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RETIREMENT OF REVEREND 
PHARIS D. EVANS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I take this time to recog-
nize and honor Reverend Pharis D. Evans and 
to wish him well upon his retirement as Pastor 
of Clark Road Missionary Baptist Church in 
Gary, Indiana. For his 56 years of service and 
devotion to his congregation and to the com-
munity in Gary and beyond, Reverend Evans 
is to be highly commended. In his honor, two 
special worship services are being held at the 
church on Sunday, October 8, 2017 and Octo-
ber 15, 2017. In addition, a celebratory retire-
ment banquet will take place at the Gary Gen-
esis Convention Center on Friday, October 13, 
2017. 

Pharis Evans graduated from Haywood High 
School in Brownsville, Tennessee. As a young 
boy, his passion for theology grew from the 
church services he attended, and he knew 
early on that he was destined to be a preach-
er. He studied theology at Chicago Baptist In-
stitute and continued his studies at Calumet 
College of Saint Joseph in Whiting. It was on 
the first Sunday in April 1961, when Pharis D. 
Evans was first selected to lead Clark Road 
Missionary Baptist Church. For the past 55 
years, he has administered spiritual guidance 
to a congregation that presently serves more 
than 800 parishioners. Pastor Evans’s impact 
through his spiritual teaching has been im-
measurable, and those he has mentored can 
all attest to his generous nature. Throughout 
the years, he has been a tireless advocate for 
his church and the community. Since 1963, 
Pastor Evans has coordinated and maintained 
Radio Broadcast Outreach Ministry. From 
2009 to the present, he has also served as 
‘‘Spiritual Advisor’’ for the Baptist Ministers 
Conference of Gary and Vicinity, and in 2008, 
he was awarded the prestigious community 
service Drum Major Award by the Gary Fron-
tiers Service Club. Additionally, Pastor Evans 
has served as President and Vice President of 
the Progressive National Baptist Convention 
for the state of Indiana and been a chaplain 
for the Gary Police Department. A passionate 
and proven leader, Pastor Evans has provided 
counsel for many young ministers in search of 
guidance and direction. For his selfless devo-
tion to aiding those in need of spiritual guid-
ance, Pastor Evans is to be commended. 

Reverend Evans’s exceptional dedication to 
the church and to his community is exceeded 
only by his devotion to his wonderful family. 
He and his beloved late wife, Ann, raised five 
wonderful children (one deceased). Reverend 
Evans is also a devoted grandfather and 
great-grandfather. 

I am privileged to call Pastor Evans my 
friend. More importantly, Reverend Pharis D. 

Evans has been a friend to all, the epitome of 
what we consider a Man of God. He is a man 
of service who has led a life we should all 
seek to emulate. His vision, his work, and his 
spirit have provided all of us with a guide to 
an improved and gentler future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Pastor Evans on his retirement as Pas-
tor of Clark Road Missionary Baptist Church. 
His fifty-six years of complete dedication, lead-
ership, and selfless service to others is truly 
inspiring. I ask that you join me in congratu-
lating him and wishing him well upon his re-
tirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2ND ANNUAL 
NICK’S RIDE FOR HEAL 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 2nd annual Nick’s Ride for the Her-
oin Epidemic Action League (HEAL) of Ca-
yuga County. 

The Heroin Epidemic Action League is a 
local organization in Cayuga County whose 
mission is to promote awareness of the deadly 
dangers of heroin and drug addiction. In its 
second year, Nick’s Ride for HEAL honors the 
life of Nick Campagnola, who lost his struggle 
with heroin addiction in December 2015 at the 
young age of 20. 

The motorcycle ride and block party sup-
ports the important efforts of HEAL, including 
providing a meeting space for those struggling 
with addiction, funding Nick’s Underdog Schol-
arships, and supporting other organizations 
with complementary missions. 

I am proud to recognize the important ef-
forts of the Heroin Epidemic Action League of 
Cayuga County to combat the heroin and syn-
thetic drug epidemic that is plaguing Central 
New York and the rest of the country. By re-
membering Nick Campagnola with this out-
standing community event, it is my hope that 
we can one day put an end to this deadly epi-
demic. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BOWDEN 
CENTER DEDICATION 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the dedication of the Bowden Cen-
ter in Keller, Texas on Sunday, August 20, 
2017. This space was generously donated by 
Don Bowden and the late Linda Bowden, and 

now is operated by the Greater Keller Wom-
en’s Club Foundation. The Bowden Center is 
an event space that will allow local charities 
and schools to hold functions, as well as host 
weddings and other social gatherings. 

All profits from the Bowden Center will go to 
the Greater Keller Women’s Club Foundation, 
which will direct the funds back into the com-
munity through charities the club supports. 
Through the generosity of the Bowdens, the 
Greater Keller Women’s Club Foundation will 
have sustained opportunities to enrich the Kel-
ler community. 

This building and its dedication pay tribute 
to Linda Bowden, a very special leader in our 
Keller community, who passed away in May 
2017. This building honors her legacy, and fur-
thers her life work of giving back to others. 
From her years at the PTA to this year, she 
never stopped seeking out ways to help oth-
ers. The dedication of this space is a fitting 
tribute to thank Linda Bowden for her gen-
erosity, not just with the new Bowden Center, 
but all she did for the people in Keller, Texas. 
We are grateful to Don and Linda Bowden, 
and look forward to using this space to honor 
their spirit of generosity and further support 
the good work achieved by the Greater Keller 
Women’s Club Foundation. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. JOSEPH’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HON. WARREN DAVIDSON 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I recognize and celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church is the oldest 
Catholic parish in the city of Hamilton, Ohio 
and has served as a uniting force in the com-
munity since its founding. In the 1800s, Ohio 
was home to many German and British Catho-
lics who sought refuge in America after having 
fled religious persecution in Europe. Due to 
differences in their national origin and their 
language, English and German Catholics at-
tended separate services. At the time of its 
founding in 1867, the church was known as a 
‘‘German Catholic Church,’’ but through 
shared faith and the passing of time, these dif-
ferences faded. 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church continues to 
be a pillar of the community as a school, com-
munity center, and as a place of worship. 
Today, St. Joseph’s Catholic Church stands 
as a testament to the uniting power of faith in 
our communities both historically and in the 
present. I applaud St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church for its 150 years of service to Ham-
ilton, Ohio. 
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

FOR DR. VIDYA KORA 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with sin-
cere admiration that I recognize the Indian 
Medical Association of Northwest Indiana, 
which will host its 36th Annual Gala on Satur-
day, September 9, 2017, at the Halls of Saint 
George in Schererville, Indiana. The Indian 
Medical Association of Northwest Indiana has 
always been an outstanding asset to North-
west Indiana. Its members have dedicated 
themselves to providing quality medical serv-
ices to the residents of Northwest Indiana 
while focusing on compassion for others, im-
proving patient care, and lighting the way for 
change. 

At this year’s Annual Gala, the Indian Med-
ical Association will present the Lifetime 
Achievement Award to one of Northwest Indi-
ana’s finest citizens, and my good friend, Dr. 
Vidya Kora. For his outstanding contributions 
to his community, he is to be commended. 

As a young boy in India, Vidya Kora’s pas-
sion for his field emerged, leading him toward 
a lifetime of service in the medical community. 
It was after completing his studies at Gandhi 
Medical School in Hyderabad, India, in 1978, 
that Dr. Kora came to the United States. He 
completed his internship at Edgewater Hos-
pital and Medical Center in Chicago, followed 
by his residency in internal medicine at Chi-
cago’s Cook County Hospital. Dr. Kora was 
selected to serve as chief resident from Janu-
ary to July of 1986. Upon completion, he 
joined the team at the Marion VA Medical 
Center in Marion, Illinois, where he served our 
nation’s veterans. 

