impediment to these recovery operations 
came when the Government of India placed a 
de facto moratorium on operations in 
Arunachal Pradesh for the vast majority of 
2010 until 2015. 

It should be noted during this time, that 
Leon Panetta, who at the time was Secretary 
of Defense, visited India and was able to se-
cure permission for the Joint POW/MIA Ac-
counting Command to recover remains and 
bring them back to the United States. The 
spirit of this agreement lives on today. 

In early 2016, then-Secretary of Defense 
Ash Carter participated in a repatriation cere-
mony in New Delhi which highlighted a recov-
ery operation undertaken by the Joint POW/ 
MIA Account Command at the end of 2015. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States and India 
today enjoy ever-increasing defense and secu-
rity ties that underscore our strategic partner-
ship. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on 
India and Indian Americans, I urge the Gov-
ernments of the United States and India to in-
crease their collaboration and accelerate the 
recovery of these remains. The families of 
those lost during World War II deserve clo-
sure. We need to bring our airmen home. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RICHARD J. SLOMA 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Colonel Richard J. Sloma, a Syra-
cuse native and second-generation Polish- 
American, who has dedicated much of his 
adult life to serving this great country and our 
community. Colonel Sloma enlisted in the U.S. 
Army Reserve upon graduating high school 
and later went on to obtain his bachelor’s de-
gree from SUNY Oswego and his master’s de-
gree from the University at Albany. Colonel 
Sloma is currently a member of the Polish Le-
gion of American Veterans—Post 14, the Syr-
acuse Polish Home, the Polish American His-
torical Association, and serves as an Archivist 
for the New York State Archives in Albany. 

This year, Colonel Sloma will be honored at 
the 2017 Syracuse Polish Festival as the 
‘‘2017 Pole of the Year.’’ He will be recog-
nized for his dedicated service to our country. 

Colonel Sloma served on U.S. Army active 
duty assignments in New York State, North 
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Dakota, and Italy. Colonel Sloma then joined 
the New York Army National Guard and was 
deployed to Afghanistan with the 27th Infantry 
Brigade from Syracuse in 2008. There, Colo-
nel Sloma served as the Director of Intel-
ligence for the Task Force Phoenix in 
Kandahar. Colonel Sloma later retired in 2013 
with the rank of Colonel as the New York 
State Counterdrug Task Force Commander. 
Colonel Sloma had over 20 years of active 
duty experience and 31 years of total military 
experience, earning the Legion of Merit award, 
Bronze Star, Joint Meritorious Service Medal, 
Joint Commendation Medal, three Meritorious 
Medals, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, and 
the Airborne Badge. 

I am honored to recognize Colonel Richard 
J. Sloma for his service to our great nation 
and upon being named ‘‘2017 Pole of the 
Year’’ by the Syracuse Polish Scholarship 
Fund, Inc. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
WILLIAM H. HECHT 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life and public service of William 
H. Hecht. 

Born in Tifton, Georgia, Bill received a Mas-
ter’s of Divinity from Concordia Seminary in 
St. Louis, Missouri, and an M.A. in philosophy 
from Washington University. After serving as a 
Lutheran pastor at Faith Lutheran Church in 
Mt. Vernon, Illinois, he became a campus pas-
tor at the University of Oklahoma. 

Bill had a long history in both Missouri state 
politics and on the national stage in Wash-
ington, D.C. In 1967, he became the executive 
director of the Missouri State Republican 
Party. Two years later, he served as Vice 
President of the American Security Council, 
and in 1971 he became Executive Assistant to 
the Chairman of the House Committee on In-
ternal Security. After serving as an advisor 
and spokesman for the Reagan for President 
Campaign, Bill founded the respected govern-
ment relations firm Hecht, Spencer and Asso-
ciates in 1981. 

Bill was well known for his political camara-
derie and engaging conversation. He was a 
regular at the Capitol Hill Club, where he was 
respected by lawmakers for his sharp wit and 
political advice. Bill also took great pride in 
mentoring some of the brightest young minds 
in Washington, dedicating his time to getting 
to know countless young people and their 
families. Bill was always direct, and even in 
the digital media age he exemplified the value 
of authentic relationships and person-to-per-
son communication. 

Outside of politics, Bill was deeply dedicated 
to his family and friends. He was a devoted 
husband, proud father, and loving grandfather. 
Bill touched the lives of many and will be 
deeply missed by all who knew him. 

LAWRENCE ZHAO 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Lawrence Zhao, who is a 7th 
grade student at Next Generation School in 
Champaign, Illinois. Lawrence will be com-
peting in the 2017 National You Be the Chem-
ist Challenge. The You Be the Chemist Chal-
lenge is an interactive academic contest that 
invites students from all around the United 
States in Grades 5 to 8 to explore chemistry 
concepts and their real-world applications. 

Lawrence has advanced through many rig-
orous levels of competition over the past 
school year to qualify for the national competi-
tion, which is held Monday, June 19th, in 
Washington D.C. The competition starts out at 
a local level, where students participate indi-
vidually, with first the distribution of a quiz that 
relates to chemistry and those who pass it are 
eligible to participate in the local contest. The 
local contest consists of a quiz-bowl style for-
mat containing several rounds of multiple 
choice questions. 

Lawrence won the local challenge and had 
the opportunity to compete in a similar style 
state-wide competition. Having received the 
highest score at the state challenge, he ad-
vanced to the national challenge. I applaud 
Lawrence Zhao for his exemplary performance 
thus far, and I wish him the best of luck in not 
only the challenge, but all his future endeav-
ors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, due to a per-
sonal conflict, I was unable to make votes. 
Had I been present, I would have voted YEA 
on Roll Call No. 300, and YEA on Roll Call 
No. 301. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes Monday, June 12, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea on Roll Call 
votes 300 and 301. 

f 

HONORING THE WOMEN’S ENTER-
PRISE DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Women’s Enterprise Development 

Center (WEDC) based in Westchester County, 
New York, which is celebrating its 20th Anni-
versary on June 15th. 

Since its establishment in White Plains, NY, 
in 1997, the Women’s Enterprise Development 
Center has helped hundreds of aspiring entre-
preneurs start and grow their own businesses 
by providing them with training, advisory serv-
ices, and access to capital. The more than 
1600 graduates of WEDC’s 60-hour Entrepre-
neurship Program have achieved business 
success in many fields ranging from account-
ing to moving organic food products to con-
struction and landscaping to senior services. 
WEDC’s clients include women who lack ac-
cess to traditional business and financial re-
sources. In 2015 alone, WEDC provided 1,666 
motivated clients with the tools they needed to 
succeed. 

The accomplishments of WEDC have not 
gone unnoticed, and over the years it has 
gained support from the federal, state and 
local governments as well as major corpora-
tions such as IBM, M&T Bank, MasterCard, 
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, Verizon, 
and Wells Fargo. WEDC was recently des-
ignated as the New York Empire State Devel-
opment Entrepreneurial Assistance Program 
(EAP) Center for the Mid-Hudson Valley, and 
its work has been recognized by the County 
governments of Westchester and Rockland as 
well as the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion, which named it a Women’s Business 
Center in 2003. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have worked for 
the last two decades with Anne Janiak, a 
founder and the CEO of WEDC, and her team 
to support entrepreneurial women in New 
York’s Hudson Valley. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in applauding their 20 years of service 
to the Lower Hudson Valley and congratulate 
them as they celebrate this important anniver-
sary. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
during rollcall votes No. 300 and No. 301. Had 
I been present, I would have voted yea on roll-
call No. 300, and yea on rollcall No. 301. 

f 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA NATIONAL 
PARK SERVICE IMPROVEMENT 
ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duce the District of Columbia National Park 
Service Improvement Act, a bill that would 
clarify that D.C. has the authority to enter into 
cooperative management agreements (CMAs) 
with the National Park Service (NPS) to main-
tain and invest in NPS properties in the city. 
NPS is the steward for many of our country’s 
most beautiful natural wonders, but they are 
uniquely responsible for most of the small, 
urban parks here in the District. Given NPS’s 
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limited budget and resources, we should be 
encouraging local jurisdictions to work collabo-
ratively with NPS to make sure that our na-
tional parks are being cared for. States have 
already explored these opportunities, but my 
bill would remove any doubt that the District 
has the same authority as the states to enter 
into CMAs with NPS. 

