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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 

order of the House of January 3, 2017, 
the Chair will now recognize Members 
from lists submitted by the majority 
and minority leaders for morning-hour 
debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

CLOSING THE SKILLS GAP 
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes 

the gentlewoman from North Carolina 
(Ms. FOXX) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it is good 
news that the jobless rate has dropped 
to 4.3 percent, the lowest level in more 
than a decade. However, we still face 
tough challenges in building an econ-
omy that supplies employers with the 
talent needed to be competitive and in 
educating workers with the skills need-
ed for success in today’s economy. 

Because our economy increasingly 
requires a more skilled workforce, the 
next generation of workers needs edu-
cation beyond the traditional high 
school degree to find good-paying jobs 
that enable them to move up the career 
ladder and firmly into the middle class. 

To solve these challenges, we need a 
strong demand-driven workforce devel-
opment system that aligns education 
with the needs of employers. That is 
why the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, which I am proud to 
chair, recently advanced, with unani-
mous support, legislation that will 
strengthen skills-focused education 
and help equip more students with the 
skills they need to achieve success. 

However, the real solutions lie out-
side of Washington. That is why I am 
pleased the private sector is leading 
the way so that workers in industries 
have the skills to compete and prosper 
in the global economy. 

I want to commend companies like 
JPMorgan Chase, Toyota, IBM, Boeing, 
and so many others for their commit-
ment to creating public-private part-
nerships aimed at closing our skills gap 
and helping America’s employers and 
workers succeed. 

Recently, I had the opportunity to 
join a roundtable discussion with work-
force development experts from a wide 
array of nonprofits, educational insti-
tutions, and workforce development 
leaders. They are working with em-
ployers to build sustainable and robust 
pipelines of talent to fill growing needs 
in critical sectors, such as healthcare 
and technology. 

Communities across the country are 
looking to power their businesses with 
talent from their local communities, 
and they are doing this by developing 
partnerships that focus on employer 
engagement strategies, creating or ex-
panding career pathways, reducing bar-
riers to employment, and more effec-
tively connecting students and grad-
uates to jobs. 

Helping people gain the skills they 
need to compete in the workforce is 
also a powerful approach to expanding 
access to opportunity and promoting 
economic mobility, because even as the 
economy improves, there are still vul-
nerable people at risk of being left be-
hind. 

Without the right skills and mean-
ingful postsecondary credentials, these 
young people face entering the work-
force without very bright prospects or, 
worse, unemployed and out of school. 

We also need to create more opportu-
nities for workers to obtain good-pay-
ing jobs that require more than a high 
school diploma but less than a college 
degree. This can help reduce unemploy-

ment by aligning education programs 
with the skills employers need. 

As an example, JPMorgan Chase’s 
New Skills for Youth initiative is help-
ing expand high-quality education pro-
grams that begin in high school and 
end with postsecondary credentials and 
lead to long-term careers. Young peo-
ple can gain the skills needed to enter 
high-paying occupations in growing 
fields, such as robotics, medical 
science, and coding, to build a prom-
ising future. 

Failing to prepare young people with 
the right skills and education for these 
jobs is a missed opportunity for them 
personally, for our country, and our 
economy. 

By working together on educational 
initiatives like New Skills for Youth, 
employers, nonprofits, and educational 
institutions can drive economic 
growth, promote greater mobility in 
communities throughout the country, 
and help more Americans achieve a 
lifetime of success. 

f 

HONORING FALLEN SAILORS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HILL). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, firstly, I 
could not take this microphone on this 
occasion and not remember Congress-
man SCALISE, his injuries, and wish 
him and his family well, and the other 
victims of the cowardly and horrific as-
sault on our colleagues and on our gov-
ernment last week in Virginia, but I 
came here specifically to honor seven 
Americans who died on the USS Fitz-
gerald. 

Seven United States naval soldiers 
died when the Fitzgerald collided with a 
Japanese freighter. And there was a 
story this morning in The New York 
Times, another on the Daily Beast, and 
I am sure there are others, that caught 
my attention. 
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The New York Times story showed 

the divergent backgrounds of these 
seven sailors. They are all Americans, 
but one has roots in Okinawa, an-
other’s roots were in the Philippines, 
another Vietnam, another Guatemala, 
then there was an Ohioan and a Vir-
ginian and a sailor named Martin from 
Maryland. 

They are representative of our 
United States Navy, from different 
backgrounds, given an opportunity to 
serve our country, some because they 
are helping their families, some to gain 
citizenship, but all to serve our Nation, 
and all seven of these gentlemen lost 
their lives. 

I had the honor of going on a naval 
sub about 10 days ago, the Providence, 
and I saw the camaraderie on that ship. 
There were no Caucasian sailors or Af-
rican-American sailors or Asian-Amer-
ican or Latin-American; there weren’t 
gay or straight sailors. They were 
United States sailors, United States 
Navy personnel. And they come to-
gether in a camaraderie to serve our 
country and to serve each other as 
shipmates in a way that is gratifying 
to witness and is special for our Na-
tion. 

Now, I want to mention who these 
sailors were, because they need to be 
memorialized here. Xavier Martin was 
from Maryland; Shingo Douglass was 
from Okinawa and San Diego, Cali-
fornia; Dakota Rigsby, Palmyra, Vir-
ginia; Carlos Sibayan from Chula 
Vista, California, but the Philippines 
was the spot of origin, and his grand-
father, who is a Filipino, also served in 
our United States Navy; Ngoc Truong 
Huynh, Vietnam, Oakville, Con-
necticut; Noe Hernandez was from 
Texas by way of Guatemala; and fi-
nally, Gary Rehm, Jr., from Ohio. 

The Daily Beast told me something 
about Gary Rehm, Jr., that I wouldn’t 
have garnered from The New York 
Times story that was so wonderful as it 
described the backgrounds and really 
the rainbow that these seven men made 
of America. 

Gary Rehm was due to finish his 
service in 3 months, and he considered 
everybody on that ship, all the sailors, 
his kids. He had no children of his own, 
but the sailors were his kids. He res-
cued up to 20 sailors to see to it after 
the crash that they survived and then 
went to try to rescue six others, and it 
is at that point that Gary Rehm lost 
his life. He lost his life serving his ship-
mates, as he called them, his kids, his 
fellow sailors. 

They were shipmates and sailors and 
United States naval personnel. They 
weren’t Filipinos or Vietnamese or any 
other description. Gary Rehm, Jr., was 
a hero trying to save others. The other 
six were heroes, too, serving our coun-
try, and they lost their lives. 

It was a great experience to be on the 
Providence, and it is a great honor to 
represent Millington Naval Air Base, 
which serves our country for personnel 
and recruitment purposes. 

I am honored to be in this Congress, 
but more honored to represent people 

in the United States Naval Academy. I 
thank those seven for their valiant ef-
forts and for giving their lives in serv-
ice to their country. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MITCHELL) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God, Father of us all, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

Please send Your spirit upon this as-
sembly, that the men and women who 
serve the United States in contentious 
times such as these might better work 
together for the benefit of our Nation. 
This is not easy, so bless them with 
Your wisdom and give them the pa-
tience and understanding to rise to the 
demands of their calling. 

So also we ask Your blessing upon 
our world, where so many live and un-
fortunately die in nations and regions 
cursed by violence and division. Lord, 
have mercy. 

Lord, be with us this day and all 
days, and may all that is done be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SCHNEI-
DER) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SCHNEIDER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on World Refugee Day to share 

the remarkable story of one of my 
younger constituents, 8-year-old Raul 
Ortiz. 

Raul was born amidst the gang-driv-
en violence in Honduras. When he was 
5, Raul was kidnapped and held for ran-
som by a crime cartel. Following his 
release, he and his mother later fled to 
the safety and the security offered by 
the United States. 

Raul and his mom rightly worried for 
their security if they were forced to re-
turn to Honduras, and are seeking asy-
lum in our country. 

Raul is visiting Washington today to 
share a letter he wrote to President 
Trump to remember and protect ref-
ugee children like himself. 

Writing of what the United States 
means to him, Raul writes: ‘‘Here we 
are safe, and we have hope to see an-
other tomorrow.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we are a country that 
was founded and built by immigrants 
and refugees, many fleeing oppression 
and violence. 

Raul’s story is our story. We cannot 
allow the door of opportunity and safe-
ty to close on the next generation of 
Americans like Raul seeking refuge 
here. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 19, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
June 19, 2017, at 1:49 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 782. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1506 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. CHENEY) at 3 o’clock and 
6 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
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will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

MOBILE WORKFORCE STATE IN-
COME TAX SIMPLIFICATION ACT 
OF 2017 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1393) to limit the authority of 
States to tax certain income of em-
ployees for employment duties per-
formed in other States. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1393 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Mobile 
Workforce State Income Tax Simplification 
Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. LIMITATIONS ON STATE WITHHOLDING 

AND TAXATION OF EMPLOYEE IN-
COME. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—No part of the wages or 
other remuneration earned by an employee 
who performs employment duties in more 
than one State shall be subject to income 
tax in any State other than— 

(1) the State of the employee’s residence; 
and 

(2) the State within which the employee is 
present and performing employment duties 
for more than 30 days during the calendar 
year in which the wages or other remunera-
tion is earned. 

(b) WAGES OR OTHER REMUNERATION.— 
Wages or other remuneration earned in any 
calendar year shall not be subject to State 
income tax withholding and reporting re-
quirements unless the employee is subject to 
income tax in such State under subsection 
(a). Income tax withholding and reporting re-
quirements under subsection (a)(2) shall 
apply to wages or other remuneration earned 
as of the commencement date of employ-
ment duties in the State during the calendar 
year. 

(c) OPERATING RULES.—For purposes of de-
termining penalties related to an employer’s 
State income tax withholding and reporting 
requirements— 

(1) an employer may rely on an employee’s 
annual determination of the time expected 
to be spent by such employee in the States 
in which the employee will perform duties 
absent— 

(A) the employer’s actual knowledge of 
fraud by the employee in making the deter-
mination; or 

(B) collusion between the employer and the 
employee to evade tax; 

(2) except as provided in paragraph (3), if 
records are maintained by an employer in 
the regular course of business that record 
the location of an employee, such records 
shall not preclude an employer’s ability to 
rely on an employee’s determination under 
paragraph (1); and 

(3) notwithstanding paragraph (2), if an 
employer, at its sole discretion, maintains a 
time and attendance system that tracks 
where the employee performs duties on a 
daily basis, data from the time and attend-
ance system shall be used instead of the em-
ployee’s determination under paragraph (1). 

(d) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—For 
purposes of this Act: 

(1) DAY.— 
(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), 

an employee is considered present and per-
forming employment duties within a State 
for a day if the employee performs more of 
the employee’s employment duties within 
such State than in any other State during a 
day. 

(B) If an employee performs employment 
duties in a resident State and in only one 
nonresident State during one day, such em-
ployee shall be considered to have performed 
more of the employee’s employment duties 
in the nonresident State than in the resident 
State for such day. 

(C) For purposes of this paragraph, the por-
tion of the day during which the employee is 
in transit shall not be considered in deter-
mining the location of an employee’s per-
formance of employment duties. 

(2) EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘‘employee’’ has 
the same meaning given to it by the State in 
which the employment duties are performed, 
except that the term ‘‘employee’’ shall not 
include a professional athlete, professional 
entertainer, qualified production employee, 
or certain public figures. 

(3) PROFESSIONAL ATHLETE.—The term 
‘‘professional athlete’’ means a person who 
performs services in a professional athletic 
event, provided that the wages or other re-
muneration are paid to such person for per-
forming services in his or her capacity as a 
professional athlete. 

(4) PROFESSIONAL ENTERTAINER.—The term 
‘‘professional entertainer’’ means a person of 
prominence who performs services in the 
professional performing arts for wages or 
other remuneration on a per-event basis, 
provided that the wages or other remunera-
tion are paid to such person for performing 
services in his or her capacity as a profes-
sional entertainer. 

(5) QUALIFIED PRODUCTION EMPLOYEE.—The 
term ‘‘qualified production employee’’ means 
a person who performs production services of 
any nature directly in connection with a 
State qualified, certified or approved film, 
television or other commercial video produc-
tion for wages or other remuneration, pro-
vided that the wages or other remuneration 
paid to such person are qualified production 
costs or expenditures under such State’s 
qualified, certified or approved film incen-
tive program, and that such wages or other 
remuneration must be subject to with-
holding under such film incentive program 
as a condition to treating such wages or 
other remuneration as a qualified production 
cost or expenditure. 

(6) CERTAIN PUBLIC FIGURES.—The term 
‘‘certain public figures’’ means persons of 
prominence who perform services for wages 
or other remuneration on a per-event basis, 
provided that the wages or other remunera-
tion are paid to such person for services pro-
vided at a discrete event, in the nature of a 
speech, public appearance, or similar event. 

(7) EMPLOYER.—The term ‘‘employer’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 
3401(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(26 U.S.C. 3401(d)), unless such term is de-
fined by the State in which the employee’s 
employment duties are performed, in which 
case the State’s definition shall prevail. 

(8) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means any of 
the several States. 

(9) TIME AND ATTENDANCE SYSTEM.—The 
term ‘‘time and attendance system’’ means a 
system in which— 

(A) the employee is required on a contem-
poraneous basis to record his work location 
for every day worked outside of the State in 
which the employee’s employment duties are 
primarily performed; and 

(B) the system is designed to allow the em-
ployer to allocate the employee’s wages for 
income tax purposes among all States in 
which the employee performs employment 
duties for such employer. 

(10) WAGES OR OTHER REMUNERATION.—The 
term ‘‘wages or other remuneration’’ may be 
limited by the State in which the employ-
ment duties are performed. 
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY. 

(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This Act shall take 
effect on January 1 of the second calendar 
year that begins after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—This Act shall not 
apply to any tax obligation that accrues be-
fore the effective date of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. NADLER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 1393, currently under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, the Mobile Work-
force State Income Tax Simplification 
Act provides a clear, uniform frame-
work for when States may tax non-
resident employees who travel to the 
taxing State to perform work. In par-
ticular, this bill prevents States from 
imposing income tax compliance bur-
dens on nonresidents who work in a 
foreign State for 30 days or fewer in a 
year. 

The State tax laws that determine 
when a nonresident must pay a foreign 
State’s income tax and when employers 
must withhold this tax are numerous 
and varied. Some States tax income 
earned within their borders by non-
residents even if the employee only 
works in the State for just 1 day. 

These complicated rules impact ev-
eryone who travels for work and many 
industries. As just one example, the 
Judiciary Committee heard testimony 
in 2015 that the patchwork of State 
laws resulted in a manufacturing com-
pany issuing 50 W–2s to a single em-
ployee for a single year. The company 
executive also noted, regarding the 
compliance burden, that ‘‘many of our 
affected employees make less than 
$50,000 per year and have limited re-
sources to seek professional advice.’’ 

States generally allow a credit for in-
come taxes paid to another State; how-
ever, it is not always dollar for dollar 
when local taxes are factored in. Cred-
its also do not relieve workers of sub-
stantial paperwork burdens. 

There are substantial burdens on em-
ployers as well. The committee heard 
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testimony in 2014 that businesses, in-
cluding small businesses, that operate 
interstate are subject to significant 
regulatory burdens with regard to com-
pliance with nonresident State income 
tax withholding laws. These burdens 
distract from productive activity and 
job creation. 

Nevertheless, some object that the 
States will lose revenue if the bill is 
enacted. However, an analysis from 
Ernst & Young found that the bill’s 
revenue impact is minimal. There is 
little motive for fraud and gaming be-
cause the amount of money at issue, 
taxes on less than 30 days’ wages, is 
minimal. 

Also, the income tax generally has to 
be paid; the question is merely to 
whom. Nor does this bill violate fed-
eralism principles. On the contrary, it 
is an exercise of Congress’ Commerce 
Clause authority in precisely the situa-
tion for which it was intended. 

The Supreme Court has explained 
that the Commerce Clause was in-
formed by structural concerns about 
the effects of State regulation on the 
national economy. Under the Articles 
of Confederation, State taxes and du-
ties hindered and suppressed interstate 
commerce. The Framers intended the 
Commerce Clause as a cure for these 
structural ills. This bill fits squarely 
within this authority by bringing uni-
formity to cases of de minimis pres-
ence by interstate workers in order to 
reduce compliance costs. 

Last year’s version of the bill passed 
the House on suspension by voice vote. 
This year’s version is nearly identical, 
with two changes: 

The professional entertainer exemp-
tion is narrowed from ‘‘a person who 
performs services’’ to ‘‘a person of 
prominence who performs services’’ in 
order to ensure that other entertainers 
retain the benefit of the bill’s protec-
tions. 

Second, the list of exclusions is ex-
panded to cover film production em-
ployees if associated tax credits for 
instate productions are contingent on 
withholding film production wages 
earned in the State. This avoids disrup-
tion in such arrangements. 

I commend the bill’s lead sponsors, 
Representatives BISHOP and JOHNSON, 
and thank all of the bill’s cosponsors. 

Madam Speaker, I urge the bill’s pas-
sage, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in opposition 
to H.R. 1393. This bill represents a 
major assault on the sovereignty of the 
States, and it does particular damage 
to my home State of New York, depriv-
ing it of more than $100 million a year 
of its own tax revenue, which hardly 
fits the de minimis description by the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

The Mobile Workforce State Income 
Tax Simplification Act would prohibit 
States from collecting income tax from 
an individual unless the person works 

more than 30 days in that State in a 
calendar year. 

Simplifying and harmonizing the 
rules on tax collection across the coun-
try is a worthy goal, and I support ef-
forts by the States and the Multistate 
Tax Commission to resolve the issue. 
New York has been an active partici-
pant in these negotiations and wants 
to reach a fair solution. But imposing a 
solution on States, and one that would 
cause a large financial burden on par-
ticular States, is clearly not the an-
swer. 

The power to tax is a key index of 
sovereignty; yet this legislation would 
prohibit States from taxing activity 
solely within their own borders except 
as prescribed in the bill. I think that is 
constitutionally dubious. Although I 
take a broad view generally of the 
Commerce Clause, I doubt it extends to 
authorizing Federal regulation of a 
State’s ability to tax a person doing 
business within that State’s own bor-
ders. 

This bill is also deeply troubling as a 
matter of policy. Under this legisla-
tion, if you work in a State of which 
you are not a resident for fewer than 30 
days, your income will not be subject 
to tax by that State. That amounts to 
6 weeks of 5-day workweeks. While a de 
minimis exception may make some 
sense, I hardly think that 6 weeks is de 
minimis. 

Ultimately, the threshold for tax-
ation is for each State to decide for 
itself. If I were still a member of the 
New York Legislature, I would consider 
the political and economic merits of 
taxing out-of-State business activity, 
and I would vote based on what I 
thought was best for my State. But by 
what right does Congress step in to tell 
New York that it must forego more 
than $100 million a year based on eco-
nomic activity that occurs entirely 
within its borders? 

In some States, the 30-day threshold 
may not have a great fiscal impact. 
But New York State, for example, is 
home to New York City, the Nation’s 
center of commerce, which also sits 
right across the river from New Jersey 
and a very short distance from Con-
necticut. This makes New York a 
major destination for out-of-State 
business travelers and makes it, by far, 
the hardest hit State under this bill. 
According to the New York State De-
partment of Taxation and Finance, 
losses could be up to $120 million a year 
for New York. 

b 1515 

This enormous financial loss would 
come at a time that the President and 
the Republican Congress are proposing 
to shift significant responsibilities to 
the States, while simultaneously slash-
ing Federal assistance. If we further 
deprive New York of $120 million each 
year, and limit its ability to tax activ-
ity occurring within its own borders, 
vital services like education, law en-
forcement, and healthcare could all be 
on the chopping block. 

During consideration of H.R. 1393 in 
the Judiciary Committee, I offered two 
amendments that would have miti-
gated its impact. The first would have 
reduced the bill’s 30-day threshold to a 
far more reasonable 14 days, which is 
still almost 3 weeks of work without 
being subject to taxation. The other 
would have added highly paid individ-
uals to the bill’s list of exemptions, 
which would help avoid loopholes that 
could allow wealthy people to escape 
millions of dollars of taxation. 

Had my amendments been accepted, 
the expected impact on New York 
would have been reduced by as much as 
$85 million a year. While still causing a 
significant drain on resources, these 
amendments would have gone a long 
way to making the bill fairer, while 
still achieving its underlying goals. 
Unfortunately, these amendments were 
defeated, and, therefore, I must oppose 
the bill. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself 30 seconds to respond to 
the gentleman from New York. 

I would like to point out that those 
revenues that might flow to New York 
because of their onerous system of im-
posing taxation for as little as one 
day’s work in New York redounds to 
the benefit of the other 49 States, who 
would then receive that tax benefit, as 
it properly should. 

Madam Speaker, I yield such time as 
he may consume to the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. BISHOP), the lead 
sponsor of the legislation. 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the chairman for 
yielding. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to 
speak on my bipartisan, bicameral bill, 
H.R. 1393, the Mobile Workforce State 
Income Tax Simplification Act. 

Madam Speaker, the 10th Amend-
ment gives States the freedom to set 
their own public policy. It is impor-
tant, however, that they do so in a way 
that does not infringe upon the Com-
merce Clause of the United States Con-
stitution, which gives jurisdiction over 
interstate commerce to Congress. 

With our constitutional mandate in 
mind, at a time of rapid expansion in 
our workforce and an increasingly 
global and mobile economy, it is in-
cumbent upon Congress to simplify and 
ease the complex burden that is im-
posed on interstate commerce activity. 

In my 25 years as an attorney and a 
small-business owner, I am uniquely 
aware of the task of complying with 
the complexities of the various State 
income taxes, especially when you 
travel to another State for business. 

The burden to comply is a particular 
burden to small businesses, as well as 
their employees, because they simply 
do not have the resources and cannot 
absorb the compliance costs. As a re-
sult, the current tax framework puts 
smaller businesses, the very backbone 
of our economy, at a substantial com-
petitive disadvantage relative to larger 
businesses. 
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And complex reporting requirements 

punish the employees, too. The time 
and overall expenses that result from 
filing all of this paperwork is over-
whelming, and, in many cases, finan-
cially devastating. It is all because 
they had the audacity to work outside 
of their home State. 

Rather than driving profits back into 
their businesses and community by ex-
panding payrolls and reducing the price 
of consumer goods, businesses are 
being forced to spend their hard- 
earned, scarce resources on complying 
with a menagerie of convoluted and ri-
diculous State income tax laws. 

While crafting this legislation in 
committee, we heard a lot of anecdotal 
information and a lot of personal 
testimonials. In fact, we heard first-
hand testimony from an employee, in-
dicating that his employer had to file 
over 10,000 W–2s on behalf of their nu-
merous employees, primarily because 
they had crossed State lines for work. 
He went on to tell us one of his co-
workers had to file 50 W–2s—that is 50 
W–2s—just for himself. 

That didn’t make sense to us, and it 
certainly doesn’t make sense to most 
Americans. Imagine an individual, 
making less than $50,000 a year, having 
to file 10, 20, or even 50 W–2s. It is ridic-
ulous, and it is unacceptable. 

Madam Speaker, I am an ardent de-
fender of the United States Constitu-
tion—in particular, the 10th Amend-
ment—which delegates authority not 
granted to the Federal Government, to 
the States. 

That said, the Constitution gives ple-
nary jurisdiction to Congress relative 
to the regulation of interstate com-
merce, under Article I, section 8. It is, 
therefore, as in this case, the constitu-
tional responsibility of Congress to 
identify and respond to an increasingly 
mobile and global economy and relieve 
it of unnecessary burdensome compli-
ance requirements resulting from a 
patchwork of unique State income tax 
laws. 

And that is why many groups that 
advocate on behalf of States, such as 
the American Legislative Exchange 
Council, agree with this legislation, be-
cause H.R. 1393 is the type of simple 
and streamlined interstate commerce 
regulation Congress should be enact-
ing. In fact, there are more than 300 
outside organizations that have en-
couraged support of this bill. 

With the help of my colleague, HANK 
JOHNSON, on the other side of the aisle, 
our Mobile Workforce State Income 
Tax Simplification Act is a carefully 
crafted, bipartisan, and bicameral 
measure that streamlines State income 
tax laws across the Nation. 

It creates a uniform threshold, giving 
nonresidents 30 days to work in an-
other State without being liable for 
that State’s income tax. This simple 
and straightforward language ensures 
employees will have a clear under-
standing of their tax liability, and it 
gives employers a clear and consistent 
rule so that they can plan and accu-

rately predict their tax liability, know-
ing the same rule applies for all States 
with an income tax. 

It also means much less paperwork 
and reduced compliance costs for both 
States and businesses and their em-
ployees. 

The goal of H.R. 1393 is to protect our 
mobile workers, and that includes trav-
eling emergency workers and first re-
sponders; trade union workers; non-
profit staff; teachers; Federal, State, 
and local government employees; and 
much more. Any organization that has 
employees who cross State lines for 
temporary periods will benefit from 
this law. 

I would also note that great care was 
taken with this bill to diminish the im-
pact on State revenues. You heard tes-
timony earlier relative to its impact 
on State governments. In fact, a 2015 
study by Ernst & Young found that 
H.R. 1393 would actually raise State in-
come tax revenues, while other States 
would only see a de minimis change. 

With that said, I would like to take 
this time to thank all of the members 
of the Mobile Workforce Coalition who 
support our bill; Chairman GOODLATTE 
and his world class staff for all of their 
work; my 57 colleagues who cospon-
sored this in the House; as well as Sen-
ator THUNE, Senator BROWN, and nearly 
half of the United States Senate who 
have cosponsored our companion bill. 

Madam Speaker, as Congress con-
tinues to work on comprehensive tax 
reform to jump start our economy and 
to provide relief for American families 
and businesses, the Mobile Workforce 
State Income Tax Simplification Act is 
a great start to streamline the Tax 
Code and roll back unnecessary and 
costly administrative burdens. 

With so much red tape interwoven in 
today’s Tax Code, this bill is a com-
monsense way to cut through the clut-
ter and simplify part of the filing proc-
ess moving forward. Together, we can 
make our workforce the priority and 
help our small businesses grow and 
prosper. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly encour-
age my colleagues to support H.R. 1393. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Congressman NADLER 
for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 1393, the Mo-
bile Workforce State Income Tax Sim-
plification Act of 2017, is an important, 
bipartisan bill that will help workers 
and small businesses across the coun-
try—large businesses, also. 

As the proud sponsor of this legisla-
tion in both the 110th and 111th Con-
gresses, I am very familiar with how 
hard legislators on both sides of the 
aisle have worked since then to bring 
this bill to this point. I want to thank 
the chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, Congressman BOB GOODLATTE, 
for ushering this bill to the House to 
this point, and I ask my colleagues to 
please vote in favor of this legislation. 

H.R. 1393 would provide for a uniform 
and easily administrable law that will 
simplify the patchwork of existing in-
consistent and confusing State rules. It 
would also reduce administrative costs 
to the States and lessen compliance 
burdens on consumers. 

Take my home State of Georgia as an 
example. If an Atlanta-based employee 
of a St. Louis company travels to head-
quarters on a business trip once a year, 
that employee would be subject to Mis-
souri tax, even if the annual visit only 
lasts for 1 day. However, if that em-
ployee travels to Maine, her trip would 
only be subject to tax if her trip lasts 
for 10 days. If she travels to New Mex-
ico on business, she would only be sub-
ject to tax if she was in the State for 15 
days. 

Acuity Brands is a leading Georgia- 
based lighting manufacturer that em-
ploys over 1,000 associates and has over 
3,200 associates nationwide who travel 
extensively across the country for 
training, conferences, and other busi-
ness. 

In a letter in support of a prior, near-
ly identical version of this bill, Rich-
ard Reece, Acuity’s executive vice 
president, writes that current State 
laws are numerous, varied, and often 
changing, requiring that the company 
expend significant resources merely in-
terpreting and satisfying States’ re-
quirements. He concludes that ‘‘uni-
fied, clear rules and definitions for 
nonresident reporting and withholding 
obligations would undoubtedly improve 
compliance rates, and it would strike 
the correct balance between State sov-
ereignty and ensuring that America’s 
modern mobile workforce is not unduly 
encumbered.’’ 

We should heed the concerns of Acu-
ity, and numerous other businesses 
across the country, by enacting H.R. 
1393 into law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield the gentleman an additional 1 
minute. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. With over 
57 cosponsors during this Congress, it 
is clear that the Mobile Workforce 
State Income Tax Simplification Act 
of 2017 is an idea whose time has come. 

I thank my colleagues for their work 
on this bill and, in particular, Con-
gressman BISHOP, for his leadership on 
this bill in the 115th Congress. He has 
carried the torch for our esteemed 
former colleague, the late Howard 
Coble, who passed this bill out of the 
House in the 112th Congress. 

I also thank our staffs, who have 
worked tirelessly to build support for 
this legislation along bipartisan lines. 

This bill is a testament to the good 
that can come from working across the 
aisle on bipartisan tax fairness re-
forms. I am optimistic that the passage 
of H.R. 1393 augurs well for the passage 
of other e-fairness legislation, which is 
critical to countless small businesses 
across the country, during this Con-
gress. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

time of the gentleman has again ex-
pired. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield the gentleman an additional 30 
seconds. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I urge my 
colleagues in the Senate to bring this 
bill up for a vote soon. This country’s 
employees and businesses deserve 
quick action. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I 
am the only speaker remaining and 
prepared to close, so I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, how 
much time do I have remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York has 12 minutes 
remaining. 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I want to quote from a letter from 
the president of the Federation of Tax 
Administrators and commissioner of 
the Oklahoma Tax Commission regard-
ing this bill. She writes: 

This bill breaches the core of the relation-
ship between the Federal Government and 
State governments, a relationship that is 
fundamentally important to the voters of 
Virginia and of Michigan. It is a clear exam-
ple of the Federal Government crossing a 
line that is seldom breached and, in this in-
stance, should not be. The attached resolu-
tion from the State tax agencies, all of them, 
offers in detail to explain the State’s posi-
tions against the mobile workforce. 

b 1530 

Here are the three most compelling 
facts: 

One, States have in place a combination of 
laws, rules, and compliance standards that 
effectively eliminate an unfair outcome 
when it comes to recordkeeping and taxation 
of wages earned in a State by a nonresident; 

Two, these approaches, which include 
model legislation developed by the 
Multistate Tax Commission, take into ac-
count information that is available to em-
ployers and de minimis activities; and 

Three, H.R. 1393 goes beyond what is nec-
essary to ensure fair outcomes and a reason-
able reporting burden, in particular, because 
the bill takes away the states’ rights to re-
quire proper wage reporting and withholding 
even when the employer already has the in-
formation to easily do so. It opens up oppor-
tunities for tax avoidance. 

In closing, let me note that this leg-
islation would not just harm New York 
and not just to a de minimis amount— 
$100 million to $120 million is hardly de 
minimis—but it would also have a 
similar effect on other States. That is 
why this bill is opposed by a broad coa-
lition of labor and tax organizations, 
including the AFL–CIO, AFSCME, 
SEIU, the International Union of Po-
lice Associations, Federation of Tax 
Administrators, Multistate Tax Com-
mission, and many others. 

Whether or not your State is hurt fi-
nancially by this bill, however, all 
Members should be concerned by legis-
lation that so brazenly strips from a 
State one of the fundamental hall-
marks of sovereignty: the ability to 
tax economic activity that occurs en-
tirely within its own borders. If we can 

target New York and other States with 
this bill, what is to say we won’t come 
after your State next. 

I must also add that this bill is one 
in a series of bills that we have seen 
over the last few years that chip away 
at the revenue-raising and taxing abil-
ity of the States. Especially as the cur-
rent majority and the current Presi-
dent seek to shift more responsibilities 
to the States and away from the Fed-
eral Government, we should not be de-
priving the States of their ability to 
raise revenues as they see fit within 
their own sovereignty. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against 
this misguided bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself the balance of my time. 
This bill enjoys broad bipartisan sup-

port. It has 57 cosponsors from both 
sides of the aisle. This bill will mini-
mize compliance burdens on both work-
ers and employers so they can get back 
to being productive, creating and per-
forming jobs. We have received letters 
of support from hundreds of entities 
across the employment spectrum. 

But this bill is not just about busi-
ness; it is about individuals. One busi-
nessman told the Judiciary Committee 
that the compliance burdens from the 
patchwork of State laws falls on his 
employees, who make less than $50,000 
per year and have limited resources to 
seek professional advice. 

It has been questioned whether there 
will be revenue lost to the States. 
Analysis shows the impact is minimal, 
affecting mainly the allocation of reve-
nues, not the overall size of the tax 
revenue pot. 

Similarly, concerns about tax eva-
sion are unfounded. Unlike in the gen-
eral income tax context, there is little 
motive here for fraud or gaming. 

The amount of money at issue, taxes 
on less than 30 days’ wages, is minimal. 
More importantly, except in nine 
States, the employee will have to pay 
the tax, in any event, to the employ-
ee’s home State, so the only savings 
would be from minor rate differentials 
between the two jurisdictions. 

This legislation is a great example of 
Congress working in a bipartisan way 
to relieve burdens on hardworking 
Americans. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. BISHOP) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 
their bipartisan work on this legisla-
tion. I urge all of our colleagues to sup-
port the bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

support of a common sense bill, H.R. 1393 
which would set a national standard of 30 
days for states to subject non-residents to in-
come tax requirements within that state. 

Under current law, many of the 41 states 
with a broad based personal income tax rate 
subject out of state residents to income tax in 
that state on the first day they ‘‘work’’ in the 
state. 

This patchwork of state laws have created a 
confusing and unworkable nationwide system 

where individuals who travel to another state 
for a conference or meeting can find them-
selves subject to income tax requirements in a 
state where they only spent a few days. 

In fact, these overburdensome requirements 
can create a scenario in which a company of 
7,000 employees who travel for domestic busi-
ness may have to file 10,500 W–2’s over the 
course of a given year. This burden can be 
even worse for a small business. 

One small business, which operates several 
customer service centers throughout the 
United States and has 600 employees working 
in 46 states, faces a significant burden trying 
to comply. Most of these 600 employees work 
out of one of the customer service centers, but 
12 employees travel out of state to do a job 
occasionally. The manager of this company 
has to spend 3 plus hours every week figuring 
out the tax reporting requirements for these 
employees, even though most of them only 
pay $30 to $100 a year into these different 
taxing authorities. 

Is this really a good use of the time of a 
small business? Wouldn’t we rather have 
these individuals working to create jobs and 
grow our economy then wasting time com-
plying with the burdensome reporting require-
ments for 42 different taxing authorities? 

H.R. 1393 is a common sense solution to 
this problem. 30 days is a fair baseline stand-
ard that can be applied nationwide. It allows 
U.S. workers to travel and work around the 
country for a reasonable amount of time with-
out subjecting them to reporting requirements 
for taxation in all of the jurisdictions in which 
they travel. If they stay longer than 30 days in 
any particular state then the state is free to tax 
them according to their own state laws. 

With this new standard, American business 
will know what the rules of the road are across 
the country and they can plan their business 
accordingly. 

I thank the Chairman for moving this impor-
tant bill through the committee, and urge your 
support. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to H.R. 1393, the ‘‘Mobile Work-
force State Income Tax Simplification Act of 
2017.’’ 

I agree with the bill’s sponsors that a uni-
form framework specifying when an employer 
must withhold state income tax could help en-
sure simplicity and be more administrable than 
the current varied state standards. However 
the means by which H.R. 1393 achieves this 
result would lead to significant state revenue 
losses and could actually encourage income 
tax avoidance. 

To begin with, rather than promoting uni-
formity, H.R. 1393 would have a significant 
adverse impact on income tax revenues for 
certain states. 

According to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, for example, New York could lose be-
tween $55 million and $120 million annually if 
this measure was signed into law. 

Other states that would be adversely im-
pacted include Illinois, Massachusetts, and 
California. 

And, as a result of the lost revenues from 
non-resident taxpayers, these states could be 
forced to make up their losses by shifting the 
tax burden to resident taxpayers or levying 
new taxes. 

And states may even have to cut govern-
mental services, such as funding for education 
and critical infrastructure improvements. 
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Another problem with H.R. 1393 is that it 

essentially provides a roadmap for state in-
come tax liability avoidance. 

By allowing an employer to rely on the em-
ployee’s determination of the time he or she is 
expected to spend working in another state 
during the year, the bill prevents the employer 
from withholding an employee’s state income 
taxes to a non-resident state. 

This would be the result even if the em-
ployer is aware that the employee has been 
working in a state more than 30 days, as long 
as that state cannot prove that the employee 
committed fraud in making his annual deter-
mination and that the employer knew it. 

Rather than proceeding with this flawed bill, 
the House should be considering a fair and 
uniform framework to allow states to collect 
taxes owed on remote sales. 

By staying silent since the Supreme Court’s 
1992 Quill decision, Congress has failed to 
ensure that states have the authority to collect 
the sales and use tax on Internet purchases. 

Placing brick and mortar businesses at a 
competitive disadvantage hurts main street 
Americans and means fewer local jobs and 
fewer opportunities. 

Lost tax revenues mean that state and local 
governments will have fewer resources to pro-
vide their residents essential services, such as 
education and police and fire protection. 

We owe it to our local communities, our 
local retailers, and state and local govern-
ments to act this Congress. 

I am disappointed that rather than moving 
the bipartisan eFairness legislation that our 
communities need, we are considering H.R. 
1393 instead. 

Accordingly, I oppose H.R. 1393. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-

LINS of New York). The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) that 
the House suspend the rules and pass 
the bill, H.R. 1393. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

IMPROVING SERVICES FOR OLDER 
YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE ACT 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2847) to make improvements 
to the John H. Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program and related pro-
visions. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2847 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Improving 
Services for Older Youth in Foster Care 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE JOHN H. CHAFEE 

FOSTER CARE INDEPENDENCE PRO-
GRAM AND RELATED PROVISIONS. 

(a) AUTHORITY TO SERVE FORMER FOSTER 
YOUTH UP TO AGE 23.—Section 477 of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 677) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(5), by inserting ‘‘(or 23 
years of age, in the case of a State with a 
certification under subsection (b)(3)(A)(ii) to 
provide assistance and services to youths 
who have aged out of foster care and have 
not attained such age, in accordance with 
such subsection)’’ after ‘‘21 years of age’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(3)(A)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(i)’’ before ‘‘A certifi-

cation’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘children who have left fos-

ter care’’ and all that follows through the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘youths who have aged 
out of foster care and have not attained 21 
years of age.’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) If the State has elected under section 

475(8)(B) to extend eligibility for foster care 
to all children who have not attained 21 
years of age, or if the Secretary determines 
that the State agency responsible for admin-
istering the State plans under this part and 
part B uses State funds or any other funds 
not provided under this part to provide serv-
ices and assistance for youths who have aged 
out of foster care that are comparable to the 
services and assistance the youths would re-
ceive if the State had made such an election, 
the certification required under clause (i) 
may provide that the State will provide as-
sistance and services to youths who have 
aged out of foster care and have not attained 
23 years of age.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (b)(3)(B), by striking 
‘‘children who have left foster care’’ and all 
that follows through the period and inserting 
‘‘youths who have aged out of foster care and 
have not attained 21 years of age (or 23 years 
of age, in the case of a State with a certifi-
cation under subparagraph (A)(i) to provide 
assistance and services to youths who have 
aged out of foster care and have not attained 
such age, in accordance with subparagraph 
(A)(ii)).’’. 

(b) AUTHORITY TO REDISTRIBUTE UNSPENT 
FUNDS.—Section 477(d) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
677(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (4), by inserting ‘‘or does 
not expend allocated funds within the time 
period specified under section 477(d)(3)’’ after 
‘‘provided by the Secretary’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) REDISTRIBUTION OF UNEXPENDED 

AMOUNTS.— 
‘‘(A) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—To the ex-

tent that amounts paid to States under this 
section in a fiscal year remain unexpended 
by the States at the end of the succeeding 
fiscal year, the Secretary may make the 
amounts available for redistribution in the 
second succeeding fiscal year among the 
States that apply for additional funds under 
this section for that second succeeding fiscal 
year. 

‘‘(B) REDISTRIBUTION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-

distribute the amounts made available under 
subparagraph (A) for a fiscal year among eli-
gible applicant States. In this subparagraph, 
the term ‘eligible applicant State’ means a 
State that has applied for additional funds 
for the fiscal year under subparagraph (A) if 
the Secretary determines that the State will 
use the funds for the purpose for which origi-
nally allotted under this section. 

‘‘(ii) AMOUNT TO BE REDISTRIBUTED.—The 
amount to be redistributed to each eligible 
applicant State shall be the amount so made 
available multiplied by the State foster care 
ratio (as defined in subsection (c)(4), except 
that, in such subsection, ‘all eligible appli-
cant States (as defined in subsection 
(d)(5)(B)(i))’ shall be substituted for ‘all 
States’). 

‘‘(iii) TREATMENT OF REDISTRIBUTED 
AMOUNT.—Any amount made available to a 
State under this paragraph shall be regarded 
as part of the allotment of the State under 
this section for the fiscal year in which the 
redistribution is made. 

‘‘(C) TRIBES.—For purposes of this para-
graph, the term ‘State’ includes an Indian 
tribe, tribal organization, or tribal consor-
tium that receives an allotment under this 
section.’’. 

(c) EXPANDING AND CLARIFYING THE USE OF 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING VOUCHERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 477(i)(3) of such 
Act (42 U.S.C. 677(i)(3)) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘on the date’’ and all that 
follows through ‘‘23’’ and inserting ‘‘to re-
main eligible until they attain 26’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘, but in no event may a 
youth participate in the program for more 
than 5 years (whether or not consecutive)’’ 
before the period. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
477(i)(1) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 677(i)(1)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘who have attained 14 
years of age’’ before the period. 