Dr. Kora’s remarkable résumé reflects not 
only his profession but also his devotion to 
public service. As a member of the Indiana 
Medical Association, he has served on its 
Commission on Legislation, as both Vice- 
Speaker and Speaker of its House of Dele-
gates, and as the President of the Indiana 
State Medical Association from 2006 to 2007. 
He is also a current delegate to the American 
Medical Association. A tireless advocate for 
the improvement of his community, Dr. Kora is 
also a board member for Unity Foundation of 
LaPorte County and chairs the Northern Indi-
ana Regional Board of the Franciscan Alli-
ance. He has further served the residents of 
Michigan City and LaPorte County in numer-
ous capacities. He has been a board member 
for the Michigan City Area Schools and served 
two terms as LaPorte County Coroner, while 
also completing two terms as LaPorte County 
Democratic Chairman. Dr. Kora has continued 
to seek an improved quality of life for his com-
munity while in his second term as LaPorte 
County Commissioner. As a public servant, 
Dr. Kora has always sought the betterment of 
our nation’s health care system, so it is no 
surprise that he is also very active in the 
American Medical Association and Board of 
Indiana Medicine’s political action committees. 

Dr. Kora’s passion for medicine and commit-
ment to the people he serves is exceeded 
only by his devotion to his wonderful family. 
Dr. Kora and his loving wife, Sudha, have one 
daughter, Shilpa, and one son, Rishi, both of 
whom are physicians specializing in internal 

medicine and have made their parents very 
proud as they follow in their father’s footsteps. 

Dr. Kora is committed to his family, to im-
proving the lives of the patients he treats, and 
serving selflessly to enhance the quality of life 
of all those who live in Northwest Indiana. His 
is a life we should all seek to emulate. It is an 
honor to call Dr. Vidya Kora my friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending the members of the Indian Medical 
Association of Northwest Indiana, as well as 
this year’s Lifetime Achievement Award recipi-
ent, Dr. Vidya Kora, for their outstanding con-
tributions to the medical field, as well as to 
their communities and beyond. Their unwaver-
ing commitment to improving the quality of life 
for the people of Northwest Indiana and 
throughout the United States is truly inspira-
tional, and I am proud to serve as their rep-
resentative in Washington, D.C. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SIRVART 
HOVNANIAN ON THE OCCASION 
OF THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
SAINT STEPANOS ARMENIAN AP-
OSTOLIC CHURCH 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to recognize Sirvart Hovnanian as she is 
honored by Saint Stepanos Armenian Apos-
tolic Church in Elberon, New Jersey with an 
award to be presented by His Eminence Arch-
bishop Khajag Barsamian. I would also like to 
join with the Saint Stepanos parish in com-
memorating the 30th anniversary of the church 
and marking the 60th anniversary of the for-
mation of the Armenian parish in Elberon. 

The Saint Mary Church parish in Elberon 
began 60 years ago, with 25 members wor-
shiping during summer services. As the Arme-
nian population in the area continued to grow, 
Kevork and Sirvart Hovnanian saw a need for 
a larger and rejuvenated place of worship. 
Born of the vision and philanthropic support of 
the Hovnanians, Saint Stepanos Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church stands on the site of the former 
Saint Mary Church. Saint Stepanos was con-
secrated on June 14, 1987 and the church hall 
was named ‘‘Kevork and Sirvart Hovnanian 
Hall’’ in honor of the benefactors. 

Sirvart Hovnanian is a beloved mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother and car-
ries on the philanthropic spirit she shared with 
her husband. Sirvart, along with her late hus-
band, has always recognized the meaning of 
generosity and has spent her life working to 
make a difference in the world. An esteemed 
member of the Armenian community and a 
passionate philanthropist, Sirvart has been a 
supporter and partner in the many charitable 
endeavors undertaken along with her late hus-
band, including the establishment of The Fund 
for Armenian Relief following the country’s 
1988 earthquake, the building of the Alton A. 
Hovnanian Emergency Care Center at River-
view Medical Center, and the donation of the 
K. Hovnanian Children’s Hospital at Jersey 
Shore University Medical Center, among many 
others. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in recognizing Saint 

Stepanos Armenian Apostolic Church, the Ar-
menian parish of Elberon and Sirvart 
Hovnanian for their continued support of the 
Armenian people and culture. I know that I join 
with all who know Sirvart in expressing my 
sincere gratitude for her warm and giving na-
ture and her immeasurable contributions to 
our community. 

f 

HONORING MS. DOROTHY SHIELDS 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and achievements of Ms. Doro-
thy Shields who was a tireless advocate for 
the community of Red Hook, Brooklyn. 

As a resident and community advocate, Ms. 
Shields played numerous roles in bettering the 
lives of Red Hook’s citizens. As Resident As-
sociation President of Red Hook Houses East 
for 37 years, she was a voice for tenants’ 
rights and many of the most vulnerable com-
munity members. As an advocate for commu-
nity development and job creation, Ms. Shields 
was instrumental in luring new businesses to 
Red Hook. 

Ms. Shields was also a dedicated public 
servant who spent time working for the New 
York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) as a 
community service aide and for the New York 
City Board of Education as a paraprofessional. 

The mother of six children, all of whom at-
tended school in Red Hook, Ms. Shields 
passed along values of public service to her 
children, who went on to work in city services 
including NYCHA and the New York City Po-
lice Department. We mourn her passing and 
cherish her legacy. 

f 

HONORING COACH ROBERT 
HUGHES’ NAISMITH MEMORIAL 
BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME IN-
DUCTION 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Robert Hughes, local Fort Worth 
legend, for helping to bridge the divide of the 
segregated basketball community in Texas 
and for his commitment to developing all-star 
athletes on and off the court. 

Robert Hughes was born May 15, 1928 as 
the youngest of five brothers. A phenomenal 
man who served our country during the Ko-
rean War, Coach Hughes is widely recognized 
for his successful basketball career. Hughes 
played college basketball at Texas Southern 
University. In 1955, he was drafted to the Bos-
ton Celtics, but instead played for the Harlem 
Magicians. During his time with the Harlem 
Magicians, Coach Hughes ruptured his Achil-
les tendon and began his legendary coaching 
career. 

From 1958 to 1973, Hughes coached the 
then-segregated Fort Worth I.M. Terrell High 
School basketball team, with an astonishing 
record of 378–84. The I.M. Terrell team played 
in the Prairie View Interscholastic League 
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(PVIL). Hughes won three PVIL champion-
ships and placed second during two more 
tournaments during his time at Terrell. When 
public schools desegregated in 1973, I.M. 
Terrell was closed and Hughes forged an im-
pressive career at Fort Worth Dunbar High 
School. 

Coach Hughes remained at Fort Worth Dun-
bar until he retired in 2005 with an astonishing 
overall career record of 1,333–264. He had 
the most wins in the entire nation until recently 
when Coach Leta Andrews surpassed his 
record. During his 47 seasons at Dunbar, 
Coach Hughes led his teams to victory while 
also transforming the lives of thousands of 
students. As a coach, he broke the racial di-
vide and bridged the gap between commu-
nities. For 50 years, the Southwest Con-
ference denied entry to African-American high 
school athletes. Coach Hughes navigated 
around the prejudiced policies and created re-
lationships with the Big Ten, Pacific 8 and 
Missouri Valley Conferences so that all of his 
players could be offered the same opportuni-
ties as their white counterparts. 

