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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 125TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF MARCUS HOOK 
BOROUGH 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 125th Anniversary of the found-
ing of Marcus Hook Borough in Delaware 
County, Pennsylvania, and to honor the con-
tributions of generations of Marcus Hook resi-
dents to our nation’s development and pros-
perity. 

Marcus Hook was founded during the boom 
years of the late 1800’s, and its growth has 
been inextricably linked with the importance of 
the Delaware River to the commerce of Amer-
ica’s east coast. Its key location and access to 
modern infrastructure made Marcus Hook a 
natural location for refining and for more than 
100 years the industry has been the economic 
bedrock of the community. 

Just a few years ago, the refining industry 
and the family-sustaining jobs it supports were 
at risk. Within a few short months, the opera-
tors of the refineries along the Delaware River 
announced their impending closure. But 
Marcus Hook didn’t give up. Thanks to its leg-
acy of excellence, the skills of its workforce 
and the grit of its residents, the community 
came together. Today, the refining sector is 
being revitalized, and another generation of 
Marcus Hook families benefits from the jobs it 
supports. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Marcus Hook, 
its leaders and its residents for 125 years as 
a family-friendly, close-knit community and I 
thank the families of Marcus Hook for the 
honor of representing them in the House of 
Representatives. 

f 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF DEVON 
PFEIFER 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dear friend and public servant, Devon 
Joan Pfeifer of Weston, Connecticut, who we 
lost far too soon. A dedicated and loving 
mother, beloved community leader, and pas-
sionate activist, Devon lived her life devoted to 
helping the lives of others, fighting for equal 
rights for all, and championing opportunities 
for the poor and working class. 

The daughter of a carpenter and labor lead-
er, Devon embraced the struggle she found in 
the labor movement: fair pay and a helping 
hand for the least fortunate. She brought this 
spirit of compassion to many volunteer causes 
throughout Fairfield County, caring for those 
with disabilities and helping struggling school-
children learn to read. She cared deeply for 

the people she helped, and encouraged every-
one to do as much good as they can, for all 
they can, as long as they can. 

A lifelong Democrat and progressive, Devon 
served terms as Chair of the Weston and Fair-
field Democratic Town Committees and as a 
member of the Weston Board of Education. 
She worked tirelessly behind the scenes to 
elect Democrats to local, state and federal of-
fices. Her work embodied the very best of 
local political organizing; people coming to-
gether to support a shared vision for a brighter 
future. She drew people in to the hard work of 
creating change with powerful words, an infec-
tious laugh, and seemingly endless energy. 
She inspired many young people in Fairfield 
County to pursue public service, mentoring 
and grooming them into leaders, and I know 
that today she is proud of their progress and 
the great work that they do. She always 
served as our collective conscience, willing us 
to do more and to do better. 

Her activism lives on through her children— 
Conor and Maevereen—whom she loved so 
dearly and within whom she instilled a rebel 
attitude and fierce sense of civic duty. Devon 
always strove for equal rights for all people, 
and her love for her children made her even 
more dedicated to the fight to make a more 
equal world for them. 

Fairfield County and the State of Con-
necticut have lost a titan. We owe a debt of 
gratitude to Devon and I know I, and many 
others, will continue to be inspired and guided 
by her. Her legacy is and will continue to be 
one of service, love, and dedication. 

f 

2017 VETERAN’S ASSOCIATE 
PROGRAM (VAP) 

HON. BRIAN J. MAST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the patriotic efforts of the Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch 2017 Veteran’s Asso-
ciate Program (VAP) and its Executive Spon-
sors Andrew Karp and Brian R. Carosielli, as 
well as William T. Golden, Co-Head of the NY 
Chapter of the Military Support and Assistance 
Group, for their steadfast and selfless commit-
ment in helping members of the military transi-
tion into careers in the financial services in-
dustry. 

Recognizing the unique experience and 
leadership of our servicemembers, Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch once again conducted a 
10-week rotational program to provide on-the- 
job training and experience to assist veterans 
transitioning into the financial services indus-
try. Ten veterans from the Army, Air Force, 
Navy, and Marines participated in this year’s 
VAP program; all were subsequently offered 
full-time placement in either the Office of the 
Chief Financial Officer or the Global Banking 
and Markets division. 

Efforts like the VAP at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch distinguish the service of the 

men and women in our military and make our 
country stronger. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF STAN 
MCETCHIN 

HON. DOUG LaMALFA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the storied life of one of my constitu-
ents, Stanley David McEtchin, better known as 
Stan. 

Hailing from Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Stan passed away on June 9th after 92 years 
of enriching the lives of those around him. For 
the past few decades, the small town of Para-
dise, CA has known Stan as a pillar of the 
community whose sculpted metal artwork 
decorated shops and houses all across Butte 
County. But before his creative artwork made 
him a local celebrity, Stan served in an even 
higher calling, volunteering in his country’s 
military in World War II. 

In 1943, Stan volunteered for the First Spe-
cial Service Force in the Canadian Army and 
served as an ammunition supplier and medic. 
His unit, known as the Devil’s Brigade, was an 
elite American and Canadian commando unit 
that preceded modern special operations 
forces that we have today. 

In 2014, Stan and the rest of the Devil’s Bri-
gade travelled to Washington, D.C., where 
they were awarded with the Congressional 
Gold Medal for their heroism during the Sec-
ond World War—the highest civilian award in 
the United States. 

What makes Stan special is that he is 
known for his Congressional Gold Medal and 
for his distinguished military service, but also 
for his creativity and his artwork that help unite 
his community. Most people in Paradise, Cali-
fornia would surely tell you that his metal art-
work adds a distinct personality to his small 
town. I consider myself fortunate to have 
known him—and our country fortunate to have 
gained such a good man from our northern 
Canadian neighbors. He will be greatly 
missed. 

f 

HONORING PAUL AND SHERY 
LOEWEN 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Paul and Shery Loewen, 
from Lakeport, California, upon their retirement 
from an exemplary career in the field of avia-
tion. 

Mr. Loewen was born in Amarillo, Texas, 
and moved to southern California with his fam-
ily when he was five years old. He attended 
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Glendale College where he earned his Air-
plane and Powerplant License, learned to fly 
and met Shery—whom he married in 1964. 
Mr. and Mrs. Loewen moved to our district in 
the early 1970s. In 1975, the Loewens estab-
lished Lake Aero Styling and Repair, providing 
dozens of local men and women in our com-
munity with highly skilled jobs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Loewen have sold Lake Aero 
Styling and Repair and are retiring after dec-
ades of developing and selling unique aircraft 
modifications. They are being honored by the 
Lake County Airmen’s Association (LCAA) at 
Lampson Field this summer. Their products 
have a world-renowned reputation for quality 
and reliability. Thousands of Mooney Aircraft 
planes bear one or more of their modifications. 
These parts proved so successful that the 
manufacturer, Mooney International, later in-
corporated the modifications on its factory 
models. Additionally, Mooney Aircraft Inter-
national awarded Mr. Loewen the Charles 
Taylor Award, which is an award given to sen-
ior mechanics who have led excellent careers. 

Paul and Shery Loewen are also prominent 
members of our community. Mr. Loewen 
served as president of the Lake County Air-
men’s Association, and Mrs. Loewen held the 
role of secretary. While serving as president of 
the LCAA, Mr. Loewen organized and staged 
several successful Lampson Field Air Fairs. 
They have also produced several pilot-ori-
ented travel videos entitled Flying the Amer-
ica’s. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. and Mrs. Loewen have 
created their own business and have contrib-
uted to our Lakeport community as industry 
leaders, job creators and community volun-
teers. It is with great pride that I honor Paul 
and Shery Loewen today and extend our best 
wishes for an enjoyable retirement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOEL GOD-
DARD FOR HIS OUTSTANDING 
CAREER AND SERVICE WITH THE 
UNITED AUTO WORKERS 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Joel Goddard for his career with 
the United Auto Workers and Ford Motor 
Company. Mr. Goddard has been an effective 
advocate for working Americans and labor, 
and his work has resulted in significant gains 
for our nation’s autoworkers. 

Mr. Goddard began his career with Ford 
Motor Company in 1972, when he joined the 
company to work at one of the company’s 
Ohio engine plants. He then moved to 
Rawsonville, Michigan, where he began as a 
diecast diemaker. Mr. Goddard earned his first 
position with the UAW as an Alternate Skilled 
Trades Committeeman in 1985. As a result of 
his knowledge of the auto industry and effec-
tive advocacy on behalf of his fellow workers, 
Mr. Goddard moved up in the UAW and 
served in a variety of high-ranking positions. 
He was Chairman of the Local 898 UAW 
branch at Rawsonville and was reelected nine 
straight times due to his strong leadership. Ad-
ditionally, Mr. Goddard served as the UAW 
National Negotiating Committee’s Chairman 
from 2002 through 2015, where he rep-

resented autoworkers in multiple high-level ne-
gotiations and won them lasting improvements 
in pay and benefits. 