(d) OTHER IMPROVEMENTS.—Section 477 of 
such Act (42 U.S.C. 677), as amended by sub-
sections (a), (b), and (c) of this section, is 
amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking 
‘‘INDEPENDENCE PROGRAM’’ and inserting 
‘‘PROGRAM FOR SUCCESSFUL TRANSI-
TION TO ADULTHOOD’’; 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘identify children who are 

likely to remain in foster care until 18 years 
of age and to help these children make the 
transition to self-sufficiency by providing 
services’’ and inserting ‘‘support all youth 
who have experienced foster care at age 14 or 
older in their transition to adulthood 
through transitional services’’; 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘and post-secondary edu-
cation’’ after ‘‘high school diploma’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘training in daily living 
skills, training in budgeting and financial 
management skills’’ and inserting ‘‘training 
and opportunities to practice daily living 
skills (such as financial literacy training and 
driving instruction)’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘who are 
likely to remain in foster care until 18 years 
of age receive the education, training, and 
services necessary to obtain employment’’ 
and inserting ‘‘who have experienced foster 
care at age 14 or older achieve meaningful, 
permanent connections with a caring adult’’; 

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘who are 
likely to remain in foster care until 18 years 
of age prepare for and enter postsecondary 
training and education institutions’’ and in-
serting ‘‘who have experienced foster care at 
age 14 or older engage in age or develop-
mentally appropriate activities, positive 
youth development, and experiential learn-
ing that reflects what their peers in intact 
families experience’’; and 

(D) by striking paragraph (4) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (5) through (8) as para-
graphs (4) through (7); 

(3) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)(D), by striking ‘‘ado-

lescents’’ and inserting ‘‘youth’’; and 
(B) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in subparagraph (D)— 
(I) by inserting ‘‘including training on 

youth development’’ after ‘‘to provide train-
ing’’; and 

(II) by striking ‘‘adolescents preparing for 
independent living’’ and all that follows 
through the period and inserting ‘‘youth pre-
paring for a successful transition to adult-
hood and making a permanent connection 
with a caring adult.’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (H), by striking ‘‘ado-
lescents’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘youth’’; and 

(iii) in subparagraph (K)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘an adolescent’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘a youth’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘the adolescent’’ each 

place it appears and inserting ‘‘the youth’’; 
and 
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(4) in subsection (f), by striking paragraph 

(2) and inserting the following: 
‘‘(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 

October 1, 2018, the Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Finance of the Senate a report on the Na-
tional Youth in Transition Database and any 
other databases in which States report out-
come measures relating to children in foster 
care and children who have aged out of foster 
care or left foster care for kinship guardian-
ship or adoption. The report shall include 
the following: 

‘‘(A) A description of the reasons for entry 
into foster care and of the foster care experi-
ences, such as length of stay, number of 
placement settings, case goal, and discharge 
reason of 17-year-olds who are surveyed by 
the National Youth in Transition Database 
and an analysis of the comparison of that de-
scription with the reasons for entry and fos-
ter care experiences of children of other ages 
who exit from foster care before attaining 
age 17. 

‘‘(B) A description of the characteristics of 
the individuals who report poor outcomes at 
ages 19 and 21 to the National Youth in Tran-
sition Database. 

‘‘(C) Benchmarks for determining what 
constitutes a poor outcome for youth who re-
main in or have exited from foster care and 
plans the executive branch will take to in-
corporate these benchmarks in efforts to 
evaluate child welfare agency performance 
in providing services to children 
transitioning from foster care. 

‘‘(D) An analysis of the association be-
tween types of placement, number of overall 
placements, time spent in foster care, and 
other factors, and outcomes at ages 19 and 
21. 

‘‘(E) An analysis of the differences in out-
comes for children in and formerly in foster 
care at age 19 and 21 among States.’’. 

(e) CLARIFYING DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED 
TO FOSTER YOUTH LEAVING FOSTER CARE.— 
Section 475(5)(I) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
675(5)(I)) is amended by inserting after 
‘‘REAL ID Act of 2005’’ the following: ‘‘, and 
any official documentation necessary to 
prove that the child was previously in foster 
care’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Indiana (Mrs. WALORSKI) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. NEAL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Indiana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on H.R. 2847. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to support 
the Improving Services for Older Youth 
in Foster Care Act. 

In fiscal year 2015, almost 21,000 
youth aged out of foster care, meaning 
they left foster care without a perma-
nent family connection. Many of them 
are often poorly prepared for adulthood 
and lack some of the basic skills they 
need to be successful adults. 

Last year, the House passed the Fam-
ily First Prevention Services Act, a 
bill that would improve the lives of 
children and families by making sure 
more children can stay safely at home 
and not enter foster care in the first 
place, helping to make sure fewer chil-
dren age out of care. The bill also up-
dated the John H. Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program to allow States 
to assist older former foster youth up 
to the age of 23, including providing 
education and training vouchers, to 
help those young people who do age out 
to have a better future. Unfortunately, 
it did not pass the Senate, so it never 
became law. 

I am glad my good friend, Mr. FASO, 
introduced the Improving Services for 
Older Youth in Foster Care Act to 
highlight the needs of these older 
youth, and I know many will benefit 
from the changes made by his bill. 

Specifically, this bill would support 
older youth leaving foster care by al-
lowing existing funds used for financial 
housing, counseling, and employment 
support to support older youth leaving 
care. It would also allow HHS to redis-
tribute unspent funds if a State has 
money remaining at the end of the fis-
cal year so more youth can be helped 
with existing resources. And through 
this bill, we will also be able to learn 
more about youth leaving foster care 
and their outcomes, which will help us 
develop better policies in the years 
ahead. 

I am grateful for the opportunity we 
have today to support this bill. I en-
courage my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support 

H.R. 2847, the Improving Services for 
Older Youth in Foster Care Act, which 
would help to ensure that all the con-
gressional resources that would be pro-
vided for foster youth will indeed be 
utilized and make sure they are used to 
help them in the furtherance of their 
education and becoming independent. 

My colleague, KAREN BASS, who vis-
ited me just a few weeks ago, has been 
a leader on this legislation and on fos-
ter youth issues for a number of years, 
and our committee has worked closely 
with her to move it forward today. 

I want to note that this is one of five 
bills the House is considering today to 
help at-risk families and children in 
foster care. All of these bills passed the 
House last year as part of the Family 
First Prevention Services Act, which 
also provided significant new invest-
ment in substance abuse, mental 
health, and parenting skills services to 
help kids and families avoid foster care 
when possible. 

We continue to work on a bipartisan 
basis with our leadership and our col-
leagues in the Senate to find a way to 
move forward on broader foster care 
improvements, but today’s action pro-
vides a good opportunity to once again 
highlight the sharp rise of children in 

foster care in the United States and, 
indeed, in the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts, fueled in part by the opiate 
crisis. 

In Massachusetts, between 2011 and 
2015, the number of petitions to remove 
children from their homes grew 38 per-
cent. Today, Massachusetts is home to 
nearly 10,000 kids in foster care. Over 
1,000 of them are considered at risk of 
reaching adulthood without being 
adopted or safely reunified with their 
birth families. That is why it is so im-
portant that we do everything we can 
to help them finish their education and 
develop mentoring relationships with 
supportive adults. 

While I am pleased that our com-
mittee and the full House are working 
together to help these young people, we 
can’t ignore the bigger picture, which 
is the President’s attempt to overturn 
the Affordable Care Act, because it will 
have real and measurable negative ef-
fects on these kids. 

Republican Medicaid cuts jeopardize 
health coverage for older foster youth, 
the same youth we are trying to help 
with this bill. By cutting the essential 
health benefits and Medicaid, there 
will be a consequence. In turn, this en-
dangers access to substance abuse 
treatment and, by extension, many of 
the treatment centers themselves. 

Republican proposals to end the So-
cial Services Block Grant would reduce 
States’ abilities to provide substance 
abuse, mental healthcare, and sup-
portive services to foster parents. 

While these larger issues are deeply 
troubling, today’s five children welfare 
bills, including the one before us now, 
represent an improvement over the sta-
tus quo, and it is refreshing to note the 
bipartisan collaboration that is in-
volved. 

In addition to Congresswoman BASS’ 
leadership on this bill to help foster 
youth, let me also recognize my col-
leagues on the Ways and Means Com-
mittee who are providing great leader-
ship on these very issues—Mr. DAVIS, 
Ms. CHU, and Ms. SEWELL—for their 
work on behalf of foster children as re-
flected in these bills that they have co-
authored and that we are considering 
today. 

I urge our colleagues to support this 
bill and the other bipartisan child wel-
fare improvements being considered 
today and to work with us to even do 
more to help foster youth succeed. 

I reserve the balance of my time, and 
I ask unanimous consent that the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS), be allowed to control the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. FASO), the sponsor of 
this bill. 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I come be-
fore the House today to express support 
and ask my colleagues to support our 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:36 Jun 21, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A20JN7.004 H20JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4953 June 20, 2017 
legislation, H.R. 2847, the Improving 
Services for Older Youth in Foster Care 
Act. 

I would also like to acknowledge and 
thank the cosponsors of this legisla-
tion, the gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. BASS), the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. REED), the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS), the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. LAW-
RENCE), and the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CARTWRIGHT). 

Our legislation is designed to help 
support older foster youth as they 
transition into adulthood by making 
limited but much-needed changes to 
the John H. Chafee Foster Care Inde-
pendence Program. 

While the Chafee program has largely 
enhanced outcomes for former foster 
youth, there is still room for improve-
ment. Of the individuals who age out of 
foster care, nearly 20 percent will be 
homeless after 18, only half will be em-
ployed at age 24, and less than 3 per-
cent will earn a college degree. This 
legislation seeks to improve on those 
results. 

If enacted, our legislation would sup-
port the education of foster youth who 
leave care by extending the age of eli-
gibility for education and training 
vouchers up to the age of 26. By chang-
ing the eligibility, we can help improve 
employment outcomes and job opportu-
nities for older youth as they leave the 
system. 

Additionally, this legislation will 
help youth who age out to maintain 
benefits by ensuring that they are pro-
vided with the necessary documenta-
tion that proves they were previously 
in foster care. 

Finally, our legislation would extend 
the financial, housing, counseling, em-
ployment, and other services for 
former foster care youth. Currently, 
support services are only available to 
youth between the ages of 18 and 21. 
Under this legislation, States would be 
able to extend coverage up to the age 
of 23. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to 
note that this legislation is supported 
by many organizations throughout the 
Nation, including the Alliance for Chil-
dren’s Rights, the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, the American Congress of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the 
California State Association of Coun-
ties, the Child Welfare League of Amer-
ica, Children Now, County Welfare Di-
rectors Association of California, the 
March of Dimes, and the National As-
sociation of Pediatric Nurse Practi-
tioners. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. I yield an addi-
tional 30 seconds to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. FASO). 

Mr. FASO. I encourage my colleagues 
to support this bipartisan legislation 
so that we can help improve outcomes 
for some of our Nation’s most vulner-
able individuals. 

b 1545 
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

First of all, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts for yield-
ing. 

I strongly support H.R. 2847, the Im-
proving Services for Older Youth in 
Foster Care Act. This bill would ex-
pand eligibility for the Chafee Foster 
Care Independence Program services 
and education for older foster youth, 
and ensure that all funds and education 
vouchers are used. I want to commend 
my colleague, Representative BASS, for 
her longstanding leadership on this 
bill. 

As has been indicated by the ranking 
member, this important bill, and the 
other child welfare bills we will con-
sider today, come from the Families 
First Prevention Services Act. The 
Families First Prevention Services Act 
begins a fundamental shift in Federal 
child welfare policy to preserving fami-
lies rather than separating them. I 
look forward to working with my col-
leagues to ensure that we enact the 
larger bill with these important child 
welfare provisions and as we consider 
the other bills separately today. 

I would like to note that there are, 
indeed, five child welfare bills on the 
floor this afternoon, which is a real 
testament to the leadership of Chair-
man BRADY and Ranking Member 
NEAL. So I commend both of them for 
their leadership in bringing the Ways 
and Means Committee together to the 
extent that we can have five bills that 
have been researched, that have been 
debated; levels of agreement have been 
reached. 

I strongly support the Improving 
Services for Older Youth in Foster Care 
Act, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. FRANKS), my good friend. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I also want to sincerely thank 
Chairman KEVIN BRADY and the mem-
bers of the Ways and Means Committee 
for their continued and invaluable 
work to protect America’s children and 
strengthening our child welfare policy, 
as is in evidence in these five bills we 
are considering today. 

Mr. Speaker, foster care issues rarely 
drive our national media headlines, 
yet, to the children who are in the 
child welfare system, the importance 
of finding solutions and eliminating 
the barriers that would ensure better 
futures, better outcomes, and a perma-
nent connection to a loving family can 
make fundamental, lifelong differences 
to those who are some of America’s 
most vulnerable children. 

The goal of the Family First legisla-
tion, of which these bills are compo-
nents, is to respond to the devastating 
data pertaining to the outcomes for 
foster youth who age out of care, often 
without any permanent connection and 
without the life skills and support sys-

tems necessary to thrive as inde-
pendent adults. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard so many 
times from the States that there is a 
need to make our Federal child welfare 
funding flexible enough so that we 
never incentivize the placement of 
children into foster care who would 
safely receive care in their homes or 
with safe, loving relatives. This bipar-
tisan package of child welfare system 
improvements makes important steps 
toward improving our child welfare 
system to better protect children and 
families, and I am certainly delighted 
to support its passage. 

I want to thank, Mr. Speaker, again, 
those colleagues that have worked on 
this for their invaluable work on this 
critically important legislation. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Alabama (Ms. SEWELL). 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Ranking Member DAVIS for 
yielding. 

I want to give a big thanks to my 
friend and colleague, Representative 
KAREN BASS of California. She is a true 
champion for our foster youth. I was 
happy to participate in her Foster 
Youth Shadow Day last month, which 
gave me the opportunity to meet with 
a constituent of mine that directly 
benefits from the Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program. I strongly urge 
all of my colleagues to host a foster 
child next year. 

I also want to voice my strong sup-
port for Representative BASS’ bill, H.R. 
2847, the Improving Services for Older 
Youth in Foster Care Act. The current 
Chafee Foster Care Independence Pro-
gram plays an important role in our 
larger foster care system, and the serv-
ices it provides should be extended to 
cover older youth up to the age of 23. 

I was able to hear firsthand from my 
foster youth shadow, Khadejah Moore, 
about the struggles that foster youth 
face when they age out of the system. 
These young adults are thrown into the 
real world with little to no support sys-
tem. It is an incredibly frightening 
time for these young youth. But if we 
can extend the Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program and also allow 
youth more time to use education 
vouchers, they have a better chance of 
having the opportunity to graduate 
college and successfully enter the 
workforce. 

This is an important, commonsense 
bill, and I want to thank both Rep-
resentative BASS and Representative 
FASO for introducing this legislation. I 
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
2847. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, hav-
ing no other speakers, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. JUDY 
CHU). 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of 
H.R. 2847, the bill offered by my friend 
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and colleague, KAREN BASS, a tireless 
leader on foster youth and child wel-
fare. 

I recently hosted an amazing young 
woman named Ruth during Foster 
Youth Shadow Day here on the Hill. 
The message Ruth wanted lawmakers 
to hear is that the obstacles she faces 
every day as a 19-year-old have not 
suddenly stopped now that she has 
aged out of foster care. Ruth has a re-
silient spirit and unstoppable deter-
mination, but she should not be left 
out in the cold as she pursues her edu-
cation and her goal of helping other 
foster youth in the future. 

The Improving Services for Older 
Youth in Foster Care Act will help peo-
ple like Ruth by making vital changes 
to the Chafee Foster Care Independence 
Program, an important source of fund-
ing for foster youth. 

Currently, foster youth are only eli-
gible for Chafee services if they are be-
tween the ages of 16 and 21. This bill 
expands access to the services provided 
by the program to include youth be-
tween the ages of 14 and 23. This is such 
a crucial change to the program since 
foster youth like Ruth face so many 
daunting challenges during the period 
of young adulthood as they transition 
toward independence and self-suffi-
ciency. 

Providing essential services such as 
access to older mentors and role mod-
els, connections to employment oppor-
tunities, and education vouchers for 
foster youth after they reach the age of 
18 are key sources of support for foster 
youth. This bill helps ensure that fos-
ter youth have the resources needed to 
become healthy, thriving adults. 

Thanks again to Representative BASS 
for her work on this bill. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. BASS), 
the sponsor of this bill. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of my legislation, in conjunction 
with Representative FASO, to support 
the education and advancement of fos-
ter youth. I want to thank the Rep-
resentative for his leadership on this 
issue. I also want to thank Chairman 
BRADY and Ranking Member NEAL for 
their leadership on behalf of the Na-
tion’s foster youth. 

I do think it is very remarkable, as 
several other speakers have said, that 
today we are bringing forward five bi-
partisan bills to improve the Nation’s 
foster care system. Each one of the 
bills addresses a serious challenges or 
gap in that system. 

H.R. 2847, the Improving Services for 
Older Youth in Foster Care Act, allows 
States to expand the Chafee Grant Pro-
gram to foster youth up to the age of 
23. Currently, the program ends at 21. 
The Chafee Grant Program provides 
educational grants and other services 
to help young people transition into 
adulthood and become independent. 

In May, as part of National Foster 
Youth Shadow Day that is organized by 
the National Foster Youth Institute, I 
had the opportunity to meet a young 
woman named Doniesha Thomas. 
Doniesha is from Los Angeles, and 
spent 20 years in foster care before she 
aged out. She described her foster 
home as abusive, and eventually she 
had to move several times. 

Against tremendous odds, Doniesha 
has continued to persevere and is cur-
rently a college student at Los Angeles 
Trade Tech College, majoring in the 
administration of justice and minoring 
in paralegal studies. 

Doniesha is just one of a small num-
ber of foster youth who actually make 
it to college. This is despite nearly 70 
percent of foster youth expressing a de-
sire to attend college. Those, like 
Doniesha, who are accepted and attend 
college face another hurdle, which is 
graduating. Currently, only 3 percent 
of foster youth who attend college 
graduate. Programs like Chafee are de-
signed to help foster youth advance in 
college, trade school, and employment. 

During National Foster Youth Shad-
ow Day, I had the opportunity to speak 
to many other young people, and sev-
eral of them described challenges that 
they face after—well, if they were 
lucky to graduate high school, where 
they attend college and then some-
thing happens; either they run out of 
resources or their housing falls 
through and they have to leave college, 
so their college is interrupted. 

That is why this legislation is so im-
portant, because it allows for the flexi-
bility; if the young person is not able 
to complete college in 4 years, they do 
have a couple of other years. 

One of the things that many people 
don’t realize is that when young people 
age out of the foster youth system— 
which typically is at 18, sometimes is 
at 21, depending on the State—that 
many times we literally put these 
young people on the street. They are 18 
years old. They are in their foster 
home. They are given a bag, typically a 
large-sized trash bag, with all of their 
belongings, and they are put out on the 
street left to fend for themselves. With 
today’s economic challenges, there are 
no 18-year-olds that can fend for them-
selves without a safety net. 

If we think of middle class children, 
transitioning into adulthood is typi-
cally what happens at college. They go 
to college and they have housing. But 
if they have any challenges, they can 
always call home. They can text their 
parents. Their parents are there to res-
cue them in case they run out of 
money or something happens with 
their housing or their grades. 

If we think of a young person out of 
the child welfare system who is lit-
erally put on the streets at the age of 
18, you can only imagine what happens; 
which is why so many children in the 
foster care system wind up incarcer-
ated. Many young girls wind up traf-
ficked; and we did legislation on that a 
few weeks ago. 

So if we want to stop what happens 
on the other end, with many young 
children winding up incarcerated, or 
early pregnancies, or other challenges, 
we need to make sure that we provide 
support for them early on. 

H.R. 2847 will allow the flexibility for 
a student, again, who might need more 
time to complete their education. I 
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, to give foster youth the same 
type of flexibility and support that we 
provide our own children. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further requests for 
time, and I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

H.R. 2847 would provide important as-
sistance for youth aging out of foster 
care. 

In my State of Illinois, 22 percent of 
the more than 16,000 children placed in 
foster care in 2015 are aging out. Illi-
nois is widely regarded as a leader 
among States when it comes to foster 
youth aging out of care; therefore, it 
is, indeed, one of the first jurisdictions 
in which young people who are in fos-
ter care on their 18th birthday were 
able to remain in beyond the age of 18. 

Research conducted by the Univer-
sity of Chicago found that allowing fos-
ter youth to remain in care beyond the 
age of 18 is associated with an increase 
in child well-being, including postsec-
ondary educational attainment. Spe-
cifically, former foster youth from Illi-
nois are twice as likely to have ever at-
tended college, and more than twice as 
likely to have completed at least 1 
year of college by age 21, compared 
with foster youth in other States that 
have not been given the option to stay 
in care beyond 18 years of age. 

b 1600 
Due to school mobility issues experi-

enced in high school, only 58 percent of 
foster youth graduate from high school 
by age 19, which makes it unlikely that 
they would be graduated from college 
by age 21. 

Extending access to Chafee Independ-
ence Act programs to age 23 rather 
than cutting these young people off at 
age 21 would ensure these youth are 
able to be supported beyond their first 
year of college. We know that when 
students lose access to critical finan-
cial aid resources such as the education 
training voucher in the middle of their 
college journey, it forces them to drop 
out of college in search of employment. 

Last Saturday, I spent 2 hours with a 
group of young people who had been or-
ganized by a young fellow, Kenneth 
Bennett’s son. His name is Taylor Ben-
nett. Taylor is the younger brother of 
Chance the Rapper. He is 21 years of 
age and had organized young people 
who were transgender, who were home-
less, who were out of school, who were 
in need of assistance and help, and they 
were pleased to know that we were 
going to be considering this legislation 
today, which I strongly support. 
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I urge all of my colleagues to support 

this bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to thank Mr. FASO and Mr. 
REED from New York and Ms. BASS 
from California for introducing this 
important bill, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs. 
WALORSKI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2847. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

REDUCING UNNECESSARY BAR-
RIERS FOR RELATIVE FOSTER 
PARENTS ACT 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 2866) to review 
and improve licensing standards for 
placement in a relative foster family 
home, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2866 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reducing 
Unnecessary Barriers for Relative Foster 
Parents Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REVIEWING AND IMPROVING LICENSING 

STANDARDS FOR PLACEMENT IN A 
RELATIVE FOSTER FAMILY HOME. 

(a) IDENTIFICATION OF REPUTABLE MODEL 
LICENSING STANDARDS.—Not later than Octo-
ber 1, 2018, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall identify reputable 
model licensing standards with respect to 
the licensing of foster family homes (as de-
fined in section 472(c)(1) of the Social Secu-
rity Act). 

(b) STATE PLAN REQUIREMENT.—Section 
422(b) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
622(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (18), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (19), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(20) provide that, not later than April 1, 

2019, the State shall submit to the Secretary 
information addressing— 

‘‘(A) whether the State licensing standards 
are in accord with model standards identi-
fied by the Secretary, and if not, the reason 
for the specific deviation and a description 
as to why having a standard that is reason-
ably in accord with the corresponding na-
tional model standards is not appropriate for 
the State; 

‘‘(B) whether the State has elected to 
waive standards established in 471(a)(10)(A) 

for relative foster family homes (pursuant to 
waiver authority provided by 471(a)(10)(D)), a 
description of which standards the State 
most commonly waives, and if the State has 
not elected to waive the standards, the rea-
son for not waiving these standards; 

‘‘(C) if the State has elected to waive 
standards specified in subparagraph (B), how 
caseworkers are trained to use the waiver 
authority and whether the State has devel-
oped a process or provided tools to assist 
caseworkers in waiving nonsafety standards 
per the authority provided in 471(a)(10)(D) to 
quickly place children with relatives; and 

‘‘(D) a description of the steps the State is 
taking to improve caseworker training or 
the process, if any.’’. 

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subject to sub-
section (b), the amendments made by this 
Act shall take effect on the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(b) TRANSITION RULE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a State plan 

under part E of title IV of the Social Secu-
rity Act which the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services determines requires State 
legislation (other than legislation appro-
priating funds) in order for the plan to meet 
the additional requirements imposed by the 
amendments made by this Act, the State 
plan shall not be regarded as failing to com-
ply with the requirements of such part solely 
on the basis of the failure of the plan to meet 
such additional requirements before the first 
day of the first calendar quarter beginning 
after the close of the first regular session of 
the State legislature that begins after the 
date of enactment of this Act. For purposes 
of the previous sentence, in the case of a 
State that has a 2-year legislative session, 
each year of the session shall be deemed to 
be a separate regular session of the State 
legislature. 

(2) APPLICATION TO PROGRAMS OPERATED BY 
INDIAN TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS.—In the case of 
an Indian tribe, tribal organization, or tribal 
consortium which the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services determines requires 
time to take action necessary to comply 
with the additional requirements imposed by 
the amendments made by this Act (whether 
the tribe, organization, or tribal consortium 
has a plan under section 479B of the Social 
Security Act or a cooperative agreement or 
contract entered into with a State), the Sec-
retary shall provide the tribe, organization, 
or tribal consortium with such additional 
time as the Secretary determines is nec-
essary for the tribe, organization, or tribal 
consortium to take the action to comply 
with the additional requirements before 
being regarded as failing to comply with the 
requirements. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extent 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H.R. 2866, currently under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Thank you for giving me the oppor-
tunity to speak on H.R. 2866, the Re-
ducing Unnecessary Barriers for Rel-
ative Foster Parents Act, introduced 
by my friend from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SMUCKER). 

Introducing this legislation, Con-
gressman SMUCKER was joined by our 
Ways and Means colleague, Congress-
woman TERRI SEWELL from across the 
aisle. The bill has strong bipartisan 
support, including mine. I am a cospon-
sor. And the Child Welfare League of 
America has strongly endorsed this 
legislation. 

So what does this bill do? Well, in 
short, the bill will reduce the bureau-
cratic process for placing children in 
foster care with relatives, when pos-
sible, and is in the best interest of the 
child. 

Now, this just makes common sense. 
Last year alone, there were almost a 
half million children in foster care, 
more than 16,000 children in my home 
State of Pennsylvania alone. Now, 
there are countless family members of 
these foster children who are not only 
willing, but they are ready to have 
these children placed in their homes 
when one of their relatives can’t take 
care of them. 

As a matter of good public policy, we 
should be making the placement proc-
ess much easier for family members, 
not more difficult, because it is often 
in the best interest of the child. 

Studies show that placing foster chil-
dren with relatives solves many of the 
problems children face when being 
placed into foster care; moreover, it 
improves the outcomes for these chil-
dren. Children are more likely to suc-
ceed when they can stay with a family 
member of their own and someone they 
are already familiar with and know. 
Children placed with relatives tend to 
spend less time in foster care and also 
experience much more stability. 

The problem is that, while current 
law allows States to waive certain li-
censing standards when placing chil-
dren with relatives, many States have 
been slow to implement the law. One of 
the purported reasons is that case-
workers are slow or they simply don’t 
know how to place children with rel-
atives because of a lack of training on 
their part. 

Today, caseworkers may not be ade-
quately trained regarding their ability 
to waive certain standards when licens-
ing relatives. This has resulted in 
delays in placing children with rel-
atives. 

And when these children are already 
facing a tremendous amount of turmoil 
and uncertainty in their lives, we 
shouldn’t be tying them up in bureau-
cratic red tape. We need to do more to 
place these children with a loving fam-
ily member whenever possible. 

Now, how do we do that? Well, Rep-
resentative SMUCKER’s bill, H.R. 2866, 
will help remedy this problem by mak-
ing our foster care system more family 
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friendly, by ensuring States take 
proactive steps to speed up the licens-
ing process for relatives. 

Specifically, the bill would require 
Health and Human Services to identify 
reputable model standards for licensing 
foster family homes by October 1, 2018. 
States, subsequently, would need to do 
their part by submitting their plans to 
be in compliance with model standards 
for family foster care placement. Addi-
tionally, States would need to explain 
how caseworkers in their respective 
States are being trained. 

This commonsense bill is at abso-
lutely no cost to taxpayers, but it 
would pay tremendous dividends for 
our Nation’s children. Every child de-
serves to be raised in a loving home. 
The Smucker-Sewell bill will ensure 
that many more children can live safe-
ly and happily with loving family 
members when they cannot stay in 
their own home with their nuclear fam-
ily. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
supporting this important legislation. 
Passing this legislation is the very 
least we can do for these children. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield such time as she may 
consume to the gentlewoman from Ala-
bama (Ms. SEWELL) for the purpose of a 
colloquy. 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Ranking Member DAVIS for 
yielding me the time. 

At this time, I would like to engage 
in a colloquy with the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY). 

As we have discussed, H.R. 2866 re-
quires HHS to identify reputable model 
licensing standards so that States can 
determine whether their current re-
quirements are in accord. 

Is it your expectation that the Na-
tional Association for Regulatory Ad-
ministration’s Model Family Foster 
Home Licensing Standards would be 
the kind of standards envisioned by the 
bill? 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Will the 
gentlewoman yield? 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. I yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for 
yielding. 

My feeling is the National Associa-
tion for Regulatory Administration’s 
Model Foster Home Licensing Stand-
ards would be a prime example of what 
HHS should consider. 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania for that response. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SMUCKER), the sponsor of this impor-
tant legislation, from my home State 
and a key member of the Keystone Co-
alition. 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of and to ask my colleagues’ 
support for H.R. 2866, the Reducing Un-

necessary Barriers for Relative Foster 
Parents Act. 

I would like to first thank my friend 
and colleague from Pennsylvania for 
his leadership and sponsorship of this 
bill. I would like to thank the chair of 
the Ways and Means Committee, Rep-
resentative BRADY, and members of the 
Ways and Means Committee for bring-
ing this bill to the floor, and I would 
like to thank my cointroducer of the 
bill, Representative SEWELL from Ala-
bama, as well, for the work that she 
has done in regards to foster care 
issues over the years. 

Every child, Mr. Speaker, deserves a 
loving home; but when a child’s home 
is no longer safe, often because of 
abuse, neglect, or behavioral issues, 
children are placed in foster homes. In 
fact, in 2015, more than 670,000 Amer-
ican children—16,000 in Pennsylvania, 
the State, including in my district, 
more than 16,000 there have spent time 
in foster care. 

Countless families across the country 
are willing and eager to accept foster 
children into their homes, and research 
shows that placement with relatives is 
better for the child. Therefore, Federal 
policy should make it easier for foster 
children to be placed with family mem-
bers. 

Our bill is being considered today on 
the floor, and again, I ask for my col-
leagues’ support. When it comes to 
finding loving homes for children, this 
is a bipartisan issue. There are no Re-
publicans or Democrats, just mothers 
and fathers, aunts and uncles, and sons 
and daughters who believe each child 
should have a bed to be tucked into at 
night in a loving home. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to also 
note that the following organizations 
have expressed support for H.R. 2866: 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
the American Congress of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists, Child Welfare 
League of America, First Focus, March 
of Dimes, and the National Association 
of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners. 

Again, I would like to thank Rep-
resentative SEWELL from Alabama for 
her work on foster care issues and for 
her leadership on this bill. We really 
appreciate her work. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I strongly support H.R. 2866, the Re-
ducing Unnecessary Barriers for Rel-
ative Foster Parents Act. 

This important bill helps relative 
caregivers by requiring States to exam-
ine whether their licensing standards 
align with the best practices in licens-
ing family foster homes. In so doing, 
H.R. 2866 requires States to set reason-
able requirements for family homes, 
standards that consider community 
norms and cultural differences and 
standards that remove artificial bar-
riers to family care. 

I have advocated these provisions 
within my own bill to improve support 
for kinship caregivers, and I am proud 
to support Congresswoman SEWELL and 
Congressman SMUCKER’s bill. 

More than 25 percent of children in 
care live with a grandparent or other 
relative. My congressional district has 
the highest percentage of children liv-
ing with grandparent caregivers in the 
Nation, followed closely by two other 
congressional districts in Illinois. 

In Illinois, 37 percent of all children 
placed in out-of-home care are placed 
with relatives; however, less than half 
of these children are placed with rel-
atives in homes that are licensed. 

The vast majority of relative care-
givers are not able to become licensed 
caregivers because the standards do 
not make sense with their cir-
cumstances, such as requiring a grand-
mother in an expensive city like Chi-
cago to have one bedroom for each of 
her three grandbabies or requiring her 
to take dozens of hours of parent train-
ing each year. 

In 2008, I worked with Congressman 
Jerry Weller from Illinois to allow 
States the ability to waive nonsafety 
licensing standards on a case-by-case 
basis to help kinship caregivers via the 
Fostering Connections Act. Unfortu-
nately, many States chose not to exer-
cise this waiver authority to assist kin 
caregivers. 

For example, in 2011, although Illi-
nois had more than 3,600 nonlicensed 
relatives caring for youth, only 72 li-
censing waivers for relatives were ap-
proved. Less than 2 percent received 
waivers. 

H.R. 2866 requires States to mod-
ernize their licensing standards to 
align with the best practices in licens-
ing. This is a commonsense and impor-
tant change. 

b 1615 

Further, this bill advances our goal 
of ensuring that States follow the 
waivers to meet the best interests of 
the children. To understand the use of 
waivers, Children’s Bureau should col-
lect data on State’s granting waivers 
for nonsafety licensing standards for 
relatives, including the number of rel-
atives applying for waivers, the num-
ber of waivers issued or denied, and the 
reason for denial. 

I strongly support H.R. 2866, the Re-
ducing Unnecessary Barriers for Rel-
ative Foster Parents Act and urge my 
colleagues to support it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I continue to reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) 
who is a sponsor of this bill. 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Ranking Member DAVIS for 
yielding me the time. 

H.R. 2866, the Reducing Unnecessary 
Barriers for Relative Foster Parents 
Act, is a commonsense piece of legisla-
tion that has strong bipartisan support 
right here in the House. I want to espe-
cially thank the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SMUCKER) who is joining 
me in introducing this bill. I want to 
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thank him for his leadership on foster 
care and foster youth and again say 
thank you for looking for what is in 
the best interests of the most vulner-
able children in our society. 

H.R. 2866 has been supported by not 
only bipartisan support here in the 
House but has the support of many fos-
ter care advocacy groups, including 
Generations United, the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation, and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to do every-
thing in our power to make the foster 
care system family friendly, and H.R. 
2866 takes an important step in that di-
rection. By motivating States to up-
date the foster care licensing regula-
tions, we can reduce red tape and make 
it easier for family members to become 
foster parents. 

Research conducted by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
academics, and advocacy groups all 
show that children experience better 
outcomes when they are in the care of 
family members compared to children 
in nonrelative care. 

When kids are placed with a relative 
like a grandparent, they experience 
fewer school changes, are less likely to 
reenter the foster care system, and are 
more likely to be adopted. Moreover, 
data shows that foster youth experi-
ence better behavioral and mental 
health outcomes, are more likely to re-
port that they ‘‘feel loved,’’ and are 
more likely to stay connected with 
their communities. 

I want to again thank Representative 
SMUCKER from Pennsylvania for his 
leadership and sponsorship of this bill 
with me, as well as my Democrat and 
Republican colleagues on the House 
Ways and Means Committee for unani-
mously supporting this legislation. 

I am encouraged to see that this body 
values our foster youth, and I hope we 
can continue to keep up the spirit of 
bipartisanship. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this commonsense legislation. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I continue to reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. BASS). 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 2866, and I want to con-
gratulate my good friends, Representa-
tives SEWELL, KELLY, and SMUCKER for 
this legislation to reduce barriers for 
relative caregivers. 

Ironically, in the 1990s, when the 
crack cocaine epidemic hit, that was 
the first time that women started 
using drugs equal to men. It hadn’t 
happened before, and so families fell 
apart. One of the things that happened, 
in the early 1990s, was in the middle of 
the night a grandmother might be 
called and three grandchildren deliv-
ered to her by Children’s Protective 
Services. The grandmother would take 
the children without any support and 
without any knowledge of how to deal 
with the trauma that the children 
faced. 

During those years, we actually dis-
criminated against relatives. We said 
very negative things about them such 
as: the apple doesn’t fall far from the 
tree; and, if your daughter wound up on 
drugs, why should we give the children 
to you? 

So during those years, we would 
rather pay a stranger—and there can 
be wonderful foster parents—but a 
stranger to take care of children in-
stead of families. 

One of the things we did in Los Ange-
les was we organized the grandmothers, 
and we trained them how to go before 
the board of supervisors and advocate 
on their own behalf. That happened all 
around the country. So there really 
was a movement of relatives who rose 
up and said: We want our children; we 
just need help. We might be on a fixed 
income, and we can’t really support the 
children. 

It is actually more expensive to put a 
child in foster care. So there began a 
national movement for relative care-
givers to fighting for their rights and 
for services. So over the years, we real-
ly evolved to the point where we have 
legislation like this where we recognize 
the benefit of having relatives take 
care of children. 

Ironically, the last piece of legisla-
tion we were talking about was about 
children aging out of the system. Be-
fore we prioritized relatives, what 
would happen is a young child who was 
aging out of foster care, we would put 
them on the street, and the first thing 
they would do would be to go look for 
their families because they might have 
family somewhere, and they would 
often do that. 

This legislation, I think, is extremely 
important to allow flexibility for li-
censing of relative caregivers. Exam-
ples of grandmothers who I worked 
with directly who wanted to take in 
their grandchildren but they were told 
they didn’t have enough bedrooms in 
their house, and so we were going to 
put the children in more expensive fos-
ter care and break them up and send 
them to different foster homes instead 
of leaving them with the grandmother 
or assist her in moving. 

So legislation like H.R. 2866, I be-
lieve, will begin to address some of 
these challenges and do what every 
child needs, which is to be in a loving 
home with family. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I continue to reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

H.R. 2866 is important because it sup-
ports kinship caregivers. Research 
shows that children placed in kinship 
care are safer, more stable placements 
and are more likely to be connected 
with their siblings and community 
than children placed in nonrelative 
placements. 

In addition to these positive out-
comes for children in relative care, re-
search shows that kinship care place-

ments are more cost effective. In Illi-
nois, cost studies estimated an average 
of $4,778 in savings of title IV-E admin-
istrative expenses over an 8-year period 
compared to a match control group 
that did not have this option. 

More than 400,000 children make up 
our Nation’s foster care population 
with more than one in four of these 
vulnerable children living with a 
grandparent or other relative. We 
should do as much as we can to 
strengthen these families and children. 
H.R. 2866 takes an important step for-
ward. 

Mr. Speaker, I have two facilities in 
my congressional district that have 
outstanding programs. They are 45-unit 
buildings that have been constructed 
for grandparents raising grandchildren. 
One is operated by the Sankofa Safe 
Child Initiative, the other by the 
Coppin AME Church Community Devel-
opment Agency. Both of these are tre-
mendous examples of what can happen 
when children have the opportunity to 
be nurtured by grandparents. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this 
legislation. I urge its passage, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to take a 
minute because I think today is one of 
those days where the American people 
look to the people’s House and say: 
Isn’t it something that they can actu-
ally agree? Isn’t it something that they 
actually think with their hearts? Isn’t 
it actually something that they can 
come together on an issue that is so 
basic, so simple, and so easy to under-
stand? 

We are talking about our most pre-
cious asset and the country’s best hope 
for the future: our children. 

As I heard Ms. SEWELL talk and Ms. 
BASS talk, I know in their hearts how 
they feel about this. I know this is not 
something they just thought about 
today or this week or thought this 
would be a good piece of legislation; 
they think it is good because it is good 
for American people. 

Mr. SMUCKER joined with Ms. SEWELL 
to have this legislation come forward. 
It is a breath of fresh air for the peo-
ple’s House. This is legislation that 
protects children, legislation that puts 
children with their families in case 
they can’t be taken care of in their 
own homes, and it is an incredible ef-
fort by both sides. 

I want to tell you what a great privi-
lege it is to serve with you today and 
to be on the floor with you. Mr. DAVIS 
is eloquent. Ms. BASS, Ms. SEWELL, and 
Mr. SMUCKER of Pennsylvania are good 
friends of mine. So it is good to be here 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
KELLY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2866, as 
amended. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:36 Jun 21, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K20JN7.023 H20JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4958 June 20, 2017 
The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

MODIFICATIONS OF CREDIT FOR 
PRODUCTION FROM ADVANCED 
NUCLEAR POWER FACILITIES 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 1551) to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
modify the credit for production from 
advanced nuclear power facilities, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1551 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MODIFICATIONS OF CREDIT FOR PRO-

DUCTION FROM ADVANCED NU-
CLEAR POWER FACILITIES. 

(a) TREATMENT OF UNUTILIZED LIMITATION 
AMOUNTS.—Section 45J(b) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (4), by inserting ‘‘or any 
amendment to’’ after ‘‘enactment of’’, and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(5) ALLOCATION OF UNUTILIZED LIMITA-
TION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any unutilized national 
megawatt capacity limitation shall be allocated 
by the Secretary under paragraph (3) as rapidly 
as is practicable after December 31, 2020— 

‘‘(i) first to facilities placed in service on or 
before such date to the extent that such facili-
ties did not receive an allocation equal to their 
full nameplate capacity, and 

‘‘(ii) then to facilities placed in service after 
such date in the order in which such facilities 
are placed in service. 

‘‘(B) UNUTILIZED NATIONAL MEGAWATT CAPAC-
ITY LIMITATION.—The term ‘unutilized national 
megawatt capacity limitation’ means the excess 
(if any) of— 

‘‘(i) 6,000 megawatts, over 
‘‘(ii) the aggregate amount of national mega-

watt capacity limitation allocated by the Sec-
retary before January 1, 2021, reduced by any 
amount of such limitation which was allocated 
to a facility which was not placed in service be-
fore such date. 

‘‘(C) COORDINATION WITH OTHER PROVI-
SIONS.—In the case of any unutilized national 
megawatt capacity limitation allocated by the 
Secretary pursuant to this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) such allocation shall be treated for pur-
poses of this section in the same manner as an 
allocation of national megawatt capacity limita-
tion, and 

‘‘(ii) subsection (d)(1)(B) shall not apply to 
any facility which receives such allocation.’’. 