The city already has plans to enter into a 
CMA with NPS to take over operational juris-
diction of Franklin Park, an NPS park in down-
town D.C. that has seen better days. The city 
plans to work with the Downtown Business Im-
provement District to transform the park to its 
former glory by ensuring regular maintenance 
and providing amenities such as food, gar-
dens, and other services. As the city’s down-
town core has grown to include more housing, 
businesses, and workers, the need for green 
space has also grown. The city’s plans for 
Franklin Park are a model for what can be 
done when local jurisdictions get creative 
about protecting and improving our nation’s 
parks. 

My bill is uncontroversial and simply clarifies 
that the District can provide financial support. 
to NPS in order to maintain their property. 
This is a win for the city, the federal govern-
ment, and all those who live in or visit the Dis-
trict and enjoy our NPS parks. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PAUL FLETCHER 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Paul Fletcher, a Naval Academy Ap-
pointee from Colorado’s Fourth Congressional 
District. I believe our greatest assets are 
America’s brave men and women in uniform. 
Paul is making an incredible sacrifice for our 
country and deserves our utmost support for 
his service. It is with great pleasure that I give 
him my endorsement to attend this prestigious 
institution. 

Paul has demonstrated excellent leadership 
and service, acting as the Founder and Presi-
dent of several school clubs, in addition to 
serving as captain of his school’s Wrestling 
Team. His exceptional athletic ability has been 
proven by his performance in wrestling and 
shooting sports. Paul was also a member of 
his high school’s chapter of the National 
Honor Society in which he served as the 
chapter’s Secretary. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than to those who fight to protect our freedom 
and liberty. I commend Paul and his family for 
their commitment. On behalf of the 4th Con-
gressional District of Colorado, I extend my 
best wishes to Paul. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Paul Fletcher as an appointee to the Naval 
Academy for his commitment to protect and 
serve our nation. 

CONGRATULATING JACIE KERSH 
FOR BEING NAMED THE WINNER 
OF DISTRICT 206’S GREAT 
GALESBURG SHAKE 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Jacie Kersh, a Galesburg High 
School senior, for being named the winner of 
District 205’s Great Galesburg Shake. 

The Great Galesburg Shake is an oppor-
tunity for young adults to demonstrate their 
manners and conversational skills in a profes-
sional environment. Thanks to this program, 
Jacie was able to learn important life skills 
such as engagement, confidence, a firm hand-
shake, manners and conversational skills that 
will allow her to grow, succeed and become a 
leader in our community. I would like to recog-
nize Jacie for standing out among the 120 stu-
dents who participated, and for her tremen-
dous composure which will serve her well in 
her bright future. I am proud to see such ac-
complished young individuals representing our 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to again formally 
congratulate Jacie Kersh on her incredible ac-
complishment, and I join the rest of our com-
munity in wishing her every success in the fu-
ture. 

f 

THE MEMBERS OF CONNECTICUT’S 
HOUSE DELEGATION HONOR 
RUDY BROWN ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to rise today and join my Connecticut col-
leagues, JOHN LARSON, JOE COURTNEY, JIM 
HIMES, and ELIZABETH ESTY, in extending our 
deepest thanks and sincere appreciation to 
Rudy Brown, who, after a thirty-one year ca-
reer with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, will be retiring later this year. As the 
government liaison for EPA’s Region 1 office, 
each of us has had the opportunity to work 
with Rudy on a variety of projects over the 
years and owe him a great debt of gratitude 
for all of his good work. 

In our roles as Members of Congress, we 
and our staffs deal with a number of federal 
agencies while working on behalf of our con-
stituents and yet it is rare to find someone like 
Rudy. His dedication and commitment to his 
work and helping to fulfill the mission of the 
EPA are second to none. He has met every 
challenge with a willingness to roll-up his 
sleeves and see what could be done, and al-
ways with a smile. 

In a career that has spanned over three 
decades, and with responsibilities to the six 
New-England States that make up EPA’s Re-
gion 1, Rudy has spent countless hours ensur-
ing that Congressional members and their 
staffs had the information and background 
they needed to address issues of concern to 
their residents. From large Superfund projects 
and issues concerning the Long Island Sound, 

to cornfields redevelopment and grant an-
nouncements, we and our staffs have always 
known that we could count on Rudy’s guid-
ance and have never doubted that he would 
provide us with the best possible information, 
even if it was not necessarily what we were 
hoping to hear—that is an invaluable resource 
when it comes to constituent service. 

As he comes up on his retirement, we stand 
together to say thank you to Rudy Brown— 
thank you for your thirty-one years of federal 
service, thank you for your unwavering com-
mitment, and thank you for making the time to 
ensure that we have been able to serve our 
constituents in the best possible way. We 
have no doubt that his wife and daughters are 
looking forward to spending more time with 
him and wish him all the best for many more 
years of health and happiness as he enjoys 
this next chapter of his life. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, on June 12, 
2017, I missed two votes due to a dental 
emergency. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: rollcall No. 300—Yea, and rollcall No. 
301—yea. 

f 

RECOGNIZING REVEREND DR. 
LOUIS E. SANDERS 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Reverend Dr. Louis E. Sanders, who is 
retiring this month from his position as Pastor 
of the St. Charles A.M.E. Zion Church in 
Sparkill, Rockland County, NY, in my District. 

Throughout his life, Reverend Sanders has 
been deeply involved in the church and the 
philosophical questions surrounding religion. 
As a young student in North Carolina, he was 
active in the Mt. Hebron A.M.E. Zion Church 
before earning a BS degree in Social Science 
from North Carolina A&T, and MA and MS de-
grees from the City University of New York. 
He also received a Master of Divinity degree 
from Union Theological Seminary and a Doc-
torate of Humane Letters from St. Thomas 
Aquinas College in Sparkill, NY. 

For the past 49 years, Reverend Sanders 
has served the people of New York’s Lower 
Hudson Valley. In 1968, he was hired by the 
Tuckahoe Board of Education in Eastchester, 
New York, where he taught Social Studies for 
30 years. He began his church ministry in 
1970 and preached at Greater Centennial 
A.M.E. Zion Church in Mount Vernon, NY. He 
would go on to serve various roles at church-
es throughout the Hudson Valley before being 
appointed Pastor of the St. Charles A.M.E. 
Zion Church in 1981. 

As Pastor, Reverend Sanders has increased 
church membership tenfold and extended its 
impact far into the community. He began a 
program to aid homeless children from Harlem 
in developing positive life attitudes, an SAT tu-
torial program for minority students, and an 
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HIV/AIDS awareness program that provided 
on-site testing and educational programs. He 
has been a major proponent of civil rights and 
hosted discussions on apartheid in South Afri-
ca and human rights in the former Soviet 
Union. As a result of these efforts, he was in-
ducted into the Rockland County Civil and 
Human Rights Hall of Fame in 2009, one of 
many well-deserved awards he has received. 

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Sanders has im-
proved the lives of countless people in his 
community and across the Lower Hudson Val-
ley. I urge my colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding his years of inspired leadership and 
dedicated service to the residents of Rockland 
County, the Lower Hudson Valley, and New 
York State. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MR. FERMON 
LEWIS RACHELS 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Fermon Lewis 
Rachels, a World War II veteran and out-
standing civil servant from my district who 
passed away in February of this year. 

A member of the Greatest Generation, Mr. 
Rachels was born July 14, 1927 in 
Wrightsville, Georgia. He courageously put his 
life on the line during World War II, serving as 
a technician, fourth grade in the United States 
Army and was one of the last 12,000 WWII 
veterans alive in Georgia. After leaving the 
Army, he served as a Trade Craftsman Super-
visor at the Georgia Department of Transpor-
tation, and at the time of his retirement, at age 
84, he was the oldest active employee in De-
partment of Transportation history. He was an 
active member of Brown Memorial Baptist 
Church and of the American Legion Post 
Number 44. Mr. Rachels was selected as 
Johnson County’s Man of the Year in 1985. 

