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HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT 
WILLIAM C. RYAN, JR. 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an American hero from New 
Jersey’s Fifth District, First Lieutenant William 
C. Ryan, Jr. Lieutenant Ryan served our coun-
try as an aviator in the Marine Corps during 
the Vietnam War. For his heroism in combat, 
Lieutenant Ryan was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and Purple Heart. Lieu-
tenant Ryan grew up in Bogota, New Jersey, 
and was an athlete and community leader at 
St. Cecilia’s High School. Nicknamed ‘‘Rhino’’ 
for his toughness and composure, Lieutenant 
Ryan was a stern fighter and devoted family 
man. ‘‘Billy,’’ as he was known to his friends, 
attended St. Francis College, where he met 
Judy, who would become his wife. 

Upon graduation, Billy answered the call to 
serve in the United States Marine Corps. His 
outstanding character, determination, and will-
ingness to serve his country, made him a nat-
ural fit for flight school where he trained to be-
come a Marine Aviator. While deployed in 
Vietnam, Lieutenant Ryan took on enemy fire 
and was once rescued in the South China 
Sea. On May 11, 1969, Lieutenant Ryan faced 
heavy enemy fire and was shot down again. 
He was pronounced dead on May 13, 1969. 

On the same day that her husband was 
downed by heavy fire, Judy packed her bags 
eagerly awaiting a planned vacation with her 
husband. Their son Michael was just a few 
hours shy of his first birthday. For forty-seven 
years, Lieutenant Ryan, who is a hero, never 
received the proper burial he deserved. In 
1990, investigators recovered Lieutenant 
Ryan’s aircraft seat from the crash landing, 
and decades later, investigators recovered his 
remains in January 2016, bringing much-need-
ed peace to his family. With the hero’s wel-
coming that the Ryan family deserved, Billy 
was laid to rest in Arlington National Ceme-
tery, on May 10, 2017. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the heroism of First Lieutenant William 
C. Ryan, Jr. and the Ryan family. His sac-
rifice, patriotism, and valor represent the best 
of New Jersey and our country. 

f 

COMMEMORATING 50 YEARS OF 
SOUTHWEST WISCONSIN TECH-
NICAL COLLEGE 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late Southwest Wisconsin Technical College 
for providing opportunities for success through 
education for 50 years. 

Before the first shovel of dirt was unearthed 
in a cornfield outside of Fennimore no one 
could have imagined what would someday 
stand there almost 50 years later; Wisconsin’s 
No. 1 and the nation’s No. 3 rated two-year 
college in 2017. 

Founded in 1967, Southwest Tech is lo-
cated in Fennimore, Wisconsin. Reflecting the 
job demand of the time, degree programs 
started with Auto-Tractor Mechanics and 
Welding programs, as well as Account Clerk 
and Clerk-Typists classes. As the economy 
changed, the college added degrees in Crimi-
nal Justice, Nursing, Physical Therapy Assist-
ant, Midwifery, Web and Graphic Design, and 
Network Specialist. 

The first graduation was in May 1969, with 
104 graduates representing six programs. The 
May 2017 graduation had 366 graduates rep-
resenting 41 programs. Southwest Tech has 
graduated 26,000 students in its history. 

Southwest Tech is also a major employer in 
Grant County employing 324 people and work-
ing with numerous businesses in a nine coun-
ty area. It is one of 16 two-year public open 
access institutions within the Wisconsin Tech-
nical College System. The college serves 
3,800 square miles including 30 school dis-
tricts in a five-county district of Crawford, 
Grant, Iowa, Lafayette, Richland and portions 
of Dane, Green, Sauk and Vernon Counties. 

The college is currently under the leadership 
of President, Dr. Jason Wood. The first presi-
dent of the college was Conrad Mayer, fol-
lowed by Ronald Anderson, Dr. Richard Rog-
ers, Dr. Karen Knox and Dr. Duane Ford. 

Now, in 2017, Southwest Tech is proud to 
celebrate the many ways the College’s mis-
sion and its graduates positively impact south-
west Wisconsin. Thousands of Southwest 
Tech employees, partners, and supporters de-
liver excellence to their students, businesses, 
and communities. Because of their tireless ef-
forts, they have forever changed the lives of 
those the college serves. Southwest Tech’s 
50th Anniversary is an exciting opportunity to 
reflect on the past, celebrate the present and 
move forward with a renewed dedication to 
students and southwest Wisconsin. 

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all 
the past and present faculty, staff, and stu-
dents on 50 years of valuable and skillful high-
er education. Thanks to the efforts of current 
administration and those that have come be-
fore, Southwest Tech will continue to lead the 
way into the future. 

f 

HONORING THE INDO-AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MUSEUM GALA IN 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ON SEP-
TEMBER 16TH 

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker, 
today I honor the Indo-American Heritage Mu-

seum in Chicago, Illinois as they celebrate 
their annual Gala. 

The Indo-American Heritage Museum, lo-
cated in the heart of Chicago’s Indian Amer-
ican commercial district, is an inclusive, com-
munity-based institution where visitors can 
better understand and experience the cultural, 
historic, and contemporary development of 
millions of Americans of Indian origin. 

The mission of the Indo-American Heritage 
Museum is to promote understanding of the 
heritage, culture and diversity of Indian Ameri-
cans, preserve their history and share their 
contributions to the fabric of American life. 
Since 1994, IAHM has collaborated with other 
institutions in Chicago, such as the Field Mu-
seum and the Chicago Opera, to promote In-
dian culture and heritage, and it has created 
hundreds of presentations for students at K– 
12 schools and universities. 

The 2017 Gala coincides with the showing 
of the Smithsonian’s Beyond Bollywood exhibit 
in partnership with the Field Museum. The ex-
hibition explores the heritage, daily experience 
and numerous, diverse contributions that In-
dian immigrants and Indian Americans have 
made to shaping the United States. 

Beyond the broader impact that IAHM has, 
it is also personal to me. I was raised to be 
proud of being American, and I make sure my 
children understand every day to be proud of 
the United States. At the same time as we 
embrace our identities, we never forget from 
where we and our families came. 

Today, India stands as a beacon for what 
can be achieved. Home to more than 1.3 bil-
lion people, India boasts the world’s largest 
middle class and one of the world’s biggest 
democracies. Meanwhile, India’s reach ex-
tends far beyond her borders. Today, there 
are five Indian-American members of Con-
gress including myself, and India has become 
one of the United States’ largest trading part-
ners. I see India’s cultural influence every day 
in the U.S. Capitol, and in my very own district 
in Illinois. 

I honor the Indo-American Heritage Museum 
as they celebrate their annual Gala. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNCONVENTIONAL 
RATIFICATION OF THE CON-
STITUTION’S 27TH AMENDMENT 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Gregory Watson of Texas’ 25th Con-
gressional District, and to recognize the 25th 
Anniversary this year of the unconventional 
ratification of the 27th Amendment to the Con-
stitution in 1992. And just days from now, 
September 17, 2017, will mark the 230th Anni-
versary of our Constitution’s drafting in Phila-
delphia during the year 1787. 

The 27th Amendment is brief and to the 
point: ‘‘No law, varying the compensation for 
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the services of the Senators and Representa-
tives, shall take effect, until an election of 
Representatives shall have intervened.’’ 

A decade prior to the irregular ratification of 
the 27th Amendment, one of my constituents, 
Gregory Watson, was a 19-year-old student at 
the University of Texas at Austin tasked with 
writing a term paper for a course in American 
Government. Through his research, Watson 
stumbled upon a still-pending proposed con-
stitutional amendment that the First Congress 
had offered in 1789, pursuant to Article V, to 
the State legislatures for ratification pertaining 
to the compensation of Members of Congress. 
Despite the intriguing nature and depth of re-
search of his paper, Watson earned a grade 
of ‘‘C’’ on it, and in the class overall. That 
grade stood for 35 years until May 2017 when 
the overall course grade was officially raised 
to an ‘‘A’’ by UT–Austin upon formal petition of 
Watson’s former professor. 

Unfazed at the time by the original low 
grade on his paper, Watson began in the 
Spring of 1982 reaching out to seek sponsor-
ship of the proposed constitutional amendment 
in state capitols across the United States. In 
1983, the Maine Legislature became Watson’s 
first success story. After that, in 1984, Colo-
rado’s lawmakers gave their approval at Wat-
son’s urging. And from that point forward— 
with Watson pressing every step of the way— 
the proposal’s momentum strengthened until it 
officially became the 27th Amendment to the 
Constitution on May 5, 1992, when the Ala-
bama Legislature approved it, just over 10 
years after Watson first learned of it. Later that 
month, both Houses of the 102nd Congress 
voted to accept the 27th Amendment’s unor-
thodox path to final ratification. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would say that the 
story of a determined student should serve as 
a reminder of how much influence average 
citizens can have if they will step up and get 
involved in the political process. 

f 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT FOR ALL 
ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of a bill I introduced earlier today: the 
Equal Employment for All Act. A companion 
bill was introduced in the Senate today by 
Senator ELIZABETH WARREN. 

According to a recent report, an increasing 
number of employers have been using credit 
reports, specifically consumer reports bearing 
on the consumer’s creditworthiness, credit 
standing or credit capacity, as part of their hir-
ing process. However, unless the job position 
involves significant financial responsibility, the 
use of a credit check for employment raises 
the obvious issue that a person’s credit history 
has little to do with his or her qualifications for 
a job. 

Far too often, employers turn down ‘‘credit 
challenged’’ applicants because they have er-
roneously linked credit scores to potential job 
performance. Even worse, the ‘‘credit chal-
lenged’’ have fallen victim to deceptive mar-
keting practices by credit report companies or 
credit counseling services that charge out-
landish fees that supposedly rehabilitate credit 
scores to help with employment. 

The Equal Employment for All Act would 
right this wrong by amending the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act to prohibit the use of consumer 
credit checks by employers as part of the hir-
ing or firing process unless the job involves 
national security, Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation clearance, or significant financial 
responsibility. 

With the passage of the Equal Employment 
for All Act, some of our most vulnerable, 
‘‘credit challenge’’ citizens including students, 
recent college graduates, low-income families, 
senior citizens, and minorities, would be given 
the opportunity to begin rebuilding their credit 
by obtaining a job. 

I also want to thank Senator WARREN for her 
leadership and partnership on this important 
piece of legislation. 

I urge my colleagues to help pass this bill. 
f 

IN HONOR OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE MON-
TEREY BAY NATIONAL MARINE 
SANCTUARY 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an important milestone in my district 
on the central coast of California. This week-
end will mark twenty-five years since the es-
tablishment of the Monterey Bay National Ma-
rine Sanctuary. Referred to by many as the 
Serengeti of the Sea, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration designated 
the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
in 1992. Twenty-five years later, thanks in 
large part to this designation, the central coast 
of California has become a vibrant inter-
national tourist destination. Millions of people 
from all over the world now travel to my dis-
trict to enjoy the pristine natural beauty of this 
Sanctuary, creating not only cherished memo-
ries for visitors, but also thousands of jobs for 
local residents Among these destinations is 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium, a world-re-
nowned aquarium where thousands of visitors 
every year learn about the rare and diverse 
ecosystems that thrive within the giant kelp 
forests of the Sanctuary. 

While several generations on the central 
coast of California have always known the 
Monterey Bay to be a place of protected nat-
ural beauty, a sanctuary designation was a 
long-delayed dream for many. While a Marine 
Sanctuaries Study Bill was first proposed in 
1967, it was not until the Marine Protection, 
Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 that 
the Environmental Protection Agency was au-
thorized by Congress to regulate commercial 
activities in offshore areas. Thus, Congress 
delegated power to the Executive Branch to 
create federally protected marine sanctuaries. 
Unfortunately, despite tireless local efforts to 
achieve this designation for the Monterey Bay, 
the Reagan administration dropped the area 
for consideration as a sanctuary in 1983. The 
Congressman at the time recalled recently that 
when he approached then- Interior Secretary 
James Watt to lobby for the designation, he 
pointed out a picture on the wall of the room 
of a beautiful coastline, using it as an example 
of the kinds of areas worthy of conservation. 
Secretary Watt allegedly replied, ‘‘Looks like a 
good place for an oil rig.’’ 

However, this did not stop the residents of 
the central coast from achieving their long- 
held dream. In 1988, Congress voted to re-au-
thorize the Sanctuaries Act, and the Monterey 
Bay was included in the bill as a proposed 
sanctuary. It was an important step, but much 
work remained to make certain that the Sanc-
tuary would be large enough to ensure the 
protection of the coastline from offshore oil 
drilling, and other practices that would harm 
the delicate ecosystem within the Monterey 
Bay. Finally, on September 18, 1992, Con-
gress authorized the designation of the Mon-
terey Bay National Marine Sanctuary through 
legislation proposed by Congressman Leon 
Panetta. My father has referred to this many 
times as one of his proudest moments, and it 
certainly stands as one of his greatest accom-
plishments. 