(b) TRANSFER OF CREDIT BY CERTAIN PUBLIC 
ENTITIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 45J of such Code is 
amended— 

(A) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f), and 

(B) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(e) TRANSFER OF CREDIT BY CERTAIN PUBLIC 
ENTITIES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If, with respect to a credit 
under subsection (a) for any taxable year— 

‘‘(A) the taxpayer would be a qualified public 
entity, and 

‘‘(B) such entity elects the application of this 
paragraph for such taxable year with respect to 
all (or any portion specified in such election) of 
such credit, 
the eligible project partner specified in such 
election (and not the qualified public entity) 
shall be treated as the taxpayer for purposes of 
this title with respect to such credit (or such 
portion thereof). 

‘‘(2) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) QUALIFIED PUBLIC ENTITY.—The term 
‘qualified public entity’ means— 

‘‘(i) a Federal, State, or local government enti-
ty, or any political subdivision, agency, or in-
strumentality thereof, 

‘‘(ii) a mutual or cooperative electric company 
described in section 501(c)(12) or section 
1381(a)(2), or 

‘‘(iii) a not-for-profit electric utility which has 
or had received a loan or loan guarantee under 
the Rural Electrification Act of 1936. 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBLE PROJECT PARTNER.—The term 
‘eligible project partner’ means— 

‘‘(i) any person responsible for, or partici-
pating in, the design or construction of the ad-
vanced nuclear power facility to which the cred-
it under subsection (a) relates, 

‘‘(ii) any person who participates in the provi-
sion of the nuclear steam supply system to the 
advanced nuclear power facility to which the 
credit under subsection (a) relates, 

‘‘(iii) any person who participates in the pro-
vision of nuclear fuel to the advanced nuclear 
power facility to which the credit under sub-
section (a) relates, or 

‘‘(iv) any person who has an ownership inter-
est in such facility. 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULES.— 
‘‘(A) APPLICATION TO PARTNERSHIPS.—In the 

case of a credit under subsection (a) which is 
determined at the partnership level— 

‘‘(i) for purposes of paragraph (1)(A), a quali-
fied public entity shall be treated as the tax-
payer with respect to such entity’s distributive 
share of such credit, and 

‘‘(ii) the term ‘eligible project partner’ shall 
include any partner of the partnership. 

‘‘(B) TAXABLE YEAR IN WHICH CREDIT TAKEN 
INTO ACCOUNT.—In the case of any credit (or 
portion thereof) with respect to which an elec-
tion is made under paragraph (1), such credit 
shall be taken into account in the first taxable 
year of the eligible project partner ending with, 
or after, the qualified public entity’s taxable 
year with respect to which the credit was deter-
mined. 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF TRANSFER UNDER PRIVATE 
USE RULES.—For purposes of section 141(b)(1), 
any benefit derived by an eligible project part-
ner in connection with an election under this 
subsection shall not be taken into account as a 
private business use.’’. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR PROCEEDS OF TRANSFERS 
FOR MUTUAL OR COOPERATIVE ELECTRIC COMPA-
NIES.—Section 501(c)(12) of such Code is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraph: 

‘‘(I) In the case of a mutual or cooperative 
electric company described in this paragraph or 
an organization described in section 1381(a)(2), 
income received or accrued in connection with 
an election under section 45J(e)(1) shall be treat-
ed as an amount collected from members for the 
sole purpose of meeting losses and expenses.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) TREATMENT OF UNUTILIZED LIMITATION 

AMOUNTS.—The amendment made by subsection 
(a) shall take effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(2) TRANSFER OF CREDIT BY CERTAIN PUBLIC 
ENTITIES.—The amendments made by subsection 
(b) shall apply to taxable years beginning after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KELLY of Pennsylvania). Pursuant to 
the rule, the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. RICE) and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. NEAL) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H.R. 1551, currently under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand in strong sup-
port of H.R. 1551, a bill I have spon-
sored that modifies the advanced nu-
clear production tax credit. 

The nuclear production tax credit 
has been a vital incentive to jump- 
start a nuclear industry that has been 
dormant for almost 40 years. Unfortu-
nately, due to overregulation, ambigu-
ities in the law, and other unantici-
pated events, the first-in-a-generation 
nuclear plants that began construction 
because of this tax credit are in danger 
of being shut down midconstruction. 

Without certainty that these facili-
ties will have full access to the alloca-
tion of their tax credits, it may be an-
other 30 or 40 years before this country 
builds another cutting-edge nuclear fa-
cility. Thankfully, the legislation we 
are considering today provides these 
facilities the certainty they so des-
perately need to move forward. 

b 1630 
Almost 12 years ago, Congress estab-

lished the nuclear production tax cred-
it as part of a broader package de-
signed to ensure our energy independ-
ence. Not wanting to oversubsidize the 
nuclear industry, Congress set out to 
limit the credit in a number of ways, 
including a national production capac-
ity that effectively capped the amount 
of this credit available. 

South Carolina and Georgia re-
sponded to this incentive, making large 
investments in nuclear facilities that 
represented the pinnacle of safety and 
innovation in the industry. After years 
of applications, planning, and rigorous 
oversight by multiple regulatory au-
thorities, these plants began construc-
tion in 2013, receiving sizable alloca-
tions of the nuclear production tax 
credit’s national capacity. 

Yet, it quickly became clear changes 
to the underlying provision were nec-
essary in order for these plants to ful-
fill the capacity allocation as Congress 
originally intended. For example, right 
now, not-for-profit entities like public 
utilities are unable to utilize or trans-
fer their share of the credits, leaving 
the majority of the tax credits allo-
cated to these two plants unusable. 
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Additionally, strict placed-in-service 

date rules would force these plants to 
make decisions between finishing be-
fore a deadline or making sure they are 
constructed in the safest way possible. 

Recently, to make matters worse, a 
third-party contractor for both plants 
unexpectedly filed for bankruptcy, put-
ting the projects in jeopardy of fin-
ishing before the placed-in-service 
date, if at all. 

In the coming weeks, both plants 
must go before State regulators and 
provide a plan for how they will con-
tinue construction. The full avail-
ability of the $2 billion in tax credits 
will be a key factor in the regulators’ 
assessment of whether to approve the 
plans to continue with the facilities or 
shut down the construction com-
pletely. 

Taking a step back for a second, I 
think it is important to note that one 
of my top priorities in Congress is to 
help restore our country’s competitive-
ness through a comprehensive overhaul 
of our Tax Code. An ideal tax system 
promotes parity between different en-
ergy sources and gets the government 
out of the business of picking winners 
and losers. 

Before we get to that ideal tax sys-
tem, we must create a smooth transi-
tion from our current system to the 
new system. This legislation is an im-
portant part of that transition. As 
Ways and Means Committee Chairman 
BRADY said at our markup last week: 
‘‘Nuclear power is a critical component 
of an all-of-the-above strategy for en-
ergy independence and national secu-
rity.’’ 

Without this legislation, the nuclear 
power industry may cease to exist as 
we know it today in this country, 
which is exactly why passing this legis-
lation today is more important now 
than ever. Nuclear power is crucial to 
our energy independence. 

Additionally, if these facilities shut 
down tomorrow, it will immediately 
cost 12,000 jobs in South Carolina and 
Georgia. It will cost the ratepayers 
hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars 
in increases in their annual utility 
bills. And most alarming, our national 
security will be jeopardized, as coun-
tries like China and Russia continue to 
make massive investments in nuclear 
power production. 

We need to give these plants the cer-
tainty of the tax credits as Congress 
originally intended, not just for South 
Carolina and Georgia, but for the con-
tinued innovation of nuclear energy 
and the security of our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1551, a bipartisan bill to modify the 
section 45J production tax credit for 
advanced power. 

This bill is sponsored by two of my 
colleagues on the Ways and Means 
Committee, Mr. BLUMENAUER from Or-
egon and Mr. RICE from South Caro-

lina. It enjoys bipartisan support of 
members of the committee as well. 

Passage of this bill is critical to 
thousands of jobs in South Carolina 
and Georgia. As you know, I am com-
mitted to passing good, bipartisan leg-
islation that puts and keeps Americans 
to work in good-paying jobs. 

However, I must highlight my dis-
appointment that the committee at 
this moment has not acted on other 
important priorities in the energy tax 
space. For example, there is bipartisan 
interest in this Congress for extending 
section 48 investment tax credit for 
non-solar, section 48-eligible tech-
nologies. H.R. 1090, the Technology for 
Energy Security Act, introduced by 
our colleagues, Mr. REED from New 
York and Mr. THOMPSON from Cali-
fornia, is supported by a bipartisan 
group of 93 Members of Congress. 

The committee is overdue in consid-
ering this important piece of legisla-
tion, as well as other provisions vital 
to renewable energy, renewable fuels, 
and energy efficiency and alternative 
fuel vehicles that expired at the end of 
2016. As the gentleman from South 
Carolina noted, all of the above. 

I hope we can act before the eleventh 
hour to extend these provisions. 

Mr. Speaker, I conclude by reminding 
my colleagues that the United States 
Government invests a tremendous 
amount of money on energy policy 
through our Tax Code. These invest-
ments have helped to grow our econ-
omy and create good-paying jobs na-
tionwide. Therefore, as we continue the 
discussions on tax reform, I hope and 
anticipate Chairman BRADY will con-
sider focusing on comprehensive, fully 
integrated energy strategy reform as 
well. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. DUN-
CAN). 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. RICE) for his work 
on this. 

I rise today to keep the lights on for 
American nuclear energy. 

America is being left behind in the 
nuclear energy race. Nuclear energy in 
the United States is lagging behind our 
competition. The four new generation 
reactors being built in South Carolina 
and Georgia are the first new reactor 
construction since the 1970s. The Watts 
Bar 2 reactor in Tennessee, which was 
first permitted in the 1970s, only re-
cently came online in 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, America needs to gets 
serious about nuclear energy. These 
new reactors not only keep our econ-
omy pumping with 24/7 base-load elec-
tricity, they are also the foundation 
for America’s national security. A suc-
cessful civilian nuclear energy sector is 
key to supporting America’s military 
needs. 

Nuclear needs to be approached holis-
tically. From new production at plants 

like V.C. Summer in South Carolina, to 
treatment and disposal facilities at the 
Savannah River Site, it is in America’s 
national security interest that policies 
keep all aspects of the nuclear life 
cycle competitive with the rest of the 
world. 

Passing this legislation now will send 
a clear signal to the regulatory au-
thorities at home and nations abroad 
that America is serious about national 
security. Without such a signal, the 
chances that the regulatory authori-
ties disregard the tax credits for the 
purposes of evaluating the project are 
much higher, likely leading to the au-
thorities not approving the continued 
construction of the plants. 

The United States must not turn 
over leadership in nuclear technology 
to Russia and China. China’s recent nu-
clear deals are with Sudan, South Afri-
ca, Kenya, Egypt, Argentina, and Great 
Britain. 

Rosatom, which administers the 
former Soviet weapons complex, says it 
has received orders for 34 nuclear 
power reactors in 13 countries, includ-
ing Iran. Together, Russia and China 
are constructing almost 30 new ad-
vanced nuclear units, whereas the four 
units at the V.C. Summer and Vogtle 
plants would be our first nuclear units 
in almost 40 years. 

Nuclear energy is the cornerstone of 
American economic and national secu-
rity. I urge my colleagues to not turn 
the lights out on nuclear energy, and 
to vote in favor of H.R. 1551. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN), the assistant 
Democratic leader and my friend. 

Mr. CLYBURN. I thank my friend, 
Mr. NEAL, for yielding and for his sup-
port of this bill. It is very important to 
the States of South Carolina and Geor-
gia. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1551 will make two 
critical modifications to the nuclear 
production tax credit program. This 
bill will allow government-owned elec-
tric utilities and nonprofit electric co-
operatives to utilize the credit, which 
current law restricts to for-profit utili-
ties only. It will also remove the 
placed-in-service deadline for facilities 
to be completed. 

Since the tax credit’s original pas-
sage in the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
four new advanced nuclear plants, the 
V.C. Summer site in South Carolina, 
and the Vogtle site in Georgia, have 
been licensed by the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission and are under con-
struction. 

Both projects are partly owned by 
State or municipal-owned utilities or 
nonprofit electric cooperatives. These 
public power entities, which have 
taken the first steps in constructing 
new advanced nuclear facilities, should 
not be penalized, but should, instead, 
be treated similarly to the for-profit 
utilities for the purpose of these tax in-
centives. 

The construction that is currently 
underway in South Carolina and Geor-
gia employ over 12,000 skilled workers 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:36 Jun 21, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K20JN7.027 H20JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4960 June 20, 2017 
and represent billions of dollars of in-
vestment. When complete, they will be 
the largest addition of carbon-free en-
ergy in either State and will replace 
older fossil fuel-emitting plants. 

Recently, the contractor building 
both the South Carolina and Georgia 
facilities has entered into bankruptcy 
proceedings, raising the possibility of 
further delays in the completion of 
these projects. It is critical that the 
placed-in-service deadline be extended 
so that these projects, the first new ad-
vanced nuclear construction projects in 
this country in over 30 years, may be 
completed. 

While Russia, China, and other coun-
tries around the world are investing in 
nuclear energy, we cannot afford to 
walk away from these important 
sources of clean energy for future gen-
erations. 

The modifications in this bill do not 
expand the tax credit and, as such, 
have little additional cost to the tax-
payer. 

I want to thank my colleagues, TOM 
RICE and EARL BLUMENAUER, for spon-
soring this legislation; and Chairman 
KEVIN BRADY and Ranking Member 
RICHARD NEAL for the support they 
have given to it. 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JODY B. 
HICE). 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank all of my colleagues 
for the comments that have been made 
regarding this very important piece of 
legislation. 

We all know that securing American 
energy independence is absolutely crit-
ical to the future prosperity of this Na-
tion, and nuclear power plays a major 
role in that mission. 

At the Vogtle plant in Georgia, thou-
sands of engineers and craftsmen, 
many of whom live in my district, are 
hard at work putting the United States 
at the forefront of advanced nuclear 
technology. The Vogtle plant and its 
sister plant in South Carolina, V.C. 
Summer, have four new, state-of-the- 
art reactors under construction. The 
clean, low-cost, safe energy that is pro-
duced from both Vogtle and V.C. Sum-
mer will pave the way for future reac-
tors and mark a new era for nuclear 
power in the United States. 

H.R. 1551 makes relatively small 
changes to already established tax 
credits, but this legislation will have 
an enormous impact on ensuring nu-
clear power remains a viable source of 
energy. 

So I, again, just want to thank my 
good friend, Mr. RICE, for introducing 
this sincerely important piece of legis-
lation, and I urge all of my colleagues 
here to support H.R. 1551. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to support 
this bill. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. DOGGETT), my friend. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, how 
very appropriate it is today that this 

Congress is interrupting consideration 
of child welfare and foster care bills in 
order to address a gift for the nuclear 
industry. An indifferent Congress that 
refuses to put an extra dime in address-
ing the deficiencies of our foster care 
system doesn’t hesitate for a moment 
in giving a few more million dollars to 
the nuclear industry. 

Isn’t it amazing to hear what we will 
accomplish with a mere $16 million ad-
ditional tax subsidy? 

Our national security will be pro-
tected. This is the first concern I have 
heard here on the floor in months from 
a Republican about giving things to 
Russia and China. Maybe the better 
place to look than this bill is down the 
street at the White House, if the real 
concern is what we are giving to the 
Russia. 

To hear supporters of this bill talk 
about the dangers to Georgia and 
South Carolina, you would think that 
Sherman’s March on Atlanta, Georgia, 
and South Carolina was nothing com-
pared to the harm this Congress would 
do if it failed to enact this bill. 

Well, the devastation that faces con-
sumers in these States has nothing to 
do with what Congress has or has not 
done, but it has to do with the nuclear 
industry seeking special treatment, 
much as it is seeking taxpayer sub-
sidies here today. 

b 1645 

It is an industry that has disregarded 
longstanding utility law to compel 
Georgians to pay higher electric bills 
for utility investments before they 
ever deliver one kilowatt of power. And 
it may, in fact, never get around to 
providing any power for all the money 
that is wasted on them. 

This is a bill that is masquerading as 
an incentive for the future. A glorious 
new day for nuclear power. And yet it 
makes this tax credit available to 20- 
year-old nuclear technology and for 
last-century uranium mining. 

This bill hardly matches its cover. It 
is true that $16 million of additional 
help to the nuclear industry is a mere 
footnote compared to the billions of 
taxpayer dollars, taxpayer resources, 
that have been lavished on this indus-
try in the past. 

In Georgia, the nuclear power indus-
try literally turned decades of utility 
law upside down in demanding that 
electric ratepayers pay for what stock-
holders traditionally have paid for. 
Even after doing that, Westinghouse, a 
once distinguished American company, 
a blue ribbon company, went belly up. 
It has been nuked, and so have those 
local utility ratepayers. 

As The New York Times reported re-
cently: 

‘‘Many of the company’s injuries are 
self-inflicted. . . . ’’ 

‘‘Bankruptcy will make it harder for 
Westinghouse’s business partners to 
collect money they are owed by the nu-
clear-plant maker.’’ 

‘‘Now, it is unclear whether the com-
pany will be able to complete any of its 

projects, which in the United States 
are about 3 years late and billions over 
budget.’’ 

‘‘The cost estimates are already run-
ning $1 billion to $1.3 billion higher 
than originally expected, according to 
a recent report from Morgan Stanley, 
and could eventually exceed $8 billion 
. . . ’’ right onto the shoulders of those 
ratepayers in Georgia and South Caro-
lina. 

Of course, you would have thought, 
after the disaster at Fukushima and 
the many questions raised about nu-
clear power in Japan, that Congress 
would be rethinking nuclear power as a 
panacea. But even if you overlook this 
human disaster and the dangers to 
health and safety, a recognition that 
when the nuclear industry makes a 
mistake it is a mistake that lasts for-
ever, if you just look at the economics 
alone, this kind of tax subsidy is un-
justified. 

With an ample amount of natural gas 
coming on the market, with so much 
renewable energy, nuclear simply has 
not made economic sense, and the his-
tory of this particular legislation dem-
onstrates that. 

When this tax break was originally 
set up back in 2005, there were some 32 
nuclear plants that were going to take 
advantage of it, and it hasn’t been be-
cause of the failure of Congress that 
they didn’t. Out of that 32, exactly four 
have even begun to be built, and not 
one of them, not a single one of them, 
has been completed in over a decade 
and a half. 

After this record of miserable fail-
ures, there is good reason to ask why 
taxpayers should be called on to give 
even more. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter from 13 environmental groups 
expressing opposition to the legisla-
tion. 

JUNE 20, 2017. 
Re Opposition to H.R. 1551—amending tax 

credit provisions for ‘‘advanced’’ nuclear 
power. 

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN AND MINORITY LEADER 
PELOSI: On behalf of our millions of members 
we are writing to register our strong opposi-
tion to H.R. 1551 that would eliminate the 
placed-in-service date for the nuclear pro-
duction tax credit, which is currently Janu-
ary 1, 2021. It would also allow public power 
companies to receive the benefit of the fed-
eral production tax credit even though they 
pay no taxes. 

Despite H.R. 1551’s misleading title, the 
production tax credit it extends is not des-
ignated solely for new, supposed ‘‘advanced’’ 
nuclear technologies. Rather, reactor designs 
that were approved over twenty years ago 
are eligible as described in the bill analysis 
by the Joint Committee on Taxation, ‘‘An 
advanced nuclear facility is any nuclear fa-
cility for the production of electricity, the 
reactor design for which was approved after 
1993 by the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion.’’ 

The nuclear industry is once again dem-
onstrating that it is not only dirty and dan-
gerous but that it is also not cost competi-
tive. Despite promises that this time would 
be different, the four Toshiba-Westinghouse 
AP1000 nuclear reactors under construction 
in the U.S., two at Southern Company’s 
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Plant Vogtle in Georgia and two at SCANA’s 
V.C. Summer plant in South Carolina, have 
yet again shown that the nuclear industry is 
incapable of building new reactors within 
budget or on time even with significant fed-
eral and state financial incentives and new, 
streamlined federal licensing processes. 

Reports issued in recent weeks show that 
the costs of these projects are out of control, 
and falling further and further behind sched-
ule. Both are approximately 40% complete in 
terms of construction, yet have already more 
than doubled in cost and projected construc-
tion time. When construction started in 2009, 
Vogtle 3 and 4 were projected to cost a total 
of $14 billion and to begin generating elec-
tricity in 2016 and 2017, respectively. Eight 
years later, the reactors may not be com-
pleted until 2022 and 2023, if ever, and at an 
estimated total project cost of $29 billion. 
Summer 2 and 3 were projected to cost $11 
billion, but overruns have pushed the total 
to at least $22.9 billion. Consequently, utility 
customers in both states are suffering as 
they are paying in advance for the financing 
costs associated with the projects far longer 
than initially predicted and will ultimately 
face increasing bills because of the projects’ 
costs overruns. 

H.R. 1551 would unfairly reward Southern 
Company and SCANA Corp. for not being 
able to complete these projects on time, pro-
viding them each with more than $1 billion 
in taxpayer-provided handouts to shield 
their shareholders from the financial respon-
sibility of pursuing inherently risky, uneco-
nomical projects. Perhaps even worse, elimi-
nating the placed-in-service date will provide 
an incentive for yet other utilities to make 
the same mistakes. 

The purpose of tax incentives, whether for 
nuclear, renewable energy, or other tech-
nologies, is to support innovation and tech-
nological leadership in the energy sector and 
to drive the commercialization of promising 
new technologies. When the nuclear produc-
tion tax credit was created in 2005, Congress 
hoped to support a revival of nuclear reactor 
construction. Only four out of thirty-two re-
actors proposed since 2005 ever began con-
struction, and the vast majority of the rest 
have been cancelled or indefinitely shelved. 

The failures to bring any of the four reac-
tors online within the fifteen-year period of 
the tax credit program demonstrates that 
the technology is an even greater failure 
than the first generation of reactors, and it 
will never be widely commercialized. It is 
simply not a justified or worthy investment 
of taxpayers’ money to grant the owners of 
these reactors the extraordinary relief of bil-
lions of dollars in subsidies for projects that 
hold no promise for the U.S. energy sector. It 
should not be forgotten that Southern Com-
pany’s expansion of Plant Vogtle has already 
received substantial taxpayer support 
through the $8.3 billion in federal nuclear 
loan guarantees and the public/private cost- 
sharing support during the permitting and li-
censing process. 

Finally, we oppose H.R. 1551 because the 
legislation establishes an expensive prece-
dent by creating brand-new tax credit value 
for any not-for-profit project partners that 
can only be transferred to all for-profit 
project partners. Both the Vogtle and Sum-
mer projects feature a combination of both 
for-profit and not-for-profit utilities. Not- 
for-profit utilities, such as rural coopera-
tives, municipal or state-owned utilities, 
have no federal tax liability and therefore 
are not entitled to tax credits. But under 
H.R. 1551, the tax credit is made available for 
not-for-profit entities that can only be trans-
ferred to the project’s for-profit partners. 
Furthermore, H.R. 1551 specifies that rural 
cooperatives may treat tax credit transfers 
as funds collected for ‘‘the sole purpose of 

meeting losses and expenses’’—that is, as a 
form of debt relief, for which production tax 
credits were not intended. These measures 
amount to a brand-new, taxpayer-shouldered 
giveaway for both Southern Company and 
SCANA Corp. 

Furthermore, the definition of ‘‘eligible 
partners’’ that can receive the tax credits 
from the not-for-profit partner(s) is trou-
bling as it ‘‘includes any person who de-
signed or constructed the nuclear power 
plant, participates in the provision of nu-
clear steam or nuclear fuel to the power 
plant, or has an ownership interest in the fa-
cility.’’ Providing tax credits to reactor sup-
pliers or the uranium mining industry is ob-
jectionable and goes beyond the original in-
tent of the law to provide incentives to ac-
tual nuclear utilities that were among the 
first to pursue new nuclear generation. 

The rationales provided for eliminating 
the placed-in-service date for the nuclear 
production tax credit are irrelevant and have 
no merit: 

‘‘The cost of H.R. 1551 is minimal.’’ The 
cost of the nuclear production tax credits is 
at least $5.2 billion. Due to both eliminating 
the placed-in-service date and by permitting 
qualified public entities to transfer credits 
to an eligible project partner, the latter pro-
vision would actually increase the cost of 
the tax credits by allowing non-profit, tax- 
exempt owners of reactors to take a large 
federal tax credit. State and municipal utili-
ties and rural cooperatives are major owners 
of both the Vogtle and Summer projects: 
rural cooperatives own 54.3% of the Vogtle 3 
and 4 reactors; and Santee Cooper owns 45% 
of the Summer 2 and 3 reactors. By permit-
ting these tax-exempt entities to transfer 
tax credits to private sector partners, H.R. 
1551 would double the anticipated amount of 
the tax credits for the Summer and Vogtle 
projects. The credits are valued at $18 per 
megawatt-hour of electricity generated for 
the first eight years. This would amount to 
about $160 million per year for each reactor— 
$1.3 billion each, or $5.2 billion for all four re-
actors. Taxpayers stand to avoid a $5.2 bil-
lion expense if none of the reactors come on-
line before the tax credits expire at the end 
of 2020. By eliminating the placed-in-service 
date, H.R. 1551 could cost taxpayers billions 
of dollars for a failed technology. 

‘‘The tax credits are essential to the com-
pletion of the Vogtle and Summer projects.’’ 
It is not clear that the tax credits will have 
any effect on the outcome of the Vogtle and 
Summer projects at this point. Each of the 
reactors under construction is now $5 billion 
to $7 billion over budget. Even $1.3 billion in 
tax credits is not enough offset such massive 
cost overruns; and, in/ any case, the benefits 
of the production tax credit were assumed 
when the utilities began building the reac-
tors. If the utilities determine to complete 
the reactors despite the cost overruns, the 
value of the tax credits will not be a decisive 
factor. 

‘‘The tax credits are essential to maintain-
ing U.S. leadership in the global nuclear in-
dustry.’’ Extending the nuclear production 
tax credit will do nothing to promote U.S. 
leadership in nuclear technology or reactor 
exports. The tax credits themselves will de-
rive to the domestic utilities that will own 
and operate the Vogtle and Summer reac-
tors, not the manufacturers that design, ex-
port, and build reactors. The nuclear divi-
sions of Westinghouse and General Electric 
are the only two U.S.-based companies ac-
tively involved in the global reactor market, 
but both are now owned by Japanese cor-
porations (Toshiba and Hitachi). As a result 
of Westinghouse’s bankruptcy, Toshiba has 
determined not to build any more new reac-
tors, and not to continue supporting the 
AP1000 reactor design. GE-Hitachi’s pros-

pects are no better. The company has only 
two reactors in construction globally (both 
in Japan and long-delayed). 

‘‘A viable commercial nuclear power indus-
try is necessary to support the nation’s de-
fense nuclear complex.’’ This would be a hyp-
ocritical reason to provide a subsidy to reac-
tors, and could prove dangerous to peace and 
security domestically and globally. The U.S. 
is under international treaty obligations to 
maintain a strict separation of civilian and 
military applications of nuclear technology. 
Historically, the U.S. government’s purpose 
in promoting commercial nuclear power was 
to encourage the peaceful application of 
atomic energy, not to advance nuclear weap-
ons. If the U.S. is perceived as promoting ci-
vilian nuclear power as a means of bolstering 
our nuclear weapons program, then it will 
undermine our credibility in the non-
proliferation arena. It could also encourage 
enemies to view nuclear power plants as ex-
tensions of our military establishment, and 
hence as legitimate targets in armed con-
flict. 

We strongly oppose this bill and urge you 
to vote against this undeserved industry 
bailout. We urge Congress to oppose this pro-
vision and instead focus on low- or no-carbon 
energy choices that can be deployed 
affordably in the near-term, at low risk, that 
will lead us to a clean and sustainable fu-
ture. 

Sincerely, 
Beyond Nuclear, Center for Biological 

Diversity, Clean Water Action, Envi-
ronment America, Friends of the 
Earth, Greenpeace, League of Con-
servation Voters, Natural Resources 
Defense Council, Nuclear Information 
And Resource Service, Public Citizens, 
Sierra Club, Southern Alliance for 
Clean Energy, Southern Oregon Cli-
mate Action Now. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve that there is an important addi-
tional concern raised by our colleague 
Mr. NEAL already. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MITCHELL). The time of the gentleman 
has expired. 

Mr. NEAL. I yield the gentleman an 
additional 1 minute, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. DOGGETT. And that is the fact 
that there are so many other addi-
tional measures that our colleagues’ 
bipartisan efforts that are pending in 
our committee on energy-efficient resi-
dential property, on fuel cells, on small 
wind energy, on geothermal heat 
pumps, to mention only a few. These 
represent forms of energy and energy 
conservation that will help us address 
climate change while achieving our en-
ergy objectives. 

Mr. Speaker, instead of today’s meas-
ure, our focus should be on safe, 
healthy forms of energy instead of an 
industry that costs too much and poses 
too much danger to humans. 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY), the 
chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H.R. 
1551, legislation supported by Repub-
licans and Democrats, focused on 
strengthening America’s energy secu-
rity. 

This bill is sponsored and led by Con-
gressman TOM RICE, and it clarifies an 
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existing law dealing with tax credits 
for nuclear energy production and 
making sure these credits work effec-
tively for America. It addresses an ur-
gent problem that now poses a threat 
to America’s energy security and, by 
extension, our national security. 

As a result of an uncertainty with re-
spect to the nuclear production tax 
credit, there is a risk of construction 
grinding to a halt on several cutting- 
edge nuclear power plants in our coun-
try. Meanwhile, our global competitors 
like Russia and China are pushing for-
ward nuclear power to bolster their 
own energy sectors. 

Nuclear power is critical to an all-of- 
the-above strategy for American en-
ergy independence and our national se-
curity. It is urgent that we take action 
now to solve this issue in our Tax Code 
and provide the certainty that our en-
ergy innovators need to continue mov-
ing forward with construction. That is 
exactly what Congressman RICE’s bill 
will do. 

To be clear, I would rather be stand-
ing here today to announce that this 
important bill is part of overall tax re-
form. But the fact is that our focus on 
that important goal doesn’t prevent us 
from acting to solve urgent problems 
in existing law like this. 

The fact is this bill is not what Wash-
ington calls a tax extender. That circus 
isn’t coming back to town. This bill is 
a solution to a serious and immediate 
problem in our Tax Code that threat-
ens our energy security. That is why 
we are moving it forward right now. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Con-
gressman RICE for his leadership on 
H.R. 1551 and the strong support from 
the South Carolina and Georgia delega-
tions, all who have weighed in on this. 
And as we continue working with 
President Trump in the Senate to de-
liver comprehensive tax reform this 
year, we should pass this bill now, pro-
vide greater certainty for our nuclear 
energy innovators. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN). 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank Congressman RICE for his intro-
duction of this important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, President Trump and I 
agree on many issues facing our Nation 
today. We share our number one pri-
ority: national security. Energy inde-
pendence is critical to our mutual mis-
sion to safeguard the United States. 
That is why I stand before my col-
leagues in the Nation today in support 
of H.R. 1551 to modify the nuclear pro-
duction tax credit. 

Enacted in 2005, the Energy Policy 
Act provided production tax credits for 
reactors with a deadline of 2020. When 
the law was enacted, Congress did not 
anticipate the sunset date would place 
a hardship on energy producers. As 
every businessowner knows, the unex-
pected happens in the real world. 

My district is leading the way in the 
expansion of our Nation’s nuclear en-

ergy resources, constructing two of the 
first nuclear reactors in the United 
States in more than 30 years. In fact, 
the 12th District of Georgia will have 
more than 75 percent of the nuclear 
generating capacity of the Southern 
Company. 

Also, because Georgia has been 
ranked as the number one place to lo-
cate your business for the last 4 years 
is because we enjoy extremely low 
power rates. 

In an unfortunate turn of events, 
Westinghouse filed for bankruptcy, 
which could result in the nuclear units 
coming online at Plant Vogtle a little 
later than 2020. H.R. 1551 will assist our 
Nation’s energy producers to complete 
Plant Vogtle’s units 3 and 4. Mr. 
Speaker, this is absolutely critical. 
This change will not cost the taxpayer 
an additional dime. 

You may ask: Why is this a national 
security issue? As it has been men-
tioned, China and Russia continue to 
make heavy investments in nuclear en-
ergy. We cannot send a signal to the 
rest of the world that nondemocratic 
countries are leading the way in nu-
clear production and that America is 
not investing in our own energy inde-
pendence. 

Mr. Speaker, Plant Vogtle is critical 
to provide clean low-cost energy to 
Georgians. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this critical impor-
tant legislation. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I continue 
to reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. SANFORD). 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I, too, 
rise in support of H.R. 1551, and I want 
to thank Mr. RICE for his hard work on 
this bill and the way he shepherded it 
through the legislative process. I think 
it is awfully important for a number of 
different reasons. I think it is impor-
tant for the reason of the environment. 

I come from the low country of South 
Carolina, and we are seeing firsthand 
sea level rise and its effect. We can 
have a huge debate on what is causing 
that, what is not causing that. But in 
the meantime, there is a clear sci-
entific consensus on the idea of in-
creased CO2 emissions being tied to 
this notion of global warming, which 
very much impacts my congressional 
district. It impacts a lot of places 
around the world. 

So I think that there is no perfect en-
ergy source out there, in fairness to my 
colleague. But of the available choices 
out there, I think that something that 
does address the CO2 emission question 
is awfully important, and nuclear does. 

I think it is also important from the 
standpoint of base load in terms of en-
ergy in this country and its importance 
in terms of competitiveness around the 
world. 

Gordon Sullivan wrote a book enti-
tled ‘‘Hope is not a Method,’’ and he 
talked about we may hope for a whole 
host of different breakthroughs in 

terms of alternatives, and I do hope 
that they come through, whether that 
is solar or tidal or who knows what. I 
think that there are emerging tech-
nologies there, but, in the meantime, 
we have to handle this issue of base 
load from the standpoint of our ability 
to compete with the rest of the world 
in terms of baseline energy as it relates 
to business and it relates to, frankly, 
the ability to cool one’s house in the 
warm air of South Carolina, or I guess 
the southwest these days. 

I think it is also important from the 
standpoint of energy independence. 
This idea of domestic production be-
comes incredibly important given the 
way in which we are dealing with a 
whole host of different places around 
the globe that at times don’t want 
what is best for America but want what 
is best for their region to the exclu-
sion, at times, of what is best for 
America. 

Mr. Speaker, this idea of energy inde-
pendence, I think, is also an important 
consideration into H.R. 1551. It is for 
that reason that I come by for a second 
to thank TOM RICE for his hard work in 
shepherding this bill forward. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, in reference to the pre-
vious gentleman’s comments, it is 
helpful for the acknowledgment that 
there is broad agreement among sci-
entists as to how global warming is oc-
curring. There is a suggestion that it is 
because of problems that have been 
generated by man- and womankind. I 
think that President Obama said clear-
ly all of the above as part of the solu-
tion. 

So the suggestion that we have had 
on this side as this legislation advances 
is also to use the pulpit of the Ways 
and Means Committee to move forward 
with advancing meaningful job cre-
ation in terms of alternative and re-
newable energy as well, and creating 
greater energy efficiencies. 

I would think that there should be an 
opportunity in this House to find some 
common agreements on legislation, 
similar to what we are witnessing 
today, on the renewable front as well. 
Greater energy efficiency for all of us 
should be of paramount concern. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I cannot 
overstate the importance this legisla-
tion represents to the future of nuclear 
energy production in the United 
States. 

As the Ways and Means Committee 
noted when it approved this same 
measure last year, while the com-
mittee continues to work on com-
prehensive tax reform as a critical 
means of promoting economic growth 
and job creation, it is important to 
provide immediate clarity and cer-
tainty on tax issues affecting American 
businesses, and this legislation will 
provide just that. 
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I would also like to thank Chairman 

BRADY for his continued support of 
H.R. 1551, as well as the bipartisan sup-
port we received when this bill was 
voted out of committee by voice vote 
last week. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask for continued bi-
partisan support from my colleagues 
here in the House in passing this legis-
lation, not just because it makes com-
monsense changes to the credit but be-
cause of the extreme sense of urgency 
to provide certainty for our nuclear in-
dustry. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. RICE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1551, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1700 

MODERNIZING THE INTERSTATE 
PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN IN 
FOSTER CARE ACT 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2742) to amend title IV of the 
Social Security Act to require States 
to adopt an electronic system to help 
expedite the placement of children in 
foster care or guardianship, or for 
adoption, across State lines, and to 
provide funding to aid States in devel-
oping such a system, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2742 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Modernizing 
the Interstate Placement of Children in Fos-
ter Care Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) when a child in foster care cannot re-

turn safely home, the child deserves to be 
placed in a setting that is best for that child, 
regardless of whether it is in the child’s 
State or another State; 

(2) the Interstate Compact on the Place-
ment of Children (ICPC) was established in 
1960 to provide a uniform legal framework 
for the placement of children across State 
lines in foster and adoptive homes; 

(3) frequently, children waiting to be 
placed with an adoptive family, relative, or 
foster parent in another State spend more 
time waiting for this to occur than children 
who are placed with an adoptive, family, rel-
ative, or foster parent in the same State, be-
cause of the outdated, administratively bur-
densome ICPC process; 

(4) no child should have to wait longer to 
be placed in a loving home simply because 
the child must cross a State line; 

(5) the National Electronic Interstate Com-
pact Enterprise (NEICE) was launched in Au-

gust 2014 in Indiana, Nevada, Florida, South 
Carolina, Wisconsin, and the District of Co-
lumbia, has since expanded into Illinois, Vir-
ginia, Rhode Island, California, Alaska, Ne-
braska, and Georgia, and is expected to be 
expanded into additional States to improve 
the administrative process by which children 
are placed with families across State lines; 

(6) States using this electronic interstate 
case-processing system have reduced admin-
istrative costs and the amount of staff time 
required to process these cases, and case-
workers can spend more time helping chil-
dren instead of copying and mailing paper-
work between States; 

(7) since NEICE was launched, placement 
time has decreased by 30 percent for inter-
state foster care placements; and 

(8) on average, States using this electronic 
interstate case-processing system have been 
able to reduce from 24 business days to 13 
business days the time it takes to identify a 
family for a child and prepare the paperwork 
required to start the ICPC process. 
SEC. 3. STATE PLAN REQUIREMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 471(a)(25) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 671(a)(25)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘provide’’ and insert ‘‘pro-
vides’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘, which in the case of a 
State other than the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, and American Samoa, not later 
than October 1, 2027, shall include the use of 
an electronic interstate case-processing sys-
tem’’ before the 1st semicolon. 

(b) EXEMPTION OF INDIAN TRIBES.—Section 
479B(c) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 679c(c)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(4) INAPPLICABILITY OF STATE PLAN RE-
QUIREMENT TO HAVE IN EFFECT PROCEDURES 
PROVIDING FOR THE USE AN ELECTRONIC INTER-
STATE CASE-PROCESSING SYSTEM.—The re-
quirement in section 471(a)(25) that a State 
plan provide that the State shall have in ef-
fect procedures providing for the use of an 
electronic interstate case-processing system 
shall not apply to an Indian tribe, tribal or-
ganization, or tribal consortium that elects 
to operate a program under this part.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

subsection (a) shall take effect on the 1st day 
of the 1st calendar quarter beginning on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and shall apply to payments under part E of 
title IV of the Social Security Act for cal-
endar quarters beginning on or after such 
date. 

(2) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION 
REQUIRED.—If the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services determines that State legis-
lation (other than legislation appropriating 
funds) is required in order for a State plan 
developed pursuant to part E of title IV of 
the Social Security Act to meet the addi-
tional requirement imposed by the amend-
ments made by subsection (a), the plan shall 
not be regarded as failing to meet any of the 
additional requirements before the 1st day of 
the 1st calendar quarter beginning after the 
first regular session of the State legislature 
that begins after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. For purposes of the preceding 
sentence, if the State has a 2-year legislative 
session, each year of the session is deemed to 
be a separate regular session of the State 
legislature. 
SEC. 4. FUNDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN 

ELECTRONIC INTERSTATE CASE- 
PROCESSING SYSTEM TO EXPEDITE 
THE INTERSTATE PLACEMENT OF 
CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE OR 
GUARDIANSHIP, OR FOR ADOPTION. 

Section 437 of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 629g) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(g) FUNDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN 
ELECTRONIC INTERSTATE CASE-PROCESSING 
SYSTEM TO EXPEDITE THE INTERSTATE PLACE-
MENT OF CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE OR 
GUARDIANSHIP, OR FOR ADOPTION.— 

‘‘(1) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this sub-
section is to facilitate the development of an 
electronic interstate case-processing system 
for the exchange of data and documents to 
expedite the placements of children in foster, 
guardianship, or adoptive homes across 
State lines. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A State that seeks 
funding under this subsection shall submit 
to the Secretary the following information: 

‘‘(A) A description of the goals and out-
comes to be achieved, which goals and out-
comes must result in— 

‘‘(i) reducing the time it takes for a child 
to be provided with a safe and appropriate 
permanent living arrangement across State 
lines; 

‘‘(ii) improving administrative processes 
and reducing costs in the foster care system; 
and 

‘‘(iii) the secure exchange of relevant case 
files and other necessary materials in real 
time, and timely communications and place-
ment decisions regarding interstate place-
ments of children. 

‘‘(B) A description of the activities to be 
funded in whole or in part with the funds, in-
cluding the sequencing of the activities. 

‘‘(C) A description of the strategies for in-
tegrating programs and services for children 
who are placed across State lines. 

‘‘(D) Such other information as the Sec-
retary may require. 

‘‘(3) FUNDING AUTHORITY.—The Secretary 
may provide funds to a State that complies 
with paragraph (2). In providing funds under 
this section, the Secretary shall prioritize 
States that are not yet connected with the 
electronic interstate case-processing system 
referred to in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(4) USE OF FUNDS.—A State to which fund-
ing is provided under this subsection shall 
use the funding to support the State in con-
necting with, or enhancing or expediting 
services provided under, the electronic inter-
state case-processing system referred to in 
paragraph (1). 

