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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, July 31, 2017, at 4 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
FRIDAY, JULY 28, 2017 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

Pastor Scott Poling, Harvest New Be-
ginnings Church, Oswego, Illinois, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Lord, I pray for these who serve this 
Nation, for they ultimately serve You. 
There is no authority except from God, 
and these gathered here, whether they 
realize it or not, are Your ministers for 
the good of the people of the United 
States of America. 

I pray for the men and women in this 
room and those who will soon fill these 
seats. Help them to acknowledge You, 
come to faith in You, look to You, and 
live in the fear of God and not the fear 
of men. Embolden them to make good 
godly decisions that You deem right, 
based on the authority of Your holy in-
spired word. 

I especially pray for the many Rep-
resentatives who are Your true chil-
dren by faith in Jesus Christ. Grant 
them Your favor and blessing and raise 
them up. Give them supernatural 
strength through the work that they 
do. Give them great wisdom for the de-
cisions they make and the direction in 
which they lead this Nation. 

God, purify their motives, protect 
them from pride, help them bow, lest 
they break, and may they never forget 
Your promise: ‘‘He who honors Me, I 
will honor.’’ 

In Jesus’ name, the only name by 
which we have access to Heaven, I 
pray. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Washington (Ms. 
DELBENE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. DELBENE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING PASTOR SCOTT 
POLING 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
HULTGREN) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today pleased to welcome Pastor Scott 
Poling, who graciously delivered our 
opening prayer in the House this morn-
ing. 

For more than 20 years, Pastor Scott 
has faithfully led the congregation at 
Harvest New Beginnings Church in 
Oswego, Illinois, where my family and 
I attend. 

His passion for evangelism and out-
reach is contagious. Those touched by 
his ministry have seen firsthand his en-

ergy and passion for people around the 
globe. 

When he is not running ultra-mara-
thons or playing tennis, he spends time 
expanding the church’s international 
ministry, and has equipped African 
pastors with the leadership skills to 
carry God’s truth into their congrega-
tions. 

Scott and his wife, Carla, are cele-
brating 26 years of life-giving mar-
riage, along with their five beautiful 
children. 

Pastor Scott, we praise God for how 
your ministry has affected so many, 
and our legislative work is blessed by 
your prayers over us today. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BUCSHON) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 27, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
July 27, 2017, at 6:33 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3364. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five further 
requests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF COLONEL 
SYLVANUS THAYER 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 200th anniver-
sary of Colonel Sylvanus Thayer enter-
ing West Point as the fifth super-
intendent of the United States Military 
Academy. 

Colonel Thayer served 16 years as su-
perintendent and is remembered as the 
‘‘Father of the Military Academy.’’ He 
is responsible for innovations that 
evolved the Academy into the world’s 
premier leader development institu-
tion. His character-based leadership 
education system set new standards 
that are still expected of all cadets 
today. 

The current superintendent is Gen-
eral Bob Caslen, who carries on Colonel 
Thayer’s traditions and instills the 
ideals of duty, honor, and country in 
our future leaders. 

To that end, the West Point Class of 
2017 just graduated, and I congratulate 
the 936 commissioned 2nd lieutenants 
of the United States Army as they take 
their place in the long gray line. The 
class of 2017 has just begun with 1,230 
members beginning their West Point 
experience. 

I thank Colonel Thayer and those 
who follow him for exhibiting courage 
and developing leaders of character in 
the defense of our country. With that, 
I say: Beat Navy. 

f 

REINTRODUCING THE SMART 
ENFORCEMENT ACT 

(Ms. DELBENE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, 26 States 
and the District of Columbia have le-
galized some form of marijuana, in-
cluding my home State of Washington. 
Yet marijuana possession or use for 
any purpose is still prohibited under 
Federal law, leaving my constituents, 
including cancer patients, at risk of 
prosecution. 

That is why today I am reintroducing 
the State Marijuana and Regulatory 
Tolerance Enforcement Act, the 
SMART Enforcement Act. My bill will 
fix the conflict between State and Fed-
eral law by giving States a waiver from 
the Controlled Substances Act. 

It also resolves the banking issues 
currently forcing dispensaries to oper-
ate in an unsafe all-cash basis. 

These waivers will ensure people in 
States that have different laws from 

the Federal Government on marijuana 
are protected from prosecution, pro-
vided they meet certain requirements, 
because people in these States should 
not live in fear of unpredictable ac-
tions from the Attorney General and 
the Department of Justice on this 
issue. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LARRY 
JEFF ELEY, SR. 

(Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Larry 
Jeff Eley, Sr., a friend and strong advo-
cate for farmers, growers, and land-
owners in my home district. He passed 
away suddenly at the age of 71 on July 
17. 

He was well known in Greene County, 
Georgia, as a gentle giant and will be 
remembered for his love for his family 
and his tireless efforts as president of 
the Greene County Farm Bureau and 
his steadfast leadership in the Georgia 
Association of Conservation Districts. 

Farming was Larry’s life. He was a 
guiding force in the community, who 
actively worked with State and local 
leaders to foster and promote a better 
understanding of agriculture. He was a 
leading voice for Georgia’s farmers. 
Larry’s legacy will better ensure that 
our children and grandchildren will ex-
perience the same opportunities to 
enjoy the natural resources of Geor-
gia’s 10th Congressional District just 
as our parents and grandparents. 

Mr. Eley is survived by his wife of 
nearly 50 years, Nancy, and their four 
children and their grandchildren. Dee 
Dee and I both extend our thoughts and 
prayers to the family during this time 
of bereavement. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to have 
known Larry and to witness his passion 
firsthand. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing his unyielding com-
mitment to the State of Georgia and 
our agriculture community. 

f 

GIVING SMALL BUSINESS A 
BETTER DEAL 

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, Don-
ald Trump has now been President for 
188 days, and despite the promises, his 
Republican-controlled Congress has not 
passed a single meaningful piece of job 
creation legislation. 

Last night, we watched as Repub-
licans failed in their latest effort to 
take healthcare from the American 
people. Mr. Speaker, it is time, at last, 
to move on. 

The American people are looking for 
real proposals to create jobs, increase 
wages, and strengthen our economy. 
They are looking for—and they de-
serve—a better deal. 

As the ranking member of the Small 
Business Committee, almost every day 

I hear from entrepreneurs and small 
businesses who create jobs in our com-
munities, and under Democratic plans, 
we will give them tools to further suc-
ceed. 

We will offer small firms tax incen-
tives to bring on and train new employ-
ees. We will invest in apprenticeship 
programs to help meet small busi-
nesses’ workforce needs. We will ex-
pand internet access to fuel the next 
generation of innovation and e-com-
merce. 

I ask my Republican colleagues, at 
long last, give up on this obsession 
with attacking America’s healthcare. 
Instead, let us move forward with giv-
ing America’s workers and small busi-
nesses a better deal. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE E-VERIFY 
SYSTEM 

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of permanently au-
thorizing the E-Verify system and re-
quiring U.S. employers to use the sys-
tem to ensure their employees are eli-
gible to be working in the United 
States. 

I am proud to be a partner with 
United States Senator GRASSLEY of 
Iowa in offering legislation to do so, 
entitled ‘‘The Accountability Through 
Electronic Verification Act.’’ 

E-Verify is a proven system for mak-
ing sure job opportunities are for 
American workers. E-Verify is a deter-
rent against illegal immigration. Ex-
panding it to new workplaces will 
make sure legal American workers are 
not shut out of employment. 

There are 700,000 American busi-
nesses that successfully use the E- 
Verify system. There is no cost for the 
employer or employee to use E-Verify, 
and our legislation will make sure that 
there are no costs passed onto busi-
nesses, their employees, or to cus-
tomers. 

We should be considering practical 
solutions that remove incentives for il-
legal migration into the United States. 
We need E-Verify up and running, and 
we need all employers to participate to 
make it effective. 

I urge cosponsorship and collabora-
tions from both sides of the aisle to im-
plement this effective policy. 

f 

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF 
MELVIN HERBERT EVANS 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pride that I speak on behalf 
of the centennial anniversary of the 
birth of the Honorable Melvin Herbert 
Evans. 

This celebration of Governor Evans’ 
100th birthday is both timely and sym-
bolic. Evans was born in 1917, months 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:55 Jul 28, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28JY7.002 H28JYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6525 July 28, 2017 
after the transfer of the Virgin Islands 
from Denmark to the United States, 
when locals had no citizen rights and 
no mechanism for which they could 
have their own elected representation. 

A son of the soil, he was educated on 
St. Croix, valedictorian of his high 
school class on St. Thomas, and in 1944 
earned his medical degree from Howard 
College of Medicine. He returned to St. 
Croix and was eventually Commis-
sioner of Health of the Virgin Islands. 

In 1969, Evans was appointed Gov-
ernor of the Virgin Islands by Presi-
dent Richard Nixon, earning him the 
distinction of being the territory’s last 
appointed governor, but more impor-
tantly, the territory’s first Black na-
tive governor. 

In 1971, he became the governor elect-
ed by the people of the Virgin Islands 
after a 1970 law which allowed residents 
to elect their governor. 

In 1978, he was elected to the House 
of Representatives in the 96th Con-
gress. And after leaving Congress, he 
was an Ambassador to Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

Governor Evans personifies the evo-
lution of the political maturity of the 
Virgin Islands. His life and legacy sym-
bolized not only the extraordinary 
achievement of Virgin Islanders—given 
little but striving and attaining much 
under the American flag—but also the 
political growth and progress of our Is-
lands from colonial rule to self-govern-
ance. 

f 

PRAISING PRO–ACT 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to praise the work of the 
Council of Southeast Pennsylvania. 
The council provides resources and op-
portunities to reduce the impact of ad-
diction, trauma, and other health-re-
lated issues for the five counties in 
southeastern Pennsylvania through 
intervention, education, and mobiliza-
tion. 

Established in 1997 by the council, 
PRO–ACT works to provided advocacy 
and residence for those suffering from 
the terrible disease of addiction. 
Through workshops and peer advocacy 
meetings for afflicted individuals and 
families, addiction victims can get 
back on their feet and learn necessary 
skills for both recovery and entering 
the workforce. 

I am proud to work with my con-
stituent, Executive Director Beverly 
Haberle, and her administrative team, 
Cindy Mikalauskas and Stacey Con-
away. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to share the 
words of a man named Jim, who stated 
that, through PRO–ACT, ‘‘A fire was lit 
inside of me, my spirit rekindled by 
hope.’’ 

Recovery from addiction is difficult, 
and it is up to remarkable associations 
like the council to serve the south-
eastern Pennsylvania community and 

make sure that these people can suc-
cessfully beat this devastating disease. 

f 

b 0915 

HONORING FOOTBALL PIONEER 
TOM FLORES 

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to introduce a resolution for Tom Flo-
res urging he be inducted into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. 

Tom Flores had an outstanding and 
successful career, both as a quarter-
back and as a head coach. This resolu-
tion pays tribute to his inspiring ath-
letic talents. 

Flores became the first Hispanic 
starting quarterback in professional 
football history and played on two 
Super Bowl-winning teams. Also, he 
was the first Hispanic head coach to 
win two Super Bowls, a feat he accom-
plished on two separate teams, and he 
became the first Hispanic manager in 
the National Football League. He left 
with an impressive lifetime record and 
an 8–3 playoff record. 

Tom has been a trailblazer for His-
panics in the NFL and has motivated a 
generation of new players by showing 
they can compete and win. Let’s enter 
this trailblazer into the Hall of Fame. 

f 

CONGRESS SHOULD REMAIN IN 
WASHINGTON UNTIL A 
HEALTHCARE BILL IS PASSED 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to call upon the 
House leadership to not adjourn until 
we have a healthcare bill. 

Respective committees need to meet 
and walk a new product through reg-
ular order. We know what will and will 
not work, given the voting preroga-
tives of the Members of this body and 
the Senate. 

We understand the needs of our con-
stituents, regardless of their voter reg-
istration. 

We understand it is our job to navi-
gate the complexities of this issue on 
behalf of the American people and 
come up with a product that makes 
good on promises that have been made 
to improve our healthcare system. This 
will take Republicans and Democrats. 

Later this morning, I will be proud to 
once again gather with my colleagues, 
Republicans and Democrats alike, who 
are members of the Problem Solvers 
Caucus, part of no labels, to continue 
our work seeking a bipartisan solution 
to what has become, unfortunately, a 
partisan issue. 

I stand ready to make good on these 
promises and suggest that we remain 
in Washington until that work is com-
plete. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF S. 114, DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS BONUS TRANS-
PARENCY ACT 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 480 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 480 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (S. 114) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to require the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to submit an annual re-
port regarding performance awards and bo-
nuses awarded to certain high-level employ-
ees of the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
All points of order against consideration of 
the bill are waived. The amendment in the 
nature of a substitute printed in the report 
of the Committee on Rules accompanying 
this resolution shall be considered as adopt-
ed. The bill, as amended, shall be considered 
as read. All points of order against provi-
sions in the bill, as amended, are waived. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill, as amended, and on any 
further amendment thereto, to final passage 
without intervening motion except: (1) one 
hour of debate equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs; and 
(2) one motion to recommit with or without 
instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, for the purpose of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
SLAUGHTER), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res. 
480, currently under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I am pleased to bring this rule for-
ward on behalf of the Rules Committee. 
The rule provides for consideration of 
S. 114, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Bonus Transparency Act. 

The rule provides for 1 hour of de-
bate, equally divided between the 
chairman and ranking member of the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. The rule 
also provides for a motion to recom-
mit. 

Mr. Speaker, we can all agree that 
our Nation’s veterans are heroes. They 
deserve our support, gratitude, and rec-
ognition, and they deserve to have the 
promises we as a nation have made to 
them fulfilled. Unfortunately, far too 
often, we fall short of keeping those 
promises. 
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Everyone remembers the scandals 

that shook the Department of Veterans 
Affairs a few years ago, highlighting 
critical problems around the country 
and the need for greater account-
ability. In the wake of these crises of 
mismanagement and wrongdoing, Con-
gress created the Veterans Choice Pro-
gram in 2014 to provide veterans with 
better options to seek out timely, ap-
propriate care from providers in their 
communities rather than wade through 
the outrageous lines, excessive wait 
times, and subpar medical care at Vet-
erans Health Administration facilities. 

The Choice Program isn’t perfect, 
and my colleagues and I are working to 
fix that, but it has been a meaningful 
start and a path to quicker, more con-
venient care for our Nation’s veterans. 
Without congressional action today, we 
risk leaving our heroes without Choice. 
That is not a risk I am willing to take. 

VA Secretary Shulkin has estimated 
that more than 1 million veterans in 
the VA system use some Choice care, 
and that number is expected to in-
crease this year. In fact, today, more 
than 30 percent of the VA appoint-
ments are made with private sector 
providers that have the capacity to re-
lieve some of the burden on our serv-
icemembers and the VA clinics. This 
year alone, more than 18 million ap-
pointments with private doctors have 
been authorized by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

If we fail to take action, these vet-
erans will lose their ability to receive 
prompt care from Choice providers. We 
would be flooding the VA medical fa-
cilities with more patients, even as we 
know that many facilities are still 
overburdened and, in some cases, 
underperforming. 

Let me be clear: This is not a dooms-
day prediction. This is not a Henny 
Penny moment or Hail Mary effort to 
pass an obscure bill. If Congress refuses 
to act today, the Choice Program will 
expire on August 15. 

Chairman ROE has worked diligently 
to ensure that this does not happen. In 
the Senate, my friend and fellow Geor-
gian, Senator JOHNNY ISAKSON, serves 
as chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee. He, too, has worked tire-
lessly to ensure our veterans continue 
to receive care by safeguarding the via-
bility of the Choice Program. 

I have to say, the two chairmen, 
Chairman ROE and Chairman ISAKSON, 
the body is really at a favor having 
those two men working, and the rank-
ing members working alongside of 
them, in this process. So we are con-
tinuing to look forward to this bill 
passing, and many more things to 
come. 

When we understand this, Mr. Speak-
er, I firmly believe that Chairman ROE 
and Chairman ISAKSON, along with 
their respective ranking member coun-
terparts, Mr. WALZ and Mr. TESTER, are 
committed to making the existing sys-
tem work better for veterans. 

I also know that the Choice Program 
needs reform. However, we can’t im-

prove a program that doesn’t exist. We 
must first protect what is good in 
hopes of making it better. 

Today’s underlying bill provides ad-
ditional funds to extend the Choice 
Program for 6 months and provide a 
critical $2.1 billion infusion of funds 
while we move forward with thought-
ful, sustainable reforms. 

I have proposed ideas to make those 
reforms, including the Expanding Ac-
cess to Choice Act, which prevents bu-
reaucracy at the VA from derailing a 
functioning Choice program. I authored 
that bill as a direct response to con-
cerns that were raised by my constitu-
ents in northeast Georgia. 

I am sure that many Members here 
today have similar experiences and 
have heard similar stories from their 
neighbors, and I am confident many 
Members want to fix this program. By 
supporting the rule and the underlying 
bill today, we are taking a step to-
wards making that happen. 

Secretary Shulkin told the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee that, without addi-
tional funding, veterans would wait 
longer to receive the healthcare that 
they deserve. That statement should 
elicit one thing from this body, Mr. 
Speaker, and that is action. 

Yet there are those who would rather 
we shuffle down the road of inaction 
than stand for our veterans today, Mr. 
Speaker. There are some who claim 
Choice represents a move towards pri-
vatization and who have opposed the 
Choice Program from the beginning. 

Let me set the record straight: We 
are not talking about privatizing the 
VA today. We are talking about sus-
taining a program that currently 
serves hundreds of thousands—if not 
millions—of veterans across the coun-
try. This bill is not about privatiza-
tion. It is about breathing 6 months’ 
more life into a program that enables 
veterans to access care more effi-
ciently and effectively. 

This is not the time for partisan ma-
neuvers. Our veterans—their very 
lives—are on the line, and we owe it to 
them to vote to move forward so that 
they receive the care we have promised 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, I am currently in the 
Air Force Reserve, and I have com-
pleted a tour earlier in Iraq. I have wit-
nessed our Armed Forces’ display of 
heroism, and I believe their actions de-
serve recognition. This bill doesn’t 
repay the debt or gratitude we owe our 
veterans, but it brings us closer to ful-
filling our promises by meeting their 
needs. 

The underlying bill authorizes mul-
tiple major medical facility leases, in-
cluding a lease for a facility in Pike 
County, Georgia. In addition, S. 114 en-
hances the recruitment, retention, and 
training of the VA workforce through a 
number of measures, including encour-
aging servicemembers with health-re-
lated occupational specialties to seek 
employment at the Veterans Health 
Administration and expanding hiring 
authority in the case of severe short-

ages of qualified healthcare personnel 
candidates. 

Mr. Speaker, preserving the Choice 
Program and the access to community 
care options that it provides is critical. 
I agree that we can make this program 
better, but we have to provide a path 
to do that. 

Already, I have heard from veterans 
in my district who say clinics are rais-
ing concerns about the availability of 
funds for Choice. We must address this 
issue today, and we must uphold our 
promises to America’s veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

For me, this morning, July 28, could 
be the beginning of a new spirit in the 
House of Representatives because of 
what happened last night in the Sen-
ate. Since we are talking about 
healthcare for veterans, I want to just 
take a moment to talk about 
healthcare for all Americans. 

Last night, we saw a remarkable 
thing happen. We have had a poisonous 
atmosphere around healthcare in the 
United States for the past 7 years. We 
are the last industrial country on the 
planet to provide healthcare for the 
people who count on us for that kind of 
help and support. We can now give that 
up. 

I hope we can take the majority lead-
er at his word that he sees no further 
use in trying to beat this bill to death 
and that we can work together to im-
prove it and get on to other things 
which we are so in need of. 

But I do want to say that I appre-
ciate very much the votes last night. I 
think Senator MCCAIN showed, once 
again, that he is America’s hero. And 
Senators MURKOWSKI and COLLINS cer-
tainly are heroines of mine and I think 
let us know that women in positions of 
power can be counted on. 

So, yesterday, in the Rules Com-
mittee, the majority passed a martial 
law rule granting themselves fast- 
track authority so they could get any-
thing through, which I think scared 
even the Senate. 

I read some news reports claiming 
this was a major victory. It was not a 
victory for either side fighting vi-
ciously over how we want healthcare to 
be given to our citizens, but it was cer-
tainly a victory for the American peo-
ple, hundreds of whom stood last night 
here on the Capitol Grounds outside of 
the Senate begging to be able to con-
tinue their healthcare. 

Imagine somebody with cancer, going 
through all of the pain and agony they 
have to go through, and wondering 
every day what in the world we are 
going to do here. Are they going to be 
left without healthcare, left without 
care that they can afford? 

So I think, without a doubt, this is a 
good morning for all of us who are in 
the Congress of the United States to 
get together and to do better work. 
And I know of no agency, frankly, that 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:35 Jul 29, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28JY7.006 H28JYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6527 July 28, 2017 
needs more attention than the Vet-
erans Administration. 

My personal experience with them 
has been somewhat like Whack-a-Mole: 
we think we have something settled 
and then suddenly we don’t. We have to 
be advocates for every veteran in our 
district, directly to the VA, personally, 
oftentimes simply to get the most sim-
ple kind of treatment done for our vet-
erans. 

It is my wholehearted wish, and has 
been for some time, that we will get 
the Veterans Administration out of the 
building business, where they are abys-
mal failures, and let them concentrate 
on healthcare for veterans, which is 
their number one issue. 

I am very pleased—and let me echo 
what my colleague, Mr. COLLINS, said— 
with leadership both in the House and 
the Senate running the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committees now. Dr. ROE has 
been an exemplary friend to all of us 
and understands exactly what we are 
doing. 

So I think this is important, as Mr. 
COLLINS has pointed out. Veterans 
Choice has not been very popular in my 
district. It is so complicated and so 
complex that it takes a lot of hand- 
holding even to use it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. MITCHELL). 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I am 
here to support House Resolution 480 
that allows for consideration of the 
Veterans Choice Act. 

For a while there, I was confused. I 
wasn’t sure what we were talking 
about there. I thought we were here 
talking about the Veterans Choice Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to support 
the Veterans Choice Act. Our veterans 
selflessly answer the call to protect our 
families, our communities, and all that 
we hold dear. We can never repay our 
veterans for that sacrifice. But our 
country, this government, made our 
veterans a promise to care for them. 
Mr. Speaker, if we do not act today, we 
will breach that promise by denying 
healthcare benefits to those veterans 
who access it through the Choice Pro-
gram. 

This bill will provide $2 billion for 
the Choice Program. Without this step, 
the Choice fund will be depleted by 
mid-August. VA Secretary Shulkin has 
made it clear that community pro-
grams are unable to care for veterans 
who need them if the Choice Program 
is eliminated. 

Sometimes it astonishes me how it is 
that we wait until the last minute here 
to address problems like this. 

Millions of America’s veterans rely 
on the Choice Program. That is mil-
lions of promises we break if we fail to 
pass this legislation today. We cannot 
allow these funds to run out and leave 
our veterans without access to care. 

Contrary to critics, today’s debate is 
not about whether to privatize the VA. 
Secretary Shulkin has openly said nu-

merous times that he has no plans to 
privatize the Veterans Administration. 

Beyond that, today’s debate is about 
people. It is about veterans who al-
ready use the Choice Program who 
would lose access to care if we do not 
pass this legislation. It is about allow-
ing veterans choice. 

b 0930 

Let’s not play politics with our vet-
erans. Over the course of the week, the 
VA Choice and Quality Employment 
Act has been improved with amend-
ments. It would improve the hiring at 
the VA by enhancing recruitment, re-
tention, and training of the VA work-
force, but to those who continue to 
have concerns about veterans’ choice, I 
ask we not let perfect be the enemy of 
good. 

I have learned in life nothing is ever 
perfect. Lord knows I have learned that 
in business. I have certainly found that 
to be true about legislation during my 
short time here in Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, the clock is ticking. We 
must not allow it to run out and de-
fault on the promises we made to vet-
erans. We need to act today. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no other speakers, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support 
the underlying bill we will be voting on 
today. I wish I were able to say that 
more often. 

The bill will fund the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Choice Program for 6 
months and authorize a number of 
leases for major medical facilities 
throughout the country, and I echo its 
major importance. 

The next rule we will be considering 
contains martial law authority that 
will allow the majority to bring up any 
bill they want with hardly any notice 
at all, and I hope we will not use that. 

It has been a long week. Let’s end it 
on a bipartisan note with a strong vote 
in support of this bill before us to help 
veterans across America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I would just again reiterate the point 
of the discussion that this is something 
we need to take up today. This is not 
about the peripheral discussions going 
on concerning Choice, privatization, 
and other things that have derailed 
this discussion. I want to see this move 
forward so we can continue to have via-
ble discussions on Choice, but I would 
also be remiss, Mr. Speaker, if I did not 
at least address the discussion. The 
gentlewoman from New York, who I 
have the greatest respect for, has her 
opinion; I have mine as well. 

I do not believe what happened last 
night in the Senate was, in her words, 
heroic. I believe it was basically a fail-
ure. It was a failure of process. What 
happened last night was not anything 

except the stopping of a process that 
could have included Democrats and Re-
publicans in a conference committee, 
and it was chosen not to move forward. 
That is the reason we come to this 
place, is to move forward. 

I think when we look at this, the dis-
aster that is ObamaCare, and the rea-
sons that we are now keeping it, and 
that the healthcare measure has failed, 
it brings the question to my mind, for 
the ones who have been helped, and I 
have never, from this podium or any-
where else, denied that there were 
many with preexisting conditions and 
other issues who found help, but, if we 
remember the promise, the promise 
was to cover all uninsured. It came no-
where close. The promise was, you can 
keep your doctor if you liked him, you 
can keep your plan if you liked it. The 
promise was that your premiums would 
go down, and the premiums have gone 
up. 

So for all the supporters, then come 
to maybe my district or other districts 
and address those people who have lost 
their insurance, address those people 
whose premiums have gone up, address 
the people like the young lady in Chi-
cago who did get on the ObamaCare ex-
changes, had a premium that was sub-
sidized, but when she realized that she 
couldn’t afford the deductible, she said: 
I might as well have not had it. 

It is one thing to discuss this in 
grand terms, it is another to see the re-
sult in our system. To talk about the 
nominal positives against the crushing 
negatives is not a victory. 

So I think we move forward. Today, 
we have a chance to move forward on 
Choice, today we have a chance to 
move forward and look ahead, but I at 
least say, from this Member’s perspec-
tive, I don’t forget. I understand what 
I have heard for 7 years. 

It has been said many times that the 
current bill is actually gaining in popu-
larity. Well, I just simply point you to 
the only polls that have really 
mattered over the last 7 years, and 
those are elections, and every time 
there was an election and this issue 
was up, ObamaCare lost. I am not sure 
how you can continue to support, with 
any kind of a straight face, that kind 
of abject failure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 

OF H.R. 3180, INTELLIGENCE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2018; WAIVING A REQUIRE-
MENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE 
XIII WITH RESPECT TO CONSID-
ERATION OF CERTAIN RESOLU-
TIONS REPORTED FROM THE 
COMMITTEE ON RULES; AND 
PROVIDING FOR PROCEEDINGS 
DURING THE PERIOD FROM JULY 
31, 2017, THROUGH SEPTEMBER 4, 
2017 
Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, by direc-

tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 481 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 481 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 3180) to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for intelligence 
and intelligence-related activities of the 
United States Government, the Community 
Management Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Disability 
System, and for other purposes. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. The amendment in the nature of a 
substitute recommended by the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence now print-
ed in the bill shall be considered as adopted. 
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the bill, as amended, and on any further 
amendment thereto, to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence; and (2) one motion to recommit with 
or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. The requirement of clause 6(a) of 
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a 
report from the Committee on Rules on the 
same day it is presented to the House is 
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of August 
1, 2017. 

SEC. 3. On any legislative day during the 
period from July 31, 2017, through September 
4, 2017— 

(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the 
previous day shall be considered as approved; 
and 

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the 
House adjourned to meet at a date and time, 
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by 
the Chair in declaring the adjournment. 

SEC. 4. The Speaker may appoint Members 
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the period addressed by section 3 of 
this resolution as though under clause 8(a) of 
rule I. 

SEC. 5. Each day during the period ad-
dressed by section 3 of this resolution shall 
not constitute a calendar day for purposes of 
section 7 of the War Powers Resolution (50 
U.S.C. 1546). 

SEC. 6. Each day during the period ad-
dressed by section 3 of this resolution shall 
not constitute a legislative day for purposes 
of clause 7 of rule XIII. 

SEC. 7. Each day during the period ad-
dressed by section 3 of this resolution shall 
not constitute a calendar or legislative day 
for purposes of clause 7(c)(1) of rule XXII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Wyoming is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of House Resolution 
481, which provides a closed rule for 
consideration of H.R. 3180, the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2018. 

Mr. Speaker, there is nothing we do 
in this body that is more important 
than actions we take for the defense of 
our Nation. We now face a more com-
plex array of threats than we have at 
any time since the end of World War II. 

North Korea continues to test bal-
listic missiles, has successfully tested 
an ICBM, and is continuing to move 
rapidly towards achieving the capa-
bility to strike U.S. soil. 

A resurgent Russia is imposing its 
will across Europe, occupies Crimea, 
and is now using its military to sup-
port the Assad regime in Syria. 

China is increasingly belligerent, 
continues to expand the size of its mili-
tary and create bases on artificial is-
lands in the South China Sea. 

And Iran, Mr. Speaker, continues to 
work on its ballistic missile program 
and expand its influence as it supports 
terror across the Mediterranean and 
the larger Middle East. 

Terrorist groups like al-Qaida and 
ISIS continue to carry out attacks 
across the West and threaten the 
United States. 

We have seen a dramatic increase in 
tensions on the Temple Mount, Mr. 
Speaker, in just the last few weeks, 
and we have men and women in uni-
form deployed around the globe fight-
ing to defend our Nation. 

Our intelligence community plays a 
crucial role in ensuring our decision- 
makers and our warfighters have the 
information they need to keep our Na-
tion secure. 

H.R. 3180 provides the intelligence 
community with the authorization it 
needs to continue working to protect 
and defend the United States, supports 
critical national security programs, 
such as those protecting Americans 
against terrorism, cyber attacks, and 
hostile foreign nations. The bill main-
tains critical congressional oversight 
of the activities of the intelligence 
community, and the bill makes no 
changes to any surveillance authori-
ties, including those set to expire, 
which we will take up later this year in 
legislation separate from this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, earlier 
this week, H.R. 3180 was considered 

under suspension of the rules, which is 
not at all uncommon for bills, like this 
one, that receive unanimous bipartisan 
support in committee. 

While the bill received well over 50 
percent of the votes of the House, it did 
not achieve the required two-thirds 
majority to pass under suspension, 
which is why we are here today debat-
ing this rule. 

A large portion of this bill, Mr. 
Speaker, is understandably, as it 
should be, classified, which requires 
Members of this body to review the bill 
in the SCIF. 

I want to personally thank members 
of the Intelligence Committee and 
their staff for facilitating that process 
and making it so easy for Members of 
this House to undertake. A bipartisan 
notice was sent out, provided to Mem-
bers, informing us of the availability of 
the text for review. And the text, Mr. 
Speaker, was available for 10 days, 
twice as long as last year’s bill. 

My staff simply had to call and in-
form the committee that I would like 
to review the bill, and the committee 
asked when I would be available, and 
they made sure that a member of the 
committee staff was also there to an-
swer any questions I had. 

The process itself was seamless, was 
very easy, and was facilitated by the 
members of the Intelligence Com-
mittee staff. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a good and im-
portant bill. It supports the men and 
women in our intelligence community 
and the work they do to keep us safe. 
This is not an issue we should politi-
cize or subject to partisan debate. 

The intelligence community plays a 
critical role in the defense of our Na-
tion, and we need to support them, Mr. 
Speaker, by supporting this bill. There-
fore, I urge support for the rule to 
allow consideration of H.R. 3180. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Ms. CHENEY) 
for yielding me the customary 30 min-
utes for debate, and I rise to debate the 
rule for H.R. 3180, the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 

I was somewhat dismayed earlier this 
week when my friends across the aisle 
attempted to jam today’s bill through 
this body by jettisoning regular order 
and bringing the bill up under suspen-
sion. 

Luckily, we can add this shortsighted 
attempt at governing to their long list 
of legislative failures. And although I 
may be pleased that their suspension 
shenanigans failed, my frustration was 
born anew when we were informed that 
the bill would come to the floor under 
yet another closed rule. 

This is all bad enough, and I will 
come back to it in a moment, but first 
we need to discuss the blanket martial 
law provision that my friends on the 
other side put into this rule. 

This move, especially when consid-
ered in the context of those mentioned 
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above, truly elevated poor governing to 
an art form. 
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I want the American people, Repub-
lican and Democrat and Independents 
alike, to be crystal clear on what is 
happening here today. By putting a 
blanket martial law provision into this 
rule, my friends across the aisle were 
trying to make it as easy as possible 
for them to pass a healthcare bill that 
they had never seen. The bill would 
have surely ripped healthcare away 
from millions of Americans and 
unceremoniously upended one-sixth of 
our economy. 

Thankfully, Senators COLLINS, MUR-
KOWSKI, and MCCAIN, and tens of thou-
sands of regular Americans-turned-ac-
tivists ensured that this effort failed. 

Since day one, the approach of my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
on healthcare or, for that matter, any 
number of other important issues has 
been horrendous. It has been rushed; it 
has been secretive; it has been chaotic; 
and it has been inspired by the desire 
for a cheap win rather than the desire 
to make our healthcare system strong-
er and more widely available to all 
Americans. 

Truly, whether it is healthcare, vet-
erans, or the authorization of funding 
for something as important as our in-
telligence community, the approach 
leaves some of us bewildered, dis-
mayed, and gravely concerned for the 
well-being of our country. 

Indeed, when discussing something as 
important as the authorization for 
funding for the intelligence commu-
nity, we ought to proceed in a manner 
that allows all Members of this body 
the opportunity to weigh in with their 
concerns. This closed process does a 
disservice not only to those of us who 
do not sit on the committee of jurisdic-
tion, but also the intelligence commu-
nity and the American people. 

As an example, when I did sit on this 
committee, I was vice chair of the 
House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence, and I worked diligently to 
ensure that minorities were given 
equal opportunity to break into the 
upper ranks of the intelligence commu-
nity. 

Since leaving that committee, I have 
continued this important work and in-
troduced an amendment to a previous 
iteration of the underlying bill that 
called for the Director of National In-
telligence to put forth a plan that 
would encourage diversity hires 
throughout the intelligence commu-
nity. Frustratingly, I am stripped of 
such an opportunity today because of 
the Republican leadership’s unyielding 
devotion to perpetuating a closed proc-
ess. 

Additionally, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE), my friend, 
has also offered amendments to the un-
derlying bill in the past that call for an 
increase in the recruitment and train-
ing of minorities as officers and em-
ployees of the Central Intelligence 

Agency. She, like the majority of our 
colleagues, will not be afforded a simi-
lar opportunity this time around. 

This is troublesome because diversity 
is a mission imperative for the intel-
ligence community. Not only do we 
need to see minorities have more op-
portunities to climb the ranks, but we 
also need to recruit Americans who 
will be able to blend in, speak foreign 
languages, and understand the cultures 
in countries that are now central to 
our foreign policy interests. 

At the end of the day, such diversity 
is achieved through the hiring process, 
and, therefore, we need to ensure that 
we are hiring Arab Americans, Iranian 
Americans, Pakistani Americans, Chi-
nese Americans, Korean Americans, 
women, gays, and many other Ameri-
cans from diverse backgrounds as we 
confront a myriad of threats and work 
harder to better understand our adver-
saries, wherever they may lurk. We do 
not seek this diversity in the name of 
political correctness but, rather, in the 
name of national security. As I have 
said before, if the intelligence commu-
nity is to succeed in its global mission, 
it must have a global face. 

I have no doubt that scores of Mem-
bers would like to have offered amend-
ments addressing the issues I have just 
mentioned as well as many other issues 
that are of particular concern to them 
and their constituents. Unfortunately, 
under this rule, they will not be af-
forded such an opportunity today. 

Those who work in the intelligence 
community serve our country faith-
fully and bravely, knowing that they 
will never receive the public recogni-
tion they so richly deserve. In fact, 
they have served and continue to serve 
knowing that not only will they not re-
ceive well-earned accolades, but that 
they will, upon occasion, have to en-
dure unfounded and offensive state-
ments from this administration. These 
statements began before the current 
administration even moved in down 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

I quote the following from the admin-
istration’s, President’s, Twitter ac-
count: ‘‘Intelligence agencies should 
never have allowed this fake news to 
‘leak’ into the public. One last shot at 
me. Are we living in Nazi Germany?’’ 

I find that shameful and absolutely 
unfounded in making such a statement. 
Comparing these brave and patriotic 
Americans to Nazis? You really have to 
be kidding me. 

As a former member of HPSCI, I will 
not sit idly by while anyone maligns 
the honorable work these proud Ameri-
cans do day in and day out to protect 
our country. But it seems that, with 
this closed process and their continued 
support of President Donald John 
Trump, even as he slowly erodes the 
foundation of our democracy one tweet 
at a time, is exactly what my friends 
and the Republican Congress are doing. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

My colleague from Florida, with 
whom I have had the privilege of spend-
ing many hours in the Rules Com-
mittee debating this and a range of 
other issues, raised a number of points 
I think that are important to clarify. 

First of all on the issue of minority 
recruitment, last night, in the Rules 
Committee, in open session, Chairman 
NUNES was asked about this, and he 
testified very clearly and directly that 
diversity is very important, that it is 
mission-critical for the reasons that 
my colleague from Florida stated. 

I can report that there are several 
provisions in the classified annex—I 
won’t go into the details about them— 
with which my colleague may or may 
not be familiar that support the whole 
notion of Centers of Academic Excel-
lence, which are particularly focused 
on recruiting young people, recruiting 
minorities and young people across the 
board for service in the intelligence 
community. 

We tend, in these rule discussions, 
Mr. Speaker, to have a lot of argu-
ments and criticism of procedure. The 
Democrats this morning seem to be 
particularly concerned about our same- 
day authority. But I would just note, 
Mr. Speaker, I am certainly confident 
that my constituents who are watching 
this—and, I would say, probably most 
Americans watching—would under-
stand the importance of the House of 
Representatives getting its work done 
in a timely manner. And certainly, 
when it comes to healthcare, the argu-
ments and the criticism from the other 
side of the aisle lose a little bit of their 
credibility when they simultaneously 
attack the Republicans for moving too 
slowly and then also for moving too 
quickly. 

What I can tell you is we are debat-
ing hugely important issues and hugely 
important topics. We are absolutely 
committed to repealing and replacing 
ObamaCare. It is a system that is col-
lapsing. It is a system that has dev-
astated the lives of people across this 
country. It is a system that has driven 
premiums and deductibles through the 
roof. It has absolutely limited people’s 
choice in terms of insurance plans, in 
terms of healthcare providers. It is a 
system that is failing. 

We have seen the Democrats’ funda-
mental approach was a government 
mandate and their attempt to force 
people across this Nation to buy health 
insurance. They thought that, through 
a government mandate, they would be 
able to force young people into these 
insurance pools and, therefore, drive 
the cost down. That is not what hap-
pened. It didn’t work. 

We know we have got to put in place 
a system that will be able to provide 
people the kind of care that they need, 
access, as well as lowering the cost and 
increasing availability. So there are a 
whole range of very important sub-
stantive efforts going on. 

I think that it is clear that the folks 
on the other side of the aisle don’t sup-
port the direction we are going in, may 
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not support the policy, but the people 
across this Nation—certainly, in my 
home State of Wyoming—spoke very 
clearly last November that they want-
ed a change, that they wanted to see 
the government reduce its role in their 
lives, and that they wanted to see us 
begin the process of building our mili-
tary, rebuilding what has been lost 
over the course of the last 8 years, as 
well as rebuilding the facilities and the 
capabilities of our intelligence commu-
nity, and that is exactly what this bill 
does. That is exactly what we are here 
doing this morning. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that is why it is 
so important that my colleagues sup-
port this rule, that we provide the au-
thority that the intelligence commu-
nity needs through this bill to continue 
to do its important work to keep us 
safe. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
The brazen and reckless manner in 

which this bill was first brought to the 
floor is evidence that my friends across 
the aisle have still not figured out how 
to govern. The learning curve may be 
steep, but it is not that steep. 

Quite simply, my friends, it is time 
for you to start governing responsibly, 
not with closed rules and martial law, 
without hearings, and without CBO 
scores, but through regular order, with 
an opportunity for all Members and, 
through them, their constituents to 
take part in legislating. The White 
House may be in chaos, but that is no 
reason for the House to legislate in a 
similar manner. 

For the good of the country, we must 
return to regular order. We must work 
to ensure that those serving in the in-
telligence community are able to do 
their best work, to do it as safely as 
possible, and to do it knowing that 
they will receive the respect they de-
serve from all branches of their govern-
ment. I worry that they, increasingly, 
do not receive this respect, and that 
this disrespect, should it continue, will 
make it more difficult for us to retain 
and recruit the talent we so des-
perately need to protect our national 
security. 

Of course, the intelligence commu-
nity is only one part of our national se-
curity apparatus. The men and women 
in our military are an equally impor-
tant part of maintaining our national 
security. And, unfortunately, we 
learned just yesterday that these brave 
servicemembers are not immune from 
baseless attacks from the administra-
tion. 

It was announced, on the 69th anni-
versary of President Truman’s issuing 
an executive order that desegregated 
the Armed Forces, that transgender 
servicemembers would no longer be 
able to serve in the military. Were 
these individuals, numbering between 
10,000 and 15,000, banned because they 
are not brave, because they are not pa-
triotic, because they are incapable of 
meeting the rigorous requirements of 

being in the military? No, they have 
been banned because bigotry defeated 
decency yesterday, and they have been 
banned because of who they are. 

As I mentioned the other evening, I 
had three uncles who were in the 
Army. They served proudly. They 
served bravely. They served in a seg-
regated Army. Two of them received 
purple hearts. 

b 1000 

It was a great offense that they had 
to serve in a segregated Army in which 
they were made to feel that somehow 
their bravery, their patriotism, and 
their devotion to their brothers in 
arms was somehow less because of the 
color of their skin. 

President Truman knew this was 
wrong, and he ended it. Simply put, 
President Truman knew then what our 
current President is incapable of un-
derstanding today: the strength of our 
military is not found in the race or the 
religion or the creed or the sex or the 
gender identity of its servicemembers, 
but rather in the bravery and honor ex-
hibited by these individuals on a daily 
basis. They, like all of us here today, 
are proud citizens of this country. 
They, like all of us here today, are 
God’s children. I thank them for their 
service to our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on 
the rule, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 481 
and the underlying bill, H.R. 3180, en-
sure the men and women of our intel-
ligence community have the tools and 
the resources they need to continue the 
vital role they play in helping us ad-
dress the threats facing our Nation. 

I do want to point out, Mr. Speaker, 
my colleague is accusing the Repub-
licans of being brazen and reckless be-
cause of our same-day rulemaking au-
thority. I would only note that in the 
111th Congress, when they were in the 
majority, they enacted this process 26 
times; in the 110th Congress, 17 times. 

It is an important ability for us to 
have when we know we might need to 
move quickly on something. As a mem-
ber of the Rules Committee, I am com-
mitted to ensuring we do everything 
possible to make sure that we are able 
to bring bills to this floor that carry 
out the kind of changes and improve-
ments that the people of this Nation 
sent us all here to undertake. 

I was really disappointed, Mr. Speak-
er, earlier this week when this bill was 
defeated under suspension of the rules. 
There are many things that are par-
tisan issues in this body, and it is too 
bad when the minority uses the Intel-
ligence Authorization bill as part of a 
political stunt to make what should be 
a bipartisan process and a bipartisan 
committee appear partisan. 

The bill, H.R. 3108, received unani-
mous support in committee, and I cer-
tainly hope today, Mr. Speaker, that 
the minority members of that com-

mittee, and frankly all on the minority 
side who understand the importance of 
the intelligence community in keeping 
our Nation safe, will put aside the par-
tisanship, will put aside the games that 
the American people are so tired of, 
and will join me in supporting a good, 
effective, and important bill, that, 
frankly, the minority members in the 
Intelligence Committee worked very 
hard to help craft. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of both 
the rule and H.R. 3180. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 224, nays 
186, not voting 23, as follows: 

[Roll No. 436] 

YEAS—224 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Bost 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Cook 
Costa 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Emmer 

Estes (KS) 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garrett 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Handel 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 

Latta 
Lewis (MN) 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marino 
Marshall 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Murphy (PA) 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Norman 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Posey 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce (CA) 
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Russell 
Rutherford 
Sanford 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smucker 

Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Trott 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 

Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (IA) 

NAYS—186 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Amash 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Courtney 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Ellison 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 

Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hanabusa 
Hastings 
Heck 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Massie 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Moulton 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 

O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Rosen 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Speier 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—23 

Bass 
Clay 
Collins (NY) 
Conyers 
Costello (PA) 
Cummings 
Donovan 
Engel 
Graves (MO) 

Gutiérrez 
Hollingsworth 
Hunter 
King (NY) 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Napolitano 
Richmond 

Rooney, Thomas 
J. 

Roskam 
Scalise 
Waters, Maxine 
Webster (FL) 
Young (AK) 
Zeldin 

b 1027 

Messrs. SUOZZI and HOYER changed 
their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. FERGUSON changed his vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

b 1030 

PRIVILEGED REPORT ON RESOLU-
TION OF INQUIRY TO THE SEC-
RETARY OF THE TREASURY 

Mr. HENSARLING, from the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, sub-
mitted an adverse privileged report 
(Rept. No. 115–265) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 442) of inquiry directing the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to provide cer-
tain documents in the Secretary’s pos-
session to the House of Representatives 
relating to President Trump’s financial 
connections to Russia, certain illegal 
financial schemes, and related informa-
tion, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS BONUS TRANSPARENCY 
ACT 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROE of TENNESSEE. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on S. 114, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 

pursuant to House Resolution 480, I 
call up the bill (S. 114) to amend title 
38, United States Code, to require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to sub-
mit an annual report regarding per-
formance awards and bonuses awarded 
to certain high-level employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 480, the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute printed in House Report 115–262, 
shall be considered as adopted, and the 
bill, as amended, is considered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘VA Choice and Quality Employment 
Act of 2017’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
TITLE I—APPROPRIATION OF AMOUNTS 

FOR VETERANS CHOICE PROGRAM 
Sec. 101. Appropriation of amounts for Vet-

erans Choice Program. 
TITLE II—PERSONNEL MATTERS 

Sec. 201. Modification to annual determina-
tion of staffing shortages in 
Veterans Health Administra-
tion. 

Sec. 202. Establishment of Department of 
Veterans Affairs Executive 
Management Fellowship Pro-
gram. 

Sec. 203. Accountability of leaders for man-
aging the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

Sec. 204. Reemployment of former employ-
ees at Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

Sec. 205. Promotional opportunities for 
technical experts at Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

Sec. 206. Employment of students and recent 
graduates by Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

Sec. 207. Encouragement of transition of 
military medical professionals 
into employment with Veterans 
Health Administration. 

Sec. 208. Recruiting database at Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

Sec. 209. Training for human resources pro-
fessionals of Veterans Health 
Administration on recruitment 
and retention. 

Sec. 210. Plan to hire directors of medical 
centers of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

Sec. 211. Exit surveys at Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

Sec. 212. Requirement that physician assist-
ants employed by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs re-
ceive competitive pay. 

Sec. 213. Expansion of direct-hiring author-
ity for Department of Veterans 
Affairs in case of shortage of 
highly qualified candidates. 

Sec. 214. Comptroller General of the United 
States assessment of succession 
planning at Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

TITLE III—MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY 
LEASES 

Sec. 301. Authorization of certain major 
medical facility leases of the 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

Sec. 302. Authorization of appropriations for 
medical facility leases. 