Mr. Rachels is survived by his loving wife of 
68 years, Hazel Carroll Rachels, his son, 
Charles Lewis Rachels, his daughter, Sharon 
Rachels, four grandchildren, and three great- 
grandchildren. 

On behalf of the 10th District of Georgia and 
the United States of America, I want to extend 
my deepest gratitude and appreciation to Mr. 
Rachels and his family for his outstanding 
service to our nation and our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEANETTE 
STEERMAN 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Jeanette Steerman, a Naval Academy 
Appointee from Colorado’s Fourth Congres-
sional District. I believe our greatest assets 
are America’s brave men and women in uni-
form. Jeanette is making an incredible sac-
rifice for our country and deserves our utmost 

support for her service. It is with great pleas-
ure that I give her my endorsement to attend 
this prestigious institution. 

Jeanette has demonstrated excellent leader-
ship and a heart for public service as Class 
President, National Honor Society President, 
and 4–H President at her high school. She 
was also an active member and award winner 
of her high school’s FFA chapter, in which she 
held several leadership positions. Additionally, 
Jeanette qualified as an Honor Roll student for 
eight consecutive years and was given a vari-
ety of awards recognizing her outstanding 
academic achievements, including the Young 
Einstein Award. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than to those who fight to protect our freedom 
and liberty. I commend Jeanette and her fam-
ily for their commitment. On behalf ofthe 4th 
Congressional District of Colorado, I extend 
my best wishes to Jeanette. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Jeanette Steerman as an appointee to the 
Naval Academy for her commitment to protect 
and serve our nation. 

f 

PASSING OF CARDINAL LUBOMYR 
HUSAR 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, with deepest re-
gret and gratitude for his precious and sacrifi-
cial life, I wish to include in the RECORD a trib-
ute to the earthly life of Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar, a worldwide pillar of holiness, unity, 
and righteousness. Remembered for his un-
wavering commitment to defeat tyranny in 
Ukraine and beyond, we honor his legacy as 
an indomitable defender of global harmony 
and respect for life. 

Cardinal Husar’s tireless dedication to his 
faith helped revive the spirit of an aching peo-
ple. In an era fraught with division and ten-
sions, he fought to preserve Greek Orthodoxy 
in Ukraine, using its teachings to restore the 
identity and morale of the nation, and to in-
spire millions beyond. 

As he worked to bridge the fissures of a di-
vided world, Cardinal Husar courageously 
sought to remedy the upheaval of the last cen-
tury. Cardinal Husar welcomed John Paul II 
back to a former Soviet republic for the first 
time in a thousand years and helped strength-
en global interfaith cooperation. I was privi-
leged to be present at that magnificent and 
grand occasion during which a mass was of-
fered in open fields outside Kyiv, hundreds of 
chalices gleamed in the sun as the eastern 
and western Catholic traditions opened the 
event to people of all traditions. 

The Catholic Church in Poland was the 
vault of national memory and identity during 
the 123 years the nation was temporarily 
erased from the European map. Similarly, the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church led the archi-
val documentation of Ukraine’s national iden-
tity and aspiration during the decades Stalin 
tried to starve Ukraine into defeat. Stalin’s ef-
forts to erase the Ukrainian language, history 
and culture, failed because of the Church’s 
preservation. 

Cardinal Husar championed and supported 
the establishment of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University’s development in Lviv. Astoundingly, 
it is the only Catholic institution of higher 
learning in the former Soviet space, a credit to 
Cardinal Husar’s leadership. Even today, it re-
mains one of the pillars of higher education in 
Ukraine, uncorrupted by the grim Soviet leg-
acy. 

An enlightened figure, his temperance and 
compassion instilled significant progress in the 
greater reconciliation efforts underway. 

A national symbol, Cardinal Husar guided 
his homeland through an era of great uncer-
tainty, as it struggled to shed the horrors of 
the past and regained independence with the 
historic opportunity to build forward toward an 
open and more democratic society, and vital 
crossroads between East and West. Driven by 
his own internal moral compass, his teachings 
helped to usher in a new era of freedom and 
unity. He exuded eternal hope for his newly 
emancipated people. For the Cardinal, free-
dom itself was more than liberty; ultimately, it 
provided him ‘‘the opportunity to do good.’’ 

The last time I had the privilege of speaking 
with Cardinal Husar, his vision was failing him. 
But he was completely lucid and urged me to 
always maintain hope for the future. When he 
exited the meeting, he proceeded up the stair-
well of his residence with a lit candle in hand. 
That flame continues to burn bright in his 
memory. 

Cardinal Husar’s teachings have preserved 
a spirited and theological legacy instructing fu-
ture generations for years to come. May his 
teachings continue to inspire and involve our 
work every day towards a unified global com-
munity. Against all darkness, I am confident 
the light of Lubomyr Husar will continue to 
shine and endure. May his soul guide and pro-
tect his beloved homeland. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CANADA’S CONFED-
ERATION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the 150th Anniversary of 
Canada’s Confederation. 

As one of our closest allies and largest trad-
ing partners, our country shares a historic 
bond with the people of Canada. This connec-
tion is deeply felt by North Country residents, 
who hold strong economic and cultural ties 
with our neighbors across the border. 

In celebrating Canada’s foundation, it is only 
fitting that we also celebrate the nation’s first 
capital city; Kingston, Ontario. Located directly 
across the Saint Lawrence River from New 
York’s 21st district, the city holds an essential 
place in Canadian history; serving as the birth-
place of Canada’s first Prime Minister, John 
Alexander Macdonald. 

Congratulations to the people of Canada as 
they celebrate this remarkable milestone. I am 
confident that our unique and enduring friend-
ship will continue for many years to come. 
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CELEBRATING THE BROWARD 

COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH 
COURT’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Broward County Mental 
Health Court on celebrating its 20th Anniver-
sary on June 23, 2017. 

This year’s Anniversary will honor the 
Broward County Public Defender, Mr. Howard 
Finkelstein; the Honorable Dale Ross; the 
Broward Sheriff’s Office; the Broward Behav-
ioral Health Coalition; the United Way of 
Broward County; Henderson Behavioral 
Health; the Broward County Crime Commis-
sion; the Mental Health Association of South-
east Florida; and the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness Broward County. All of these 
outstanding individuals and organizations de-
serve this honor as they have devoted count-
less hours and years to helping those with 
mental illness navigate an often unforgiving 
criminal justice system. 

As we celebrate this august occasion, I 
would be remiss if I did not single out the ef-
forts of Judge Ginger Lerner-Wren. Judge 
Lerner-Wren was tasked with presiding over 
and administering our country’s first Mental 
Health Court in 1997, shortly after taking the 
bench. Since that time, she has been a leader 
in the field of Therapeutic Jurisprudence and 
the justice that emanates therefrom. Judge 
Lerner-Wren, and all those who work for the 
Mental Health Court, as well as those dedi-
cated to the cause of Therapeutic Jurispru-
dence really have one simple goal in mind— 
ensuring dignity for those suffering from men-
tal illness, who find themselves navigating our 
criminal justice system. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud all those associated 
with Broward County’s Mental Health Court 
over the past 20 years. Their work has made 
an important difference in the lives of those 
dealing with mental health issues, to their fam-
ilies, and our community. I wish the Court 
many more years of continued success, and 
look forward to championing their important 
work in Congress. 

f 

TRUMP CUTTING THE EPA 
WATERSENSE PROGRAM MAKES 
NO SENSE AT ALL 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
share with my colleagues a column written by 
Mary Ann Dickinson on the importance of the 
WaterSense program, which for ten years has 
saved consumers money and helped to con-
serve limited water resources. 

TRUMP CUTTING THE EPA WATERSENSE 
PROGRAM MAKES NO SENSE AT ALL 

(By Mary Ann Dickinson) 
President Trump promised clean water for 

all Americans while preserving our natural 
resources. Yet his recently announced 2018 
budget seeks to eliminate or drastically cur-
tail programs that do just that. 

It is especially perplexing to see EPA’s 
small but mighty WaterSense program on 
the chopping block. WaterSense, like its 
larger predecessor EnergyStar, is a vol-
untary water product-labeling program that 
partners with business and communities to 
enhance the market for water-efficient fix-
tures and appliances. In this way, 
WaterSense encourages consumers to pur-
chase products that save water and energy. 