‘‘(5) EVALUATIONS.—Not later than 1 year 
after the final year in which funds are 
awarded under this subsection, the Secretary 
shall submit to the Congress, and make 
available to the general public by posting on 
a website, a report that contains the fol-
lowing information: 

‘‘(A) How using the electronic interstate 
case-processing system developed pursuant 
to paragraph (4) has changed the time it 
takes for children to be placed across State 
lines. 

‘‘(B) The number of cases subject to the 
Interstate Compact on the Placement of 
Children that were processed through the 
electronic interstate case-processing system, 
and the number of interstate child place-
ment cases that were processed outside the 
electronic interstate case-processing system, 
by each State in each year. 

‘‘(C) The progress made by States in imple-
menting the electronic interstate case-proc-
essing system. 

‘‘(D) How using the electronic interstate 
case-processing system has affected various 
metrics related to child safety and well- 
being, including the time it takes for chil-
dren to be placed across State lines. 

‘‘(E) How using the electronic interstate 
case-processing system has affected adminis-
trative costs and caseworker time spent on 
placing children across State lines. 

‘‘(6) DATA INTEGRATION.—The Secretary, in 
consultation with the Secretariat for the 
Interstate Compact on the Placement of 
Children and the States, shall assess how the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:36 Jun 21, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K20JN7.030 H20JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4964 June 20, 2017 
electronic interstate case-processing system 
developed pursuant to paragraph (4) could be 
used to better serve and protect children 
that come to the attention of the child wel-
fare system, by— 

‘‘(A) connecting the system with other 
data systems (such as systems operated by 
State law enforcement and judicial agencies, 
systems operated by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for the purposes of the Inno-
cence Lost National Initiative, and other 
systems); 

‘‘(B) simplifying and improving reporting 
related to paragraphs (34) and (35) of section 
471(a) regarding children or youth who have 
been identified as being a sex trafficking vic-
tim or children missing from foster care; and 

‘‘(C) improving the ability of States to 
quickly comply with background check re-
quirements of section 471(a)(20), including 
checks of child abuse and neglect registries 
as required by section 471(a)(20)(B).’’. 
SEC. 5. CONTINUATION OF DISCRETIONARY 

FUNDING TO PROMOTE SAFE AND 
STABLE FAMILIES. 

Section 437(a) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 629g(a)) is amended by striking 
‘‘2016’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 6. RESERVATION OF FUNDS TO IMPROVE 

THE INTERSTATE PLACEMENT OF 
CHILDREN. 

Section 437(b) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 629g(b)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(4) IMPROVING THE INTERSTATE PLACEMENT 
OF CHILDREN.—The Secretary shall reserve 
$5,000,000 of the amount made available for 
fiscal year 2018 for providing funding under 
subsection (g), and the amount so reserved 
shall remain available through fiscal year 
2022.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Indiana (Mrs. WALORSKI) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Indiana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2742, 
currently under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my bill, H.R. 2742, Modernizing the 
Interstate Placement of Children in 
Foster Care Act, which I introduced 
along with the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS), my friend. 

We know full well the importance of 
a stable home environment for a child’s 
development and success later in life. 
Unfortunately, we don’t live in an ideal 
world. We have seen too many in-
stances when abuse, neglect, physical 
or mental illness, addiction, incarcer-
ation, or death necessitates removing a 
child from their home. 

Right now, in my State of Indiana, 
there are more than 10,000 children in 
the foster care system than there were 
18 months ago. This is due in large part 
to the opioid epidemic that has swept 

across our country. Our child welfare 
system is under unprecedented strain. 

Yet, in spite of this great need for 
foster care and adoption, if a child 
needs to be placed in another State, 
caseworkers from both States must lit-
erally print and fill out hundreds of 
pages of paperwork and mail them 
back and forth. This cumbersome proc-
ess takes months, and just one missing 
page can set it back even further. 
These are precious months that an at- 
risk child is stuck in limbo, waiting for 
the certainty of a more permanent 
home. It is time to bring this process 
into the 21st century. 

Luckily, there is an effort underway 
already to do just that. In November 
2013, five States, including my home 
State of Indiana, and the District of 
Columbia, launched the National Elec-
tronic Interstate Compact Enterprise, 
or NEICE. This is a cloud-based elec-
tronic system that allows for the elec-
tronic exchange of data between 
States. It started as a pilot project, but 
the results have been crystal clear: 
placement wait times dropped by a 
month and a half, States spent less 
time and money on copying and mail-
ing, and caseworkers saved valuable 
time. 

NEICE is now effective in 16 States, 
including Mr. DAVIS’ home State of Il-
linois, but we can’t stop at 16. As it 
stands today, if a child in my district 
in South Bend, Indiana, needed to be 
placed with their grandparents just 11 
miles away in Niles, Michigan, the two 
States would have to undertake that 
arduous paperwork process because 
Michigan is not a part of NEICE yet. 
All States need to be a part of this sys-
tem in order to realize its full benefits. 

That is where the bill before us 
comes in. H.R. 2742 represents a very 
important investment in the future of 
at-risk youth. It requires States to join 
the NEICE system by October 1, 2027, 
and sets aside $5 million in existing 
Federal funds to facilitate States in 
joining or expanding their services 
under NEICE. 

That money doesn’t come without 
strings. States must apply for the 
funds and submit detailed plans. The 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices will have to submit periodic re-
ports to Congress so that we can mon-
itor progress as States join and ensure 
that this program continues to cut 
wait times for children and administra-
tive costs for States. 

In the 114th Congress, this legislation 
passed the House of Representatives, 
but, unfortunately, did not come up for 
a vote in the Senate. It is our hope 
that we can cross the finish line this 
year and help at-risk youth find their 
forever home more quickly. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for being 
a great partner in introducing this leg-
islation. I would like to thank Sen-
ators Young, Grassley, and Gillibrand 
for introducing companion legislation 
in the Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, finally, I enter into the 
RECORD a list of 17 organizations that 
wrote in support of H.R. 2742. 

1. American Academy of Adoption Attor-
neys/American Academy of Assisted Repro-
ductive Technology Attorneys 

2. American Academy of Pediatrics 
3. American Congress of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists 
4. American Public Human Services Asso-

ciation 
5. California County Welfare Directors As-

sociation 
6. Child Advocates, Indianapolis, IN 
7. Child Welfare League of America 
8. Children’s Home Society of America 
9. First Focus 
10. Generations United 
11. Indiana Department of Child Services 
12. March of Dimes 
13. National Association of Counties 
14. National Association of Pediatric Nurse 

Practitioners 
15. Partnership for Strong Families 
16. The Villages of Indiana 
17. Voice for Adoption 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this 
important bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I strongly support H.R. 2742, the Mod-
ernizing the Interstate Placement of 
Children in Foster Care Act. 

Cross-State placement of youth in 
foster care is particularly salient to 
children living with kinship caregivers. 
Given that my congressional district 
has one of the highest percentages of 
grandparent caregivers in the Nation, I 
am pleased to join with Congress-
woman WALORSKI in leading this im-
portant legislation. 

This bill helps reduce the barriers 
and delays that continue to exist when 
the best new home for a child is in a 
different State than the unsafe home 
the child had to leave. Removing bar-
riers that delay or prevent interstate 
child placement is a longtime bipar-
tisan goal within Congress. 

This bill addresses an important fac-
tor in those delays: the ability of State 
computer systems to link up to process 
the paperwork. The current paper- 
based system is antiquated and slow. 

As part of an HHS pilot project, 
seven States, and the District of Co-
lumbia, currently participate in the 
National Electronic Interstate Com-
pact Enterprise, or NEICE, an online 
tool that allows State office systems to 
talk to each other and process inter-
state placements more quickly. I am, 
indeed, proud that Illinois is one of 
those States. 

An early evaluation found that this 
system reduced waiting times for af-
fected children by about one-third. Ten 
of the States have already announced 
plans to join the exchange over the 
next 2 years. H.R. 2742 would accelerate 
the number of participating States in 
the short run and ensure that all 
States participate in the long run. The 
more States that join, the more it 
speeds up the process for everyone. 

The director of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Family Services 
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often emphasizes that we need to oper-
ate in ‘‘kid time’’ and not ‘‘adult 
time,’’ meaning that we need to recog-
nize the urgency of restoring perma-
nency for children in child welfare 
rather than allowing adult bureaucracy 
to impede permanency. 

Modernizing the technology to in-
crease efficiencies and quicken place-
ments is common sense and respects 
the urgency of finding permanent, lov-
ing homes for children. 

This is a good bill, and I thank Con-
gresswoman WALORSKI and her staff for 
their excellent work. Our States are 
joined together, so we join with this 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of the 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT), an 
outstanding legislator. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman, and I salute all of those 
who are here today offering the bills— 
this one, and the four other related 
bills—that are being considered; par-
ticularly, Mr. DAVIS, who now holds 
the position as ranking Democrat on 
the Human Resources Subcommittee, a 
job that I have held for the last several 
years; and Ms. BASS, who has so ably 
led our Foster Care Caucus. I think it 
is unfortunate that they are here; un-
fortunate because all of this business 
should have been resolved last year. 

All five of these modest bills would 
already be helping children today but 
for the way the so-called Family First 
Prevention Services Act was bungled 
last year. Each of these five bills were 
a part of it. But, unfortunately, fami-
lies, and particularly families caring 
for foster children, have not, and are 
still not, among the first priorities of 
this Congress. 

Of course, here in the House, there 
were many speeches. We had extensive 
hearings year after year concerning 
foster children and the horrors of child 
abuse. But speeches alone can’t do the 
job. 

There are also many people of good-
will who genuinely care about this fos-
ter care problem in both parties. Mrs. 
WALORSKI is certainly one of those in-
dividuals. 

But all of us encountered a big prob-
lem last year in the Ways and Means 
Committee when the Family First Pre-
vention Services Act came up. It was 
the same problem we faced in the last 
Congress when Senator WYDEN and I of-
fered a larger version of the same piece 
of legislation. 

The Ways and Means Committee ma-
jority leadership objects to adding a 
dime of additional revenue to accom-
pany our speeches. The majority re-
jected my recommendation for a tax 
compliance measure to simply require 
the reporting of alimony payments. If 
you get alimony, it is a form of in-

come, but there is no report required. 
This is not an increased tax. It is a way 
of avoiding tax evasion. And it would 
have raised the revenues necessary to 
fund the additional Family First pre-
vention services. 

When this bill reached the Senate, 
the House’s decision to reject that ap-
proach, or any other reasonable pay- 
for, was, instead, relying on what you 
could call basically a ‘‘rob Peter to pay 
Paul’’ approach by cutting funds in 
support of adoptions and shifting funds 
from one part of the foster care system 
to another part. That, unfortunately, 
became the excuse in the Senate to 
block the bill from being passed. I have 
to say that my home State of Texas, 
under Federal court order, to correct 
its many unconstitutional abuses in 
the foster care system, wrongfully led 
the way in blocking the Family First 
bill. 

As to the particular bills that we 
have up today, this one recognizes how 
mobile our society is and how much we 
need to be able to go across the coun-
try in addressing this problem. 

The earlier bill that we considered 
concerning children who age out of the 
foster system that Ms. BASS spon-
sored—really important—we heard 
time and again about the challenges 
that those children face when they are, 
essentially, dumped out on the street 
at age 18 or age 21, depending on which 
State they are in; and challenges par-
ticularly for young women who find 
themselves in that situation without 
adequate preparation or adult help. 

This bill that we considered ad-
dressed the primary problem of limited 
Federal investment in helping these 
vulnerable older youth prepare for 
independence. I don’t have any objec-
tion to it or to any of the bills that are 
being considered today. I object only to 
the ideological insistence of some in 
the majority that any additional rev-
enue from any source, no matter how 
reasonable, cannot be placed in a defi-
cient foster care system, which too 
many of our States will not fix. 

And today’s changes do not appear to 
add any actual new resources to foster 
care, and, indeed, they are likely to be 
overwhelmed by one cut after another 
that President Trump is proposing, 
particularly the Medicaid cuts that are 
being forced through this Congress, 
that are very important to foster 
youth and to all children. 

So in this Congress—so indifferent to 
the education and social service and 
health needs of children of all types 
across our country—perhaps only tak-
ing a little step is the best we can ex-
pect to meet the needs of the most vul-
nerable children in our society. 

But I think all of us must be com-
mitted to work together to find a day 
when we are willing to take truly 
meaningful action before, rather than 
after, children—more children—are 
needlessly lost. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. BASS). 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 2742, the Modernizing the 
Interstate Placement of Children in 
Foster Care Act. 

Children who cannot be safely re-
turned home deserve to be placed in 
the best setting possible for them, re-
gardless of the State where the setting 
is located; and no child should have to 
wait to move to that best setting be-
cause it is across the State line. 

b 1715 

Separation from a parent or long- 
term caregiver is always traumatic for 
a child. Even if relatives come forward 
right away, it may take months to get 
licensed, months in which the child 
may bond with the foster family. When 
the relative lives in another State, the 
licensing process can often take as long 
as 6 months, so that might mean 6 
months in foster care. Sometimes our 
well-intentioned efforts to protect chil-
dren actually do them more harm. 

H.R. 2742 provides States with re-
sources to automate this process so 
that social workers no longer have to 
photocopy documents and submit them 
on paper through a succession of of-
fices. 

Last year, the National Foster Youth 
Institute organized a listening tour in 
Representative VICKY HARTZLER’s dis-
trict; and during a meeting with child 
welfare professionals, they described 
the challenges they face when relatives 
are identified in different States and 
they are unable to quickly place the 
child with family and must keep the 
child in foster care. The judges, social 
workers, and families specifically re-
quested Members of Congress to change 
the law and asked the National Foster 
Youth Institute to please advocate for 
change. I look forward to commu-
nicating with Representative 
HARTZLER and her constituents about 
this legislation. 

I ask my colleagues to support the 
legislation sponsored by Representa-
tives WALORSKI and DAVIS, H.R. 2742. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further speakers, 
but I will say that my staff and I have 
been delightfully pleased to work with 
Representative WALORSKI and her staff 
in preparing this very commonsense, 
good legislation. I strongly support it 
and urge its passage. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to close with the 
words from someone on the ground liv-
ing this every day. Sharon Pierce is the 
president and CEO of The Villages of 
Indiana, the largest not-for-profit child 
and family services provider in my 
State and a supporter of H.R. 2742: 
‘‘The NEICE system is going to be in-
valuable in helping both the public and 
private sector child welfare agencies 
reduce considerably the length of time 
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a child needs to wait for a forever fam-
ily.’’ 

This isn’t just a good government 
bill, Mr. Speaker. Sure, we are reduc-
ing costs and paperwork and we can at-
tach all sorts of numbers and dollar 
figures to that, but the most important 
thing we are doing here is we are giv-
ing at-risk youth a more permanent 
home sooner. We are giving them hope 
sooner. We are giving them a chance to 
actually thrive sooner. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs. 
WALORSKI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2742. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PARTNERSHIP GRANTS TO 
STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AF-
FECTED BY PARENTAL SUB-
STANCE ABUSE ACT 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2834) to improve the well-being 
of, and improve permanency outcomes 
for, children and families affected by 
heroin, opioids, and other substance 
abuse, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2834 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Partnership 
Grants to Strengthen Families Affected by 
Parental Substance Abuse Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ENHANCEMENTS TO GRANTS TO IMPROVE 

WELL-BEING OF FAMILIES AF-
FECTED BY SUBSTANCE ABUSE. 

Section 437(f) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 629g(f)) is amended— 

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking 
‘‘INCREASE THE WELL-BEING OF, AND TO IM-
PROVE THE PERMANENCY OUTCOMES FOR, CHIL-
DREN AFFECTED BY’’ and inserting ‘‘IMPLE-
MENT IV–E PREVENTION SERVICES, AND IM-
PROVE THE WELL-BEING OF, AND IMPROVE PER-
MANENCY OUTCOMES FOR, CHILDREN AND FAMI-
LIES AFFECTED BY HEROIN, OPIOIDS, AND 
OTHER’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP DEFINED.—In 
this subsection, the term ‘regional partner-
ship’ means a collaborative agreement 
(which may be established on an interstate, 
State, or intrastate basis) entered into by 
the following: 

‘‘(A) MANDATORY PARTNERS FOR ALL PART-
NERSHIP GRANTS.— 

‘‘(i) The State child welfare agency that is 
responsible for the administration of the 
State plan under this part and part E. 

‘‘(ii) The State agency responsible for ad-
ministering the substance abuse prevention 
and treatment block grant provided under 
subpart II of part B of title XIX of the Public 
Health Service Act. 

‘‘(B) MANDATORY PARTNERS FOR PARTNER-
SHIP GRANTS PROPOSING TO SERVE CHILDREN IN 

OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENTS.—If the partner-
ship proposes to serve children in out-of- 
home placements, the Juvenile Court or Ad-
ministrative Office of the Court that is most 
appropriate to oversee the administration of 
court programs in the region to address the 
population of families who come to the at-
tention of the court due to child abuse or ne-
glect. 

‘‘(C) OPTIONAL PARTNERS.—At the option of 
the partnership, any of the following: 

‘‘(i) An Indian tribe or tribal consortium. 
‘‘(ii) Nonprofit child welfare service pro-

viders. 
‘‘(iii) For-profit child welfare service pro-

viders. 
‘‘(iv) Community health service providers, 

including substance abuse treatment pro-
viders. 

‘‘(v) Community mental health providers. 
‘‘(vi) Local law enforcement agencies. 
‘‘(vii) School personnel. 
‘‘(viii) Tribal child welfare agencies (or a 

consortia of the agencies). 
‘‘(ix) Any other providers, agencies, per-

sonnel, officials, or entities that are related 
to the provision of child and family services 
under a State plan approved under this sub-
part. 

‘‘(D) EXCEPTION FOR REGIONAL PARTNER-
SHIPS WHERE THE LEAD APPLICANT IS AN IN-
DIAN TRIBE OR TRIBAL CONSORTIA.—If an In-
dian tribe or tribal consortium enters into a 
regional partnership for purposes of this sub-
section, the Indian tribe or tribal consor-
tium— 

‘‘(i) may (but is not required to) include 
the State child welfare agency as a partner 
in the collaborative agreement; 

‘‘(ii) may not enter into a collaborative 
agreement only with tribal child welfare 
agencies (or a consortium of the agencies); 
and 

‘‘(iii) if the condition described in para-
graph (2)(B) applies, may include tribal court 
organizations in lieu of other judicial part-
ners.’’; 

(3) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking 

‘‘$500,000 and not more than $1,000,000’’ and 
inserting ‘‘$250,000 and not more than 
$1,000,000’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) in the subparagraph heading, by insert-

ing ‘‘; PLANNING’’ after ‘‘APPROVAL’’; 
(ii) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘clause (ii)’’ 

and inserting ‘‘clauses (ii) and (iii)’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iii) SUFFICIENT PLANNING.—A grant 

awarded under this subsection shall be dis-
bursed in two phases: a planning phase (not 
to exceed 2 years) and an implementation 
phase. The total disbursement to a grantee 
for the planning phase may not exceed 
$250,000, and may not exceed the total antici-
pated funding for the implementation 
phase.’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) LIMITATION ON PAYMENT FOR A FISCAL 

YEAR.—No payment shall be made under sub-
paragraph (A) or (C) for a fiscal year until 
the Secretary determines that the eligible 
partnership has made sufficient progress in 
meeting the goals of the grant and that the 
members of the eligible partnership are co-
ordinating to a reasonable degree with the 
other members of the eligible partnership.’’; 

(4) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, parents, and 

families’’ after ‘‘children’’; 
(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘safety and 

permanence for such children; and’’ and in-
serting ‘‘safe, permanent caregiving rela-
tionships for the children;’’; 

(iii) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘or’’ and in-
serting ‘‘increase reunification rates for chil-

dren who have been placed in out-of-home 
care, or decrease’’; and 

(iv) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(v) and inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(iii) improve the substance abuse treat-
ment outcomes for parents including reten-
tion in treatment and successful completion 
of treatment; 

‘‘(iv) facilitate the implementation, deliv-
ery, and effectiveness of prevention services 
and programs under section 471(e); and’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking 
‘‘where appropriate,’’; and 

(C) by striking subparagraphs (E) and (F) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(E) A description of a plan for sustaining 
the services provided by or activities funded 
under the grant after the conclusion of the 
grant period, including through the use of 
prevention services and programs under sec-
tion 471(e) and other funds provided to the 
State for child welfare and substance abuse 
prevention and treatment services. 

‘‘(F) Additional information needed by the 
Secretary to determine that the proposed ac-
tivities and implementation will be con-
sistent with research or evaluations showing 
which practices and approaches are most ef-
fective.’’; 

(5) in paragraph (5)(A), by striking ‘‘abuse 
treatment’’ and inserting ‘‘use disorder 
treatment including medication assisted 
treatment and in-home substance abuse dis-
order treatment and recovery’’; 

(6) in paragraph (7)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub-

paragraph (C); and 
(B) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as 

subparagraph (E) and inserting after sub-
paragraph (C) the following: 

‘‘(D) demonstrate a track record of suc-
cessful collaboration among child welfare, 
substance abuse disorder treatment and 
mental health agencies; and’’; 

(7) in paragraph (8)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘establish indicators that 

will be’’ and inserting ‘‘review indicators 
that are’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘in using funds made avail-
able under such grants to achieve the pur-
pose of this subsection’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
establish a set of core indicators related to 
child safety, parental recovery, parenting ca-
pacity, and family well-being. In developing 
the core indicators, to the extent possible, 
indicators shall be made consistent with the 
outcome measures described in section 
471(e)(6)’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘base the performance measures on 
lessons learned from prior rounds of regional 
partnership grants under this subsection, 
and’’ before ‘‘consult’’; and 

(ii) by striking clauses (iii) and (iv) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(iii) Other stakeholders or constituencies 
as determined by the Secretary.’’; and 

(8) in paragraph (9)(A), by striking clause 
(i) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(i) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than 
September 30 of each fiscal year in which a 
recipient of a grant under this subsection is 
paid funds under the grant, and every 6 
months thereafter, the grant recipient shall 
submit to the Secretary a report on the serv-
ices provided and activities carried out dur-
ing the reporting period, progress made in 
achieving the goals of the program, the num-
ber of children, adults, and families receiv-
ing services, and such additional information 
as the Secretary determines is necessary. 
The report due not later than September 30 
of the last such fiscal year shall include, at 
a minimum, data on each of the performance 
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indicators included in the evaluation of the 
regional partnership.’’. 
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), 
the amendments made by this Act shall take 
effect on October 1, 2017. 

(b) TRANSITION RULE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a State plan 

under part B of title IV of the Social Secu-
rity Act which the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services determines requires State 
legislation (other than legislation appro-
priating funds) in order for the plan to meet 
the additional requirements imposed by the 
amendments made by this Act, the State 
plan shall not be regarded as failing to com-
ply with the requirements of such part solely 
on the basis of the failure of the plan to meet 
such additional requirements before the first 
day of the first calendar quarter beginning 
after the close of the first regular session of 
the State legislature that begins after the 
date of enactment of this Act. For purposes 
of the previous sentence, in the case of a 
State that has a 2-year legislative session, 
each year of the session shall be deemed to 
be a separate regular session of the State 
legislature. 

(2) APPLICATION TO PROGRAMS OPERATED BY 
INDIAN TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS.—In the case of 
an Indian tribe, tribal organization, or tribal 
consortium which the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services determines requires 
time to take action necessary to comply 
with the additional requirements imposed by 
the amendments made by this Act (whether 
the tribe, organization, or tribal consortium 
has a plan under section 479B of the Social 
Security Act or a cooperative agreement or 
contract entered into with a State), the Sec-
retary shall provide the tribe, organization, 
or tribal consortium with such additional 
time as the Secretary determines is nec-
essary for the tribe, organization, or tribal 
consortium to take the action to comply 
with the additional requirements before 
being regarded as failing to comply with the 
requirements. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
South Dakota (Mrs. NOEM) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from South Dakota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2834, 
currently under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from South Dakota? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of the Partnership Grants to Strength-
en Families Affected by Parental Sub-
stance Abuse Act. I applaud Mr. DAVIS 
for all of the excellent work he has 
done on this issue. 

Most substantiated child abuse and 
neglect cases involve substance abuse 
by a parent or a guardian. This is 
something we are seeing all too often 
in places like my home State of South 
Dakota. Substance abuse, especially al-
cohol and meth, result in far too many 
instances of child abuse, domestic 
abuse, and other kinds of violent crime 
and behavior. 

Historically, a lack of coordination 
and collaboration has hindered the 
ability of those working in the fields of 
child welfare and substance abuse, and 
even the courts, from fully supporting 
families in substance abuse crisis. 

Families involved with child welfare 
have complex needs. No two cases are 
alike. It is for this reason that improv-
ing outcomes for parents and children 
require a coordinated effort among all 
systems. 

This bill strengthens the Regional 
Partnership Grants program, which 
provides funding to State and regional 
grantees seeking to provide evidence- 
based services to prevent child abuse 
and neglect related to substance abuse. 
Most importantly, this bill updates the 
RPG program to specifically address 
the opioid and heroin epidemics. 

By ensuring better coordination, this 
bill will also encourage States to ad-
dress the well-being of the family as a 
whole, using evidence-based approaches 
to help parents and children at the 
same time, so many children can stay 
safely at home with their families. 

Finally, this bill is noncontroversial 
and it is bipartisan. Provisions in this 
bill were contained in the Family First 
Prevention Services Act last Congress, 
which passed the House by a voice 
vote. The Family First Act, as you re-
call, was supported by over 500 State 
and local organizations representing a 
wide range of practitioners and advo-
cacy organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to stand with Mr. DAVIS in sup-
porting this bill today. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I strongly support H.R. 2834, the 
Partnership Grants to Strengthen 
Families Affected by Parental Sub-
stance Abuse Act. 

I am pleased to join with Congress-
woman NOEM in leading this bill to 
strengthen families by addressing pa-
rental substance abuse and decreasing 
the number of children entering foster 
care. Our bill is common sense. It takes 
the research lessons from the smaller 
scale Regional Partnership Grants and 
expands those efforts to the State 
level. 

We know that substance abuse 
underlies a substantial percentage of 
child welfare cases, affecting between 
one-third to two-thirds of children in 
care. Aside from neglect, alcohol or 
other drug use is the number one rea-
son for removal from the home. In 2014, 
over 77,000 youths were removed from 
their homes due to drug abuse. 

What is exciting is that we have 
strong empirical evidence that working 
with parents experiencing substance 
abuse significantly helps children and 
families; specifically, working with 
these families helps children to experi-
ence fewer days in foster care, higher 
reunification rates, less recurrence of 
child maltreatment, and better perma-
nency over time. 

H.R. 2834 provides the opportunity to 
scale up these successes from smaller, 
targeted interventions into full State 
interventions, while building the re-
search to better inform Federal policy 
overall. 

My home State of Illinois has led the 
Nation in addressing substance abuse 
issues in child welfare. We know that 
we need to do more to address this 
problem, but we know what works and 
we know we can work bipartisanly to 
support families in addressing sub-
stance abuse so that we can increase 
permanency and safety. 

When I ask foster youth what policy-
makers could do to make child welfare 
better, they almost always say: ‘‘You 
could have helped my mom and dad.’’ 
That is what we do today. 

I urge passage of this important leg-
islation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California, (Ms. BASS). 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 2834, the Partnership 
Grants to Strengthen Families Af-
fected by Parental Substance Abuse 
Act. 

This piece of legislation is responsive 
to countless pleas of youth and fami-
lies seeking necessary assistance and 
support without fracturing critical 
family bonds and relationships. 

The majority of children who are re-
moved from home are actually re-
moved for neglect and not physical or 
sexual abuse. Over 60 percent of chil-
dren are removed for neglect, and ne-
glect is secondary to substance abuse, 
mental health issues, and abject pov-
erty. 

In the 1990s, when the crack cocaine 
epidemic hit, we didn’t understand 
much about addiction, and so we were 
angry. We punished the mothers. We 
imprisoned the mothers. We took the 
children away, and we didn’t realize 
that actually not addressing the under-
lying substance abuse issue would real-
ly be more harmful to the children 
than removing them and putting them 
into foster care. 

Now that we are experiencing an-
other epidemic related to drugs, both 
with meth and with heroin, at least our 
knowledge base has grown a lot. We 
have drug courts. We have evidence- 
based treatments. We have a lot of 
ways that we can address families. 

One of the things that we have 
learned is that, if you can put the en-
tire family in treatment, then, that 
way, one, the parents are not separated 
from their children, the children can 
get help, and the parents can get help 
as well. 

What often happens if you remove 
the child from the parent is that you 
set the parent up to relapse or to never 
actually go into treatment because 
they will cycle into depression, and 
they will continue their cycle of addic-
tion. 
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We have had many children who ac-

tually wound up growing up in foster 
care because their parents were re-
moved ask us, why didn’t we help the 
family, why didn’t we help their par-
ents. Sadly, what has happened to 
many of these children, when they 
grow up, they continue the same cycle 
of going into depression, winding up in 
addiction. 

Over the years, the National Foster 
Youth Institute in conjunction with 
the Congressional Caucus on Foster 
Youth have organized many different 
delegations and trips around the coun-
try looking at the different foster care 
systems. Our very first listening tour 
was in Los Angeles, and we visited a 
program called SHIELDS for Families. 

SHIELDS for Families is a very large 
drug treatment program that has func-
tioned for over 20 years by keeping the 
entire family together, and some of 
these families can remain in residen-
tial care for as long as a year. They 
have been able to reduce the number of 
children who were removed and go into 
the foster care system because they 
provide treatment for the family as a 
whole. 

This bill would modify the award cri-
teria for Health and Human Services to 
consider whether a partnership has a 
track record of selective collaboration 
among child welfare, substance abuse 
disorder treatment, and mental health 
agencies. Simply put, this bill is de-
signed to keep families together. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
2834. 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, over a decade of re-
search shows the successes of helping 
families involved in the child welfare 
system who struggle with substance 
abuse. Through this research, we know 
that there are seven common ingredi-
ents that help improve families’ out-
comes: a system of identifying fami-
lies, earlier access to assessment and 
treatment services, increased manage-
ment of recovery services and compli-
ance, increased judicial oversight, re-
sponses to participant behavior based 
on proven contingency management 
approaches, collaborative approaches 
across service systems and courts, and 
improved family-centered services and 
repair of parent-child relationships. 

b 1730 

Again, Mr. Speaker, it has been a 
pleasure for my staff and I to have the 
opportunity to work with Mrs. NOEM 
and her staff in preparing this legisla-
tion. 

And I might note that on Saturday of 
this past week, a group of us in Illinois 
took two busloads of children to a spe-
cial program run by the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections at the Sheri-
dan Correctional Center to see their fa-
thers, who were all involved in a spe-
cial program established for individ-

uals who were incarcerated for crimes 
dealing with substance and who, them-
selves, were substance users. This expe-
rience was so exciting in terms of these 
individuals finding help, and their chil-
dren being able to interact with them, 
even though they were incarcerated. 

So someone asked me what was I 
going to do for Father’s Day, and I told 
them after we returned that I have had 
my Father’s Day experience. If we can 
help these individuals to rid them-
selves of the tremendous habits and 
difficulty that they have of substance 
use, then Father’s Day would be good 
enough. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from South Dakota (Mrs. 
NOEM), and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I, again, want to ap-
plaud Mr. DAVIS for all of his work on 
this issue. I know he is passionate and 
has a big heart for our children, espe-
cially those that are in difficult situa-
tions such as we are discussing today. 

This bill will help us protect the fun-
damental element of our society, and 
that is the family. It will keep families 
together. It will empower courts and 
child welfare workers to coordinate for 
the good of children, and I am proud to 
support this bill. 

I ask for the support of this legisla-
tion that is before us, Mr. Speaker, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLLINGSWORTH). The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentlewoman 
from South Dakota (Mrs. NOEM) that 
the House suspend the rules and pass 
the bill, H.R. 2834, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING FAMILIES IN SUB-
STANCE ABUSE TREATMENT ACT 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2857) to support foster care main-
tenance payments for children with 
parents in a licensed residential fam-
ily-based treatment facility for sub-
stance abuse, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2857 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Supporting 
Families in Substance Abuse Treatment 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FOSTER CARE MAINTENANCE PAYMENTS 

FOR CHILDREN WITH PARENTS IN A 
LICENSED RESIDENTIAL FAMILY- 
BASED TREATMENT FACILITY FOR 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 472 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 672) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)(C), by striking ‘‘or’’ 
and inserting ‘‘, with a parent residing in a 

licensed residential family-based treatment 
facility, but only to the extent permitted 
under subsection (j), or in a’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(j) CHILDREN PLACED WITH A PARENT RE-

SIDING IN A LICENSED RESIDENTIAL FAMILY- 
BASED TREATMENT FACILITY FOR SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the pre-
ceding provisions of this section, a child who 
is eligible for foster care maintenance pay-
ments under this section shall be eligible for 
the payments for a period of not more than 
12 months during which the child is placed 
with a parent who is in a licensed residential 
family-based treatment facility for sub-
stance abuse, but only if— 

‘‘(A) the recommendation for the place-
ment is specified in the child’s case plan be-
fore the placement; 

‘‘(B) the treatment facility provides, as 
part of the treatment for substance abuse, 
parenting skills training, parent education, 
and individual and family counseling; and 

‘‘(C) the substance abuse treatment, par-
enting skills training, parent education, and 
individual and family counseling is provided 
under an organizational structure and treat-
ment framework that involves under-
standing, recognizing, and responding to the 
effects of all types of trauma and in accord-
ance with recognized principles of a trauma- 
informed approach and trauma-specific 
interventions to address the consequences of 
trauma and facilitate healing. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—The amount the 
State may receive under section 474(a)(1) for 
a child placed with a parent who is in a li-
censed residential family-based treatment 
facility for substance abuse shall not exceed 
the amount the State would otherwise be eli-
gible to receive under such section based on 
where the child would be appropriately 
placed in a setting described in section 
472(a)(2)(C) if such treatment setting were 
not available. 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION.—With respect to chil-
dren for whom foster care maintenance pay-
ments are made under paragraph (1), only 
the children who satisfy the requirements of 
paragraphs (1)(B) and (3) of subsection (a) 
shall be considered to be children with re-
spect to whom foster care maintenance pay-
ments are made under this section for pur-
poses of subsection (h) or section 
473(b)(3)(B).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
474(a)(1) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 674(a)(1)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘subject to section 
472(j),’’ before ‘‘an amount equal to the Fed-
eral’’ the first place it appears. 
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(a) EFFECTIVE DATES.—Subject to sub-
section (b), the amendments made by this 
Act shall take effect on October 1, 2017. 

(b) TRANSITION RULE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a State plan 

under part E of title IV of the Social Secu-
rity Act which the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services determines requires State 
legislation (other than legislation appro-
priating funds) in order for the plan to meet 
the additional requirements imposed by the 
amendments made by this Act, the State 
plan shall not be regarded as failing to com-
ply with the requirements of such part solely 
on the basis of the failure of the plan to meet 
such additional requirements before the first 
day of the first calendar quarter beginning 
after the close of the first regular session of 
the State legislature that begins after the 
date of enactment of this Act. For purposes 
of the previous sentence, in the case of a 
State that has a 2-year legislative session, 
each year of the session shall be deemed to 
be a separate regular session of the State 
legislature. 
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(2) APPLICATION TO PROGRAMS OPERATED BY 

INDIAN TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS.—In the case of 
an Indian tribe, tribal organization, or tribal 
consortium which the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services determines requires 
time to take action necessary to comply 
with the additional requirements imposed by 
the amendments made by this Act (whether 
the tribe, organization, or tribal consortium 
has a plan under section 479B of the Social 
Security Act or a cooperative agreement or 
contract entered into with a State), the Sec-
retary shall provide the tribe, organization, 
or tribal consortium with such additional 
time as the Secretary determines is nec-
essary for the tribe, organization, or tribal 
consortium to take the action to comply 
with the additional requirements before 
being regarded as failing to comply with the 
requirements. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
South Dakota (Mrs. NOEM) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from South Dakota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2857, 
currently under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from South Dakota? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of my bill, the Supporting Families in 
Substance Abuse Treatment Act, which 
I have cosponsored with my colleague, 
Ms. JUDY CHU from California. 

Across the country, opioid abuse has 
reached epidemic proportions. In my 
home State of South Dakota, drug use 
tears families apart. It results in gang 
activity, domestic abuse, and other 
kinds of violence, including many of 
our Native American communities 
throughout the State. 

Congress has worked to provide first 
responders and healthcare providers 
with tools they need to address this 
crisis, but we need to do more. We need 
to do more to ensure the stability of 
families affected by these terrible 
drugs. 

The Supporting Families in Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment Act provides 
much-needed support to families fight-
ing to endure through substance abuse. 
The bill permits Federal foster care 
payments for children in foster care 
who are placed with a parent in a li-
censed residential family-based treat-
ment facility for a period of up to 12 
months. 

Programs that address parental sub-
stance abuse by housing families to-
gether have been found to be highly ef-
fective in supporting parent-child 
bonding and reducing substance abuse 
relapses. Unfortunately, these pro-
grams aren’t utilized to their fullest 
extent. 

This bill ensures that States incur 
little to no additional cost if a child is 

safely placed with a parent in a family 
substance abuse treatment program, 
rather than separating the child from 
their parent and placing the parent in 
an individual program. 

I would remind my colleagues that 
provisions in this bill were included in 
the Family First Prevention Services 
Act of 2016, which passed the House by 
voice vote and received support from 
over 500 different State and local 
groups representing a wide range of 
practitioners and advocacy organiza-
tions. I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support H.R. 
2857, the Supporting Families in Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment Act. 

Substance abuse has had a dev-
astating impact on families in the U.S. 
Between 60 to 80 percent of substan-
tiated child abuse and neglect cases in-
volve substance use by a custodial par-
ent or guardian. 

Early access to substance use treat-
ment improves parental, family, and 
child-focused outcomes. However, 
treatment access can come at the cost 
of removing a child from their parents’ 
care. This separation disrupts opportu-
nities for mothers and children to de-
velop emotional bonds, increasing the 
likelihood of childhood emotional and 
behavior problems. 

Although research shows that keep-
ing children in a parent’s care while 
they seek treatment has benefits to the 
parent and the child, access to parent- 
child treatment centers have been lim-
ited. To address this concern, a signifi-
cant number of programs in Illinois 
and nationally have led the way in 
family substance abuse treatment. 

One example in my congressional dis-
trict is the Haymarket Center, with a 
16-bed pregnant and postpartum pro-
gram that allows patients to bring up 
to two children with them. Using evi-
dence-based practices for trauma, fam-
ily reunification and children’s devel-
opment, the Haymarket Center has 
demonstrated significant positive out-
comes through an independent evalua-
tion. 

For example, women experienced sig-
nificant declines in substance use at 
both 3- and 6-month follow-ups; im-
provements in mental and physical 
health; less victimization, homeless-
ness and criminal activity; increased 
safe and healthy pregnancies, and im-
proved birth outcomes. 

In addition, the Haymarket Center 
has expanded its residential treatment 
center services to include a responsible 
fatherhood program, which they docu-
ment as playing a crucial part in 
achieving strong outcomes. 

Another example is on what we in 
Chicago call the South Side of Chicago 
and the West Side of Chicago and the 
North Side of Chicago and the East 
Side of Chicago, but on the South Side 

of Chicago, the Harriet Tubman Pro-
gram, which is a 16-bed facility that 
can accommodate up to 10 children 
under the age of 5. Women who partici-
pate in these programs remain in the 
program longer and have lower rates of 
recidivism. 

There is also The Women’s Treat-
ment Center on the West Side. This 
center has a pregnant and postpartum 
women’s program for up to 12 women 
and up to 12 children, as well as a resi-
dential rehab for up to 14 women and 
up to 23 children. All of these programs 
provide real assistance to strengthen 
real families. 

H.R. 2857 is common sense. These 
family-based treatment programs have 
demonstrated success, lower relapse 
rates, decreased attachment trauma 
for children, and they build families 
and health. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the passage of this bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, having no 
other speakers, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 4 min-
utes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. JUDY CHU), who is a sponsor 
of this legislation. 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 2857, the Sup-
porting Families in Substance Abuse 
Treatment Act. I am pleased to cospon-
sor this bipartisan bill with Congress-
woman KRISTI NOEM. This important 
legislation would encourage States to 
prioritize keeping families together 
when a parent is receiving substance 
abuse treatment. 

Under current law, States cannot re-
ceive Federal reimbursement if they 
choose to place both a parent and child 
in a family substance abuse treatment 
program. However, if that child is sepa-
rated from their parent and placed 
with a foster family, the State can re-
ceive a match in Federal funding of 50 
percent or more. This discrepancy ef-
fectively creates an incentive to sepa-
rate children from their parents when 
one is receiving substance abuse treat-
ment. 

However, studies have shown that 
keeping children in the care of their 
parents while they seek treatment can 
increase family bonding, child attach-
ment, and family functioning, all while 
minimizing the trauma of separation 
for children. 

Today, solutions to parental drug 
abuse that prioritize the family are in-
creasingly necessary as the opioid epi-
demic continues to place unprece-
dented strains on our communities. Ac-
cording to one estimate, drug 
overdoses may now be the leading 
cause of death among Americans under 
the age of 50. And as more parents re-
quire substance abuse treatment, more 
children are placed into foster care. In 
fact, studies found that between one- 
third and two-thirds of children enter 
foster care at least partly because of 
parental substance abuse. 
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Now, we know that foster care does 

wonders for many children every day, 
but it may not be the best match for 
every child, and the decision should 
not come down to cost. 

