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HONORING FONA INTERNATIONAL, 
INC. 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor FONA International, Inc., a company lo-
cated in Geneva, Illinois, which was recently 
named the number one small/medium work-
place in Chicago by Fortune magazine and 
consulting firm Great Place to Work. 

At FONA International, Inc. 97 percent of 
employees say they are proud of their work-
place, have been offered training or develop-
ment to further themselves professionally, and 
have access to a special and unique benefit 
system. 

This was only possible due to the leadership 
of Joe and Mary Slawek. Since FONA Inter-
national’s founding in 1987 the Slaweks has 
been the driving force behind its exceptional 
corporate culture which stresses retaining and 
recognizing its employees. The Slaweks have 
championed innovative programs and initia-
tives which have earned their company a spot 
on the National Association for Business Re-
sources’ list of Chicago’s 101 Best and Bright-
est Companies to Work for. 

FONA International, Inc. is currently cele-
brating 30 years creating and producing fla-
vors for the largest food, beverage, and nutri-
tion companies in the world. Their excellent 
work over the years has made them an indus-
try leader and they have even been awarded 
the 2016 Food Quality and Safety Award by 
Food Quality and Safety magazine. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
please join me in congratulating FONA Inter-
national, Inc. on being named the number one 
workplace in Chicagoland and for their legacy 
of achievement. FONA International Inc. is a 
company that truly cares not only for their cus-
tomers, but also for their employees. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on July 17, 
2017, I was absent from the House and 
missed Roll Call Vote 379. Had I been present 
for Roll Call Vote 379, on passage of H.R. 
2210, I would have voted Yes. 

RECOGNIZING THE 27TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to recognize the 27th Anniversary of the 
passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Congress passed the ADA to break down 
the physical and societal barriers that kept dis-
abled Americans from fully participating in the 
American Dream. From creating standards for 
wheelchair accessibility in places open to the 
public, to requiring 911 phone lines to be 
equipped to respond to hearing-impaired call-
ers, the ADA has transformed the lives of mil-
lions of Americans. The progress we’ve made 
is remarkable, and I’m proud to have been 
part of these efforts. 

Throughout my career, I have seen few 
pieces of legislation that bring all people to-
gether as much as the ADA. Not only did this 
historic legislation pass both chambers with 
large bipartisan majorities, but the ADA 
Amendments Act passed unanimously in 
2008. This legislation shows that Congress 
can come together to solve problems for the 
betterment of the American people. 

I proudly stand with the thousands of advo-
cates who come to Washington, D.C. this 
week to continue the fight for the rights of all 
Americans. 

f 

VALERIA ALU’S 101ST BIRTHDAY 

HON. PAUL MITCHELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give special recognition to one of Michigan’s 
oldest residents who will celebrate her 101st 
birthday on August 9th. Ms. Alu was born in 
1916 and lived in the Detroit area for over 60 
years, witnessing first-hand the incredible 
changes of the city before moving into Michi-
gan’s 10th District. Val, as she likes to be 
called, spent her life serving others by teach-
ing immigrants the path to gain U.S. citizen-
ship. Val also enjoys reading and has fond 
memories baking cookies with her daughter 
every day. 

I would like to congratulate Ms. Valeria Alu 
on this amazing milestone, and thank her for 
countless years of service. I wish this cente-
narian a very healthy and happy birthday. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CHILD 
NUTRITION REAUTHORIZATION 
ACT 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to express my strong support for 
reauthorization of the Child Nutrition Reauthor-
ization Act (CNR). Every 5 years, we are pro-
vided with an opportunity to strengthen child 
nutrition and school meal programs so they 
meet the nutrition needs of our children. The 
last time we reauthorized Child Nutrition pro-
grams was in 2010 when President Obama 
signed the Health, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 
2010. This Act included a number of improve-
ments to the quality of school food and cre-
ated a national afterschool meal program, in 
addition to several other positive provisions 
that have helped to address food insecurity 
since its passage. That law expired in 2015. 
Financial problems plaguing the CNR cannot 
be addressed unless Congress takes decisive 
action in reforming this legislation. 

The issues of food insecurity and nutrition in 
this country impact far too many families. Ac-
cording to the USDA, 13 percent of American 
households are food insecure. Families in my 
district are disproportionately affected by food 
insecurity. For example, this inadequate ac-
cess to food is a stark reality for individuals in 
Wilcox County, where thirty-three percent of 
the population has uncertain access to food. 
In Dallas, Greene and Sumter Counties, the 
food insecurity rate is higher than 29 percent. 

Most troubling, though, is the alarming per-
centage of children in my district affected by 
the issue of food scarcity. In Tuscaloosa, 23 
percent of children faced food scarcity in 
2016. Furthermore, sixty-six percent of stu-
dents in Tuscaloosa City Schools rely on free 
or reduced lunch programs. For these chil-
dren, federal programs provide essential nutri-
tion that they would not otherwise have ac-
cess to. 

Hunger can have serious, harmful effects on 
a child’s health and ability to learn. Childhood 
hunger is associated with behavioral, atten-
tion, academic, and emotional problems. 
These struggles can lead to lower test scores, 
higher levels of school failure, other potentially 
lifelong health problems, and learning deficits. 
Prioritizing this issue is necessary to revitalize 
the crucial nutrition programs that many chil-
dren in this country rely on. We cannot afford 
to leave our most vulnerable citizens without 
access to the proper resources they need in 
order to thrive and contribute to our society. 
That is why I am urging Congress to take ac-
tion and renew the Child Nutrition Reauthor-
ization Act. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, on July 24, 2017, I missed three re-
corded votes on the House floor so that I 
could be present for the birth of my daughter, 
Caroline. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yea on Roll Call 407, yea on Roll Call 
408, and yea on Roll Call 409. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOPHIE EUBANKS, 
2017 NFIB YOUNG ENTRE-
PRENEUR OF THE YEAR FINAL-
IST 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the distinguished accomplishment of 
a constituent in my district, Sophie Eubanks, 
on the occasion of her 2017 NFIB Young En-
trepreneur Award. 

Miss Eubanks, of Raleigh, NC, is the found-
er and owner The PinkyGirl, a web based 
monogramming apparel company. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing Miss Eubanks on her out-
standing achievements. We wish her nothing 
but the best for her future entrepreneurial and 
educational endeavors. 

f 

MEDICARE PART B IMPROVEMENT 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE BISHOP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 3178, the 
Medicare Part B Improvement Act. This bill 
would make specific improvements to Medi-
care Part B programs, like protecting access 
to orthotics and prosthetics for Medicare bene-
ficiaries who need them. 

In particular, a provision within this bill, 
spearheaded by Representative GT THOMP-
SON, MIKE THOMPSON, and myself, would allow 
additional information provided by prosthetists 
and orthotists—the trained clinical experts who 
evaluate and fit the beneficiary—to be consid-
ered by Medicare to support documentation of 
medical necessity for orthotics and prosthetics. 

This straightforward, bipartisan bill will im-
prove the quality of life of beneficiaries, save 
jobs of orthotic and prosthetic suppliers, and 
provide a foundation to better meet the 
healthcare needs of our aging constituents. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 3178, the Medicare Part B im-
provement Act. 

COUNTERING AMERICA’S ADVER-
SARIES THROUGH SANCTIONS 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 3364. 

I rise in support of the Countering America’s 
Adversaries through Sanctions Act, to 
strengthen sanctions against Russia, North 
Korea, and Iran. These sanctions have been a 
long time coming. 

Russian aggression towards the United 
States and our allies is at a level not seen 
since the Cold War. Although you wouldn’t 
know it from the conduct of our president, 
Russia is unparalleled in its willingness to use 
illicit ‘‘active measures’’ to try to weaken the 
rules-based international order that has bene-
fited the world for decades. Although the tech-
niques in many ways aren’t new—we saw 
similar tactics during the Cold War—the power 
of social media and the Internet have only am-
plified Russia’s capabilities. 

It’s thought that Russia has been behind the 
hacking of the attempted hacking of cam-
paigns, infrastructure systems, and govern-
ment entities in many of our European allies, 
including Denmark, France, Georgia, the Neth-
erlands, Germany, Ukraine, and Estonia. In 
Ukraine, Russia is thought to be behind a 
power blackout in 2015. 

Many of Russia’s attempts have failed, but 
in Russia’s influence campaign in the 2016 
presidential election, it was partially success-
ful. Russia and its government-backed hack-
ers have undermined the integrity of our 
democratic processes and our system of rep-
resentative government, the foundation of our 
country, since its inception. It may not have 
succeeded in changing the outcome of the 
election, but it has accomplished one of its 
goals, to sow discord and mistrust in an al-
ready-divided country. We must not let it ac-
complish its other aims. 

