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GOLDEN SCHOOLS FOUNDATION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Golden Schools Foun-
dation for receiving the Golden Rotary Ethics 
in Business Award. 

The Ethics in Business Award was estab-
lished by the Golden Rotary to honor for-profit 
and non-profit businesses. The recipients of 
this award must maintain integrity, conviction 
and possess high ethical standards dem-
onstrated by the treatment of customers, em-
ployees, community and the environment. 

The Golden Schools Foundation (GSF) was 
founded in 2010 as an independent non-profit 
and 100 percent volunteer-run organization. 
GSF strongly believes in supporting students 
as a whole which in turn supports the commu-
nity as a whole. 

GSF is dedicated to raising and distributing 
funds in a responsible and ethical manner to 
foster excellence in education. Among their 
many accomplishments, programs include the 
Teaching Excellence program, which supports 
professional development for teachers and the 
Student Academic Summer Boot Camp. It also 
includes supplemental education programs to 
provide academic exposure to Golden stu-
dents and encourage a successful academic 
experience from start to finish. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
Golden Schools Foundation for receiving this 
well-deserved honor by the Golden Rotary. 
Thank you for your continued commitment to 
the students and teachers of our community. 

f 

FREDERICK DOUGLASS TRAF-
FICKING VICTIMS PREVENTION 
AND PROTECTION REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as an 
original co-sponsor, I rise in strong support of 
H.R. 2200, the Frederick Douglass Trafficking 
Victims Prevention and Protection Reauthor-
ization Act of 2017. 

I thank my colleagues, Congressman CHRIS-
TOPHER H. SMITH and Congresswoman KAREN 
BASS, the Chair and Ranking Member of the 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Africa, for 
their work in shepherding this bipartisan legis-
lation to the floor. 

H.R. 2200 authorizes $130 million to sup-
port a cause that has special significance for 
me—that is, the eradication of trafficking in 
persons—both domestic and abroad. 

Throughout my tenure in Congress and as 
a founder and cochair of the Congressional 

Children’s Caucus, I have consistently advo-
cated on behalf of victims of human trafficking, 
especially children, who are the most vulner-
able victims. 

I am pleased that the title of this legislation 
honors the life and legacy of the great orator 
and abolitionist, Frederick Douglass, who vig-
orously opposed slavery not as a mere out-
side observer of the peculiar institution but as 
a survivor himself of what we could now call 
‘‘trafficking in persons.’’ 

In fact, with regard to his own condition, 
Frederick Douglass famously said he would 
‘‘prefer death to hopeless bondage.’’ 

In the 21st century, no one should be put in 
such a position where death becomes pref-
erable in the face of being held captive 
against his or her own will. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why I fully support this 
legislation’s ‘‘whole-of-government’’ approach 
to eliminating this horrific crime wherever and 
whenever it is committed. 

H.R. 2200 strengthens the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 by adding the fol-
lowing measures to reduce human trafficking 
including but not limited to: 

1. Ensuring that vulnerable children and at- 
risk populations receive training on how to 
avoid traffickers; 

2. Encouraging USAID to incorporate anti- 
trafficking measures during disaster relief ef-
forts; 

3. Pursuing the prosecution of individuals 
who use services provided by human traf-
ficking victims as a deterrent for not only 
human traffickers but patrons as well; 

4. Supporting the enforcement of the Tariff 
Act of 1930 to prohibit the importation of 
goods made by forced labor; and 

5. Ensuring that foreign governments that 
use child soldiers are not the recipients of 
U.S. military assistance. 

This legislation operates in the same spirit 
of H.R. 53, the CATCH Traffickers Act of 
2017, which I reintroduced earlier this year 
that directs the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to create a national database to assist 
in human trafficking investigations. 

In 2014, I also held a Homeland Security 
Committee field hearing focusing on human 
trafficking in my congressional district because 
Houston, Texas is one of the nation’s largest 
hubs for human trafficking. 

Mr. Speaker, both H.R. 2200 and H.R. 53 
call on the federal government to formulate 
and utilize tools at its disposal to eradicate 
human trafficking. 

Modern-day slavery which includes sex traf-
ficking, child sex trafficking, forced labor, debt 
bondage, domestic servitude, forced child 
labor, and the recruitment and use of child sol-
diers is a violation of the principle of liberty 
that we hold dear in this country. 

To effectively oppose human trafficking and 
eliminate modern-day slavery in all of its 
forms, the U.S. government must aggressively 
pursue, prosecute, and convict both traffickers 
and patrons of human trafficking victims . 

Moreover, we must do everything in our 
power to educate and protect particularly vul-

nerable members of our human family from 
becoming victims of the barbaric practice of 
human trafficking. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
H.R. 2200, the Frederick Douglass Trafficking 
Victims Prevention and Protection Reauthor-
ization Act of 2017. 

f 

HONORING COMMANDER REGINALD 
COOPER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Commander Reginald Cooper. 

Commander Cooper is a native of Tchula 
and a 1997 graduate of Jackson State Univer-
sity. Commander Cooper began his career at 
the Jackson Police Department where he 
worked as a patrol officer, served with the Vio-
lent Crimes Task Force and as a Detective in 
the Robbery/Homicide Division. Commander 
Cooper later served as a Domestic Violence 
Detective with the Yazoo City Police Depart-
ment where he was recognized by the Center 
for Violence Prevention as ‘‘Hero of the Year’’ 
in 2010. Commander Cooper began working 
as a Sergeant for the Byram Police Depart-
ment in 2011 and later promoted to Sergeant 
of the Detective Bureau. Commander Cooper 
was promoted to Commander of Administra-
tive Support in 2016. The Administrative Sup-
port Bureau includes the Criminal Investiga-
tions Division, Communications, Records and 
Accreditation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Commander Reginald Cooper 
for his dedication to serving others. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LEON WRIGHT 
FOR BEING NAMED 2017 TOWN-
SHIP CLERK OF THE YEAR 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Leon Wright, Clerk of Van 
Buren Charter Township, for being named 
2017 Township Clerk of the Year by the Michi-
gan Association of Municipal Clerks. Mr. 
Wright has distinguished himself through his 
outstanding public service to the residents of 
Van Buren Township. 

