
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E987 July 14, 2017 

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBINSON 
FANS, INC. AND ITS 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today I recognize Robinson Fans, Inc. and its 
celebration of 125 years as a solely owned 
family business. Small businesses like Robin-
son Fans, Inc. are important to both the econ-
omy and the community of Pennsylvania’s 
third district. This year, the occasion of its 
125th Anniversary, is an appropriate time to 
celebrate the hard work and outstanding 
achievements of this small business. 

Robinson Fans, Inc., founded in 
Monongahela, Pennsylvania in 1892, has 
been operating in the town of Zelienople, 
Pennsylvania for over a century. This business 
has helped power locomotives, allowed com-
modity giants to dig the world’s deepest 
mines, and employed numerous members of 
the community throughout the years. It has 
enhanced both the community and the econ-
omy, providing jobs and economic opportunity 
for generations of Pennsylvanians. 

Robinson Fans has been victorious through 
some of America’s worst hardships, including 
the Great Depression and several recessions, 
an economic feat of enormous scale. It has 
survived and thrived through multiple genera-
tions with new management and operation 
tactics that kept the business successful. Rob-
inson Fans is now on its sixth generation. This 
is a remarkable accomplishment, considering 
most companies do not last beyond 20 years 
and only 3 percent of family-owned busi-
nesses make it to the fourth generation, ac-
cording to the Family Business Institute. 

As a supporter of small businesses like 
Robinson Fans, I am proud of its efforts and 
achievements in both the community and the 
economy. I am sure all my colleagues join me 
in applauding the valiant efforts of this busi-
ness and other small businesses that continue 
to offer economic opportunity to our constitu-
ents and make our country a better place. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, I rise to 
speak on House consideration of the National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2018. 

I thank Chairman THORNBERRY and Ranking 
Member SMITH and the Armed Services Com-
mittee for their work on the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Judiciary, I 
take our role in Congress as stewards of our 
nation’s security seriously. 

I offer my thanks and appreciation to the 
men and women of the armed services who 
place themselves in harm’s way each day for 
the safety and security of our nation’s people. 

The National Defense Authorization Act’s 
purpose is to address the threats our nation 
faces not just today, but into the future. This 
makes our work vital to our national interest 
and it should reflect our strong commitment to 
ensure that the men and women of our Armed 
Services receive the benefits and support that 
they deserve for their faithful service. 

This bill encompasses a number of initia-
tives designed to confront the military chal-
lenges posed by violent extremism, terrorists 
engaging in ground wars, making more effi-
cient the work of protecting America, address-
es defense of our nation’s computing networks 
and infrastructure, the medical health needs of 
men and women in the armed services, and 
extends economic and education opportunity 
to small minority and women owned busi-
nesses. 

We live in a dangerous world, where threats 
are not always easily identified, and our en-
emies are not bound by borders. 

Russia’s aggression towards the United 
States has long been understood, but in 2016 
the stakes were raised in terms of how far 
they would go to harm our nation and Demo-
cratic institutions when they interfered in our 
national election. 

Since September 11, 2001, we have kept a 
steadfast commitment to ending the threat of 
global terror. 

Boko Haram, ISIL, and AI Shabaab remind 
us of how fragile our nation’s security could be 
without a well trained and equipped military. 

The introduction of cyber offensive actions 
against the United States and our interest has 
altered the definition of war and with it our un-
derstanding about what is needed to combat a 
unique type of enemy that fights under no flag, 
for any nation, and can cause harm to com-
puting networks. 

I appreciate the House Armed Services 
Committee’s continued support of our national 
defense and support a number of provisions in 
H.R. 1735, the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2018, such as authori-
ties that support ongoing operations. 

The amendments offered to this bill offered 
opportunities to address these and other Ad-
ministration concerns that will improve the bill. 

Let me discuss briefly the amendments I of-
fered that were adopted by the House and in-
cluded in the final version of the bill. 

1. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 56 calls for 
increased collaboration with NIH to combat 
Triple Negative Breast Cancer and provides 
$10 million in appropriations. 

2. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 76 dIrects 
the Department of Defense to prepare contin-
gency plans to assist relief organizations in 
delivering humanitarian aid in South Sudan 
and to deescalate conflict. 

3. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 83 directs 
the Secretary of Defense to prepare against 
deployment of North Korean nuclear ICBMs to 
prevent damage or destruction of satellites 
critical to U.S. national defense and global 
communications. 

These Jackson Lee Amendments are 
straightforward, and make improvements to 
the bill. 

There were 14 additional Jackson Lee 
Amendments that were not included in the 
Rule for consideration of the Fiscal Year 2018 
National Defense Authorization Act. 

The Jackson Lee Amendments to H.R. 2810 
are in four categories: 

1. National Security Amendments that pro-
tect and promote national security, national 
defense and U.S. foreign policy interests; 

2. Counterespionage and Deterrence 
Amendments that uphold the interests of 
American citizens at home and abroad. 

3. Healthcare, technology and know-how, 
and Opportunities for Women Amendments 
that promote advances in PTSD and Triple- 
Negative Breast Cancer Research and Profes-
sional Development and Business opportuni-
ties for women. 

4. Cybersecurity Amendments that support 
the work of the DOD to ensure defense of our 
nation against cyberattacks. 

I have submitted six amendments that pro-
tect and promote national security, national 
defense or U.S. foreign policy interests: 

1. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 175 author-
izes the Secretary of Defense to provide tech-
nical assistance by U.S. military women to 
military women abroad combating terrorism, 
human and narcotics trafficking and their im-
pact on women and girls. 

2. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 166 con-
demns the actions of Boko Haram and directs 
the Secretary of Defense to provide technical 
assistance to Nigeria in establishing a central 
missing persons’ database and a Victims Re-
lief Fund. 

3. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 187 ex-
presses Sense of Congress that the Inter-
national Military Education and Training 
(IMET) program is an important U.S. foreign 
policy and national defense instrument of 
value and asks Secretary of Defense to make 
maximum use of it. 

4. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 184 directs 
Secretary of State to inform Congress of the 
feasibility of providing training, equipment and 
logistics to improve air traffic control systems 
in African countries where U.S. military oper-
ations require it. 

5. The Jackson Lee Amendments No. 76 
and No. 83 that were accepted by the Rules 
Committee and are under consideration by the 
House addressed the humanitarian crisis in 
South Sudan, and North Korea’s Interconti-
nental Ballistic Missile Program. 

These six Jackson Lee amendments would 
have enhanced the effectiveness of the NDAA 
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by protecting and promoting U.S. foreign pol-
icy and national security interests. 

I have submitted three amendments to de-
fend against espionage and provide deter-
rence against threats to the United States: 

1. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 177 author-
ized the Secretary of Defense to work with 
local partners in providing security at civilian 
nuclear research centers to assure nuclear 
weapons do not fall into the possession of ter-
rorists or rogue nations. 

2. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 181 re-
quired the Secretary of Defense to report to 
Congress the programs employed to ensure 
Department of Defense National Security Edu-
cation Program students studying abroad are 
trained to recognize, resist, and report against 
foreign governmental recruitment efforts. 

3. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 179 di-
rected the Secretary of Defense to conduct 
and report to Congress the results of a study 
on whether requirement to notify Voting Action 
Officer within 10 days of registration in service 
member duty reassignment state imposes sig-
nificant burden on military voters. 

Two of these amendments sought to ad-
dress known threats to our national interest 
and one would have assured that changes in 
voter registration rules for persons serving in 
the military would not impose an undue bur-
den to their right to vote at a polling location 
instead of by absentee ballot. 

Jackson Lee Amendment No. 177 (Secure 
Nuclear Material in developing nations) 

There is a wide array of peaceful uses for 
nuclear material such as nuclear power plant 
power generation; radiation treatment for can-
cer and other medical conditions; as well as 
research at academic and research institu-
tions. 

China and India are both pursuing nuclear 
power as an option to dependence on fossil 
fuels, while oil-rich Gulf nations are consid-
ering nuclear power with the hope of exporting 
more oil. 

There are 65 reactors being built around the 
world, and 69 percent of them are in Brazil, 
Russia, India and China. 

India has no fossil fuel resources and is ex-
panding its use of nuclear power to address 
shortfalls in electric generation capacity that is 
out stripped by economic growth. 

India goal is to have nuclear power be the 
source for 50 percent of its electricity needs 
by 2050. 

I have submitted six amendments to protect 
women and health: 

4. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 224 pro-
vides $2.5 million increase in funding to com-
bat Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

5. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 180 en-
forces the title and section ‘‘Minority and Busi-
ness Ownership’’ to include HUZ and dis-
advantaged businesses. 

6. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 226 directs 
the Secretary of the Navy to report to Con-
gress on the ability to apply desalination tech-
nologies for drought relief for both military and 
civilian purposes. 

7. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 431 directs 
that the Office of Women’s Business Owner-
ship shall include a focus on outreach and en-
gagement of minority women owned busi-
nesses. 

All six of these amendments enhance the 
NDAA. 

I have submitted two amendments to ensure 
greater cybersecurity capacity and resource 

allocation for the purpose of protecting Amer-
ica’s Cyber Defense interest: 

1. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 182 directs 
the Secretary of Defense to develop plans for 
early detection, mitigation, and defense 
against state-sponsored cyberattacks regard-
ing elections and voter engagement efforts. 

2. Jackson Lee Amendment No. 183 directs 
the Secretary of Defense to develop effective 
countermeasures to defend networks against 
attacks by cyber weapons. 

Both of these Jackson Lee amendments of-
fered improvements to the NDAA’s protection 
of America’s cyber security. 

In addition to these Amendments, I am in 
support of the AUMF Amendment offered by 
Representatives WALTER JONES and JOHN 
CONYERS that was not made in order by the 
Rules Committee. 

Congress has an obligation to the American 
people to debate the issue of war. 

