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HONORING COMMAND SERGEANT 
MAJOR WILLIAM CLARK, JR. 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Command Sergeant Major William 
Clark, Jr. for his forty years of service to the 
California National Guard. Sgt. Clark has long 
demonstrated a commitment to this country 
and the state of California. Upon entering 
basic training at Fort Jackson, S.C. in 1974, 
Clark’s sense of honor and duty was apparent 
as he voluntarily enlisted during a time when 
the armed forces draft was still well in place 
during the war in Vietnam. Recognizing the 
importance of developing specialized trade 
skills while simultaneously serving in the 
Army, Clark trained to be a contract construc-
tion engineer. He was subsequently stationed 
in Fort Ord on the central coast of California 
where he excelled as an engineer and met his 
wife Laurie, who also came from a military 
family. While by all accounts Sgt. Clark served 
his country selflessly, he maintains that his 
wife has sacrificed more throughout their mar-
riage. 

After serving in the Army for three years, 
Sgt. Clark went on to start a career as a facili-
ties engineer and eventually entered the fed-
eral workforce as a journeyman. However, as 
Sgt. Clark was preparing to leave active duty, 
a military recruiter convinced him to take a po-
sition with the National Guard. He started his 
National Guard service for the state of Cali-
fornia with the 149th Armor Company, a unit 
he served with honorably, eventually earning 
the position of Platoon Sergeant. Clark contin-
ued his service by taking on various respon-
sibilities with the California National Guard, 
serving as Command Sergeant Major in 1997, 
and eventually became ‘‘Senior Enlisted Advi-
sor’’ to the Adjutant General in 2008. One of 
Sgt. Clark’s most notable achievements came 
during his deployment to Kosovo with Brig. 
Gen. Jeffrey Gidley, the Deputy Commander 
of the California Army National Guard. For his 
service in Kosovo, Clark was awarded both 
the NATO Medal and Kosovo Campaign 
Medal. In addition to these awards, Sgt. 
Clark’s achievements also include the Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humani-
tarian Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Meri-
torious Service Medal, Army Commendation 
Medal, Overseas Service Ribbon, Armed 
Forces Reserve Medal, and the National De-
fense Service Medal. 

In honor of his retirement, I would like to 
commend Command Sergeant Major William 
Clark, Jr. for his service. His local roots and 
long career of service and sacrifice to our 
country make me especially proud to recog-
nize Sgt. Clark. His career is an example of 
selfless sacrifice and honor. I wish him the 
best in his retirement and am especially grate-
ful for his contribution to the armed forces of 
the United States and the State of California. 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SMITHONIAN’S 
ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MU-
SEUM 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in honoring the 50th anniversary of the 
Smithsonian’s Anacostia Community Museum. 

The Anacostia Community Museum, which 
opened in 1976, has been a staple of the Dis-
trict of Columbia community. Not only has the 
museum served as a major cultural institution, 
including in highlighting the important contribu-
tions made by African Americans to D.C. and 
the nation, but it has also served as a pillar of 
educational enrichment and achievement 
through its Museum Academy Program. In ad-
dition, the museum’s Citizen Scientist Program 
brings high school students and Smithsonian 
educators, as well as scientists, together to 
engage in environmental stewardship and 
learn more about science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics initiatives. 

The museum also continues to be a domi-
nant force in terms of community engagement, 
creating a hands-on children’s room and a 
youth advisory council. Additionally, the mu-
seum works on a number of events and 
projects that focus on community restoration 
within Anacostia. For example, the museum 
recently hosted a community forum with the 
National Park Service to illustrate the impor-
tance of volunteering within one’s community 
and also partnered with WTTG Fox 5 to allow 
visitors to participate in an urban gardening 
project. 

Aside from its community engagement and 
restoration, the Anacostia Community Museum 
showcases various exhibits that focus on the 
different issues that impact urban commu-
nities, both in D.C. and nationwide. Specifi-
cally, the museum works with D.C. residents, 
artists, community activists, scholars, local offi-
cials and other outside organizations to cul-
tivate carefully crafted exhibits that challenge 
museum visitors to think critically and enhance 
their museum experience. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in honoring the Anacostia 
Community Museum, an institution that con-
tinues to remain at the forefront of addressing 
social and political issues that affect individ-
uals in D.C. and the nation, as it celebrates its 
50th Anniversary. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS ON 50 YEARS, 
SHERIFF CHARLES WAGNER 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Brazoria County Sheriff Charles 

Wagner in celebration of the 50th anniversary 
of his service as a law enforcement officer. 

Sheriff Wagner joined the Freeport Police 
Department in 1967. He has worked as a pa-
trol officer, patrol sergeant, detective sergeant, 
detective lieutenant and Chief of Detectives. 
He also served as the Chief Deputy from 1985 
until taking office as Sheriff in 2005. As Sheriff 
of the oldest Sheriffs’ Office in the State of 
Texas, he has been an integral part of keep-
ing the Brazoria County community safe. Our 
law enforcement officers risk their lives each 
and every day to protect our communities. 
Sheriff Wagner exemplifies the leadership and 
service that makes Brazoria County a great 
place to live, work and raise a family. We 
thank him for his service and 50 years of ex-
ceptional leadership. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, I wanted again to 
thank Sheriff Wagner for his dedicated public 
service. All of Brazoria County has benefitted 
from his commitment to safety and we thank 
him. Congratulations on 50 years, Sheriff. 

f 

HONORING THE LIVES OF TONY 
DEBRUM AND MATTLAN ZACHRAS 

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN 
RADEWAGEN 

OF AMERICAN SAMOA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of the remarkable lives of the 
Honorable Anton ‘‘Tony’’ deBrum and the 
Honorable Mattlan Zachras, both of whom led 
exemplary careers of public service in the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands, and both at-
tained high posts of trust in their country. 

They were known and respected far beyond 
their own nation, and are remembered with 
fondness throughout the Pacific Island nations. 
I am proud and privileged to have known them 
and called them friends, and remember with 
appreciation that they were longstanding 
friends of my home, American Samoa. In par-
ticular, my brothers and I have known Tony 
like he was family since childhood when we 
spent some time living in the Marshall Islands. 

Tony deBrum was an effective political lead-
er for decades and a historic advocate of the 
national independence of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, and his memory will rightly 
be cherished in his country as a national hero. 
In his illustrious government career in the Mar-
shall Islands, he served as Minister and finally 
as Climate Ambassador, and he also served 
at different times in both the Cabinet and 
Nitijela (Parliament). 

Likewise, Mattlan Zachras left us recently 
and far too soon at the age of 47. He rep-
resented Namdrik Atoll in Nitijela since 2004, 
worked for grassroots community develop-
ment, and through his role as Minister in As-
sistance to President Hilda Heine was an out-
spoken leader at international climate meet-
ings. 
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I also include in the RECORD the stirring 

words of President Heine as expressed in the 
August 25 publication of the Marshall Islands 
Journal. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to President Heine and the people of 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and I ask 
the Members of the U.S. House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing the lifelong 
dedication exemplified by Tony deBrum and 
Mattlan Zachras, and honor these dedicated 
men of public service and the many national 
values that our countries share. 

It is with great sadness and a very heavy 
heart that I announce that the Marshall Is-
lands lost a national hero Tuesday with the 
passing of our Climate Ambassador and 
former Minister Tony deBrum. 

Tony passed away peacefully in Majuro, 
surrounded by his proud father, as well as his 
wife and partner in life, Rosalie, and their 
three children, ten grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren—including newly born 
Cei’Ena. My thoughts and prayers, as well as 
those of the government and the people of 
the Marshall Islands, are with them. 

Tony’s legacy goes beyond our islands, and 
will go beyond those of us that call the Mar-
shall Islands home. He fought for our inde-
pendence, he fought against the tyranny of 
nuclear weapons and for nuclear justice for 
our people, and he led the international fight 
against climate change. The very existence 
of the Paris Agreement owes a lot to Tony 
deBrum. He was a giant of history, a legend 
in every meaning of the word, and a custo-
dian of our shared future. 

Born on February 26, 1945 in Tuvalu, Tony 
grew up in the Marshall Islands during the 
twelve-year period of US nuclear testing and, 
as a young boy out fishing with his grand-
father, witnessed the horrors of the Bravo 
Shot, the largest US nuclear test—more than 
1,000 times more powerful than Hiroshima. 
After becoming one of the first Marshallese 
to attend university, he returned to our is-
land home to play a leading role in the nego-
tiations that secured the Compact of Free 
Association with the United States, and ulti-
mately our membership in the United Na-
tions. Tony remained consistently and deep-
ly committed to the cause of nuclear justice 
and global disarmament, and in 2012 was 
awarded the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation’s 
Distinguished Peace Leader Award. In 2015 
the Right Livelihood Foundation awarded 
him the Nuclear-Free Future Award and the 
‘Alternative Nobel’. In 2016 he was voted the 
Arms Control Person of the Year and nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Tony found himself fighting for our coun-
try once again in the global battle against 
climate change. Tony’s vision was captured 
in the Majuro Declaration for Climate Lead-
ership in 2013, and in 2015 he contributed to 
the formation of the High Ambition Coali-
tion. His tireless efforts on the world stage 
were instrumental in securing the Paris 
Agreement. 

On this day that Tony passed, we also held 
our final traditional funeral ceremony for 
Minister Mattlan Zachras who passed away 
less than two weeks ago. I am certain that 
Tony will join Mattlan in looking over the 
Marshall Islands. While our nation may have 
lost two of our finest men, and the Earth two 
of its fiercest champions, the best thing we 
can all do to honor their legacies is to keep 
up the battle for our future—to which they 
dedicated their lives. We now carry their 
torch. 