Mr. Wright has served as township clerk 
since 2008 and has provided effective service 
to the area’s residents. As a municipal clerk, 
he handles the administration of elections and 
voter registration, manages records for the 
township, and is responsible for the office’s 
human resources, payroll and handling of 
Freedom of Information Act requests. Addition-
ally, Mr. Wright is active in promoting civic en-
gagement and education in the Van Buren 
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Charter Township community. He hosts an an-
nual election for the Belleville High School stu-
dent government, utilizing voting procedures 
and materials to simulate real-life voting pro-
cedures. This exercise provides participants 
with important firsthand exposure to civic life. 
Mr. Wright also handles election worker re-
cruitment and voter registration drives, and is 
well-known throughout the community for his 
charitable efforts. These actions have helped 
create a civic-minded community that is ac-
tively engaged in public life. 

Mr. Wright has received widespread acclaim 
for his public service to Van Buren Township. 
In addition to being named Clerk of the Year, 
he has served as a Township Director for the 
board of the Michigan Association of Municipal 
Clerks and representative to the Southeast 
Michigan Council of Governments, where he 
works with other local officials to coordinate 
regional public initiatives. Mr. Wright also 
holds several professional certifications, in-
cluding the Certified Municipal Clerk and Cer-
tified Michigan Municipal Clerk designations, 
and serves as a Notary Public while providing 
training to the Township staff. His dedication 
and efforts on behalf of Van Buren Township 
are worthy of commendation, and it is my 
hope that Mr. Wright continues his diligent 
work on behalf of the area residents in the 
coming years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Mr. Leon Wright for being named 
2017 Township Clerk of the Year. Mr. Wright 
has been a dedicated public servant as Town-
ship Clerk. 

f 

NELSON MANDELA 
INTERNATIONAL DAY 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today with great pride as I join 
with millions of people around the world who 
are honoring the life and legacy of South Afri-
can President Nelson Mandela on the day that 
the United Nations General Assembly has 
designated ‘‘Nelson Mandela International 
Day’’, in recognition of his lifetime of service in 
South Africa and all over the world. 

In his 95 years of life, President Mandela, or 
‘Mandiba’ as he was affectionately called, was 
a revolutionary and transformative leader who 
forever changed the world through his stead-
fast dedication to freedom, equality, and 
human rights. After spending 27 years in pris-
on, Nelson Mandela became the first black 
South African to be elected President in what 
was also the first free, multi-racial, democratic 
election in South African history. While Presi-
dent Mandela used his administration to dis-
mantle apartheid, combat institutional racism, 
and begin the process of racial reconciliation 
in his country, his efforts also taught the world 
the power of one man having the fortitude to 
sacrifice his own ideals for a cause greater 
than himself. 

Beginning with his time as the founder of 
the African National Congress Youth League 
and extending beyond his tenure as President 
of South Africa, Nelson Mandela led the anti- 
apartheid movement and inspired a generation 
of activists. To me, however, Nelson Mandela 

was more than a world-renowned hero—I had 
the distinct honor and privilege of calling him 
a friend. I credit him for his courageous lead-
ership of the international anti-apartheid move-
ment which encouraged me to join in the fight 
and is still, to this day, one of the most defin-
ing moments of my life and career. 

During the 1980s, I served as the Los An-
gles Chair of the Free South Africa Movement 
where I held regular meetings with community 
leaders, organized countless anti-apartheid 
rallies and marches, and led an overnight sit- 
in at the South African Consulate General Of-
fice in Los Angeles. 

As a member of the California State Assem-
bly, I fought for nine years for the passage of 
Assembly Bill 134 which was signed into law 
in August of 1986 and forced California to di-
vest $12 billion in state pension funds tied to 
the apartheid regime in South Africa. I also put 
my own freedom on the line when I was ar-
rested for protesting the apartheid regime in 
front of the South African Consulate in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

In 1990, I had the distinct honoring of 
chairing the welcome committee for the Los 
Angeles stop on Nelson Mandela’s eight-city 
U.S. tour and helped organize a concert and 
rally attended by 90,000 people in the Los An-
geles Coliseum which was filled to capacity. 

In 1991, I took my first trip to South Africa 
after the ban on the African National Congress 
was lifted and the international boycott of 
South Africa was ended. During that inspira-
tional trip, I joined with other international rep-
resentatives in welcoming the end of the ban 
on the ANC and working for Nelson Mandela’s 
release from prison, and I also traveled with 
the official United States delegation to South 
Africa in 1994 to attend his inauguration as 
President of South Africa. In 1998, I was hon-
ored to welcome President Mandela to the 
United States once again, this time to receive 
the U.S. Congressional Gold Medal. 

For Mandela’s 95th birthday in 2013, I led 
the Congressional Black Caucus and Mem-
bers of Congress in organizing a bipartisan 
celebration of his life and legacy. The hour- 
long event filled Emancipation Hall to capacity 
and included most of the congressional lead-
ership, including House Speaker John Boeh-
ner (ROH), Democratic Leader NANCY PELOSI 
(D–CA), Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D–NV) and Senate Minority Leader MITCH 
MCCONNELL (R–KY). These leaders were 
joined by a large group of civil rights leaders, 
members of the African Diplomatic Corps, and 
the U.S. Ambassador to South Africa. 

Five months later upon his passing in De-
cember of 2013, I traveled to South Africa 
once again to attend his Memorial Service. 

So as we pause to reflect on Nelson 
Mandela’s memory today, on what would have 
been his 99th birthday, let us all remember 
what he taught us when he said, ‘What counts 
in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. 
It is what difference we have made to the lives 
of others that will determine the significance of 
the life we lead.’ 

Few embody this quote better than Nelson 
Mandela himself, and it is my sincere hope 
that my own career in public service lives up 
to his extraordinary example. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON ESTES 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for Roll Call vote No. 380, on a 
motion to suspend the rules and pass H.J. 
Res. 92, Granting the consent and approval of 
Congress for the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
the State of Maryland, and the District of Co-
lumbia to amend the Washington Area Transit 
Regulation Compact. Had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes Monday, July 17, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea on Roll Call 
votes 379, 380, and 381. 

f 

VOTER SUPPRESSION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 17, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleagues Congresswoman PLASKETT and 
Congressman VEASEY for hosting this special 
order resisting voter suppression on both the 
state and federal level since the Supreme 
Court struck down Section 4 of the Voting 
Rights Act in the disastrous Shelby County v. 
Holder ruling of 2013. 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was a water-
shed moment for the Civil Rights Movement— 
it liberated communities of color from legal re-
strictions barring them from their essential 
right to civic engagement and political rep-
resentation. 

And yet, more than half a century later, we 
are still discussing voter suppression—some-
thing which should be a bygone relic of the 
past, yet continues to undercut racial minori-
ties, immigrants, women, and young people. 

Uncaged by the Shelby County ruling, 14 
states took extreme measures to enforce new 
voting restrictions before the 2016 presidential 
election. 