Our military is now in theaters of war with-
out Congressional approval which is in con-
travention to the Constitution because it states 
that only Congress has the power to declare 
war. 

We must continue to direct our efforts as a 
body to ensure that our troops remain the best 
equipped and prepared military force in the 
world. They are not just soldiers they are sons 
and daughters, husbands and wives, brothers 
and sisters—they are some of the people we 
represent as Members of Congress. Support 
for them is a sacred obligation of Congress, 
both to those who are at risk on battlefields 
and serving as the guard against threats 
around the world, but they are also those who 
have returned home from war. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MIKE 
MCGARVIN 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, we rise today to 
pay tribute to the life and service of Mr. Mike 
McGarvin. Mike was the beloved founder of 
the Poverello House, a homeless shelter in 
Fresno which provides programs and support 
services to hundreds of people every day. For 
decades Mike touched the lives of countless 
disadvantaged people in the Fresno area 
using one simple message, ‘‘Listen with com-
passion; give with a warm heart and a smile.’’ 

Mike, or ‘‘Papa Mike,’’ as he was affection-
ately known by many, was born in San Fran-
cisco, California in 1944. After early struggles 
in life, he found solace in a coffee house in 
San Francisco called Poverello that served 
those in need. The coffee house was run by 
a priest, who later asked Mike to volunteer 
there, an opportunity that proved to be life 
changing. 

After seven years of volunteering at the San 
Francisco Poverello, Mike and his wife Mary 
moved back to her hometown of Fresno where 
he worked as a photographer for the local 
newspaper, The Fresno Bee. After observing 
Fresno’s homeless population, Mike was re-
minded of the kindness shown to him at 
Poverello in San Francisco, and he pledged to 
find a way to give back. 

Mike initiated his legacy by passing out pea-
nut butter and jelly sandwiches to the home-

less and the hungry from the back of his car. 
Soon after, he purchased a small storefront 
and opened the Poverello House to help those 
in need in Fresno, naming his small outfit after 
the place in San Francisco that saved his life. 
Since its modest beginnings, the Poverello 
House has grown. It now provides three meals 
a day, 365 days a year to those in need as 
well as many other services, such as clothing 
distribution, emergency food bags, a medical 
clinic, the Men’s Resident Rehabilitation pro-
gram, and temporary overnight shelter for men 
and women. The Poverello House is truly a 
source of salvation for countless individuals in 
our community. 

Mike has been recognized many times 
throughout his life for his invaluable work, in-
cluding an honorary doctorate from California 
State University, Fresno and the Pope John 
XXIII Award from the Italian Catholic Federa-
tion in honor of his years of humanitarian serv-
ice. 

Mike will be remembered by all for his 
boundless kindness and deep compassion. He 
leaves a legacy of service and selflessness, 
both through the Poverello House and in the 
hearts of the people whose lives he touched. 
He is survived by his wife of 46 years Mary, 
daughter Clare, and grandson Tyler. 

Mr. Speaker, we ask our colleagues to join 
us in honoring the life and achievements of 
Mike McGarvin, whose passion for service and 
kindness has forever changed the lives of 
those in need in our community. I join Mike’s 
family and the Poverello House in honoring his 
life. He will truly be missed. 

f 

HONORING THE VILLAGE OF LA 
GRANGE PARK 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Village of La Grange Park as it cele-
brates its 125th Anniversary. 

The Village was founded July 14, 1892, 
when 300 residents living in the southwest 
comer of Proviso Township came together to 
form what was then a unique suburb—a bed-
room community with no business district or 
rail transportation. 

La Grange Park prides itself in being one of 
Illinois’ most lively and inclusive villages, in 
addition to being one of the most economically 
successful. Originally settled in the 1840s by 
Chicago residents who fled the rapid popu-
lation growth of the city, La Grange Park 
quickly became a prominent lllinois farming 
town. From its quiet beginnings, La Grange 
Park has grown into one of the Chicago area’s 
most livable communities for its 13,579 resi-
dents. 

In recent years, the Village has seen an in-
flux of new residents, as young families have 
been drawn to the award winning private and 
public schools that serve the community, in-
cluding Nazareth Academy, Lyons Township 
High School and Riverside-Brookfield High 
School. LaGrange Park also cherishes its sen-
ior citizens, providing three first-class senior 
living facilities. 

Today, La Grange Park is still home to 
many residents of Irish, Italian, and German 
heritage, but the village has come a long way 
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from its humble beginnings as a farm town. 
With its gorgeous homes, safe communities, 
good schools, and over 13,000 residents, it’s 
no wonder that La Grange Park was named 
one of ‘‘The Best Places to Live’’ by CHI-
CAGO Magazine. The village is also home to 
many prosperous businesses and attractions 
that draw visitors from other various parts of 
the Midwest. 

La Grange Park’s contributions to the 5th 
District of Illinois and the state in general, can-
not be understated, and I am truly honored to 
be a part of this historic recognition. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask you all to join me in celebrating 
the Village of La Grange Park during this mo-
mentous occasion, and may they enjoy many 
more years of continued success. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, I ask that 
the following exchange of letters be included 
in the RECORD on H.R. 2810: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, June 30, 2017. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY: I write to 

confirm our mutual understanding regarding 
H.R. 2810, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2018. This legislation 
contains subject matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary. 
However, in order to expedite floor consider-
ation of this important legislation, the com-
mittee waives consideration of the bill. 

The Judiciary Committee takes this action 
only with the understanding that the com-
mittee’s jurisdictional interests over this 
and similar legislation are in no way dimin-
ished or altered. 

The Committee also reserves the right to 
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your 
support if such a request is made. Finally, I 
would appreciate your including this letter 
in your committee report on this bill and in 
the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 2810 on the House Floor. Thank 
you for your attention to these matters. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, July 5, 2017. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 
I agree that the Committee on the Judiciary 

has valid jurisdictional claims to certain 
provisions in this important legislation, and 
I am most appreciative of your decision not 
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that 
by forgoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary is not waiving its ju-
risdiction. Further, this exchange of letters 
will be included in the committee report on 
the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, June 29, 2017. 
Hon. MAC THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write concerning 

H.R. 2810, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2018. That bill, as or-
dered reported, contains provisions within 
the Rule X jurisdiction of the Natural Re-
sources Committee, including those affecting 
public lands, the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration Corps, and mat-
ters regarding the Freely Associated States 
and insular areas of the United States. 

In the interest of permitting you to pro-
ceed expeditiously to floor consideration of 
this very important bill, I waive this com-
mittee’s right to a sequential referral. I do 
so with the understanding that the Natural 
Resources Committee does not waive any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject 
matter contained in the bill that fall within 
its Rule X jurisdiction. I also request that 
you urge the Speaker to name members of 
the Natural Resources committee to any 
conference committee to consider such pro-
visions. 

Please place this letter into the committee 
report on H.R. 2810 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the 
measure on the House floor. Thank you for 
the cooperative spirit in which you and your 
staff have worked regarding this matter and 
others between our respective committees, 
and congratulations on this significant 
achievement. 

Sincerely, 
ROB BISHOP, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, July 5, 2017. 
Hon. ROB BISHOP, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 

letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 
I agree that the Committee on Natural Re-
sources has valid jurisdictional claims to 
celtain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I 
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral, 
the Committee on Natural Resources is not 
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee reports on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM, 

Washington, DC, June 29, 2017. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you 

concerning the jurisdictional interest of the 

Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform in matters being considered in H.R. 
2810, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2018. 

Our committee recognizes the importance 
of H.R. 2810 and the need for the legislation 
to move expeditiously. Therefore, while we 
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over the 
bill, I do not intend to request a sequential 
referral. This, of course, is conditional on 
our mutual understanding that nothing in 
this legislation or my decision to forego a se-
quential referral waives, reduces or other-
wise affects the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, and that a copy of this letter and your 
response acknowledging our jurisdictional 
interest will be included in the Committee 
Report and as part of the Congressional 
Record during consideration of this bill by 
the House. 

The Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform also asks that you support our 
request to be conferees on the provisions 
over which we have jurisdiction during any 
House-Senate conference. 

Thank you for your consideration in this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 
TREY GOWDY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, July 5, 2017. 
Hon. TREY GOWDY, 
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-

ment Reform, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 
I agree that the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform has valid jurisdictional 
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative 
of your decision not to request a referral in 
the interest of expediting consideration of 
the bill. I agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform is not waiving its 
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report 
on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on Thursday, July 13, 2017, I was absent 
from the House because I was unavoidably 
detained. Due to my absence, I did not record 
any votes on the Motion to Adjourn, first vote 
series, and second vote series. I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on Roll Call 354, Roll Call 355, 
Roll Call 362, Roll Call 369, and Roll Call 371. 

I would have voted ‘‘Nay’’ on Roll Call 353, 
Roll Call 356, Roll Call 357, Roll Call 358, Roll 
Call 359, Roll Call 360, Roll Call 361, Roll Call 
363, Roll Call 364, Roll Call 365, Roll Call 
366, Roll Call 367, Roll Call 368, and Roll Call 
370. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 52ND ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE OLDER AMERI-
CANS ACT 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, today marks 
the 52nd Anniversary of the Older Americans 
Act, a landmark bill signed into law by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson on July 14, 1965. 

The Older Americans Act provides critical 
support services for tens of millions of senior 
citizens and their families. 

With 10,000 Americans turning 65 every 
day, our country has an obligation to keep 
these programs strong. 

Older Americans should be able to live a life 
of dignity and independence. 

However, that promise is under attack by 
the Trump Administration and Congressional 
Republicans. 

Trumpcare will hurt older Americans by gut-
ting Medicaid by $722 billion and allowing in-
surers to charge older Americans more money 
for less coverage, no matter their health sta-
tus. 

Not to be outdone, Trump’s very first budget 
would eliminate programs like Meals on 
Wheels and senior employment services, forc-
ing countless older Americans into a life of 
hunger and poverty. 

