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RECOGNIZING JAMIE MILLER FOR 
HER DEDICATED SERVICE TO 
VIRGINIA’S FIRST CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, during my time 
in Congress I’m grateful and have been fortu-
nate to be supported by great staff. You know 
that while it’s our name on the door and the 
ballot, behind the scene our staff labor tire-
lessly to support and serve our constituents. 
Today, I want to say thank you, congratula-
tions and offer my best to one of my departing 
staff. 

Jamie Jones Miller will be continuing her 
service to the nation by joining the Administra-
tion at the Pentagon as Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for House Affairs. Jamie has 
worked in my office and for the constituents of 
Virginia’s First District for 9 years. 

As my Chief of Staff she’s run my congres-
sional operations for three and a half years, 
has been my top adviser through numerous 
important efforts, and has labored tirelessly to 
serve the Commonwealth and the nation. 

Jamie has dedicated her career to public 
service. I take great pride in her devotion to 
ensuring our nation’s military is strong and 
that our service members are equipped to pro-
tect and defend the homeland. I am confident 
she will use her passion, skills and abilities to 
continue to support our men and women in 
uniform. 

I wish Jamie and Tim the best. I thank her 
for her service, leadership, and commitment to 
our great nation. 

f 

KATELIN BYRD 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Katelin Byrd 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Katelin Byrd is a student at Moore Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Katelin 
Byrd is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Katelin Byrd for winning the Arvada Wheat 

Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong 
support of the Harper/Brady Amendment, 
which is included in this en block package of 
amendments. Our amendment while simple is 
critical to the security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and its information technology 
systems. This amendment allows the Speaker, 
with the concurrence of the Minority Leader, to 
request assistance from the Executive Branch, 
within the confines of current law, in the event 
there is a successful cybersecurity attack on 
the House of Representatives. 

Three scenarios readily come to mind in 
which Executive Branch assistance would be 
critical. 

The first scenario addresses a situation in 
which the House of Representatives has a 
suspicion that a nation-state sponsored actor 
has successfully infiltrated the House network. 
The House of Representatives would need as-
sistance from the National Security Agency, 
the Department of Homeland Security, or pos-
sibly even the Department of Defense’s Cyber 
Command to help identify, eliminate and re-
move the nation-state sponsored actor from 
our network systems. The House of Rep-
resentatives would also need additional assist-
ance from the intelligence community to iden-
tify and validate the nation-state sponsored 
actor and their associated tactics, techniques, 
and procedures. 

The second scenario involves assistance 
from the appropriate law enforcement agency 
in the event the House of Representatives and 
its network systems are victims of criminal ac-
tivity conducted by a malicious actor or actors. 

Finally, the House of Representatives would 
need assistance from the Executive Branch if 
a catastrophic event occurred and com-
promised a significant amount of the House of 
Representatives’ enterprise system, and could 
not guarantee the integrity of the legislative 
process. The House of Representatives would 
seek assistance from the National Security 
Agency, the Department of Homeland Secu-

rity, the intelligence community, or the Depart-
ment of Defense’s Cyber Command to identify 
the root cause of the compromise; protect ex-
isting House information systems; detect any 
collateral damage resulting from the incident; 
respond, resolve, and remove the incident 
from the House systems; and finally, restore 
the House of Representatives to an accept-
able operational state. 

The attempts to attack the House of Rep-
resentatives are real. Every month, the House 
successfully defends against the three to four 
million cyber attacks against our networks. Be-
fore the July 4th recess, the House of Rep-
resentatives successfully fought off a ‘‘brute 
force attack’’ in which more than 44,000 at-
tempts to breach the networks occurred in just 
one day. 

We are not dealing with hypotheticals. It 
may be just a matter of time before one of the 
millions of attempts is successful. The House 
of Representatives must be prepared. 

I encourage my colleagues to support this 
amendment. 

f 

LEVI MICHAELS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Levi Michaels 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Levi Michaels is a student at Mandalay Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Levi Mi-
chaels is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Levi 
Michaels for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, on June 29, 
2017, I missed Roll Call vote No. 341. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘Yes’’ on 
the Motion to Recommit with Instructions. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. ANDY 

DAVID, OUTGOING CONSUL GEN-
ERAL OF THE ISRAELI CON-
SULATE TO THE PACIFIC NORTH-
WEST 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Dr. Andy David, the Israeli Con-
sul General to the Pacific Northwest. As 2017 
marks the end of Dr. David’s tenure in Cali-
fornia, I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring him for his leadership and commit-
ment in the community to building bridges be-
tween the United States and his home country 
of Israel. 

Dr. David stepped into the position of Con-
sul General in 2012, following a history of dis-
tinguished Israeli diplomatic appointments that 
began in 1995. Throughout his half decade of 
service, he has helped strengthen ties be-
tween the West Coast and our allies in Israel. 
Dr. David has worked passionately to build the 
relationship between the University of Cali-
fornia system and educational institutions in 
Israel, and his efforts have also resulted in 
new and fruitful partnerships between Silicon 
Valley companies and Israel’s high-tech indus-
try in Tel Aviv. 

In addition to improving cooperation on the 
international stage, Dr. David has become a 
pillar of the community in his adoptive home of 
San Francisco. A prominent advocate for the 
Bay Area Jewish community, Dr. David will be 
missed by his friends here when he returns 
home this month. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Andy David, Israeli Consul General to the Pa-
cific Northwest, as he celebrates his return to 
Israel. I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring his efforts to strengthen the relation-
ship between our two great countries. 

f 

KAYLA MOORE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kayla Moore 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Kayla Moore is a student at Arvada High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kayla 
Moore is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Kayla Moore for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on July 12, 2017, 
I was unable to be present to cast my vote on 
Amendment No. 5, offered by Mr. DESAULNIER 
of California, to the Gaining Responsibility on 
Water Act of 2017 (H.R. 23). Had I been 
present for roll call No. 350, I would have 
voted AYE. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FRANK 
BARTLETT 

HON. CHARLIE CRIST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and accomplishments of one of 
the greatest of our generation, World War II 
veteran Frank Bartlett, who left us last week at 
the ripe old age of 104. 

Serving as a surgical technician for the 
Ninth Infantry Division, Frank was a hero, 
awarded six bronze stars, one silver star, and 
an American Defense Service Medal for his 
dedication to saving lives on the battlefield. 

During World War II, Frank served in the 
European theater, providing life-saving med-
ical care to his fellow servicemen in North Afri-
ca, Sicily, France, Belgium, and Germany. As 
a surgical technician, Frank followed his broth-
ers into battle, serving at their side so they 
might withstand the attacks of the enemy. On 
D-Day, Frank was one of the only surviving 
medics of the Battle of Normandy, risking his 
life to aid his fallen brothers in the face of in-
credible peril. His efforts went above and be-
yond—Frank would often offer his own blood 
for a patient’s blood transfusion in times of 
need. A talented and tireless surgeon, Mr. 
Bartlett’s courage and humility earned him the 
respect and gratitude of his commanding offi-
cers and his fellow soldiers. 

Before joining the Army, Frank worked as a 
hair stylist in New York, a profession he re-
turned to after completing his military service. 
Following his move to Pinellas County, Flor-
ida, Mr. Bartlett channeled his talent as an art-
ist into opening his own kite shop, sharing the 
fruits of his creativity with the community he 
loved. Even after being declared legally blind, 
Frank’s tenacious spirit drove him forward, 
running his small business, and hiking the 
mountains of Peru. 

Mr. Speaker, at the incredible age of 104 
years, Frank Bartlett passed away on July 8, 
2017. He will be honored and laid to rest at 
Bay Pines National Cemetery. Supported by 
his loving friends, Frank lived out his final 
days in peace. Please join me in offering the 
deepest gratitude to Frank for his service to 
our country, his commitment to his brothers-in- 
arms, and his ceaseless dedication to his 
friends and community. 

LILLIAN NORRIS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Lillian Norris 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Lillian Norris is a student at Arvada K–8 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Lillian Nor-
ris is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Lil-
lian Norris for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

HONORING DALE HEMPHILL, 
FOUNDER OF THE SPIRIT OF 
AMERICA FOUNDATION 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Dale Hemphill, a U.S. Navy 
veteran from Mishawaka, Indiana, on creating 
the Spirit of America Foundation and design-
ing the Spirit of America flag to promote patri-
otism and appreciation for our nation’s vet-
erans. 

The Spirit of America Foundation is a non- 
profit organization founded in 2001 that works 
to identify and prioritize veterans’ health 
issues, create a network among other vet-
erans service organizations, coordinate fund-
raising, establish support groups, and provide 
information and educational resources. The 
Spirit of America flag Dale created symbolizes 
the mission of the foundation and serves as a 
powerful tribute to the brave men and women 
who have sacrificed so much for our country. 

