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CONGRATULATING COLLEEN MUR-
RAY ON RECEIVING THE CON-
GRESSIONAL AWARD GOLD 
MEDAL 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Miami Springs resident Colleen 
Murray for her dedication to bettering our com-
munity and receiving Congress’s highest 
honor, the Congressional Award Gold Medal. 

To receive the Congressional Award Gold 
Medal, one must demonstrate immense dedi-
cation and be willing to sacrifice a great 
amount of time. All recipients must participate 
in 400 hours of voluntary community service, 
200 hours of personal development, 200 hours 
of physical activities, and an additional four 
night mission of their choosing. This is all 
done within a two year time frame. 

For Colleen’s public service, she chose to 
highlight her appreciation for classical music 
and opera. Colleen volunteered at local hos-
pitals and provided music therapy to patients. 
By utilizing her passion, Colleen not only im-
proved her musical skills but also helped oth-
ers in our community. Colleen incorporated 
her love of music for her personal develop-
ment requirement as well. She dedicated time 
to improve her harp skills in order to compete 
in regional and national competitions. Most no-
tably, she performed with the New World Sym-
phony. For her physical fitness requirement, 
Colleen built up her stamina and ran one mile 
at a consistent pace despite a persistent knee 
injury. 

As Colleen was nearing her goal, she had 
to complete her four days of exploration. With 
an interest in history, she visited a variety of 
sites in Tennessee, South Carolina and Geor-
gia, ranging from the Revolutionary War to the 
Civil Rights era. During the evening, Colleen 
stayed with local families to fully immerse her-
self in the experience. With all of the activities 
Colleen completed, she not only bettered the 
community, but herself. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to congratulate 
Colleen Murray on her accomplishment, and I 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
her outstanding achievement. It is an honor to 
know that Florida’s 25th District has an indi-
vidual with such a bright future. 

f 

BERNADETTE CHAMBERS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Bernadette 
Chambers for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Bernadette Chambers is a student at Man-
dalay Middle School and received this award 

because her determination and hard work 
have allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Bernadette 
Chambers is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ber-
nadette Chambers for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY’S 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of Focus on the 
Family, a vital American institution dedicated 
to preserving one of our country’s most 
foundational pillars—the family. 

Forty years ago, there were dire warning 
signs of the erosion of the family and the 
Judeo-Christian roots that have brought such 
benefit and blessing to the United States of 
America, and to the entire world. Dr. James 
Dobson saw these threats and could not ig-
nore them. 

In Psalm 11:3, King David asks, ‘‘When the 
foundations are being destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?’’ That question has been viewed 
by some as a lament—a rhetorical question 
that signals defeat or resignation. But others 
take it as a rallying cry—to weigh that ques-
tion, to search one’s heart, and to resolve to 
do something about the foundations that are 
being destroyed. 

It was in this spirit that Dr. James Dobson 
founded Focus on the Family. Instead of re-
treating or shrugging off the problem to the 
next generation, Focus on the Family has 
proven what the righteous can truly do. Under 
the vision and leadership of Dr. Dobson and 
more recently Jim Daly, by the grace of God, 
incredible things have been accomplished to 
preserve, promote, and protect the family. 

It would be impossible to quantify the full 
impact that Focus on the Family has had in 
our own nation as well as across the world. 
We do know that thousands of marriages have 
been revived, prodigal sons and daughters 
have been brought home, life changes have 
been successfully navigated, young adults 
have been equipped, children have been lov-
ingly discipled, and families have been en-
couraged and strengthened. 

I do want to highlight a significant impact 
that can be quantified. Through Focus on the 
Family’s Option Ultrasound, over 720 grants 
have been awarded to pregnancy centers to 
purchase ultrasound machines. As a direct re-

sult, over 382,000 lives have been saved by 
mothers choosing life over abortion. 

In Colorado Springs, our local pregnancy 
centers have benefitted greatly from the gen-
erosity of Focus on the Family. Many of the 
materials given to women facing unexpected 
pregnancies come from Focus. In fact, since 
Life Network obtained its very first ultrasound 
machine through Focus on the Family, over 
2000 women who have seen their babies on 
ultrasounds have chosen life. What an incalcu-
lable, multi-generational blessing. 

Although Focus on the Family was founded 
in California, we are glad that they saw the 
light and relocated to Colorado Springs when 
they did in 1991. I wonder for how many chil-
dren around the country—even the world— 
their first knowledge of Colorado Springs is 
through Adventures in Odyssey. 

It is truly a privilege to celebrate with Focus 
on the Family on the occasion of their 40th 
anniversary. Focus on the Family has fortified 
our families and our country, and for that, I am 
truly grateful. 

f 

PASSING OF WALKER A. WILLIAMS 

HON. KAREN BASS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor the life and memory of Walker Alex-
ander Williams. 

Born in East Orange, New Jersey in 1940, 
Walker lifted his eyes well beyond our shores 
and developed an international reputation as a 
businessman and an advocate for the African 
and Caribbean diaspora communities. His 
passion for economic empowerment led him to 
create Alternative Marketing Access, Leader-
ship Global (formerly Leadership Africa USA) 
and NiQuan Energy as platforms for develop-
ment. Walker leaves behind a legacy of uplift-
ing others and promoting the advancement of 
under-represented groups, especially those of 
African and African American descent. 

Walker also recognized the importance of 
training people to fill leadership roles and de-
veloping talent to serve in African political and 
economic contexts. He had a vision for devel-
oping countries in which their diverse commu-
nities and nations overall could reach their full 
potential. His distinguished career included 
testifying in Congress on ‘‘The Future of En-
ergy in Africa’’ where he urged this body to 
support and encourage partnerships to im-
prove Africa’s access to energy. He also pro-
vided vital leadership around the initial pas-
sage of the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act (AGOA), arranging several Congressional 
briefings for African Ambassadors, key mem-
bers of Congress, and Administration officials 
on AGOA and its potential effect on infrastruc-
ture, energy, agriculture, health, nutrition, and 
security. 

During his long career as a businessman, 
advocate, and philanthropist, Walker remained 
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committed to mentoring and empowering 
young people and professionals, and he al-
ways aimed to make those who worked with 
him feel valued. He worked with more than 
100 non-governmental organizations over thir-
ty-plus years, and he facilitated scholarship 
and educational opportunities in Africa and the 
Caribbean through the Education Africa Presi-
dential and Premier Education Awards, Nelson 
Mandela Presidential Medallions, and the Wal-
ter Sisulu Scholarship and Training Fund. He 
encouraged Africans and Americans alike to 
envision and achieve personal power and a 
more prosperous future. Walker believed that 
a better Africa and Caribbean meant a better 
United States of America. 

Walker is remembered by his partner, chil-
dren, and grandchildren as a humble and 
dedicated man. I would like to celebrate a life 
of service while I offer condolences to those 
he has left behind. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JANINE KIERAN 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Principal Janine Kieran for her lifelong 
passion for education. 

Born and raised in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, 
Janine always knew that she wanted to be an 
educator. After graduating from high school 
and college, she met the love of her life, 
Brian, to whom she has been married for over 
28 years. At the same time, she started her 
33-year long career in education as a Special 
Education teacher at Brooklyn’s George Wes-
tinghouse High School, where she has worked 
ever since. She then went on to serve as a 
Guidance Counselor, Assistant Principal, and 
Principal. It is obvious that her students over 
the years loved having her as a teacher and 
principal, especially because she made learn-
ing fun and exciting. After all, it is hard to 
imagine a teacher who used to sing and play 
guitar boring her students. 

I cannot say enough about Janine’s com-
passion. Throughout her many years at 
George Westinghouse High School, she al-
ways had an open door if her students ever 
needed help with their schoolwork or just 
wanted advice. Her selflessness truly showed 
in her work. Putting aside the fact that she 
had a husband and two children at home, 
Janine was always able to devote equal en-
ergy to students and fellow staff members. 
Furthermore, her kindness and altruism cer-
tainly goes without saying. Nevertheless, I am 
certain that even though she is retiring, she 
will always treasure her many years as an ed-
ucator. 

Mr. Speaker, after 33 years of nonstop com-
mitment to George Westinghouse High 
School, Janine Kiernan will soon start her 
well-deserved retirement. I am sure she will 
travel a lot more, which she always enjoys. 
Most importantly, however, she will get to 
spend more time with her husband and her 
two sons, Connor and Ryan. I thank her for 
her decades-long devotion to educating the 
next generation of leaders, and I wish her a 
very happy retirement. 

CHLOE EAGAN 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Chloe 
Eagan from North Fort Myers High School. 

The National Academy of Future Physicians 
and Medical Scientists has selected Chloe as 
one of the delegates to attend the Congress of 
Future Medical Leaders at the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell later this month. 

Chloe will be joining hundreds of other stu-
dents from around the country in an honors- 
only program for high schoolers who wish to 
become physicians or go into the medical re-
search field. I am proud that Chloe is rep-
resenting our southwest Florida community. 

She and her fellow delegates will be meet-
ing with a distinguished group that includes 
Nobel Prize-winning laureates, top medical 
school deans, and leaders in medical re-
search. The goal of the program is to honor, 
inspire and direct top students like Chloe to-
ward their desired goals in the medical field. 

I commend Chloe for her outstanding per-
formance in her studies which led to her se-
lection to the Congress of Future Medical 
Leaders. I wish her continued success on her 
path to fulfilling her aspirations in the medical 
field. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
CHRISTOPHER BARADAT 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Staff Sergeant Christopher Baradat 
for heroic actions that were essential in res-
cuing 150 coalition soldiers in Afghanistan on 
April 6, 2013, and ultimately earned him the 
Air Force Cross which was presented to him 
on April 20, 2017. 

Raised in Marin County, Mr. Baradat grad-
uated from San Marin High School in 2007, 
and enlisted in the United States Air Force 
shortly thereafter. He served his country for 
eight years, and is now studying welding and 
technical skills at Laney College in Oakland, 
where he lives with his wife Kellie and his 
three children. 

On April 6, 2013, Staff Sgt. Baradat, a spe-
cial tactics airman assigned to the 21st Spe-
cial Tactics Squadron, was attached to a U.S. 
Army Special Forces Team in eastern Afghan-
istan. He was on his third deployment in Af-
ghanistan. That day, his unit was called to 
support coalition soldiers who were sur-
rounded and pinned down by Taliban fighters 
in a valley in the Kunar Province. Upon enter-
ing the valley his unit took direct fire from the 
ridge lines and other surrounding structures, 
forcing his team to take cover in a compound 
400 meters away from coalition forces. Staff 
Sgt. Baradat’s responsibility was to commu-
nicate with supporting aircraft and provide pi-
lots with targeting information to strike enemy 
positions. 