Many of these states have experienced in-
creasing numbers of black and Hispanic vot-
ers in recent elections. 

If not for devious, state-sponsored voter 
suppression policies like discriminatory voter 
ID laws, reduced early voting periods, and 
voter intimidation tactics that directly or indi-
rectly target racial minorities, the election 
might have had a drastically different outcome. 

To my dismay, many of the civil rights that 
I once fought for as a student and young law-
yer have stagnated or been rolled back by 
conservative state and federal officials over 
the years. 

To add final insult to injury, the Trump Ad-
ministration has issued an Executive Order es-
tablishing an Election Integrity Commission to 
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investigate not voter suppression, but so- 
called ‘‘voter fraud’’ in the 2016 election. 

Trump and his followers have been remark-
ably effective in pumping up the myth of voter 
fraud, but it is just that: a myth. 

Between 2000 and 2014, there were 35 
credible allegations of voter fraud out of more 
than 834 million ballots cast—that is less than 
1 one-hundred thousandth of a percent. 

An extensive study by social scientists at 
Dartmouth College uncovered no evidence 
consistent with Trump’s wild allegations of 
widespread voter fraud rigging the 2016 elec-
tion. 

Just for the record, the popular vote of the 
presidential election was: 

Hillary Clinton, 65,853,516; 
Donald Trump, 62,884,824. 
Trump’s deficit of 2.9 million was the largest 

of any Electoral College winner in history by a 
massive margin, and despite the allegations of 
the current Administration, there have been 
only 4 documented cases of voter fraud in the 
2016 election. 

The Voter Fraud Commission, like many of 
Trump’s business schemes, is a massive 
scam built on countless lies that do not hold 
up to any level of scrutiny. 

As Members of Congress, we should be de-
voting our time, energy, and resources to ad-
dress Russian infiltration of our election infra-
structure arid campaigns, along with a slew of 
other pressing issues. 

Instead, we must deal with the possibility 
that the Trump Administration’s brazen at-
tempt to collect the private information of 200 
million Americans could very well result in the 
greatest breach of our national security if 
Trump’s proposed joint U.S.-Russia cyberse-
curity taskforce is ever realized. 

Both Democratic and Republican governors 
from 44 states have flat-out rejected the 
Trump Administration’s request; saying ‘‘no’’ to 
senseless, dangerous power grabs is a bipar-
tisan issue. 

Instead of enjoying and strengthening the 
protections guaranteed in the Voting Rights 
Act, we—people of color, women, LGBTQ in-
dividuals, and immigrants—have been given 
the joyless, exhausting task of fending off the 
constant barrage of attacks levelled at our 
communities by men like Trump. 

Not only are we tasked with reversing the 
current dismal state of voter suppression 
against minorities; we are forced to refute the 
blatant, propagandist lie of voter fraud. 

We must not allow our government to slide 
back into the worst elements of this country’s 
past, to stand idly by as our treasured values 
of progress and equality are poisoned and dis-
mantled. 

My position on this issue is directly aligned 
with the will of the American people. 

I commend my colleagues, Congresswoman 
PLASKETT and Congressman VEASEY, for 
hosting this special order in opposition to the 
Shelby County ruling and Trump’s pernicious 
smear campaign against this country’s most 
historically disenfranchised. 

f 

LUCIA GONZALEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Lucia Gon-

zalez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Lucia Gonzalez is a student at Jefferson 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Lucia Gon-
zalez is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Lucia Gonzalez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, my 
flight from Florida was delayed due to weath-
er, then due to pilot flight hour regulations, 
then again due to weather, and finally delayed 
again due to a second pilot’s flight hour regu-
lations. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
YEA on Roll Call No. 379, YEA on Roll Call 
No. 380, and YEA on Roll Call No. 381. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, I was unable to vote on Roll Call num-
bers 347, 348, 349, and 353, as I was with my 
family upon the birth of my grandchild. Had I 
been present, I would have voted NAY on Roll 
Call numbers 347, 348, and 353, and YEA on 
Roll Call Number 349. 

f 

SOLIDARITY WITH ARGENTINA 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, twenty-three years ago, Argentina and the 
world faced an unprecedented tragedy. A car, 
loaded down with explosives, detonated out-
side of the Argentine-Israelite Mutual Associa-
tion (AMIA), killing 85 individuals and wound-
ing at least 300 in Buenos Aires. 

This murderous terrorist attack was the larg-
est attack on the Jewish community since the 
atrocities of World War II. 

I am disappointed that despite years of in-
vestigation that have affirmed the attack was 
perpetrated by Hezbollah, a terrorist organiza-
tion sponsored by Iran, there has still been no 
justice for the victims or their families. America 
has profound sympathy and solidarity for the 
people of Argentina. 

I appreciate the leadership of my colleague, 
Congresswoman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, former 
Chairwoman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, 
for her diligent work to support the govern-
ment of Argentina as they work to bring those 
responsible to justice. 

In conclusion, God Bless our Troops, and 
we will never forget September 11th in the 
Global War on Terrorism. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, on 
July 17, 2017, I was unavoidably detained and 
missed recorded votes No. 379 to 381. Had I 
been present, 

on Roll Call No. 379, H.R. 2210, Sergeant 
Joseph George Kusick VA Community Living 
Center, I would have voted YEA; 

on Roll Call No. 380, H.J. Res. 92, Granting 
the consent and approval of Congress for the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the State of Mary-
land, and the District of Columbia to amend 
the Washington Area Transit Regulation Com-
pact, I would have voted YEA; and 

on Roll Call No. 381, H.J. Res. 76, Granting 
the consent and approval of Congress for the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the State of Mary-
land, and the District of Columbia to enter into 
a compact relating to the establishment of the 
Washington Metrorail Safety Commission, I 
would have voted YEA. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
attend votes on July 17, 2017 due to travel 
delays. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as follows: 

YEA for rollcall vote 379. 
YEA for rollcall vote 380. 
YEA for rollcall vote 381. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN SEAN 
ENDECOTT ELLIOTT 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Marine Captain Sean Endecott Elliott of south 
Orange County who died serving his country 
in a fatal KC–130 Cargo Plane Crash in 
Leflore County, Mississippi on July 10, 2017. 