Tony made our island home and the rest of 
the world safer and more peaceful. And for 
that a grateful nation and planet says 
kommol tata. May he rest in the peace that 
he fought so hard for.—Hilda Heine, Presi-
dent 

INTRODUCTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES COMMISSION ON AN 
OPEN SOCIETY WITH SECURITY 
ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to reintro-
duce the United States Commission on an 
Open Society with Security Act, a bill as timely 
now as it was when I first began working on 
it. I saw the first signs in the closing of parts 
of our open society after the Oklahoma City 
bombing in 1995, and I saw it again after 9/ 
11. This bill grows even more urgent as the 
country is ensnared in continuing wars that 
threaten our security, causing an increasing 
variety of security measures to proliferate 
throughout the country without due diligence 
and deep thinking about the effects on com-
mon freedoms and ordinary public access, 
and often without guidance from the govern-
ment or bona fide security experts. For exam-
ple, security in some federal buildings bar 
tourists here for Cherry Blossom season from 
even use of restrooms or cafeterias. The se-
curity for some federal buildings has for too 
long been unduly influenced by non-security 
experts, who happen to work for an agency 
but do not have the expertise to take into ac-
count actual threats. 

The bill I reintroduce today would begin the 
systematic investigation the nation needs to 
fully take into account the importance of main-
taining our democratic traditions while re-
sponding adequately to the real and substan-
tial threat that terrorism poses. To accomplish 
its difficult mission, the bill authorizes a 21- 
member commission, with the president desig-
nating nine members and the House and Sen-
ate each designating six members, to inves-
tigate the balance that should be required be-
tween openness and security. The commis-
sion would be composed not only of military 
and security experts, but, for the first time at 
the same table, also experts from such fields 
as business, architecture, technology, law, city 
planning, art, engineering, philosophy, history, 
sociology and psychology. To date, questions 
of security most often have been left almost 
exclusively to security and military experts. 
They are indispensable participants, but these 
experts should not alone resolve all the new 
and unprecedented issues raised by terrorism 
in an open society. In order to strike the secu-
rity/access balance required by our democratic 
traditions, a diverse group of experts needs to 
be at the same table. 

For years, parts of our open society have 
gradually been closed down because of ter-
rorism and the fear of terrorism, on an often 
ad hoc basis. Some federal buildings such as 
the U.S. Capitol have been able to deal with 
security issues, and continue their openness 
to the public. Others, like the new Department 
of Transportation headquarters, remain mostly 
inaccessible to the public. These examples, 
drawn from the nation’s capital, are replicated 
in public buildings throughout the United 
States. 

When we have faced unprecedented and 
perplexing issues in the past, we have had the 
good sense to investigate them deeply before 
moving to resolve them. Examples include the 
National Commission on Terrorist Attacks 

Upon the United States (also known as the 9/ 
11 Commission), the Commission on the Intel-
ligence Capabilities of the United States Re-
garding Weapons of Mass Destruction (also 
known as the Silberman-Robb Commission), 
and the Kerner Commission, which inves-
tigated the riots that swept American cities in 
the 1960s and 1970s. In the aftermath of the 
2013 Navy Yard shooting, I wrote to then- 
President Barack Obama requesting the es-
tablishment of an independent panel to inves-
tigate issues raised by that tragedy and to 
evaluate how to secure federal employees 
who work in facilities like the Navy Yard that 
are a part of a residential or business commu-
nity. However, this bill creates a commission 
that would act not in the wake of a tragedy but 
before a crisis and before erosion of basic 
freedoms takes hold and becomes en-
trenched. Because global terrorism is likely to 
be long lasting, we cannot afford to allow the 
proliferation of security measures that neither 
require nor are subject to civilian oversight or 
an analysis of alternatives and repercussions 
on freedom and commerce. 

With no vehicles for leadership on issues of 
security and openness, we have been left to 
muddle through, using blunt, 19th-century ap-
proaches, such as crude blockades, unsightly 
barriers around beautiful monuments, and 
other signals that our society is closing down, 
all without appropriate exploration of possible 
alternatives. The threat of terrorism to an open 
society is too serious to be left to ad hoc prob-
lem-solving. Such approaches are often as in-
adequate as they are menacing. 

We can do better, but only if we recognize 
and come to grips with the complexities asso-
ciated with maintaining a society of free and 
open access in a world characterized by un-
precedented terrorism. The place to begin is 
with a high-level commission of experts from a 
broad array of disciplines to help chart the 
new course that will be required to protect our 
people and our precious democratic institu-
tions and traditions. 

f 

HONORING STEVEN WHYTE 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the work of Steven Whyte, a sculp-
tor based out of Carmel, California. His most 
recent sculpture, a bronze bust of our col-
league, Congressman JOHN CONYERS, Jr., has 
been accepted into the permanent collection 
of the National Portrait Gallery of the Smithso-
nian Institution. 

Steven Whyte was born in England. He 
spent his youth living throughout Europe 
where he was inspired by the continent’s ex-
pansive culture and history. From an early 
age, it was evident that art would maintain a 
constant presence in his life. Mr. Whyte stud-
ied at the prestigious Sir Henry Doulton 
School of Sculpture, which served as a cata-
lyst for his remarkable career in portrait sculp-
ture. His accomplishments in the medium 
were recognized when he became the young-
est-ever member of the Society of Portrait 
Sculptors at age 24 and later the organiza-
tion’s Vice-President. 

Whyte works out of his studio and gallery on 
the central coast of California in Carmel. He is 
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credited with more than 40 life size and larger 
bronze figure and monuments in the United 
States and United Kingdom. Whyte’s work in-
cludes memorials for fallen first responders 
and soldiers, tributes to beloved cultural fig-
ures, and public art installations. One of his 
most prominent pieces on the Central Coast is 
the Cannery Row Monument located in Mon-
terey. This piece features nine life-size figures, 
including author John Steinbeck, recipient of 
the Nobel Prize, and other figures prominent 
in Central Coast history. 

Whyte’s bronze bust of Congressman JOHN 
J. CONYERS, Jr. is one of the first busts 
sculpted of a sitting Member of Congress. His 
work captures Congressman CONYERS’ signifi-
cance as the Dean of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and a founding member of the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 

On behalf of California’s 20th Congressional 
District, I thank Steven Whyte for the rich trib-
ute that his bronze sculpture affords our Con-
gressional colleague, JOHN J. CONYERS, Jr. I 
also appreciate the recognition that Steven 
Whyte has brought to the Central Coast’s ar-
tistic community through the acclaim of his art 
by the National Portrait Gallery of the Smithso-
nian Institution. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RYAN DARBY 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate, honor and thank a truly impres-
sive young constituent from my district, 14- 
year old Ryan Darby, who is completing two 
years of exemplary service as a National 
Youth Ambassador for the Hyundai Hope On 
Wheels Foundation to fight pediatric cancer. 

Ryan lives in Bethesda, Maryland and is 
himself a cancer survivor. He was selected to 
serve as a Hyundai Hope On Wheels National 
Youth Ambassador in March 2016. 

Since then, Ryan has traveled across Amer-
ica to share his story of illness, resiliency, 
courage and hope and to inspire others to par-
ticipate in the fight against cancer. 

Ryan joined Hyundai Hope On Wheels in its 
continuing mission to educate people about 
pediatric cancer and to raise money—over 
$130 million since 1998—to find a cure. 

Over the last two years, Ryan visited many 
children’s hospitals and attended events to 
stand in solidarity with children and families 
who are battling cancer or who have been af-
fected by the disease. He has spoken at nu-
merous schools and even shared his story on 
TV and radio. 

Ryan was only six years old when he was 
diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leu-
kemia, and he became one tough cancer sur-
vivor. 

He is an inspiring example of physical cour-
age, mental toughness and devotion to the 
well-being of others. I am especially proud of 
him for giving others hope. We encourage and 
applaud the kind of selfless contributions this 
young man has made. 

I wish Ryan Darby the best of luck with all 
his future endeavors, and I urge my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
join me in congratulating him on a job well 
done as he completes his service as a 2016– 

2017 Hyundai Hope On Wheels National 
Youth Ambassador. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE DEDICATION OF 
THE CITY OF DENTON’S 9/11 
FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL BELL 
TOWER 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the City of Denton, Texas as they 
dedicate a 9/11 Firefighters Memorial Bell 
Tower featuring an I-beam from the World 
Trade Center and Denton’s original bronze fire 
bell. The Memorial was dedicated on the 16th 
anniversary of the terrorist attacks in New 
York City, Washington, D.C., and rural Penn-
sylvania. 

An I-beam from the World Trade Center 
stands at the bottom of the 30-foot bell tower 
structure, which protects the I-beam below 
and frames the entrance to the Denton Fire-
fighters Museum and Central Fire Station. The 
monument provides a visual representation of 
New York’s landmark Twin Towers and dis-
plays the number 343 in remembrance of the 
firefighters who were killed at Ground Zero, as 
well as the words courage, dedication, and 
service, in honor of all firefighters. 

The bell tower structure also features Den-
ton’s original bronze fire bell from City Hall 
West, which hangs at the top of the monu-
ment. The bell once sounded three times a 
day and was used to alert residents of fires. 
Cast originally in 1884, the bell was recently 
refurbished and made fully operational to 
make the same sounds as heard in historic 
Denton. 

The dedication of the monument occurred 
as part of a special memorial event featuring 
retired New York City firefighter Bill Spade, 
who was at Ground Zero on September 11, 
2001. Mr. Spade is the only survivor of the 
twelve responding firefighters on FDNY Res-
cue 5, a unit of the Special Operations Com-
mand. He shared his experiences from that 
unforgettable day, and put into perspective the 
debt of gratitude each of us owes to first re-
sponders that serve their communities each 
day. 

I would like to express my sincere apprecia-
tion to the City of Denton as they honor the 
firefighters lost while responding to the attacks 
on our country in 2001, as well as the men 
and women currently serving Denton under 
the direction of Chief Paulsgrove and other 
leaders like him across Denton County. This 
recognition is well-deserved, and I am hon-
ored to represent these professionals and their 
families in the 26th District of Texas. 

f 

HONORING PETTY OFFICER 
CHARLES NATHAN FINDLEY 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of United States Navy Petty Officer 
Charles Nathan Findley and his service to our 

nation. On August 20th of this year, Petty Offi-
cer Findley was killed after a collision between 
the USS John S. McCain and a merchant ves-
sel in waters near Singapore and Malaysia. 