Mr. Goddard has been an advocate and 
leader for the UAW throughout his career, and 
his deep knowledge of the automotive industry 
and tenacity have served the workers he rep-
resented well. As a result of Mr. Goddard’s 25 
years of work, the Rawsonville plant continues 
to provide good-paying jobs to Americans and 
produce high quality parts for Ford Motor 
Company. His commitment to a fair deal for 
UAW workers made him one of the longest 
serving Plant Chairmen in UAW history, and 
he continued to deliver wins for the workers 
he represented in negotiations. Mr. Goddard’s 
leadership and expertise will be missed as he 
retires from his current position, and it is my 
hope that the Rawsonville plant and its work-
ers continue to build on his legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Mr. Joel Goddard. His career with 
the UAW and Ford has helped preserve Amer-
ican jobs and protect our country’s workers. 

f 

HONORING KAYLA PIPPINS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Cadet Col. Kayla Pippins of Callaway 
High School who was named the 2017 Jack-
son Public Schools JROTC Cadet of the Year. 

Kayla Pippins serves as the Battalion Com-
mander for Callaway’s 4th Battalion Charging 
Chargers. She holds a 3.25 GPA and has 
earned a score of 24 on the ACT. She is a 
model cadet, not only for her battalion but for 
every cadet in the JROTC program. She has 
consistently demonstrated profound leadership 
throughout her four years as a JROTC cadet, 
earning her schools’ top Leadership Education 
and Training award for her grade level in her 
9th and 11th grade years. 

Kayla Pippins also serves as President of 
Callaway’s Jobs for Mississippi Graduates pro-
gram, and in 2015, she was selected to rep-
resent that program in Washington, D.C., at 
the Jobs for America’s Graduates National 
Conference. She is very active in her commu-
nity and has assisted in several community 
service activities such as the New Hope Bap-
tist Church Community Health Fair, Cottage 
Grove Nursing Home visits, Trendsetter Men-
tor program for North Jackson Elementary 
School and Callaway’s Veterans Day program. 
She also serves as Sunday School Secretary 
and an usher at her church, Hope Spring Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. 

Cadet Pippins has attended Girls State at 
the University of Southern Mississippi and the 
Junior ROTC Cadet Leadership Challenge at 
Camp Shelby in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 

After high school, Cadet Pippins plans to at-
tend Tougaloo College and major in social 
work and to attain a Doctorate degree. 

Kayla Pippins is the youngest child of 
Faylena Pippins. 

The 13th Annual JROTC Cadet of the Year 
Awards Ceremony was held after a rigorous 
competition that culminated in an oral presen-
tation before a panel of distinguished judges. 
The Cadet of the Year was announced during 

this formal banquet. The school-level Cadets 
of the Year were also honored along with the 
top performing Leadership Education and 
Training cadets for each grade level. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Cadet Col. Kayla Pippins for 
her dedication to serving. 

f 

HONORING MR. JAY DAVID AGLI 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and memory of Jay 
Agli, who tragically passed away on June 13, 
2017 at the age of 17. When his sister was in 
danger of drowning in the Connecticut River, 
Jay leapt to action to save her. Jay’s example 
as a courageous and selfless brother is an in-
spiration to all of us. 

Jay was a native of Meriden, Connecticut 
and an active young person in his community. 
He had just finished his junior year of high 
school at Orville H. Platt High, where he re-
cently joined the wrestling team. He was also 
an enthusiastic volunteer with local groups, 
helping the Meriden Housing Authority Choice 
Neighborhood plan activities and joining the 
Meriden Youth Services teen group. Those 
close to Jay knew him for his kind and funny 
nature and his ability to make others laugh 
and feel welcome. He had a passion for cars 
and shared a love of art and drawing with his 
sister. 

Mr. Speaker, Jay Agli was a bright young 
member of our community whom we lost too 
soon. His bravery and selflessness in acting to 
save his sister speak volumes about his char-
acter and willingness to help others. There-
fore, it is fitting and proper that we honor his 
life and memory here today. I extend my 
deepest condolences to Jay’s family, friends, 
and all those who loved him. His laughter and 
love will be missed, but not forgotten. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WILLIAM 
HENRY ‘‘DOC’’ LONG 

HON. MARK WALKER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of William Henry ‘‘Doc’’ Long, a 
veteran of World War II and liberator of 
France at Ancerviller on November 13, 1944. 
William Long was a member of the ‘‘Greatest 
Generation’’ and a true patriot. Mr. Long grad-
uated from Summerfield High School just eight 
months before the attack at Pearl Harbor. 
Throughout his life, Mr. Long was active in his 
community, church and the trucking industry. 
To honor his more than 70 years of service to 
the transportation industry, the American 
Truck Historical Society recognized Mr. Long 
with the Golden Achievement Award. He 
served diligently at his church, Summerfield 
Peace United Methodist, and on the Summer-
field School Committee. He was a 32nd de-
gree Mason and Shriner, a lifetime member of 
the American Legion and the former Vice 
President of the 315th Regiment of the 79th 
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Infantry Division Army Association. Mr. Long 
was inducted into the French Legion of Honor 
by a decree of former French President 
Sarkozy for his decisive role and personal 
contribution to the liberation of France during 
World War II. His name is on a monument in 
the village of Ancerviller, along with other men 
who fought so bravely to restore freedom. Mr. 
Long’s numerous achievements and service to 
his country will not be forgotten. I join with his 
family, friends, community and the entire Sixth 
District in remembrance of William Henry 
‘‘Doc’’ Long, a true American hero. 

f 

HONORING ISHA WILLIAMS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a goal oriented stu-
dent at Madison Shannon Palmer High School 
in Marks, Mississippi. 

Isha Williams is the daughter of Jamesetta 
Strong. She is a senior at Madison Shannon 
Palmer High School. She participates in many 
activities such as basketball, volleyball, and 
cheerleading. In addition to her academic and 
athletic activities, she is a member of the Beta 
Club. She has received many awards for her 
outstanding academic performances such as 
an ACT Scholar (20 or above award for ACT), 
a Superintendent’s List award, and an Out-
standing Achievement award. Her goals and 
future plans consist of graduating from Basic 
Combat Training, AIT, and attending the Uni-
versity of Mississippi (Ole Miss University) to 
receive her master’s degree. 

Not only does she overachieve in school, 
but Isha also helps out in her community. She 
has tutored students in her Calculus class and 
other classmates as well. Isha has tutored ele-
mentary students after school on Mondays 
through Thursdays. She also has helped her 
friend train and exercise so that she can join 
the Air Force. She attended a workshop at 
Mississippi Valley State University, and she 
helped the instructor by reviewing math prob-
lems and explaining each of them to other stu-
dents. Isha is an overachiever who has made 
a difference in helping others. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Isha Williams as a student who 
is goal oriented and making a difference in her 
community. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. BERTOLINI 

HON. MIKE BISHOP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to congratulate Phil Bertolini of 
Oakland County, Michigan, for his induction 
into the prestigious National Chief Information 
Officer Hall of Fame. 

Recognized for his outstanding contributions 
to his field, Mr. Bertolini was selected as one 
of only nineteen inductees for the Class of 
2017. This award is a testament to Mr. 
Bertolini’s unparalleled ingenuity, his unwaver-
ing commitment to excellence and innovation, 

and his dedication throughout twelve years of 
service to Oakland County. 

Since becoming the head of Oakland Coun-
ty’s IT department, Mr. Bertolini’s application 
of new innovative technologies revolutionized 
the function of county government. Incor-
porating programs designed to increase gov-
ernment efficiency and communication, Mr. 
Bertolini and his team has received numerous 
honors and awards for their work. In 2012, he 
was recognized as a White House Champion 
of Change and has even had the opportunity 
to travel abroad as part of the John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government at Harvard Uni-
versity. 

Dedicated to the people of Oakland County, 
Mr. Bertolini has built his career on his devo-
tion to serving others, and, understanding the 
responsibility and leadership required, he did 
not waiver in taking on this important Chief In-
formation Officer role on behalf of his fellow 
citizens. 

Mr. Bertolini’s induction into the Chief Infor-
mation Officer Hall of Fame is a great honor 
for not only him, but Oakland County and the 
great State of Michigan. He should be seen as 
an example of an ideal public servant, one 
who puts the needs of his community before 
his own. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend my ut-
most gratitude and congratulations to Mr. 
Bertolini as his hard work, service, and out-
standing performance receives the nationwide 
recognition that it deserves. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TRENTON 
TRIB FOR ITS SUCCESS ON THE 
DATE OF ITS NEW OFFICE OPEN-
ING 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the writers and staff at the Trenton 
Trib for their work providing state and local 
news to the Downriver community. The news-
paper provides important coverage of events 
and editorial perspectives to Trenton and resi-
dents in nearby areas. 

Founded in 2010, the Trenton Trib is a 
monthly newspaper that covers current events 
and distributes information about the City of 
Trenton and the surrounding areas. The news-
paper has grown and developed a loyal fol-
lowing since its establishment, and today 
boasts a monthly circulation of approximately 
10,000 to residents and businesses through-
out Trenton. The Trib covers local issues, in-
cluding achievements by residents and events 
like the annual Trenton Summer Festival. The 
paper’s columnists, Kathy Kane and Joe 
Hoshaw, also contribute original content and 
perspectives to provide context to issues fac-
ing the city. Additionally, the Trib issues an 
annual ‘‘Goodfellows’’ newspaper whose pro-
ceeds provide gifts and food to those in need 
during the holidays. Collectively, these efforts 
have helped inform the public while serving 
the community at large. 