President Trump has often seemed more 
admiring of Vladimir Putin and Russian offi-
cials than he has of his own country. In many 
cases, he’s been friendlier to the Russian gov-
ernment than to his own advisors. As presi-
dent, astonishingly, he’s talked about a joint 
cyber-security task force with our biggest 
cyber adversary. 

This bill is a crucial step in ensuring that we 
make clear to Russia that we will not accept 
the meddling of foreign governments in our 
democratic processes or the endangerment or 
intimidation of our allies and our people. We 
must make sure that Russia is not 
emboldened by our president’s apparent de-
termination to improve relations with Russia at 
any cost, and that it does not continue to en-
danger our democracy, our infrastructure, or 
our allies. 

Make no mistake—Russia poses a huge 
threat to the United States. If the U.S. govern-
ment fails to respond, Ukraine’s power black-
out should serve as a warning of what is to 
come, to ignore at our peril. Russia’s appetite 
for cyber and information warfare and its will-
ingness to employ criminals and malicious 
hackers forsworn by other countries make it 
especially dangerous. We must protect our 

people and our infrastructure, and this bill 
makes sure that Congress has the ability to do 
that. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE 
SUBMITTED BY BUREAU OF CON-
SUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION 
RELATING TO ARBITRATION 
AGREEMENTS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in opposition of House Joint Resolu-
tion 111 which would eliminate the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau’s rule prohibiting 
mandatory arbitration clauses in financial serv-
ices contracts. These clauses, which are bur-
ied in the fine print of banking contracts, strip 
consumers who are scammed, cheated, or de-
frauded by big banks of their constitutional 
right to seek justice in our nation’s courts. In-
stead, they force consumers to go through a 
secretive non-judicial process overseen by an 
arbitration provider chosen by the bank. Ac-
cording to a study conducted by the CFPB, 
when these disputes are resolved through ar-
bitration, consumers receive relief in only 9 
percent of claims and even when consumers 
do win, they recover, on average, only 12 
cents for every dollar claimed. I support the 
CFPB rule and oppose this effort to allow big 
banks to deny customers access to the justice 
system. 

The elimination of the forced arbitration rule 
protects the special interests of Wall Street 
and hurts consumers. I therefore urge my col-
leagues to vote no on this Resolution. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF EMILIO VARGAS, JR. 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Emilio Vargas, Jr., a civil 
rights activist, local historian, and community 
leader who recently passed away at the age 
of 83. The Goliad native’s reach was immense 
as he helped both his neighbors and His-
panics throughout Texas gain recognition at 
the State Capitol. 

Mr. Vargas joined the U.S. Air Force in 
1954 and served until 1958 when he was hon-
orably discharged. He also served on the 
Goliad school board and as Precinct 1 Justice 
of the Peace from 1995 to 2006. Vargas was 
then employed by the Texas Department of 
State Health Service for over 30 years. 

Mr. Vargas made it his mission to educate 
and empower people in communities across 
the state of Texas. Realizing that only through 
education could Hispanics advance, he set out 
to influence many lives, especially those of 
Hispanic youth. An avid historian, he worked 
tirelessly to share stories of struggle and the 
proud traditions of those whose heritage he 
shared. Through his tireless efforts with the 
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Ignacio Zaragoza Society, one of the many 
nonprofits he served during his life, Emilio 
shaped the lives of countless people in his 
community. 

Emilio Vargas will be missed for his tremen-
dous heart, his sense of duty and his unwav-
ering belief that this land is a land for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Mr. Emilio Vargas, Jr. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in carrying on 
his legacy. 

f 

SELFRIDGE ANGB 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 100th Anniversary of Selfridge Air 
National Guard Base. Selfridge ANGB is home 
to the Air National Guard 127th Wing, which 
operates KC–135 Stratotankers and the A–10 
Thunderbolt II. The base is also currently 
home to more than 20 tenant units from all 
branches of the military, the Coast Guard, and 
Border Patrol. 

Opened in 1917, the base, then called 
Selfridge Field, was one of only nine military 
air fields in the United States as we entered 
World War I. The field remained a training 
ground through World War II. In 1943, the 
332d Fighter Group of the historic Tuskegee 
Airmen was garrisoned at the base. 

After World War II ended, Selfridge ex-
panded its borders to its current size and was 
renamed Selfridge Air Force Base. The base 
continued to train pilots and stand ready 
through the Cold War. For twenty years, 
Selfridge AFB provided ground-controlled 
interception coverage for interceptor aircraft 
and surface-to-air missiles. When the Air 
Force’s mission at Selfridge ended in 1970, 
the base was transferred to the Michigan Air 
National Guard, becoming Selfridge Air Na-
tional Guard Base. 

Today, Selfridge ANGB continues to be an 
important member of the southeast Michigan 
region, and a vital resource in the defense of 
our nation. The base works to bring aviation 
themed math and science education to our 
community through the STARBASE program. 
Selfridge ANGB also continues to excel at its 
mission, and was most recently awarded both 
the Carl A. Spaatz Award and the Air Force 
Meritorious Unit Award. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating and honoring the 100th Anniver-
sary of Selfridge Air National Guard Base and 
the men and women of the 127th Wing who 
continue to serve our country admirably. As a 
beacon of community involvement and military 
excellence, we look forward to Selfridge 
ANGB’s continued service for many years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING THE HONORABLE 
SAMUEL M. MORRIS 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory and life of the Honorable 

Samuel M. Morris of the Third Congressional 
District of New Jersey, and to express my sin-
cerest condolences to his family and loved 
ones he has left behind, as well as to recog-
nize his career of public service. 

Samuel was known for his unwavering focus 
on his goals. His talent for advocacy started in 
high school where he was an active member 
of the Debating Club at Point Pleasant Beach 
High School. He was a talented athlete, and 
was a member of the 1953 ‘‘miracle gulls’’ 
football team, which won the Group I State 
Championship. 

In 1954, Samuel responded to our nation’s 
call by joining and serving in the armed forces 
with the Engineers of the 11th Airborne. With 
a passion for learning, specifically the law, he 
continued his academic studies while serving 
his country, taking courses in German and 
International Law in Munich, Germany. Among 
his return home to the United States, Samuel 
completed his Bachelor’s Degree in History 
and Political Science at Monmouth College 
and eventually received his Juris Doctor De-
gree from the Seton Hall University School of 
Law. Samuel went on to lead a successful 
legal career, first practicing for Mead, Glea-
son, Hansen, and Pantagesa Firm in Newark, 
New Jersey, specializing in Workers’ Com-
pensation Law. Samuel decided to open his 
own practice in his hometown of Brick, New 
Jersey. After years of establishing a success-
ful private practice, Samuel was appointed to 
become the Brick Township Municipal Judge. 
He was so successful in that position, that he 
was called upon by other townships to help 
them establish their municipal court systems. 
He was known and well respected in every 
township that he presided over in the years to 
come. 

Beyond his illustrious legal career, Samuel 
was a dedicated family man, who married his 
wife Lynn in 1956. Samuel enjoyed spending 
time with Lynn, their five children, and many 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s 
Third Congressional District are tremendously 
honored to have had the Honorable Samuel 
M. Morris as a selfless and dedicated member 
of their community who devoted his career to 
bettering the world around him. It is with a 
heavy heart that I commemorate his veteran 
service, career, and life, and recognize the 
lasting legacy of public service that he has left 
behind, before the United States House of 
Representatives. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN CHI-
NESE COMMERCE ASSOCIATION 
(HK) 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, if is my 
honor to recognize the American Chinese 
Commerce Association (HK) as they celebrate 
20 years of exemplary service to the Asian 
American community. 

Since it began, the American Chinese Com-
merce Association (HK) has been a voice for 
Chinese immigrants and Chinese Americans 
living in New York City and around the globe. 
As one of the largest chambers of commerce 
in the United States, the association is com-

mitted to providing business opportunities in 
the American and Chinese business sectors. 
By assisting immigrants as they develop suc-
cessful business enterprises, the association 
is a bold advocate for local small businesses 
and entrepreneurs. 

When it comes to maintaining business and 
trade relationships between the U.S. and 
China, the American Chinese Commerce As-
sociation works to protect the best interests of 
both parties. 

I sincerely congratulate American Chinese 
Commerce Association (HK) for its proud his-
tory and many achievements. The future is 
bright for many more years of successful and 
even life-changing work. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 410, YEA on Roll Call No. 411, YEA on 
Roll Call No. 412, and YEA on Roll Call No. 
413. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LARRY 
GREENE 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today I stand to 
recognize Mr. Larry Greene’s retirement from 
the position of Executive Director of the Sac-
ramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management 
District. I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Mr. Greene and his outstanding dedi-
cation to cleaner air in my hometown of Sac-
ramento. 