Respected by his fellow officers, Findley 
served as an electronics technician first class 
in the Navy. His friends and family will remem-
ber his love of rebuilding cars, Japanese cul-
ture, and foreign travel. Findley was a father 
and husband, leaving behind an 8-year-old 
daughter, 6-year-old son, and his beloved wife 
Riho. 

His contributions as a Petty Officer for the 
United States Navy and his sacrifice to our na-
tion serves as a reminder to us all that our 
freedom exists because of the dedication of 
brave individuals such as Charles. Our country 
is at a loss without his loyal service. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
please join me in honoring Petty Officer 
Charles Nathan Findley and his distinguished 
service to our nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LAUREN BAKER 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Lauren Baker who has served as a 
mentor, teacher, labor leader, college instruc-
tor, consultant, and administrator. Lauren is 
retiring from her current position as Executive 
Director of the Milwaukee Teachers’ Education 
Association (MTEA) comprised of educators, 
educational assistants’, substitutes and book-
keepers who work on behalf of the students 
attending Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS). 
She officially retired on August 31, 2017. 

Lauren has enjoyed a distinguished career. 
She spent over 25 years in the printing indus-
try working as a journeyperson lithographer 
and then served as Education Director for the 
Graphic Communications International Union 
Local 577M (now GCC/IBT and Director of the 
Milwaukee Graphic Arts Institute (MGAI). 
Lauren taught at MGAI and Milwaukee Area 
Technical College. Highlights of her work dur-
ing this period of her career include: leading 
the successful part-time teachers organizing 
campaign at MATC, founding the GCIU Wom-
en’s Caucus and developing and implementing 
sexual harassment training for union members 
and employers. For 10 years, Lauren served 
as the Coordinator Career and Technical Edu-
cation (CTE) for MPS. She led the district 
wide efforts in trade technical and other career 
educational disciplines. Further, she revitalized 
the career programming, advocated for pub-
lically funded career education at the state 
and federal level and also coordinated the 
work for teachers in schools for the CTE pro-
grams. 

Lauren has served on numerous boards; 
she has served on the MATC Board for 19 
years. She co-chairs the statewide District 
Boards Association’s Legislation Committee 
and represented the Midwest Region on the 
National Board of Directors for the Association 
of Community College Trustees. Further, 
Lauren served on the National Council for 
Skills Standards in Graphic Communications, 
the State Superintendent’s Council of Tech-
nical and Engineering Education and Mil-
waukee County Advisory Committee on Ap-
prenticeships and other committees in relation 
to workforce preparation and education. 
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Lauren Baker has been recognized for her 

work including Graduate of the Last Decade 
(GOLD) award for the University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee (UWM) where she earned a Master 
of Science Degree in Administrative Leader-
ship and Educational Supervision. She was 
honored by Business Journal as a Woman of 
Influence. In 2010, Lauren was invited to the 
White House as a part of a small group advis-
ing the Obama Administration on equity in 
technical education for the National Educate to 
Innovate Initiative. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to call Lauren, her 
husband John Drew, a UAW labor leader and 
adult son, Nick, my friends. She has left a leg-
acy of advocacy and compassion and is a true 
trailblazer. The citizens of the Fourth Congres-
sional District, the State of Wisconsin and the 
nation have benefited tremendously from her 
dedicated service. I am honored for these rea-
sons to pay tribute to Lauren Baker, and wish 
her the best as she transitions into a new 
phase of her life. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to be in Washington, D.C. on September 5, 
2017 because my flight from Oregon was de-
layed due to weather. Had I been present, I 
would have voted in favor of H.R. 2864, the 
Improving Access to Capital Act, and H.R. 
3110, the Financial Stability Oversight Council 
Insurance Member Continuity Act. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF STEVE NOR-
TON AND HIS SERVICE AS EXEC-
UTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NEW 
HAMPSHIRE CENTER FOR PUB-
LIC POLICY STUDIES 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Steve Norton as 
he moves on after twelve years from his role 
as Executive Director of the New Hampshire 
Center for Public Policy Studies. 

As Executive Director of the New Hamp-
shire Center for Public Policy Studies, and 
previously as director of Medicaid Service for 
the N.H. Department of Health and Human 
Services, Steve made invaluable contributions 
to our community and our state. Through his 
commitment and compassion, he helped im-
prove the lives of countless families and com-
munities in need, and his vision has helped to 
create a better future for the Granite State and 
its residents. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 
benefitted from Steve’s work, I thank him for 
all he has done for our state, and I wish him 
the best of luck in his next step. I look forward 
to our continued work together to make New 
Hampshire be an even better place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RON 
ARMSTEAD 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Ron Armstead, the Executive 
Director of the Congressional Black Caucus 
Veterans Braintrust. 

Mr. Armstead began his career in public 
service as the Executive Director of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus Veterans Braintrust, 
a role he has served in since the program’s in-
ception. Since then, he has served under var-
ious members, including former Representa-
tive Charles Rangel and Representative EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON. Currently, Mr. Armstead 
serves under Representative SANFORD BISHOP 
Jr. In addition, Mr. Armstead also served as a 
consultant to the late Secretary Jerry Brown’s 
Veterans Affairs’ Advisory Committee on Mi-
nority Veterans. 

Mr. Armstead holds a Master’s in City Plan-
ning with a concentration in Affordable Hous-
ing and Community Development from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and is 
also a licensed social worker in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing Ron Armstead 
for his hard work with the Congressional Black 
Caucus Veterans Braintrust. 

f 

HONORING SCOTT FRANZGROTE 
FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED SERV-
ICE AS FIRE CHIEF OF THE 
ROLLING MEADOWS FIRE DE-
PARTMENT 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
rise today in recognition of the long and distin-
guished service of Scott Franzgrote on the oc-
casion of his retirement. On September 29th 
of this year, Mr. Franzgrote will conclude his 
loyal service as Fire Chief of the Rolling 
Meadows Fire Department. 

Chief Franzgrote has served the community 
for a total of 27 years, including the last six 
years as Fire Chief of the Rolling Meadows 
Fire Department. Since joining the department 
in 1990, his extraordinary leadership has 
earned him great respect among colleagues 
and members of the community. 

During his tenure, Chief Franzgrote led a 
consolidation effort for services with the Pala-
tine and Palatine Rural fire departments. The 
‘‘Rural Palatine Meadows’’ initiative has led to 
shared equipment, standardized training, 
streamlined responses to incidents, and has 
already saved the city of Rolling Meadows 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
please join me in celebrating this special occa-
sion and wishing Chief Franzgrote every hap-
piness in the well-deserved respite of his re-
tirement. 

DISCUSSION ABOUT REMOVING A 
PLAQUE ON THE JEFFERSON 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

HON. ALEXANDER X. MOONEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I include in the RECORD the following re-
marks by Peter Onoszko, President of the Jef-
ferson County Commission: 

‘‘With malice toward none and charity for 
all’’ thus said President Abraham Lincoln in 
his Second Inaugural Address in 1865. Even 
though the Civil War would continue for sev-
eral more months before the final victory 
over the Confederate States, President Lin-
coln was already setting the country on the 
path of reconciliation. Regardless of the 
military victory, the President knew that 
unless there was a reconciliation the mili-
tary victory would be meaningless. 

The path of reconciliation has been slow 
and tortuous. However, in the decades fol-
lowing the Civil War all but the most senior 
of the former Confederate military and civil-
ian leadership had their United States citi-
zenship restored by Congress. The post-War 
careers of Confederate general officers is il-
lustrative of the reconciliation. Depending 
on how one counts, there were between 425 
and 562 Confederate general officers. Of these 
numbers, 3 were recalled to active duty dur-
ing the Spanish-American War and served in 
the United States Army. 51 were appointed 
to various federal civilian positions ranging 
from US ambassadors to foreign govern-
ments to US marshals to membership on var-
ious federal commissions to postmasters and 
so forth. 45 were elected to the US Congress 
as senators and representatives and at least 
one was appointed to a federal judgeship. 

What of the ordinary soldiers and how they 
felt? In 1905 on the 40th anniversary of the 
Civil War, Congress authorized the first cam-
paign medal ever awarded to members of the 
Armed Forces and this was the Civil War 
Campaign Medal awarded to all who had 
served honorably in BOTH the Union and 
Confederate armies. Perhaps the most poign-
ant demonstration of reconciliation was the 
Battle of Gettysburg Reunion of 1913 mark-
ing the fiftieth anniversary of that great 
battle. Thousands of surviving veterans from 
both the North and the South gathered at 
the site of the battle. During several days of 
the reunion, Confederate and Union veterans 
toured the battlefield walking arm in arm as 
they revisited the site and reminisced with 
each other, recognizing that there was an 
unbreakable bond that had risen among all 
who had participated. 

By 1978 the United States Congress had re-
stored US citizenship to all of the senior 
leadership of the Confederacy, in some cases 
posthumously. The last was Jefferson Davis, 
President of the Confederacy, who post-
humously had his US citizenship restored by 
an act of Congress in 1978. In signing this act 
President Jimmy Carter observed that this 
was the final act of reconciliation. 

Paralleling the reconciliation of ‘‘the Boys 
in Blue and the Boys in Gray’’ was the rec-
onciliation between white and black Ameri-
cans. This also followed a tortuous path. 
Starting with the Emancipation Proclama-
tion promulgated in 1863 and continuing with 
the ratification of the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments to the Constitution between 
1864 and 1870, slavery was abolished and 
black Americans were recognized as full citi-
zens of the United States with all the rights 
and privileges pertaining thereto. 