After graduating from the University of Cali-
fornia Davis in 2009, Sean joined the United 
States Marine Corps where he attained the 
rank of Captain in 2013. He went on to be-
come an aircraft commander for the KC–130 
and fulfilled his lifelong dream of becoming 
both a pilot and a Marine. A star tennis player 
known affectionately by his Marine Corps call 
sign ‘‘Puffin’’ Sean Elliott was a fine soldier 
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who proudly served his country. He accom-
plished so much for such a young man having 
been awarded the Navy and Marine Corps 
achievement medal, two sea service deploy-
ment ribbons, a Korean defense service 
medal, two global war on terrorism expedi-
tionary medals, a global war on terrorism serv-
ice medal, and a national defense service 
medal. 

Sean Elliott touched the lives of all those he 
met. He leaves behind his loving wife Cath-
erine and his family in San Juan Capistrano. 
I hope his memory will continue to bring hap-
piness to the lives of his family and friends. I 
know that no words can describe the over-
whelming grief of his family and friends at this 
time. The only consolation we here can offer 
is the thanks of the grateful nation he served 
and our pledge to support his and all other 
military families across our country. Sean re-
mains a hero whose memory will continue to 
provide strength, courage, and inspiration to 
others. 

I thank him for the sacrifice he made to pro-
tect our country and to help those who long 
for peace and freedom. I would like to extend 
my deepest condolences to his loved ones 
and to his fellow Marines. This unimaginable 
tragedy reminds us all to cherish those who 
serve. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I unfortu-
nately missed two votes during a vote series 
on July 12, 2017. Had I been present, I would 
have voted: 

Aye on Roll Call No. 351, on the Carbajal 
motion to recommit the Gaining Responsibility 
on Water Act (H.R. 23) with instructions to the 
Committee on Natural Resources; and 

No on Roll Call No. 352, on passage of the 
Gaining Responsibility on Water Act (H.R. 23). 

f 

MARIYAH HURTADO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Mariyah 
Hurtado for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Mariyah Hurtado is a student at Wheat 
Ridge High School and received this award 
because her determination and hard work 
have allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Mariyah 
Hurtado is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Mariyah Hurtado for winning the Arvada 

Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING TAMETRICE ECKOLS 
STRICKLAND 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Tametrice Eckols Strickland. 

Among the poets, trailblazers, and edu-
cational leaders who have paved the way, one 
of our local educational leaders is Tametrice 
LaChelle Eckols Strickland, an administrator, 
mother, daughter, and advisor. Tametrice 
Strickland was born August 8, 1973, in Marks, 
Mississippi to L. T. and Lula Eckols. She has 
lived in the rural town of Lambert, Mississippi, 
and she has remained there for forty-three 
years. 

Living in the Delta, God and family were at 
the forefront of daily life. She has been a 
member of Sykes Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church most of her life. Having a relationship 
with God has been instilled in her. She is cur-
rently an evangelist, and she teaches Sunday 
School and Bible class lessons to adults, 
works with Sykes Chapel’s Youth Ministry, 
Confinement Ministry, and Nursing Home Min-
istry. 

Her teachers, family, and peers played a 
vital part in shaping her life. She really en-
joyed school and was an honor student from 
elementary to high school while attending 
Quitman County public schools. In 1995, she 
graduated from Quitman County High School 
as the class president and class Valedictorian. 
After she graduated from high school, she at-
tended University of Mississippi in Oxford, 
Mississippi. After she married in the spring, 
her first son, Larry Strickland, Jr., was born in 
the winter of her senior year. However, she re-
fused to allow anything to deter her from her 
dreams. She became more determined, and 
she persevered. Later that year, she grad-
uated from the University of Mississippi with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in English. 

In August 1995, she returned to her home-
town because she wanted to contribute to her 
community. She worked at Southside Junior 
High as a kindergarten instructor. In May of 
1996, she transferred to Quitman County Mid-
dle School to teach language arts to sixth 
grade students. After teaching at Quitman 
County Middle School for two years, she 
served as an instructional coach. During this 
time, her second child, Aikeem Strickland, was 
born with physical and cognitive disabilities. 
She traveled to Northwest Mississippi Re-
gional Hospital in Clarksdale, Mississippi and 
Lebonheur Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee 
almost bimonthly for years. Yet, she graduated 
in 2010 with a Master of Arts Degree in Cur-
riculum and Instruction from the University of 
Mississippi. 

In the summer of 2010 she enrolled in the 
Mississippi Alternative Path to Quality Leader-
ship Program (MAPQSL) at Coahoma Com-

munity College in Clarksdale, Mississippi. After 
completing her internship, she became an as-
sistant principal at Quitman County Middle 
School. She served as an assistant principal 
for one year. The following year, she became 
the principal of Quitman County Middle 
School, and she served in that capacity for 
two years. She became the director of the first 
Alternative Pathway to Excellence Program in 
Quitman County School District. She worked 
with students who really needed a second 
chance and assistance with academic and be-
havior and tried to inspire them to achieve 
their goals. Instead of going from the pipeline 
of school to prison, her students went through 
the pipeline of school to school, college or a 
career. 

Her life has been impacted by her family, in-
structors, colleagues, and people in her com-
munity. Her former instructors showed com-
passion toward her and positively impacted 
her life. Tametrice Strickland has been em-
ployed with Quitman County School District for 
twenty-one years and is currently an assistant 
principal at Madison Shannon Palmer High 
School. She is an inspiring example of dedica-
tion and determination. During her lifetime, 
she has strived to support and empower in-
structors and provide support, opportunities, 
and pathways for students to excel. Her 
former students are now innovative, highly 
qualified instructors, visionary administrators, 
effective managers, responsible nurses, and 
productive leaders. 

In addition to working for Quitman County 
School District, she has served as a consult-
ant for Mississippi Valley State University 
Reading Institute for two years. Additionally, 
she has served as a site coordinator for the 
Foundation of Economic and Education Devel-
opment (FEED) and Motivating Parents and 
Children from August 2003 through May 2006, 
Lead Teacher for Create of Mississippi in 
2005 and presented at the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education Summer Conference in 
June 2006. 

Tametrice Strickland has been composing 
poems and short stories since she was sixth 
grade. Today, she is still working on poetry 
books and short stories to publish in the fu-
ture. Some of her accolades include Who’s 
Who among America’s Teachers, Teacher of 
the Month, Appreciation Award from the Foun-
dation of Economic and Education Develop-
ment (FEED) and Motivating Parents and Chil-
dren Program (MPAC), Inspiring Vision Award 
from Batesville Job Corps Center, and Out-
standing Community Service Award from 
Quitman County Development Organization, 
Inc. 