In my district of Los Angeles, for in-
stance, we have a program called the 
Exodus program, where formerly home-
less families live in an on-site apart-
ment complex and receive comprehen-
sive services, including substance 
abuse treatment, counseling, child de-
velopment, and family reunification 
services. Over the last 7 years, more 
than 80 percent of enrolled families 
have completed the program, and 95 
percent have been able to keep their 
families together. 

Even though we know that parent- 
child substance abuse models like Exo-
dus have shown promising results, cur-
rent law does not financially 
incentivize States to utilize these pro-
grams where they are available. 

The Supporting Families in Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment Act would ad-
dress this problem by ensuring that if 
parents and children are placed in 
these programs and stay together, the 
State can receive the full Federal 
match for the child’s living costs. 
States would retain full authority to 
decide which placement is best, but 
that consideration will now be based on 
what is best for the child, not what is 
most affordable for the State. 

States should be given the option to 
use family-based treatment options 
without risking the loss of Federal fos-
ter care reimbursement. I urge my col-
leagues to consider our Nation’s fami-
lies and how this legislation may im-
pact those with heads of household who 
are struggling with addiction. We can 
heal them without creating new trau-
ma or pain for their children. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 2857. 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, having no 
other speakers, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. BASS). 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 2857, to support fos-
ter care maintenance payments for 
children with parents in a licensed resi-
dential facility. 

Last month, when the National Fos-
ter Youth Institute sponsored Foster 
Youth Shadow Day, several of the 
youth, in a townhall meeting that we 
had, described their parents’ challenges 
with substance abuse. One young lady 
said that both of her parents were ad-
dicted to heroin, and that she was 
taken into court and, in front of her, 
the judge said to her parents: ‘‘If you 
don’t clean up, we’re going to take 
your children away.’’ 
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After she left court, she was taken 
away. She was removed from her par-
ents. Ultimately, her parents contin-
ued to use, and, sadly, both of them 
died. This young woman grew up feel-

ing guilty and feeling that part of the 
reason why her parents passed away 
was because she was used as leverage, 
and that if her parents had been kept 
together in drug treatment along with 
her maybe she wouldn’t be an orphan 
today and her parents would have lived 
and she wouldn’t have had to grow up 
in foster care. H.R. 2857 will allow pro-
grams like SHIELDS for Families that 
does address parental substance abuse 
and keeps families together to have the 
resources to expand their programs. 

Today, we heard five bills that ad-
dressed challenges in the child welfare 
system. We know that there is a lot 
more that needs to be done, but today 
we passed bills addressing substance 
abuse, relative caregivers, we identi-
fied and addressed barriers to place-
ment, and I am hoping that one next 
step we could take would be to extend 
the kinship navigator programs so that 
organizations like Community Coali-
tion can continue to provide support to 
relatives and expand their Kinship in 
Action program. 

As we improve various parts of the 
system, at some point we need to ad-
dress the structural problem with how 
the system is financed. Right now, we 
have to remove a child and break up a 
family in order to have the resources 
to help the child. We know much more 
now. We know what leads a parent to 
neglect the child: substance abuse, 
mental health issues, poverty. We need 
to continue to reform the system and 
provide the resources to prevent a cri-
sis. When problems are identified, why 
should we wait for the neglect to 
occur? 

Once again, I want to thank Chair-
man BRADY, Ranking Member NEAL, 
and all of the sponsors of the legisla-
tion today, and I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 2857. 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

I want to commend Representative 
NOEM and all of the cosponsors of this 
important bill. These are programs 
that have been proven to work. They 
are what are called evidence based, 
where the research demonstrates that, 
with them, individuals have been able 
to improve the quality of not only 
their lives, but certainly the lives of 
their children and the lives of everyone 
with whom they come into contact. 

I agree that today has been a tremen-
dous day for the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and also a tremendous day for 
the people of the United States of 
America, where we have come together 
with five bills that will be passed at 
the end of the day dealing with the 
needs, hopes, and aspirations of our 
vulnerable population of children. You 
really can’t have a better day than 
that. 

And so again, I commend Chairman 
BRADY, Ranking Member NEAL, and all 
of the Members for their participation, 
engagement, and involvement. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, today I want to thank 
all of my colleagues for working with 
me on this legislation and collabo-
rating on the Supporting Families in 
Substance Abuse Treatment Act that 
is before us today. 

This is a critical step in addressing 
the needs that we have in our commu-
nities with the urgent opioid and meth-
amphetamine crisis in our country 
while protecting the foundation of our 
society, which is the family. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the support of 
this legislation that is before us today, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from South Dakota 
(Mrs. NOEM) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2857, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

WOMEN, PEACE, AND SECURITY 
ACT OF 2017 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 2484) to ensure that 
the United States promotes the mean-
ingful participation of women in medi-
ation and negotiation processes seek-
ing to prevent, mitigate, or resolve vio-
lent conflict. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2484 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Women, 
Peace, and Security Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Around the world, women remain 

underrepresented in conflict prevention, con-
flict resolution, and post-conflict peace 
building efforts. 

(2) Women in conflict-affected regions have 
achieved significant success in— 

(A) moderating violent extremism; 
(B) countering terrorism; 
(C) resolving disputes through nonviolent 

mediation and negotiation; and 
(D) stabilizing societies by enhancing the 

effectiveness of security services, peace-
keeping efforts, institutions, and decision- 
making processes. 

(3) Research suggests that peace negotia-
tions are more likely to succeed and to re-
sult in durable peace agreements when 
women participate in the peace process. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the meaningful participation of women 

in conflict prevention and conflict resolution 
processes helps to promote more inclusive 
and democratic societies and is critical to 
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the long-term stability of countries and re-
gions; 

(2) the political participation, and leader-
ship of women in fragile environments, par-
ticularly during democratic transitions, is 
critical to sustaining lasting democratic in-
stitutions; and 

(3) the United States should be a global 
leader in promoting the meaningful partici-
pation of women in conflict prevention, man-
agement, and resolution, and post-conflict 
relief and recovery efforts. 
SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It shall be the policy of the United States 
to promote the meaningful participation of 
women in all aspects of overseas conflict pre-
vention, management, and resolution, and 
post-conflict relief and recovery efforts, rein-
forced through diplomatic efforts and pro-
grams that— 

(1) integrate the perspectives and interests 
of affected women into conflict-prevention 
activities and strategies; 

(2) encourage partner governments to 
adopt plans to improve the meaningful par-
ticipation of women in peace and security 
processes and decision-making institutions; 

(3) promote the physical safety, economic 
security, and dignity of women and girls; 

(4) support the equal access of women to 
aid distribution mechanisms and services; 

(5) collect and analyze gender data for the 
purpose of developing and enhancing early 
warning systems of conflict and violence; 

(6) adjust policies and programs to improve 
outcomes in gender equality and the em-
powerment of women; and 

(7) monitor, analyze, and evaluate the ef-
forts related to each strategy submitted 
under section 5 and the impact of such ef-
forts. 
SEC. 5. UNITED STATES STRATEGY TO PROMOTE 

THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN 
CONFLICT PREVENTION AND PEACE 
BUILDING. 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and again four years thereafter, the Presi-
dent, in consultation with the heads of the 
relevant Federal departments and agencies, 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and make publicly avail-
able a single government-wide strategy, to 
be known as the Women, Peace, and Security 
Strategy, that provides a detailed descrip-
tion of how the United States intends to ful-
fill the policy objectives in section 4. The 
strategy shall— 

(1) support and be aligned with plans devel-
oped by other countries to improve the 
meaningful participation of women in peace 
and security processes, conflict prevention, 
peace building, transitional processes, and 
decision-making institutions; and 

(2) include specific and measurable goals, 
benchmarks, performance metrics, time-
tables, and monitoring and evaluation plans 
to ensure the accountability and effective-
ness of all policies and initiatives carried out 
under the strategy. 

(b) SPECIFIC PLANS FOR DEPARTMENTS AND 
AGENCIES.—Each strategy under subsection 
(a) shall include a specific implementation 
plan from each of the relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies that describes— 

(1) the anticipated contributions of the de-
partment or agency, including technical, fi-
nancial, and in-kind contributions, to imple-
ment the strategy; and 

(2) the efforts of the department or agency 
to ensure that the policies and initiatives 
carried out pursuant to the strategy are de-
signed to achieve maximum impact and 
long-term sustainability. 

(c) COORDINATION.—The President should 
promote the meaningful participation of 
women in conflict prevention, in coordina-
tion and consultation with international 

partners, including, as appropriate, multilat-
eral organizations, stakeholders, and other 
relevant international organizations, par-
ticularly in situations in which the direct 
engagement of the United States Govern-
ment is not appropriate or advisable. 

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the President, in imple-
menting each strategy submitted under sub-
section (a), should— 

(1) provide technical assistance, training, 
and logistical support to female negotiators, 
mediators, peace builders, and stakeholders; 

(2) address security-related barriers to the 
meaningful participation of women; 

(3) encourage increased participation of 
women in existing programs funded by the 
United States Government that provide 
training to foreign nationals regarding law 
enforcement, the rule of law, or professional 
military education; 

(4) support appropriate local organizations, 
especially women’s peace building organiza-
tions; 

(5) support the training, education, and 
mobilization of men and boys as partners in 
support of the meaningful participation of 
women; 

(6) encourage the development of transi-
tional justice and accountability mecha-
nisms that are inclusive of the experiences 
and perspectives of women and girls; 

(7) expand and apply gender analysis, as 
appropriate, to improve program design and 
targeting; and 

(8) conduct assessments that include the 
perspectives of women regarding new initia-
tives in support of peace negotiations, tran-
sitional justice and accountability, efforts to 
counter violent extremism, or security sec-
tor reform. 
SEC. 6. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS REGARDING 

THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN 
CONFLICT PREVENTION AND PEACE 
BUILDING. 

(a) FOREIGN SERVICE.—The Secretary of 
State, in conjunction with the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, shall ensure that all 
appropriate personnel (including special en-
voys, members of mediation or negotiation 
teams, relevant members of the civil service 
or Foreign Service, and contractors) respon-
sible for or deploying to countries or regions 
considered to be at risk of, undergoing, or 
emerging from violent conflict obtain train-
ing, as appropriate, in the following areas, 
each of which shall include a focus on women 
and ensuring meaningful participation by 
women: 

(1) Conflict prevention, mitigation, and 
resolution. 

(2) Protecting civilians from violence, ex-
ploitation, and trafficking in persons. 

(3) International human rights law and 
international humanitarian law. 

(b) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall ensure that relevant 
personnel receive training, as appropriate, in 
the following areas: 

(1) Training in conflict prevention, peace 
processes, mitigation, resolution, and secu-
rity initiatives that specifically addresses 
the importance of meaningful participation 
by women. 

(2) Gender considerations and meaningful 
participation by women, including training 
regarding— 

(A) international human rights law and 
international humanitarian law, as relevant; 
and 

(B) protecting civilians from violence, ex-
ploitation, and trafficking in persons. 

(3) Effective strategies and best practices 
for ensuring meaningful participation by 
women. 
SEC. 7. CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
and the Administrator of the United States 

Agency for International Development may 
establish guidelines or take other steps to 
ensure overseas United States personnel of 
the Department of State or the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, as the case may be, consult with ap-
propriate stakeholders, including local 
women, youth, ethnic and religious minori-
ties, and other politically underrepresented 
or marginalized populations, regarding 
United States efforts to— 

(1) prevent, mitigate, or resolve violent 
conflict; and 

(2) enhance the success of mediation and 
negotiation processes by ensuring the mean-
ingful participation of women. 

(b) COLLABORATION AND COORDINATION.— 
The Secretary of State should work with 
international, regional, national, and local 
organizations to increase the meaningful 
participation of women in international 
peacekeeping operations, and should pro-
mote training that provides international 
peacekeeping personnel with the substantive 
knowledge and skills needed to ensure effec-
tive physical security and meaningful par-
ticipation of women in conflict prevention 
and peace building. 
SEC. 8. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

(a) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the first submission of a strategy 
required under section 5, the Secretary of 
State, in conjunction with the Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development and the Secretary of 
Defense, shall brief the appropriate congres-
sional committees on existing, enhanced, or 
newly established training carried out pursu-
ant to section 6. 

(b) REPORT ON WOMEN, PEACE, AND SECU-
RITY STRATEGY.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of the submission of each strategy 
required under section 5, the President shall 
submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees a report that— 

(1) summarizes and evaluates the imple-
mentation of such strategy and the impact 
of United States diplomatic efforts and for-
eign assistance programs, projects, and ac-
tivities to promote the meaningful participa-
tion of women; 

(2) describes the nature and extent of the 
coordination among the relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies on the implementa-
tion of such strategy; 

(3) outlines the monitoring and evaluation 
tools, mechanisms, and common indicators 
to assess progress made on the policy objec-
tives set forth in section 4; and 

(4) describes the existing, enhanced, or 
newly established training carried out pursu-
ant to section 6. 
SEC. 9. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Armed Services, and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Armed Services, and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) RELEVANT FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS AND 
AGENCIES.—The term ‘‘relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies’’ means— 

(A) the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development; 

(B) the Department of State; 
(C) the Department of Defense; 
(D) the Department of Homeland Security; 

and 
(E) any other department or agency speci-

fied by the President for purposes of this 
Act. 
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(3) STAKEHOLDERS.—The term ‘‘stake-

holders’’ means nongovernmental and pri-
vate sector entities engaged in or affected by 
conflict prevention and stabilization, peace 
building, protection, security, transition ini-
tiatives, humanitarian response, or related 
efforts. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CASTRO) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
to include any extraneous material in 
the RECORD on H.R. 2484. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
Women, Peace, and Security Act, H.R. 
2484. 

I want to recognize Representatives 
KRISTI NOEM and JAN SCHAKOWSKY. I 
want to recognize the two of them for 
their bipartisan effort in putting to-
gether this legislation, this important 
piece of legislation. I think it is going 
to have a great impact. 

I also want to thank Mr. ENGEL for 
his important leadership. 

Our consideration of this measure is 
really the culmination of many years 
of bipartisan work by Members of the 
House, including Representative JAN 
SCHAKOWSKY and Representative KRISTI 
NOEM, and by our prior administration 
officials, as well, who have worked on 
this, and many advocates—many advo-
cates—who want to see better, more 
sustainable solutions to ending wars, 
to combating terrorism, and to improv-
ing human rights around the world. 
What we are seeing today is that wom-
en’s participation is really essential to 
confronting these fundamental chal-
lenges. 

Last year, the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee held a hearing where we heard 
powerful testimony about the impor-
tance of including women in peace ne-
gotiations and in the security negotia-
tions and security institutions that 
have been set up around the globe. 
Women, of course, have the funda-
mental human right to have their 
voices heard in discussions affecting 
their lives and their families’ lives, and 
that is a case in and of itself that we 
must continue to make. 

But women’s participation is also 
critical to realizing better outcomes 
with respect to these negotiations. 
Simply put, when women are at the ne-
gotiating table and it affects their 
community, peace is more likely. Com-
pelling research shows that peace 
agreements are much more likely to be 
reached, and certainly more likely to 

last, when women’s groups are genu-
inely involved. 

Women peacemakers often press war-
ring parties to move beyond mere 
power-sharing agreements—which, of 
course, benefit only a small percentage 
of fighters—to more comprehensive and 
longer term accords which benefit the 
civilian population as a whole. 

We have seen this play out from Co-
lombia to Rwanda, to Sri Lanka, where 
women’s groups have pushed for prac-
tical solutions to deescalate and re-
solve the conflict, and certainly, in 
Northern Ireland, where, indisputably, 
the bravery and perseverance in the 
face of reprisal and pressure led women 
on both sides of that conflict to stay 
engaged until there was a lasting 
peace; at least, until today, there is a 
lasting peace in Northern Ireland, and 
that is because of their involvement. 

Efforts to keep the peace through po-
licing and peacemaking missions also— 
this is an additional point—benefit 
from women’s participation because it 
leads to better crime reporting and 
higher levels of trust within the com-
munities they serve. 

Women are essential to confronting 
one of the greatest national security 
threats of our time, and that is the 
spread of violent extremism because, if 
we think about it, women, of course, 
are truly on the front lines of this 
fight. They possess unique insights 
into the community, into their fami-
lies, and are capable of gathering infor-
mation often that men cannot or do 
not see. Yet their input is frequently 
overlooked, and I would just give one 
example, of many. 

Activist Wazhma Frogh in Afghani-
stan recalls when women from a small 
Afghan village tried desperately to 
warn a government official that young 
men in their community were being re-
cruited by Islamist militants at the 
local weddings, the minister laughed 
them off. He said: The militants that 
we are fighting are much too sophisti-
cated to go and recruit at the weddings 
here in the community. Well, of course, 
a month later, unfortunately, some of 
those same young men that had been 
recruited attacked a bus, killing 32 ci-
vilians. 

My committee has heard similar sto-
ries from women around the world who 
want to reclaim their communities 
from the spread of radical ideologies. 
We must acknowledge women as part-
ners in this fight, and that is why the 
legislation before us today recognizes 
that it is in our national interest to 
promote women’s participation in re-
solving violence and conflict. 

This concept has been building sup-
port for some time. The Bush adminis-
tration was right to press hard for 
women’s participation in peace nego-
tiations and political processes in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and elsewhere, and 
the Obama administration expanded on 
these programs to require a govern-
mentwide approach to women’s inclu-
sion in conflict resolution overseas. 

Today, this bipartisan legislation be-
fore us builds on these efforts. It will 

continue to require a governmentwide 
strategy to promote women’s partici-
pation, along with specific goals and 
benchmarks and regular reporting to 
Congress in order to gauge progress. 

It also requires that appropriate 
State, USAID, and Defense Department 
personnel receive training in how to fa-
cilitate women’s participation in con-
flict resolution, security initiatives, 
and efforts to protect civilians from vi-
olence and to protect them from ex-
ploitation. 

I urge all Members to support this 
measure’s passage. 

I again thank KRISTI NOEM and JAN 
SCHAKOWSKY for their good work on 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 12, 2017. 
Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you 

concerning H.R. 2484, the ‘‘Women, Peace, 
and Security Act of 2017.’’ There are certain 
provisions in the bill which fall within the 
Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important legislation, I am 
willing to waive this committee’s further 
consideration of H.R. 2484. I do so with the 
understanding that by waiving consideration 
of the bill, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices does not waive any future jurisdictional 
claim over the subject matters contained in 
the legislation which fall within its Rule X 
jurisdiction. 

Please place a copy of this letter and your 
response acknowledging our jurisdictional 
interest into the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the measure on the 
House floor. Thank you for the cooperative 
spirit in which you have worked regarding 
this matter and others between our respec-
tive committees. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 12, 2017. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, House Armed Services Committee, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs on H.R. 2484, the Women, Peace, and Se-
curity Act of 2017, and for agreeing to be dis-
charged from further consideration of that 
bill so that it may proceed expeditiously to 
consideration by the House. 

I agree that your forgoing further action 
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, or prejudice its 
jurisdictional prerogatives on this bill or 
similar legislation in the future. I would sup-
port your effort to seek appointment of an 
appropriate number of conferees from your 
committee to any House-Senate conference 
on this legislation. 

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 2484 
into the Congressional Record during floor 
consideration. I appreciate your cooperation 
regarding this legislation and look forward 
to continuing to work with your Committee 
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as this measure moves through the legisla-
tive process. 

Sincerely, 
EDWARD R. ROYCE, 

Chairman. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
measure. 

I want to thank the bill’s authors, 
Representative SCHAKOWSKY and Rep-
resentative NOEM, for their years’ 
worth of work on this measure. I also 
want to thank Chairman ROYCE and 
Ranking Member ENGEL for helping 
move it forward. 

Wherever there are conflicts around 
the world, women and girls face par-
ticular vulnerabilities, but they also 
possess unique abilities to bring peace 
and prosperity to their communities. 

Research has shown that getting 
women involved in conflict resolution 
and peace building leads to better out-
comes. That is why the Obama admin-
istration launched its executive order 
on Women, Peace, and Security in 2011 
to make sure women had a seat at the 
table when it came to conflict preven-
tion and resolution. 

Thanks to the Obama administra-
tion’s efforts, the United States has 
worked to include women in conflict 
prevention, negotiation, and resolu-
tion. We have promoted efforts to en-
hance the physical and economic secu-
rity of women around the world, and 
we have sought to break through the 
barriers that have stopped women from 
being full participants in peace proc-
esses. 

b 1800 

The bill we are considering will make 
these policies permanent. It would 
build on what the Obama administra-
tion has accomplished by making sure 
agency personnel across our govern-
ment are fully trained on the unique 
strengths women bring to conflict pre-
vention and resolution. It would also 
require annual reporting so Congress 
can stay apprised of these efforts. 

Making this strategy permanent is 
absolutely imperative. It is important 
that we fully recognize and appreciate 
how women’s participation can help 
make our foreign policy stronger. 

I am pleased to support this measure, 
and I urge all my colleagues to do the 
same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 4 minutes to the gentle-
woman from South Dakota (Mrs. 
NOEM), a member of the Committee on 
Ways and Means and the author of this 
important bill. 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, you can’t 
hardly turn on the TV today or open a 
newspaper, scroll through your news 
feed without learning of another out-
break of violence around the globe. Es-
pecially in a world as volatile and inse-
cure as ours is today, we have a respon-
sibility to take full advantage of prov-

en peace-building tactics. This includes 
involving women in conflict prevention 
and resolution. 

Research covering conflicts from 
Northern Ireland to Africa has shown 
that peace agreements are 35 percent 
more likely to last at least 15 years 
when women are involved. Even know-
ing this, women are many times left 
out during negotiations. 

The truth is that conflict knows no 
gender, just as peace should know no 
gender. With that said, women are 
many times impacted by conflict in 
different ways than their male counter-
parts. 

ISIL, for instance, has used human 
trafficking and sex slavery, which dis-
proportionately impacts women, as an 
income-generating business for their 
terrorist activities. Women need to be 
able to play a major role in addressing 
this and finding solutions to combat it. 

Moreover, in many war-torn coun-
tries, women control large segments of 
the economy. In fact, women are the 
sole income earners in nearly one-third 
of all households worldwide. While 
their husbands and sons are serving as 
soldiers, women are running the mar-
kets, the schools, other public and pri-
vate institutions. By virtue of that, 
they are running the local economy 
and have an unmistakable voice in 
community discussions. Their under-
standing can prove invaluable when 
mitigating conflict and building peace. 

Particularly in areas where increased 
stability creates greater security for 
the United States, we must make sure 
that the work that we are doing pro-
duces lasting results. 

I am confident the Women, Peace, 
and Security Act and the account-
ability it provides will help produce 
sustainable outcomes for Americans, 
and that also touches on our national 
security. 

While our U.S. Government, in recent 
years, has made efforts to include 
women in peace negotiations, the bi-
partisan Women, Peace, and Security 
Act better ensures that women have a 
seat at the table during these discus-
sions through meaningful congres-
sional oversight. It is but one instru-
ment in a toolbox our military and dip-
lomatic leaders can use when looking 
at producing long-term results, and 
leaders can use it when looking to 
produce peace, but it is still a tool that 
we should not ignore. 

I am grateful to my colleagues: Rep-
resentative JAN SCHAKOWSKY for all of 
her passionate work on this issue; 
Chairman ED ROYCE and Ranking 
Member ELIOT ENGEL for their efforts 
on this legislation as well. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my pleasure to yield 5 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY), the coauthor of this bill, 
a true advocate for women, and my col-
league. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleague, Congressman JOA-
QUIN CASTRO, for yielding to me. 

I am so proud to rise in support of 
H.R. 2484, the Women, Peace, and Secu-

rity Act, which I introduced along with 
my partner, KRISTI NOEM. We have 
been working on this bill for quite a 
while. 

I want to really thank Chairman ED 
ROYCE for not only his eloquent words 
today and his clear description about 
why this is so important, but for work-
ing closely with us to make this day a 
reality. I am hopeful that we will be 
able to go through the Senate and get 
this bill finally enacted. 

The Women, Peace, and Security Act 
promotes the participation of women 
in the peace process and is a step for-
ward for our security and our economic 
prosperity as well. When women are in-
volved in peace negotiations, a peace 
agreement is more likely to last. In 
fact, the International Peace Institute 
found that a peace agreement is 35 per-
cent more likely to last for at least 15 
years if women participate in drafting 
the agreement. The study also found 
that with each 5 percent increase in 
women’s participation in the political 
process, a nation is five times less like-
ly to use violence when faced with 
international crisis or conflict. 

When women and girls are equal 
partners in all aspects of decision-
making, countries are more likely to 
be peaceful and economically pros-
perous. 

Despite the strong evidence in favor 
of women’s political participation, 
women remain underrepresented in 
conflict prevention, conflict resolution, 
and the post-conflict peace-building ef-
forts that are happening around the 
world, and the United States can help 
to change that. 

The Women, Peace, and Security Act 
will build upon the 2011 National Ac-
tion Plan on Women, Peace, and Secu-
rity, which made clear that the mean-
ingful inclusion of women in peace and 
security processes is imperative for na-
tional and global security. And you 
heard how in Northern Ireland and all 
the way to Rwanda, the participation 
of women has been absolutely essen-
tial. 

Our legislation establishes women’s 
participation as a permanent element 
of U.S. foreign policy. It would encour-
age the United States to assist women 
mediators and negotiators by address-
ing barriers to their equal and secure 
participation in the peace process. 

It would institute comprehensive 
training modules on the protection, 
rights, and specific needs of women in 
conflict and require the administration 
to evaluate the impact of U.S. foreign 
assistance on women’s meaningful par-
ticipation. 

In addition, Women, Peace, and Secu-
rity Act would require the President to 
report to Congress its strategy to pro-
mote women’s participation in conflict 
prevention and resolution, and it would 
empower Congress to exercise over-
sight of that strategy’s implementa-
tion. 

The United States plays a crucial 
role in encouraging peace agreements 
all over the world. By making sure 
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that we bring women into the peace 
process, we can improve national and 
global security. 

So, once again, I just want to thank 
Congresswoman NOEM, my partner on 
this bipartisan legislation, as well as 
Chairman ED ROYCE and Ranking 
Member ELIOT ENGEL, for their sup-
port. I want to thank the many advo-
cacy groups who have been persistent 
throughout these years in bringing it 
to us, the evidence of the success of 
women when women participate in the 
peace process. 

So I thank the gentleman again for 
yielding. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
seeing no other speakers on my side, I 
am prepared to close as long as there 
are no other speakers on the majority 
side. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank, once 
again, Chairman ED ROYCE, Ranking 
Member ENGEL, and Representatives 
SCHAKOWSKY and NOEM for their hard 
work. 

I again urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, from Liberia to North-
ern Ireland, to, frankly, all over the 
planet, we have watched women play 
pivotal roles in pushing their govern-
ments, in pushing combatants and poli-
ticians to bring an end to conflict. 

In recent years, we have seen armed 
conflicts flare around the world, pro-
ducing the largest number of refugees 
on record. Efforts to negotiate an end 
to these conflicts are more important 
than ever. We know that when women 
are included in these discussions, we 
are more likely to see an enduring 
peace. 

As a witness at our hearing on wom-
en’s participation explained: ‘‘Includ-
ing women is not only the right thing 
to do, it is the smart thing to do.’’ 

The legislation before us today will 
strengthen U.S. efforts to promote the 
inclusion of women in peace negotia-
tions in order to create more sustain-
able agreements and more stable part-
ners for the United States and for the 
U.S. allies. 

So, again, I want to thank Represent-
atives NOEM and SCHAKOWSKY for their 
bipartisan work. I also want to particu-
larly thank the staff on both sides of 
the aisle who have worked so hard over 
the past couple of years, including Jes-
sica Kelch, Cassandra Varanka, Brit-
tany Comins, Elizabeth Cunningham, 
and Janice Kaguyutan. We appreciate 
all of your good work. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I ask for an 
‘‘aye’’ vote, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 2484, the Women, 
Peace, and Security Act of 2017 which ex-
presses that the United States should be a 
global leader in promoting the meaningful par-

ticipation of women in efforts directed at con-
flict prevention, management, and resolution. 

This bill directs the President to develop and 
submit to Congress a Women, Peace, and Se-
curity Strategy that will: 

1. Be aligned with other nations’ plans to 
improve and encourage women to participate 
in peace and security over processes, conflict 
prevention, peace building, and decision mak-
ing; and 

2. Lay out goals and evaluation plans to 
measure strategy effectiveness. 

Additionally, H.R. 2484 directs that employ-
ees and contractors of the Department of 
State, Department of Defense, and the U.S. 
Agency for International Development that per-
sonnel deployed to countries or regions at risk 
or emerging from violent conflict be provided 
training in conflict prevention, mitigation, and 
resolution. 

This training will allow those deployed to 
these regions to collaborate and support 
women who live in these conflict ridden com-
munities to develop peace and security strate-
gies. 

As a member of the Congressional Caucus 
for Women’s Issues, I understand the impor-
tance of women’s security and its role in con-
flict prevention and resolution. 

This is why in the 114th Congress I intro-
duced H. Res. 528 that seeks to create a Vic-
tims of Terror Protection Fund for the dis-
placed refugees, migrants and victims of Boko 
Haram’s terror in the region, many of which 
are women and children. 

One reason women play such a critical role 
in the peacebuilding process is because they 
constitute half of every community. 

Educating women and men to work in tan-
dem is an imperative step toward instilling 
peace in communities and mending broken 
bonds. 

An important aspect of H.R. 2484 is the in-
clusion of training personnel who work first-
hand in these conflicted regions regarding 
international human rights laws and the pro-
tection of trafficked people. 

Nearly 21 million people have fallen victim 
to human trafficking globally, and more than 
half of them are women and girls. 

These numbers are staggering, and victims 
who have been liberated from this awful slav-
ery require special consideration and support 
to overcome the horrors they have experi-
enced with the aid of women peacekeepers. 

Women serve as incredible advocates for 
peace as central caretakers of the family and 
have already played prominent roles in peace 
processes in the Horn of Africa. 

Overall, H.R. 2484 makes an important con-
tribution by requiring the agencies that focus 
abroad to collaborate on incorporating women 
in the peacebuilding processes. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 2484, the Women, Peace, and 
Security Act of 2017. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to say a few words in support of 
Representative KRISTI NOEM’s Women, Peace 
and Security Act (H.R. 2484). Among other 
things, it highlights the role women must play 
in peacemaking. 

In the limited time we have, I would just like 
to highlight the role of one woman who served 
as a peacemaker, whom I have had the op-
portunity to get to know—Nuala O’Loan, who 
served as the Police Ombudsman in Northern 
Ireland from 2000 to 2007, and someone who 

has contributed to our understanding in the 
Congress as she twice testified at hearings 
held on the Northern Ireland peace process. 

Baroness O’Loan—she was made a Dame 
of the British Empire and a member of the 
House of Lords in recognition for her role in 
the cause of peace—had the difficult task of 
looking into how the police handled the 
Omagh bombing. That bombing, by a splinter 
group of the Irish Republican Army, was in-
tended to reignite sectarian tension and stop 
the movement towards peace that was memo-
rialized in the Good Friday Agreement. The 
bomb was indiscriminate, however, killing both 
Protestant and Catholic alike, and helped un-
derscore the need for peace. 

In the ensuing years, Baroness O’Loan be-
came known as an even-handed intermediary. 
Indeed, she was so even-handed that she was 
criticized by extremists on both sides, and her 
retirement party was boycotted by hardliners 
from the Unionist and Republican camps. On 
the other hand, the average citizen, whether 
Protestant or Catholic, supported her in her 
role as Police Ombudsman in roughly equal 
numbers, something that was borne out by 
independent polling. 

Nuala O’Loan is but one example of a 
woman serving as peacemaker. There are 
many more Nualas around the world, and I 
applaud Congresswoman NOEM for encour-
aging us to recognize the role these women 
play in helping bring a little light to the dark-
ness. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2484. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SECURING OUR AGRICULTURE AND 
FOOD ACT 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1238) to 
amend the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 to make the Assistant Secretary of 
Homeland Security for Health Affairs 
responsible for coordinating the efforts 
of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity related to food, agriculture, and 
veterinary defense against terrorism, 
and for other purposes, with the Senate 
amendments thereto, and concur in the 
Senate amendments. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the Senate amend-
ments. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Senate amendments: 

Ω1æOn page 4, lines 1 and 2, strike ørelating 
to food and agriculture¿ and insert ‘‘or the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services’’. 
Ω2æOn page 4, strike line 3 and all that fol-
lows through the end of the matter following 
line 6 and insert the following: 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 is amended— 

(1) by striking the items relating to sections 
523, 524, 525, 526, and 527; and 
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(2) by inserting after the item relating to sec-

tion 522 the following: 

‘‘Sec. 523. Guidance and recommendations. 
‘‘Sec. 524. Voluntary private sector prepared-

ness accreditation and certifi-
cation program. 

‘‘Sec. 525. Acceptance of gifts. 
‘‘Sec. 526. Integrated public alert and warning 

system modernization. 
‘‘Sec. 527. National planning and education. 
‘‘Sec. 528. Coordination of Department of 

Homeland Security efforts related 
to food, agriculture, and veteri-
nary defense against terrorism.’’. 

Mr. KATKO (during the reading). Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

TRAVELER REDRESS 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2132) to require the implementa-
tion of a redress process and review of 
the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration’s intelligence-based screening 
rules for aviation security, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2132 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Traveler Re-
dress Improvement Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. IMPLEMENTATION OF REDRESS PROCESS 

AND REVIEW OF THE TRANSPOR-
TATION SECURITY ADMINISTRA-
TION’S INTELLIGENCE-BASED 
SCREENING RULES FOR AVIATION 
SECURITY. 

(a) REDRESS PROCESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator of the Transportation Se-
curity Administration shall, using existing 
resources, systems, and processes, ensure the 
availability of the Department of Homeland 
Security Traveler Redress Inquiry Program 
(DHS TRIP) redress process to adjudicate in-
quiries for individuals who— 

(A) are citizens of the United States or 
aliens lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence; 

(B) have filed an inquiry with DHS TRIP 
after receiving enhanced screening at an air-
port passenger security checkpoint more 
than three times in any 60-day period; and 

(C) believe they have been wrongly identi-
fied as being a threat to aviation security. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration shall submit to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a report on the implementa-
tion of the redress process required under 
paragraph (1). 

(b) PRIVACY IMPACT REVIEW AND UPDATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator of the Transportation Se-
curity Administration shall review and up-
date the Privacy Impact Assessment for the 
Secure Flight programs to ensure such As-
sessment accurately reflects the operation of 
such programs. 

(2) PUBLIC DISSEMINATION.—The Secure 
Flight Privacy Impact Assessment review re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall be published 
on a publically accessible Internet webpage 
of the Transportation Security Administra-
tion and submitted to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate. 

(c) TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRA-
TION RULE REVIEW AND NOTIFICATION PROC-
ESS.— 

(1) RULE REVIEW.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and every 120 days thereafter, the Assistant 
Administrator of the Office of Intelligence 
Analysis of the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration, in coordination with the enti-
ties specified in paragraph (2), shall conduct 
a comprehensive review of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration’s intel-
ligence-based screening rules. 

(2) NOTIFICATION PROCESS.—Not later than 
48 hours after changing, updating, imple-
menting, or suspending a Transportation Se-
curity Administration intelligence-based 
screening rule, the Assistant Administrator 
of the Office of Intelligence Analysis of the 
Transportation Security Administration 
shall notify the following entities of any 
such change, update, implementation, or sus-
pension, as the case may be: 

(A) The Office of Civil Rights and Liberties 
of the Transportation Security Administra-
tion. 

(B) The Office of the Ombudsman of the 
Administration. 

(C) The Office of Traveler Engagement of 
the Administration. 

(D) The Office of Civil Rights and Liberties 
of the Department of Homeland Security. 

(E) The Office of Chief Counsel of the Ad-
ministration. 

(F) The Office of General Counsel of the 
Department. 

(G) The Privacy Office of the Administra-
tion. 

(H) The Privacy Office of the Department. 
(I) The Federal Air Marshal Service. 
(J) The Traveler Redress Inquiry Program 

of the Department. 
(d) FEDERAL AIR MARSHAL SERVICE COORDI-

NATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 

Transportation Security Administration 
shall ensure that the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration’s intelligence-based 
screening rules are incorporated in the risk 
analysis conducted during the Federal Air 
Marshal mission scheduling process. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator of the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration shall submit to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a report on how the Transpor-
tation Security Administration’s intel-
ligence-based screening rules are incor-
porated in the risk analysis conducted dur-
ing the Federal Air Marshal mission sched-
uling process. 

(e) GAO REPORT.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland 
Security of the House of Representatives and 

the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate a study on the 
Transportation Security Administration’s 
intelligence-based screening rules and the ef-
fectiveness of such rules in identifying and 
mitigating potential threats to aviation se-
curity. Such study shall also examine coordi-
nation between the Transportation Security 
Administration, the Department of Home-
land Security, and other relevant partners 
relating to changing, updating, imple-
menting, or suspending such rules as nec-
essary. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KATKO) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include any extraneous ma-
terials on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this legislation seeks to 

expand the Department of Homeland 
Security’s Traveler Redress Inquiry 
Program, commonly referred to as 
TRIP, to assist travelers who feel that 
they have been repeatedly selected for 
enhanced screening in an unfair man-
ner. 

Currently, the TRIP process only 
provides redress to individuals who 
have been placed on the no-fly list. 
However, for reasons unknown to the 
individual, they can be perpetually se-
lected for enhanced screening without 
any opportunity to correct the record, 
if he or she fails, that this is due to an 
error. 

This issue first came to our attention 
when an individual who works for a 
Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit orga-
nization alerted the committee that he 
had been subject to enhanced pat- 
downs by TSA agents every time he 
traveled through an airport for over 3 
years. 

Although he twice submitted inquir-
ies to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity through the TRIP process, he re-
mained unable to obtain information 
as to why he was currently getting 
flagged as a potential security threat 
at the airport. 

As you can imagine, this can cause a 
great deal of stress and worry for some-
one who feels that they have been tar-
geted by the U.S. Government for un-
known reasons. 

After continued prodding of TSA by 
my subcommittee staff, this indi-
vidual, a U.S. citizen, was cleared by 
Homeland Security and is now able to 
travel hassle free. 

Unfortunately, this example is not an 
isolated case. Several weeks ago, a 
member of the committee staff also 
was repeatedly selected for enhanced 
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screening on multiple flights after 
traveling to the Middle East as part of 
an official congressional staff delega-
tion. 

When my staff looked into this case, 
the staffer had been mistakenly 
flagged for enhanced screening due to 
erroneous information that was en-
tered into the Terrorist Screening 
Database, or TSDB. 

As these anecdotes demonstrate, 
Homeland Security needs to establish a 
formal mechanism to handle these 
cases. My legislation requires the De-
partment to do just that. 

I would like to thank Chairman 
MCCAUL, Congressmen King and Vela, 
and Congresswoman WATSON COLEMAN 
for their support of this bipartisan leg-
islation. I thank the Speaker for allow-
ing today’s consideration of the bill, 
and I encourage my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1815 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2132, the Traveler Redress Improve-
ment Act of 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, the American flying 
public has seen many changes in how 
aviation security is handled since the 
devastating morning of September 11, 
2001. Among the most prominent 
changes has been the screening of pas-
senger names against the so-called no- 
fly list that contains the information 
on tens of thousands of people who are 
deemed by our intelligence and law en-
forcement community as threats to 
aviation. 

H.R. 2132 seeks to ensure a traveler, 
who has repeatedly received enhanced 
security screening at Transportation 
Security Administration checkpoints 
and believes they have wrongly been 
identified as posing a threat to avia-
tion security, can receive timely re-
dress from the Department of Home-
land Security’s Traveler Redress In-
quiry Program, or DHS TRIP program. 

Specifically, this bill directs TSA to 
ensure that an individual who has re-
ceived enhanced screening from TSA 
more than three times in a 60-day pe-
riod can access the Department’s re-
dress process. 

This bipartisan bill, which was 
unanimously approved by the Home-
land Security Committee on May 3, is 
informed by the committee’s oversight 
finding. As such, I support the bill and 
urge my colleagues to join me in pass-
ing this measure to increase trans-
parency and accountability on behalf 
of travelers. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, H.R. 2132, 
the Traveler Redress Improvement Act 
of 2017, would improve DHS redress 
processes for passengers who have re-
peatedly been selected for enhanced se-
curity screening and feel they have 
been wrongly identified as posing a 
threat to aviation security. 

While TSA has a duty to protect clas-
sified and sensitive information from 
those who wish to do us harm, we must 
ensure TSA’s operations are trans-
parent as they can be for the vast ma-
jority of passengers who are simply 
trying to travel from point A to point 
B with as little stress as possible. 

Before I yield back, I thank Sub-
committee Chairman KATKO and Rank-
ing Member WATSON COLEMAN for their 
long and enduring work on this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Before I close, I want to note briefly 
that this is yet another bill that has 
come out of Homeland Security that 
has been done so in a purely bipartisan 
manner. I think that serves as an ex-
ample of how Congress can abide, going 
forward, in getting things done, big 
issues and small. There are no small 
issues when it comes to terrorism, but 
we seem to be united in our quest to 
make this country as safe as we can. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
once again to support H.R. 2132, as 
amended, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, I rise in support of H.R. 2132, ‘‘Trav-
eler Redress Improvement Act of 2017,’’ which 
requires the implementation of a redress proc-
ess and review of the Transportation Security 
Administration’s intelligence-based screening 
rules for aviation security. 

The DHS Traveler Redress Inquiry Program 
(DHS TRIP) provides a redress process for in-
dividuals who have been denied or delayed 
airline boarding, entry into or exit from the 
United States at a port of entry or border 
crossing, or have been repeatedly referred for 
additional (secondary) screening. 

I thank the Committee for accepting the 
Jackson Lee Amendment to H.R. 2132, which 
extends the time for GAO to submit its report 
from 180 days to one year. 

The Jackson Lee Amendment gives GAO 
additional time to do its work after TSA con-
cludes its work on the Privacy Impact Assess-
ment for the Secure Flight program. 