Unfortunately the full acceptance of black 
Americans was legally obstructed in many 
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sections of the country for the next century 
with the enactment of ‘‘Jim Crow’’ laws 
which made racial segregation and discrimi-
nation legal (‘‘Separate but equal’’ as the US 
Supreme Court ruled in Plessy v. Ferguson 
[1896]). However, the path toward racial rec-
onciliation continued. The Armed Forces 
were racially integrated by President Harry 
Truman during the Korean War and Plessy v. 
Ferguson was overturned by the US Supreme 
Court in 1954 with the Brown v. Board of 
Education decision which ruled that ‘‘Sepa-
rate but equal is not equal at all’’ to cite 
several examples of the country moving to-
ward complete reconciliation. The struggle 
to legally abolish racial discrimination and 
insure civil rights for all Americans of what-
ever racial background, in which struggle 
both black and white Americans partici-
pated, came to a head in the civil rights pro-
tests and demonstrations of the 1960s. This 
resulted in the landmark Civil Rights Legis-
lation of the era which ended racial segrega-
tion and outlawed discrimination on the 
basis of race. 

In our lifetime we have had an African 
American president, African American cabi-
net officers, including two secretaries of 
state, two African American Justices on the 
Supreme Court, several African American 
four-star generals including one Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, many Members of 
Congress in both the Senate and House, 
along with African American leaders in busi-
ness, industry, science, medicine, academia, 
and the arts. 

Tragically today there exist small radical 
minorities among both white and black 
Americans who seek to undermine over a 
century and a half of progress toward the 
reconciliation between regions of America 
and the races of Americans, creating harmful 
division and discord between our people and 
threatening to destroy our country. This has 
got to stop. We are ALL Americans and as 
Abraham Lincoln said in 1858 ‘‘A house di-
vided against itself cannot stand.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and so I missed Roll Call vote 
number 480 regarding Motion to Concur (H.R. 
601). Had I been present, I would have voted 
Yes; I missed Roll Call vote number 481 re-
garding On Agreeing to the Amendment, 
Amendment No. 55 (H.R. 3354). Had I been 
present, I would have voted No; I missed Roll 
Call vote number 482 On Agreeing to the 
Amendment, Amendment No. 56 (H.R. 3354). 
Had I been present, I would have voted No; I 
missed Roll Call vote number 483 regarding 
On Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment 
No. 57 (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I 
would have voted Yes; and I missed Roll Call 
vote number 484 On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment, Amendment No. 63 (H.R. 3354). Had I 
been present, I would have voted No. 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
MICHAEL DURANT 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the distinguished 
service of Senior Deputy Sheriff Michael Dur-
ant of the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s De-
partment and to thank him for his unwavering 
commitment to making California—and the 
United States—a safer place. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to all of our na-
tion’s law enforcement officers, but Califor-
nians are especially thankful for the impact 
that Mike has made in his community and 
state. Over the course of his law enforcement 
career, which now spans more than three dec-
ades, Mike has held a number of important 
roles. He has been assigned to patrols and 
field trainings, conducted numerous investiga-
tions, and done extensive work with the ca-
nine unit. 

At each step as Mike rose through the 
ranks, he gained experience and expertise 
that prepared him well for the position he cur-
rently holds with the Peace Officers Research 
Association of California, more commonly 
known as PORAC. PORAC’s mission is to 
identify the public safety needs in communities 
and help to provide the services necessary to 
adequately meet those changing needs. After 
serving for seven years as the group’s Vice 
President, in 2013 Mike was unanimously 
elected President and has since led the asso-
ciation with distinction. 

As leader of the largest law enforcement or-
ganization in California and the largest such 
statewide association in the nation with over 
70,000 active members, Mike has strength-
ened the association and enhanced PORAC’s 
voice at the state and national levels. I have 
seen firsthand Mike’s passion for enacting 
public policy aligned with PORAC’s honorable 
mission, at both the state and federal levels. 

When PORAC meets with Members of Con-
gress this week, it will be the last time it does 
so under the leadership of President Durant. 
With Mike’s productive tenure as PORAC 
President coming to an end, I want to thank 
him for his service to California, congratulate 
him on a job well done, and wish him the very 
best in all of his future endeavors. I would also 
like to extend my deepest appreciation to 
Mike’s wife, Roxanne, and his three children— 
because as a son of a police officer and broth-
er of two members of law enforcement myself, 
I recognize the sacrifices such families make 
while their loved ones serve in the line of duty. 

f 

HONORING DELPHINE METCALF- 
FOSTER 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Delphine Metcalf-Foster, who is 
the National Commander of Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans (DAV). 

Along with her position with DAV, Ms. 
Metcalf-Foster serves on the First Data Mili-

tary Advisory Council, is a member of the DAV 
Department of California Claims and Service 
Committee, and has served as Chairman of 
the DAV Department of California Resolution 
Committee. In November 2015, she completed 
a four-year appointment as a member of the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs’ Advisory Com-
mittee on Women Veterans. 

Ms. Metcalf-Foster has served in multiple 
tours and units. In 1991, she was injured while 
serving in Saudi Arabia as a part of Operation 
Desert Storm/Desert Shield. She has also 
served with the U.S. Army Reserve, 689th 
Quartermaster Unit, 6253rd Hospital Unit and 
6211th Transportation Unit at the Letterman 
Army Medical Center. In 1996, Ms. Metcalf- 
Foster retired from the Army Reserves with 
the rank of first sergeant. 

She is a graduate of Solano Community 
College and Sonoma State University, where 
she majored in psychology and liberal studies, 
respectively. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing and honoring 
Ms. Delphine Metcalf-Foster. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOSE RAMOS 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember my dear friend, and fierce advocate 
for his fellow veterans, Jose Ramos. I am 
deeply saddened by his passing, and my 
thoughts are with his wife, Sylvia, and his fam-
ily at this very difficult time. Jose was a mem-
ber of my Veterans Advisory Committee and a 
well-respected resource for veterans through-
out our community. He will always be remem-
bered for his tireless work to gain national rec-
ognition for Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans 
Day. 

Jose Ramos was born in 1948 to Augustine 
and Herminia Ramos. He attended Garfield 
High School but chose to enlist in the Army 
when he was in 10th grade. He worked as an 
Army Combat Medic, and in 1968 he received 
the Purple Heart. After returning home, Jose 
worked at the Los Angeles County USC Med-
ical Center and at Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Hospital. He retired in 1999. 

Like his fellow Vietnam veterans, Jose 
Ramos returned home from an unpopular war 
only to face hostility and resentment. And like 
his fellow soldiers, Jose quietly went back to 
his normal life, built a family and stayed in 
touch with his veteran friends. He became a 
powerful advocate for veterans in our commu-
nity and across the country. It was his per-
sonal experiences, and those of his fellow GIs, 
that motivated him to work toward establishing 
a national day of recognition. He inspired 
many, including me, to help give Vietnam vet-
erans their long overdue welcome home. 

His legacy lives on as several states all 
across the nation have already adopted Wel-
come Home Vietnam Veterans Day. It is long 
past time for our country to officially recognize 
and commemorate their service. I will continue 
to introduce and advocate for legislation to es-
tablish a national ‘Welcome Home Vietnam 
Veterans Day’ on behalf of Jose Ramos and 
all of our veterans who fought bravely in the 
Vietnam War. 
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HONORING USPTO NATIONAL SUM-

MER TEACHER’S INSTITUTE ON 
INNOVATION AND INTELLEC-
TUAL PROPERTY PARTICIPANT 
BECKY MCDOWELL 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Becky McDowell for being se-
lected to participate in the United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office’s (USPTO) 4th An-
nual National Summer Teacher’s Institute on 
Innovation and Intellectual Property (NSTI). 

The NSTI is a week-long program designed 
to provide teachers with a comprehensive un-
derstanding of intellectual property, innovation, 
and entrepreneurship. The USPTO reviewed 
over 500 applicants for the program and ac-
cepted only 44 participants, highlighting Ms. 
McDowell’s unique qualifications. 

Representing the schools of Roslyn Road, 
Barbara Rose, North Barrington, and Sunny 
Hill Schools in Wauconda, Illinois, Ms. 
McDowell worked with a group of fellow teach-
ers to come up with their own invention. Ms. 
McDowell’s group invented an animal care 
app where owners could update key informa-
tion about their pets for use by kennels and 
animal caregivers to ensure the safety and 
well-being of pets. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
please join me in recognizing Ms. Becky 
McDowell for her outstanding service, and 
congratulate her on being selected to partici-
pate in the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office’s 4th Annual National Summer 
Teacher’s Institute on Innovation and Intellec-
tual Property. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JIM MCCANN 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize my friend, and long-serving member of 
the Westerville Community, Jim McCann who 
celebrated his 80th birthday on August 18, 
2017. 

Jim McCann has dedicated his life to serv-
ice; to his nation as a soldier in the United 
States Army, to his students as an educator, 
and to his neighbors as an indefatigable com-
munity leader. 

After years of teaching at Columbus South 
East High School in subjects such as jour-
nalism and psychology, he was selected in 
1975 to become the Assistant Principal at the 
newly created Westerville North High School. 
For almost thirty years, he invested himself 
into fostering academic rigor and community 
pride in the students, faculty and staff of 
Westerville North. He served fourteen years 
as Assistant Principal before taking on a sub-
sequent fourteen years as Principal. During 
Jim’s tenure, he created the Warrior Way—a 
hallmark of the high school and a philosophy 
he developed in collaboration with students 

and faculty. Upon graduation, students receive 
a card printed with the Warrior Way as a con-
stant reminder to respect themselves, fellow 
students, their school, their family, and their 
community. Jim’s Warrior Way can be seen 
displayed proudly throughout the school, both 
in writing and in the actions and achievements 
of students. 

In recognition of his tremendous impact, his 
friends and neighbors renamed Westerville 
North Stadium in his honor. As a testament to 
Jim’s continued service to his community, the 
Jim McCann Award for Excellence in Jour-
nalism is given to a handful of seniors across 
the school district who exemplify his selfless 
style of leadership and passion for reporting. 