Dale served in the U.S. Navy for six years 
and embodies the values of a true patriot. He 
designed the Spirit of America flag with great 
attention to detail: each aspect of the flag 
serves to commemorate what our veterans 
have done to preserve our freedom in a spe-
cial way. For example, the color red on the 
banner symbolizes bloodshed, and the color 
blue represents valor and bravery. Not only 
does the flag honor our veterans by listing 
every conflict Americans have served in, it 
also recognizes the civilians, firefighters, po-
lice officers, and paramedics who died in the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

Dale has given his flag to people all over 
the world, including four American presidents, 
every Indiana senator, governor, and rep-
resentative, and the last surviving American 
WWI veteran, Frank Buckles. Nicknamed ‘‘Old 
Glory’s Companion,’’ this patriotic flag flies 
over multiple U.S. military bases. 
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Dale’s love of country is evident to anyone 

who knows him. He has dedicated both his 
professional life and free time to serving and 
honoring his country and those who have 
fought to protect it. Even his car reflects his 
patriotism, decorated with both the Spirit of 
America flag and the American flag. 

His incredible commitment of time and talent 
and his positive impact on veterans should in-
spire us all. I am so grateful to Dale for the 
worthy mission he defends. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 2nd District Hoo-
siers, I want to thank Dale Hemphill for his un-
wavering patriotism and his commitment to 
honoring his fellow veterans. He has truly left 
a mark on the northern Indiana community 
and the entire nation, and I look forward to the 
great things that lie ahead in his future. 

f 

HONONRING DRS. JOHN GORMAN, 
VINCENT FREDA AND WILLIAM 
POLLACK FOR CREATING THE 
RH VACCINE 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Drs. John Gorman, Vincent Freda 
and William Pollack for their creation of the Rh 
Vaccine. May 29, 2018, will mark the 50th An-
niversary of the availability of this important 
and innovative medical therapeutic. 

Prior to May 29, 1968, Hemolytic Disease of 
the Newborn (HDN), which is caused by a 
blood incompatibility between the mother and 
the fetus or newborn baby, had afflicted 
women over the ages. In the United States 
alone it was affecting thousands of Rh nega-
tive women and was responsible for nearly 
9,000 fetal or newborn deaths annually. To 
address this crisis, Drs. John Gorman and 
Vincent Freda, practicing physicians at Colum-
bia Presbyterian Hospital in New York, and Dr. 
William Pollack, of the Ortho Research Foun-
dation at Johnson & Johnson in New Jersey, 
created a new vaccine that would prevent 
HDN and rapidly become the standard, world- 
wide, in the care and management of every 
Rh negative pregnancy. 

The Rh Vaccine has nearly eliminated Rh 
hemolytic disease in the United States. This 
development has produced savings in human 
and financial costs that are estimated to ex-
ceed $750 million dollars annually. The Rh 
Vaccine has a track record of being one of the 
most effective and safest products in the his-
tory of vaccines. 

Drs. Gorman, Freda and Pollack were rec-
ognized for their work by the American Asso-
ciation of Blood Banks in 1969. In 1980, they 
were again recognized for this accomplish-
ment by sharing the Lasker Clinical Medical 
Research Award, which honors those whose 
contributions have improved the clinical treat-
ment of patients. 

The Rh Vaccine is just one example why 
New Jersey is known as the medicine chest of 
the world. All the research and development 
for the vaccine was done in Raritan, New Jer-
sey, which is part of the district that I serve. 
The product continues to be manufactured 
there today. 

Mr. Speaker, the accomplishments of Drs. 
Gorman, Freda and Pollack should inspire all 

of us. They should remind us the important 
role Congress has in encouraging research 
and development. Together, we can continue 
to work in a bipartisan fashion to ensure that 
the next group of great doctors and scientists 
in this country has the support they need to 
bring innovative medicines and products to 
market. 

f 

KEVIN PHAM 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kevin Pham 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Kevin Pham is a student at Mandalay Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kevin 
Pham is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Kevin Pham for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING MARY PAT RAIMONDI 
FOR A CAREER DEDICATED TO 
NUTRITION, HEALTH, AND 
STRONG COMMUNITY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to extend my warmest wishes to Mary Pat 
Raimondi, a Minnesotan and dear friend, who 
is retiring after a successful and long career 
as a dietician and anti-hunger advocate. Mary 
Pat most recently has served as Vice Presi-
dent of Strategic Policy and Partnerships of 
the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics where 
she has used her vast experience and knowl-
edge to inform and educate policy makers on 
nutrition issues that improve health and re-
duce hunger. 

Mary Pat’s enthusiasm for her work and 
dedication to nutrition issues is evident from a 
recent interview in which she said, ‘‘I have the 
best job because I can tell the story of the 
value we offer to improve health to members 
of Congress, federal agencies, and the White 
House. I love to promote our members’ work 
that impacts health and helps families and 
communities.’’ 

The leadership demonstrated by Mary Pat 
was evident in Minnesota where she worked 
from many years as Program Director for the 
University of Minnesota Extension. She was a 
frequent visitor to my office and I could always 
count on her advice, insights, and solid infor-
mation on critical policy issues. Mary Pat was 

a consummate professional and a tremendous 
resource for my staff and me. 

Again, I want to thank Mary Pat Raimondi 
for her dedicated service and her passion for 
the children, families, and seniors who bene-
fited from her work. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chair, I rise to speak 
in support of my amendment No. 41 to H.R. 
2810, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2018. 

My amendment directs the Secretary of De-
fense to develop a definition for the term Pro-
curement Administrative Lead Time to be ap-
plied throughout the Department of Defense 
(DoD). Additionally, the amendment also re-
quires a plan for measuring and publicly re-
porting data on procurement administrative 
lead time for DoD contracts and task orders 
above a certain threshold. 

Given the number and costs of contracts 
and task orders issued by the Department of 
Defense, it is important that the Department 
collect information on the amount of time be-
tween when a solicitation is issued and the ini-
tial award of the contract or task order. By es-
tablishing a uniform definition and collecting 
this data, DoD, the contractor community, and 
other stakeholders can better analyze the data 
and use it as a tool to reduce unnecessary 
delays. 

I am very pleased that the managers of this 
legislation recognize the need to find and ad-
dress inefficiencies in the procurement proc-
ess. 

Mr. Chair, I also rise to speak in support of 
my bipartisan amendment No. 43 to H.R. 
2810, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2018, which I have offered with 
my colleague, Mr. ISSA of California. 

My amendment would extend three expiring 
provisions of the Federal Information Tech-
nology Acquisition and Reform Act, which is 
better known as FITARA or Issa-Connolly. 
This bipartisan legislation represented the first 
major reform of the laws governing federal IT 
management since the seminal Clinger-Cohen 
Act of 1996, and it was enacted as a provision 
of the FY2015 NDAA. 

When I meet with stakeholders in federal IT 
from government agencies and industry, I am 
constantly reminded why previous major IT re-
form efforts have fallen short of their poten-
tial—the lack of a robust implementation plan 
and congressional oversight. Through count-
less hearings and briefings, close coordination 
with the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) and Government Accountability Office 
(GAO), and the Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee’s work on the FITARA 
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Scorecard, Congress is committed to the suc-
cessful implementation and oversight of 
FITARA. 

In working with GAO and OMB on FITARA 
implementation, we have found that there are 
areas of FITARA that would benefit from an 
extension of their original sunset date. These 
areas include the provisions on federal data 
center consolidation, transparency and risk 
management of major IT systems (IT Dash-
board), and IT portfolio, program, and re-
source reviews (PortfolioStat). 

Very simply, the federal data center problem 
is bigger than we initially thought. In 2009, 
when Federal Chief Information Officer Vivek 
Kundra directed agencies to determine how 
many data centers they had and begin to con-
solidate those centers, the government esti-
mated it had roughly 1,100 data centers. That 
estimate grew to 11,700 by 2015. 

As GAO has recommended, we are poten-
tially leaving money on the table when it 
comes to data center consolidation if we allow 
FITARA’s data center reporting and planning 
requirements to expire in 2018. Twenty-three 
agencies have reported roughly $656 million 
collectively in planned savings for fiscal years 
2016 through 2018. This is $3.3 billion less 
than the estimated $4.0 billion in planned sav-
ings for fiscal years 2016 through 2018 that 
agencies reported to GAO in November 2015. 
As of April 2017, 23 of 24 agencies have sub-
mitted a strategic plan for data center consoli-
dation. Of the 23 plans, only 7 included all re-
quired information. The remaining plans either 
partially met or did not meet the requirements. 

We need to let agencies know that they are 
not going to be able to run out the clock on 
FITARA’s transparency and reporting require-
ments. A limited extension of the data center 
provisions of FITARA, scheduled to sunset 
October 1, 2018, could help us do that. 