In just ten years since its launch, the 
WaterSense program has already made valu-
able contributions to building water security 
for American communities. It has saved 
more than 1.5 trillion gallons of water, 
enough to serve all of California’s residents 
for a year. Those savings help protect the na-
tion’s water future—ensuring that more 
water is available for future generations, 
emergencies and our waterways. Less water 
used also means less energy used to heat, 
pump and treat water—thereby eliminating 
78 million metric tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions from our atmosphere. 

The blue and green WaterSense logo helps 
customers easily choose new toilets, 
showerheads, faucets and irrigation control-
lers that have been independently certified 
to perform as well as or better than standard 
models—while using at least 20 percent less 
water. 

That choice is good for American families 
that already spend an average of $1,100 per 
year on water. In fact, it has already saved 
consumers $32.6 billion in water and energy 
bills. With water rates rising each year, 
WaterSense can help families better manage 
their household expenses. 

But WaterSense isn’t just delivering more 
reliable and affordable water to consumers; 
it’s actually driving innovation and sup-
porting economic growth—goals at the core 
of Trump’s platform. 

Large American plumbing and irrigation 
manufacturers have seen their businesses 
grow by adding WaterSense-labeled products 
to their portfolios, while start-ups and 
smaller shops are getting their products to 
market more quickly, thanks to the clearly 
defined performance standards and certifi-
cation process in the WaterSense program. 
This has resulted in a competitive edge for 
companies manufacturing American-made 
WaterSense products. In addition, as water 
becomes more scarce and expensive, 
WaterSense can help all businesses reduce 
their operating costs and increase their resil-
iency by installing high-efficiency fixtures 
in their facilities. 

WaterSense isn’t a mandatory program or 
an example of overreaching and costly regu-
lations. It is a voluntary, public-private 
partnership program where businesses and 
communities opt in to participate. 

And they have overwhelmingly opted in. 
More than 1,700 partners build their busi-
nesses and support their communities by 
participating in the WaterSense program. 
Nearly 200 of them recently signed a letter 
asking EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt to 
continue to fund it into the future. 

So how much money is it? WaterSense 
costs taxpayers a mere $3.1 million per year 
to run—a meager federal expenditure for a 
significant economic benefit delivered to 
businesses and individuals. Continued public 
investment is key. A product labeling pro-
gram run by the private sector would lack 
objectivity and credibility to consumers. 

The WaterSense program is the best kind 
of government program. It leverages a small 
public investment into big savings for home-
owners and businesses, while ensuring secure 
and sustainable water supplies. Let’s make 
sure it stays in the 2018 budget. 

HONORING LOUIS S. D’ANTONIO ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to join family, 
friends, and colleagues in paying tribute to 
Louis S. D’Antonio as he marks his retirement 
after more than three decades with Gateway 
Community College. 

A native of New Haven, Lou has dedicated 
a lifetime of service to our community. Fol-
lowing his graduation from New Haven public 
schools, Lou earned both his bachelor and 
master’s degrees at Fairfield University. I had 
the good fortune to get to know Lou when we 
worked together for Community Progress Inc., 
an anti-poverty agency focused on education 
and employment. From his earliest days, Lou 
understood the critical connection between 
education and the workforce. Prior to joining 
Gateway, Lou also held positions with the 
New Haven Office of Manpower and the New 
Haven Employment and Training Administra-
tion. 

Lou began his career with Gateway Com-
munity College, known then as South Central 
Community College, in 1981 as the Director of 
Community Services and Continuing Edu-
cation. He soon became Associate Dean of 
Community Affairs and in 1989 was appointed 
to his current position as Dean of Administra-
tive Affairs. In this capacity, Lou was respon-
sible for the oversight of a myriad of adminis-
trative and financial support services including 
facilities, maintenance and event manage-
ment, financial affairs, information technology, 
institutional research as well as safety and se-
curity. At its core, Lou ensured that the cam-
pus was prepared to meet the demands of 
faculty, students, and the community. 

Lou’s contributions to Gateway have been 
innumerable. His brought a unique perspective 
to various college committees including the 
health and safety committee as well as the 
NEASC committee. He represented the col-
lege as a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Greater New Haven Chamber of Com-
merce and the Personnel and Finance Com-
mittee of Workforce Alliance. And in what has 
been the singularly most transformative meas-
ure for Gateway, Lou headed up the Building 
Committee for its new downtown campus 
which opened in 2015. The development of 
this state-of-the-art campus has ensured that 
Gateway Community College is ready to help 
prepare its students for the 21st century work-
force today and for decades to come. 

Today, as he celebrates his retirement after 
a distinguished career, I am honored to have 
this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks 
and heartfelt congratulations to Louis S. 
D’Antonio for all of his good work on behalf of 
Gateway Community College and the City of 
New Haven. I wish Lou and his wife, Adri-
enne, as well as their five children, Robert, 
Daniel, Lisa, Amy and Lisa; and their seven 
grandchildren the very best for many more 
years of health and happiness as they enjoy 
this next chapter. 
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HONORING RUDY CASTRO 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to honor the life of Rudy Cas-
tro—a Marine Corps veteran, devoted educa-
tor, civic leader, and lifelong baseball player 
and coach. 

Rudy was born and raised in Barrio Anita in 
Tucson, attended Davis Elementary, Roskruge 
Jr. High and graduated from Tucson High 
School in 1949. Since his first days playing 
with friends in Oury Park, Rudy’s talent for 
baseball was clear; even at a young age, 
Rudy could be found playing with kids five 
years older than him just to find a challenge, 
and was so talented that he started playing 
with the Tucson High School varsity baseball 
team in 7th grade. 

Rudy’s remarkable athletic abilities were not 
just restricted to baseball—in high school, 
Rudy played football, baseball, and basketball, 
leading his teams to several championships all 
while serving on his school’s student council 
and maintaining a high GPA. This earned him 
the attention of the baseball coach of Palo 
Verde Junior College who promptly offered 
him a baseball scholarship. 

Rudy initially turned down the offer so that 
he could find a job and help support his fam-
ily. Fortunately, when his mother heard about 
the scholarship, she immediately packed 
Rudy’s bags for him. After just two years of 
junior college, Rudy joined the Marine Corps 
during the Korean War and served in the infa-
mous ‘‘E Company’’ for the next four years. 

In 1951, Rudy and 100 other young service-
men tried out for the Camp Pendleton Base-
ball team, and Rudy was one of just 20 to 
make the cut. After touring with his team 
across the country and winning All-Marine 
honors as an outstanding shortstop, Rudy 
went back to school to play baseball at the 
University of Arizona on another full-ride 
scholarship. After graduating, Rudy began his 
career as a teacher, teaching at Safford Junior 
High, Roskruge K–8, and finally became the 
baseball coach at Cholla High School. 

After returning to school for a dual master’s 
degree, Rudy was named Director of the Ex-
tended Day School at Tucson High School, 
where he spent a decade encouraging stu-
dents to keep working toward obtaining their 
diplomas. He was a devoted coach and teach-
er even outside of school, spending his sum-
mers and free time coaching baseball and vol-
unteering as a referee and umpire for high 
school games. In addition, he is remembered 
by his former players and students as a per-
son who was always willing to listen to their 
problems and offer them advice as they be-
came older. 

A prominent member of the Tucson political 
community as well, Rudy served as a Tucson 
City Councilman for nine years, as well as 
serving on the Selective Service Board, Pima 
County Grievance Committee, and as the first 
chairman of the Pima County Sports Authority. 
In retirement, Rudy played baseball well into 
his 70’s, earning him membership in the Sen-
ior League Baseball Hall of Fame and the 
Southern Pima County Sports Hall of Fame. 
As a political leader, education advocate, 
friend, and father, Rudy made a huge impact 

on many lives and on the Tucson community 
at large—his passion for life and love for the 
people around him will never be forgotten. 