Time and again, Jim’s friends and col-
leagues have leaned on his wisdom and vi-
sion. He has brought these traits to the benefit 
of the many civic organizations with which 
he’s involved, including the Westerville Parks 
& Recreation Advisory Board, the American 
Legion Young Budd Post 171, the Westerville 
Kiwanis, the Westerville Symphony advisory 
board, and the Westerville Parks Foundation. 
In addition to all of this, Jim serves as the 
chairman of my service academy selection 
board, helping advance dozens of students 
into the ranks of our military officer corps. 

I am honored to recognize my dear friend, 
and fellow Buckeye, for his lasting friendship 
and innumerable contributions to the city of 
Westerville and Central Ohio. It is with great 
pride that I join the residents of Ohio’s 12th 
Congressional District to wish Jim a very 
happy 80th birthday. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3354) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2018, and 
for other purposes: 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of my Amend-
ment No.19 to H.R. 3354, the Department of 
the Interior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2018, included in Divi-
sion A En Bloc 1. My amendment would in-
crease the funding for the Smithsonian Insti-
tute Salaries and Expenses by $2 million with 
the intended purpose of providing increased 
resources for the recently launched 
Smithsonian’s American Women’s History Ini-
tiative. 

I strongly support the Initiative and its goal 
to more completely include the contributions of 
women throughout Smithsonian institutions by 
directing resources toward cataloging collec-
tions inventory, expanding exhibits, and devel-
oping educational programs on American 
women’s history. 

I strongly believe that ultimately we need a 
new Smithsonian museum dedicated to Amer-

ican women’s history. Last year a bipartisan 
Congressional Commission made a strong, 
unanimous recommendation that our country 
needs such a museum and that it belongs in 
the Smithsonian system and should be promi-
nently located on the National Mall. I have in-
troduced legislation that incorporates those 
recommendations, and I’m grateful for the 
support of 247 bipartisan members of the 
House who have cosponsored my bill. I hope 
there will be broad support for this amendment 
as well. This Initiative represents the first im-
portant step toward establishing a physical 
Smithsonian Museum on American Women’s 
History and aims to make important improve-
ments in existing museum exhibitions to more 
accurately and completely tell the story of our 
nation’s history. 

I strongly urge the passage of this amend-
ment and the en bloc. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF EVELYN SOMMERS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in honoring the life and legacy of Evelyn 
Sommers, who passed away on August 25, 
2017. 

During her tenure as Executive Director of 
the District of Columbia Nurses Association 
from 1980 to 2002, Evelyn Sommers touched 
many lives. After obtaining a journalism de-
gree from the University of Texas at Austin, 
Ms. Sommers went on to obtain a Master of 
Business Administration from Southern Meth-
odist University. During that time, Ms. 
Sommers recognized her passion for helping 
others, which led her to the District of Colum-
bia Nurses Association. 

After Ms. Sommers retired from the District 
of Columbia Nurses Association, she went on 
to volunteer for the YWCA National Capitol 
Area in a number of leadership capacities, in-
cluding president, vice president, and as a 
member of the board of directors. Aside from 
her time spent as a volunteer with the YWCA, 
Ms. Sommers and her husband volunteered 
their time and talents to other organizations, 
such as the Mid-County United Food Bank, 
the Homeless Project Advisory Board and the 
Voluntary Action Center. Additionally, Ms. 
Sommers and her husband assisted with the 
construction of St. Bernard Secondary School 
in the village of South Kinangop, Kenya, after 
they had toured the country and fell in love 
with its culture. The school continues to grad-
uate many students and have a significant 
positive impact on the village and its sur-
rounding communities. 

Ms. Sommers leaves behind her husband of 
50 years, John Sommers; her brothers, Jack 
Dugan, Fred Sommers, Martin Sommers and 
James Sommers; and countless nieces and 
nephews, as well as their spouses. 

I ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in honoring the life and legacy of Evelyn 
Sommers and remembering her selfless dedi-
cation to others. 
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HONORING ZENNIE HERRING 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the honoree of the Molina Healthcare of 
Illinois’ 2017 Community Champions Awards 
Ceremony and Dinner, Zennie Herring. 

Zennie, who is from my hometown of Col-
linsville, has dedicated her life to improving 
the world around her. After retiring from her 
career as an elementary school teacher, 
Zennie volunteered at the Cahokia Mounds 
Visitor Center for 20 years. In addition, she 
served as director of the local Meals on 
Wheels program. 

She is also a remarkable and avid tailor. 
Zennie has sewn thousands of reversible 
dresses for her church’s mission team at 
Meadow Heights Baptist Church, and she has 
sent hundreds of her dresses abroad to little 
girls in Mexico and Haiti. She also sewed dog 
beds for the local shelter, dresses for chil-
dren’s toys, and lap robes and clothing protec-
tors for nursing home residents. 

The Community Champions Awards Cere-
mony and Dinner, created in honor of Molina 
Healthcare’s founder Dr. C. David Molina, 
brings together people whose civic and faith- 
based leadership, volunteerism, and public ad-
vocacy embody Dr. Molina’s legacy of service. 
There is no doubt that Zennie embodies the 
very spirit behind this award. 

I applaud Zennie Herring for her service to 
her community, and I would like to thank her 
for representing my constituents so wonder-
fully both in Illinois and abroad. 

f 

HONORING 2017 PRESIDENTIAL IN-
NOVATION AWARD FOR ENVI-
RONMENTAL EDUCATORS HON-
ORABLE MENTION RECIPIENT 
AMY SCHWARTZ 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Amy Schwartz for being named a 
2017 Presidential Innovation Award for Envi-
ronmental Educators (PIAEE) honorable men-
tion recipient. 

The PIAEE recognizes elementary school 
teachers who employ innovative approaches 
to environmental education and use the envi-
ronment as a context for learning for their stu-
dents. The PIAEE reviewed hundreds of appli-
cants for the award and selected only 12 re-
cipients, highlighting Ms. Schwartz’s unique 
qualifications. 

Representing Edison Middle School in 
Wheaton, Illinois, Ms. Schwartz coordinated a 
project in which student, faculty, parents and 
Wheaton Park District staff worked together to 
transform an area behind the Edison Middle 
School into a native tallgrass prairie. Students 
complemented this hands-on project with a 
field trip to Fermilab, a local physics labora-
tory, to learn more about energy and eco-
systems. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
please join me in recognizing Ms. Amy 

Schwartz for her outstanding service and con-
gratulate her being named a 2017 PIAEE hon-
orable mention recipient. 

f 

HONORING THE WORK OF THE 
WASTE NOT OC COALITION 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the notable contributions and mean-
ingful progress made by the Waste Not OC 
Coalition (WNOC) towards ending hunger in 
Orange County. 

Food insecurity is a serious public health 
issue. It is linked to malnutrition, obesity, and 
other negative health consequences. For chil-
dren, inconsistent food access can adversely 
affect their mental and physical development. 
Unfortunately, more than 300,000 Orange 
County residents—including one in five chil-
dren—experience food insecurity each month. 

A conversation between Orange County 
Public Health Officer Dr. Eric Handler and Or-
ange County Food Bank Director Mark Lowry 
concerning the disconnect between the food 
insecurity of residents and the food waste of 
local restaurants led to the creation of WNOC. 

Established in November 2012, as a public- 
private partnership, WNOC offers a simple yet 
innovative model for food recovery. WNOC fa-
cilitates the donation of wholesome surplus 
food from local restaurants, groceries, and 
other food-producing establishments to local 
pantries while reducing the amount of food 
waste destined for area landfills. 

WNOC does more than just redistribute 
food; the organization uses county health in-
spectors to educate operators about food do-
nation during routine inspections and uses 
food industry partners to safely and efficiently 
connect recoverable food sources with dis-
tribution agencies throughout the county. 
WNOC has facilitated a dual city-wide effort 
between Anaheim and Orange to identify food 
sources, partnered with community hospitals 
and clinics to implement a food insecurity 
screening tool, united with the Anaheim City 
School District to implement food recovery 
programs, and worked with local universities 
to establish campus pantries. 

WNOC partners are working with hundreds 
of Orange County facilities to address food in-
security. Through these collaborative efforts, 
the Coalition has successfully recovered over 
3,700 tons of excess food this year alone, or 
the equivalent of more than 6 million meals, to 
provide much needed sustenance to numer-
ous residents. WNOC performs a vital function 
within my district. In recognition of that signifi-
cant work, the National Association of City and 
County Officials named WNOC as a Model 
Practices Program in 2016. 

Sometimes hunger feels like too big of an 
issue to tackle, but WNOC is proving there is 
meaningful work we can all participate in. The 
organization’s work is remarkable not only for 
the strides they have made in Orange County, 
but also for the resources they provide for the 
greater community such as their willingness to 
work with any community interested in repli-
cating the Waste Not OC Coalition Model for 
food recovery to end hunger and reduce food 
waste. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I wish to ex-
press my sincere appreciation to the Waste 
Not OC Coalition for the profound impact it 
has had in our community these past five 
years and I look forward to its future contribu-
tions to Orange County. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BART FORSYTH 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Bart Forsyth, who re-
cently left Capitol Hill after serving in many ca-
pacities over the past 13 years. 

After graduating from Hofstra University and 
receiving his law degree from Washington and 
Lee School of Law, Bart began his career on 
Capitol Hill as a staff member on the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. He then went on to serve 
on the House Science Committee as inves-
tigative counsel, as my chief of staff on the 
Select Committee on Energy Independence 
and Global Warming, a staff member of the 
House Judiciary Committee, and as my chief 
of staff in my personal office. In the more than 
10 years I have known Bart, he has never lost 
sight of what brought him here—to solve prob-
lems and make a positive difference in peo-
ples’ lives. 