Of course, the thanks for the establishment 
of the Sanctuary should not go to just one 
man. Rather, it was the culmination of dec-
ades of tireless work by hundreds of citizens 
and public servants. Their determination pre-
served a living postcard to pass on to the fu-
ture generations. The endless hours dedicated 
to this monumental achievement stand as an 
enduring testament to what is possible when 
citizens take an active role in our democracy. 
When Americans put their minds to some-
thing, anything is possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in taking a moment to recognize the value of 
conserving areas like the Monterey Bay. Pre-
serving our nation’s natural beauty has a long 
and storied tradition spanning over a century, 
with champions from both political parties. Let 
us now, then, commit ourselves to the contin-
ued preservation of our nation’s public lands, 
now and forever. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ALLIANCE 
TO SAVE ENERGY ON ITS 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of the Alliance 
to Save Energy on its 40th Anniversary. 
Founded in 1977 following the oil embargo, 
the Alliance has been dedicated to improving 
the energy efficiency of the United States. It 
was established by Senators Charles Percy, a 
Republican from Illinois, and Hubert Hum-
phrey, a Democrat from Minnesota, reflecting 
the organization’s deep bipartisan roots and 
commitment to practical approaches to policy; 
a philosophy that guides the Alliance’s work 
today. 

The benefits of energy efficiency are broad. 
Not only does using less energy save money 
for American families and businesses on their 
utility bills, it allows our nation’s valuable re-
sources to last longer and produce more for 
our economy. When we can power our nation 
with domestic resources, we don’t have to rely 
on foreign sources and the risks that accom-
pany them. For this reason, energy efficiency 
and energy security are just as intricately 
linked as they were in 1977. 

Improving energy efficiency in federal build-
ings remains one of my top priorities, particu-
larly when it can be done through common- 
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sense, public-private partnerships and per-
formance contracts that save taxpayer funds. 
Each and every time the energy efficiency of 
a federal building is improved, the taxpayer 
wins. When the private sector is engaged and 
deploys its resources to make those improve-
ments, the taxpayer wins many times over. 
For this reason, I am proud of my work to sup-
port Energy Savings Performance Contracts 
(ESPCs) and Utility Energy Service Contracts 
(UESCs), including legislation I introduced 
along with my friend PETER WELCH of Vermont 
that would lead to more investments, better le-
verage of public funds, and greater savings. 
The Alliance endorses my bipartisan legisla-
tion and I am thankful for their support. 

Again, congratulations to the Alliance on 
reaching its 40th Anniversary. It is truly an 
honor to serve on this organization’s Honorary 
Board, along with my colleagues PETER 
WELCH of Vermont, MICHAEL BURGESS of 
Texas, DAVID MCKINLEY of West Virginia, 
DAVE REICHERT of Washington, and PAUL 
TONKO of New York, as well as several Senate 
colleagues. As a group, I believe we truly rep-
resent the diversity of opinions on energy 
issues in Congress, but we also represent the 
Alliance’s strong commitment to bipartisan-
ship. We’ve come a long way on federal en-
ergy efficiency policy, and I look forward to 
what can be accomplished over the next 40 
years. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM J. ‘‘BILL’’ 
HOWELL 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize William J. ‘‘Bill’’ Howell for 30 years 
of distinguished public service to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. 

Mr. Howell served in the Virginia General 
Assembly since 1988, and presided over the 
chamber as Speaker of the House of Dele-
gates since 2003. During his tenure, Speaker 
Howell championed the issues important to his 
constituents of Stafford and Fredericksburg 
and on behalf of all Virginians. As the second 
longest serving Speaker in the House of Dele-
gates, Mr. Howell embodied the characteristics 
of a true Virginia Statesmen. 

Among other issues, Mr. Howell will be re-
membered for reforming the Virginia Retire-
ment System and leading the first transpor-
tation funding overhaul in 27 years. Speaker 
Howell recognized the importance of the 
Chesapeake Bay and was a strong advocate 
for historical preservation and conservation ef-
forts. Under Speaker Howell, Virginia’s Rainy 
Day Fund is on track to exceed $1 billion by 
the end of the next budget cycle. In 2013, 
Speaker Howell was named ‘‘Legislator of the 
Year’’ by the Virginia Chamber of Commerce, 
and one of Governing Magazine’s 2013 Public 
Officials of the Year. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Speaker Bill Howell on his dedi-
cation to serving the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia and wishing him best wishes in his future 
endeavors. 

THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY AND 
GOVERNANCE IN LIBERIA 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
held a hearing on the future of democracy and 
governance in Liberia. Of the more than 50 
nations of Africa, the United States has the 
closest connection with the Republic of Libe-
ria. This is not only because Liberia was 
founded in 1847 by freedmen and former 
slaves from this country, but also because of 
the estimated 500,000 Liberians and Liberian 
descendants who live here. Many Liberians 
consider the United States the ‘‘mother coun-
try’’ even though it was never a U.S. colony. 
Liberian cities such as Monrovia and 
Buchanan were named for American presi-
dents. 

However, most Americans are largely un-
aware of the long link between the United 
States and Liberia and likely see Liberia as 
just another African country. Most Americans 
are unaware that Liberia has been a major 
U.S. ally since World War II and into the Cold 
War, hosting U.S. communications facilities in 
the 1960s and 1970s and receiving extensive 
U.S. development assistance, including post- 
war aid and post-Ebola aid to Liberia. The 
United States also helped Liberia build its 
criminal justice sector and supported transi-
tional justice efforts. 

The United States has funded just over a 
quarter of the cost of the United Nations Mis-
sion in Liberia (UNMIL), at a cost of $106 mil-
lion annually as of FY 2016. Liberia is also im-
plementing a $256.7 million, five-year MCC 
compact, signed in 2015, designed to increase 
access to reliable, affordable electricity and 
enhance the country’s poor road infrastructure. 
Bilateral State Department and U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID) assist-
ance totaled $91 million in FY2016. 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has made 
some advancement in democracy and govern-
ance during her two terms, following the des-
potic rule of Charles Taylor. During his term of 
office, Taylor was accused of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity as a result of his in-
volvement in the Sierra Leone civil war from 
1991 to 2002, but he also was responsible for 
serious human rights violations in Liberia. Tay-
lor was formally indicted by the Special Court 
for Sierra Leone in 2003. He resigned and 
went into exile in Nigeria. In 2006, then-newly 
elected President Sirleaf formally requested 
his extradition. He was detained by UN au-
thorities in Sierra Leone and then at the Peni-
tentiary Institution Haaglanden in The Hague, 
awaiting trial by the Special Court. He was 
found guilty in April 2012 of all eleven charges 
levied by the Special Court, including terror, 
murder and rape, and in May 2012, Taylor 
was sentenced to 50 years in prison. 

The United States occasionally arrested al-
leged perpetrators of civil war human rights 
abuses, often using immigration perjury 
charges as a vehicle for prosecution. One of 
them was Charles McArther Emmanuel, also 
known as Chuckie Taylor, the son of Charles 
Taylor. Raised in Florida, Emmanuel became 
the commander of the infamously violent Anti- 
Terrorist Unit, commonly known in Liberia as 
the ‘‘Demon Forces.’’ He is currently serving a 

97-year sentence back in Florida for his role in 
human rights violations carried out by the 
ATU. 

President Sirleaf was unable under the con-
stitution to run for a third term but unlike other 
African leaders, she did not push to change 
the constitution to allow a third term. We don’t 
yet know whether her successors can or will 
continue an upward trend. Most candidates for 
President have highlighted corruption, but 
these candidates have platforms that are light 
on policy specifics. Consequently, my sub-
committee’s hearing this week was intended to 
examine the prospects for democracy and 
governance in Liberia following the October 
elections. 

The United States is a key provider of tech-
nical assistance to Liberia’s National Election 
Commission, including an International Foun-
dation for Electoral Systems program, funded 
by USAID, and the U.N. Development Pro-
gram, backed by nearly $12 million in mostly 
European Union funding under a multifaceted 
project from 2015 to 2018. The Election Com-
mission also receives broader institutional ca-
pacity building support under a second $4 mil-
lion USAID-funded program, the Liberian Ad-
ministrative and System Strengthening. 

Our government has a significant invest-
ment in Liberia on several fronts. The future 
direction of this country is important to the 
United States. Therefore, we have a stake in 
the next Liberian government building on ad-
vances made in democracy and governance 
under the current government and must con-
tinue to provide assistance to that end and in-
sist on no backsliding as we see in far too 
many countries in Africa today. 

Most of all, there must be much more done 
to minimize the impact of corruption in Liberia, 
which not only robs the people of the benefits 
of their country’s resources and labor, but also 
discourages foreign investment that could pro-
vide a needed boost to development. 

October’s election will tell a lot about where 
Liberia is going, and we need to keep a close 
watch on developments in this important Afri-
can ally. 

f 

HONORING TOM DRAPER 

HON. LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to commemorate the remarkable 
life of Delaware icon, Thomas H. Draper. Tom 
grew up in Milton, Delaware and spent his 
summers at the Delaware beaches. Tom went 
on to college at Brown University where he 
excelled, not only by earning his spot as cap-
tain of the 1964 Brown Bears lacrosse team, 
but also by being named an All-American be-
fore eventually earning admission to the 
Brown University Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Tom returned to his home state of Delaware 
after college, moving back to Sussex County. 
He quickly purchased radio station WTHD and 
began his career in broadcasting. Tom would 
go on to purchase WBOC–TV in 1980 and 
helped build it into a broadcasting mainstay in 
‘‘The First State.’’ 

To know Tom, however, was to know that 
he was so much more than his career, impres-
sive as it was. Tom loved being outdoors and 
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spending time with his family. His four children 
and nine grandchildren were the light of his 
life, and what a life he led. Thomas Henry 
Draper passed away earlier this week at the 
age of 76, just a few weeks after he cele-
brated 50 years in broadcasting. We know that 
our little state had a place in Tom’s big heart 
and we know that the legacy that Tom leaves 
behind will make a mark on Delaware for gen-
erations to come. 

f 

HONORING ELIZABETH ‘‘LIBBY’’ 
HERLAND 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, each year half 
a million people visit the Eastern Massachu-
setts National Wildlife Refuge Complex, eight 
individual wildlife refuges that are home to 30 
miles of beautiful walking trails, canoe 
launches, treasured fishing spots, and peace-
ful scenic overlooks. Since 2003, Project 
Leader Elizabeth ‘‘Libby’’ Herland has been 
the steward of this 17,000-acre environmental 
jewel; a guardian of its remarkable landscape 
and a visionary who has helped protect six 
Federally-listed endangered and threatened 
species on eight refuges, which include many 
rivers and a portion of the ocean shore of 
Cape Cod. 

Upon Libby’s retirement on September 30, 
2017, the Fish and Wildlife Service will lose 
one of its most dedicated and passionate offi-
cials. However, Libby’s influence will remain 
visible and tangible for many years to come. 
Under Libby’s supervision, the eight refuges 
that make up the Eastern Massachusetts Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge Complex expanded out-
reach to urban areas, building on successful 
urban education programs in Lowell, Massa-
chusetts, and expanded visitor facilities. Libby 
oversaw the construction of the Assabet River 
National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center which 
hosts hundreds of school children year after 
year to learn about the natural wonders that 
surround them. 

Libby dedicated herself to a lifetime of pub-
lic service. During her 29-year career with the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Libby served in a 
myriad of positions across the organization, 
from managing the Wallkill River National 
Wildlife Refuge in Sussex County, New Jersey 
to the Regional Partners for Wildlife Coordi-
nator in Newton, Massachusetts. 

After working closely with Libby for many 
years, I am profoundly appreciative of her 
commitment to wildlife, education, and her 
many years of effective leadership. Libby’s vi-
sionary leadership will be missed across the 
East Coast of America. 

I extend my sincerest thanks and congratu-
lations to Libby on behalf of a grateful nation, 
and I am confident that even in retirement she 
will remain a steward of our environment. 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF 
FINNISH INDEPENDENCE 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as 
Co-Chair of the Congressional Friends of Fin-
land Caucus to extend a warm welcome to 
Finnish President Sauli Niinistö, who is visiting 
Minnesota to celebrate Finland’s upcoming 
100th Independence Day, and attending 
FinnFest, an annual festival celebrating Finn-
ish heritage and culture. FinnFest is held in 
cities across the U.S. and Canada, and this 
year Minnesota is especially honored to wel-
come the Finnish delegation in preparation for 
the 100th anniversary of Finland’s independ-
ence later this year. 

Minnesota is home to more than 60,000 
Finnish-Americans, and our state’s culture is 
enriched with many proud Finnish traditions 
and customs. Finnish Americans have estab-
lished many Minnesota cities including 
Hibbing, Mountain Iron, Tower, Eveleth, and 
Virginia. Today, Finnish Americans continue to 
contribute to our state as leaders of industry, 
education, and local government. 

It is truly an honor to represent so many 
proud Finnish-Americans in Congress, and to 
support our Nation’s warm diplomatic relation-
ship with Finland. Trade and tourism between 
our Nations continues to be mutually bene-
ficial, with thousands of American’s visiting 
Finland every year to experience Finnish cul-
ture firsthand, and explore Finland’s many his-
toric and beautiful sights. 

Thank you President Niinistö for visiting our 
state and helping us celebrate Finnish herit-
age and culture during this very special year 
for your great Nation. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE ALLIANCE TO 
SAVE ENERGY’S 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Alliance to Save Energy on 
reaching its 40th anniversary and recognize 
their tireless efforts to improve the energy effi-
ciency and increase the energy productivity of 
the United States. For four decades, the Alli-
ance has worked with members of the House 
and Senate, of both parties, and every Presi-
dent and administration to find common 
ground around the idea of ‘‘using less and 
doing more’’. The Alliance has contributed to 
every major and minor piece of legislation 
dealing with energy efficiency passed by Con-
gress and enacted into law since 1977. Simply 
put, without the Alliance, our economy would 
use more energy and do so less efficiently 
and productively. 