We cannot break our promise to our sen-
iors. 

Democrats will continue to fight to protect 
the Older Americans Act and ensure every 
American can live their full life with dignity. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF FULBRIGHT 
GRANTEES 

HON. DAVE BRAT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize four constituents who received pres-
tigious Fulbright awards during the 2016–2017 
academic year. They are, Ms. Tyra Beaman of 
Glen Allen, Virginia, Ms. Ellen Korcovelos of 
Henrico, Virginia, Mr. Colfax Phillips of Rich-
mond, Virginia, and Ms. Eileen Wang of Glen 
Allen, Virginia. 

These scholars will be joining alumni of the 
Fulbright program who have and will continue 
to be extraordinarily successful in their lives. 
Fulbright scholars go on to excel in nearly 
every seclor of our economy, as well as serv-
ing in the highest levels of government and 
Congress. 

According to the United States Department 
of State, more than 370,000 individuals from 
the United States and over 180 countries have 
participated in the Fulbright program since 
1946. The Fulbright Student Program boasts 
that ‘‘The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is 
the largest U.S. exchange program offering 
opportunities for students and young profes-
sionals to undertake international graduate 
study, advanced research, university teaching, 
and primary and secondary school teaching 
worldwide.’’ 

This program is a terrific way for students to 
gain worldwide perspectives and learn valu-

able lessons from other countries. They are 
also taking with them the values that made 
America what it is today. They will build life-
long relationships and be ambassadors for 
America for years to come. Congratulations. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
LARRY WYCHE 

HON. MO BROOKS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to pay tribute to Lieutenant General 
Larry Wyche, Deputy Commanding General, 
United States Army Materiel Command, and 
Senior Commander of Redstone Arsenal in my 
home state of Alabama, on the occasion of his 
retirement following more than 42 years of ex-
emplary service to the United States Army. 

Lieutenant General Wyche began his career 
as an enlisted soldier rising to the rank of Ser-
geant and he will retire with three stars. Those 
stars were not easy to come by. They were 
hard earned. Lieutenant General Wyche has 
been critical in transforming the manner in 
which Sustainment is provided to our Nation’s 
Warfighters and he has been a champion for 
the health and welfare of the Organic Indus-
trial Base—our arsenals, manufacturing de-
pots, and ammunition plants. 

Lieutenant General Wyche has shaped and 
led the day-to-day operations oflhe U.S. Army 
Materiel Command, a $58 billion logistics en-
terprise, staffed by more than 120,000 Sol-
diers, Civilians, and Contractors for more than 
two years. The command has a presence in 
all 50 U.S. states and 155 countries. 

As Senior Commander of Redstone Arsenal 
in my district, Lieutenant General Wyche was 
in charge of the security and well-being of the 
more than 70 tenants, Soldiers, Army Civil-
ians, and Families. Under his watch, the qual-
ity of life for residents and employees alike 
greatly improved. 

Lieutenant General Wyche’s many stellar 
achievements are too many to recite, but they 
have had far reaching effects at home and 
abroad. As a major, he deployed with the 
XVIII Airborne Corps to Haiti and did his part 
to restore democracy to that country during 
Operation Uphold Democracy. His bravery and 
courage were also tested in Afghanistan dur-
ing Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Lieutenant General Wyche began his career 
earning stripes and retires having earned 
every one of his three stars. We thank him for 
his leadership. On behalf of all those touched 
by his service, we wish Lieutenant General 
Wyche and his wife, Denise, and their family, 
good luck, good ground, and Godspeed. Army 
Strong. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF EASTERSEALS SOUTH-
ERN GEORGIA 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I con-
sider it my great honor and pleasure to extend 

my sincerest congratulations to the 
Easterseals Southern Georgia program as it 
celebrates 60 years of serving individuals liv-
ing with disabilities and their families. The 
Easterseals Southern Georgia will celebrate 
this significant milestone with a celebration on 
July 15, 2017 at the Doublegate Country Club 
in Albany, GA. 

Easterseals Southern Georgia was brought 
to life by Mr. and Mrs. Carl Huie after they 
spent nearly eight years traveling back and 
forth from Atlanta with their daughter Carlton 
whose health was ailing. After struggling to 
find a facility that accommodated her daugh-
ter’s needs, Mrs. Huie vowed to start a reha-
bilitation center in Albany to serve the disabled 
people of Southwest Georgia. 

After nearly two years of letter writing and 
talking with every women’s group in Albany, 
Mrs. Huie convinced the Junior League of Al-
bany to take on the sponsorship and they 
began working toward establishing what would 
become the Easter Seal Guild. In 1954, the 
Devane Home in Albany was rented, and later 
purchased for use. The center officially 
opened on November 25, 1957 and on No-
vember 21, 1961, the Easter Seal Guild was 
formed, boasting 25 charter members. 

However, in 1990, the Easter Seal Guild 
dissolved and Easterseals Southern Georgia 
became a direct affiliate of the National 
Easterseals Organization. Through the 
changes, the program continued to grow into 
a multi-faceted organization, becoming even 
more responsive to the needs of the region it 
set out to serve. 

The programs for adults and children cre-
ated by Easterseals Southern Georgia over 
the years have helped families of individuals 
who are amputees and those who suffer from 
traumatic physical and emotional injuries, de-
velopmental or intellectual disabilities, and 
mental illnesses by providing programs that 
are customized to their needs. The 
Easterseals Southern Georgia continues to 
provide these and new services to help ensure 
that each group’s needs are met. 

Beyond working to provide opportunities to 
adults with disabilities, Easterseals Southern 
Georgia opened ‘‘Megan’s House’’ to serve 
families of children with disabilities. The house 
was so successful that the Georgia Depart-
ment of Behavioral Health and Developmental 
Disabilities provided funds for a second home 
in Waycross, Georgia, and the U.S. Congress 
provided federal funds in 2009 for a third 
home in Valdosta, Georgia. 

Since its inception in 1957, Easterseals 
Southern Georgia has served over 70,000 citi-
zens in need and has aimed to ensure that 
those with developmental disabilities have val-
ued roles in the community by administering 
training and other services that support indi-
vidual choices and opportunities. Easterseals 
has expanded its area of outreach to under-
privileged adults and children in Northern Flor-
ida and East Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
and the more than 730,000 residents of Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District in ex-
pressing our profound gratitude to Easterseals 
Southern Georgia for providing citizens with 
disabilities the long-lasting skills needed to be 
outstanding members of their communities. 
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IN HONOR OF JOSEPH NOUFAL 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to commemorate the life of 
my constituent Mr. Joseph ‘‘Joey’’ Noufal from 
Leesburg, Virginia, who passed away on May 
31, 2017, at the age of 48. Throughout his life, 
Mr. Noufal was an esteemed entrepreneur in 
our community and a devoted husband, father, 
and friend. Revered for his sincerity and be-
loved for his contagious smile, generosity, and 
compassion, Mr. Noufal embodied an innova-
tive and zealous character. His legacy en-
dures and he will always be remembered and 
missed by many. 

Originally from Beirut, Lebanon, Mr. Noufal 
immigrated to Northern Virginia during his 
childhood. From a young age, he developed 
the essential entrepreneurial qualities of reli-
ability, creativity, and determination by working 
in his family’s salon. Later on, he earned his 
Associate’s Degree in Graphic Design. As an 
award-winning hair stylist, he successfully ran 
Noufal Hair Color Studio for more than a quar-
ter-century. Throughout his career, Mr. Noufal 
garnered numerous international certifications 
and made house calls to royal families and 
foreign dignitaries. Additionally, Mr. Noufal op-
erated various business ventures involving 
franchising, coffee distribution, and corporate 
cleaning. 

Recently, Mr. Noufal and his wife, Vicky, 
celebrated their 23rd wedding anniversary. To-
gether, they have three sons, Alexander, 
Brandon, and Mason. Mr. Noufal often re-
marked that his greatest accomplishment in 
life was being father to his sons and a partner 
to his wife. He is also survived by his mother, 
six brothers, and two sisters. 

Mr. Noufal leaves behind a remarkable leg-
acy and an extensive entrepreneurial career to 
the Commonwealth. His unyielding strength 
and devotion to his work and clients attested 
to his selfless character and genial demeanor. 
He will be greatly missed by the countless 
lives he has touched. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in celebrating the life of, and bidding fare-
well to, Joey Noufal. May he rest in peace, 
and his family be comforted. 

f 

THE HOUSE’S RESPONSE TO 
PRESIDENT TRUMP’S REMARKS 
ON U.S.-RUSSIA CYBERSECURITY 
COOPERATION 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my distress over the House’s response 
to President Trump’s recent comments on cy-
bersecurity cooperation with Russia. 

The U.S. Intelligence Community has over-
whelmingly concluded that Russia actively 
sought to influence the 2016 election through 

an active disinformation campaign, and covert 
cyberattacks. Yet this past weekend, in an act 
that confounded Republicans and Democrats 
alike, President Trump bragged about dis-
cussing with Vladimir Putin the possibility of 
establishing a joint cybersecurity unit with 
Russia. The idea that we would cooperate 
with Russia on cybersecurity, which would 
necessarily mean sharing some of our strate-
gies, defies logic. 

Naturally concerned by this reckless an-
nouncement, this week several of my col-
leagues and I offered amendments to H.R. 
2810, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Vear 2018 to prohibit such coopera-
tion. However, House Republicans refused to 
bring a single one of them to the floor for con-
sideration. 

Not only has our President refused to fully 
accept the overwhelming evidence that Russia 
actively sought to influence our elections, he 
now continues to place our national security at 
risk by floating the absurd idea that we should 
actually cooperate with Vladimir Putin, who or-
dered this campaign against our democratic 
institutions, in order to guard against future 
cyber threats. 