Additionally, the IT Dashboard and 
PortfolioStat provisions of FITARA have al-
lowed OMB to evaluate the efficiencies and 
risk of IT investments and would benefit from 
a permanent extension of the current Decem-
ber 1, 2019 sunset. These are valuable over-
sight tools, and we should continue to use 
them to reform federal IT procurement. 

The federal government invests roughly 
$100 billion in IT each year. I look forward to 
continued bipartisan collaboration on FITARA 
implementation to ensure these investments 
are efficient, effective, and in the best interest 
of the taxpayer. 

I want to thank the Chairman and Ranking 
Member for working with me on this amend-
ment. 

f 

KATELYNNE RIGGINS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Katelynne 
Riggins for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Katelynne Riggins is a student at Warren 
Tech North and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Katelynne 
Riggins is exemplary of the type of achieve-

ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Katelynne Riggins for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, I ask that 
the following exchange of letters be included 
in the RECORD on H.R. 2810: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE, 

Washington, DC, July 3, 2017. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY: I write to 

you concerning H.R. 2810, National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, 
which contains provisions within the Rule X 
jurisdiction of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence (‘‘the Committee’’). 
The Committee recognizes the need for pro-
ceeding expeditiously to Floor consideration 
of this important bill. Therefore, I do not in-
tend to request a sequential referral. 

This waiver is conditional on our mutual 
understanding that my decision to forego 
Committee consideration of this legislation 
does not diminish or otherwise affect any fu-
ture claim over the matters in the bill which 
fall within the Committee’s jurisdiction, and 
that a copy of this letter and your response 
acknowledging the Committee’s jurisdic-
tional interest will be included in the com-
mittee report accompanying H.R. 2810 and 
submitted into the Congressional Record 
during consideration of this bill on the 
House Floor. 

I also intend to seek the appointment of 
Committee Members to any House-Senate 
conference on this legislation and request 
your support if such a request is made. 
Thank you for the cooperative spirit in 
which you have worked regarding this and 
other matters between our respective com-
mittees. 

Sincerely, 
DEVIN NUNES, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, July 5, 2017. 
Hon. DEVIN NUNES, 
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-

telligence, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-

fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 
I agree that the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this 
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a 
sequential referral, the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence is not waiving its 
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report 
on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, July 6, 2017. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing con-

cerning H.R. 2810, the ‘‘National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018,’’ which 
your Committee ordered reported on June 28, 
2017. 

H.R. 2810 contains provisions within the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology’s Rule X jurisdiction. As a result of 
your having consulted with the Committee 
and in order to expedite this bill for floor 
consideration, the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology will forego action on 
the bill. This is being done on the basis of 
our mutual understanding that doing so will 
in no way diminish or alter the jurisdiction 
of the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology with respect to the appointment 
of conferees, or to any future jurisdictional 
claim over the subject matters contained in 
the bill or similar legislation. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter confirming this understanding, and 
would request that you include a copy of this 
letter and your response in the Congres-
sional Record during the floor consideration 
of this bill. Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
LAMAR SMITH, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, July 11, 2017. 
Hon. LAMAR SMITH, 
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and 

Technology, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 
I agree that the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this 
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a 
sequential referral, the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology is not 
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the Con-
gressional Record. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS, 

Washington, DC, June 27, 2017. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write to confirm our 

mutual understanding regarding H.R. 2810, 
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the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2018. This legislation contains 
subject matter within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Small Business. However, in 
order to expedite floor consideration of this 
important legislation, the committee waives 
consideration of the bill. 

The Committee on Small Business takes 
this action only with the understanding that 
the committee’s jurisdictional interests over 
this and similar legislation are in no way di-
minished or altered. 

The committee also reserves the right to 
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your 
support if such a request is made. Finally, I 
would appreciate your including this letter 
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 2810 on the House Floor. Thank 
you for your attention to these matters. 

Sincerely, 
STEVE CHABOT, 

Chairman, Committee on Small Business. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, July 5, 2017. 
Hon. STEVE CHABOT, 
Chairman, Committee on Small Business, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 
I agree that the Committee on Small Busi-
ness has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation, 
and I am most appreciative of your decision 
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree 
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the 
Committee on Small Business is not waiving 
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of 
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

f 

LILLIAN SLIGHT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Lillian Slight 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Lillian Slight is a student at Oberon Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Lillian 
Slight is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Lil-
lian Slight for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments. 

RECOGNIZING DEBBIE 
KRYCZKOWSKI, DEPARTMENT 
PRESIDENT, DEPARTMENT OF 
NEW YORK AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY 

HON. CLAUDIA TENNEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Debbie Kryczkowski, who was elected 
Department (State) President of the American 
Legion Auxiliary, Department of New York at 
the 96th annual convention in Binghamton, 
NY. Debbie is a 33-year member of Lee Unit 
1794 of Oneida County, a past unit president, 
and life member. Debbie remains very active 
in her Unit, presently serving as Secretary. 
Debbie continues volunteering for various unit 
functions. 

Debbie has chaired many committees on 
the county level and county offices, and is cur-
rently serving as Constitution & Bylaws Chair. 
Debbie received department awards as the 
County Chairman of Leadership, Empire Girls 
State, Membership and Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation. Debbie served as 5th District 
President, District Membership Chairman, Ser-
geant at Arms, and a District representative at 
Department Conventions and member of two 
Department Convention Committees. 

On the Department level, Debbie served on 
Junior Activities, Executive Board, Public Rela-
tion, National Security, Children & Youth and 
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation and is cur-
rently the Membership Chairman. Debbie is a 
graduate of the National American Legion Ex-
tension Institute and National American Auxil-
iary Leadership Correspondence Course. She 
was the Public Relations Instructor and is an 
Alumni of the American Legion Auxiliary Col-
lege. Debbie is a Chapeau Passe’ of the Onei-
da County Salon No. 31. 

Debbie is spending the year promoting and 
raising money for the Tragedy Assistance Pro-
gram for Survivors. The Tragedy Assistance 
Program for Survivors (TAPS) offers compas-
sionate care to all those grieving the death of 
a loved one serving in our Armed Forces. 
Since 1994, TAPS has provided comfort and 
hope 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
through a national peer support network and 
connection to grief resources, all at no cost to 
surviving families and loved ones. 

Their National Military Survivor Seminar and 
Good Grief camp has been held annually 
since 1994. TAPS also conducts regional Sur-
vivor Seminars and Good Grief Camps at lo-
cations across the country. The Tragedy As-
sistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) is a 
not-for-profit organization and is not part of, or 
endorsed by, the Department of Defense. 

On a personal level, Debbie received her 
eligibility through her brother, a Vietnam and 
U.S. Army Veteran Philip Racquet. She has 
five brothers, who are all Vietnam Veterans, 
and has three sisters. Her deceased father, 
Phillip E Racquet, was a WWII Army Veteran 
of the European Theater. Debbie’s son is Re-
tired Tech. Sgt. Robert Kryczkowski, Jr. of the 
United States Air Force. Debbie has five 
grandsons: Kevin, Nathan, Zachary, Rylan, 
and Christian. She is a volunteer with the 
Hemlocks at Rome Hospital and Rome Rotary 
Club as a Board of Director. Debbie recently 
retired from M&T Bank to devote her time to 
her family and her American Legion Family. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, on July 12, 
2017 during the second vote series of the day, 
I was unavoidably detained on Roll Call No. 
351 and missed the vote. Had I been present, 
I would have voted Nay. 

f 

LARISSA TORRALBA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Larissa 
Torralba for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Larissa Torralba is a student at Jefferson 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Larissa 
Torralba is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Larissa Torralba for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RO KHANNA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be present for votes in the House of Rep-
resentatives yesterday, Wednesday, July 12, 
2017, due to the recent birth of my son. Due 
to the absence, I missed Roll Call votes 347 
through 352. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: 

Nay on Roll Call vote 347 (ordering the pre-
vious question on the Rule providing for con-
sideration of both H.R. 23, the Gaining Re-
sponsibility on Water (GROW) Act of 2017, 
and H.R. 2810, the National Defense Author-
ization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2018 
(FY18)); 

Nay on Roll Call vote 348 (the Rule pro-
viding for consideration of both H.R. 23, the 
GROW Act, and H.R. 2810, the NDAA for 
FY18); 

Aye on Roll Call vote 349 (passage of H.R. 
1492, the Medical Controlled Substances 
Transportation Act); 

Aye on Roll Call vote 350 (the DeSaulnier 
amendment to require the Interior Department 
to review available and new technologies for 
capturing municipal wastewater); 

Aye on Roll Call vote 351 (the Carbajal mo-
tion to recommit H.R. 23 to add an exemption 
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to the underlying bill to ensure there is an 
adequate supply of water from reservoirs or 
other surface waters to help fight wildfires); 
and 

Nay on Roll Call vote 352 (passage of H.R. 
23, the GROW Act). 

f 

THANKING VICKIE PLUNKETT FOR 
TWENTY-THREE YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to thank Vickie Plunkett for her over twenty 
years of service in the United States House of 
Representatives. As we consider the Fiscal 
Year 2018 National Defense Authorization bill 
in the House Armed Services Committee, for 
the tenth and final time with Vickie as a Pro-
fessional Staff Member on the Committee, I 
would like to take a moment to reflect on her 
decades of service to this body, and our na-
tion. 