Not being able to communicate with support 
aircraft through the compound walls, Staff Sgt. 

Baradat rushed out into the direct line of fire 
in order to communicate Taliban positions. 
Over the course of the next two hours, Staff 
Sgt. Baradat utilized 8 aircraft to drop 13 five 
hundred pound bombs and more than 1,100 
rounds of ammunition on enemy positions sur-
rounding his team and the coalition forces. 
The consistent barrage of fire created the con-
ditions necessary for coalition forces and his 
team to withdraw from the valley. His heroism 
did not end there however, as he continued 
his communication with support aircraft 
throughout the exit out of the valley. Still put-
ting himself in the direct line of fire, Staff Sgt. 
Baradat placed himself partially out of an ar-
mored carrier in order to maintain a secure 
communication signal with support aircraft. He 
would continue to do this until his entire team 
made it out of the valley. 

Because his actions had a decisive impact 
on the outcome of that day, Staff Sgt. Baradat 
received the Air Force Cross, which is the 
second highest military award that a member 
of the United States Air Force can receive. 
Staff Sgt. Baradat is only the ninth service 
member to have received the award since 9/ 
11. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in expressing deep appreciation for Chris-
topher Baradat’s extraordinary heroism that 
day, and for the sacrifices he and his family 
have made for this country. 

f 

HONORING MR. LARRY CASE FOR 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
MISSOURI ASSOCIATION OF IN-
SURANCE AGENTS AFTER 30 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, in 1987, 
Mr. Case began his employment as the Exec-
utive Vice President of the Missouri Associa-
tion of Professional Insurance Agents. In a few 
years’ time, this organization and the Inde-
pendent Agents of Missouri consolidated to 
form what is now known as the Missouri Asso-
ciation of Insurance Agents. In March 1992, 
he became the Vice Present of Membership 
Services. On October 30, 1997, he was ap-
pointed as the Executive Director of Missouri 
Association of Insurance Agents. Mr. Case 
was then appointed to the position of Execu-
tive Vice President of the Missouri Association 
of Insurance Agents on September 1, 1999. 
The Missouri Association of Insurance Agents 
is the oldest and largest association of insur-
ance agents in the state of Missouri. With that 
long standing tradition, approximately 500 
independent agencies that are operated by 
4,000 agents, brokers, and their employees 
are members of the association. In 2002, Mr. 
Case was awarded the Insurance Person of 
the Year Award for the significant contributions 
that he has made to the insurance industry. 

Mr. Case is passionate about the legislative 
and regulatory advocacy side of the insurance 
field and has played an integral part in pass-
ing legislation that has helped advance the 
causes of independent insurance agents in 
Missouri. He has served in various roles at the 
national level with the Independent Insurance 
Agents and Brokers of America and the Na-
tional Association of Professional Insurance 
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Agents, not to mention the numerous commit-
tees and task forces he has volunteered to 
serve on during his illustrious career. Addition-
ally, Mr. Case has routinely shared his exper-
tise at the Mid-America Insurance Conference 
and has earned the respect of many law-
makers, company personnel, and independent 
insurance agents throughout the great state of 
Missouri. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. Larry 
Case on his retirement. The commitment he 
has shown to the Missouri Association of In-
surance Agents and to his community for 30 
years is a commendable accomplishment. 

f 

CAMERON CHAVEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cameron 
Chavez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Cameron Chavez is a student at Arvada 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cameron 
Chavez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Cameron Chavez for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING FAIRVOTE 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, since its found-
ing in June 1992, FairVote has fought cre-
atively all over America to advance significant 
voting and electoral reforms that make Amer-
ican democracy more responsive, more ac-
countable, and more representative. I rise to 
celebrate this visionary non-partisan and non- 
profit organization which, I am proud to say, is 
headquartered in the 8th District of Maryland. 

Under the exemplary leadership of its Exec-
utive Director Rob Richie and board chairs, 
former Congressman John B. Anderson and 
musician Krist Novoselic and with the energy 
of its youthful, talented staff, FairVote has 
worked with purpose and imagination to imple-
ment ranked-choice voting, proportional rep-
resentation, redistricting reform, the National 
Popular Vote agreement and voter 
preregistration for teenagers nationwide. 
FairVote’s sophisticated educational cam-
paigns have been teaching Americans across 
the country that these changes are all effec-
tive tools of democracy and can help us make 
certain that all Americans have their voices 
heard and views represented. 

Mr. Richie’s distinguished career in public 
life has been devoted to democratic ideals, 
voting rights, and the realization of responsive 
and representative government. He has 
played a key role in implementing ranked- 
choice voting in over a dozen cities; in advo-
cating the National Popular Vote plan across 
the country as states equal to 165 electoral 
votes have joined the agreement; and in pro-
moting voter registration, voter access and 
voter participation. 

On behalf of FairVote, Mr. Richie has ap-
peared regularly in the media, written for lead-
ing national publications, published nine 
books, and addressed important groups such 
as the American Political Science Association 
and National Conference of State Legislatures. 
Through FairVote, Richie’s luminous work has 
changed America’s conception of how we 
vote, what democracy means and how we can 
make strong progress this century. Standing 
with him throughout as a colleague and inspi-
rational reform leader in her own right has 
been his wife Cynthia Terrell. 

As FairVote celebrates 25 years of thought-
ful advocacy, I want to commend the group, 
its leaders and all affiliated with it for their 
hard work and passionate commitment not 
only to the principles of democratic inclusion 
and governance but to the difficult and ur-
gently necessary process of electoral reform 
across the country. As a champion of electoral 
reform and the proud Representative from 
Maryland’s 8th Congressional District, I look 
forward to watching the many important ac-
complishments still yet to come from Rob 
Richie and FairVote, American idealists and 
democratic patriots all. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF NOE 
HERNANDEZ 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Weslaco native, 
Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class Noe Hernandez, 
one of the seven sailors lost in the tragic colli-
sion between the U.S.S. Fitzgerald and the 
ACX Crystal in the Philippine Sea on June 17, 
2017. 

Noe attended Weslaco High School where 
he participated in United States Army Junior 
Reserve Officer Training for four years. By the 
time he graduated in 2009, Noe had reached 
the rank of cadet major and served as the pro-
gram’s executive officer. Following graduation, 
he reported to the U.S. Navy Recruit Training 
Command in Great Lakes, Illinois. 

He was a student at the Recruit Training 
Command and the Center for Surface Combat 
Systems in Great Lakes until March 2010. He 
then served at the Navy Munitions Command 
in Sigonella, Italy, for three years and then re-
ported to San Diego, California, for Littoral 
Combat Ship Training and classes at the Cen-
ter for Surface Combat Systems until October 
2015. Later that year, Noe and his family 
moved to Yokosuka, Japan, where he was 
stationed at Navy Force Japan and subse-
quently on the U.S.S. Fitzgerald. During his 
time in the U.S. Navy, Noe became an En-
listed Surface Warfare Specialist and earned 
the rank of Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class. 

Noe was a first-generation patriot who cared 
deeply for the United States of America and 
took pride in serving his country. His friends 
and family describe him as modest, loving, 
and kind and many remember him for his self-
lessness and unwavering faith in God. 

Noe is survived by his wife Dora and his 
son Leon. He loved his country, and he will be 
sorely missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my sincerest condo-
lences to Dora, Leon, the Hernandez family, 
friends, and loved ones. Our country has lost 
one of the best South Texas has to offer and 
I hope his family can find peace in this trying 
time. I am proud to commemorate the life of 
Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class Noe Hernandez and 
I thank him for his service to our great nation. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF EILEEN SEVANO 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Eileen Sevano and her unwav-
ering service as a pillar of the Teaneck Public 
School system for nearly thirty years. On the 
occasion of her retirement, I applaud Eileen 
for an incredible forty years of teaching, span-
ning from Teaneck and Englewood Cliffs, in 
New Jersey to Brooklyn and Chinatown in 
New York. During the course of her career, Ei-
leen touched the lives of many students and 
helped shaped the minds of the next genera-
tion. 

William Arthur Ward once said, ‘‘The medi-
ocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. 
The superior teacher demonstrates. The great 
teacher inspires.’’ As a public-school teacher 
in elementary and middle school, Eileen in-
spired her students both inside and outside of 
the classroom. For years, Eileen coached soft-
ball in Teaneck, empowering young women on 
the field. For fourteen years, as Director of 
Camp Kookooskoos, Eileen inspired young 
campers through the arts, science, sports, and 
by exploring and nurturing the environment. 
Eileen helped our young people create memo-
ries that last a lifetime. By focusing on the 
breadth of learning, even beyond the class-
room, Eileen put the best interests of her stu-
dents first and helped them grow and thrive. 

Generations of students, who Eileen taught, 
have had limitless potential. They have and 
continue to launch new businesses in New 
Jersey, find cures for diseases like cancer, 
create the next breakthrough in technology, 
and much more. With the help of a supportive 
teacher like Eileen, all of this has been pos-
sible. 

Nobody is surprised to hear that in retire-
ment Eileen will continue her lifetime of serv-
ice by volunteering with students in her com-
munity and babysitting her granddaughters. 
Encouraging learning and creating a sup-
portive environment for young people is what 
Eileen enjoys most. 

I am lucky to know Eileen and am pro-
foundly thankful for her lifetime of service. I 
commend her for being a wonderful role 
model to my children and to many students 
from across the Fifth District. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Eileen’s hard 
work, and wish her, her husband Dennis, her 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:43 Jun 21, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K20JN8.011 E20JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE848 June 20, 2017 
daughters Brenna and Perri, and her grand-
daughters Maddy and Sydney, all the best as 
Eileen celebrates this new chapter. 

In closing, I join countless families across 
the Fifth District in saying thank you to Eileen 
for her dedication to children and to her com-
munity. The world just would not be the same 
without her hard work and inspiration. 

f 

SUPPORTING H.R. 2866—THE RE-
DUCING BARRIERS FOR REL-
ATIVE FOSTER PARENTS ACT 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, on 
June 8th, I joined my colleague Rep. LLOYD 
SMUCKER, in introducing H.R. 2866—the Re-
ducing Barriers for Relative Foster Parents 
Act. This bipartisan bill encourages states to 
update their licensing requirements for foster 
parents in order to ensure that relatives have 
the ability to become foster parents. 