In 2015, there were 178 days when TSA 
screened more than 2 million passengers in a 
single day. 

George Bush International and William P. 
Hobby Airports are essential hubs for domes-
tic and international air travel for Houston and 
the region. 

Nearly 40 million passengers traveled 
through Bush International Airport (IAH) and 
an additional 10 million traveled through Wil-
liam P. Hobby (HOU). 

Persons who routinely undergo secondary 
screening or incur delays in boarding flights 
only have the DHS TRIP as their sole means 
of redress. 

DHS TRIP is a single point of contact for in-
dividuals who have inquiries or seek resolution 
regarding travel difficulties that may be caused 
by watch list issues, screening problems at 
ports of entry, and situations where travelers 
believe they have been unfairly or incorrectly 
delayed, denied boarding or identified for addi-
tional screening at our nation’s transportation 
hubs. 

H.R. 2132 requires TSA, to report within 
18o days on the implementation of the redress 
process to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate. 

TSA is also required to review and update 
the Privacy Impact Assessment Act for the Se-
cure Flight programs in order to make sure 
this assessment reflects the operation of the 
DHS TRIP. 

As an added measure to ensure DHS TRIP 
has the most up to date information, the TSA 
Assistant Administrator of the Office of Intel-
ligence Analysis must conduct a comprehen-
sive review of TSA’s intelligence-based 
screening rules every 120 days. 

Once this review is completed, the Office of 
Intelligence Analysis of TSA has 48 hours to 
notify relevant DHS offices if there is any 
change, update, implementation, or suspen-
sion of any rule or method. 

Reviewing the screening rules allows TSA 
to keep the methods that are used for security 
as up to date as possible and to ensure that 
air travelers are treated fairly. 

I am a strong proponent of privacy, civil lib-
erties, and due process. 

The Federal Privacy Act assures that when 
agencies use electronic databases to collect, 
retain, process, or make decisions regarding- 
U.S. citizens that their privacy is protected. 

I ask my colleagues from both sides of the 
aisle to vote in support of H.R. 2132. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
KATKO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2132, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORTING EFFICIENTLY TO 
PROPER OFFICIALS IN RE-
SPONSE TO TERRORISM ACT OF 
2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 625) to provide for joint reports 
by relevant Federal agencies to Con-
gress regarding incidents of terrorism, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 625 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reporting 
Efficiently to Proper Officials in Response to 
Terrorism Act of 2017’’ or the ‘‘REPORT 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DUTY TO REPORT. 

(a) DUTY IMPOSED.—Whenever an act of ter-
rorism occurs in the United States, it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, the Attorney General, the Director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and, as 
appropriate, the head of the National 
Counterterrorism Center, to submit, within 
one year of the completion of the investiga-
tion concerning such act by the primary 
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Government agency conducting such inves-
tigation, an unclassified report (which may 
be accompanied by a classified annex) to 
Congress concerning such act. 

(b) CONTENT OF REPORTS.—A report under 
this section shall— 

(1) include a statement of the facts of the 
act of terrorism referred to in subsection (a), 
as known at the time of the report; 

(2) identify any gaps in national security 
that could be addressed to prevent future 
acts of terrorism; and 

(3) any recommendations for additional 
measures that could be taken to improve 
homeland security, including potential 
changes in law enforcement practices or 
changes in law, with particular attention to 
changes that could help prevent future acts 
of terrorism. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—The duty established under 
subsection (a) shall not apply in instances in 
which the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
the Attorney General, the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, or the head 
of the National Counterterrorism Center de-
termines that the information required to be 
reported could jeopardize an ongoing inves-
tigation or prosecution. In such instances, 
the Secretary shall notify Congress of such 
prior to the first anniversary of the comple-
tion of the investigation described in such 
subsection. 

(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘act of terrorism’’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 3077 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KATKO) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include any extraneous ma-
terial on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, Congress has an obliga-

tion to ensure that our national coun-
terterrorism programs and policies are 
as effective as possible. At every oppor-
tunity, we should assess gaps and 
weaknesses and work to find opportu-
nities for improvement. 

For example, the committee’s inves-
tigation into the 2013 tragic Boston 
Marathon bombings revealed a series of 
weaknesses we have worked to correct; 
and many of the recent attacks, includ-
ing the San Bernardino and Garland 
shootings, the Orlando Pulse nightclub 
attack, and other small-scale plots 
have each prompted review, reflection, 
and action. 

The REPORT Act will provide valu-
able assistance in this work by requir-
ing the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, in coordination with other Fed-
eral officials, to submit a report to 
Congress on incidents of terrorism 
within 1 year of completion of the in-
vestigation. 

Importantly, this report will provide 
Congress with the facts of the incident, 

a review of security gaps, and rec-
ommendations to improve homeland 
security efforts. 

As the committee has learned over 
the years, it can often be a challenge to 
obtain timely and comprehensive shar-
ing of information by the executive 
branch in the aftermath of a terrorist 
attack. While perhaps understandable, 
the REPORT Act, offered by Congress-
man AGUILAR, will help ensure that 
Congress receives the information it 
needs. This is a valuable addition, and 
I encourage my colleagues to support 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman 
AGUILAR for introducing this important 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
625, the Reporting Efficiently to Proper 
Officials in Response to Terrorism Act 
of 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, the REPORT Act cre-
ates an important new congressional 
oversight process with respect to inci-
dents of terrorism on U.S. soil. H.R. 625 
requires the Department of Homeland 
Security, the Department of Justice, 
the FBI, and, as appropriate, the Na-
tional Counterterrorism Center, to sub-
mit an unclassified report, which may 
be accompanied by a classified annex, 
to Congress within a year of the com-
pletion of an investigation of an act of 
terrorism. 

The report to Congress must outline 
the facts and information related to 
the terrorist act but may also discuss 
national security gaps that come to 
light in the investigation that may be 
addressed by changes in law enforce-
ment practices or changes in the law. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
AGUILAR), introduced the REPORT Act 
to ensure that this body has the benefit 
of learning, long after the press atten-
tion has moved to other matters, the 
facts surrounding terrorist incidents. 

The legislation is informed by the 
gentleman’s experience as the rep-
resentative for San Bernardino, Cali-
fornia, which, of course, was the target 
of a vicious December 2015 attack that 
resulted in the death of 14 innocent vic-
tims. 

I would note that, in order to protect 
any ongoing investigation or prosecu-
tion, the congressional notification can 
be waived if doing so presents a danger 
of interference to any ongoing terrorist 
investigation. 

As a cosponsor of H.R. 625, I strongly 
believe that this legislation will en-
hance our ability as Members of Con-
gress to help heal our communities 
after an attack and help prevent future 
terrorist attacks to keep Americans 
safe. 

I urge my House colleagues to sup-
port this bipartisan legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
AGUILAR). 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the Reporting Efficiently to 

Proper Officials in Response to Ter-
rorism Act, or the REPORT Act. 

I introduced the REPORT Act a year 
after the San Bernardino terrorist at-
tack. Our community has seen more 
than its fair share of gun violence, but 
this terrorist mass shooting claimed 14 
lives, injured another 22 people, and 
shook my community. In the days and 
weeks after, we pledged to do all we 
could to prevent another attack like 
this from happening ever again. This is 
what this bill seeks to do. 

The REPORT Act requires the De-
partment of Homeland Security to sub-
mit a report to Congress when a terror 
attack occurs in the United States. 
Under the bill, the Secretary of Home-
land Security, in coordination with the 
United States Attorney General, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
the head of the National Counterter-
rorism Center will produce a report de-
tailing the attack and how to prevent 
future attacks. 

The idea is to have a uniform after- 
action report following a terrorist at-
tack here in the United States. There 
is currently no legal requirement to 
create such a report. Specifically, this 
report will include policy recommenda-
tions for lawmakers to make our com-
munities safer and to prevent the next 
San Bernardino, Boston, New York, or 
Orlando. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a bipartisan bill. 
It also has the support of regional lead-
ers in communities impacted by acts of 
terror. It has been endorsed by my re-
gion’s law enforcement community: 
San Bernardino Police Chief Jarrod 
Burguan and Sheriff John McMahon. 
Chief Burguan and Sheriff McMahon 
are my community’s law enforcement 
leaders who led the heroic response on 
December 2, 2015, and stopped the vio-
lent rampage, preventing further loss 
of life. 

The REPORT Act is a commonsense 
bill that will empower lawmakers with 
the facts they need to create meaning-
ful laws to thwart future attacks of 
terror. 

This bill is for the 14 killed and 22 in-
jured in San Bernardino. It is for my 
community. It is also for every Amer-
ican city touched by these heinous acts 
of terrorism. 

We can and must work together to 
protect our homeland, and I believe 
this is a smart, bipartisan step to 
achieve that. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, H.R. 625 is an 
important piece of legislation that has 
strong support on both sides of the 
aisle. 

Effective communication and unity 
of effort is critical immediately fol-
lowing a terrorist attack. It is our duty 
as Members of Congress to give law en-
forcement space to do their investiga-
tion but then, when the facts are 
known, to get them and then use that 
knowledge to inform policymaking. 
H.R. 625 seeks to do just that. As such, 
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I encourage my colleagues to support 
H.R. 625. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 625, as 
amended, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, I rise in support of H.R. 625, the Re-
porting Efficiently to Proper Officials in Re-
sponse to Terrorism Act of 2017, or the ‘‘RE-
PORT Act.’’ 

The REPORT Act bridges an information 
and preparedness gap that has for too long 
clouded the information Congress receives 
about acts of terrorism that happen in our 
homeland. 

The REPORT Act requires the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in coordination with the 
Attorney General, the Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, and, if appropriate, 
the head of the National Counterterrorism 
Center, to submit an unclassified report to 
Congress, within one year of the completion of 
an investigation of act of terrorism in the 
United States. 

This report will include a statement of the 
facts regarding the act of terrorism; identify 
any possible national security gaps that could 
prevent future acts of terrorism, and any rec-
ommendations for additional homeland secu-
rity improvement measures. 

The report will help Congress to enact legis-
lation to effectively address security gaps in 
our national security efforts. 

The REPORT Act fosters accountability, col-
laboration, and preparedness. 

Acts of terror and violence have been at the 
forefront of the American collective memory 
for more than a decade now. 

Americans have become accustomed to 
hearing about attacks all across our homeland 
and around the world. 

The Bookings Institute labeled 2016 as the 
year of the ‘‘Lone Wolf’’ terrorist. 

Radicalized individuals acting on their own 
pose a strategic and institutional threat to our 
national security. 

This phenomenon requires us to think cre-
atively and collectively to be prepared to ad-
dress the idiosyncratic aspects of this new 
wave of terror. 

The REPORT Act relies on our current se-
curity structure to prepare us for the future. 

Attacks such as the attack on LGBT people 
of color in Pulse, the attacks in the City of San 
Bernardino, and recent attacks in London 
highlight the importance of collaboration and 
sharing of knowledge to prevent more attacks 
from happening. 

This common sense bill relies on our current 
expertise to prepare for the future. 

Mr. Speaker, we share the responsibility 
with the President to keep Americans safe and 
this bill is a step towards improving the way 
we go about protecting the American people. 

I support the REPORT Act and urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this important 
legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
KATKO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 625, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1873, ELECTRICITY RELI-
ABILITY AND FOREST PROTEC-
TION ACT, AND PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 1654, 
WATER SUPPLY PERMITTING CO-
ORDINATION ACT 

Mr. NEWHOUSE, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 115–186) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 392) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1873) to 
amend the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 to enhance the 
reliability of the electricity grid and 
reduce the threat of wildfires to and 
from electric transmission and dis-
tribution facilities on Federal lands by 
facilitating vegetation management on 
such lands, and providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1654) to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to coordi-
nate Federal and State permitting 
processes related to the construction of 
new surface water storage projects on 
lands under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and to designate 
the Bureau of Reclamation as the lead 
agency for permit processing, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

b 1830 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 2847, by the yeas and nays, and 
H.R. 2866, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

IMPROVING SERVICES FOR OLDER 
YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2847) to make improvements 
to the John H. Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program and related pro-
visions, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs. 
WALORSKI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 391, nays 8, 
not voting 31, as follows: 

[Roll No. 309] 

YEAS—391 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 

DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes (KS) 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 

Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marino 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
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Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 

Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 

Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson Coleman 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NAYS—8 

Amash 
Biggs 
Brat 

Buck 
Labrador 
McClintock 

Sanford 
Yoho 

NOT VOTING—31 

Aderholt 
Barton 
Brooks (AL) 
Cicilline 
Cummings 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gutiérrez 
Himes 
Johnson, Sam 
Kennedy 

Larsen (WA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lowenthal 
Marchant 
Napolitano 
Pelosi 
Pingree 
Posey 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Rohrabacher 

Sánchez 
Scalise 
Shea-Porter 
Smith (NJ) 
Speier 
Wagner 
Waters, Maxine 
Weber (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1851 

Ms. FOXX changed her vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REDUCING UNNECESSARY BAR-
RIERS FOR RELATIVE FOSTER 
PARENTS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). The unfinished business is 
the vote on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 2866) to re-
view and improve licensing standards 
for placement in a relative foster fam-
ily home, as amended, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
KELLY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 382, nays 19, 
not voting 29, as follows: 

[Roll No. 310] 

YEAS—382 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu, Judy 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 

DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes (KS) 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Guthrie 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 

Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marino 
Marshall 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 

Peterson 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reed 
Reichert 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 

Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 

Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson Coleman 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NAYS—19 

Amash 
Biggs 
Brat 
Buck 
Gaetz 
Garrett 
Gibbs 

Gohmert 
Gosar 
Grothman 
Jones 
Jordan 
Labrador 
Massie 

Mooney (WV) 
Palmer 
Poe (TX) 
Ratcliffe 
Sanford 

NOT VOTING—29 

Babin 
Brooks (AL) 
Cheney 
Cicilline 
Cummings 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gutiérrez 
Himes 
Johnson, Sam 

Kennedy 
Larsen (WA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lowenthal 
Marchant 
Napolitano 
Pelosi 
Pingree 
Posey 
Renacci 

Rohrabacher 
Sánchez 
Scalise 
Shea-Porter 
Smith (NJ) 
Wagner 
Waters, Maxine 
Weber (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1900 

Mr. POE of Texas changed his vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 

detained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 310. 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 310. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BIGGS). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on additional mo-
tions to suspend the rules on which a 
recorded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered, or on which the vote incurs 
objection under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken later. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-

CURITY MORALE, RECOGNITION, 
LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT 
ACT OF 2017 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2283) to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to improve morale 
within the Department of Homeland 
Security workforce by conferring new 
responsibilities to the Chief Human 
Capital Officer, establishing an em-
ployee engagement steering com-
mittee, requiring action plans, and au-
thorizing an annual employee award 
program, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2283 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Homeland Security Morale, Recognition, 
Learning and Engagement Act of 2017’’ or 
the ‘‘DHS MORALE Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CHIEF HUMAN CAPITAL OFFICER RE-

SPONSIBILITIES. 
Section 704 of the Homeland Security Act 

of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 344) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘, including with respect to 

leader development and employee engage-
ment,’’ after ‘‘policies’’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘and in line’’ and inserting 
‘‘, in line’’; and 

(iii) by inserting ‘‘and informed by best 
practices within the Federal government and 
the private sector,’’ after ‘‘priorities,’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘develop 
performance measures to provide a basis for 
monitoring and evaluating’’ and inserting 
‘‘evaluate, on an ongoing basis,’’; 

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘that, to 
the extent practicable, are informed by em-
ployee feedback,’’ after ‘‘policies’’; 

(D) in paragraph (4), by inserting ‘‘includ-
ing leader development and employee en-
gagement programs,’’ before ‘‘in coordina-
tion’’; 

(E) in paragraph (5), by inserting before the 
semicolon at the end the following: ‘‘that is 
informed by an assessment, carried out by 
the Chief Human Capital Officer, of the 
learning and developmental needs of employ-
ees in supervisory and non-supervisory roles 
across the Department and appropriate 
workforce planning initiatives’’; 

(F) by redesignating paragraphs (9) and (10) 
as paragraphs (11) and (12), respectively; and 

(G) by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs: 

‘‘(9) maintain a catalogue of available em-
ployee development opportunities, including 
the Homeland Security Rotation Program 
pursuant to section 844, departmental leader-
ship development programs, interagency de-
velopment programs, and other rotational 
programs; 

‘‘(10) ensure that employee discipline and 
adverse action programs comply with the re-
quirements of all pertinent laws, rules, regu-
lations, and Federal guidance, and ensure 
due process for employees;’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) 
as subsections (e) and (f), respectively; 

(3) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(d) CHIEF LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT OF-
FICER.—The Chief Human Capital Officer 
may designate an employee of the Depart-

ment to serve as a Chief Learning and En-
gagement Officer to assist the Chief Human 
Capital Officer in carrying out this section.’’; 
and 

(4) in subsection (e), as so redesignated— 
(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2), (3), 

and (4) as paragraphs (5), (6), and (7), respec-
tively; and 

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs: 

‘‘(2) information on employee development 
opportunities catalogued pursuant to para-
graph (9) of subsection (b) and any available 
data on participation rates, attrition rates, 
and impacts on retention and employee sat-
isfaction; 

‘‘(3) information on the progress of Depart-
ment-wide strategic workforce planning ef-
forts as determined under paragraph (2) of 
subsection (b); 

‘‘(4) information on the activities of the 
steering committee established pursuant to 
section 710(a), including the number of meet-
ing, types of materials developed and distrib-
uted, and recommendations made to the Sec-
retary;’’. 
SEC. 3. EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT STEERING 

COMMITTEE AND ACTION PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title VII of the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 341 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 
‘‘SEC. 710. EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT. 

‘‘(a) STEERING COMMITTEE.—Not later than 
120 days after the date of the enactment of 
this section, the Secretary shall establish an 
employee engagement steering committee, 
including representatives from operational 
components, headquarters, and field per-
sonnel, including supervisory and non-super-
visory personnel, and employee labor organi-
zations that represent Department employ-
ees, and chaired by the Under Secretary for 
Management, to carry out the following ac-
tivities: 

‘‘(1) Identify factors that have a negative 
impact on employee engagement, morale, 
and communications within the Department, 
such as perceptions about limitations on ca-
reer progression, mobility, or development 
opportunities, collected through employee 
feedback platforms, including through an-
nual employee surveys, questionnaires, and 
other communications, as appropriate. 

‘‘(2) Identify, develop, and distribute ini-
tiatives and best practices to improve em-
ployee engagement, morale, and communica-
tions within the Department, including 
through annual employee surveys, question-
naires, and other communications, as appro-
priate. 

‘‘(3) Monitor efforts of each component to 
address employee engagement, morale, and 
communications based on employee feedback 
provided through annual employee surveys, 
questionnaires, and other communications, 
as appropriate. 

‘‘(4) Advise the Secretary on efforts to im-
prove employee engagement, morale, and 
communications within specific components 
and across the Department. 

‘‘(5) Conduct regular meetings and report, 
not less than once per quarter, to the Under 
Secretary for Management, the head of each 
component, and the Secretary on Depart-
ment-wide efforts to improve employee en-
gagement, morale, and communications. 

‘‘(b) ACTION PLAN; REPORTING.—The Sec-
retary, acting through the Chief Human Cap-
ital Officer, shall— 

‘‘(1) not later than 120 days after the date 
of the establishment of the steering com-
mittee under subsection (a), issue a Depart-
ment-wide employee engagement action 
plan, reflecting input from the employee en-
gagement steering committee established 
pursuant to subsection (a) and employee 

feedback provided through annual employee 
surveys, questionnaires, and other commu-
nications in accordance with paragraph (1) of 
such subsection, to execute strategies to im-
prove employee engagement, morale, and 
communications within the Department; and 

‘‘(2) require the head of each component 
to— 

‘‘(A) develop and implement a component- 
specific employee engagement plan to ad-
vance the action plan required under para-
graph (1) that includes performance meas-
ures and objectives, is informed by employee 
feedback provided through annual employee 
surveys, questionnaires, and other commu-
nications, as appropriate, and sets forth how 
employees and, where applicable, their labor 
representatives are to be integrated in devel-
oping programs and initiatives; 

‘‘(B) monitor progress on implementation 
of such action plan; and 

‘‘(C) provide to the Chief Human Capital 
Officer and the steering committee quarterly 
reports on actions planned and progress 
made under this paragraph. 

‘‘(c) TERMINATION.—This section shall ter-
minate on the date that is five years after 
the date of the enactment of this section.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 709 the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘Sec. 710. Employee engagement.’’. 

(c) SUBMISSIONS TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) DEPARTMENT-WIDE EMPLOYEE ENGAGE-

MENT ACTION PLAN.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, acting through the Chief 
Human Capital Officer of the Department of 
Homeland Security, shall submit to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate the Department-wide em-
ployee engagement action plan required 
under subsection (b)(1) of section 710 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as added by 
subsection (a) of this section) not later than 
30 days after the issuance of such plan under 
such subsection (b)(1). 

(2) COMPONENT-SPECIFIC EMPLOYEE ENGAGE-
MENT PLANS.—Each head of a component of 
the Department of Homeland Security shall 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate the compo-
nent-specific employee engagement plan of 
each such component required under sub-
section (b)(2) of section 710 of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (as added by subsection 
(a) of this section) not later than 30 days 
after the issuance of each such plan under 
such subsection (b)(2). 
SEC. 4. ANNUAL EMPLOYEE AWARD PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title VII of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 341 et seq.), as 
amended by section 3 of this Act, is further 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 
‘‘SEC. 711. ANNUAL EMPLOYEE AWARD PROGRAM. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may es-
tablish an annual employee award program 
to recognize Department employees or 
groups of employees for significant contribu-
tions to the achievement of the Depart-
ment’s goals and missions. If such a program 
is established, the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(1) establish within such program cat-
egories of awards, each with specific criteria, 
that emphasizes honoring employees who are 
at the non-supervisory level; 

‘‘(2) publicize within the Department how 
any employee or group of employees may be 
nominated for an award; 

‘‘(3) establish an internal review board 
comprised of representatives from Depart-
ment components, headquarters, and field 
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personnel to submit to the Secretary award 
recommendations regarding specific employ-
ees or groups of employees; 

‘‘(4) select recipients from the pool of 
nominees submitted by the internal review 
board under paragraph (3) and convene a 
ceremony at which employees or groups of 
employees receive such awards from the Sec-
retary; and 

‘‘(5) publicize such program within the De-
partment. 

‘‘(b) INTERNAL REVIEW BOARD.—The inter-
nal review board described in subsection 
(a)(3) shall, when carrying out its function 
under such subsection, consult with rep-
resentatives from operational components 
and headquarters, including supervisory and 
non-supervisory personnel, and employee 
labor organizations that represent Depart-
ment employees. 

‘‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section may be construed to authorize 
additional funds to carry out the require-
ments of this section or to require the Sec-
retary to provide monetary bonuses to re-
cipients of an award under this section.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002, as amended by section 3 of 
this Act, is further amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 710 the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘Sec. 711. Annual employee award pro-

gram.’’. 

SEC. 5. INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION AND IM-
PLEMENTATION PLAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
or the issuance of a report by the Inspector 
General of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity on the extent to which the Depart-
ment has an equitable and consistent dis-
ciplinary process, whichever is later, but in 
no case later than one year after such date of 
enactment, the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall utilize, if available, such 
report and investigate whether the applica-
tion of discipline and adverse actions are ad-
ministered in an equitable and consistent 
manner that results in the same or substan-
tially similar disciplinary outcomes across 
the Department for misconduct by a non-su-
pervisory or supervisor employee who en-
gaged in the same or substantially similar 
misconduct. 

(b) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the in-
vestigation described in subsection (a), the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall consult with the employee engagement 
steering committee established pursuant to 
subsection (b)(1) of section 710 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (as added by sec-
tion 3(a) of this Act). 

(c) ACTION BY UNDER SECRETARY FOR MAN-
AGEMENT.—Upon completion of the investiga-
tion described in subsection (a), the Under 
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security shall review the 
findings and recommendations of such inves-
tigation and implement a plan, in consulta-
tion with the employee engagement steering 
committee established pursuant to sub-
section (b)(1) of section 710 of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002, to correct any relevant 
deficiencies identified by the Comptroller 
General of the United States. The Under Sec-
retary for Management shall direct the em-
ployee engagement steering committee to 
review such plan to inform committee ac-
tivities and action plans authorized under 
such section 710. 
SEC. 5. PROHIBITION ON NEW FUNDING. 

No additional funds are authorized to carry 
out the requirements of this Act and the 
amendments made by this Act. Such require-
ments shall be carried out using amounts 
otherwise authorized 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include any extraneous ma-
terial on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 2283. According to the Federal 
Employee Viewpoint Survey, after 6 
straight years of decline, DHS im-
proved by 3 percentage points in 2016, 
from 53 percent in 2015 to 56 percent. 
However, since its inception, DHS has 
consistently reported low employee job 
satisfaction and today remains last out 
of large agencies in employee satisfac-
tion. 

According to the FEVS, the Depart-
ment slightly improved its overall re-
sponse rate to about 50 percent in 2016. 
Former Secretary Jeh Johnson attrib-
uted much of the success to the De-
partment’s employee engagement 
steering committee and efforts he and 
other leaders have made in strength-
ening employee morale and engage-
ment. H.R. 2283 seeks to codify many of 
these efforts. 

The purpose of H.R. 2283 is to amend 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to 
improve morale within the Department 
of Homeland Security workforce by 
conferring new responsibilities to the 
Chief Human Capital Officer, estab-
lishing an employee engagement steer-
ing committee, requiring action plans, 
and authorizing an annual employee 
award program. 

The security of our homeland de-
pends on focused, efficient, and dedi-
cated individuals who feel confident 
and empowered in the workplace. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. THOMPSON 
for introducing this legislation and for 
working in such a bipartisan manner 
on it. I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port this commonsense, thoughtful leg-
islation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2283, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Morale, Recognition, Learning 
and Engagement Act of 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, since its inception in 
2003, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity has faced a number of chal-
lenges, one of the most prominent 
being managing a workforce of more 
than 240,000 employees. 

I am pleased to see that, after 6 
straight years of decline, DHS em-

ployee engagement and participation 
scores have improved by 3 percentage 
points each in the latest Federal Em-
ployee Viewpoint Survey. However, 
DHS still ranks amongst the lowest of 
Federal agencies in employee morale. 

It has been a personal priority of 
mine to examine the root cause of 
DHS’s longstanding employee morale 
problems and find ways to move the 
Department in a positive direction. 

My legislation, the DHS MORALE 
Act, does just that by authorizing 
DHS-wide employee engagement, lead-
ership development, rotational oppor-
tunities, as well as an employee en-
gagement steering committee. 

Additionally, H.R. 2283 authorizes an 
annual employee award program to 
recognize employees who make signifi-
cant contributions to the Department’s 
operations. 

Finally, H.R. 2283 adds transparency 
and fairness to DHS’s disciplinary 
process by directing an independent, 
Department-wide review of how dis-
cipline is applied by components. 

This legislation, which is cospon-
sored by every Democratic member of 
the committee, has received tremen-
dous support from the labor organiza-
tion representing the DHS workforce. 

I include these letters of support in 
the RECORD. 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF GOVERNMENT 

EMPLOYEES, AFL–CIO, 
May 1, 2017. 

Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, House of Representatives, Committee 

on Homeland Security, Washington, DC. 
Hon. BENNIE THOMPSON, 
Ranking Member, House of Representatives, 

Committee on Homeland Security, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL AND RANKING 
MEMBER THOMPSON: On behalf of the 80,000 
employees at the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) represented by the American 
Federation of Government Employees, AFL- 
CIO, I express our union’s support for the 
DHS Morale, Recognition, Learning and En-
gagement Act of 2017, or the DHS MORALE 
Act. The DHS MORALE Act accurately rec-
ognizes that the contributions of the DHS 
workers and their unions are essential to ad-
dressing serious and sustained morale issues. 

Each year reports and surveys confirm the 
sad state of morale among DHS employees 
who are on the front lines of national secu-
rity. Given the diversity in mission, duties, 
and experience, their direct input is nec-
essary to address issues of importance to 
their colleagues, including fair treatment 
and that their voices are heard by manage-
ment. Steps to resolve these issues will en-
able the workforce to better serve the public. 

The DHS MORALE Act is a good first step 
in resolving institutional issues that hamper 
the workforce that protects the homeland. 
AFGE supports these efforts. 

Sincerely, 
J. DAVID COX, SR., 

National President. 

NATIONAL BORDER PATROL COUNCIL, 
April 17, 2017. 

Hon. BENNIE THOMPSON, 
Committee on Homeland Security, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR RANKING MEMBER THOMPSON: On be-
half of the members of the National Border 
Patrol Council, I write to support your legis-
lation, ‘‘The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Morale, Recognition, Learning, and En-
gagement Act of 2017.’’ Your bill is a step 
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forward to improve employee morale 
amongst Border Patrol Agents. 

We are especially pleased that the bill ad-
dresses two issues requiring immediate at-
tention, accountability and mobility. An 
independent audit of DHS disciplinary proc-
esses would end DHS’s current penchant for 
punishing line agents more severely than 
managers for the same offense. A uniform 
and transparent system would hold those ac-
countable for violations of law and policy, 
while also ensuring due process for employ-
ees and accountability from the top down. 

The proposed Employee Engagement 
Steering Committee would give line agents 
another tool to express limitations on issues 
such as career progression and mobility to 
CBP management. Too often, newly hired 
agents are promised they will be able to 
move from a duty location to another after 
a few years. Unfortunately, that just isn’t 
the case. Many are effectively stuck in a lo-
cation and end up leaving the agency alto-
gether out of frustration. Simply put, the 
lack of current employee engagement causes 
the Border Patrol to lose good agents, and 
consequentially, threatens the security of 
the border. 

I appreciate your leadership to protect the 
rights of federal employees and look forward 
to continuing to work with you to find a so-
lution. Thank you for your efforts and for 
considering our comments. 

With kindest regard I am, 
BRANDON JUDD, 

President, National Border Patrol Council 

THE NATIONAL TREASURY 
EMPLOYEES UNION, 

April 21, 2017. 
Hon. BENNIE THOMPSON, 
Ranking Member, Committee on Homeland Se-

curity, House of Representative, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR RANKING MEMBER THOMPSON: On be-
half of the 25,000 Customs and Border Protec-
tion (CBP) Officers and trade enforcement 
specialists at the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) who are stationed at 328 
land, sea and air ports of entry represented 
by the National Treasury Employees Union 
(NTEU), I am writing to thank you for intro-
ducing the ‘‘Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Morale, Recognition, Learning and En-
gagement Act of 2017’’ or the ‘‘DHS MORALE 
Act.’’ 

Low morale has been a consistent chal-
lenge at DHS. Factors that contribute to low 
morale are echoed in the 2016 Office of Per-
sonnel Management’s Federal Employee 
Viewpoint Survey. Though DHS has made 
some gains in 2016, it remains the lowest 
ranked large agency for employee engage-
ment, global satisfaction and inclusiveness. 

The DHS MORALE Act proposes to im-
prove morale within the DHS workforce by 
conferring new responsibilities to the Chief 
Human Capital Officer, establishing an em-
ployee engagement steering committee, re-
quiring action plans and authorizing an an-
nual employee award program. 

Even though the major factors contrib-
uting to low morale at CBP ports of entry 
are insufficient staffing and resources, the 
provisions in the DHS MORALE Act will 
help address non-staffing issues that affect 
employee morale by improving frontline em-
ployee engagement and establishing an an-
nual awards program that emphasizes hon-
oring non-supervisory employees. Impor-
tantly, your bill ensures that the perspective 
of frontline employees is considered by, and 
fully integrated into the Department’s work-
force activities. 

NTEU greatly appreciates your leadership 
on this important issue and stands ready to 
work with you to pass this legislation. 

Sincerely, 
ANTHONY M. REARDON, 

National President. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. My 
legislation sends a positive message to 
the DHS workforce that their contribu-
tions to the DHS mission are valued 
and they have not been forgotten as 
they endure new stresses and chal-
lenges under the Trump administra-
tion. 

My legislation is intended to advance 
greater employee engagement, leader-
ship development, and workforce plan-
ning at the Department of Homeland 
Security. This legislation seeks to 
equip DHS leaders, such as the Chief 
Human Capital Officer, with the nec-
essary tools to promote employee en-
gagement, learning, and morale. 

The MORALE Act was unanimously 
approved by the full committee on May 
3, and for good reason. It has wide bi-
partisan support. 

Given the criticality of the DHS mis-
sion and the increasingly scarce avail-
ability of resources, it is essential that 
the DHS workforce be prioritized, as 
they are responsible for carrying out a 
diverse range of programs to make our 
country safe. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of H.R. 
2283. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 

once again urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 2283, as amended. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-

ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, I rise in support of H.R. 2283, the ‘‘De-
partment of Homeland Security Morale, Rec-
ognition, Learning and Engagement Act,’’ 
which will amend the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002. 

This bill requires the Chief Human Capital 
Officer to develop and implement policies re-
lated to leadership development, employee 
engagement, and career progression. 

The CHCO must evaluate strategic work-
force planning efforts, identify methods for 
managing and overseeing human capital pro-
grams, and maintain a catalogue of available 
employee development opportunities. 

It is imperative that employees be aware of 
the opportunities available for them no matter 
what their current title or role may be. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will also authorize the 
Chief Learning and Engagement Officer to as-
sist the Chief Human Capital Officer on em-
ployee development and will also authorize 
the Employee Engagement Steering Com-
mittee. 

The Employee Engagement Steering Com-
mittee will be comprised of representatives 
from across the Department as well as rep-
resentatives from employee labor organiza-
tions. 

Having a committee that is representative of 
the Department’s workforce will ensure that a 
diverse voice is representative in any deci-
sions made that will affect employees. 

The Steering Committee will identify factors 
that have a negative impact on employee en-
gagement and morale and will monitor compo-
nents’ efforts in addressing morale. 

The Component heads are tasked with de-
veloping and implementing a component-spe-
cific action plan that addresses employee en-
gagement and advances the overall Depart-
ment action plan. 

This bill will authorize the Secretary to es-
tablish an annual employee awards program 
to recognize non-supervisory DHS employees 
who have made significant contributions to the 
Department. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will also require the 
Secretary to provide an independent assess-
ment of DHS programs to Congress. 

Congress must ensure that programs are 
working in the way that they were created to. 

This bill is endorsed by the National Border 
Patrol Council, the National Treasury Employ-
ees Union, and the American Federation of 
Government Employees. 

These organizations have recognized that 
this bill is a step forward in the right direction 
which helps employees of the Department 
have a higher morale. 

DHS was ranked low in best places to work 
in a recent poll conducted. 

Recognition and employee engagement is 
important to reduce turnover, improve team 
culture, and increase employee performance. 

I urge my colleagues to also support this bill 
and help create a Department of Homeland 
Security that is professional, efficient, effec-
tive, and employee friendly. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. RUTH-
ERFORD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2283, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

STREAMLINING DHS OVERHEAD 
ACT 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2190) to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Under 
Secretary for Management of the De-
partment of Homeland Security to 
make certain improvements in man-
aging the Department’s real property 
portfolio, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2190 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Stream-
lining DHS Overhead Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LONG TERM REAL PROPERTY STRATE-

GIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title VII of the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 341 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new sections: 
‘‘SEC. 710. CHIEF FACILITIES AND LOGISTICS OF-

FICER. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is a Chief Facili-

ties and Logistics Officer of the Department 
who shall report directly to the Under Sec-
retary for Management. The Chief Facilities 
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and Logistics Officer shall be career reserved 
for a member of the senior executive service. 

‘‘(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Chief Facili-
ties and Logistics Officer shall— 

‘‘(1) develop policies and procedures and 
provide program oversight to manage real 
property, facilities, personal property, mo-
bile assets, equipment, and other material 
resources of the Department; 

‘‘(2) manage and execute, in consultation 
with the component heads, mission support 
services within the National Capital Region 
for real property, facilities, and other com-
mon headquarters and field activities for the 
Department; and 

‘‘(3) provide tactical and transactional 
services for the Department, including trans-
portation, facility operations, and mainte-
nance. 
‘‘SEC. 711. LONG TERM REAL PROPERTY STRATE-

GIES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(1) FIRST STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this 
section, the Under Secretary for Manage-
ment shall develop an initial 5-year regional 
real property strategy for the Department 
that covers the five fiscal years immediately 
following such date of enactment. Such 
strategy shall be geographically organized, 
as designated by the Under Secretary for 
Management. 

‘‘(2) SECOND STRATEGY.—Not later than the 
first day of the fourth fiscal year covered by 
the first strategy under paragraph (1), the 
Under Secretary for Management shall de-
velop a second 5-year real property strategy 
for the Department that covers the five fis-
cal years immediately following the conclu-
sion of such first strategy. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) INITIAL STRATEGY.—The initial 5-year 

strategy developed in accordance with para-
graph (1) of subsection (a) shall— 

‘‘(A) identify opportunities to consolidate 
real property, optimize the usage of Federal 
assets, and decrease the number of commer-
cial leases and square footage within the De-
partment’s real property portfolio; 

‘‘(B) provide alternate housing and consoli-
dation plans to increase efficiency through 
joint use of Department spaces while de-
creasing the cost of leased space; 

‘‘(C) concentrate on geographical areas 
with a significant Department presence, as 
identified by the Under Secretary for Man-
agement; 

‘‘(D) examine the establishment of central 
Department locations in each such geo-
graphical region and the co-location of De-
partment components based on the mission 
sets and responsibilities of such components; 

‘‘(E) identify opportunities to reduce over-
head costs through co-location or consolida-
tion of real property interests or mission 
support activities, such as shared mail 
screening and processing, centralized trans-
portation and shuttle services, regional tran-
sit benefit programs, common contracting 
for custodial and other services, and 
leveraging strategic sourcing contracts and 
sharing of specialized facilities, such as 
training facilities and resources; 

‘‘(F) manage the current Department 
Workspace Standard for Office Space in ac-
cordance with the Department office work-
space design process to develop the most effi-
cient and effective spaces within the work-
space standard usable square foot ranges for 
all leased for office space entered into on or 
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, including the renewal of any leases for 
office space existing as of such date; 

‘‘(G) define, based on square footage, what 
constitutes a major real property acquisi-
tion; 

‘‘(H) prioritize actions to be taken to im-
prove the operations and management of the 

Department’s real property inventory, based 
on life-cycle cost estimations, in consulta-
tion with component heads; and 

‘‘(I) include any additional information de-
termined appropriate or relevant by the 
Under Secretary for Management. 

‘‘(2) SECOND STRATEGY.—The second 5-year 
strategy developed in accordance with para-
graph (2) of subsection (a) shall include in-
formation required in subparagraphs (A), (B), 
(C), (E), (F), (G), (H), and (I) of paragraph (1) 
and information on the effectiveness of im-
plementation efforts pursuant to the Depart-
ment-wide policy required in accordance 
with subsection (c), including— 

‘‘(A) the impact of such implementation on 
departmental operations and costs; and 

‘‘(B) the degree to which the Department 
established central Department locations 
and co-located Department components pur-
suant to the results of the examination re-
quired by subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1). 

‘‘(c) IMPLEMENTATION POLICIES.—Not later 
than 90 days after the development of each of 
the regional real property strategies devel-
oped in accordance with subsection (a), the 
Under Secretary for Management shall de-
velop or update, as applicable, a Depart-
ment-wide policy implementing such strate-
gies. 

‘‘(d) CERTIFICATIONS.—Subject to sub-
section (g)(3), the implementation policies 
developed pursuant to subsection (c) shall re-
quire component heads to certify to the 
Under Secretary for Management that such 
heads have complied with the requirements 
specified in subsection (b) before making any 
major real property decision or recommenda-
tion, as defined by the Under Secretary, in-
cluding matters related to new leased space, 
renewing any existing leases, or agreeing to 
extend or newly occupy any Federal space or 
new construction, in accordance with the ap-
plicable regional real property strategy de-
veloped in accordance with subsection (a). 

‘‘(e) UNDERUTILIZED SPACE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The implementing poli-

cies developed pursuant to subsection (c) 
shall require component heads, acting 
through regional property managers under 
subsection (f), to annually report to the 
Under Secretary for Management on under-
utilized space and identify space that may be 
made available for use, as applicable, by 
other components or Federal agencies. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—The Under Secretary for 
Management may grant an exception to the 
workspace standard usable square foot 
ranges described in subsection (b)(1)(F) for 
specific office locations at which a reduction 
or elimination of otherwise underutilized 
space would negatively impact a compo-
nent’s ability to execute its mission based on 
readiness performance measures or would in-
crease the cost of such space. 

‘‘(3) UNDERUTILIZED SPACE DEFINED.—In 
this subsection, the term ‘underutilized 
space’ means any space with respect to 
which utilization is greater than the work-
place standard usable square foot ranges pur-
suant to subsection (b)(1)(F). 

‘‘(f) COMPONENT RESPONSIBILITIES.— 
‘‘(1) REGIONAL PROPERTY MANAGERS.—Each 

component head shall identify a senior ca-
reer employee of each such component for 
each geographic region included in the re-
gional real property strategies developed in 
accordance with subsection (a) to serve as 
each such component’s regional property 
manager. Each such regional property man-
ager shall serve as a single point of contact 
for Department headquarters and other De-
partment components for all real property 
matters relating to each such component 
within the region in which each such compo-
nent is located, and provide data and any 
other support necessary for the DHS Re-
gional Mission Support Coordinator stra-

tegic asset and portfolio planning and execu-
tion. 

‘‘(2) DATA.—Regional property managers 
under paragraph (1) shall provide annually to 
the Under Secretary for Management, via a 
standardized and centralized system, data on 
each component’s real property holdings, as 
specified by the Undersecretary for Manage-
ment, including relating to underutilized 
space under subsection (e) (as such term is 
defined in such subsection), total square 
footage leased, annual cost, and total num-
ber of staff, for each geographic region in-
cluded in the regional real property strate-
gies developed in accordance with subsection 
(a). 