The Alliance is a national, not-for-profit, pub-
lic-policy organization that works on a bipar-
tisan basis with policymakers and with promi-
nent leaders in the fields of business, edu-
cation, the environment and sustainability, and 
consumer affairs. The Alliance focuses its ef-
forts on policies that promote the efficient use 

of energy throughout the world to benefit the 
economy, environment, and security of the 
United States. And to do so, it leverages its 
own network to cultivate coalitions that endure 
for years. 

Over the past 40 years, energy efficiency 
policies pursued and conservation measures 
taken by the United States have caused an-
nual energy consumption to decrease by more 
than 60 quads (quadrillion British thermal 
units) and saved American consumers and 
businesses $800 billion annually. And since 
the Alliance’s establishment by Senators 
Charles Percy of Illinois and Hubert Humphrey 
of Minnesota in 1977, the United States has 
doubled its energy productivity, which means 
that today our economy produces twice as 
much gross domestic product per each unit of 
energy consumed. That is staggering, espe-
cially when considering the myriad ways the 
energy sector has evolved and our own lives, 
behaviors, and habits have changed. 

Energy efficiency has enjoyed bipartisan 
support since the first policies were enacted in 
the wake of the oil crises of the 1970s. And 
much of that support hinges on the fact that 
energy efficiency is a reliable engine of job 
creation. Today, according to the United 
States Department of Energy, the energy effi-
ciency sector now employs 2.2 million Ameri-
cans. In Vermont, about 9,000 men and 
women are employed in the energy efficiency 
sector. Over half of this workforce is employed 
by small businesses. And in most cases, 
these are local jobs that are not readily ex-
ported or handled by workers overseas. 

For the past four years, I have been a mem-
ber of the Alliance’s Honorary Board. My in-
volvement in the Alliance’s work reflects my 
belief in the importance of federal energy effi-
ciency policy. It also lends me a platform to 
work with my colleagues to find bipartisan so-
lutions to many challenges facing our mod-
ern—and modernizing—energy sector. I am 
honored to serve on the Alliance’s Honorary 
Board along with colleagues Representatives 
MICHAEL BURGESS of Texas, ADAM KINZINGER 
of Illinois, DAVID MCKINLEY of West Virginia, 
DAVE REICHERT of Washington, and PAUL 
TONKO of New York. 

The Alliance should be proud of its first 40 
years. But the next 40 years will be even more 
important as we advance the energy efficiency 
policies we need to address the unprece-
dented challenge of global climate change. 
The Alliance and its diverse and committed 
coalition will be on the leading edge of what 
comes next in energy efficiency. It is my privi-
lege to be part of the Alliance’s efforts. Con-
gratulations to Alliance on its 40 years of 
achievements, and good luck for its future en-
deavors. 

f 

COMMENDING LAKE COUNTY VET-
ERANS AND FAMILY SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to rise today to commend the Lake County 
Veterans and Family Services Foundation 
(LCVFSF) and the important work they do 
throughout the Tenth District to support vet-
erans and their families. 
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LCVFSF plays a critical role in our commu-

nity by connecting veterans with each other 
and the resources they need, as well as edu-
cating and counseling families to support vet-
erans and service members. LCVFSF offers 
peer support and nurturing connections for 
veterans through programs such as the Cup- 
A-Joe coffee meetup, as well as close collabo-
ration with the Dryhootch Drop-in Center and 
Catholic Charities to help find jobs for vet-
erans. 

This year, LCVFSF and its innovative ap-
proach to wellness were recognized by the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) for their work, Fos-
tering Healing and Recovery through Connec-
tion. 

During this National Suicide Prevention 
Week, LCFSF deserves particular acknowl-
edgement. Every day in the United States, an 
average of 20 veterans die by suicide. Each of 
their deaths is a tragedy. We owe it to the fine 
men and women who served us, and who 
may still bear the physical and often invisible 
mental scars of that service, to support them 
after they retire the uniform. 

Later this month, LCVFSF is partnering with 
the Student Veterans Club of College of Lake 
County to lead a Ruck March to raise aware-
ness of the epidemic of veteran suicide. Par-
ticipants will march more than 20 kilometers 
from North Chicago to Grayslake in memory of 
the veterans lost every day to suicide. Many 
will walk with ruck sacks representing the 
symbolic weight carried by those who have 
fallen due to suicide and those who suffer 
from their loss. 

For all their efforts to improve the lives of 
our veteran community and address the trag-
edy of veteran suicide, I thank the staff, volun-
teers, and supporters of the Lake County Vet-
erans and Family Services. I wish them much 
success on the upcoming Ruck March and 
look forward to continuing to work with the 
Foundation in the days ahead. 

f 

HONORING NICHOLAS PAYTON 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, trumpeter and 
composer Nicholas Payton will be honored 
this year by the Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation at the Jazz Concert that will take 
place during the 47th Annual Legislative Con-
ference. Mr. Payton will perform at the concert 
with bassist Ben Williams, who will present his 
Protest Anthology. The concert will take place 
on Thursday, September 21, 2017, at the Wal-
ter E. Washington Convention Center, in 
Washington, DC. Mr. Payton will also receive 
the 2017 CBCF ALC Jazz Legacy Award for 
his contributions to jazz and world culture. To 
acquaint you with his accomplishments, I am 
pleased to share the following biographical in-
formation from Mr. Payton’s website. 

Like a master chef possessing a deft sense 
of proportion, taste and poetic flair, this for-
ward-looking heir to the traditions of New Orle-
ans blends an array of related musical food 
groups—Bebop, Swing, the Great American 

Songbook, New Orleans second-line, Mardi 
Gras Indian, Instrumental Soul, Rhythm-and- 
Blues, Urban, Hip-Hop, and various Afro-de-
scended dialects of Central America and the 
Caribbean—into a focused sound that is en-
tirely his own argot. 

On his latest recording Afro-Caribbean 
Mixtape, propelled by keyboardist Kevin Hays, 
bassist Vicente Archer, drummer Joe Dyson, 
percussionist Daniel Sadownick, and 
turntablist DJ Lady Fingaz, Payton seamlessly 
coalesces his interests, drawing on a global 
array of beats, melodies and harmonic con-
sciousness to serve his lifelong conviction that 
music is a process by which the practitioner 
uses notes and tones to map identity and tell 
a story. 

Payton states, ‘‘I’ve incorporated elements 
from all the things I’ve written and spoken 
about for years. It speaks to the moment politi-
cally in an overt way that my other albums 
don’t. On a musical-conceptual level, I think 
it’s my greatest work thus far.’’ 

Payton’s aspiration to reclaim and redefine 
Black American Music fundamentals is a fulfill-
ment of his birthright. He grew up across the 
street from Louis Armstrong Park, historically 
known as Congo Square, situated deep in the 
Treme, the neighborhood home base of many 
seminal New Orleans musicians and artists. In 
the 19th century, on Sundays only, enslaved 
Africans were allowed to gather in the public 
space of Congo Square to openly express Af-
rican culture through singing, dancing and the 
playing of drums. Payton’s mother, Maria, is a 
former operatic singer and a classically-trained 
pianist, who at 70, still performs in church; his 
father Walter, a bassist-sousaphonist and 
music educator was a mainstay on the Cres-
cent City music and recording scene. He 
would take his young son to gigs. He gifted 
Nicholas a trumpet when he was four. 

‘‘Our house became a rehearsal space for 
whatever band my father was in,’’ Payton re-
calls. ‘‘We had a big living room and a grand 
piano, and other instruments. Trumpet ap-
pealed to me most of all the instruments I saw 
around, and I got one for Christmas when I 
was four.’’ In just his childhood, Payton also 
became a proficient practitioner of tuba, trom-
bone, woodwinds, piano, bass and drums. Be-
fore the age of 9, he sat-in with the Young 
Tuxedo Brass Band, a unit formed at the turn 
of the century that specialized in traditional 
repertoire. By 11, he received his first steady 
gig in the All Star Brass Band, a group of 
peers led by Trombone Shorty’s oldest broth-
er, James Andrews, who were deeply influ-
enced by the rhythmic and harmonic exten-
sions of various bands. Mardi Gras Indian 
music was in his back yard, and he played no 
small number of rhythm-and-blues and hip-hop 
sessions. ‘‘I played all sorts of music,’’ Payton 
says. ‘‘I did everything.’’ 

As a small child, Payton took as role models 
the ‘‘kool kats’’ who attended his father’s wee- 
hours rehearsals: drummers James Black and 
Herlin Riley; saxophonists Fred Kemp and 
Earl Turbinton; trumpeter Clyde Kerr, Jr.; and 
pianists Ellis Marsalis and Professor Longhair. 

Not long after joining the All Star Brass 
Band, Payton started digging into his father’s 
record collection and came across Miles 
Davis’ Four and More, with George Coleman, 
Herbie Hancock, Ron Carter and Tony Wil-
liams. ‘‘I put on the second side first, and from 

the moment I heard Tony’s 8-bar intro on sock 
cymbal, I was like, ‘I want to play music for 
the rest of my life.’ I listened to that record 
every day, to the point where I learned all the 
solos. I wasn’t trying to transcribe them. I’d 
just listened to it so much that I learned all the 
music, every bassline, everything.’’ 

‘‘After that, I listened to Freddie Hubbard, 
Red Clay, and then I went to Clifford Brown. 
Then I went to Louis Armstrong, who I wasn’t 
really into at the time. Even though I was play-
ing in brass bands, I saw myself as doing 
something more modern. Wynton Marsalis and 
Terence Blanchard were my hometown he-
roes. I wanted to go to New York and play 
with Art Blakey, and do what they did. But 
Wynton told me, ‘All that stuff you’re checking 
out is cool, but you need to check out Pops.’ 
I was like, ‘Man, I don’t want to listen to that 
Uncle Tom music.’ I thought about the hand-
kerchiefs and bucking eyes, the things that 
were shameful and debilitating to Black peo-
ple, and I didn’t want any part of it. But 
through Wynton’s influence, I started inves-
tigating Armstrong, and found Pops was the 
catalyst for all of this other stuff that I love and 
listen to. I developed a simpatico.’’ 

On the strength of his New Orleans upbring-
ing and various concert appearances playing 
Armstrong repertoire on Jazz at Lincoln Cen-
ter engagements with Marsalis, Payton—who 
had already established bona fides as a con-
sequential modernist trumpet voice as a mem-
ber of Elvin Jones-led ensembles on various 
tours and albums (Youngblood, Going Home 
and It Don’t Mean A Thing)—was soon brand-
ed as ‘‘the second coming of Armstrong.’’ 

With the 2001 Armstrong homage, Dear 
Louis, Payton said ‘‘farewell to a perspective 
on playing music in terms of a repertory view 
of the masters,’’ and hello to the notion ‘‘that 
I would solely create music from my perspec-
tive as a young man in this world today.’’ That 
perspective, he adds, ties directly to his forma-
tive New Orleans experiences. 

In 2014, Payton changed the name of his 
label from BMF to Paytone and released a tril-
ogy of albums—Numbers, Letters, and Tex-
tures—that showcase the fruits of his decision 
a decade earlier to eschew the practice of 
writing tunes in favor of ‘‘creating moods, dis-
tilling the compositional element to its most 
essential thing.’’ He said: ‘‘If a melody comes 
into my head while walking through an airport, 
I’ll hum it into my Voice-Memo. If I dream a 
melody at night, I’ll walk to the keyboards in 
my bedroom and play it into my phone or re-
corder. I stockpile these ideas, and quite an 
accumulation of motific themes have built up.’’ 

Payton’s ability to infuse early 20th century 
repertoire with idiomatic authority and life force 
elicited a comment from the late trumpeter 
Adolphus ‘‘Doc’’ Cheatham, who shared band-
stands with the seminal pioneers of the 1920s 
and beyond, and was 91 when he recorded 
the Grammy-winning Doc Cheatham & Nich-
olas Payton in 1996. Doc described Payton, 
‘‘He is the greatest of the New Orleans-style 
trumpet players that I’ve ever heard. And 
every time I hear him, he sounds better and 
better. I haven’t heard anybody like him since 
Louis Armstrong.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Nicholas Payton is a living 
jazz treasure and I urge all members to join 
me in commending him for his magnificent 
contribution to American and world culture. 
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APPLAUDING UNANIMOUS PAS-

SAGE OF AMENDMENT TO PRE-
VENT FEDERAL FUNDING FROM 
GOING TO UNSAFE CHILD CARE 
CENTERS 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to the Chairman and Ranking Member of 
the Labor HHS Appropriations Subcommittee 
for accepting the amendment I introduced with 
Ranking Member BOBBY SCOTT earlier this 
week. My amendment would prevent the flow 
of Child Care Development Block Grants to 
any child care providers with a record of 
health and safety violations that have resulted 
in injury or death at their centers. This amend-
ment was drafted following the tragic death of 
five-year old Kamden Johnson at an unli-
censed daycare center in my home state of 
Alabama. 

For those of you who have not heard his 
story, Kamden Johnson died this August after 
being left in a hot daycare van at the pre-
school he was attending. His body was found 
later that day dumped at the side of the road. 

Kamden’s story is heartbreaking. First, be-
cause a young life was cut tragically short. 
Secondly, Kamden’s death was preventable. 
Due to a state exemption for religious affiliated 
daycare centers, Kamden’s daycare center 
was not subject to state oversight or inspec-
tions. As a matter of fact, the driver who was 
responsible for Kamden when he died had an 
extensive criminal record. 