Mr. Greene served our region for twenty-two 
years, helping to produce cleaner air, prolong 
lifespans, and protect the environment. He 
was a two-term president of the California Air 
Pollution Control Officers Association 
(CAPCOA), and holds a permanent seat on its 
Board of Directors. Larry’s public service also 
included a term as President of the National 
Association of Clean Air Agencies. Before he 
delved into clean air policy, Mr. Greene served 
our country in the United States Army for 25 
years, specializing in logistics management. 
Clearly, Larry Greene is the epitome of a pub-
lic servant. 

Since 1990, the Sacramento region has 
benefited from a 66 percent drop in nitrogen 
oxides, largely thanks to Mr. Greene’s efforts. 
He has been the main proponent for many 
clean air programs, including the ‘‘Spare the 
Air’’ and ‘‘Check Before You Burn’’ campaigns. 
His success can be attributed to his methods 
of working as a partner for elected officials 
and community organizations that seek out 
solid, incentive-based solutions for busi-
nesses. Communities across our country that 
wish to improve their air quality should look no 
further than Larry for the model of what a 
clean air advocate can do. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand to honor Mr. Larry 
Greene today and to wish him the best of luck 
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in retirement. I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in paying tribute to Mr. Greene for his un-
wavering dedication to the air quality of the 
Sacramento region. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE EXPANSION OF 
THE SCIENCE BUILDING AT 
SUNY ADIRONDACK 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the ribbon cutting for the 
new expansion of the science building at 
SUNY Adirondack. 

SUNY Adirondack is a regional leader in 
education. Their dedicated faculty and moti-
vated students share the college’s interactive 
and community-oriented mission. Since its 
founding in 1961, SUNY Adirondack has cre-
ated opportunities for growth and excellence in 
the North Country.‘ 

In service of this educational mission, SUNY 
Adirondack has been constructing two addi-
tions to its current science building. On one 
side, a new science wing features redesigned 
classrooms, increased laboratory spaces, and 
a greenhouse. These modernized and ex-
panded facilities will house the nursing, 
science, technology, engineering, and math 
programs at the college. On the other side, a 
new Workforce Readiness Center is sched-
uled to be finished by the end of the year. The 
enlarged and renovated building, renamed 
‘Adirondack Hall,’ embraces the dynamic and 
innovative learning style of the college. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to congratulate SUNY Adirondack on their new 
facilities. We are grateful for their commitment 
to educating our community, and hope that 
this expansion serves them well for many 
years to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF QUEEN OF PEACE PAR-
ISH IN HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Queen of Peace Parish as they cel-
ebrate 50 years of service. 

Located in the South Texas city of Har-
lingen, Queen of Peace Parish was founded in 
1967 when the Congregation of the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary ventured from 
Fairhaven, Massachusetts, to Harlingen to es-
tablish their presence in the newly formed Dio-
cese of Brownsville. Since its formation, the 
parish has focused on families, and that con-
tinues to be a cornerstone today. For 50 
years, its members have volunteered time and 
energy to helping those most in need. 

The parish, through Fr. Regis Kwiatkowski 
SS.CC, inherited a tract of land designated for 
low-income housing development. The land 
was then sold to purchase a corner lot where 
the first rectory was built, originally just a farm 
house. Today the church building sits on that 
same piece of property, and September 2017 

marks the anniversary of the congregation’s 
presence in the community. 

Queen of Peace Parish has made a lasting, 
positive impact in our community, and they will 
continue to play a role in the improvement of 
South Texas. I rise today to congratulate them 
for their half-century of success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LA SOUPE 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share the story of La Soupe, a local non-
profit here in Cincinnati, with the rest of the 
country and to recognize them for their con-
tributions to our community. 

La Soupe is a non-profit organization run by 
a local chef, Suzy DeYoung. They take the 
food-waste donations of local grocery stores— 
food that would otherwise be thrown out at the 
end of the day—and turn it into delicious 
soups, that are then given to people who are 
hungry. 

In 2016 alone, La Soupe successfully res-
cued 125,000 pounds of food from going to 
the landfill and donated over 95,000 servings 
to people living in food insecurity. 

La Soupe’s impact in the Greater Cincinnati 
area should be shared with the country as we 
work to address poverty, and the challenges 
that Americans experiencing poverty face 
every day. La Soupe is a prime example of 
why the federal government needs to focus on 
empowering local poverty and hunger initia-
tives to thrive. They know the community 
best—and are positioned to provide the local 
solutions that are needed to help their neigh-
bors. 

Thank you to Suzy, and the staff at La 
Soupe, for their dedication to the wellbeing of 
all members of our community. I look forward 
to watching the further success of La Soupe, 
and the impact it makes on Ohio’s Second 
District, and the country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OF DR. GARY OBERG 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a dedicated public servant from 
Crystal Lake, Illinois, Dr. Gary Oberg. Dr. 
Oberg has been a school board member for 
the past 30 years and this past April he con-
cluded his service to Crystal Lake School Dis-
trict 155. 

Since joining the board in 1985, Dr. Oberg 
has seen 36,000 students graduate from Com-
munity High School District 155, worked with 
six superintendents, and witnessed the transi-
tion from blackboards and overhead projectors 
to tablets and high-tech whiteboards. 

During his tenure, Dr. Oberg has been an 
exemplary leader and public servant. Dr. 
Oberg played a key role in building Prairie 
Ridge High School. While on the Building and 
Grounds Committee during that time, he 
helped incorporate principles of good environ-

mental practices in its construction. He also 
oversaw the expansion of educational pro-
grams and schools including Cary-Grove High 
School’s D and E wings, media center, and 
fine arts center, expansions at Crystal Lake 
South in 2003 and 2006, and the opening of 
Haber Oaks alternative high school in 2008. 

Dr. Oberg has represented his community 
well and has been a strong voice for the City 
of Crystal Lake throughout his time in office. 
His long service to the students and families 
of Crystal Lake and to McHenry County is 
truly commendable. Although he is retiring, 
Crystal Lake will continue to benefit from his 
involvement as a member of the community. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
please join me in congratulating Dr. Gary 
Oberg on 32 years of public service and in 
wishing him all the best for the days ahead. 

f 

FLORIDA INVENTORS HALL OF 
FAME 2017 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the eight inventors who have been rec-
ognized as the 2017 Inductees of the Florida 
Inventors Hall of Fame. In order to be named 
as an Inductee, these inventors were nomi-
nated by their peers nationwide and have un-
dergone the scrutiny of the Florida Inventors 
Hall of Fame Selection Committee. As a re-
sult, their innovations have been identified as 
significantly impacting the quality of life, eco-
nomic development, and welfare of their com-
munities, the citizens of Florida, and the 
United States. 

The Florida Inventors Hall of Fame was 
founded in 2013 by Paul R. Sanberg, Senior 
Vice President for Research, Innovation and 
Knowledge Enterprise, and Judy Genshaft, 
President, at the University of South Florida. It 
was recognized by the Florida Senate with 
Senate Resolution 1756, adopted on April 30, 
2014. Its mission is to encourage individuals 
of all backgrounds to strive toward the better-
ment of Florida and society through contin-
uous, groundbreaking innovation by cele-
brating the incredible scientific work that has 
been or is being accomplished in Florida and 
by its citizens. 

Nomination to the Florida Inventors Hall of 
Fame is open to all Florida inventors (living or 
dead) who are or have been residents of Flor-
ida. The nominee must be a named inventor 
on a patent issued by the United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office. The impact of the 
inventor and his or her invention should be 
significant to society as a whole, and the in-
vention should have been commercialized, uti-
lized, or led to important innovations. 

The 2017 Inductees of the Florida Inventors 
Hall of Fame are: 

Issa Batarseh, director of the Florida Power 
Electronics Center at the University of Central 
Florida in Orlando, for inventing low cost, high 
efficiency micro-inverters for photovoltaic (PV) 
applications that led to the creation of the first 
compact single solar PV panel; 

Michael J. DeLuca, electrical engineer and 
intellectual property counsel for NextEra En-
ergy, Florida Power & Light, in Juno Beach, 
for his groundbreaking technology known 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:47 Jul 27, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A26JY8.009 E26JYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1057 July 26, 2017 
today as ‘‘voltage scaling,’’ which significantly 
increased the battery life of portable commu-
nication devices; 

Kenneth M. Ford, co-founder and CEO of 
the Florida Institute for Human and Machine 
Cognition, in Pensacola and Ocala, for his pio-
neering work in artificial intelligence and 
human-centered computing, and for his signifi-
cant contributions to the United States and 
Florida’s technology and research commu-
nities; 

Phillip Frost, physician, inventor, and current 
CEO of OPKO Health in Miami, who invented 
a revolutionary disposable punch biopsy tool, 
as well as various therapeutic methods for 
treating psoriasis, heart and respiratory dis-
eases; 

Richard D. Gitlin, State of Florida 21st Cen-
tury World Class Scholar and Distinguished 
University Professor at the University of South 
Florida in Tampa, for development of the origi-
nal digital subscriber line (DSL) and his subse-
quent inventive research and development in 
digital communications, broadband networking, 
and wireless systems that transformed com-
munication technology; 

Thomas H. Maren, (1918–1999), physician, 
Graduate Research Professor at the University 
of Florida (UF) in Gainesville, and charter 
member of the UF College of Medicine faculty, 
who made underlying discoveries that resulted 
in the invention and commercialization of 
Trusopt®, the first topical treatment for glau-
coma; and 

T. Dwayne McCay and Mary Helen McCay. 
Dwayne McCay, President of the Florida Insti-
tute of Technology (FIT) in Melbourne, and 
Mary Helen McCay, whose novel approaches 
in the area of metallurgical engineering, spe-
cific to laser-induced surface improvement 
(LISI), have greatly contributed to increased 
patient safety and improved medical outcomes 
in facilities nationwide. 