The Trenton Trib has filled a crucial need in 
Downriver by providing regular community-ori-
ented news to area residents and businesses. 
The monthly publication both informs residents 
by providing unique local coverage and per-

spectives from Trenton residents and helps 
address issues in the community through its 
philanthropic initiatives. The growth and devel-
opment of the Trenton Trib has enabled it to 
provide better coverage of area events while 
increasing circulation to better serve the city. 
The success of the publication is a credit to 
the hard work of the Trib’s staff and under-
scores the continuing demand for high-quality 
local news, and it is my hope that the news-
paper continues to effectively serve the area’s 
residents in the coming years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Trenton Trib. The Trib’s staff 
have served the community well through their 
coverage of local news and events. 

f 

STRENGTHENING CAREER AND 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION FOR THE 
21ST CENTURY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to express my deep concerns with 
H.R. 2353, the Strengthening Career and 
Technical Education for 21st Century Act, also 
referred to as the CTE Reauthorization Act. 
This bill reauthorizes the Carl D. Perkins Ca-
reer and Technical Education Act of 2006 
(Perkins Act) to help more Americans enter 
the workforce with the skills necessary to com-
pete for and succeed in high-skilled, in-de-
mand careers. The bill also makes several 
other changes and funding modifications to 
the current program. 

Louisiana highly values vocational and tech-
nical education and includes these skills in all 
public schools. These contributions are vital to 
Louisiana’s Fourth Congressional District. With 
more than 25 schools in our district focused 
on careers in technical education, I am proud 
to represent many hardworking Louisianians 
who are skilled in hands-on labor. For these 
reasons, I cannot in good conscience support 
this bill knowing it could result in Louisiana 
losing critical funding over the next several 
years. 

As well-intended as this legislation may be, 
it will not benefit all states equally. A study 
conducted by the Congressional Research 
Service examined the bill’s modified formula 
for allocating grants under the Perkins Basic 
State Grants Program, and found that Lou-
isiana will lose money in nearly every scenario 
it calculated. In fact, according to this analysis, 
Louisiana would face some of the most signifi-
cant decreases among all states in each sce-
nario examined. Decreasing our state’s fund-
ing level for technical career education would 
be a great detriment to our efforts and exactly 
the opposite of what H.R. 2353 is intended to 
do. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great concern that I 
oppose the current CTE Reauthorization Act. I 
believe we can do better by the constituents in 
Louisiana’s highly-skilled workforce. Moving 
forward, I will do everything in my power to 
work for our students and teachers of the 
technical education field to ensure they are 
not left behind and are provided the resources 
they need to keep our communities strong and 
our economy growing. 
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HONORING THE LATE MR. L. 

PIERCE CARSON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the late L. Pierce Carson. 
He passed away on May 20, 2017 at the age 
of 76. He was an impressive journalist who 
had a remarkable career at the Napa Valley 
Register. He possessed a cheerful and ener-
getic personality in the Napa community and 
was a champion for local food, wine and art. 

Pierce was born in Trenton, New Jersey in 
1940 and attended Temple University in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania before serving our 
country in Vietnam from 1965 to 1966. After 
returning home, he began his career with the 
Napa Valley Register, a position he held for 
nearly fifty years before his passing last 
month. He will be remembered as a mentor of 
young journalists and for his sponsorship of 
the Tri-High Gazette, a student run section of 
the Register. Mr. Carson wrote about and 
loved Napa. In recent years, he found a sec-
ond home in Prague where he enjoyed living 
part of each year. 

In his nearly fifty years of work as a jour-
nalist, Mr. Carson showed himself to be a 
friend and champion of Napa Valley food, 
wine and art. For many years, he served on 
the board of the Napa Valley Symphony and 
made it his priority to review their perform-
ances. Pierce could always be counted on to 
lend his writing talents to good causes. Over 
a twenty-five year period he volunteered for 
the Napa Valley Academy Awards party to 
raise funds and awareness for AIDS and HIV 
prevention and treatment. 

Mr. Speaker, Pierce Carson was generous, 
kind and an excellent writer. He brought our 
Napa Valley community together. His news-
paper stories taught us the value of friendship, 
culture, generosity and good wine. Therefore, 
it is fitting and proper that we honor his life 
and legacy here today. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DEDICA-
TION AND SERVICE OF ERNIE 
ANASTOS 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor a widely respected public servant 
who is set to retire on June 30th. Through his 
inspirational leadership he has touched the 
lives of thousands of students in San Diego 
County. 

It is fitting that at this time, as we celebrate 
the graduation of thousands of students 
across the nation, that I should rise to speak 
of Superintendent Ernest (Ernie) Anastos. 

Ernie is a graduate of Brandeis University, 
and holds a master’s degree in Special Edu-
cation from Bridgewater State College. He has 
been a dedicated educator for over 45 years. 

Ernie’s life of public service began in 1972, 
as an elementary school teacher. His years of 
experience lent to a successful transition into 
school administration. 

He served Sweetwater Union High School 
District for 20 years, working at Chula Vista 
High School, Hill Top High School, and Mar 
Vista High School. Ernie was named principal 
to National City Middle School in 1992, and to 
Rancho del Rey Middle School in 1997. Under 
his direction, both schools achieved the title of 
California Distinguished Schools. 

His time at Sweetwater Union High School 
District also included a term as the Area Su-
perintendent in charge of Instructional Support 
Services and Student Support Services from 
2002 to 2005. 

Ernie was named the Superintendent of 
Lemon Grove School District in 2005. On April 
28th, 2017, the Association of California 
School Administrators named Ernie as Super-
intendent of the Year in the San Diego and 
Imperial Counties. 

Under his leadership, Lemon Grove School 
District has created a number of highly suc-
cessful, specialized schools including the Dual 
Immersion Academy at Mount Vernon Ele-
mentary, the San Miguel Arts Academy, and 
the Lemon Grove Academy of Sciences and 
Humanities. Ernie has been a stalwart in the 
push for quality public education. 

The Lemon Grove Academy campus is an 
example of the success that arose as a result 
of Ernie’s inventiveness. Ernie sought to cre-
ate schools that could serve as community 
centers. Through a partnership with UC San 
Diego, and the Lemon Grove Library, a joint- 
use facility was created which featured med-
ical and dental clinics to serve students and 
their families. 

As I reflect on Ernie’s career, I am inspired 
by his dedication to promoting student 
achievement. I am truly encouraged by his 
commitment to bettering the lives of those 
around him. 

Ernie’s dedication to students, commitment 
to excellence, and ingenuity truly made him a 
remarkable leader. Under his guidance, 
Lemon Grove School District has emerged as 
a mecca for innovative education. I wish him 
congratulations on his upcoming retirement. 

f 

HONORING ARMY SPECIALIST 
HOWARD HERMAN HARGROVE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the memory of a re-
markable person, U.S. Army Specialist 7 Re-
tired Howard Herman Hargrove. 

A native of Manson County, North Carolina, 
Spec 7 Hargrove moved to Mississippi in De-
cember 2005 to be near his only daughter, 
Gail Hargrove Marshall Brown. The late Spec 
7 Retired Hargrove was a dedicated resident 
of the Second Congressional District in Clin-
ton, Mississippi for five years. 

Spec 7 Hargrove took great pride in exer-
cising his right to vote and in serving his coun-
try. He served in the United States Army from 
January 14, 1948 to March 31, 1972 on sev-
eral tours of duty. His military service included 
the Korean Conflict, from 1950 to 1951 with 
the 25th Infantry Division, U.S. Army Field Ar-
tillery Battalion and the Vietnam War where he 
served two tours in Vietnam and was proud to 
be honorably discharged without ‘‘a scratch or 
a wound’’. 

Spec 7 Hargrove was among the thousands 
of Korean War Veterans who gathered in 
Washington, D.C. at the Pentagon on June 
30, 2000. The ceremony was held at the Ko-
rean War Memorial on the National Mall to 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of that 
war. The veterans were honored by President 
Bill Clinton who told them that this nation will 
never forget their bravery, service and sac-
rifice. 

During his time as a Clinton, Mississippi 
resident, Spec 7 Hargrove actively attended 
Holy Temple Missionary Baptist Church in 
Jackson, Mississippi, pastored by the first fe-
male pastor of a Missionary Baptist Church in 
Jackson, Mississippi, Rev. Dr. Audrey Lynne 
Hall, who affectionately referred to him as 
‘‘Papa Hargrove.’’ During one of the church’s 
Men’s Day programs on Father’s Day, Har-
grove was recognized by the Pastor and the 
Church as its ‘‘Oldest Father’’. 

As a member of Holy Temple, he contrib-
uted generously to the church financially. Dur-
ing a time when the small, but growing 
church’s Kitchen Ministry was in need of a 
new stove, Spec 7 Hargrove found it in his 
heart to purchase a commercial stove for the 
church which is still being used by the Kitchen 
Ministry today. He also contributed financially 
to a Metro-Jackson Karate program at one of 
the local YMCA. 