He is survived by his wife, Carol; daughter, 
Linda (Tom) Spencer and son Rudy; daugh-
ters, Julie and Celina; sister, Alice Rice; broth-
er, Rick (Helen) Acedo and half-brother, Al-
bert; grandchildren, KC McCall, and Holly and 
Thomas Bolen as well as many other loving 
relatives. Rudy Castro’s life is part of the 
unique and special character of Tucson, just 
as Rudy was a unique and special character 
himself. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FRANK J. 
HOSO, JR. 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Frank J. Hoso, Jr. who 
passed away on Friday, June 2, 2017. He was 
surrounded by his loving family. He leaves his 
wife Sylvia and 9 children behind. 

Frank was born on May 17, 1934 in Niles, 
Ohio, and he remained a lifelong resident of 
Niles. Frank was a 1952 graduate of St. 
Mary’s High School and then continued on to 
pursue a Bachelor Degree in Education at 
Kent State University. Frank also coura-
geously served our country in the United 
States Army Reserves. After leaving the Army, 
he went on to earn a Master Degree in Edu-
cation in 1968 from Westminster College, and 
he took additional Post Graduate classes at 
Youngstown State University. Frank was mar-
ried to wife Sylvia for 57 years, and together 
they shared 12 adoring children. 

Frank worked as a teacher for much of his 
career. He began teaching junior high at 
Saints Peter and Paul School from 1959–1969 
before going on to teach for 39 years at War-
ren City Schools. Even after he retired as a 
full-time teacher, he continued to assist as a 
substitute teacher. 

Frank was also an active member of his 
community. He served with the United States 
Army Reserves for five years before being 
honorably discharged on November 20, 1962 
with the rank of Corporal. Additionally, he was 
a faithful member of Saints Peter and Paul 
Byzantine Catholic Church in Warren, where 
he tended to the parish cemetery. 

I extend my deepest condolences to Frank’s 
family and friends. He was a wonderful man 
who leaves behind an extensive legacy. He 
will be dearly missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KATHERINE 
MURPHY 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Katherine Murphy, a West Point Ap-
pointee from Colorado’s Fourth Congressional 
district. I believe our greatest assets are 
America’s brave men and women in uniform. 
Katherine is making an incredible sacrifice for 
our country and deserves our utmost support 

for her service. It is with great pleasure that I 
give her my endorsement to attend this pres-
tigious institution. 

Katherine has demonstrated her commit-
ment to public service through her involvement 
in Student Government, Student Council, and 
Community Service Club. She was an active 
member of her high school’s chapter of the 
National Honor Society as well as the Spanish 
National Honor Society. Additionally, in rec-
ognition of her outstanding athletic and aca-
demic achievements, Katherine was named 
‘‘Rookie of the Year’’ for the Varsity Cross 
Country team and received the Colorado Girls 
State Outstanding Citizen Award. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than to those who fight to protect our freedom 
and liberty. I commend Katherine and her fam-
ily for their commitment. On behalf of the 4th 
Congressional District of Colorado, I extend 
my best wishes to Katherine. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Katherine Murphy as an appointee to West 
Point for her commitment to protect and serve 
our nation. 

f 

HONORING DR. ANTOINETTE 
IADAROLA ON THE OCCASION OF 
HER RETIREMENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with my 
sincere thanks and heartfelt congratulations 
that I rise today to join staff, faculty, students, 
board members, and alumnae in paying tribute 
to Dr. Antoinette ‘‘Toni’’ Iadarola, President of 
Lauralton Hall, as she marks her retirement 
from an auspicious career in education and 
administration. Toni’s leadership and vision 
over the course of her tenure as President has 
ensured that Lauralton Hall will continue to 
meet its mission of empowering young women 
for life. 

Toni earned her bachelor’s degree in history 
and political science at St. Joseph College, 
her master’s and doctoral degrees in Euro-
pean diplomatic history from Georgetown Uni-
versity, and post-doctoral grants for studies at 
Yale and Fordham Universities. A former Ful-
bright scholar associated with Oxford Univer-
sity, Toni held an impressive list of academic 
and administrative posts before coming to 
Lauralton Hall; Chair of the History Depart-
ment and Coordinator of Women Studies at 
Saint Joseph College in Connecticut, Dean of 
Faculty at the College of Mt. St. Joseph in 
Ohio, and Provost at Colby-Sawyer in New 
Hampshire, and 16 years as President and 
Professor of History of Cabrini College. 

Toni’s background extends far beyond aca-
demia. Her passion for community service led 
to her participation as a volunteer consultant 
on several projects funded by the State De-
partment: working with women NGOs in 
Belarus, discussing privatization issues in 
higher education in Russia, Kazachstan and 
Kyrkystan. She was also invited to the United 
Nations to serve on the Commission for Disar-
mament Education, Conflict Resolution and 
Peace, an NGO established by the Inter-
national Association of University Presidents, 
presenting on behalf of the Commission in 
South Africa, Australia, and Thailand. Toni has 
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also done volunteer work in orphanages in 
Swaziland and Guyana. 

It was this awe-inspiring world of experi-
ences that she brought with her as she took 
the helm at Lauralton Hall in 2009 and that 
she has shared with faculty, staff, and stu-
dents. Over the course of her eight-year ten-
ure as President, she has focused her atten-
tion on modernizing the campus, which has 
not only met the needs of today’s educators 
and students, but has made Lauralton Hall 
more competitive as a whole. The creation of 
an Internet Cafe, a Center for Guidance and 
College Planning, the addition of an athletic 
practice field, classroom renovations to ac-
commodate today’s technologies, and the con-
version of the carriage barn for the music pro-
gram are just some of the projects that have 
been started or completed under her guiding 
hand. Toni has given Lauralton Hall a solid 
foundation on which to continue its success in 
preparing young women for their future suc-
cess. 

I would be remiss if I did not extend a spe-
cial note of thanks to Toni for her friendship 
over the years. Lauralton Hall holds a special 
place in my heart—some of my fondest 
memories are of my time there. It has been an 
honor and privilege to work with Toni to build 
on the school’s 108-year history and the in-
credible impact it has had on the young 
women who have matriculated there. 

As an alumnus of Lauralton Hall and as a 
friend, I am honored to stand today to express 
my deepest gratitude to Dr. Antoinette 
Iadarola for her outstanding contributions as 
President of Lauralton Hall. She leaves a leg-
acy that will continue to inspire staff, faculty, 
students, and alumnae alike. I wish her all the 
best for many more years of health and happi-
ness as she enjoys her retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MOUNTAIN LAKE PBS 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the Public Broadcasting 
Service of Mountain Lake on their 40th Anni-
versary. 

The Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) is a 
non-profit organization with a mission of en-
riching and inspiring communities around the 
country. Through its 350 member stations, 
PBS is able to provide television and radio 
programming for all ages, ranging from local 
and national news, to educational shows for 
both children and adults. Reaching 82 percent 
of all American households, the work of PBS 
allows people from all walks of life to experi-
ence a broader world. 

In my district, Mountain Lake PBS serves an 
especially important role, bringing news and 
entertainment to the people of Upstate New 
York, Vermont, Quebec, and Ontario. Their 
work has greatly expanded the options avail-
able to North Country residents, whether they 
are parents looking for fun and informational 
programming for their children, or adults look-
ing for more choices in news or recreation. 

I would like to thank Mountain Lake PBS for 
making the betterment of our community a pri-
ority during their 40 years of broadcasting. 

HONORING JACK HEALY 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Jack Healy, former Presi-
dent and CEO of the Massachusetts Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership, who passed 
away in late April. The City of Worcester was 
shaped by its manufacturing heritage, and 
thanks to Jack, manufacturing remains a part 
of Worcester’s future. I had the pleasure of 
working with Jack for many years and was 
proud to call him a partner in revitalizing our 
manufacturing base and creating good paying 
jobs across Massachusetts. 

In 1999, after a long and successful career 
at Presmet Corp., LEGO Systems, Squibb- 
Beech-Nut Inc. and the Wellesley Group, Jack 
founded MassMEP to help manufacturers 
adapt to the evolving economic climate. Under 
Jack’s guidance, many in-state manufacturers 
successfully pivoted to advanced manufac-
turing and management practices that helped 
them not only survive, but also grow. 