Innovation and invention are the building 
blocks of our nation. I applaud these highly 
accomplished individuals and the organiza-
tions that support them in their quest to 
change the world in ways that truly benefit hu-
manity. Furthermore, it is because of the per-
severance of these inventors that future gen-
erations are encouraged to reach beyond their 
limits and push the boundaries of innovation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BELFRY HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL COACH PHIL-
IP HAYWOOD, FOR BEING NAMED 
COACH OF THE YEAR BY THE 
NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL ATH-
LETIC COACHES ASSOCIATION 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to rise today in recognition of the 
outstanding achievements of one of my con-
stituents, the Head Football Coach of Belfry 
High School, Mr. Philip Haywood. Unparalleled 
among his peers, Coach Haywood was re-
cently named Coach of the Year by the Na-
tional High School Athletic Coaches Associa-
tion. A native of Prestonsburg, he has 
coached Eastern Kentuckians for more than 
40 years, and is the winningest coach in Ken-
tucky history with a record of 417 wins and 
only 130 losses. 

Clearly, this is not the first major award 
Coach Haywood has received—far from it. In 
2013, Coach Haywood was named USA To-
day’s National Coach of the Year, an award 
voted on by fans, and a clear indication of 
how beloved he is by those who know and ap-
preciate football, both inside the Common-
wealth and beyond it. In 2014, he received the 
Blanton Collier School Coach of the Year 
award, an honor reserved for only the best 
coaches in Kentucky. In 2016, he was in-
ducted into the Kentucky High School Coach-
es Hall of Fame. To the surprise of no one, 
Coach Haywood has been named the Courier- 
Journal Coach of the Year five different times. 
His successes are many, and his impact far- 
reaching. 

Accolades aside, what truly separates 
Coach Haywood from the rest of the field is 
his dedication to ‘‘Faith, Family, and Football,’’ 
the title of a book he recently authored that 
speaks to the eternal. Coach Haywood has 
been a longtime youth leader and choir direc-
tor in his local church, and has served as a 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes Huddle leader 
at Belfry for over 30 years. As a coach and 
mentor, he has taught his student-athletes the 
value of self-discipline, to overcome defeat, to 
be gracious in victory, and to persevere 
through every test. He has mentored hundreds 
of students, guiding them along the straight 
and narrow path. An exemplary model of suc-
cess and virtue, I thank Coach Haywood for 
his many years of service to the Fifth District. 
His efforts, past and present, are much appre-
ciated. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF MOISES VICENTE VELA, 
SR. 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the 
memory of Moises Vicente Vela, Sr., beloved 
patriarch of one of the most prominent and 
loved families of the Rio Grande Valley, who 
passed away on June 11, 2017. 

Judge Vela, or ‘‘Moe,’’ as he was known to 
friends and family, was born and raised in 
Harlingen, Texas. Judge Vela returned to his 
hometown following his graduation from St. 
Mary’s University School of Law in San Anto-
nio. He later served as a municipal court judge 
in Harlingen and was one of the first Hispanics 
to serve as Cameron County judge. 

Beloved by his community, Judge Vela was 
dedicated to improving the lives of those 
around him. From his involvement with the 
Boys and Girls Club of Harlingen, Lions Club, 
Jaycees, and the Vietnam War Selective Serv-
ice Draft Board to his contributions as a 
former Chairman of the Board of Regents of 
Pan American University (UTRGV), Judge 
Vela deeply cared about creating a more pros-
perous future for residents of the Rio Grande 
Valley. 

In spite of his 50 plus years of service to his 
community, Judge Vela considered his wife, 
five children, 10 grandchildren and five great- 
grandchildren his greatest accomplishment. 
He will be remembered as a kind and gen-
erous man, whose legacy will forever live on 
in South Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today to honor Judge Vela for his lifetime of 
service to our community. The Rio Grande 
Valley has lost one of its finest, and his ab-
sence will be felt for a long time to come. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE AMERICAN 
OPPORTUNITY CARBON FEE ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, this ad-
ministration has made attacking the environ-
ment and rolling back progress we’ve made 
fighting climate change one of its top priorities. 
The most recent example is the U.S. with-
drawal from the Paris climate agreement. 
They’re taking us backwards. Future genera-
tions will shoulder the devastation of increased 
temperatures, rising sea levels, and environ-
mental degradation. 

We can’t deny modern science. Human ac-
tivities, including the burning of fossil fuels, are 
contributing to climate change. The United 
States is a major contributor to global carbon 
pollution and shows little sign of stopping. We 
have a moral responsibility to reverse this 
trend and place sensible limits on emissions. 

In the absence of leadership from the White 
House, Congress must step up. That’s why 
this week, my colleague Representative DAVID 
CICILLINE and I are joining our colleagues, 
Senators SHELDON WHITEHOUSE and BRIAN 
SCHATZ, in introducing legislation to finally put 
a clear price on carbon pollution and begin to 
drastically lower our emissions. 

The American Opportunity Carbon Fee Act 
would place a $49 fee on every metric ton of 
carbon emissions starting in 2018. This fee 
would increase every year to ensure that pol-
luters pay their fair share. It also levels the 
playing field by pricing dirty energy accu-
rately—so clean energy can better compete. 
To ensure that the American people aren’t 
hurt by this price on carbon, part of the fee 
would be returned to the public every year as 
a refundable tax credit. Additional funds would 
be used to help vulnerable communities who 
might be impacted by higher heating and elec-
tricity bills. 

Putting a price on emissions is a crucial ele-
ment of our transition to a low carbon future, 
helping us not just stave off the worst impacts 
of climate change, but also grow the ‘‘clean 
economy,’’ create jobs, and save money. 

Reducing the amount of carbon that we put 
into the air is just one part of the fight against 
climate change. When paired with investments 
in public transit, affordable housing, and clean 
energy jobs, particularly in those communities 
most impacted by climate change, this bill can 
kick-start much needed climate action. 

I am under no illusion that this bill will move 
to the floor as is, but this is an important step 
to engaging in a bipartisan, bicameral discus-
sion on how to best put a price on carbon. It’s 
time to wake up, and I urge my colleagues to 
join us in finally taking meaningful Congres-
sional action to address climate change. 
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RECOGNIZING SERGEANT FIRST 

CLASS EDWARD ‘‘GRADY’’ 
HALCOMB 

HON. DENNIS A. ROSS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Sergeant First Class Edward ‘‘Grady’’ 
Halcomb and his brave and selfless acts while 
serving as a medic for Company B, 1st Bat-
talion of the 29th Infantry Division in the 
United States Army during the Korean War. 
Sergeant First Class Halcomb passed away 
on July 2, 2017. 

A veteran of 20 years of service, Sergeant 
First Class Halcomb’s strength and care for 
his fellow soldiers during the war was truly ex-
emplary. At only 19 years old, he endured and 
witnessed unspeakable horrors that no one 
should ever have to experience. No matter 
how dangerous or grim the circumstances, he 
never gave up hope on his fellow soldiers, his 
country or himself. 

His company was outnumbered by North 
Korean troops, depleted of all ammo, and cap-
tured. One of only 11 men left after battle, 
then-Private First Class Halcomb was forced 
to walk the 120-mile Seoul Death March to 
Pyongyang, North Korea, where he and more 
than 300 American troops were held as pris-
oners of war (POWs). 

As numerous soldiers were dying daily from 
malnutrition and medical issues, Private First 
Class Halcomb risked his life day-after-day to 
protect and save his fellow soldiers by helping 
to negotiate food and medicine for them. 

After 85 torturous and terrifying days of 
being POWs, Private First Class Halcomb and 
four other soldiers miraculously escaped and 
were rescued, only days before the rest of the 
prisoners were brutally murdered. 

Sergeant First Class Grady Halcomb’s valor, 
sacrifice and service to this country commu-
nicate an incredible testimony of a man who 
put his life on the line for America and its peo-
ple. Because of him, and soldiers like him, we 
are able to enjoy the benefits of living in the 
greatest nation on Earth. 