Bart’s extensive knowledge, foresight, and 
drive made him a force on Capitol Hill. He has 
championed a number of causes related to 
government surveillance, law enforcement, pri-
vacy and civil liberties, and European rela-
tions. In June, 2013 when it was revealed that 
the National Security Agency (NSA) had over-
stepped its authorities, he immediately began 
work on a legislative response that would 
eventually be known as USA Freedom Act. He 
also spearheaded work on the Judicial Re-
dress Act of 2016, which ensures data is pro-
tected in the strongest possible way with our 
privacy laws. His achievements have not gone 
unnoticed. Twice, Bart has been recognized 
by European leaders as one of the Hill’s top 
policy influencers. Additionally, he was admit-
ted into the prestigious U.S. Supreme Court 
bar in 2014. 

Too often, working long hours can take its 
toll on one’s personal life. Not so with Bart. 
Whether it was running marathons, competing 
in an Ironman competition, including qualifying 
for the world championship in Kona, Hawaii, or 
more importantly taking on the role of devoted 
husband and father, Bart continuously sought 
out new challenges and did so with strength 
and determination. 

Bart has been a true asset as a trusted ad-
visor, effective facilitator, and respected lead-
er. I’m thankful for his distinguished service 
and wish him, his wife Mindy, and daughter 
Triana, all the best as Bart begins this new 
chapter. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF 
SARKIS TATIGIAN 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
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in honoring Sarkis Tatigian, the longest serv-
ing federal civilian employee on record. 

Currently, Sarkis Tatigian serves as the As-
sociate Director of Small Business Programs 
for the Naval Sea Systems Command, the 
largest component of the U.S. Navy. While he 
was initially eligible for retirement in 1973, Mr. 
Tatigian has continued to provide decades of 
selfless service to our country. Mr. Tatigian 
began his naval career in 1942, when he en-
listed in the U.S. Navy as a Junior Inspector 
of Radio at the Naval Aircraft Factory. 
Throughout his time with the U.S. Navy, Mr. 
Tatigian has served multiple tours; served in 
various units within the U.S. Navy, such as the 
Navy Bureau of Ordnance Experimental Unit 
and the Bureau of Naval Weapons; and 
worked as a Small Business Analyst for the 
Bureau of Ordinance. In addition, Mr. Tatigian 
has received numerous awards, including the 
U.S. Navy Meritorious Civilian Award, and has 
also had an award named after him for his 
role in small business, the Sarkis Tatigian 
Small Business Award. 

On September 26, 2017, Mr. Tatigian will 
have served a total of 75 years of federal 
service. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in honoring the life and legacy 
of Sarkis Tatigian. 

f 

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CLIPPARD WILSON 
TAYLOR VETERANS OF FOREIGN 
WARS POST 3838 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Clippard Wilson Tay-
lor Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3838 of 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri on celebrating their 
75th anniversary of serving veterans and their 
families as well as the community. 

The Post was chartered on the 20th day of 
September, 1942 with 44 members. Since 
then, it has grown to be one of the largest 
VFW Posts in the state with a current mem-
bership of 590, a strong part of the 1.7 million 
members of the VFW and its Auxiliary nation-
ally. 

Post 3838 has been instrumental throughout 
the years fostering patriotism in many ways 
which include teaching flag etiquette at local 
schools and supplying American flags to 
schools, churches, and parks. The Post shows 
great comradery amongst their war veterans 
and strives to assist fellow veterans in need. 
The members have lobbied successfully for 
legislation to provide care to veterans and 
funding for the military. 

Throughout their years of service, the mem-
bers of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
3838 have remained loyal and dedicated to 
their organization, their country, their mem-
bers, and the community. Therefore, it is my 
privilege and honor to recognize the Clippard 
Wilson Taylor VFW Post 3838 on celebrating 
their 75th anniversary before the U.S. House 
of Representatives. 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF MARLAN WALDROP 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
member and honor a beloved public servant, 
Marlan Waldrop. After a long and valiant battle 
with cancer, she is now at peace. Ms. 
Waldrop served for the last three years as the 
Director of the Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion, Houston Regional Office. As Director of 
the Houston Regional Office, Marlan was re-
sponsible for administering approximately two 
hundred nineteen million dollars each month in 
federal benefits to nearly eight hundred thou-
sand veterans and their families living in nine-
ty South Texas Counties, Mexico, Central 
America, South America, and the Caribbean. 

Ms. Waldrop began her VA service in De-
cember 1990 as a Veterans Service Rep-
resentative in the Education Division of the At-
lanta Regional Processing Office. During her 
twenty-seven years of VA service, Marlan 
served in numerous leadership roles including: 
Instructor for the Challenge 2001 veteran serv-
ice representative training, Assistant Deputy 
Director of the Tiger Team in Cleveland, Ohio 
(2004–2005), Louisville Veterans Service Cen-
ter Manager (2005–2007), Assistant Director 
of the Montgomery VA Regional Office (2007– 
2011), and as Director of the San Juan VA 
Regional Office (2011–2014). 

Ms. Waldrop came to work for the VA be-
cause she needed a job, but found a career 
that allowed her to help improve the lives of 
our nation’s veterans. She empowered her 
staff ‘‘to do what is right for the veteran’’ and 
to make the VA a welcoming place. She en-
sured that her outreach team was accessible 
to veterans beyond the walls of a VA facility. 
Marlan is survived by her son, Josh, six hun-
dred sixty dedicated employees at the Hous-
ton VA Regional Office, and family and 
friends. 

On behalf of a grateful nation and the tens 
of thousands of veterans whose lives were 
better because of her work on their behalf, I 
rise to remember Ms. Waldrop and her many 
years of devoted service to our nation’s vet-
erans. 

f 

JANYA RAM EARNS GIRL SCOUT 
GOLD AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Janya Ram of Sugar Land, TX, 
for earning her Girl Scout Gold Award. 

The Gold Award is the highest achievement 
a Girl Scout can earn. To earn this distin-
guished award, Janya had to spend at least 
80 hours developing and executing a project 
that would benefit the community and have a 
long-term impact on girls as well. For her Gold 
award project, she taught self-defense work-
shops at the Boys and Girls Club in Stafford. 
Janya wanted to take the skills she learned in 
her karate classes and help girls in her com-
munity protect themselves in unsafe situations. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Janya Ram for earning her Girl Scout Gold 
Award. We are confident she will have contin-
ued success in her future endeavors. We are 
very proud. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, due to my 
need to be back in my district to help my com-
munity prepare for Hurricane Irma, I was un-
able to be present for Roll Call Votes 467 
through 484. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
NAY on Roll Call No. 467; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 468; NAY on Roll Call No. 469; NAY on 
Roll Call No. 470; NAY on Roll Call No. 471; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 472; NAY on Roll Call 
No. 473; YEA on Roll Call No. 474; NAY on 
Roll Call No. 475; NAY on Roll Call No. 476; 
NAY on Roll Call No. 477; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 478; YEA on Roll Call No. 479; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 480; NAY on Roll Call No. 481; 
NAY on Roll Call No. 482; NAY on Roll Call 
No. 483; and YEA on Roll Call No. 484. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I unfortu-
nately missed one vote during a vote series 
on September 8, 2017. Had I been present, I 
would have voted: No on Roll Call No. 484, on 
the Pearce amendment (H. Amdt. 361) to the 
Make American Secure and Prosperous Ap-
propriations Act of 2018 (H.R. 3354). 

f 

SEPTEMBER 11TH 

HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, September 11, 
2001 was on a Tuesday. 

I remember watching the horrible destruc-
tion unfold, and thinking that the world would 
change for all of us. In those days and weeks 
after 9/11, Americans from the South Asian, 
Muslim, and Arab American community were 
subjected to hate crimes simply because of 
how they looked. Muslim students were pulled 
out of school because of fear for their safety, 
Sikh men were shot at for their turbans, and 
many of us were told to go home, back to our 
own country—even though America is our 
home. 

But in the wake of that destruction, I was 
part of forming powerful coalitions to fight 
against hate of all kinds and to protect our civil 
rights and civil liberties. 

As we reflect on the events of that day and 
honor first responders and those who lost their 
lives, let us also remember that America’s true 
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values are about equal rights for all, 
inclusivity, resilience, generosity and abun-
dance. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL 
IRENE TROWELL-HARRIS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing the achievements of Major Gen-
eral Irene Trowell-Harris, who is currently the 
assistant to the director of the Air National 
Guard (ANG) for human resources readiness 
in the District of Columbia. 

General Trowell-Harris began her career in 
public service in 1963 when she was commis-
sioned to the New York National Guard. In this 
role, she served in a number of positions, in-
cluding chief nurse, nurse administrator, flight 
nurse instructor and flight nurse examiner. In 
1986, she was appointed commander of the 
105th U.S. Air Force Clinic in New York, which 
made her the first nurse in ANG history to 
command a medical clinic. She then went on 
to serve as ANG advisor to the chief of the Air 
Force Nurse Corps and as ANG assistant to 
the director of medical readiness and nursing 
services in the Office of the Surgeon General 
at the United States Air Force headquarters in 
D.C. 

General Trowell-Harris grew up in South 
Carolina as one of 11 children, working on a 
cotton field alongside members of her family. 
However, she always had big dreams and 
knew that she was destined to achieve some-
thing great. As a result, once she graduated 
from high school, General Trowell-Harris went 
on to obtain a Bachelor of Arts in Health Edu-
cation from Jersey City State College in 1971. 
In 1973, she obtained her Master of Public 
Health from Yale University. But, General 
Trowell-Harris did not stop there—she went on 
to obtain a Doctor of Education in Health Edu-
cation from Columbia University in 1983. 