Despite Kamden’s death, and despite the 
failure of Kamden’s daycare center to meet 
commonsense safety standards, the childcare 
provider and other unregulated childcare cen-
ters like it can be eligible today for federal 
grant funding. After one of their children was 
discovered dead by the side of the road, this 
daycare center can still receive Child Care De-
velopment Block Grants. 

On the opposite end of the spectrum, safe 
childcare centers which care for their children 
and are subject to regular inspection are 
struggling to make ends meet. Just this year, 
available slots at Head Start Programs were 
cut in four counties in my district. Each of the 
slots cut represent one more child who will not 
receive an early education, or who may be 
forced to attend an unlicensed daycare facility 
that puts their health and safety at risk. 

I am a believer that Congress should act to 
increase funding for Head Start and that fund-
ing early learning is one of the best invest-
ments we can make in our country’s future. 
But at a time when funding for early learning 
is limited, it is our responsibility to ensure that 
federal resources are going to the best pos-
sible daycares and preschools. 

As of last year, there were 943 daycare 
centers in Alabama exempt from basic licens-
ing standards. Over 30 Alabama legislators 
have come together to support a bipartisan bill 
extending licensing requirements to facilities 
currently exempt. 

Right now, we have an opportunity to en-
sure that not one more federal dollar goes to 
a daycare center like the one that Kamden 
died at. We have a chance for both parties to 
work together and ensure that federal dollars 
for early learning are headed to child care 

centers that parents can trust meet basic 
health and safety standards. 

My amendment is a commonsense fix fol-
lowing a tragedy that we cannot and should 
not allow to happen again. Kamden’s death 
this August was not the first child death at an 
unregulated daycare center in my state, and it 
will not be the last so long as we continue to 
fund centers that violate health and safety 
standards. For our children, for our parents, 
and for kids like Kamden, I know that we can 
and must do better. 

I am proud that Congress has taken a step 
in addressing this major oversight in the fund-
ing of our nation’s day care centers. 

There is nothing more important to me than 
seeing our children learn and grow, and that 
starts with making sure our resources for early 
learning are going to the right place. 

f 

REMEMBERING CHRISTOPHER 
PATTI 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the life of Christopher Patti, who served as the 
Chief Counsel for the University of California, 
Berkeley, and was a well-respected member 
of the East Bay community. Mr. Patti died as 
a result of a vehicle accident on August 27th. 

Mr. Patti graduated from Dartmouth College 
in 1980, before receiving his law degree from 
the University of Virginia in 1983, where he 
also served as the editor of the Virginia Law 
Review. 

After graduation, he clerked for Judge Frank 
M. Johnson, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 11th District, and later embarked on a 
career in litigation at Heller, Ehrman, White & 
McAuliffe in San Francisco. 

After a few years as a litigation attorney, Mr. 
Patti changed course and left private practice 
for public service. In 1990, he joined the Uni-
versity of California (UC) system, working as 
an attorney in the Office of the General Coun-
sel for the UC Office of the President from 
1990 through 2010. 

In 2010, he moved from the Office of the 
President to serve as the Chief Campus 
Counsel at the University’s flagship campus in 
Berkeley. Since his appointment to this posi-
tion, he distinguished himself by guiding the 
campus through very challenging times, and 
developed a reputation among his peers as 
someone who ‘‘represented the best of Berke-
ley’’. 

Mr. Patti’s commitment to public service and 
public education, and his career working to 
support the important mission that the Univer-
sity plays in the East Bay, and worldwide is 
certainly a testament to that fact. 

UC Berkeley Chancellor Carol Christ re-
called of Patti that he was ‘‘extraordinary . . . 
and he had a deep core of integrity that moti-
vated everything that he did’’. 

I am grateful for Christopher Patti’s service 
to the UC system, and the Berkeley campus 
in particular, and to the people of California. 
As a proud UC Berkeley alumna, I am tremen-
dously saddened by this significant loss to the 
campus community. 

Beyond his many professional accomplish-
ments, Mr. Patti was a loving husband, and fa-

ther who is survived by his wife, Jocelyn 
Larkin, and two sons, Vincent and Gabriel. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, I salute the life and service 
of Mr. Christopher Patti. I offer my sincere 
condolences to his family and friends, and the 
entire UC Berkeley community who are joined 
in grief at this incredible, and unfortunate loss. 

f 

HONORING ALBERTO GONZALES 

HON. DON BACON 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate Hispanic Heritage Month by hon-
oring a dedicated community leader from Ne-
braska’s Second Congressional District with 
an inspirational story. Alberto ‘‘Beto’’ 
Gonzales’ countless stories of overcoming ad-
versity and selfless contribution to the youth of 
our Hispanic community, serve as a shining 
example and model for current and future gen-
erations. 

Mr. Gonzales grew up in the Hispanic 
neighborhoods of South Omaha, where his fa-
ther worked in the thriving meat packing in-
dustry. His mother cared for him and his six 
brothers and sisters and was a positive influ-
ence in their lives. As a Christian, she also be-
lieved in the power of prayer in daily life. Un-
fortunately, Alberto fell into drugs, alcohol, and 
eventually depression and thoughts of suicide. 

By the time Beto was 11 years old he was 
already part of his first street gang and in 
1977, spent five days in jail for a knife fight 
where he was defending himself against sev-
eral male attackers. Had an observer not testi-
fied in his defense, he would have likely spent 
30 years or more in jail. 

At the age of 23, Alberto met a woman who 
would become one of his most influential men-
tors; Sister Joyce Englert with the Chicano 
Awareness Center in South Omaha. Through 
her efforts, Beto learned about Christ and was 
able to get off drugs permanently. His memo-
ries of his mother praying for him as a child 
helped him to make the positive life changes. 
As a result, Beto committed the rest of his life 
to helping young people overcome the obsta-
cles and influences of living in poverty, as well 
as the intense peer pressure from gangs. His 
commitment was sealed in a tattoo on his arm 
of the scripture found in Psalms 23:4. 

Alberto struggled with academics and barely 
made it through high school, but Sister Joyce 
was an instrumental part in helping him over-
come a learning disability, teaching him to 
read and write, and eventually convincing him 
to enroll at Metro Community College in 1983. 
He recalls being more scared to pick up a col-
lege book than a gun. Though Beto took 
longer than most to complete his Associates 
Degree in Chemical Dependency, his perse-
verance would pay off later in his professional 
career. 

As gang and drug activity exploded in South 
Omaha in the late ’80s and 90s, so did the op-
portunities for Beto to help endangered youth 
in that community. While most who work in 
this field burn out after seven years, Alberto 
has served in this area for more than 32 
years. Beto ran drug and alcohol treatment 
groups while doing extensive outreach with 
schools through the Chicano Awareness Cen-
ter. After that, Alberto served as a National 
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Crisis Hotline Counselor for Boystown and 
eventually became an Omaha Police Depart-
ment School Liaison, and Gang Prevention 
and Intervention Specialist where he still 
works today. Today Beto also develops and 
implements outreach programs for at-risk 
youth as a Youth Counselor for the South 
Omaha Boys and Girls Club. Through all 
these efforts, Alberto Gonzales has touched 
and changed the lives of hundreds, if not thou-
sands of youth in the Hispanic community. 

Mr. Gonzales’ outstanding accomplishments 
have earned him several prestigious awards 
including the Friedman Award for Excellence 
in Youth Mentoring, Nebraska Hispanic Man of 
the Year Award, Induction into the Omaha 
South High School Alumni Hall of Fame, and 
many others. Alberto has taught us all that 
how you start out in life is not as important as 
how you finish. He has taught us we can 
never give up on the youth in our community, 
no matter the darkness of their current situa-
tion or their past. 

Alberto gives credit to God, his mother who 
always prayed for him, his mentor Sister 
Joyce, and many of the educators and profes-
sionals who encouraged him along the way. 
He believes that showing unconditional posi-
tive regard and spending quality time with at- 
risk children can make a positive difference. 
He may not save every kid he encounters, but 
he believes in a philosophy that says, ‘‘If you 
plant a seed now, someone else might water 
and grow it later.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MERIDEN RECORD- 
JOURNAL 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Meriden Record-Jour-
nal on the 150th Anniversary of its inaugural 
publication. This paper has been a staple of 
the Meriden community for the past century 
and a half, and its leaders have played a cru-
cial role in informing the town. 

The Record-Journal traces its history to The 
Weekly Visitor newspaper first published in 
1867. In 1892, E.E. Smith, along with Thomas 
Warnock, acquired the paper and began a 
family legacy of running the local publication 
for four generations. Smith’s son, Wayne, suc-
ceeded his father as publisher, and following 
Wayne’s death in 1966, his stepson Carter 
White served as publisher until his retirement 
in 1988. What’s more, various members of the 
family worked as writers, editors, and man-
agers for the paper, contributing to the paper’s 
success. 

Though the Record-Journal has a long his-
tory in Meriden, its leaders have not been 
afraid to innovate and develop new practices 
to modernize the publication. RJ Media Group, 
which now publishes the paper, has been a 
leader in online, social media, and multimedia 
news in Connecticut. In fact, Editor & Pub-
lisher trade magazine named the Record-Jour-
nal as one of the ‘‘10 Newspapers That Do It 
Right’’ in March 2016, recognizing the hard 
work of the publication’s leadership to keep 
the paper relevant for today’s readers. 

Mr. Speaker, the Meriden Record-Journal 
has been an important community institution 

for a century and a half, connecting and in-
forming the town of Meriden. Therefore, it is 
fitting and proper that we honor it, and all the 
leaders who have ensured its success here 
today. 

f 

HONORING CHERYL JENNINGS 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of longtime Bay Area anchor and 
reporter Cheryl Jennings on the occasion of 
her recognition by the International Associa-
tion of Sufism with its Humanitarian Award on 
September 22, 2017. Ms. Jennings has dedi-
cated her entire career to spreading humanity 
throughout the Bay Area and across the world, 
and it is fitting for her to receive this honor. 

Born in Fort Benning, Georgia, to an Army 
family, Ms. Jennings lived in many places as 
a child around the U.S. and the world. This 
spurred in her a lifelong interest in travel and 
contributed to the development of her strong 
will, compassion, and strength. Ms. Jennings’ 
successful career in broadcasting includes 
many achievements, including nine Emmy 
awards, seven ‘‘Gracie’’ awards from the Alli-
ance of Women in Media, and many other 
honors and citations. 

Her work at ABC 7/KGO has included fright-
ening and memorable episodes. During the 
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake, for example, 
she was the sole reporter in the studio, relay-
ing critical information to a very scared public 
for hours. For this coverage, Ms. Jennings and 
her news team were awarded two of the high-
est broadcasting awards in the nation: the 
George Foster Peabody Award and the Radio- 
Television News Directors Association’s Ed-
ward R. Murrow award. 

In addition to her professional achieve-
ments, Ms. Jennings has volunteered her time 
to support numerous local charities and orga-
nizations over the years. For the past 15 
years, she has been a stalwart supporter of 
Roots for Peace and has traveled around the 
world promoting landmine removal for count-
less families and communities. From Camp 
Okizu for children with cancer, to Performing 
Stars of Marin, to Marin Abused Women’s 
Services, countless individuals and commu-
nities have been touched by her generosity 
and heart. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing 
deep appreciation for Cheryl Jennings’ human-
itarian contributions, and in sending her best 
wishes for many more years of exceptional 
service. 

f 

HONORING HALIFAX COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE ON THE OCCASION OF 
ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Halifax Community College located 
in my congressional district in Halifax County, 
North Carolina in the Town of Weldon as the 

institution celebrates its 50th Founders’ Day 
and installs its new president, Dr. Michael 
Elam. Since its inception 50 years ago, Halifax 
Community College has served as a corner-
stone of the Roanoke Valley region and has 
been a source of pride for the community. 

What would eventually become Halifax 
Community College was first called Halifax 
County Technical Institute and was chartered 
by the North Carolina General Assembly on 
September 7, 1967. Originally located on US 
Highway 301 in Halifax, the school, led by its 
first president Dr. Phillip W. Taylor, first 
opened its doors to students in February 
1968. The school remained in its original loca-
tion until 1977 when it relocated to its present 
location on NC Highway 158 in the Town of 
Weldon. 

Mr. Speaker, since its humble beginnings 
half a century ago, Halifax Community College 
has become known statewide for its innovative 
facilities and educational excellence in the Ro-
anoke Valley. The institution serves more than 
7,000 students each year and offers more 
than 40 academic programs that lead to certifi-
cates, diplomas and associate degrees. Hali-
fax Community College offers basic literacy 
skills, workforce and human resources devel-
opment, and continuing education programs. It 
is also home to the renowned 1,500-seat mul-
tipurpose theater called The Centre. 

The staff of Halifax Community College 
work in earnest each day to achieve the 
school’s mission ‘‘to meet the diverse needs of 
[the] community by providing high-quality, ac-
cessible and affordable education and serv-
ices for a rapidly changing and globally com-
petitive marketplace.’’ 

In recognition of its hard work and achieve-
ments, Halifax Community College has been 
the recipient of many prestigious awards in-
cluding the 2015 Southern Region Equity 
Award by the Association of Community Col-
lege Trustees; 2016 Advancing Diversity 
Award by the American Association of Com-
munity Colleges; 2016 Rural Community Col-
lege Alliance Innovator Award; and 2017 
American Association of Community Colleges 
Community College Safety, Planning, and 
Leadership Award. 