Mr. Speaker, it would be laughable, if it 
were not so shameful, that House Republicans 
are refusing to do anything to even consider 
prohibiting such a dangerous course of action 
by President Trump. Why not let the full 
House vote on this proposal? If any of my col-
leagues do think it’s a good idea to work with 
Russia on cybersecurity, let them come to the 
floor and explain themselves. 

What will it take before House Republicans 
take a stand against Russia’s actions? If we 
do not do it, then I promise you it will happen 
again in the next election. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
strong opposition to the Franks Amendment 
No. 13 to H.R. 2810, the ‘‘National Defense 
Authorization Act’’ (NDAA), which would re-
quire the federal government to conduct so- 
called strategic assessments of Islamic reli-
gious doctrine. 

I am shocked and appalled at this blatant 
attempt to single out Muslims for a religious 
test in a direct violation of the Constitution and 
our nation’s founding principles. 

It frankly astounds me that such a hateful, 
discriminatory, and incoherent piece of reli-
gious bigotry has been made in order for this 
bill and is under consideration today. 

To illustrate the sheer absurdity of this 
amendment, I would like to offer the amend-

ment’s sponsor a brief lesson on the history of 
religious persecution and freedom in the 
United States. 

In 1620, a group of English-born Puritans 
braved the Atlantic Ocean in order to found 
Plymouth Colony in the New World of Amer-
ica—they were fleeing, above all else, reli-
gious persecution in England, where discrimi-
natory religious tests were common practice 
and the law. 

On September 17, 1878, two and a half 
centuries later, 39 delegates signed the United 
States Constitution; in Article 6, Section 3 of 
this Constitution, they wrote that ‘‘no religious 
test shall ever be required . . . under the 
United States.’’ 

In the First Amendment, they went even fur-
ther: ‘‘Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.’’ 

Every child in America knows these facts 
about our nation’s founding. 

The essential human right to freedom of 
worship, without fear of persecution or dis-
crimination, is explicitly written into our genetic 
code as Americans. 

What we do not teach our children is to as-
sociate any particular religion with the violent 
acts of a few extremists who claim to belong 
to that religion. 

We understand that such an accusation 
would be irrational, intellectually dishonest, 
and ineffective at identifying and combatting 
the real roots of violent extremism. 

It would be remiss for me to neglect to point 
out that the Ku Klux Klan was founded and 
continues to identify as a Christian organiza-
tion, or that racial terrorist Dylann Roof, who 
murdered nine innocent churchgoers in cold 
blood, was himself a member of a Lutheran 
church. 

Yet Representative Franks’ amendment 
does not require any strategic assessments of 
‘‘violent or unorthodox’’ Christian doctrine. 

Instead, Amendment No. 13 wrongfully 
casts the specter of terrorism upon all Muslim 
communities and individuals through the use 
of coded language like ‘‘strategic assess-
ments.’’ 

Nowhere does this Amendment acknowl-
edge the fact that many Muslims, both domes-
tically and abroad, have been contributing 
wholeheartedly to the U.S.’s mission to end 
violent extremism. 

Amendment No. 13 mandates the identifica-
tion of key Islamic leaders who practice any 
form of Islam, with no exception for those who 
have never violated any laws—this is not only 
a completely nonsensical proposition, but a 
dangerous violation of the principles of reli-
gious liberty, individual privacy, and equal pro-
tection as established by the First Amend-
ment. 

Amendment No. 13 requires the Secretary 
of Defense to create a ‘‘team of experts’’ to 
determine which practices and beliefs of the 
Islam are legitimate or acceptable—another di-
rect violation of the Constitution. 

Mr. Chair, this Amendment is a stain on our 
national honor and pride as Americans. 
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Muslim Americans make up a vital part of 

our nation’s diverse, multicultural fabric; every 
day, they make valuable contributions to the 
arts, the economy, academia, government, 
military services, and much more. 

If it is passed, Amendment No. 13 would 
only further stigmatize and alienate a vibrant 
community of Americans who have been sub-
ject to harassment and discrimination for 
years, and especially under the Trump Admin-
istration. 

We are better than that and I urge all Mem-
bers to join me in rejecting this terrible legisla-
tion. 

f 

INSURING SOCIAL SECURITY SOL-
VENCY FOR CURRENT AND FU-
TURE GENERATIONS 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this week, the Ways and Means Sub-
committee on Social Security held a hearing to 
discuss the Social Security Administration’s 
Annual Trustee Report. This report is a strong 
reminder that Congress must act to address 
the Social Security Trust Fund shortfall to en-
sure the stability of Social Security for genera-
tions to come. The longer Congress delays 
dealing with this impending crisis, the fewer 
options we will have to address the shortfall. 

Social Security is an essential program that 
prevents elderly Americans from falling into 
poverty once they reach retirement age or are 
disabled. Currently, Social Security covers 61 
million seniors, and 171 million Americans pay 
into the system. The Trust Fund is divided into 
two divisions: Old-Age and Survivors insur-
ance (OASI) and Disability Insurance (DI). 
These funds cover the 41.2 million retired 
workers, the 8.8 million disabled workers, and 
their families. 

The long term viability of Social Security is 
undoubtedly under threat. The Baby Boomers 
are beginning to retire which is putting signifi-
cant pressure on the fund. Since Social Secu-
rity collects fewer revenues than it previously 
did, it will be forced to draw from the 2.8 tril-
lion dollars in asset reserve. The Social Secu-
rity Administration Trustee’s report estimates 
that reserves are in danger of depletion by 
2034. We cannot let this happen. A reduction 
in benefits for our seniors would be dev-
astating for many of my constituent, who de-
pend on Social Security payments as their 
only income in retirement. If benefits de-
crease, seniors who have paid into the system 
could be forced to choose between paying for 
their groceries, their utility bills, or their essen-
tial medication. 

There are common-sense steps that Con-
gress can take to stabilize the program and in-
sure it’s presence for the next century. The 
Ranking Member of the Ways and Means So-
cial Security Subcommittee, Congressman 
JOHN LARSON, has introduced H.R. 1902—the 
Social Security 2100 Act. I am a proud co-
sponsor of H.R. 1902, which would simulta-
neously increase benefits for current and fu-
ture seniors, reduce payroll taxes for middle 
class and working class Americans, and se-
cure the solvency of the program until 2100. 

This is accomplished by asking the wealthiest 
Americans to pay their fair share by raising 
the payroll tax cap on incomes above 
$127,000. There are reasonable solutions that 
both Democrats and Republicans should be 
able to support. 

Congress cannot afford to abandon our sen-
iors. We must address the Social Security 
shortfall now. Therefore, I call an Speaker 
RYAN to bring H.R. 1902 to the floor for a vote. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE RESO-
LUTION RECOGNIZING THE AC-
COMPLISHMENTS AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF VIETNAMESE 
AMERICANS 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing a House Resolution recognizing the 
accomplishments and contributions of Viet-
namese Americans. 

I represent part of one of the largest Viet-
namese communities in the United States, and 
I am proud to recognize the valuable contribu-
tions of 1.7 million Vietnamese Americans cur-
rently living in the United States. The United 
States is home to the largest number of indi-
viduals of Vietnamese descent outside of Viet-
nam. Additionally, Vietnamese Americans 
make up the fourth largest Asian American 
population. Currently, more than 70,000 reside 
in California’s 46th Congressional District. 

In the aftermath of the Vietnam War, ap-
proximately 800,000 Vietnamese refugees 
fleeing persecution resettled in the United 
States. Today, Vietnamese Americans con-
tribute to American society through their work 
in business, education, science and tech-
nology, engineering, mathematics, literature 
and the arts, gastronomy, the armed forces, 
and public service at every level of govern-
ment. 

Vietnamese Americans add to the rich cul-
tural and religious diversity of our Nation. As 
a member of the Congressional Vietnam Cau-
cus, it is critical that we continue to represent 
and celebrate our Vietnamese families, 
friends, and neighbors, and recognize their 
significant contributions to American society. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SALUD O. CARBAJAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I was regret-
tably detained on July 13, 2017 during Roll 
Call No. 360, the Blumenauer Amendment No. 
13 to H.R. 2810. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
AYE on Roll Call No. 360. 

HONORING WORLD WAR II 
VETERAN ED GREEN 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor 
to recognize my good friend Ed Green for his 
many years of service to this country, begin-
ning with his time in the U.S. military and con-
tinuing thereafter with his many philanthropic 
endeavors. 

During World War II, Ed proudly served as 
a member of the Navy, operating in a largely 
clandestine capacity. He lived and worked 
aboard armed Merchant Marine vessels, con-
sistently risking his life to ensure the safety of 
those at home. 

Upon his honorable discharge from the 
Navy, Ed continued his selfless dedication to 
helping others. He became an active member 
of the Freeland American Legion Post 473, a 
group committed to mentoring youth and pro-
moting patriotism, honor, and devotion to serv-
ice members and veterans within its commu-
nity. Ed was also involved with the long-
standing Veterans of Foreign Wars 5010. He 
served as Commander of the Military Order of 
the Cooties Pup Tent 38 in order to help bring 
smiles to the faces of fellow veterans and resi-
dents of the VFW National Home for Children. 

Ed’s service to his community extended to 
various local philanthropic projects. For 60 
years, he placed flags on the headstones of 
veterans at Vine Street Cemetery, and when 
the Standard Speaker newspaper ceased 
printing flags next to the obituaries of vet-
erans, Ed was responsible for having the 
newspaper reinstate the practice. Additionally, 
he spent more than 50 years fighting for dis-
ability ratings from the Veterans Administration 
for hearing loss. He took the lead in orga-
nizing countless events during the past many 
decades, including Flag Day, Veterans Day, 
and Memorial Day celebrations that took place 
at locations such as the Laurel Mall and Cal-
vary Cemetery. There is no doubt as to the 
profound impact Ed has had on the lives of 
those around him. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Ed for all he has sacrificed to serve our coun-
try and for all he has contributed to the 
Hazelton community. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF COM-
MAND SERGEANT MAJOR SCOTT 
C. SCHROEDER 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of Command Ser-
geant Major Scott C. Schroeder. After 31 
years of dedicated service, Command Ser-
geant Major Schroeder became the Command 
Sergeant Major for FORSCOM—a post he 
held for 3 years. 