TITLE IV—OTHER MATTERS 
Sec. 401. Extension of reduction in amount 

of pension furnished by Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for 
certain veterans covered by 
medicaid plans for services fur-
nished by nursing facilities. 

Sec. 402. Extension of requirement for col-
lection of fees for housing loans 
guaranteed by Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. 

Sec. 403. Extension of authority to use in-
come information. 

TITLE I—APPROPRIATION OF AMOUNTS 
FOR VETERANS CHOICE PROGRAM 

SEC. 101. APPROPRIATION OF AMOUNTS FOR 
VETERANS CHOICE PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 
appropriated, and is appropriated, to the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, out of any 
funds in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, $2,100,000,000 to be deposited in the 
Veterans Choice Fund under section 802 of 
the Veterans Access, Choice, and Account-
ability Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–146; 38 
U.S.C. 1701 note). 

(b) AVAILABILITY.—The amount appro-
priated under subsection (a) shall remain 
available until expended. 

TITLE II—PERSONNEL MATTERS 
SEC. 201. MODIFICATION TO ANNUAL DETER-

MINATION OF STAFFING SHORT-
AGES IN VETERANS HEALTH ADMIN-
ISTRATION. 

Section 7412(a) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended— 
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(1) by striking ‘‘the five occupations’’ and 

inserting ‘‘at a minimum, the five clinical 
occupations and the five nonclinical occupa-
tions’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘throughout the Depart-
ment’’ and inserting ‘‘with respect to each 
medical center of the Department,’’. 
SEC. 202. ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF 

VETERANS AFFAIRS EXECUTIVE 
MANAGEMENT FELLOWSHIP PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM.—Chapter 7 of 
title 38, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sub-
chapter: 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III—EXECUTIVE 
MANAGEMENT FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 

‘‘§ 741. Executive Management Fellowship 
Program 
‘‘(a) FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM.—There is in the 

Department an Executive Management Fel-
lowship Program. The purpose of the pro-
gram shall be to provide— 

‘‘(1) eligible employees of the Veterans 
Benefits Administration and the Veterans 
Health Administration with training and ex-
perience in the private sector; and 

‘‘(2) eligible employees of a private-sector 
entity with training and experience in the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

‘‘(b) FELLOWSHIP.—(1) A fellowship pro-
vided under this section is a 1-year fellow-
ship during which— 

‘‘(A) with respect to a Department partici-
pant, the participant receives training and 
experience at a private-sector entity that is 
engaged in the administration and delivery 
of health care or other services similar to 
the benefits administered by the Secretary; 
and 

‘‘(B) with respect to a private-sector par-
ticipant, the participant receives training 
and experience at the Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration or the Veterans Health Admin-
istration. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall enter into such 
agreements with private-sector entities as 
are necessary to carry out this section. 

‘‘(c) SELECTION OF RECIPIENTS.—(1) In Au-
gust of each year, the Secretary shall se-
lect— 

‘‘(A) not fewer than 18 and not more than 
30 eligible employees of the Veterans Bene-
fits Administration and the Veterans Health 
Administration to receive a fellowship under 
this section; and 

‘‘(B) not fewer than 18 and not more than 
30 eligible employees of private-sector enti-
ties to receive a fellowship under this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(2) To the extent practicable, the Sec-
retary shall select eligible employees under 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1) 
from among eligible employees who are vet-
erans in a manner that is reflective of the 
demographics of the veteran population of 
the United States and that whenever prac-
ticable provides a preference to such employ-
ees who represent or service rural areas. 

‘‘(d) ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEES.—For the pur-
poses of this section, an eligible employee 
is— 

‘‘(1) with respect to an employee of the 
Veterans Benefits Administration or the 
Veterans Health Administration, an em-
ployee who— 

‘‘(A) is compensated at a rate of basic pay 
not less than the minimum rate of basic pay 
payable for grade GS–14 of the General 
Schedule and not more than either the min-
imum rate of basic pay payable to a member 
of the Senior Executive Service under sec-
tion 5382 of title 5 or the minimum rate of 
basic pay payable pursuant to chapter 74 of 
this title, as the case may be; 

‘‘(B) enters into an agreement with the 
Secretary under subsection (e); and 

‘‘(C) submits to the Secretary an applica-
tion containing such information and assur-
ances as the Secretary may require; and 

‘‘(2) with respect to an employee of a pri-
vate-sector entity, an employee who— 

‘‘(A) is employed in a position whose duties 
and responsibilities are commensurate with 
an employee of the Department described in 
paragraph (1); 

‘‘(B) enters into an agreement with the 
Secretary under subsection (e); and 

‘‘(C) submits to the Secretary an applica-
tion containing such information and assur-
ances as the Secretary may require. 

‘‘(e) AGREEMENTS.—(1) An agreement be-
tween the Secretary and a Department par-
ticipant shall be in writing, shall be signed 
by the participant, and shall include the fol-
lowing provisions: 

‘‘(A) The Secretary’s agreement to provide 
the participant with a fellowship under this 
section; 

‘‘(B) The participant’s agreement— 
‘‘(i) to accept the fellowship; 
‘‘(ii) after completion of the fellowship, to 

serve as a full-time employee in the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration or the Vet-
erans Health Administration for at least 2 
years as specified in the agreement; and 

‘‘(iii) that, during the 2-year period begin-
ning on the last day of the fellowship, the 
participant will not accept employment in 
the same industry as the industry of the pri-
vate-sector entity at which the participant 
accepts the fellowship. 

‘‘(C) A provision that any financial obliga-
tion of the United States arising out of an 
agreement entered into under this sub-
chapter, and any obligation of the partici-
pant which is conditioned on such agree-
ment, is contingent upon funds being appro-
priated. 

‘‘(D) A statement of the damages to which 
the United States is entitled under this sub-
chapter for the participant’s breach of the 
agreement. 

‘‘(E) Such other terms as the Secretary de-
termines are required to be included in the 
agreement. 

‘‘(2) An agreement between the Secretary 
and a private-sector participant shall be in 
writing, shall be signed by the participant, 
and shall include the following provisions: 

‘‘(A) The Secretary’s agreement to provide 
the participant with a fellowship under this 
section. 

‘‘(B) The participant’s agreement to accept 
the fellowship. 

‘‘(C) Such other terms as the Secretary de-
termines are required to be included in the 
agreement. 

‘‘(f) TREATMENT OF RECIPIENTS.—(1) A De-
partment participant shall be considered an 
employee of the Department for all purposes, 
including for purposes of receiving a salary 
and benefits, and shall remain eligible for all 
promotion and incentive programs otherwise 
available to such an employee. 

‘‘(2) A private-sector participant shall be 
considered an employee of the private-sector 
entity that employs the participant for all 
purposes, including for purposes of receiving 
a salary and benefits, and during the fellow-
ship shall be treated as a contractor of the 
Department. 

‘‘(g) REPORTS.—(1) Not later than 60 days 
after completing a fellowship under this sec-
tion, a recipient of the fellowship shall sub-
mit to the Secretary a report on the fellow-
ship. 

‘‘(2) Each such report shall describe the du-
ties of the recipient during the fellowship 
and any recommendations of the recipient 
for the application by the Secretary of indus-
try processes, technologies, and best prac-
tices. 

‘‘(3) Not later than 7 days after receiving 
each such report, the Secretary shall submit 

to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the Senate and House of Representatives 
such report without change. 

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘Department participant’ 

means an employee of the Veterans Benefits 
Administration or the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration who is participating in the fel-
lowship under this section. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘private-sector entity’ in-
cludes an entity operating under a public- 
private partnership. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘private-sector participant’ 
means an employee of a private-sector entity 
who is participating in the fellowship under 
this section.’’. 

(b) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs shall implement the Executive Man-
agement Fellowship Program required under 
section 741 of title 38, United States Code, as 
added by subsection (a). 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 7 of title 
38, United States Code, is amended by adding 
at the end the following new items: 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III—EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT 
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 

‘‘741. Executive Management Fellowship Pro-
gram.’’. 

SEC. 203. ACCOUNTABILITY OF LEADERS FOR 
MANAGING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 7 
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following new section: 

‘‘§ 725. Annual performance plan for political 
appointees 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct an annual performance plan for each po-
litical appointee of the Department that is 
similar to the annual performance plan con-
ducted for an employee of the Department 
who is appointed as a career appointee (as 
that term is defined in section 3132(a) of title 
5) within the Senior Executive Service at the 
Department. 

‘‘(b) ELEMENTS OF PLAN.—Each annual per-
formance plan conducted under subsection 
(a) with respect to a political appointee of 
the Department shall include an assessment 
of whether the appointee is meeting the fol-
lowing goals: 

‘‘(1) Recruiting, selecting, and retaining 
well-qualified individuals for employment at 
the Department. 

‘‘(2) Engaging and motivating employees. 
‘‘(3) Training and developing employees 

and preparing those employees for future 
leadership roles within the Department. 

‘‘(4) Holding each employee of the Depart-
ment that is a manager accountable for ad-
dressing issues relating to performance, in 
particular issues relating to the performance 
of employees that report to the manager. 

‘‘(c) DEFINITION OF POLITICAL APPOINTEE.— 
In this section, the term ‘political appointee’ 
means an employee of the Department who 
holds— 

‘‘(1) a position which has been excepted 
from the competitive service by reason of its 
confidential, policy-determining, policy- 
making, or policy-advocating character; or 

‘‘(2) a position in the Senior Executive 
Service as a noncareer appointee (as such 
term is defined in section 3132(a) of title 5).’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 7 of such 
title is amended by inserting after the item 
relating to section 723 the following new 
item: 

‘‘725. Annual performance plan for political 
appointees.’’. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:55 Jul 28, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0636 Sfmt 0655 E:\CR\FM\A28JY7.005 H28JYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6533 July 28, 2017 
SEC. 204. REEMPLOYMENT OF FORMER EMPLOY-

EES AT DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sections 
3309 through 3318 of title 5, United States 
Code, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may 
noncompetitively appoint a qualified former 
career or career conditional employee to any 
position within the competitive service at 
the Department of Veterans Affairs that is 
one grade or equivalent higher than the 
grade or equivalent of the position at the De-
partment most recently occupied by the em-
ployee. 

(b) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not 
appoint a qualified former employee to a po-
sition that is more than one grade (or equiv-
alent) higher than the position at the De-
partment most recently occupied by the em-
ployee. 

(c) DEFINITION OF QUALIFIED FORMER EM-
PLOYEE.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘‘qualified former employee’’ means 
any individual who— 

(1) formerly occupied any career or career 
conditional position at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs within 2 years before apply-
ing for reemployment at the Department; 

(2) voluntarily left such position, or was 
subject to a reduction in force, and had a 
satisfactory performance record while occu-
pying such position; and 

(3) since leaving such position has main-
tained licensing requirements, related to the 
position, if any, and gained skill, knowledge, 
or other factors related to the position. 
SEC. 205. PROMOTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

TECHNICAL EXPERTS AT DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

Not later than one year after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall establish a pro-
motional track system for employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs that the Sec-
retary determines are technical experts pur-
suant to regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary for purposes of carrying out this sec-
tion. Such system shall— 

(1) provide any such employee the oppor-
tunity to advance within the Department 
without being required to transition to a 
management position; and 

(2) for purposes of achieving career ad-
vancement— 

(A) provide for the establishment of new 
positions within the Department; and 

(B) notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, provide for increases in pay for any such 
employee. 
SEC. 206. EMPLOYMENT OF STUDENTS AND RE-

CENT GRADUATES BY DEPARTMENT 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall prescribe regulations to 
allow for excepted service appointments of 
students and recent graduates leading to 
conversion to career or career conditional 
employment of a student or recent graduate 
of a qualifying educational institution, as 
defined by the Department. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The conversion author-
ity described in subsection (a) shall be appli-
cable to individuals in good standing who— 

(1) are employed in a qualifying internship 
or fellowship program at the Department; 

(2) are employed in the Department in a 
volunteer capacity and performing sub-
stantive duties comparable to those of indi-
viduals in internship or fellowship programs 
and meet the required number of hours for 
conversion; 

(3) are employed in the Department under 
a contract or agreement with an external 
nonprofit organization and performing sub-
stantive duties comparable to those of indi-
viduals in internship or fellowship programs; 

(4) have received educational assistance 
under chapter 33 of title 38, United States 
Code; or 

(5) graduated from a qualifying edu-
cational institution, as defined by the De-
partment, and have not reached 30 years of 
age. 

(c) UNIFORMITY.—For the purposes of para-
graphs (2) and (3) of subsection (b), hours of 
work performed by an individual employed 
shall be considered equal to those performed 
by an individual employed in a qualifying in-
ternship or fellowship program by the De-
partment. 
SEC. 207. ENCOURAGEMENT OF TRANSITION OF 

MILITARY MEDICAL PROFES-
SIONALS INTO EMPLOYMENT WITH 
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRA-
TION. 

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall es-
tablish a program to encourage an individual 
who serves in the Armed Forces with a mili-
tary occupational specialty relating to the 
provision of health care to seek employment 
with the Veterans Health Administration 
when the individual has been discharged or 
released from service in the Armed Forces or 
is contemplating separating from such serv-
ice. 
SEC. 208. RECRUITING DATABASE AT DEPART-

MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs shall establish a single data-
base that lists— 

(1) each vacant position in the Department 
of Veterans Affairs that the Secretary deter-
mines is critical to the mission of the De-
partment, difficult to fill, or both; and 

(2) each vacant position in the Department 
of Veterans Affairs for a mental health pro-
fessional. 

(b) QUALIFIED APPLICANT.—If the Secretary 
determines that an applicant for a vacant 
position listed in the database established 
under subsection (a) is qualified for such po-
sition but does not select the applicant for 
such position, the Secretary, at the election 
of the applicant, may consider the applicant 
for other similar vacant positions listed in 
the database for which the applicant is quali-
fied. 

(c) PROLONGED VACANCIES.—If the Sec-
retary does not fill a vacant position listed 
in the database established under subsection 
(a) after a period determined appropriate by 
the Secretary, the Secretary— 

(1) may ensure that applicants described in 
subsection (b) are considered for such posi-
tion; and 

(2) may use the database established under 
subsection (a) to assist in filling such posi-
tion. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 
on the use and efficacy of the database estab-
lished under subsection (a). 
SEC. 209. TRAINING FOR HUMAN RESOURCES 

PROFESSIONALS OF VETERANS 
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION ON RE-
CRUITMENT AND RETENTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall provide to human re-
sources professionals of the Veterans Health 
Administration training on how to best re-
cruit and retain employees of the Veterans 
Health Administration, including with re-
spect to any recruitment and retention mat-
ters that are unique to the Veterans Health 
Administration pursuant to chapter 74 of 
title 38, United States Code, or other provi-
sions of law. 

(b) VIRTUAL TRAINING.—Training provided 
under this section shall be provided vir-
tually. 

(c) AMOUNT OF TRAINING.—The Secretary 
shall ensure that each human resources pro-
fessional of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion receives the training described in sub-
section (a)— 

(1) as soon as practicable after being hired 
by the Secretary as a human resources pro-
fessional; and 

(2) annually thereafter. 
(d) CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall re-

quire that each human resources profes-
sional of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion, upon the completion of the training de-
scribed in subsection (a), certifies that the 
professional received the training and under-
stands the information provided by the 
training. 

(e) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not less frequently 
than annually, the Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the training described in subsection 
(a), including the cost of providing such 
training and the number of human resources 
professionals who received such training dur-
ing the year covered by the report. 
SEC. 210. PLAN TO HIRE DIRECTORS OF MEDICAL 

CENTERS OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) PLAN.—Not later than 120 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall develop and 
implement a plan to hire highly qualified di-
rectors for each medical center of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs that lacks a 
permanent director as of the date of the 
plan. 

(b) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall 
prioritize under the plan developed under 
subsection (a) the hiring of directors for 
medical centers that have not had a perma-
nent director for the longest periods. 

(c) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The plan devel-
oped under subsection (a) shall include the 
following: 

(1) A deadline to hire directors of medical 
centers of the Department as described in 
such subsection. 

(2) Identification of the possible impedi-
ments to such hiring. 

(3) Identification of opportunities to pro-
mote and train candidates from within the 
Department to senior executive positions in 
the Department, including as directors of 
medical centers. 

(d) SUBMITTAL OF PLAN.—Not later than 120 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the House of Representatives the plan devel-
oped under subsection (a). 

(e) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, and not later than 180 days there-
after, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the House of Representatives a report con-
taining a list of each medical center of the 
Department that lacks a permanent director 
as of the date of the report. 
SEC. 211. EXIT SURVEYS AT DEPARTMENT OF 

VETERANS AFFAIRS. 
(a) EXIT SURVEYS REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs shall develop and carry out a stand-
ardized exit survey to be voluntarily com-
pleted by career and noncareer employees 
and executives of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs who voluntarily separate from 
the Department. 

(2) CONSULTATION.—Such exit survey shall 
be developed in consultation with an appro-
priate non-Department entity with experi-
ence developing such surveys. 

(b) SURVEY CONTENT.—The survey shall in-
clude, at a minimum, the following: 

(1) Reasons for leaving the Department. 
(2) Efforts made by the supervisor of the 

employee to retain the individual. 
(3) The extent of job satisfaction and en-

gagement during the employment. 
(4) The intent of employee to either remain 

employed within the Federal Government or 
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to leave employment with the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

(5) Such other matters as the Secretary de-
termines appropriate. 

(c) ANONYMITY OF SURVEY CONTENT.—The 
Secretary shall ensure that data collected 
under subsection (a)— 

(1) is anonymized, including through the 
use of a location that allows for privacy; 

(2) is not directly visible by another em-
ployee; and 

(3) does not require the departing employee 
to input any personally identifiable data. 

(d) SHARING OF SURVEY DATA.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that the results of the 
survey required by subsection (a) are— 

(1) aggregated at the Veterans Integrated 
Service Network level; and 

(2) shared on an annual basis with direc-
tors and managers of facilities of the Depart-
ment and the Veterans Integrated Service 
Networks. 

(e) ANNUAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and not less frequently than once each year 
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
of the House of Representatives a report con-
taining the aggregate results of the exit sur-
vey under subsection (a) covering the year 
prior to the report. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted 
under paragraph (1) shall include, for the pe-
riod covered by the report, the following: 

(A) An analysis of the most common rea-
sons employees choose to leave the Depart-
ment. 

(B) The steps the Secretary is taking to 
improve retention, particularly for mission- 
critical occupations. 

(C) The demographic characteristics of em-
ployees choosing to leave the Department. 

(D) Any legislative barriers to improving 
employee retention. 

(E) The total number of employees who 
voluntarily separated from the Department 
and the number and percentage of whom 
took the exit survey under subsection (a). 
SEC. 212. REQUIREMENT THAT PHYSICIAN AS-

SISTANTS EMPLOYED BY THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
RECEIVE COMPETITIVE PAY. 

Section 7451(a)(2) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as 
subparagraph (C); 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 
following new subparagraph (B): 

‘‘(B) Physician assistant.’’; and 
(3) in subparagraph (C), as redesignated by 

paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and registered 
nurse’’ and inserting ‘‘registered nurse, and 
physician assistant’’. 
SEC. 213. EXPANSION OF DIRECT-HIRING AU-

THORITY FOR DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS IN CASE OF SHORT-
AGE OF HIGHLY QUALIFIED CAN-
DIDATES. 

Section 3304(a)(3)(B) of title 5, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘(or, 
with respect to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, that there exists a severe shortage of 
highly qualified candidates)’’ after ‘‘severe 
shortage of candidates’’. 
SEC. 214. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE 

UNITED STATES ASSESSMENT OF 
SUCCESSION PLANNING AT DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) ASSESSMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 

of the United States shall assess the extent 
to which key succession planning policies 
and guidance at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, including the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration, the Veterans Benefits Admin-
istration, and the National Cemetery Admin-

istration, are consistent with leading prac-
tices for succession and workforce planning 
identified by Comptroller General. 

(2) ADDITIONAL MATTERS.—In carrying out 
the assessment required by paragraph (1), 
the Comptroller General may assess such 
other matters as the Comptroller General 
considers appropriate. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than two years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General shall submit to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
of the House of Representatives a report on 
the assessment carried out under subsection 
(a). 

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON STUDY ON COM-
PLIANCE WITH POLICIES AND GUIDANCE.—It is 
the sense of Congress that— 

(1) the Comptroller General should conduct 
a study to examine the extent to which a 
sampling of installations of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs are complying with poli-
cies and guidance of the Department, as well 
as applicable leading practices; and 

(2) the scope and timeframe of a study con-
ducted as described in paragraph (1) may be 
dependent upon the findings of the Comp-
troller General with respect to the assess-
ment carried out under subsection (a). 

TITLE III—MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY 
LEASES 

SEC. 301. AUTHORIZATION OF CERTAIN MAJOR 
MEDICAL FACILITY LEASES OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS. 

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may 
carry out the following major medical facil-
ity leases at the locations specified and in an 
amount for each lease not to exceed the 
amount specified for such location (not in-
cluding any estimated cancellation costs): 

(1) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, an amount not to ex-
ceed $4,247,000. 

(2) For a new outpatient mental health 
clinic, Birmingham, Alabama, an amount 
not to exceed $6,649,000. 

(3) For new research space, Boston, Massa-
chusetts, an amount not to exceed $6,224,000. 

(4) For a replacement research space, 
Charleston, South Carolina, an amount not 
to exceed $7,274,000. 

(5) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, an amount not to ex-
ceed $6,556,000. 

(6) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Daytona Beach, Florida, an amount not to 
exceed $12,198,000. 

(7) For a replacement Chief Business Office 
Purchased Care office space, Denver, Colo-
rado, an amount not to exceed $14,784,000. 

(8) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, an amount not to 
exceed $45,015,000. 

(9) For a new outpatient clinic, Gaines-
ville, Florida, an amount not to exceed 
$7,891,000. 

(10) For an outpatient mental health clin-
ic, Gainesville, Florida, an amount not to ex-
ceed $4,320,000. 

(11) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Hampton Roads, Virginia, an amount not to 
exceed $18,141,000. 

(12) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, an amount not to ex-
ceed $7,876,000. 

(13) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Jacksonville, Florida, an amount not to ex-
ceed $18,623,000. 

(14) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Missoula, Montana, an amount not to exceed 
$6,942,000. 

(15) For a replacement outpatient mental 
health clinic, Northern Colorado, Colorado, 
an amount not to exceed $8,904,000. 

(16) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Ocala, Florida, an amount not to exceed 
$5,026,000. 

(17) For a new outpatient clinic, Oxnard, 
California, an amount not to exceed 
$5,274,000. 

(18) For a new outpatient clinic, Pike 
County, Georgia, an amount not to exceed 
$5,565,000. 

(19) For a new outpatient clinic, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, an amount not to ex-
ceed $6,247,000. 

(20) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Portland, Maine, an amount not to exceed 
$6,808,000. 

(21) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, an amount not to 
exceed $21,870,000. 

(22) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
phase II, Rochester, New York, an amount 
not to exceed $3,645,000. 

(23) For a replacement research space, San 
Diego, California, an amount not to exceed 
$4,852,000. 

(24) For a new outpatient clinic, Santa 
Rosa, California, an amount not to exceed 
$6,922,000. 

(25) For a replacement mental health clin-
ic, Tampa, Florida, an amount not to exceed 
$13,387,000. 

(26) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Lakeland, Tampa, Florida, an amount not to 
exceed $10,760,000. 

(27) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Terre Haute, Indiana, an amount not to ex-
ceed $4,102,000. 

(28) For a replacement outpatient clinic, 
Rapid City, South Dakota, an amount not to 
exceed $4,532,000. 
SEC. 302. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR MEDICAL FACILITY LEASES. 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 

the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2018 or the year in which funds are ap-
propriated for the Medical Facilities account 
$274,634,000 for the major medical facility 
leases authorized in section 301. 

TITLE IV—OTHER MATTERS 
SEC. 401. EXTENSION OF REDUCTION IN AMOUNT 

OF PENSION FURNISHED BY DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
FOR CERTAIN VETERANS COVERED 
BY MEDICAID PLANS FOR SERVICES 
FURNISHED BY NURSING FACILI-
TIES. 

Section 5503(d)(7) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’. 
SEC. 402. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENT FOR 

COLLECTION OF FEES FOR HOUSING 
LOANS GUARANTEED BY SECRETARY 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

Section 3729(b)(2) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (C)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’; 
and 

(4) in subparagraph (D)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’. 
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SEC. 403. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO USE IN-

COME INFORMATION. 
Section 5317(g) of title 38, United States 

Code, is amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2027’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
WALZ) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of S. 114, as amended, the VA Choice 
and Quality Employment Act of 2017. 

It has been a long week of negotia-
tions, but we are here today with an 
agreement we—and, more importantly, 
our veterans—can all be proud to sup-
port. I know that I am. 

Ranking Member WALZ and I have 
worked feverishly with our Senate 
counterparts to find a solution that 
can pass both Chambers and ensure 
that veterans will continue to be able 
to access care in the community. 

The VA Choice and Quality Improve-
ment Act of 2017 would expand veteran 
access to care both inside and outside 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
healthcare system by, number one, pro-
viding $2.1 billion to sustain the Choice 
Program for the next 6 months, author-
izing 28 VA medical center facility 
leases, and improving VA’s ability to 
recruit and retain high-quality employ-
ees by including many of the provisions 
of H.R. 1367, as amended, which were 
sponsored by Dr. BRAD WENSTRUP, the 
chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Health, and unanimously approved by 
the House in March. I would be remiss 
if I did not impress upon my colleagues 
a sense of urgency about this legisla-
tion. 

The Choice Program was created 3 
years ago in response to the nationwide 
VA access crisis that began with 40 vet-
eran patients who died while waiting 
for VA care in Phoenix, Arizona. Due 
to much higher than expected veteran 
demand for Choice care, the program is 
slated to run out of money by mid-Au-
gust. It would leave devastating con-
sequences for veterans in its wake. 

Starting with an extremely tight 90- 
day implementation period and count-
less contract modifications with third- 
party administrators, I will be the first 
to admit that the Choice Program has 
been plagued with problems. But I will 
also tell you that the program has 
come a long way from where it once 
was and is responsible for more than 1 
million veterans getting the care they 
need closer to home and in a more 
timely manner. The good Lord only 
knows how many lives have been saved 
or prolonged. That is a success. 

If Choice were to end 3 weeks from 
now, Mr. Speaker, VA’s most senior 
leaders, including Secretary Shulkin, 
have warned that waiting times for 
veteran patients will increase to pre- 
Choice Phoenix levels. They also said 
continuity of care would be disrupted 

for veterans across the country, and 
some of our most vulnerable veterans 
may not be able to get care without ei-
ther a long, possibly debilitating wait 
time or an excessive travel distance. 
That is failure. 

Passage of this bill today, followed 
by swift passage by our colleagues in 
the Senate, would preserve Choice for 
the next 6 months. That would allow 
the program to continue serving vet-
erans while we continue the hard work 
of creating a stronger, more integrated 
VA healthcare system for the years 
ahead. 

Some stakeholders have expressed 
frustration that Congress has not been 
adequately supporting VA’s internal 
capacity for care and too much atten-
tion has been paid since the 2014 access 
crisis to addressing issues with growing 
veteran demand for community care 
programs, Choice included. They argue 
that providing increased funding for 
Choice without identical increases in 
funding for VA medical facilities is 
harmful to veterans. I totally disagree. 

I do not believe that argument is fair 
or constructive, given the historic 
funding increases that VA has received 
in recent years and the growth in staff-
ing, programming, and the VA physical 
footprint that has resulted from those 
increases. In fact, VA’s budget—that is 
the healthcare budget, not total budg-
et. The VA’s healthcare budget has 
grown more than $83 billion since I 
came to Congress in 2009. 

Mr. Speaker, we were spending $93.7 
billion when I was sworn into this 
House in 2009. The President’s request 
this year is $186.5 billion. In the same 
time, the number of VA full-time em-
ployees has increased by almost 63,000. 
What is more, we just passed a 
MILCON–VA Appropriations bill which 
includes a $3.9 billion increase for VA 
medical care. 

Nevertheless, I have listened to the 
concerns of those stakeholders, which 
include many veterans service organi-
zations, and I respect their viewpoints 
and their willingness to be strong advo-
cates for our Nation’s veterans. As a 
matter of fact, I belong to many of 
these organizations. 

That is why this bill includes provi-
sions to increase VA internal capacity 
by authorizing 28 medical facility 
leases, most of which are for commu-
nity-based outpatient clinics, and by 
enhancing VA’s ability to maintain a 
robust, highly qualified workforce in 
recognition of the many challenges VA 
has in competing for workers in an ex-
tremely competitive hiring market. 

To offset a significant portion of the 
costs of this legislation, we have used 
offsets that have been used routinely 
on a bipartisan basis over the last dec-
ades and that were included in the leg-
islation which first created the Choice 
Program 3 years ago. 

As I alluded to earlier, this bill was 
crafted as the result of negotiations be-
tween myself; my friend, Ranking 
Member Sergeant Major WALZ; and 
Senators ISAKSON and TESTER, the 

chairman and ranking member, respec-
tively, on the Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. I am grateful to 
them for this work. 

I am also grateful to my friends and 
colleagues in the House leadership for 
their efforts and willingness to do the 
sometimes difficult work of finding a 
solution that is in the best interests of 
both veterans and taxpayers and to our 
VSO partners for their input and sup-
port throughout the past weeks. 

There is still much work ahead. This 
is only a 6-month patch to the Choice 
Program. The ranking member and I 
have a framework agreement for mov-
ing forward, but that will require the 
cooperation and buy-in from all my 
colleagues in the House and Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I rise today and associate myself 
with the words of my friend and our 
chairman, the gentleman from Ten-
nessee. I strongly recommend support 
for the newly amended S. 114, a bill, as 
the chairman so clearly stated, that 
not only extends veterans’ access to 
care in the community, but provides 
additional funding for 28 critical leases 
to expand capacity and also makes sure 
we can recruit and retain the best med-
ical professionals. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to note 
that on Monday, someone, another 
Member, mentioned that they felt a 
disturbance in the force on Monday is 
the way they described it. There has 
been a reputation that I think is right-
fully earned from the leadership of the 
chairman and the members of the com-
mittee that the House Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee is here to do the busi-
ness of this Nation’s veterans and the 
taxpayers and that the politics that 
are necessary and that are a part of 
getting things done take a backseat to 
that. 

What you saw on Monday were dis-
agreements. We could not come to an 
agreement. But instead of the theatrics 
of partisanship and instead of the poli-
tics of deconstruction, it was the poli-
tics of the possible. So instead of sulk-
ing away or sending out competing 
press releases, we came back together 
to try to find compromise on this. For 
that I am grateful. 

I am grateful as a veteran, and I am 
grateful as a citizen that, on a morning 
when many Americans are waking up 
wondering about our politics and see-
ing the theatrics that go on, I am here 
to tell you that under the chairman’s 
leadership, the honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee, he is guiding this 
House and tying it into the Senate in 
the best interests of our Nation’s vet-
erans, taking in the concerns of the mi-
nority side and taking in the concerns 
of the veterans service organizations in 
a way that also means compromise on 
my Republican colleagues’ side. 

That is hard to do, asking people to 
put their own personal ideology aside if 
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it is in the best interests of building a 
coalition and producing a piece of leg-
islation that can pass through this 
House, the Senate, and be signed by the 
President. That is a tough order 
around here right now, and I am proud 
to stand with someone who has done it. 
I am proud to give my little piece of 
what it takes to do that. 

I would encourage my colleagues, 
let’s show a strong sign not just to our 
veterans, not just to this piece of legis-
lation that, the gentleman was right, is 
absolutely critical for the care of our 
veterans; let’s send a sign to our fellow 
citizens that this democracy still can 
function, this democracy still can find 
answers, this democracy can put Amer-
ican citizens first, and we can walk 
away from this knowing that our job 
was to come here and do exactly that, 
and it will be done. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Maine (Mr. POLIQUIN), who is my good 
friend. I had the privilege of visiting 
BRUCE POLIQUIN’s beautiful State last 
summer. 

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
remind you that ‘‘Maine is Vacation-
land.’’ If you have not booked your 
Maine vacation, there is still plenty of 
time. 

I would like to thank Chairman ROE, 
who is a Vietnam veteran himself and 
a doctor, in leading us down this path 
for better healthcare for our veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, it was, I believe, our 
first Commander in Chief, George 
Washington, who said, and I para-
phrase, that we can never expect young 
men and women in this country to step 
forward and fight for their country and 
give us the freedom that we all enjoy 
unless and until we take care of those 
who have already sacrificed on the bat-
tlefield. That is what this is about. 

Mr. Speaker, in our State, we have 
about 125,000 veterans, and we love our 
veterans in the State of Maine. More 
than half of them are in the Second 
Congressional District that I represent, 
which is mostly central, down east, 
western, and northern Maine. Let me 
tell you, Mr. Speaker, we know how to 
shoot straight up in Maine, and we just 
need to make sure we take care of our 
veterans who live in rural areas. 

One of the great concerns I have—and 
I know the chairman and others on the 
committee have the same concern—is 
that what about if you are a veteran 
that lives far away from a medical hos-
pital, a veterans hospital. In the State 
of Maine, we have one veterans hos-
pital. It is called Togus. It is the first 
VA hospital in the country—about 150 
years old—and it was put together first 
to take care of those who have served 
on the battlefield in the Civil War. 

In northern Maine, you might live in 
Fort Kent or Van Buren or Madawaska 
and be a 5-hour drive away from Togus. 
If you are not feeling well, it is Feb-
ruary and the snow is blowing side-
ways, it might be really tough to get 

down to Togus. That is why this Choice 
Program is so important. It allows our 
veterans who live far away from med-
ical facilities to get their treatment 
close to home. This is something that I 
am a huge advocate of, and it is some-
thing we need to keep doing. 

Now, one more thing I want to men-
tion if I may, Mr. Speaker, is that we 
all know that veterans heal better with 
other veterans. We are not in any way 
trying to replace the veterans’ facili-
ties. We have healthcare facilities in 
this country. But the Choice Program 
allows us to augment that care through 
the Choice Program where they are 
able to go to private facilities. 

Now, this emergency funding is abso-
lutely critical. It will extend this pro-
gram for 6 months instead of letting it 
run out of money in 3 weeks. It also in-
cludes something that is highly impor-
tant. I am so grateful to the chairman 
for including it. It includes the ability 
to authorize a lease in Portland, 
Maine, for a brand-new, state-of-the- 
art, if you will, VA facility, a CBOC fa-
cility, an outpatient facility, that will 
serve about 4,000 veterans in the State 
of Maine. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JODY B. HICE of Georgia). The time of 
the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield the gentleman an additional 30 
seconds. 

b 1045 

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congresswoman CHELLIE PINGREE from 
the First District of the State of 
Maine. I represent the Second District. 

I encourage everyone in this body, 
Republicans and Democrats, to please 
take care of our veterans. Please vote 
for S. 114 to renew the authorization in 
the emergency fund for the Choice Pro-
gram. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. TAKANO), my good friend, 
the vice ranking member of the full 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, who is 
also from a great vacation State. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
the ranking member for mentioning 
that so that it doesn’t detract from my 
time. But please visit California, espe-
cially Riverside, California. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of S. 114, which prevents a funding 
lapse in the VA Choice Program while 
making critical investments to 
strengthen the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

This legislation is a significant im-
provement over the bill we considered 
earlier this week. It now includes leas-
ing authorizations for VA medical fa-
cilities in 17 States across the country, 
and it includes several provisions that 
I introduced that will help address the 
VA’s workforce shortages. This is what 
I hope to be the first step in providing 
the VA the tools it needs to meet its 
internal workforce challenges. 

As I have often said, the VA’s ability 
to provide quality and timely care to 

our Nation’s veterans will be deter-
mined by who it hires. 

There are nearly 50,000 vacancies at 
the VA that need to be filled. This bill 
strengthens and streamlines the VA’s 
ability to recruit, hire, and retain tal-
ented and dedicated individuals. But 
more needs to be done to expand the 
VA’s own internal capacity to provide 
care for our veterans. 

The VA Choice Program is a well-in-
tentioned program, but it has not de-
livered on its promise to consistently 
cut wait times or improve care. We do 
not want to be back here in January 
passing another short-term fix. 

Starting today, we have 6 months to 
come together and develop a more effi-
cient and effective system to connect 
veterans with the care they need. 

Earlier this week, I expressed my de-
sire to vote for a bill that avoids a 
funding gap in the Choice Program, 
while also recognizing the importance 
of a strong and sustainable VA. This 
legislation meets that standard, and I 
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON), chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Economic Oppor-
tunity on the full Committee of Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of S. 114, which will con-
tinue funding the Choice Program, an 
important reform to make sure that 
our veterans have access to quality 
care. 

For too long, our veterans, Mr. 
Speaker, have been trapped in a system 
that has failed them. They are in a sin-
gle-payer system. We put them in a 
system that the Members of Congress 
wouldn’t sign up for. For years, we 
haven’t give them the same choice that 
we have given Medicaid patients and 
Medicare patients. 

The Choice Program isn’t just com-
mon sense, it is common decency. We 
have asked these men and women to 
serve and to sacrifice for our freedom. 
They deserve the very best care. The 
only way they are going to get the best 
care is to have choice when they have 
geographic challenges or are waiting in 
line. 

We have all read the reports about 
how our veterans have waited in line, 
have gotten sicker, and some even died. 
It is unconscionable and unacceptable. 

I am so grateful that, in an institu-
tion that has a reputation of gridlock 
and dysfunction, we have a committee 
with leaders like Chairman ROE and 
Ranking Member WALZ who will come 
together and put America first. So I 
am heartened by this and I applaud 
their leadership. 

I support this continuation of fund-
ing and the improved access to care for 
our heroes. I thank the chairman for 
the privilege of serving under the lead-
ership of his committee. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BROWNLEY), my good friend, 
a long-time champion of veterans, and 
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the ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Health. 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Minnesota, our ranking member; and 
the gentleman from Tennessee, the 
chair, for their commitment to bipar-
tisan solutions which helped get us the 
agreement that the House is consid-
ering today. 

I am extremely proud to work on the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee because 
we have shown that we can tackle the 
big issues in a bipartisan way. That is 
why I rise today in support of S. 114, 
which will address the immediate 
shortfall in funding for the Choice Pro-
gram, while making needed invest-
ments in direct VA-provided care. 

I am so pleased that this bipartisan 
agreement includes my legislation au-
thorizing 28 new VA healthcare facili-
ties across the country. This bill will 
bring more care closer to home for vet-
erans from coast to coast. 

The demand for VA healthcare is in-
creasing, and many veterans face long 
wait times because outdated facilities 
are too small to accommodate the 
growing number of men and women 
seeking care. 

The leases authorized by this bill are 
located in 17 States, with nearly 12 mil-
lion veterans living in them, who have 
been waiting years for improved access 
to care. This includes a new, larger 
clinic in the city of Oxnard, in my dis-
trict, which will bring much-needed 
specialty care closer to home for our 
veterans in Ventura County. 

Veterans in my community and com-
munities across the country have wait-
ed long enough for these expanded serv-
ices, and I thank my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle and our veterans 
service organizations for working with 
me to deliver this win for them. 

We can fund the VA Choice Program 
and fund other programs critical to the 
VA’s mission, my mission, and the mis-
sion of my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle: provide the care our vet-
erans, who have risked their lives for 
our country, have earned and deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation and 
help ensure veterans get the care they 
need and to make the investments we 
need to build a modern, veteran-centric 
21st century VA. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CORREA), a good friend and 
new member of the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee. 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, first of 
all, I thank all of our veterans for their 
service and sacrifice for our great 
country. 

I come from California, the home of 
the greatest number of veterans in this 
great country. On their behalf, I would 
like to thank Chairman ROE and Rank-
ing Member WALZ for their tremendous 
job and leadership in addressing the 
needs of all of our veterans. 

I am pleased that we reached the bi-
partisan agreement, and I hope the rest 
of this place learns from the work the 
Veterans Affairs’ Committee has done. 
I hope that tomorrow, when we wake 
up and open up those newspapers, this 
is a front-page story, because it de-
serves to be. Democrats and Repub-
licans, everybody coming together to 
work for our veterans, that is the way 
it should be done. 

Three years ago, Congress created 
the Choice Program. This was an alter-
native to make sure that our veterans 
didn’t have to wait to get the health 
services they needed. 

This bill will provide additional fund-
ing and short-term sustainability for 
this program called the Choice Pro-
gram. This bill will also allow the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to open 
up more clinics and to hire additional 
doctors to make sure that our veterans 
get the service they deserve. 

Again, I am glad that we are here 
today and that we could work to make 
sure that our veterans get the services 
they earned. I urge all my colleagues 
to support this bipartisan measure. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Maine (Ms. PINGREE), who is also on 
the Maine Tourism Board. 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the Ranking Member for yielding and 
allowing me to reinforce my colleague 
from the State of Maine and say: if you 
haven’t made your plans, it is not too 
late. Lobster season is just picking up. 
I highly recommend a visit to the 
Maine coast or anywhere in the State 
of Maine. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
bill to provide the VA Choice Program 
with additional funds and to authorize 
several provisions to improve care for 
our Nation’s veterans. 

Specifically, I want to recognize the 
authorization of a lease included in 
this bill for a community-based out-
patient clinic in Portland, Maine, that 
will provide much-improved services to 
the veterans in that area. The new fa-
cility will be a huge step in improving 
the care for veterans in my district. 

The proposed facility will go a long 
way toward a more efficient, patient- 
centered approach to care and will pro-
vide a wide range of services, including 
audiology, dental, physical therapy, 
prosthetics, and women’s health. 

Most of the veterans served by this 
new CBOC will be coming from the sur-
rounding areas, and this new clinic will 
result in a much shorter commute for 
those veterans living in the most 
densely populated area of Maine. 

The entire Maine congressional dele-
gation has worked for the authoriza-
tion of this lease, including my col-
league, Mr. POLIQUIN from Maine’s Sec-
ond District. 

I thank Congresswoman BROWNLEY 
for introducing legislation earlier this 
year to authorize these leases and for 
her work on this issue. 

I am proud to support S. 114, and I 
thank Ranking Member WALZ and 

Chairman ROE for their work on this 
legislation. The authorization of this 
lease represents a tremendous step for 
our State in providing veterans the 
proper care they have earned. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
since we are doing a Maine advertise-
ment here today, I will say one thing 
negative about Maine. I herniated a 
disk in my back climbing Mount Ka-
tahdin with my good friend, FRENCH 
HILL from Arkansas, last summer. It 
wasn’t all good. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, as you heard here today 
from numerous members of the com-
mittee and others, this is how business 
should be done: looking out for our vet-
erans, compromises being made. 

I do want to extend my thanks to 
Senator ISAKSON; Senator TESTER; Sec-
retary Shulkin; the DAVs and the 
other VSOs; and the staff on both sides 
of the aisle who are the ones who are 
carrying out late-night negotiations. 

I think the gentleman from Ten-
nessee, Chairman ROE, did bring up a 
good point: this is the beginning of 
tough decisions that need to be made, 
tough negotiations. 

I hope everyone here understands 
that the continued good will and bipar-
tisanship is going to be needed, because 
we have an opportunity to transform 
the VA into that 21st century VA, one 
that is more responsive to the needs of 
veterans, one that takes into account 
the realities of modern-day medicine 
that involves many outpatient clinics 
and different ways of delivering serv-
ice, especially to rural veterans who we 
represent. 

This is a great start. It is one that I 
think we go from a stop on Monday to 
what I hope can be a unanimous vote 
for a good, smart piece of legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I do want to associate 
my remarks with those of the ranking 
member. 

We have a lot of thanks to go around, 
but the major thanks go to our vet-
erans who serve this great Nation. I 
think it would be remiss on us and a 
pox on this body if we didn’t do what is 
right for our veterans. And we are. 

As Mr. WALZ said, this is just the 
first step, although a major one, in a 
transformative process that we have 
been given the opportunity on this 
committee to do. 

We serve 21 million veterans in this 
country that have served this Nation 
honorably. We have a great organiza-
tion. I think a lot of times it doesn’t 
get said that the VA does a lot of good 
work. 

I don’t go home where there is not a 
day that I don’t run into somebody at 
the grocery store or somewhere that 
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tells me of a positive thing that hap-
pened to them at the VA. It is not ev-
erywhere, though. 

I also get stopped and told and have 
stacks of documents on my desk that 
tell me the problems with the VA. We 
hear those loud and clear. I think both 
of us do. 

But I think it is an opportunity for 
us as a body—not just this committee, 
but the entire body—to thank our vet-
erans, pass this bill unanimously, send 
it to the Senate, and then to the Presi-
dent’s desk for his signature. 

I, once again, thank Mr. WALZ, his 
committee and staff, and our com-
mittee and staff for working in a bipar-
tisan way to pass this. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all Mem-
bers to support S. 114, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of the Amendment in the Nature of a Sub-
stitute to S. 114 that provides for a 6-month 
extension of the Choice program, as well as 
funding for VA recruitment and retention pro-
grams. 

Extension of the Choice program is good 
news for veterans in my district. The Northern 
Marianas is the only jurisdiction in our country 
that does not have a VA medical clinic and 
does not have a single, dedicated VA doctor 
or mental health professional. There is one 
physician contracted by the VA on a part-time 
basis. But she is at capacity and cannot take 
on any more veteran patients. 

So, it is the Choice program that allows the 
veterans I represent to obtain health care, 
where they live, rather than having to fly hun-
dreds or thousands of miles, to Guam or to 
Hawai’i, for treatment. 

It was to ease that burden that I was one of 
the Members who identified and spoke up 
about the problem of access to service for vet-
erans in remote and rural areas of America; 
and advocacy by Members from underserved 
areas helped lead to the creation of Choice. 

Make no mistake, the Choice program does 
not solve all of the issues of health care ac-
cess that trouble Marianas veterans. A VA 
health clinic with VA staff in the Marianas re-
mains my goal. But S. 114—short of a full- 
fledged clinic—does provide recruitment and 
retention authorities that could lead to having 
more VA staff in my district. That would be 
step in the right direction. 

Meanwhile, and until we have a real, full- 
time, fully staffed and equipped VA clinic in 
the Northern Marianas, the Choice program 
will continue to be needed to fill the gap and 
provide the care that veterans deserve. 

My thanks to Chairman ROE and Ranking 
Member WALZ and to their staff for the time 
and effort that has gone into ensuring that 
Choice can continue for veterans in the Mari-
anas—and in rural, remote, and underserved 
areas throughout America. 

I am also grateful to the many veteran serv-
ice organizations, who have advised on this 
legislation and who have been steadfast in 
their commitment to improve the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs for those who served our 
Nation. 

b 1100 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 

for debate has expired. 
Pursuant to House Resolution 480, 

the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the third reading 
of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, and was read the third 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

VETERANS’ ACCESS TO CHILD 
CARE ACT 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 95) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to provide child care 
assistance to veterans receiving cer-
tain medical services provided by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 95 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans’ 
Access to Child Care Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE FOR VETERANS 

RECEIVING MENTAL HEALTH CARE 
AND OTHER INTENSIVE HEALTH 
CARE SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter 
17 of title 38, United States Code, is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion: 

‘‘§ 1730B. Child care assistance for veterans 
receiving mental health care and other in-
tensive health care services 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide child care assistance to an eligible vet-
eran for any period that the veteran— 

‘‘(1) receives covered health care services 
at a facility of the Department; and 

‘‘(2) is required travel to and return from 
such facility for the receipt of such health 
care services. 

‘‘(b) CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE.—(1) Child 
care assistance provided under this section 
may include any of the following: 

‘‘(A) A stipend for the payment of child 
care offered by a licensed child care center 
(either directly or through a voucher pro-
gram) which shall be, to the extent prac-

ticable, modeled after the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Child Care Subsidy Pro-
gram established pursuant to section 590 of 
title 40. 