In February 2015, Coach Hughes’ career 
was commemorated in a feature-length docu-
mentary about his career called ‘‘Relentless’’. 
The film captured the accomplishments of 
Hughes and his impact on the Texas basket-
ball community. 

Today, we recognize Robert Hughes for his 
induction into the Naismith Memorial Basket-
ball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Massachu-
setts. Coach Hughes will join the more than 
three hundred inductees in the Naismith Me-
morial Basketball Hall of Fame and finally in-
ducted during the weekend of September 7, 
2017. 

I honor Coach Robert Hughes, a pillar of the 
Fort Worth and Texas athletic community. 

f 

IN HONOR OF RUTH HYMAN 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to recognize Ruth Hyman, who was re-
cently honored by Congregation Brothers of 
Israel in Long Branch, New Jersey for her 
contributions to the synagogue and the greater 
community. 

Throughout Ms. Hyman’s long and vibrant 
life, she has maintained her mission to serve 
the community. Her work and generosity have 
been recognized by many awards and tributes 
over the years and it is my honor to join with 
Congregation Brothers of Israel in lauding her 
achievements and philanthropy. 

The daughter of Ida and David Hyman who 
were founding members of Congregation 
Brothers of Israel, Ruth Hyman has a strong 
connection to the synagogue and remains an 
active member. Ms. Hyman’s commitment to 
the Jewish community extends beyond Con-
gregation Brothers of lsrael with her support of 
Hadassah, the Jewish Community Center, 
Jewish Family and Children’s Service and the 
Visiting Nurse Association Health Group’s Ju-
daic pastoral care hospice program, among 
many others. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope my colleagues 
will join me in thanking Ruth Hyman for her 
immeasurable contributions to the community. 
Ms. Hyman’s tireless efforts and dedication to 
philanthropy are truly deserving of this body’s 
recognition. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF MR. MARCUS W. 
MALCZEWSKI, SR. 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I take this time to recog-
nize Mr. Marcus W. Malczewski, Sr. and to 
wish him well upon his retirement from his po-
sition as Lake County Highway Super-
intendent. Mr. Malczewski’s fifty-five years of 
service to the people of Lake County are to be 
commended. In honor of Marcus’s lifetime of 
service, a surprise retirement celebration was 
held on Thursday, August 31, 2017, at Gamba 
Ristorante in Merrillville, Indiana. 

Marcus W. Malczewski was born in 1937 
and raised in Gary, Indiana. After graduating 
from high school, he worked in construction in 
Alaska, which had not yet obtained its state-
hood. Marc went on to attend Indiana Univer-
sity before beginning his career as a driver for 
the Lake County Highway Department in 
1962. Two years later, he transferred to the 
engineering department. In 1982, Marc was 
appointed assistant superintendent, a position 
he held until 1993, before being named super-
intendent of the Lake County Highway Depart-
ment. 

Throughout his remarkable fifty-five-year ca-
reer, Marc has been an outstanding leader 
and helped build an economy in Northwest In-
diana. Among his many accomplishments, 
Marc directed the repair and improvement of 
more than 1,000 miles of roads and over 100 
bridges. Throughout the years, Mr. Malczewski 
worked to ensure a safe work environment, 
providing a plethora of assistance for all high-
way employees. Given his concerns for em-
ployee safety and to maximize their efficiency, 
Marc developed and implemented a program 
designed to test the skills of drivers and oper-
ators. Also, he oversaw the installation of GPS 
systems in all department automobiles, trucks, 
and powered equipment. He continued to im-
plement new products and techniques for 
maintenance and construction and developed 
a positive relationship between the highway 
department and other county agencies. For his 
unwavering dedication to public service, 
Marcus Malczewski is worthy of the highest 
praise. 

Marc’s excellence in his field is exceeded 
only by his devotion to his amazing family. He 
and his beloved late wife, Marilyn, have three 
wonderful children, seven grandchildren, and 
three adoring great-grandchildren, with three 
more on the way. 

I am honored to call Marc Malczewski my 
friend. We should all be blessed with such 
wonderful friendships. More importantly, Marc 
has been a friend to all, a gentleman in the 
truest sense of that word, and the epitome of 
a public servant. His is a life we should all 
seek to emulate. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other col-
leagues to join me in honoring Marcus W. 
Malczewski, Sr. for his lifetime of leadership 
and service to the community. His fifty-five 
years of exceptional devotion and continuous 
efforts to improve the quality of life for the 
residents of Lake County is truly admirable. I 
ask that you join me in congratulating him and 
wishing him well upon his retirement. 

f 

IN HONOR OF KENDRA LEE 
MURRAY ADAMS 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Kendra Lee Murray Adams, 
who passed away on July 30, 2017 at the age 
of 39, following a brave battle with cancer. 
Originally from Pennsylvania, Kendra attended 
Gettysburg College, where she majored in po-
litical science. Upon graduation, her passion 
for politics brought her to Washington, D.C. 
and placed her on a bright and fulfilling career 
path. 

I am speaking today because I had the 
good fortune of being a stop along that path. 
Kendra served as my scheduler and office 
manager when I first came to Congress in 
2005. I’ve had many fine and dedicated staff 
members during my time in public service, and 
Kendra stands out among them. At a time 
when I was learning the protocols and proce-
dure of this great institution, this blonde bomb-
shell immersed herself in the details, and in 
many ways, was the heart of the operation. 
She embodied the essence of grace under 
fire, there was no need, demand, or logistical 
crisis that could ruffle her feathers. She would 
simply execute and make the whole process 
look effortless. 

That, in and of itself, was exemplary. But 
Kendra was integral to our office family be-
yond that. She was a den mother of sorts on 
one hand, and she was our comedic relief and 
levity on the other. She was the kind of person 
one comes to rely on not only professionally, 
but also to sooth the soul. She left my office 
to work for my friend and colleague, the leg-
endary Charlie Rangel, when he served as 
Chair of the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and I know he joins me in saluting the public 
service, and indeed the life, of Kendra Adams, 
who was taken from us, far too soon. 

Kendra was a privilege to know, a fantastic 
and dedicated worker with a terrific heart, 
whether serving with Horton’s kids or just 
helping a friend through a tough time. Whether 
you knew her for years or just met her, you 
got the best of her from minute one. 

In words written before her death, Kendra 
urged those she loved to not mourn but rather 
to ‘‘live life, go to the beach, go rock climbing, 
and skydiving. Do the things you want to do!’’ 
That exemplifies her spirit, her courage, and 
her life. 

My heart, prayers, and condolences go out 
to Kendra’s family, including her son, daugh-
ter, husband, father and sister, who were her 
pride and greatest joy. 
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HONORING SAMUEL HUGH 

MATTHEWS 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor long-time newspaper 
editor and community member, Samuel Hugh 
Matthews, who announced his retirement after 
more than 60 years of service. 

After serving in the United States Army, Mr. 
Matthews devoted himself to a career in the 
newspaper business. He started at the Tracy 
Press in 1957 and quickly became co-pub-
lisher in 1964, transitioning to editor in 1967. 
When it was sold to Golden State Publishing 
Co. in 2012, Sam remained on staff as a col-
umnist and reporter. His extensive commit-
ment to reporting in his community and his de-
vout integrity made him fundamental to the 
success of the Tracy Press. 

Throughout Sam’s years of accomplish-
ments and experiences, he has had the loving 
support of his wife, children, and grand-
children. In addition, Mr. Matthews has been 
recognized numerous times, both locally and 
statewide, for his service and philanthropy. 