Vickie has served as the lead staffer for the 
Readiness Subcommittee, which oversees the 
largest account in the Department of Defense, 
Operations and Maintenance, to include mili-
tary operations, readiness, and training issues, 
funding, and programs. In this capacity, she 
has fought to ensure that our men and women 
in uniform are trained, ready, and equipped to 
carry out missions we ask of them, while en-
suring that we are acting as responsible stew-
ards of the taxpayer dollar. As the Ranking 
Member of the Readiness Subcommittee, I 
have deeply valued Vickie’s counsel and ad-
vice, as well as her candid perspectives. 

Vickie joined the House Armed Services 
Committee in 2007 after more than a decade 
of working on defense issues in Congress. 
From 1989 to 2002, she served as the Deputy 
Chief of Staff and Military Legislative Assistant 
to my friend and the former Chairman of the 
Readiness Subcommittee, Solomon Ortiz, as 
well as former Congressman Glen Browder, 
another member of the Subcommittee. Prior to 
relocating to Washington D.C., Vickie honed 
her critical thinking and journalistic skills as a 
publisher, editor, reporter, and photographer 
for daily and weekly newspapers in Alabama 
and Georgia. Her editorial expertise and delib-
erative approach served her and the Com-
mittee well not only as we crafted the annual 
defense authorization bill, but also through 
countless hearings, markups, and meetings. 
Her efforts have been instrumental to enacting 
good public policies for our military and our 
servicemembers and their families are better 
equipped, trained, and resourced because of 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, Vickie’s departure from the 
House Armed Services Committee will leave 
us without the decades of experience and wis-
dom that she brought to each and every chal-
lenge we encountered. I am proud of the work 
she did, as well as the intelligent, thoughtful 
manner in which she approached it. On a per-
sonal level, Vickie has been a tremendous 
friend of Guam and the men and women who 
serve on our island. So on behalf of my con-
stituents and the people of Guam, I extend her 
my sincere un dangkulo na si Yu’os ma’ase 

(deepest gratitude). I wish her, her husband 
David, and their families well as they enter the 
next chapter in their lives. 

f 

KHANG TRAN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Khang Tran 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Khang Tran is a student at Oberon Middle 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Khang 
Tran is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Khang Tran for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
(LTC) ROBERT B. NEWELL, SR. 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the late Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Rob-
ert B. Newell, Sr., for the eleven years of his 
life that he dedicated to the Army as a sur-
geon, and the countless years he dedicated 
as a civilian to saving the lives of others. 

After growing up in Buffalo, NY, LTC Newell 
attended Colgate University, leaving for finan-
cial reasons before he could achieve a full de-
gree. However, this did not prevent him from 
earning his M.D. at the University of Buffalo 
Medical School. Colgate University would later 
issue LTC Newell a degree based on his med-
ical school credits at the request of his son, al-
though LTC Newell passed away shortly be-
fore hearing this news. 

His service to our country started shortly 
after his graduation from medical school, when 
LTC Newell joined the army as a trauma sur-
geon during World War II. He saved the lives 
of many wounded allied soldiers in England, 
France and Germany until after the end of the 
war in 1946. 

LTC Newell re-enlisted in the Army in 1948 
and served as a Major and head of the De-
partment of Surgery at Fort Lee. He was soon 
advanced in rank to Lieutenant Colonel and 
dispatched to Korea, where he served as 
commanding officer of the 2nd Mobile Army 
Surgical Hospital (MASH) Unit, the 8225th. 
LTC Newell received the Bronze Star Medal 
for his heroic achievements and service in 
combat zone in Korea as part of the MASH 
Unit. He gave soldiers the immediate and en-
compassing care that saved many lives 

throughout his years of service. He retired 
from duty in 1953. 

Even after his time in the Army, LTC Newell 
continued to serve the community and save 
lives as a surgeon and as a leader. Over his 
long career, in addition to his surgical practice, 
he also served as the president of medical 
staffs at three different Illinois hospitals, and 
as head of the High Point Emergency room in 
North Carolina. 

I am here today to honor LTC Newell after 
his countless years of service to both the U.S. 
Army and to injured civilians. His service and 
commitment to saving lives is commendable, 
and he is well deserving of this honor. His 
son, five grandchildren, and six great-grand-
children still remember the great deeds and 
legacy of their beloved father and ‘‘Grand-
father Beach,’’ as well as the positive influ-
ence he had on their lives. As his grandson 
Danny writes, Lt. Col. Newell ‘‘was the epit-
ome of Brokaw’s Greatest Generation.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call vote 349 on Wednesday, July 12, 
2017. Had I been present, I would have voted 
Yea on Roll Call vote 349. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNUAL 
FRANKLIN COUNTY FAIR 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to recognize the 100th Annual 
Franklin County Fair. Since 1917, the Franklin 
County Agricultural Society has given our 
Central Ohio community countless memories 
of summertime fun had at the County Fair. 

Central Ohio has a rich agricultural heritage, 
and that heritage is on full display at the 
Franklin County Fair. Its craft marketplace al-
lows patrons to purchase the exquisite and 
well-made products of local vendors, and its 
Junior Fair provides young student farmers 
with the chance to showcase their hard work 
and skill in agriculture. 

But most importantly, the County Fair pro-
vides friends and families from Obetz to Hill-
iard time to reconnect with one another. They 
can forget their hectic lives and enjoy tradi-
tions that have been appreciated by genera-
tions for 100 years. 

I am grateful to the Franklin County Agricul-
tural Society and the Franklin County Fair 
Board for ensuring the success of this year’s 
event, and I am proud to recognize all who 
have been a part of its storied history. 
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JOSIAH VIGIL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Josiah Vigil 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Josiah Vigil is a student at Arvada K–8 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Josiah Vigil 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jo-
siah Vigil for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

ADDRESSING DIGITAL CURRENCY 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
address digital currency. This new financial 
platform is recreating the structures of inter-
national finance, and in part offers many excit-
ing opportunities for our future. 

However, our nation must ensure that the 
rise of digital currency, and its use within our 
borders, does not help aid the actions of ter-
rorists, criminals, and others who want to hurt 
us. 

In recent weeks, the Subcommittee on Ter-
rorism and Illicit Finance of the House Finan-
cial Services Committee, led by its chairman, 
Congressman Steve Pearce, held a critical 
hearing entitled ‘‘Virtual Currency: Financial In-
novation and National Security Implications.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, at this hearing, the serious na-
tional security implications of digital currency, 
and its use by terrorists was examined. Unless 
we in Congress develop rational and balanced 
policies, we may be enabling the very terror-
ists who wish to destroy us. 

Of particular concern is that many of the 
leading digital currencies are not compliant 
with the ‘‘Anti-Money Laundering’’ and ‘‘Know 
Your Customer’’ requirements that we demand 
of our other financial institutions. This lack of 
compliance provides a widely opened door for 
forces of evil to finance their terrible endeav-
ors. 

The question, Mr. Speaker, is how we are 
able to balance our desire to protect our na-
tion and innocents around the world from ter-
ror, while not losing our freedoms or economic 
opportunities. 

At this time, virtually all the world’s digital 
currencies are not compliant with the critical 
AML/KYC standards we expect of our other in-
stitutions. Some in the digital currency world 
argue that digital finance requires a relaxation 
of these standards. This is absolutely incor-
rect. 

I encourage Congress to continue its efforts 
to study digital finance, and I am hopeful that, 
in the coming weeks, our focus will attend to 
the issue of AML/KYC compliance, highlighting 
those currencies that refuse to provide this 
safeguard, and examining and encouraging 
those who do. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAPE CORAL SWIM 
TEAM 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and con-
gratulate the nine swimmers from the Cape 
Coral swim team who qualified for the Florida 
Age Group Championships this weekend. 

Swimmers Brent Baker, Evan Baker, 
Maddie Lehman, Jacob Bilancione, Hayden 
Tedhams, Skylar Gusler, Natalie Handzlik, 
Anne Kokosinski and Melana Greene have 
displayed tremendous skill and determination 
to qualify for this competition. All under four-
teen years of age, these swimmers have 
shown commendable character as they have 
practiced tirelessly for this opportunity. 

I would also like to honor veteran coach Ed 
Collins for his dedication to the swim team 
and the City of Cape Coral. His hard work has 
brought a record of nine swimmers from the 
team to this elite competition this year and his 
three decades of service have inspired many 
children in our community. 