On May 13, 2017, Tametrice Strickland re-
ceived her Specialist in Educational Leader-
ship from Arkansas State University. As an 
educator, her goals remain the same. She 
wants to motivate students to strive for great-
ness and discover their full potential. She 
wants to inspire the next generation to affect 
a positive change in the Quitman County; this 
rural location does not determine the students’ 
destination. She believes that students have 
the ability to discover, create, and excel, and 
it is their duty to prepare them with the nec-
essary tools. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Tametrice Eckols Strickland as 
an amazing administrator who is goal oriented 
and making a difference in her community. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 

JAMES KYU LEE 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the life of James Kyu 
Lee—a loving husband, father, and grand-
father—who passed away on May 29, 2017. 

James was born in 1932 in Buchon, South 
Korea where he attended Seoul Technical 
High School. Shortly after the start of the Ko-
rean War, James served valiantly in South Ko-
rea’s Navy from 1950 to 1953. After the war, 
James studied at Hong Ik University where he 
received his bachelor of arts and went on to 
receive a law degree from Sung Kyun Kwan 
University. James went on to serve in the Ko-
rean Central Intelligence Agency from 1963 to 
1978. 

In 1980, James immigrated to the United 
States where he studied and received his Cali-
fornia Radiologic Technologist License. He 
worked at the Medical Clinic as an X-Ray 
Technician from 1981 to 2002. 

He retired in 2002 and enjoyed playing golf 
in his free time. He remained active in the Ko-
rean War Veterans Association and the Ko-
rean Navy Veteran Association. 

James is survived by his wife, Nan Ja Lee, 
his three children, Janice Jong Hyun Lee, 
Chris Hoon Lee, and Brad Hyuck Lee, and 
seven grandchildren, Alex Lee, Kate Lee, Wil-
liam Lee, Austin Lee, Aaron Lee, Brandon 
Lee, and Donovan Lee. Three children are 
happily married. Janice Jong Hyun Lee is mar-
ried to Jay Lee, Chris Hoon Lee is married to 
Judy Lee, and Brad Hyuck Lee is married to 
Julie Lee. 

I hope his family can rest knowing James 
lived a full and happy life. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in recognizing James Kyu 
Lee’s amazing life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 37TH INFANTRY 
BRIGADE 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to recognize the 100th anniver-
sary of the 37th Infantry Brigade of the Ohio 
Army National Guard. Since July 18, 1917, the 
Buckeye Brigade has had elements stationed 
in 126 different communities across Ohio, and 
has served in major conflicts from the First 
World War to the modern War on Terrorism. 

In 1968, then-Governor of Ohio, James 
Rhodes, astutely described the Buckeye Bri-
gade: ‘‘It was a superb outfit, and such units 
are made by superb men.’’ The bravery and 
courage displayed by these soldiers causes 
pride to resonate in the hearts of Americans, 
and has earned eight of its members the 
Medal of Honor. 

Individually, they are superb; as a unit, they 
are all but unstoppable. Seen as heavyweights 
of our military, the 37th was regarded as the 
best American division the Germany Army 

faced in World War I, and was among the first 
formations called upon following the attacks of 
September 11th. 

Today, the Buckeye Brigade is made up of 
approximately 3,500 soldiers in the Ohio and 
Michigan Army National Guards, and is re-
garded as the top IBCT in the Army National 
Guard—which reflects the readiness and abili-
ties of its soldiers. 

As a Brigadier General in the Ohio Army 
National Guard, I am supremely thankful for 
the sacrifices made over the years by the 37th 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, and am hon-
ored to recognize the unit on this tremendous 
occasion. I also extend my thoughts to the Bri-
gade as it is deployed in support of Operation 
Joint Guard-Kosovo Force, and pray that they 
return safely to their loved ones. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO YOUNG STAFF MEM-
BERS FOR THEIR CONTRIBU-
TIONS ON BEHALF OF THE PEO-
PLE OF THE 18TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as Mem-
bers of Congress we know well, perhaps bet-
ter than most, how blessed our nation is to 
have in reserve such exceptional young men 
and women who will go on to become leaders 
in their local communities, states, and the na-
tion in the areas of business, education, gov-
ernment, philanthropy, the arts and culture, 
and the military. 

We know this because we see them and 
benefit from their contributions every day. 
Many of them work for us in our offices as jun-
ior staff members, congressional fellows, or in-
terns and they do amazing work for and on 
behalf of the constituents we are privileged to 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there is no higher 
calling than the call to serve a cause larger 
than ourselves. That is why I ran for public of-
fice. I was inspired to serve by President Ken-
nedy who said, ‘‘Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country,’’ and by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. who said: 

‘‘Everybody can be great because anybody 
can serve. . . . You only need a heart full of 
grace. A soul generated by love.’’ 

By this measure, there are several other 
great young men and women who served as 
volunteers this year in my offices. They may 
toil in obscurity but their contributions to the 
constituents we serve are deeply appreciated. 
That is why today I rise to pay tribute to 14 
extraordinary young persons for their service 
to my constituents in the 18th Congressional 
District of Texas and to the American people. 
They are: Tiffany Williams from Spelman Col-
lege and Stanford University; German Barbosa 
from the University of Houston; Whitley 
Pannell from Hampton University; Walter 
Abrego Sara Ali from Texas Tech University; 
Hadeel Abdallah from the University of Ken-
tucky; Kaleb Taylor from Texas Southern Uni-
versity; Astrid Guerra from Georgetown Uni-
versity; Jeremiah Sung-Eun Kim from Cornell 
University; Naiya Speight-Leggett of Yale Uni-

versity; Marshall Forney of Morehouse Col-
lege; Courtney Fontaine of Texas Tech Uni-
versity; Brock Bennett of Morehouse College; 
Ahmad Awwal of Texas Tech University; and 
Isabela Belchior from University of Houston 
Law Center. 

Mr. Speaker, the energy, intelligence, and 
idealism these wonderful young people 
brought to my office and those interning in the 
offices of my colleagues help keep our democ-
racy vibrant. The insights, skills, and knowl-
edge of the governmental process they gain 
from their experiences will last a lifetime and 
prove invaluable to them as they go about 
making their mark in this world. 

Because of persons like them the future of 
our country is bright and its best days lie 
ahead. I wish them all well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that such 
thoughtful committed young men and women 
can be found working in my office, those of 
my colleagues, and in every community in 
America. Their good works will keep America 
great, good, and forever young. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RO KHANNA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Chair, I am a strong sup-
porter of our troops and voted to move the 
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for 
Fiscal Year 2018 (FY18) out of Committee in 
early July. As I pointed out in my Additional 
Views expressed in House Report 115–200, 
however, I remain very concerned with the 
size of the defense spending increases pro-
posed by the legislation and the required cuts 
that would likely be necessitated in non-de-
fense discretionary spending. The measure 
would provide $621.5 billion for regular na-
tional defense activities, which would exceed 
the $549 billion cap set in the 2011 Budget 
Control Act (Public Law 112–25) by $72 bil-
lion. If you include war funds for the Pentagon, 
nuclear programs at the Energy Department, 
and mandatory spending, the measure would 
authorize a total of $696 billion for FY18. 