During his career, Sam displayed an avid 
commitment to his community through various 
positions in local activities and newspaper or-
ganizations. His unwavering dedication to the 
community extends beyond his impressive 
news career and his work as a civic servant. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
commending Samuel Hugh Matthews for his 
many years of service, devotion, and out-
standing contributions to his community. We 
wish him continued success in his retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF NEW ORLEANS FIRE DEPART-
MENT OPERATOR GREGORY J. 
HOWARD, SR. 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of New Orleans 
Fire Department Operator Gregory ‘‘G’’ Jo-
seph Howard, Sr., a New Orleans, Louisiana 
native, who passed away on August 26, 2017 
at the age of 36. 

Mr. Howard was born on October 20, 1980 
in New Orleans, Louisiana. He was raised in 
the 7th Ward and graduated from Sarah T. 
Reed High School in 1999. He was a nine 
year veteran of the New Orleans Fire Depart-
ment. He spent most of his career with the fire 
department at the Engine 6 station on Old 
Gentilly Road, in the Desire neighborhood. 

Mr. Howard went to Memphis, Tennessee, 
with his colleagues, to compete in the Mem-
phis Finest Hoops Fest basketball tournament 
for first responders and law enforcement. 
While out with some of his colleagues after 
the first set of games, Mr. Howard was struck 
by a stray bullet and died instantly. 

Mr. Howard loved the city and the people of 
New Orleans. His legacy will forever be a part 
of the city and his dedication to community 
embodies the spirit of New Orleans. We can-

not match the sacrifices made by Mr. Howard, 
but surely we can try to match his sense of 
service. We cannot match his courage, but we 
can strive to match his devotion. 

Operator Gregory ‘‘G’’ Joseph Howard, Sr. 
survivors include his wife Dominique Howard, 
two sons: Gregory J. Howard, Jr. and Dillion 
J. Howard; his parents: June Howard and 
Gregory Newman, Sr., his sister Brittney How-
ard, a host of siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the life and legacy 
of Operator Gregory ‘‘G’’ Joseph Howard, Sr. 
a beloved husband, father, and son. 

f 

GRADUATE FEEDER SCHOLARS 
PROGRAM 

HON. AL LAWSON, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, many 
students have the aspiration to further their 
education with graduate school, but do not 
have the means to enroll. Florida A&M Univer-
sity provides qualified students with an oppor-
tunity to further their education through-the 
Graduate Feeder Scholars Program (GFSP). 

The success of the Graduate Feeder Schol-
ars Program has enabled Florida A&M Univer-
sity to lead the nation’s Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities (HBCUs) in the number 
of students who acquire post-graduate de-
grees. 

The program is celebrating 30 years of ex-
cellence at this year’s 2017 Graduate Feeder 
Scholars Conference, which will take place 
Wednesday, September 6 through Friday, 
September 8, on FAMU’s campus. I would like 
to commend everyone who has worked tire-
lessly and diligently in making sure our chil-
dren have the opportunity to pursue their 
dreams and advance their education. 

It is time to expand the Feeder Scholars 
program to more HBCU’s and I know Florida 
A&M is ready to assist in the process. 

I am proud to support this wonderful pro-
gram and acknowledge Florida A&M’s hard 
work over the years. Again, congratulations on 
30 successful years and to many more to 
come. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
MARKTOWN 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and admiration that I recognize 
the 100th anniversary of the historic neighbor-
hood of Marktown in East Chicago, Indiana. In 
honor of this special occasion, the Marktown 
Centennial Celebration was held at the 
Marktown Community Center Park on August 
19, 2017. Events included a remarkable ex-
hibit, ‘‘Marktown—The First 100 Years,’’ as 
well as a walking tour of this noteworthy com-
munity. 

In 1917, Marktown was constructed by Clay-
ton Mark and designed in the English Tudor 
Revival style by renowned architect Howard 

Van Doren Shaw. The neighborhood was built 
as a planned housing community for the peo-
ple who worked at Mark Manufacturing, one of 
the first mills along Indiana’s shoreline. 
Marktown is largely known for its distinctive 
design in which the cars are parked on the 
sidewalks and the streets are purposed for pe-
destrian walkways. While only part of the origi-
nal design was built, the community met the 
needs of the American workforce and their 
families in the Indiana Harbor. The concept of 
Marktown is truly innovative and a shining ex-
ample of American ingenuity in the early part 
of the 20th century. In 1975, the community 
was added to the National Register of Historic 
Places, capturing Marktown’s historical and 
cultural significance from the industrial growth 
period in the Calumet Region. The importance 
of the Marktown neighborhood contributes to 
the history and culture of Northwest Indiana 
and our nation. 

Today, the residents of Marktown, as well 
as the members of the Marktown Preservation 
Society and its president, Paul Myers, focus 
their efforts upon the preservation of the his-
toric homes in this community. The people 
who live in Marktown today are very proud 
and protective of their neighborhood. Many of 
the residents descend from generations of 
family members who grew up in Marktown, 
and they continue to fight for the restoration 
and preservation of this unique community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in honoring and 
congratulating the historic neighborhood of 
Marktown on the occasion of its 100th anni-
versary. The Marktown historic community is a 
significant piece of the region’s past and will 
always be remembered and admired. The 
commitment to preservation and the unwaver-
ing dedication of the Marktown residents and 
members of the Marktown Preservation Soci-
ety, and Paul Myers are truly admirable, and 
they are worthy of the highest praise. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO 
AMEND THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986 TO DESIGNATE THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AS AN 
EMPOWERMENT ZONE 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a bill to instruct the Secretary of the 
United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development to deem areas within the 
District of Columbia as empowerment zones. 
This bill would effectively reauthorize the tax 
incentives for business investment in the Dis-
trict, which expired in 2011, yet are timelier 
than ever today. These were the only tax in-
centives for a big city that were not extended, 
even though they were initially created by Re-
publicans, with a few Democrats. The wisdom 
of these bipartisan, modest, targeted tax in-
centives has been amply and visibly dem-
onstrated in the economic resurgence in many 
parts of the nation’s capital. However, the D.C. 
tax incentives were cut off before the poorest 
neighborhoods were ready to make use of 
them. 

Congress has recognized that the benefits 
of incentives for investment in economically 
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distressed communities outweigh their costs 
as it has continually extended the national em-
powerment zone program. The positive effects 
of the D.C. tax incentives are apparent 
throughout the city. Among the most visible 
are the vibrant area around the Verizon Cen-
ter, which is now surrounded by offices, res-
taurants and nightlife, and the Penn Quarter 
neighborhood, which had limited residential, 
commercial, and retail spaces and is now a 
popular mixed-use neighborhood. Before the 
business tax incentives, the city found it dif-
ficult to retain, much less attract, businesses. 
However, one of the business tax incentives 
enabled the city government to issue more 
than $155 million in tax-exempt bonds on be-
half of for-profit and non-profit entities for cap-
ital projects. 

The federal government’s decision to build 
facilities in the District’s poorest ward, Ward 8, 
lays the groundwork for revitalization there. 
The new headquarters for the U.S. Coast 
Guard is now open in Southeast D.C. in the 
city’s lowest income ward, the first in a com-
plex of buildings Congress has authorized for 
the federally-owned West Campus of the St. 
Elizabeths Hospital. The tax incentives, par-
ticularly in areas where the federal govern-
ment is expanding, as it did in NoMa, have 
demonstrated that they can revitalize such 
neighborhoods. Withdrawing the D.C. incen-
tives, particularly after they had proven to be 
effective in other areas of the city, left the na-
tion’s capital with essentially half of a revival, 
and was tragically timed just as the lower-in-
come parts of the District, which need the in-
centives most, are ready for redevelopment. 