Although we owe more to Sergeant First 
Class Halcomb than we can never truly repay, 
one of my greatest honors and joys of being 
a Member of Congress was presenting him 
with the Distinguished Service Cross, for 
which he so richly deserved and humbly ac-
cepted after never seeking any recognition or 
glory for his heroic actions. 

Not only was Sergeant First Class Halcomb 
a tremendous soldier, he was also an excep-
tional representation of the Polk County com-
munities that I am honored to represent. Hav-
ing the opportunity to meet him and his family 
is a treasure I will forever hold close to my 
heart. 

The depth of appreciation, respect and ad-
miration I have for Sergeant First Class 
Halcomb and his fellow soldiers is immeas-
urable. He will be dearly missed. 

Let us never forget or take for granted the 
selfless and courageous acts by Sergeant 
First Class Halcomb and our service members 
to protect us and our freedoms every single 
day. May God bless them all, and may God 
bless the United States of America. 

HONORING LEE BEALUK 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the leadership and contributions of 
Lee Bealuk, of the Third Congressional District 
of New Jersey, specifically all that he has 
done for the Township of Medford. Lee has 
served in a leadership capacity with Boy Scout 
Troop No. 20 of Medford for over 50 years, 
currently serving as Scoutmaster Emeritus and 
mentor to scouts who are working towards at-
taining the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Lee has mentored 84 young men from 
Troop No. 20 who have achieved this rank, 
the highest within the Boy Scouts of America 
organization. Lee’s accomplishments with 
Troop No. 20’s Eagle Scouts are astonishing 
given that less than 5 percent of youth who 
participate in Boy Scouts achieve this rank. As 
a component of the Eagle Scout process, the 
candidate must develop, coordinate, and im-
plement a community service project and with 
84 Scouts earning this rank, the Township of 
Medford as well as many other local facilities, 
have been the beneficiaries of the projects un-
dertaken by the Eagle Scout candidates. 

Lee serves as the liaison between each 
Eagle Scout and the entities where the 
projects are conducted and his diligence in en-
suring that all the logistics have been ad-
dressed is an excellent example to the Scout, 
while imparting other Boy Scout ideals includ-
ing responsibility, community involvement, and 
civic duty. Lee’s leadership skills and dedica-
tion are an asset to the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica Troop No. 20, his community, his family, 
and his friends. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s 
Third Congressional District are tremendously 
honored to have Mr. Lee Bealuk as a selfless 
and devoted member of their community who 
has made a tremendous impact on our future 
generations of leaders. It is my honor to rec-
ognize his outstanding achievements and 
untiring dedication in mentoring the young 
men and fellow Scoutmasters who participate 
with Troop No. 20, especially those who com-
mit to attaining the rank of Eagle Scout, and 
thank him for all that he has done, before the 
United State House of Representatives. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER 
OF TOM BEEDE 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today I stand to 
recognize Mr. Tom Beede’s illustrious and 
successful career as President, CFO, and 
CEO of MetroList Services, Inc. On the occa-
sion of his retirement, I ask all my colleagues 
to join me in honoring Mr. Beede and his out-
standing career at MetroList. 

Mr. Beede has served more than thirty-two 
years with MetroList and more than forty years 
in the MLS industry. Before his time with 
MetroList, he was an Account Manager for 
PRC Realty where he created the first MLS 
computer system for the Sacramento, El Do-

rado, and Placer Associations of Realtors. He 
was eventually hired by MetroList to help man-
age, build, and lead it as the first MLS com-
pany in the United States to own and operate 
its own MLS computer system. 

In large part due to Mr. Beede’s hard work 
and visionary leadership, MetroList became an 
organization with a culture of unparalleled cus-
tomer service, subscriber value, and high level 
data integrity. His success can be attributed to 
his ability to bring the best products and serv-
ices to MetroList’s customers, and to his com-
mitment to forming regional relationships and 
finding new, cost-effective ways to share MLS 
data. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me nothing but pride 
to stand and honor Mr. Tom Beede today and 
wish him the best of luck in retirement. I ask 
all of my colleagues to join me in paying trib-
ute to Mr. Beede and his outstanding service 
to the Sacramento region. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ELLEN 
SCHLECHTER, 2017 NFIB YOUNG 
ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR 
FINALIST 

HON. KRISTI L. NOEM 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ellen Schlechter, a South Dakotan 
and recipient of the 2017 National Federation 
of Independent Business Young Entrepreneur 
Award. 

A resident of Orient, South Dakota, Ellen is 
the founder and owner of the Calving Book 
App. Being a South Dakota farmer and ranch-
er myself, I understand the onerous nature of 
calving season. Any effort to make this time of 
year more manageable should be pursued. 
Ellen’s app makes it simple and convenient to 
keep, search, and share your operation’s 
calving records on a phone, tablet, or com-
puter. Data on breeding, preg-checking, and 
weaning can also be recorded. This might just 
be the next generation of ranch management. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing a fellow South Dakotan, 
Ellen Schlechter, for her bold, innovative steps 
as a young entrepreneur. I can’t wait to see 
where this app goes next. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF ALONZO MO-
RALES, TEXAS’ FIREFIGHTER OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chief Alonzo Morales, Texas Firefighter 
of the Year. 

Chief Morales began working with the 
Goliad Volunteer Fire Department when he 
was eighteen years old. He has been with the 
department for 37 years, serving for the past 
27 years as its Fire Chief. 

In addition to his role with the Volunteer Fire 
Department, Morales is County Commissioner 
for Precinct Two, a post he has held since 
2010. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:47 Jul 27, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A26JY8.018 E26JYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1059 July 26, 2017 
Morales represented the Guadalupe District 

at the State Firefighters’ and Fire Marshals’ 
Association of Texas’ conference in San 
Marcos earlier this summer. His district nomi-
nated him for Texas Firefighter of the Year be-
fore the conference, and he was interviewed 
by a panel of judges which selected him for 
the award. 

Chief Morales has had a substantial positive 
impact on his community, dedicating his life to 
serving the city of Goliad and its surrounding 
county, and will undoubtedly continue to do so 
for years to come. I rise today to congratulate 
Chief Alonzo Morales for being honored as the 
Texas Firefighter of the Year. 

f 

CPL. EDWARD LEE BORDERS 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
and tell the story of Army Reserve Corporal 
Edward Lee Borders, a soldier who gave his 
life for this country in the Korean War. 

Cpl. Borders served as a member of D Bat-
tery, 82nd Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion, 2nd 
Infantry Division, supporting South Korean 
Army attacks against units of the Chinese 
People’s Volunteer Forces (CPVF). On Feb-
ruary 11, 1951, the DPAA report shows that 
the CPVF was able to force the South Kore-
ans to withdraw and leave the Support Force 
21, which included Borders’ unit, behind at 
Changbong-ni. 

Cpl. Borders was reported as missing in ac-
tion on February 13, 1951, when he did not 
report with his unit in Wonju. Three years 
later, he was declared dead, but his body was 
never identified. Cpl. Border’s father put up a 
monument in a Harrisburg, Illinois cemetery 
with the hope of someday laying his son to 
rest. 

For 66 years, the family could not glean any 
further information, despite consistent inves-
tigations from Borders’ father and stepmother. 
However, recently Army Reserve Cpl. Edward 
Lee Borders’ body was finally identified from 
the remains returned to the United States from 
North Korea between 1990 and 1994. Per his 
family’s request, his remains are returning 
home to Illinois. After receiving plane-side 
honors, Cpl. Borders will be escorted to his 
final resting place by an honor guard and 
members of the Patriot Riders. 

The Borders family will bury Cpl. Borders on 
July 29 in Harrisburg, Illinois, where he will re-
ceive a service with full military honors. Fi-
nally, the Borders family will be able to honor 
Army Reserve Cpl. Edward Lee Borders by 
laying him to rest at the monument placed in 
his name, thereby fulfilling the 66-year-old 
wish of a father to bury his son. 

I am proud to acknowledge the Borders 
family for their love for our country and their 
family, and I thank Cpl. Edward Lee Borders 
for his service and his sacrifice. 

RECOGNIZING MS. MAY LIANG MUI 
AND MR. BAITON YAN 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize Ms. May Liang Mui and 
Mr. Baitong Yan on their upcoming 2017 ‘‘No- 
Boundaries’’ International Art Exhibition. 

A non-profit exhibition held annually, ‘‘No- 
Boundaries’’ harnesses the power of art and 
art education to promote social responsibility 
among students who hail from all corners of 
the globe. During this event, students have the 
opportunity to work alongside professional art-
ists and cultivate a project that fuses art, cul-
ture and global human rights. 

Held at the United Nations (UN) in New 
York City, UN officials will present awards to 
outstanding young art students. Taken to 
prove that art truly has no boundaries, stu-
dents of all different backgrounds will gather to 
traverse cultural barriers and express them-
selves through art. 