Mr. Speaker, Halifax Community College is 
a vibrant, student-oriented institution that con-
tinues to embrace student learning and suc-
cess as its top priorities. Under the visionary 
leadership of past presidents Dr. Phillip W. 
Taylor (1967–1988), Dr. Elton L. Newbern Jr. 
(1988–1998), Dr. Theodore H. Gasper Jr. 
(1998–2006), and Dr. Ervin V. Griffin Sr. 
(2006–2017), Halifax Community College has 
prospered and has transformed educational 
opportunities and outcomes for the Roanoke 
Valley. 

I have no doubt that Halifax Community Col-
lege’s new president, Dr. Michael Elam, will 
build on the work of those who came before 
him and will ably and skillfully lead the institu-
tion into the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the staff and students of Hali-
fax Community College, past and present, as 
they celebrate 50 years of excellence in edu-
cation. On behalf of the United States House 
of Representatives and the people of the First 
Congressional District of North Carolina, I wish 
Halifax Community College great success for 
the next 50 years and beyond. 
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RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES OF 

THE OFFICERS AND INSPECTOR 
GENERAL OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES WITH 25 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
HOUSE AND RECIPIENTS OF THE 
HOUSE EMPLOYEE EXCELLENCE 
AWARD AND THE OFFICERS’ AND 
INSPECTORS GENERAL’S TEAM 
PLAYER AWARD 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, today, Ranking 
Member ROBERT BRADY and I wish to recog-
nize the exceptional employees of the Officers 
(Clerk of the House, Sergeant at Arms, and 
Chief Administrative Officer) and the Inspector 
General of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
and congratulate those who have reached the 
milestone of 25 years of service to the U.S. 
House of Representatives, as well as the re-
cipients of the House Employee Excellence 
Award and the Officers’ and Inspector Gen-
eral’s Team Player Award. 

The House’s most important asset is its re-
markable and steadfast employees, whose 
work is essential to keeping the operations 
and services of the House running efficiently 
and effectively. The employees we acknowl-
edge today are commended for their hard 
work, dedication, professionalism, and team-
work; support of House Members, their staffs, 
and their constituents, and for their contribu-
tions day-in and day-out to the overall oper-
ations of the House. These employees, whose 
work is often performed behind the scenes, 
possess a wide range of responsibilities and 
skills that support the legislative process, en-
sure the security of this great institution, main-
tain our technology and service infrastructure, 
and contribute to more efficient and productive 
House support operations. These dedicated 
employees have accomplished many great 
things in a diverse range of activities, and the 
House of Representatives, its Members, staff, 
and the American public are better served be-
cause of them. 

We recognize and honor the individuals 
named below for 25 years of loyal service to 
the House. Collectively, the employees listed 
below have provided 350 years of service to 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Lisa Alvey, Office of the Chief Administrative 
Officer; 

Kevin Brennan, Office of the Sergeant at 
Arms; 

William Crudup III, Office of the Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer; 

Sharon Ellis-Gregg, Office of the Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer; 

John Hodges, Office of the Chief Adminis-
trative Officer; 

Derek Johann, Office of the Chief Adminis-
trative Officer; 

William Michalek, Office of the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer; 

Louis Miller Jr., Office of the Chief Adminis-
trative Officer; 

Michael Modica, Office of the Chief Adminis-
trative Officer; 

Christopher Naughton, Office of the Chief 
Administrative Officer; 

Todd Redlin, Office of the Chief Administra-
tive Officer; 

Ronald Simmons, Office of the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer; 

Tammy Taft, Office of the Clerk; 
Louis Williams Jr., Office of the Chief Ad-

ministrative Officer. 
We also recognize and congratulate the 

House employees receiving the House Em-
ployee Excellence Award. This award is merit 
based; given to one employee from each 
House Officer organization, and the Office of 
Inspector General. Selected employees exhib-
ited outstanding overall job performance and 
displayed a willingness to go above and be-
yond the requirements of their job for their or-
ganization throughout the last year. We honor 
the individuals named below for receiving this 
prestigious award. 

Steven Johnson, Office of Inspector Gen-
eral; 

Diana Rodriguez, Office of the Sergeant at 
Arms; 

Robert Rota Jr., Office of the Clerk; 
Angelisa Sarnowski, Office of the Chief Ad-

ministrative Officer. 
And finally, we recognize and congratulate 

the House employees being presented the 
Team Player Award. This award recognizes 
the value the House Officers and the Inspector 
General place on working collaboratively 
across House organizations to strengthen and 
protect the U.S. House of Representatives. 
These awardees have demonstrated a col-
laborative attitude, commitment to achieving 
team objectives, respect and support of their 
teammates, and dedication to the betterment 
of House operations. We honor the individuals 
named below for receiving this distinguished 
award. 

Kim Arenas, Office of the Sergeant at Arms; 
Karen McKinstry, Office of the Clerk; 
Joseph Picolla, Office of Inspector General; 
Timothy Wright, Office of the Chief Adminis-

trative Officer. 
On behalf of the entire House community, 

we offer our congratulations and once again 
acknowledge and thank these employees for 
their professionalism and commitment to the 
U.S. House of Representatives as a whole, 
and in particular to their respective House Offi-
cers, the Inspector General, and collabo-
ratively across these organizations. Their long 
hours, hard work, diverse skills, and team spir-
it are invaluable, and their years of unwaver-
ing service, dedication, and commitment to the 
House set an example for their colleagues and 
other employees who will follow in their foot-
steps. We celebrate our honorees, and we are 
proud to stand before you and the nation on 
their behalf to recognize the importance of 
their public service. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BETTER 
LIFE IN RECOVERY 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Better Life in Recovery, an organi-
zation located in Springfield, Missouri. Found-
ed by David Stoecker, this organization is a 
wonderful example of community service and 
is an inspiration to many across the state of 
Missouri. 

Better Life in Recovery has a mission that is 
twofold. Firstly, to foster dignity for those who 

struggle with substance abuse and mental 
health issues through performing community 
service. Secondly, the organization seeks to 
generate more public awareness of the dan-
gers of substance abuse, through the medium 
of educational presentations, media interviews 
and public safety announcements. 

On September 16 of this year the organiza-
tion will be hosting a fundraising race to ben-
efit recovery programs. It will begin at Rut-
ledge Wilson Farm in Springfield. The fact that 
the race is held in September is also very per-
tinent with regards to the Better Life in Recov-
ery’s mission as it is held during National Re-
covery Month. National Recovery Month runs 
through the month of September. The purpose 
of National Recovery Month is to raise aware-
ness and understanding of the various mental 
and substance use disorders some of our fel-
low Americans suffer from. It is also a month 
to celebrate those who have recovered from 
their addictions. 

Mr. Speaker, Better Life in Recovery is an 
inspirational organization that I am humbled to 
recognize today. I would like to extend my 
personal congratulations and admiration on 
their achievements and hard work over the 
years. On behalf of the 7th District of Missouri, 
I wish this great organization the best of luck 
in all of their future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VAL BUTLER DEMINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, my return to 
Washington this week was delayed by the im-
pacts of Hurricane Irma. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 485, NAY on Roll Call 
No. 486, and NAY on Roll Call No. 487. 

f 

INTRODUCTION TO ELECTORAL 
COLLEGE REFORM 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, the resolution 
I am introducing today expresses the sense of 
Congress that it and the states should con-
sider a constitutional amendment to reform the 
Electoral College and to establish a process 
for electing the President and Vice President 
by a national popular vote. The resolution also 
encourages the states to further their efforts to 
form an interstate compact to award their 
Electoral College votes to the national popular 
vote winner. 

This Sunday, September 17 is Constitution 
Day, marks the 230th anniversary of the Phila-
delphia Convention’s approval of the Constitu-
tion. We should rightly celebrate the day that 
the Framers endorsed the basic framework of 
our democratic system of government en-
shrined in our Nation’s governing charter. Yet, 
we should also use this day as an opportunity 
to reflect on the fact that the Constitution still 
retains the Electoral College, a fundamentally 
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anti-democratic process for electing our Na-
tion’s highest federal officeholders. 

On five occasions in our history, the Elec-
toral College has permitted the national pop-
ular vote winner to lose the presidential elec-
tion, including the most recent election, where 
Hillary Clinton won nearly 3 million more votes 
than Electoral College winner Donald Trump. 
This occurs because a presidential candidate 
needs only 270 electoral votes and 48 states 
award their electoral votes on a ‘‘winner-take- 
all’’ basis. As a result, the Electoral College 
creates perverse incentives for candidates that 
further distort the presidential campaign proc-
ess in undemocratic ways. 

For example, the Electoral College encour-
ages candidates to focus their campaign ef-
forts on only a handful of so-called swing 
states. During the last presidential campaign, 
for example, both major party candidates 
largely bypassed three of the four states with 
the largest populations and skipped cam-
paigning in 12 of the 13 smallest states as 
well. 

Additionally, the Electoral College is an 
anachronistic institution intended, in part, to 
protect the institution of slavery. According to 
Yale Law School Professor Akhil Reed Amar, 
who participated in a forum on Electoral Col-
lege reform sponsored by House Judiciary 
Committee Democrats last year, the Electoral 
College was established, in part, to preserve 
the political influence of slaveholding states. 
Although enslaved populations were not al-
lowed to vote, slave states insisted that three- 
fifths of enslaved persons be counted when 
determining a state’s representation in the 
House, which in turn affected the number of 
Electoral College votes allotted to the state. 

Given its history and undemocratic nature, it 
is clear that the Electoral College system must 
be replaced with a process that determines 
the election of the president and vice presi-
dent by a national popular vote. As such, Con-
gress and the States should consider a con-
stitutional amendment to reform the Electoral 
College. 

And, Congress should also encourage the 
States to reform the Electoral College through 
the formation of an interstate compact. Eleven 
states representing 165 electoral votes have 
already entered into an interstate compact to 
cast their electoral votes for the national pop-
ular vote winner. When enough states—rep-
resenting 270 electoral votes—join the com-
pact, the presidential election will essentially 
be determined by national popular vote, obvi-
ating the need for a constitutional amendment. 

In a democracy, no person’s vote should be 
worth more than any other person’s vote. Con-
gress should affirm its commitment to this es-
sential principle and definitively declare that 
the American people, not state-based Elec-
tors, should have the power to directly select 
the President and Vice President of the United 
States. 

f 

HONORING REV. DR. AMOS BROWN 
AND JANE BROWN 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the Reverend Dr. Amos Brown and Jane 

Brown, as they celebrate 40 years of service 
at the historic Third Baptist Church of San 
Francisco. 

Born on February 20, 1941 in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, Rev. Brown became a fighter for civil 
rights and social justice at an early age after 
being influenced by Emmitt Till’s murder and 
other examples of injustice in the Jim Crow 
South. 

As a student leader attending Jim Hill High 
School, he spoke out about segregation in 
public education, and was barred from serving 
as valedictorian despite being elected to that 
position by his schoolmates. 

His social activism led him to Morehouse 
College, where he was personally selected by 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to enroll in the only 
class that Dr. King taught during his life. After 
graduating from Morehouse, Rev. Brown dedi-
cated himself to the ministry and received his 
Masters of Divinity from Crozer Theological 
Seminary, and his Doctor of Ministry from the 
United Theological Seminary. 

In 1976, Rev. Brown and his wife Jane 
moved west when he accepted a position as 
the senior pastor of Third Baptist Church of 
San Francisco. In that position he was able to 
combine his passion for tending to the spiritual 
well-being of the community with his desire to 
promote social and community activism to ad-
dress the causes of injustice throughout soci-
ety. 

Under his guidance, Third Baptist has es-
tablished itself as a leader in addressing the 
physical needs of the community and built 
bridges to expand the reach of his congrega-
tion in helping those in need around the world. 

Third Baptist has led relief efforts in Africa, 
including sponsoring refugees and helped en-
able 80 children from Tanzania to receive 
heart surgery in the United States. 

Rev. Brown’s social activism also led him to 
many leadership positions outside of the min-
istry. He has served as the President of the 
San Francisco NAACP, and on the board of 
the national NAACP organization. He has also 
held elected positions as a San Francisco 
Community College Trustee and a member of 
the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. 

On a personal note, I have been honored to 
learn from and work alongside Rev. and Mrs. 
Brown. I am incredibly grateful for their sup-
port, and for the selfless example that they 
have set by living out the teachings of scrip-
ture in their everyday lives. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, I salute Reverend Dr. 
Amos Brown and Jane Brown for their 40 
years of service to the greater Bay Area, and 
beyond. The East Bay joins in celebrating the 
leadership that you have shown, and I look 
forward to many more years of working with 
them and Third Baptist. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HARVEST CHURCH OF 
GOD 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
100th Anniversary of Harvest Church of God 
in Anniston, Alabama. 

In 1916, J.B. Ellis walked through Gadsden, 
Alabama, and started the Alabama City 
Church of God, then moved on to Jackson-
ville, Alabama, and founded the Jacksonville 
Church of God. In 1917, in Anniston, Ala-
bama, he put up a tent in Zinn Park and start-
ed a revival meeting that resulted in church 
set in order as Anniston Church of God. 

Today those humble beginnings have re-
sulted in Harvest Church of God. The church 
has 1,750 members who worship in a $12 mil-
lion sanctuary, ministering to all of Northeast 
Alabama through multiple ministries. The 
church has also been a global television min-
istry for 20 of the 100 years. 

The present pastor, Bishop Jerry Irwin, was 
appointed Senior Pastor of the church in 1986 
and has begun his 32nd year of serving in the 
position. 