Except for having no representation in the 
Senate, there is no good reason why the D.C. 
tax incentives were not extended like those of 
similar cities. Like the fiscal health of many 
other cities, the District’s overall fiscal health 
has improved since the tax incentives were 
established in 1997, but not in the poorest 
wards and in neighborhood pockets else-
where. The incentives are particularly indis-
pensable for ensuring that lower-income areas 
of the city are part of the city’s economic 
progress. It would be tragic to continue to sin-
gle out the nation’s capital as the only em-
powerment zone not to be renewed just as the 
eastern, low-income sections of the city are 
about to develop. As essential as the federal 
incentives have been, their costs have been 
de minimis compared to the measurable bene-
fits they have demonstrated they can gen-
erate. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

SIXTH MOUNT ZION BAPTIST 
CHURCH SESQUICENTENNIAL 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, Sixth Mount 
Zion Baptist Church was founded in 1867 by 
the Reverend John Jasper in an abandoned 
confederate horse stable on Brown’s Island, 
along the shores of the James River. Credited 
as the first church in Richmond organized by 
an African-American preacher, it relocated to 
its current space in downtown Richmond in 
1869. 

Jasper’s charismatic ministry drew increas-
ingly large crowds, and his sermon ‘‘De Sun 

Do Move’’ became well-known both in the 
United States and internationally. His speaking 
talents and powerful faith brought flocks of 
black and white Richmonders alike to the 
church, listening and celebrating together. 

Six more pastors have led Sixth Mount Zion 
during its long history, including Dr. Augustus 
Walter who served for over forty-three years 
until his death in 1967. Greatly admired for his 
leadership and faithful dedication, Dr. Walter 
was instrumental in defending the church from 
destruction when Interstate 95 was built in 
downtown Richmond in 1957. 

Sixth Mount Zion is one of the nation’s pio-
neers in the field of religious historic preserva-
tion, and opened its John Jasper Memorial 
Room and Museum in January 1926. It con-
tains bibles, books, paintings, clothing, cere-
monial artifacts, and furniture from the 
church’s rich history. Among these items are a 
golden bust of Jasper made in 1904, a rare 
stone from Mount Zion in Jerusalem, and a 
quilt commemorating the church’s 130th anni-
versary. 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has recog-
nized the church’s rich history with two high-
way markers—one at the church site and an-
other in Fluvanna County near John Jasper’s 
birthplace. Residing within the historic Jackson 
Ward District, the church is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and the Vir-
ginia Landmarks Register. In 2004, the Rich-
mond City Council honored the church with a 
special designation as a local ‘‘historic district’ 
encompassing the 3 acres of land on which it 
stands, the only black church in Richmond to 
receive this distinction. 

For 150 years, Sixth Mount Zion Baptist 
Church has been a central institution in Rich-
mond and Virginia, supporting its members 
and the wider community through growth and 
hardship. It has addressed the social concerns 
of the city’s residents, and was one of the first 
black churches to have an organized charity 
with a staff social worker to administer to the 
indigent of the city. It continues to assist indi-
viduals and families with the resources nec-
essary to overcome obstacles that prevent 
them from achieving personal, social, and eco-
nomic goals. 

f 

JOSEPH R. D’ARCO 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the outstanding achieve-
ments of Joseph R. D’Arco, whose family and 
friends celebrated his 80th birthday on August 
31, 2017. 

Joseph R. D’Arco was born on August 31, 
1937, at Passaic General Hospital. As a child, 
he was raised in Clifton’s Historic Botany Vil-
lage and attended the Clifton Public Schools. 
In 1957, Joseph volunteered to join the U.S. 
Army. He was honorably discharged in 1959. 

In 1961, Joseph joined the Clifton Fire De-
partment. For the first half of Joseph’s fire ca-
reer, he graciously worked two jobs in order to 
provide for his four sons-Joseph, Michael, Ste-
ven, and David—to have the opportunity to at-
tend private schools. During his 34-year jour-
ney with the Department, Joseph ascended 
through the ranks, and inspired many people, 

earning him the Clifton Jaycees’ Fireman of 
the Year Award. During his tenure as Deputy 
Chief, Joseph served as the Department’s Ad-
ministrative Officer, his first assignment away 
from the streets of Clifton. Joseph represented 
Clifton with Passaic County’s Mutual Aid and 
was additionally an instructor at the Passaic 
County Fire Academy. Joseph always kept the 
best interest of his men and the department in 
mind, which gained him the respect of his men 
and city officials. 

During his working term with the Clifton Fire 
Department, Joseph received his Bachelors of 
Fire Science from Jersey City State College. 
Furthermore, he taught as an Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Fire Science at Passaic County 
Community College to give back to the edu-
cational forum. 

One of the greatest examples of Joseph’s 
passion for ensuring the safety of our public 
servicemen is advocating for legislation that 
would allow E.M.T.s the use of portable 
defibrillation units. This piece of legislation 
passed, allowing the use of these units to be-
come widespread throughout the state and 
now the country. The passing of this legisla-
tion has significantly helped save countless 
lives, which is ultimately Joseph’s foremost 
concern. 

Joseph and his wife, Patricia, currently re-
side in St. Lucie, Florida. Even during his re-
tirement, Joseph continues his service for his 
community, remaining an active life member of 
the New Jersey State Firemen’s Mutual Be-
nevolent Association, as well as the Clifton 
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association. Jo-
seph is also notably a member of both the 
Board of Directors for Deborah Heart and 
Lung Center since 1995, and the Deborah 
Hospital Foundation Board of Directors since 
2002. He has continued to be a conscientious 
advocate for healthcare, spreading the word of 
Deborah’s cardiac testing for First Respond-
ers, an initiative of ‘‘A Gift from Captain 
Buscio’’ program. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to recognizing and commemorating 
individuals who have dedicated their lives to 
serving the people. Joseph’s commitment to 
public service is truly commendable. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues to celebrate the 80th birthday of Jo-
seph R. D’Arco, in which we can appreciate 
his accomplishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 120TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HAMLINE CHURCH 
DINING HALL 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 120th Anniversary of the 
Hamline United Methodist Church Dining Hall 
at the Minnesota State Fair. 

As one of the nation’s oldest state fairs, and 
the largest state fair by attendance, Min-
nesota’s ‘‘Great Get-Together’’ attracts nearly 
2 million people each year over its annual 12- 
day run. Over the years, countless fairgoers 
have satisfied their hunger for good food and 
fellowship at the Hamline United Methodist 
Church Dining Hall. The 2017 fair, which just 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:42 Sep 06, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A05SE8.009 E05SEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1160 September 5, 2017 
wrapped up yesterday, marked a truly special 
milestone for the dining hall. 

Beginning in 1897, a group of women from 
the Hamline Methodist Episcopal Church La-
dies Aid Society decided to raise money for 
their congregation by hopping in the back of a 
church member’s coal wagon and heading to 
the Minnesota State Fair to sell sandwiches 
they had made in their basement. Thus began 
a great ritual of feeding fairgoers that has con-
tinued through two World Wars, the Great De-
pression, and dramatic demographic changes 
in Minnesota. 

Throughout its 120 years, Hamline Meth-
odist Church has served meals from various 
locations on the fairgrounds. Its current home 
site was purchased from the East Immanuel 
Norwegian Evangelical Church of Saint Paul in 
1944. That building was replaced by the cur-
rent building in 1968, with an addition added 
in 1983 to accommodate its increasing popu-
larity. 