After enlisting in the United States Army in 
1983, he began his career as an electronics 
mechanic at Fort Bliss, Texas. Serving at mili-
tary installations all over the world allowed 
Command Sergeant Major Schroeder to gain 
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valuable experience that would help shape his 
long career. While stationed at Fort Bragg in 
North Carolina’s Eighth Congressional District, 
he served with the 2nd Battalion, 505th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, and 82nd Airborne 
Division. 

Deployed on numerous operational assign-
ments all over the globe and through some of 
our nation’s toughest times, Command Ser-
geant Major Schroeder stood ready to answer 
the call to serve our great country. Some of 
his most notable engagements were Operation 
Desert Storm in Saudi Arabia as part of the 
82nd Airborne, and Operation Iraqi Freedom 
in Iraq as part of the 101st Airborne Division. 
Throughout these operations, he delivered on 
the promise to keep America safe and con-
front our enemies head on under the most dif-
ficult conditions. 

While fighting our nation’s battles overseas, 
Command Sergeant Major Schroeder had a 
full family at home. Residing in Charlotte, his 
wife of 26 years, Marla and he have 3 chil-
dren. This country cannot repay the debt we 
owe to Command Sergeant Major Schroeder 
and his family; the Schroeders are true Amer-
ican heroes. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the retirement of Command Ser-
geant Major Scott C. Schroeder. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOUTHERN ARIZONA 
EFFORTS TO ANTIMICROBIAL 
RESISTANCE 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, one cannot 
overstate the immediate and extraordinary 
threat posed by antimicrobial resistance 
throughout this nation and around the globe. 
With that in mind, I wish to recognize the ex-
ceptional work being done in Southern Arizona 
to combat this scourge. 

We know from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol that each year in the United States, at 
least two million people become infected with 
bacteria that are resistant to antibiotics and 
some 23,000 die as a direct result. Experts 
suggest that based on current trends, anti-
microbial resistance could become the world’s 
single greatest killer, surpassing heart disease 
and cancer, and posing a serious economic 
threat as well. In light of this, there is an ur-
gent demand for the development of new anti-
microbial compounds and faster diagnostic 
techniques to address this critical issue. 

Residents and visitors in Arizona’s Third 
Congressional District and surrounding areas 
are fortunate to have access to exceptional 
medical services, including those provided by 
Tucson Medical Center, Southern Arizona’s lo-
cally governed nonprofit regional hospital and 
leading provider for emergency and pediatric 
care. 

TMC is among the first facilities in the na-
tion to adopt the newest superbug-fighting 
technology. Using the Accelerate Pheno sys-
tem, developed by Tucson’s Accelerate 
Diagnostics, Inc., TMC health professionals 
can rapidly detect and identify bacteria as well 
as determine which antibiotic is most appro-
priate, and they can do this up to 40 hours 
faster than was possible using conventional 
techniques. 

I urge all the nation’s health facilities to 
prioritize efforts to combat antibiotic resistance 
using the best available technology, and rec-
ognize TMC and Accelerate Diagnostics for 
being leaders on this critical issue. 

f 

COMMEMORATING BASTILLE DAY 
AND THE PEOPLE OF THE 
FRENCH REPUBLIC 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate Bastille Day. 

On this day we are reminded of the extraor-
dinary resilience and democratic values that 
have made France an inspiration to the entire 
world. 

Today also marks the one-year anniversary 
of the devastating and tragic loss of life last 
year in Nice. 

We remember to keep the injured and the 
deceased in our hearts, and we remind our-
selves of the strong, persevering character of 
the French Republic. 

Time and time again, all throughout history, 
the French were able to demonstrate strong 
leadership through tragic times, and that is 
why the United States stands in unyielding 
solidarity with the people of France, which like 
the United States, is one of the most wel-
coming nations in the world. 

Mr. Speaker, for centuries Paris has been 
known to the world as the City of Light. 

The title is richly deserved, because Paris 
has been a world leader in the march of 
human progress in the arts, culture, science, 
democratic theory and governance. 

I am proud to mention that in my own city 
of Houston, we commemorate Bastille Day 
with special celebrations that feature art, danc-
ing, and food. 

France embraces the challenges and oppor-
tunities of the modern world. 

France, and the values it cherishes, show-
cases a nation that has faced and prevailed 
against the most sinister of lethal adversaries. 

However, we will always ensure that they 
never confront these adversaries alone; they 
will be joined by the United States and the 
other countries of the civilized world. 

The French are justly proud of their national 
motto; ‘‘Liberté, égalité, fraternité,’’ (liberty, 
equality, fraternity) and no perpetrator can 
ever succeed in leading them to renounce 
their heritage of freedom and justice. 

f 

NO SANCTUARY FOR CRIMINALS 
ACT (H.R. 3003) AND KATE’S LAW 
(H.R. 3004) 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to H.R. 3003 & H.R. 3004. 

The No Sanctuary for Criminals Act (H.R. 
3003) is a misguided attempt to defund com-
munities that have enacted separation ordi-
nances so called ‘‘sanctuary cities’’. This legis-
lation would force state and local law enforce-

ment to comply with potentially unconstitu-
tional federal immigration policies, or risk los-
ing critical federal funding. Intimidating our 
communities by threatening to withhold federal 
funding will not fix our nation’s immigration 
system. H.R. 3003 will add to the workload of 
our already overburdened local law enforce-
ment, and drive a wedge between them and 
the communities they serve. Chiefs of police 
across our country support the enactment of 
separation of ordinances in the cities they 
serve and protect because it builds trust and 
keeps communities safe. I include in the 
RECORD a letter from the Law Enforcement 
Immigration Task Force, which St. Paul Chief 
of Police Todd Axtell is a member, that ex-
plains their strong opposition to this legislation. 
The federal government should not mandate 
that local law enforcement turn into Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officers. 

Kate’s Law (H.R. 3004) is also a step back-
wards for our country. For the first time in our 
history, the United States would prosecute in-
dividuals who voluntarily present themselves 
at the border to seek asylum or to seek pro-
tection as a victim of human trafficking. This 
legislation would punish previously removed 
individuals who approach the border to apply 
for admission even if the individual has no 
criminal record or history of re-entries. 

I stand with my fellow Americans in uphold-
ing this country as a welcoming one for immi-
grants, and with my Democratic colleagues in 
supporting our local law enforcement with the 
tools they need to keep all our communities 
safe. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
IMMIGRATION TASK FORCE, 

June 28, 2017. 
DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: As law en-

forcement leaders dedicated to preserving 
the safety and security of our communities, 
we have concerns about legislative proposals 
that would attempt to impose punitive, 
‘‘one-size-fits-all’’ policies on state and local 
law enforcement. Rather than strengthening 
state and local law enforcement by providing 
us with the tools to work with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) in a man-
ner that is responsive to the needs of our 
communities, these proposals would rep-
resent a step backwards. 

Attempts to defund so-called sanctuary 
cities regularly sweep too broadly, punishing 
jurisdictions that engage in well-established 
community policing practices or adhere to 
federal court decisions that have found fed-
eral immigration detainers to violate con-
stitutional protections. We oppose these ap-
proaches and urge Congress to work to en-
courage—rather than compel—law enforce-
ment agency cooperation within our federal 
system. 

We believe that law enforcement should 
not cut corners. Multiple federal courts have 
questioned the legality and constitutionality 
of federal immigration detainers that are not 
accompanied by a criminal warrant signed 
by a judge. Even though the legality of such 
immigration holds is doubtful, some have 
proposed requiring states and localities to 
enforce them, shielding them from lawsuits. 
While this approach would reduce potential 
legal liability faced by some jurisdictions 
and departments, we are concerned these 
proposals would still require our agencies 
and officers carry out federal directives that 
could violate the U.S. Constitution, which 
we are sworn to follow. 

Immigration enforcement is, first and fore-
most, a federal responsibility. Making our 
communities safer means better defining 
roles and improving relationships between 
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local law enforcement and federal immigra-
tion authorities. But in attempting to 
defund ‘‘sanctuary cities’’ and require state 
and local law enforcement to carry out the 
federal government’s immigration enforce-
ment responsibilities, the federal govern-
ment would be substituting its judgment for 
the judgment of state and local law enforce-
ment agencies. Local control has been a ben-
eficial approach for law enforcement for dec-
ades -having the federal government compel 
state and local law enforcement to carry out 
new and sometimes problematic tasks under-
mines the delicate federal balance and will 
harm locally-based policing. 

Rather than requiring state and local law 
enforcement agencies to engage in additional 
immigration enforcement activities, Con-
gress should focus on overdue reforms of the 
broken immigration system to allow state 
and local law enforcement to focus their re-
sources on true threats -dangerous criminals 
and criminal organizations. We believe that 
state and local law enforcement must work 
together with federal authorities to protect 
our communities and that we can best serve 
our communities by leaving the enforcement 
of immigration laws to the federal govern-
ment. Threatening the removal of valuable 
grant funding that contributes to the health 
and well-being of communities across the na-
tion would not make our communities safer 
and would not fix any part of our broken im-
migration system. 

Our immigration problem is a national 
problem deserving of a national approach, 
and we continue to recognize that what our 
broken system truly needs is a permanent 
legislative solution—broad-based immigra-
tion reform. 