The 100 year celebration will take place at 
Harvest Church of God on September 17, 
2017. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the 100th Anniversary of Harvest Church of 
God. 

f 

SUMMER 2017 TRIP TO POLAND, 
LITHUANIA, AND ISRAEL 

HON. SCOTT TAYLOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD remarks on behalf of my constituent, 
Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman. Rabbi Zoberman 
is the Founding Rabbi of Congregation Beth 
Chaverim in Virginia Beach, Virginia. Born in 
Chu, Kazakhstan (USSR) in 1945, he is the 
son of Polish Holocaust Survivors. 

‘‘It was early Sunday morning and I was 
leaving the house on the way to preach at 
Eastern Shore Chapel Episcopal Church in 
Virginia Beach. I am, gratefully, this his-
toric church’s Honorary Senior Rabbi Schol-
ar. Having visited Poland, Lithuania, and 
Israel earlier this summer, I was eager to 
share my unsettling and transforming expe-
riences from the trip, experiences that still 
keep me up at night. My 97-year-old mom’s 
call from Haifa, Israel, 6,000 miles away, 
alarmed me. My indomitable mom, a Holo-
caust survivor from the Ukraine, worriedly 
uttered, ‘‘What’s happening in Virginia?’’ 
She was referring, of course, to the tragic 
events that unfolded in Charlottesville due 
to the neo-Nazi, white supremacist, and KKK 
(What an unholy alliance!) repulsive rally. 

That truly anti-American, vile anti-Se-
mitic rally resurrected history’s worst im-
ages which led to untold pain and loss. My 
mom’s keen conscience and life’s trying leg-
acy, prompted her to be deeply concerned 
about what transpires in America 2017. After 
all, she is a witness that hatred of the other, 
fueled by prejudice, bigotry and jealousy, 
can end up, as it did, in gas chambers and 
mass executions of millions. The presence of 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum in our nation’s capital is a poignant 
statement and a timely warning that democ-
racies, even our great one, are vulnerable in-
stitutions; that poisonous ideas and per-
nicious minds can undermine all that we so 
cherish. 
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Virginia and the entire United States are 

‘‘For Lovers’’ and not haters! Had the bless-
ings of our uniquely American interfaith re-
lations existed back then in Europe the mag-
nitude of the Holocaust would surely be di-
minished. It is high time to revisit our edu-
cational system to ensure our basic Amer-
ican values of democracy, diversity and de-
cency that have made America a leader, are 
taught on all levels lest the American dream 
becomes a nightmare. 

When I examined the Ayelet Tours’ June 
2017 advertised trip to Poland and Lithuania 
accompanied by Professor Natan Meir of 
Portland State University (what an added 
bonus to a pilgrimage of sacred witness!), I 
couldn’t but notice that my father’s home-
town of Zamosc in southeastern Poland was 
on the itinerary. My first exposure to Poland 
was at age six months old in 1946 when my 
family of Polish Holocaust survivors re-
turned home from Siberia and Kazakhstan 
(then USSR) where I was born. However, we 
left after only four months. Some 1500 Jews 
were murdered by Poles who begrudged our 
survival and eyed our properties. 

I visited Poland in February 1992 for a 
packed three-day trip sponsored by the Chi-
cago Board of Rabbis. I recall seeing the sign 
leading to Zamosc and my frustration of not 
going there. This time I was in Zamosc and 
I am still overtaken by breathing the same 
air generations of my ancestors breathed, 
loved and labored till the tragic onslaught of 
Nazi terror. Imagine my speechless elation 
at being in the restored Sephardic ‘‘Renais-
sance Synagogue’’ built in the early 17th 
century, the only such edifice in Poland, 
which officially opened on April 5, 2011 with 
Poland’s President Bronislaw Komorowski in 
attendance as Honorary Patron. 

After all, my great-grandma Dina Menzis 
Zoberman was a descendent of Spanish and 
Portuguese Jews whose industrial and com-
munal leadership in Zamosc was immense. 
Dina and her husband Rabbi Yaakov 
Zoberman perished in the Belzec death camp 
along with other family members and many 
of Zamosc’s 14,000 Jews. I led our 17-member 
group in the memorial kaddish prayer. Half 
a million entered this latest of the six major 
Nazi death camps to be cared for (the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee played a pivotal 
role) and only three survived at war’s end 
with two of them murdered following testi-
fying in court! 

Poland was the world center of Jewish life 
before WWII. Less than half a million Polish 
Jews survived out of 3.5 million, about half 
of the Holocaust’s six million victims. War-
saw, Poland’s capital has been rebuilt from 
its ruins and is now a thriving international 
metropolis. Its new Museum of the History 
of Polish Jews is called The Polin Museum. 
Polin is the Hebrew word for Poland meaning 
‘‘here we sleep and stay.’’ This state-of-the- 
art museum is promising testimony to the 
new Poland which is free from both Nazism 
and Communism, proudly acknowledging its 
1,000 years of Jewish life which contributed 
so much to Poland. It is significantly located 
next to the imposing Warsaw Ghetto Monu-
ment. How moved I was that after emerging 
from the breathtaking museum tour, the 
large IDF (Israel Defense Forces) annual del-
egation of ‘‘Witnesses in Uniform’’ conducted 
a memorial ceremony at the monument. It is 
an educational attempt to bond Israelis with 
past heroism and sacrifice. The servicemen 
and women also assist in cemetery work. We 
welcomed Shabbat at the Progressive syna-
gogue of Beit Warszawa and in the morning, 
we joined at the Orthodox Nozyk Synagogue, 
the only one that survived the war, and met 
there Poland’s Chief Rabbi who is American, 
Rabbi Michael Schudrich. We encountered 
Israeli tourists who took the 3 1/2-hour flight 
from Tel-Aviv to Warsaw on attractive 

‘‘deals’’ with also a shopping spree in mind. 
The Chopin piano recital by Anna Kubicz 
was an elegant touch of Polish culture. 

A memorable visit to Lodz with its remind-
ers of a great industrial past of Jewish input. 
The former large Litzmannstadt Ghetto, the 
last of Poland’s to be liquidated and second 
in size only to the Warsaw Ghetto, is a stark 
reminder of a tragic end. Controversial 
Chaim Rumkowski was the head of the 
Judenrat, the Jewish Council appointed by 
the Germans. In Lublin, we were at the once 
renowned Chachmei Lublin Yeshiva and the 
touching Brama Grozdka-NN Theater in the 
old Jewish quarter which preserves the rich 
Jewish past by very dedicated Gentile Poles. 
I’m still haunted by the photo of a Lublin 
Jewish boy who resembles by own grandson 
Danny, and the grim struggle and fate of the 
Jewish children and their helpless parents in 
the ghettos and camps. At the Majdanek 
death camp, the first major one to be liber-
ated by the Russians as part of the Allied 
Forces, I mentioned in Hebrew to a number 
of Israeli officers from the delegation that 
they arrived 70 plus years too late. They re-
sponded that there was then no State of 
Israel, ‘‘that’s the point’’ I retorted. Of the 
360,000 lost lives, there, 120,000 were Jewish. 

I was enchanted in Krakow by the largest 
Market Square in Europe, Wawel Castle, the 
Jagiellonian University with its Institute of 
Jewish Studies, the Cathedral which was 
home to Pope John Paul II and more. In the 
medieval Jewish Quarter of Kaziemierz there 
are restaurants offering Jewish dishes and 
Klezmer music in Yiddish and Hebrew by 
Poles who capture the Jewish spirit. I was 
moved by hundreds of American Jewish 
youth who celebrated Jewish life, connecting 
to both a glorious and painful past as they 
continued to Israel’s Jewish rebirth. Being in 
Oskar Schindler’s life-saving factory turned 
museum was an important reminder of those 
Righteous Gentiles who heroically stood by 
us. The Krakow JCC established with the aid 
of Prince Charles of England is uplifting in-
deed, and the instructive Galicia Jewish Mu-
seum where Professor Edyta Gaworn, its aca-
demic advisor, addressed us. The city is host 
to the famous annual Jewish Culture Fes-
tival. Visiting vast Auschwitz-Birkenau 
(symbol of evil’s essence) where the Nazi 
death machine claimed a million and one- 
half Jewish lives was an eerie experience of 
shock and numbness. How monstrously de-
ceptive is the infamous welcoming sign, 
‘‘Arbeit Macht Frei’’ (work makes you free). 

We witnessed the sites of once vibrant 
small Jewish communities in Poland’s pas-
toral countryside, and the creative and noble 
synagogues’ restoration as Jewish museums 
and cultural centers thou sadly without 
Jews; Sejny’s neo-Baroque synagogue is 
home to the Borderland Foundation dedi-
cated to Poland’s rich multi-cultural herit-
age that is Polish, Jewish, Lithuanian, 
Belaurussian and Russian; Tykocin’s 17th 
century Baroque synagogue; picturesque 
Sandomierz with its cathedral depicting a 
medieval blood-libel painting of rabbis sacri-
ficing a Christian baby for matza baking. 
However, following much Jewish protest 
there is a recently placed plaque testifying 
that the alleged never took place; Chmielnik 
with its uniquely renovated synagogue-mu-
seum, a bima encased in glass and memora-
bilia of a once flourishing community. 

Captivating Vilnius (Vilna), Lithuania’s 
capital, evokes memories of Jewish religious 
and cultural heights. We attended the burial 
place of the Vilna Gaon, delighted that one 
of our fellow travelers from New York had 
recently discovered he was a descendent of 
this great rabbi. We visited the former ghet-
to as well as the Ponar Forest where 70,000 
Jews were murdered, and the site of the fa-
mous escape tunnel dug by Jews who were 

ordered to burn the exhumed bodies. The 
calm forest belies the indescribable slaugh-
ter that should have shaken heaven and 
earth. Faina Kukliansky, Chair of Lithua-
nian Jewish Communities addressed us. At 
the Genocide Museum (a former KGB prison) 
we were exposed to the bloody brutalities of 
the Soviets toward Lithuanians in general 
along with mass deportations to Siberia, all 
regarded by Lithuania as genocidal policy. 
Lakeside Trakai, the medieval capital of 
Lithuania, offered us a respite, and we were 
enlightened at the Karaite museum, learning 
how this sect escaped Nazi persecution. 

We are grateful to The Foundation for the 
Preservation of Jewish Heritage in Poland 
for its remarkable initiatives and accom-
plishments! The observed signs of Jewish re-
newal are encouraging and heartwarming, 
but surely this amazing journey was bound 
to stir deep and mixed emotions. 

I continued by myself to Israel and how re-
warding it was to know that there is a wel-
coming Jewish state following unfathomable 
destruction! To top it all, the aircraft carrier 
USS H. W. Bush whose homeport is Norfolk 
arrived in Haifa, my hometown, with close to 
6,000 sailors and pilots aboard following 
bombing ISIS targets. It was the first Amer-
ican carrier to arrive in Israel in 17 years, 
spending July 4th in Israel. It was greeted 
enthusiastically, reaffirming the special 
bond between the two democratic allies. I 
fondly recall being present when a Torah 
Scroll (democracy’s foundation) originally 
from Germany was presented to this incred-
ible vessel, symbol of American freedom’s re-
solve.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF CNA 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge CNA in Arlington, Virginia, which is 
celebrating its 75th Anniversary of work in the 
public interest. CNA operates both the Center 
for Naval Analyses, which is the Federally 
Funded Research and Development Center 
for the Navy and Marine Corps, and the Insti-
tute for Public Research, which works for a 
variety of federal agencies including FEMA, 
Health and Human Services, the Coast Guard, 
and FAA. CNA was founded in 1942 at the re-
quest of the U.S. Navy by civilian scientists 
who left their positions at prestigious univer-
sities to help address the problem of U-boats 
sinking U.S. ships. In CNA’s rich history, CNA 
has: 

Served the U.S. Navy with scientific analysis 
throughout World War II, leading Admiral 
Jerauld Wright to conclude: ‘‘I believe that no 
group of comparable size contributed more to 
the successful conduct of our war effort.’’ 

Served the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps 
continuously for 75 years. The nonprofit orga-
nization in its service for the Navy and Marine 
Corps specializes in operations, weapons sys-
tems, logistics, manpower, training, policy, 
planning, special operations, and cyber war-
fare. 

Analysts who have accompanied U.S. 
troops in every war and major operation since 
World War II. CNA analyst Dr. Irving Shaknov 
made the supreme sacrifice in service of the 
nation when he was shot down during the Ko-
rean War while collecting data in a Marine 
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Corps fighter. He was posthumously awarded 
the Medal of Freedom. 

Analysts who have been injured or rescued 
from the water in the course of their service to 
the armed forces. 

Analysts who serve in war and peace as 
scientific advisors at the side of combat com-
manders on land, at sea, and in headquarters 
organizations like the Pentagon. 

Been a ‘‘go to’’ source of independent and 
objective advice that Congress relies upon. 
CNA has supplied analysis in response to 
congressional mandates for reports on Sea 
Based Air Platforms, the capacity of the na-
tional airspace system, Top Officials National 
Counter-Terrorism Exercises, detention pro-
grams for foreign detainees, the Afghan Na-
tional Security Forces, and U.S. counterter-
rorism against Al-Qaeda, among others. 

Provided research leadership. In support of 
the Gates Commission, CNA was instrumental 
in laying the analytical foundations for ending 
the draft and creating the all-volunteer military. 

Repeatedly demonstrated its independence 
and willingness to stand behind scientific anal-
ysis even when it has proven unpopular. Its 
work on success rate of Tomahawk cruise 
missiles in Operation Desert Storm and 
changes in Soviet naval strategy in the 1970s 
challenged conventional wisdom at the time. 