While the physical venue of the dining hall 
has changed over the years, the heart of the 
operation has remained its volunteers. Every 
year more than 60 volunteer servers and food 
prep workers a day fill over 700 shifts. There, 
they prepare and serve its signature Hamline 
Ham Loaf, Swedish Meatballs, famous break-
fasts, and bottomless cups of coffee. Delicious 
food has brought together generations of Min-
nesotans and other visitors from across the 
country. It also helped to fund reconstruction 
of the Church’s sanctuary on Englewood Ave-
nue in Saint Paul, after a Christmastime fire 
destroyed it in 1925. The dining hall remains 
popular with fairgoers because it offers a 
place to take a break, sit down, and use real 
silverware and a plate rather than just food on 
a stick. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
this proud Minnesota State Fair tradition. I 
wish the congregation of Hamline United 
Methodist Church all the best as they plan for 
the next 120 years of hospitality at the 
Hamline United Methodist Church Dining Hall. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN RICHARD A. 
KIBBEY AND THE AIRMEN 
ABOARD THE JOLLEY GREEN 05 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, to recognize 
POW/MIA Day, on September 15, 2017, the 
Department of the Air Force, 920th Rescue 
Squadron, will honor the life and sacrifices of 
Captain Richard A. Kibbey, MIA, by presenting 
his Dog Tags to his surviving family at Patrick 
Air Force Base in Cocoa Beach, FL. 

Captain Kibbey was one of four aircrew 
members aboard the HH–3E helicopter, call 
sign JOLLEY GREEN 05, on a mission to res-
cue downed pilot Captain Lucius L. Heiskell. 
On February 6, 1967, despite poor weather 
and limited visibility, Kibbey and his crew suc-
ceeded in picking up Captain Heiskell, but 
they were hit repeatedly by 37mm AAA fire. 
The burning HH–3E flew for about a mile be-
fore colliding head-on with a limestone cliff. 

Of the five men aboard JOLLEY GREEN 
05, only one survived—pararescueman 
Dwayne Hackney, who was found after the in-
cident. The other four airmen were designated 

as Missing in Action: Major Patrick H. Wood, 
pilot, MIA; Captain Richard A. Kibbey, copilot, 
MIA; SSgt Donald J. Hall, flight engineer, MIA; 
and Captain Lucius L. Heiskell, 0–1F pilot, 
MIA. 

Although the four men were carried in MIA 
status for some years, an Air Force review 
board ultimately determined that all available 
evidence indicated that they had died in the 
crash. Captain Kibbey’s Dog Tags were re-
cently discovered near the accident site by a 
local farmer and were transferred to the U.S. 
authorities. 

Captain Kibbey and the crew of the JOLLY 
GREEN 05, including Captain Heiskell, laid 
their lives down on the altar of freedom for the 
benefit of our nation and our way of life. Post-
humously, for his actions, Captain Kibbey was 
promoted to Colonel and awarded the Silver 
Star and the Purple Heart. On behalf of the 
United States Congress I would like to ex-
press my sincere appreciation for their sac-
rifices. At my request, on August 30, 2017, the 
Architect of the Capitol flew the United States 
Flag over our Capitol Building to further honor 
the sacrifices of Captain Richard A. Kibbey 
and his crew. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting 
these brave airmen, and their families, for their 
commitment to serving our nation and pro-
tecting our freedom. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EDWIN GILROY 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize—and say farewell—to a member of the 
House Committee on Education and the Work-
force staff who has dedicated more than 20 
years of public service to the People’s House. 

Edwin Gilroy began his congressional ca-
reer on the staff of former Congressman Rod 
Chandler of Washington, and he would then 
go on to serve as Professional Staff Member 
for the Committee. But most of us know Ed for 
his nearly 16 years of service as the Commit-
tee’s Director of Workforce Policy. 

It was in this capacity Ed led our efforts to 
expand access to affordable health care for 
small business employees; provide moms and 
dads more flexibility in the workplace; protect 
the rights of workers and employers; and hold 
officials accountable for how our nation’s 
health and safety laws are enforced. 

Ed has also had a remarkable impact on 
policies affecting the retirement security of 
working families. He was instrumental in our 
bipartisan efforts to strengthen the defined 
benefit pension system with passage of the 
Pension Protection Act in 2006, and again 
with enactment under President Obama of the 
Multiemployer Pension Reform Act in 2014. 
And he has played a vital role in ensuring all 
Americans have access to affordable retire-
ment advice. 

He has guided us through countless hear-
ings, markups, floor debates, field hearings, 
member briefings, round-table discussions, 
and stakeholder meetings, and through it all, 
he has been a trusted adviser, dedicated pub-
lic servant, distinguished colleague, and an in-
valuable member of our Committee family. 

Ed Gilroy, on behalf of my colleagues, we 
are deeply grateful for his many years of serv-

ice to the American people and the U.S. 
House of Representatives, and we wish him 
all the best in the years ahead. 

f 

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
SOJOURNER TRUTH HOUSE 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and admiration that I recognize 
the Sojourner Truth House as the organization 
celebrates its 20th anniversary. In honor of 
this special occasion, the Sojourner Truth 
House will host an open house followed by a 
celebration mass at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Angels on September 16, 2017. The organiza-
tion will then conclude its day of celebration 
with a reception at Avalon Manor in Merrillville, 
Indiana. 

The Sojourner Truth House, a not-for-profit 
organization located in Gary, Indiana, serves 
an average of 2,092 homeless and at-risk 
women and children per month. The out-
standing and compassionate employees and 
volunteers at the Sojourner Truth House assist 
and encourage their clients to regain their dig-
nity and sense of purpose for themselves, 
their children, and their communities. The or-
ganization’s dedication to its four core val-
ues—Openness to the Spirit, Community, Sim-
plicity, and Dignity and Respect for all—fosters 
a safe environment for their clients to identify 
and overcome the barriers in their lives. Cli-
ents are provided with access to resources, 
classes, counseling, and various activities 
aimed at healing the mind, body, and spirit. 
Among the organization’s numerous and im-
portant contributions, the Sojourner Truth 
House has clothed over 2,000 clients and has 
provided meals for nearly 15,000 people in 
need. Clients of the Sojourner Truth House 
share their appreciation for the warm, wel-
coming assistance they receive at the So-
journer Truth House, which only further rein-
forces the positive and lasting impact the or-
ganization has on the community of Gary and 
the entirety of Northwest Indiana. Recently, 
they have become a special limited partner in 
the Village of Hope, a 40-unit apartment build-
ing for homeless individuals and families with 
mental illness and/or addiction. 

I would like to take time to mention some of 
the inspiring leaders in Northwest Indiana who 
have worked with the Sojourner Truth House 
to bring about positive, impactful change and 
to inspire the community. They include Execu-
tive Director Sister Peg Spindler, Chairwoman 
Judith Stanton, and the rest of the current 
Board of Directors: Leo Barron, Regina Bid-
dings-Muro, Susan Cohen, Denise Dillard, 
James Donovan, Sister Michele Dvorak, Mike 
Gluszewski, Jason Griffin, Roxanne Morton, 
Sister Cathy Schwemer, Vickey Sultzman, 
Michelle Taylor, Scott Yahne and Pamela Yttri. 
I am also grateful for the sponsorship of the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, who work 
tirelessly to spread the goodwill and hope the 
Sojourner Truth House exudes. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
and congratulating the Sojourner Truth House 
on its 20th anniversary. For the past 20 years, 
the staff and leadership have touched the lives 
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of countless individuals through their unwaver-
ing commitment to those in need. The ministry 
is both a beacon of hope and a network of 
support for so many and serves as an inspira-
tion to us all. 

f 

HONORING THE FORT WORTH AS-
SOCIATION OF FEDERATED WOM-
EN’S CLUBS 100 YEARS OF COM-
MUNITY SERVICE 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Fort Worth Association of Federated 
Women’s Clubs (FWAFWC) for its 100 years 
of service to Fort Worth and the greater 
Tarrant County community. 