Sincerely, 
Chief Chris Magnus, Tucson, AZ 
Chief Roy Minter, Peoria, AZ 
Chief Sylvia Moir, Tempe, AZ 
Ret. Chief Roberto Villasenor, Tucson, AZ 
Chief Charlie Beck, Los Angeles, CA 
Ret. Chief James Lopez, Los Angeles County, 

CA 
Sheriff Margaret Mims, Fresno County, CA 
Sheriff Mike Chitwood, Volusia County, FL 
Sheriff Paul Fitzgerald, Story County, IA 
Chief Wayne Jerman, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Sheriff Bill McCarthy, Polk County, IA 
Public Safety Director, Mark Prosser, Storm 

Lake, IA 
Sheriff Lonny Pulkrabek, Johnson County, 

IA 
Chief Mike Tupper, Marshalltown, IA 
Chief William Bones, Boise, ID 
Ret. Chief Ron Teachman, South Bend, IN 
Ret. Chief James Hawkins, Garden City, KS 
Commissioner William Evans, Boston, MA 
Chief Ken Ferguson, Framingham, MA 
Chief Brian Kyes, Chelsea, MA 
Chief Tom Manger, Montgomery County, MD 
Chief Todd Axtell, Saint Paul, MN 
Sheriff Eli Rivera, Cheshire County, NH 
Chief Richard Biehl, Dayton, OH 
Chief Cel Rivera, Lorain, OH 
Public Safety Commissioner Steven Pare, 

Providence, RI 
Chief William Holbrook, Columbia, SC 
Sheriff Leon Lott, Richland County, SC 
Ret. Chief Fred Fletcher, Chattanooga, TN 
Chief Art Acevedo, Houston, TX 
Sheriff Edward Gonzalez, Harris County, TX 
Sheriff Sally Hernandez, Travis County, TX 
Chief Brian Manley, Austin, TX 
Sheriff Lupe Valdez, Dallas County, TX 
Ret. Chief Chris Burbank, Salt Lake City, 

UT 
Chief Kathleen O’Toole, Seattle, WA 
Sheriff John Urquhart, King County, WA 
Asst. Chief Randy Gaber, Madison, WI 
Chief Michael Koval, Madison, WI 
Chief Todd Thomas, Appleton, WI 

*Signatures updated as of June 28, 2017 5 
PM ET. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained on July 13, 2017 
during the Roll Call No. 369 vote, the Hartzler 
Amendment No. 10 to H.R. 2810. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 369. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF PEORIA HEIGHTS 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize Peoria Heights Fire Department of 
Peoria, Illinois, for celebrating their 100th An-
niversary. 

In 1917, Peoria Heights Fire Department 
was chartered to provide protection for the vil-
lage and its inhabitants. Since then, the de-
partment has grown immensely; it now pro-
vides fire suppression, fire prevention, tech-
nical rescue response, and emergency med-
ical services. Over the past 100 years, these 
men and women have shown their dedication 
and service to the greater Peoria area by 
working countless hours to keep our neigh-
bors, friends, and families safe. 

Peoria Heights Fire Department protects a 
total of 6,800 inhabitants and is known 
throughout Central Illinois for their hard work, 
dedication, and sacrifice. Today, we thank and 
celebrate them for their dedication to serving 
the greater Peoria area. I extend my sincere 
congratulations to Peoria Heights Fire Depart-
ment for a successful 100 years, and I wish 
them another 100 years of success and good 
fortune. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MEN AND 
WOMEN OF ALABAMA ARMY NA-
TIONAL GUARD’S 115TH EXPEDI-
TIONARY SIGNAL BATTALION ON 
THEIR DEPLOYMENT TO THE 
MIDDLE EAST 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize the men and women who proudly 
make up the Alabama Army National Guard’s 
115th Expeditionary Signal Battalion as they 
deploy to the Middle East in defense of our 
nation. 

The 115th has a rich history of service to 
America. The unit was organized in December 
1940 as the 2nd Battalion, 151st Engineers, a 
little less than a year before our nation would 
enter World War Two. 

In early 1941, the unit was called into fed-
eral service to participate in maneuvers in 
Louisiana as the War Department geared up 
for the threat of war. 

In January of 1942, just after America en-
tered the war, the unit moved to Alaska to 
help protect American territory from the Japa-
nese. Service during World War Two also in-
cluded deployments to England and France. 
The unit would be called into federal service 
once more in 1963. 

The men and women of the 115th would 
again answer our nation’s call to service after 
the attacks of September 11, 2001 amidst our 
efforts to neutralize terrorist threats around the 
world. 

The first call to support the War on Ter-
rorism would be in 2003 as part of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, returning home in 2005. Then, 
in 2011, the unit would be sent to Afghanistan 
as part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Now, in 2017, like so many Alabama Guard 
Units, the 115th which has companies in Flor-
ence, Haleyville and Huntsville, is once again 
standing up to serve our nation. The unit will 
be sent to the Middle East to support and de-
fend our nation’s vital interests abroad. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress’ appreciation along 
with our continued admiration for these men 
and women and the service they provide to 
the United States of America are reflected 
here today. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF ROSEANN 
BURKART SERRANO 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and achievements of Mrs. 
RoseAnn Burkart Serrano. Mrs. Serrano dedi-
cated her life to serving her family and her 
community. She was a volunteer, member, 
manager, board member, and president of 
many organizations, both in Le Grand and in 
the surrounding areas of Chowchilla, Merced, 
Fresno, Mariposa, and Planada. Mrs. Serrano 
is a shining example of what it means to make 
a difference in the world, and she serves as 
a model of determination and selflessness for 
all who knew her. 

Born in Fresno, Mrs. Serrano graduated 
from San Joaquin Memorial High School in 
1962 before earning a degree in Liberal Stud-
ies from Fresno City College. Mrs. Serrano 
continued her education at California State 
University, Fresno, where she was a music 
and history major. At Fresno State, Mrs. 
Serrano served as the district secretary for the 
college Catholic organization and met her fu-
ture husband, David Serrano, through her 
membership in the Newman Club at the St. 
Paul Newman Center. After their marriage, 
Mrs. Serrano began working with her husband 
at his agricultural business, and she soon be-
came an integral part of Serrano Farms. Be-
sides being a full-time homemaker and moth-
er, Mrs. Serrano irrigated, ran machinery in 
their almond orchards and cotton fields, and 
managed the farm’s business records and 
payroll. 

In addition to her role at Serrano Farms, 
Mrs. Serrano was active in numerous organi-
zations, such as California Women for Agri-
culture, USDA Farm Services Agency Com-
mittee, the National Federation of Independent 
Business, and the Plainsburg Elementary 
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School Board. Mrs. Serrano also volunteered 
in more local settings, from planning the Le 
Grand Community Day and Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish Dinner, to serving on the 
Plainsburg Election Board and helping the 
Plainsburg Library. Additionally, Mrs. Serrano 
was a regular accompanist and choir singer at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, where 
she became the local go-to pianist and organ-
ist for weddings and funerals. 

Mrs. Serrano was recognized for her ac-
complishments and service on numerous oc-
casions. In 1994, she and her husband were 
awarded the State of California Governor’s 
Small Business Award for Small Business Per-
son of the Year. In 2008, they were also rec-
ognized as Le Grand Community Day Citizens 
of the Year. In 2014, the California Agricultural 
Leadership Foundation at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno selected Mrs. Serrano as a 
‘‘Common Threads Honoree,’’ honoring her for 
community service and philanthropic endeav-
ors. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the life and achievements of 
Mrs. RoseAnn Burkart Serrano. The Merced 
community mourns Mrs. Serrano’s passing, 
but rejoices in her lasting impact and legacy. 
She could always tell when someone needed 
her help or a smile, and she was always will-
ing to extend her hand in friendship and open 
her heart with compassion. Her wisdom, 
mentorship, and persevering spirit continue to 
inspire her family and countless others to 
strive for excellence and serve their commu-
nities. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call vote 367 on Thursday, July 13, 2017. 
Had I been present, I would have voted No on 
Roll Call vote 367. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Chair, I 
strongly oppose the Perry amendment, that 
would strike section 336 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act bill under consider-
ation by the House. 

Section 336 is a commonsense and essen-
tial provision that simply acknowledges the 
fact that climate change is an urgent and di-
rect threat not only to our national security, but 

also to our armed forces and our military in-
stallations around the world. This amendment 
would weaken our national security by pre-
venting our military from planning and pre-
paring to best meet these threats. 

Despite the consensus view of the world’s 
climate scientists that human actions are ac-
celerating climate changes through our exces-
sive carbon emissions, there continue to be 
some Members of this body that hope if we 
don’t assess the threat too closely, it will go 
away. 

As Members of this body, we have sworn to 
protect the public welfare from all threats, for-
eign and domestic. And make no mistake, our 
changing climate—fueled by humanity’s enor-
mous carbon emissions—is exactly such a 
threat. 

But don’t take my word for it. The words of 
Defense Secretary James Mattis that are in-
cluded in the text of this bill are instructive, 
and deleting them through this amendment will 
make them no less true. He said, ‘‘I agree that 
the effects of a changing climate—such as in-
creased maritime access to the Arctic, rising 
sea levels, desertification, among others—im-
pact our security situation . . . [and] it is ap-
propriate . . . to incorporate drivers of insta-
bility that impact the security environment . . . 
into [our] planning.’’ 

And as former Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Army Gordon Sullivan has stated: ‘‘Climate 
change is a national security issue. We found 
that climate instability will lead to instability in 
geopolitics and impact American military oper-
ations around the world.’’ 

The bipartisan language of section 336 goes 
on to state that, ‘‘a three-foot rise in sea levels 
will threaten the operations of more than 128 
United States military sites, and it is possible 
that many of these at-risk bases could be sub-
merged in the coming years.’’ 

For my district in South Florida, we don’t 
have to look to the future to see the threat 
posed by rising temperatures. Climate change 
is a threat today. Sea levels have already 
risen nine inches in the last several decades 
and, according to FIU’s Sea Level Solutions 
Center, we could see up to another six inches 
of sea level rise in just over a dozen years. 

Today ‘‘king tides’’ cause flooding in low- 
lying communities several times a year. We 
cannot afford another six inches, let alone an-
other three feet of ocean water. And our ma-
rine ecosystems and corals are also under at-
tack from increased acidification caused by 
carbon dioxide absorption in ocean waters. 