Under current law, states have tremendous 
flexibility to set their own rules and guidelines 
for licensing foster homes. Unfortunately, 
many states have outdated regulations that 
make it difficult for family members to become 
foster parents. For example, some states fail 
to notify family members when relative chil-
dren enter the foster care system. In other 
states, children can be removed from a family 
member’s home and thrown into the foster 
care system if the relative adult does not have 
a separate bedroom for the child. 

H.R. 2866 would require that the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services create 
model licensing requirements. States then 
must either adopt the HHS requirements, or 
provide an explanation for why the licensing 
requirements are not ideal for the state. My 
home state of Alabama has updated, family- 
friendly licensing standards, so compliance 
with HHS’s standards will be simple. However, 
families residing in states with antiquated 
standards would face fewer barriers when try-
ing to become a foster parent. 

Many studies prove how beneficial place-
ment with family members can be for foster 
children. According to Generations United, 
children in the care of family members experi-
ence higher stability, permanency, and posi-
tive mental health outcomes. Furthermore, al-
lowing children to stay with their family mem-
bers gives children the opportunity to maintain 
strong connections to their community. 

I was very pleased that my bill was unani-
mously supported in the Ways and Means 
Committee, and I look forward to its passage 
through the House this evening. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
MR. LEO SHEY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Leo Shey of 
Pembroke Pines, Florida. Leo was a dear 
friend of mine who sadly passed away on 
June 13, 2017. 

Leo was born in the Bronx, New York. He 
served honorably in the United States Navy, 
and after marrying his wife Bunny in 1950, 
they moved to Dade County in South Florida 
in 1958. As a mortgage banker, Leo dedicated 
many years of his career specializing in low- 
income housing in Dade and Broward coun-
ties, and also served on the board of directors 
of the Park Place Association for 40 years. 
Through his contributions, Leo made a pro-
found impact in South Florida. 

Leo went on to establish himself in Atlanta, 
Georgia where he emerged as an ally of the 
African American business community. At the 
forefront of civil rights activism, Leo became 
an esteemed member of the 100 percent 
Wrong Club. 

Distinguishing himself through extraordinary 
involvement in the community, Leo touched 
countless lives. He is survived by his wife 
Bunny, and adored by father of Nina Voges 
(Dan), Michael (Barbara), like-a-son Seth 
Brown, and predeceased by Douglas. Beloved 
and wise grandfather of Tim (Rachel), Caitlin 
(Todd), Sherri and Terri (Cesar), and blended 
family Danielle (Jorge del Valle, Arya and 
Jayley) and Sean Voges (Alice). Adoring Pop- 
pop of Wilhelmina, Sebastian and Violette 
Leo. 

Mr. Speaker, words cannot express how 
deeply saddened I am for the passing of such 
a kind soul. I was devastated to learn of the 
death of one of the nicest people I have ever 
known. Leo was not a large man, but he was 
most among men. It is with a heavy heart that 
I honor his life arid accomplishments, but most 
of all, to honor our friendship. My thoughts are 
with his loved ones, during this most difficult 
time. 

f 

CAMERON GONZALES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cameron 
Gonzales for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Cameron Gonzales is a student at Pomona 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cameron 
Gonzales is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Cameron Gonzales for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GEORGE 
CANON 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize a staunch advocate for 
the Adirondacks and beloved member of our 
community. 

George Canon was a fixture in local politics. 
After retiring from the National Lead mines in 
Newcomb’s Tahawus hamlet, Mr. Canon de-
voted himself to public service by working in 
many local organizations. Most notably, he 
was Newcomb supervisor from 1990 to 2015, 
serving 13 terms in office. During his long and 
inspiring tenure, Mr. Canon played a signifi-
cant role in successfully preserving the 
Satanoni Great Camp and the historic railroad 
between North Creek and Tahawus. 

A lifelong resident of the North Country, Mr. 
Canon loved the Adirondack Park deeply, 
cherishing both its history and natural beauty. 
This appreciation for his surroundings led 
George to seek out balanced environmental 
policies by working as a member of the North-
ern Forest Lands Council Advisory Committee. 
Through these efforts, Canon coupled his ap-
preciation for the environment with a prag-
matic understanding of his constituents’ 
needs. 

George Canon also served as president of 
the Adirondack Association of Towns and Vil-
lages, where he spent a decade representing 
and advocating for the citizens of the North 
Country. I am honored to have taken part in 
celebrating Mr. Canon’s retirement in 2015, 
and hold a deep admiration for the lasting im-
pact that his service has had on our area. 

I would like to offer my deepest condo-
lences to George Canon’s family and friends, 
particularly his wife Monica. He was a true 
community leader and his legacy of service 
will endure in New York’s 21st District. 

f 

DAN CZAHOR AND MADISON 
HEINRICH 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of Dan 
Czahor of Fort Myers and Madison Heinrich of 
Naples. It has come to my attention that these 
two students have been selected to represent 
the state of Florida at the Congress of Future 
Science and Technology Leaders in Lowell, 
Massachusetts later this month. 

The Congress is an event headed by the 
National Academy of Future Scientists and 
Technologists and is an honors-only program 
whose intention is to motivate the top students 
of the country, who are interested in a career 
in science or technology, to achieve their 
goals. The Academy selects all delegates 
based on nominations from teachers, proven 
academic excellence, and leadership ability. 
Further, their alumni include Nobel Prize win-
ners, top scientific university deans, and other 
leaders in the STEM field. 

It is encouraging to know that Dan and 
Madison are among these five hundred nation-
ally selected students to go to the conference. 
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I look forward to the work these two individ-
uals will do in the years to come and wish 
them the best of luck in their future academic 
studies. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KYLIE HUTCHISON, 
ASHLEY JOPLIN, KATRIANA 
SEFCOVIC AND PAIGE SIMPSON 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize four high school students who were se-
lected to represent the state of Colorado as 
delegates at the Congress for Future Medical 
Leaders. The students are Kylie Hutchison, 
Ashley Joplin, Katriana Sefcovic, and Paige 
Simpson. 

The Congress of Future Medical Leaders is 
an honors program that recognizes excep-
tional high school students who are pursuing 
career’s as a physician or in medical research. 

These students are the future leaders of the 
medical field and our country. Through their 
studies, they have embodied the meaning of 
hard work and perseverance to achieve their 
goals, and will better the health of future gen-
erations. 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to recognize 
these students from the fourth district of Colo-
rado for their hard work and service to our 
community. I wish them the best in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF MRS. IDA 
JOHNSON 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and achievements of Mrs. Ida 
Johnson. Mrs. Johnson dedicated her career 
to serving her community, both in education 
and as an advocate for low income youth and 
families in Merced County. Mrs. Johnson was 
passionate about the pursuit of equality, driven 
by her love and compassion for others, and 
committed to creating opportunities for stu-
dents and teachers in Merced County. 

Mrs. Johnson was born in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. She attended the University of San 
Francisco, where she earned a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Human Relations and Organizational 
Behavior in 1984. Mrs. Johnson then contin-
ued her education at Chapman University, 
where she received a Master’s degree in Edu-
cational Systems Management in 1988. She 
worked on gender equity as Director and Co-
ordinator for the California Department of Edu-
cation for almost 12 years, and also worked 
for 33 years for the Merced County Schools in 
various capacities, including teaching com-
puting and business classes. 

Beyond her professional career, Mrs. John-
son was elected to the Merced Union High 
School Governing Board in 2005, where she 
served 8 years as a Trustee. Additionally, Mrs. 
Johnson was involved with numerous commu-
nity and educational organizations, including 

the Boys and Girls Club, League of Women 
Voters, and the 4–H Club. She also worked 
with the Merced Equals Program, where she 
spent countless hours providing teachers, par-
ents, and students with the tools necessary to 
improve math skills within the county, and she 
secured a significant amount of grant money. 

With Mrs. Johnson’s passing, the Merced 
community mourns her loss but also rejoices 
in her lasting impact and legacy. The lives 
Mrs. Johnson touched with her career in edu-
cation and devotion to her community will not 
be forgotten. Her spirit will live on in the hearts 
of her family, friends, colleagues, and neigh-
bors. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the life and achievements of 
Mrs. Ida Johnson. Mrs. Johnson’s achieve-
ments cannot be measured through grants or 
educational programs, but in the lives she 
touched. Mrs. Johnson’s trajectory as an edu-
cator has given students and teachers in 
Merced County a role model to admire and 
emulate as they move towards the future. 

f 

TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last year 
Al-Qaeda nearly downed an airliner in Somalia 
using an explosive disguised as a laptop. This 
bomb got past X-ray machines and blew a 
gaping hole in the aircraft. 

Al-Qaeda has been working for years to cre-
ate sophisticated explosives that can target 
airplanes. It came as no surprise that last 
week the Department of Homeland Security 
announced new security restrictions on elec-
tronics on board certain U.S.-bound flights. 

These new restrictions are deadly serious. 
Al-Qaeda has units deployed in places like 
Syria, Pakistan, and Turkey that are dedicated 
to planning attacks against the West. 

The hysteria around this announcement is 
purely political. Everyone should be concerned 
about the growing threat from al-Qaeda. We 
must not allow politics to divide us in the face 
of a mortal enemy seeking to kill and injure as 
many Americans as possible. 

I commend the Department of Homeland 
Security for responding to crucial intelligence 
and taking this step to protect the American 
people. And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

BRIAHNA HORTON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Briahna Hor-
ton for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Briahna Horton is a student at Oberon Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Briahna 
Horton is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 

perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Briahna Horton for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

HONORING TECHNICAL SERGEANT 
MARSHALL PRICE 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise with 
great respect and admiration to honor Tech-
nical Sergeant Marshall Price. 

After 12 years of active duty, Technical Ser-
geant Price is medically retiring from the 
United States Air Force following injuries sus-
tained during his deployments to Africa. Tech-
nical Sergeant Price has been a dedicated 
servant to our Nation since 2005, when he 
first enlisted at the age of 19, and today we 
celebrate his service. 