A quiet, friendly man, who believed heavily 
in the love and unity of family, Spec 7 Har-
grove succumbed to complications due to Alz-
heimer’s on June 27, 2010 at 2:30 a.m. in the 
VA Medical Center (Hospice Unit) in Jackson, 
MS. He had battled the horrific Alzheimer’s 
disease for nearly half a decade. 

His daughter, Gail, salutes his memory and 
legacy by being a strong advocate in the fight 
against Alzheimer’s. She said, although he 
had forgotten who she was before he de-
ceased, he never forgot the fact that he had 
proudly served his country in the military. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the late Specialist 7 Howard 
Herman Hargrove as a remarkable person 
who made a difference in his community and 
our country. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF HORACE SELLERS 
MERRILL 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
life of Mr. Horace Sellers Merrill of Heflin, Ala-
bama. Mr. Merrill passed away on February 
17, 2017 at the age of 80. 

Horace was born on October 15, 1936 in 
Micaville to Emory Joseph and Grace Allen 
Merrill. He graduated from Cleburne County 
High School in 1954 lettering in baseball and 
football. He attended Southern Union Junior 
College in Wadley, Alabama on an athletic 
scholarship until an automobile accident 
ended his athletic career in 1957. 

Horace started work at Dixie Mines Mica 
Mining Company and married Mary Inez 
Thompson of Anniston, Alabama on June 1, 
1963. 

Mr. Merrill always held a strong interest in 
politics. In 1964, he was elected Circuit Clerk 
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of Cleburne County and served for 12 years. 
During this time, he participated in the Lions 
Club, Jaycees and Athletic Boosters Club and 
was president of each. He also assisted in the 
organization of the first youth baseball pro-
gram in Heflin, where he officiated and 
coached in the 1960s and 1970s and was the 
public address announcer for Little League 
Football and junior high football games. 

After completing two terms as Circuit Clerk, 
he was elected Probate Judge and Chairman 
of the Cleburne County Commission in 1976, 
a position he held for one six-year term. While 
serving as Probate Judge, he led the effort to 
purchase land and develop plans for the con-
struction of the State of Alabama Welcome 
Center and Rest Area on I–20. He had a vi-
sion for a county-wide water system to service 
all citizens of Cleburne County through the 
Dyne Creek Watershed project that was sup-
ported by Congressman Bill Nichols and Sen-
ator Howell Heflin that he was not able to 
complete before the end of this term. 

Mr. Merrill was an active participant in the 
Cleburne Baptist Association, and served as 
an officer and pastor of several churches. His 
pastorates included Happy Hill, Cedar Creek, 
Pinetucky (Interim), Chulafinnee and 
Edwardsville Baptist Churches. As a member 
of Heflin Baptist for over 50 years, Mr. Merrill 
served as a Deacon, Sunday School Super-
intendent, Sunday School Teacher, Church 
Training Director and Sanctuary Choir mem-
ber. 

Horace and Mary enjoyed 53 years of mar-
riage and were blessed with two children and 
four grandchildren: Alabama Secretary of 
State John Harold Merrill (Cindy) and Audrey 
Merrill Gillis (Stephen), Pelham Brooks Merrill, 
Alexandra Grace Merrill, Mary Kathryn Gillis 
and Sarah Sellers Gillis. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the life of Horace Merrill. He will be greatly 
missed. 

f 

MODIFICATIONS OF CREDIT FOR 
PRODUCTION FROM ADVANCED 
NUCLEAR POWER FACILITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 1551, which improves the 
Section 45(J) nuclear production tax credit 
(NPTC), as authorized by the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005. I am proud to be a cosponsor of 
this bipartisan legislation and thank Congress-
man RICE of South Carolina and Congress-
man BLUMENAUER of Oregon for their leader-
ship on this issue. 

The NPTC encourages the development of 
advanced nuclear power plants that make 
strides in safety and reliability but is limited to 
the first 6,000 megawatts of new generating 
capacity constructed by 2020. Since passage 
of the Act, more advanced reactors, including 
small modular reactors (SMRs), have moved 
steadily through the research and develop-
ment stage and could be ready for commercial 
deployment by the middle of the next decade. 

Once approved by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC), these technologies will 
provide reliable, carbon-free baseload elec-

tricity with safety features that nearly eliminate 
the possibility of a radiological release. The 
first SMRs in the United States will most likely 
be in the West. Arizona energy providers like 
the Salt River Project and Arizona Public 
Service are both evaluating the potential use 
of small modular reactors as they replace 
aging generation capacity. 

When the NPTC expires in 2020, it will likely 
do so without reaching the megawatt cap. 
H.R. 1551 makes the remaining credit avail-
able beyond 2020, providing a powerful incen-
tive for the next generation of advanced nu-
clear and SMR projects. I strongly support 
these efforts and encourage you to consider 
the positive impact these changes would have 
on incentivizing a new generation of safe, reli-
able, and carbon-free advanced nuclear 
power. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bipar-
tisan legislation and to move America toward 
energy independence. 

f 

HONORING L. J. ‘‘JAY’’ 
TEMPLETON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mr. L. J. ‘‘Jay’’ Templeton 
upon the occasion of his retirement as the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Boys and Girls Club of 
St. Helena and Calistoga. Mr. Templeton has 
dedicated his career to serving young people, 
and has had a tremendous impact on our 
community. 

A native of Washington State, Mr. 
Templeton graduated from Glacier High 
School and received his Bachelor of Arts in 
History from the University of Washington in 
1973. Mr. Templeton began working for the 
Boys and Girls Clubs in 1969. He has held 
nearly every position in the organization, from 
a rank-and-file program assistant to the high-
est leadership roles. He became Executive Di-
rector of the St. Helena and Calistoga Clubs 
in 2012. 

Mr. Templeton received the Masters and 
Mentors Award in 2013 based on his contribu-
tion to the Boys and Girls Clubs movement 
over a sustained period, successful mentoring 
of Academy members, and demonstrated ex-
cellence in the Boys & Girls Clubs profession. 

Mr. Templeton is retiring not only as the Ex-
ecutive Director of the St. Helena and 
Calistoga Clubs, but from a 47-year career 
with the Boys and Girls Clubs of America. He 
is a model professional and executive—always 
keeping his focus on planning, development, 
leadership, and programming. He has re-
ceived numerous awards and accolades over 
the course of his career. He has influenced 
the lives of thousands of children who have 
grown to become productive members of their 
own communities. 

Mr. Speaker, Jay Templeton has led a dedi-
cated and distinguished career with the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of America. I am proud to 
have such a man working and living in our 
community. It is therefore fitting and proper 
that we honor him here today. 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
DAVID E. WILMOT 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the service of Major General David E. Wilmot 
of the United States Army for his extraordinary 
dedication to duty and service to our Nation. 
General Wilmot distinguished himself through 
exceptionally meritorious service from October 
24th, 1985 to July 30th, 2017, while serving as 
an Assistant Surgeon General and National 
Guard Bureau Surgeon, Headquarters Depart-
ment of the Army. 

His lasting contributions include an exem-
plary career as a family practice physician, 
flight surgeon, commander, and deputy head-
quarters surgeon, in numerous assignments 
across the Active and National Guard compo-
nents of the U.S. Army. He quickly established 
himself as a unique combination of Soldier, 
leader, clinician, and key strategic thinker, cul-
minating in service as the Assistant Surgeon 
General/Deputy Chief of Staff, Quality and 
Safety for U.S. Army Medical Command/Office 
of the Surgeon General, a position he was 
hand selected for. 

His singular Warrior centered focus on re-
ducing harm and enhancing the quality care 
through compassion, excellence, transparency 
and accountability resulted in better and safer 
care for Military Health System beneficiaries 
across the globe. He performed with consum-
mate distinction in all of his assignments, the 
impact of which stems from his capacity as a 
proven senior healthcare executive, and dog-
ged champion for quality care and patient 
safety. The distinguished accomplishments of 
General Wilmot culminate a long and distin-
guished career in the service of his country 
and reflect great credit upon him, the Army 
Medical Department, the United States Army 
and the Department of Defense. 

General Wilmot is a native of Brownsburg, 
Indiana and married to Mrs. Lori Wilmot. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the 
selfless service of Major General David E. 
Wilmot as he and his family proceed to the 
next chapter in his remarkable career and 
continue to serve our great Nation. 

f 

HONORING MR. DAMIEN GREEN 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable young 
man, Mr. Damien Green of Clinton, Mis-
sissippi. 

Damien Green was born on October 15, 
1999 to Ms. Jessica Green. He’s currently a 
member of Jackson Revival Center Church, 
where he serves on the Media Team. He is a 
part-time employee at Metro 24 Bowling Cen-
ter and MS Braves. During his spare time, 
Damien enjoys bowling and traveling. 

Damien, a 2017 graduate of Clinton High 
School, was the Captain of the Bowling Team 
(Clinton Kingpins) and the Director of Football 
Operations of Clinton High School’s 2016 to 
2017 6A–State Championship. 
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With such honor, Damien has signed the 

first Bowling Scholarship ever given at Clinton 
High School (Clinton, MS). He will attend Blue 
Mountain College in Blue Mountain, MS, 
where he will major in Mathematics. 