I applaud all those involved in organizing 
such a rich cultural event right in the center of 
New York City. I extend my best wishes for a 
successful and inspiring exhibition. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR. 
RYSZARD ‘‘RICHARD’’ LABA 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Ryszard ‘‘Richard’’ Laba, a long-
time resident of Northbridge, Massachusetts 
who served as a United States Army Military 
Policeman in Vietnam. 

Mr. Laba was born in Poland and moved to 
the United States at 16 to live with his brother 
in Worcester, Massachusetts. At 21, he was 
drafted into the Army and served honorably in 
Vietnam between 1967 and 1969. Wounded in 
combat and exposed to the dangerous chem-
ical Agent Orange, Mr. Laba returned home to 
Massachusetts. 

Back home, Mr. Laba was a hard worker 
and a family man who loved his community. 
He served as an assistant foreman at the 
Worcester Gear Company for 39 years, retir-
ing in 2003. He passed away on September 
10, 2012 at the age of 66. He is survived by 
his wife Margaret, who has worked tirelessly 
to raise awareness about Vietnam veterans, 
like her husband, who have experienced the 
debilitating effects of Agent Orange. 

Mr. Laba may not have been born an Amer-
ican, but he was so proud of his adopted 
country. His selflessness is an example for all 
who aspire to public service. 

Mr. Speaker, while we cannot change the 
past, we can make every effort to express our 
most sincere gratitude to all Vietnam veterans 
and their families that are with us today. 

On behalf of the people of Massachusetts, 
please join me in extending my deepest 
thanks to Richard Laba for his courageous 
service to our country. It is imperative that we 
continue to remind future generations of the 
character and integrity of those who served 

during the Vietnam War. I know my House 
colleagues will join me in remembering Rich-
ard, along with all those who served with him 
in Vietnam. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE INTERSTATE 
TEACHING MOBILITY ACT 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to re-introduce the bipartisan Interstate 
Teaching Mobility Act. This broadly supported 
and bipartisan proposal would authorize the 
Secretary of Education to work with an outside 
entity to create a voluntary, interstate teacher 
licensing program that would allow eligible 
teachers to transfer their licenses between 
states. 

Our country’s systems of teacher licensure 
create problems for teachers, students, and 
schools alike. Licensing and certification re-
quirements for teachers are inconsistent from 
state to state, and even within states, with 
hundreds of licensure tests in use and other 
requirements varying substantially. The level 
of rigor is also highly variable—with the bar far 
too low in many cases. As a result of these 
differences, the majority of states do not ac-
cept out-of-state teaching credentials. 

For teachers, this poses clear obstacles. A 
teacher licensed in one state who wishes to 
teach in another may have to complete addi-
tional requirements, such as exams or 
coursework, or pay additional fees, even if he 
has already completed an approved 
credentialing program or has a strong teaching 
record. As our nation’s workforce becomes in-
creasingly mobile, these requirements dramati-
cally decrease the mobility of our nation’s 
teaching workforce. For military spouses, who 
frequently relocate—among whom teaching is 
the second most common profession—or out- 
of-state college graduates wishing to teach in 
their home state, this problem is particularly 
acute. These roadblocks likely deter many 
prospective teachers from entering this vital 
profession. 

The system also presents a real problem for 
school districts, as schools across the country 
face a growing teacher shortage. Across the 
board, teacher education enrollment dropped 
35 percent from 2009 to 2014; however, the 
types of shortages vary across states. Limited 
licensure policies make it even more difficult 
for school administrators to fill teaching posi-
tions—and for students, the consequence re-
sults in less access to high-quality teachers. 

The Interstate Teaching Mobility Act would 
direct the Department of Education to create a 
new, voluntary program for states to partici-
pate in an interstate teaching application proc-
ess. Teachers licensed or certified in one par-
ticipating state would be eligible to teach in 
another. A participating state would be re-
quired to adhere to standards of content 
knowledge, pedagogical assessment, and per-
formance assessment identified as sufficiently 
rigorous by an outside organization. This 
would ensure high standards for our teachers, 
while maintaining the essential role of the 
states in setting specific requirements for 
teaching in the state or obtaining licenses in 
the state. 
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With programs like the one envisioned by 

this bill, teachers could far more easily transfer 
their skills to another participating state. 
Teachers would benefit from the ability to 
more easily relocate, while schools and dis-
tricts would have superior options for filling 
teacher shortages. Above all, students will 
benefit from rigorous standards set by their 
home state and will have increased access to 
high-quality teachers. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Interstate Teaching Mobility Act. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF ROMEO LOMAS 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Romeo Lomas for 
his dedicated service to his fellow Texans. 

Romeo Lomas served as the longest 
tenured County Commissioner in Kleberg 
County. He was adored by the people in his 
precinct, who convinced him to run for office 
in 1979 after a career as a barber and an en-
listment in the U.S. Army. For 38 years, Mr. 
Lomas played an integral role in the develop-
ment of his community by championing 
causes for the poor and elderly. Lomas was a 
staunch proponent of voting rights and encour-
aged citizens to participate in the electoral 
process. He was a strong advocate of equal 
opportunities for workers in Kleberg County 
and supported wage raises. While Mr. Lomas 
accomplished much in life, one of his greatest 
achievements during his time in office was the 
establishment of the Kleberg County Human 
Services Department which continues to pro-
vide hot meals and public transportation for 
disabled and elderly citizens in the area today. 

Romeo Lomas was born on September 3, 
1937 to Santiago and Estella Lomas in 
Kingsville, TX. He was married to Doris Lee 
Lomas, who lost her battle with cancer in July, 
2014. He is survived by his daughter, Crystal 
Runyon, one granddaughter, Luna Lee Run-
yon, and a sister, Hilda Garcia. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today to honor Romeo Lomas for his lifetime 
of service to our community. I considered him 
a friend and a role model, and his loss will be 
felt for a long time to come. 

f 

HONORING DELILAH RUMBURG ON 
HER RETIREMENT AFTER 23 
YEARS OF SERVICE AS CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE 
PENNSYLVANIA COALITION 
AGAINST RAPE 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I offer my 
sincere congratulations to my constituent, Deli-
lah Rumburg, on her upcoming retirement 
after more than 23 years of service as Chief 
Executive Officer of the Pennsylvania Coalition 
Against Rape (PCAR). 

Delilah began her service to our community 
in 1981, at ACCESS York, a domestic vio-

lence shelter in the 4th Congressional District. 
In her own words, she knew she found her 
life’s work and later joined PCAR as its CEO 
in 1995. Since then, she has lead PCAR’s tre-
mendous growth and outreach to communities 
in Pennsylvania and throughout the Nation. 
Delilah served on the Pennsylvania Task 
Force for Child Protection, as the Civilian Dep-
uty Co-Chair of the Department of Defense 
Task Force on Sexual Assault in the Military 
Services, and as Co-Chair of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense Task Force on Sexual Har-
assment and Violence at the Military Service 
Academies. 

Delilah’s tireless dedication, professionalism 
and passion towards ending sexual violence 
has touched the lives of countless people and 
challenged all with whom she served to be the 
best. Her legacy of service to our community 
and Nation truly is admirable. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late Delilah Rumburg on her tireless service, 
and wish her and her family continued great 
success in their future adventures. 

f 

MARKING THE TWENTY-SEVENTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I join in cele-
brating the twenty-seventh anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), legisla-
tion I was proud to introduce and shepherd to 
passage with bipartisan support. 

Few laws have had as broad an impact as 
the ADA, which reshaped the very landscape 
of America for people with differing abilities, lit-
erally opening doors and, with them, opportu-
nities. It has enabled millions to live with 
greater independence and dignity, and it con-
tinues to inspire other nations to adopt their 
own laws guaranteeing equal access and 
equal opportunity for all. 

I look forward to continuing to work with my 
colleagues in both parties to build on the 
ADA’s successes and ensure that the promise 
of America can be kept in full for those with 
disabilities. 

f 

IN HONOR OF NEW YORK STATE 
ASSEMBLYWOMAN NETTIE 
MAYERSOHN’S BABY AIDS BILL 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of former New York State 
Assemblywoman Nettie Mayersohn, and her 
landmark law, commonly known as the ‘‘Baby 
AIDS’’ bill, that was enacted in New York 
State On June 26, 1996. The Baby AIDS bill 
requires mandatory testing of infants for the 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and HIV 
antibodies, and authorizes disclosing the re-
sults to infants’ doctors and guardians. 