‘‘(B) Direct provision of child care at an 
on-site facility of the Department. 

‘‘(C) A payment made directly to a private 
child care agency. 

‘‘(D) A collaboration with a facility or pro-
gram of another Federal department or agen-
cy. 

‘‘(E) Such other form of assistance as the 
Secretary considers appropriate. 

‘‘(2) In the case that child care assistance 
under this section is provided as a stipend 
under paragraph (1)(A), such stipend shall 
cover the full cost of such child care. 

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘eligible veteran’ means a 

veteran who— 
‘‘(A) is the primary caretaker of a child or 

children; and 
‘‘(B) is— 
‘‘(i) receiving covered health care services 

from the Department; or 
‘‘(ii) in need of covered health care serv-

ices, and but for lack of child care services, 
would receive such covered health care serv-
ices from the Department. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘covered health care serv-
ices’ means— 

‘‘(A) regular mental health care services; 
‘‘(B) intensive mental health care services; 

or 
‘‘(C) such other intensive health care serv-

ices that the Secretary determines that pro-
vision of assistance to the veteran to obtain 
child care would improve access to such 
health care services by the veteran.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 1730A the following new item: 
‘‘1730B. Child care assistance for veterans re-

ceiving mental health care and 
other intensive health care 
services.’’. 

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF REDUCTION IN AMOUNT 
OF PENSION FURNISHED BY DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
FOR CERTAIN VETERANS COVERED 
BY MEDICAID PLANS FOR SERVICES 
FURNISHED BY NURSING FACILI-
TIES. 

Section 5503(d)(7) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2026’’. 
SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENT FOR COL-

LECTION OF FEES FOR HOUSING 
LOANS GUARANTEED BY SECRETARY 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

Section 3729(b)(2) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (C)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(4) in subparagraph (D)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 95, as amended, the Veterans’ 
Access to Child Care Act. This bill 
would make the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs’ successful pilot program 
to provide childcare assistance to vet-
erans seeking mental or other inten-
sive healthcare services through the 
VA healthcare system permanent. 

I have been a ‘‘Doctor Dad’’ myself, 
and I know firsthand how difficult it 
can be to manage childcare responsibil-
ities on top of everything else. 

We know that the lack of childcare is 
a barrier to care for many patients and 
that assisting veteran parents, grand-
parents, and guardians in finding 
childcare opportunities while they are 
attending VA appointments will relieve 
a major stress point and increase ac-
cess to care. 

I am grateful to Congresswoman 
JULIA BROWNLEY, the ranking member 
of our Subcommittee on Health, for her 
leadership in sponsoring the Veterans’ 
Access to Child Care Act. 

I am proud to support this bill and 
urge my colleagues to do so as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 95, as amend-
ed, offered by the Subcommittee on 
Health Ranking Member JULIA 
BROWNLEY. 

Mr. Speaker, to increase access, we 
must eliminate barriers, and this 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute does exactly that. The Vet-
erans’ Access to Child Care Act assists 
those veterans who are also parents to 
access the healthcare they need by al-
lowing the VA to provide childcare as-
sistance to eligible veterans. 

Representative BROWNLEY’s bill is es-
sential to ensuring all veterans have 
that access, and I appreciate her hard 
work to make it a reality. I urge my 
colleagues to support the amendment 
in the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BROWNLEY), the author of 
this piece of legislation. 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Minnesota, our ranking member, and 
the gentleman from Tennessee, our 
chairman, for their support of this bill 
and for their tireless advocacy on be-
half of our Nation’s veterans. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 95, the 
Veterans’ Access to Child Care Act, 
which will break down a barrier to care 
many veterans with children face. This 
is especially problematic for women 
veterans, who are often the primary 
caretakers of young children and a rap-
idly growing segment of the veteran 
population. 

According to a 2015 VA study, 42 per-
cent of women who use the VA said it 
is difficult to find childcare that would 
allow them to attend medical appoint-
ments, and for those who can, that care 
is often unaffordable. 

The average cost of childcare in my 
home State of California, for instance, 
is more than $13,000 a year. As the post- 
9/11 generation continue to start their 
families, more and more veterans will 
face the unacceptable choice between 
caring for their children and getting 
the healthcare they need. 

Without affordable childcare options, 
veterans can miss their appointments, 
including critical mental health ap-
pointments, that impact their long- 
term well-being. It is just common 
sense: better access to childcare will 
lead to better access to care, which will 
ultimately result in better outcomes 
for our Nation’s veterans. 

The VA currently runs a successful 
childcare pilot program at several loca-
tions around the country that benefits 
female and male veterans of all eras. 
My legislation will make that program 
permanent and expand it nationwide, 
ensuring that no veteran will have to 
miss a VA health appointment because 
of a lack of access of childcare. 

I want to thank my colleague, Con-
gressman BRIAN HIGGINS, for his stead-
fast support of this bill and all of my 
colleagues on the VA Committee who 
have backed this proposal every step of 
the way. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation and 
help ensure that veterans do not have 
to choose between caring for their chil-
dren and getting the healthcare they 
need and deserve. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Again, the Chair heard the reasons 
for this. I thank the gentlewoman for 
authoring this needed piece of legisla-
tion and urge my colleagues to support 
its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
once again, I encourage all Members to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 95, the ‘‘Veterans’ Ac-

cess to Child Care Act,’’ which makes perma-
nent the VA’s Child Care Pilot Program and 
expands it so that all veterans who are pri-
mary caretakers have a safe, reliable, and 
cost-free option for child care when they use 
VA healthcare. 

As the founder and chair of the Congres-
sional Children’s Caucus, I fully understand 
the importance of having access to affordable 
and safe child care. 

The bill provides child care assistance to an 
eligible veteran for any period that the veteran 
receives covered health care services at a VA 
facility, and is required to travel to and return 
from such facility for the receipt of such serv-
ices. 

My own city of Houston is home to the sec-
ond largest veterans’ community in the United 
States in terms of resident veterans. 

The U.S. Census Bureau recorded that 
Houston is home to approximately 282,000 
veterans, which is almost one-fifth of the 
state’s veteran population. 

The Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center 
in the city of Houston has 111,189 veterans 
enrolled in the center. 

For these veterans in Houston and veterans 
across the country, H.R. 95 provides access 
to child care for veterans receiving mental 
health services and other intensive health care 
services at VA facilities. 

The VA reported that it had provided free 
childcare to 10,000 children through the pilot 
program and that veterans were consistently 
‘‘completely satisfied’’ with the services re-
ceived. 

H.R. 95 ensures that veterans continue to 
get the care they have earned and deserve, 
and that includes ensuring that those seeking 
treatment at VA medical facilities do not miss 
appointments because they do not have ac-
cess to safe and reliable child care. 

The lack of convenient and affordable child 
care has prevented veterans from getting the 
medical care they need. 

The cost of full time infant care across the 
United States in 2012 ranged from $4,600 to 
$20,200 a year. 

The cost of full time care for a 4 year old 
ranged from $3,900 to $15,450. 

Of those seeking childcare, 89 percent were 
looking for full time care and only 11 percent 
were looking for part-time care. 

Parents who serve as the primary care taker 
of a child should not have to sacrifice their 
own health to find safe and reliable child care. 

We must remove barriers that impede vet-
erans’ access to health care. 

Currently, the Child Care Pilot Program of-
fers free child care for qualified veterans using 
VA healthcare services at a limited number of 
participating sites around the United States. 

Congress has reauthorized this popular pilot 
program three times in separate bills, but it is 
time to make this program permanent. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this important legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
ROE) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 95, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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VA SENIOR EXECUTIVE 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2772) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for re-
quirements relating to the reassign-
ment of Department of Veterans Af-
fairs senior executive employees, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2772 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘VA Senior 
Executive Accountability Act’’ or the ‘‘SEA 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SEMIANNUAL REPORTS ON REASSIGN-

MENT OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS SENIOR EXECUTIVE 
EMPLOYEES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 7 
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following new section: 
‘‘§ 723. Reassignment of senior executives 

‘‘(a) APPROVAL OF REASSIGNMENTS.—No in-
dividual employed in a senior executive posi-
tion at the Department may be reassigned to 
another such position at the Department un-
less such reassignment is approved in writ-
ing and signed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not 
later than June 30 and December 31 of each 
year, the Secretary shall submit to Congress 
a report on the reassignment of individuals 
employed in senior executive positions at 
the Department to other such positions at 
the Department during the period covered by 
the report. Each such report shall describe 
the purpose of each such reassignment and 
the costs associated with such reassignment. 

‘‘(c) SENIOR EXECUTIVE POSITION DEFINED.— 
In this section, the term ‘senior executive 
position’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 713(g)(3) of this title.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 723 the following new item: 
‘‘724. Reassignment of senior executives.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 2772, as amended, the VA Senior 
Executive Accountability Act, or SEA 
Act. This bill would provide needed 
transparency of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs’ reassignment of 
members of the Senior Executive Serv-
ice. Specifically, the bill would require 

the Secretary to personally approve of 
a reassignment of VA’s approximately 
350 SES employees. 

It would also require VA to report to 
Congress identifying those employees 
who are reassigned and the cost associ-
ated with reassignments. 

I thank Representative TAYLOR for 
his thoughtful legislation. And with 
that, Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
2772. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2772, the VA Senior Executive Account-
ability Act. Mr. Speaker, this is a com-
monsense bill that has received bipar-
tisan support as it moved through reg-
ular order of our committee. 

This bill requires that any reassign-
ment of a senior executive at the VA 
have the Secretary’s written approval. 
It also requires an annual report to 
Congress to help us in our oversight 
ability. 

I have dealt with this issue myself in 
Minnesota and know firsthand how im-
portant this is. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Mr. TAYLOR and our vice ranking mem-
ber, Mr. TAKANO, for developing this 
legislation. I support and encourage 
Members to join in its support. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. TAYLOR), the author of 
this bill and a Navy SEAL. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of my bill, H.R. 2772, the VA 
Senior Executive Accountability Act. 

This bipartisan bill brings trans-
parency and accountability to senior 
VA leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, my area has the fastest 
growing veterans population in the Na-
tion. Our OIF, our OEF, and our wom-
en’s veterans population is rapidly 
growing. 

Recently, our main VA hospital was 
rated at a one-star out of a five-star 
rating. In making a change, the VA 
simply swapped out the underper-
forming leadership with another VA 
hospital. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is unacceptable. 
My bill would require the VA to issue 

reports on any reassignment of VA 
leadership and how much the cost is. 
Additionally, the Secretary of the VA 
would have to personally sign off on 
the reassignment. 

Mr. Speaker, veterans need to trust 
that they are getting the best care pos-
sible. They need to trust that they will 
have transparency. They need to trust 
that there will be accountability. 

I want to thank the chairman, the 
ranking member, and all those on the 
committee for their work, their dedica-
tion, and their commitment to uphold-
ing our sacred responsibility of care for 
those who upheld their own sacred re-
sponsibility to our Nation. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I am prepared to 
close at this time. 

Mr. Speaker, again, commonsense 
bill, bipartisan, does the right thing, 
and, as the gentleman so clearly ex-
plained, providing that trust to our 
veterans is absolutely critical. I be-
lieve this will do that. I urge my col-
leagues to support passage of H.R. 2772. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
once again, I encourage all Members to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
ROE) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 2772, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GROW OUR OWN DIRECTIVE: PHY-
SICIAN ASSISTANT EMPLOY-
MENT AND EDUCATION ACT OF 
2017 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3262) to require the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot 
program to provide educational assist-
ance to certain former members of the 
Armed Forces for education and train-
ing as physician assistants of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, to estab-
lish pay grades and require competitive 
pay for physician assistants of the De-
partment, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3262 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Grow Our 
Own Directive: Physician Assistant Employ-
ment and Education Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. PILOT PROGRAM TO PROVIDE EDU-

CATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO PHYSI-
CIAN ASSISTANTS TO BE EMPLOYED 
AT THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS. 

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs shall carry out a pilot program to be 
known as the ‘‘Grow Our Own Directive’’ or 
‘‘G.O.O.D.’’ pilot program (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘pilot program’’) to provide 
educational assistance to certain former 
members of the Armed Forces for education 
and training as physician assistants of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

(2) INFORMATION ON PILOT PROGRAM.—The 
Secretary shall provide information on the 
pilot program to eligible individuals under 
subsection (b), including information on ap-
plication requirements and a list of entities 
with which the Secretary has partnered 
under subsection (g). 

(b) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—An individual is 
eligible to participate in the pilot program if 
the individual— 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:03 Jul 29, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 0636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28JY7.025 H28JYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6541 July 28, 2017 
(1) has medical or military health experi-

ence gained while serving as a member of the 
Armed Forces; 

(2) has received a certificate, associate de-
gree, baccalaureate degree, master’s degree, 
or postbaccalaureate training in a science 
relating to health care; 

(3) is not eligible to participate in edu-
cational assistance under chapter 30, 31, 32, 
33, 34, or 35 of title 38, United States Code, or 
chapter 1606 or 1607 of title 10, United States 
Code; 

(4) has participated in the delivery of 
health care services or related medical serv-
ices, including participation in military 
training relating to the identification, eval-
uation, treatment, and prevention of dis-
eases and disorders; and 

(5) does not have a degree of doctor of med-
icine, doctor of osteopathy, or doctor of den-
tistry. 

(c) DURATION.—The pilot program shall be 
carried out during the five-year period begin-
ning on the date that is 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(d) SELECTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall select 

not less than 250 eligible individuals under 
subsection (b) to participate in the pilot pro-
gram. 

(2) PRIORITY FOR SELECTION.—In selecting 
individuals to participate in the pilot pro-
gram under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall give priority to the following individ-
uals: 

(A) Individuals who participated in the In-
termediate Care Technician Pilot Program 
of the Department that was carried out by 
the Secretary between January 2011 and Feb-
ruary 2015. 

(B) Individuals who agree to be employed 
as a physician assistant for the Veterans 
Health Administration at a medical facility 
of the Department located in a community 
that— 

(i) is designated as a medically under-
served population under section 330(b)(3)(A) 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
254b(b)(3)(A)); and 

(ii) is in a State with a per capita popu-
lation of veterans of more than 9 percent ac-
cording to the National Center for Veterans 
Analysis and Statistics and the United 
States Census Bureau. 

(e) EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot 

program, the Secretary shall provide edu-
cational assistance to individuals partici-
pating in the pilot program, including 
through the use of scholarships, to cover the 
costs to such individuals of obtaining a mas-
ter’s degree in physician assistant studies or 
a similar master’s degree. 

(2) USE OF EXISTING PROGRAMS.—In pro-
viding educational assistance under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall use the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Health Profes-
sionals Educational Assistance Program 
under chapter 76 of title 38, United States 
Code, and such other educational assistance 
programs of the Department as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate. 

(3) USE OF SCHOLARSHIPS.—The Secretary 
shall provide not less than 35 scholarships 
under the pilot program to individuals par-
ticipating in the pilot program during each 
year in which the pilot program is carried 
out. 

(f) PERIOD OF OBLIGATED SERVICE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter 

into an agreement with each individual par-
ticipating in the pilot program in which such 
individual agrees to be employed as a physi-
cian assistant for the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration for a period of obligated service 
specified in paragraph (2). 

(2) PERIOD SPECIFIED.—With respect to each 
individual participating in the pilot pro-

gram, the period of obligated service speci-
fied in this paragraph for the individual is— 

(A) if the individual is participating in the 
pilot program through a program described 
in subsection (e)(2) that specifies a period of 
obligated service, the period specified with 
respect to such program; or 

(B) if the individual is participating in the 
pilot program other than through a program 
described in such subsection, or if such pro-
gram does not specify a period of obligated 
service, a period of three years or such other 
period as the Secretary considers appro-
priate for purposes of the pilot program. 

(g) BREACH.— 
(1) LIABILITY.—Except as provided in para-

graph (2), an individual who participates in 
the pilot program and fails to satisfy the pe-
riod of obligated service under subsection (f) 
shall be liable to the United States, in lieu of 
such obligated service, for the amount that 
has been paid or is payable to or on behalf of 
the individual under the pilot program, re-
duced by the proportion that the number of 
days served for completion of the period of 
obligated service bears to the total number 
of days in the period of obligated service of 
such individual. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—If an individual is partici-
pating in the pilot program through a pro-
gram described in subsection (e)(2) that 
specifies a period of obligated service, the li-
ability of the individual for failing to satisfy 
the period of obligated service under sub-
section (f) shall be determined as specified 
with respect to such program. 

(h) MENTORS.—The Secretary shall ensure 
that a physician assistant mentor or men-
tors are available for individuals partici-
pating in the pilot program at each facility 
of the Veterans Health Administration at 
which a participant in the pilot program is 
employed. 

(i) PARTNERSHIPS.—In carrying out the 
pilot program, the Secretary shall seek to 
partner with the following: 

(1) Not less than 15 institutions of higher 
education that— 

(A) offer a master’s degree program in phy-
sician assistant studies or a similar area of 
study that is accredited by the Accreditation 
Review Commission on Education for the 
Physician Assistant; and 

(B) agree— 
(i) to guarantee seats in such master’s de-

gree program for individuals participating in 
the pilot program who meet the entrance re-
quirements for such master’s degree pro-
gram; and 

(ii) to provide individuals participating in 
the pilot program with information on ad-
missions criteria and the admissions process. 

(2) Other institutions of higher education 
that offer programs in physician assistant 
studies or other similar areas of studies that 
are accredited by the Accreditation Review 
Commission on Education for the Physician 
Assistant. 

(3) The Transition Assistance Program of 
the Department of Defense. 

(4) The Veterans’ Employment and Train-
ing Service of the Department of Labor. 

(5) Programs carried out under chapter 41 
of title 38, United States Code, for the pur-
pose of marketing and advertising the pilot 
program to veterans and members of the 
Armed Forces who may be interested in the 
pilot program. 

(j) ADMINISTRATION OF PILOT PROGRAM.— 
For purposes of carrying out the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary shall appoint or select 
within the Office of Physician Assistant 
Services of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion the following: 

(1) A Deputy Director for Education and 
Career Development of Physician Assistants 
who— 

(A) is a physician assistant, a veteran, and 
employed by the Department as of the date 
of the enactment of this Act; 

(B) is responsible for— 
(i) overseeing the pilot program; 
(ii) recruiting candidates to participate in 

the pilot program; 
(iii) coordinating with individuals partici-

pating in the pilot program and assisting 
those individuals in applying and being ad-
mitted to a master’s degree program under 
the pilot program; and 

(iv) providing information to eligible indi-
viduals under subsection (b) with respect to 
the pilot program; and 

(C) may be employed in the field at a med-
ical center of the Department. 

(2) A Deputy Director of Recruitment and 
Retention who— 

(A) is a physician assistant, a veteran, and 
employed by the Department as of the date 
of the enactment of this Act; 

(B) is responsible for— 
(i) identifying and coordinating the needs 

of the pilot program and assist the Secretary 
in providing mentors under subsection (h) to 
participants in the pilot program; and 

(ii) coordinating the staff of facilities of 
the Veterans Health Administration with re-
spect to identifying employment positions 
and mentors under subsection (h) for partici-
pants in the pilot program; and 

(C) may be employed in the field at a med-
ical center of the Department. 

(3) A recruiter who— 
(A) reports directly to the Deputy Director 

of Recruitment and Retention; and 
(B) works with the Workforce Management 

and Consulting Office and the Healthcare 
Talent Management Office of the Veterans 
Health Administration to develop and imple-
ment national recruiting strategic plans for 
the recruitment and retention of physician 
assistants within the Department. 

(4) An administrative assistant, com-
pensated at a rate not less than level GS–6 of 
the General Schedule, or equivalent, who as-
sists with administrative duties relating to 
the pilot program in the Office of Physician 
Assistant Services and such other duties as 
determined by the Secretary to ensure that 
the Office runs effectively and efficiently. 

(k) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in collabo-
ration with the Secretary of Labor, the Sec-
retary of Defense, and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, shall submit to 
Congress a report on the pilot program. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) The extent to which the pilot program 
is effective in improving the ability of eligi-
ble individuals under subsection (b) to be-
come physician assistants; 

(B) An examination of whether the pilot 
program is achieving the goals of— 

(i) enabling individuals to build on medical 
skills gained as members of the Armed 
Forces by entering into the physician assist-
ant workforce of the Department; and 

(ii) helping to meet the shortage of physi-
cian assistants employed by the Department. 

(C) An identification of such modifications 
to the pilot program as the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, the Secretary of Labor, the 
Secretary of Defense, and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services consider nec-
essary to meet the goals described in sub-
paragraph (B). 

(D) An assessment of whether the pilot 
program could serve as a model for other 
programs of the Department to assist indi-
viduals in obtaining certification and em-
ployment in other health care fields. 

(l) SOURCE OF AMOUNTS.—Not less than 
$8,000,000 of the amount necessary to carry 
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out the pilot program shall be derived from 
amounts appropriated to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS FOR 

THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS FOR USING EDUCATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS TO EDU-
CATE AND HIRE PHYSICIAN ASSIST-
ANTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish standards de-
scribed in subsection (b) to improve the use 
by the Department of Veterans Affairs of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Health Pro-
fessionals Educational Assistance Program 
under chapter 76 of title 38, United States 
Code, and other educational assistance pro-
grams of the Department, including the pilot 
program under section 2, to educate and hire 
physician assistants of the Department. 

(b) STANDARDS.—The standards described 
in this subsection are the following: 

(1) Holding directors of medical centers of 
the Department accountable for failure to 
use the educational assistance programs de-
scribed in subsection (a) and other incen-
tives— 

(A) to advance employees of the Depart-
ment in their education as physician assist-
ants; and 

(B) to improve recruitment and retention 
of physician assistants. 

(2) Ensuring that the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Education Debt Reduction Pro-
gram under subchapter VII of chapter 76 of 
such title is available for participants in the 
pilot program under section 2 to fill vacant 
physician assistant positions at the Depart-
ment, including by— 

(A) including in all vacancy announce-
ments for physician assistant positions the 
availability of the Education Debt Reduction 
Program; and 

(B) informing applicants to physician as-
sistant positions of their eligibility for the 
Education Debt Reduction Program. 

(3) Monitoring compliance with the appli-
cation process for educational assistance 
programs described in subsection (a) to en-
sure that such programs are being fully uti-
lized to carry out this section. 

(4) Creating programs, including through 
the use of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Employee Incentive Scholarship Pro-
gram under subchapter VI of chapter 76 of 
such title, to encourage employees of the De-
partment to apply to accredited physician 
assistant programs. 

(c) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe such regulations as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate to carry out this section. 
SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENT FOR COL-

LECTION OF FEES FOR HOUSING 
LOANS GUARANTEED BY SECRETARY 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

Section 3729(b)(2) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (C)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘September 

30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(4) in subparagraph (D)— 

(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 3262, as amended, the Grow Our 
Own Directive—or GOOD—Physician 
Assistant Employment and Education 
Act of 2017. 

The PA profession has a long and sto-
ried connection with veterans as the 
first class of PAs was primarily com-
posed of Army medics and Navy corps-
men who served in the Vietnam war. 

And I might add, when I did basic 
training at San Antonio, Texas, at Fort 
Sam, one of the first PA classes was 
there. 

Today, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs is the single largest employer of 
PAs in the country. Nevertheless, PAs 
are consistently identified as one of the 
top five professions where VA is experi-
encing the largest staffing shortages. 

H.R. 3262, as amended, would help 
solve that by creating a pilot program 
to provide assistance to veterans who 
want to pursue education and training 
to become a PA and to serve their fel-
low veterans by working at VA medical 
facilities. 

I am grateful to Congresswoman ANN 
KUSTER for sponsoring this legislation 
and shepherding it through the legisla-
tive process, and I am confident that it 
will go a long way in resolving existing 
PA recruitment and retention issues, 
ensuring that VA medical facilities are 
appropriately staffed with high-quality 
PAs and, in turn, increasing access to 
care for veteran patients. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
3262, as amended, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 
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Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise in support of 
H.R. 3262, as amended, the GOOD Act of 
2017, which was introduced by a good 
friend, someone who has proven herself 
to be a dogged champion of veterans, 
the ranking member of the Oversight 
and Investigations Subcommittee, Ms. 
KUSTER. This important piece of legis-

lation will allow veterans who served 
as medics and corpsmen in the military 
to receive scholarships to train as phy-
sician assistants. 

The VA has over 45,000 provider va-
cancies to fill so that veterans are not 
waiting too long for care. In the United 
States, we face a provider shortage in 
general, especially in our rural commu-
nities, where most veterans live. This 
bill will help address these critical 
shortages by providing veterans with 
an incredible opportunity to aid their 
communities and their fellow veterans. 

Ms. KUSTER’s hard work on this legis-
lation and on behalf of veterans is ad-
mirable, and I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to yield 2 minutes to 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
BERGMAN), who is the chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations on the full Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, for 
years, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs has seen many of its medical per-
sonnel leave to pursue opportunities 
outside of the VA healthcare system, 
resulting in fewer healthcare providers 
and, ultimately, less access to care for 
our veterans. In the First District of 
Michigan, which I represent, we are 
largely a rural district, and our district 
and our veterans have suffered more 
than most on this. 

The GOOD Act utilizes a two-pronged 
approach to address VA’s continuing 
struggles in recruiting and retaining 
their physician assistant workforce. 
This bill creates a pilot program to 
provide that pathway for veterans to 
receive the education necessary to be-
come a PA while, simultaneously, re-
quiring the VA to establish a national 
strategic plan to recruit and retain a 
robust and long-term medical staff. 

Our veterans have given so much for 
our country at exceptional costs, and 
they deserve access to timely and high- 
quality healthcare from skilled profes-
sionals. I am proud to join Ranking 
Member KUSTER from our Oversight 
and Investigations Subcommittee in 
supporting this bipartisan legislation 
on behalf of our Nation’s veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the bill, H.R. 3262. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from New Hampshire (Ms. 
KUSTER), the author of this piece of 
legislation, the ranking member of the 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations. 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to join my colleague, 
General BERGMAN, in support of our 
bill, H.R. 3262, the Grow Our Own Di-
rective: Physician Assistant Employ-
ment and Education Act of 2017. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
and the entire Nation are experiencing 
a shortage of quality physicians and 
healthcare providers. For doctors 
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alone, the Association of American 
Medical Colleges estimates that, by 
2030, the country could face a doctor 
shortage of over 100,000 physicians. Ac-
cess to care will only become a harder 
problem to solve the longer it takes to 
be addressed. 

Nonphysician providers, like physi-
cian assistants, are an important part 
of the solution to this shortage. Physi-
cian assistants are highly trained pro-
viders that often focus their training 
on specialties like psychiatry, ortho-
pedics, and internal medicine. 

It is fitting that my bill would help 
get more PAs into the VA to serve vet-
erans. After all, the profession started 
when a small group of four Navy corps-
men completed the first PA program 
started at Duke University. That first 
program was based on the fast-tracked 
training of doctors during World War 
II. Veterans and the military have al-
ways been a part of the physician as-
sistant profession. 

The PA workforce offers unique value 
to rural and underserved areas. In 
places like northern New Hampshire, in 
my district, PAs help resolve shortages 
for family physicians and primary care 
physicians, shortages that have existed 
for decades. 

My bill would leverage the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to improve 
access to quality care for veterans and 
rural locations alike. It would create a 
pilot scholarship program that awards 
no less than 250 scholarships over 5 
years to PAs. 

Currently, the VA has approximately 
2,000 PAs. My bill would increase the 
PA workforce at the VA by over 10 per-
cent. 

In exchange for these scholarships, 
PAs would be required to work at the 
VA, and their placement would be fo-
cused on sending providers to rural and 
underserved areas. We know that if a 
provider is placed in New Hampshire, 
they tend to stay there. 

This bill would also help get veterans 
with medical training in the workforce 
and with good-paying jobs. It is crucial 
that we help our veterans find excel-
lent career paths that utilize the skills 
they learned while in the military serv-
ice, and it is an added bonus that these 
veterans get to take care of their 
brothers and sisters in arms. 

The final provision in my bill was in-
cluded in the Choice funding bill we de-
bated just moments ago. This provision 
would provide PAs in the VA with com-
petitive pay based on the community 
they serve. This provision is crucial be-
cause it helps recruit and retain these 
critical providers. The GAO recently 
reported that PAs experience the high-
est loss rate of any critical occupation, 
higher than doctors and nurse practi-
tioners. 

I would like to applaud my col-
leagues for coming together in a bipar-
tisan way to craft the Choice funding 
bill. Not only will the bill fund the 
Choice Program for another 6 months, 
but it includes a number of important 
reforms that will improve service for 

all of our veterans. These provisions in-
clude improved authority for hiring in 
job shortage areas, measures to in-
crease accountability within the VA, 
and my provision to boost the pay of 
PAs. 

I would like to thank my esteemed 
colleague on the House Veterans Af-
fairs’ Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations, Chairman Bergman. His 
support for this legislation was crucial 
to its passage today. I thank our chair-
man, Dr. ROE, and our ranking mem-
ber. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
immediately pass this bill. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, as you 
heard, I urge my colleagues to support 
this smart piece of legislation. But I 
would like to close by adding, also, a 
thank-you to the chairman and to the 
majority side, once again showing bi-
partisanship offering two bills intro-
duced by our side of the aisle that are 
being heard here on the floor which can 
be signed into law. It is greatly appre-
ciated. It shows that the care of vet-
erans always comes first. We on the 
minority side are appreciative of that 
courtesy. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I certainly support this 
bill, and I want to thank both General 
BERGMAN and Ms. KUSTER. We made a 
trip to Afghanistan together a couple 
of years ago. She has a dogged—and I 
will say ‘‘dogged’’—commitment to the 
veterans in her district and to this 
country, and I want to thank her for 
bringing this piece of legislation up. I 
believe it will make a difference, I 
truly do, when it is implemented. 

And I want to thank the ranking 
member, and his staff and mine, for 
bringing a lot of pieces of legislation to 
the House floor in the last couple of 
weeks. This week, especially, we have 
had some success here, and that means 
veterans had success. Certainly, the 
post-9/11 GI Bill that was passed this 
week is an enormous bill and will do 
good generations after no one ever re-
members who was on this floor debat-
ing that bill. So I want to thank them 
and thank my colleagues and wish ev-
eryone a safe recess and a healthy re-
cess. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 3262, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to require the Sec-

retary of Veterans Affairs to carry out 
a pilot program to provide educational 
assistance to certain former members 
of the Armed Forces for education and 
training as physician assistants of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM WAR 
MEMORIAL ACT 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 873) to authorize the Global 
War on Terror Memorial Foundation to 
establish the National Global War on 
Terrorism Memorial as a commemora-
tive work in the District of Columbia, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 873 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Global War 
on Terrorism War Memorial Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM 

MEMORIAL. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH COM-

MEMORATIVE WORK.—The Association may 
establish the National Global War on Ter-
rorism Memorial as a commemorative work 
on Federal land in the District of Columbia 
and its environs to commemorate and honor 
the members of the Armed Forces that 
served on active duty in support of the Glob-
al War on Terrorism. 

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARDS FOR COM-
MEMORATIVE WORKS ACT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph 2, the establishment of the memo-
rial under this section shall be in accordance 
with chapter 89 of title 40, United States 
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Commemo-
rative Works Act’’). 

(2) NON-APPLICABILITY.—Subsections (b) 
and (c) of section 8903 of title 40, United 
States Code, shall not apply to this Act. 

(c) USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS PROHIBITED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Federal funds may not be 

used to pay any expense of the establishment 
of the memorial under this section. 

(2) RESPONSIBILITY OF ASSOCIATION.—The 
Association shall be solely responsible for 
acceptance of contributions for, and pay-
ment of the expenses of, the establishment of 
the memorial. 

(d) DEPOSIT OF EXCESS FUNDS.—If, on pay-
ment of all expenses for the establishment of 
the memorial (including the maintenance 
and preservation amount required by section 
8906(b)(1) of title 40, United States Code), or 
on expiration of the authority for the memo-
rial under section 8903(e) of title 40, United 
States Code, there remains a balance of 
funds received for the establishment of the 
memorial, the Association shall transmit the 
amount of the balance to the Secretary of 
the Interior for deposit in the account pro-
vided for in section 8906(b)(3) of title 40, 
United States Code. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ASSOCIATION.—The term ‘‘Association’’ 

means the Global War on Terror Memorial 
Foundation, a corporation that is— 

(A) organized under the laws of the State 
of Pennsylvania; and 

(B) described in section 501(c)(3) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from 
taxation under section 501(a) of that Code. 
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(2) DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND ITS ENVI-

RONS.—The term ‘‘District of Columbia and 
its environs’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 8902(a) of title 40, United 
States Code. 

(3) GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM.—The term 
‘‘Global War on Terrorism’’ means any con-
tingency operation conducted by the Armed 
Forces in response to the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, or other terrorist attack. 

(4) MEMORIAL.—The term ‘‘memorial’’ 
means the National Global War on Terrorism 
Memorial authorized to be established under 
section 2. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 873, the Global War 
on Terrorism War Memorial Act, au-
thored by Congressman MIKE GALLA-
GHER of Wisconsin, would authorize the 
Global War on Terror Memorial Foun-
dation to begin the lengthy Commemo-
rative Works Act process to establish a 
Global War on Terrorism Memorial on 
Federal land in the District of Colum-
bia. The memorial will recognize and 
honor the men and women who have 
served on Active Duty in the United 
States Armed Forces since the attack 
on our country on September 11, 2001. 

The global war on terrorism is the 
longest conflict ever fought by the 
United States, and there is still no end 
in sight. We can and should debate the 
policies that have prolonged this war 
and denied our troops the full might 
and resources of our Nation. But one 
thing is far above and beyond any de-
bate, and that is the heroism, selfless-
ness, devotion, and patriotism of the 
men and women of our Nation who 
stepped forward from the safety, secu-
rity, and comfort of hearth and home 
and into harm’s way when our Nation 
called. 

The Commemorative Works Act re-
quires that a war be ended for at least 
10 years before planning can commence 
on a national memorial. There is good 
reason for this requirement: it gives 
history the insight to place the war in 
an historic context and to begin to 
fully appreciate its full significance to 
our country and future generations. 

But the war on terrorism has been 
fought in a decidedly different way 
than our past wars. We are now ap-
proaching the 16th anniversary of the 
attack on New York and Washington. 
The veterans who sacrificed so much to 

keep that war away from our shores de-
serve some tangible and lasting tribute 
to their patriotism and altruism while 
they, their families, and their fellow 
countrymen can know it. The Gold 
Star families of our fallen heroes for 
whom the war will never end deserve 
some assurance that their sons and 
daughters will never be forgotten by a 
grateful Nation. 

We should remember that many of 
our Nation’s heroes from World War II 
never lived to see the completion of the 
World War II Memorial, which was 
completed 59 years after the end of 
that conflict. 

For these reasons, this measure sus-
pends the 10-year period in current law. 
It doesn’t repeal it. It merely sets it 
aside for the unique circumstances of 
the current war on terrorism. 

I am confident that the Memorial 
Commission will respect and appre-
ciate the fact that many may have yet 
to serve in this war, and history has 
not yet had time to reflect on its sig-
nificance to our Nation and, indeed, to 
the future of Western civilization. I am 
sure the design they recommend will 
respect these facts and provide signifi-
cant latitude for the completion of the 
memorial after this bane of Islamic 
terrorism has been extirpated from our 
planet and the long-suffering people of 
the Middle East have been liberated 
from it by the brave fighting men and 
women of the United States Armed 
Forces that this memorial will honor 
and thank. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a July 28, 2017, letter from the Congres-
sional Budget Office providing a cost 
estimate for this bill. 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 
U.S. CONGRESS, 

Washington, DC, July 28, 2017. 
Hon. ROB BISHOP, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional 

Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost 
estimate for H.R. 873, the Global War on Ter-
rorism War Memorial Act. 

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them. 
The CBO staff contact is Janani Shankaran. 

Sincerely, 
MARK P. HADLEY, 

(For Keith Hall, Director). 
Enclosure. 
H.R. 873—GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM WAR 

MEMORIAL ACT 
As ordered reported by the House Committee 

on Natural Resources on July 26, 2017 
H.R. 873 would authorize the Global War on 

Terror Memorial Foundation, a non-profit 
organization, to establish a memorial in the 
District of Columbia and its environs to 
commemorate members of the armed forces 
who served on active duty in support of the 
Global War on Terrorism. 

Because H.R. 873 would prohibit the use of 
federal funds to establish the memorial, CBO 
estimates that implementing the legislation 
would result in no significant costs to the 
federal government. 

Enacting H.R. 873 would affect direct 
spending; therefore, pay-as-you-go proce-
dures apply. The memorial project would be 
subject to the requirements of the Com-
memorative Works Act. Under that act, any 

entity that receives a permit to construct a 
memorial must donate to the National Park 
Foundation (a nonprofit organization) an 
amount equal to 10 percent of the memorial’s 
estimated construction cost. That amount, 
as well as any project funds remaining after 
construction of the memorial, would be 
available in future years for maintenance of 
the memorial. 

Based on the experience of similar com-
memorative projects, CBO expects that any 
amounts collected by the federal government 
for maintenance would not be received for 
several years and would be offset by an ex-
penditure soon thereafter. On net, CBO esti-
mates that such effects would be insignifi-
cant. Enacting the bill would not affect reve-
nues. 

CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 873 
would not increase net direct spending or on- 
budget deficits in any of the four consecutive 
10-year periods beginning in 2028. 

H.R. 873 contains no intergovernmental or 
private-sector mandates as defined in the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would 
impose no costs on state, local, or tribal gov-
ernments. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is 
Janani Shankaran. The estimate was ap-
proved by Theresa A. Gullo, Assistant Direc-
tor for Budget Analysis. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support this 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to speak in 
favor of the Global War on Terrorism 
War Memorial Act. This act will ini-
tiate the process for constructing a me-
morial to the brave men and women of 
the Armed Forces who have fought 
and, too often, died for this country in 
the wake of the September 11 attacks. 

As a veteran of the Iraq war, I am ex-
tremely proud to be on the floor today 
as we memorialize the bravest and best 
of Americans: the ones who volun-
teered to put themselves in harm’s way 
and did not come back. 

I want to commend my fellow Ma-
rines, Mr. MOULTON and Mr. GALLA-
GHER, for sponsoring this act. As you 
know, Mr. Speaker, it takes a lot for 
an enlisted marine like me to speak 
very highly of any officer, let alone 
Marine Corps officers, but there are al-
ways exceptions. 

Mr. Speaker, as we consider this leg-
islation, I hope every Member of this 
body will take a quiet moment today 
to think about the courageous men and 
women we have lost over the past 16 
years. When I cast my vote today, I 
know I will be thinking about my close 
friends, including Corporal Andre Wil-
liams and Lance Corporal Christopher 
Lyons, who died 12 years ago today in 
Cykla, Iraq. 

This memorial will honor thousands 
of our countrymen who have been 
killed and wounded in Iraq and around 
the world. It will memorialize the serv-
ice of those who have survived the bat-
tle only to fall victim to the mental 
and emotional demons of post-trau-
matic stress. And it will represent a 
token of thanks to the family and 
friends who have served by supporting 
their loved ones in uniform. 
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For as long as this memorial stands, 
it will continue the proud tradition of 
America honoring its sons and daugh-
ters who have given their last full 
measure of devotion. 

I look forward to commencing design 
and to the day when the memorial 
passes from an idea on a piece of paper 
to a landmark on the National Mall. 

I thank Congressman MOULTON and 
Congressman GALLAGHER for their re-
marks. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GALLAGHER), the author of this meas-
ure, one of the many thousands of 
Americans who stepped forward to an-
swer their country’s call. 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for his leadership on this 
issue, for working with us, and I ask 
that he please extend our thanks to 
every member of the Natural Resources 
Committee for its effort in getting this 
bill to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I also thank the gen-
tleman from Arizona for his words and 
for his service. It is my honor to call 
him my fellow marine. As an officer, I 
did my best just not to get in the way 
of my enlisted marines, who were doing 
the real work. Maybe we can bring 
some of that same ethos here to Con-
gress. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of this bill that honors our 
post-9/11 veterans and secures their 
rightful place in our Nation’s Capital. 

Earlier this summer, I had the honor 
of welcoming a group of American he-
roes who journeyed from northeast 
Wisconsin to Washington, D.C., aboard 
the Old Glory Honor Flight. That is 
one of the truly incredible things we 
get to do as Members of Congress. 

Just to watch generation after gen-
eration of veterans representing every 
major conflict since World War II vis-
iting the very memorials that honor 
their sacrifice, their service, their com-
mitment, their courage in those con-
flicts was one of the most remarkable 
experiences of my life. 

Just as these veterans visited their 
respective memorials, so, too, should 
the brave men and women who have 
served and continue to serve in the on-
going war on terrorism have a memo-
rial one day to honor their courage, 
their sacrifice, their commitment. But 
as the chairman laid out, current law 
does not allow for the creation for a 
memorial for the war on terror. 

The 1986 Commemorative Works Act 
requires that monuments in honor of a 
‘‘. . . limited military engagement or a 
unit of an armed force may not be au-
thorized . . . until at least 10 years 
after the officially designated end of 
such war or conflict.’’ 

But as we know, this is a conflict un-
like many others that have preceded it. 
This war will have no clear end date, 
no V Day or V-J Day. Threats continue 

to rise, so the longest ongoing conflict 
in our Nation’s history continues. 
After 15 years, after over 6,800 Amer-
ican lives lost, there is still no end in 
sight. 

So this memorial is for the men and 
women who have died fighting, those 
who continue to fight, those who are 
still joining the fight against ter-
rorism. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to take a 
second to recognize the dedicated 
members of the Global War on Ter-
rorism Memorial Foundation, many of 
whom are with us here today, espe-
cially Andrew Brennan, George 
Chewning, Chad Longell, and Matt 
Gannon. They have been tireless in 
their commitment to getting this done. 
Today we are taking an important step 
forward, but we still need to get it 
across the finish line, so I want to rec-
ognize their efforts. 

I just want to say, Mr. Speaker, like 
most, I struggle with how to truly 
honor the men and women whose sac-
rifices far exceed my own. I was lucky. 
I had great marines that kept me safe, 
and we all came home safe. But my 
hope is that this memorial will serve as 
not only a way to honor those who paid 
the ultimate sacrifices, but also as a 
call to action for us, the living. 

I believe that those we will pay trib-
ute to through this memorial didn’t 
risk everything just so we would sit 
back and praise them for keeping us 
safe. I would submit to you that the 
fallen don’t want our praise. They want 
our participation in this incredible ex-
periment in self-government. 

If we are going to continue passing 
the torch of democracy from one gen-
eration to the next, then we need to 
build this memorial so that future gen-
erations never forget their duty to do 
the same, so that future generations 
never forget the cost of liberty. 

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues 
to support this legislation to memori-
alize the service of the brave men and 
women who have fought in the global 
war on terrorism. 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MOULTON). 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleagues from Wisconsin and Ari-
zona. It is an honor to stand here as 
fellow marines in support of this bill 
today. 

Today is a big day. It is a milestone 
in a journey that we started over a 
year ago. We are taking a major legis-
lative step in the direction of creating 
a memorial honoring those who have 
served on Active Duty during the glob-
al war on terrorism. 

For many, like my colleagues, this 
bill is personal. None of us will forget 
where we were on September 11, 2001, 
and we all continue to live with the 
aftermath of that tragic day in Amer-
ican history. 

It is important to note that the trag-
ic events of 9/11 and the war on terror 
to follow did not leave us isolated and 

afraid as a nation. Rather, in true 
American fashion, they inspired an en-
tire generation to come together and 
serve. 

So many young men and women self-
lessly answered the call to serve their 
country in the wake of that tragedy, 
and I would like to share just one story 
with you about someone from my dis-
trict who would be on this memorial. 

Captain Jennifer Harris lived in the 
town of Swampscott. She was a grad-
uate of the United States Naval Acad-
emy, and, sadly, became the first Mas-
sachusetts woman killed in the Iraq 
war. 

Jennifer was the epitome of leader-
ship and sacrifice. On flying missions, 
she had the call sign ‘‘The Dove.’’ She 
would often be called to evacuate our 
wounded soldiers and marines from the 
battlefield. 

Captain Harris’ final mission was to 
transport blood supplies. She willingly 
volunteered for it even though she was 
only just days away from returning 
home. In fact, she was initially told: 

No. You are too close to leaving. Don’t go. 

But she said: 
I want to fly one more time. 

Her superiors reluctantly agreed. 
Captain Harris died on February 7, 
along with six other crew members 
after insurgents shot down her heli-
copter. 

In her twenties, with a bright future 
ahead of her, Captain Harris was on her 
third tour of duty in Iraq. 

I can’t help but think today of my 
grandfather, a World War II veteran. 
He never got to see the WWII Memorial 
in his lifetime. He was never afforded 
the opportunity to have some place to 
take his family to reflect on his time 
in the service or remember his col-
leagues who did not have the oppor-
tunity to come home. 

Let’s not let that history repeat 
itself. The men and women who have 
given their all in the war on terror 
should be afforded a place on the Na-
tional Mall where their loved ones can 
pay respects and honor their sacrifice. 

Passage of this bill is an important 
first step in seeing this memorial built 
in our lifetime. 

Let’s get this done for Captain Jen-
nifer Harris and the thousands of oth-
ers like her who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our country. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ROTHFUS). 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from California for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in the strongest 
support possible for this bill to begin 
the process of establishing a memorial 
to honor the servicemembers of our 
longest war. 

5,799 days ago, on a crystal blue Sep-
tember morning, we came face to face 
with an evil as old as time. Within 
days, our military was engaged, and 
within weeks, we sustained our first 
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casualties. Our latest loss happened 
this very month. 

They came from every walk of Amer-
ican life, from the North, the South, 
the East, the West, every race, color, 
and creed, men and women. 

The memorial authorized in this bill 
will allow the Nation to remember not 
only those who did not come home, but 
also those with life-changing injuries, 
visible and invisible, the incomprehen-
sible and too often unnoticed stress on 
the spouses and children of those de-
ployed, and the sacrifices of those who 
put their stateside lives on hold to 
serve. 

Mr. Speaker, amidst the divisions in 
our country today, we need this memo-
rial now more than ever, yes, to re-
member our fallen, but also to bind us 
together as we reflect upon their sac-
rifice for the transcendent ideals upon 
which this country was founded. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, the gentleman from 
Arizona, and the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts for their work on this legis-
lation and for their service to our 
country. 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PANETTA). To show our bi-
partisan nature, we are going to allow 
somebody from the Army to speak also 
on this bill. 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, but like a 
typical marine, he actually got it 
wrong. I was actually in the Navy. 

Mr. GALLEGO. That is worse. 
Mr. PANETTA. I was a Navy officer. 

I am sure that was on purpose. 
So standing here actually as a Navy 

officer, being asked to address this bill, 
H.R. 873, and to support this bill, being 
asked by a bunch of marines is a true 
honor, and it is very humbling at the 
same time. 

Mr. Speaker, I do rise in support of 
H.R. 873, the Global War on Terrorism 
War Memorial Act, to create the foun-
dation, which will then provide for the 
Global War on Terrorism Memorial 
right here on the National Mall. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. GALLEGO 
from Arizona; Mr. MOULTON from Mas-
sachusetts; and, of course, Mr. GALLA-
GHER from Wisconsin, my classmate 
here in the 115th Congress, a fellow 
freshman. Again, it is quite a privilege 
to stand here with these fellow vet-
erans as peers, but also as a true sign 
of bipartisanship in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Now, I had remarks prepared yester-
day to address the House about this 
topic, but last night I went to Arling-
ton National Cemetery. I took my two 
daughters, who are here in town. We 
saw what people normally see, the 
changing of the guard, the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, the tomb of Presi-
dent Kennedy. But I made it a point to 
go to area 60, the area where there are 
many recent interments from the peo-
ple, from our veterans, from our breth-
ren, who have served in the global war 
on terrorism. 