Jack and MassMEP, through initiatives like 
the award-winning Mobile Outreach Skills 
Training (M.O.S.T.) Program, helped compa-
nies to compete with foreign advanced manu-
facturers by closing the skills gap, proving 
training and creating employment opportunities 
for people with little to no manufacturing expe-
rience. Thanks to the tireless work and dedi-
cation of Jack and the others at the Partner-
ship, MassMEP has helped to create thou-
sands of new jobs and has been recognized 
as a leader in manufacturing competitiveness. 
It’s no wonder why Jack is known as the 
‘‘voice of manufacturing’’ in Massachusetts. 

Beyond his work with MassMEP, the City of 
Worcester is indebted to Jack for the key role 
he played in the ‘‘Manufacturing Our Future’’ 
effort in Central Massachusetts. These annual 
summits fostered partnerships between indus-
try, academia, and government that have sig-
nificantly advanced local manufacturing com-
petitiveness. Notably, this partnership is re-
sponsible for developing Worcester’s Gateway 
Park, formerly an underused, 11-acre indus-
trial area, into a beautiful bioengineering re-
search complex that is attracting significant 
private investment and generating hundreds of 
new jobs. 

Jack had a razor sharp Irish wit matched 
with a New York City toughness that barely 
covered a heart of gold. His epic battles over 
federal funding for MassMEP are legendary, 
and showed what a tenacious and relentless 
advocate Jack was for the organization he led. 
He was among the most loyal and thoughtful 
business leaders I encountered, and he coun-
seled and helped countless small manufactur-
ers transition into the new reality of lean, pre-
cision manufacturing. He never lost sight of 
the worker on the shop floor who needed re-
training and new job skills to survive and 
thrive in the age of automation. 

Jack was a wonderful husband, father, 
grandfather, and great grandfather. He will be 
dearly missed by his beloved wife of over 60 
years, Hilda, his children John, Robert, Mary, 
and Joseph, his son-in-law Dr. Mark Watkins, 
his daughters-in-law Grace, Paula, and Amy, 
and all of his grandchildren and great grand-
children. 

Jack was an incredible partner in revitalizing 
the Massachusetts manufacturing base, and 
I’m proud to have called him a friend. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the life of Jack Healy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JULIA WYATT 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Julia Wyatt, a West Point Appointee 
from Colorado’s Fourth Congressional district. 
I believe our greatest assets are America’s 
brave men and women in uniform. Julia is 
making an incredible sacrifice for our country 
and deserves our utmost support for her serv-
ice. It is with great pleasure that I give her my 
endorsement to attend this prestigious institu-
tion. 

Julia has demonstrated her commitment to 
public service, holding a variety of leadership 
positions in her high school’s chapter of the 
National Honor Society, Key Club, Leaders for 
Life, and Student Council. She also received 
numerous awards recognizing her outstanding 
athletic and academic achievements, including 
the Presidential Award, Honors Biology Aca-
demic Distinction Award, and Ironworks Aca-
demic Distinction Medal. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than to those who fight to protect our freedom 
and liberty. I commend Julia and her family for 
their commitment. On behalf of the 4th Con-
gressional District of Colorado, I extend my 
best wishes to Julia. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Julia Wyatt as an appointee to West Point for 
her commitment to protect and serve our na-
tion. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF LARRY SULC 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on June 7, 2017, a thoughtful memorial 
service was conducted by Dr. Carl J. Broggi at 
Arlington National Cemetery for American 
Hero Larry Sulc. 

The following obituary, published in The 
Washington Post on February 12, 2017, clear-
ly identifies his devotion to promoting freedom: 

Lawrence Bradley ‘‘Larry’’ Sulc, a former In-
telligence Officer and founder of the Nathan 
Hale Foundation, died February I, 2017, in 
Beaufort, SC, due to complications from Alz-
heimer’s disease. The son of an electrician 
who moved his family from New Jersey to the 
Panama Canal Zone during the Great Depres-
sion, Larry, and his older brother David grew 
up exploring the jungles of Panama. He was 
a proud ‘‘Canal Zone Boy.’’ In 1944, at 17, 
Larry joined the U.S. Navy and served in 
WWII in the Pacific theater. After graduating 
from Stanford, he was recruited by the CIA 
and served for 25 years in Latin America, Eu-
rope and the Far East. Early in his career as 
an operative, during the Korean War, he and 
future Commandant of the Marine Corps Rob-
ert Barrow, trained and led Nationalist Chinese 
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guerrillas, conducting raids on the Chinese 
coast and Chinese shipping drawing Com-
munist resources away from our boys in the 
Korean War. After retiring from the agency 
Larry served first in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives on the Foreign Affairs Committee 
staff, then as Executive Director, House Re-
publican Study Committee. He was later ap-
pointed by President Ronald Reagan as Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Department of State 
(Inter-Departmental Affairs, Bureau of Intel-
ligence and Research). After leaving public 
service, he consulted on matters of risk as-
sessment, corporate security, counterintel-
ligence and counterterrorism. Larry was pre-
deceased by his parents and his older brother, 
David. He is survived by his wife of 33 years, 
Jean Luena Mestres Sulc of St. Helena Island, 
SC and his four children from his first mar-
riage to Marian Sulc Scambos of Arlington, 
VA: Bradley Sulc (Carolyn), Wayne Sulc 
(Lourdes), Katherine Dwyer (Terrence) and 
Brian Sulc, residing in the Washington, DC 
capitol area. He is also survived by his 13 
grandchildren, Michael, Brian, Moriah, Jack-
son, Elizabeth, Savanna, Hunter, Maggie, Si-
erra, Sonora, Stephanie, Michelle and Bojan. 
Remembrances are welcomed and appre-
ciated for Victims of Communism Memorial 
Foundation, 300 New Jersey Avenue, NW 
Suite 900, Washington, DC 20001 and Com-
munity Bible Church’s, Mission Programs, 
P.O. Box 119, Beaufort, SC 29901. An 
inurnment ceremony will take place at Arling-
ton National Cemetery, at a later date. 

f 

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT CONGRES-
SIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AWARDS 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to law enforcement men and 
women who have provided distinctive service 
to the people of Florida’s 16th Congressional 
District. 

Law enforcement is a demanding profession 
that requires sacrifice, courage and a dedica-
tion to serve others. Every day, brave men 
and women put themselves in harm’s way to 
enforce the laws of our society and protect 
public safety. They deserve our gratitude and 
respect. 

Six years ago, I established the 16th District 
Congressional Law Enforcement Awards, 
CLEA, to give special recognition to law en-
forcement officers, departments, or units for 
exceptional achievement. 

This year, I will present congressional law 
enforcement awards to the following winners 
chosen by an independent panel comprised of 
current and retired law enforcement personnel 
representing a cross-section of the district’s 
law enforcement community. 

Officer Jason Nuttall of the Bradenton Police 
Department will receive the Dedication and 
Professionalism Award. 

Captain John Walsh, Captain Debra Kaspar, 
Lieutenant Jon Varley, Community Affairs Di-
rector Kaitlyn Perez, Deputy Phillip Mockler, 

Detective Tim Speth and Investigator Lynn 
Thomson of the Sarasota County Sheriff’s will 
receive the Dedication and Professionalism 
Award. 

Detective Richard Wilson of the Palmetto 
Police Department will receive the Dedication 
and Professionalism Award. 

Officer Alan Bores of the Holmes Beach Po-
lice Department will receive the Dedication 
and Professionalism Award. 

Detective Justin Warren of the Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Office will receive the Dedica-
tion and Professionalism Award. 

Sergeant Robert Armstrong of the Sarasota 
Police Department will receive the Dedication 
and Professionalism Award. 

Deputy Kevin Smetana of the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office will receive the Dedica-
tion and Professionalism Award. 

Master Sergeant George Taunton of The 
Florida Highway Patrol will receive the Career 
Service Award. 

Troopers Caleb Kerr and Trooper Brett 
Fitzpatrick of the Florida Highway Patrol will 
receive the Preservation of Life Award. 

Sergeant Patrick Roberts of the Florida 
Highway Patrol will receive the Above and Be-
yond the Call of Duty Award. 