While General Trowell-Harris has completed 
her formal education, she continues to receive 
numerous degrees and honors for various 
achievements, including the Armed Forces Ex-
peditionary Medal, the Air Force Outstanding 
Unit Award and an honorary degree, Doctor of 
Humane Letters, from the Medical University 
of South Carolina. In addition, she is a mem-
ber of multiple organizations, including the 
American Nurses Association and the Aero-
space Medical Association, and was also the 
first woman in history to have a Tuskegee Air-
men, Inc. chapter named in her honor, the 
Major General Trowell-Harris Chapter, located 
in New York. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing the achieve-
ments of Major General Irene Trowell-Harris. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE RETIREMENT 
OF KEITH BADGETT 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 

retirement of Keith Badgett from the Anniston 
Army Depot on September 30, 2017 after over 
39 years of service. 

Keith has made contributions to four dif-
ferent installations/agencies throughout his 39 
year career. He served as Voucher Examiner 
Vendor Pay at Fort McClellan, Alabama, 
Voucher Examiner and Accounting Technician 
at the 81st Regional Support Command, as 
well as Accounting Technician, Management 
Accounting Analyst and Budget Analyst at An-
niston Army Depot. 

During his years of service, Keith has 
served as a role model for his co-workers. He 
has consistently demonstrated loyalty to his 
command and the Army during his employ-
ment. Keith is dedicated to the mission and 
displays a sense of duty in all accomplish-
ments. 

The retirement ceremony will take place on 
September 26th. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Keith on his retirement. 

f 

REMEMBERING JUDGE DICKSON 
PHILLIPS 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to honor one of North Carolina’s finest 
and most distinguished citizens, James 
Dickson Phillips, Jr., former Dean of the Law 
School of the University of North Carolina- 
Chapel Hill and former judge on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. Judge 
Phillips died at home in Chapel Hill on August 
27, at the age of 94. 

A native of Scotland County, North Carolina, 
Dickson Phillips attended the public schools of 
Laurinburg and then Davidson College, where 
his athletic, academic, and leadership abilities 
became evident. He joined the army upon 
graduation in 1943. He was commissioned a 
lieutenant in the 17th Airborne Division and 
led his platoon as part of Operation Varsity, 
the largest single-day airborne assault in his-
tory. He was badly wounded in a firefight with 
retreating Germans and was awarded a 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart for his service. 

Phillips enrolled in the UNC-Chapel Hill Law 
School after the war. He excelled as a student 
and in the practice of law and was invited to 
join the faculty in 1960. He was named Dean 
in 1964 and served for ten years. The present 
Dean, Martin Brinkley, describes him as one 
of the school’s greatest deans and a ‘‘trail-
blazer’’: 

By the fall of his second year as dean, total 
enrollment at the law school had more than 
doubled. The faculty also nearly doubled in 
size during his deanship. Dean Phillips hired 
Carolina Law’s first African-American visiting 
faculty member, Harry Groves, and its first full- 
time African-American member, Charles Daye. 
There was only one African-American student 
at the law school when Phillips became dean; 
by 1973, there were 23, along with two Native 
American and one Latino students. The ten 
women students who enrolled during his first 
year had swelled to 121 by the time he left. 

During his 10 years as dean, Phillips inau-
gurated the Holderness Moot court program 
and the McCall Teaching Award. Small section 

classes were instituted for first-year students, 
and the upper-class curriculum greatly ex-
panded. The first-ever clinical classes were 
sponsored. By far the largest fundraising effort 
in the law school’s history up to the time was 
successfully executed, while the 10-year North 
Carolina bar passage rate among Carolina 
Law graduates averaged 95.8 Percent. 

President Jimmy Carter in 1978 appointed 
Dickson Phillips to a seat on the Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, where he served until 
1994—the ‘‘greatest judge produced in North 
Carolina’’, in the judgment of former UNC Law 
School Dean Gene Nichol ‘‘since (eighteenth- 
century US Supreme Court Justice James) 
Iredell.’’ 

As was recalled in his obituary, ‘‘His role as 
an appellate judge brought together his great 
personal attributes of precision, clarity and 
wisdom along with a love of justice and mercy 
and a generous but realistic understanding of 
human nature and foibles . . . He brought 
both a long view of history and the particular 
experience of life in North Carolina of the De-
pression and post-war years to his decisions.’’ 

Judge Phillips’ major cases involved some 
of the most contentious issues of the day—mi-
nority voting rights, gerrymandering, and sex 
discrimination. In a series of decisions begin-
ning in 1982 with the Gingles case and con-
tinuing into the 1990s with the Shaw deci-
sions, he led three-judge federal panels in re-
jecting state legislative districting that diluted 
minority voting strength, and upholding as 
constitutional majority-minority congressional 
districting. These cases remain important in 
enabling African-Americans to achieve rep-
resentation in state legislatures and Congress. 
In the sex discrimination area, he dissented 
from the Fourth Circuit panel’s finding that the 
Virginia Military Institute (VMI) could constitu-
tionally provide a ‘‘separate but equal’’ pro-
gram for women, a position that the U.S. Su-
preme Court ultimately adopted. 

Over the years, Dickson Phillips served on 
many other fronts—as a trustee of Davidson 
College, a founding trustee of the NC Nature 
Conservatory, and first chairman of the state 
Ethics Commission. He and his wife Jean 
were faithful members of the University Pres-
byterian Church in Chapel Hill, where they 
both served in many leadership roles. 

I consider myself fortunate to have known 
Dickson Phillips late in his career—a man of 
great dignity, a source of wise counsel, always 
generous with words of encouragement and 
support. Stories abound of his great kindness, 
never too busy to relate to aspiring students, 
law clerks, and citizens of all walks of life. We 
grieve his loss with his family and friends, 
even as we express our gratitude for a life of 
great integrity and accomplishment, with posi-
tive consequences for those he touched, and 
for even more who may never know his name. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DONALD SYKES 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to my friend Donald ‘‘Don’’ Sykes. 
He was a sociologist and civil rights champion. 
He passed away peacefully, surrounded by his 
family on August 13, 2017. He was 80 years 
old. 
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Don Sykes was born in Chicago, Illinois, in 

1936, the second of eight children born to 
Rose Bolden and father Chester Sykes who 
died when Donald was three years old. He 
lived in Chicago public housing while growing 
up, but said he never felt impoverished. Don-
ald graduated from Wendell Phillips High 
School, and later taught at Phillips High 
School, while his younger siblings attended 
the school. He received a bachelor’s degree at 
Northern Illinois University and later received a 
master’s degree from the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee. 

In 1968, Donald became the Executive Di-
rector of the Social Development Commission 
(SDC) in Milwaukee and joined the war on 
poverty. He led SDC for the next two decades 
and during his tenure, the agency grew into 
Milwaukee County’s largest anti-poverty agen-
cy. I am proud to say that early in my career, 
I was employed by SDC in one of my first pro-
fessional positions. In 1993, Donald was ap-
pointed to serve as the director of the federal 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office of Community Relations for President 
Clinton; he served in Washington, DC for the 
next seven years developing nationwide wel-
fare and anti-poverty programs. In 2007, Don-
ald returned to Milwaukee to assume leader-
ship of the Milwaukee Area Workforce Invest-
ment Board (MWIB), known today as Employ 
Milwaukee—a public/private partnership that 
coordinates employment and training pro-
grams for adults and youth in Milwaukee 
County. He announced his retirement from 
MWIB in 2014, concluding a career of working 
on behalf of low-income people and the com-
munity as a whole. Donald was a gentleman 
who seldom spoke ill of anyone and who was 
open to considering differing viewpoints. 

Donald married Geraldine Kirksey in 1960 
and their union produced two sons, David and 
Dennis. In the 1970s, Donald and Gerri spon-
sored Trevor Knight, who became a beloved 
member of their family. He is survived by his 
wife Gerri, Sons David (Valerie), Dennis and 
Trevor (Laura); Grandchildren Travis (Susan), 
Ashley (Graham) and Tyler; Brothers Leonard 
and Clifton; Sisters Alberta and Patricia; 
Nieces Stephanie, Sharon, Jackie, Lisa, Sonja 
and Shamieka; Nephews Kenneth, Chris, 
Carleton; and numerous aunts, cousins, grand 
nieces and nephews. He leaves a strong leg-
acy of leadership for his children and grand-
children to model. 

Mr. Speaker, Don was my friend, and a val-
ued member of Milwaukee and the 4th Con-
gressional District. I urge you and my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives 
to join me in a salute to the late Donald 
Sykes. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DEBBIE 
WATROUS AND HER SERVICE TO 
NEW HAMPSHIRE HUMANITIES 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to offer my sincere grati-
tude for Debbie Watrous and her 24 remark-
able years of service to New Hampshire Hu-
manities. 

Debbie’s time and dedication to serve our 
state through this organization has been an in-

valuable contribution, and I congratulate and 
thank her on her tremendous work. 

During her time as Executive Director over 
the last 13 years, Debbie helped make public 
programming more accessible. Her work al-
lowed more Granite Staters to discover cul-
ture, history, and new ideas. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 
benefitted from Debbie’s work, I thank her for 
her many years of service to the Granite 
State. I wish her great joy and success at 
FoodCorps. 

f 

HONORING NATIONAL RECOVERY 
MONTH 2017 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support and recognition of National Recovery 
Month 2017. According to the Center for Be-
havioral Health Statistics and Quality’s 2015 
National Survey on Drug Use and Health, an 
estimated 20.8 million individuals aged 12 or 
older were classified with a substance use dis-
order, while approximately 43.4 million Ameri-
cans aged 18 or older had a diagnosed men-
tal illness in 2015. Moreover, in 2015, more 
than 8.1 million U.S. adults aged 18 or older 
had co-occurring mental health and substance 
use disorders. These disorders often require 
long-term, high-quality treatment and support 
services. 

Now in its 27th year, National Recovery 
Month is coordinated by the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services’ Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administra-
tion (SAMHSA) every September to increase 
awareness of the importance of behavioral 
health conditions and to highlight the achieve-
ments of those who have reclaimed their lives 
in recovery. National Recovery Month also af-
fords Americans the opportunity to leam more 
about effective prevention, treatment and re-
covery programs designed to assist those 
dealing with behavioral health challenges and 
to celebrate the dedicated service providers 
who make recovery possible. 