Throughout his notable career, Technical 
Sergeant Price has been stationed at Moody 
AFB in Valdosta, Georgia, Fairchild AFB in 
Spokane, Washington, and Hulburt Field in 
Florida’s First Congressional District. Marshall 
has been an active supporter of our national 
security interests, participating in various un-
disclosed missions in both Djibouti and Af-
ghanistan. Additionally, he has earned rec-
ognition for his distinguished service from the 
9th Special Operations Squadron. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, and a grateful community, I am 
privileged to recognize Technical Sergeant 
Price for his commitment to our country and 
the sacrifices he has made on its behalf. On 
his retirement from the United States Air 
Force, I thank him and his family for his hon-
orable service, and wish them all the best 
going forward. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EDWARD 
BABOR, PRESIDENT OF THE 
TAMINENT REGULAR DEMO-
CRATIC CLUB OF NEW YORK 
CITY 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to my dear 
friend and longtime staff member Edward 
Babor, as he steps down from his twenty-six 
year tenure as the president of the Taminent 
Regular Democratic Club. 

The Taminent Regular Democratic Club (the 
Taminent) was founded in 1933 in the Astoria 
neighborhood of Queens County. Today, the 
members of the Taminent work tirelessly to 
advocate for Astoria residents on issues af-
fecting the community. I have attended count-
less events hosted by the Taminent and I am 
extraordinarily grateful to Ed Babor for his 
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leadership as club president and the extraor-
dinary number of hours he has volunteered to 
ensure the club continues to thrive in the 21st 
century. In fact the only thing that might be 
more apparent than Ed’s dedication to the 
Taminent is the universal respect and admira-
tion that the club’s members show for Ed. 
While Ed Babor may be stepping down as 
president, I am confident that he will always 
be a proud member of the Taminent. For dec-
ades, Ed has offered his advice and 
mentorship to younger generations of Western 
Queens advocates including incoming 
Taminent president, Loren Amor. 

Ed Babor serves on a host of civic, political, 
cultural, and service organizations in the 
Astoria and Long Island City neighborhoods. 
Along with his work with the Taminent, Ed is 
on the board of the Powhatan and Pocahontas 
Regular Democratic Club, another Astoria po-
litical organization. He has been an active 
member of Queens Community Board Number 
1 for over a decade, and is currently the Exec-
utive Secretary. Ed also serves on the boards 
of the Astoria Civic Association, which advo-
cates for the needs of Astoria residents and 
runs the successful Judge Charles J. Vallone 
Scholarship Fund, and SHAREing and 
CAREing, a nonprofit dedicated to working 
with cancer patients and their families without 
regard to insurance status to provide edu-
cation on prevention and wellness, links to 
cancer treatment and practical needs, and on- 
going cancer support. 

In his career, Ed Babor has demonstrated 
the same commitment to community and pub-
lic service. Ed Babor worked for the New York 
Department of Motor Vehicles for over thirty 
years. Ed has been an invaluable addition to 
my staff for over eight years. He has an ency-
clopedic knowledge about the neighborhoods 
of Western Queens and the issues which they 
face. This institutional knowledge comes both 
from the fact that Ed is at every meeting that 
takes place in Western Queens and from his 
sincere interest in the neighborhoods’ well- 
being, because Ed truly loves Queens. 

Ed lives in Astoria with his wife Patricia 
Babor, to whom he has been married for 39 
years. Ed and Pat are active parishioners at 
Immaculate Conception Church in Astoria. Ed 
has been actively involved with Catholic War- 
Veterans Post No. 1, having served with the 
National Guard. Proud of his Czech heritage, 
Ed is involved with several cultural organiza-
tions including the Czech Catholic Union and 
the Bohemian Historical Society. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the many accomplishments of 
Edward Babor. His hard work, character, and 
love for his community and the people who 
live there, make him an outstanding leader 
and an incredible friend. 

f 

HONORING CORPORAL RICK 
COSTELLO 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize my constituent, Corporal Rick Cos-
tello, who will be departing from his role with 
the Purcellville Police Department after over 
15 years of service to our community. 

Corporal Costello’s commitment to serving 
others did not start until 1999 when he began 
volunteering with the Loudoun County Sheriff’s 
Office. In fact, he served with the U.S. Navy 
during the Vietnam War before starting his ca-
reer for a building supply company, where he 
worked for over thirty years. As a volunteer 
with the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office, Cor-
poral Costello served as a member of the 
community advisory committee, assisting po-
lice officers in Loudoun County, but soon 
afterwards, the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Of-
fice offered him a position on the force. De-
spite his age difference with the majority of the 
other trainees, Corporal Costello passed the 
six-month, rigorous training and served for 
three years with the Loudoun County Sheriff’s 
Office and twelve more years with the 
Purcellville Police Department. 

As an officer, Corporal Costello became well 
known for his information technology skills, 
helping advance the Purcellville Police Depart-
ment’s communications systems and man-
aging the department’s accreditation process. 
In fact just last month, The Virginia Law En-
forcement Professional Standards Commission 
unanimously voted to award the Purcellville 
Police Department with its second re-accredi-
tation certificate, largely due to the framework 
that Corporal Costello has set up over the 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire 10th 
District, I thank Corporal Rick Costello for his 
dedicated career of service to Loudoun Coun-
ty, and I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing a truly commendable public servant. 
I wish him and his family all of the best in their 
future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NANCY 
KRUPIARZ FOR HER DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE WITH THE 
MICHIGAN TRAILS AND GREEN-
WAYS ALLIANCE 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Nancy Krupiarz for her out-
standing career working on behalf of the State 
of Michigan and its residents. As Executive Di-
rector for the Michigan Trails and Greenways 
Alliance, Ms. Krupiarz has helped promote a 
healthy and more prosperous Michigan by 
making it one of the foremost trail states in the 
country. 

Originally founded in 1986, the Michigan 
Trails and Greenways Alliance is a nonprofit 
organization that promotes the development of 
non-motorized trails throughout Michigan and 
provides a statewide voice for users of these 
trails. The group consists of approximately 
1,000 members and provides information for 
Michiganders about trails throughout the state. 
Additionally, it advocates for assistance at the 
state and federal level to safeguard state and 
federal funding for the preservation of Michi-
gan’s natural heritage and the upkeep of its 
trails. As a result of the efforts of the MTGA, 
Michigan has built and maintained a com-
prehensive network of over 3,000 miles of 
non-motorized trails throughout the state. 
These include cross-state trails from South 
Haven to Port Huron, as well as from 
Ironwood to Belle Isle. 

Ms. Krupiarz has served as the organiza-
tion’s executive director since the group’s 
founding and has been a catalyst for the 
growth and success of MTGA. Her tireless ef-
forts have helped create a cohesive and effec-
tive organization that has effectively served 
the people of Michigan by coordinating efforts 
to build trails and preserve Michigan’s natural 
areas. Due to her leadership and efforts, 
Michigan now boasts the most trail miles out 
of any U.S. state and is widely recognized for 
its conservation efforts and outdoor recreation 
offerings. Ms. Krupiarz’s career with MTGA 
has left a lasting legacy, and it is my hope that 
the new leadership of the organization con-
tinues to build on her work in the years ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Ms. Nancy Krupiarz for her leader-
ship with the Michigan Trails and Greenways 
Alliance. Her career has resulted in a more liv-
able state for Michigan’s residents. 

f 

BERNADETTE KIBERINKA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Bernadette 
Kiberinka for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Bernadette Kiberinka is a student at Everitt 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Bernadette 
Kiberinka is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ber-
nadette Kiberinka for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING THE MATTATUCK DRUM 
BAND 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Mattatuck Drum Band, 
which this week commemorates the 250th An-
niversary of its founding. This band is our na-
tion’s oldest continuously active fife and drum 
band and is a celebrated institution of our Wa-
terbury, Connecticut community. 

The Mattatuck Drum Band was founded in 
1767, and over the past two and a half cen-
turies, the band has been an invaluable group 
in supporting our country’s battles and pre-
serving the heritage of our state and country. 
The band was first formed to play martial 
music for military training exercises in the 
towns of Farmingbury and Waterbury. The 
fifers and drummers were some of the earliest 
patriots to join the American Revolution in the 
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spring of 1775, at a time when musicians and 
drummers were instrumental in maintaining 
order and routine for military camps. 

The band joined many parades in support of 
President Lincoln’s 1860 campaign, and then 
joined recruiting efforts to support the Union’s 
fight in the Civil War. Almost a century later 
during World War II, despite gas rationing and 
the deployment of many members, the band 
still turned out to play in parades to support 
our country’s service members and maintain 
solidarity during a difficult time for the country. 
Today, the dedicated members of the band 
keep musical tradition alive, and the band’s 
performances are an essential part of our 
community’s celebrations. 

Mr. Speaker, the Mattatuck Drum Band 
celebrates our history in Connecticut and 
America, and its dedicated musicians and 
leaders have preserved an important part of 
our community’s heritage for the past 250 
years. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that 
we honor the band and everyone who has en-
sured its preservation and success here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PRIYA VULCHI 

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Priya Vulchi—a re-
markable young woman who, this year, 
earned the 2017 Congressional Gold Medal. 

A resident of Princeton, Ms. Vulchi dem-
onstrated an immeasurable passion for the 
education and advancement of our nation’s 
leaders. Working with Princeton Public 
Schools, Ms. Vulchi created a racial literacy 
tool to assist educators initiate dialogues 
around race-related topics in the classroom. 
Ms. Vulchi is also a co-founder of Princeton 
CHOOSE—a student-led organization that 
aims to overcome racism and inspire harmony 
through exposure, education and empower-
ment. Further, Ms. Vulchi is a published au-
thor of a racial literacy teaching tool that was 
piloted in Princeton Public school in the spring 
of 2016 and officially used by all 5th grade 
teachers in the school district for the 2016– 
2017 school years. 

Along with her commitment to education, 
Ms. Vulchi pursued journalism and became 
the Head Copy Editor for her school’s monthly 
newspaper. Finally, Ms. Vulchi crossed the 
country in her travels to Hawaii to visit the 
Haleakal National Park. There she visited the 
Eats Maui Volcano and learned more about 
volcanism and the ecosystems of the National 
Park. 

Beyond the Congressional Gold Medal pro-
gram, extraordinary individuals like Ms. Vulchi 
exemplify the best and brightest of our na-
tion’s future. As a resident of New Jersey’s 
12th Congressional District, I couldn’t be more 
proud of her for taking up such a difficult chal-
lenge and making a positive change for them-
selves in their community. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Ms. 
Vulchi on her amazing accomplishment. 