Damien learned the sport from his grand-
father, Gregory Green. Greg, an accomplished 
bowler in his own right, is the Owner of Metro 
24 Bowling Center (formerly the Cotton Bowl 
Lanes) on Lynch Street. Damien has been 
bowling seriously since he was 10 years old 
and has been on the Clinton Bowling Team 
since the 7th grade. Damien’s bowling aver-
age is in the low 200, personal best is 277 
and a perfect score is 300. Damien is ranked 
the No. 2 bowler in the district and the No. 6 
bowler in the State of MS. With so many ac-
complishments over his years, he was award-
ed the Highest Average and Team Leader of 
Clinton High School’s Bowling Team. 

Damien’s bowling Coach, Charlie Melton 
said, ‘‘Damien has been making a name for 
himself for the past couple of years’’. Coach 
Melton went on to say that the scholarship is 
a ‘‘huge incentive’’ for other members of the 
bowling team as it will make them work harder 
to achieve the same accomplishment. Of the 
scholarship, Damien said ‘‘It gives me an op-
portunity to do something that I love, and I am 
going to take advantage of that opportunity. It 
shows that my hard work did not go to waste.’’ 

With a cheering and supportive family, 
school district and church family, Damien is 
excited about doing his best. He tells his mom 
constantly that ‘‘The best is yet to come,’’ and 
she is definitely his number one fan. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Damien Green for all of his 
hard work, leadership, accomplishments and 
becoming a part of history, here in the Second 
Congressional District of Mississippi. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF MR. JEFFERY M. 
SANDERS, A RESIDENT AND 
FIREFIGHTER IN MAYVIEW, MO 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true and selfless public servant whose 
life was tragically taken before his time. Mr. 
Jeffery Sanders, a lifelong Mayview, Missouri 
resident and Mayview firefighter was killed in 
the line of duty on Monday, June 19, 2017, 
following an on scene accident while wrapping 
up another call alongside a state highway. I 
will be praying throughout the coming days for 
his family, friends, and our community during 
this difficult time, as well as for Mr. Jacob 
Hayward, a fellow Mayview firefighter seriously 
injured in the same heartbreaking accident. 

Jeff was well known in the close-knit com-
munity of two hundred residents, having been 
a farmer in Mayview all of his life. He and his 
wife, Connie, raised two wonderful children 
who continue to live in Lafayette County in 
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District. Al-
though he was most proud of being a good 
husband, father, and grandfather, for more 
than thirty years, Mr. Sanders dedicated much 
of his time to the Mayview Fire Protection Dis-
trict. He could always be counted on to make 
a fire call and help someone in need. 

In all of his activities, Mr. Sanders dem-
onstrated his dedication and commitment to 
the greater good of others. He was actively in-
volved with the Mayview Lions Club, the 
Mayview area 4H, the Antique Tractor Club, 
and the Odessa FFA Advisory Board. Along 
with his work as a volunteer firefighter with the 
Mayview Fire Protection District, he also spent 
time serving on the Mayview Special Road 
District. 

While it is impossible for mere words to cap-
ture the essence of a person’s life, for these 
reasons and many more, it is my privilege to 
honor and celebrate the life of Mr. Jeffery 
Sanders. Mr. Speaker, please join me and our 
colleagues in expressing our deepest and 
heartfelt sympathies to Connie, all of the 
Sanders family, the members of the Mayview 
Fire Protection District, and the community of 
Mayview for their loss. We join together to 
honor his professionalism and sacrifice and 
express our appreciation for his endless com-
mitment to serving the residents of Mayview 
and the State of Missouri. He was an unparal-
leled role model to his family, peers and the 
entire Lafayette County community and we are 
better because of his life with us. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MASTER SERGEANT 
SCOTT FORBES 

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in recognition of Master Sergeant 
Scott Forbes from Melrose, Massachusetts. 
On June 27, 2017, Master Sergeant Forbes 
will retire from the Air Force Reserve after 22 
years of service to his country and his com-
munity. 

During his service, Scott was deployed to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. He most recently served 
with the 58th Aerial Port Squadron at 
Westover Air Base as an air transportation 
craftsman. 

Scott, his wife Susan, and their children 
Abygail and Jackson are valued members of 
our Melrose community. Scott and Susan 
grew up in Melrose, where they both attended 
high school. As a young man, Scott decided 
he would continue the tradition of service 
passed on by his late father Bill Forbes, who 
fought for the U.S. Army during the Vietnam 
War. The Forbes family tradition of service ex-
tends beyond their military contributions. 
Today, just as his father before him, Scott 
continues to serve families in our community 
as an alderman in Melrose. 

Scott, Susan, and the entire Forbes family 
exemplify the contributions of generations of 
service members and military families who 
have protected our country and continue to 
make our communities great places to live, 
work and raise a family. 

f 

HONORING GREATER FAIRVIEW 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the congregation of 

the Fairview M.B. Church which was orga-
nized in 1918, under the leadership of the late 
Rev. Mark Burns; in an old store-front building 
on the corner of Amite and Jefferson Streets. 

Following the lead of the Holy Spirit and 
with bare necessities such as wooden apple 
boxes and planks for seating, Rev. Burns 
moved forward with (2) deacons, Bro. Jeff 
Mason and Bro. John Camel; a church clerk, 
Sis. Ella Patton, and following her death Sis. 
Olive Patton. After 6 years of hard work and 
self-sacrifice by the faithful few, enough mon-
ies were raised to purchase a lot on Mis-
sissippi Street from M.A. Lewis. By 1924, the 
membership had grown to about 25 members 
and the church was officially built. 

Rev. Burns was called to another assign-
ment, and the late Rev. Willie Pickens, was 
called to carry on many unfinished task. He 
was a very good orator and the church grew 
mightily under his leadership. Following Rev. 
Pickens, the late Rev. N. Trouvillion, was 
called to service for a short time, and then 
came a Rev. Jackson. In 1930, the Rev. F. W. 
Coleman was called as pastor. He was a 
young dynamic man just beginning in the min-
istry. During his 14 years of service, much 
was accomplished; different auxiliaries were 
organized, and many more souls were added 
to the church. Directly following Rev. Cole-
man, the Rev. R. L. Varnado former pastor of 
Ridley Hill Baptist Church of Madison County 
was elected and served 8 years of which the 
church continued to grow in souls and fi-
nances. 

In 1953, the Rev. R. H. Walls, former pastor 
of Pilgrim’s Rest Baptist Church of Madison, 
succeeded Rev. Varnado. During his tenure, 
the church roofing was updated, the siding 
painted, a walk-way was installed, and an 
organ and piano were purchased. The Dea-
cons Ministry grew under the beginning ad-
ministration as followed: Brothers Jess Moss, 
John Camel, Sam Patton, Hemphill, Alforna 
Lewis, Charlie Spencer, Harvey Miles, Buster 
Jones, Joseph Walker, Vertis Kersh, Cleve-
land Jorner, and Albert Smith. 

On April 27, 1962 by the Spirit of God lead-
ing, the Fairview church called Rev. S.L. 
Spann, Sr. as pastor. Through the mighty 
hand of God he led the church from the build-
ing on Mississippi Street to 2545 Newport 
Street. Just a little over a year later that build-
ing was upgraded and the original 65 mem-
bers that came from Mississippi Street were 
now 300 strong. 

After settlement on Newport Street, Fairview 
Church began to really grow and the name 
was changed to Greater Fairview Missionary 
Baptist Church. Through the leadership and 
teachings of Pastor Spann, the Word of God 
was being planted deeply in the hearts of men 
and they were being urged not to just con-
gregate but to participate; to use the talents 
God had bestowed upon them in love and with 
purpose. Many new ministries were estab-
lished to accommodate and involve everyone 
in this newly growing fellowship. The needs 
were met through the establishment of Ma-
tron’s and Junior Matron’s League, Juniors 
Usher Board, Laymen’s and Jr. Laymen’s As-
sociation, Missionary Society and the YWA 
Association, all training tools for the young 
people. The Sunday school grew to 10 indi-
vidual teaching classrooms. Rev. Spann un-
derstood the importance of proper training and 
in order to reap a productive harvest someone 
had to plant the ‘‘Right(eous) Seeds’’. 
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To aid in priming the soil for planting of the 

Word, soul stirring music was needed, so sev-
eral choirs were established: The Senior 
Choir, under the direction of the late Sis. Re-
becca Jordan; the Youth and Junior Choirs 
were led by Sis. Lannie Spann; and Sis. Mary 
Davis was pianist for the Male Chorus and 
Chancel Choir, which later became the Inspi-
rational Choir. The church also in-acted an 
After-School Tutorial Program, led by the late 
Bro. George Coleman, then by Sis. Velma 
Spann, and finally by Deacon Charles Smith. 
The students were not only taught the 3R’s 
but also offered a holistic approach to their 
student studies. 