I am honored to have the Cape Coral swim 
team and Coach Collins represent our district 
at the championships in Sarasota this week-
end. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted: YEA on Rollcall No. 349. 

f 

BELOVED: CHILDREN OF THE 
HOLOCAUST 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on June 18, 2017, The State newspaper of 
Columbia, South Carolina, published a re-
markable article by John Monk entitled, ‘‘In 
S.C. artist’s portraits, Holocaust children live.’’ 

The following portions of the article reveal 
how the memories of these children are kept 
alive through an extraordinary heartfelt 
achievement: 

‘‘I draw their eyes first,’’ said Mary 
Burkett, ‘‘and I reach a moment where I just 
make some little subtle shading, and all of a 
sudden, I see the little person, and I just sort 
of say, ‘Hey, darling.’ 

‘‘It is so wonderful that they are there. 
They seem to me as though they are hiding 
in the paper, and I just reveal them. I just 
find them. 

Since January, Burkett, 64, of West Colum-
bia, has created 19 pastel portraits of chil-
dren. Using old grainy black and white 
photos she printed from the Internet, she has 
spent hours, dabbing on minute amounts of 
pastel with a Q-tip or a rolled paper stump 
called a tortillon, creating the pictures on 
light brown paper. 

She works at home, surrounded by high 
windows, or on the third floor of the Rich-
land County’s main library—both places 
with natural or bright overhead light. It 
takes her 25 or 30 hours over a week to draw 
just one image. 

They aren’t just any children. They are 
Jewish children who died in the Holocaust. 
Their faces exude happiness, though, for the 
photos that Burkett worked from were taken 
when the children were with their families, 
before being sent to the horror of the death 
camps created by Nazi Germany. 

To those who have seen them, Burkett’s 
portraits radiate life, love and loss, inter-
twined in a way digital or photographic im-
ages can’t convey. 

Many viewer tear up. They might have 
come across photos before of Jewish children 
killed in Hitler’s concentration camps dur-
ing World War II. But none like Burkett’s, 
they said. 

‘‘I’ve never seen anything like it, person-
ally,’’ said Barry Abels, executive director of 
the Columbia Jewish Federation. ‘‘Some-
thing gets yanked right out of me when I 
look at these pictures.’’ 

Abels heard about Burkett’s portraits. 
After showing them to some friends, he in-
vited her to Holocaust Remembrance Day at 
Columbia’s Tree of Life Synagogue in April. 
She set up a table, and people dropped by to 
see her sketches, still in her sketch book. 

‘‘Everybody was amazed,’’ Abels said. ‘‘The 
images jump out of the paper. She had cap-
tured the essence of the children. ‘Remark-
able’ was a word I heard more than once 
. . .’’ 

Because of the positive reactions from oth-
ers, Burkett has made her goal with the pic-
tures to share them with others in a way 
that lets others learn their stories . . . 

Burkett showed her first portrait, of 
Hersch Goldberg, to her husband of 40 years, 
Ronny. He liked what she had done, encour-
aged her to continue, and advised her that if 
she felt she had to do the portraits, she 
should continue. 

‘‘I started looking for pictures of children 
from the Holocaust, wanting their pictures 
to be from the 1930s, before the Holocaust 
happened. The reason for that is, they were 
children. They laughed, and they cried, and 
they fussed, and they giggled, and they ran, 
all the things that kids do.’’ 

Back then, Burkett said, cameras were a 
novelty and children didn’t make faces when 
you took their picture. ‘‘Whatever emotion 
they were feeling, is actually on their little 
faces . . .’’ 

Belinda Gergel, a Burkett friend and re-
tired history professor at Columbia College 
who now lives in Charleston, said, ‘‘Quite 
frankly, these drawings are about as power-
ful as they could be.’’ 

‘‘Mary has a gift, and it’s a gift that tran-
scends time, and it brings the past right 
back into the present,’’ Gergel said. ‘‘When 
you look at these drawings, you are con-
fronting the central question about human 
experience: How could we have lost these 
very special children?’’ 

Gergel, Hamm, Abels and Filler all hope 
Burkett can find a way to share what she’s 
done with wider audiences. 

Whatever happens, Burkett doesn’t want 
herself to be the focus of attention. 
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‘‘All the power resides in the children. I 

don’t think it’s my drawing at all,’’ she said. 

f 

FULBRIGHT PROGRAM GRANTEES 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize several out-
standing individuals from my district who have 
received prestigious Fulbright awards during 
this past academic year. They are Cristaly 
Carrion, Debra Darnell, Emilio Feijoo, Joy 
Hazell and Mark Simpson. 

Established by Congress in 1946, the Ful-
bright Program attempts to forge relations be-
tween Americans and emerging leaders 
around the globe through international edu-
cation exchange. Each year, over 3,000 U.S. 
students and professionals in a myriad of dis-
ciplines are offered merit-based Fulbright 
grants to lecture, study, and conduct research 
all over the world. Alumni of the Fulbright Pro-
gram have gone on to achieve distinction in 
science, the arts, business, and several other 
fields. 

The five grantees from my constituency 
traveled to a diverse array of host countries— 
Cristaly to Spain, Debra to Peru, Emilio to the 
United Kingdom, Joy to Dominica, and Mark to 
Rwanda. Under the Fulbright Program, they 
worked with a wide range of partners and 
gained valuable skills and expertise that will 
serve them well in any endeavors they may 
wish to pursue. The relationships they formed 
will help build a foundation of trust on which 
the U.S. may advance global peace and secu-
rity. 

I congratulate Cristaly, Debra, Emilio, Joy 
and Mark on their outstanding honors, and 
wish them the best of luck as they continue to-
ward their academic and professional aspira-
tions. 

f 

HONORING MR. DAVID SMITH 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Mr. David Smith for his 
nearly 50 years of service as a Professor of 
Music at Western Connecticut State University 
and for his community leadership in Danbury, 
Connecticut. Mr. Smith retired this year from 
his role at WCSU, and I thank him for his long 
commitment to encouraging students and their 
passion for music. 

Percussion has been David’s life work. As a 
student of music, David excelled in both his 
undergraduate and master’s degree studies. 
He then began working as a Professor of 
Music at WCSU in 1970, and David dem-
onstrated a remarkable ability to connect with 
and inspire thousands of students. His excel-
lence in teaching and dedication to helping 
students was widely recognized, and he re-
ceived Connecticut’s Higher Education Music 
Educator of the Year Award in 1995 and 
WCSU’s Teacher Excellence Awards in 2010. 
David touched the lives of countless students, 

and his legacy in musical education at WCSU 
and in our state will be remembered for gen-
erations. 

In addition to his career as a professor, 
David also worked as a percussionist in sev-
eral orchestras, including the New Haven 
Symphony Orchestra, the Ives Symphony Or-
chestra, the Bridgeport Symphony, and the 
Ridgefield Orchestra. 

Mr. Speaker, David Smith committed his ca-
reer to teaching and public service, and his 
devotion to his students, his work, and his 
community will have lasting impacts. There-
fore, it is fitting and proper that we honor Mr. 
David Smith here today. I offer my best wish-
es for a well-deserved and restful retirement. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong sup-
port of Amendment No. 18, and I’m proud to 
be a cosponsor of it. 

The amendment authorizes $15 million for 
an innovative program known as Hacking for 
Defense. I’m proud this was originally piloted 
at Stanford University in my Congressional 
District and has since expanded to six other 
colleges and universities around the country. 

Hacking for Defense offers our country’s 
best and brightest students the opportunity to 
work directly with our nation’s military to iden-
tify our most urgent national security threats. 

Students design innovative solutions using a 
lean-startup model that can quickly lead to the 
procurement of new technologies that solve 
real-world problems facing our military and the 
warfighter. 

Hacking for Defense integrates 
entrepreneurism with public service and helps 
the federal government become more flexible 
and less bureaucratic in its approach to prob-
lem solving, something Congress has long 
sought to foster. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bipar-
tisan amendment. 

f 

GEORGE TAKACS 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of George 
Takacs, a student at Gulf Coast High School 
in Naples, who recently committed to play 
football at the University of Notre Dame. By 
signing his commitment, George fulfilled a life-
long dream to attend the University he has ad-
mired throughout his life. 

Selected as an Army All-American, George 
has proven his dedication to the sport and 
achieving his goals. He will be on the field 
with some of the finest athletes in the country, 
while pursuing his academic goals with some 
of the finest scholars in the world. 