Provided field analytical support in response 
to humanitarian disasters in its service to the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, the 
Navy, and the Department of Health and 
Human Services. It has provided both real- 
time and after-action analysis for Hurricane 
Katrina, Hurricane Rita, the 2010 earthquake 
in Haiti, the 2011 earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan, Hurricane Sandy, and now, Hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma. 

I applaud CNA and its 75 years of public 
service, and urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting organizations like CNA that are 
committed to objectivity and data-driven solu-
tions to the nation’s problems. 

f 

HONORING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TOURO UNIVERSITY 
CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Touro University Cali-
fornia upon the occasion of its 20th Anniver-
sary of providing quality graduate and profes-
sional programs to its students. 

In 1997, Touro University California was es-
tablished in San Francisco, California as the 
Touro College of Osteopathic Medicine. Two 
years later, on May 27, 1999, the College relo-
cated to Mare Island in Vallejo, California. 
Today, Touro owns twenty-three historic build-
ings and structures on forty-four acres on 
Mare Island. They have grown to more than 
1,500 students enrolled in three fully accred-
ited colleges: the College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine, the College of Pharmacy and the College 
of Education and Health Sciences. 

Touro University California’s academics are 
student-centered and research oriented. The 
College of Osteopathic Medicine hosts ‘‘Re-
search Days’’ where students and faculty can 
share their research with our community. The 

Public Health program is using a one million 
dollar grant to research HIV prevention in 
high-risk populations with the KHANA Re-
search Center in Cambodia. US News and 
World Report has ranked Touro in the Top 10 
for placing graduates into primary care 
residencies for six consecutive years. 

Touro University California is dedicated to 
helping their students develop rewarding ca-
reers in community service. The business 
community in Solano County awarded Touro 
the Spirit of Solano Award for Community 
Service. In 2012, Touro partnered with Solano 
County Public Help, increasing access to three 
county clinics for more than 30,000 patients. 
In the past year, the student-run clinic, staffed 
by groups of Touro students and faculty, re-
corded 420 free patient visits and 1,300 volun-
teer hours at the clinic. 

Mr. Speaker, for the past twenty years 
Touro University California has offered a qual-
ity education to their students and many hours 
of service to our community. I am proud to 
have such an institution operating on Mare Is-
land. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we 
honor them here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE AMITY FIRE 
COMPANY 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize the Amity Fire Company for serving Berks 
County, PA since 1961. These men and 
women work tirelessly to ensure the safety of 
the community to which they belong. Since ex-
tinguishing their first fire in 1963, the Amity 
Fire Company continues to help local citizens 
who find themselves in harm’s way. 

The Amity Fire Company held its first social 
event in 1964. They sought to provide an op-
portunity for citizens to kindle relationships 
with their first responders. Since then, the fire 
company has become a pillar of stability in the 
area. They serve as a model for how an en-
gaged and proactive group of leaders can 
contribute to a community’s safety and wel-
fare. I commend the personnel of the Amity 
Fire Company for all their efforts and wish 
them another 56 years of success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on September 7, 2017 my vote 
on Roll Call 473 on Grijalva Amendment No. 
18 to H.R. 3354 was recorded as Nay, but I 
intended to vote Aye. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF DR. JAMES 
DURELL TUBERVILLE 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, it 
is with profound sadness that I rise today to 
recognize the life and dedicated service of one 
of the Lord’s most humble servants, Dr. 
James Durell Tuberville. He made it his life’s 
work to help others during difficult times, and 
he was a beacon of light and a towering figure 
in the life of countless many people, including 
my own family. His lasting influence on our 
community cannot be expressed enough. I am 
humbled to rise and pay tribute to his life, his 
resolved stewardship and unwavering commit-
ment to the people of Northwest Louisiana. 

James Durell Tuberville was born on Octo-
ber 25, 1958, in Shreveport, Louisiana and on 
Sunday, August 13, 2017, he left this world to 
be with our Lord. After graduating from 
Southwood High School in Shreveport, Dr. 
Tuberville continued his education at Grawood 
Christian School and Southwestern Assem-
blies of God College. He majored in pastoral 
ministry at Southwestern University and re-
ceived a master of arts in counseling from 
Louisiana Tech University. 

He did all things for the glory of God, and 
brought care and compassion to multitudes. 
Dr. Tuberville served his early ministry as a 
youth pastor in Luna and Natchitoches, Lou-
isiana. He later served as pastor of Bethel As-
sembly of God in Shreveport for more than II 
years, before becoming counselor on the pas-
toral staff at Shreveport Community Church, 
and president of Personal Solutions, Inc. He 
selflessly aided those suffering through some 
of the largest disasters of our lifetime, includ-
ing the horrific earthquake in Haiti, the Okla-
homa City bombing and the great tragedy on 
September 11, 2001. 

Known and loved by all, Dr. Tuberville also 
served selflessly as chaplain for the Caddo 
Parish Sherriff’s Office, Caddo Fire District 3, 
and as National Chaplain of the firefighters’ 
Brother’s Keepers Motorcycle Club. It is dif-
ficult to imagine our community without the 
larger-than-life, always encouraging presence 
of Dr. Tuberville. His legacy and example are 
an enduring lesson for all of us. We are com-
forted to know he has been received by the 
Lord with that ultimate affirmation, ‘‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, it is a privilege to honor Dr. James 
Durell Tuberville and to celebrate a life excep-
tionally well lived. My wife, Kelly, and I extend 
our prayers and sincerest condolences to his 
wife and soulmate, Susan, and two sons, 
Joshua Durell and Dustin Bruce, to the entire 
Tuberville family and all those whose lives 
were changed by this giant of a man. 

f 

HONORING DR. KENNETH J. AHLER 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great Hoosier, Dr. Kenneth J. Ahler 
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who passed away September 12, 2017. Not 
only was he a constituent in my district, but he 
was a great leader in the community. 

Dr. Ahler was born in Medaryville, Indiana in 
1940 and has been a resident of Rensselaer 
for over 47 years. He was raised in Pulaski 
County where he graduated as valedictorian 
from Medaryville High School. He attended St. 
Joseph’s College and graduated A.B. Magna 
Cum Laude in biology and valedictorian of his 
college class. He went on to attend Indiana 
University School of Medicine in Indianapolis 
and received his M.D. in 1966. After his intern-
ship and residency at St. Joseph Hospital in 
South Bend, Indiana, Dr. Ahler served in the 
United States Air Force Medical Corps. He 
was Chief of Out-Patient Services at Ellsworth 
Air Force Base in South Dakota. He returned 
to Indiana and married Mary Margaret 
O’Donnell and was a founding member of the 
Clinic of Family Medicine in Rensselaer. 

He was elected Jasper County Coroner in 
1973 and served for two terms. Throughout 
his professional career he served on numer-
ous medical organizations. He was a member 
of the St. Augustine Catholic Church in 
Rensselaer, the American Medical Associa-
tion, a distinguished member of the Indiana 
Medical Association, the Jasper County Med-
ical Society and more. He served the commu-
nity further as a member of the Rensselaer 
Rotary Club, Executive Council member and 
President of the Sagamore Council Boy 
Scouts of America, Chairman of the Jasper 
County Development Foundation, a 4th De-
gree Knight of Columbus, and he was award-
ed a Sagamore of the Wabash in 2004. 

Dr. Ahler and I had a shared love for St. Jo-
seph’s College. Although we served at dif-
ferent times, both of us served the college as 
members of the Board of Trustees. I fre-
quently heard from alumni about his affection 
for the students there and how they were al-
ways first in his mind when making decisions 
as a Trustee. It is no surprise to me that he 
was a favorite of those students for his dedi-
cation to his alma mater and those affiliated 
with the college. 

Dr. Ahler will join his beloved Mary Margaret 
in heaven, and leaves three children, thirteen 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild to 
carry on his legacy of service to Hoosiers. 
May Kenneth rest in peace, he will not be for-
gotten. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
HONORABLE JANE F. GARVEY 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate The Honorable 
Jane F. Garvey on being the recipient of The 
2017 L. Welch Pogue Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in Aviation. Over the course of 
her distinguished career, she has delivered 
decades of dedicated service in top leadership 
roles within both the public and private sec-
tors. 

Jane Garvey grew up in Western Massa-
chusetts. She graduated from Mount Saint 
Mary College in New York and then went on 
to attain her master’s degree from Mount Hol-
yoke College, where I served on the Board of 

Trustees for many years. Jane notably served 
as the fourteenth Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) from 1997 to 
2002. She was the first FAA Administrator to 
serve a full five-year term and also the first 
woman to lead the agency. She directed the 
FAA through the formidable events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001 with compassion, steady 
guidance, and assurance of mission. She also 
led the agency through Y2K preparation and 
implementation. Prior to this, Jane was Acting 
Administrator and Deputy Administrator of the 
Federal Highway Administration. She has also 
previously served as director of Boston’s 
Logan International Airport, as well as com-
missioner of the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Works. Currently, Jane is the North 
America Chairman of Meridiam, one of the 
largest investors of public-private partnerships 
in the U.S. She serves on several noteworthy 
boards, including the Bipartisan Policy Center 
and the United Airlines Supervisory Board. 
Jane also has the distinction of serving as 
Chairman of the FAA’s Management Advisory 
Council and the U.S. Department of Com-
merce’s Investment Advisory Council. 

Throughout her career, Jane Garvey has 
been recognized many times for her out-
standing leadership and public service. These 
awards include the National Air Transportation 
Association’s Distinguished Service Award, 
National Award of Excellence for Public Lead-
ers, Woman of the Year Award for Women in 
Transportation and Women in Politics, and the 
2017 Eno Transportation Foundation Lifetime 
Achievement Award to name just a few. Fur-
thermore, in 2003, she was honored as one of 
the 100 Heroes in Aviation History. 

Mr. Speaker, Jane Garvey is known for her 
deliberate collaboration and ability to bring 
stakeholders together. She is a person of out-
standing character and I would like to once 
again thank her not only for her exemplary 
leadership and service, but also for her contin-
ued dedication to educating and supporting 
young, inspired professionals in careers of 
aviation and transportation. I wish her all the 
best in her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING REV. DR. HAROLD 
MAYBERRY 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Reverend Dr. Harold R. Mayberry for his 50 
years of ministry in the African Methodist Epis-
copal Church and leadership in the City of 
Oakland as Senior Pastor of First AME, Oak-
land. 

Reverend Dr. Harold R. Mayberry was born 
in St. Louis, Missouri where he joined St. 
James African Methodist Church at the age of 
eleven. At the age of twelve, he confided in 
the church’s Senior Pastor that he believed he 
was called to the ministry. After being or-
dained a deacon at Wayman Temple AME 
Church and graduating from Wilberforce Uni-
versity, Pastor Mayberry studied at the oldest 
African American Seminary in the United 
States—Payne Theological Seminary in Wil-
berforce, Ohio. 

His first assignment, located in Wentzville, 
Missouri, was Grant Chapel AME. He later 

pastored in Richmond, California and Friend-
ship AME in Clarksdale, Mississippi. 

After being confronted with the gravity of 
southern racism in Greenville, Mississippi; 
Pastor Mayberry was assigned to Payne Me-
morial AME church in New Orleans, Louisiana 
and arrived with an understanding that he 
needed to be more than a pastoral leader. He 
believed he was called to become a guardian 
of the community. So, he chose to openly and 
vigorously address the social concerns within 
the City of New Orleans. 

Pastor Mayberry developed a friendship with 
the City of New Orleans’ Mayor, Mark Morial, 
who later appointed Rev. Mayberry to Chair-
person of the Police Chief Search Committee; 
Chairperson of the Human Relations Com-
mittee; and Chairperson of All Congregations 
Together. Pastor Mayberry was later elected 
to serve as a member of the City of New Orle-
ans School Board. 

In the fall of 1996, Rev. Dr. Harold R. 
Mayberry was appointed Senior Pastor of First 
AME, Oakland. Four years later, Pastor 
Mayberry was elected as a delegate to the 
2000 Democratic National Convention in Los 
Angeles, California; and in 2004, was elected 
to chair one of the most powerful committees 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Committee 
and was re-elected 2008, 2008, 2012 and 
2016. 

Rev. Dr. Mayberry has also served the City 
of Oakland as Chairperson of the Community 
Policing Advisory Commission, Member and 
later Chairperson of the City Service Commis-
sion, Member of the Oakland Police Chief’s 
Advisory Committee; and at my sponsorship, 
United States House of Representatives Guest 
Chaplain. 

I was incredibly proud and honored to wel-
come Rev. Mayberry to the House of Rep-
resentatives in 2003, where he delivered a 
very powerful prayer to open our session. 
Rev. Mayberry was the first pastor from my 
district to ever offer the opening prayer before 
a session of the House. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, I commend the service and 
leadership of Reverend Dr. Harold R. 
Mayberry. I offer my sincere gratitude to the 
reverend and the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church for their devoted service and social im-
pact in our American cities. 

f 

HONORING MAURO G. DEPASQUALE 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Mauro G. DePasquale. Mauro is 
a gifted filmmaker, singer, writer, and com-
poser who has put his creativity to work as the 
Executive Director of Worcester Cable Com-
munity Access TV, where he started as a vol-
unteer in 1990. Mauro has been a driving 
force behind the success of Worcester Cable 
Community Access TV, where he has used 
his platform to encourage community involve-
ment and educational programming. Mauro 
has produced over one thousand television 
shows, and hosted and produced music 
scores for many TV and documentary films. 
His work in television production has been 
recognized with a Pegasus TV award, a 
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TELLY award, and many other awards. 
Through WCCA, Mauro offers citizens of 
Worcester from all walks of life and opinions 
the chance to speak their mind and be heard. 