Greater Fairview became a true source of 
spiritual revitalization for the Shady Oaks com-
munity and the people that were being drawn 
through her doors by the pure God-given 
preaching of Pastor Spann, and the strong 
spiritual messages through songs sung by the 
choirs, and all the teachings through love were 
aids in growing this congregation. The Young 
Adult Choir was a great draw to the commu-
nity and church alike; recording its’ first album 
in 1973 and touring the country representing 
Christ and the church respectively. 

Greater Fairview continued to grow in leaps 
and bounds and the unadulterated word of 
God continued to come forth encouraging, ad-
monishing, and changing the lives of many. 
Under Spann’s leadership many Sons were 
called, nurtured, and equipped for service 
using Godly precepts, fatherly teachings. and 
examples, they are as follows: the late Rev. 
Annia Collier, the late Rev. John Hunter, Rev. 
S.L. Jamison, Rev. Timothy Taylor, the late 
Rev. Ray Bowman, Rev. H. L. Sylvester, Rev. 
Robert Clark, Rev. Lonnie Wesley, the late 
Rev. Keith Brooks, Rev. Christopher Golden, 
Rev. Kenneth Whitten, Rev. Charlie Jackson, 
Rev. Johnny Smith, Rev. Bobby Burks, Rev. 
Willie McDowell, Rev. Dr. John McCarty, Rev. 
Larry Davidson, Rev. Matthew R. Spann, Rev. 
Charles Bell, Rev. Charles H. Spann, Rev. 
Fredrick Green, and Rev. Frederick Hanskins. 

In 1992, Dr. Spann was led by the Holy 
Ghost to build a new sanctuary, and the 
project began with total support from the 
church and its leaders. The building was dedi-
cated the 3rd Sunday in October 1995. Many 
said that Dr. Spann was too old for such a 
great undertaking, and that he probably 
wouldn’t see it come to fruition. But, to the dis-
may of many he did see it and led the con-
gregation into the new church on that rainy 
October day in 1995, and brought many stir-
ring messages for another 4 years, until retire-
ment in 1999. 

During the period of Dr. Spann’s; honorable 
position as Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Charles H. 
Spann served as Interim pastor of the church 
for approximately fifteen (15) months. Fol-
lowing the formation of a Search Committee 
by the church; who was charged with the re-
sponsibility of selecting a new pastor. Rev. 
Charles Bell and Rev. Bobby Burks served to-
gether as Pulpit Facilitators. Amazingly, these 
temporal positions for these three (3) Sons of 
the House provided them with leadership ex-
perience and ultimately prepared them; for 
they were soon called to serve at churches of 
their own. The words, ‘‘A Church Where Love 
Prevails over Hate.’’ became more prevalent 
in the process to find a new leader. 

As in life when assigmnents are complete 
they must all move on, and Pastor Spann’s 
assignments were completed on November 9, 

2001 after 38 years of service to Greater Fair-
view Church, the Shady Oaks Community, 
and the State of Mississippi. He was called 
home to a just reward, leaving the church sad-
den yet rejoicing in the fact that they had been 
taught how to love each other to an un-meas-
urable magnitude, and in the midst of sorrow 
his teachings could be accessed to help them 
through the dark hour. But feeling the dis-
connect, just 9 months later in August 2002, 
God called Mother Spann home too, leaving 
the church with a legacy of memories of a 
hallmark of quiet, gracious, and humble char-
acters in the midst of servitude. 

After an arduous process of fasting, praying, 
and listening to several candidates for pastor, 
it was decided by a vote that Rev. Danny R. 
Hollins, a native of Pocahontas, MS and the 
tenured pastor of Cedar Grove Baptist Church, 
become the next leader, the majority con-
ceded and he was elected. 

Rev. Danny R. Hollins preached his first 
sermon on the 5th Sunday of July 2001 and 
was installed as pastor on the third Sunday in 
October of that same year. Greater Fairview 
grew over the next few years as the word con-
tinued to go forth. They never lost our vision 
and zeal for ministry and many other min-
istries were added. 

In 2004 the church purchased 34 acres of 
land on Boling Street for future development. 
During the 2005 Hurricane Katrina aftermath, 
the church became a refuge center, and pro-
vided shelter for 60 members of one family 
from Slidell, La. and later to a Hispanic family, 
from Houston, Texas, when Hurricane Rita hit 
in September of that same year. The creed of 
‘‘Meeting people where they are.’’ was truly 
tested and taken to the limits while helping 
neighbors. 

The Church adopted in 2006 Johnson Ele-
mentary School, Morrison Academic Advance-
ment Center in 2007, Dawson Elementary and 
Northwest Middle Schools in 2010, and also 
became a satellite program with the Con-
tinuing Adult Education Program, of Jackson 
State University, where many of the members 
obtained a college degree. Finally, in October 
of 2010, ground was broken for the long an-
ticipated development. The Fairview Learning 
Academy, along with the Recreational Out-
reach Center, was built. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Greater Fairview Missionary 
Baptist Church. 

f 

CONGRATULATING QUALITY OF 
LIFE HEALTH SERVICES, INC. ON 
ITS FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-
ognize the Quality of Life Health Services 
(QOLHS) on the occasion of its 40th anniver-
sary. This Federally Qualified Health Center 
(FQHC), was founded by Dr. Roberta O. 
Watts to provide health care to the most vul-
nerable populations. 

QOLHS, based m Gadsden, Alabama, is the 
state’s largest community health program. The 
organization’s network extends from the north-
ern area of Alabama in Geraldine to Phenix 
City in the southeastern corner of Alabama. 

QOLHS’s network consists of 24 health cen-
ters. Fifteen of those locations are in Ala-
bama’s Fourth Congressional District—which I 
am honored to represent. 

I am proud to be a long-time supporter of 
QOLHS, helping to support numourous federal 
grants, attending the groundbreaking and 
grand opening of a school-based program in 
Gadsden, and joining in other events over the 
years. 

Quality of Life serves over 55,000 patients 
each year and shows a profound commitment 
to the communities it serves. Let me end by 
congratulating Dr. Watts for her years of dedi-
cation, and a very special congratulations to 
Wayne Rowe—who has served as CEO for 
the past 35 years. I look forward to continuing 
to work with QOLHS in the future. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE JUSTIN 
SMITH MORRILL CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Justin Smith Morrill Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act of 2016. This legislation 
would honor a true American hero by post-
humously awarding the Honorable Justin 
Smith Morrill with the Congressional Gold 
Medal. Mr. Morrill was elected to six terms in 
the U.S. House of Representatives and six 
terms in the United States Senate, making him 
the longest serving Member of Congress in 
the 19th Century. During his tenure, he 
chaired the House Committee on Ways and 
Means, the Senate Committee on Finance, 
and the Senate Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. As Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Buildings and Grounds, he 
served as the principle advocate for financing 
and constructing the Thomas Jefferson Build-
ing of the Library of Congress and planned the 
location of the U.S. Supreme Court Building. 
He also raised funds to complete the then-un-
finished Washington Monument and advo-
cated for the Smithsonian Institution through-
out his service in Congress. 

His greatest achievement was authoring the 
Morrill Act of 1862, which created the land- 
grant university system. Today, land-grant col-
leges and universities award nearly 1 million 
degrees annually and perform more than $37 
billion in research. Additionally, almost 30 
years later, Senator Morrill authored the Morrill 
Act of 1890, which created the flourishing sys-
tem of historically Black land-grant colleges 
and universities. I am proud to be a graduate 
of Washington State University, in my humble 
opinion, the premier land-grant university in 
Senator Morrill’s system. I have seen first- 
hand how the system of colleges and univer-
sities created by Senator Morrill has changed 
countless lives and shaped communities 
across the nation. 

Justin Smith Morrill is a man who has pro-
vided generations and millions of Americans— 
particularly those from working class families 
and rural communities—with access to higher 
education throughout the nation. His achieve-
ments have inspired American history, values, 
and culture, and will be recognized and hon-
ored by generations to come. For these rea-
sons, and many others, I urge all members to 
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join me in supporting this legislation to bestow 
Senator Justin Smith Morrill with a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, a fitting honor for a great 
American hero. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RAYMOND 
V. WALENDZAK 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Raymond V. Walendzak, 
who served for over 20 years as the Chief of 
the Oregon Fire Department. Ray passed 
away in his Oregon home surrounded by his 
family on June 7, 2017. 

Ray was born in Toledo, Ohio on Sep-
tember 27, 1941 to Joan and Stanley 
Walendzak. He played football and wrestled 
for Clay High School, from which he grad-
uated in 1959. Ray continued his education at 
Findlay College, and then joined the United 
States Air Force and served in West Ger-
many. 

In 1968, Ray became an Oregon firefighter, 
where he began his service in the depart-
ment’s maintenance division, became a fire 
prevention officer, a district chief, and the as-
sistant chief. Ray’s father also served as a 
firefighter, which helped Ray bridge the dif-
ferences between the different generations 
who were serving as firefighters. He appre-
ciated the traditions of fire service, and also 
the need to modernize fire service with tech-
nology. 

Ray became Fire Chief in 1986 and retired 
in 2007 for a total of 39 years of fire service. 
While Fire Chief, Ray made sure his depart-
ment was current in training and technology, 
and made sure that the department had the 
right equipment. Ray has said that his biggest 
achievement was getting a fire training facility 
built in Oregon. 