HONORING STEVE SHISSLER ON 
HIS RETIREMENT AFTER MORE 
THAN 26 YEARS OF SERVICE IN 
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I offer my 
sincere congratulations to my constituent, 
Lieutenant Steve Shissler, on his upcoming re-
tirement after more than 26 years of service to 
the Hampden Township Police Department in 
Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. 

Lt. Shissler climbed the ranks of the Hamp-
den Township Police Department, starting as 
a patrolman, then to Corporal, Sergeant and, 
ultimately, Lieutenant. He has been in charge 
of the Department’s Criminal Investigation Di-
vision for the last several years. 

Lt. Shissler’s tireless dedication, profes-
sionalism and sacrifice has touched the lives 
of countless people and challenged all with 
whom he served to be the best. His legacy of 
service to our community truly is admirable. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I thank and congratulate 
Steve Shissler on his service to our Nation 
and wish him and his family continued great 
success in their future adventures. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SEAN RATTAY 
ON HIS OFFER OF APPOINTMENT 
TO ATTEND THE UNITED STATES 
NAVAL ACADEMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Sean Rattay of Monclova, Ohio has been of-
fered an appointment to the United States 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. 

Sean’s offer of appointment permits him to 
attend the United States Naval Academy this 
fall with the incoming Class of 2021. Attending 
one of our nation’s military academies not only 
offers the opportunity to serve our country, but 
also guarantees a world-class education while 
undertaking one of the most challenging and 
rewarding experiences of their lives. 

Sean brings an enormous amount of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the incoming 
Class of 2021. While attending St. John’s Jes-
uit High School in Toledo, Ohio, Sean was a 
member of the National Honor Society, a peer 
tutor and a school ambassador. 

Throughout high school, Sean participated 
in varsity football, earning numerous achieve-
ments and accolades along the way. Sean 
also led Christmas on Campus and volun-
teered at Swan Creek Care Center, an as-
sisted living center in Toledo, Ohio. I am con-
fident that Sean will carry the lessons of his 
student and athletic leadership to the Naval 
Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Sean Rattay on his offer of 
appointment to the United States Naval Acad-
emy. Our service academies offer the finest 

military training and education available. I am 
positive that Sean will excel during his career 
at Annapolis, and I ask my colleagues to join 
me in extending their best wishes to him as he 
begins his service to our Nation. 

f 

DANTE PORCHETTA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Dante 
Porchetta for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Dante Porchetta is a student at Wayne 
Carle Middle School and received this award 
because his determination and hard work 
have allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Dante 
Porchetta is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Dante Porchetta for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

JEFFREY PASSANTINO 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of Jeffrey 
Passantino, who was drafted by the Chicago 
Cubs in the 2017 Major League Baseball draft. 
Passantino is an alumnus of Bishop Verot 
High School in Fort Myers, and most recently 
played at Limpscomb University. 

This season at Limpscomb, Jeffrey had a 4– 
3 record with a 3.09 Earned Run Average and 
95 strikeouts. During his career at Bishop 
Verot, he helped lead the Vikings to three 
straight state title appearances, which included 
one championship in 2011. It was during this 
time that he also posted an impressive 22–4 
record on the mound. 

I would like to congratulate Jeffrey for his 
hard-work, dedication, and leadership on and 
off the field. I look forward to hearing about his 
future accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING TONY NAPOLI 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take some time today to honor one of my con-
stituents, Mr. Tony Napoli, for his immense 
dedication to serving Santa Ana’s youth. 

Mr. Napoli is an accomplished businessman 
with a background in technology, having grad-
uated from the Connecticut College of Elec-
tricians as an electronic technician. But Mr. 
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Napoli is far more than just a businessman. In 
his spare time, Mr. Napoli volunteers as a 
Chamber Ambassador to the Santa Ana 
Chamber of Commerce, and his great service 
earned him the Ambassador of the Year 
Award in 2011. 

Mr. Napoli fully embodies the value of com-
munity service in all aspects of his life. Con-
cerned with local high school graduation rates 
and skill level of recent graduates, Mr. Napoli 
with the Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce 
partnered with the Santa Ana Unified School 
District to start the High School Incorporated 
Program, a unique collaboration that seeks to 
provide vocational training and career advice 
to high school students. 

Passionate about investing in youth, Mr. 
Napoli chose to give even more of his free 
time to this program, especially the Auto-
motive and Transportation division. Mr. Napoli 
also serves as a Business Advisor, advising 
the division on budget matters and providing 
valuable mentorship while also consistently 
visiting the inspirational students in class. 

Mr. Napoli’s dedication and service has 
helped raise the graduation rate for the pro-
gram to 95 percent with many students al-
ready fully certified and well equipped for their 
bright futures. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Napoli is an example to us 
all of the incredible value found in community 
engagement. I am honored to recognize Mr. 
Napoli for doing his part in bridging the gap, 
and thank him for the positive impact he has 
made on the Santa Ana and Orange County 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE WESTERN 
HERITAGE OF COLORADO SPRINGS 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the proud and important Western Herit-
age of Colorado Springs. 

Whether it is the 81st Western Street Break-
fast, the 77th Annual Pikes Peak of Bust 
Rodeo, or the 68th Pikes Peak Range Ride, 
our Colorado Springs community has sup-
ported this heritage for many generations. I 
would also like to note that the proceeds from 
these events go to supporting our brave men 
and women in uniform at our five local military 
installations. 

If you are one of the 10,000 people at the 
Street Breakfast, the many thousands at the 
Rodeo, or the two hundred plus Range Riders, 
you are taking part in a long and commend-
able tradition. And, with your continued enthu-
siastic support, it’s one I know will last forever. 

Thank you so much to the staffers, board 
members, and dedicated volunteers who make 
each of these events possible. Each June and 
July Colorado Springs shows the entire world 
what is so special about the heritage of the 
West. 

IN HONOR OF THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF A PERMANENT 
GEORGE MASON MAP CLINIC 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the award-winning Mason and Part-
ners (MAP) health care clinic and to congratu-
late George Mason University School of Nurs-
ing and its partners on the establishment of a 
permanent MAP Clinic in Manassas Park, Vir-
ginia. The clinic provides residents of medi-
cally underserved areas with a variety of 
health care services, including physicals, 
screenings, health care counseling, and acute 
primary care treatment while, at the same 
time, offering George Mason University nurs-
ing students and those in related studies the 
invaluable practical experience of treating and 
counseling patients who utilize the clinic. 

George Mason launched its first MAP clinic 
in 2013, originally offering its services at the 
Manassas Park Community Center. Since 
then, the operation has expanded to three 
Northern Virginia sites while also broadening 
the services they provide. The clinic strives to 
serve as a bridge for patients with no access 
to healthcare until they are able to arrange for 
more formal healthcare coverage for them-
selves. 

The MAP clinic program has also greatly 
benefitted our students at George Mason Uni-
versity. By offering an active learning lab, 
nursing and health and human services stu-
dents are able to receive real-life experience 
working on interprofessional teams, a learning 
opportunity that is not available to many stu-
dents across the nation. These clinical oppor-
tunities have been so well-received that the 
federal government’s Health Resources Serv-
ice Administration (HRSA) has awarded the 
school $2 million to support the education of 
Mason School of Nursing students. 

Mr. Speaker, I take great pride in cele-
brating with you and our colleagues the estab-
lishment of the first permanent structure of the 
MAP clinic in Manassas Park, Virginia. In ad-
dition, I ask that you join me in congratulating 
the George Mason University School of Nurs-
ing and its partners, Dr. Allison Ansher of the 
Prince William Health District, the Parks and 
Recreation and Education Departments of the 
City of Manassas Park, the city’s Community 
Development Office and interim director Calvin 
O’Dell, the Potomac Health Foundation, and 
the students and faculty of George Mason’s 
College of Health and Human Services, for the 
extraordinary success of this visionary, nurse- 
led program. I wish them all the best in their 
future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR MATTHEW 
MARCHANT’S SERVICE TO THE 
CITY OF CARROLLTON, TEXAS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize my son, Matthew H. Marchant, 
for his public service as Mayor of the City of 
Carrollton, Texas. 

Matthew finishes his six outstanding years 
in office as mayor of Carrollton later this 
evening, but that will not end his passionate 
commitment to serving his fellow citizens. 
Local leaders play a tremendous role in im-
proving the quality of life on a daily basis for 
their residents and visitors—Matthew’s con-
stant stewardship on behalf of those who live 
and work in Carrollton is to be wholeheartedly 
congratulated. His leadership and service 
have touched many, and many more will be 
able to enjoy the benefits for years to come. 

Matthew was first elected mayor of 
Carrollton in 2011 and was re-elected in 2014. 
Prior to his election as mayor, Matthew served 
as councilmember for nine years from 2002 to 
2011. In conjunction with Matthew’s role as 
councilmember and mayor, he served in other 
leadership positions including Chairman of the 
Redevelopment Subcommittee, member of the 
Transit Oriented Development Subcommittee, 
member of the Carrollton Festival at the 
Switchyard Subcommittee, member of the 
Audit and Finance Committee, and member of 
the Judicial Committee. In addition, Matthew 
has served as Carrollton’s voting member on 
the Regional Transportation Council. 

Starting in 2011, Matthew led Carrollton 
through an economic development campaign 
to invest in the city’s future. He championed 
an innovative project to revitalize Downtown 
Carrollton with new restaurants, retail, and 
greenspaces, while capturing the historic feel 
of Carrollton’s past. In 2015, the City of 
Carrollton was awarded the ‘‘Best Public Im-
provement Project’’ by the Texas Downtown 
Association for its work in the downtown 
square. In 2010, striving to introduce new pa-
trons to the Carrollton Square, Matthew 
worked with local and national musicians to 
host the Festival at the Switchyard concert se-
ries. Last year, more than 30,000 people were 
on hand to discover the unique stores, eclectic 
restaurants, and music all in the heart of 
Downtown Carrollton. 

During Matthew’s tenure as mayor, he has 
worked diligently with the Carrollton Police and 
Fire Departments to equip them with the tools 
needed to serve and protect the city’s citizens. 
As a result, Carrollton now has one the lowest 
crime rates in its recent history. Matthew col-
laborated with neighboring cities to secure 
funding for the North Texas Emergency Com-
munications Center which was launched in 
2016 as a regional emergency dispatch com-
mand. Additionally, Matthew oversaw the con-
struction of the new Carrollton Police Depart-
ment Headquarters and Fire Station #8 which 
have helped lower the response time for med-
ical emergencies by 12 percent across the 
city. 