As Members of Congress, we have a duty 
to the taxpayers of this country not only to 
protect our communities from the worst effects 
of climate change, but also to ensure that we 
spend wisely on national defense and inter-
national assistance for humanitarian and dis-
aster response. 

It is therefore imperative that our military 
leaders be allowed to assess the 
vulnerabilities to our military installations and 
ensure we build in resiliency so that our mili-
tary is ready to meet the challenges ahead. 
Simply put, we should give our military leaders 
the tools they need to protect the American 
public. 

Section 336 does exactly that and this 
amendment must be rejected. 

Whether out of concern for our national de-
fense, our public health, our environment, the 
economic well-being of our communities, or for 
all of these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose this ill-advised amendment. 

RECOGNIZING OUR NATION’S COM-
MUNITY CORRECTIONS PROFES-
SIONALS DURING PRETRIAL, 
PROBATION AND PAROLE SUPER-
VISION WEEK 2017 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the nation’s community corrections 
professionals and the vital role they play in en-
hancing public safety throughout the United 
States. In honor of the invaluable contributions 
of these dedicated public servants, the Amer-
ican Probation and Parole Association (APPA) 
and its associated members have designated 
the week of July 17 through 23 ‘‘Pretrial, Pro-
bation and Parole Supervision Week 2017.’’ I 
thank the thousands of men and women who 
perform these important public safety duties, 
and urge my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in support of APPA’s 
week-long recognition efforts this year. 

In my congressional district, the nation’s 
capital, thousands of women and men serve 
as pretrial, probation and parole officers or ad-
ministrators. As public servants, these con-
stituents, along with many other Americans, 
commit themselves on a daily basis to helping 
improve the lives of those involved in the 
criminal justice system. The work of these pro-
fessionals ultimately results in stronger and 
safer communities for all. 

Community corrections professionals are re-
sponsible for the supervision of adult and juve-
nile offenders in communities throughout our 
nation. These trained professionals go above 
and beyond the call of duty by connecting 
their clients to supportive services, community- 
based resources, employment opportunities, 
housing programs and other evidence-based 
practices that help individuals successfully 
complete supervision and reenter society. 
Community corrections professionals strive to 
provide these services and support, while si-
multaneously providing client surveillance, 
crime prevention and restorative justice. 

In honor of Pretrial, Probation and Parole 
Supervision Week 2017, I take the opportunity 
to recognize those who carry out community 
corrections and supervision services here in 
the District of Columbia, including the officers 
and professionals of the Court Services and 
Offender Supervision Agency for the District of 
Columbia (CSOSA). 

CSOSA and the Pretrial Services Agency 
for the District of Columbia (PSA) are dedi-
cated to reducing recidivism and enhancing 
public safety in the nation’s capital. CSOSA 
and PSA are recognized as model community 
supervision entities because of their use of 
evidence-based practices and community part-
nerships. 

On any given day, CSOSA is responsible 
for supervising approximately 11,000 individ-
uals on probation, parole or supervised re-
lease, while PSA supervises over 17,000 de-
fendants over the course of a year. Charged 
with having to balance issues of public safety 
with social services and reentry support, the 
employees of CSOSA and PSA help to en-
hance the security of everyone who lives, 
works or visits the District. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I extend my gratitude to 
these public servants for their commitment, 
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compassion and contributions to healthier and 
safer communities throughout the United 
States. I ask the House of Representatives to 
join me in acknowledging the impact commu-
nity corrections professionals have on the 
quality of life of all Americans throughout our 
country by recognizing July 17 through 23 as 
Pretrial, Probation and Parole Supervision 
Week 2017. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on Wednesday, July 12, 2017, I was ab-
sent from the House during the second vote 
series because I was unavoidably detained. 
Due to my absence, I did not record any votes 
for the second vote series. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: nay on Roll Call 
Votes 350 and 351, and aye on Roll Call Vote 
352. 

f 

IN HONOR OF REVEREND DR. 
RALPH WALTER HULING 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an outstanding Man of God, 
and friend of long standing, Reverend Dr. 
Ralph Walter Huling, who will celebrate his 
30th anniversary as the distinguished pastor of 
St. James Missionary Baptist Church in Co-
lumbus, Georgia. An anniversary worship 
service will be held on Sunday, August 6, 
2017 at the church at 5214 St. James Street 
in Columbus. 

Dr. Huling is a native of Columbus, Georgia. 
He served our nation honorably as a Chaplain 
Assistant in the U.S. Army. He earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree and a Master of 
Science degree from Troy State University in 
Phenix City, Alabama and went on to earn a 
Doctorate in Pastoral Theology from Anderson 
Theological Seminary in Camilla, Georgia. He 
utilizes his education to further the next gen-
eration by serving as an Adjunct Professor of 
Psychology at both Chattahoochee Valley 
Community College and Columbus Technical 
College. 

Throughout his pastoral career, Dr. Huling 
has played a leading role in several religious- 
affiliated and community-based organizations. 
In addition to serving as Pastor of St. James 
Missionary Baptist Church, he has also 
pastored at New Hope Baptist Church in 
Lumpkin, Georgia for 24 years. He is the 
President of the Interdenominational Ministe-
rial Alliance; faculty member of the National 
Baptist Convention; certified dean in the Na-
tional Baptist Congress of Christian Education; 
moderator of the Mt. Moriah Baptist Associa-
tion; and International Instructor in the Ger-
many Congress of Christian Education. In ad-
dition, he has served as the President of the 
Columbus Clergy Class. 

Not one to rest on his laurels, Dr. Huling is 
an active member of many civic organizations 
where he continuously seeks to pour his time 
and energy into his community. He is the 
President of 100 Black Men of Columbus; 2nd 

Vice Chairman of the Urban League Board of 
Directors; Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the Enrichment Service Program; and a 
member of the Who’s Who Board of Directors 
for Non-Profits of Georgia. He serves on the 
Board of Directors of Head Start and the 
Board of Directors for the Golf Authority in Co-
lumbus, Georgia. 

Dr. Huling is a strong advocate for restoring 
the family unit. He retired as a Family Service 
Coordinator from the Muscogee County 
School District. In addition, Dr. Huling wrote a 
book titled, ‘‘The Biblical and Cultural Con-
cepts of Marriage and Family Life.’’ He travels 
around the world teaching and counseling 
couples and those seeking to be married. He 
has received numerous humanitarian awards 
including the President Award from the Geor-
gia Family Service Coordinators Association. 

Dr. Huling has achieved much in his life but 
none of it would be possible without the love 
and support of his loving wife of 35 years, 
Dorothy; his daughters, Nekita and Daisha; 
and grandson, Nolan. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me, the congregation of St. James Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in extending our sincerest 
congratulations to the Reverend Dr. Ralph 
Walter Huling. A man of great accomplish-
ment, he is an outstanding mentor, strong 
leader, and prominent community activist, but 
above all, he is a faithful servant of God. 

f 

HONORING THE 185TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF SAXONBURG 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Borough of 
Saxonburg in honor of their 185th Anniversary. 
Located in Butler County Pennsylvania and 
home to approximately 1,500 residents, 
Saxonburg is a quaint town with a significant 
history. 

Named for the German state of Saxony, 
Saxonburg was founded in 1832 by immigrant 
John Roebling, an admirable architect and en-
gineer. Roebling, whose presence can still be 
seen and felt today, is responsible for design-
ing the town of Saxonburg and creating an ag-
ricultural community that offered immigrants a 
new life in America. 

Roebling revolutionized the art of bridge 
building when he invented the wire rope from 
his workshop in Saxonburg, which now serves 
as a museum and historical landmark for tour-
ists. On July 16, 1842, Roebling was granted 
a patent for his wire rope invention, marking 
this year as the 175th Anniversary of 
Roebling’s impact on bridge construction and 
worldwide transportation in general. 

Although Saxonburg has seen many im-
provements and updates, there has also been 
a collective effort to maintain its original and 
unique character. There are countless historic 
landmarks and structures that have been pre-
served and maintained, telling the story of 
days gone by. Saxonburg captured the des-
ignation of a historic district on the national 
level in 2004 and on the state level in 2008, 
which is a testament to the overall importance 
of this specific area. If you have the privilege 
to visit Saxonburg, you will gain a solid under-
standing of its iconic legacy and unique roots. 

Present day citizens of Saxonburg are jus-
tifiably proud of their past, especially as they 
reach these type of momentous milestones. 
Therefore, as the people of Saxonburg cele-
brate the anniversary of their founding, I con-
gratulate them on the past 185 years of expe-
riences and accomplishments and wish them 
continued happiness and success moving for-
ward. 

f 

HONORING SONIA SEPULVEDA- 
DEMPSEY 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Sonia Sepulveda- 
Dempsey, who was recently inducted into the 
Rio Grande Valley Sports Hall of Fame. 

Sonia began running competitively when 
she was in the seventh grade. While a student 
at Edinburg High School, she qualified for 
state three times. Sonia excelled on the track 
and was recruited heavily by many colleges 
and universities in the state of Texas. She 
eventually chose to attend Baylor University in 
Waco, Texas, where she joined their Track 
and Field Program. During her college years, 
Sonia was part of the second fastest relay 
team in Baylor’s history. 

Inspired by her first grade teacher, who she 
refers to as her ‘‘haven,’’ Sonia became an 
educator following her graduation from Baylor. 
She currently works as a testing facilitator at 
Edinburg North High School, where her hus-
band serves as the band director. Sonia has 
been an educator for two decades. She also 
periodically gives motivational speeches to 
student athletes, a testament to her passion 
for athletics and commitment to student ath-
letes. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Sonia Sepulveda- 
Dempsey on the occasion of her induction to 
the Rio Grande Valley Sports Hall of Fame, 
and recognize her contributions to education 
and student athletes in South Texas. Today, I 
am proud to honor Sonia Sepulveda- 
Dempsey. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GARY GREENE, ESQ. 
AND HIS BIG BAND OF BAR-
RISTERS 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Big Band of Barristers and 
to recognize their founder, attorney Gary S. 
Greene. 