His passion about the fire-fighting commu-
nity led him to serve its various organizations 
which include serving as the past president of 
the Ohio Fire Chiefs Association, Lucas Coun-
ty Fire Chiefs Association, Oregon Fire Fight-
ers Association, Ottawa County Fireman’s As-
sociation, and, for over 26 years, as past 
president and secretary of the Northwest Ohio 
Volunteer Fire Association. 

He had received the Ohio Fire Chiefs’ Asso-
ciation’s Distinguished Service Award, and 
was inducted into the Ohio Fire Service Hall of 
Fame. Ray served as a Governor appointee to 
the State of the Ohio Board of Emergency 
Medical Services for 12 years. He was in-
ducted into the Clay High School Hall of Fame 
in 2014. 

Ray’s commitment to his community did not 
just stop with the fire department—it extended 
through his service to his church, St. Ignatius, 
and through many of the civic organizations 
he was a member of: the American Legion 
Christ Dunberger Post No. 537, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Swiss Club at the GAF, and the Clay 
Boosters. 

Ray dedicated an enormous amount of time 
to the youth of his community, where he was 
a longtime coach of youth baseball through 
the Oregon Recreation Department. Ray also 
served as a football coach at Oregon Clay 
High School. His dedication to the young 

members of his community led him to run for 
four terms on the Oregon Board of Education 
where he also served as Board President. 

Ray will be remembered for his dedication 
to his chosen profession of Fire Fighting and 
for his dedication to the Oregon community at 
large. 

We offer Ray’s children, Dean, Donald and 
Dennis, his six grandchildren, his family and 
friends, our prayers and hope that they find 
comfort in the wonderful memories of what 
Ray had meant to each of the institutions that 
he served. 

f 

HONORING THE REMARKABLE MT. 
MORIAH BAPTIST UNION ASSO-
CIATION 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the remarkable histor-
ical Mt. Moriah Baptist Union Association. 

The Mt. Moriah Baptist Union Association 
was organized in 1908, by Dr. C.P. Bohannon 
and he served as the first moderator for the 
Mt. Moriah MB Union Association for twenty- 
three years. Thirty congregations united them-
selves together in an effort to keep alive the 
hope of a people for the work of service to our 
Lord has been the strength of this body. To-
gether, we can accomplish what one con-
gregation may not achieve alone. Therefore, 
strength is generated through unity. 

The association represented in the National 
Baptist Convention, USA, INC., the General 
Baptist State Convention and Moderator 
Bohannon Challenged the local churches of 
Mt. Moriah by say ‘‘our missionary activities in 
foreign land carried on.’’ Moderator Bohannon 
passed in 1939 and vice moderator A.M. Rob-
ert completed his term. Other moderators fol-
lowed; Rev. William H. Turner (upon his 
death, Rev. B.J. Edwards, as Vice-Moderator, 
carried out his term); Rev. J.C. Batteast, Rev. 
J.C. Hentz, Rev. Amos Sims and the newly 
elect, Rev. Larry Hervey. In May 1972, Sarah 
Kimble donated land to the Mt. Moriah District 
Baptist Association. In July 1982, Moderator 
Batteast led the association in the purchase of 
the Davidson Elementary School building in 
Water Valley to serve as a site for the work of 
the Association. The facility served the Asso-
ciation’s for 18 years. 

In March of 1999, the Association Board, 
under the leadership of Moderator J.C. Hentz, 
made the decision to build a new head-
quarters on the land donated by Mrs. Sarah 
Kimble. The vision of the forefathers has be-
come a reality. The Mt. Moriah District Mis-
sionary Baptist Association headquarters was 
erected in 2000. On May 2008, the Associa-
tion building was destroyed by fire. Mt. Moriah 
District Missionary headquarters was rebuilt in 
2009 under the leadership of Moderator Sims, 
and stands today as a testimony of the power 
of vision among God’s people. 

In recognition of the challenging need of en-
listment of ever growing constituency of the 
Baptist Churches affiliated with the General 
Missionary Baptist State Convention, USA, for 
the purpose of developing a strong and sound 
progressive denomination to fulfill the ‘‘Great 
Commission’’ enunciated by Jesus Christ, the 

head of the church. We, the messenger of the 
Mount Moriah District Missionary Baptist Asso-
ciation pledge its future to carrying forward of 
programs of religious educational training in 
church membership, evangelism and mission 
as sponsored by the General Missionary Bap-
tist State Convention of Mississippi, through its 
several boards/committees. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Mt. Moriah Baptist Union 
Association for their dedication and out-
standing service to their communities. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ST. LUKE’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN 
LANESBOROUGH, MASSACHU-
SETTS 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take this 
opportunity to recognize St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Lanesborough, Massachusetts as 
they celebrate their 250th Anniversary on June 
25th. The continued dedication of the con-
gregation of St. Luke’s was pivotal in the 
church becoming the oldest active Episcopal 
parish in Western Massachusetts. 

The origins of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
begin in 1767 when a small group of Church 
of England members would meet in a private 
home to worship together. From there they 
moved to a school house where they contin-
ued their worship until they were able to move 
their small congregation to a wooden church 
located in the center of town in 1769. During 
these early years, the church seldom had a 
pastor and was kept alive by the dedication of 
its lay members. In 1862, the parish built the 
‘‘Old Stone Church,’’ an impressive Gothic Re-
vival structure that was added. to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1972. Along with 
many of its original 19th century fixtures, the 
Old Stone Church also boasts a 450-pipe, 
hand-pumped organ that was crafted by Wil-
liam Johnson of Westfield, Massachusetts. 
The organ has gone through several restora-
tions and is currently the fifth-oldest organ in 
use in Massachusetts. 

In 1898, the congregation moved into a new 
structure called the Village Church and tempo-
rarily ceased operating out of the Old Stone 
Church. A major restoration effort in the 
1980s, aided by the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, and returned the church to functional 
condition. Since then, the Old Stone Church 
serves as the parish’s summer home as a 
place of worship for parishioners during the 
summer months, while a second building, the 
Village Church is the parish’s winter home. 

Mr. Speaker, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
serves as a vital link to our region’s history 
and still has much to offer to its parishioners 
even after all these years. As they celebrate 
their semiquincentennial, I wish them all the 
best in continuing to preserve their rich history 
and community involvement that has been the 
legacy of St. Luke’s. 
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IN MEMORY OF SKIPPER PERRY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, South Carolina lost a devoted public serv-
ant with the death of former State Representa-
tive Skipper Perry. He was a courageous early 
pioneer for the Republican Party, helping de-
velop the two-party system in South Carolina. 
On June 21, 2017, a Service of Worship Cele-
brating the Life, Death, and Resurrection was 
conducted at First Baptist Church in Aiken, 
South Carolina, by Reverend Dr. Fred Andrea, 
III, Instrumentalist Joyce M. English, and Solo-
ist Vince Cloud. 

The following thoughtful obituary was appro-
priately published in the Aiken Standard on 
June 20, 2017: 

Robert Spence (Skipper) Perry, Jr. of 
Aiken died peacefully Father’s Day, sur-
rounded by his beloved wife and family. 

A lifelong resident of Aiken, Skipper was 
the son of the late Robert Spence Perry, Sr. 
and May Seigler Perry. He is survived by his 
wife, Anne Straus. 

In addition, Skipper is survived by his two 
sons, Stanley (Meg) of Charlotte, NC and 
Richard (Kristin) of Washington, DC. He 
leaves four grandchildren; Spence, Anne 
Healey, Liza May and Burke. He is also sur-
vived by his brother, William Perry 
(Rosaline) of Naples FL, Mary Ann Gunneson 
(Dave) of Chattanooga, TN, Susan McCarty 
of Aiken, Jeannie (Earle) Robinson (Earle) of 
Augusta, GA, Addison deAurora (Eric) of Sa-
vannah, GA, and the late Otto McCarty, 
brother-in-law. 

Skipper’s life was remarkable for its deep 
devotion to family—enjoying contact with a 
brother or sister every day. His family was 
the warm embrace that sustained him every 
day of his life. 

He repaid that gift by devoting himself to 
the public good—whether in elected office or 
in the service of those who were unable to 
help themselves. He ministered to the sick-
est among us. He offered support for the 
mentally and emotionally disabled. What 
you know of his public deeds pales by what 
he did for countless individuals privately and 
unnoticed. 

He redefined the role of grandfather as an 
active participant in their lives, interested 
in even the smallest details of their routine. 

Skipper was honored recently as the Aiken 
Chamber ‘‘Man of the Year’’. He has also 
served in the South Carolina State Legisla-
ture, Mayor Pro Tempore City of Aiken, City 
Council of Aiken, President Aiken Center for 
the Arts, President Mended Hearts of Aiken, 
Founding member and Chairman of the Tri- 
Development Center, Chairman of the Adult 
Development Center, Founding member of 
the Historic Aiken Foundation, President of 
the United Way of Aiken, President Aiken 
Symphony Guild, Chairman of the Heart 
Walk, President of Pinecrest Elementary 
PTA, Chairman of Palmetto Amateur Golf 
Tournament, Sertoman of the Year, Order of 
the Palmetto, President Aiken Jaycees, 
President of the Aiken Sertoma Club, Amer-
ican Legion Post 26, and Announcer Aiken 
Polo Club. 