Pastor Patrick Miller, Pastor Vincent Smith, 
Doctor Harriet Moore, Geoffry Gilot and Al- 
Muta Hawks all affiliated with the Boys and 
Girls Club of Sarasota will receive the Asso-
ciate Service Award. 

The Manatee County Special Investigations 
Division will receive the Unit Citation Award. 
The members of this unit are: Major William 
Jordan, Captain Todd Shear, Lieutenant An-
thony Carr, Division Secretary Toni Burton, 
Administrative Assistant Cindy Hoffman, Ser-
geant Jason Powell, Detective James Parrish, 
Detective Kim Zink, Detective Greg Dunlap, 
Detective Mike Diaz, Bruce Benjamin (Crime 
Stoppers), Amber Hoffman (Manager), Erica 
Chenard (UCR Coordinator), Criminal Analyst 
Ashley Eannarino, Criminal Analyst Elicia 
Main, Intel Analyst Don Brown, Criminal Ana-
lyst John Ferrito, Intel Analyst Elizabeth Thom-
as, Sergeant Evelio Perez, Detective Joseph 
Petta, Detective Justin Warren, Detective 
Derek Pollock, Detective Eric Davis, Detective 
Ray Richter, Detective Patrick Thames, Detec-
tive Scott Williamson, Sergeant Gary Combee, 
Detective William Freel, Detective Maria 
Gillum, Detective Bryce Wilhelm, Detective 
Jonathan Kruse, Sergeant Steve Barron, De-
tective Randall Walker, Detective Brian Beck, 
Detective Shayne Rousseau, Detective Jer-
emy Martin, Detective Robert Brigham, Ser-
geant Isaac Redmond, Detective Rafael 
Ortegon, Detective Christopher Gallagher, De-
tective Joel Taylor, Detective David Bocchino, 
and Detective Lourdes Santiago, Detective 
Aaron Bowling, Sergeant Brian Quiles, Detec-
tive Wendy Zarvis. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 225TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF MILTON 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the 225th Anniversary of 
Milton, New York. 

Located on Kayaderosseras Creek in the 
heart of Saratoga County, the town of Milton 
demonstrates the rich and evolving history of 
Upstate New York. Even before it was offi-
cially established on March 7, 1792, Milton’s 
forests and water supplies provided early pio-
neers with a fertile environment for their settle-
ments. Included amongst these early estab-
lishments were the water mills, which provided 
the town’s namesake and acted as a driving 
force for economic development into the 20th 
century. 

In 1948, the Kesselring Site of the Naval 
Nuclear Propulsion Program came to West 
Milton, becoming a major employer in the 
area. To this day, the site serves an important 
role in training the servicemen and women 
who operate our country’s nuclear powered 
submarines and aircraft. Many Milton residents 
also commute to New York’s Capital region, 
where they serve their community by working 
in local and state government. 

While continuing to grow and develop, the 
town of Milton provides valuable services and 
a strong sense of community to its residents. 
Milton has five established parks for outdoor 
recreation, as well as a variety of other rural 
recreation areas for people to enjoy. Addition-
ally, the town works with nearby Ballston Spa 
to preserve their shared environment and to 
care for the elderly in their populations. 

I would like to congratulate the town of Mil-
ton on its 225th Anniversary. In New York’s 
21st District, we are proud of this momentous 
occasion and look forward to the many years 
which lie ahead. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SEVEN HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS CHOSEN TO 
REPRESENT COLORADO AS DEL-
EGATES AT THE CONGRESS OF 
FUTURE SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY LEADERS 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize seven high school students who have 
been chosen to represent the state of Colo-
rado as delegates at the Congress of Future 
Science and Technology Leaders. The stu-
dents are Sebastian Comeaux, Dominic Plaia, 
Michael Bremd, Ethan Drake, Itzel Martinez 
Bernal, Crystal Kechter, and James Reeder. 

The Congress of Future Science and Tech-
nology Leaders is an honors program that rec-
ognizes exceptional high school students who 
are pursuing careers as engineers, scientists, 
or technologists. 

These students are the future leaders of the 
STEM fields and our country. Through their 
studies, they have embodied the meaning of 
hard work and perseverance to achieve their 
goals, and will advance science and tech-
nology for future generations. 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to recognize 
these students from the fourth district of Colo-
rado for their hard work and service to our 
community. I wish them the best in their future 
endeavors. 
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HONORING DORSEY L. KENDRICK, 

PH.D, PRESIDENT OF GATEWAY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE, ON THE 
OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found respect and admiration that I rise today 
to join family, friends, colleagues and commu-
nity leaders in extending my deepest thanks 
and appreciation to Dr. Dorsey L. Kendrick as 
she celebrates her retirement as President of 
Gateway Community College in New Haven, 
Connecticut. Over the course of her nearly two 
decades of leadership, Dorsey has both lit-
erally and figuratively changed the face of 
Gateway, leaving an indelible mark on the col-
lege and our community. 

Dorsey’s unique personal story is the core 
of her personal passion for education and cre-
ating opportunity for students. A native of 
Jackson, Tennessee, Dorsey was one of three 
African-American students—and the only 
woman—to initiate integration at Union Univer-
sity. After earning a Bachelor’s of Science de-
gree in business administration at Union, she 
went on to earn an M.S. in Business Adminis-
tration at Cardinal Stritch University and a 
Ph.D. in Philosophy in Higher Education from 
Walden University. She is also a graduate of 
the Institute of Education Management at Har-
vard University. Prior to appointment at Gate-
way, Dorsey was the first African-American 
woman to be named associate dean and then 
dean of the School of Business Management 
at Milwaukee Area Technical College. She 
later became the school’s executive vice-presi-
dent and the highest-ranking African-American 
woman in Wisconsin’s higher education sys-
tem. 

The legacy Dorsey leaves at Gateway Com-
munity College is nothing short of awe-inspir-
ing. In her first eight years at the helm. The 
school’s enrollment more than doubled and 
today Gateway is the largest of Connecticut’s 
twelve community colleges, serving more than 
12,000 undergraduates every year. Dorsey not 
only created a nursing program but under her 
leadership the college has bolstered program 
offerings in the fields of allied health, green 
technologies, the culinary arts, early childhood 
education, and business. She was one of the 
first to recognize the importance of working 
with local industries to develop curriculum and 
certificate programs that would ensure stu-
dents are prepared for the needs of the local 
job market. Perhaps her crowning achieve-
ment has been the creation the Gateway’s 
new campus in Downtown New Haven. The 
four-story, LEED Gold-certified complex 
opened in August 2012 and is home to ex-
traordinary classrooms and state-of-the-art 
labs, creating a learning environment that is 
second to none. 

During her tenure, I have had many oppor-
tunities to work with Dorsey and found a kin-
dred spirit in the effort to expand access to 
higher education, enable students to realize 
their full potential, and make their dreams a 
reality. From creating partnerships with local 
industries to prepare students for the jobs of 
today to providing resources to local veterans, 
and from addressing a nursing shortage to 
preparing students for a changing manufac-

turing sector, it has been my honor to work 
side by side with her. I cannot thank her 
enough for her friendship and counsel over 
the years. 

At her inauguration Dorsey stated ‘‘I plan to 
leave my footprints on this college’’—she has 
done that and so much more. She has created 
lasting partnerships on which Gateway Com-
munity College can build future success. Her 
advocacy and dedication has ensured that the 
doors of opportunity are open for Gateway’s 
students, and her innovative vision has cre-
ated a campus ready to prepare a 21st cen-
tury workforce. Though her retirement marks 
the end of an era, I have no doubt that Dorsey 
will continue to find ways to make a difference 
in our community. It is my great honor to rise 
today to thank Dr. Dorsey L. Kendrick for her 
outstanding leadership and invaluable con-
tributions to our community as well as extend 
my very best wishes to her for many more 
years of health and happiness as she begins 
this next chapter of her life. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, due to other 
commitments, I missed the following roll call 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
as follows: 

Roll Call No. 286, I would have voted yes, 
Roll Call No. 287, I would have voted yes. 

f 

HONORING THE STAFF AND COM-
MUNITY AT GOOD OLD LOWER 
EAST SIDE 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of the staff and community at Good 
Old Lower East Side (GOLES). Through tire-
less efforts, GOLES works to provide housing 
services for New York’s most vulnerable resi-
dents. On the occasion of their 39th Annual 
Celebration, let us pause to say thank you for 
such life-changing work. 