On that hallowed ground, I made it a 
point to seek out someone I served 
with, a gentleman by the name of 
Brendan Looney. I served with Mr. 
Looney in Korea. He was an intel-
ligence officer back then. Both of us 
made sure that we wanted to do more. 
I went forward, but Brendan Looney 
wanted to do more than just that: he 
wanted to become a SEAL, and he did. 
He served in Iraq and he served in Af-
ghanistan. It was in 2010 when the 
Blackhawk he was riding in went down 
and crashed, killing everybody on-
board. 

Now, Brendan is interred in area 60 at 
Arlington National Cemetery right 
along with his brethren, with his 
brother in arms, Travis Manion. I 
looked at Travis Manion’s tombstone, 
and on that tombstone is a quote that 
I would like to share. On that tomb-
stone, it says: 

If not me, then who? 

And right next to Mr. Manion’s 
tombstone was another 19-year-old who 
was interred there, a veteran of the 
global war on terrorism. And on his 
tombstone was a quote that I would 
like to share. It said: 

I just want to do my part. 

Mr. Speaker, it is this attitude that 
was inscribed on those tombstones 
which is the attitude of this generation 
of veterans who served in the global 
war on terrorism, my generation, our 
generation, men and women who didn’t 
step back; instead, they stepped for-
ward. They didn’t just step forward; 
they ran forward, they ran to the fight. 

Now, also at Arlington National 
Cemetery was another quote that I 
would like to share, and it was from 
John F. Kennedy. The quote that they 
had up there by his tomb was from one 
of his speeches, in which he stated: 

In the long history of the world, only a few 
generations have been granted the role of de-
fending freedom in its hour of maximum 
danger. I do not shrink from this responsi-
bility. I welcome it. 

b 1145 

The men and women who served in 
the global war on terrorism did not 
shrink from that responsibility. They 
did not run away. They ran forward. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is 
important to have this memorial be-
cause the families, the friends, the men 
and women of this country should not 
just have to go to cemeteries to honor 
those who served and paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. That is why I stand here, Mr. 
Speaker, in full support of the memo-
rial here on the National Mall to not 
just honor, but to celebrate the service 
and the sacrifice of the veterans of the 
global war on terrorism. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GALLAGHER), who has 
brought this legislation before us 
today. 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
just wanted to quickly add my thanks 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts 

(Mr. MOULTON), who started this effort 
in the last Congress with another col-
league of ours, and I was fortunate 
enough to join that team when I ar-
rived here. Without his dedication from 
the start, we would not be at this mo-
ment today. 

I would also thank him for his exam-
ple of leadership in the Marine Corps 
and in Congress, which has inspired a 
generation of marines like myself. And 
while we don’t agree on everything, we 
always look for ways to work together. 

It is my belief in just listening to 
these speeches, particularly from the 
veterans who serve in Congress, that 
there is so much that we can work to-
gether on; and there are forces that are 
trying to divide us, but there is still so 
much that we can agree upon. 

So while this may seem like a small 
step, I would submit that this is big. 
And I hope this is the beginning of 
more work that we can do on behalf of 
the country, and that is what it should 
be about at the end of the day. 

So I just thank all of my colleagues. 
I thank the chairman for his help. I 
couldn’t be more proud that, in a di-
vided time, we came together to do 
something good on behalf of past gen-
erations of veterans and on behalf of 
the next generation. 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Again, I thank Congressman GALLA-
GHER, Congressman MOULTON, and all 
of the veterans who have sponsored 
this bill in remembrance of our broth-
ers and sisters from the global war on 
terrorism. 

I would like to speak a couple more 
minutes just because I rarely have the 
opportunity to speak about the guys 
that I served with. It was a group 
called Lima 325 out of Ohio. It was one 
of the best groups of men who I prob-
ably have ever met. We were nice 
young men from New Mexico that were 
suddenly added to these country boys 
and city boys from Ohio and sent to 
the middle of nowhere, Iraq. And from 
there, we saw a lot of combat. We lost 
a lot of friends. 

In section 60, many of us veterans 
have this tradition where we go and we 
put our quarters on the headstones of 
the men we served with. And I, unfor-
tunately, have to put down a lot of 
quarters. 

But one of the things that I will al-
ways remember is that this unit, Lima 
325, really brought people from all 
walks of life in America. You had Afri-
can Americans, you had country boys 
from Ohio, you had Navajo from the 
Navajo Nation and other parts of our 
Tribal Nations, you had Latinos. 

We even taught some of the Ohio 
boys how to cook since they don’t real-
ly have good taste. We introduced them 
to the idea of green chili, which I have 
heard has now taken off in Oliver, 
Ohio. And we lived together for 7 
months, going from house to house, 
from hole to hole. And even today, 
though many of us cannot see each 
other, we still live with each other in 
our spirits and in our souls. 
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These types of memorials matter. 

For many of us, this generation is not 
the generation that served together on 
a base. Many of us actually served from 
different parts of the world. We 
dropped our jobs and what we were 
doing, our school sometimes, to join in, 
leave our families, leave the comfort 
and safety of the United States to go 
and defend what we believed was im-
portant to this country and to honor 
our commitment. 

Sometimes it is these types of memo-
rials that are the only thing that actu-
ally bring us together. I recently was 
lucky enough to have my 10-year re-
union with the guys from Lima Com-
pany, and that is the first time I had 
seen many men that I had lived with 
for so long. It was a very inspiring as 
well as moving, and really consoling 
thing for me. 

I believe that having a memorial of 
this nature would be extremely impor-
tant for many men and women to be 
able to see, to be able to come and 
maybe not necessarily physically meet 
with their partners, with their com-
rades, but to at least be able to spir-
itually have a place to meet with their 
comrades, with the people that they 
served with in arms. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge everyone to vote 
‘‘yes,’’ and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

With this vote, we will begin pro-
ceeding on this memorial and begin a 
process of planning a great work to 
honor the bravery, sacrifice, and patri-
otism to those who have defended 
Western civilization from the medieval 
barbarism that has reappeared in our 
time. 

But even more importantly, we begin 
work on a tangible promise for future 
generations, a promise animated by the 
heroic deeds of these veterans, the 
promise of a coming age of liberty and 
justice, of peace and tolerance that will 
surely come. I ask for adoption of this 
measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 873. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 481, I call up the 
bill (H.R. 3180) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2018 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government, 
the Community Management Account, 

and the Central Intelligence Agency 
Retirement and Disability System, and 
for other purposes, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 481, the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence, 
printed in the bill, shall be considered 
as adopted, and the bill, as amended, 
shall be considered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 3180 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2018’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 

TITLE I—INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 
Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 102. Classified Schedule of Authorizations. 
Sec. 103. Personnel ceiling adjustments. 
Sec. 104. Intelligence Community Management 

Account. 
TITLE II—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEN-

CY RETIREMENT AND DISABILITY SYS-
TEM 

Sec. 201. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 202. Computation of annuities for employ-

ees of the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

TITLE III—GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 
COMMUNITY MATTERS 

Sec. 301. Restriction on conduct of intelligence 
activities. 

Sec. 302. Increase in employee compensation 
and benefits authorized by law. 

Sec. 303. Congressional oversight of intelligence 
community contractors. 

Sec. 304. Enhanced personnel security pro-
grams. 

TITLE IV—MATTERS RELATING TO ELE-
MENTS OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY 
Subtitle A—Office of the Director of National 

Intelligence 
Sec. 401. Authority for protection of current 

and former employees of the Of-
fice of the Director of National 
Intelligence. 

Sec. 402. Designation of the program manager- 
information sharing environment. 

Sec. 403. Technical correction to the executive 
schedule. 

Subtitle B—Other Elements 
Sec. 411. Requirements relating to appointment 

of General Counsel of National 
Security Agency. 

Sec. 412. Transfer or elimination of certain com-
ponents and functions of the De-
fense Intelligence Agency. 

Sec. 413. Technical amendments related to the 
Department of Energy. 

TITLE V—MATTERS RELATING TO 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

Sec. 501. Assessment of significant Russian in-
fluence campaigns directed at for-
eign elections and referenda. 

Sec. 502. Foreign counterintelligence and cyber-
security threats to Federal elec-
tion campaigns. 

Sec. 503. Assessment of threat finance relating 
to the Russian Federation. 

TITLE VI—REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS 
Sec. 601. Period of overseas assignments for cer-

tain foreign service officers. 
Sec. 602. Semiannual reports on investigations 

of unauthorized public disclosures 
of classified information. 

Sec. 603. Intelligence community reports on se-
curity clearances. 

Sec. 604. Report on expansion of Security Pro-
tective Services jurisdiction. 

Sec. 605. Report on role of Director of National 
Intelligence with respect to cer-
tain foreign investments. 

Sec. 606. Report on Cyber Exchange Program. 
Sec. 607. Review of intelligence community par-

ticipation in vulnerabilities equi-
ties process. 

Sec. 608. Review of Intelligence Community 
whistleblower matters. 

Sec. 609. Sense of Congress on notifications of 
certain disclosures of classified in-
formation. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 
(1) CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘congressional intelligence 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives. 

(2) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term ‘‘in-
telligence community’’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 3(4) of the National Security 
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)). 

TITLE I—INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Funds are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2018 for the conduct of 
the intelligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the following elements of the United 
States Government: 

(1) The Office of the Director of National In-
telligence. 

(2) The Central Intelligence Agency. 
(3) The Department of Defense. 
(4) The Defense Intelligence Agency. 
(5) The National Security Agency. 
(6) The Department of the Army, the Depart-

ment of the Navy, and the Department of the 
Air Force. 

(7) The Coast Guard. 
(8) The Department of State. 
(9) The Department of the Treasury. 
(10) The Department of Energy. 
(11) The Department of Justice. 
(12) The Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
(13) The Drug Enforcement Administration. 
(14) The National Reconnaissance Office. 
(15) The National Geospatial-Intelligence 

Agency. 
(16) The Department of Homeland Security. 

SEC. 102. CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE OF AUTHORIZA-
TIONS. 

(a) SPECIFICATIONS OF AMOUNTS.—The 
amounts authorized to be appropriated under 
section 101 and, subject to section 103, the au-
thorized personnel ceilings as of September 30, 
2018, for the conduct of the intelligence activi-
ties of the elements listed in paragraphs (1) 
through (16) of section 101, are those specified in 
the classified Schedule of Authorizations pre-
pared to accompany this Act. 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE OF 
AUTHORIZATIONS.— 

(1) AVAILABILITY.—The classified Schedule of 
Authorizations referred to in subsection (a) 
shall be made available to the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate, the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives, 
and to the President. 

(2) DISTRIBUTION BY THE PRESIDENT.—Subject 
to paragraph (3), the President shall provide for 
suitable distribution of the classified Schedule of 
Authorizations referred to in subsection (a), or 
of appropriate portions of such Schedule, within 
the executive branch. 
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(3) LIMITS ON DISCLOSURE.—The President 

shall not publicly disclose the classified Sched-
ule of Authorizations or any portion of such 
Schedule except— 

(A) as provided in section 601(a) of the Imple-
menting Recommendations of the 9/11 Commis-
sion Act of 2007 (50 U.S.C. 3306(a)); 

(B) to the extent necessary to implement the 
budget; or 

(C) as otherwise required by law. 
SEC. 103. PERSONNEL CEILING ADJUSTMENTS. 

(a) AUTHORITY FOR INCREASES.—The Director 
of National Intelligence may authorize employ-
ment of civilian personnel in excess of the num-
ber authorized for fiscal year 2018 by the classi-
fied Schedule of Authorizations referred to in 
section 102(a) if the Director of National Intel-
ligence determines that such action is necessary 
to the performance of important intelligence 
functions, except that the number of personnel 
employed in excess of the number authorized 
under such section may not, for any element of 
the intelligence community, exceed 3 percent of 
the number of civilian personnel authorized 
under such schedule for such element. 

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PERSONNEL.—The 
Director of National Intelligence shall establish 
guidelines that govern, for each element of the 
intelligence community, the treatment under the 
personnel levels authorized under section 102(a), 
including any exemption from such personnel 
levels, of employment or assignment in— 

(1) a student program, trainee program, or 
similar program; 

(2) a reserve corps or as a reemployed annu-
itant; or 

(3) details, joint duty, or long-term, full-time 
training. 

(c) NOTICE TO CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
COMMITTEES.—The Director of National Intel-
ligence shall notify the congressional intel-
ligence committees in writing at least 15 days 
prior to each exercise of an authority described 
in subsection (a). 
SEC. 104. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY MANAGE-

MENT ACCOUNT. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated for the 
Intelligence Community Management Account 
of the Director of National Intelligence for fiscal 
year 2018 the sum of $526,900,000. Within such 
amount, funds identified in the classified Sched-
ule of Authorizations referred to in section 
102(a) for advanced research and development 
shall remain available until September 30, 2019. 

(b) AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL LEVELS.—The ele-
ments within the Intelligence Community Man-
agement Account of the Director of National In-
telligence are authorized 804 positions as of Sep-
tember 30, 2018. Personnel serving in such ele-
ments may be permanent employees of the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence or per-
sonnel detailed from other elements of the 
United States Government. 

(c) CLASSIFIED AUTHORIZATIONS.— 
(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 

addition to amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for the Intelligence Community Manage-
ment Account by subsection (a), there are au-
thorized to be appropriated for the Intelligence 
Community Management Account for fiscal year 
2018 such additional amounts as are specified in 
the classified Schedule of Authorizations re-
ferred to in section 102(a). Such additional 
amounts made available for advanced research 
and development shall remain available until 
September 30, 2019. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF PERSONNEL.—In addi-
tion to the personnel authorized by subsection 
(b) for elements of the Intelligence Community 
Management Account as of September 30, 2018, 
there are authorized such additional personnel 
for the Community Management Account as of 
that date as are specified in the classified 
Schedule of Authorizations referred to in section 
102(a). 

TITLE II—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEN-
CY RETIREMENT AND DISABILITY SYS-
TEM 

SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
There is authorized to be appropriated for the 

Central Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability Fund for fiscal year 2018 the sum of 
$514,000,000. 
SEC. 202. COMPUTATION OF ANNUITIES FOR EM-

PLOYEES OF THE CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY. 

(a) COMPUTATION OF ANNUITIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 221 of the Central 

Intelligence Agency Retirement Act (50 U.S.C. 
2031) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)(3)(B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘, as determined 
by using the annual rate of basic pay that 
would be payable for full-time service in that 
position.’’; 

(B) in subsection (b)(1)(C)(i), by striking ‘‘12- 
month’’ and inserting ‘‘2-year’’; 

(C) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘one year’’ 
and inserting ‘‘two years’’; 

(D) in subsection (g)(2), by striking ‘‘one 
year’’ each place such term appears and insert-
ing ‘‘two years’’; 

(E) by redesignating subsections (h), (i), (j), 
(k), and (l) as subsections (i), (j), (k), (l), and 
(m), respectively; and 

(F) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(h) CONDITIONAL ELECTION OF INSURABLE IN-
TEREST SURVIVOR ANNUITY BY PARTICIPANTS 
MARRIED AT THE TIME OF RETIREMENT.— 

‘‘(1) AUTHORITY TO MAKE DESIGNATION.—Sub-
ject to the rights of former spouses under sub-
section (b) and section 222, at the time of retire-
ment a married participant found by the Direc-
tor to be in good health may elect to receive an 
annuity reduced in accordance with subsection 
(f)(1)(B) and designate in writing an individual 
having an insurable interest in the participant 
to receive an annuity under the system after the 
participant’s death, except that any such elec-
tion to provide an insurable interest survivor 
annuity to the participant’s spouse shall only be 
effective if the participant’s spouse waives the 
spousal right to a survivor annuity under this 
Act. The amount of the annuity shall be equal 
to 55 percent of the participant’s reduced annu-
ity. 

‘‘(2) REDUCTION IN PARTICIPANT’S ANNUITY.— 
The annuity payable to the participant making 
such election shall be reduced by 10 percent of 
an annuity computed under subsection (a) and 
by an additional 5 percent for each full 5 years 
the designated individual is younger than the 
participant. The total reduction under this sub-
paragraph may not exceed 40 percent. 

‘‘(3) COMMENCEMENT OF SURVIVOR ANNUITY.— 
The annuity payable to the designated indi-
vidual shall begin on the day after the retired 
participant dies and terminate on the last day 
of the month before the designated individual 
dies. 

‘‘(4) RECOMPUTATION OF PARTICIPANT’S ANNU-
ITY ON DEATH OF DESIGNATED INDIVIDUAL.—An 
annuity which is reduced under this subsection 
shall, effective the first day of the month fol-
lowing the death of the designated individual, 
be recomputed and paid as if the annuity had 
not been so reduced.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY RETIRE-

MENT ACT.—The Central Intelligence Agency Re-
tirement Act (50 U.S.C. 2001 et seq.) is amend-
ed— 

(i) in section 232(b)(1) (50 U.S.C. 2052(b)(1)), 
by striking ‘‘221(h),’’ and inserting ‘‘221(i),’’; 
and 

(ii) in section 252(h)(4) (50 U.S.C. 2082(h)(4)), 
by striking ‘‘221(k)’’ and inserting ‘‘221(l)’’. 

(B) CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ACT OF 
1949.—Subsection (a) of section 14 of the Central 
Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 
3514(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘221(h)(2), 

221(i), 221(l),’’ and inserting ‘‘221(i)(2), 221(j), 
221(m),’’. 

(b) ANNUITIES FOR FORMER SPOUSES.—Sub-
paragraph (B) of section 222(b)(5) of the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement Act (50 U.S.C. 
2032(b)(5)(B)) is amended by striking ‘‘one year’’ 
and inserting ‘‘two years’’. 

(c) PRIOR SERVICE CREDIT.—Subparagraph 
(A) of section 252(b)(3) of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement Act (50 U.S.C. 
2082(b)(3)(A)) is amended by striking ‘‘October 1, 
1990’’ both places that term appears and insert-
ing ‘‘March 31, 1991’’. 

(d) REEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION.—Section 
273 of the Central Intelligence Agency Retire-
ment Act (50 U.S.C. 2113) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c) as 
subsections (c) and (d), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) PART-TIME REEMPLOYED ANNUITANTS.— 
The Director shall have the authority to reem-
ploy an annuitant in a part-time basis in ac-
cordance with section 8344(l) of title 5, United 
States Code.’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICATION.—The 
amendments made by subsection (a)(1)(A) and 
subsection (c) shall take effect as if enacted on 
October 28, 2009, and shall apply to computa-
tions or participants, respectively, as of such 
date. 

TITLE III—GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 
COMMUNITY MATTERS 

SEC. 301. RESTRICTION ON CONDUCT OF INTEL-
LIGENCE ACTIVITIES. 

The authorization of appropriations by this 
Act shall not be deemed to constitute authority 
for the conduct of any intelligence activity 
which is not otherwise authorized by the Con-
stitution or the laws of the United States. 
SEC. 302. INCREASE IN EMPLOYEE COMPENSA-

TION AND BENEFITS AUTHORIZED 
BY LAW. 

Appropriations authorized by this Act for sal-
ary, pay, retirement, and other benefits for Fed-
eral employees may be increased by such addi-
tional or supplemental amounts as may be nec-
essary for increases in such compensation or 
benefits authorized by law. 
SEC. 303. CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT OF INTEL-

LIGENCE COMMUNITY CONTRAC-
TORS. 

(a) OVERSIGHT BY CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Title V of the National Secu-

rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) is amend-
ed by inserting after section 506J the following 
new section: 
‘‘SEC. 506K. OVERSIGHT OF INTELLIGENCE COM-

MUNITY CONTRACTORS. 
‘‘Notwithstanding the terms of any contract 

awarded by the head of an element of the intel-
ligence community, the head may not— 

‘‘(1) prohibit a contractor of such element 
from contacting or meeting with either of the 
congressional intelligence committees (including 
a member or an employee thereof) to discuss 
matters relating to a contract; 

‘‘(2) take any adverse action against a con-
tractor of such element, including by sus-
pending or debarring the contractor or termi-
nating a contract, based on the contractor con-
tacting or meeting with either of the congres-
sional intelligence committees (including a mem-
ber or an employee thereof) to discuss matters 
relating to a contract; or 

‘‘(3) require the approval of the head before a 
contractor of such element contacts or meets 
with either of the congressional intelligence 
committees (including a member or an employee 
thereof) to discuss matters relating to a con-
tract.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents in the first section of the National Security 
Act of 1947 is amended by inserting after the 
item relating to section 506J the following new 
item: 
‘‘Sec. 506K. Oversight of intelligence community 

contractors.’’. 
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(b) APPLICATION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a)(1) shall apply with respect to a 
contract awarded by the head of an element of 
the intelligence community on or after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 304. ENHANCED PERSONNEL SECURITY PRO-

GRAMS. 
Section 11001(d) of title 5, United States Code, 

is amended— 
(1) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘AUDIT’’ and inserting ‘‘REVIEW’’; 
(2) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘audit’’ and 

inserting ‘‘review’’; and 
(3) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘audit’’ and 

inserting ‘‘review’’. 

TITLE IV—MATTERS RELATING TO ELE-
MENTS OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY 

Subtitle A—Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence 

SEC. 401. AUTHORITY FOR PROTECTION OF CUR-
RENT AND FORMER EMPLOYEES OF 
THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Section 5(a)(4) of the Central Intelligence 
Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3506(a)(4)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘such personnel of the Of-
fice of the Director of National Intelligence as 
the Director of National Intelligence may des-
ignate;’’ and inserting ‘‘current and former per-
sonnel of the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence and their immediate families as the 
Director of National Intelligence may des-
ignate;’’. 
SEC. 402. DESIGNATION OF THE PROGRAM MAN-

AGER-INFORMATION SHARING ENVI-
RONMENT. 

(a) INFORMATION SHARING ENVIRONMENT.— 
Section 1016(b) of the Intelligence Reform and 
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (6 U.S.C. 
485(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘President’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Director of National Intel-
ligence’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘President’’ 
both places that term appears and inserting 
‘‘Director of National Intelligence’’. 

(b) PROGRAM MANAGER.—Section 1016(f) of 
the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Preven-
tion Act of 2004 (6 U.S.C. 485(f)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘The individual designated as the pro-
gram manager shall serve as program manager 
until removed from service or replaced by the 
President (at the President’s sole discretion).’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Beginning on the date of the en-
actment of the Intelligence Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2018, each individual designated 
as the program manager shall be appointed by 
the Director of National Intelligence.’’. 
SEC. 403. TECHNICAL CORRECTION TO THE EXEC-

UTIVE SCHEDULE. 
Section 5313 of title 5, United States Code, is 

amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘Director of the National Counterintelligence 

and Security.’’. 

Subtitle B—Other Elements 
SEC. 411. REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO AP-

POINTMENT OF GENERAL COUNSEL 
OF NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2 of the National Se-
curity Agency Act of 1959 (Public Law 86–36; 50 
U.S.C. 3602) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(c)(1) There is a General Counsel of the Na-
tional Security Agency. 

‘‘(2) The General Counsel of the National Se-
curity Agency shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsection (c) of sec-
tion 2 of the National Security Agency Act of 
1959 (Public Law 86–36; 50 U.S.C. 3602) shall 
apply with respect to any person who is ap-
pointed to serve as General Counsel of the Na-
tional Security Agency on or after January 21, 
2021. 

SEC. 412. TRANSFER OR ELIMINATION OF CER-
TAIN COMPONENTS AND FUNCTIONS 
OF THE DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY. 

(a) INFORMATION REVIEW TASK FORCE.— 
(1) TRANSFER REQUIRED.—Effective on the 

date that is 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, there is transferred from the 
Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency to 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff all 
functions performed by the Information Review 
Task Force and all assigned responsibilities per-
formed by the Information Review Task Force. 
Upon such transfer, such Task Force shall be 
designated as a chairman’s controlled activity. 

(2) TRANSITION PLAN.— 
(A) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 

60 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff shall jointly brief the congressional intel-
ligence committees and the congressional de-
fense committees on the plan to carry out the 
transfer required under paragraph (1). 

(B) SUBMITTAL OF FORMAL PLAN.—Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff shall jointly submit to the congressional 
intelligence committees and the congressional 
defense committees a formal plan for the trans-
fer required under paragraph (1). 

(3) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—The Direc-
tor of the Defense Intelligence Agency may not 
obligate or expend any funds authorized to be 
appropriated for the Information Review Task 
Force for fiscal year 2018 after the date that is 
180 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. Any such funds that are unobligated or un-
expended as of such date shall be transferred to 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

(b) IDENTITY INTELLIGENCE PROJECT OFFICE.— 
(1) ELIMINATION.—Effective on the date that is 

180 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency shall eliminate the Identity Intelligence 
Project Office, including all functions and as-
signed responsibilities performed by the Identity 
Intelligence Project Office. All personnel and 
assets pertaining to such Office shall be trans-
ferred to other elements of the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, as determined by the Director. 

(2) TRANSITION PLAN.— 
(A) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 

60 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency shall brief the congressional intelligence 
committees and the congressional defense com-
mittees on the plan to carry out the elimination 
required under paragraph (1). 

(B) SUBMITTAL OF FORMAL PLAN.—Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency shall submit to the congressional intel-
ligence committees and the congressional de-
fense committees a formal plan for the elimi-
nation required under paragraph (1). 

(3) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—The Direc-
tor of the Defense Intelligence Agency may not 
obligate or expend any funds authorized to be 
appropriated for the Identity Intelligence 
Project Office for fiscal year 2018 after the date 
that is 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. Any such funds that are unobli-
gated or unexpended as of such date shall be 
transferred to other elements of the Defense In-
telligence Agency, as determined by the Direc-
tor. 

(c) WATCHLISTING BRANCH.— 
(1) TRANSFER REQUIRED.—Effective on the 

date that is 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, there is transferred from the 
Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency to 
the Director for Intelligence of the Joint Staff 
all functions and all assigned responsibilities 
performed by the Watchlisting Branch. 

(2) TRANSITION PLAN.— 
(A) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 

60 days after the date of the enactment of this 

Act, the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency and the Director for Intelligence of the 
Joint Staff shall jointly brief the congressional 
intelligence committees and the congressional 
defense committees on the plan to carry out the 
transfer required under paragraph (1). 

(B) SUBMITTAL OF FORMAL PLAN.—Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency and the Director for Intelligence of the 
Joint Staff shall jointly submit to the congres-
sional intelligence committees and the congres-
sional defense committees a formal plan for the 
transfer required under paragraph (1). 

(3) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—The Direc-
tor of the Defense Intelligence Agency may not 
obligate or expend any funds authorized to be 
appropriated for the Watchlisting Branch for 
fiscal year 2018 after the date that is 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. Any 
such funds that are unobligated or unexpended 
as of such date shall be transferred to the Direc-
tor for Intelligence of the Joint Staff. 

(d) COUNTER-THREAT FINANCE.— 
(1) ELIMINATION.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency 
shall eliminate the Counter-Threat Finance 
analysis function of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency. All personnel and assets pertaining to 
such function shall be transferred to other ele-
ments of the Defense Intelligence Agency, as de-
termined by the Director. 

(2) TRANSITION PLAN.— 
(A) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 

60 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency shall brief the congressional intelligence 
committees and the congressional defense com-
mittees on the plan to eliminate the Counter- 
Threat Finance analysis function under para-
graph (1). 

(B) SUBMITTAL OF FORMAL PLAN.—Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency shall submit to the congressional intel-
ligence committees and the congressional de-
fense committees a formal plan to eliminate such 
function under paragraph (1). 

(3) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—The Direc-
tor of the Defense Intelligence Agency may not 
obligate or expend any funds authorized to be 
appropriated for the Counter-Threat Finance 
analysis function for fiscal year 2018 after the 
date that is 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. Any such funds that are unob-
ligated or unexpended as of such date shall be 
transferred to other elements of the Defense In-
telligence Agency, as determined by the Direc-
tor. 

(e) NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE UNIVERSITY.— 
(1) TRANSFER REQUIRED.—Effective on October 

1, 2020, there is transferred from the Director of 
the Defense Intelligence Agency to the Director 
of National Intelligence all functions and all as-
signed responsibilities performed by the National 
Intelligence University. 

(2) TRANSITION PLAN.— 
(A) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 

October 1, 2018, the Director of the Defense In-
telligence Agency and the Director of National 
Intelligence shall jointly brief the congressional 
intelligence committees and the congressional 
defense committees on the plan to carry out the 
transfer required under paragraph (1). 

(B) SUBMITTAL OF FORMAL PLAN.—Not later 
than April 1, 2019, the Director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency and the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence shall jointly submit to the 
congressional intelligence committees and the 
congressional defense committees a formal plan 
for the transfer required under paragraph (1). 

(3) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—The Direc-
tor of the Defense Intelligence Agency may not 
obligate or expend any funds authorized to be 
appropriated for the National Intelligence Uni-
versity after October 1, 2020. Any such funds 
that are unobligated or unexpended as of such 
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date shall be transferred to the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence. 

(f) CONGRESSIONAL NOTICE FOR REPROGRAM-
MING.—Not later than 30 days before transfer-
ring any funds relating to transferring or elimi-
nating any function under this section, the Di-
rector of the Defense Intelligence Agency shall 
submit to the congressional intelligence commit-
tees and the congressional defense committees 
notice in writing of such transfer. 

(g) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any function 
or executive agent responsibility that is trans-
ferred to the Director of National Intelligence 
pursuant to this section, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence may not delegate such func-
tion or responsibility to another element of the 
intelligence community. 

(2) EXECUTIVE AGENT RESPONSIBILITY.—In this 
subsection, the term ‘‘executive agent responsi-
bility’’ means the specific responsibilities, func-
tions, and authorities assigned by the Director 
of National Intelligence to the head of an intel-
ligence community element to provide defined 
levels of support for intelligence operations, or 
administrative or other designated activities. 

(h) DEADLINE FOR POLICY UPDATES.—Not 
later than October 1, 2020, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Intelligence, and the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff shall ensure that all rel-
evant policies of the intelligence community and 
Department of Defense are updated to reflect 
the transfers required to be made pursuant to 
this section. 

(i) TREATMENT OF TRANSFERRED FUNCTIONS.— 
No transferred functions or assigned responsi-
bility referred to in subsection (a), (c), or (e) 
shall be considered a new start by the receiving 
element, including in the case of any lapse of 
appropriation for such transferred function or 
assigned responsibility. 

(j) REPORTS ON OTHER ELEMENTS OF DEFENSE 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY.— 

(1) NATIONAL CENTER FOR CREDIBILITY ASSESS-
MENT.— 

(A) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(i) the assignment of executive agency for the 
National Center for Credibility Assessment to 
the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency 
may be limiting the ability of the Center to ef-
fectively serve the Federal customer base of the 
Center; 

(ii) the failure of the Director of National In-
telligence, in the role of the Director as security 
executive for the Federal Government, to define 
in policy the term ‘‘Executive Agent’’ may be 
further limiting the ability of the Center to re-
ceive sufficient resources to carry out the crit-
ical Federal mission of the Center; and 

(iii) the evolution of the Center from an orga-
nization of the Army to an organization serving 
27 departments and agencies and responsible for 
all Federal credibility assessment training, over-
sight, and research and development, has re-
sulted in a convoluted oversight structure based 
on legacy reporting requirements. 

(B) REPORT.—Not later than October 1, 2018, 
the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
the Director of National Intelligence, and the 
Secretary of Defense shall jointly submit to the 
congressional intelligence committees and the 
congressional defense committees a report on— 

(i) the current and projected missions and 
functions of the National Center for Credibility 
Assessment; 

(ii) the effectiveness of the current organiza-
tional assignment of the Center to the Director 
of the Defense Intelligence Agency; 

(iii) the effectiveness of the current oversight 
structure between the Center, the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, the Under Secretary of Defense 
for Intelligence, and the Director of National 
Intelligence; and 

(iv) the resources and authorities necessary to 
most effectively execute the missions and func-
tions of the Center. 

(2) UNDERGROUND FACILITIES ANALYSIS CEN-
TER.— 

(A) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(i) the assignment of executive agency for the 
Underground Facilities Analysis Center to the 
Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency may 
be limiting the ability of the Center to effectively 
serve the broader intelligence community cus-
tomer base of the Center; 

(ii) the failure of the Director of National In-
telligence to define in policy the term ‘‘Executive 
Agent’’ may be further limiting the ability of the 
Center to receive sufficient resources to carry 
out the critical mission of the Center; and 

(iii) the requirements of the intelligence com-
munity and Department of Defense with respect 
to underground facilities are not adequately 
being met given the scale and complexity of the 
problem set and the relatively small amount of 
funding currently received by the Center. 

(B) REPORT.—Not later than October 1, 2018, 
the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
the Director of National Intelligence, and the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall 
jointly submit to the congressional intelligence 
committees and the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on— 

(i) the missions and functions of the Under-
ground Facilities Analysis Center; 

(ii) the state of the requirements of the intel-
ligence community and Department of Defense 
with respect to underground facilities and the 
ability of the Center to meet such requirements; 

(iii) the effectiveness of the current organiza-
tional assignment of the Center to the Director 
of the Defense Intelligence Agency; 

(iv) the effectiveness of the current oversight 
structure between the Center, the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, the Secretary of Defense, and 
the Director of National Intelligence; and 

(v) the resources and authorities necessary to 
most effectively execute the missions and func-
tions of the Center. 

(k) CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘congressional 
defense committees’’ means— 

(1) the Committees on Armed Services of the 
Senate and House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committees on Appropriations of the 
Senate and House of Representatives. 
SEC. 413. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS RELATED TO 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY. 
(a) ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACT.—Section 

4524(b)(2) of the Atomic Energy Defense Act (50 
U.S.C. 2674(b)(2)) is amended by inserting ‘‘In-
telligence and’’ after ‘‘The Director of’’. 

(b) NATIONAL SECURITY ACT OF 1947.—Para-
graph (2) of section 106(b) of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3041(b)(2)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subparagraph (E), by inserting ‘‘and 
Counterintelligence’’ after ‘‘Office of Intel-
ligence’’; 

(2) by striking subparagraph (F); 
(3) by redesignating subparagraphs (G), (H), 

and (I) as subparagraphs (F), (G), and (H), re-
spectively; and 

(4) in subparagraph (H), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3), by realigning the margin of such 
subparagraph two ems to the left. 

TITLE V—MATTERS RELATING TO 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

SEC. 501. ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANT RUSSIAN 
INFLUENCE CAMPAIGNS DIRECTED 
AT FOREIGN ELECTIONS AND 
REFERENDA. 

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—Not later than 60 
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall sub-
mit to the congressional intelligence committees 
a report containing an analytical assessment of 
the most significant Russian influence cam-
paigns, if any, conducted during the 3-year pe-
riod preceding the date of the enactment of this 
Act, as well as the most significant current or 
planned such Russian influence campaigns, if 
any. Such assessment shall include— 

(1) a summary of such significant Russian in-
fluence campaigns, including, at a minimum, 
the specific means by which such campaigns 
were conducted, are being conducted, or likely 
will be conducted, as appropriate, and the spe-
cific goal of each such campaign; 

(2) a summary of any defenses against or re-
sponses to such Russian influence campaigns by 
the foreign state holding the elections or 
referenda; 

(3) a summary of any relevant activities by 
elements of the intelligence community under-
taken for the purpose of assisting the govern-
ment of such foreign state in defending against 
or responding to such Russian influence cam-
paigns; and 

(4) an assessment of the effectiveness of such 
defenses and responses described in paragraphs 
(2) and (3). 

(b) FORM.—The report required by subsection 
(a) may be submitted in classified form, but if so 
submitted, shall contain an unclassified sum-
mary. 

(c) RUSSIAN INFLUENCE CAMPAIGN DEFINED.— 
In this section, the term ‘‘Russian influence 
campaign’’ means any effort, covert or overt, 
and by any means, attributable to the Russian 
Federation directed at an election, referendum, 
or similar process in a country other than the 
Russian Federation or the United States. 
SEC. 502. FOREIGN COUNTERINTELLIGENCE AND 

CYBERSECURITY THREATS TO FED-
ERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGNS. 

(a) REPORTS REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As provided in paragraph 

(2), for each Federal election, the Director of 
National Intelligence, in coordination with the 
Under Secretary of Homeland Security for Intel-
ligence and Analysis and the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, shall make 
publicly available on an internet website an ad-
visory report on foreign counterintelligence and 
cybersecurity threats to election campaigns for 
Federal offices. Each such report shall include, 
consistent with the protection of sources and 
methods, each of the following: 

(A) A description of foreign counterintel-
ligence and cybersecurity threats to election 
campaigns for Federal offices. 

(B) A summary of best practices that election 
campaigns for Federal offices can employ in 
seeking to counter such threats. 

(C) An identification of any publicly available 
resources, including United States Government 
resources, for countering such threats. 

(2) SCHEDULE FOR SUBMITTAL.—A report 
under this subsection shall be made available as 
follows: 

(A) In the case of a report regarding an elec-
tion held for the office of Senator or Member of 
the House of Representatives during 2018, not 
later than the date that is 60 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

(B) In the case of a report regarding an elec-
tion for a Federal office during any subsequent 
year, not later than the date that is one year be-
fore the date of the election. 

(3) INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED.—A report 
under this subsection shall reflect the most cur-
rent information available to the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence regarding foreign counter-
intelligence and cybersecurity threats. 

(b) TREATMENT OF CAMPAIGNS SUBJECT TO 
HEIGHTENED THREATS.—If the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Under 
Secretary of Homeland Security for Intelligence 
and Analysis jointly determine that an election 
campaign for Federal office is subject to a 
heightened foreign counterintelligence or cyber-
security threat, the Director and the Under Sec-
retary, consistent with the protection of sources 
and methods, may make available additional in-
formation to the appropriate representatives of 
such campaign. 
SEC. 503. ASSESSMENT OF THREAT FINANCE RE-

LATING TO THE RUSSIAN FEDERA-
TION. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Director 
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of National Intelligence, acting through the Na-
tional Intelligence Manager for Threat Finance, 
shall submit to the congressional intelligence 
committees a report containing an assessment of 
the financing of threat activity by the Russian 
Federation. 

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under 
subsection (a) shall include, at a minimum, the 
following: 

(1) A summary of leading examples from the 3- 
year period prior to the date of the report of any 
threat finance activities conducted by, for the 
benefit of, or at the behest of officials of the 
Government of Russia, persons subject to sanc-
tions under any provision of law imposing sanc-
tions with respect to Russia, or Russian nation-
als subject to sanctions under any other provi-
sion of law. 

(2) An assessment with respect to any trends 
or patterns in threat finance activities relating 
to Russia, including common methods of con-
ducting such activities. 

(3) A summary of engagement and coordina-
tion with international partners on threat fi-
nance relating to Russia, especially in Europe, 
including examples of such engagement and co-
ordination. 

(4) An identification of any resource and col-
lection gaps. 

(c) FORM.—The report submitted under sub-
section (a) may be submitted in classified form. 

(d) THREAT FINANCE DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘threat finance’’ means— 

(1) the financing of cyber operations, global 
influence campaigns, intelligence service activi-
ties, proliferation, terrorism, or transnational 
crime and drug organizations; 

(2) the methods and entities used to spend, 
store, move, raise, or conceal money or value on 
behalf of threat actors; 

(3) sanctions evasion; or 
(4) other forms of threat financing domesti-

cally or internationally, as defined by the Presi-
dent. 

TITLE VI—REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS 
SEC. 601. PERIOD OF OVERSEAS ASSIGNMENTS 

FOR CERTAIN FOREIGN SERVICE OF-
FICERS. 

(a) LENGTH OF PERIOD OF ASSIGNMENT.—Sub-
section (a) of section 502 of the Foreign Service 
Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 3982) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) In making assignments under paragraph 
(1), and in accordance with section 903, and, if 
applicable, section 503, the Secretary shall as-
sure that a member of the Service may serve at 
a post for a period of not more than six consecu-
tive years.’’. 

(b) FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPLOYMENT RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Section 702 of the Foreign Service 
Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4022) is amended by— 

(1) redesignating subsection (c) as subsection 
(d); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(c) FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPLOYMENT RE-
QUIREMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
with the assistance of other relevant officials, 
shall require all members of the Service who re-
ceive foreign language training in Arabic, Farsi, 
Chinese (Mandarin or Cantonese), Turkish, Ko-
rean, and Japanese by the institution or other-
wise in accordance with subsection (b) to serve 
three successive tours in positions in which the 
acquired language is both relevant and deter-
mined to be a benefit to the Department. 

‘‘(2) OVERSEAS DEPLOYMENTS.—In carrying 
out paragraph (1), at least one of the three suc-
cessive tours referred to in such paragraph shall 
be an overseas deployment. 

‘‘(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State may 
waive the application of paragraph (1) for med-
ical or family hardship or in the interest of na-
tional security. 

‘‘(4) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—The Sec-
retary of State shall notify the Committees on 

Appropriations and Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives and Committees on 
Appropriations and Foreign Relations of the 
Senate at the end of each fiscal year of any in-
stances during the prior twelve months in which 
the waiver authority described in paragraph (3) 
was invoked.’’. 
SEC. 602. SEMIANNUAL REPORTS ON INVESTIGA-

TIONS OF UNAUTHORIZED PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURES OF CLASSIFIED IN-
FORMATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XI of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 
‘‘SEC. 1105. SEMIANNUAL REPORTS ON INVES-

TIGATIONS OF UNAUTHORIZED PUB-
LIC DISCLOSURES OF CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—On a semiannual basis, 
each covered official shall submit to the congres-
sional intelligence committees a report that in-
cludes, with respect to the preceding 6-month 
period— 

‘‘(1) the number of investigations opened by 
the covered official regarding an unauthorized 
public disclosure of classified information; 

‘‘(2) the number of investigations completed by 
the covered official regarding an unauthorized 
public disclosure of classified information; and 

‘‘(3) of the number of such completed inves-
tigations identified under paragraph (2), the 
number referred to the Attorney General for 
criminal investigation. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘covered official’ means— 
‘‘(A) the heads of each element of the intel-

ligence community; and 
‘‘(B) the inspectors general with oversight re-

sponsibility for an element of the intelligence 
community. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘investigation’ means any in-
quiry, whether formal or informal, into the ex-
istence of an unauthorized public disclosure of 
classified information. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘unauthorized public disclosure 
of classified information’ means the unauthor-
ized disclosure of classified information to a 
journalist or media organization.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents in the first section of the National Security 
Act of 1947 is amended by inserting after the 
item relating to section 1104 the following new 
item: 
‘‘Sec. 1105. Semiannual reports on investiga-

tions of unauthorized public dis-
closures of classified informa-
tion.’’. 

SEC. 603. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY REPORTS 
ON SECURITY CLEARANCES. 

Section 506H of the National Security Act of 
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3104) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by inserting 

‘‘and’’ after the semicolon; 
(B) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking ‘‘; 

and’’ and inserting a period; and 
(C) by striking subparagraph (C); 
(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-

section (c); 
(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-

lowing new subsection (b): 
‘‘(b) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY REPORTS.—(1) 

Not later than March 1 of each year, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence shall submit to the 
congressional intelligence committees a report 
on the security clearances processed by each ele-
ment of the intelligence community during the 
preceding calendar year. Each such report shall 
separately identify security clearances processed 
by each such element and shall cover Federal 
employees and contractor employees. 

‘‘(2) Each report submitted under paragraph 
(1) shall include each of the following for each 
element of the intelligence community for the 
year covered by the report: 

‘‘(A) The total number of initial security 
clearance background investigations opened for 
new applicants. 

‘‘(B) The total number of security clearance 
periodic re-investigations opened for existing 
employees. 

‘‘(C) The total number of initial security 
clearance background investigations for new ap-
plicants that were finalized and adjudicated 
with notice of a determination provided to the 
prospective applicant, including— 

‘‘(i) the total number that were adjudicated 
favorably and granted access to classified infor-
mation; and 

‘‘(ii) the total number that were adjudicated 
unfavorably and resulted in a denial or revoca-
tion of a security clearance. 

‘‘(D) The total number of security clearance 
periodic background investigations that were fi-
nalized and adjudicated with notice of a deter-
mination provided to the existing employee, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(i) the total number that were adjudicated 
favorably; and 

‘‘(ii) the total number that were adjudicated 
unfavorably and resulted in a denial or revoca-
tion of a security clearance. 

‘‘(E) The total number of pending security 
clearance background investigations, including 
initial applicant investigations and periodic re- 
investigations, that were not finalized and adju-
dicated as of the last day of such year and that 
remained pending as follows: 

‘‘(i) For 180 days or less. 
‘‘(ii) For 180 days or longer, but less than 12 

months. 
‘‘(iii) For 12 months or longer, but less than 18 

months. 
‘‘(iv) For 18 months or longer, but less than 24 

months. 
‘‘(v) For 24 months or longer. 
‘‘(F) In the case of security clearance deter-

minations completed or pending during the year 
preceding the year for which the report is sub-
mitted that have taken longer than 12 months to 
complete— 

‘‘(i) the cause of the delay for such determina-
tions; and 

‘‘(ii) the number of such determinations for 
which polygraph examinations were required. 

‘‘(G) The percentage of security clearance in-
vestigations, including initial and periodic re- 
investigations, that resulted in a denial or rev-
ocation of a security clearance. 

‘‘(H) The percentage of security clearance in-
vestigations that resulted in incomplete informa-
tion. 

‘‘(I) The percentage of security clearance in-
vestigations that did not result in enough infor-
mation to make a decision on potentially ad-
verse information. 

‘‘(3) The report required under this subsection 
shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may 
include a classified annex.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (c), as redesignated by para-
graph (2), by inserting ‘‘and (b)’’ after ‘‘sub-
section (a)(1)’’. 
SEC. 604. REPORT ON EXPANSION OF SECURITY 

PROTECTIVE SERVICES JURISDIC-
TION. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency shall submit 
to the congressional intelligence committees a 
report on the feasibility, justification, costs, and 
benefits of expanding the jurisdiction of the pro-
tective services of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy under section 15(a)(1) of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3515(a)). 
The report shall include— 

(1) an explanation of the need for expanding 
such jurisdiction beyond the 500-feet limit speci-
fied in such section 15(a)(1); and 

(2) an identification of any comparable de-
partments or agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment in the Washington metropolitan region (as 
defined in section 8301 of title 40, United States 
Code) whose protective services jurisdictions ex-
ceed 500 feet. 

(b) FORM.—The report under subsection (a) 
may be submitted in classified form. 
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SEC. 605. REPORT ON ROLE OF DIRECTOR OF NA-

TIONAL INTELLIGENCE WITH RE-
SPECT TO CERTAIN FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENTS. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Director 
of National Intelligence, in consultation with 
the heads of the elements of the intelligence 
community determined appropriate by the Direc-
tor, shall submit to the congressional intel-
ligence committees a report on the role of the Di-
rector in preparing analytic materials in con-
nection with the evaluation by the Federal Gov-
ernment of national security risks associated 
with potential foreign investments into the 
United States. 

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under 
subsection (a) shall— 

(1) describe the current process for the provi-
sion of the analytic materials described in sub-
section (a); 

(2) identify the most significant benefits and 
drawbacks of such process with respect to the 
role of the Director, including any benefits or 
drawbacks relating to the time allotted to the 
Director to prepare such materials; and 

(3) include recommendations to improve such 
process. 
SEC. 606. REPORT ON CYBER EXCHANGE PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the 

date of the enactment of this Act, the Director 
of National Intelligence shall submit to the con-
gressional intelligence committees a report on 
the potential establishment of a fully voluntary 
exchange program between elements of the intel-
ligence community and private technology com-
panies under which— 

(1) an employee of an element of the intel-
ligence community with demonstrated expertise 
and work experience in cybersecurity or related 
disciplines may elect to be temporarily detailed 
to a private technology company that has elect-
ed to receive the detailee; and 

(2) an employee of a private technology com-
pany with demonstrated expertise and work ex-
perience in cybersecurity or related disciplines 
may elect to be temporarily detailed to an ele-
ment of the intelligence community that has 
elected to receive the detailee. 