‘‘(g) ONGOING OVERSIGHT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary for 

Management shall monitor components’ ad-
herence to the regional real property strate-
gies developed in accordance with subsection 
(a) and the implementation policies devel-
oped pursuant to subsection (c). 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL REVIEW.—The Under Secretary 
for Management shall annually review the 
data submitted pursuant to subsection (f)(2) 
to ensure all underutilized space (as such 
term is defined in subsection (e)) is properly 
identified. 

‘‘(3) CERTIFICATION REVIEW.—The Under 
Secretary for Management shall review, and 
if appropriate, approve, component certifi-
cations under subsection (d) before such 
components may make any major real prop-
erty decision, including matters related to 
new leased space, renewing any existing 
leases, or agreeing to extend or newly occupy 
any Federal space or new construction, in 
accordance with the applicable regional real 
property strategy developed in accordance 
with subsection (a). 

‘‘(4) CONGRESSIONAL REPORTING.—The 
Under Secretary for Management shall annu-
ally provide information to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate, and the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department on the Department’s 
real property portfolio, including informa-
tion relating to the following: 

‘‘(A) A summary of the Department’s real 
property holdings in each region described in 
the regional strategies developed in accord-
ance with subsection (a), and for each such 
property, information including the total 
square footage leased, the total cost, the 
total number of staff at each such property, 
and the square foot per person utilization 
rate for office space (and whether or not such 
conforms with the workspace standard usa-
ble square foot ranges established pursuant 
to subsection (b)(1)(F)). 

‘‘(B) An accounting of all underutilized 
space (as such term is defined in subsection 
(e)). 

‘‘(C) An accounting of all instances in 
which the Department or its components 
consolidated their real property holdings or 
co-located with another entity within the 
Department. 

‘‘(D) A list of all certifications provided 
pursuant to subsection (d) and all such cer-
tifications approved pursuant to paragraph 
(3) of this subsection. 

‘‘(5) INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEW.—Not later 
than 120 days after the last day of the fifth 
fiscal year covered in each of the initial and 
second regional real property strategies de-
veloped in accordance with subsection (a), 
the Inspector General of the Department 
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shall review the information submitted pur-
suant to paragraph (4) and issue findings re-
garding the effectiveness of the implementa-
tion of the Department-wide policy and over-
sight efforts of the management of real prop-
erty facilities, personal property, mobile as-
sets, equipment and the Department’s other 
material resources as required under this 
section.’’. 

(b) REPORTING.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall submit to the Committee 
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate copies of the regional strategies 
developed in accordance with section 710(a) 
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as 
added by subsection (a) of this section) not 
later than 90 days after the date of the devel-
opment of each such strategy. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 709 the fol-
lowing new items: 
‘‘Sec. 710. Chief Facilities and Logistics Offi-

cer. 
‘‘Sec. 711. Long term real property strate-

gies.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include any extraneous ma-
terial on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 2190, the Streamlining 
DHS Overhead Act. 

Despite being the Nation’s third larg-
est Federal department, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security continues 
to struggle with challenges from its in-
tegration of 22 different Federal de-
partments and agencies. 

One example of these challenges is 
the Department’s management of its 
real estate portfolio. DHS pays $2 bil-
lion a year to occupy more than 100 
million square feet of space. Weak in-
ternal oversight and a lack of property 
management processes have further in-
tensified the problem. 

Collaboration and coordination is im-
portant in these instances, and doing 
nothing has led to a footprint larger 
than what DHS needs to carry out its 
mission. 

This legislation directly addresses 
these challenges by mandating the de-
velopment of regional real property 
strategies that focus on consolidating 
leases, where appropriate, to the mis-
sion. It also gives the Under Secretary 
for Management oversight tools to en-
sure DHS property is being managed ef-
ficiently. 

Another important part of this legis-
lation is its outlining of responsibil-
ities for the Chief Facilities and Logis-
tics Officer to achieve cost savings. 

As we have seen from the 2-year ma-
jority staff investigation, increased ac-
countability and promoting efficiency 
is needed so DHS can more effectively 
use its resources to focus on its mis-
sion of securing the homeland while 
also saving taxpayer funds. 

Improving the Department’s oper-
ation and promoting efficiencies within 
its real property portfolio is an issue 
that both sides of the aisle and the De-
partment should be able to work to-
gether on. 

H.R. 2190 is commonsense legislation. 
I urge my colleagues’ support. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1915 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2190, the Streamlining DHS Overhead 
Act. Each year, the Department of 
Homeland Security spends nearly one- 
fourth of its entire budget on acquisi-
tions. 

DHS has a vast and diversified port-
folio of assets and real property. Given 
the importance of these assets to DHS’ 
mission, it is essential that DHS man-
age its real property investments effi-
ciently and effectively. This legislation 
establishes a chief facilities and logis-
tics officer to not only oversee real 
property, but to seek efficiencies in 
how the properties are managed. 

H.R. 2190 also requires a 5-year re-
gional real property strategy to help 
decisionmakers pinpoint opportunities 
to reduce overhead costs through co-lo-
cation or consolidation efforts. This bi-
partisan bill was approved unani-
mously by the Committee on Homeland 
Security on May 3. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I urge pas-
sage of H.R. 2190, Streamlining DHS 
Overhead Act. Enactment of this legis-
lation conveys our interest in ensuring 
that the Department makes smart 
choices when it comes to managing its 
vast real estate property portfolio. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
2190, as amended, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. RUTH-
ERFORD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2190, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AWARD 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise tonight to recognize George 
Logothetis, the CEO and chairman of 
the Libra Group, a private organization 
based in my congressional district that 
is dedicated to bolstering local commu-
nities through educational and busi-
ness programs. 

George is a visionary who recognizes 
the value of promoting startup busi-
nesses as a catalyst for financial self- 
sufficiency, economic development, 
and job creation. In 2015, George cre-
ated the American Entrepreneurship 
Award, a nonprofit with one goal in 
mind: to make free enterprise acces-
sible to every underserved community 
across our Nation. 

This Friday, June 23, George will 
host AEA’s annual awards ceremony in 
our home city of Miami, where George 
will announce the winners of the 2017 
Business Plan Competition from Miami 
and the Bronx. The awardees will re-
ceive a cash prize as well as vital con-
sultation and mentorship to get their 
new business ventures off the ground. 

I would like to thank George for his 
leadership in promoting innovation, 
and I look forward to his future suc-
cess, as well as the AEA’s. 

f 

THE SENATE’S SECRET 
HEALTHCARE BILL 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, the healthcare bill the Senate lead-
ership is writing has not been subjected 
to any public hearings or debate and, 
to this day, the contents of the bill re-
main a secret. This bill is being written 
by 13 men—Republican men. And be-
cause it is being written in secret, only 
those in the room have a say. 

Under normal circumstances, every 
Senator would have the chance to read 
and debate a bill, just as we had in the 
House. But these are not normal cir-
cumstances. 

As that secret committee reshapes 
our healthcare system behind closed 
doors, no woman has a seat at the 
table, no Democrat has a seat at the 
table, and 77 percent of Americans do 
not have a Senator at the table. 

The Senate leadership has deprived 
nearly 250 million Americans of rep-
resentation in the writing of this 
healthcare bill because they thought 
no one would notice. They will be prov-
en wrong. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALZHEIMER’S AND 
BRAIN AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Alzheimer’s and 
Brain Awareness Month. Alzheimer’s is 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:00 Jun 21, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00040 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A20JN7.039 H20JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4985 June 20, 2017 
the sixth-leading cause of death in the 
United States, and more than 5 million 
Americans are currently living with it. 
Every 66 seconds, someone in the 
United States cultivates the disease. 

This disease is not only deadly, but it 
is also costly. Alzheimer’s, as well as 
other forms of dementia, cost the Na-
tion roughly $259 billion annually. 

Our communities are stepping up. 
Last year, I joined the Walk 2 End Alz-
heimer’s event at Target Field, where 
more than 12,000 people turned out for 
the cause. It is this passion that has 
led to initiatives like the Alzheimer’s 
Breakthrough Act, of which I am a co-
sponsor. This is an important step in 
finding a cure through the forming of 
public-private partnerships to pursue 
different and new research opportuni-
ties. 

Mr. Speaker, we are at a reflection 
point—an important reflection point 
for Alzheimer’s research. The more 
commitment we put forward, the more 
progress that we will make in finding a 
cure. While we have made significant 
progress, we will not be satisfied until 
a cure has been found. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ST. PETE 
PRIDE PARADE 

(Mr. CRIST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the St. Pete Pride Parade 
for the significance to Pinellas County, 
Florida, and our LGBTQ community. 

Every June, for the past 15 years, the 
St. Pete Pride Parade has brightened 
the streets of my hometown, leaving 
joy, love, and equality in its wake. It 
has become one of the largest pride 
celebrations in the country, hosting 
over 200,000 attendees last year alone; 
all possible, thanks to our large, di-
verse LGBTQ community and city 
leadership that understands this com-
munity as a source of our strength. 

As we mark 1 year since the 49 souls 
were taken from us at the Pulse Night-
club in Orlando, this pride is much 
more than a celebration. It is a vibrant 
act of strength for a community that 
has endured persecution simply for 
being who they are and who they love. 

As St. Pete looks forward to the cele-
bration this weekend, I wish the com-
munity happy pride. Be loud and be 
proud because we are proud of you. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF PAUL 
LYSKAVA 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the professional accomplishments of 
Paul Lyskava, who has served dili-
gently as the executive director of the 
Pennsylvania Forest Products Associa-
tion since 2002. 

Paul has been instrumental in work-
ing closely with members of the forest 
products industry. Even through a re-
cession, Paul worked to put the Com-
monwealth in a good position. Today, 
Pennsylvania is the leading hardwood 
lumber producing State in the Nation. 

In 2015, Paul was the recipient of the 
Joseph T. Rothrock Conservationist of 
the Year Award, which recognizes ac-
tions and service that contribute to the 
continued conservation of Pennsylva-
nia’s forest resources in the spirit of 
Pennsylvania Forestry Association 
founder, Joseph T. Rothrock. 

Never before has the award been pre-
sented to an individual that served in a 
capacity at all similar to Paul’s. For 
the 4 years before he took the helm at 
the Pennsylvania Forest Products As-
sociation, Paul served as the executive 
director of the Pennsylvania Hard-
woods Development Council. 

On behalf of the people of Pennsyl-
vania, I want to recognize Paul for all 
he has done for the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

We are deeply grateful for your dedi-
cation and knowledge, Paul. Thank 
you, my friend. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Mr. TED LIEU of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in recognition of World 
Refugee Day. 

We are facing the worst refugee crisis 
in history, with over 65 million refu-
gees; half of them are children. 

When I served on Active Duty in the 
U.S. Air Force, I participated in Oper-
ation Pacific Haven. The U.S. military 
went into northern Iraq. We extracted 
thousands of Kurdish refugees, brought 
them to Andersen Air Force Base in 
Guam, and then sent most of them to 
the United States. We saved their lives, 
and, to this day, the Kurds remain one 
of America’s strongest allies. 

Helping refugees is not only the 
moral thing to do; it helps our national 
security. That is why I am honored to 
introduce bipartisan legislation with 
Representative ROS-LEHTINEN to pro-
mote the health, safety, and well-being 
of refugees. 

f 

LITTLE KIM THE TERRORIST 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
North Korea released Otto Warmbier 
last week after 17 months of imprison-
ment and torture. Otto returned home 
in a coma, never again to speak or see 
his parents. Yesterday, he died—mur-
dered, actually—from brain damage be-
cause of the Korean beatings that he 
endured. 

North Korea had humiliated Otto for 
allegedly stealing a pro-government 
placard, forcing him to publicly beg for 

forgiveness. Now, these are the tactics 
of terrorists. 

We need to ramp up the pressure on 
North Korea. Three other Americans 
are still being held in North Korea for 
apparent political reasons. We must 
prioritize saving their lives. 

It is time to call it like it is: des-
ignate North Korea as a state sponsor 
of terrorism. Doing so would isolate 
the country and publicly categorize 
North Korea with many other rogue 
nations. 

The House has already passed my bill 
to designate North Korea as a state 
sponsor of terrorism. Now the Senate 
needs to do the same. 

Little Kim has American blood on his 
hands. Give him and his outlaw regime 
the designation it deserves, a terrorist 
state. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

TRUMPCARE IS FUNDAMENTALLY 
FLAWED 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, when 
President Trump calls your healthcare 
legislation mean and coldhearted, you 
know that it is time to reconsider your 
approach to the Nation’s healthcare 
system. The President was referring, of 
course, to the House-passed TrumpCare 
legislation, which pulls the rug from 
under millions of Americans, raising 
their costs, gutting their protections, 
and, for many, taking away their cov-
erage. 

And while we do not know the extent 
of the damage the Senate Republicans’ 
secret health bill would cause, we do 
know its consequences would be disas-
trous. We do know, for instance, that 
the Senate Republicans plan to gut es-
sential health benefits and destroy the 
Medicaid expansion. 

TrumpCare is fundamentally flawed. 
Higher costs, less coverage, fewer pro-
tections, that is the gift from the Re-
publican Party to the American people. 
The bill would also destroy millions of 
jobs—nearly 14,000 jobs in my State of 
New Jersey next year alone. 

TrumpCare is an ugly bill being ad-
vanced through an ugly process. Senate 
Republicans can hide the details from 
their bill, but they cannot hide that 
simple fact from the American people. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor World Refugee Day, a 
day that is very special to the famous 
city of Utica, New York, in the heart of 
the 22nd Congressional District, a place 
that I have represented and lived my 
entire life. 

Utica was recognized recently as the 
home to refugees, and I am so honored 
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to be a part of this great tradition in 
Utica. 

In quite an unusual portion of my 
background, I had the opportunity to 
spend time in the former Yugoslavia. I 
also was the sole employee at the 
former Yugoslav Consulate before the 
tragic war in Yugoslavia, which broke 
the country up in the early nineties. 

As a part of my commitment to and 
interest in the people from Yugoslavia, 
I was instrumental in helping bring a 
huge number of Bosnian refugees to 
Utica, New York, back in the early 
nineties and into the late nineties. And 
I am so pleased that I was able to have 
the opportunity, with my family busi-
ness, to create the very first Bosnian 
newspaper in Utica, known as Mostovi, 
which means bridges in Bosnian. 

Today, the Bosnian refugees make up 
one of the largest, if not the largest, 
Bosnian refugee communities in the 
Nation. They have done a wonderful 
job in Utica in successfully starting 
businesses and contributing greatly to 
our community, along with many other 
refugees. 

I just wanted to take this moment to 
recognize Utica and to thank our tre-
mendous Bosnian refugees for their 
contributions to our Nation and espe-
cially to our community because with-
out them, we would never see the pros-
perity and the growth that we have 
seen in our small-business community 
from their ingenuity and their kind-
ness and their generosity to us. 

f 
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SUPPORT OUR REFUGEES 
(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, the United States has been a leader 
welcoming refugees for decades. Refu-
gees seek our shores to escape war, po-
litical and religious persecution, and 
sometimes fear of imminent death. 
People flee danger seeking refuge and 
safety. As Americans, we should be the 
last to perpetuate an environment that 
causes refugees to live in a state of fear 
and terror right here in America. 

I represent the residents of 
Clarkston, Georgia. As a refugee reset-
tlement hub, Clarkston is often re-
ferred to as the most diverse square 
mile in America. Clarkston’s refugees 
have established themselves as tax-
payers; they have started thriving 
businesses; and 91 percent obtain jobs 
and become completely self-sufficient 
within 6 months of arriving in the U.S. 

The great diversity and cultural rich-
ness that they bring to our commu-
nities has made the Fourth District a 
better place to live, work, and play. 
Today we show our support for refu-
gees. Today we should all stand to send 
a message that we will continue our 
work to support refugees as they con-
tinue to boost local economies and con-
tribute to our communities with their 
unique and enriching cultures. 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, right now 
we are facing one of the greatest hu-
manitarian crises of our time. The 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees has reported that over 65 mil-
lion people are currently displaced due 
to war, famine, persecution, or human 
rights violations. That is why, on 
World Refugee Day, we must resist the 
urge to close our doors when the 
world’s most vulnerable need our sup-
port. 

As a cornerstone of American global 
humanitarian leadership for nearly 
four decades, the United States’ ref-
ugee program has resettled more than 3 
million refugees. I was honored to wel-
come one of these refugees as my guest 
for President Trump’s joint session to 
Congress earlier this year. 

Bothina Matar and her family were 
forced out of their home in Syria, and 
after spending months in a Jordanian 
camp, were resettled in Dallas, Texas. 
Following a rigorous vetting process, 
the al Sharaa family successfully re-
settled, and they are rebuilding their 
lives while contributing greatly to our 
country and economy, just like refu-
gees before them. 

Our country is a welcoming place 
where we can both protect the Amer-
ican people and extend our hand to peo-
ple who need it. Let us not forget that 
fact, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, on World Refugee Day, to share 
some facts on the United States Ref-
ugee Resettlement Program. 

America’s Refugee Resettlement Pro-
gram is a small but powerful humani-
tarian expression of American values 
and founding principles. And just as 
important, it makes us safer. 

Refugees go through vetting that is 
already extreme. If there is any doubt 
about a refugee’s identity, he or she is 
not admitted. The process is so rig-
orous, there hasn’t been a single fatal 
terrorist attack carried out by a ref-
ugee in the United States since the 
Refugee Act became law in 1980. 

Americans across our great country 
support resettlement. America’s faith 
communities are leading the call for 
America to stand by her principles and 
shelter the fleeing victims of our en-
emies, including the Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of Albany in my own 
20th District of New York. That is be-
cause it speaks directly to American 
values of strength, inclusiveness, and 
compassion. 

New Yorkers have played a vital role 
in the resettlement program, and refu-
gees are positively contributing to 

communities across New York State 
and beyond. The United States Com-
mittee for Refugees and Immigrants’ 
Albany field office has helped resettle 
refugees from Afghanistan, from 
Burma, Iraq, Ukraine, and the Congo, 
just to name a few. Some of these refu-
gees are single mothers seeking a bet-
ter life for themselves and their chil-
dren; others are families fleeing war 
and persecution. 

We have the strength, the means, and 
the capacity to welcome these refugees 
with open arms. Let us stand with 
these huddled masses and remain a 
beacon of freedom around the world. 

f 

ELIMINATE NEW YORK STATE 
MEDICAID MANDATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. FASO) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker and my col-

leagues, I rise this evening with my 
colleagues from upstate New York to 
discuss a matter that is extraor-
dinarily important to all of the people 
throughout New York State, but par-
ticularly to those who reside in New 
York State outside of New York City. 

New York State is one of the few 
States in America that requires a por-
tion of its share of Medicaid costs, 
which is healthcare for the poor and 
the elderly, its share of Medicaid costs 
to be paid by local property taxpayers. 
It has now been 51 years that New York 
State, since the days of Governor Nel-
son Rockefeller, that New York State 
imposed this incredibly onerous burden 
on the local property taxpayers in our 
State. 

In fact, in the entire United States of 
America, there is approximately $9.5 
billion being spent by local govern-
ments on Medicaid costs which, in vir-
tually every other State, are paid for 
by the State government—$9.5 billion. 
But in New York State, our taxpayers 
pay $7.2 billion of that $9.5 billion in 
Medicaid costs mandated by New York 
State, mandated by Albany. 

This is an outrageous burden. The 
county property taxpayers—those are 
homeowners and commercial property 
taxpayers in our State—pay over $2.2 
billion each year in property taxes, in 
mandated costs, over which the county 
governments have no control whatso-
ever. 

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, I rise, and I 
am pleased to have organized this Spe-
cial Order with my colleagues from 
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New York State, to discuss this dire 
situation that our taxpayers endure 
and what our recommended solution is. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and I 
were successful in including in the 
American Health Care Act a provision 
which would, as of 2020, eliminate the 
ability of Albany to impose this burden 
on local homeowners and commercial 
property taxpayers. It would improve 
the real estate values in our State. It 
would be one more reason for people to 
stay in New York rather than to flee 
New York. 

The thing that I hear from people 
over and over again in my district, in 
the 19th District in the Catskills and 
the Hudson Valley of New York, is 
their kids and grandchildren are being 
driven out of State because there are 
no jobs, and they are being driven out 
of State by high property taxes. 

One of the reasons for those high 
property taxes is the New York State 
Medicaid mandate. So, with Mr. COL-
LINS, Mr. REED, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. 
ZELDIN, and Ms. STEFANIK, we were suc-
cessful in including in the American 
Health Care Act a provision which 
would, as of 2020, eliminate this burden 
on local homeowners and require Al-
bany to do what other States, the 49 
other States, do, which is to take con-
trol of its own Medicaid system and 
not impose these burdens on the coun-
ties. 

Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, you 
can see in the 11 counties that I rep-
resent in the Mid-Hudson and in the 
Catskills of New York State, over $224 
million a year is coming out of home-
owners’ pockets, coming out of com-
mercial real estate owners’ pockets and 
going to pay for Albany’s costs. We are 
ending that as of 2020 under the provi-
sion in the legislation that I have au-
thored with Mr. COLLINS, Ms. TENNEY, 
Mr. REED, Mr. ZELDIN, and Ms. 
STEFANIK because we know that this 
burden is unjust and it is uncalled for. 

So, Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, I 
am delighted at this time to yield to 
the gentleman from western New York 
(Mr. REED), from the Southern Tier. 

Mr. REED. Well, I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding, and I thank the 
gentlemen, Mr. FASO and Mr. COLLINS, 
for their leadership on this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, in my district, the 23rd 
Congressional District, where we sit on 
the border of the State of Pennsyl-
vania, when you talk about the tax 
burden that is placed on my hard-
working residents that are struggling, 
that are trying to pay utility bills, 
that are trying to pay for food to put 
on their tables, that are trying to take 
care of their families and put their kids 
through school, when you talk about a 
tax burden that is driven by the Med-
icaid shift in New York State to the 
local level, at our county level—a very 
unique circumstance across the coun-
try—to the tune of $145 million a year 
in each of the counties I represent, 
that type of burden is not sustainable. 

I thank the leadership of Mr. FASO 
and Mr. COLLINS for looking for a solu-

tion in the American Health Care Act 
that will alleviate this, that will once 
and for all shift this burden from our 
hardworking citizens, our hardworking 
taxpayers in western New York back to 
where it belongs: to our State capital, 
our State capital where they have 
mandated, under the Federal Medicaid 
program, essentially every optional 
service that is authorized under the 
program; where you see numbers in 
New York State where we spend ap-
proximately $4,000 per enrollee versus 
California, another State that has in-
vested tremendously in expanding Med-
icaid and Medicaid services, at $2,500; 
where you see reports that in New 
York State our average costs are 44 
percent, in New York State, under 
Medicaid spending than the national 
average. 

And then you look at small things 
that do add up: taxi services that are 
reimbursed under Medicaid in New 
York State to the tune of $2.20 a mile. 
Mr. Speaker, every hardworking resi-
dent in my district that is watching to-
night knows that if they go to submit 
a mileage reimbursement to their em-
ployer or they go and try to get reim-
bursement from their local government 
that they work at, they are getting 55 
cents or maybe 53.5 cents. That money 
adds up. 

You also see a Medicaid program in 
New York that is ripe with waste, 
fraud, and abuse; and by putting that 
$145 million tax burden on our local 
taxpayers, our counties cannot address 
that waste, fraud, and abuse. That can 
only be done in our State capital. So I 
think it is only right that we put the 
burden on our State capital, who has 
the authority, the flexibility, and the 
ability to address these issues, to have 
to deal with this burden at the same 
time they can implement solutions. 

If our Governor so chooses to make 
this type of waste, fraud, and abuse 
rampant through Medicaid, that is his 
choice. But he shouldn’t put it on our 
backs, our local residents’ backs, to 
the tune of $145 million of taxpayer 
dollars that they have no ability to ad-
dress at the local level. 

I also remember, vividly, a story 
from one of our first responders, an 
Olean firefighter who came in and 
talked about him being part of 
ObamaCare ambulance service where 
they would pick up individuals who 
would call for services and claim to be 
experiencing a medical emergency; and 
then as they delivered the patient to 
the hospital, that same patient would 
refuse service at the ER so they could 
go to the mall across the street—a ride 
in an ambulance that is paid for by our 
hardworking residents in western New 
York. 

We are generous people. We don’t 
mind helping people out. But when you 
put a burden like this on our backs and 
you don’t give us the flexibility and 
ability to address these concerns, that 
is wrong. And what this amendment 
does, and I am proud to support it and 
stand here with my colleagues, is right 

this wrong once and for all and put the 
burden where it needs to be: in our 
State capital. Let our Governor own 
this and, hopefully, wise up and deal 
with it at that level and take this bur-
den off our hardworking taxpayers. 

Thank you, Mr. FASO and Mr. COL-
LINS for this leadership, and we are 
wholeheartedly behind you. 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. 
REED. I think he raises a very timely 
and very good point. 

The fact is the level of government 
that designs the program, that confers 
the benefit, that says who is eligible 
should also be the level of government 
that has to go to its citizens and say: 
‘‘Here is why we need to raise the rev-
enue to pay for that benefit.’’ 

b 1945 

But, indeed, what New York does is 
wholly different. What New York does 
is they simply say: Here is the benefit, 
and we are going to shift part of the 
cost of that benefit to taxpayers at the 
local level, to the homeowners and to 
the property taxpayers, and their coun-
ty governments have nothing to say 
over how that program is run or oper-
ated or administered. They just have to 
send the bill to Albany once a month. 

This is what we are seeking to ad-
dress. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. COLLINS) who is 
from Erie County. 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today as a proud co-
sponsor of the Property Tax Reduction 
Act introduced by my colleague and 
friend from New York, Representative 
JOHN FASO. 

I am committed to working to pro-
vide tax relief to my constituents, 
which is why Representative FASO and 
I worked to include a similar measure 
in the Affordable Health Care Act, and 
I urge the Senate and Leader MCCON-
NELL to include that measure in their 
healthcare bill. 

The State of New York saddles its 
residents with the highest overall tax 
burden in the Nation. A main driver of 
this hardship remains New York’s per-
sistently exorbitant local property 
taxes, which are a symptom of irre-
sponsible governing from Albany. Gov-
ernor Cuomo continues to rely on New 
York counties to foot the bill for New 
York State’s outrageous Cadillac Med-
icaid plan, which costs each recipient 
44 percent more than the national aver-
age. 

The Governor essentially runs up a 
tab and then demands that the coun-
ties find a way to pay the bill. This is 
an unconscionable shift of cost. The en-
tity of government that spends tax-
payers’ money should be the entity 
that pays the bill. Instead, Governor 
Cuomo wants this scheme to continue 
shielding his outrageous spending and 
keeping his actions from public scru-
tiny. The Governor’s sleight of hand 
costs the eight counties I represent 
over $470 million a year and my home 
county of Erie almost $204 million a 
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year—nearly 83 percent of the total 
county property tax. 

The Property Tax Reduction Act will 
end this outrageous cost shift, hold 
Governor Cuomo accountable for the 
State’s Medicaid spending, and deliver 
much-needed tax relief to the hard-
working taxpayers in my district. 

I want to thank my friend and col-
league, Mr. FASO, for introducing this 
bill, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it. 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
Mr. COLLINS’ strong support. As a 
former county executive in Erie Coun-
ty, you had that experience of having 
to write the check every month to Al-
bany for a program and services that 
you had no control over. I very much 
appreciate it. 

One of the ironies here is that New 
York State, with 19 million people, 
spends more on its Medicaid system 
than Texas and Florida combined. 
Those two States have more than dou-
ble our population, yet we spend more 
than those two States—Texas and Flor-
ida—combined. It is no wonder so many 
New Yorkers have fled to places like 
Texas and Florida through the years. 

So I appreciate Mr. COLLINS’ con-
sistent leadership on this issue from 
the time the gentleman was the county 
executive in Erie County. 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. We 
should put it into perspective because 
New York spends too much on every-
thing. Florida now has more people 
than New York. Florida’s entire budget 
is $80 billion a year for more than 20 
million people. New York, with fewer 
people, has a budget of $160 billion— 
you almost can’t make this up—double 
Florida. 

Now, a point that I have tried to 
make when you see what the position 
of New York is, there was a day New 
York had 45 Members of Congress. Con-
gress is apportioned by population. 
Today, we have fallen from 45 to 27. We 
have lost 40 percent of our representa-
tion in New York because of the high 
tax burden. And I know, as sure as I am 
standing here, we are going to lose an-
other seat, possibly two, in the Census 
coming up in 2020. 

Now, contrast to Florida that doesn’t 
have an income tax and has much 
lower property taxes, half of the budget 
of New York. When we had 45, they had 
7 Members of Congress—45 versus 7. 
Today, they also have 27. In the next 
Census, they are going to grow from 28 
to 29. You almost can’t make this up. 
Certainly the property tax burden is a 
big thing that drives these people out 
of New York State. 

They want to live there. People want 
their kids to be there. There was a day 
in Erie County—and I was the county 
executive—we had 1.25 million people 
in Erie County in 1972, 1973. We are 
down to 900,000. Forget about relative 
growth. We have actually lost 25 per-
cent of our absolute population over 
the last 40 years because of the high 
tax burden in New York, so much so, 
they coined the phrase of our airport. 

They called it the Runway of Tears be-
cause the parents were watching their 
children and grandchildren fly off to 
Florida, to North Carolina, and to 
other States where there were jobs and 
opportunities—the Runway of Tears. 

So anything we can do to help reduce 
that tax burden in New York and to let 
our kids come home and be able to af-
ford to live in New York State, maybe 
one day again we will be the Empire 
State. 

So I thank the gentleman for his 
leadership on this. Certainly I am 
going to be fighting side by side with 
the gentleman and the other New 
Yorkers to get this through. 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for his support. 

The fact of the matter is that New 
York has driven away so many people. 
In my 19th Congressional District, 
every single county has lost population 
in the last 5 years. School district pop-
ulations are down 30, 40 percent. Part 
of the reason is because of a lack of 
jobs and high property taxes. What we 
are simply saying is there should be ac-
countability. 

When I ran for office last year, I 
promised the people of my district that 
I would introduce a measure, because 
then people would say: how can the 
Federal Government get involved in 
this question? 

The reason is because the Federal 
law authorized the States to impose 
part of their costs on the counties or 
on the local governments. The fact is 
that only New York State did it to the 
degree that New York did. That is why 
it is going to require us to amend the 
Federal legislation to preclude New 
York from doing this. 

We are giving Albany 21⁄2 years to re-
form their program, to eliminate 
waste, and to make other priorities in 
its spending. There is no reason for 
cuts to hospitals or nursing homes, as 
Governor Cuomo has alleged falsely. 
What he needs to do is take full respon-
sibility for this program, as most of 
the Governors in the 49 other States 
do, and then we will be able to relieve 
this burden on our local homeowners. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the distin-
guished gentlewoman from New York 
(Ms. TENNEY), who was also elected 
with me in 2016, for her comments on 
this important matter. 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman FASO for his leadership, 
and also for the great comments from 
Congressman COLLINS in the western 
New York district and for coming up 
with this really great piece of legisla-
tion. 

It is no secret that New York resi-
dents pay among the highest taxes in 
the Nation. Combined State and local 
taxes consume over 13 percent of the 
average household income. 

Decades of tax-and-spend policies 
have depleted the wallets of hard-
working middle class families and 
forced many small businesses—includ-
ing family farms; once a tradition in 
New York—into closure, and driven 

lifelong residents out of our State in 
record numbers forever. These burden-
some taxes, coupled with crushing reg-
ulations, have led to the worst business 
climate in the country. Small busi-
nesses, which create over 70 percent of 
the new jobs, face the threat of extinc-
tion in New York. 

Year after year, New York continues 
to be ranked the highest in out-migra-
tion in the entire Nation. Nearly 200,000 
people have left the Empire State, and 
two of the worst hit regions—the Mo-
hawk Valley and the southern tier—are 
located in the 22nd District. Addition-
ally, the two largest cities in our dis-
trict—Utica and Binghamton—are 
ranked last and second to last in eco-
nomic growth. 

Hardworking families and our job 
creators desperately need tax relief. 
That is why I am working with the 
New York delegation and the Repub-
lican congressional delegation to lead 
the charge by cosponsoring the Prop-
erty Tax Reduction Act sponsored by 
Mr. FASO and Mr. COLLINS and cospon-
sored by the rest of us. 

As a note, I would just like to men-
tion that, as a former member of the 
State assembly, I did sponsor legisla-
tion very similar to the type of relief 
being proposed in this wonderful piece 
of legislation known as the Property 
Tax Reduction Act. That legislation 
was cosponsored in a bipartisan way 
with Democrats who also recognized 
the need to change the paradigm in 
New York State. 

The Property Tax Reduction Act will 
bring the largest local mandate relief 
initiative to my area in my lifetime, 
potentially saving the taxpayers in the 
22nd District more than $167 million 
annually in unfunded State Medicaid 
mandates. This bill relieves county 
governments from the burden forced 
upon them by Albany bureaucrats led 
by our Governor. 

Currently, in New York State, the 
law requires approximately $2.3 billion, 
as was mentioned earlier, that is taken 
from our local county governments and 
given to the State for the Medicaid 
program. This amounts to about $140 
million per week. 

In 2015, Oneida County was forced to 
divert more than 80 percent of the 
property tax levies to subsidize Alba-
ny’s bloated budgets. This amounts to 
$54.4 million annually in Oneida Coun-
ty losses every year to cover the cost 
of their share of Medicaid. 

In Broome County, more than half of 
the county’s $70 million in property tax 
revenue, about $37 million, was taken 
from the county last year and diverted 
to Albany—a loss of more than, as I 
said, $37 million. This is money that 
would otherwise go to reduce property 
taxes, fund our schools, make much- 
needed improvements to infrastruc-
ture, and support our first responders, 
among many other programs, that we 
need on a county level. 

Combined property and sales tax 
rates as a percentage of value rank 
many of New York’s counties among 
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the highest taxed counties in the Na-
tion, with Oneida County being ranked 
19 in the latest Tax Foundation survey. 
No other State in the country abuses 
its local governments and taxpayers 
quite like Albany does in order to fund 
its most expansive and really overly 
generous Medicaid programs in the Na-
tion. 

New York’s Medicaid program has 
the highest incidents of fraud, abuse, 
and waste in the country. If other 
States can provide high-quality 
healthcare to vulnerable citizens with-
out taking advantage of local tax-
payers, so can New York. The imposi-
tion of over $2.5 billion in Medicaid 
costs on to the counties is nearly seven 
times costlier than what counties in 
California pay, despite having higher 
enrollments and expenditures. 

The Property Tax Reduction Act re-
quires Governor Cuomo and the State 
to pay its full share of the Medicaid 
program that it should be paying in 
full and that it also forces on to the 
county and local governments. 

This bill does not propose cuts to the 
programs in the 22nd District. Rather, 
it requires Albany to put its fiscal 
house in order. It requires Albany to 
take stock of the money that it has 
been using, sending these unfunded 
mandates to our strapped local govern-
ments. 

This legislation, as the sponsor has 
indicated, gives the State ample time 
to realign the budget, to rein in out-of- 
control spending, and to give the tax-
payers relief once and for all at the 
county level. 

If Governor Cuomo chooses to hurt 
the citizens by slashing programs that 
upstate New Yorkers want and need 
with a mammoth State budget that 
was over $152 billion this year for fiscal 
year 2017, that is his choice, not some-
thing that has been brought on by that 
act. His failed leadership continues to 
produce budgets laden with unconstitu-
tional executive pork and wasteful 
spending. 

In fact, let’s just take a look at a 
couple of the items. Over $370 million 
in Albany’s budget these past few years 
was spent on the corrupt and mis-
managed StartUP New York program, 
which produced only one-third of the 
promised jobs. Over $1.3 billion in tax 
breaks have been handed over to Holly-
wood filmmakers in the last 2 years. In 
all, Albany spends over $8 billion in 
taxpayer money on a job-creation pro-
gram with little results to show for it. 

The bill will simply force the State 
to work over a period of several years 
to responsibly reduce the unfair and 
unreasonable Medicaid liability that 
has been forced on to our counties. Up-
state New York is in desperate need of 
property tax relief. 

This bill is the first step in making 
the relief a reality. County executives 
and local governments across the State 
have voiced their support of this legis-
lation. 

While hardworking families struggle, 
Albany sits idly by. That is why we are 

taking the lead on the Federal level to 
help revive our region and bring busi-
ness and people back to beautiful up-
state New York. By giving county gov-
ernments a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to reduce property taxes, this 
bill will save millions of dollars and 
hard-earned tax dollars for working 
families. 

On behalf of the 22nd District, I just 
want to thank my colleagues for really 
taking the effort to bring this to the 
floor and showing true leadership in 
the face of difficult circumstances in 
finding a real solution, a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity for all of us as tax-
payers in New York to finally have 
some relief, to grow our business com-
munity, and to find some kind of dyna-
mism in our economy. I thank again 
the sponsors, Mr. FASO and Mr. COL-
LINS. 
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Mr. FASO. I appreciate the gentle-
woman’s remarks and her strong sup-
port for this reform measure. 

I would also point out that a 2015 re-
port from the New York State Comp-
troller indicated $513 million in im-
proper payments in the Medicaid pro-
gram were identified. In the same re-
port, the Comptroller questioned an ad-
ditional $361 million in transactions 
that would require agency actions to 
reduce costs or recover funds. 

In the past decade, the Office of In-
spector General for the Federal Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
found 10 specific instances in which 
New York State received improper 
Federal Medicaid payments in excess of 
$50 million, with six of those instances 
each exceeding over $170 million 
apiece. 

So there is a lot of room in the New 
York State Medicaid program to re-
duce improper payments and outright 
fraud that we have seen. I know my 
colleague, Ms. TENNEY, from her expe-
rience in the State legislature, has 
seen firsthand what was going on with 
New York State’s Medicaid system. 

Part of the reason this has occurred 
is because Albany was able to spend 
someone else’s money. The old iron 
rule of government and the iron rule of 
family budget is that it is always easi-
er to spend someone else’s money. 
What Albany has been doing for 51 
years has been shifting part of its Med-
icaid responsibility from the State 
level down to the local level, and so Al-
bany was less responsible. 

This wasn’t a Democrat or Repub-
lican thing, either. This happened 
under the Republican Governors. It 
happened under Democratic Governors. 
It is true, through the years, New York 
State has partially reduced the burden 
that was falling upon the county prop-
erty taxpayers, but they have never 
eliminated it. 

Do you know what? The leadership in 
Albany today shows no signs of ever 
taking steps to finally eliminate this. 

In Ms. TENNEY’s district, it is over 
$167 million a year in property tax re-

lief. In my district, it is over $224 mil-
lion. In Mr. COLLINS’ district, it is close 
to $400 million. In Nassau County, it is 
over $300 million; in Suffolk County, 
over $300 million; Westchester County, 
over $200 million. 

All throughout the State of New 
York, outside of New York City, the 
property taxpayers are being crushed. 
They are being driven away. Our jobs 
and our economy are being driven 
away, in part, because of Albany’s Med-
icaid mandate. 

We can change it by changing Fed-
eral law. That is what we are going to 
do. We have placed this provision in 
the healthcare legislation. It is my 
hope and expectation that it can be in-
cluded in the final legislation that is 
passed. But regardless, I know Ms. 
TENNEY, Mr. REED, Mr. COLLINS, Ms. 
STEFANIK, Mr. ZELDIN, and the rest of 
us will be fighting very hard to make 
sure that we can finally eliminate this 
injustice. 

What Albany does is taxation with-
out any representation. In my District, 
in Ulster County, almost half of their 
entire property tax levy goes to pay for 
Albany’s Medicaid costs. 

In Rensselaer County, about 57 per-
cent of every nickel the county raises 
in property tax levy goes to pays for 
Albany’s Medicaid costs, and they have 
no say over how those funds are ex-
pended, over how the program is oper-
ated. It is truly taxation without rep-
resentation. 

I yield to the gentlewoman if she has 
anything to add in conclusion. 

Ms. TENNEY. I want to mention one 
thing that I think is really important. 
Both Congressman FASO and I served as 
members of the State Assembly prior 
to serving in Congress. One thing that 
we both know is that we are truly in-
terested in helping people who are 
needy. 

It isn’t about the people who are 
truly needy; it is about the people who 
are abusing the system and taking re-
sources that are desperately needed by 
our seniors and by people who really 
are, as I said, truly needy. This is a 
way of providing more resources to 
them without having the fraud, the 
abuse and waste, the mismanagement 
in Albany, and forcing Albany into 
being more fiscally conservative, pro-
tecting our counties so that we can 
provide those services for our commu-
nities. 

I just want to make sure that we 
characterize that, because that is 
something that we all care about as 
people who take an oath of office, not 
just to uphold our Federal Constitution 
but also our State constitution. We 
take that seriously. 

I know we are all committed to help-
ing those people, but also remembering 
that we need to respect the taxpayers. 
The taxpayers need to have proper 
management of their funds. 

I want to commend the gentleman 
for his work and efforts in making sure 
this comes to the floor and making 
sure we get this passed on the Federal 
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level, because it has been a struggle for 
all of us through many years. Having 
this come to reality is going to be, hon-
estly, one of the greatest mandate re-
lief packages that I have experienced 
in my lifetime, and I am grateful. 

Mr. FASO. I thank the gentlewoman 
for her comments. 

I would close, Mr. Speaker, simply by 
pointing out that New York State has 
among, depending on what the measure 
is, either the highest or second highest 
real property taxes in the entire Na-
tion. We are the only State that im-
poses this type of burden on local 
homeowners, local property taxpayers. 

If you look at the gross amount that 
people pay in their real estate taxes, 
the downstate counties—Westchester, 
Nassau, Suffolk, Rockland—pay the 
highest in gross amount. But if you 
calculate the property tax burden as a 
percentage of the home value, the 
counties in upstate New York; in west-
ern New York; along the southern tier; 
in the Mohawk Valley, where Ms. 
TENNEY lives; in the Catskills and Mid- 
Hudson, where I live; and in the Adi-
rondacks, which Ms. STEFANIK rep-
resents, those counties are being 
crushed. Those homeowners are being 
crushed by the burden of real estate 
taxes. 