As Matthew leaves office, the property tax 
base of Carrollton is approximately $13.3 bil-
lion, an impressive increase of 49 percent 
since his first election as mayor. In addition, 
Matthew has met his commitment to lowering 
the property tax rate for homeowners. During 
his 15 years serving in Carrollton city govern-
ment, the population of the city expanded from 
around 115,000 to nearly 135,000, making it 
one of the top 25 most populous cities in 
Texas. Additionally, many small and large cor-
porations such as AmeriSource Bergen, Inter-
ceramic, CyrusOne, and others have also 
joined Carrollton’s growing and diverse eco-
nomic landscape. 
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In 1998, Matthew earned his Bachelor of 

Science degree from Southern Nazarene Uni-
versity in Bethany, Oklahoma. Matthew contin-
ued his studies at the University of Texas 
School of Law in Austin, Texas where he re-
ceived his law degree in 2000. Outside of his 
duties as a public servant, Matthew works as 
legal counsel at Holly Frontier Corporation. He 
has been a lifetime resident of the Carrollton- 
area where he lives with his wife, Lindsay, and 
two children, Kendall and Hayden. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing 
my son, Matthew Marchant, for his service to 
the people of Carrollton. 

f 

DE’VON REWERTS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud De’Von 
Rewerts for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

De’Von Rewerts is a student at Drake Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by De’Von 
Rewerts is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
De’Von Rewerts for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE SERVICE OF 
THOMAS O’KEEFE 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Thomas O’Keefe for his 
dedication to the safety of our nation and the 
well-being of his fellow citizens. 

Mr. O’Keefe began his long career in gov-
ernment in 1984, working for the U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement. In 2003, 
he transferred to the U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection, where he has served diligently 
for the past fourteen years. As a member of 
Customs and Border Protection, Mr. O’Keefe 
worked each day to protect the security of the 
United States and its citizens. 

In addition to his work for the federal gov-
ernment, Mr. O’Keefe played an active role in 
the National Treasury Employees Union, serv-
ing as President of Northern New York’s 
Chapter since 1995. The Chapter grew dra-
matically during his tenure, increasing both in 
membership and territorial reach. As Chapter 
President, Mr. O’Keefe fought for the rights of 
employees and sought to secure fair treatment 
for everyone he represented. 

I want to thank Mr. O’Keefe for his years of 
work for the United States Government and 
the people of Upstate New York. His commit-
ment to protecting our nation exhibits his 
strong character, and we commend his fine 
service. 

f 

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BLUE GRASS 
ARMY DEPOT 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the marking of a very special occasion—the 
75th Anniversary of the Blue Grass Army 
Depot in Richmond, Kentucky. Since 1942, the 
Blue Grass Army Depot’s dedicated civilian 
workforce has been called upon time after 
time to fulfill their critical role as key ammuni-
tion suppliers to our nation’s joint warfighters 
by providing ready and reliable ammo at the 
right place and right time, every time. 

Throughout the course of our nation’s his-
tory, our great success in establishing our 
country as a beacon of hope to the world has 
been largely defined by the everyday bravery 
and dedication of individual citizens. The Blue 
Grass Army Depot has exemplified that brav-
ery and dedication through direct civilian sup-
port of our warfighters. 

From World War II to the Korean War, the 
War in Vietnam, the Gulf War, and through to-
day’s ongoing Global War on Terrorism, wher-
ever and whenever our men and women are 
engaged in conflict and risking their lives fight-
ing on the front lines, the Blue Grass Army 
Depot has been there. 

The civilian employees of the Blue Grass 
Army Depot are amongst the thousands of 
often unsung heroes who have provided, and 
continue to provide, unwavering support for 
our nation’s ongoing fight to defend and pre-
serve democracy and freedom. Their work has 
ensured that our nation’s joint war fighters are 
victorious, and sustains the reputation of the 
United States Armed Forces as the world’s 
preeminent military. 

The Blue Grass Army Depot and its work-
force are to be commended for their service, 
dedication to duty, and loyalty to our nation. I 
join with a grateful nation in thanking them 
and wishing them the best in years to come. 

It is my privilege to represent such an out-
standing military installation and civilian work-
force among my constituents in Kentucky’s 
Sixth Congressional District, and to honor the 
Blue Grass Army Depot and its workforce be-
fore the United States House of Representa-
tives. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BANNING THE 
USE OF ELECTRONIC CIGA-
RETTES ON AIRPLANES ACT OF 
2017 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the Banning the Use of Electronic Ciga-

rettes on Airplanes Act of 2017. The bill pro-
hibits the use of electronic cigarettes and 
vaping devices on commercial airplanes by in-
cluding use of these devices within the defini-
tion of smoking. Smoking tobacco products on 
commercial airplanes has been banned for 
years, but with the increase in use of elec-
tronic cigarettes and vaping devices in their 
place, it is necessary to update our laws to re-
flect this new nuisance and health risk on air-
planes. The U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) issued a final rule in March 2016 
banning the use of these devices on airplanes, 
but Congress should make a permanent, stat-
utory change to include the use of these de-
vices within the definition of ‘‘smoking.’’ Last 
Congress, my bill received bipartisan support 
from the House Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure and was added as an 
amendment to the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) reauthorization bill, the Aviation 
Innovation, Reform, and Reauthorization 
(AIRR) Act. The amendment was also in-
cluded in the Senate’s long-term FAA reau-
thorization bill. 

Electronic cigarette use has increased over 
the last decade with the increased education 
of the general public about the dangers and 
public health threats caused by traditional 
cigarettes to smokers and nonsmokers alike. 
For example, between 2010 and 2011, e-ciga-
rette use among adults doubled. Researchers 
and public health experts have voiced con-
cerns over the use of electronic cigarettes be-
cause there are still so many unknowns about 
the chemicals these devices can produce. The 
American Lung Association (ALA) has cited 
many concerns about the lack of regulation of 
e-cigarettes because they are being marketed 
to the public while the potential harm from 
secondhand e-cigarette emissions is unknown. 
ALA has identified two studies that show form-
aldehyde, acetaldehyde, benzene, tobacco- 
specific nitrosamines, and other harmful irri-
tants coming from e-cigarette emissions. In 
addition, the temperature of an e-cigarette can 
affect how harmful the chemicals are, but with 
no configuration standards, it is too difficult to 
uniformly assess the health effects of smoking 
e-cigarettes. The Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) issued a proposed rule in 2014 that 
would extend new regulatory authority to e- 
cigarettes by subjecting e-cigarettes to reg-
istration and product listing requirements, re-
strictions on marketing products prior to FDA 
review, and a prohibition on providing free 
samples as with traditional tobacco products. 

It has been over 25 years since legislation 
was passed banning smoking on domestic 
flights in the United States. In the 1960s, the 
U.S. Surgeon General identified smoking as a 
cause of increased mortality and by 1986, the 
U.S. Surgeon General had named second-
hand smoke a serious health risk. The Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, in its report ‘‘The 
Airliner Cabin Environment: Air Quality and 
Safety,’’ recommended a ban on smoking on 
all domestic commercial flights. The Associa-
tion of Flight Attendants can be credited with 
urging the smoking ban due to the negative 
health impacts flights attendants suffered 
working in cramped, closed-off spaces when a 
third or more passengers smoked in-flight. 
Congress used this information to include an 
amendment authored by then-Representative 
DICK DURBIN (D–IL) in the Federal Aviation Act 
that made domestic flights of two hours or less 
smoke-free. By 1990, this smoking ban was 
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extended to all domestic flights of six hours or 
less, and, in 2000, the Wendell H. Ford Avia-
tion Investment and Reform Act made all 
flights to and from the United States smoke- 
free. All of this was done even in the face of 
the strong tobacco industry’s opposition be-
cause of the undeniable health impacts of 
cigarettes and cigarette smoke. Many flyers do 
not remember a time without ‘‘No Smoking’’ 
signs located throughout a commercial air-
plane. 

In 2016, DOT issued its final rule to prohibit 
the use of e-cigarettes on U.S. airplanes. Leg-
islation is necessary to make this update ap-
plicable to all airlines, and permanent. Under 
current FAA policy, battery-powered electronic 
cigarettes, vaporizers, vape pens, atomizers, 
and electronic nicotine systems are prohibited 
in checked baggage, and the FAA rec-
ommends that such devices only be carried in 
the aircraft cabins because of safety issues. 

The current statutory smoking ban applies 
to the smoking of tobacco products on all 
scheduled passenger flights and on scheduled 
passenger flight segments on foreign air car-
riers in the U.S. and between the U.S. and for-
eign countries, unless a waiver is granted 
based on bilateral negotiations. The Banning 
the Use of Electronic Cigarettes on Airplanes 
Act of 2017 will amend the statutory definition 
of smoking in 49 U.S.C. 41706 to include the 
use of electronic cigarettes, defined as ‘‘a de-
vice that delivers nicotine or other substances 
to a user of the device in the form of a vapor 
that is inhaled to simulate the experience of 
smoking.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill. 

f 

THE CHARITY TRANSPARENCY 
ACT 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 2001 the 
U.S. Government shut down the Texas-based 
Holy Land Foundation for its role in sending 
money to Hamas. But some of the Holy Land 
Foundation’s employees are now working at 
501(c)(3) ‘‘charities’’ that are leading the Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions movement in 
the U.S. against Israel. 

Charitable American donors have no way of 
knowing of the questionable histories of some 
of the employees of these charities before 
they donate. My bill, The Charity Trans-
parency Act, will require organizations apply-
ing for 501(c)(3) status to disclose if any of 
their key employees once worked for such or-
ganizations. 

It would require no new paperwork and give 
the IRS no new authorities. It would just re-
quire one more disclosure on the already ex-
isting IRS documents. 

It would also not penalize any of these char-
ities. It would simply protect charitable Amer-
ican citizens and arm them with the informa-
tion they need to make better informed deci-
sions regarding where they donate their hard 
earned money. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant bill. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

DIANA ROGOZYAN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Diana 
Rogozyan for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Diana Rogozyan is a student at Drake Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Diana 
Rogozyan is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Diana Rogozyan for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RAUL ORTIZ 

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I include in 
the RECORD a letter from my constituent Raul 
Ortiz, age 8, to President Trump on World 
Refugee Day. 