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under 
subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) The feasibility of establishing the exchange 
program described in such subsection. 

(2) Identification of any challenges in estab-
lishing the exchange program. 

(3) An evaluation of the benefits to the intel-
ligence community that would result from the 
exchange program. 
SEC. 607. REVIEW OF INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 

PARTICIPATION IN 
VULNERABILITIES EQUITIES PROC-
ESS. 

(a) REVIEW.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Inspector 
General of the Intelligence Community shall re-
view, with respect to the 3-year period preceding 
the date of the review, the roles and responsibil-
ities of the elements of the intelligence commu-
nity in the process of the Federal Government 
for determining whether, when, how, and to 
whom information about a vulnerability that is 
not publicly known will be shared with or re-
leased to a non-Federal entity or the public. 

(b) REPORT.— 
(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 240 days after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the In-
spector General shall submit to the congres-
sional intelligence committees a report on the re-
sults of the review under subsection (a). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph 
(1) shall include the following: 

(A) A description of the roles and responsibil-
ities of the elements of the intelligence commu-
nity in the process of determining whether, 
when, how, and to whom information about a 
vulnerability that is not publicly known will be 
shared or released to a non-Federal entity or the 
public. 

(B) The criteria used by the Federal Govern-
ment, including elements of the intelligence com-
munity, in making such determination. 

(C) With respect to the period covered by the 
review— 

(i) a summary of vulnerabilities known to ele-
ments of the intelligence community that were 
reviewed by the Federal Government pursuant 
to such process, including— 

(I) the number of vulnerabilities known to the 
intelligence community that were reviewed; and 

(II) of such number of reviewed 
vulnerabilities, the number for which informa-
tion was shared with or released to a non-Fed-
eral entity or the public; 

(ii) an assessment of whether there were any 
vulnerabilities known to elements of the intel-
ligence community that were not reviewed pur-
suant to such process, and if so, the basis and 
rationale for not conducting such a review; and 

(iii) a summary of the most significant inci-
dents in which a vulnerability known to the in-
telligence community, but not shared with or re-
leased to a non-Federal entity or the public, was 
exploited by an individual, an entity, or a for-
eign country in the course of carrying out a 
cyber intrusion. 

(D) A description of any current mechanisms 
for overseeing such process. 

(E) Recommendations to improve the effi-
ciency, effectiveness, accountability, and, con-
sistent with national security, transparency of 
such process. 

(F) Any other matters the Inspector General 
determines appropriate. 

(3) FORM.—The report may be submitted in 
classified form. 

(c) VULNERABILITY DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘vulnerability’’ means, with respect to 
information technology, a design, configuration, 
or implementation weakness in a technology, 
product, system, service, or application that can 
be exploited or triggered to cause unexpected or 
unintended behavior. 

SEC. 608. REVIEW OF INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 
WHISTLEBLOWER MATTERS. 

(a) REVIEW OF WHISTLEBLOWER MATTERS.— 
The Inspector General of the Intelligence Com-
munity, in consultation with the inspectors gen-
eral for the Central Intelligence Agency, the Na-
tional Security Agency, the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, the Defense In-
telligence Agency, and the National Reconnais-
sance Office, shall conduct a review of the au-
thorities, policies, investigatory standards, and 
other practices and procedures relating to intel-
ligence community whistleblower matters, with 
respect to such inspectors general. 

(b) OBJECTIVE OF REVIEW.—The objective of 
the review required under subsection (a) is to 
identify any discrepancies, inconsistencies, or 
other issues, which frustrate the timely and ef-
fective reporting of intelligence community 
whistleblower matters to appropriate inspectors 
general and to the congressional intelligence 
committees, and the fair and expeditious inves-
tigation and resolution of such matters. 

(c) CONDUCT OF REVIEW.—The Inspector Gen-
eral of the Intelligence Community shall take 
such measures as the Inspector General deter-
mines necessary in order to ensure that the re-
view required by subsection (a) is conducted in 
an independent and objective fashion. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Inspector 
General of the Intelligence Community shall 
submit to the congressional intelligence commit-
tees a written report containing the results of 
the review required under subsection (a), along 
with recommendations to improve the timely and 
effective reporting of Intelligence Community 
whistleblower matters to inspectors general and 
to the congressional intelligence committees and 
the fair and expeditious investigation and reso-
lution of such matters. 

SEC. 609. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON NOTIFICA-
TIONS OF CERTAIN DISCLOSURES OF 
CLASSIFIED INFORMATION. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that section 502 
of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3092) requires elements of the intelligence com-
munity to keep the congressional intelligence 
committees ‘‘fully and currently informed’’ 
about all ‘‘intelligence activities’’ of the United 
States, and to ‘‘furnish to the congressional in-
telligence committees any information or mate-
rial concerning intelligence activities. . .which 
is requested by either of the congressional intel-
ligence committees in order to carry out its au-
thorized responsibilities.’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) the authorities described in subsection (a), 
together with other intelligence community au-
thorities, obligate an element of the intelligence 
community to submit to the congressional intel-
ligence committees written notification, by not 
later than 7 days after becoming aware, that an 
individual in the executive branch has disclosed 
covered classified information to an official of 
an adversary foreign government using methods 
other than established intelligence channels; 
and 

(2) each such notification should include— 
(A) the date and place of the disclosure of 

classified information covered by the notifica-
tion; 

(B) a description of such classified informa-
tion; 

(C) identification of the individual who made 
such disclosure and the individual to whom 
such disclosure was made; and 

(D) a summary of the circumstances of such 
disclosure. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘adversary foreign government’’ 

means the government of any of the following 
foreign countries: 

(A) North Korea. 
(B) Iran. 
(C) China. 
(D) Russia. 
(E) Cuba. 
(2) The term ‘‘covered classified information’’ 

means classified information that was— 
(A) collected by an element of the intelligence 

community; or 
(B) provided by the intelligence service or 

military of a foreign country to an element of 
the intelligence community. 

(3) The term ‘‘established intelligence chan-
nels’’ means methods to exchange intelligence to 
coordinate foreign intelligence relationships, as 
established pursuant to law by the Director of 
National Intelligence, the Director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, the Director of the Na-
tional Security Agency, or other head of an ele-
ment of the intelligence community. 

(4) The term ‘‘individual in the executive 
branch’’ means any officer or employee of the 
executive branch, including individuals— 

(A) occupying a position specified in article II 
of the Constitution; 

(B) appointed to a position by an individual 
described in subparagraph (A); or 

(C) serving in the civil service or the senior ex-
ecutive service (or similar service for senior ex-
ecutives of particular departments or agencies). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California (Mr. NUNES) 
and the gentleman from California (Mr. 
SCHIFF) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. NUNES). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and insert extra-
neous material in the RECORD on the 
bill, H.R. 3180. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this is a good, bipar-

tisan bill that we have worked all year 
putting together in a bipartisan man-
ner. I thank all of my colleagues not 
only on the Intelligence Committee, 
but also those colleagues who came 
down to review the bill. Hopefully they 
got all the information from our staff 
to provide all the answers that they 
may need so that they understand the 
classified nature of the bill and the im-
portance of this bill to our Nation’s in-
telligence community and our 
warfighters. 

I want to highlight just a few things 
in the bill, because we did debate this 
bill on Monday, so I will go through 
this quickly. 

The legislation provides the intel-
ligence community authorization need-
ed to protect and defend the United 
States. It supports critical national se-
curity programs, such as those pro-
tecting Americans against terrorism, 
cyber attacks, and hostile foreign na-
tions. 

The total funding authorized in the 
bill is slightly below the President’s 
budget request, and is consistent with 
the House Budget Committee-passed 
fiscal year 2018 budget resolution. 

H.R. 3180 enables the intelligence 
community to carry out its vital work 
protecting Americans in the most com-
plex threat environment since 9/11. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

The Intelligence Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2018 is a solid, bipar-
tisan bill, one that garnered unani-
mous approval in the committee by 
voice vote. 

I thank my committee colleagues 
and the entire HPSCI staff for their 
collaborative efforts in crafting the 
measure that we consider here today. 

In the 114th Congress, this committee 
worked in a similar bipartisan fashion 
to pass into law four key pieces of na-
tional security legislation. I am proud 
of our past legislative accomplish-
ments, which testify to the virtues of 
substantive deliberation and reasoned 
compromise without needing to com-
promise the security of the American 
people or of our brave servicemembers. 

Reflecting on the past year, on Rus-
sia’s assault on Western democracies, 
and on other challenges as well, from 
everything to include North Korea’s 
unrelenting pursuit of a strategic nu-
clear capability, we owe the American 
people a deliberate process. 

I wish the bill had come to the floor 
with a rule that allowed Members to 
offer amendments. That opportunity is 
commensurate with the importance of 
the intelligence bill and the need for 
vigorous oversight of the IC by the 
whole Congress. 

Nonetheless, the manifest short-
comings in the process cannot take 
precedence over the imperative of dis-
charging our duty and authorizing the 
operations of the intelligence commu-
nity. On its merits, I urge all Members 
to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 3180 today. 

The Intelligence Committee oversees 
some of the most sensitive and highly 
classified aspects of U.S. intelligence 
operations and programs. The annual 
Intelligence Authorization Act is the 
primary means by which we can guar-
antee an appropriate balance between 
our Nation’s national security impera-
tives and the civil liberties and privacy 
rights enshrined in the Constitution. 

H.R. 3180 does just that by funding, 
equipping, and giving policy direction 
to the intelligence community and 
military intelligence elements of the 
Defense Department. It sustains sup-
port for key national security prior-
ities and programs, and represents a 
slight decrease from the President’s 
budget request from 2018. 

This bill features a number of provi-
sions championed by my Democratic 
colleagues, some of which redouble the 
IC’s focus on the scope and nature of 
the threat, both overt and covert, that 
Russia poses to our interests and 
American political institutions. 

H.R. 3180 also mandates public re-
porting about counterintelligence and 
cyber threats against future U.S. elec-
tions; bolsters oversight of our policy 
guiding counterterrorism actions out-
side of declared areas of hostilities; and 
seeks more information about the ex-
ecutive branch’s process for deter-
mining when and to whom to reveal in-
formation about vulnerabilities in 
computers and networks. 

At the same time, and unlike IAAs of 
years past, this bill omits problematic 
language regarding Guantanamo deten-
tions and the role of the Privacy and 
Civil Liberties Oversight Board. 

I am less supportive of some ele-
ments in this legislation, but the bill’s 
merits outweigh any misgivings I may 
have, and I was proud to cosponsor the 
bill along with the chairman. Through 
it, our committee and the Congress as 
a whole serves as a guardrail against 
any excesses, transgressions or abuses. 
That has always been a solemn obliga-
tion, but at this uncertain and unprec-
edented moment in our national life, it 
carries even more responsibility for all 
of us. 

So, again, I urge my colleagues today 
to vote with me to advance the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act and see that 
it is enacted into law. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. HIMES), one of our sub-
committee ranking members. 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
both the chairman and ranking mem-
ber for the strong bill that has been of-

fered up today and for the bipartisan 
manner in which it was developed and 
enacted and, hopefully, will be passed. 

I rise in strong support of this bill, 
but would note for my colleagues that 
this authorization bill is an odd one. 
To fully understand it, you need to go 
deep into the basement of this Capitol 
and review it behind heavy metal 
doors. 

b 1200 

The bill is full of acronyms and code 
words and classified information. As 
such, it can be hard to understand, and 
things that are hard to understand 
sometimes cause anxiety and fear. Let 
me take a moment to describe what 
this bill does. 

This bill has the strong bipartisan 
support of my fellow committee mem-
bers, liberal Democrats and conserv-
ative Republicans alike, because it pro-
vides the lifeblood to a truly remark-
able group of people who work behind 
the scenes and in the dark to keep us 
safe and to keep us free. 

The unheralded and unacknowledged 
warriors of the intelligence community 
never stop in the work that they do 
around the world. As we speak, North 
Korea is feverishly working to develop 
the ability to deliver a nuclear bomb to 
American shores. Our intelligence com-
munity is watching, evaluating, and 
planning against this mortal threat. 

As we speak, for the first time in a 
generation, Iran is not feverishly work-
ing to develop the ability to deliver a 
nuclear bomb to our shores. Our intel-
ligence community is making sure that 
that stays true. 

As we speak, Mr. Speaker, for the 
umpteenth time, terrorists in places 
like Afghanistan and Libya and Syria 
are spending their time desperately 
trying to stay alive instead of spending 
their time planning to attack our air-
lines, our cities, and our people. 

As we speak, Mr. Speaker, Russia 
lurks, seeking advantage, promoting 
instability, and working to erode inter-
national norms and instability. We 
should make no mistake about Russia 
as an adversary, because there is a lot 
of noise about this. Russia is a country 
that invades neighboring sovereign 
countries, it murders political oppo-
nents, it bombs Syrian hospitals, and, 
yes, it conducted an unprecedented at-
tack on the very core of our Demo-
cratic system: our free and fair elec-
tions. 

This bill funds the warriors who are 
watching that, who are standing up 
against that, in order to keep our sys-
tem what we all like it to be. 

Mr. Speaker, because these activities 
are carried out secretly in the dark of 
night and usually unacknowledged, 
there is always the possibility for 
abuse. These activities, by their na-
ture, run up against the lines of those 
values that make us Americans. This is 
surveillance. It is other things that are 
worthy of debate. The members of this 
committee spend their days in good ar-
gument about what the limits of those 
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activities should be, and we will have 
additional arguments around things 
like the reauthorization of the section 
702 surveillance programs. These are 
terrific arguments that we have in a 
constructive way. These are not argu-
ments that are present in this bill. 
Just as we did on section 215, we will 
have a robust discussion of the section 
702 international authorities. These are 
authorities that raise questions and 
that should be subject to the debate of 
this Chamber. 

But this bill, this bill today, is about 
the lifeblood of a remarkable group of 
people who don’t always get it right 
any more than we do, but who are pa-
triots, who respect the Constitution, 
and who need our support in the work 
that they do to keep us safe and keep 
us free. 

I would like to, again, thank the ma-
jority, the chairman, the ranking 
member, and especially the staff who 
worked diligently to make this a bill 
that we would unanimously support 
and suggest to my colleagues in this 
Chamber that we don’t see a lot of bills 
like this one, but this one is worthy of 
their support. 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I want 
to thank the gentleman, Mr. HIMES, for 
his kind comments, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
PELOSI.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
time, and I join our colleague in salut-
ing the committee for bringing this bi-
partisan legislation to the floor—so 
many issues that the committee has to 
deal with. I know that full well as a 
previous ranking member. 

I know that we all agree that every 
chance we get we want to salute the 
patriotic men and women of the intel-
ligence community for their ceaseless 
heroism and unblinking vigilance to 
keep the American people safe. I thank 
them for all they do for force protec-
tion and conflict prevention. The quiet 
professionals of the U.S. intelligence 
community work every day, again, to 
keep this country safe and our leaders 
informed. Respect for their work is es-
sential. 

I thank Ranking Member SCHIFF and 
members of the committee—Mr. 
SCHIFF, for his leadership, and com-
mend all the members of the com-
mittee for their dedication to those 
same goals. 

I am sorry that this bill is coming up 
under a closed rule so that Members 
cannot offer amendments. One such 
amendment might be about an inde-
pendent commission. It is the judg-
ment of the intelligence community, as 
expressed in the January 2017 Intel-
ligence Community Assessment, that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin or-
dered a multifaceted active-measures 
campaign to sow discord in our polit-
ical process and help one Presidential 
candidate and hurt the other. 

For this reason, we continue to ask 
for an outside, independent commission 
to look forward on how to prevent Rus-
sia and others from meddling in our 
election system again. The Swalwell- 
Cummings legislation to establish that 
commission has 200 bipartisan cospon-
sors. 

I also want to salute our Homeland 
Security Committee ranking member, 
BENNIE THOMPSON, for his leadership to 
strengthen the preparedness of the 
election infrastructure of the United 
States to identify and withstand a for-
eign attack. 

Our election systems are part of the 
critical infrastructure of our country, 
some of the most critical infrastruc-
ture of our democracy itself. We must 
protect it. 

The United States must reject for-
eign interference in our elections, no 
matter which party it helps or which 
party it hurts. Our oath of office is to 
protect and defend the Constitution 
against all enemies, foreign and domes-
tic. Working with the intelligence com-
munity to better ensure the integrity 
of our elections is vital to that goal. 

Madam Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote 
on this bipartisan legislation and sa-
lute the members of the committee. I 
especially want to acknowledge the 
tremendous leadership of our ranking 
member, Mr. SCHIFF from California. 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I want 
to express my agreement with Leader 
PELOSI’s comments on the continuing 
need for the appointment of an inde-
pendent commission. An independent 
commission would have the dedicated 
focus, the distance from any potential 
political interference, and the re-
sources to prepare a report of the cal-
iber that we saw of the 9/11 Commis-
sion. I think that would be a very 
sound and important complement to 
what we are doing in Congress and 
what Special Counsel Mueller is doing. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HECK), my wonderful colleague on the 
Intelligence Committee. 

Mr. HECK. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
support the 2018 Intelligence Author-
ization Act, but first I would like to 
tender a point of personal privilege. 

Happy birthday, Madam Speaker. 
This Intelligence Authorization Act 

has very strong bipartisan language. I 
just want to highlight two areas where 
the IAA furthers what I believe to be 
high priorities for our national secu-
rity. 

First, section 605, which I had the 
honor to author, sets in motion how to 
change the Committee on Foreign In-
vestment in the United States, we also 
call it CFIUS, to better protect our 
keystone technologies. 

This IAA provision dovetails with 
some broader work that we are doing 
in the Financial Services Committee, 
in fact, across the aisle with Congress-
man PITTENGER and myself and others. 

It would modernize the process to bet-
ter protect and prevent strategic for-
eign adversaries like China or Russia 
from taking advantage of our open 
markets in a way that undermines our 
national security. 

America’s technological edge is, in 
fact, a cornerstone of our national se-
curity, but our strategic adversaries 
know that, too. They are increasingly 
seeking to obtain these critical tech-
nologies and resources through com-
mercial transactions, i.e., they are 
buying them. CFIUS is a place to safe-
guard us against this risk, but it needs 
modernization, more resources, and au-
thority and support from the intel-
ligence community. 

Russian meddling in the 2017 election 
showed us what happens when an ad-
versary tries to exploit our political 
openness. Now they are trying to ex-
ploit our economic openness. Our intel-
ligence community is vital in pro-
tecting against both of those threats. 

Let me also underscore this point: 
The fiscal year 2018 IAA takes steps to 
safeguard our Nation’s edge, our advan-
tage in space, which is, I am sorry to 
say, increasingly threatened by adver-
sary nations. To mitigate that risk, 
the bill supports some truly cutting- 
edge space technologies and invests in 
and oversees programs to ensure the 
resiliency of overhead architecture. At 
the same time, it keeps up with the In-
telligence Committee’s long-running 
efforts to stimulate innovation. 

In particular, the committee report 
accompanying today’s legislation asks 
the National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency to examine new approaches to 
public and private sector collaboration, 
with the goal of fostering the faster, 
smarter development of automation, 
artificial intelligence, and similar 
technologies. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to sup-
port this legislation. I hope all my col-
leagues will join me in both wishing 
the Speaker a happy birthday and in 
voting ‘‘yes’’ on this bill. 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I 
wasn’t aware it is your birthday, but 
happy birthday, and I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, happy 
birthday. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
CASTRO), who will now sing Happy 
Birthday for you. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I will spare you that. 

Madam Speaker, I voice my support 
for H.R. 3180, the Intelligence Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 

The men and women of America’s in-
telligence community, the best in the 
world, protect our country every day. 
They serve beyond the front lines of 
conflict to collect and analyze intel-
ligence on our adversaries. 

In addition to being highly effective, 
America’s intelligence community 
adapts as the threats our country faces 
shift on a daily basis. Their effective-
ness is amplified when they are in close 
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cooperation and coordination with pol-
icymakers. 

I want to thank my fellow members 
on the committee, especially Ranking 
Member SCHIFF and Chairman NUNES, 
for working with me to add language 
into this bill requiring the intelligence 
community to brief Congress on our in-
telligence capabilities in the South 
China Sea. 

Over $5 trillion in ship-borne com-
merce flows through the region each 
year, including the vast majority of 
sea-borne energy imports by close U.S. 
partners such as Japan, South Korea, 
and Taiwan. 

The security of the United States and 
those of these partners is closely 
linked to the ability of the United 
States to guarantee the freedom of 
navigation in the South China Sea. 

Our ongoing territorial disputes in 
the South China Sea threaten the prin-
ciples of a rules-based order and the se-
curity of the United States and our al-
lies. 

The language in the IAA allows Con-
gress to more effectively understand 
the needs of the intelligence commu-
nity. It allows for a two-way conversa-
tion so that Congress can act to pro-
vide the intelligence community the 
tools and authorities it needs to inform 
policymakers. 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. MURPHY). 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act. 

Good intelligence safeguards our Na-
tion from adversaries. It is used to sup-
port our Armed Forces, our diplomats, 
and our homeland security profes-
sionals. 

The men and women of the U.S. in-
telligence community make enormous 
sacrifices on behalf of our country. 
While others seek the limelight, they 
shun publicity and self-promotion. 
They are silent warriors and quiet he-
roes. 

I want to highlight section 609 of this 
legislation. It is a version of a bill that 
I authored called the Prevention and 
Oversight of Intelligence Sharing with 
Enemies Act, or the POISE Act. 

I introduced the POISE Act in May 
after the President disclosed highly 
sensitive information to senior Russian 
officials during a White House meeting. 
This information had been entrusted to 
the U.S. by key allies. 

Under Federal law, the executive 
branch is required to inform the con-
gressional intelligence committees of 
U.S. intelligence activities. The POISE 
Act would specify that the executive 
branch must notify the committees 
when a member of the executive 
branch, including the President, inten-
tionally or inadvertently discloses top- 
secret information to adversary foreign 
government. 

b 1215 

It is dangerous for a U.S. official to 
share classified information with an 
adversary, especially outside of estab-
lished intelligence channels. The ad-
versary could use the information to 
harm the United States or its allies. 
Moreover, our partners might decide to 
stop sharing critical intelligence with 
us if they lose confidence in our capac-
ity to keep it confidential. 

The congressional notification re-
quirement in the POISE Act would 
help deter inappropriate disclosures of 
classified information to adversaries. 
Once formally notified of the disclo-
sure, Congress would be in a position to 
take any appropriate oversight action. 

I am so pleased that the core of the 
POISE Act is contained in section 609. 
I want to thank Chairman NUNES and 
Ranking Member SCHIFF for including 
the provision in the bill, and I urge the 
bill’s swift passage. 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SWALWELL). 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. 
Madam Speaker, happy birthday to 
you. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to 
thank the ranking member and our 
chair. 

I think this IAA represents the best 
of what we do together in the com-
mittee, and I am really just thrilled on 
behalf of the men and women who serve 
this country in our military and in our 
intelligence services that they have an 
authorization, act, that respects what 
they do, that enables what they do and 
understands that we have trying days 
ahead. 

Press reports right now are showing 
that North Korea may have just 
launched another ballistic missile, and 
so people who we represent at home are 
counting on us to do everything we can 
to protect this great country. It has 
been a privilege to work with Mr. 
SCHIFF and the chairman on this bill. 

Of particular interest for me is that 
this bill also has our intelligence agen-
cies report back to Congress just what 
efforts the Russians are taking not just 
in America, but across the globe to 
interfere and meddle in other coun-
tries’ elections. We have seen an esca-
lating pattern of this over the past few 
decades, certainly culminating in our 
recent 2016 election. 

It is very important that the Con-
gress knows and that the American 
people and our allies know what con-
tinued efforts will look like. So I ap-
preciate the majority’s willingness to 
work with us. 

We have seen, I think, in just the 
past few days, a bicameral effort to 
come together and say that we are not 
going to tolerate Russia’s aggression in 
the world. The sanctions that were re-
cently passed in this House and across 
the way in the Senate, I think, showed 
the world that we are serious, that this 
is our democracy, and it is still a de-

mocracy that is worth protecting. I 
think part of the IAA reflects that 
spirit as well. 

So, again, I thank the chairman for 
his work. I thank the staff on the ma-
jority side and the Members on the ma-
jority side, as well as our ranking 
member and our own staff, for working 
so hard to put this forward to protect 
and defend this great country. 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

This year’s Intelligence Authoriza-
tion Act was a bipartisan effort, and I 
am pleased to vote for it today. With 
this legislation, we reaffirm that all of 
our government’s activities, including 
ones that are, by necessity, classified, 
must be maximally effective and bound 
by law. I urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this year’s IAA. 

I do want to take this opportunity, 
also, to commend our committee’s out-
going fellow from the Los Alamos Na-
tional Lab, Phil Tubesing. For 2 years, 
Phil has worked alongside the entire 
HPSCI staff, imparting his scientific 
expertise about nuclear weapons and 
the other significant national security 
work that our national labs undertake. 

Phil, we thank you for your service 
to the committee and wish you every 
success in the future. 

Finally, I want to extend a closing 
word to all of the men and women of 
the intelligence community. The work 
that you do keeps us safe. Your mis-
sion is to speak truth to power, to give 
policymakers objective, rigorously vet-
ted and diligently produced intel-
ligence, and you do that in magnificent 
fashion. Thank you for your commit-
ment and resolve in the face of a chal-
lenging global threat landscape. With 
this legislation, we believe that we pro-
vide you with the adequate tools, au-
thorities, and funding, while making 
sure that our congressional oversight 
remains robust. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank 
both the majority and minority mem-
bers of our committee for working in a 
bipartisan manner this year to com-
plete this bill, which I believe is a real-
ly good product and will support the 
men and women doing very difficult 
work to protect the American people. 

I do want to thank the staff not only 
from the minority side, but also from 
the majority side, specifically: Shan-
non Stuart, Nick Ciarlante, Scott 
Glabe, Bill Flanigan, Allen Souza, Lisa 
Major, Jacqueline Tame, Mark Stew-
art, Chelsey Campbell, Andrew House, 
Marissa Skaggs, Angel Smith, Kash 
Patel, Doug Presley, Steve Keith, 
George Pappas, and Jack Langer for 
helping craft this bill with the minor-
ity; as well as the committee-shared 
staff of Brandon Smith, Kim Kerr, and 
Kristin Jepson. 

I would also like to take another mo-
ment, as Mr. SCHIFF just did, our rank-
ing member, and thank our fellow who 
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will be leaving us this year, who has 
been here a couple of years, Mr. Phil 
Tubesing, who will be going back and 
ending his congressional fellowship. We 
thank him for all of his work. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to pass this bill and send an 
overwhelming message to the men and 
women who protect this country that 
this Congress stands ready to support 
them. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a 

senior member of the Homeland Security 
Committee and vigilant defender of our na-
tional security, I rise in support of H.R. 3180, 
the ‘‘Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2018,’’ which will provide the Intelligence 
Community (IC) with the necessary resources 
and authorities to ensure they remain capable 
of protecting and defending the United States. 

Our intelligence community is facing unprec-
edented threats from our adversaries around 
the world as this Administration struggles with 
the basics of leading this great nation. 

The Obama Administration left the nation 
with a stable and growing economy; several 
important international coalition wins that in-
clude the Iranian Nuclear Arms Deal; the Rus-
sia Sanctions; and the Paris Climate Agree-
ment. 

The work of our intelligence community is a 
key asset in our efforts to thwart our adver-
saries when they seek to do Americans or our 
interests harm. 

Following the Election, President-elect 
Trump was critical of the intelligence commu-
nity. 

In December 2016, he attacked the CIA 
over its assessment that Russian hacks on 
Democratic political targets were intended to 
help him win the White House. 

In January of this year just prior to his inau-
guration, he compared our intelligence com-
munity to Nazi Germany, while making an un-
founded accusation that the intelligence com-
munity leaked an unconfirmed dossier of sen-
sitive information regarding him compiled by a 
private investigator. 

President Trump’s disclosure of highly sen-
sitive intelligence to Russian officials during a 
visit they had in the oval office raises grave 
concerns among our allies regarding sharing 
information with our intelligence community 
and the disclosure threatened to fracture his 
already-delicate relationship with the intel-
ligence community. 

The revelation that President Trump met a 
second time in secret with Russian President 
Putin was not disclosed to the public, but 
came to light due to investigative journalism. 

The New York Times reported that lawyers 
and aides to President Trump are investigating 
the investigators hired by special counsel Rob-
ert Mueller, by scouring their records for po-
tential conflicts of interest in an attempt to dis-
credit their work. 

There is a pressing need for not only fund-
ing the work of the intelligence community, but 
to also provide additional protections to guard 
this national asset from undue interference 
from an Administration with too many entan-
glements with the Russian government that 
are under investigation. 

This bill authorizes appropriations for Fiscal 
Year 2018 for vital intelligence activities of the 
U.S. Government, the Community Manage-
ment Account, and the Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) Retirement and Disability Sys-
tem, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3180 comes at a critical time in the 
status of our national security and the IC’s 
ability to protect it. 

As we continue to face a diverse and grow-
ing array of threats from terrorist groups, hos-
tile nation states, and questionable or incom-
petent figures in the Trump administration, it is 
crucial that the IC receive all the resources it 
needs to do its job while Congress has the 
necessary tools to carry out rigorous oversight 
of its work. 

This bill seeks to meet these challenges by 
supporting critical national security programs, 
particularly those focused on countering ter-
rorism and cyberattacks. 

Under H.R. 3180, the Director of National 
Intelligence will be required to electronically 
publish an unclassified advisory report on for-
eign counterintelligence and cybersecurity 
threats to federal elections. 

It also bolsters intelligence oversight by en-
suring that IC contractors can meet freely with 
Congress. 

Lastly, this bill improves IC accountability to 
Congress by requiring the IC to provide re-
ports on: 

Investigations of leaks of classified informa-
tion; 

Security clearance processing timelines; 
The process for reviewing information about 

computer vulnerabilities for retention or poten-
tial release; 

And Russian influence campaigns directed 
at foreign elections and threat finance activi-
ties. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 3180 is a necessary 
response to the overwhelming evidence point-
ing to a carefully planned and executed infil-
tration of our 2016 Presidential Election by the 
Russian government and its operatives. 

The issue of cybersecurity, particularly with 
regards to our federal election computer sys-
tem infrastructure, has been of great concern 
to me and the American public as more and 
more reports of Russian hacking efforts have 
come to light. 

In addition, the provision requiring reports 
on security clearance processing timelines 
should shed light on the highly dubious and in-
scrutable security clearances of Ivanka Trump 
and Jared Kushner. 

Donald Trump’s blatant and irresponsible 
nepotism towards his daughter and son-in-law 
have made us all vulnerable to Russian and 
other foreign influence at the highest levels of 
our federal government. 

H.R. 3180 will give the American people 
what they crave and deserve: clarity and 
transparency to pierce through the haze of 
cover-ups and distractions surrounding the 
Trump Administration. 

This bill also takes significant, much-needed 
steps to improve benefits for members of the 
IC, such as increasing employee compensa-
tion and authorizing $514 million in appropria-
tions for the CIA’s Retirement and Disability 
System. 

Congress must do its part to adequately 
recompense the patriotic Americans who 
serve our nation through their work in the IC, 
especially employees with disabilities, who 
make up 9 percent of the intelligence work-
force. 

At the same time, we must continue to en-
sure that Congress can exercise oversight 
over and maintain transparency for the 17 
agencies that comprise the IC. 

I am heartened that my Republican col-
leagues in the Intelligence Committee are 
starting to see the light in recognizing the sin-
ister threat of Russian infiltration and White 
House collusion, both of which endanger our 
nation’s ability to practice and protect its core 
democratic values. 

I look forward to working with all Members 
of Congress to strengthen our IC, and I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting this im-
portant legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. CHE-
NEY). All time for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 481, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, this 15- 
minute vote on passage of H.R. 3180 
will be followed by a 5-minute vote on 
passage of S. 114. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 380, nays 35, 
not voting 18, as follows: 

[Roll No. 437] 

YEAS—380 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 

Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cicilline 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 

Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes (KS) 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
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Hanabusa 
Handel 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Holding 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Levin 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Marshall 
Mast 

Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 

Rush 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 

NAYS—35 

Amash 
Bass 
Blumenauer 
Capuano 
Chu, Judy 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Conyers 
DelBene 
Duncan (TN) 
Ellison 
Gabbard 

Gomez 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Huffman 
Jayapal 
Johnson (GA) 
Jones 
Khanna 
Labrador 
Lee 
Lewis (GA) 
Lofgren 

Massie 
McGovern 
O’Rourke 
Pocan 
Polis 
Sanford 
Schakowsky 
Smith (WA) 
Takano 
Velázquez 
Welch 

NOT VOTING—18 

Clay 
Collins (NY) 

Costa 
Costello (PA) 

Cummings 
Donovan 

Graves (MO) 
Hollingsworth 
King (NY) 
Larson (CT) 

Lujan Grisham, 
M. 

Napolitano 
Roskam 
Scalise 

Speier 
Waters, Maxine 
Webster (FL) 
Zeldin 

b 1245 

Mmes. SCHAKOWSKY, VELÁZQUEZ, 
and CLARKE of New York changed 
their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Ms. ADAMS, Messrs. CROWLEY and 
KIND changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ 
to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS BONUS TRANSPARENCY 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on passage 
of the bill (S. 114) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to submit an 
annual report regarding performance 
awards and bonuses awarded to certain 
high-level employees of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the passage of the bill. 
This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 414, nays 0, 
not voting 19, as follows: 

[Roll No. 438] 

YEAS—414 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 

Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 

DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes (KS) 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 

Garrett 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hanabusa 
Handel 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Holding 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 

Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 

Rosen 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 

NOT VOTING—19 

Bass 
Clay 
Collins (NY) 

Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Cummings 

Donovan 
Graves (MO) 
Hollingsworth 
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King (NY) 
Larson (CT) 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 

Napolitano 
Roskam 
Scalise 
Speier 

Taylor 
Webster (FL) 
Zeldin 

b 1252 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The title of the bill was amended so 

as to read: ‘‘A bill to authorize appro-
priations and to appropriate amounts 
for the Veterans Choice Program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, to im-
prove hiring authorities of the Depart-
ment, to authorize major medical facil-
ity leases, and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, I was 

absent during rollcall votes No. 436, No. 437, 
and No. 438 due to my spouse’s health situa-
tion in California. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’ on H.R. 481—Providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3180) Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for FY 2018. I would 
have also voted ‘‘yea’’ on H.R. 3180—Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018. 
I would have also voted ‘‘yea’’ on S. 114—De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Bonus Trans-
parency Act. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker, today I was 

absent in order to accompany the President of 
the United States on a visit to my district in 
Long Island, New York. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 436, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 437, and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 438. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 

Speaker, on Friday, July 28, 2017, I was not 
present for rollcall votes 437 and 438. If I had 
been present for these votes, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 437 and ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall vote 438. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE AUTHORI-
TIES ACT, FISCAL YEAR 2017, IM-
PROVEMENTS ACT 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs be 
discharged from further consideration 
of the bill (S. 371) to make technical 
changes and other improvements to the 
Department of State Authorities Act, 
Fiscal Year 2017, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 371 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017, 
Improvements Act’’. 
SEC. 2. OVERSIGHT BY COMMITTEES ON APPRO-

PRIATIONS. 
(a) OMNIBUS DIPLOMATIC SECURITY AND 

ANTITERRORISM ACT OF 1986.—Section 104(a) 

of the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and 
Antiterrorism Act of 1986, as added by sec-
tion 101 of the Department of State Authori-
ties Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114– 
323), is amended by inserting ‘‘and the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’’. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT ON EMBASSY CONSTRUC-
TION COSTS.—Section 118(a) of the Depart-
ment of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 
2017 (Public Law 114–323) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘and the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives’’ after ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’’. 

(c) OVERSIGHT OF AND ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 
PEACEKEEPER ABUSES.—Section 301(a) of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114–323) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘and the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives’’ after ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’’. 

(d) WORKFORCE RIGHTSIZING REPORT.—Sec-
tion 405(c) of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended by inserting ‘‘and the 
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘ap-
propriate congressional committees’’. 

(e) CONSULAR IMMUNITY.—Subsection (b)(2) 
of section 4 of the Diplomatic Relations Act 
(22 U.S.C. 254c), as added by section 501 of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114–323), is amended by 
striking ‘‘of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations’’ 
and inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations and 
the Committee on Appropriations’’. 

(f) WESTERN HEMISPHERE DRUG POLICY 
COMMISSION REPORT.—Section 602(c) of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114–323) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Ap-
propriations’’ after ‘‘Committee on Foreign 
Affairs’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Ap-
propriations’’ after ‘‘Committee on Foreign 
Relations’’; 
SEC. 3. PEACEKEEPING TRAINING. 

Section 301 of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘enhance 

the discovery’’ and inserting ‘‘investigate al-
legations’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘ade-
quately respond to complaints about such of-
fenses by carrying out swift and effective 
disciplinary action against the personnel’’ 
and inserting ‘‘appropriately hold account-
able personnel’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘, includ-
ing compensation to victims, as appropriate’’ 
after ‘‘responses to such offenses’’; 

(2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘any in-
dividual who commits an act’’ and inserting 
‘‘personnel who are found to have committed 
acts’’; and 

(3) in subsection (g)(1), by striking ‘‘note-
worthy’’. 
SEC. 4. QUALIFICATIONS OF THE UNITED NA-

TIONS SECRETARY GENERAL. 
Section 310 of the Department of State Au-

thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘The de-
scriptions referred to in subsection (a) shall 
include the following elements’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘In addition to the descriptions referred 
to in subsection (a), each such candidate 
shall be urged to describe the following’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘such l’’ 
and inserting ‘‘such agenda’’. 

SEC. 5. POLICY REGARDING THE UNITED NA-
TIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL. 

Section 311(a)(2) of the Department of 
State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 114–323) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘; or’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraphs: 

‘‘(E) which has been designated as a Tier 3 
country in the annual Department of State 
Trafficking in Persons Report under the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7107); or 

‘‘(F) which is identified as having failed to 
prevent or address gross violations of human 
rights in the annual Department of State 
Human Rights Report under the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 and the Trade Act of 
1974.’’. 
SEC. 6. COMPARATIVE REPORT ON PEACE-

KEEPING OPERATIONS. 
Section 313 of the Department of State Au-

thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘and the Committees on 
Appropriations of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives’’ after ‘‘appropriate con-
gressional committees’’; 

(2) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(1) a comparison of the costs of current 
United Nations peacekeeping operations, in-
cluding the costs incurred by the United 
States for such operations, and the esti-
mated cost of such operations if imple-
mented unilaterally by the United States;’’; 

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1), as 
amended by paragraph (2) of this section, the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) an assessment of the operational, 
structural, and doctrinal differences between 
the military and civilian infrastructures of 
the United States and United Nations and 
other assumptions that impact cost esti-
mates; and’’. 
SEC. 7. LATERAL ENTRY INTO THE FOREIGN 

SERVICE. 
Section 404(a) of the Department of State 

Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323) is amended by striking ‘‘out-
standing’’. 
SEC. 8. COMBATING INTOLERANCE. 

The section heading of section 419 of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114–323) is amended by 
striking ‘‘ANTI-SEMITISM’’ and inserting 
‘‘INTOLERANCE’’. 
SEC. 9. TECHNICAL CORRECTION REGARDING 

COMPLETION OF WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE DRUG POLICY COMMISSION 
REPORT. 

Section 603(f)(1) of the Department of State 
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
362’’ and inserting ‘‘section 602(c)’’. 
SEC. 10. BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS. 

Section 703(b)(2) of the Department of 
State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 114–323) is amended by striking ‘‘any 
significant restructuring,’’. 
SEC. 11. RANSOMS TO FOREIGN TERRORIST OR-

GANIZATIONS. 
Section 709(a) of the Department of State 

Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323) is amended by inserting ‘‘, to 
the extent practicable,’’ before ‘‘transmit’’. 
SEC. 12. RESTORATION OF TIBET REPORT. 

Section 613 of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 
107–228, 22 U.S.C. 6901 note), as amended by 
section 715(b)(1) of the Department of State 
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323), is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘IN GEN-
ERAL’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘POL-
ICY.— 
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‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—’’; 
(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as para-

graph (2) and moving such paragraph, as so 
redesignated, two ems to the right; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(b) PERIODIC REPORTS.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017, Improvements Act, and annually 
thereafter until December 31, 2021, the Presi-
dent shall transmit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on— 

‘‘(1) the steps taken by the President and 
the Secretary in accordance with subsection 
(a)(1); and 

‘‘(2) the status of any discussions between 
the People’s Republic of China and the Dalai 
Lama or his representatives.’’. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. ROYCE OF 
CALIFORNIA 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Madam 
Speaker, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017, 
Improvements Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORTS. 

(a) OMNIBUS DIPLOMATIC SECURITY AND 
ANTITERRORISM ACT OF 1986.—Section 104(a) 
of the Omnibus Diplomatic Security and 
Antiterrorism Act of 1986, as added by sec-
tion 101 of the Department of State Authori-
ties Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114– 
323), is amended by inserting ‘‘and the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’’. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT ON EMBASSY CONSTRUC-
TION COSTS.—Section 118(a) of the Depart-
ment of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 
2017 (Public Law 114–323) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘and the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives’’ after ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’’. 

(c) OVERSIGHT OF AND ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 
PEACEKEEPER ABUSES.—Section 301(a) of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114–323) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘and the Committees on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives’’ after ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’’. 

(d) WORKFORCE RIGHTSIZING REPORT.—Sec-
tion 405(c) of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended by inserting ‘‘and the 
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘ap-
propriate congressional committees’’. 

(e) CONSULAR IMMUNITY.—Subsection (b)(2) 
of section 4 of the Diplomatic Relations Act 
(22 U.S.C. 254c), as added by section 501 of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114–323), is amended by 
striking ‘‘of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations’’ 
and inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations and 
the Committee on Appropriations’’. 

(f) WESTERN HEMISPHERE DRUG POLICY 
COMMISSION REPORT.—Section 602(c) of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114–323) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Ap-
propriations’’ after ‘‘Committee on Foreign 
Affairs’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘and the Committee on Ap-
propriations’’ after ‘‘Committee on Foreign 
Relations’’; 

SEC. 3. PEACEKEEPING TRAINING. 

Section 301 of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘enhance 

the discovery’’ and inserting ‘‘investigate al-
legations’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘ade-
quately respond to complaints about such of-
fenses by carrying out swift and effective 
disciplinary action against the personnel’’ 
and inserting ‘‘appropriately hold account-
able personnel’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘, includ-
ing compensation to victims, as appropriate’’ 
after ‘‘responses to such offenses’’; 

(2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘any in-
dividual who commits an act’’ and inserting 
‘‘personnel who are found to have committed 
acts’’; and 

(3) in subsection (g)(1), by striking ‘‘note-
worthy’’. 

SEC. 4. QUALIFICATIONS OF THE UNITED NA-
TIONS SECRETARY GENERAL. 

Section 310 of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘The de-
scriptions referred to in subsection (a) shall 
include the following elements’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘In addition to the descriptions referred 
to in subsection (a), each such candidate 
shall be urged to describe the following’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘such l’’ 
and inserting ‘‘such agenda’’. 

SEC. 5. POLICY REGARDING THE UNITED NA-
TIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL. 

Section 311(a)(2) of the Department of 
State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 114–323) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraphs: 

‘‘(E) which has been designated as a Tier 3 
country in the annual Department of State 
Trafficking in Persons Report under the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7107); or 

‘‘(F) which is identified as having failed to 
prevent or address gross violations of human 
rights in the annual Department of State 
Human Rights Report under the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 and the Trade Act of 
1974; and’’. 

SEC. 6. COMPARATIVE REPORT ON PEACE-
KEEPING OPERATIONS. 

Section 313 of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘and the Committees on 
Appropriations of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives’’ after ‘‘appropriate con-
gressional committees’’; 

(2) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(1) a comparison of the costs of current 
United Nations peacekeeping operations, in-
cluding the costs incurred by the United 
States for such operations, and the esti-
mated cost of such operations if imple-
mented unilaterally by the United States;’’; 

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1), as 
amended by paragraph (2) of this section, the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) an assessment of the operational, 
structural, and doctrinal differences between 
the military and civilian infrastructures of 
the United States and United Nations and 
other assumptions that impact cost esti-
mates; and’’. 

SEC. 7. LATERAL ENTRY INTO THE FOREIGN 
SERVICE. 

Section 404(a) of the Department of State 
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323) is amended by striking ‘‘out-
standing’’. 
SEC. 8. COMBATING INTOLERANCE. 

The section heading of section 419 of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114–323) is amended by 
striking ‘‘ANTI-SEMITISM’’ and inserting 
‘‘INTOLERANCE’’. 
SEC. 9. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS REGARDING 

COMPLETION OF WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE DRUG POLICY COMMISSION 
REPORT. 

Section 603 of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f)(1), by striking ‘‘section 
362’’ and inserting ‘‘section 602(c)’’; and 

(2) by amending subsection (h) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(h) COMPENSATION.—Members of the Com-
mission shall serve without pay or bene-
fits.’’. 
SEC. 10. TECHNICAL CORRECTION REGARDING 

POWERS OF WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
DRUG POLICY COMMISSION. 

Section 604 of the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(f) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, AND DEVISES.—The 
Commission may solicit, accept, use, and 
dispose of gifts, bequests, or devises of 
money, services, or property, both real and 
personal, for the purpose of carrying out any 
duty, power, or authority of the Commis-
sion.’’. 
SEC. 11. BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS. 

Section 703(b)(2) of the Department of 
State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 114–323) is amended by striking ‘‘any 
significant restructuring,’’. 
SEC. 12. RANSOMS TO FOREIGN TERRORIST OR-

GANIZATIONS. 
Section 709(a) of the Department of State 

Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323) is amended by inserting ‘‘, to 
the extent practicable,’’ before ‘‘transmit’’. 
SEC. 13. RESTORATION OF TIBET REPORT. 

Section 613 of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 
107–228, 22 U.S.C. 6901 note), as amended by 
section 715(b)(1) of the Department of State 
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323), is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘IN GEN-
ERAL’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘POL-
ICY.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—’’; 
(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as para-

graph (2) and moving such paragraph, as so 
redesignated, two ems to the right; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(b) PERIODIC REPORTS.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017, Improvements Act, and annually 
thereafter until December 31, 2021, the Presi-
dent shall transmit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on— 

‘‘(1) the steps taken by the President and 
the Secretary in accordance with subsection 
(a)(1) to implement the Tibetan Policy Act 
of 2002; and 

‘‘(2) the status of any discussions between 
the People’s Republic of China and the Dalai 
Lama or his representatives or a successor 
selected by a method of the 14th Dalai 
Lama’s own choosing or the representatives 
of such successor.’’. 
SEC. 14. DEPARTMENT OF STATE REORGANIZA-

TIONS. 
The report required under subsection (l) of 

section 7034 of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2017 (Public Law 115–31) shall also 
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be provided to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Foreign Relations in the Sen-
ate concurrent with the submission of such 
report to the Committee on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate 
pursuant to such subsection. 