A large part of that reason is this 50- 
year mandate that started under Nel-
son Rockefeller that has been imposed 
on New York homeowners, which is 
crushing them, driving them out of 
their homes, and this is what we are in-
tending to stop. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the support 
of my colleagues here tonight, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California (at 
the request of Ms. PELOSI) for today on 
account of travel (airline) difficulties. 

Mr. CORREA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of flight 
diverted for airline issues. 

Mr. CUMMINGS (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for June 12 through 23. 

Ms. GABBARD (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today through June 23. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 782. An act to reauthorize the National 
Internet Crimes Against Children Task 
Force Program, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 6 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 
June 21, 2017, at 10 a.m. for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1714. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary of Personnel and Readiness, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting the 2016 
Armed Forces Retirement Home Accredita-
tion Report, pursuant to 24 U.S.C. 418(e)(2); 
Public Law 101-510, Sec. 518(e)(2) (as amended 
by Public Law 110-181, Sec. 1422(f)); (122 Stat. 
422); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

1715. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-70, ‘‘Early Learning Equity in 
Funding Amendment Act of 2017’’, pursuant 
to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 
814); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

1716. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-71, ‘‘Child Development Facili-
ties Regulations Amendment Act of 2017’’, 
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); 
(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

1717. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 22-72, ‘‘Child Care Study Act of 
2017’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

1718. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA- 
2016-9524; Directorate Identifier 2016-NM-049- 
AD; Amendment 39-18891; AD 2017-10-17] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1719. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Zodiac Seats California LLC Seating 
Systems [Docket No.: FAA-2016-5595; Direc-
torate Identifier 2015-NM-087-AD; Amend-
ment 39-18871; AD 2017-09-09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1720. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Diamond Aircraft Industries GmbH 
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2017-0506; Direc-
torate Identifier 2017-CE-019-AD; Amendment 
39-18907; AD 2017-11-08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived June 16, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1721. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Rolls-Royce plc Turbofan Engines 
[Docket No.: FAA-2017-0114; Directorate 
Identifier 2017-NE-03-AD; Amendment 39- 
18880; AD 2017-10-06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received 
June 16, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 

Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1722. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Rolls-Royce Deutschland Ltd & Co KG 
Turbofan Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2017- 
0186; Directorate Identifier 2017-NE-07-AD; 
Amendment 39-18899; AD 2017-10-25] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1723. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA- 
2016-8849; Directorate Identifier 2015-NM-174- 
AD; Amendment 39-18892; AD 2017-10-18] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1724. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA- 
2015-8428; Directorate Identifier 2014-NM-032- 
AD; Amendment 39-18898; AD 2017-10-24] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1725. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA- 
2016-9413; Directorate Identifier 2016-NM-104- 
AD; Amendment 39-18897; AD 2017-10-23] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1726. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2016-8179; Directorate Identifier 
2015-NM-201-AD; Amendment 39-18913; AD 
2017-11-14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 16, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

1727. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA- 
2015-0084; Directorate Identifier 2014-NM-181- 
AD; Amendment 39-18879; AD 2017-10-05] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1728. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; NavWorx, Inc. Automatic Dependent 
Surveillance Broadcast Universal Access 
Transceiver Units [Docket No.: FAA-2016- 
9226; Directorate Identifier 2016-SW-065-AD; 
Amendment 39-18910; AD 2017-11-11] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1729. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2016-9075; Directorate Identifier 
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2016-NM-082-AD; Amendment 39-18890; AD 
2017-10-16] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 16, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

1730. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2016-8848; Directorate Identifier 
2016-NM-054-AD; Amendment 39-18895; AD 
2017-10-21] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 16, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

1731. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes [Docket 
No.: FAA-2017-0124; Directorate Identifier 
2016-NM-166-AD; Amendment 39-18911; AD 
2017-11-12] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 16, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

1732. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Slingsby Aviation Ltd. Airplanes 
[Docket No.: FAA-2017-0048; Directorate 
Identifier 2016-CE-035-AD; Amendment 39- 
18876; AD 2017-10-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received 
June 16, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1733. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Piper Aircraft, Inc. Airplanes [Docket 
No.: FAA-2016-9550; Directorate Identifier 
2016-CE-026-AD; Amendment 39-18894; AD 
2017-10-20] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 16, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

1734. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Embraer S.A. Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2016-9507; Directorate Identifier 2016- 
NM-127-AD; Amendment 39-18878; AD 2017-10- 
04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 16, 2017, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

1735. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; DG Flugzeugbau GmbH Gliders [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2017-0158; Directorate Identifier 
2016-CE-040-AD; Amendment 39-18902; AD 
2017-11-03) (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 16, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

1736. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Bombardier, Inc. Airplanes [Docket 
No.: FAA-2016-9438; Directorate Identifier 
2016-NM-109-AD; Amendment 39-18873; AD 
2017-09-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 16, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 

Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

1737. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Defense and Space S.A. (For-
merly Known as Construcciones 
Aeronauticas, S.A.) Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2017-0123; Directorate Identifier 2016- 
NM-033-AD; Amendment 39-18889; AD 2017-10- 
15] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 16, 2017, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

1738. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Management Sys-
tem for Domestic, Flag and Supplemental 
Operations Certificate Holders; Technical 
Amendment [Docket No.: FAA-2009-0671; 
Amdt. No.: 5-1A] (RIN: 2120-AJ86) received 
June 16, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1739. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — IFR Altitudes; Miscella-
neous Amendments [Docket No.: 31138; 
Amdt. No.: 533] received June 16, 2017, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1740. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E 
Airspace, Grass Range, MT [Docket No.: 
FAA-2017-0047; Airspace Docket No.: 17-ANM- 
1] received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1741. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class E 
Airspace; Kyle-Oakley Field Airport, Mur-
ray, KY [Docket No.: FAA-2016-9443; Airspace 
Docket No.: 16-ASO-17] received June 16, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

1742. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class E 
Airspace, Bar Harbor, ME [Docket No.: FAA- 
2016-9285; Airspace Docket No.: 16-ANE-2] re-
ceived June 16, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1743. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Proposed Amendment of 
Class D Airspace; Kingsville, TX [Docket 
No.: FAA-2016-9511; Airspace Docket No.: 16- 
ASW-20] received June 16, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. BRADY of Texas: Committee on Ways 
and Means. H.R. 1551. A bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the 
credit for production from advanced nuclear 
power facilities; with an amendment (Rept. 
115–183). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 2190. A bill to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to direct the Under 
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to make certain 
improvements in managing the Depart-
ment’s real property portfolio, and for other 
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 115–184). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas: Committee on Ways 
and Means. H.R. 2842. A bill to provide for 
the conduct of demonstration projects to 
test the effectiveness of subsidized employ-
ment for TANF recipients; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 115–185). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 392. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1873) to 
amend the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 to enhance the reliability of 
the electricity grid and reduce the threat of 
wildfires to and from electric transmission 
and distribution facilities on Federal lands 
by facilitating vegetation management on 
such lands, and providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 1654) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to coordinate Federal 
and State permitting processes related to 
the construction of new surface water stor-
age projects on lands under the jurisdiction 
of the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and to designate the 
Bureau of Reclamation as the lead agency 
for permit processing, and for other purposes 
(Rept. 115–186). Referred to the House Cal-
endar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. WESTERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
NOLAN, Mr. TIPTON, Mr. LABRADOR, 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. PETERSON, and 
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS): 

H.R. 2936. A bill to expedite under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and 
improve forest management activities on 
National Forest System lands, on public 
lands under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of 
Land Management, and on Tribal lands to re-
turn resilience to overgrown, fire-prone for-
ested lands, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, and in addition 
to the Committees on Natural Resources, 
Education and the Workforce, and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. LAHOOD: 
H.R. 2937. A bill to amend the Surface Min-

ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to 
authorize partnerships between States and 
nongovernmental entities for the purpose of 
reclaiming and restoring land and water re-
sources adversely affected by coal mining ac-
tivities before August 3, 1977, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK (for himself, 
Mrs. MURPHY of Florida, Mr. MAC-
ARTHUR, Ms. KUSTER of New Hamp-
shire, Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, 
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Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. 
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. BRADY of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. KNIGHT, Ms. 
TENNEY, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. SEAN PATRICK 
MALONEY of New York, Ms. CLARK of 
Massachusetts, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, 
and Mr. COURTNEY): 

H.R. 2938. A bill to amend titles XIX and 
XXI of the Social Security Act to remove 
barriers to access to residential substance 
use disorder treatment services under Med-
icaid and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Mr. TIPTON (for himself, Mr. LAM-
BORN, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. GOSAR, 
Mr. AMODEI, Mrs. LOVE, Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. SIMP-
SON, and Mr. WESTERMAN): 

H.R. 2939. A bill to prohibit the condi-
tioning of any permit, lease, or other use 
agreement on the transfer of any water right 
to the United States by the Secretaries of 
the Interior and Agriculture, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committee on 
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. BROOKS of Alabama: 
H.R. 2940. A bill to allow Members of Con-

gress to carry a concealed firearm anywhere 
in the United States, with certain excep-
tions; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself, Mr. 
RICHMOND, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, and Mr. 
GRAVES of Louisiana): 

H.R. 2941. A bill to provide for the convey-
ance of certain National Forest System land 
within Kisatchie National Forest in the 
State of Louisiana; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Mr. 
SCOTT of Virginia, Mrs. CAROLYN B. 
MALONEY of New York, Mr. TAKANO, 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Miss RICE of New 
York, Mr. POCAN, Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. 
NORTON, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. COHEN, 
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Ms. PIN-
GREE, Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms. SLAUGHTER, 
Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Mr. TONKO, Ms. MOORE, 
Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRIS-
HAM of New Mexico, Mr. BEYER, Mr. 
RYAN of Ohio, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Ms. LEE, Mr. NADLER, Ms. ROY-
BAL-ALLARD, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. WILSON of 
Florida, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Mr. KILMER, 
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. DELANEY, Mr. LAR-
SEN of Washington, Mr. HIGGINS of 
New York, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. RUSH, Ms. 
TSONGAS, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. LEWIS of Geor-
gia, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. SMITH of 
Washington, Mr. GENE GREEN of 
Texas, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. COURT-
NEY, Ms. JUDY CHU of California, Ms. 
ADAMS, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. ELLISON, 
Mr. CONYERS, Mr. CAPUANO, Ms. 
MENG, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
HASTINGS, Ms. MATSUI, Mrs. DAVIS of 
California, Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, and Mr. 
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New 
York): 

H.R. 2942. A bill to permit employees to re-
quest changes to their work schedules with-

out fear of retaliation and to ensure that em-
ployers consider these requests, and to re-
quire employers to provide more predictable 
and stable schedules for employees in certain 
occupations with evidence of unpredictable 
and unstable scheduling practices that nega-
tively affect employees, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on House Administration, Oversight 
and Government Reform, and the Judiciary, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. BARRAGÁN (for herself, Mr. 
TURNER, Mr. DONOVAN, Ms. CASTOR of 
Florida, Ms. NORTON, Mr. ELLISON, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
CURBELO of Florida, Ms. MENG, Mr. 
JEFFRIES, Ms. LEE, Mr. DESAULNIER, 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Ms. FRANKEL of 
Florida, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. RASKIN, 
Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. 
CONYERS, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. 
MCEACHIN, Mr. TED LIEU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. BACON, and Mr. POCAN): 

H.R. 2943. A bill to provide grants for 
projects to acquire land and water for parks 
and other outdoor recreation purposes and to 
develop new or renovate existing outdoor 
recreation facilities; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Mr. BRADY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. 
BROWNLEY of California, Mr. CARSON 
of Indiana, Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. COHEN, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. ELLISON, 
Ms. ESHOO, Mr. EVANS, Ms. GABBARD, 
Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, 
Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. 
JAYAPAL, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. JOHNSON 
of Georgia, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut, Ms. LEE, Mr. TED 
LIEU of California, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms. 
MATSUI, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. MEEKS, 
Mr. MOULTON, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. 
NORTON, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. PASCRELL, 
Mr. POCAN, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. RUSH, 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
SIRES, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. 
SPEIER, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. THOMPSON 
of California, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. VELA, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mrs. DINGELL, Mrs. TORRES, 
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. YARMUTH, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Ms. MCCOLLUM, and Mr. 
MCNERNEY): 

H.R. 2944. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide for in-State tui-
tion rates for refugees and asylees; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia: 
H.R. 2945. A bill to grant Members of Con-

gress the right to carry a firearm anywhere 
in the United States, except in the United 
States Capitol; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. LAMALFA (for himself and Mr. 
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida): 

H.R. 2946. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise tax on 
heavy trucks and trailers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DUNN: 
H.R. 2947. A bill to replace certain Coastal 

Barrier Resources System maps; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. STIVERS (for himself, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Ms. SINEMA, and Mr. 
POLIQUIN): 

H.R. 2948. A bill to amend the S.A.F.E. 
Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008 to provide a 
temporary license for loan originators 
transitioning between employers, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina (for 
himself and Mr. BYRNE): 

H.R. 2949. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to authorize borrowers to 
separate joint consolidation loans; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. PEARCE: 

H.R. 2950. A bill to amend section 200303 of 
title 54, United States Code, to ensure that 
amounts are made available for projects to 
provide recreational public access, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mr. BABIN: 

H.R. 2951. A bill to allow Members of Con-
gress to carry a concealed handgun anywhere 
in the United States, with exceptions; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition 
to the Committees on House Administration, 
and Homeland Security, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. BASS (for herself, Ms. JUDY 
CHU of California, Ms. SEWELL of Ala-
bama, Ms. LEE, Ms. MOORE, Mr. AL 
GREEN of Texas, Mr. TED LIEU of 
California, and Mr. LANGEVIN): 

H.R. 2952. A bill to support the establish-
ment or expansion and operation of pro-
grams using a network of public and private 
community entities to provide mentoring for 
children in foster care; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BURGESS (for himself, Ms. 
DEGETTE, Mr. ROKITA, Mr. JOHNSON 
of Ohio, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. ENGEL, 
Mr. TIPTON, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. 
DESJARLAIS, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. 
HARRIS, Mr. LOEBSACK, Ms. PINGREE, 
Mr. BERA, Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. 
BUCSHON, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. CAR-
TER of Georgia, and Mr. SWALWELL of 
California): 

H.R. 2953. A bill to amend the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 respecting the scor-
ing of preventive health savings; to the Com-
mittee on the Budget. 

By Mr. EMMER (for himself and Mr. 
LUETKEMEYER): 

H.R. 2954. A bill to amend the Home Mort-
gage Disclosure Act of 1975 to specify which 
depository institutions are subject to the 
maintenance of records and disclosure re-
quirements of such Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. 

By Mr. ENGEL: 

H.R. 2955. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to permit the installation of 
pulsating light systems for high mounted 
stop lamps, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, and in addition to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GOHMERT (for himself, Mr. 
DUNCAN of South Carolina, Mr. 
JONES, Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr. OLSON, 
Mr. HARPER, Mr. BANKS of Indiana, 
Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. CHABOT, and 
Mr. PALAZZO): 

H.R. 2956. A bill to provide for parental no-
tification and intervention in the case of an 
unemancipated minor seeking an abortion; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri (for him-
self and Mr. LOEBSACK): 

H.R. 2957. A bill to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act to provide for 
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enhanced payments to rural health care pro-
viders under the Medicare and Medicaid pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Ways and 
Means, and the Budget, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California (for 
himself, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Ms. LEE, Mr. 
QUIGLEY, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. POLIS, 
Mr. TAKANO, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. ELLI-
SON, and Mrs. NAPOLITANO): 

H.R. 2958. A bill to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and protect the climate; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mex-
ico: 

H.R. 2959. A bill to amend title XXI of the 
Social Security Act to allow for parent men-
tors to be eligible to receive outreach and 
enrollment grants under the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program under such title, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. MENG (for herself, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, Mr. NADLER, Mr. 
SERRANO, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mrs. CARO-
LYN B. MALONEY of New York, and 
Mrs. DAVIS of California): 

H.R. 2960. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Education to establish and carry out a grant 
program to make grants to eligible institu-
tions to plan and implement programs that 
provide comprehensive support services and 
resources designed to increase transfer and 
graduation rates at community colleges, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. NORCROSS (for himself, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mr. WALZ, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, and Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia): 

H.R. 2961. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to improve remedial edu-
cation programs that train students in the 
competencies needed to succeed in higher 
education; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 2962. A bill to amend title 49, United 

States Code, with respect to prohibiting the 
use of electronic cigarettes on passenger 
flights, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Mr. POLIQUIN (for himself and Mr. 
DAVID SCOTT of Georgia): 

H.R. 2963. A bill to amend the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Act to provide investment 
authority to support rural infrastructure de-
velopment, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mrs. RADEWAGEN: 
H.R. 2964. A bill to amend the Fair Min-

imum Wage Act of 2007 to stop a scheduled 
increase in the minimum wage applicable to 
American Samoa and to provide that any fu-
ture increases in such minimum wage shall 
be determined by the Secretary of Labor; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

By Mr. ROSS: 
H.R. 2965. A bill to require all gas stations 

offering self-service to meet certain accessi-
bility standards for individuals with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. RUSH: 
H.R. 2966. A bill to lift the trade embargo 

on Cuba, and for other purposes; to the Com-

mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to 
the Committees on Ways and Means, Energy 
and Commerce, the Judiciary, Agriculture, 
and Financial Services, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio (for himself, Mr. 
POCAN, and Mr. MCGOVERN): 

H.R. 2967. A bill to amend the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 to establish a grant program 
to appoint nutrition coordinators to oversee 
local school nutrition policies in local edu-
cational agencies, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

By Mr. SWALWELL of California (for 
himself, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania, and Mr. MOULTON): 

H.R. 2968. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to direct the Secretary of 
Education to provide each borrower with an 
individualized repayment guide; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. TAKANO (for himself and Mr. 
SCHNEIDER): 

H.R. 2969. A bill to amend the Federal As-
sets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 to allow 
the Federal Government to lease or sell 
abandoned or unused Federal civilian real 
properties for use as makerspaces, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ (for herself, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, 
Mr. PAYNE, Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, Ms. KUSTER of New 
Hampshire, Mr. VELA, Mr. HASTINGS, 
Mr. SERRANO, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
LANCE, Mr. CONYERS, and Mr. LAN-
GEVIN): 

H.R. 2970. A bill to amend section 428K(b) 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 to in-
clude certain cultural workers, museum pro-
fessionals, artistic professionals, arts and 
humanities professors, and music and arts 
educators among the individuals eligible for 
loan forgiveness for service in areas of na-
tional need; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Mr. HASTINGS (for himself, Mr. 
ENGEL, and Mr. SCHWEIKERT): 

H. Res. 393. A resolution expressing support 
for addressing the Arab-Israeli conflict in a 
concurrent track with the Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace process and commending Arab 
and Muslim-majority states that have im-
proved bilateral relations with Israel; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. KAPTUR (for herself and Mr. 
COOK): 

H. Res. 394. A resolution supporting inter-
national academic freedom and American 
universities abroad; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California (for 
himself, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. 
BERA, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. CARSON 
of Indiana, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. CURBELO of 
Florida, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. 
GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. HIG-
GINS of New York, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. 
HULTGREN, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. KAP-
TUR, Mr. KEATING, Mr. KIND, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. 
LYNCH, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. NADLER, 
Ms. NORTON, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. PRICE of 
North Carolina, Mr. POCAN, Ms. 
SHEA-PORTER, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. 
SCHNEIDER, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, 
Mr. SIRES, Mr. SMITH of Washington, 
Mr. SOTO, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. TONKO, 
Mrs. TORRES, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. 

BEYER, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. LEVIN, 
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. WELCH, Ms. TSON-
GAS, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Mr. SERRANO, and Mrs. DAVIS 
of California): 

H. Res. 395. A resolution reaffirming the 
leadership of the United States in promoting 
the safety, health, and well-being of refugees 
and displaced persons; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

f 

PRIVATE BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, 
Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New 

York introduced a bill (H.R. 2971) for 
the relief of Martin Martinez; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. WESTERMAN: 
H.R. 2936. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 

By Mr. LAHOOD: 
H.R. 2937. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK: 
H.R. 2938. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII, Clause I 

By Mr. TIPTON: 
H.R. 2939. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 

By Mr. BROOKS of Alabama: 
H.R. 2940. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution & 

the 2nd Amendment to the Bill of Rights 
By Mr. ABRAHAM: 

H.R. 2941. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Ms. DELAURO: 

H.R. 2942. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution and Article I, Section 8, 
Clause 1 of the United States Constitution. 

By Ms. BARRAGÁN: 
H.R. 2943. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2: ‘‘The Con-

gress shall have power to dispose of and 
make all needful rules and regulations re-
specting the territory or other property be-
longing to the United States; and nothing in 
this Constitution shall be so construed as to 
prejudice any claims of the United States, or 
of any particular state.’’ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:00 Jun 21, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\L20JN7.100 H20JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4994 June 20, 2017 
Article I, Section 8: ‘‘To make rules for the 

government and regulation of the land and 
naval forces.’’ 

By Mr. HUFFMAN: 
H.R. 2944. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or office there-
of. 

By Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia: 
H.R. 2945. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: Article I, 
Section 8, Clause 3 of the Constitution that 
states that Congress shall have Power ‘‘To 
regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, 
and among the several States . . .’’ 

The Second Amendment to the United 
States Constitution which states that ‘‘A 
well regulated Militia, being necessary to 
the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 
infringed.’’ 

By Mr. LAMALFA: 
H.R. 2946. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8, Clause 1, of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Mr. DUNN: 

H.R. 2947. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution 
By Mr. STIVERS: 

H.R. 2948. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina: 
H.R. 2949. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
As described in Article 1, Section 1, ‘‘all 

legislative powers herin granted shall be 
vested in a Congrss of the United States, 
which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives.’’ 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution provides Congress with the author-
ity to ‘‘provide for the common Defense and 
general Welfare’’ of Americans. In the De-
partment of Education Organization (P.L. 
96–88), Congress declared that ‘‘the establish-
ment of a Department of Education is in hte 
public interest, will promote the general 
welfare of the United States, and will enable 
the Federal Government to coordinate its 
education activities more effectively.’’ The 
Department of Education’s mission is to 
‘‘promote student achievement and prepara-
tion for global competitiveness by fostering 
educational excellence and ensuring equal 
access.’’ 

By Mr. PEARCE: 
H.R. 2950. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-

gress shall have the power to . . . make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution the foregoing pow-
ers, and all other powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. BABIN: 
H.R. 2951. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Amendment 2: A well regulated Militia, 
being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and 
bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

Article 1, Section 5–2: Each House may de-
termine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish 
its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, 
with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a 
Member. 

By Ms. BASS: 
H.R. 2952. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 allows Con-

gress to make all laws ‘‘which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into execu-
tion’’ any ‘‘other’’ powers vested by the Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States. 

By Mr. BURGESS: 
H.R. 2953. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8, Clause 1: The Congress shall 

have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, 
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and 
provide for the common Defense and general 
Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, 
Imposts and Excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States. 

By Mr. EMMER: 
H.R. 2954. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 

By Mr. ENGEL: 
H.R. 2955. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 1 of the Constitution. 

By Mr. GOHMERT: 
H.R. 2956. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The Congress shall have Power . . . to 

make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the fore-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by 
this Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof. 

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: 
H.R. 2957. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 (General Wel-

fare) and Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 (Com-
merce) of the Constitution. 

The bill makes several changes to the way 
hospitals are regulated by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). This 
includes transaction between hospitals, 
CMS, and third parties, which constitutes 
commerce. Further, Medicare is considered 
to be constitutional as part of providing for 
the general welfare and therefore any 
changes to Medicare would fall under this 
provision as well. 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California: 
H.R. 2958. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, clause 3 of the Con-

stitution 
Article 1, Section 8, clause 1 of the Con-

stitution 
By Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mex-

ico: 
H.R. 2959. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1. 

By Ms. MENG: 
H.R. 2960. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 

By Mr. NORCROSS: 
H.R. 2961. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 2962. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 3 of section 8 of article I of the Con-

stitution. 
By Mr. POLIQUIN: 

H.R. 2963. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
‘‘To regulate Commerce with foreign Na-

tions, and among the several States, and 
with the Indian Tribes:’’ as enumerated in 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mrs. RADEWAGEN: 
H.R. 2964. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. ROSS: 

H.R. 2965. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 

By Mr. RUSH: 
H.R. 2966. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: The Congress 

shall have Power . . . ‘‘To regulate Com-
merce with foreign Nations . . . ‘‘ 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power . . . ‘‘To make all 
laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution the foregoing powers 
. . . ’’ 

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio: 
H.R. 2967. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8: To make all Laws 

which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, 
or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

By Mr. SWALWELL of California: 
H.R. 2968. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. TAKANO: 

H.R. 2969. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article l section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ: 

H.R. 2970. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 
The Congress shall have Power to . . . pro-

vide for the . . . general Welfare of the 
United States; . . . 

By Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 
New York: 

H.R. 2971. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 15: Mr. KENNEDY. 
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H.R. 19: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Mr. 

LOWENTHAL, and Mr. CARSON of Indiana. 
H.R. 91: Mr. CLEAVER. 
H.R. 93: Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 149: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. 

TAKANO, Mr. EVANS, and Mr. SERRANO. 
H.R. 291: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 299: Mr. DENT. 
H.R. 303: Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 

Rico. 
H.R. 313: Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 

Rico. 
H.R. 350: Mrs. NOEM. 
H.R. 351: Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 361: Mr. ZELDIN. 
H.R. 365: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa and Mr. LAM-

BORN. 
H.R. 367: Mr. DEFAZIO and Mr. JOHNSON of 

Louisiana. 
H.R. 398: Mr. POLIQUIN, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. 

JEFFRIES, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. TURNER, and Ms. 
CLARK of Massachusetts. 

H.R. 435: Mr. CRIST, Mr. COHEN, and Mr. 
GONZALEZ of Texas. 

H.R. 442: Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 468: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida and Mr. 

SIRES. 
H.R. 490: Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr. COLE, and 

Mr. LONG. 
H.R. 495: Mr. SMITH of Texas and Mr. SEN-

SENBRENNER. 
H.R. 535: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Ms. 

TITUS, and Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 545: Mr. BRIDENSTINE, Mr. POSEY, and 

Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 632: Mr. POLIS. 
H.R. 664: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 671: Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 719: Mr. RATCLIFFE. 
H.R. 721: Mr. VARGAS, Mr. PAYNE, and Mr. 

DUNN. 
H.R. 747: Mr. REED, Mr. WALZ, and Mr. 

BARLETTA. 
H.R. 750: Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Miss GONZÁLEZ- 

COLÓN of Puerto Rico, Mr. PRICE of North 
Carolina, Mr. ZELDIN, and Mr. SEAN PATRICK 
MALONEY of New York. 

H.R. 801: Mr. O’HALLERAN and Mr. BEN RAY 
LUJÁN of New Mexico. 

H.R. 807: Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. SCHNEIDER, and 
Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York. 

H.R. 820: Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. CLAY, and Mr. 
THOMPSON of California. 

H.R. 828: Mr. DELANEY. 
H.R. 830: Mr. CHABOT and Mr. POLIQUIN. 
H.R. 846: Mr. CARTER of Texas, Mr. LYNCH, 

and Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 848: Mr. BRAT. 
H.R. 849: Mr. TIBERI, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. 

VELA, Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, 
Mr. MACARTHUR, and Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. 

H.R. 860: Mr. CRAMER and Ms. JENKINS of 
Kansas. 

H.R. 866: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 873: Mrs. HARTZLER, Ms. CLARK of 

Massachusetts, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. 
VARGAS, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, and Ms. 
DELAURO. 

H.R. 880: Mr. SENSENBRENNER and Mr. HILL. 
H.R. 895: Mr. BIGGS. 
H.R. 911: Ms. GABBARD and Mr. TED LIEU of 

California. 
H.R. 927: Ms. LOFGREN, Mrs. BEATTY, and 

Mr. O’ROURKE. 
H.R. 959: Mr. FASO and Mr. RUPPERS-

BERGER. 
H.R. 960: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 997: Mr. HARPER, Mr. CARTER of Geor-

gia, and Mr. YOHO. 
H.R. 1002: Mrs. COMSTOCK. 
H.R. 1006: Mr. SCHIFF and Mr. SCHNEIDER. 
H.R. 1017: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 

CLAY, Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. PRICE 
of North Carolina, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, 
Mr. DELANEY, and Mr. NOLAN. 

H.R. 1057: Mrs. LOVE. 
H.R. 1078: Mrs. LOVE and Ms. ROSEN. 
H.R. 1090: Mr. SUOZZI. 

H.R. 1092: Mr. PASCRELL. 
H.R. 1094: Mr. FOSTER, Ms. LEE, Mr. 

O’ROURKE, Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Ms. PLASKETT, 
Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York, 
Mr. RUSH, and Mr. CLAY. 

H.R. 1114: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 1120: Mr. DONOVAN. 
H.R. 1133: Mr. O’ROURKE. 
H.R. 1136: Mr. DESANTIS, Mr. GAETZ, and 

Mr. NUNES. 
H.R. 1146: Mr. CONYERS, Mr. EVANS, and Ms. 

CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 1148: Mr. STEWART. 
H.R. 1156: Mr. CORREA. 
H.R. 1158: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1160: Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 1163: Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 1164: Mr. GOHMERT. 
H.R. 1190: Mrs. BUSTOS. 
H.R. 1212: Mr. ADERHOLT. 
H.R. 1247: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska and Mr. 

KATKO. 
H.R. 1267: Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 1279: Mr. POLIS. 
H.R. 1291: Mr. KIHUEN and Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 1298: Mr. AMODEI and Mr. BRADY of 

Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1316: Mr. BYRNE. 
H.R. 1322: Ms. MOORE. 
H.R. 1334: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. 
H.R. 1358: Mr. LARSEN of Washington and 

Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 1361: Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 

Rico, Mr. YODER, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Mr. SEAN 
PATRICK MALONEY of New York, Mr. DEUTCH, 
and Mr. POLIQUIN. 

H.R. 1392: Ms. ROSEN. 
H.R. 1406: Mr. SCHWEIKERT and Ms. ROYBAL- 

ALLARD. 
H.R. 1437: Mr. RYAN of Ohio. 
H.R. 1444: Mr. KILMER and Mr. 

FARENTHOLD. 
H.R. 1456: Mr. DENHAM and Mr. ZELDIN. 
H.R. 1457: Mr. SMITH of Texas. 
H.R. 1472: Ms. MCSALLY, Mr. WELCH, Mr. 

BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico, Mr. VELA, 
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. LARSEN of Wash-
ington, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. ENGEL, and Mr. KILMER. 

H.R. 1474: Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 1487: Mr. PANETTA, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. 

HASTINGS, and Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 1528: Mr. COOK. 
H.R. 1537: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina, 

Mr. KING of Iowa, and Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 1542: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. 
H.R. 1555: Mr. POLIS. 
H.R. 1566: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 1614: Mr. LARSEN of Washington. 
H.R. 1626: Mr. EVANS, Mr. MOOLENAAR, and 

Mrs. NOEM. 
H.R. 1639: Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 1651: Mr. LOBIONDO and Mr. 

GARAMENDI. 
H.R. 1652: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 1661: Mr. PERLMUTTER. 
H.R. 1666: Mr. SANFORD and Mr. AMASH. 
H.R. 1669: Mr. COLE and Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 1676: Mr. GARAMENDI, Mrs. WATSON 

COLEMAN, Mr. KATKO, Mr. COSTELLO of Penn-
sylvania, and Mr. MCNERNEY. 

H.R. 1686: Mr. TIBERI. 
H.R. 1722: Mr. AMODEI, Mr. FRANKS of Ari-

zona, and Mr. WOMACK. 
H.R. 1739: Ms. TSONGAS. 
H.R. 1741: Mr. OLSON. 
H.R. 1802: Mr. CURBELO of Florida and Mr. 

ZELDIN. 
H.R. 1815: Mr. SCHRADER. 
H.R. 1833: Mr. RICHMOND and Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 1838: Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. BLU-

MENAUER, and Mr. SENSENBRENNER. 
H.R. 1861: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 1865: Mr. KATKO. 
H.R. 1874: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 1881: Mr. COLLINS of New York. 
H.R. 1889: Mr. COHEN, Mr. PRICE of North 

Carolina, Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. SEAN PATRICK 

MALONEY of New York, and Miss RICE of New 
York. 

H.R. 1898: Ms. TSONGAS. 
H.R. 1899: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 1904: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1911: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania and 

Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 1928: Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. 
H.R. 1953: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 1960: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 1997: Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. WEBER of 

Texas, Mrs. LOWEY, and Mr. RUSH. 
H.R. 2000: Mr. TED LIEU of California. 
H.R. 2001: Mr. TED LIEU of California. 
H.R. 2023: Mr. ABRAHAM. 
H.R. 2073: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 2077: Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. KATKO, and 

Mr. HARPER. 
H.R. 2091: Mr. KATKO, Mr. MESSER, and Ms. 

WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 2092: Mr. KINZINGER, Mrs. WALORSKI, 

Mr. GOODLATTE, and Mr. HIGGINS of New 
York. 

H.R. 2101: Mr. BARLETTA. 
H.R. 2121: Mr. BARR, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. 

VELÁZQUEZ, and Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 2134: Mrs. WAGNER. 
H.R. 2142: Mr. BUCHANAN. 
H.R. 2149: Mrs. NOEM and Mr. WITTMAN. 
H.R. 2151: Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. MOULTON, and 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 2158: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 2181: Mr. SMITH of Missouri. 
H.R. 2197: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 2248: Ms. MCCOLLUM and Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 2272: Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 2276: Mr. SHUSTER, Mr. DUNCAN of 

Tennessee, and Mr. YODER. 
H.R. 2286: Mr. BABIN. 
H.R. 2307: Mrs. WALORSKI. 
H.R. 2308: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 2315: Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr. STEWART, 

Mr. BURGESS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. POSEY, Mr. 
THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida, and Mr. 
GOWDY. 

H.R. 2319: Mr. MEEKS. 
H.R. 2327: Ms. BORDALLO and Mrs. 

RADEWAGEN. 
H.R. 2340: Mr. O’HALLERAN. 
H.R. 2351: Ms. PLASKETT. 
H.R. 2358: Mr. KIHUEN and Mr. NADLER. 
H.R. 2359: Mr. PITTENGER. 
H.R. 2383: Mr. COMER and Mr. KING of Iowa. 
H.R. 2392: Mr. HIGGINS of New York and Ms. 

JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 2437: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. 
H.R. 2460: Mr. ISSA. 
H.R. 2478: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. BACON, 

Mr. YODER, and Mr. WESTERMAN. 
H.R. 2484: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 2499: Ms. WILSON of Florida and Mr. 

LOWENTHAL. 
H.R. 2505: Mr. KATKO. 
H.R. 2514: Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 2515: Mr. DEUTCH, Mrs. WALORSKI, and 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 2526: Mr. LAWSON of Florida and Mr. 

HASTINGS. 
H.R. 2539: Mrs. LOWEY and Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 2545: Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. HECK, Ms. 

SLAUGHTER, Mr. O’HALLERAN, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
and Ms. MOORE. 

H.R. 2578: Mr. RYAN of Ohio and Ms. PIN-
GREE. 

H.R. 2584: Mr. PAULSEN, Mr. COLE, Mr. 
UPTON, Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia, Mr. 
O’ROURKE, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
DEUTCH, and Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 

H.R. 2589: Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 
New York. 

H.R. 2594: Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico. 

H.R. 2620: Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. GARRETT, 
and Mr. SMITH of Missouri. 

H.R. 2628: Ms. MOORE. 
H.R. 2657: Mr. POLIQUIN. 
H.R. 2659: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN and Mr. 

CICILLINE. 
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H.R. 2661: Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 

New Mexico and Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New 
Mexico. 

H.R. 2663: Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Mr. MEE-
HAN, and Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 2670: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 2676: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia and Mr. 

COHEN. 
H.R. 2677: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 2678: Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 2688: Mr. ENGEL. 
H.R. 2715: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

RASKIN, and Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 2723: Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida, 

Mr. DESANTIS, Mr. BYRNE, and Mr. HEN-
SARLING. 

H.R. 2740: Mr. BEYER, Ms. MENG, Mr. 
COHEN, Mr. TAKANO, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALO-
NEY of New York, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York, 
Mr. NADLER, and Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

H.R. 2742: Ms. BASS, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, 
Mrs. LAWRENCE, and Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. 

H.R. 2747: Mr. MEADOWS. 
H.R. 2756: Mr. POCAN, Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN 

of New Mexico, Ms. KAPTUR, and Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN. 

H.R. 2763: Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico. 

H.R. 2771: Mr. COFFMAN. 
H.R. 2777: Mr. LIPINSKI. 
H.R. 2790: Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. HIMES, Mr. 

SOTO, Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. PETERS, Ms. LOF-
GREN, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. SCHIFF, and Mr. 
DEFAZIO. 

H.R. 2797: Mr. O’HALLERAN and Mr. HAR-
PER. 

H.R. 2822: Ms. SINEMA. 
H.R. 2826: Mr. BURGESS. 
H.R. 2834: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas and Mr. 

KILMER. 
H.R. 2840: Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 2842: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 2845: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 2851: Mr. SENSENBRENNER. 
H.R. 2854: Mr. LEVIN, Ms. WASSERMAN 

SCHULTZ, and Mr. NADLER. 
H.R. 2858: Mr. POLIS. 
H.R. 2870: Mr. TROTT. 
H.R. 2877: Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 2878: Mr. DOGGETT. 
H.R. 2881: Mr. LONG. 
H.R. 2886: Ms. NORTON, Ms. KAPTUR, and 

Mr. SIRES. 
H.R. 2908: Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. 

FOSTER, Mr. RUSH, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, Mr. 
CROWLEY, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. CARBAJAL, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and Ms. HANABUSA. 

H.R. 2909: Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. YOHO, Mr. 
POSEY, Mr. BRAT, Mr. PALMER, Mr. POE of 
Texas, Mr. BABIN, and Mr. DESJARLAIS. 

H.R. 2911: Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. CUELLAR, Miss 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto Rico, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. ROYBAL- 
ALLARD, Mr. SIRES, and Mr. CORREA. 

H.R. 2918: Mr. MESSER and Mr. FRANKS of 
Arizona. 

H.R. 2924: Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 2930: Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H.J. Res. 33: Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H.J. Res. 51: Mr. TIBERI, Mr. VELA, Mr. 

COFFMAN, Mr. MACARTHUR, Mr. SESSIONS, 
and Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. 

H. Con. Res. 28: Mr. DENT. 
H. Con. Res. 37: Mr. JONES. 
H. Con. Res. 45: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. 
H. Con. Res. 57: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. 

SHIMKUS, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of 
Texas, and Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. 

H. Con. Res. 59: Mr. MCCLINTOCK. 
H. Con. Res. 63: Ms. PLASKETT and Ms. 

JUDY CHU of California. 
H. Res. 15: Mr. BERA, Mrs. DEMINGS, and 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
H. Res. 30: Mr. KATKO. 
H. Res. 129: Mr. FOSTER and Mr. TURNER. 
H. Res. 185: Mr. KINZINGER, Mr. ENGEL, Ms. 

WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. DONOVAN, Ms. 
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. SIRES, Mr. WEBSTER 
of Florida, Mr. ZELDIN, and Mr. YOHO. 

H. Res. 188: Mr. POLIS. 
H. Res. 218: Mr. BURGESS. 
H. Res. 220: Ms. MENG, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, 

and Mr. DEUTCH. 
H. Res. 252: Mr. PALLONE, Mr. WEBER of 

Texas, Mr. CLAY, and Mr. HULTGREN. 
H. Res. 257: Ms. MOORE. 
H. Res. 276: Ms. MENG, Mr. FOSTER, and Ms. 

GRANGER. 
H. Res. 313: Mr. LAWSON of Florida. 
H. Res. 317: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. COFFMAN, 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, and Mr. 
RASKIN. 

H. Res. 318: Mrs. NOEM. 
H. Res. 319: Mr. KING of Iowa. 
H. Res. 332: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H. Res. 351: Mr. ELLISON. 
H. Res. 359: Ms. MENG, Mr. POE of Texas, 

Mr. HASTINGS, and Mr. FOSTER. 
H. Res. 390: Mr. RUIZ, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. 

NEAL, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. 
CASTRO of Texas, Mr. SIRES, Mrs. BEATTY, 
and Mr. JEFFRIES. 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

OFFERED BY MR. BRADY OF TEXAS 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Ways and Means in H.R. 
2742, the Modernizing the Interstate Place-
ment of Children in Foster Care Act, do not 
contain any congressional earmarks, limited 
tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as de-
fined in clause 9 of rule XXI. 

OFFERED BY MR. BRADY OF TEXAS 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Ways and Means in H.R. 
2834, the Partnership Grants to Strengthen 
Families Affected by Parental Substance 
Abuse Act, do not contain any congressional 
earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited 
tariff benefits as defined in clause 9 of rule 
XXI. 

OFFERED BY MR. BRADY OF TEXAS 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Ways and Means in H.R. 
2847, the Improving Services for Older Youth 
in Foster Care Act, do not contain any con-
gressional earmarks, limited tax benefits, or 
limited tariff benefits as defined in clause 9 
of rule XXI. 

OFFERED BY MR. BRADY OF TEXAS 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Ways and Means in H.R. 
2857, the Supporting Families in Substance 
Abuse Treatment Act, do not contain any 
congressional earmarks, limited tax bene-
fits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in 
clause 9 of rule XXI. 

OFFERED BY MR. BRADY OF TEXAS 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Ways and Means in H.R. 
2866, the Reducing Barriers for Relative Fos-
ter Parents Act, do not contain any congres-
sional earmarks, limited tax benefits, or lim-
ited tariff benefits as defined in clause 9 of 
rule XXI. 

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative LAMALFA, or a designee, to H.R. 
1654 does not contain any congressional ear-
marks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI. 
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