DEAR PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP. Please re-
ceive a respectful greeting in my name and 
all the children and families that are part of 
LULAC’s Child Refugees United for Freedom 
group. My name is Raul Ortiz and I come 
from Honduras. I want to express to you my 
fear for the situation of many refugees that 
have arrived to the United States of America 
seeking refuge. I must share with you our 
sad reality that we live in because our coun-
tries of origin are full of crime and violence. 
This is why our parents risked our lives to 
bring us to safety in the USA. Here we are 
safe and have hope to see another tomorrow. 

Mr. President, we respectfully ask for your 
help, we ask you, a great man that is a re-
sponsible person dedicated to the USA, to 
please meet with us and listen to our stories 
and consider granting us protection. 

Abraham Lincoln is my favorite president. 
He ran as president under the National 
Union Party which was the name used by the 
Republican party for the 1864 presidential 
election, during the Civil War. The Repub-
lican party at this time under President Lin-
coln was successful in abolishing slavery. 

My favorite president Abraham Lincoln 
freed the slaves so I believe and have faith 
you President Trump can do the same thing 
with granting freedom to the Central Amer-
ican refugees just like me. 

God Bless You President Trump and God 
Bless The USA! 

Respectfully, 
RAUL ORTIZ, 

8 yrs old. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MR. JOHN A. SHANLEY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Mr. John Aloysius 
Shanley. John was a loving husband and fa-
ther. He passed away peacefully on June 5, 
2017, in the comfort of his home, surrounded 
by his family, after a hard fought battle against 
ALS. 

John was known for his sense of humor, his 
youthful heart, and his successful business, 
P.G. Tire Inc. Known to his family as 
‘‘PopPop,’’ John is survived by his wife Mar-
lene Shanley and four loving children Gene-
vieve and Charles Hawk, Nicholle and Ken-
neth Simpson, Joseph and Natalie Shanley, 
and Marilyn Shanley, as well as his sister, 
Sharon Shanley of Las Vegas, NV. He has 7 
grandchildren, Andrew Simpson, Ryleigh 
Simpson, Elizabeth Hawk, Colin Hawk, 
Maggie Shanley, Jack Shanley and Blaise 
Ingoglia. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. John Aloysius Shanley will 
be remembered as a humorous and humble 
man, beloved by his family and friends. I am 
very pleased to honor his life and legacy here 
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family and friends during this most difficult 
time. 

f 

SAM KEATING 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Sam Keating 
and his recent selection to the San Diego Pa-
dres in the 2017 MLB draft. Keating, a right- 
handed pitcher, was selected in the fourth 
round and has already signed with the organi-
zation. 

Keating’s high school career was one to be 
remembered as he led the Canterbury Cou-
gars to back-to-back Class 3A championships. 
In his senior year, he went 11–1 on the 
mound with a 1.06 Earned Run Average and 
93 strikeouts. 

I would like to congratulate Keating for tak-
ing the first step into the professional realm. 
His hard-work and dedication are paying off, 
and I look forward to hearing about his suc-
cesses in the years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAITLYN BAUDER, 
SADIE KRAUSE, MIGUEL ORTIZ, 
DEVAN RUDER, ASHTON SHOE-
MAKER, BRENNA SYDOW, ATHE-
NA TAYLOR, AND KYLE YAMADA 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize eight high school students who have 
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been chosen to represent the state of Colo-
rado as delegates at the Congress of Future 
Science and Technology Leaders. The stu-
dents are Caitlyn Bauder, Sadie Krause, 
Miguel Ortiz, Devan Ruder, Ashton Shoe-
maker, Brenna Sydow, Athena Taylor, and 
Kyle Yamada. 

The Congress of Future Science and Tech-
nology Leaders is an honors program that rec-
ognizes exceptional high school students who 
are pursuing careers as engineers, scientists, 
or technologists. 

These students are the future leaders of the 
STEM fields and our country. Through their 
studies, they have embodied the meaning of 
hard work and perseverance to achieve their 
goals, and will advance science and tech-
nology for future generations 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to recognize 
these students from the fourth district of Colo-
rado for their hard work and service to our 
community. I wish them the best in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. ED WAITS 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize a gentleman from my home state 
whose work in the area of respiratory care has 
undoubtedly saved countless lives. 

Mr. Ed Waits spent four decades working 
many long hours every day to serve patients 
in North Central, Alabama. 

Mr. Waits began his career in 1954 working 
in inhalation therapy at the Walker Oxygen 
Company. Waits would deliver oxygen tanks 
to local hospitals. 

In 1958, one of the hospitals Waits deliv-
ered oxygen to, West End Baptist Hospital, of-
fered him a fulltime position as an inhalation 
therapist. As part of this position, he also pro-
vided the same service for Highland Baptist 
Hospital. 

Mr. Wait’s workday began at 6:30 a.m. 
when most of us are just waking up. He would 
perform his duties at West End Hospital and 
then ride in a laundry truck to complete his 
days’ work at Highland Baptist. 

The job performed by Mr. Waits could at 
times be very grueling. If the elevator did not 
work, he would have to carry oxygen tanks, 
weighing between 75 and 100 pounds, up five 
flights of stairs slung over his shoulder. Mr. 
Waits also had to be on call 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, as he was the only inha-
lation therapy employee. He performed this 
non-stop service for four years before addi-
tional employees were hired. 

In 1963, Mr. Waits became the first presi-
dent of the Alabama Society of Inhalation 
Therapists. He has also received honorary 
doctorate degrees from Miles College and the 
American Pulmonary Medical Institute. He re-
tired from Princeton Baptist Hospital in 1994. 

Mr. Waits is also a veteran of our military. 
He served in the United States Navy from 
1951 to 1955. 

He is a true servant to his community, his 
state and to our country. This is why, for 
posterity’s sake, his accomplishments should 
forever be enshrined. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Mr. Ed Waits 
for his sacrifice and hard work on behalf of so 

many Alabamians over the years and for 
being an example for younger generations to 
look up to. 

f 

ELIAS VIGIL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Elias Vigil for 
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Elias Vigil is a student at Arvada K–8 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Elias Vigil 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Elias 
Vigil for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BIPARTISAN 
RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUP-
PORT FOR ADDRESSING THE 
ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT IN A 
CONCURRENT TRACK WITH THE 
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN PEACE 
PROCESS AND COMMENDING 
ARAB AND MUSLIM-MAJORITY 
STATES THAT HAVE IMPROVED 
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH 
ISRAEL 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a bipartisan resolution supporting 
the concurrent-track approach to the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace process. I want to acknowl-
edge and thank Representative ELIOT ENGEL, 
Ranking Member of the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and my friend and colleague 
across the aisle, Representative DAVID 
SCHWEIKERT, for introducing this resolution 
with me. 

There is no reason to parse words: the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict presents an im-
mensely difficult challenge. There are no easy 
answers. Successive United States Presi-
dential administrations have pursued peace 
agreements between the parties for over 30 
years, from the 1982 Reagan Plan for Middle 
East Peace to the 1993 Oslo Accords, Camp 
David Summit, Clinton Parameters, Annapolis 
Conference, and efforts to restart the peace 
process under the Obama Administration. 
Today, it seems as if progress has ground to 
a halt. 

The relationship between America and 
Israel is paramount. We stand with our ally 
and continue to support efforts to move the 

peace process forward, whenever and in any 
way possible. Despite lack of progress, Israel 
and some of her Arab neighbors have worked 
quietly and behind the scenes to improve bilat-
eral relations in recent years. Common threats 
posed by Iran and the Islamic State have al-
lowed for new limited dialogues to emerge. 
However limited they may be, these inter-
actions present a new approach for improving 
the outlook of the Middle East. 

The concurrent-track approach, sometimes 
referred to as the ‘‘outside-in’’ approach, en-
courages Arab and Muslim-majority states to 
improve bilateral relations with Israel, as Israel 
and the Palestinian Authority concurrently 
work to advance the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process. Although there are rarely, if ever, 
easy solutions to challenges as complex as 
bringing lasting peace to the Middle East, 
Congress should encourage and support 
those states willing to engage in that endeav-
or. 

The resolution expresses support for the 
concurrent track approach, and commends 
Arab and Muslim-majority states that have al-
ready taken steps to improve their bilateral re-
lations with Israel. I, like nearly all of my col-
leagues in Congress, continue to support a 
two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, negotiated between the State of Israel 
and the Palestinian Authority, and resulting in 
two states for two peoples, living side-by-side 
in peace, security, and mutual recognition. I 
believe this is the only way to ensure that both 
the Israeli people and the Palestinian people 
can have a sovereign homeland. The inability 
to achieve a two-state solution threatens the 
State of Israel’s security and identity as the 
democratic homeland of the Jewish people, 
just as it impedes the well-being and self-de-
termination of the Palestinian people. 

Earlier this month, we marked the 50th An-
niversary of Israel’s Six-Day War and the anni-
versary of the re-unification of Jerusalem. For 
the 19 years Jerusalem was divided, Jews 
were forced from the Jewish Quarter and the 
Old City, barred from Holy sites, and Jewish 
cemeteries and synagogues were vandalized. 
In the days leading up to the six-day war, the 
armies of Egypt, Jordan, and Syria massed on 
Israel’s borders, threatening the Jewish people 
with annihilation for the second time in just 
two decades. The Israeli people fought for 
their survival and achieved a miraculous vic-
tory. In reuniting the city, Jerusalem once 
again became a place where people of all 
faiths can worship. 

Despite this victory, the final status of Jeru-
salem and the safety of the State of Israel and 
its people, regardless of ethnicity or religion, 
will not be secured until peace is achieved. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to introduce this bi-
partisan resolution today, and urge its speedy 
consideration and passage by this body. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MASTER AT ARMS 
FIRST CLASS JOSEPH 
PELLICANO FROM PACE, FLOR-
IDA 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the incredibly heroic Master at Arms 
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First Class Joseph Pellicano from Pace, Flor-
ida, who is stationed at Naval Air Station Whit-
ing Field, for the role that he played in saving 
the life of young Kaysin Willis. 

On January 16, 2017, MA1 Pellicano, while 
en route to work at NAS Whiting Field, drove 
upon a two-car accident and stopped to 
render aid. A small child had been injured in 
the incident and upon realization that the child 
was unresponsive and had no vital signs, MA1 
Pellicano began CPR on the child. 