Before the Baby AIDS bill became law, in-
fants born in New York State were tested for 

the HIV antibody through studies that the New 
York State Department of Health initiated in 
1987. But confidentiality laws at the time re-
quired these tests to be anonymous. There-
fore, the guardians and doctors of the infants 
who tested positive were kept in the dark 
about the results. This caused nearly sixty 
percent of the 1,500–1,800 infants who tested 
positive per year to be sent home without di-
agnosis or treatment. As a mother myself, I 
cannot imagine the horror of being legally 
barred from knowing the health status of my 
child. That is why I am proud to recognize 
Assemblywoman Mayersohn for her relentless 
efforts on the behalf of New York families. 

When Assemblywoman Mayersohn was in-
formed that existing New York State law was 
preventing babies with HIV from being treated, 
she immediately took action by introducing the 
Baby AIDS bill in the New York State Assem-
bly in 1993. As lawmakers, we all know that 
bills can go through multiple versions and can 
face criticism from the community. The Baby 
AIDS bill was no different. Assemblywoman 
Mayersohn worked tirelessly to show opposi-
tion groups that the Baby AIDS bill would 
allow infants to receive the treatment that they 
desperately needed and their guardians and 
doctors to be informed about their condition. 
As Assemblywoman Mayersohn said, ‘‘I went 
to bed with it, and I woke up with it.’’ 
Assemblywoman Mayersohn’s efforts paid off, 
and it is no wonder that Assemblywoman 
Mayersohn’s colleagues gave her a standing 
ovation after the final version of the Baby 
AIDS bill passed in the assembly in 1996. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that due to 
Assemblywoman Mayersohn’s hard work, 
every infant in New York State is legally re-
quired to be tested for HIV and require hos-
pitals to inform the infant’s parent or guardian 
of the results. Statistics gathered soon after 
the law was enacted showed a 98.8 percent 
success rate in the number of HIV infants 
identified and connected to treatment. Accord-
ing to the New York State Health Department, 
from 1998 to 2013, Assemblywoman 
Mayersohn’s Baby Aids law saved an esti-
mated 900 infants from a lifetime of HIV. I am 
truly honored to recognize Assemblywoman 
Mayersohn, fondly known as ‘‘Nettie’’, and her 
law that truly improved the quality of life for so 
many New Yorkers. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER 
OF STEVE HAMMOND 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Steve Hammond on the occa-
sion of his retirement as CEO of Visit Sac-
ramento, the City of Sacramento’s innovative 
tourism bureau. I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Mr. Hammond for his leader-
ship and commitment in the community to pro-
moting Sacramento and refining its image as 
a tourist destination. 

Since being appointed to the position of 
CEO in 1999, Mr Hammond has overseen a 
hugely successful campaign to re-brand Sac-
ramento as a major attraction to visitors. He 
has encouraged businesses to hold events 
and conventions in Sacramento, capitalized on 
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the city’s sports and entertainment opportuni-
ties, and spearheaded an inventive campaign 
to brand Sacramento as America’s Farm-to- 
Fork Capital. By taking advantage of Sac-
ramento’s unique location in the heart of Cali-
fornia’s Central Valley, Mr. Hammond 
launched a movement that has revitalized 
Sacramento’s restaurant scene and boosted 
business for local hotels and farmers. 

In great part due to Mr. Hammond’s dedica-
tion to his agency, Visit Sacramento’s budget 
has grown from $2 million to $11 million, and 
its staff has more than doubled. In addition, 
Mr. Hammond is an extraordinarily active 
member of the community: He sits on the 
Boards of the Sacramento Downtown Partner-
ship, the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce, the Sacramento Regional Sports 
and Education Foundation, and the Sac-
ramento Hotel Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand to pay tribute to Steve 
Hammond, outgoing CEO of Visit Sacramento, 
as his friends and colleagues celebrate his 
well-earned retirement. I ask all my colleagues 
to join me in honoring his tenacity and dedica-
tion on behalf of the people of Sacramento, as 
well as his creativity in building up my beloved 
hometown as a destination for business, food, 
and culture. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER 
WILLIAMSON 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Christopher Williamson, a dedi-
cated individual who devotes his life to pro-
tecting and defending the communities of 
South Carolina. Mr. Williamson has recently 
been appointed as the South Carolina High-
way Patrol’s first African American com-
mander. 

From the time he joined in 1988, Williamson 
has led a rewarding career within the South 
Carolina Highway Patrol. Williamson is a na-
tive of Darlington, South Carolina and was 
born into a family whose values were founded 
on hard work, personal integrity and commu-
nity service. He graduated from Fayetteville 
State University in 1985 with a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Political Science and a minor in Police 
Science. Soon after college, Williamson began 
his career within the law enforcement realm as 
a Correctional Officer with the South Carolina 
Department of Corrections. 

In 1986, Williamson accepted a position with 
the Darlington County Sheriff’s Department as 
a Deputy and within two years, he joined the 
South Carolina Highway Patrol. His service on 
the Highway Patrol showed his great dedica-
tion, leadership, and dedication. He rose 
through the leadership ranks by eventually be-
coming Lieutenant Colonel in 2011 and last 
month, he was appointed the Commander of 
the South Carolina Highway patrol. As Com-
mander, he is responsible for overseeing all 
Patrol operations statewide. 

Mr. Williamson’s service to his community is 
not limited to his position as Commander. In 
2014 he received a master’s degree in Clinical 
and Behavioral Counseling. He has served as 
a Youth Advocate Counselor in Berkley Coun-
ty, a Camp Counselor, and even founded his 

own non-profit organization that provides men-
toring and life skill services for youth. He 
works hard to prepare youth within his county 
to become productive members of society. He 
is a fellow member of Omega Psi Phi Frater-
nity Inc., and he represents our fraternity by 
providing service to the world around him. 

Mr. Williamson’s career has taken him 
across the state of South Carolina and he has 
touched many lives. His humble upbringing 
and genuine qualities have enabled him to ef-
fectively serve his community. Throughout his 
career, he was actively involved in community 
service and has received numerous honors 
and awards for these efforts. He has made 
history by being appointed to this position and 
I am proud to call him a fraternity brother and 
personal friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing this barrier-breaking 
public servant, and to wish him Godspeed and 
continued success. Col. Christopher 
Williamson is a pioneer and an innovator in 
the law-enforcement arena and has earned 
the respect of the great state of South Caro-
lina. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NAS-KINGSVILLE 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Naval Air Station (NAS) Kingsville as it 
marks 75 years of service to the U.S. Navy 
and our nation. 

Located in Kingsville, Texas, the Naval Air 
Station was opened on July 4, 1942. Inspired 
by the establishment of the nearby Naval Air 
Station in Corpus Christi, a group of Kingsville 
civic leaders approached Navy officials at NAS 
Corpus Christi about creating a military airfield 
in February, 1941. While they did not receive 
official permission at that time, NAS Corpus 
Christi’s commanding officer, Captain Alva D. 
Bernhard, expressed enthusiasm about the 
idea. 

After the December 7, 1941 Japanese at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, Captain Bernhard pre-
dicted a military build-up including the influx of 
new trainees which would exceed the capacity 
of NAS-Corpus Christi, and plans to construct 
a new airfield in Kingsville began. 

The airfield was quickly built on 3,000 acres 
of land bought from the B.O. Sims family. Dur-
ing World War II, the airfield, designated as 
‘‘P–4,’’ housed four squadrons. The squadrons 
taught gunnery skills for combat air crews, in 
addition to fighter and bomber tactics. After 
the war, the base was given to the City of 
Kingsville, which leased it to the Texas Col-
lege of Arts and Industries. It was primarily 
used by the Department of Agriculture and ex-
panded under the college’s ownership. 

The base was reactivated as a military in-
stallation in April, 1951, as an auxiliary air sta-
tion, and trained roughly 300 aviators a year 
during the mid-1960s. In 1967, Congress ap-
proved $3.8 million in funding for NAS- 
Kingsville, allowing it to improve operation and 
maintenance facilities, as well as troop hous-
ing. The base was re-designated as a naval 
air station on August 9, 1968. In 1990, it be-
came the headquarters for Training Air Wing 
Two, a mission that continues today. 

Training Air Wing Two includes Training 
Squadron Twenty One and Training Squadron 
Twenty Two. Around 150 students report to 
Training Air Wing Two annually for Under-
graduate Jet Pilot Training. The Naval Air Sta-
tion at Kingsville currently occupies 23,000 
acres of land, spread across four sites, and 
employs around 1,350 people, in addition to 
training 50 percent of Navy and Marine Corps 
tactical jet pilots every year. Its economic im-
pact on the surrounding community is also sig-
nificant, as it provides roughly $110 million 
dollars to the local area. This economic impact 
is matched by the installation’s community out-
reach program, which includes school 
mentorship assistance and community self- 
help program assistance. 