I congratulate George on his perseverance 
and look forward to seeing what he will ac-
complish in South Bend over the course of his 
collegiate career. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
from votes yesterday due to my participation 
in a health care listening session in Lexington, 
Kentucky, with Vice President Mike Pence. As 
vice chair of the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce Health Subcommittee, this 
was another great opportunity for me to hear 
firsthand from Kentucky’s small business own-
ers about their experiences providing health 
insurance for their employees. Had I been 
present, I would have voted on Roll Call No. 
345, Yea; Roll Call No. 346, Yea; Roll Call No. 
347, Yea; Roll Call No. 348, Aye; Roll Call No. 
349, Yea; Roll Call No. 350, No; Roll Call No. 
351, No; Roll Call No. 352, Aye. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Chair, I rise today in sup-
port of the Sinema-Fitzpatrick-Budd amend-
ment to H.R. 2810, the Fiscal Year 2018 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. 

I thank Chairman Thornberry and Ranking 
Member Smith for their support of our amend-
ment and for including it in the en bloc pack-
age. 

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL) continues to represent a clear threat to 
the security of the United States and our al-
lies, and to stability in the Middle East. 

While ISIL has lost significant territory over 
the last six months, the terrorist organization 
continues to oppress and murder civilians in 
Syria and Iraq and spread its message of vio-
lence and hate across the globe. 

ISIL’s perverted orthodoxy and efforts to 
support and inspire attacks in the United 
States and elsewhere are direct threats to our 
security and safety. 

We must do all we can to accelerate ISIL’s 
destruction. 

Our bipartisan amendment ensures that the 
Report on the United States Strategy in Syria 
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required by the underlying bill includes a de-
scription of amounts and sources of ISIL fi-
nancing and our efforts to disrupt this financ-
ing as part of the broader US strategy in 
Syria. 

Financing is the lifeblood of any organiza-
tion. 

Denying revenue streams from oil, from sto-
len currency, and from extortion, has helped in 
the fight against ISIL. 

Less money means fewer weapons, fewer 
fighters, and fewer resources to support those 
fighters, but the fight is far from over and ISIL 
has already demonstrated its ability to adapt 
and evolve. 

As ISIL loses territory in Iraq and Syria, it 
looks abroad to inspire and support terrorist 
attacks in other countries around the world. 

We must choke off its sources of revenue. 
We must deny its access to resources that 
fund operations in Syria, Iraq, and abroad. 

Our amendment ensures we stay focused 
on financing, and we do it in a way that sup-
ports our broader military and counter-ter-
rorism strategies. 

As we have seen, effectively integrating 
smart counter threat finance enhances our 
overall strategy in Syria and Iraq and can pre-
vent ISIL support for attacks in the US, in Eu-
rope and elsewhere. 

Ultimately, it will accelerate the fall of ISIL 
and keep Americans safe. 

I thank my colleagues Congressman 
FITZPATRICK and Congressman BUDD for offer-
ing this amendment with me. 

Again, I thank Chairman THORNBERRY and 
Ranking Member SMITH for their support and 
for their continued bipartisan leadership in 
support of our country’s national security. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 49TH CITI OPEN 
TENNIS TOURNAMENT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing the Citi Open Tennis Tour-
nament, taking place July 29 through August 
6, 2017, in Rock Creek Park, and in recog-
nizing these dates as ‘‘Tennis Week in the 
District of Columbia.’’ All are invited to attend 
the 49th edition of this Washington tennis tra-
dition, a cultural, economic and community 
staple in the region. 

The tournament, now known as the Citi 
Open Tennis Tournament, was founded in 
1969 by tennis legend and Hall of Famer Don-
ald Dell, along with business partner John 
Harris, and with the support of Arthur Ashe, 
the first African-American to win both the U.S. 
Open and Wimbledon. Ashe declared he 
would participate in the inaugural tournament 
under two conditions: the tournament would 
take place in a naturally integrated neighbor-
hood, and it would be played on public land 
where all people could come together, enjoy 
the sport and share the experience. Today, 
the tournament remains at its original location 
on 16th & Kennedy Streets NW., in Rock 
Creek Park. 

In 1972, Donald Dell gifted the tournament 
to the Washington Tennis & Education Foun-
dation (then called the Washington Area Ten-

nis Patrons), a nonprofit organization sup-
porting local education causes. 

The Citi Open Tennis Tournament draws 
the best players in the world, making D.C. a 
global tennis destination. The tournament is 
also seen on television in over 180 countries. 
A recent economic impact study found that the 
estimated total gross impact of the Citi Open 
on the regional economy is more than $28.2 
million. The tournament is the only Association 
of Tennis Professionals 500–level event in the 
United States, and it is one of only four pro-
fessional tennis tournaments combining men’s 
and women’s events. It is also recognized as 
an International level tournament by the Wom-
en’s Tennis Association. As the tournament 
returns to the District this year, the city and 
our office will be working with residents of the 
neighborhood to ensure that measures are 
taken to mitigate traffic in the area and that 
the beautiful residential neighborhood of the 
tournament’s location is undisturbed. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing ‘‘Tennis Week 
in the District of Columbia’’ for the Citi Open 
Tennis Tournament, as well as the Wash-
ington Tennis & Education Foundation for their 
efforts. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, my vote was re-
corded as Yea on Roll Call No. 350. My inten-
tion was to vote Nay on Roll Call No. 350. 

f 

GRACE JONES RETIREMENT 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise to bring to the 
attention of my colleagues the good work of 
Grace Jones, who is retiring on July 14th as 
the executive director for the past 31 years of 
Couleecap. The people, families, and commu-
nities of western Wisconsin are better off as a 
result of her work and leadership. 

As a community action agency, Couleecap 
serves low-income people and families in 
Vernon, La Crosse, Crawford, and Monroe 
counties, with programs that help people with 
housing, including home ownership and reha-
bilitation; weatherization and other energy effi-
ciency measures; employment and training; 
transportation; food and clothing; and drug use 
prevention. However, under Grace’s leader-
ship, Couleecap continues to evolve with the 
needs of the community. Many people at-
tribute Couleecap’s success to Grace’s ability 
to recognize and understand the needs and 
the challenges ofthe people that she and the 
agency serves. 

Trained as a teacher, Grace began her work 
with Couleecap as a specialist working with at- 
risk youngsters. ‘‘As a teacher, I tried to instill 
in very student the hope and belief that they 
could achieve their dreams with hard work and 
persistence,’’ Grace told the La Crosse Trib-
une. With her work at Couleecap, she has 

been able to help people grow, better them-
selves, and improve countless lives and fami-
lies along the way. 

Over the years, Grace has received a num-
ber of awards for her work. While appreciative 
of the attention, she has never forgotten the 
reason for her work, telling the La Crosse 
Tribune, ‘‘At Couleecap, we are so glad that 
we can help families with encouragement, 
hope and the tools that they need.’’ She con-
tinues, ‘‘we prefer to believe we live in a land 
of great opportunity equally available to every-
one. This is not true. Discrimination and pov-
erty still exist—and too many people have tal-
ents that are quickly buried under poverty’s 
crushing weight. For these talents to flourish, 
there must be equal opportunity for all.’’ 

I thank Grace Jones for her work at 
Couleecap. Her work has made a real and 
lasting impression to the people and commu-
nities she served. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARK ZAMBON 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize someone who has made a lasting 
impact in my Congressional District and the 
community. 

Two years ago, Mark Zambon joined my of-
fice as part of the Wounded Warrior Fellow-
ship program through the House of Represent-
atives. He will be leaving my San Diego office 
in July of 2017. 

While he was my primary liaison with our 
veterans community, Mark also served as a 
community representative to neighborhoods 
and managed a number of issues critical to 
my district. Mark always has a ‘‘can do’’ atti-
tude. lf you needed something yesterday, you 
got it yesterday. 

Mark marvelously represented Mission Hills, 
El Cajon, Mission Valley, University Heights, 
and Uptown. 

His passion and work with the Veterans and 
Active Duty communities in San Diego has not 
gone unnoticed by my constituents. In the 
closing days of his service to the 53rd, com-
munities have been honoring and thanking 
him for his work. 

Mark hails from Marquette, Michigan. After 
graduating from Marquette Senior High 
School, he enlisted in the Marine Corps. Mark 
deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan with six 
combat tours and two Purple Hearts. Serving 
as an explosive ordnance disposal technician 
in Afghanistan, he lost both legs from an ex-
plosion during a mission in Sangin, a town in 
Afghanistan’s Helmand province. 

Despite this, it’s not uncommon to find Mark 
scaling up a rock face or racing cars. In fact, 
Mount Kilimanjaro was a recent conquest. 

When he is not going the extra mile to help 
veterans in the 53rd Congressional District, 
Mark is probably traveling, tracking down a 
quality craft brewery, or hanging with his cat 
Frankly. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot say enough about 
how Mark has taken on the role of providing 
support for his fellow warriors injured in the 
line of duty and honoring those who have 
given their lives in defense of our country. 

I am proud to recognize Mark and thank him 
for all of his outstanding contributions to our 
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local communities, our constituents, and our 
country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DENNY HECK 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to make a 
correction in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
Earlier today, this body took a vote series with 
twelve votes in a row, ten of which were 
amendments to the National Defense Author-
ization Act, H.R. 2810. 