The BCA was enacted in August 2011 in re-
sponse to increased deficits in the wake of the 
Great Recession. The primary method of di-
rect deficit reduction imposed by the BCA was 
the installation of caps on discretionary spend-
ing from FY12 through FY21. There have 
been three major revisions to the deficit reduc-
tion measures imposed by the BCA and each 
one included parity where the effects on total 
defense and nondefense budget authority 
were identical. As a member of the House 
Budget Committee, I know the discretionary 
caps are already scheduled to decline by a 
combined $5 billion in FY18 relative to FY17 
levels. House Republicans have yet to release 
their Budget Resolution mark which would 
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quantify the exact spending cuts they propose 
to pay for the large increase in defense 
spending. 

With the uncertainty of the size and scope 
of potentially massive cuts to our non-defense 
discretionary spending such as to diplomacy, 
foreign aid, education, housing, basic re-
search, job training, and infrastructure, I can-
not in good conscience vote for the additional 
billions of dollars in defense spending. I sup-
port our troops and a strong military to keep 
the peace, but this bill’s spending levels would 
weaken our country’s efforts at home and 
abroad. Our diplomatic and foreign aid budg-
ets are an integral part in keeping the peace 
abroad. An increase to defense in conjunction 
with a cut in diplomacy and aid is a choice I 
cannot support. This should not be an either- 
or issue. However, because of the BCA and 
the decisions made by my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle, this is the choice I had 
to make on behalf of my constituents in Silicon 
Valley and what is right and in the best inter-
ests of our troops and national security inter-
ests and objectives. 

f 

SOUND RELIEF HEARING CENTER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Sound Relief Hearing Cen-
ter for receiving the Golden Rotary Ethics in 
Business Award. 

The Ethics in Business Award was estab-
lished by the Golden Rotary to honor for-profit 
and non-profit businesses. The recipients of 
this award must maintain integrity, conviction 
and possess high ethical standards dem-
onstrated by the treatment of customers, em-
ployees, community and the environment. 

Sound Relief Hearing Center is a family- 
owned and operated business specializing in 
hearing solutions. They have built a foundation 
of exceptional service, showing compassion 
for the community and genuinely caring for the 
people they serve. Their code of ethics in-
cludes a commitment to charitable giving, edu-
cating the public and volunteering their time. 
Some examples of their philanthropy include 
earmarking 10 percent of their earnings for 
several charities and reimbursing employees 
for continuing education. 

To all the employees of Sound Relief Hear-
ing Center, congratulations on receiving the 
Golden Rotary Ethics in Business Award, and 
thank you for your continued commitment to 
excellence. 

f 

LORI AIMEE SNEED 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the life of Lori Aimee 
Sneed, beloved member of the Gulfport com-
munity, who was taken far too soon and went 
to be with the Lord on July 12, 2017. 

Lori was a vivacious woman who battled 
many physical challenges throughout her life, 

all the while spreading her contagious posi-
tivity and never-ending kindness to those 
around her. After suffering a spinal cord injury 
during her freshman year at the University of 
Mississippi in 1991, Lori was left a quad-
riplegic but continued to relentlessly pursue 
her educational and professional goals. 

After completing a year at Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College, Lori fearlessly re-
turned to Ole Miss and received a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in English in 1997. A prominent 
figure on campus, Lori was a member of Pi 
Beta Phi Sorority, a member of the University 
of Mississippi Committee on Disabilities, and a 
two-time winner of the Most Beautiful Eyes on 
Campus contest. 

Upon completion of her degree, her inspir-
ing and persistent personality helped her land 
her dream job at CNN working in the public in-
formation division, a position she held from 
1997 to 2006. She shared her marvelous 
sense of humor with others through ‘‘stand 
up’’ and improvisational comedy routines, and 
became an exceptional watercolor artist later 
in life. 

Lori never let her limitations define her. She 
will always be remembered as a strong, car-
ing, and determined woman by those who had 
the pleasure of knowing her and will be fondly 
missed by her parents, Patti and Shorty 
Sneed, and her brother, Johnny. She epito-
mized selflessness and was known for being 
‘‘beautiful inside and out.’’ 

Mississippi lost a dear daughter with the 
death of Lori Aimee Sneed. On behalf of the 
United States Congress and the people of 
Mississippi, we recognize her beautiful life. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NANCY HUB-
BARD FOR HER LIFETIME OF 
SERVICE TO THE DEARBORN 
COMMUNITY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Nancy Hubbard for her service 
and dedication to the City of Dearborn. As one 
of the city’s longest serving City Council mem-
bers, Ms. Hubbard was a tireless public serv-
ant who left a legacy of achievement and will 
be missed. 

Ms. Hubbard began her career as a sec-
retary with Ford Motor Company and later 
worked for the Dearborn Department of Public 
Works and Dearborn Department of Building 
and Safety. She was elected to the Dearborn 
City Council in 1990 and compiled a distin-
guished record of success during her 24 years 
on the council. Ms. Hubbard has spent 16 
years serving as the Council President Pro 
Tem, where she used the leadership position 
to advocate on behalf of the city’s residents. 
She played a key role in the establishment of 
the Ford Community and Performing Arts Cen-
ter and in expanding the greenway trail sys-
tem in the city. She was also involved in eco-
nomic development initiatives, including the 
establishment of the Dearborn Town Center 
and the redevelopment of the Warren Avenue 
and Dix-Vernor business corridors. As a result 
of her work, Dearborn has been transformed 
into a thriving community that effectively 
serves the needs of the city’s residents. 

Ms. Hubbard’s commitment to public service 
and the City of Dearborn helped improve the 
quality of life for the community while driving 
economic development in the area. As a life-
long resident of Dearborn, Ms. Hubbard’s 
deep ties to the area allowed her to effectively 
engage with her constituents and address 
pressing issues facing the city at large. She 
was a tireless advocate during her career with 
the City Council who remained personally en-
gaged with city’s residents throughout her life, 
and her passion for public service will be 
missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Ms. Nancy Hubbard for her public 
service with the Dearborn City Council. Ms. 
Hubbard lived a life dedicated to public service 
and well-being of others. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STEVE AND HEATHER 
WINFREE 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
heroes come into lives in different ways 
through the challenges people face during 
their lives. 