Founded in 1977, GOLES has seen the 
Lower East Side change through rapid 
gentrification. Facing a shifting landscape, 
many New Yorkers and small businesses 
have already lost or fear losing their homes. 

GOLES actively works to meet the chal-
lenges of gentrification by offering tenant 
rights and eviction prevention counseling, suc-
cessfully helping over 2,000 families avoid 
eviction each year. 

By working directly with community mem-
bers living in rent-regulated public housing, the 
staff at GOLES are committed to preserving 
affordable housing and diversity on the Lower 
East Side. 

It is my honor to salute and thank GOLES 
for helping to keep New Yorkers in the places 
they call home. My sincerest wishes for a joy-
ful and successful celebration and to many 
more years of groundbreaking work. 

RECOGNIZING FIVE HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS CHOSEN TO REP-
RESENT COLORADO AS DELE-
GATES AT THE CONGRESS FOR 
FUTURE MEDICAL LEADERS 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize five high school students who were se-
lected to represent the state of Colorado as 
delegates at the Congress for Future Medical 
Leaders. The students are Conor McDaniel, 
Mariah Pell, Robert Vanderschaaff, Keely 
Zeimet, and Hailey Archuleta. 

The Congress of Future Medical Leaders is 
an honors program that recognizes excep-
tional high school students who are pursuing 
careers as a physician or in medical research. 

These students are the future leaders of the 
medical field and our country. Through their 
studies, they have embodied the meaning of 
hard work and perseverance to achieve their 
goals, and will better the health of future gen-
erations. 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to recognize 
these students from the fourth district of Colo-
rado for their hard work and service to our 
community. I wish them the best in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

FINANCIAL CHOICE ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 10) to create 
hope and opportunity for investors, con-
sumers, and entrepreneurs by ending bail-
outs and Too Big to Fail, holding Wash-
ington and Wall Street accountable, elimi-
nating red tape to increase access to capital 
and credit, and repealing the provisions of 
the Dodd-Frank Act that make America less 
prosperous, less stable, and less free, and for 
other purposes: 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Chair, in 
the 9 year’s since the 2008 financial crisis, 
there’s a consensus that the crisis was caused 
by too much risk and lax regulation. Because 
of banks’ overinvestment in risky financial 
products, our country was plunged into the 
worst economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. 

Housing prices, where middle-class Ameri-
cans for decades have focused their invest-
ment, fell by more than 30 percent and an es-
timated 5.5 million more American jobs were 
lost to slow growth during the crisis. My home-
town of Houston, Texas, was further hit by the 
sudden fall of oil prices in 2014 and the at-
tendant layoffs and slowdown in the local 
economy, making it hard for my constituents 
to save, provide for their families, and plan for 
the future. 

Seven years after Dodd-Frank was enacted, 
our country is just now beginning to recover. 
Dodd-Frank was put in place to make sure 
that the conditions that led to the crisis cannot 
occur again. If the hardship suffered by the 
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millions of Americans who saw the value of 
their home and their retirement funds dis-
appear fails to convince my Republican col-
leagues of the need to make sure that banks 
cannot gamble with the money of middle-class 
Americans, it’s difficult to imagine what would. 

The CHOICE Act recreates the conditions 
that led to the 2008 crisis by allowing banks 
to again engage in risky investment behavior 
with their clients’ money, and limiting oversight 
of banks by the federal government. If a key 
financial institution like the Lehmann Brothers, 
whose collapse contributed to the severity of 
the crisis in 2008, again collapses, the 
CHOICE Act then limits the ability of the gov-
ernment to intervene to guard against a total 
collapse of the financial system. 

The assault that the CHOICE Act represents 
on the livelihood of middle and working class 
Americans isn’t limited to this. Although con-
sumer protection should be the most basic 
goal of all lawmakers, this bill subjugates con-
sumer protection and welfare to the banking 
and finance industry in two additional ways. 
First, it will gut the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau, the agency created by Dodd- 
Frank and tasked with protecting Americans 
from irresponsible or predatory behavior by fi-
nancial institutions. The CHOICE Act thus 
nearly eradicates the ability of the U.S. gov-
ernment to monitor the safety of financial 
products for everyday Americans, thus leaving 
a massive void in consumers’ daily lives, as fi-
nancial product offerings continue to expand 
and grow more and more complex and some-
times difficult to understand. 

The Wrong CHOICE Act will also nullify the 
much-needed fiduciary rule, allowing invest-
ment advisors to make decisions with the 
money of their clients that aren’t in their cli-
ents’ best interest. This is shameful, and will 
allow bad apple investment advisors to take 
advantage of often elderly clients who, under-
standably, assume that those investment advi-
sors will help them save for their retirement 
rather than put their own fees first. 

I ask my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle today to stand with our nation’s retirees 
and working families and vote down this irre-
sponsible bill. 

RECOGNIZING JAKE HANSEN 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. Jake Hansen, owner and founder 
of Bricktree Customs. 

Bricktree Customs, a custom LEGO Kit 
Company in Longmont, Colorado, was found-
ed by Jake in 2015, at the young age of 16. 
He has created over a dozen carnival-themed 
custom LEGO kits to date, all of which he de-
signed. Jake’s kits are available at local toy 
stores in Longmont, as well as online in a 
global marketplace. 

Entrepreneurs and small businesses are the 
backbone of our economy and communities. It 
is the ingenuity and hard work of Coloradans 
like Jake that make America a global leader. 
He has shown true creativity and innovation in 
his business and community. 

On behalf of the 4th Congressional District 
of Colorado, I extend my best wishes to Jake 
as he pursues his future undertakings. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr. 
Jake Hansen for his accomplishments. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MICHAEL SMITH 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Michael A. Smith, an outstanding 
member of a special family in the Shenandoah 
Valley, whose generosity of time, energy, and 
money has made a significant difference in the 
lives of my Shenandoah Valley constituents. 
Mr. Smith recently received the President’s 
Award of Shepherd University, in 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia, for his extraor-
dinary service and contributions to that univer-
sity. 

With the passing of their father, Gerald F. 
Smith, in 2003, Michael and his brother, Ger-
ald Smith, Jr. have led the family owned busi-
ness, Valley Proteins, Inc., through a period of 
remarkable growth. Established in 1949 by 
their grandfather, Clyde A. Smith, as a one- 

truck service for recycling waste meat byprod-
ucts and spent cooking oils, Valley Proteins is 
now one of the largest independent rendering 
companies in North America, operating 12 
plants in seven states. 

Although the Smith family enterprise has 
consumed most of the brothers’ time, they 
have both given back to the community in sig-
nificant ways. Michael has served as the 
President of the Winchester Youth Develop-
ment Center, which provides recreational and 
enrichment opportunities for the youth of Win-
chester, the Vice President of the Virginia 
Community College Foundation, which raises 
funds to provide access to post-secondary 
education to all Virginians, the Treasurer and 
Annual Giving Chairman for Powhatan School, 
and the President of the Board of Directors of 
the Upperville Colt and Horse Show. 

Since graduating from Shepherd University 
with a business degree in 1989, Michael Smith 
has also generously given of his time and 
money to his alma mater. Today, he is presi-
dent of the Shepherd University Foundation, 
which receives and administers private gifts 
for student scholarships, academic and pro-
gram support, faculty excellence awards and 
other university initiatives. In addition to start-
ing two endowed funds in the name of his 
grandfather and father, Smith assisted with the 
university’s efforts to create a school of busi-
ness, by issuing a generous challenge grant 
which resulted in the raising of more than 
$650,000 for the school. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in honoring Michael Smith, 
Vice President of Valley Proteins, Inc., for his 
special recognition from Shepherd University 
and his extraordinary contributions to the resi-
dents of the northern Shenandoah Valley and 
the people of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CARLOS CURBELO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
missed votes on account of my flight being 
cancelled from MIA–DCA. Had I been present, 
I would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 300 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 301. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:30 Jun 14, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A13JN8.034 E13JNPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-08T19:31:08-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