The FWAFWC was founded in 1917 with 
Mrs. Fannie Mae Connally-Winn serving as 
the first president of the organization. Mrs. 
Winn created the organization because she 
wanted the ‘‘colored’’ women of Fort Worth to 
have the opportunity to be known for their 
service throughout the community. The organi-
zation has lived up to its founding mission and 
grown substantially over the decades. 

The FWAFWC continues its commitment to 
ensuring that African-American women are 
aware of their civic duties, social issues in the 
community, family health matters, and the im-
portance of educating youth for a better future. 
As part of their mission, FWAFWC members 
volunteer for the Annual Prom Dress Give 
Away each year and collect hundreds of do-
nated items for local high school girls. 

Additionally, FWAFWC has sponsored an 
annual cotillion for over 10 years, which pro-
vides young ladies with the skills to be suc-
cessful later in life. The Cotillion also serves 
as a scholarship fundraiser event aimed at 
empowering young women to pursue their 
higher education aspirations. Along with volun-
teering throughout the community, the group 
makes monetary donations to numerous local 
charities and community service organizations 
throughout the year, including a $500 college 
scholarship to graduating African American 
high school seniors. 

I honor the Fort Worth Association of Fed-
erated Women’s Clubs and its century of serv-
ice to the Fort Worth and Tarrant County com-
munity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRUNO VIDAL 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Detective Bruno Vidal, as he re-
tires after 25 years of law enforcement serv-
ice. 

Det. Vidal began his law enforcement career 
in 1992 as a Police Officer with New York 
City’s Finest, the NYPD. In 1993 he was as-
signed to the 90th Precinct in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn. In 1995, he joined the Community 
Patrol Officer Program (CPOP). A program de-
signed to promote collaborative problem solv-
ing efforts between the community and police 

department. This program enabled Det. Vidal 
to patrol a dedicated geographic location with-
in the community where he successfully 
worked with residents in identifying areas with 
serious quality of life conditions. As the CPOP 
Officer, his approach, mannerism and ability to 
communicate with the public, young and older, 
was instrumental in fortifying the trust between 
the 90th Precinct and the greater community. 

This achievement led to his appointment as 
the precinct’s Community Affairs Officer. In 
this capacity, he worked extensively within 
Williamsburg community. Det. Vidal estab-
lished strong relationships with schools, faith- 
based and local organizations, small busi-
nesses, housing leaders and elected officials. 
He has earned numerous awards and the re-
spect of the community and members of the 
service. In 2007 he was promoted to the well- 
deserved rank of Detective. And in 2015, he 
earned the new rank of Detective Specialist 
2nd grade. 

For twenty-five years, Det. Bruno Vidal has 
been an exemplary role model and dedicated 
public servant who served with pride and 
honor. I am proud to know and have worked 
with him on local issues. He is a loyal rep-
resentative of New York’s Finest. I also want 
to thank his family, Mrs. Arisleida Vidal-Abrue 
and their three children Matthew, Carolyn and 
Adam for supporting his career. Please join 
me in saluting Detective Bruno Vidal from the 
90th Precinct in New York City. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST 
INDIANA’S NEW CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate thirty individuals who took 
their oaths of citizenship on Friday, August 11, 
2017. This memorable occasion, presided 
over by Magistrate Judge John E. Martin, was 
held at the United States Courthouse and 
Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On August 11, 2017, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, took their oaths of citizenship in Ham-
mond, Indiana: Feda Izzedin Aljobeh, 
Mahmoud Ibrahim Almakharza, Mosa Maher 
Awad, Roberto Barraza, Manuel de Jesus 
Castaneda, Maria Arminda de Leon, Jose 
Jorge Garcia, Lucio Chan Gudmalin, Wendy 
Lane Harris, Nora Ibrahim, Delia Ruiz, Ma 
Olivia Avila de Torres, Eduardo Torres, Victor 
Hugo Vargas Sanchez, Jose Jesus Vargas, 
Cayetano Ontiveros Rodriguez, Silvia Andrea 
Alvarez, Guijuan Niu, Shanqin Chen, Hamida 
Brkovic, Eric Kwadwo Ofori, Ling Zhou, Jose 
Luis Castro Vazquez, Julio Alvarez Gonzalez, 

Hong Tuyet Thi Nguyen, Juana Irma Diez de 
Sollano Garcia, Ruth Mwihaki Chege, Jose 
Martin Hernandez, Hannah Rose Babbini, and 
Prabhakar Himatram Jani. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who became 
citizens of the United States of America on 
August 11, 2017. They, too, are American citi-
zens, and they, too, are guaranteed the in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. We, as a free and democratic 
nation, congratulate them and welcome them. 

f 

DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, 
INCORPORATED 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following Proclamation. 

Whereas on January 13, 2013, Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Incorporated, a non-profit orga-
nization whose purpose is to provide assist-
ance and support through established pro-
grams in local communities throughout the 
world; and 

Whereas the Sorority was founded in 1913 
by 22 students at Howard University and 
these young women wanted to use their col-
lective strength to promote and provide aca-
demic excellence; scholarships; support to the 
underserved; education and participation in 
the establishment of positive public policy; and 
to highlight issues and provide solutions for 
problems in their communities; and 

Whereas Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incor-
porated is a sisterhood of more than 200,000 
predominately Black college-educated women 
and the Sorority currently has over 1,000 
chapters located in the United States, Eng-
land, Japan, Germany, the Virgin Islands, Ber-
muda, the Bahamas, the Republic of Korea, 
and here in Dane County, Wisconsin; and 

Whereas the Madison Alumnae Chapter 
was chartered on August 27, 1977 by twenty- 
two bold and visionary women who saw the 
urgent need for a chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Incorporated in Madison, Wis-
consin to create a collective shift in thinking 
for African American residents; to cultivate and 
educate the minority community in political, 
educational, cultural, economic and social 
spheres; and has continued to thrive, em-
power, and lead for forty years using sister-
hood, scholarship and service as the guide; 
and 

Whereas the Madison Alumnae Chapter has 
participated in Delta Days in the nation’s cap-
ital to meet with me and my staff to discuss 
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issues surrounding its social action agenda 
and initiatives; to share concerns and seek an-
swers to questions regarding policy issues, in-
cluding incarceration rates, unemployment, 
housing, economics, and education; to have 
open and transparent conversations about 
these concerns that disproportionately affect 
the African American community with policy-
makers; and to discuss how we can work to-
gether towards solutions, and 

Whereas the Madison Alumnae Chapter 
being Determined Strategic and Transcendent 
has established and maintained a legacy of 
preeminent programming which has been rec-
ognized as exemplary at both regional con-
ferences and national conventions, 

I, MARK POCAN, Congressman from the 
great state of Wisconsin recognize and con-
gratulate the women of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Incorporated Madison Alumnae Chapter 
on the significant impact that they have made 
in the lives of the citizens in their service area 
and the tireless work that they do to in the 
name of public service. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ASSEMBLYMAN 
MICHAEL SIMANOWITZ 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today along 
with the support of my colleague, Congress-
man CROWLEY, to honor the life and excep-
tional service of New York State Assembly-
man Michael Simanowitz. Mike passed away 
on Saturday, September 2, 2017, at the age of 
46, after battling a long illness. Mike was a 
dedicated public servant, a devoted family 
man, and a truly remarkable individual. 