A very special hero from my district came 
up with a heartwarming way to share her 
choice to be an organ donor for her husband 
who has been suffering from kidney disease 
for 14 years. 

Heather Winfree took her husband’s love for 
baseball and used it as a way to share the 
good news that she was a donor match. 

Because of his diagnosis as a teen, Steve 
Winfree was never able to achieve his dream 
of playing college baseball. 

Steve collects baseball cards on a regular 
basis, but the most rare card he has ever re-
ceived is a custom Topps card that Heather 
designed for him. 

It included Steve’s picture and text on the 
back that read ‘‘Steve will be a rookie recipient 
at Vanderbilt Transplant Center where his 
wife, Heather, will be pitching a new kidney to 
him.’’ 

Because of Heather’s heroic efforts to save 
the life of her husband, he could receive the 
transplant as soon as the end of July this 
year. 

I am proud to see people from my district 
like Heather show us the true meaning of love 
while people like Steve show us what perse-
verance looks like. 

Please join me in wishing them the best as 
they both undergo surgery in the near future. 

I would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing story about the Winfrees from CBS 
News. 

[From CBS News, July 11, 2017] 
MAN LEARNS WIFE IS KIDNEY TRANSPLANT 

MATCH FROM A CUSTOM-MADE BASEBALL CARD 
(By Jennifer Earl) 

Steve Winfree was excited to rip open up a 
brand new pack of Topps baseball cards. It 
has become a family tradition over the 
years. But this time, as he shuffled through 
the deck, he spotted something unusual—his 
very own playing card. 

As he read the stats on the back, Winfree, 
who has been suffering from kidney disease 
for the past 14 years, broke down in tears. 

‘‘What the heck?’’ he asked, as his wife, 
Heather, sat beside him. 
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‘‘What is it?’’ Heather asked, grinning. 

Winfree began to read out loud: ‘‘Steve has 
had a lot on his plate. With his health issues, 
he’s been striking out a lot. He was not sure 
how he was going to wind up,’’ the card’s bio 
said. ‘‘His wife, Heather, thinks he’s a great 
catch so she’s just dying to go to bat for him. 
Now Steve will be a rookie recipient.’’ 

It was at that moment, Winfree realized 
his wife was giving him the best gift of all— 
a new kidney, and a whole new life. 

Heather Winfree surprised her husband, 
Steve, with his very own Topps playing card. 

Heather had been tested to see if she could 
be a match a week earlier. Before she even 
received the results, she came up with the 
creative way to share the good news. 

‘‘I had already started planning how I was 
going to tell him before I knew I was a 
match,’’ Heather told CBS News. ‘‘I never 
considered I wouldn’t be a match. I guess I 
had to have faith I was going to be a match— 
that was keeping my hope alive.’’ 

Steve Winfree was diagnosed with chronic 
kidney disease at the age of 18. He was get-
ting ready to play college basketball when 
doctors discovered he had high blood pres-
sure during a pre-season physical. 

After running more tests, Winfree was told 
he only had 50 percent kidney function. His 
dreams of playing college ball were over. 

‘‘He’s been through a lot,’’ Heather said. 
‘‘Kidney disease is really hard. It’s been real-
ly hard.’’ 

Since the couple met seven years ago, he’s 
developed severe gout, arthritis, undergone 
several surgeries and had to have a toe am-
putated. He’s been on dialysis for over a 
year. 

‘‘A year ago, they put a port in his chest 
and he ended up going into septic shock,’’ 
Heather added. ‘‘He spent seven days in the 
intensive care unit. I can’t tell you what 
that grief felt like, feeling like I was going 
to lose my husband.’’ 

Steve Winfree is told his wife is a perfect 
match for a kidney transplant, and he could 
have surgery as early as the end of July. 

So when doctors at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center told Winfree he was eligible 
to get onto the transplant list in late June, 
Heather jumped at the opportunity to offer 
herself up as a living kidney donor. 

‘‘I said, ‘I want to expedite this. I want to 
help my husband get better,’ ’’ she explained. 

Her wish came true when doctors con-
firmed the match. If everything goes well, 
Winfree could have surgery by the end of the 
month. 

‘‘Here I am, I have two kidneys and he 
needs one—why wouldn’t I improve his qual-
ity of life?’’ Heather said. ‘‘For 14 years of 
his life he’s been battling this disease and fi-
nally we have the relief of knowing the end 
is on the horizon. We’ve got hope.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 379, 380, and 381. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Aye on all three 
votes. 

JOHN ZABAWA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud John Zabawa 
who is retiring as Chief Executive Officer and 
President of Seniors’ Resource Center (SRC) 
after years of service to the senior community 
in Colorado. 

The Seniors’ Resource Center is a person- 
focused non-profit dedicated to enhancing the 
independence and quality of life for seniors in 
the Denver Metro community through coordi-
nated services such as transportation, in-home 
care, and many other life-enriching programs. 
Under Mr. Zabawa’s leadership, the Center 
has served over 24,500 people each year, de-
veloping strong community relations and rais-
ing awareness of senior issues. With his guid-
ance, the Center has expanded its programs 
and services to reach ten Denver Metro and 
mountain rural counties across Colorado. 

Mr. Zabawa started his career as a rec-
reational therapy assistant in Indiana, coordi-
nating activities for psychiatric patients before 
serving as a youth counselor for troubled 
youths in Adams County. His accomplish-
ments include President of LeadingAge Colo-
rado, the Chairman Emeritus of the Board of 
Directors for the Jefferson Center for Mental 
Health, and the President of the Jefferson 
County Council on Aging. In 2005, Mr. 
Zabawa was appointed by the President of the 
Colorado State Senate to represent Colorado 
at the White House Conference on Aging, and 
he was recently appointed by Governor 
Hickenlooper to serve on the Strategic Action 
Planning Group on Aging to create an action 
plan for Colorado’s shifting demographic. John 
has continuously demonstrated passion, dedi-
cation, and leadership in advocating and serv-
ing the senior communities, and we will for-
ever be grateful for his commitment. 

I extend my deepest thanks to John Zabawa 
for his service to our community and wish him 
all the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOSH BAGGETT’S 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Josh Baggett for his years of 
service to the people of Illinois’ 16th Congres-
sional District. After ten years of working on 
the Hill, moving from intern to Legislative Di-
rector, Josh is now moving on to new endeav-
ors. 

Josh Baggett has worked in my office for 
over six years. He is a valued member of my 
office, a mentor to staff and interns, and of 
course, an important part of the intramural 
softball team. 