During that vote series, we considered 
Amendment Number Six, offered by my friend 
and colleague, Mr. NADLER of New York. That 
amendment would have struck Section 1022 
of the bill, which prohibits the use of funds for 
transfer or release of individuals detained at 
Guantanamo Bay. 

For too many of our friends and allies 
around the world, the Guantanamo Bay facility 
has become a symbol of human rights 
abuses, and our enemies use it to rally oppo-
sition to the United States. I have consistently 
voted to close Guantanamo Bay. 

Unfortunately, my recorded vote was op-
posed to this Amendment. I would like to cor-
rect the record of my vote in favor of Amend-
ment Six and opposed to detaining individuals 
at Guantanamo Bay. 

f 

REMEMBERING REVEREND KATIE 
R. FOSTER 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I was deeply 
saddened to hear of the loss of Rev. Katie R. 
Foster Anthony, a proud representative of the 
values, ambition, and resilience of the people 
of South Mississippi. Throughout her illustrious 
life she graciously and selflessly served oth-
ers, setting an example of how to passionately 
pursue Jesus Christ and spread His love to 
all. The community is a much better place be-
cause of her tireless efforts, and her legacy 
will live on. 

As one ofthe first Ordained Women Min-
isters in the United Methodist Church, she 
broke through gender barriers and continu-
ously deepened her faith, spreading her wis-
dom to many people, including her congrega-
tion at Solid Rock Church of God in Christ. 
Pastor Katie shared the Gospel outside of her 
church as well, through her roles as host of 
the Common Sense Television Show, radio 
host minister on 94.5 FM WJZD, a prison min-
ister, an ordained minister of the Haven Chap-
el United Methodist Church, and a member of 
‘‘The Way Christian Ministries.’’ Her teachings 
will live on and continue to inspire others. 

Pastor Katie has always been active in her 
Mississippi community. She was a 4H lifetime 
member, a member of the Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, the founder of Foster Enterprises 
‘‘fast tax’’ income tax service, a grocery store 
business owner, a social worker, a school 
teacher, and overall an outstanding community 
member. She had an insatiable thirst for 

knowledge, starting her education at Nichols 
High School in Biloxi, and continuing on to 
earn undergraduate and graduate degrees 
from many renowned colleges including Wiley 
College, Southern University, and Emory Uni-
versity. 

I have been inspired by Pastor Katie and 
know her incredible life will motivate others to 
unselfishly serve their community. She be-
lieved anyone can make a powerful difference 
no matter where they are or what situation 
they may find themselves in, and this attitude 
is one I wholeheartedly commend. The people 
of South Mississippi can learn so much about 
what it means to be a good community mem-
ber, American, and all around person by look-
ing at the example Pastor Katie set. She will 
be deeply missed by her congregation, her 
loving family, and the multitude of people she 
impacted. 

Words seem inadequate during a time of 
loss such as this, but I pray that all those that 
knew and loved Pastor Katie find comfort in 
the arms of family, friends, and community 
members on whom she left a tremendous im-
pression. My thoughts and prayers are with 
everyone during this difficult time, and I will al-
ways remember Pastor Katie as the amazing 
woman and trailblazer that she was. On behalf 
of the people of Mississippi, I recognize her 
life and service. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union 
had under consideration the bill (H.R. 
2810) to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2018 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense and for 
military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, I want to 
thank Chairman THORNBERRY and Ranking 
Member SMITH for shepherding this legislation 
to the floor and for their devotion to the men 
and women of the Armed Forces who risk 
their lives to keep our nation safe. 

Mr. Chair, thank you for the opportunity to 
explain the Jackson Lee Amendment to H.R. 
2810, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for FY2018, which authorizes $2.5 million in 
increased funding to combat and treat Post- 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

Had it been made in order, this Jackson Lee 
amendment would have provided additional 
funding to be used toward outreach activities 
targeting hard to reach veterans; especially 
those who are homeless or reside in under-
served urban and rural areas. 

Mr. Chair, along with traumatic brain injury, 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD is the 
signature wound suffered by the brave men 
and women who fought or are fighting in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, and far off lands to defend the 
values and freedom we hold dear. 

For those of us whose daily existence is not 
lived in harm’s way, it is difficult to imagine the 
horrific images seen by American servicemen 

and women deployed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
other theaters of war. 

In an instant a suicide bomber, an IED, or 
an insurgent can obliterate your best friend 
and right in front of your face. 

Yet, you are trained and expected to con-
tinue on with the mission, and you do, even 
though you may not even have reached your 
20th birthday. 

But there always comes a reckoning. 
And it usually comes after the stress and 

trauma of battle is over and you are alone with 
your thoughts and memories. 

And the horror of those desperate and dan-
gerous encounters with the enemy and your 
own mortality come flooding back. 

PTSD was first brought to public attention in 
relation to war veterans, but it can result from 
a variety of traumatic incidents, such as tor-
ture, being kidnapped or held captive, bomb-
ings, or natural disasters such as floods or 
earthquakes. 

People with PTSD may startle easily, be-
come emotionally numb (especially in relation 
to people with whom they used to be close), 
lose interest in things they used to enjoy, have 
trouble feeling affectionate, be irritable, be-
come more aggressive, or even become vio-
lent. 

They avoid situations that remind them of 
the original incident, and anniversaries of the 
incident are often very difficult. 

Most people with PTSD repeatedly relive 
the trauma, called flashbacks, in their thoughts 
during the day and in nightmares when they 
sleep. 

A person having a flashback may lose touch 
with reality and believe that the traumatic inci-
dent is happening all over again. 

Mr. Chair, the fact of the matter is that most 
veterans with PTSD also have other psy-
chiatric disorders, which are a consequence of 
PTSD. 

These veterans have co-occurring disorders, 
which include depression, alcohol and/or drug 
abuse problems, panic, and/or other anxiety 
disorders. 

The Jackson Lee Amendment recognizes 
that these soldiers are first and foremost, 
human and that they carry their experiences 
with them. 

Ask a veteran of Vietnam, Iraq, or Afghani-
stan about the frequency of nightmares they 
experience, and one will realize that serving in 
the Armed Forces leaves a lasting impression, 
whether good or bad. 

The Jackson Lee Amendment would have 
helped ensure that ‘‘no soldier is left behind’’ 
by addressing the urgent need for more out-
reach toward hard to reach veterans suffering 
from PTSD, especially those who are home-
less or reside in underserved urban and rural 
areas of our country. 

Mr. Chair, I also want to speak in support of 
the amendment to H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for FY2018, offered by 
Judiciary Committee Ranking Member CON-
YERS, and supported by Congresswoman BAR-
BARA LEE of California, Congressman WALTER 
JONES of North Carolina, myself, and many 
other colleagues but not made in order by the 
Rules Committee. 

The Conyers Amendment is simple and 
straightforward, stating: 

‘‘Nothing in this Act shall be construed as 
authorizing the use of force against North 
Korea.’’ 

Interviewed by Reuters in the Oval Office on 
Apri1 27, 2017, the President stated: 
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‘‘There is a chance that we could end up 

having a major, major conflict with North 
Korea. Absolutely.’’ 

According to media reports, military strikes 
against North Korea remain an option for the 
President and his national security team. 

Earlier this year, the Trump Administration 
sent an aircraft carrier and a nuclear-powered 
submarine to the region in a show of force. 

Of course, direct U.S. military action runs 
the risk of massive North Korean retaliation 
and huge casualties in Japan and South 
Korea and among U.S. forces in both coun-
tries. 

The Conyers Amendment would make clear 
and explicit that nothing in the FY2018 NDAA 
can be construed as congressional authoriza-
tion or acquiescence regarding the use of mili-
tary force against North Korea. 

The Framers understood that while the mili-
tary does the fighting, the entire nation goes to 
war. 

That is why the Framers lodged the power 
to declare war in the Congress, the branch of 
government closest to the people. 

They knew that the decision to go to war 
was too important to be left to the whim of a 
single person, no matter how wise or well-in-
formed he or she might be. 

The President must consult with Congress 
and to obtain an AUMF before undertaking 
any military offensive against North Korea. 

Over the last 16 years, we have seen 3 
Presidents use the 2001 Afghanistan AUMF 
as a blank check to engage in serious military 
action. 

In 2016, the Congressional Research Serv-
ice issued a report detailing 37 unclassified 
uses of this authorization in 14 countries, in-
cluding for operations at Guantanamo Bay, 
warrantless wiretapping, and recent military 
action in Libya, Syria, Somalia, and Yemen. 

The overly broad 2001 AUMF represents a 
critical deterioration of Congressional over-
sight, which should be repealed, rather than 
repeated with respect to North Korea. 

As our brave service members are deployed 
around the world in combat zones, Congress 
is missing in action. 