Mike began a lifelong career in public serv-
ice as chief of staff to former New York State 
Assemblywoman Nettie Mayersohn more than 
twenty years ago. He was later elected to fill 
her seat after her retirement in 2011. A long- 
time active member of his community, Mike 
volunteered with the New York Police Depart-
ment’s auxiliary program at the 107th Precinct 
in Flushing, Queens, for 15 years, and was its 
commanding officer for nine years. And as 
one of only a few Orthodox Jews in the New 
York State legislature, Mike was proud of his 
faith and was a strong voice for the Queens 
Jewish community. 

When speaking to Mike’s constituents, you 
will hear nothing but words of praise for his 
passionate commitment to his district and 
community. Congressman CROWLEY and I 
counted Mike as a great friend, and we join 
the entire New York community in mourning 
this terrible loss. 

Congressman CROWLEY and I offer our 
deepest condolences to Mike’s wife and four 
children, his parents, and all of his friends, col-
leagues and constituents. We continue to 
keep Mike’s family in our thoughts and prayers 
during this difficult time. 

EMERGENCY ROOM NURSE ALEX 
WUBBELS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to give brief remarks about 
Alex Wubbels, the emergency room nurse at 
University of Utah Hospital in Salt Lake City, 
Utah who was arrested for doing her job on 
July 26. As a non-practicing registered nurse, 
this story shocked and upset me. I cannot 
fathom being handcuffed in my workplace for 
following hospital policy and the law. 

Ms. Wubbels stood her ground and re-
mained calm during the encounter, which was 
caught on body camera footage. Hospital pol-
icy requires that the patient be under arrest, 
the police have a warrant, or the patient con-
sent in order to draw blood. Since none of 
those requirements were met, Ms. Wubbels 
refused to draw the patient’s blood, with the 
support of several managers, administrators, 
and her supervisor. 

While I understand that the Salt Lake City 
Police Department is currently taking steps to 
prevent incidents like this, I find it unconscion-
able that an officer of the law felt it appropriate 
to treat a health professional in this manner. I 
do believe that implementation of new hospital 
procedure, such as requiring law enforcement 
officials to check in to the front desk of the 
hospital, are positive and I encourage other 
hospitals to adopt similar policies. 

Ms. Wubbels remained focused on providing 
care to her patient and ultimately, no charges 
were filed against her. She is encouraging 
health professionals and law enforcement to 
use this incident to ‘‘open a civic dialogue.’’ As 
a nurse, I am proud to stand with individuals 
like Ms. Wubbels who turn negative events 
into positive learning experiences, always put 
patient well-being above all else, and stand 
their ground in the face of adversity. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF AWARDING THE 
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL 
TO SENATOR ROBERT DOLE 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, we recognize 
Senator Dole, a patriot whose life and career 
embody superior public service. 

The Congressional Gold Medal is the high-
est award we can bestow. We confer this 
honor to men and women who grace our na-
tion with exceptional achievements and con-
tributions. 

Senator Bob Dole is a leader of great integ-
rity, a public servant of deep dignity and an 
American hero of extraordinary courage. 

Before the people of Kansas brought him to 
Capitol Hill, Bob Dole fought for our country in 
the mountains of central Italy during the Sec-
ond World War. 

For his courage and immense sacrifice, he 
was awarded two Purple Hearts and the 
Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Cluster for Valor. 

Bob’s bravery was not limited to the battle-
field. When he came to Congress, he fought 

relentlessly to ensure that every person in uni-
form would receive the care they needed upon 
coming home. 

It is a special source of pride that Bob Dole 
first came to Washington to serve in the 
House of Representatives. 

There, as a proud Representative of west-
ern Kansas, he proved his mettle as a tena-
cious fighter for American families and Amer-
ican values. 

Later, in the Senate, as Majority Leader, he 
continued to champion the vital causes central 
to our identity and our ideals as Americans. 

Senator Dole was a champion for justice, 
battling to expand the civil rights of every 
American during the 1960s. 

He was a champion for working families, 
reaching across the aisle to expand eligibility 
for food stamps. 

He was a champion for equality, fighting for 
passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

After he left Capitol Hill, he continued the 
fight. He has advocated tirelessly on behalf of 
veterans, disabled Americans and families 
struggling with hunger and poverty in every 
part of the world. 

Twenty years ago, President Clinton award-
ed the Senator our nation’s other highest civil-
ian honor: The Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

Receiving this award, he said, ‘‘Our chal-
lenge is not to question American ideals or re-
place them, but to act worthy of them.’’ 

Senator Bob Dole: for a lifetime spent de-
fending, advancing and exemplifying our 
proudest American ideals, we are grateful. 

This Congress thanks you. We send our 
warmest congratulations to your incredible 
wife Elizabeth—a fierce champion for our hid-
den heroes: our military caregivers—and to 
the entire Dole family. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EMMETT TILL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, sixty-two years ago, on August 28, 1955, 
in Money, Mississippi, a young African-Amer-
ican child by the name of Emmett Till was 
murdered while visiting from Chicago. Till’s life 
was taken from him after a white woman al-
leged he whistled at her. Following her claim, 
the woman’s husband and brother found Till 
and assassinated him. The two men took Till 
from the home of his great uncle and shortly 
after, his body was found mutilated and dis-
figured. Yet, the murderers of Emmett Till 
were found not guilty by an all-white jury. Re-
cently, the allegations against Till have been 
found to be untrue. The accuser herself re-
canted her accusations in July of this year. Six 
decades later, she finally admits that she lied 
while under oath about Till’s actions on the 
day she alleged he made advances toward 
her outside of a grocery store. 

Today, we also mourn the death of Simeon 
Wright, Emmett’s cousin, and one of the last 
people to see Till before he was abducted and 
murdered. The story of Emmett Till is a blunt 
reminder of racial inequality, as well as the in-
equality in our justice system in which we 
must continue to combat. As we continue the 
fight to overcome racial injustice, white su-
premacy and police brutality, let us do so by 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:49 Sep 06, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A05SE8.017 E05SEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1163 September 5, 2017 
honoring the legacy of Emmett Till and many 
other African-Americans in Mississippi and 
throughout this country who have suffered 
from racial discrimination. 

f 

IN HONOR OF 125 YEARS OF 
AUBURN WOMEN 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 

125th Anniversary of women attending Auburn 
University. 

Auburn University in Auburn, Alabama, had 
its first females attend the school on Sep-
tember 13, 1892. The first three women were: 
Willie Gertrude Little, Katherine C. Broun and 
Margaret Kate Teague. 

Little was the daughter of Auburn’s mayor 
and graduated from Auburn University with a 
bachelor’s degree and honors. A hall in the 
Upper Quad is named in her honor. Broun 
was the daughter of Auburn University Presi-
dent William L. Broun (1882 to 1902) and as 
an inaugural female student had to take tests 
in English, Latin, history and mathematics. 
She was most notably Auburn’s first graduate 
student after receiving her bachelor’s degree 

in 1894. Teague moved from Arkansas to Au-
burn after her mother’s death and graduated 
with honors. She also has a hall named in her 
honor in the Upper Quad. 

The 125th Anniversary of Auburn Women 
campaign recognizes and celebrates the ac-
complishments of the women who have grad-
uated from Auburn University since 1892. The 
ground floor of Ralph Brown Draughon Li-
brary, located on campus, will have a display 
of unique artifacts on the history of women at 
Auburn. During the week of October 23, Au-
burn’s campus will culminate several events in 
honor of this anniversary. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
this important milestone, 125th Anniversary of 
Auburn Women. War Eagle. 
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