Skipper was larger than life. He milked 
every ounce of living from life until the mo-
ment of death. 

The family will receive friends from 5:00– 
8:00 PM Tuesday, June 20, 2017 at Shellhouse 
Funeral Home, Inc., 924 Hayne Ave., Aiken, 
SC. 

Funeral services will be held 1:00 PM 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at Aiken First Bap-

tist Church with The Rev. Dr. Fred Andrea, 
III officiating. Interment will be held imme-
diately following at Historic Bethany Ceme-
tery. 

Honorary pallbearers will be Aiken 
Sertoma Club, American Legion Post 26, and 
the Mended Hearts of Aiken. 

In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting 
donations to Aiken Center for the Arts, 122 
Laurens St SW, Aiken, SC 29801, Mended 
Hearts of Aiken, PO Box 976, Aiken SC 29802 
and the American Legion Post No. 26 (Boy’s 
State Program), 602 Hampton Ave NW, 
Aiken, SC 29801. 

f 

HONORING KENNEDY ALLYSA 
WRIGHT 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a goal oriented stu-
dent at Madison Shannon Palmer High School 
in Marks, Mississippi. 

Kennedy Allysa Wright is eighteen years old 
and a senior at Madison Shannon Palmer 
High School. She was born in Clarksdale, MS, 
but she grew up in Marks, MS. She has two 
siblings, Shadrick Wright, IV and Kaitlyn 
Wright. Her dad, Shadrick Wright, III works for 
a local factory and her mother, Cathy Wright, 
is an LPN II. When she graduates from high 
school, she plans to attend Mississippi State 
University and obtain a master’s degree in Bi-
ological Sciences. 

Throughout her tenure at Madison Shannon 
Palmer High School, she has participated in 
many organizations and a sport. She has held 
leadership positions such as President of the 
FCCLA, Vice President of the Student Council 
in her eleventh grade year, President of the 
Student Council in her twelfth grade year, and 
Treasurer of the Beta Club. She has also par-
ticipated in other clubs and sport such as the 
Science Club and Powerlifting. 

Along with her participation in various clubs 
and organizations, she has received many 
awards for her impressive academic standing 
and citizenship. She has received many aca-
demic awards, such as Highest Average, Su-
perintendent’s List, and Perfect Attendance. 
She has also placed second and third in many 
of the powerlifting competitions. For her Citi-
zenship Award, she participated in many vol-
unteer and community service projects. She 
has packed lunches for the needy, donated 
blood and clothing items, and helped the el-
derly. She has also been assisting her peers 
in applying for college. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Kennedy Allysa Wright as a stu-
dent who is goal oriented and making a dif-
ference in her community. 

f 

COMMENDING THE WORK OF 
GEORGE AND GLORIA SMITH 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend George and Gloria Smith for all of 
the great work they have done in our commu-

nity to raise awareness and funds for mental 
health research. 

After the tragic loss of their son, Adam, the 
Smiths established AdamFest in their son’s 
honor—an annual event to raise awareness 
and resources for mental health research. The 
Smith’s steadfast beliefs and courage in a 
time of tragedy has inspired strength within 
our community, and for that I am very grateful. 
As a mother of three sons, my heart aches for 
the Smith’s loss—and I deeply admire and 
share their resolve to ensure that no other 
family endure the pain they have felt. Their 
story is the reason awareness and research 
for mental illness is essential, and why events 
such as AdamFest are so important. 

I am extremely grateful to be a part of such 
a strong community and I hope that we can 
continue to come together and share our sup-
port for one another. Mr. Speaker, again I 
want to formally thank George and Gloria 
Smith for all of the great work they have done 
for our community. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF MARY N. 
LONG’S 76TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my sincerest congratulations 
and Happy Birthday wishes to an extraor-
dinary nurse, activist, advocate, and pioneer, 
Ms. Mary N. Long, who is celebrating her 76th 
birthday on Monday, June 26, 2017. On this 
day, there will be a celebration at Paschal’s 
Restaurant in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Mary N. Long was born in Guthrie, Kentucky 
in 1941. She moved to Atlanta in 1960 to at-
tend the Grady Memorial Hospital’s School of 
Nursing and went on to graduate in 1963. 
Soon after, Mary embarked on what would be-
come a distinguished career. Starting as an 
ambulatory care nurse at Grady, she gained 
extensive experience while volunteering at At-
lanta’s free clinics and assisting local health 
organizations. She soon became an influential 
figure at Grady, developing the hospital’s sat-
ellite clinics while at the forefront of Grady’s 
participation in Economic Opportunity Atlanta’s 
health affairs to reach the greater Atlanta com-
munity. 

In 1971, Mary developed and became the 
first Coordinator of the Central Referral De-
partment at Grady. This program provided 
both information resources for those unfamiliar 
with the hospital system and advocacy within 
the community regarding policies and proce-
dures so that proper treatment was readily 
available for patients. Her dedication and de-
votion built the program from the ground up 
and her work reflected such. 

While working at Grady, she became in-
volved with the Georgia Nurses Association 
(GNA), and its philanthropic organization, 
Georgia Nurses Foundation (GNF). As an ac-
tive member and chairperson of GNA’s Gov-
ernment Affairs Commission, Mary became 
the first minority woman to be their advocate 
at the Georgia legislature. In 1981, Mary was 
the first African American to be elected as the 
President of GNA where she served two 
terms. As a member of the City of Atlanta’s 
Homeless Task Force, she was instrumental 
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in the partnership between GNF and the city 
that led to the establishment of Atlanta’s first 
clinic for homeless. 

In 1985, Mary Long became the Vice Presi-
dent for Legislative Affairs for the Arthritis 
Foundation and was later promoted to the 
Foundation’s Group Vice President for Public 
Policy and Advocacy in 1996. In addition, she 
was elected to the American Nurses Associa-
tion (ANA) Board of Directors and served as 
ANA’s Second Vice President. 

While Mary has made tremendous contribu-
tions to health care issues, she also made 
great strides in other areas. For example, she 
was active in the movement to pass the Equal 
Rights Amendment in Georgia. She has an 
extensive record of service at the local, re-
gional, and national levels. Her work has tran-
scended through organizations such as the 
YMCA, Atlanta Food Bank, Atlanta Habitat for 
Humanity, and the Atlanta Women’s Founda-
tion. She has received numerous awards for 
her groundbreaking innovation, actions, and 
creative thoughts. As an active member of her 
church, Trinity United Methodist in Atlanta, she 
has held onto her faith the entire journey. 

As a friend of long standing, I have had the 
great privilege of witnessing Mary’s work and 
the impact she has had on our state and na-
tion. She has established a legacy of providing 
support for underrepresented groups on health 
care issues and I am very grateful for her tire-
less advocacy to improve the health care sys-
tem in Georgia as well as her steadfast sup-

port for patients and their families. A woman 
of great integrity, her efforts, her dedication, 
and her expertise in her field are unparalleled. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to join me and 
my wife, Vivian, in honoring an outstanding cit-
izen, advocate, and cherished friend, Ms. 
Mary N. Long, for the inspiring life that she 
leads. We extend our best wishes to her as 
she, her family, and friends celebrate her 75th 
birthday. 
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HONORING KAYLA MICHELLE 
RIGGS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a tenacious young 
woman, Kayla Michelle Riggs. Kayla has 
shown what can be done through hard work, 
setting goals, and aiming high. 

Kayla Michelle Riggs was born on May 16, 
1992 in Vicksburg, Mississippi to Jeffrey and 
Sherry Riggs. She attended her Elementary, 
Junior High School and High School in the 
Vicksburg/Warren School District. 

Kayla graduated from Vicksburg High 
School in 2010 and went on to attend North-
west Community College in Oxford, MS for 

one year. She transferred to the University of 
Mississippi in 2011 and Graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in the field of Criminal 
Justice in 2014. 

In 2014, Kayla started her criminal justice 
career with the Mississippi Gaming Commis-
sion and started to work on her Master’s De-
gree from Delta State University. In April 2016 
she resigned from the Mississippi Gaming 
Commission to work on her Master’s Degree. 

In July of 2016, Kayla join the United States 
Army in the military occupation skill of Infantry 
and was placed in the delayed entry program 
until the United States Army could set a date 
for the first integrated class of women in the 
infantry military occupational specialty. In De-
cember of 2016, she finished her Masters 
Work in the field of Criminology and Social 
Science. 

On January 30, 2017, Kayla reported to the 
United States Army reception station on 
Sandhill at Fort Benning, Georgia. Then on 
February 2017, she started in the first enlisted 
integrated female infantry basic training and 
advanced individual training class. She re-
ceived the Infantry Blue Cord on May 18 and 
graduated on May 19, 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Kayla Michelle Riggs for being 
a part of a historic class, and her dedication 
to serving our great Country and strong desire 
to achieve. 
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