Mr. ROYCE of California (during the 
reading). Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to dispense with the 
reading of the amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to be read a 

third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

f 

PRIVILEGED REPORT ON RESOLU-
TION TO THE SECRETARY OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY 
Mr. KATKO, from the Committee on 

Homeland Security, submitted an ad-
verse privileged report (Rept. No. 115– 
270) on the resolution (H. Res. 447) di-
recting the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity to transmit certain documents 
to the House of Representatives relat-
ing to Department of Homeland Secu-
rity policies and activities relating to 
businesses owned or controlled by 
President Donald J. Trump, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

PRIVILEGED REPORT ON RESOLU-
TION OF INQUIRY TO THE PRESI-
DENT 
Mr. SHUSTER, from the Committee 

on Transportation, submitted an ad-
verse privileged report (Rept. No. 115– 
269) on the resolution (H. Res. 437) of 
inquiry requesting the President to 
provide certain documents in the Presi-
dent’s possession, which was referred 
to the House Calendar and ordered to 
be printed. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
A message in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Mariel 
Ridgway, one of his secretaries. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
VICTIMS OF HUMAN SMUGGLING 
(Mr. CASTRO of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to offer my con-
dolences to the loved ones and families 
of the 10 victims who died in the tragic 
human smuggling incident that took 
place in my hometown of San Antonio, 
Texas, over the weekend. Many before 
them have sought to come to our coun-
try by land and sea, and have perished. 

These were not Americans, but they 
are children of God. This was, above all 
else, politics aside, a human tragedy. 

Please join me in a moment of si-
lence to remember the victims and the 
countless others like them who have 
lost their lives in pursuit of the Amer-
ican Dream. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. HIG-
GINS of Louisiana). Pursuant to clause 
4 of rule I, the following enrolled bill 
was signed by the Speaker on Thurs-
day, July 27, 2017: 

H.R. 3298, to authorize the Capitol 
Police Board to make payments from 
the United States Capitol Police Me-
morial Fund to employees of the 
United States Capitol Police who have 
sustained serious line-of-duty injuries, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

WASHINGTON STATE BOY SCOUTS 
JAMBOREE TROOP 3218 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to recognize two groups of young 
men, the Boy Scouts Jamboree Troop 
3218 and the Grand Columbia Council, 
both from Washington State, as they 
recently attended the 2017 National 
Scout Jamboree. 

In the 107 years since its founding, 
the Boy Scouts of America have in-
stilled the values of hard work, respon-
sibility, resourcefulness, and citizen-
ship into the hearts and minds of thou-
sands of young American men. The Na-
tional Scout Jamboree brings together 
first class scouts from all 50 States to 
participate in a variety of Scouting 
traditions and to celebrate their orga-
nization. 

The Boy Scouts of America have 
made a marked difference in our Na-
tion, in Washington State, and in my 
Fourth Congressional District through 
the schools and values they teach our 
young people. I have no doubt that 
these young men will continue to be 
leaders in their families, careers, and 
communities. 

Please join me in thanking these 
troops for their commitment to Amer-
ican values, service, and leadership. 

f 

b 1300 

LET’S WORK TOGETHER 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, the Senate Republican major-
ity failed to pass their ACA repeal. 
This is a win for the people across 
America who wrote letters, made 
phone calls, and organized commu-
nities against this disastrous bill. 

Mr. Speaker, millions of people rely 
on insurance expansion made possible 
under the ACA. Our job is not to harm 
the people we serve but to make their 
lives better. 

Under every single Republican 
healthcare bill, millions of people 
would lose health coverage. There are 
many steps we can take together. Let 
us strengthen the risk pools, promote 
competition among insurers, and re-
quire States to expand their Medicaid 
programs. 

These steps will help lower pre-
miums, increase choice, and allow 
50,000 individuals in my district and 
millions of low-income Americans 
across the country to get insurance. 

My constituents are tired of the par-
tisanship. I urge my friends on the 
other side of the aisle to work with us 
and each other instead of against each 
other so everyday Americans do not 
grow even more cynical of our gov-
erning institutions. 

While the failure of TrumpCare is 
welcome news, now is the time to hold 
public hearings, bipartisan meetings, 
and work toward goals that reduce pre-
miums, deductibles, and healthcare 
costs for American people. 

I look forward to working with my 
Republican colleagues to build on the 
ACA and improve the law. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SUGAR GROVE 
CORN BOIL 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my privilege today to rise to recognize 
the 50th anniversary of the Sugar 
Grove Corn Boil, a volunteer-run an-
nual summer festival bringing resi-
dents together to raise funds for local 
organizations doing good work in the 
community. This year, the corn boil is 
focused on helping families and organi-
zations addressing autism. 

In 1967, the first ever corn boil 
brought Sugar Grove community mem-
bers together for several hours in order 
to raise enough funds for the town’s 
first ever street lamp. As a result of 
the festival’s initial success, the com-
munity continued the tradition year 
after year. 

The Sugar Grove Corn Boil has grown 
from a one-day event to a four-day 
event that brings around 35,000 
attendees annually. Even though the 
old steam engines that used to boil the 
corn are no longer in use, the tradition 
of corn in the community ensures the 
grain remains a staple of the festival. 

While the festival has grown in size 
and prominence, the mission has al-
ways stayed the same: to bring friends, 
family, and neighbors together to raise 
money for local organizations and for 
town improvement. 

In addition, the corn boil celebrates 
Sugar Grove’s Citizen of the Year to re-
mind the community of the difference 
one person can make. Every dime do-
nated to the Sugar Grove Corn Boil is 
given back to the community, whether 
it is local groups, food banks, churches, 
or to meet village needs. 
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I am pleased to share that this year’s 

festival is dedicated to the effort to ad-
dress autism. 

I commend the vital role the Sugar 
Grove Corn Boil organization and the 
members play in my community. I ask 
that all my colleagues join in acknowl-
edging their great contribution to the 
individuals and families of the 14th 
Congressional District. 

f 

GINNY BOUVIER, A POWERFUL 
VOICE FOR PEACE 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to sing the praises of Virginia Bouvier, 
who is a senior adviser for peace proc-
esses at the U.S. Institute of Peace and 
the director of its Colombia program. 

I have known Ginny for over 30 years. 
She is a powerful voice for peace and a 
strong, loving, generous spirit. I have 
seen her create the conditions, open up 
the spaces so that peace may take hold 
even during violent conflict. 

Around the world, but especially in 
Colombia, she has brought together 
people from different points of view, 
different walks of life, the powerful and 
the marginalized. She has worked 
alongside them to find common ground 
and common purpose in building peace. 

In all honesty, Mr. Speaker, Ginny is 
the very model of a life lived fully with 
intelligence, love, compassion, toler-
ance, and devotion. Right now, Ginny 
is under critical care at Georgetown 
University Hospital. I ask all my col-
leagues to keep Ginny and her family 
in their thoughts and prayers. 

f 

HEALTHCARE REFORM 
(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, the Sen-
ate’s inability to pass healthcare re-
form legislation does not change the 
fact that the Affordable Care Act is 
failing. Many Americans may not have 
one insurance provider on the exchange 
this fall. 

Forty percent of counties in the 
country now only have one option on 
the exchange. The ACA Medicaid ex-
pansion treats nonelderly, nondisabled 
individuals living above the poverty 
line more favorably than the elderly 
and disabled that this crucial program 
exists to protect. 

Seven years ago, President Obama 
and congressional Democrats ran 
through an ill-conceived and 
unsustainable healthcare law that was 
grounded in make-believe and state-
ments that were just not true. The Su-
preme Court twisted an unconstitu-
tional individual mandate penalty into 
a dubiously constitutional tax, not 
only mocking our Constitution, but fa-
cilitating an evasion of responsibility 
for representatives who imposed an un-
popular tax on the American people. 

The legacy ObamaCare has been and 
will continue to be—lost plans, lost 
doctors, and, as Chelsea Clinton re-
minded us last year, crushing costs. 
Single payer is not to the option. Not 
one Senator voted for single payer yes-
terday. 

The solution to our healthcare prob-
lem is more freedom, more choice, less 
Washington control. We must continue 
our efforts to save the American people 
from this failing law, and continue our 
healthcare reform efforts. 

f 

SOUTH ASIAN HEART HEALTH 
AWARENESS AND RESEARCH ACT 

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, today, 
with Congressman JOE WILSON of South 
Carolina, I am introducing bipartisan 
legislation to raise awareness regard-
ing the alarming rate at which the 
South Asian community is developing 
heart disease and to invest in ways to 
reverse the trend. 

Coming from countries including 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka, and Nepal, South Asians are 
the sixth largest and fastest growing 
ethnic group in the Nation. 

Despite a traditional diet that is high 
in lentils, vegetables, grains, and 
spices, heart disease is on the rise in 
these communities. A Stanford study 
has found that South Asians have a 
four times greater risk of developing 
heart disease than the general popu-
lation and have a much greater risk of 
having a heart attack before the age of 
50. Coupled with the prevalence of dia-
betes in the South Asian community, 
something needs to be done. That is 
why we are introducing the South 
Asian Heart Health Awareness and Re-
search Act. 

Specifically, our bill will create 
grants at the CDC, NIH, and USDA to 
fund heart health research and pro-
motion among South Asian popu-
lations. We hope, through doing this, 
that we can help save lives, develop 
tools, and support valuable research 
that can broadly benefit the American 
public. 

f 

PASSING EXTENSION OF THE 
VETERANS CHOICE ACT 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased that the House was able to pass 
the extension of the Veterans Choice 
Act funding for an additional 6 months 
to allow veterans to have choices, the 
ability to not wait in long lines, long 
lists, and have local proximity to 
treatment and care that they need. 

We need to do much more on this in 
the future, but with today’s action, at 
least we can sustain that program for 
an additional amount of time and serve 
our veterans who served us so well. 

The Veterans Choice Act is a good 
outlet, a good opportunity for them to 
receive the care they need timely and 
in proximity to where they live. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s make sure the Sen-
ate gets this through and our veterans 
are served well. 

f 

WORKING TOGETHER TO BUILD A 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, late last 
night, Senate Republicans failed in 
their latest attempt to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act, but today is not a 
day for celebration. It is a day for solu-
tions. 

Over the past 7 years, the Affordable 
Care Act has expanded access to 
healthcare for millions of Americans; 
but the law’s imperfections, combined 
with politically motivated opposition, 
have created a system that falls short 
of the goals we all share. 

In many communities across the 
country, there is not enough competi-
tion in the individual marketplaces, 
there is not enough support for middle 
class families and small businesses, and 
there is not nearly enough being done 
to curb the prescription drug prices 
that are swallowing family budgets. 

The good news is that we know how 
to solve these challenges. Now is the 
time for us to work together, Demo-
crats and Republicans, to build a 
healthcare system that is worthy of 
this great Nation. 

f 

HONORING RABBI AVROHOM 
HOFFMAN 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I take 
great pleasure in sharing this story of 
Rabbi Avrohom Hoffman, a truly re-
markable man whose presence has illu-
minated our community for decades. 

Rabbi Hoffman has called Wash-
ington Heights his home for more than 
35 years, fathering nine children with 
his wonderful wife, Miriam. He has 
served our community by teaching 
precollege students at a yeshiva and by 
providing spiritual guidance to those in 
great need. 

I am honored to have such an excep-
tional individual in my district. I was 
recently informed that Rabbi Hoffman 
has donated his kidney to a 62-year-old 
woman diagnosed with polycystic kid-
ney disease. His boundless acts of phi-
lanthropy serve as a testament to his 
tremendous character and remind us of 
the power of human kindness. 

He serves as a role model to all of us, 
and I am proud to have recognized a 
man of such compassion and virtue on 
this floor. 
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WORKING TOGETHER TO IMPROVE 

OBAMACARE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. TED LIEU) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, the collapse of TrumpCare in 
the Senate shows that we need a new 
way. The process from the very begin-
ning was fatally flawed. The plan was 
really behind closed doors. There were 
no hearings. No witnesses, no doctors, 
no insurance plans, no patients, no 
nurses, nobody could testify in front of 
Congress and let people know about the 
current healthcare system. 

I am not ObamaCare. I am willing to 
work with Republicans, with the Presi-
dent, with Democrats to update and 
improve ObamaCare. Any law can be 
made better, but to repeal ObamaCare 
without a plan is a really stupid way to 
go about it, and to repeal it with an 
even worse plan known as TrumpCare 
is an even more stupid way to go about 
it. 

The version that the House passed 
was going to cause 23 million people to 
lose their health insurance, increase 
premiums in 2018 and 2020, and then 
take people with preexisting conditions 
and give them enormously higher 
costs. No wonder the Senate killed that 
version. 

Now we are in a position where the 
Republicans, instead of trying four, 
five, six, seven, eight different versions 
of TrumpCare, they should do the one 
thing they haven’t yet tried, which is 
bipartisanship. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentlemen 
from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO), who will 
make some comments as well. 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, first of 
all, my experience with the Affordable 
Care Act actually comes from the 
State legislature, where, in a bipar-
tisan manner, the Republican governor 
joined with the minority Democrats 
and a handful of Republicans in the 
Senate State House to pass Medicaid 
expansion. 

Why did we do that? 
If you looked at what was happening 

in Arizona, it was some of the Trump 
areas, as I like to call them, these 
rural districts where the rural hos-
pitals, which are not only the medi-
cally necessary infrastructure of the 
area but also the economic drivers, the 
only high-wage employers in the area, 
they were about to shut down. 

There was so much uncompensated 
cost, because people were using the 
emergency room as their primary care 
doctor, that these hospitals were start-
ing to have to charge more and insur-
ance companies were starting to refuse 
to pay more for their premiums, that 
they needed to respond to that. 

In the end, what we started hearing 
from these hospitals is that we are 
going to have to shut down the emer-
gency room, and if you have an emer-
gency, we are going to have to heli-

copter you either to Tucson or Phoe-
nix. 

Now, for many of you guys who are 
not Southwesterners like us in the 
Southwest, we have a lot of territory 
and a lot of land. For you to just drive 
to Phoenix for emergency care would 
be pretty insane, let alone the expense 
of helicoptering into Phoenix was even 
more so than that. 

Because we had the goal of actually 
increasing and improving our 
healthcare outcomes, we worked again 
in a bipartisan manner with Governor 
Brewer, with Republicans and Demo-
crats to pass one of the most com-
prehensive Medicaid expansion bills in 
the country that has actually turned 
around, lowered costs, created better 
healthcare outcomes, and has now in-
sured more than 400,000 poor Arizonans 
that did not have it before, including 
people in the disability community, as 
well as children. 

b 1315 

To counteract what we saw today, if 
it wasn’t really for the bravery of Sen-
ator MURKOWSKI, Senator COLLINS, and 
Senator MCCAIN, as well as all of the 
Senate Democrats, what we would have 
seen would have been a bill that would 
not only have just rolled back the mil-
lions of people who are now covered 
with health insurance, but it would 
also have been detrimental to the peo-
ple who currently have even private 
health insurance. 

Premiums were going to go up for ev-
erybody. The estimated amount of peo-
ple just on the so-called skinny bill 
that were going to lose health insur-
ance would be 16 million people, and on 
the House bill it was going to be 23 mil-
lion people, in addition to the essential 
gutting of Medicaid, all for giving a tax 
cut to the top 1 percent. 

Now, this is bad policy, but it is 
worse policy when you don’t have an 
open process to it, when you seek it 
through the middle of the night, hop-
ing that the American public is just 
going to accept what comes out. 

There is a reason why TrumpCare 
was polling less than Congress, and 
trust me, it is very difficult to poll less 
than Congress. At this point, it is just 
our families that like us. 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. I like 
you. 

Mr. GALLEGO. I like you, too, TED. 
You are a good man. 

But the fact that we the American 
public knew so little, just knew 
enough, and said this bill is bad and 
were able to come out and put pressure 
on our Senators and our Members of 
Congress with public hearings and 
townhalls was key to stopping this. 

Lastly, before I move back to TED, if 
you are so proud of this bill, if you are 
the Senate Republicans and you are so 
proud of this bill, if you are Donald 
Trump and you are so proud of this 
bill, even our House colleagues, why 
didn’t you have consistent townhalls? 
Why didn’t you go out there and ex-
plain to people what you were planning 

to do and why this is better for Amer-
ica? 

Instead, they tried to hide it. They 
tried to move it as fast as possible, and 
then tried to schedule a vote in the 
middle of the night. If you have to vote 
for something in the middle of the 
night, it means you are not very con-
fident and you are not very proud of 
that bill. 

So what is the solution now? Nobody 
in the Democratic Caucus thinks the 
Affordable Care Act—or ObamaCare, as 
some people call it—is the be-all and 
end-all. We don’t think it is perfect. We 
certainly think that there is a great bi-
partisan approach we can take to make 
it better. And what I mean by ‘‘better’’ 
is more coverage, lower premiums, and 
better healthcare outcomes. 

When I use those words, those were 
almost exactly, word for word, what 
Donald Trump said he wanted to see 
happen when he was going to replace 
the Affordable Care Act. 

But, point by point, whether it was 
the bill that came through the House 
or the bill that came through the Sen-
ate, none of those would have even fit 
Donald Trump’s mandate. Which is 
why, at the end of the day, that bill 
was radioactive. Nobody liked it, and 
they had to hide it. 

So what we should do is follow the 
advice of Senator MCCAIN in Arizona, 
follow the example of Senators MUR-
KOWSKI and COLLINS and all of the Sen-
ate Democrats: get back to regular 
order and work out an actual fix to the 
Affordable Care Act and get Americans 
more coverage, lower premiums, and 
better healthcare outcomes. 

I say that also as someone who is on 
an ObamaCare plan. I am not exempt 
from it, and neither is Mr. LIEU. We are 
in it just as much as everyone else is, 
and we want to see it fixed. 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, Representative GALLEGO and I 
both served on Active Duty in the 
United States military. Before we 
could do that, we had to take an oath 
to the Constitution. That is the same 
oath that Members of Congress take, 
and it is also an oath that members of 
the executive branch take. 

Under the Constitution, Congress 
passes the laws. ObamaCare is the law 
of the land. Under the Constitution, 
the President has a duty to enforce 
those laws. 

Today, the President tweeted that he 
wants ObamaCare to implode. Not only 
is that mean, mean, mean, it is also a 
dereliction of duty. The job of the 
President is to help Americans, not 
hurt millions of Americans out of 
spite. 

Let me give you an example of what 
it was like before ObamaCare. 

I was at a restaurant and a waitress 
came up to me. She knew I was a legis-
lator. I was in the State legislature at 
the time, and she wanted help. Her 
daughter had just turned 18, and, in 
California, where I am from, you can-
not get government health insurance if 
you don’t have any minor children. So 
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she lost her government health insur-
ance. 

She was recently diagnosed with 
breast cancer. She tried to get private 
insurance. None of them would cover 
her. And I realized that she is now 
going to slowly die because she could 
not get health insurance coverage. 

She could not go into an emergency 
room and get treatment because her 
breast cancer had not progressed to 
that point. But one day she is going to 
get to that point. She will go to an 
emergency room; she will get treated 
for a few days; and then she will die. 
And I thought, in a country as great as 
America, that should never be hap-
pening. 

Now that the Affordable Care Act is 
the law of the land, you cannot be dis-
criminated against because of your pre-
existing conditions. There are some in-
credibly amazing elements of this law. 
That is why the Republicans could not 
repeal it. Because the American people, 
after looking at it for 7 years, the ma-
jority said, you know, this is a pretty 
good deal. Is it the best deal? No. We 
could definitely make it better. 

Mr. Speaker, Representative 
GALLEGO and I are offering to the Re-
publicans and Speaker RYAN to engage 
in bipartisanship. The one thing we are 
asking the Speaker to do is to not en-
able the President to sabotage the Af-
fordable Care Act. Not only is that 
wrong, but it would be enabling his 
dereliction of duty, and it will cause 
millions of Americans to suffer greatly 
just out of spite. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO). 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, if you 
want to hear some ideas—and I think it 
is important that instead of just us 
knocking what was introduced, we 
could also give some ideas—certainly, 
for me, and I think I am also speaking 
for TED LIEU, we would prefer to have 
Medicare for all, so people have a sta-
ble insurance, a system that we know 
works, a system that actually brings 
down costs. But if we can’t do that, 
there are many things we can do in the 
meantime. 

Why not drop the age of Medicare eli-
gibility to 55? If you do that, you are 
going to also decrease premiums for 
people who are not on Medicare, people 
who are just buying private health in-
surance. You could be on Medicare at 
55 and still be working. 

What about for those counties that 
don’t have private insurers on the sub-
sidized market? They should be able to 
buy into the Federal health insurance 
plans of all of the workers who live in 
those districts, or buy into the plans 
that TED and I have. Why can’t we let 
them do that? 

Why not cover every U.S. citizen up 
until the age of 18 under Medicaid to 
relieve the parents of that burden? 

We can also start looking at commu-
nity health centers, reinforcing those 
to make sure that we are taking the 
poorest of the poor who actually cost 
the most when it comes to healthcare 

costs and, instead of forcing them into 
a hospital or into a primary care situa-
tion, they could get consistent care 
without putting a burden on the over-
all medical system. 

There are tons of ideas that we could 
be working on with our colleagues that 
will, again, fulfill President Trump’s 
goal of lower costs, lower premiums, 
and better healthcare outcomes. So 
this doesn’t have to be a static situa-
tion. This doesn’t have to be an either/ 
or. 

President Trump is making it sound 
like, because we did not pass his idea of 
reform, we must collapse the whole 
system. That is unnecessary, that is ir-
responsible, and that is not how adult 
people that legislate act. 

You can fix this. We can fix this so 
more people can have healthcare cov-
erage, more people can have that secu-
rity that they are going to always have 
health insurance so they can go and 
start a business and know they are 
going to have health insurance, know 
that they can send their kid to college 
and they are still going to have health 
insurance, know that they can retire 
knowing that they have been healthy 
the whole time and they are going to 
have a good, dignified retirement be-
cause we had made sure that we estab-
lished a good healthcare system from 
the time they were born until the time 
they retire. 

This is possible. This is possible. 
Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. 

Speaker, in conclusion, the House of 
Representatives is going to go on re-
cess in August. Now is the time for 
millions of people across America to 
contact their Member, ask them to 
hold townhalls, ask them to explain 
their vote on the awful TrumpCare leg-
islation that passed the House, and ask 
them to now work with Democrats and 
work on a bipartisan basis to improve 
ObamaCare. Now is the time for mil-
lions of Americans to speak up. They 
have the entire month of August to 
contact their Member of Congress, and 
I urge them to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO). 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, lastly, I 
will close with this. If you were one of 
those Members of Congress, if you are 
a Republican Senator or a Republican 
Member of Congress who voted to gut 
the Affordable Care Act, there is time. 
There is a way to come back from that 
really bad decision. You can turn 
around and start working for the bet-
terment of this country by trying to 
fix the Affordable Care Act. 

The American public will look kindly 
upon those legislators who are here to 
work in a bipartisan manner to, again, 
lower costs, lower premiums, and pro-
vide more coverage and better 
healthcare outcomes. There is time to 
do this. But there is not time for more 
opportunities to gut this, for more 
time to kick people off Medicaid, or for 
more time to create some kind of situ-
ation that is only go to raise pre-
miums. 

If we allow Trump to actually, in his 
words, make the whole thing fail, it is 
not ObamaCare that fails, it is not the 
Affordable Care Act that fails—it is the 
American people that fail. He is play-
ing a game with the lives of the Amer-
ican people. 

What he is going to do is he is going 
to cause millions of people to either 
lose their insurance because insurance 
companies are going to have to start 
shedding people, or premiums are going 
to end up going up because, if he cre-
ates instability in the market, these 
insurance companies are going to try 
to recoup their costs somehow, and it 
is going to discourage younger individ-
uals from actually coming on and buy-
ing into the ObamaCare insurance pool, 
which, again, will raise premiums. This 
is unnecessary. 

Mr. Speaker, for those Members of 
Congress and those Senators who want 
to work with us, the first step is to en-
courage and stop the President from 
sabotaging the Affordable Care Act and 
to work diligently in a bipartisan man-
ner to fix the Affordable Care Act and 
cover more people. 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
LEBANON—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115–59) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days of the anniversary date of its dec-
laration, the President publishes in the 
Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to Leb-
anon that was declared in Executive 
Order 13441 of August 1, 2007, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond August 1, 2017. 

Certain ongoing activities, such as 
continuing arms transfers to Hizballah 
that include increasingly sophisticated 
weapons systems, undermine Lebanese 
sovereignty, contribute to political and 
economic instability in the region, and 
continue to constitute an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national 
security and foreign policy of the 
United States. For this reason, I have 
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determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared 
in Executive Order 13441 with respect 
to Lebanon. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 28, 2017. 

f 

MEGAN RONDINI 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to talk today about a person, a 
person that I never got to meet, but 
this is her story, and this is her story 
from her point of view and the informa-
tion that I have received from people 
who knew her, including her parents, 
her aunt, and some of her friends. And, 
like I said, I don’t know the real facts 
of this case. I am just giving you my 
opinion, and I am here today to tell 
Megan Rondini’s story, because she 
can’t tell her case, Mr. Speaker. 

I am co-chair of the Victims’ Rights 
Caucus, along with the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA), my friend. I 
was a former prosecutor in Houston, 
Texas, for 8 years. I tried felony cases. 
And then I was a criminal court judge 
for 22 years, seeing all kinds of viola-
tions of the law. I mention that be-
cause that is the background from 
which I speak. 

Over that time, I knew a lot of vic-
tims of crime. Too many victims of 
crime worked their way through the 
courthouse. I am going to talk about 
another one today: Megan Rondini. 

b 1330 
She was 19 or 20 when she was a stu-

dent at the University of Alabama, and 
on July 1, 2015, Megan and some of her 
friends, sorority friends, went to a 
nearby bar, as we would term it in the 
old days, where a lot of students in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, went for meeting 
other folks and hanging out. 

She came in contact with an indi-
vidual whose name was Terry Jackson 
Bunn, Jr. His nickname was Sweet T. 

Sweet T—being from the South, you 
can understand somebody being called 
that, Mr. Speaker. 

He was a patron of this establish-
ment. He was older. He was in his early 
thirties. Megan was approximately 20. 

He invited her to go over to his 
house, to look at his house, because he 
and his family live in a big mansion in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. She agreed to go. 
He went with another individual that 
he knew, and they went over to his 
house. 

They go upstairs, and here is where 
the problem and the crime apparently 
started. He takes her into his bedroom. 
She says: This is not a good idea. 

She may have been intoxicated, but 
apparently later during that evening, 
she is drugged or under the influence of 
drugs and really was not coherent dur-
ing this time, according to her, later. 

He sexually assaulted her. She did 
not consent. She did not consent. And 

she, from that day on, told everybody 
who talked to her about this case she 
did not consent. 

He had sexual intercourse with her. 
He falls asleep on the bed. 

She gets up. She tries to get out of 
this upstairs room. There is a dead bolt 
on the door, apparently. She couldn’t 
get out. She couldn’t figure out how to 
get out, so she climbs out the second- 
story window in the middle of the 
night and jumps from the second-story 
window to a trash can on the ground. 

She doesn’t have her keys. She didn’t 
know where they are. So his car is 
parked there, a Mercedes, sleek Mer-
cedes, which he picked her up in ear-
lier. She gets in the car, looks for her 
keys. 

She doesn’t have any money, so she 
takes money out of the vehicle to call 
a cab, to pay for the cab so she could 
get away, and the cab later shows up. 

During this time, she is texting her 
friends, asking for them to come get 
her. The text messages maybe didn’t 
make a whole lot of sense because of 
the condition that she is in. 

She eventually gets to the hospital, 
the place where sexual assault victims 
usually go first to get medical atten-
tion. She goes to the hospital there in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and while there, 
she told her story, even though she was 
somewhat still under the influence of 
drugs, probably. And while there, a 
Women and Gender Resource Center 
advocate shows up at the hospital. 

The hospital people take what we 
call in the vernacular in law enforce-
ment, as you used to be, a rape kit. It 
is called a sexual assault kit now. They 
take that sexual assault kit and they 
perform that examination, but they 
didn’t take any blood and they didn’t 
take any urine and they didn’t test 
Megan for whether she was under the 
influence of drugs. They did the sexual 
assault kit. 

Along the route, the sexual assault 
kit gets to the sheriff’s department, 
and we don’t know what happened to it 
after that. It was never tested. As far 
as I know, it hasn’t been tested yet. 
They don’t know where it is. Maybe 
the sheriff’s department has it, maybe 
they don’t, but that sexual assault kit, 
like I said, was never tested. 

So after she is there, or while she is 
there, the police, the sheriff’s depart-
ment show up and they question her 
briefly. It appears that these two homi-
cide detectives heard her story, and 
they didn’t take any notes about it. 
They just listened to her story. 

What transpired there maybe was not 
a lot of information given to the police, 
except she told her story. She told the 
police she didn’t consent, that she may 
be under the influence of drugs, drug- 
induced rape, and they left. 

The next morning, Megan, staying up 
all this time, the police, either at the 
first or the second interview, wanted to 
know why she didn’t physically resist, 
why she didn’t fight back this older 
man. And she was under the influence 
of drugs. 

Under most laws in most States, she 
couldn’t physically fight back, and 
that is the lack of consent. She didn’t 
give consent. And it is still sexual as-
sault, but apparently not so to the 
sheriff’s department in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. She didn’t fight back. 

Now, I am older than you are, Mr. 
Speaker, but I remember the days of 
these old, archaic rape laws where, in 
many States, the victim had to fight 
almost until death. The statutory limi-
tation on sexual assault or rape was 1 
year. That is when the victim only had 
a year to have that case indicted. And 
there are some other things about the 
old law that we both know, but I will 
get to that, hopefully, later. 

But it was obvious to her, either at 
the first interview and at least the sec-
ond interview, the sheriff’s department 
did not believe her. When she told them 
who the alleged perpetrator was, Sweet 
T Bunn, they seemed to back off the 
prosecution. 

Sweet T Bunn comes from a family in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, well-known, 
prominent citizens. The Bunn folks run 
a construction company, probably built 
every road in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Ev-
erybody knew who they were. And they 
backed off, according to her, of the in-
vestigation, still not taking, appar-
ently, any real notes. 

On the second interview later that 
morning with the police, the police 
started accusing her of committing a 
crime. So the victim no longer is the 
victim, but becomes the accused, the 
defendant, about the money that she 
took from Bunn’s car so she could get 
a cab to flee the perpetrator. 

The police interviewed TJ Bunn. He 
first denied she was ever at his man-
sion, and then later he changed his 
story, as accused individuals tend to 
do, and then said it was consent, that 
she consented to everything and that 
this is not a criminal case. And the po-
lice further backed off and then later 
said to Megan: We think we are going 
to prosecute you for theft of that 
money to get home and get away from 
the offender unless you drop the 
charges, the accusations against Sweet 
T. 

Mr. Speaker, we need, as a commu-
nity, to understand and put ourselves 
in the place of this girl who is alone. 
And I believe, all through that night, 
she made the best decisions she could 
to get help, and everywhere she turned, 
people turned her down. 

Now, I don’t know what most victims 
would do in this case, but she didn’t 
know what to do. She called her mom 
in Austin, Texas. Mom quickly gets in 
her car and starts driving to Alabama, 
as mothers do, wanting to know how 
she should handle this particular situa-
tion: she is becoming the accused. And 
that is the trump card that the police 
put on her: You back off the prosecu-
tion, and we won’t prosecute you for 
theft and maybe other crimes that you 
committed. 

So Megan left, not knowing what to 
do. 
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So the sheriff’s department doesn’t 

believe her, doesn’t want to believe 
her, and takes the alleged perpetrator 
and makes him the victim and makes 
her the accused individual. So the sher-
iff’s department has the rape kit— 
never tested. The sheriff’s department 
is accusing the victim of committing a 
crime. 

So she seeks relief from the Univer-
sity of Alabama. She goes there and 
she talks to a lady who was a counselor 
for students at the University of Ala-
bama, a female, and tells her the whole 
story again: No consent; I was sexually 
assaulted. 

After the story is told to the coun-
selor, the counselor apparently says: I 
can’t help you. I know the Bunn fam-
ily. I have a relative that works for 
Bunn Construction. I cannot help you, 
and I am backing off and recusing my-
self of this case—the counselor. 

What does Megan do? Well, the uni-
versity gives her another counselor, 
who I wouldn’t say is a real counselor. 
It is a graduate assistant. And the 
graduate assistant talks to Megan and 
says: ‘‘I can’t talk to you until you 
take medication for your anxiety.’’ 

Well, no kidding she has anxiety be-
cause of what has happened to her over 
these several hours. 

And that was the last we heard of the 
University of Alabama physical thera-
pist. She backs off because she has anx-
iety. 

The district attorney, eventually, 
about 3 weeks later, said: We are not 
prosecuting this case. No case, no sex-
ual assault, believes the sheriff’s de-
partment, believes it is consent, and 
they are not prosecuting the case. 

Later, it turns out, Mr. Speaker, and 
I don’t know if this influenced these 
people’s decisions or not, but we learn 
that the defendant’s family, the con-
struction company, gave financial con-
tributions to the sheriff’s department, 
to the district attorney’s office cam-
paign, and to the University of Ala-
bama, where they apparently are big 
contributors. I don’t know if that influ-
enced all of this or not, but you can 
take it for what you want. But anyway, 
they backed off the case. 

Megan, because it is the summer 
break, leaves and goes back home to 
Texas. She wants to get away from the 
University of Alabama because she had 
seen the defendant on campus. He is 
not a student there. She had told the 
people on the campus: I am very wor-
ried about me because of this person 
being on campus. 

She leaves the university, asking the 
title IX folks to help her transfer her 
university education from the Univer-
sity of Alabama to SMU, and she 
leaves. Apparently, she did not get co-
operation, according to her, for a cou-
ple of months from the title IX folks, 
which is another issue that I am not 
going to go into, and enrolls in the uni-
versity at SMU, needing a letter from 
Alabama to get into another univer-
sity, as all kids need to have nowadays. 

She is at SMU. She seeks medical 
help in Texas. The doctor told her that 

the findings were apparently post-trau-
matic stress, anxiety, depression, all 
from this criminal case that happened 
against her, always telling folks she 
didn’t consent. She never changed her 
rendition of the case. 

She wasn’t doing very well. She saw 
a counselor at SMU and wanted help 
with depression when she is filling out 
her medical history form that goes to 
the university at SMU in Dallas, 
Texas. 

b 1345 

She said she had mental issues. She 
said that she had bad thoughts about 
living. And then later, on February 26, 
2016, with that form laying next to her, 
Megan committed suicide. She took 
her life. 

Why? My opinion, because she never 
got any help. She couldn’t get help 
from the hospital because of the urine 
test; no drug test, no blood test; the 
rape kit never analyzed by the police 
department, sheriff’s department; the 
sheriff’s department didn’t believe her? 
Like I said, in my opinion, they didn’t 
want to believe her. 

The university didn’t help her. They 
gave her a graduate assistant to try to 
help her with her mental case, told her 
to get on medication. 

Mr. Speaker, Megan did everything 
that she should have done under those 
situations. It is easy for society, in 
cases like this, to always say to vic-
tims of crime, especially rape cases: 
You should have done this; you 
shouldn’t have done that. 

And there is a lot of second-guessing 
going on in this case by a lot of people. 
But, as a prosecutor, former judge, I 
think she did the best she could to get 
help, and she got no help. 

When people are desperate, when 
they feel like nobody cares, that no-
body is going to help them, in a sexual 
assault case, where—to me, that is one 
of the worst crimes that can be com-
mitted against a person—they are des-
perate, and she didn’t think life was 
worth living because of this case. 

Over the years, I have learned a lot 
from sexual assault victims, and one 
thing that they all want is validation. 
They want validation from us—commu-
nity, society, government—that that 
act they said happened to them did 
happen. That is what they want. Some-
times they want that more than pros-
ecution or apprehension of the of-
fender, is validation that we believe 
them. 

She didn’t get that validation, except 
for her family, and so she took her own 
life. What a tragedy. 

So that is why I am here today. 
Megan can’t talk about what happened 
to her, but we can. We, as Members of 
Congress, are really in the people busi-
ness, and that is why I am in Congress. 
I know that is why you are in Congress. 

So what are we going to do about 
this? What has happened in the in-
terim? 

Well, at the hospital, because of the 
failures—no drug testing, no urine test-

ing, the loss of the sexual assault kit, 
rape kit, or not being analyzed—my-
self, CAROLYN MALONEY, Democrat 
from New York, and also, TERRI SE-
WELL, who represents this area in Ala-
bama, have filed the Megan Rondini 
Act on her behalf. 

Now, what does that do? So this leg-
islation will require hospitals in our 
country, wherever they are, to have a 
SAFE at that hospital. What is a 
SAFE? It is a Sexual Assault Forensic 
Examiner. Some hospitals do, some 
don’t; but this law will require you 
have one at your hospital 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, or be able to take 
a sexual assault victim to one place 
close by that has this type of examiner. 

It is a special recognition for people 
in the sexual assault business, whether 
they are a nurse or whether they are a 
doctor, and we filed that legislation. 
Maybe that would have helped in this 
case where the sexual assault examiner 
would have finished the examination, 
made sure that the testing was done, or 
had some examiner near this hospital. 
So we filed this. It is called the Megan 
Rondini Act. That is one of the pieces 
of legislation we filed. 

I want to talk about the law enforce-
ment agency. Now, you know as much 
about law enforcement as anybody in 
Congress, but let me tell you the way I 
see this. 

They never tested the sexual assault 
kit, the rape kit, the urine sample. 
They questioned her because why 
didn’t she resist? Why didn’t she fight 
back? 

When a person is drug-induced in a 
sexual assault, they can’t fight back. 
They certainly can’t consent, but that 
is what they were asking her, even 
though that didn’t apply in this case. 
She couldn’t fight back. She didn’t 
fight back because of what happened to 
her when she was drugged or under the 
influence of something. 

And then they accused her of being a 
criminal. Rather than examining her 
case and finishing her case, they went 
on to take the defendant’s position, say 
they believed him, even though he gave 
contradictory stories later in this in-
vestigation. 

We have a piece of legislation that 
has already been filed to deal with sex-
ual assault kits, and I have introduced 
legislation today to reauthorize 
SAFER. SAFER is a piece of legisla-
tion Congress needs to reauthorize to 
have rape kits throughout the country 
examined. There are thousands of sex-
ual assault cases sitting on the shelves, 
sitting in warehouses; some have been 
destroyed they are so old, where law 
enforcement, government, has not ana-
lyzed those sexual assault rape kits. 

There are a lot of excuses made— 
there is not money, all of those things. 
They need to be examined in all crimi-
nal cases. SAFER provides funding to 
do that so that the backlogged evi-
dence gets tested and so that it con-
victs the guilty and clears the inno-
cent. That is the second piece of legis-
lation that we have filed. 
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The district attorney’s office, after 

Megan committed suicide, after they 
had refused to do anything about the 
case, almost a year later, they took the 
case to a grand jury, and it was not in-
dicted. It was no-billed. 

Now, I have presented cases to the 
grand jury. I am sure you have testi-
fied before grand juries. Unfortunately, 
some district attorneys, I am not say-
ing all, or even most—the grand jury 
does the will of the district attorney. If 
the district attorney encourages an in-
dictment, that person is indicted. If 
they encourage and recommend a no- 
bill, not indicted, grand juries will do 
that. 

Some prosecutors don’t offer advice. 
They let the grand jury make that de-
cision because that is their decision. I 
don’t know if that happened in this 
case or not. But they did decide to 
present the case to a grand jury, and it 
was not indicted. She was not indicted, 
or the defendant was not indicted. 

Of course, nothing could happen to 
her. She has already taken her own 
life. 

The university made some mistakes, 
in my opinion. The school victim advo-
cate abandoned her at the hospital 
where she was. 

On campus, the counselor, even 
though hearing the case, full story, at 
the end—this is interesting—at the 
end, decided to recuse herself because 
she knew the Bunn family. She knew 
the Bunn family when this interview 
started. Why didn’t she recuse herself 
before the victim tells the story again 
to another person, to another stranger? 
Interesting turn of events. 

Graduate assistant, in my opinion, 
didn’t have any qualifications to order 
that she get medical treatment before 
she comes back to talk to the folks at 
the hospital. 

We have filed a resolution, it is a 
sense of Congress resolution, Mr. 
Speaker, calling on all universities to 
employ a full-time victim advocate on 
campus who deals with sexual assault 
victims, have that expertise. And it is 
an expertise. A victim advocate needs 
to be specified to be a sexual assault 
victim advocate, because, you can talk 
about a victim advocate, that could be 
somebody talking about a theft case or 
something, but you need a sexual as-
sault victim advocate on campus, no 
matter what university this happens to 
be. 

It is a sense of Congress. It is a reso-
lution that has been filed today. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I 
have left? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 34 minutes remaining. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, let 
me—this is Megan Rondini. This is the 
way she looked when she was a stu-
dent. We have heard a lot about her, as 
we should. 

But now I want to talk about the 
family of the alleged perpetrator, 
Sweet T, and the Bunn family. Well- 
known business in the community. 
Good for them. Business is doing well. 

They give money to the university. As 
I mentioned, apparently they give 
money to the campaigns of the sheriff 
and the district attorney, and they 
make other contributions throughout 
the Tuscaloosa region. Apparently, ev-
erybody knows them. 

They are so concerned about this 
case that this is a full-page ad taken 
out of one of the Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
newspapers this week defending their 
honor, as we would say in the South. 
And it goes into quite a bit of detail. 

What it does is attack the victim of 
this crime. It almost justifies the de-
fendant’s, the accused’s, position. All 
through this ad, they talk about a lot 
of things. I want to read you just part 
of it. Here’s just one paragraph talking 
about their three generations of civic 
involvement in Tuscaloosa, Alabama: 

We support education. We support law en-
forcement. We support our hospital and 
civic. We are generous, and now we are con-
demned as if it is a conspiracy. 

The Bunn family, for more than 70 years, 
have given their time, energy, and resources 
to make our community a better place to 
live. Now, according to some journalists, 
every act of charity and good citizenship was 
nothing more than a large standing con-
spiracy. If no deed goes unpunished then why 
should anyone invest in our community to 
take the risk of being a good citizen? 

They are defending their honor. They 
are defending Sweet T. And all through 
this ad, taken out this week, they 
never mention sympathy or compas-
sion or sadness for the death of the vic-
tim in this crime. That seems very 
strange to me. Regardless of guilt or 
innocence, we know that a person took 
their life because of what happened. I 
find that very strange. 

They seem to protest too much—full- 
page ad in a local newspaper. 

The parents of Megan, Mike and 
Cindy Rondini, they are just folks who 
live in Austin, Texas. Robin, the aunt, 
she is a constituent of mine in Hous-
ton. And just listening to them talk, 
there sure is a different side of the 
story about compassion than what we 
hear from the Bunn folks. 

Mr. Speaker, I will try to sum this 
up. I appreciate your patience. I men-
tioned I have known a lot of sexual as-
sault victims. Years ago, before you 
were born, I was prosecuting in Hous-
ton, Texas. 

b 1400 

I am going to change the name of the 
victim in this case because of concerns 
about privacy for her family. 

Lisa was a student at the University 
of Houston, working a second job. She 
leaves school one evening at about 9 
o’clock p.m. or so. She is driving north 
on one of our interstates—or freeways, 
as we call them. She has car trouble. 
She pulls off the freeway, goes to a 
service station she thought was open. 
It was not open. 

An individual comes up to her, has a 
pistol—Luke, we will call him—kid-
naps her, sexually assaults her, and 
abandons her. She is later found in a 
very traumatic emotional state some-

where in the area. The police are 
called. They figure out who the perpe-
trator was, they go out and arrest him, 
investigate the case. 

One thing I want to mention that 
happens in most cases that didn’t hap-
pen in Megan’s case, the police didn’t 
talk to any witnesses. They didn’t talk 
to the witnesses at the bar. They didn’t 
talk to any of Megan’s friends. They 
didn’t talk to anybody. They just 
talked to the alleged perpetrator and 
to Megan. No investigation. 

Anyway, the investigation is done, 
Luke is captured. It turns out he is an 
ex-con for sexual assault—rape, as we 
called it in those days. 

Lisa convinced herself that she would 
testify. She comes to the courthouse. I 
prosecuted the case. She went through 
every detail. 

And you remember, Mr. Speaker, 
years ago, before the law started hav-
ing justice in it, sexual assault victims 
had to tell their whole sexual life be-
fore strangers. Of course the defendant, 
you never could go into the sexual life 
of the defendant, but the defense could 
always go into it on a victim. 

She goes through the trial. Twelve 
right-thinking folks on a jury con-
victed the offender. That same jury 
gave him 99 years in the penitentiary 
of Texas, what he earned, what he de-
served. 

We would hope that life would go on, 
that justice is done, and that every-
body is satisfied that justice is done. 
But that doesn’t always work. 

Lisa lost her job, dropped out of 
school, started abusing alcohol, drugs, 
a lot of stuff. She married, had two 
kids. Her husband, being the kind of 
guy he was, apparently decided to leave 
her and took the two kids and went 
somewhere else. 

It wasn’t long after that I got a call 
from Lisa’s mom telling me that she 
had taken her own life and left a note 
saying: ‘‘I am tired of running from 
Luke in my nightmares.’’ 

Another victim years ago, and I give 
her example only because we need to 
understand that this is one of the worst 
things that can happen to a person. 
One other case. I prosecuted a case 
where a guy was charged with sexually 
assaulting an elderly woman. She came 
to the courthouse to testify. Sadie. I 
will use her first name. She was 
dressed in a dark gray suit, long skirt, 
double-breasted coat. She had on a 
dark gray hat and a little veil over her 
face. 

She took the witness stand. I asked 
her: What happened when this perpe-
trator that you have identified came 
into your house? 

She said: He committed an act worse 
than death. 

I asked: What do you mean? What did 
he do? Did he assault you? What did he 
do? 

She said: He committed an act worse 
than death. 

Finally, she testified to the legal re-
quirement of penetration. 

To some sexual assault victims, rape 
is a fate worse than death. To Megan, 
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she got the death penalty for being a 
sexual assault victim. She couldn’t 
quite handle it. Why? Because no one 
was there to make sure that she did 
handle it. 

Mr. Speaker, sexual assault preda-
tors—and that is what they are. You 
can call it rape, you can call it sexual 
assault, you can call it a fate worse 
than death—sometimes steal the soul 
of the victim. That is the way the vic-
tims feel. Everything that was impor-
tant to them is gone because of the 
perpetrator. 

I think the best evidence, unfortu-
nately, that Megan, in my opinion, was 
telling the truth throughout all of this 
was that she took her life. That is what 
makes this case so sad. 

Sexual assault or rape, Mr. Speaker, 
is never the fault of the victim. Never. 
Never. And some folks want to look at 
this and say: Megan, you should have 
done this, you should have done that, 
you shouldn’t have gone with him, you 
shouldn’t have been drunk, you 
shouldn’t have allowed him to get you 
intoxicated on drugs, whatever. 

I think most of them do the best they 
can in trying to get justice. 

She went to the hospital and was de-
nied help. The sheriff’s department, in 
her opinion, denied help. In fact, they 
accused her of being the perpetrator. 
They didn’t investigate, they didn’t 
talk to witnesses. She goes to a univer-
sity that gets Federal funds trying to 
get help and was denied. Denied. De-
nied. Denied. 

She leaves, she goes back to Texas, 
tries to enroll in another university, 
and before all that is completed, she 
takes her life. 

I hope we can understand not just 
this case and not just Megan, but we 
can understand the plight and the 
awful things that happen to some of 
our young women in our country. 

The same Constitution that protects 
defendants of crime, protects victims 
of crime. They are entitled to equal 
protection under the law. I am talking 
about victims of crime. If we under-
stand that principle, we will under-
stand justice. We will understand what 
we are all about; that we are in the 
people business. In this House of Rep-
resentatives on this late Friday after-
noon, we need to understand that. 

Justice means different things to dif-
ferent folks. But justice must be bal-
anced between the rights of the ac-
cused and the rights of the victim so 
that we do the right thing for the right 
reason in every case. 