NAS-Kingsville has a long history of sup-
porting both the local community and the 
country, and will continue to do so for years to 
come. I rise today to congratulate them on 75 
successful years. 

f 

HONORING THE CHRISTIAN 
RECORDER 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 165th Anniversary of The Christian 
Recorder. As the oldest periodical continually 
published by African-Americans in the United 
States, The Christian Recorder is the heart of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Originally founded in 1848 as The Christian 
Herald, the publication has been a leading 
voice for African-Americans ever since. It relo-
cated to Nashville in 1852 with a new name, 
The Christian Recorder. Twenty-one editors 
have led The Christian Recorder including 
John Thomas III, the current leader and the 
first layperson to serve in this prestigious role. 

The Christian Recorder is a reputable news 
service for religious news. It serves as the 
voice of two million members of the AME 
Church in thirty-nine countries around the 
world. 

Its reach extends far beyond the Sunday 
School Union in Nashville where it is 
headquartered. From offering guidance to 
slaves during the Civil War to the battle for 
voting rights and fighting segregation, The 
Christian Recorder has been a pioneer for 
Civil Rights and equality for African-Ameri-
cans. 

I am proud to salute The Christian Recorder 
for its courageous efforts and its more than 
165 years of service to the community. 

f 

HONORING NASHVILLE PUBLIC LI-
BRARY IN NASHVILLE, TEN-
NESSEE 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Nashville Public Library as the 2017 Li-
brary of the Year. This national honor, award-
ed by Library Journal and Gale Cengage 
Learning, recognizes public libraries for their 
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commitment to excellence, innovative pro-
grams and services, and dedication to the 
community. 

Nashville Public Library is awesome, and 
unlike any other in America. It is also the loca-
tion of my district office, perhaps the only con-
gressional office in America located in a public 
library. 

The Library partnered with Metro Nashville 
Public Schools to create the Limitless Libraries 
initiative, which allows students and teachers 
to order and borrow books, movies, laptops, 
iPads, and more. The Limitless Libraries pro-
gram is a national model for getting library 
materials into students’ hands every day, and 
this partnership has also helped turn several 
school libraries into exciting, interactive hubs 
for students. 

Nashville Public Library reaches students 
outside the classroom, too. 

Teenagers can work with professional men-
tors to create art or new inventions, work with 
robotics, and produce music and podcasts 
through the Library’s unique Studio NPL pro-
gram. The Library also engages children 
though its Bringing Books to Life! program, 
putting on productions at the Library’s Chil-
dren’s Theater, and its well-known Puppet 
Truck. Puppeteers perform 20 shows a week 
at the theater, but also use the Puppet Truck 
to reach children and adults throughout David-
son County. 

Most importantly is Nashville Public Library’s 
Civil Rights Room. This chronicles Nashville’s 
place in the Civil Rights movement, telling the 
stories of the heroes who fought against seg-
regation and for equal rights. Last year the Li-
brary and the Nashville Public Library Founda-
tion named our friend and colleague JOHN 
LEWIS their Literary Award Honoree. Con-
gressman LEWIS’ book, March, was also this 
year’s selection in Nashville Reads, the Li-
brary’s city-wide reading campaign, where ev-
eryone is invited to read a book and discuss 
it at libraries in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, the writer and poet Jorge Luis 
Borges said, ‘‘I have always imagined that 
Paradise will be a kind of library.’’ I agree. 

Nashville Public Library is more than books 
inside a beautiful building. It is even more than 
Paradise. It is the heart of our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BLACK WOMEN’S 
EQUAL PAY DAY 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, Monday, July 
31, 2017 marks Black Women’s Equal Pay 
Day, which observes the amount of time it 
takes the average Black woman to earn the 
same pay that the average White man earns 
in one calendar year. In other words, Black 
women have to work all of 2016 and up to 
July 31, 2017 to earn what their white male 
counterparts made in 2016. This is shameful, 
and it is time for Congress to act to eradicate 
pay inequities once and for all. 

Black women earn 60 percent of what their 
white male counterparts do, which is why it 
takes approximately eight additional months 
for them to reach pay parity with white men. 
The unfortunate reality of this wage gap is that 
this reality sets up Black women to fail. The 

40 cents they fail to earn accumulates and 
limits them from fully participating in the U.S. 
economy. This money could be used to help 
pay down student loan debt, buy their first 
home, or purchase a car. It could help them 
pay for quality child care, start a business, or 
help care for elderly family members. 

But earning 40 percent less does not just af-
fect Black women’s current economic situa-
tion, it also affects their ability to plan for their 
future. Being underpaid for equal work contrib-
utes to a wealth gap, retirement gap, and in-
heritance gap, which hinders upward mobility 
for future generations. According to the Pew 
Research Center, 54 percent of Black children 
live with a single parent, and Black families 
have 13 times less wealth than white families. 
A lack of wealth and savings means Black 
families have less to pass down to their chil-
dren. 

If Congress fails to act to ensure wage 
equality, then all women will lag behind in pay 
equity until 2059. This is unacceptable. Years 
of progress has resulted in Black women 
working across all fields and reaching high 
levels of academic achievement and it is time 
for these advancements to result in equal pay 
for equal work. I call on Republican Leader-
ship to bring to the House floor, the Paycheck 
Fairness Act, H.R. 1869, and the Raise the 
Wage Act, H.R. 15. As a proud cosponsor of 
both of these two pieces of legislation, I urge 
immediate consideration of these bills so that 
pay equity can be achieved once and for all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. KATHERINE B. 
WHITMAN 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am grateful to Ms. Katherine B. Whitman 
for her dedicated service as a detailee to the 
House Armed Services Committee over the 
past six months. Katie is completing her Cap-
itol Hill detail next month, and it is my hope 
that she has benefited as much from this ex-
perience as have we from her service on the 
subcommittee staff. Katie joined the committee 
during a year when the Department of De-
fense is struggling to recover from years of 
readiness account shortfalls. Katie’s experi-
ence as a former surface warfare officer in the 
U.S. Navy along with her expertise as a budg-
et analyst within the Office of Management 
and Budget proved critical in our successful 
effort to markup and adopt one of the broad-
est reaching National Defense Authorization 
Acts in recent memory. Her analytical prowess 
and tenacious appetite for data enabled an 
historic increase in fiscal year 2018 NDAA au-
thorization of additional resourcing for the De-
partment’s facility readiness accounts by over 
2 billion dollars. 

I am grateful to Katie for enduring many late 
nights at work. Her ‘‘can-do’’ attitude and tire-
less work ethic have been infectious. Her will-
ingness to tackle new issues, and to embrace 
the goals I have set for the staff, were truly 
commendable. I have no doubt that as Katie 
continues her career she will achieve great 
things for the Office of Management and 
Budget, the Department of Defense, and her 
country. I appreciate her dedicated staff work 

and wish her the best in all her future endeav-
ors. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
July 27, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
AUGUST 1 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Subcommittee on Superfund, Waste Man-

agement, and Regulatory Oversight 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s Superfund program. 

SD–406 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine America’s 
affordable housing crisis, focusing on 
challenges and solutions. 

SD–215 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Lance Allen Robertson, of 
Oklahoma, to be Assistant Secretary 
for Aging, Brett Giroir, of Texas, and 
Robert P. Kadlec, of New York, both to 
be a Medical Director in the Regular 
Corps of the Public Health Service, and 
to be Assistant Secretary for Prepared-
ness and Response, and Elinore F. 
McCance-Katz, of Rhode Island, to be 
Assistant Secretary for Mental Health 
and Substance Use, all of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
and Jerome M. Adams, of Indiana, to 
be Medical Director in the Regular 
Corps of the Public Health Service, and 
to be Surgeon General of the Public 
Health Service. 

SD–430 

AUGUST 2 

Time to be announced 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
Business meeting to consider S. 154, to 

amend the Small Business Act to en-
sure small businesses affected by the 
onset of transmissible diseases are eli-
gible for disaster relief, S. 650, to 
amend the Small Business Act to ex-
pand tax credit education and training 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:47 Jul 27, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A26JY8.035 E26JYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1063 July 26, 2017 
for small businesses that engage in re-
search and development, S. 690, to ex-
tend the eligibility of redesignated 
areas as HUBZones from 3 years to 7 
years, S. 929, to improve the HUBZone 
program, S. 1038, to require the Admin-
istrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration to submit to Congress a re-
port on the utilization of small busi-
nesses with respect to certain Federal 
contracts, and S. 1428, to amend section 
21 of the Small Business Act to require 
cyber certification for small business 
development center counselors. 

TBA 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Business meeting to consider pending 

calendar business. 
SH–216 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

Subcommittee on Water and Power 
To hold hearings to examine increasing 

water security and drought prepared-
ness through infrastructure, manage-
ment, and innovation. 

SD–366 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

To hold hearings to examine the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation headquarters 
consolidation project. 

SD–406 

2 p.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To receive a closed briefing on the Au-
thorizations for the Use of Military 
Force, focusing on Administration per-
spectives. 

SVC–217 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:47 Jul 27, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\M26JY8.000 E26JYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-08T17:42:36-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