While my staff and I are sad to see him 
leave, as well as his beloved dogs Magpie 
and Rooster, we know he’ll always be a mem-
ber of Team Kinzinger, and we look forward to 
seeing him excel as he takes this next step in 
his career. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 16th District, 
I would like to share my heartfelt thanks to 
Josh for his hard work, and wish him all the 
very best. 

f 

DE’VONDRE CAMPBELL 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of NFL 
player De’Vondre Campbell. A native of Fort 
Myers, Campbell is returning to his home town 
to host a summer football camp for our com-
munity’s youth. As a rookie with the Atlanta 
Falcons, Campbell forced a fumble, recorded 
forty-eight tackles, and had one interception. 

Campbell is the epitome of hard work and 
determination as he paid his way to Hutch-
inson Community College, then earned a 
scholarship to the University of Minnesota. He 
did not let this nor his necessary Lasik surgery 
deter him from achieving his dream of playing 
in the NFL. At his camp, he will teach young 
boys not only the fundamentals of the game, 
but also the value of teamwork, perseverance, 
and self-discipline. I commend Campbell for 
giving back to our community and look forward 
to seeing his accomplishments in the years to 
come. 

f 

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF DOMAINE 
DROUHIN WINERY IN OREGON 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Drouhin Family, who this 
month celebrates the 30th Anniversary of 
Domaine Drouhin Oregon, their esteemed win-
ery in the Willamette Valley’s Dundee Hills. 
The Oregon wine industry, now so acclaimed, 
was still in nascent form back in 1987 when 
the Drouhins purchased land in Dayton, Or-
egon. Their bold leap to Oregon from Bur-
gundy, France, brought great recognition to 
our region, and international confirmation of 
our enormous potential. It is rightly considered 
a historic moment for Oregon wine. 

In 1989, the Drouhins built their landmark 
winery, a building that will continue to inspire 
guests from all over the world while facilitating 
the production of exceptional wines for dec-
ades to come. 

The Drouhins embraced the character and 
soul of Oregon. Through hard work, and in 
collaboration with their fellow Oregon wine 
producers, the Drouhins have helped Oregon 
wines take their place on the world stage in 
the finest restaurants, in the most respected 
shops, and in the best cellars. Oregon wine 
country is a destination, and Oregon wines are 
sought around the world. 

The Drouhin Family’s Oregon adventure viv-
idly shows the cooperation—in knowledge, ex-
perience, and passion—between France and 
America, between Burgundy and Oregon, in 
the service of excellence. 

I am proud to acknowledge that, over the 
years, the Drouhins have contributed their ex-
traordinary energy and resources to a sub-
stantial range of charitable pursuits in Oregon, 
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working to strengthen the community that 
warmly welcomed them many years ago. 

Wine is a reflection of people and place, 
and it is with great pleasure that today we rec-
ognize the Drouhin Family of Burgundy and 
Oregon. Please join me in thanking the 
Drouhin Family for their enormous contribu-
tions to the Oregon wine industry. I look for-
ward to their next 30 years, and more, of work 
in and on behalf of the Oregon wine industry. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2810) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Chair, I would like to address Section 131 
of the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2018. 

Last week, I filed amendment No. 247 on 
this matter; however I have since withdrawn 
the amendment given that the USAF has 
moved swiftly to replace the UH–1N fleet 
through an open and competitive process with 
the recent launch of the RFP. 

The UH–1N replacement program is a pri-
ority for the Air Force and for many members 

of this Congress, House and Senate. This is 
for good reason. The UH–1N accomplishes 
two vital national security missions—nuclear 
missile security and continuity of government. 
Over a decade has passed since our Air 
Force identified the need to replace the aging 
Vietnam-era UH–1N Huey fleet. 

Following collaborative efforts between the 
Air Force and industry, including meetings and 
additional requests for information, the Air 
Force has now released its final Request for 
Proposal which begins the process of replac-
ing the UH–1N fleet and ensuring a fair and 
open competition. Unfortunately, language 
contained in the H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Bill for Fiscal Year 2018, 
threatens to upend this fair, competitive and 
open process by pushing a sole-source con-
tract at the taxpayer’s expense. Section 131 
would allow the Air Force to sole-source the 
replacement of the UH–1N helicopter. 

Frankly, I find this language appalling. The 
Department of Defense’s Better Buy Power 
3.0 directive states, ‘‘Real competition is the 
single most powerful tool available to the De-
partment to drive productivity.’’ The Federal 
Acquisition Regulations clearly articulate the 
importance of competition to satisfy cost, qual-
ity and timeliness aims. Competition is essen-
tial to maintaining a healthy industrial base. In 
Congress, we should be encouraging the De-
partment of Defense to remain committed to 
competition. 

Congress has repeatedly supported and di-
rected a fair and open competition for the re-
placement of the UH–1N; yet, the language in 
Section 131 goes against congressional and 
Air Force efforts to ensure an open and fair 
competition. Given the fact that responses to 
the RFP will be due prior to the FY18 NDAA’s 
completion, changing course from a fair and 

open competition to a sole-source procure-
ment at this time would limit options, create 
more delays, increase costs for taxpayers, and 
potentially impact mission requirements. There 
is also no justification for a sole-source con-
tract of helicopters when multiple candidate 
aircraft, including commercial aircraft built cost 
effectively here in the United States on exist-
ing, hot production lines, can be leveraged in 
support of this mission. 

In 2016, twelve Members of Congress 
signed on to a letter in support of a UH–1N re-
placement competition, which was instru-
mental in moving the Air Force towards its 
current strategy. We must allow the Air Force 
to continue their competition to replace their 
UH–1N aircraft and accelerate their ability to 
field new aircraft without further delay in the 
interest of national security. We should ap-
plaud and support the Air Force for moving 
forward with replacing the fleet of UH–1N not 
force them to stop and change course. Chang-
ing course from a fair and open competition to 
a sole-source procurement would create more 
delays, increase costs, and potentially impact 
mission requirements. 

We cannot let this happen to the Airmen of 
our nation. 

I applaud the Air Force in moving forward 
with replacing its fleet of UH–1N aircraft that 
help ensure the security of our land–based nu-
clear forces. Taking any other path would fur-
ther jeopardize this critical program. 

While I have withdrawn my amendment, I 
will be working to ensure this language is re-
moved from the final bill during conference. 
Mr. Chair, replacing these assets is long over-
due and I look forward to working with the 
Chairman and Ranking Member on this and 
other Air Force priorities. 
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