Mr. Speaker, you know this in doing 
investigations in your capacity before, 
and I want to reiterate this. Some-
times victims just never get over it. 
They just never do. We should be there 
with them. I am talking about the 
community should be there with them 
and at least hear them out and make a 
rational and just decision, regardless of 
who the offender is: poor, rich, famous, 
somebody in the community, big con-
tributor, whatever; and no matter who 
the victim is, same background: poor, 

rich, famous. That should go away in 
determining justice. Otherwise, we 
don’t have justice for all. We only have 
justice for a few. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the time, I 
appreciate the patience of the House of 
Representatives when I wanted to talk 
today about Megan Rondini. This case 
bothers me as a father of four kids, 
three of them girls; twelve grand-
children, eight of them girls. It bothers 
me as a Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives and as a former person 
who worked at the courthouse for over 
30 years. 

I hope it bothers the House of Rep-
resentatives so we move forward with 
trying to get help for folks like this, 
that we pass legislation that requires a 
safe officer at hospitals, that we pass 
legislation as a House resolution that 
it is a sense of Congress that all uni-
versities have on campus a sexual as-
sault victim’s advocate or coordinator, 
as the law says. 

I thank CAROLYN MALONEY from New 
York and TERRI SEWELL from Alabama, 
who represents this area, for cospon-
soring this bill. 

I ask the leadership to move this leg-
islation forward. But let’s not forget 
about Megan’s family and Megan’s case 
and the thing that happened to her 
that just can’t happen anymore. Jus-
tice can be served, it shall be served, 
because justice is what we do, Mr. 
Speaker. 

And that is just the way it is. 
Mr. Speaker, I would ask how much 

time is left. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman has 17 minutes remaining. 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF EMIL 
OGDEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. FLORES) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman for Texas sharing 
the story about Megan with this Cham-
ber, and I look forward to supporting 
him in his efforts to try to keep these 
things from happening again in the fu-
ture. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Emil Ogden of College Station, Texas, 
who passed away on July 25, 2017. 

Emil Ogden was born on September 
15, 1927, in Blackwell, Oklahoma. He 
was raised by his loving mother, Mary 
Ogden, in Bowling Green, Missouri. 
Growing up during the worst of the 
Great Depression, Emil experienced 
poverty firsthand and lived in a one- 
room house. To provide for her son, 
Emil’s mother worked as a maid at his 
grandfather’s hotel for $2 a week. To 
help the family, Emil worked any odd 
job he could find. 

During this time, an act of kindness 
from a member of the local Rotary 

Club would change his life. Emil was 
enamored with baseball and would 
often visit the local hardware store 
owned by Rotary Club member Ed 
Dunlap. Ed noticed that Emil loved 
baseball but could not afford the equip-
ment. He sent a bat, a glove, and a ball 
to Emil. The care that Ed and the Ro-
tary members showed to Emil put his 
life on a better course. 

Emil valued their support, once stat-
ing: ‘‘I could have been very rebellious 
as a child. Things like poverty can 
make you grow up with some resent-
ment. But all of a sudden, I had a 
whole town of surrogate fathers, and 
they cared about me. It motivated me 
to be a better example as a young man. 
The leaders of the community who we 
respected were all members of the Ro-
tary, and I didn’t want to disappoint 
them after they had taken an interest 
in me.’’ 

In 1945, Emil joined the U.S. Army 
Air Corps and was assigned to the 503rd 
Army Air Forces Base Unit, better 
known as the Brass Hat Squadron. The 
Brass Hat Squadron was a group of es-
teemed Army pilots whose job it was to 
fly high-profile persons around the 
world to significant events. 

Based out of Washington National 
Airport, the squadron flew senior gov-
ernment officials, including senators 
and congressmen, U.S. and foreign dig-
nitaries and, military leaders, among 
others. 

Personally, Emil flew dignitaries to 
events such as the Nuremberg war 
trials, the atomic bomb tests on Bikini 
Atoll, and the national independence 
celebration in the Philippines. Due to 
his service in the military, Emil had 
visited more than 30 countries before 
his 20th birthday. 

In 1947, Emil married his high school 
sweetheart and the love of his life, 
Clementine Lindeman. 

b 1415 

Clementine was the center of Emil’s 
life for over 69 years. Her support and 
encouragement always kept Emil 
grounded. Their love and commitment 
to each other, their Catholic faith, and 
the values upon which they built their 
lives, endured until his death. Together 
they had six children, whom they both 
loved dearly. At the time of his pass-
ing, their legacy included 22 grand-
children, and 12 great-grandchildren. 

After his service in World War II, 
Emil went on to play professional base-
ball in the minor leagues, playing for 
both the Brooklyn Dodgers’ and the 
Baltimore Orioles’ organizations. His 
career lasted from 1949 to 1953. His 
baseball career took place in west 
Texas, first for the Midland Indians 
and then for the Odessa Oilers. During 
his playing days, Emil met several 
baseball legends, including Jackie Rob-
inson. 

Emil’s baseball career came to a 
close when Clementine gave him an ul-
timatum: either stay married or keep 
playing baseball. Emil was a wise man, 
and he chose to focus on marriage. 
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Emil began college at Texas A&M 

University as part of the class of 1953. 
In the 1980s, he finished a degree in phi-
losophy while he was in his sixties. 
Upon finishing his degree later in life, 
Emil said: ‘‘Too many of us grow older 
and we sit back and say, ‘Well, I’ve 
lived my life. There’s nothing else to 
do. I’ll try to live on my past experi-
ences and past knowledge and hope 
that I survive with some dignity.’ I 
think that person has already partially 
died.’’ Emil’s love for learning and his 
intellectual curiosity would continue 
through the end of his life. 

In 1953, Emil returned to Abilene, 
Texas, to begin his career in the oil in-
dustry. While starting his career, he 
worked odd jobs to help make ends 
meet for his growing family. One of 
those odd jobs was playing the trumpet 
in local dance bands on the weekends. 

In 1973, his independent oil and gas 
operations hit it big when the prop-
erties he was leasing dramatically in-
creased in value, creating the nucleus 
of Emil’s business success. The oil and 
gas business eventually brought Emil 
back to College Station in 1979, where 
he would be instrumental in developing 
the successful Bryan Woodbine Oil 
Field in the 1980s. 

Passionate about educating youth, 
Emil helped found the Ogden-Chaparral 
Entertainment Company, where he pro-
duced an educational children’s tele-
vision show called ‘‘ImagineLane’’ in 
the 1990s. The first show aired on 
KAMU-TV in the Brazos Valley and 
was eventually shown on stations all 
across the United States. 

Even with all of his business accom-
plishments, Emil will best be remem-
bered for his philanthropic efforts in 
the Brazos Valley. His upbringing in 
poverty and struggles during early life 
are something Emil never forgot, and 
it made him empathize with those in 
need. 

He served on the board of directors 
for the local Boys & Girls Club, in mul-
tiple positions for the Knights of Co-
lumbus, as chairman of the Arrow 
Moon District of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and he was also a member of 
the Bryan Rotary Club. 

A lifelong conservative, Emil also 
gave to many conservative causes, in-
cluding donating the seed money to the 
40 Days for Life campaign, which began 
at College Station and advocated for 
pro-life causes around the world today. 

He also sponsors three Habitat for 
Humanity homes, saying that it was 
‘‘my way of giving thanks.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Emil Ogden worked 
tirelessly for the Brazos Valley. He is 
loved in Bryan-College Station and cer-
tainly left an enduring impression on 
our community. He will be forever re-
membered as a great philanthropist, 
humanitarian, businessman, husband, 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather, 
pro-life champion, and friend. 

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest 
and heartfelt condolences to the Ogden 
family. We also lift up the family and 
friends of Emil Ogden in our prayers. 

I have requested that the United 
States flag be flown over the Nation’s 
Capitol today to honor the life and leg-
acy of Emil Ogden. 

As I close today, I urge all Americans 
to continue praying for our country 
during these difficult times, for our 
military men and women who protect 
us from external threats, and for our 
first responders who protect us from 
threats here at home. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAMES 
LOUIS MAXWELL, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
HOLDING) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to reflect on the life of the late 
James Louis Maxwell, Jr., a gentleman 
from a small eastern North Carolina 
county, whose innovative mind and en-
trepreneurial spirit helped grow his 
grandfather’s local milling company 
into a thriving international agri-
business. Louis Maxwell’s story is cer-
tainly one of commercial and financial 
success, but it is, more importantly, 
Mr. Speaker, about a life devoted to 
family and community. 

On January 9, 1927, in Wayne County, 
North Carolina, James Louis Maxwell 
and his wife, Ruth Herring, welcomed 
the birth of a son, Louis, Jr. He was an 
active youngster and became involved 
in Boy Scouts, proudly earning his 
Eagle Scout badge. He would later say 
that scouting had a transformational 
impact on him, and he remained ac-
tively involved with the Scouts 
throughout his life. 

Louis’ grandfather, Hugh Maxwell, 
founded Goldsboro Milling Company in 
1916, a family business, which is hon-
ored, Mr. Speaker, to celebrate 101 
years of business this year. The com-
pany began with the production of var-
ious feeds for farm animals, along with 
milling cornmeal and making grits. 

Young Louis, a graduate of Goldsboro 
High School, attended Davidson Col-
lege, but left to serve his country dur-
ing World War II. After completing his 
Naval service, Louis enrolled in UNC- 
Chapel Hill, graduating in 1950 with a 
degree in commerce. 

Proud of, and loyal to his deep roots 
in eastern North Carolina, he returned 
home to Goldsboro and immediately 
began working in the family business, 
and he rose quickly through the ranks. 

Louis was always looking at ways to 
expand the family business, and he 
began the company’s efforts in raising 
turkeys, hoping that eastern North 
Carolina would be favorable to growing 
those large birds. Turkey production 
grew rapidly, and today, Mr. Speaker, 
Louis’ vision and hard work have 
helped his company become the largest 
producer and processor of turkeys in 
the world, having acquired Butterball 
Company some years ago. 

Continuing to grow agribusiness 
across the United States, Louis ex-
panded his family’s ventures, becoming 
a major swine producer, along with 
timber and blueberry farming. His vi-
sionary acumen has now carried 
through five generations of the Max-
well family and shows no signs of slow-
ing down. 

Yet, despite all of the many achieve-
ments of this good man—and I have 
really not even touched the surface of 
those achievements—he is truly a hum-
ble person. To Louis Maxwell, helping 
folks in his communities, by providing 
good jobs and many opportunities, was 
one of the most honorable things he 
thought a man could do to serve his 
fellow man. He expected much from 
himself and from those he employed, 
and he was pleased to reward loyalty 
and hard work. 

His outlet, when he wasn’t working 
hard, what he liked to do was spend his 
time outdoors. Louis was the ultimate 
outdoorsman. If it wasn’t hunting sea-
son, it was fishing season. His children 
were right there with him, and they 
say that he was still out in the boat 
fishing even in his later years. They al-
ways stuck to one rule, though, which 
was: he had to clean the fish that he 
caught. 

Louis was a born and bred Methodist 
and was a lifelong member of St. Paul’s 
Methodist Church in Goldsboro. No 
matter where he was, Mr. Speaker, he 
never met a stranger, never walked 
past someone without saying hello, and 
he was a proud American. He loved his 
flag, and he loved his country. 

But most importantly, he spent more 
than 60 years married to the love of his 
life, Mary Ann Jeffreys, until she 
passed in 2014. Together, they had four 
children, eight grandchildren, and now 
a great-grandchild. Louis was very 
proud of his family, as they were of 
him. He cherished his role as a hus-
band, father, and grandfather. 

In his lifetime, Louis Maxwell en-
riched countless lives in ways too 
many to express. He will truly be 
missed. He was a friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, 
JULY 28, 2017, TO TUESDAY, AU-
GUST 1, 2017 
Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 11 a.m. on Tuesday next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
f 

IMPORTANT ISSUES OF THE DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been a deeply troubling last 12 hours— 
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24 hours, I guess. The House went about 
trying to repeal the—and it is just 
tough to say—Affordable Care Act be-
cause of the thousands of people we 
have heard from in my district in the 
last 7 years who have just been dev-
astated by the costs that skyrocketed, 
the premiums that skyrocketed, the 
deductibles that skyrocketed, the criti-
cally important doctor or medicine or 
facility that President Obama prom-
ised they could keep that was taken 
away by ObamaCare. It is just hard to 
call it the Affordable Care Act because 
it has cost some people everything. 

But every Republican had promised 
we would repeal ObamaCare. It is pos-
sible SUSAN COLLINS in the Senate may 
not have. She didn’t vote for the repeal 
in the last Congress, but it is my un-
derstanding that virtually everybody 
had promised: If you will elect me, or 
reelect me, I will vote for repeal. 

I have literally prayed for Senator 
JOHN MCCAIN with the cancer that they 
found out has overtaken him, and I do 
hope and pray for a speedy, full recov-
ery. But I do recall, vividly, that elec-
tion in Arizona, and apparently he was 
extremely concerned about getting re-
elected. 

There was hard-charging opposition 
in the Republican primary, more than 
one primary opponent, and as I recall, 
there were repeated promises that the 
Senator, if the good people of Arizona 
would just reelect him, give him an-
other 6 years, he would be working 
tirelessly, he would be working so hard 
to repeal ObamaCare. 

And I did go down to the Senate 
Chamber this week a couple of days 
ago. I went down because I thought it 
would be historic, potentially, to have 
the Senate vote to proceed to debate on 
what we hoped would be an actual re-
peal of ObamaCare. 

It turns out they called it a skinny 
bill, or a skinny repeal. It wasn’t much 
of a repeal at all. In fact, I guess there 
is a decent chance, if that had passed 
and become law, it may have very well 
ensured the total collapse of private in-
surance and, ultimately, the desire of 
those who pushed through ObamaCare. 
We would ultimately end up with so-
cialized medicine, rationed care. 

I am not a fan of the term ‘‘single 
payer’’ because it masks what we are 
really talking about. We are talking 
about government takeover of 
healthcare. And as we have watched 
the little precious child, Charlie Gard’s 
parents going through absolute hell, 
there have been so many questions: 
Whether you agree or disagree, should 
he be allowed to have further surgery? 
Should he have been allowed to have a 
procedure that might have saved his 
life? 

It ends up going to court, and be-
cause of the laws in England with their 
socialized medicine, the government 
gets to choose who can have poten-
tially lifesaving procedures, what life- 
enhancing procedures, and who can’t. 
That is the nature of socialized medi-
cine. 

b 1430 
During my summer in the former So-

viet Union, back when I was in college 
as an exchange student over there, I 
didn’t just have tours, I saw the way 
people were treated in the socialized 
medicine of the Soviet Union. 

I have heard even some of my dear 
friends and colleagues here in the 
House say: We know socialized medi-
cine always fails. 

Actually, that is something I don’t 
know. What I know and what I believe 
is socialized medicine never actually 
fails. Now, socialism will always fail. It 
always has. Even going back to the 
New Testament church when the Apos-
tle Paul tried this beautiful, wonderful 
concept: bringing all into the common 
storehouse, sharing and sharing alike. 

Well, eventually he realized that is 
going to work in Heaven just beau-
tifully, but it sure doesn’t work on 
Earth. So here is a new rule: if you 
don’t work, you don’t eat. 

Why? Because in this beautiful, in-
credible world where people are human, 
they are imperfect. Everyone has done 
wrong at some point and fallen short of 
the glory of God—every one of us. No-
body is perfect. So you can’t have a 
perfect system that does anything but 
become a totalitarian government. 

It has to become totalitarian in order 
to force people to bring into the com-
mon storehouse. When you do that, you 
eliminate the incentives that have 
proved over recorded history to be the 
least effective. If you don’t have incen-
tives, it is ineffective. People don’t 
work the hardest. 

Mr. Speaker, I have mentioned be-
fore—because there was a great exam-
ple during that summer in the Soviet 
Union at a collective farm 30 miles or 
so outside of Kiev—there were thou-
sands and thousands of acres, but I 
could not tell the difference between 
the cultivated areas and the noncul-
tivated areas. 

I’ve worked on farms and ranches. 
This was in the middle of July. We are 
at about the same latitude in east 
Texas. You want to get out there as 
close to sunup as you can because it 
gets so hot by midafternoon you want 
to be finishing up by midafternoon. 

Here it was the middle of the morn-
ing, and most of the farmers were out 
there in the middle of the village area 
there in the shade. Back in Mount 
Pleasant growing up, some of the older 
gentlemen had a spit and whittle club. 
That reminded me of that, the old guys 
just sitting around talking—young and 
old. 

So I tried to use my best Russian and 
asked: When do you work out in the 
field? Obviously, these guys hadn’t 
worked up a sweat all morning. I was 
trying to be pleasant. When do you 
work out in the field? 

They all laughed. So I thought 
maybe I didn’t say it right. But one of 
them then responded in Russian: I 
make the same number of rubles if I 
am out there in the sun or I am here in 
the shade, so I am here in the shade. 

Obviously, I have not forgotten this. 
It is such a great example of why so-
cialism never works because there is no 
incentive to work. Oh, yes, you can 
punish people. But that doesn’t provide 
nearly the incentive as the Pilgrims 
found, their beautiful Compact: bring 
into the common storehouse, share and 
share alike. 

After they lost so many people that 
first harsh winter, they tried some-
thing called private property—you got 
to keep what you produced. Wow, did it 
work out well. It has worked out well 
over the years even to the present 
time, although this government has 
continued to buy and take over more 
and more land and move in the direc-
tion of being socialistic. 

But our medicine has not been really 
socialistic. It has been taken over more 
and more by government and the insur-
ance companies. Why in the world did 
the insurance companies support 
ObamaCare, the ACA, in the past? Be-
cause they were so shortsighted. 

I think they and the big pharma-
ceutical companies knew that eventu-
ally by signing onto ObamaCare they 
were signing their own death warrants. 
Not immediately. Those executives 
that got involved would be able to take 
their golden parachutes and their mil-
lions and millions of dollars in dis-
tribution. But, ultimately, we would 
become a socialized medicine country. 

You would see mortality rates begin 
to go up where people didn’t live as 
long. People would not get the knee, 
hip, and the back surgeries and hearing 
aids. The government ends up deciding 
who is worthy and who is not. 

So America voted the Democrats out 
of majorities in the House and Senate 
mainly because they pushed through 
ObamaCare. The huge majority of 
Americans were satisfied with their 
health insurance, their health insur-
ance plans, and their healthcare. 

There is a big difference. Those 
terms, health insurance and 
healthcare, have been skewed. There is 
a big difference. We have got to get 
back to a place where patients and doc-
tors have a relationship unencumbered 
and without being separated by insur-
ance companies and the government. 

But if we don’t repeal ObamaCare, we 
will move to total government control 
and Charlie Gard’s situation where the 
government says: You can have a life-
saving procedure, but you cannot. 

That day has already come, and it is 
going to be a common occurrence if we 
don’t keep our promise and repeal 
ObamaCare. 

I was down there when they voted to 
proceed to debate. But, honest to good-
ness, even though I have been here 12 
years and think nothing shocks me, I 
couldn’t believe that so many people 
who promised over and over and over 
again ‘‘we will repeal ObamaCare, we 
will end ObamaCare, we will get you 
back in control of your healthcare, we 
will get you back affordable 
healthcare’’ couldn’t vote even for the 
skinny bill. 
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It hardly did much of anything to 

ObamaCare, even a little bit. 
It is the first time I am aware of in 

the history of the United States Con-
gress where one body contacted the 
other body—the Senate, in this case, 
contacted the Republicans in the 
House—and said: Please, we think we 
can pass our bill in the Senate, but you 
have got to promise us you won’t pass 
it in the House. We will go to con-
ference. Please promise us you won’t 
pass it in the House. We have a chance 
to pass it in the Senate. 

What kind of governance is that? I 
think it is a good thing to take a break 
from being here in session where we 
talk to ourselves too much. I think 
that is a problem here on both ends of 
the House. 

I am proud of some of the things we 
have done here in the House. We have 
made some progress. We need to make 
a lot more. We need to pass the tax re-
form. I want to see the corporate tax 
get down to 15 percent so those hun-
dreds of thousands of millions of jobs 
that went to China can come back to 
the United States. Why? Because we 
undercut the income tax that China 
charges to corporations. 

What is a corporate tax? It is an in-
sidious fee that citizens have to pay 
where the government makes them 
think they are not paying it—oh, it is 
the evil corporation paying it. No. It is 
every customer pays for the corporate 
tax. 

If you reduce that tax, then we be-
come competitive around the world in 
things that we are not competitive, 
and jobs come back here. As any histo-
rian can tell you, an international 
power that does not produce the things 
they need in a time of war will not re-
main an international power after the 
next war. 

When we lost production of steel, of 
rubber, and of tires—all these things 
that are critical in the time of war—it 
will encourage our enemies to take ad-
vantage of the fact that they provide 
the things we will need in a time of 
war. The only way you really effec-
tively avoid war, as President Reagan 
made clear, is you become so strong 
nobody wants to fight you. Those are 
the small times of peace in world his-
tory either when someone is so strong 
they enslave everybody else or that one 
country is so strong that believes in 
freedom that they force the evil leaders 
in the world to stay at bay where peo-
ple have peace. 

I want peace. I want a strong Amer-
ica. I want to keep our promises and 
have tax cuts. I feel pretty comfortable 
that we are going to do it in the House. 

I just hope and pray, Mr. Speaker, 
that those in the Senate who have 
made promises about repealing 
ObamaCare and cutting taxes will have 
the kind of August where God lays it 
on their hearts that it is not a good 
thing to lie to the American people or 
constituents, and that the best thing I 
can do for myself politically and for 
my country is to keep my promises. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 3298. An act to authorize the Capitol 
Police Board to make payments from the 
United States Capitol Police Memorial Fund 
to employees of the United States Capitol 
Police who have sustained serious line-of- 
duty injuries, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3364. An act to provide congressional 
review and to counter aggression by the Gov-
ernment of Iran, the Russian Federation, and 
North Korea, and for other purposes. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on July 27, 2017, she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill: 

H.R. 3298. To authorize the Capitol Police 
Board to make payments from the United 
States Capitol Police Memorial Fund to em-
ployees of the United States Capitol Police 
who have sustained serious line-of-duty inju-
ries, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 41 minutes 
p.m.), consistent with the fourth clause 
in section 5 of Article I of the Constitu-
tion, and notwithstanding section 132 
of the Legislative Reorganization Act 
of 1946, the House adjourned until 
Tuesday, August 1, 2017, at 11 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

2118. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Departments final 
rule — Irish Potatoes Grown in Certain Des-
ignated Counties in Idaho, and Malheur 
County, Oregon; Decreased Assessment Rate 
[Doc. No.: AMS-SC-16-0111; SC17-945-1 FR] re-
ceived July 26, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

2119. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s in-
terim rule — Walnuts Grown in California; 
Decreased Assessment Rate [Doc. No.: AMS- 
SC-17-0031; SC17-984-1 IR] received July 26, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

2120. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Tart Cherries Grown in the States of 

Michigan, et al.; Free and Restricted Per-
centages for the 2016-17 Crop Year for Tart 
Cherries [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-16-0105; SC16-930- 
5 FR] received July 26, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

2121. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Definitions and Selection 
Criteria that Apply to Direct Grant Pro-
grams [Docket ID: ED-2017-OII-0032] (RIN: 
1855-AA13) received July 26, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

2122. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting the 
Corporation’s final rule — Benefits Payable 
in Terminated Single-Employer Plans; Inter-
est Assumptions for Paying Benefits received 
July 25, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

2123. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Kentucky; Revisions to Louisville; Defini-
tions [EPA-R04-OAR-2017-0365; FRL-9965-30- 
Region 4] received July 21, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

2124. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Georgia; Miscellaneous Revisions [EPA-R04- 
OAR-2017-0021; FRL-9965-25-Region 4] re-
ceived July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2125. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Florida: Unnecessary Rule Removal [EPA- 
R04-OAR-2016-0656; FRL-9965-14-Region 4] re-
ceived July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2126. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; CT; Rea-
sonably Available Control Technology for 
the 2008 Ozone Standard [EPA-R01-OAR-2014- 
0611; A-1-FRL-9963-89-Region 1] received July 
21, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2127. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Priorities List 
[EPA-HQ-OLEM-2016-0428, 0430, 0432, 0434, 
0435, 0436 and 0437; FRL-9965-31-OLEM] re-
ceived July 27, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2128. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Ametoctradin; Pesticide 
Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0518; FRL-9963- 
04] received July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

2129. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:17 Jul 29, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00048 Fmt 0636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28JY7.069 H28JYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6571 July 28, 2017 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; Requirements for Continuous Emission 
Monitoring [EPA-R03-OAR-2017-0047; FRL- 
9965-23-Region 3] received July 21, 2017, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

2130. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Expedited Approval of Al-
ternative Test Procedures for the Analysis of 
Contaminants under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act; Analysis and Sampling Proce-
dures [EPA-HQ-OW-2017-0284; FRL-9964-78- 
OW] received July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

2131. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Fenamidone; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0064; FRL-9962-96] 
received July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2132. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Fenpyroximate; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0307; FRL- 
9963-22] received July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

2133. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Priorities List 
[EPA-HQ-OLEM-2016-0428, 0430, 0432, 0434, 
0435, 0436 and 0437; FRL-9965-31-OLEM] re-
ceived July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2134. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Tolpyralate; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0405; FRL-9964-15] 
received July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2135. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pseudomonas chlororaphis 
strain AFS009; Exemption from the Require-
ment of a Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0284; 
FRL-9961-77] received July 21, 2017, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

2136. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Topramezone; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0825; FRL- 
9960-37] received July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

2137. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — TSCA Inventory Notifica-
tion (Active-Inactive) Requirements [EPA- 
HQ-OPPT-2016-0426; FRL-9964-22] (RIN: 2070- 
AK24) received July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

2138. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 

rule — Video Description: Implementation of 
the Twenty-First Century Communications 
and Video Accessibility Act of 2010 [MB 
Docket No.: 11-43] received July 21, 2017, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

2139. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Video Description: Implementation of 
the Twenty-First Century Communications 
and Video Accessibility Act of 2010 [MB 
Docket No.: 11-43] received July 21, 2017, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

2140. A letter from the Deputy Bureau 
Chief, Policy and Licensing Division, Public 
Safety and Homeland Security Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule — Proce-
dures for Commission Review of State Opt- 
Out Requests from the FirstNet Radio Ac-
cess Network [PS Docket: 16-269] received 
July 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2141. A letter from the Acting Chief Pri-
vacy and Civil Liberties Officer, Department 
of Justice, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Privacy Act of 1974; Implemen-
tation [CPCLO Order No.: 007-2017] received 
July 26, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

2142. A letter from the Federal Liaison Of-
ficer, Patent and Trademark Office, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Miscellaneous Changes 
to Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Rules 
of Practice; Clarification [Docket No.: PTO- 
T-2017-0025] (RIN: 0651-AD22) received July 21, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

2143. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final reg-
ulations and removal of temporary regula-
tions — Health Insurance Premium Tax 
Credit [TD: 9822] (RIN: 1545-BM09) received 
July 26, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

2144. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Extension of Guidance in Notice 2015- 
77 for Participants in the HFA Hardest Hit 
Fund [Notice 2017-40] received July 26, 2017, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

2145. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final reg-
ulations and removal of temporary regula-
tions — Branded Prescription Drug Fee [TD: 
9823] (RIN: 1545-BM26) received July 26, 2017, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

2146. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final reg-
ulation — Special Enrollment Examination 
User Fee for Enrolled Agents [TD: 9820] (RIN: 
1545-BN09) received July 26, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

2147. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final and 

temporary regulations — Return Due Date 
and Extended Due Date Changes [TD: 9821] 
(RIN: 1545-BN13) received July 26, 2017, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLTUIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 873. A bill to authorize 
the Global War on Terror Memorial Founda-
tion to establish the National Global War on 
Terrorism Memorial as a commemorative 
work in the District of Columbia, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 115–264). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. House Resolution 442. Resolu-
tion of inquiry directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to provide certain documents in 
the Secretary’s possession to the House of 
Representatives relating to President 
Trump’s financial connections to Russia, 
certain illegal financial schemes, and related 
information; adversely (Rept. 115–265). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee: Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. H.R. 95. A bill to amend title 
28, United States Code, to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to provide child 
care assistance to veterans receiving certain 
medical services provided by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, with an amendment 
(Rept. 115–266). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee: Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. H.R. 3262. A bill to require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry out a 
pilot program to provide educational assist-
ance to certain former members of the 
Armed Forces for education and training as 
physician assistants of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, to establish pay grades and 
require competitive pay for physician assist-
ants of the Department, and for other pur-
poses; with an amendment (Rept. 115–267). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GOWDY: Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. H.R. 2195. A bill to 
amend title 5, United States Code, to provide 
for access of the Special Counsel to certain 
information, with amendments (Rept. 115– 
268). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SHUSTER: Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. House Resolution 
437. Resolution of inquiry requesting the 
President to provide certain documents in 
the President’s possession; adversely (Rept. 
115–269). Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. House Resolution 447. Resolution di-
recting the Secretary of Homeland Security 
to transmit certain documents to the House 
of Representatives relating to Department of 
Homeland Security policies and activities re-
lating to businesses owned or controlled by 
President Donald J. Trump; adversely (Rept. 
115–270). Referred to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 
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By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois 

(for himself, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. DOG-
GETT, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. HIG-
GINS of New York, Mr. LEWIS of Geor-
gia, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. NEAL, Mr. 
PALLONE, Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New 
Mexico, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, 
Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. JUDY 
CHU of California, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
CROWLEY, Mr. TONKO, Mr. ENGEL, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. GENE 
GREEN of Texas, Mr. RUSH, Mr. 
MCNERNEY, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. LARSON of 
Connecticut, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. KIND, Ms. MAT-
SUI, and Ms. CLARKE of New York): 

H.R. 3525. A bill to amend title V of the So-
cial Security Act to reauthorize the Mater-
nal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Vis-
iting Program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, and the Budget, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. ROTHFUS (for himself and Mr. 
PETERSON): 

H.R. 3526. A bill to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to allow the use of the Depart-
ment of Justice Asset Forfeiture Fund to fi-
nance United States border security meas-
ures, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland (for him-
self, Mr. SARBANES, and Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER): 

H.R. 3527. A bill to prohibit the use of funds 
to return certain property and interests in 
property to the Government of the Russian 
Federation; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts (for 
herself and Mr. MULLIN): 

H.R. 3528. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to require e-prescribing 
for coverage under part D of the Medicare 
program of prescription drugs that are con-
trolled substances; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. BRAT: 
H.R. 3529. A bill to amend the special sup-

plemental nutrition program for women, in-
fants, and children to cover certain vita-
mins; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. 

By Mr. COMER (for himself, Mr. GOOD-
LATTE, Mr. POLIS, Mr. MASSIE, Mr. 
GRIFFITH, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
PETERSON, Mr. COHEN, Ms. BONAMICI, 
Ms. GABBARD, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. 
SCHRADER, Mr. PERLMUTTER, and Mr. 
BARR): 

H.R. 3530. A bill to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to exclude industrial hemp 
from the definition of marihuana, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GOSAR (for himself, Mr. 
FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. AMODEI, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

H.R. 3531. A bill to amend the Radiation 
Exposure Compensation Act for purposes of 

making claims under such Act based on ex-
posure to atmospheric nuclear testing, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. EVANS (for himself and Mr. 
MCGOVERN): 

H.R. 3532. A bill to require the President to 
convert private businesses and investments 
in order to prevent conflicts of interest 
under Federal law, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

By Mr. CARBAJAL (for himself and 
Mr. CURBELO of Florida): 

H.R. 3533. A bill to amend the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972 to require the Sec-
retary of Commerce to establish a coastal 
climate change adaptation preparedness and 
response program, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Ms. DELBENE (for herself, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Mr. COHEN, and Mr. SMITH 
of Washington): 

H.R. 3534. A bill to make the Controlled 
Substances Act inapplicable with respect to 
marihuana in States that have legalized 
marijuana and have in effect a statewide reg-
ulatory regime to protect certain Federal in-
terests, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. LAMALFA: 
H.R. 3535. A bill to restore Federal recogni-

tion to the Ruffey Rancheria of California, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DEFAZIO: 
H.R. 3536. A bill to require persons who un-

dertake Federally funded research and devel-
opment of drugs to enter into reasonable 
pricing agreements with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina: 
H.R. 3537. A bill to reform our government, 

reduce the grip of special interest, and re-
turn our democracy to the American people 
by increasing transparency and oversight of 
our elections and government, reforming 
public financing for Presidential elections 
and providing for public financing for Con-
gressional elections, and requiring States to 
conduct Congressional redistricting through 
independent commissions, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, and in addition to the Committees 
on the Judiciary, Oversight and Government 
Reform, Financial Services, and Ways and 
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. RUSH: 
H.R. 3538. A bill to amend the Truth in 

Lending Act to create additional require-
ments for original and new creditors of mort-
gage loans in the case of a sale, transfer, or 
assignment of a mortgage loan, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

By Mr. RUSH: 
H.R. 3539. A bill to amend the Fair Credit 

Reporting Act to establish a procedure for 
the removal of a booking photograph from a 
consumer’s file, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. RUSH (for himself and Mr. PAL-
LONE): 

H.R. 3540. A bill to amend the Department 
of Energy Organization Act to replace the 
current requirement for a biennial energy 
policy plan with a Quadrennial Energy Re-
view, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. POE of Texas: 
H.R. 3541. A bill to reauthorize the SAFER 

Act of 2013, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WILSON of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. MOULTON, Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN, and Mr. DEUTCH): 

H.R. 3542. A bill to impose sanctions 
against Hamas for gross violations of inter-
nationally recognized human rights by rea-
son of the use of civilians as human shields, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. STEWART (for himself and Mr. 
TIPTON): 

H.R. 3543. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to develop a categorical exclu-
sion for covered vegetative management ac-
tivities carried out to establish or improve 
habitat for greater sage-grouse and mule 
deer, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. LYNCH (for himself, Mrs. CARO-
LYN B. MALONEY of New York, and 
Mr. KING of New York): 

H.R. 3544. A bill to require the disclosure of 
beneficial ownership by a foreign person of 
aircraft registration, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure. 

By Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania (for 
himself, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. 
RENACCI, and Mr. MULLIN): 

H.R. 3545. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to protect the confiden-
tiality of substance use disorder patient 
records; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia (for 
himself, Mr. POSEY, Mr. FLORES, Mr. 
JODY B. HICE of Georgia, Mr. ALLEN, 
Mr. NORMAN, Mr. BABIN, Mr. RICE of 
South Carolina, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. 
LAMALFA, Mr. COOK, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. 
WENSTRUP, Mr. BRAT, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. 
FERGUSON, Mr. DUNN, Ms. JENKINS of 
Kansas, and Mr. CRAWFORD): 

H.R. 3546. A bill to prohibit universal serv-
ice support of commercial mobile service and 
commercial mobile data service through the 
Lifeline program; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Mr. ISSA (for himself, Mr. VARGAS, 
Mrs. NOEM, Mr. ALLEN, and Mr. FLO-
RES): 

H.R. 3547. A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of State to establish a permanent residence 
in Jerusalem, Israel, for the United States 
Ambassador to Israel, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MCCAUL (for himself, Mr. 
THORNBERRY, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. 
BISHOP of Utah, Mr. SHUSTER, Mr. 
SMITH of Texas, Mr. BRADY of Texas, 
Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. 
CARTER of Texas, Ms. GRANGER, Mr. 
CALVERT, Mr. KING of New York, Ms. 
MCSALLY, Mr. KATKO, Mr. DONOVAN, 
Mr. RATCLIFFE, Mr. HIGGINS of Lou-
isiana, Mr. ESTES of Kansas, Mr. POE 
of Texas, Mr. OLSON, Mr. BURGESS, 
Mr. MARCHANT, Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. 
SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. 
ARRINGTON, Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. 
WEBER of Texas, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. 
BABIN, Mr. BARTON, Mr. FLORES, Mr. 
MEADOWS, Mr. HUNTER, Mr. COOK, Mr. 
BRIDENSTINE, Mr. PALAZZO, Mr. 
BERGMAN, Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, 
Mr. COLLINS of New York, Mr. 
POLIQUIN, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. 
GOODLATTE, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. 
LOUDERMILK): 
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H.R. 3548. A bill to make certain improve-

ments to the security of the international 
borders of the United States, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity, and in addition to the Committees on 
Armed Services, Foreign Affairs, Natural Re-
sources, Agriculture, Transportation and In-
frastructure, Ways and Means, and Oversight 
and Government Reform, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. PAULSEN: 
H.R. 3549. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow a refundable credit 
with respect to any stillborn child of a tax-
payer; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LARSEN of Washington: 
H.R. 3550. A bill to amend the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to clar-
ify that ASL students are English learners; 
to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce. 

By Ms. MCSALLY (for herself, Mr. 
REICHERT, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. KING of 
New York, Mr. HURD, and Mr. GAR-
RETT): 

H.R. 3551. A bill to amend the Security and 
Accountability for Every Port Act of 2006 to 
reauthorize the Customs-Trade Partnership 
Against Terrorism Program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. 

By Mr. CLEAVER (for himself and Mr. 
YODER): 

H.R. 3552. A bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to re-
quire that teachers, principals, counselors, 
and other school leaders receive youth sui-
cide awareness and prevention training; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

By Mr. MARINO (for himself and Mr. 
PERLMUTTER): 

H.R. 3553. A bill to amend title 11 of the 
United States Code to increase the amount 
of compensation paid to chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy trustees for services rendered; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Mr. 
COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
MOULTON, and Mr. MEEHAN): 

H.R. 3554. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide for the auto-
matic recertification of income for income- 
driven repayment plans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. LOUDERMILK (for himself, Mr. 
MEEKS, Mr. HULTGREN, Mr. DAVID 
SCOTT of Georgia, and Mr. ZELDIN): 

H.R. 3555. A bill to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to provide that the def-
inition of a facility of an exchange does not 
apply to a line of business the purpose of 
which is not to effect or report a transaction 
on an exchange; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

By Mr. ROYCE of California (for him-
self and Ms. MOORE): 

H.R. 3556. A bill to require Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac to engage in credit risk transfer 
transactions, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Financial Services, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Ways and 
Means, and Agriculture, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. WALDEN (for himself, Mr. 
DEFAZIO, and Mr. NEWHOUSE): 

H.R. 3557. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to increase the number of 
health care professionals employed by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs by improv-
ing the Department of Veterans Affairs Edu-
cation Debt Reduction Program; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana (for her-
self and Mrs. MURPHY of Florida): 

H.R. 3558. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to make certain improve-
ments relating to inspections of Department 
of Veterans Affairs medical facilities and im-
proving care for women; to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. ADAMS (for herself, Mr. SMITH 
of Washington, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. 
AGUILAR, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms. 
JUDY CHU of California, Ms. WILSON 
of Florida, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Geor-
gia, and Mr. PAYNE): 

H.R. 3559. A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to award 
grants to support the access of marginalized 
youth to sexual health services, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. AGUILAR: 
H.R. 3560. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to give borrowers an op-
tion to extend the grace period prior to the 
beginning of the repayment period, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

By Mr. ARRINGTON (for himself, Mr. 
O’ROURKE, Mr. WALDEN, Miss 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto Rico, and 
Mr. DUNN): 

H.R. 3561. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to permit appraisers approved 
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to make 
appraisals for purposes of chapter 37 of such 
title based on inspections performed by third 
parties; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. ARRINGTON (for himself, Mr. 
O’ROURKE, Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of 
Puerto Rico, and Mr. DUNN): 

H.R. 3562. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to furnish assistance for ad-
aptations of residences of veterans in reha-
bilitation programs under chapter 31 of such 
title, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. BARRAGÁN (for herself, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, and Mr. 
CORREA): 

H.R. 3563. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to recognize the service 
of veterans of the armed forces by providing 
a more navigable and accommodating path-
way for veterans honorably discharged from 
the United States military to naturalize and 
seek citizenship, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BEYER (for himself, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. COHEN, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mrs. TORRES, 
Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. TED LIEU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. WELCH, Ms. 
LOFGREN, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. SHEA- 
PORTER, Miss RICE of New York, Mr. 
EVANS, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
of Pennsylvania, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Ms. JAYAPAL, and Mr. 
MCGOVERN): 

H.R. 3564. A bill to amend the Intelligence 
Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 
to authorize the Director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation to revoke the security 
clearance of political appointees in the Exec-
utive Office of the President for national se-
curity purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on the Judiciary, for 

a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mrs. BLACK (for herself, Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. KUSTOFF of Ten-
nessee, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. STEWART, 
Mr. GOSAR, Mr. DUNCAN of South 
Carolina, Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, and Mr. DUNCAN of Ten-
nessee): 

H.R. 3565. A bill to achieve domestic en-
ergy independence by empowering States to 
control the exploration, development, and 
production of oil and gas on all available 
Federal land, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. BUSTOS (for herself, Mr. 
CRAWFORD, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. 
EVANS, and Ms. KUSTER of New 
Hampshire): 

H.R. 3566. A bill to strengthen resources to 
combat the heroin and opioid epidemic in 
rural communities across America; to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CALVERT (for himself and Mr. 
TAKANO): 

H.R. 3567. A bill to authorize the purchase 
of a small parcel of Natural Resources Con-
servation Service property in Riverside, 
California, by the Riverside Corona Resource 
Conservation District, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CAPUANO (for himself and Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER): 

H.R. 3568. A bill to require manufacturers 
to disclose to consumers the presence of 
event data recorders, or ‘‘black boxes’’, on 
new automobiles, motorcycles, and 
autocycles, and to require manufacturers to 
provide the consumer with the option to en-
able and disable such devices on future auto-
mobiles, motorcycles, and autocycles; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. CAPUANO (for himself, Ms. 
BROWNLEY of California, Mr. CASTRO 
of Texas, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. KEATING, 
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING of New York, 
Mr. LYNCH, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mr. NEAL, Ms. TSONGAS, 
Mr. VEASEY, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. 
COHEN, and Mr. DESAULNIER): 

H.R. 3569. A bill to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
provide death benefits for campus police offi-
cers; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. BABIN, Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. 
FORTENBERRY, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. 
LOUDERMILK, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. YOHO, 
and Mr. FLORES): 

H.R. 3570. A bill to amend part A of title II 
of the Clean Air Act to exclude trailers and 
other vehicles that rely on a connection to a 
self-propelled vehicle from the definition of a 
motor vehicle; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Ms. CASTOR of Florida: 
H.R. 3571. A bill to amend title III of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 to re-
quire a plaintiff to provide a defendant with 
an opportunity to correct a violation of such 
title voluntarily before the plaintiff may 
commence a civil action, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself, Ms. 
BASS, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. 
WILSON of Florida, and Mr. ELLISON): 

H.R. 3572. A bill to carry out an income- 
contingent repayment program for Federal 
Interest Free Education Loans for under-
graduate students, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself, Mr. 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, 
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Mr. EVANS, Mr. KILMER, Mr. NOLAN, 
and Ms. WILSON of Florida): 

H.R. 3573. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the deduction 
allowed for student loan interest and the 
limitation based on income, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts: 
H.R. 3574. A bill to amend the Department 

of Education Organization Act and the High-
er Education Act of 1965 to require publica-
tion of information relating to religious ex-
emptions to the requirements of title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 1972, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

By Mr. COHEN (for himself and Mr. 
ROSS): 

H.R. 3575. A bill to provide standards for 
physical condition and management of hous-
ing receiving assistance payments under sec-
tion 8 of the United States Housing Act of 
1937; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. 

By Mr. COLLINS of New York: 
H.R. 3576. A bill to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to limit the authority of States 
and localities to regulate conduct, or impose 
penalties or taxes, in relation to rifles or 
shotguns; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. COSTA (for himself, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN 
GRISHAM of New Mexico, and Ms. 
DELBENE): 

H.R. 3577. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to establish a competitive 
grant program to provide grants to States to 
carry out targeted employment and training 
projects; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois: 
H.R. 3578. A bill to permit the 

expungement of records of certain non-
violent criminal offenses; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Ms. 
MOORE, and Mr. COHEN): 

H.R. 3579. A bill to make a supplemental 
appropriation for the Public Health Emer-
gency Fund, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on the Budget, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. DESAULNIER: 
H.R. 3580. A bill to promote State require-

ments for local educational agencies and 
public elementary and secondary schools re-
lating to the prevention and treatment of 
concussions suffered by students; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. DESAULNIER: 
H.R. 3581. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to exclude Federal Pell 
Grants from gross income; to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself, Ms. 
KAPTUR, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. MCCOL-
LUM, and Mr. RUSH): 

H.R. 3582. A bill to prohibit the closure, 
consolidation, or elimination of offices of the 
Environmental Protection Agency; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committees on Agriculture, 
Transportation and Infrastructure, and 
Science, Space, and Technology, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. ELLISON: 
H.R. 3583. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow an above-the-line 
deduction for attorney fees and costs in con-
nection with civil claim awards; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself, Mr. 
SERRANO, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. ROG-
ERS of Kentucky, and Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 3584. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend certain credits 
against tax related to empowerment zones; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FARENTHOLD (for himself and 
Mr. GOHMERT): 

H.R. 3585. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to make it a criminal offense to 
knowingly make a request to access classi-
fied information concerning a United States 
person to be unmimized pursuant to the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act for a rea-
son other than an authorized reason under 
that Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FERGUSON (for himself and 
Mr. BYRNE): 

H.R. 3586. A bill to amend the Occupational 
Safety and Health Act of 1970 with respect to 
labor organization representation during 
physical inspections of workplaces; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. GOMEZ: 
H.R. 3587. A bill to provide for the collec-

tion and assessment of intelligence regard-
ing the efforts of foreign powers to gain in-
fluence through the financial interests of the 
President and close family members and as-
sociates of the President; to the Committee 
on Intelligence (Permanent Select). 

By Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana (for him-
self, Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. WEBER 
of Texas, Mr. CLAY, Mr. PALAZZO, Mr. 
FARENTHOLD, Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of 
Georgia, and Mr. HIGGINS of Lou-
isiana): 

H.R. 3588. A bill to amend the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act to provide for management of red 
snapper in the Gulf of Mexico, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: 
H.R. 3589. A bill to amend title 31, United 

States Code, to end speculation on the cur-
rent cost of multilingual services provided 
by the Federal Government, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

By Mr. GRIJALVA: 
H.R. 3590. A bill to restore, reaffirm, and 

reconcile environmental justice and civil 
rights, provide for the establishment of the 
Interagency Working Group on Environ-
mental Justice Compliance and Enforce-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on the Judiciary, 
and Natural Resources, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GUTIÉRREZ (for himself, Ms. 
LOFGREN, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Ms. 
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico, Ms. PELOSI, Mr. HOYER, Mr. 
CROWLEY, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. CONYERS, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. AGUILAR, Ms. BARRAGÁN, 
Mr. BEYER, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. 
BROWN of Maryland, Ms. BROWNLEY of 
California, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. 
CAPUANO, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, 
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. CASTRO of 
Texas, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. CLARK of 
Massachusetts, Ms. CLARKE of New 
York, Mr. CLAY, Mr. COHEN, Mr. 
CORREA, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. CRIST, 
Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. 
DELAURO, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. DEUTCH, 
Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. ELLISON, Ms. 