As provided under the War Powers Resolu-
tion of 1973, absent a Congressional declara-
tion of war or authorization for the use of mili-
tary force, the President as Commander-in- 
Chief has constitutional power to engage the 
U.S. armed forces in hostilities only in the 
case of a national emergency created by an 
attack upon the United States, its territories or 
possessions, or its armed forces. 

As a co-equal branch of government, it is 
Congress’s right and responsibility to be fully 
consulted regarding any potential plans to 
conduct military operations in North Korea, to 
assess whether such action is in the national 
security interest of the United States and its 
allies, and to withhold or grant authorization 
for the use of military force based on this as-
sessment. 

As we have learned from the painful and bit-
ter experience of the past 16 years, at the ini-
tiation of hostilities, the costs in terms of blood 
and treasure of U.S. military interventions 
abroad are often underestimated and the ben-
efits overstated. 

For example, more than 6,800 American 
service members gave the last full measure of 
devotion to their country on battlefields in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, with hundreds of thou-
sands more returning with physical, emotional, 
or psychological wounds that may never heal. 

The direct economic cost of the war in Af-
ghanistan exceeds $1.07 trillion, including 
$773 billion in Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations funds, an increase of $243 billion to the 
Department of Defense base budget, and an 
increase of $54.2 billion to the Veterans Ad-
ministration budget to address the human 
costs of the military involvement in Afghani-
stan. 

We should not repeat the mistakes of the 
past and my position on this issue is directly 
aligned with the will of the American people. 

I commend my colleague, Congressman 
CONYERS for offering this important amend-
ment and am disappointed that it was not 
made in order. 

I am confident that depriving Members of 
the opportunity to debate and vote on the 
Conyers Amendment will strengthen our re-
solve to restore Congress’s preeminent con-
stitutional role in the decision to take the na-
tion to war. 

If it had been made in order and approved, 
Jackson Lee Amendment No. 179 would have 
directed the Secretary of Defense to conduct, 
and report to Congress within 180 days, the 
results of a study regarding whether the re-
quirement to notify a Voting Action Officer 
within 10 days of registering to vote in a state 
where a service member resides, due to a 
duty reassignment, imposes a significant bur-
den on military voters. 

Members on both sides of the aisle want 
our men and women in the armed services to 
be able to vote. 

Unfortunately, they often cannot, despite the 
option of casting an absentee ballot if they are 
deployed overseas. 

For most of U.S. history, military personnel 
have been barred from voting by State laws 
and constitutions that specifically restricted 
military personnel from voting. 

Following the Civil War, many of these laws 
began to change because so many citizens 
served in the military. 

Today, there is a Federal Voting Assistance 
Program that assists military voters and their 
families living in the United States and abroad 
to vote in public elections. 

Work has been done and is continuing to be 
done to make the absentee voting experience 
for military voters as easy as possible, but 
there are still issues with receiving a ballot 
and being able to return it by the deadline. 

The military population is extremely mobile. 
Since voting materials are postal materials 

that cannot be forwarded, it is important for 
them to provide their election office their cur-
rent address annually, as well as after every 
move, because information provided is the 
only way of election agencies can contact 
them. 

Military personnel are often relocated be-
cause of reassignments, which are outside of 
their control. 

The process for voting is difficult for persons 
serving in the military and adding a require-
ment that military voters who decide to reg-
ister where they may have been reassigned 
may need more than 10 days to meet the re-
quirement of notice to their Voting Action Offi-
cer. 

This Jackson Lee Amendment directs the 
Department of Defense to study and report to 
Congress the impact the 10 day requirement 
and whether it imposes an undue burden on 
military voters who seek to cast their ballots in 
person. 

Military voters should have the option of 
casting an in-person ballot, while they serve 
our nation at a station or on assignment in the 
United States. 

This Jackson Lee Amendment would have 
ensured that our men and women of the 
armed services have equal access to the bal-
lot and the opportunity to cast a vote, without 
fear of violating a 10 day deadline. 

I am disappointed that this Jackson Lee 
Amendment was not made in order, but I will 
continue working with my colleagues to find 
ways to ensure our armed services men and 
women have equal and just access to voice 
their opinion by casting a voting ballot. 

Mr. Chair, thank you for the opportunity to 
explain the Jackson Lee Amendment to H.R. 
2810, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for FY2018, which would have required the 
Secretary of Defense to report to Congress on 
programs and procedures employed to ensure 
students studying abroad through Department 
of Defense National Security Education Pro-
grams are trained to recognize, resist, and re-
port against recruitment efforts by agents of 
foreign governments. 

This training would have been helpful for 
students such as Glenn Shriver, an out-
standing college student-majoring in inter-
national relations at a college in Michigan and 
interested in seeing the world. 

Seeking new experiences, Glenn traveled to 
China during the 2002–2003 academic year to 
Study Abroad in one of Shanghai’s universities 
and practice his Mandarin. 

During his study abroad program in China, 
Glenn developed an interest in Chinese cul-
ture and considerably improved his fluency in 
Mandarin, so after graduating from college in 
2004, he returned to the China to continue his 
language studies and to look for work. 

After seeing potential in Glenn, a Chinese 
official going by the name of Amanda ap-
proached him and asked him to write papers 
and paid him $120. 

In the following months, Glenn took some 
$70,000 from the woman and her associates, 
and eventually sought a U.S. government job 
with the aim of accessing classified informa-
tion with the purpose of providing it to Chinese 
officials until his scheme was uncovered and 
he was arrested by the FBI in 2010. 

To a recent college graduate, $70,000 
seems like a lot of money if they are grad-
uating with high student loan debt, and the 
promise of even more can be too tempting to 
pass up. 

There are other means and methods for for-
eign agents to attempt to course, trick or in 
some other way deceive a college student into 
becoming a tool of that government. 

The Jackson Lee Amendment would have 
laid the foundation for protected students at-
tending domestic institutions of higher edu-
cation by providing them with the training nec-
essary to recognize, resist, and report recruit-
ment efforts by agents of foreign governments 
when they occur in the United States. 

Congress should not assume that foreign 
governments seeking to recruit students at-
tending institutions of higher learning will limit 
their efforts to students studying abroad. 

Had it been made in order and adopted, the 
Jackson Lee Amendment simply would require 
the Secretary of Defense to report to Con-
gress on whether U.S. students attending in-
stitutions in the United States would benefit 
from similar or some aspects of the training 
described in the bill. 
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We have seen and learned so much regard-

ing Russia’s efforts to influence our nation’s 
elections in large part by leveraging relation-
ships between Russian agents and key indi-
viduals in President Trump’s Campaign. 

Although the work to investigate what took 
place continues, we should take steps today 
to make sure that young people attending in-
stitutions of higher learning are equipped with 
the knowledge and training needed to resist 
influence of a foreign government. 

Although I am disappointed this important 
amendment was not made to order, I will con-
tinue to work with my colleagues to find ways 
to train our young people studying abroad on 
ways to detect, resist, and report attempts to 
recruit them by hostile foreign nations and ac-
tors. 

Had it been made in order and approved, 
Jackson Lee Amendment No. 182 would direct 
the Secretary of Defense to develop plans for 
early detection, mitigation, and defense 
against state sponsored cyberattacks targeting 
federal public election assets, election admin-

istrators, election workers, or voter engage-
ment efforts. 

The aim of this amendment is to ensure that 
elections, and the peaceful transfer of power, 
which are pillars of our democracy, remain se-
cure and are not undermined by external fac-
tors. 

Last year, during one of the most conten-
tious elections we have seen, a foreign state 
commenced a series of spearphishing attacks 
with the goal of penetrating the networks of a 
variety of Republican and Democratic Party 
organizations. 

This foreign adversary was Russia, whose 
intelligence agencies worked under the direc-
tive of Vladimir Putin with the goal of making 
Donald Trump the 45th President of the 
United States. 

Russian interference may have begun as 
early as 2015, and lasted through the winter of 
2016. While at first, the hacking may have 
been done with the aim of foreign intelligence 
collection, by July 2016, Russian intelligence 

weaponized their information and worked to 
damage Hillary Clinton’s campaign. 

While the exact extent of Russia’s influence 
on our elections may never be known, the fact 
is that Russia successfully intervened in our 
democracy and American intelligence agen-
cies have determined that they have the capa-
bility and motivation to do so once more. 

The Jackson Lee amendment would have 
helped to ensure that this never happens 
again. 

Neither Russia, nor any other country, will 
ever have a say in our democratic processes. 

The Jackson Lee Amendment would protect 
our election administrators, our election work-
ers, and our voter engagement efforts. 

I am disappointed that this amendment was 
not made in order, but I will continue to work 
with my colleagues to ensure that the United 
States has the proper technology, capability, 
and methods to defend our elections against 
malicious foreign state-sponsored 
cyberattacks. 
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