He was able to successfully resuscitate the 
child, and then assisted the medical team as 
they prepared the child for transport to the 
local children’s hospital. The child’s injuries 
were extensive, yet Kaysin was able to make 
a full recovery and is now home with his fam-
ily. This would not have been possible without 
the quick thinking and selfless initiative that 
MA1 Pellicano demonstrated on this day. 

I would like to extend my gratitude to MA1 
Pellicano for his valiant efforts that resulted in 
saving this young child’s life. His exceptional 
character is evidenced by his courageous and 
extraordinary actions. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, and a grateful community, I am 
privileged to recognize Master at Arms First 
Class Joseph Pellicano for his bravery and 
thank him for his service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF DANIELLE BERMUDEZ 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the achievements of Ms. Danielle 
Bermudez. Ms. Bermudez has been chosen 
as a Fulbright scholar, the first to ever be cho-
sen from the University of California, Merced. 
Her accomplishment brings great pride to the 
Merced community and to all who have wit-
nessed her hard work. 

The idea behind the Fulbright Program 
began in 1945, when Senator J. William Ful-
bright introduced a bill to the United States 
Congress calling for the use of surplus war 
property in order to fund the ’promotion of 
international good will through the exchange of 
students in the fields of education, culture, and 
science.’ President Harry S. Truman signed 
that bill into law in 1946 and Congress created 
the Fulbright Program. This international edu-
cational exchange program has fostered bilat-
eral relationships, allowing both citizens and 
governments of other countries to work to-
gether with the United States and set joint pri-
orities to shape the program’s shared needs. 
Since the beginning of the program, there 
have been more than 360,000 Fulbright par-
ticipants from the United States and other 
countries and Fulbright alumni from 14 coun-
tries have been awarded 57 Nobel prizes, 82 
Pulitzer prizes, and 37 alumni have become 
heads of state or government. 

The Fulbright program currently awards ap-
proximately 1,900 United States student 
grants annually in all fields of study. In March 
of 2017, Ms. Bermudez was selected as a Ful-
bright scholarship recipient. Ms. Bermudez is 
a fourth year doctoral student in the Inter-
disciplinary Humanities at the University of 
California, Merced. She was nominated for 

Outstanding Student Leadership in 2015, 
2016, and 2017. She has also demonstrated 
an exceptional academic and professional 
record, outstanding personal qualifications, 
and language preparation among many other 
qualifications to receive this award. Addition-
ally, she served as an intern for California 
Assemblymember Adam Gray in 2014. Ms. 
Bermudez shows her dedication and hard 
work as the first student from the University of 
California, Merced to ever receive a Fulbright 
scholarship. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the achievements of Ms. 
Danielle Bermudez for receiving this pres-
tigious award. I know she will continue to en-
courage the Fulbright program’s goals of pro-
moting mutual understanding among nations 
through her engagement in her host commu-
nity and look forward to hear what else she 
will accomplish next. 

f 

IN HONOR OF FREEDOM HIGH 
SCHOOL’S ODYSSEY OF THE 
MIND WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
TEAM 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize a group of students from Freedom 
High School, who recently won the Odyssey of 
the Mind World Championship on May 27, 
2017. Leading up to this global competition in 
Michigan, the Freedom High School team won 
a Virginia Regional competition as well as the 
Virginia state championship, and these ex-
traordinary achievements show how far dedi-
cation, hard work, and commitment to team-
work can take a group as they competed with 
some of the best student teams across the 
world. 

The Odyssey of the Mind World Champion-
ship is a STEM-based scholastic competition 
in which students devise innovative solutions 
to challenges, such as assembling vehicles 
and integrating them into timed skits. These 
problems and programs allow students to con-
vert their ideas and knowledge into tangible 
results in a stimulating and competitive atmos-
phere. During the world championship, each 
team participated in three competitions, includ-
ing a spontaneous problem solving challenge, 
a style competition, and finally a long term 
problem, which the team has worked on for 6 
to 7 months. 

Under the leadership of Coaches Bill and 
Judy Munley, Freedom High School’s cham-
pionship winning team consisted of seniors Mi-
chael Munley, Aditi Shukla, Manisha Kusuma, 
Apekchha Pradhan and juniors Virginia Camp-
bell, Zander Rodriguez, and Sarana Adhikari. 
While the team has qualified for 5 world com-
petitions in the past 10 years, this is the only 
Loudoun County team to ever win the cham-
pionship at the global level. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring Freedom High School’s Odys-
sey of the Mind team for winning the Odyssey 
of the Mind World Championship and rep-
resenting Virginia’s 10th Congressional District 
with such distinction. I wish Bill, Judy, and the 
entire team the best in their future endeavors. 

IN RECOGNITION OF WE KAYAK 
GROSSE ILE ON THE DATE OF 
ITS SECOND ANNUAL BLESSING 
OF THE FLEET 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize WE Kayak Grosse Ile on the date of 
the organization’s second annual Blessing of 
the Fleet. WE Kayak provides structured rec-
reational activities accessible to all members 
of the Downriver community in the Grosse 
Ile’s waterways. 

Originally started in 2012, WE Kayak is a 
Grosse Ile-based organization that organizes 
weekly paddles available to the general public 
on the waterways in and around Grosse Ile, 
Michigan. The organization is active from Me-
morial Day through Labor Day, and has grown 
substantially from its initial group of six 
kayakers. Today, WE Kayak hosts several 
dozen members of the community each week 
to participate in exploring the waters while en-
gaging with each other. The organization also 
hosts an annual Blessing of the Fleet, where 
WE Kayak, along with other members of the 
community, honor Kayakers who have passed 
and bless those who regularly go out on the 
water. This free community initiative has 
helped engage Grosse Ile residents while pro-
viding opportunities for physical recreation. 

Initiatives like WE Kayak help bring the 
community together while allowing members 
to explore and appreciate the natural beauty 
around the Grosse Ile area. As the only orga-
nized public paddle on Grosse Ile, WE Kayak 
has played a key role in promoting physical 
activity and engagement while introducing new 
members of the organizations to a community 
of like-minded kayakers and nature enthu-
siasts. The group also serves as a forum for 
individuals to exchange information about 
other water sports events in the area, and it is 
my hope that WE Kayak continues to provide 
access opportunities for recreation for all indi-
viduals in the Grosse Ile area in the coming 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring WE Kayak on the date of the or-
ganization’s second annual Blessing of the 
Fleet. WE Kayak has helped individuals ex-
plore Grosse Ile’s waterways and foster a 
strong community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
COALINGA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Coalinga Police Department, 
and honor the Ninetieth Anniversary of its 
founding. 

In 1927, the Coalinga Police Department 
was established to serve and protect the City 
of Coalinga, California, located in the Pleasant 
Valley of Western Fresno County, and its 
2,900 residents. At the time of its formation, 
the Department consisted of two officers and 
operated under Coalinga’s first Police Chief, 
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Walter Hayes. Since its humble beginnings, 
both the Police Department and the City of 
Coalinga have grown exponentially. Today, 
the Coalinga Police Department has a total of 
thirty-one sworn officers, a twenty-four hours a 
day dispatch center, and serves approximately 
18,000 citizens. 

While the Police Department has grown im-
mensely in the last ninety years, it’s commit-
ment to public safety has remained constant. 
The force has continued to provide a safe and 
peaceful environment in the city through effec-
tive and impartial law enforcement. From body 
camera implementation and advanced inves-
tigative techniques to cannabis regulation, the 
department strives to be on the cutting edge 
of law enforcement tactics and services. They 
are also committed to meeting the needs of 
residents and businesses through active par-
ticipation and community partnerships. The 
Coalinga Police Department hosts annual 
community events including blood drives, ani-
mal vaccination clinics, and Christmas toy 
drives. The Department provides security de-
tail services at Coalinga City and Chamber of 
Commerce events, such as the Coalinga 
Horned Toad Derby, an event that has 
brought visitors to the City for the past eighty- 
two years. This strategy encourages a strong-
er partnership between the community and the 
Police Department. 

Additionally, the Coalinga Police Department 
prides itself on being the first Police Depart-
ment in the State of California to have a fe-
male Police Chief. Chief Luella ‘‘Kay’’ Hollo-
way was the first female law enforcement ex-
ecutive to be appointed by Governor Edmund 
G. Brown in 1975 to chair the Commission on 
Peace Officer Standards and Training. In ac-
knowledgement of the contributions made to 
ensure the safety and betterment of its local 
residents, the Coalinga Police Department 
was presented with the Community Service 
Award from the Coalinga Chamber of Com-
merce. The Police Department has continued 
to exemplify extraordinary service to the Peo-
ple of Coalinga over the past nineteen years, 
and their bravery is worthy of recognition. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing the Coalinga Police Department on their 
Ninetieth Anniversary and wish them another 
ninety years of success in serving the commu-
nity. 

f 

CATHERINE WINCKLER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Catherine 
Winckler for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Catherine Winckler is a student at Warren 
Tech North and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Catherine 
Winckler is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Catherine Winckler for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

IN HONOR OF THE 48TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MINISTRY OF PAS-
TOR ERASTUS AND ELECT LADY 
ANNIE PEARL GODFREY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
48th anniversary of Pastor Erastus Godfrey 
and his wife, Elect Lady Annie Pearl Godfrey, 
serving in the ministry. 

Before his birth, Pastor Godfrey’s mother re-
ceived a prophetic work to name him Erastus, 
because she knew he would grow up to 
preach the gospel. 

Pastor Godfrey was called into the ministry 
in 1969 at the Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church. After four years, he was called to be 
pastor at the Shiloh Baptist Church in 
Silverun, Alabama, for six years. He then be-
came pastor of Union Baptist Church in 
Stewartville, Alabama, for 23 years. 

On March 14, 2004, Pastor Godfrey found-
ed the New Beginning Ministries in Sylacauga, 
Alabama, and still serves there today. 

He received his biblical education at Shocco 
Springs in Talladega, Alabama and at 
Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Pastor Godfrey has been married to Elect 
Lady Annie Pearl Godfrey for over 50 years 
and is a second-generation minister. 

He has three sons, one daughter and a 
daughter-in-law who have also been called 
into the ministry. His wife is an inspiration to 
the church family at New Beginning Ministries. 

Their children include: Kenneth Collins, 
Erastus Herbert Godfrey, Terry Fuller, Etta 
Taylor, Jeannette Godfrey, DeForest Godfrey 
and Mary Thompson. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Pastor Erastus and Elect Lady Annie Pearl 
Godfrey for their 48 years of service in the 
ministry. 
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