The theme for this year’s commemoration of 
National Recovery Month is ‘‘Join the Voices 
for Recovery: Strengthen Families and Com-
munities.’’ The 2017 theme was selected in 
order to highlight the critical role families and 
communities play in supporting individuals 
throughout the recovery process, as well as to 
encourage individuals in recovery, their family 
members and their support networks to stay 
the course by reflecting upon their shared ex-
periences, successes and achievements. I ap-
plaud this year’s National Recovery Month 
theme for incorporating the importance of fam-
ily and community resources in promoting a 
positive outcome. 

Here in the District of Columbia, there are 
thousands of women and men working day in 
and day out on behalf of community-based or-
ganizations, nonprofit/advocacy associations, 
health care providers and both local and fed-
eral government agencies to support residents 
who are in recovery from mental and/or sub-
stance use disorders. Entities such as the 
D.C. Department of Behavioral Health, Univer-
sity Legal Services, D.C. Superior Court Men-

tal Health Community Diversion Court, the 
Pretrial Services Agency for the District of Co-
lumbia and the Court Services and Offender 
Supervision Agency (CSOSA) all offer special-
ized programming and services to help those 
confronting behavioral health challenges. 

To mark this year’s commemoration of Na-
tional Recovery Month, CSOSA, along with 
other D.C. public safety partners, will sponsor 
a series of events, panel discussions and pro-
grams designed to increase awareness and 
understanding of mental and substance abuse 
disorders throughout the District and to pro-
mote people in recovery and those working in 
the field of recovery. For example, on Sep-
tember 12, 2017, CSOSA’s Reentry and Sanc-
tions Center will host an open house to edu-
cate the public about CSOSA’s treatment 
services, as well as to promote the ideals and 
theme of National Recovery Month 2017. 

With over 80 percent of CSOSA’s entering 
population self-reporting a history of substance 
abuse and approximately 40 percent reporting 
a diagnosed mental illness, CSOSA places a 
priority on providing quality programming and 
treatment services. CSOSA provides clients in 
need of treatment with a variety of services, 
including detox and short- and long-term resi-
dential and aftercare. In addition, CSOSA’s 
Reentry and Sanctions Center provides high- 
risk clients with intensive assessment and pre- 
treatment services as well as those with co- 
occurring substance use and behavioral health 
challenges. 

Mental and/or substance use disorders af-
fect all communities. Yet, with the proper pro-
fessional help, support and treatment, we 
know that people suffering from these dis-
orders can achieve healthy and productive 
lives in recovery. The annual commemoration 
of National Recovery Month is designed to 
celebrate the gains made by these individuals 
and to further educate the American public on 
the transformative nature of substance use 
treatment and mental health services. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me and the millions of other 
American voices of recovery this September in 
support of National Recovery Month 2017. 

f 

NATURAL DISASTERS AND THE 
FEDERAL RESPONSE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane 
Irma will both go down in history as two of the 
most costly and destructive hurricanes in 
United States history. Hurricane Harvey is 
thought to be the most powerful hurricane to 
hit Texas in more than 50 years. Countless in-
dividuals, homes, and businesses across the 
country have been left devastated in their 
wake. Initial estimates suggest that Hurricane 
Harvey and Hurricane Irma will have caused 
between $150 and $200 billion in damage to 
property, homes, and public infrastructure. 

These unprecedented storms have already 
set new records in severity and cost to our na-
tion as we begin to look toward recovery. A 
strong and coordinated federal, state, and 
local response is absolutely vital in these crit-
ical moments following the storm. More than 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:56 Sep 13, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A12SE8.028 E12SEPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1209 September 12, 2017 
two weeks since Hurricane Harvey first made 
landfall in Texas, we have witnessed incred-
ible cooperation among government agencies, 
individuals, charitable organizations, and oth-
ers who have played an important role in the 
response, recovery, and relief efforts that have 
taken place over these past few weeks. 

The intensity and frequency of these storms 
will only increase with time, as warmer oceans 
and extra heat in the atmosphere caused by 
climate change provide even more fuel for 
weather systems. Studies are already dem-
onstrating that storms are intensifying signifi-
cantly faster today than they did 25 years ago. 
Additional water vapor in the atmosphere is 
also leading to extreme precipitation. In fact, 
Hurricane Harvey brought more than 50 
inches of rainfall to the Texas Gulf Coast, rep-
resenting the greatest accumulation of rainfall 
ever recovered in the contiguous United 
States from a single tropical storm. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to be taking these 
natural disasters and the environment more 
seriously. The financial and social costs to our 
society of these natural disasters are tremen-
dous and the effects will only get worse. The 
role of the federal government in disaster re-
sponse is critical to our nation’s swift recovery. 
However, the level of coordination and re-
sources necessary to properly respond to 
these historic natural disasters will grow with 
time as bigger and stronger natural events 
occur. For now, we must focus on the recov-
ery at hand by assisting the victims and their 
families. Many survivors will remain unable to 
return to their homes for weeks, while others 
will be left cleaning up debris and other dam-
age for months ahead. The federal re-
sponse—and the compassion and help of oth-
ers—is more important now than ever before. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF OAKCREST 
SCHOOL’S NEW CAMPUS IN VI-
ENNA, VIRGINIA 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the grand opening of Oakcrest 
School’s new campus in Virginia’s 10th Con-
gressional District on Saturday, September 9th 
in Vienna, Virginia. Together with the opening, 
the first annual Inaugural Homecoming re-
united classmates, faculty and friends in cele-
bration of this wonderful expansion. Oakcrest 
is an independently-owned, all-girls school, 
grades 6 to 12, that develops strong young 
women of character, inspiring these individuals 
to challenge, lead, and serve others through 
an instilled faith. 

Founded in 1976 in Washington, D.C. with 
twenty-two students, Oakcrest has grown to 
serve over two-hundred-twenty-five young 

women, making each student well-rounded, 
through their mission to educate the whole 
person, in intellect, character, faith and leader-
ship. This new campus in Virginia’s 10th Con-
gressional District, will offer Oakcrest the abil-
ity to grow to 330 students and eventually 450 
students when they complete the second 
phase of campus construction. Currently this 
70,000 square foot building includes a three 
story Virginia manor house, housing two aca-
demic wings. Students will enjoy learning in 
the vibrant environments of the two science 
labs, two music rooms with acoustic treat-
ments, art room, and large library with a fire-
place and a media center. In addition, 
Oakcrest will continue to build their athletics 
program with a brand new natural grass and 
softball fields. 

Inspired by the teachings of the Catholic 
Church and the spirituality of Opus Dei, 
Oakcrest School develops deep love in faith 
and strong learning abilities, through a rich lib-
eral arts curriculum, character development, 
one-on-one mentoring and service to create 
an encouraging environment that graduates 
confident and courageous young women. I ap-
preciate the role your educators have held in 
shaping the future of our nation. While teach-
ing can be an arduous task, I know it comes 
with its share of fulfilling moments, both inside 
and outside the classroom, which now in-
cludes an annual school spirit Homecoming 
celebration. It is due to the tireless efforts of 
our educators that we are able to foster a 
positive and nurturing learning environment for 
our children, and this year, able to come to-
gether as an entire Oakcrest community in 
celebration of our past and future achieve-
ments. More than 1,200 friends, families, cur-
rent and former faculty and alumnae joined to 
celebrate this exciting chapter in Oakcrest’s 
history in bringing together the largest group 
of Oakcrest alumnae with over 120 graduates 
in attendance. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring the Head of School, Mary T. 
Ortiz and the entire faculty, student body and 
alumnae at Oakcrest School for opening their 
new campus and working to unite Virginia’s 
10th Congressional District through this life-
long sisterhood. I wish Oakcrest a joyous year 
in support of lifelong faith, friendships and 
learning. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 6, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 3354) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2018, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Chair, my amendment 
would prohibit funds from being used to imple-
ment a misguided and harmful rule from the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
regarding occupational exposure to respirable 
crystalline silica. 

This destructive rule was first proposed in 
2013 and significantly threatens jobs in a num-
ber of industries around the country including: 
construction, foundries, aggregates, oil and 
gas, brick manufacturers, maritime as well as 
several other industries. 

The limits set in this rule are simply unwork-
able, without extraordinary costs to both work-
ers and job creators in my district and manu-
facturing centers across America. We are talk-
ing about the loss of thousands upon thou-
sands of American jobs. 

Furthermore, even if these companies were 
able to meet this unreasonable requirement 
without putting hardworking Americans out of 
work, commercial laboratories have not been 
able to measure workplace silica levels with 
any accuracy or consistency making it nearly 
impossible for employers to determine if they 
are in compliance. 

We are in the midst of strong economic 
growth, but burdensome regulations like this 
threaten our economic well-being. In fact, the 
cost of compliance for the construction indus-
try alone has been estimated to be nearly $5 
billion per year. 

This rule’s impact on the Foundry industry 
would also be catastrophic. Independent anal-
yses show it would cost the industry $2.2 bil-
lion annually, which represents 9.9 percent of 
the industry’s revenue and an astounding 276 
percent of its profits. 

Another key industry that will suffer under 
this regulation is hydraulic fracturing which 
uses tremendous amounts of sand. The Amer-
ican energy sector has boomed in recent 
years—increasing economic prosperity and 
creating thousands of jobs across America. 
Hydraulic fracturing is also a major reason 
why our nation has become more energy inde-
pendent and allowed us to help our allies in 
Europe while countering countries such as 
Russia and Iran. 

The deadline for the construction industry to 
comply with this rule is September 23. 

We cannot stand by while another burden-
some and unworkable regulation is piled on 
job creators that are finally starting to see 
growth. We need to act now to protect Amer-
ican Jobs. I encourage you to join me in vot-
ing for this amendment to stop this job-de-
stroying rule. 
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