ESHOO, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS, 
Mr. FOSTER, Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, 
Ms. FUDGE, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. GOMEZ, 
Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. AL 
GREEN of Texas, Mr. GENE GREEN of 
Texas, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. HASTINGS, 
Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. 
COSTA, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. 
KAPTUR, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KHANNA, 
Mr. KIHUEN, Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. LEE, 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. TED LIEU 
of California, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. 
BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico, Mr. 
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York, 
Ms. MATSUI, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
MCEACHIN, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
MCNERNEY, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MENG, 
Ms. MOORE, Mr. NADLER, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, Ms. NORTON, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. PERLMUTTER, 
Ms. PINGREE, Mr. POCAN, Mr. POLIS, 
Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, Mr. 
QUIGLEY, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. 
RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. RUSH, Mr. 
SABLAN, Mr. SARBANES, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. SHEA- 
PORTER, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. SIRES, Mr. 
SMITH of Washington, Mr. SOTO, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Mr. THOMP-
SON of California, Ms. TITUS, Mr. 
TONKO, Mrs. TORRES, Mr. VARGAS, 
Mr. VEASEY, Mr. VELA, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, 
Mr. WELCH, Ms. WILSON of Florida, 
Mr. YARMUTH, and Ms. BASS): 

H.R. 3591. A bill to amend the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 to permit States to deter-
mine State residency for higher education 
purposes and to authorize the cancellation of 
removal and adjustment of status of certain 
aliens who are United States residents and 
who entered the United States as children, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL (for herself, Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina, Mr. BERA, Ms. 
JUDY CHU of California, Mr. CORREA, 
Mr. CROWLEY, Ms. FRANKEL of Flor-
ida, Ms. GABBARD, Ms. JACKSON LEE, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. KHANNA, 
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. LEE, Ms. 
MENG, Ms. NORTON, Mr. SMITH of 
Washington, Mr. SUOZZI, Mrs. 
TORRES, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, and 
Mr. NADLER): 

H.R. 3592. A bill To amend the Public 
Health Service Act and the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
to provide for research and improvement of 
cardiovascular health among the South 
Asian population of the United States, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the 
Committee on Agriculture, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana: 
H.R. 3593. A bill to amend the Wilderness 

Act to authorize U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection to conduct certain activities to 
secure the international land borders of the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas (for 
himself and Ms. JENKINS of Kansas): 
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H.R. 3594. A bill to amend title II of the So-

cial Security Act to protect the Social Secu-
rity Trust Funds from overpayment dis-
charge during bankruptcy proceedings, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for 
himself and Ms. SEWELL of Alabama): 

H.R. 3595. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit to em-
ployers who provide paid family and medical 
leave, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for 
himself and Mr. KIND): 

H.R. 3596. A bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to 
adjust single-employer premiums, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, and in addition to 
the Committees on Rules, and the Budget, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. KILMER (for himself, Mr. 
YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. COLE, Mr. 
HECK, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. POCAN, Ms. 
MOORE, Mr. POLIS, Mrs. TORRES, Mr. 
BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico, Ms. 
PINGREE, Mr. COOK, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mrs. 
DINGELL, and Ms. DELBENE): 

H.R. 3597. A bill to amend the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972 to authorize grants 
to Indian Tribes to further achievement of 
Tribal coastal zone objectives, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. KIND (for himself and Mr. 
WITTMAN): 

H.R. 3598. A bill to amend the Neotropical 
Migratory Bird Conservation Act to reau-
thorize the Act; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. KING of Iowa: 
H.R. 3599. A bill to prevent States and local 

jurisdictions from interfering with the pro-
duction and distribution of agricultural 
products in interstate or foreign commerce; 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. KING of Iowa: 
H.R. 3600. A bill to amend title 13, United 

States Code, to require that any question-
naire used in determining the decennial cen-
sus of population shall contain an option for 
respondents to indicate citizenship status or 
lawful presence in the United States, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

By Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee: 
H.R. 3601. A bill to amend the Consumer 

Financial Protection Act of 2010 to clarify 
data and information sharing requirements 
regarding consumer complaints, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

By Ms. LEE (for herself, Ms. DEGETTE, 
Mr. ELLISON, Mr. TONKO, Mr. TAKANO, 
Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
MCNERNEY, Ms. SPEIER, Miss RICE of 
New York, Mr. DEUTCH, Ms. CLARK of 
Massachusetts, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. AGUILAR, Ms. ROY-
BAL-ALLARD, Mr. LARSEN of Wash-
ington, Mr. KIHUEN, Ms. CLARKE of 
New York, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. TITUS, 
Mr. NADLER, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
RYAN of Ohio, Mr. PRICE of North 
Carolina, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. 
DELAURO, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. CARBAJAL, 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. EVANS, Mr. 
CONYERS, Mr. WELCH, Ms. BONAMICI, 
Ms. JUDY CHU of California, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, 
Ms. ADAMS, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. 
FRANKEL of Florida, Mrs. CAROLYN B. 
MALONEY of New York, Mr. POCAN, 
and Mr. SERRANO): 

H.R. 3602. A bill to provide for the overall 
health and well-being of young people, in-
cluding the promotion of lifelong sexual 
health and healthy relationships, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself and Mr. 
THOMPSON of California): 

H.R. 3603. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to prevent earnings strip-
ping of corporations which are related to in-
verted corporations; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LOEBSACK: 
H.R. 3604. A bill to establish a National 

Flood Research and Education Center to pro-
vide research, data, and recommendations on 
physical science, social science, economic 
analysis, policy analysis, risk analysis, mon-
itoring, predicting, and planning as they re-
late to flooding and flood-related issues; to 
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, and in addition to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. MACARTHUR (for himself, Mr. 
ALLEN, Mr. LANCE, and Mr. COSTELLO 
of Pennsylvania): 

H.R. 3605. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for a presumption of 
herbicide exposure for certain veterans who 
served in Korea; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York (for herself and Mr. ELLI-
SON): 

H.R. 3606. A bill to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act to establish fair and trans-
parent practices related to the marketing 
and provision of overdraft coverage programs 
at depository institutions, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. 

By Mr. MCCLINTOCK (for himself and 
Mr. TIPTON): 

H.R. 3607. A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to establish fees for medical 
services provided in units of the National 
Park System, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. MCCLINTOCK (for himself, Mr. 
HUIZENGA, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. JONES, 
Mr. GIANFORTE, and Mr. TIPTON): 

H.R. 3608. A bill to amend the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 to require publication on 
the Internet of the basis for determinations 
that species are endangered species or 
threatened species, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. MURPHY of Florida (for her-
self, Mr. SOTO, Mr. CURBELO of Flor-
ida, Mr. CRIST, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mr. HASTINGS, and Ms. WIL-
SON of Florida): 

H.R. 3609. A bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to pro-
vide that children that have relocated from 
Puerto Rico to the States are fully consid-
ered for purposes of State allotments under 
the English language acquisition grants; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

By Mrs. NOEM: 
H.R. 3610. A bill to amend the Food Secu-

rity Act of 1985 to permit the donation of hay 
harvested under the conservation reserve 
program to certain disaster areas, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

By Mr. PAULSEN (for himself, Mr. 
KIND, and Mr. MARCHANT): 

H.R. 3611. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to create incentives for 
healthcare providers to promote quality 
healthcare outcomes, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PAYNE: 
H.R. 3612. A bill to amend the Foreign As-

sistance Act of 1961 to provide assistance to 
expand, improve, support, and promote pri-
mary and secondary education for displaced 
children, including girls, from areas des-
ignated by the Department of State as areas 
of conflict; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. PAYNE (for himself, Mr. 
SERRANO, Mr. EVANS, Ms. SPEIER, 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. HIGGINS 
of New York, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. 
MOORE, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. DAVID 
SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Mr. SIRES, Ms. FUDGE, Ms. 
NORTON, Mr. COHEN, Mr. HASTINGS, 
and Mr. PALLONE): 

H.R. 3613. A bill to authorize the Director 
of the Bureau of Justice Assistance to make 
grants to States, units of local government, 
and gun dealers to conduct gun buyback pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. POLIQUIN: 
H.R. 3614. A bill to direct the Adminis-

trator of General Services to establish a pro-
gram to sell Federal buildings that are not 
utilized to provide revenue for increases in 
social security benefits and military retire-
ment pay, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform, and in addition to the Committees 
on Ways and Means, and Armed Services, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. POSEY: 
H.R. 3615. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services to conduct or 
support a comprehensive study comparing 
total health outcomes, including risk of au-
tism, in vaccinated populations in the 
United States with such outcomes in 
unvaccinated populations in the United 
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. RICHMOND: 
H.R. 3616. A bill to amend the Workforce 

Innovation and Opportunity Act to provide 
grants to States for summer employment 
programs for youth; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. RICHMOND (for himself, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. KAPTUR, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, and Mr. RUSH): 

H.R. 3617. A bill to amend title 39, United 
States Code, to provide that the United 
States Postal Service may provide certain 
basic financial services, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

By Mr. RICHMOND: 
H.R. 3618. A bill to amend the Juvenile Jus-

tice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 
to establish the Office of School Discipline 
Policy, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, and 
in addition to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 
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By Mr. RUIZ: 

H.R. 3619. A bill to authorize the Export- 
Import Bank of the United States to use 3 
percent of its profits for administrative ex-
penses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. 

By Mr. RUIZ (for himself, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, and Mr. KIHUEN): 

H.R. 3620. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand eligibility for the 
refundable credit for coverage under a quali-
fied health plan; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. RUSSELL: 
H.R. 3621. A bill to require subscribers to 

services supported through the Lifeline pro-
gram of the Federal Communications Com-
mission to reapply for such services on an 
annual basis; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Ms. SEWELL of Alabama (for her-
self, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-
gia, Mr. CLAY, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Mr. SOTO, Mr. EVANS, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Mr. BEYER, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 
MCNERNEY, Mr. KILMER, Ms. MOORE, 
Mr. SCHIFF, and Mr. QUIGLEY): 

H.R. 3622. A bill to direct the Election As-
sistance Commission to establish the E-Se-
curity Fellows Program to provide individ-
uals who work on political campaigns with 
training in the best practices for election cy-
bersecurity, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on House Administration. 

By Ms. SEWELL of Alabama (for her-
self, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-
gia, Mr. CLAY, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Mr. SOTO, Mr. EVANS, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, and Mr. BEYER): 

H.R. 3623. A bill to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to secure and heighten 
the integrity of elections, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, and in addition to the Committee on 
Homeland Security, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington (for him-
self, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 
Ms. MCCOLLUM, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. 
NORTON, Mr. HECK, and Mr. BLU-
MENAUER): 

H.R. 3624. A bill to authorize voluntary 
grazing permit retirement on Federal lands 
managed by the Department of Agriculture 
or the Department of the Interior where live-
stock grazing is impractical, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committee on 
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. STIVERS (for himself and Mr. 
WALZ): 

H.R. 3625. A bill to require Senate con-
firmation of Inspector General of the Bureau 
of Consumer Financial Protection, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: 
H.R. 3626. A bill to amend the Bank Service 

Company Act to provide improvements with 
respect to State banking agencies, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H.R. 3627. A bill to amend the Workforce 

Innovation and Opportunity Act to provide 
for the establishment of Youth Corps pro-
grams and provide for wider dissemination of 
the Youth Corps model; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H.R. 3628. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow employers a credit 
against income tax for employees who par-
ticipate in qualified apprenticeship pro-
grams; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H.R. 3629. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 

Standards Act of 1938 to ensure that employ-
ees are not misclassified as non-employees, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H.R. 3630. A bill to establish student loan 

borrowers’ rights to basic consumer protec-
tions, reasonable and flexible repayment op-
tions, access to earned credentials, and effec-
tive loan cancellation in exchange for public 
service, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, and 
in addition to the Committees on Ways and 
Means, the Judiciary, and Oversight and 
Government Reform, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H.R. 3631. A bill to amend the Family and 

Medical Leave Act of 1993 and title 5, United 
States Code, to allow employees to take, as 
additional leave, parental involvement leave 
to participate in or attend their children’s 
and grandchildren’s educational and extra-
curricular activities and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Oversight and Government Reform, 
and House Administration, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. YODER (for himself and Mrs. 
MURPHY of Florida): 

H.R. 3632. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make the Child and De-
pendent Care Tax Credit fully refundable, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MCEACHIN (for himself, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Mr. EVANS, Mr. HAS-
TINGS, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms. 
KELLY of Illinois, Ms. BARRAGÁN, and 
Ms. JAYAPAL): 

H.J. Res. 116. A joint resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States prohibiting Congress and the 
States from abridging the right of citizens to 
affordable, quality health care; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. ADAMS (for herself and Mr. 
CONYERS): 

H. Con. Res. 75. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that 
homelessness in America should be elimi-
nated; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. SHERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
MEEKS, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Ms. TITUS, 

Mr. SWALWELL of California, Ms. 
SHEA-PORTER, Mr. KING of New York, 
Mr. COOK, Ms. JACKSON LEE, and Mr. 
DONOVAN): 

H. Con. Res. 76. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that the 
current Federal income tax deduction for in-
terest paid on debt secured by a first or sec-
ond home and for property taxes should not 
be further restricted; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania (for himself, Mr. BRADY of 
Pennsylvania, and Mr. EVANS): 

H. Res. 485. A resolution commemorating 
the 40th anniversary of the ALS Association 
Greater Philadelphia Chapter; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself, Mr. 
WEBER of Texas, Mr. ROHRABACHER, 
Ms. JUDY CHU of California, and Mr. 
SESSIONS): 

H. Res. 486. A resolution calling on the 
Government of Iraq to compensate the 
former residents of Camp Ashraf for their as-
sets seized by groups affiliated with the Gov-
ernment of Iraq; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

By Mr. POE of Texas: 
H. Res. 487. A resolution urging all Univer-

sities to designate and maintain a sexual as-
sault coordinator on staff who can be 
accessed by student victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking on campus and in the surrounding 
community; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself and Ms. 
JAYAPAL): 

H. Res. 488. A resolution of inquiry request-
ing the President and directing the Attorney 
General to transmit, respectively, certain 
documents to the House of Representatives 
relating to the removal of former Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Director James 
Comey; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WALDEN (for himself, Mr. 
RYAN of Wisconsin, Ms. PELOSI, Mr. 
MCCARTHY, Mr. HOYER, Mr. PALLONE, 
Mr. BURGESS, Mr. GENE GREEN of 
Texas, Mr. BRADY of Texas, Mr. NEAL, 
Mr. TIBERI, and Mr. LEVIN): 

H. Res. 489. A resolution honoring Edward 
G. Grossman for his distinguished public 
service and professional assistance to the 
House of Representatives; to the Committee 
on House Administration. 

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Mr. 
ELLISON, and Ms. LEE): 

H. Res. 490. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Diaper Need 
Awareness Week‘‘; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

By Mr. DUFFY (for himself, Mr. 
GROTHMAN, and Mr. PERLMUTTER): 

H. Res. 491. A resolution a resolution af-
firming and recognizing the Khmer, Laotian, 
Hmong, and the other ethnic groups com-
monly referred to as Montagnards of Cam-
bodia and Laos who supported and defended 
of the United States Armed Forces and free-
dom in Southeast Asia; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. AL GREEN of Texas (for him-
self, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. BASS, Mr. 
GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. BISHOP of 
Georgia, Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, 
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. CLAY, 
Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. CLYBURN, Ms. WIL-
SON of Florida, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. EVANS, Ms. 
FUDGE, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. LAWSON of 
Florida, Ms. LEE, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, 
Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. 
MCEACHIN, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. SOTO, 
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Mr. CORREA, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN 
GRISHAM of New Mexico, Mr. GON-
ZALEZ of Texas, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, and Mr. CASTRO of Texas): 

H. Res. 492. A resolution expressing con-
cern for the separation of José Escobar from 
his wife and children as a result of his depor-
tation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI (for him-
self and Mr. HULTGREN): 

H. Res. 493. A resolution recognizing the 
dangers of distracted driving; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H. Res. 494. A resolution expressing support 

for the designation of August 22, 2017, as na-
tional ‘‘Chuck Brown Day’’ and honoring his 
contributions to music and to the District of 
Columbia; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

By Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia (for 
himself, Ms. ESHOO, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 
EVANS, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, 
Ms. NORTON, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Ms. KAP-
TUR, Mr. COHEN, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-
gia, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN, Ms. FUDGE, and Ms. 
SPEIER): 

H. Res. 495. A resolution recognizing the 
seriousness of Polycystic Ovary Syndrome 
(PCOS) and expressing support for the des-
ignation of the month of September 2017 as 
‘‘PCOS Awareness Month’’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois: 
H.R. 3525. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I of the Constitution and its subse-

quent amendments and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

By Mr. ROTHFUS: 
H.R. 3526. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the 

Constitution of the United States 
By Mr. BROWN of Maryland: 

H.R. 3527. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1, Sec. 8, 

Cl. 18) 
By Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts: 

H.R. 3528. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 

By Mr. BRAT: 
H.R. 3529. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
‘‘Article, I, Section 8, Clause 1 (The Con-

gress shall have Power To lay and collect 
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay 
the Debts and provide for the common 

Defence and general Welfare of the United 
States) of the United States Constitution.’’ 

By Mr. COMER: 
H.R. 3530. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: To regulate 

Commerce with foreign Nations, and among 
the several States, and with the Indian 
Tribes 

By Mr. GOSAR: 
H.R. 3531. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 (Spending 

Clause): ‘‘The Congress shall have the power 
to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and 
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the 
common defense. . .’’ The United States 
has incurred legal liability for which it has 
waived its sovereign immunity for illnesses 
and deaths associated with its Nuclear Weap-
ons testing programs during the 1950s and 
1960s. This bill is grounded in scientific prin-
ciples, represents an intent to apologize and 
offer compassionate compensation to an ex-
panded list of individuals who were not in-
cluded in the 1990 Act but who, nonetheless, 
deserve restitution. 

By Mr. EVANS: 
H.R. 3532. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
General Welfare Clause at Article 1, Sec-

tion 8, Clause 1 and the Necessary and Proper 
clause, Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18. 

By Mr. CARBAJAL: 
H.R. 3533. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 

By Ms. DELBENE: 
H.R. 3534. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. LAMALFA: 

H.R. 3535. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article One, Section 8 of the Constitution 

of the United States grants Congress the au-
thority to regulate relations with Indian 
tribes. 

By Mr. DEFAZIO: 
H.R. 3536. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 (relating to 

the power to make all laws necessary and 
proper for carrying out the powers vested in 
Congress) 

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina: 
H.R. 3537. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution and 

Article I, Section 4 of the Constitution, 
which give Congress the power to make laws 
governing the time, place, and manner of 
Federal elections. 

By Mr. RUSH: 
H.R. 3538. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1: ‘‘The Con-

gress shall have Power To . . . provide for 
the . . . general welfare of the United States 
. . .’’; 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: The Congress 
shall have Power ‘‘To . . . regulate Com-
merce . . . among the several States . . .’’; 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power ‘‘To . . . make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers . . .’’; 

Amendment V: ‘‘No person . . . shall be be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law; nor shall private property 
be taken for public use without just com-
pensation.’’; and 

Amendment XIV, Section 1: ‘‘No state 
shall . . . deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law’’. 

By Mr. RUSH: 
H.R. 3539. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1: The Congress 

shall have Power ‘‘To . . . provide for the 
. . . general Welfare of the United States 
. . .’’; 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: The Congress 
shall have Power ‘‘To . . . regulate Com-
merce . . . among the several States . . .’’; 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power ‘‘To . . . make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers . . .’’; and 

Amendment IV: ‘‘The right of the people to 
be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated, and no 
Warrants shall issue, but upon probable 
cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be 
seized.’’ 

By Mr. RUSH: 
H.R. 3540. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8 of the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. POE of Texas: 
H.R. 3541. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution which states that Congress has 
the power ‘‘to make all laws which shall be 
necessary and proper for carrying into Exe-
cution the foregoing Powers, and all other 
Powers vested by this Constitution in the 
Government of the United States, or in any 
Department or Officer thereof. 

By Mr. WILSON of South Carolina: 
H.R. 3542. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, of the Constitution of 

the United States of America 
By Mr. STEWART: 

H.R. 3543. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. LYNCH: 
H.R. 3544. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 section 8 Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania: 

H.R. 3545. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article 1, Section 
8, Clause 1 of the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia: 
H.R. 3546. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mr. ISSA: 

H.R. 3547. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 13 of Article 1, section 8 of the Con-

stitution of the United States, ‘‘To make all 
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laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution the foregoing pow-
ers, and all other powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof.’’ 

By Mr. MCCAUL: 
H.R. 3548. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8, clause 1; and Article I, 

section 8, clause 18 of the Constitution of the 
United States 

By Mr. PAULSEN: 
H.R. 3549. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mr. LARSEN of Washington: 

H.R. 3550. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 1 ‘‘all legislative powers 

herein granted shall be vested in a Congress 
of the United States, which shall consist of a 
Senate and House of Representatives.’’ 

By Ms. MCSALLY: 
H.R. 3551. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8, clause 1; and Article I, 

section 8, clause 18 of the Constitution of the 
United States 

By Mr. CLEAVER: 
H.R. 3552. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 1. 

By Mr. MARINO: 
H.R. 3553. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 4 in that the 

legislation exercises legislative powers 
granted to Congress by that clause ‘‘To es-
tablish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, 
and uniform Laws on the subject of Bank-
ruptcies throughout the United States.’’ 

Article III, Section 1, Clause 1 in that the 
legislation exercises legislative powers 
granted to Congress by that clause ‘‘The ju-
dicial Power of the United States shall be 
vested in one supreme Court, and in such in-
ferior Courts as Congress may from time to 
time ordain and establish. The Judges, both 
of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall 
hold their Offices during good Behavior, and 
shall, at stated Times, receive for their Serv-
ices, a Compensation, which shall not be di-
minished during their Continuance in Of-
fice.’’ 

By Ms. BONAMICI: 
H.R. 3554. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution 

By Mr. LOUDERMILK: 
H.R. 3555. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution. 

By Mr. ROYCE of California: 
H.R. 3556. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8, clause 1 (relating to 

the general welfare of the United States); 
By Mr. WALDEN: 

H.R. 3557. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII, Clauses 12 & 13 

By Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana: 
H.R. 3558. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Ms. ADAMS: 
H.R. 3559. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause I of the Con-

stitution. 
The Congress shall have the Power To lay 

and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and Ex-
cises, to pay the Debts and provide for the 
common Defence and general Welfare of the 
United States; but all Duties, Imposts and 
Excises shall be uniform throughout the 
United States. 

By Mr. AGUILAR: 
H.R. 3560. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution 
By Mr. ARRINGTON: 

H.R. 3561. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. ARRINGTON: 

H.R. 3562. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Ms. BARRAGÁN: 

H.R. 3563. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Sec. 1 and 8 

By Mr. BEYER: 
H.R. 3564. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 

By Mrs. BLACK: 
H.R. 3565. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
(a) Article I, section 1, to exercise all legis-

lative powers vested in Congress as granted 
by the Constitution; 

(b) Article I, section 8, clause 18, which 
gives Congress the authority ‘‘To make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof’’; 

(c) Article IV, section 3, clause 2, stating 
that, ‘‘The Congress shall have Power to dis-
pose of and make all needful Rules and Regu-
lations respecting the Territory or other 
Property belonging to the United States’’; 
and 

(d) Article I, section 8, clause 17, providing 
that, ‘‘The Congress shall have Power To . . . 
exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases 
whatsoever, over such District (not exceed-
ing ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of 
particular States, and the Acceptance of 
Congress, become the Seat of the Govern-
ment of the United States.’’ 

By Mrs. BUSTOS: 
H.R. 3566. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clause 18 of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

By Mr. CALVERT: 
H.R. 3567. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, seection 8 of the United States 

Constitution, specifically clause 18 
(relationg to the power to make all laws nec-
essary and proper for carrying out the pow-
ers vested in Congress) 

By Mr. CAPUANO: 
H.R. 3568. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1; and Article I, 
Section 8, Clause 3 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. CAPUANO: 
H.R. 3569. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Article I, Section 8, Clause I; and Article I, 
Section 8, Clause 3 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia: 
H.R. 3570. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 which grants 

to the Congress power to make all laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into execution the foregoing powers, 
and all other powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the government of the United States, 
or in any department or officer thereof. 

By Ms. CASTOR of Florida: 
H.R. 3571. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
By Mr. CICILLINE: 

H.R. 3572. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Mr. CICILLINE: 

H.R. 3573. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts: 

H.R. 3574. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 , United States Con-

stitution 
By Mr. COHEN: 

H.R. 3575. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. COLLINS of New York: 
H.R. 3576. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. COSTA: 

H.R. 3577. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 18, which allows 

Congress to make all laws which shall be 
necessary and proper for carrying into execu-
tion any of Congress’s enumerated powers, 
including Congress’s powers over 
appropiations, or just simply Article I, Sec-
tion 8. 

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois: 
H.R. 3578. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States 

By Ms. DELAURO: 
H.R. 3579. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 9, Clause 7 and Article I, 

Section 8, Clause 1 
By Mr. DESAULNIER: 

H.R. 3580. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 

By Mr. DESAULNIER: 
H.R. 3581. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 

By Mrs. DINGELL: 
H.R. 3582. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

By Mr. ELLISON: 
H.R. 3583. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1. 

By Mr. ESPAILLAT: 
H.R. 3584. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article One of the United States Constitu-

tion, section 8, clause 18: 
The Congress shall have Power—To make 

all Laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into Execution the foregoing 
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof 

or 
Article One of the United States Constitu-

tion, Section 8, Clause 3: 
The Congress shall have Power—To regu-

late Commerce with foreign Nations, and 
among the several States, and with the In-
dian tribes; 

By Mr. FARENTHOLD: 
H.R. 3585. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The 4th Amendment to the Constitution 

and Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S. 
Constitution 

By Mr. FERGUSON: 
H.R. 3586. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, to make all laws which 

shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into execution the foregoing powers, and all 
other powers vested by this Constitution in 
the government of the United States, or in 
any Department of Officer thereof. 

By Mr. GOMEZ: 
H.R. 3587. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clause 3 of the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana: 
H.R. 3588. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the Con-

stitution of the United States of America 
By Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: 

H.R. 3589. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 gives Congress the 

power to lay and collect taxes, duties, im-
posts and excises, and to pay the debts levied 
by such expenses. 

By Mr. GRIJALVA: 
H.R. 3590. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Const. art. I, §§ 1 and 8. 

By Mr. GUTIÉRREZ: 
H.R. 3591. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 4 of the U.S. 
Constitution 

By Ms. JAYAPAL: 
H.R. 3592. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana: 
H.R. 3593. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, clause 1 
Article 4, Section 3, clause 2 

By Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas: 
H.R. 3594. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of section 8 of article I of the Con-

stitution to ‘‘provide for the common defense 
and general welfare of the United States.’’ 

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 3595. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Article I Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 3596. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Article I Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. KILMER: 
H.R. 3597. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. KIND: 

H.R. 3598. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. KING of Iowa: 
H.R. 3599. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to Congress’ 

powers to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations, and among the several states, and 
with the Indian Tribes under Article 1, Sec-
tion 8, Clause 3 of the United States Con-
stitution 

By Mr. KING of Iowa: 
H.R. 3600. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to Amend-

ment XIV, Section 2, of the United States 
Constitution. 

By Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee: 
H.R. 3601. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional Authority on with this 

bill rests is the explicit power of Congress to 
regulate in commerce in, and among the 
states, as enumerated in Article 1, Section 8, 
Clause 3, the Commerce Clause of the United 
States Constitution. In addition this legisla-
tion rests on the power of Congress to make 
all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
as enumerated in Article 1, Section 8, Clause 
18. 

By Ms. LEE: 
H.R. 3602. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-

quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
H.R. 3603. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. LOEBSACK: 
H.R. 3604. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8, clause I of the Con-

stitution which grants Congress the power to 
provide for the general welfare of the United 
States. 

By Mr. MACARTHUR: 
H.R. 3605. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 

New York: 
H.R. 3606. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3. 

By Mr. MCCLINTOCK: 
H.R. 3607. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 9, Clause 7 of the United 

States Constitution, ‘‘The Appropriations 
Clause,’’ which confers on Congress the 
power to control or to limit spending by the 
federal government. 

By Mr. MCCLINTOCK: 
H.R. 3608. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 of the 

United States Constitution, ‘‘The Property 
Clause,’’ which confers on Congress the 
power to make all needful Rules and Regula-
tions respecting the property belonging to 
the United States. 

By Mrs. MURPHY of Florida: 
H.R. 3609. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, which provides Con-

gress with the power to regulate commerce 
among the several states, the power to pro-
mote the progress of science and the useful 
arts, and the power to make all laws nec-
essary and proper for carrying out the fore-
going powers 

By Mrs. NOEM: 
H.R. 3610. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
What Is Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. PAULSEN: 
H.R. 3611. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 Congress shall have the 

power to lay and collect taxes, duties, im-
posts and excises, to pay the debts and pro-
vide for the common defense and general 
welfare of the United States. 

By Mr. PAYNE: 
H.R. 3612. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 Clause 3—Congress has 

the ability to regulate Commerce with for-
eign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes. 

By Mr. PAYNE: 
H.R. 3613. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 Clause 3 -Congress has 

the ability to regulate Commerce with for-
eign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes. 
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By Mr. POLIQUIN: 

H.R. 3614. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 grants Congress the 

power to ‘‘regulate Commerce with foreign 
Nations, and among the several States’’ 

By Mr. POSEY: 
H.R. 3615. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the Con-

stitution of the United States: 
The Congress shall have Power to regulate 

Commerce with foreign Nations, and among 
the several States, and with the Indian 
Tribes. 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-
stitution of the United States 

The Congress shall have Power to make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the forgoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States 
or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

By Mr. RICHMOND: 
H.R. 3616. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the 

Rules of the House of Representatives, the 
following statement is submitted regarding 
the specific powers granted to Congress in 
the Constitution to enact the accompanying 
bill. 

This bill is introduced pursuant to the 
powers granted to Congress under the Gen-
eral Welfare Clause (Art. I Sec. 8 Cl. 1), the 
Commerce Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 8 Cl. 3), and 
the Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 
8 Cl. 18). 

Further, this statement of constitutional 
authority is made for the sole purpose of 
compliance with clause 7 of Rule XII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives and 
shall have no bearing on judicial review of 
the accompanying bill. 

By Mr. RICHMOND: 
H.R. 3617. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the 

Rnles of the House of Representatives, the 
following statement is submitted regarding 
the specific powers granted to Congress in 
the Constitution to enact the accompanying 
bill. 

This bill is introduced pursuant to the 
powers granted to Congress under the Gen-
eral Welfare Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 8 Cl. 1 ), the 
Commerce Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 8 Cl. 3), and 
the Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 
8 Cl. 18). 

Further, this statement of constitutional 
authority is made for the sole purpose of 
compliance with clause 7 of Rule XII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives and 
shall have no bearing on judicial review of 
the accompanying bill. 

By Mr. RICHMOND: 
H.R. 3618. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the 

Rules of the House of Representatives, the 
following statement is submitted regarding 
the specific powers granted to Congress in 
the Constitution to enact the accompanying 
bill. 

This bill is introduced pursuant to the 
powers granted to Congress under the Gen-
eral Welfare Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 8 Cl. 1), the 
Commerce Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 8 Cl. 3), and 
the Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 
8 Cl. 18). 

Further, this statement of constitutional 
authority is made for the sole purpose of 
compliance with clause 7 of Rule XII of the 

Rules of the House of Representatives and 
shall have no bearing on judicial review of 
the accompanying bill. 

By Mr. RUIZ: 
H.R. 3619. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution 
By Mr. RUIZ: 

H.R. 3620. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the 

United States Constitution, to provide for 
the general welfare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of 
Congress. 

By Mr. RUSSELL: 
H.R. 3621. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3—To regulate 

Commerce with Forein Nations, and among 
the several States, and with the Indian 
Tribes; 

By Ms. SEWELL of Alabama: 
H.R. 3622. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 Clause 3—Congress has 

the ability to regulate Commerce with for-
eign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes 

By Ms. SEWELL of Alabama: 
H.R. 3623. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 Clause 3—Congress has 

the ability to regulate Commerce with for-
eign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington: 
H.R. 3624. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV Section 3. ‘‘The Congress shall 

have Power to dispose of and make all need-
ful Rules and Regulations respecting the 
Territory or other Property belonging to the 
United States . . .’’ 

By Mr. STIVERS: 
H.R. 3625. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion: Congres shall have the power to make 
all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into Execution the foregoing 
Powers, and all other Powers vested by the 
Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: 
H.R. 3626. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H.R. 3627. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 

H.R. 3628. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 

H.R. 3629. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 

H.R. 3630. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H.R. 3631. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
By Mr. YODER: 

H.R. 3632. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8: 
The Congress shall have Power To lay and 

collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, 
to pay the Debts and provide for the common 
Defense and general Welfare of the United 
States. 

By Mr. MCEACHIN: 
H.J. Res. 116. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article V, U.S. Constitution 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 12: Mr. PERLMUTTER and Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 19: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 25: Mr. MARCHANT. 
H.R. 33: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 113: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 125: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 173: Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 252: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 285: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 365: Mr. PETERSON. 
H.R. 370: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 449: Mr. RUIZ. 
H.R. 490: Mr. TURNER. 
H.R. 532: Mr. CONNOLLY. 
H.R. 545: Mr. CHABOT and Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 631: Mr. WALDEN. 
H.R. 632: Mr. GALLEGO and Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 676: Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 719: Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr. 

DUNN, and Mr. BYRNE. 
H.R. 721: Mr. OLSON. 
H.R. 741: Mr. KIND. 
H.R. 747: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-

sylvania and Mr. RATCLIFFE. 
H.R. 754: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Mr. 

ADERHOLT, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. TITUS, Mr. 
GIBBS, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. PRICE of North 
Carolina, Mr. ALLEN, and Mr. NEWHOUSE. 

H.R. 770: Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 792: Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia and 

Mr. WALBERG. 
H.R. 820: Ms. STEFANIK, Ms. FUDGE, and Mr. 

JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 823: Ms. SPEIER. 
H.R. 825: Mr. DENHAM. 
H.R. 828: Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. 
H.R. 849: Mr. REICHERT. 
H.R. 850: Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. FRANCIS ROO-

NEY of Florida, and Mr. SAM JOHNSON of 
Texas. 

H.R. 908: Mr. SENSENBRENNER and Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 915: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 930: Mr. CRAMER, Mr. GARRETT, and 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 970: Mr. SERRANO. 
H.R. 972: Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 1022: Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 1057: Mr. WESTERMAN. 
H.R. 1098: Mr. SIRES and Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 1099: Mr. PERLMUTTER. 
H.R. 1136: Ms. FOXX and Mr. OLSON. 
H.R. 1158: Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Ms. KAPTUR, 

and Mrs. NOEM. 
H.R. 1164: Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mrs. COMSTOCK, 

and Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. 
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H.R. 1196: Mr. OLSON. 
H.R. 1223: Mr. LONG. 
H.R. 1267: Mr. RUSH. 
H.R. 1273: Mr. GIANFORTE. 
H.R. 1274: Mr. GIANFORTE. 
H.R. 1281: Mr. MACARTHUR. 
H.R. 1317: Mr. RATCLIFFE. 
H.R. 1358: Mr. KIHUEN. 
H.R. 1399: Mr. PERLMUTTER. 
H.R. 1406: Ms. MENG and Mr. AGUILAR. 
H.R. 1437: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 1450: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 1456: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 1481: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 1494: Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 

Rico, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. 
LANCE, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. PRICE of North 
Carolina, and Ms. HANABUSA. 

H.R. 1515: Mr. CONNOLLY. 
H.R. 1516: Mr. CROWLEY. 
H.R. 1566: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 1615: Ms. MENG and Mrs. TORRES. 
H.R. 1649: Mr. VEASEY. 
H.R. 1661: Ms. JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 1697: Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. BRENDAN F. 

BOYLE of Pennsylvania, and Mr. PALAZZO. 
H.R. 1730: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 1731: Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. MICHAEL F. 

DOYLE of Pennsylvania, and Ms. SEWELL of 
Alabama. 

H.R. 1741: Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. 
H.R. 1796: Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 1818: Ms. JAYAPAL, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, 

Mr. SCHNEIDER, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. POLIS, 
Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. MCGOVERN, and Ms. MENG. 

H.R. 1821: Mr. CULBERSON. 
H.R. 1828: Ms. SHEA-PORTER. 
H.R. 1861: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-

sylvania, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Ms. JUDY CHU of 
California, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. 
COURTNEY, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. DEFAZIO, Ms. 
DELBENE, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 
ENGEL, Ms. ESTY of Connecticut, Mr. FOS-
TER, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. HAS-
TINGS, Mr. HOYER, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, 
Mr. KILDEE, Ms. LEE, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, 
Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
NOLAN, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. PRICE of North 
Carolina, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. THOMPSON of 
Mississippi, and Mr. WALZ. 

H.R. 1865: Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Flor-
ida, Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. SMITH of 
Missouri, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. MACARTHUR, Mr. 
PITTENGER, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. YOUNG of 
Iowa, Mr. WALKER, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. HAR-
RIS, Mr. MESSER, Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr. 
BRAT, Mr. POLIQUIN, Mr. VALADAO, Mrs. MIMI 
WALTERS of California, Mr. GIBBS, Ms. HER-
RERA BEUTLER, Mr. LONG, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, 
Mr. PAYNE, Ms. BASS, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. HANABUSA, Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Ms. DELAURO, 
Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mex-
ico, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. RICHMOND, Mrs. LOVE, 
Mr. CLAY, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. BROWN of Mary-
land, Ms. PLASKETT, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. THOMP-
SON of Mississippi, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. BOST, 
Ms. TENNEY, Mr. HUDSON, Mrs. HANDEL, Mr. 
CUELLAR, Mr. COLE, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mrs. 
NOEM, Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana, Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN, Mr. ROSS, Mr. KELLY of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. DONOVAN, Ms. KUSTER of New 
Hampshire, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Mr. PALMER, Mr. DAVIDSON, 
Ms. FOXX, Mrs. BLACK, Mr. CONNOLLY, and 
Mr. FASO. 

H.R. 1876: Mr. LANCE. 
H.R. 1880: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 1897: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. 
H.R. 1931: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 1932: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois 

and Mr. VISCLOSKY. 
H.R. 1949: Mr. POE of Texas. 
H.R. 1953: Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 1997: Mr. CONNOLLY. 
H.R. 2013: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 2015: Ms. SHEA-PORTER and Ms. 

SPEIER. 

H.R. 2029: Mr. BISHOP of Michigan and Mr. 
WOMACK. 

H.R. 2091: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. 
CARTWRIGHT, and Mr. COLLINS of New York. 

H.R. 2106: Mr. KENNEDY 
H.R. 2123: Mr. WALDEN. 
H.R. 2150: Miss RICE of New York and Mr. 

BURGESS. 
H.R. 2215: Ms. LOFGREN and Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 2240: Ms. ROSEN. 
H.R. 2241: Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. 
H.R. 2285: Mr. CHABOT, Ms. CLARKE of New 

York, and Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 2295: Ms. DELAURO. 
H.R. 2301: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 2315: Mr. SWALWELL of California and 

Ms. ROSEN. 
H.R. 2319: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 2327: Mr. MACARTHUR, Mr. CARBAJAL, 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. 
GUTHRIE, and Mr. BUCHANAN. 

H.R. 2340: Mr. ADERHOLT. 
H.R. 2360: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 2416: Ms. ESHOO and Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 2417: Ms. TITUS, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. 

BERA, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, and Mr. GARAMENDI. 
H.R. 2431: Mr. MCCAUL. 
H.R. 2440: Ms. SHEA-PORTER. 
H.R. 2475: Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 2477: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 2478: Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 2486: Mr. RYAN of Ohio. 
H.R. 2519: Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. SHUSTER, Mr. 

ADERHOLT, Mr. HOLDING, Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. 
CONAWAY, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. OLSON, 
Mr. NUNES, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr. UPTON, 
Mr. BURGESS, Mr. PERRY, Mr. GARAMENDI, 
Mrs. TORRES, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. REICHERT, Ms. SEWELL of Ala-
bama, Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. 
BABIN, Mr. ESTES of Kansas, Mr. DESANTIS, 
Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, 
Mr. GIBBS, Mr. RUSSELL, and Mr. KELLY of 
Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 2557: Mrs. WALORSKI. 
H.R. 2590: Ms. ROSEN. 
H.R. 2640: Mr. CARSON of Indiana and Ms. 

FUDGE. 
H.R. 2641: Mr. KIND and Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 2651: Mr. KING of New York. 
H.R. 2663: Ms. SHEA-PORTER and Mr. KIND. 
H.R. 2687: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 2723: Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. RUSSELL, 

Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr. 
DUNN, and Mr. BURGESS. 

H.R. 2740: Mr. HURD, Mr. ROGERS of Ken-
tucky, Mr. SESSIONS, Ms. FRANKEL of Flor-
ida, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. 
CONNOLLY, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. 
GRIFFITH, Ms. JUDY CHU of California, and 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. 

H.R. 2777: Mr. BROWN of Maryland. 
H.R. 2797: Ms. SHEA-PORTER. 
H.R. 2832: Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana and 

Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 2838: Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 2840: Ms. JAYAPAL, Mrs. TORRES, Mr. 

NADLER, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, and 
Mr. PAYNE. 

H.R. 2851: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania 
and Mr. NEAL. 

H.R. 2856: Mr. SOTO and Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 2862: Mr. CULBERSON. 
H.R. 2864: Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 2890: Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. 

POCAN, Mr. GALLAGHER, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. 
PERLMUTTER, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, 
and Mr. LAHOOD. 

H.R. 2901: Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. BISHOP of 
Georgia, Mr. ROSKAM, and Mr. CORREA. 

H.R. 2906: Ms. JENKINS of Kansas and Mr. 
KIND. 

H.R. 2918: Mr. FORTENBERRY. 
H.R. 2925: Mr. LOBIONDO. 
H.R. 2929: Mr. KILMER and Mrs. COMSTOCK. 
H.R. 2948: Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MOORE, and Ms. 

MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico. 

H.R. 2957: Mr. KIND. 
H.R. 2958: Ms. NORTON and Mr. THOMPSON of 

California. 
H.R. 2972: Ms. JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 2973: Mr. CORREA, Mr. KATKO, and Ms. 

JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 2996: Mr. BUDD, Mr. BIGGS, Mr. 

LOUDERMILK, and Mr. CULBERSON. 
H.R. 3006: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 3034: Mr. CRAWFORD. 
H.R. 3035: Mr. PASCRELL. 
H.R. 3040: Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, 

Ms. PINGREE, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, and Ms. 
Velázquez. 

H.R. 3053: Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. 
HULTGREN, Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr. CALVERT, 
Mr. KATKO, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. PERRY, Mr. PAUL-
SEN, and Mr. MACARTHUR. 

H.R. 3055: Mr. GOHMERT and Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 3056: Mr. GOHMERT and Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 3059: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 3082: Ms. JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 3091: Mr. COOPER. 
H.R. 3111: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 3139: Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 3174: Mr. PERLMUTTER and Mrs. MUR-

PHY of Florida. 
H.R. 3186: Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. KILMER, Mr. 

CONNOLLY, Mr. POCAN, Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, Mr. SCHNEIDER, and Mr. PERL-
MUTTER. 

H.R. 3197: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, 
Mrs. COMSTOCK, Ms. TENNEY, Ms. JUDY CHU of 
California, Ms. MCSALLY, and Mr. MICHAEL 
F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 3222: Mr. CRIST, Mr. KIND, and Ms. 
BROWNLEY of California. 

H.R. 3223: Mr. BIGGS. 
H.R. 3236: Mr. PALAZZO and Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 3248: Mr. PERLMUTTER. 
H.R. 3258: Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. PRICE of 

North Carolina, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. KILMER, 
Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Mrs. BEATTY, 
Mr. MEEKS, Mr. HECK, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, 
Mr. BEYER, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. 
DEGETTE, and Mr. VEASEY. 

H.R. 3271: Mr. BILIRAKIS and Mr. RODNEY 
DAVIS of Illinois. 

H.R. 3272: Mr. CURBELO of Florida. 
H.R. 3274: Mr. POLIQUIN, Mrs. BROOKS of In-

diana, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. HURD, Mr. GUTHRIE, 
Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, Mrs. BEATTY, 
Mr. GARRETT, Mr. WOMACK, Mr. CORREA, Mr. 
FORTENBERRY, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. CULBERSON, 
Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mr. STEWART, Mr. FITZPATRICK, 
Mr. OLSON, and Mr. ESTES of Kansas. 

H.R. 3275: Ms. MATSUI, Mr. HUFFMAN, and 
Mr. GARAMENDI. 

H.R. 3282: Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Louisiana, Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. CONAWAY, 
Mr. BANKS of Indiana, and Mr. BOST. 

H.R. 3300: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 3304: Mr. CLAY, Ms. FUDGE, and Mr. 

RYAN of Ohio. 
H.R. 3310: Mr. RENACCI. 
H.R. 3311: Mr. CORREA and Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 3312: Mr. PETERS, Mr. LOUDERMILK, 

Mr. POSEY, Mr. MEADOWS, and Mr. VEASEY. 
H.R. 3314: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 3325: Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. BLUMENAUER, 

Ms. SINEMA, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, 
Mr. ROYCE of California, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, 
Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, 
and Mr. LUETKEMEYER. 

H.R. 3329: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. HUDSON, 
and Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. 

H.R. 3332: Mr. KHANNA and Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 3340: Mr. BLUMENAUER and Mr. LARSON 

of Connecticut. 
H.R. 3342: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 

KINZINGER, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. GARRETT, and 
Ms. ROSEN. 

H.R. 3343: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 3345: Mr. COSTA, Mr. TAKANO, and Mr. 

BROWN of Maryland. 
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H.R. 3346: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. BARRAGÁN, 

Ms. ADAMS, Mr. EVANS, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mr. SOTO, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, and Ms. TITUS. 

H.R. 3361: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 3394: Mr. LOEBSACK and Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 3395: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania and 

Mrs. WALORSKI. 
H.R. 3414: Mr. RUSH. 
H.R. 3415: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. 
H.R. 3421: Mr. RUSH. 
H.R. 3425: Mr. BURGESS. 
H.R. 3440: Ms. LOFGREN and Mr. COFFMAN. 
H.R. 3441: Mr. ESTES of Kansas, Mr. 

CRAMER, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. 
BRAT, Mr. YODER, Mr. MARSHALL, Mrs. COM-
STOCK, and Mr. MACARTHUR. 

H.R. 3443: Mr. HIGGINS of New York and Ms. 
FUDGE. 

H.R. 3452: Mr. SESSIONS and Mr. CULBER-
SON. 

H.R. 3462: Ms. NORTON. 

H.R. 3466: Ms. JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 3473: Mr. ELLISON. 
H.R. 3492: Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 3513: Mr. COLLINS of New York and Mr. 

HIGGINS of New York, 
H.R. 3516: Mr. ELLISON and Mr. CORREA. 
H.J. Res. 31: Mr. RUIZ. 
H.J. Res. 51: Mr. DESANTIS and Mr. DAVID 

SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.J. Res. 61: Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. 
H.J. Res. 88: Mr. TED LIEU of California. 
H.J. Res. 90: Mr. COHEN. 
H. Con. Res. 8: Mr. MARSHALL. 
H. Con. Res. 10: Mr. SHIMKUS. 
H. Con. Res. 20: Mrs. WAGNER. 
H. Con. Res. 27: Mr. RUSH, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 

Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. TONKO, and Mr. MCNER-
NEY. 

H. Con. Res. 63: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, 
Mr. SARBANES, Ms. DELBENE, and Mr. SOTO. 

H. Con. Res. 73: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. 
H. Res. 129: Mr. BYRNE, Mr. COSTA, Mr. 

MOOLENAAR, and Mr. GALLAGHER. 

H. Res. 318: Mr. EMMER. 
H. Res. 327: Ms. JUDY CHU of California. 
H. Res. 359: Ms. ROSEN. 
H. Res. 394: Mrs. LOWEY. 
H. Res. 401: Mr. EVANS and Mr. AGUILAR. 
H. Res. 436: Mr. EVANS, Mr. COHEN, and Ms. 

ESTY of Connecticut. 
H. Res. 443: Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H. Res. 455: Mr. GARRETT, Mrs. DINGELL, 

and Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 
H. Res. 457: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H. Res. 461: Mr. AGUILAR. 
H. Res. 466: Mr. SOTO, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 

CONYERS, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. LARSEN of 
Washington, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, and Mr. YAR-
MUTH. 

H. Res. 474: Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H. Res. 477: Mr. DUNN. 
H. Res. 479: Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, and Mr. 
THOMPSON of California. 
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