Gary Greene, Esq. and His Big Band of 
Barristers perform music from the Golden Era 
of Big Band Swing. Gary S. Greene organized 
the band in December 2011 as an adjunct to 
the 75-member Los Angeles Lawyers Phil-
harmonic and the 100-member chorus, Legal 
Voices. These musicians are civil litigators, 
trial attorneys, in–house counsels, sole practi-
tioners, partners at law firms, judges and jus-
tices, paralegals, law students and the like. 
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The members include conservatory graduates 
and professional musicians as well as some 
who only played in their youth. 

The mission of these musical groups is to 
bring the legal community together in harmony 
to perform concerts and raise funds for organi-
zations providing legal services for those who 
cannot afford them as well as for other chari-
table causes and civic events. The Big Band 
has performed concerts for the American Dia-
betes Association, the American Legion, 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, The Thalians, 
Magen David Adom, the City of Hope, Holly-
wood Remembers World AIDS Day, Ascencia 
(raising funds for housing for the homeless), 
the Beverly Hills Bar Association’s 80th and 
85th Anniversaries, Loyola Law School’s 50th 
Anniversary and for justices of the California 
Supreme Court. 

On Friday evening, July 14, 2017, Maestro 
Greene and the Big Band of Barristers will 
perform in the Great Hall of the Library of 
Congress. Speakers at this program include 
the Librarian of Congress, Dr. Carla Hayden, 
and Thomas V. Girardi, Esq. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my House col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Maestro 
Greene and his Big Band of Barristers along 
with the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic 
for all their achievements. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
COLONEL CHRISTOPHER T. DREW 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I am ex-
tremely grateful for the opportunity, on behalf 
of myself and my constituents, to honor Colo-
nel Christopher T. Drew, District Commander 
for the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE)—Chicago District. Throughout his 
command, Colonel Drew has shown unwaver-
ing dedication to improving the quality of life 
for the people of the District under his com-
mand. Colonel Drew will relinquish his com-
mand to Colonel Aaron W. Reisinger on July 
21, 2017, at which time he will complete his 
exemplary career in the United States Army. 

In 1992, Colonel Drew began his selfless 
twenty-five year military career in the United 
States Army. Throughout the years, Colonel 
Drew completed tours in Texas, New York, 
California, Missouri, and Kansas, before arriv-
ing in Chicago. He was also deployed several 
times, serving in Operation Uphold Democracy 
in Haiti, Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan, and Operation Iraqi Freedom in 
Iraq. Colonel Drew handled every assignment 
with courage, honor, and merit. He is regarded 
as a most gifted teacher who excels at bring-
ing people together to solve problems and 
helping individuals become the best versions 
of themselves. For his distinguished service, 
Colonel Drew is the recipient of numerous 
awards and citations, including two Bronze 
Star Medals, two Defense Meritorious Service 
Medals, four Army Meritorious Service Medals, 
four Army Commendation Medals, five Army 
Achievement Medals, one Joint Meritorious 
Unit Award, and two Meritorious Unit Com-
mendations, as well as the Sapper Tab, Rang-
er Tab, Air Assault Badge, and Parachutist 
Badge. 

Colonel Drew took command of the 
USACE—Chicago District in 2014. During his 
time as District Commander in Chicago, his 

leadership has played a significant role in the 
organization’s accomplishments, most notably 
in Northwest Indiana. The USACE initiated an 
ecosystem restoration project at the Portage 
Lakefront Park in 2015, in which sixty-five 
acres were restored, complementing the in-
vestments made previously by the USACE to 
open up public access to Lake Michigan. In 
East Chicago, Colonel Drew joined city offi-
cials to break ground on a shoreline restora-
tion project that will enhance amenities to 
allow residents to enjoy the lakefront, while 
benefiting a diverse ecosystem. Stormwater 
and sanitary sewer projects were initiated by 
the Colonel’s leadership, in partnership with 
local sponsors in various communities, which 
improve water quality throughout the region 
and ultimately improve the quality of life for 
residents in numerous communities. Work 
continues on the Little Calumet River Flood 
Control and Recreation Project, which protects 
residents along the river and creates opportu-
nities for increased economic development, 
and the dredging of the Indiana Harbor Ship 
Canal carries on apace. These projects and 
others stand testament to Colonel Drew’s 
commitment to the USACE’s mission to work 
with its partners to energize the nation’s econ-
omy through its civil works projects, as they 
likewise improve the quality of place in areas 
such as Northwest Indiana, I am grateful for 
his generosity of spirit, his meticulous work 
ethic, and his dedicated life of service. 

Colonel Drew’s outstanding career is ex-
ceeded only by his devotion to his beautiful 
family. He and his amazing wife, Rochelle, 
have two beloved children, Ian and Amara. 

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Drew has selflessly 
served his country and his fellow Americans. 
He has been a steadfast and proven leader 
throughout his remarkable career, one that 
has been instrumental in producing and devel-
oping the talents of the next generation. I re-
spectfully ask that you and my other distin-
guished colleagues join me in honoring Colo-
nel Christopher T. Drew for his honorable 
service to the United States of America and in 
wishing him well upon his retirement. 

f 

SUPPORT OF FY18 NDAA 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 14, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in support of H.R. 2810, the FY 
2018 National Defense Authorization Act. As a 
Member of Congress, one of my most sacred 
duties is to help promote and ensure the safe-
ty and security of our nation. We are truly 
grateful and indebted to the brave men and 
women who have sacrificed their lives to pro-
tect our freedom and democracy. This legisla-
tion takes great strides towards ensuring that 
our military is equipped with the most ad-
vanced, state of the art technology and mili-
tary capabilities to defend and protect our na-
tion from ongoing and emerging threats across 
the world. The FY 2018 NDAA bill authorizes 
$630 billion for base budget requirements as 
well as $64.6 billion for Overseas Contingency 
Operations. Additionally, this legislation con-
tains several provisions that would equip, sup-
ply, and train our troops; provide resources for 
them and their families; and set national secu-
rity policy for threats at home and abroad. I 
am particularly pleased to see that this bill 

prioritizes the readiness of U.S. Cyber Com-
mand, cyber mission forces, and cyber war-
fare tools and capabilities, including initiatives 
to strengthen the cyber workforce and 
strengthens congressional oversight of these 
capabilities. 

While I am supportive of the funding allo-
cated to these critically important defense pro-
grams, I continue to have strong concerns 
about Congress’ inability to make difficult fund-
ing decisions as it relates to our national secu-
rity priorities. The hard reality is that the over-
all top line discretionary budget authority in 
this bill will likely prove to be fiscally unwork-
able at the end of the legislative and budget 
process. Ultimately, I am deeply concerned 
that many of these initiatives will potentially be 
funded at the expense of vital domestic 
spending programs. While robust funding of 
our national security is paramount, it is equally 
as important that we continue to provide es-
sential funding for domestic programs that 
help educate our children, ensure every Amer-
ican has access to quality and affordable 
healthcare, and repair our deteriorating infra-
structure. We cannot have a safe and secure 
country if our people lack the resources nec-
essary to be financially and socially secure. 
Funding for vitally important programs that 
help millions of Americans across the country 
prosper should not be an either or proposition. 

I urge my colleagues to support the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2018. 

f 

HONORING EDWARD CARL 
DEUTSCHMAN 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 14, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Edward Carl Deutschman for his out-
standing service to our nation. A longtime resi-
dent of the central coast of California and a 
fellow sailor, he passed away this June at the 
age of 93. 

Not long after graduating high school in 
1941, Mr. Deutschman enlisted in the Navy 
and attended the Del Monte Pre-Flight School 
in Monterey. Today, this site is the center of 
the renewed Naval Post Graduate School, one 
of many prominent military institutions in my 
district. 

During WWII, Mr. Deutschman was soon 
assigned to the USS Intrepid and flew over 
the Pacific Ocean on many combat missions. 
He flew a Corsair as a member of the Grim 
Reaper VF–10 Squadron in April of 1945, pro-
viding vital air cover for Marines. Mr. 
Deutschman was also a lead pilot during the 
amphibious assault of Okinawa—the final and 
largest of the Pacific island battles during 
World War II. Later he participated in an air 
raid over Tokyo. The anti-aircraft fire was so 
intense that, as he later put it, ‘‘you could al-
most get out of the plane and walk on the stuff 
coming up.’’ Years after, he maintained close 
ties to the pilots who fought beside him, re-
uniting with them each year to reminisce in old 
stories and enduring friendships. 

Mr. Deutschman returned to the mainland 
and swapped his cockpit for the classroom. 
Armed with an undergraduate degree in busi-
ness from California State University–Fresno 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:17 Jul 15, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K14JY8.004 E14JYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE998 July 14, 2017 
and a graduate degree in education from the 
University of Southern California, he discov-
ered his passion for teaching. Over more than 
thirty years as an elementary school teacher, 
principal, and assistant superintendent, Mr. 
Deutschman made a positive impact on the 
lives of thousands of students. 

In his retirement, he returned to California’s 
Central Coast and continued his goodwill on 
behalf of organizations like the Grey Bears, 
Boy Scouts of America, Rotary International, 
and as a board member of Good Shepherd 
Housing. Edward Deutschman represented the 
best of his time, not only as a solider and edu-
cator, but as a dedicated family man to his 

late wife Katherine Bell Thomas, children 
Kathleen Deutschman Scott, Robert Edward 
Deutschman, granddaughter Tigest Scott 
Macauley, and great-grandsons Ibrahim 
Macauley and Abdul Rahman Macauley. On 
behalf of California’s 20th District, it is my 
honor to recognize this American hero, Ed-
ward Carl Deutschman. 
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