Mauro’s soft-spoken exterior gives way to 
lively piano and vocals when he performs with 
his popular musical combo Jazzed Up, which 
he started in 2012. For the past few years, 
Jazzed Up has performed at the Worcester 
Columbus Day Parade Grand Marshal Ban-
quet. Jazzed Up has been nominated Best 
Jazz Act at the Worcester Music Awards 
2012–2015, and in 2014, Worcester Living 
Magazine voted Jazzed Up Best Entertain-
ment group in Central Massachusetts. 

Mauro is proud of his Italian heritage. Like 
so many Americans, his family came to the 
United States in search of a better life. His 
own experiences—hearing of the oppression 
and prejudice faced by immigrants when they 
first arrived in the United States—have made 
Mauro a lifelong supporter of the underdog 
and a strong voice for community service in 
Worcester. Mauro has been a fierce advocate 
for preserving Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church. As President of the Mount Carmel 
Preservation Society, he has fought tirelessly 
to save the church, which has been an epi-
center for the Italian-American community in 
Worcester for nearly ninety years. 

But Mr. Speaker, I rise today not just to rec-
ognize Mauro’s public service, but to congratu-
late him on a new honor—on October 8, 2017 
Mauro will march down Shrewsbury Street as 
Grand Marshal of the 2017 Worcester Colum-
bus Day Parade. I join with all the residents of 
Worcester in thanking Mauro for his service to 
our community, and congratulating him on his 
selection as Grand Marshal of the 2017 
Worcester Columbus Day Parade. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE PAUL 
HALL CENTER FOR MARITIME 
TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to the Paul Hall Center for Maritime Train-
ing and Education, which is located in Mary-
land’s Fifth Congressional District. It is one of 
the leading schools for merchant mariners in 
the United States and a major contributor to 
the development and maintenance of our na-
tion’s proud maritime traditions. 

The Paul Hall Center, which was founded in 
1967 by late Seafarers International Union 
President Paul Hall, runs the leading training 
program for unlicensed merchant mariners in 
the United States today. It offers more U.S. 
Coast Guard-approved training courses than 
any other school in the nation and has trained 
tens of thousands of mariners since its found-
ing. The Paul Hall Center’s apprenticeship 
program, which is registered with the U.S. De-
partment of Labor, has been praised as one of 
the most effective apprenticeship programs in 
the country and was honored as an ‘‘Innovator 
and Trailblazer’’ by the Labor Department in 
2012. Today, the Paul Hall Center provides 
students a world-class education, preparing 
new merchant mariners to take their places on 
vessels sailing in both foreign and U.S.-flag 
fleets. 

It is critical that our country maintain a mer-
chant marine capable of transporting a large 
share of the seagoing commerce of the United 
States. The Paul Hall Center’s programs help 
ensure a sufficient number of well-trained, 
highly skilled merchant mariners to crew U.S.- 
flag vessels both for the privately owned mer-
chant marine and for U.S. government-oper-
ated fleets. 

To that end, I hope my colleagues will join 
me in recognizing the significant contributions 
that the Paul Hall Center for Maritime Training 
and Education has made to our economy, our 
homeland security, and our national defense 
through its support of the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine. I hope they will also join me in congratu-
lating the Paul Hall Center on reaching this fif-
tieth anniversary milestone. I’m proud to rep-
resent this wonderful institution in the United 
States Congress. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JIM 
WHELAN 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Jim Whelan, a friend, colleague, 
and accomplished public servant, who passed 
away Tuesday August 22nd at the age of 68 
at his home in Atlantic City, NJ. 

Jim was born in Philadelphia on November 
8, 1948. His academic and athletic career is 
nothing short of extraordinary. Jim became a 
nationally ranked distance swimmer while pur-
suing a B.A. in English at Temple University, 
later leading to his induction into the Temple 
University Athletic Hall of Fame in 1995 and 
the International Swimming Hall of Fame in 
1999. Always passionate about helping others, 
Jim went on to receive a Masters of Education 
at Temple University, taking a job as a teacher 
in the Atlantic City School District shortly 
thereafter. 

This was only the beginning of Jim’s lifelong 
dedication to public service in Atlantic City and 
New Jersey. In 1981, Jim was elected to his 
first seat in public office, as a member of the 
Atlantic City Council. In 1990, Jim was elected 
Mayor of Atlantic City in a landslide, a symbol 
of how beloved he had become in Atlantic 
City. Jim and I served together as Mayors in 
New Jersey for seven years. 

Jim was an outstanding Mayor, fighting tire-
lessly to revitalize Atlantic City. His work will 
surely be remembered for generations to 
come as crucial to the growth and develop-
ment of Atlantic City. Serving alongside him as 
a New Jersey Mayor was nothing short of an 
honor and a pleasure. An even greater pleas-
ure still was his consistent friendship and sup-
port. Throughout our years of friendship, I 
knew I could always count on Jim as a con-
fidant and for his measured, thoughtful per-
spective. 

As a Mayor, Jim focused his support on not 
just Atlantic City, but on legislation addressing 
the needs of all New Jersey Mayors and their 
Municipalities through his active service in the 
New Jersey Conference of Mayors. Eventu-
ally, he served as President of the New Jersey 
Conference of Mayors from 2000 to 2001. 
This only speaks to Jim’s consistent dedica-
tion to helping others in any way he can. His 

decade of outstanding service as Mayor led to 
Jim being recognized as the Mayor of the 
Year by the New Jersey Conference of May-
ors in 2001. 

After departing as Mayor of Atlantic City in 
2001, Jim returned to teaching. Only four 
years later, he was elected to the State As-
sembly of New Jersey. Two years after that, 
he was elected to the New Jersey Senate. Jim 
brought the very same traits that made him 
such a wonderful Mayor to legislating on be-
half of all of New Jersey. The New Jersey 
Conference of Mayors again recognized Jim in 
2009 as Legislator of the Year. 

After a life of service to Atlantic City and 
New Jersey, Jim’s honesty, dedication, love 
for his constituency, and kindness will be 
missed dearly. Jim is survived by his wife, 
Kathy, and their son Richard. Jim Whelan’s 
service and devotion to his wife Kathy and son 
Richard were remarkable in every way. He 
was truly an honorable man who made this 
place better. My sincerest condolences are 
with Kathy, Richard, Jim’s entire family, his 
staff and colleagues during this trying time. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Mr. Jim Whelan’s colleagues, family 
and friends, all those whose lives he has 
touched, and me, in recognizing Mr. Jim 
Whelan’s remarkable life of public service. 

f 

KENNETH SMITH 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Petty Officer Kenneth ‘‘Kenny’’ Aaron 
Smith of Cherry Hill, New Jersey for his serv-
ice to our nation. 

Petty Officer Smith was born in Jackson, 
Michigan in 1995 and moved to Chesapeake, 
Virginia at the age of 10. When he was a 
teenager, Petty Officer Smith moved to South 
Jersey with his father, a Petty Officer in the 
U.S. Navy Reserve. In 2013, he graduated 
from Cherry Hill High School–East, and fol-
lowed in his father’s and grandfather’s foot-
steps to join the U.S. Navy. As a third genera-
tion sailor, Petty Officer Smith was in his 
fourth year of serving. 

During his time in the Navy, Petty Officer 
Smith worked in radar technology and held the 
rank of Electronics Technician, 3rd class and 
was posthumously advanced to the rank of 
Electronics Technician 2nd Class. During his 
free time, he published science fiction writings 
through an online platform known as 
‘Wattpad.’ These writings were well liked by 
fans of the website. As an avid gamer, he also 
aspired to eventually pursue a career as a 
video game developer. 

Petty Officer Smith is remembered by those 
close to him as being adventurous, loyal and 
patriotic. During his time at sea, Petty Officer 
Smith’s ship had been to Australia and Japan, 
and he was looking forward to traveling to 
more places throughout the world. Petty Offi-
cer Smith was also known for his dedication to 
human rights, a love for animals and the abil-
ity to leave a positive mark on those he was 
acquainted with. 

Petty Officer Smith was a true American 
hero who sadly lost his life while serving in the 
United States Navy. His service and sacrifice 
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to our country will not be forgotten. Mr. Speak-
er, Petty Officer Kenneth Aaron Smith was a 
great American who exemplified the true 
meaning of patriotism. I ask you to join me in 
honoring the memory of this truly exceptional 
young man. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICH WELLS, VICE 
PRESIDENT AND SITE DIRECTOR 
OF MICHIGAN OPERATIONS FOR 
THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Rich Wells, Vice President 
and Site Director of Michigan Operations for 
The Dow Chemical Company, in recognition of 
his service and his many contributions to the 
Great Lakes Bay Region as he begins the 
next step of his journey as the Vice President 
of Texas Operations. 

An influential member of the community, 
Rich originally moved to Midland to work for 
Dow after he graduated from the South Da-
kota School of Mines and Technology. During 
his illustrious 34-year career, Rich has gone 
on to serve in several leadership roles within 
The Dow Chemical Company. Before his se-
lection as the Vice President and Site Director 
of Michigan Operations, Rich served as the 
Vice President for Global Government Affairs 
and Public Policy. 

During his tenure as Vice President and Site 
Director of Michigan Operations, Rich has 
benefitted the community in a variety of ways. 
He founded the Fast Start program, which has 
equipped in demand employees with the skills 
they need to be successful. He also has vol-
unteered and advocated for local organiza-
tions serving those in need, chairing Midland 
County’s United Way Campaign in 2016. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, I am honored today to recog-
nize Rich Wells for his service to The Dow 
Chemical Company and his contributions to 
the Great Lakes Bay Region. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
September 13, 2017, I missed a series of Roll 
Call votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: YEA on Roll Call votes 486, 487, 488, 
489, 492, 493, 497, 498, 507, 508, 509, 510, 
511, 512, 513, and 515. I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call votes 490, 491, 494, 495, 
496, 499, 500, 501, 502, 503, 504, 505, 506, 
and 514. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, on 
September 14, I was unavoidably detained off 

the House floor and was not present for Roll 
Call 528, the vote on final passage of H.R. 
3354. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘No.’’ As our nation comes together to help 
those affected by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, 
I am saddened that members of Congress 
were not given the opportunity to come to-
gether to provide all of the people of our coun-
try the support they need to meet the many 
challenges they face and to invest in their fu-
ture. This eight bill spending package was 
considered under a restrictive process that se-
verely limited the ability of members to influ-
ence the bill. I could not in good conscience 
vote for this bill because it is based on the 
devastating House Republican budget, mean-
ing that it underfunds and makes significant 
cuts to many of my constituents’ key priorities 
such as job training, education, fixing our 
crumbling infrastructure, economic develop-
ment, Pell Grants, housing affordability, after- 
school programs, and law enforcement. It at-
tacks women’s health by cutting family plan-
ning and Teen Pregnancy Prevention Grants 
and defunding Planned Parenthood, and it in-
cludes many poison pill policy riders that will 
undermine the Affordable Care Act, undo 
many important Dodd-Frank Wall Street re-
forms, and prevent the EPA from keeping our 
air and water clean. As the Ranking Member 
of the Homeland Security Subcommittee, I find 
it inexplicable that as we work to recover from 
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma and see new 
storms on the horizon, the bill slashes funding 
for programs that build resilience and can be 
used for prevention and recovery and it weak-
ens efforts to understand and address climate 
change, a driving factor of more frequent and 
severe storms. I repeatedly tried to shift fund-
ing in the bill for immigration enforcement ac-
tivities to more pressing homeland security 
needs, but I was rebuffed on party line votes. 
Instead of this short-sighted bill that would be 
disastrous for all Americans, I call on Repub-
licans to join Democrats to enact spending 
bills that grow the economy, create jobs, and 
truly keep our nation secure. 

f 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND 
HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES GRANTS 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to state my excitement that Demo-
crats and Republicans were able to come to-
gether to add two million dollars to the Historic 
Preservation Fund grants to Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities in the FY18 appro-
priations bill passed on the House floor today. 

Last year, Congress appropriated $4 million 
for grants to Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities under the National Park Service 
Historic Preservation Fund. Unfortunately, this 
year President Trump’s FY18 budget elimi-
nated all funding for this program. I was glad 
to see that both Democrats and Republicans 
strongly disagreed with President Trump’s 
misguided cut, and ultimately decided to in-
crease the total funding of HBCU grants to $5 
million for FY18. 

My district, the 7th Congressional District of 
Alabama, is well-known as the Civil Rights 

District. The State of Alabama is also home to 
fifteen Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities, the most in the country. These impor-
tant grants will provide assistance to repair 
and restore historic buildings on our HBCU 
campuses. Our HBCUs are rich with history 
that deserves to be preserved for future gen-
erations, and I can think of no better institution 
than our Nation’s storytellers, the National 
Park Service, to do the job. Moreover, this 
funding will help revitalize our HBCU cam-
puses, and help stimulate economic revitaliza-
tion in their communities. 

Again, I would like to thank Chairman CAL-
VERT and Ranking Member MCCOLLUM for 
working with me in the past, as well as Assist-
ant Leader CLYBURN for offering an Amend-
ment to increase HBCU Grant funding by $2 
million. This is an important program for our 
HBCUs, and I will continue to work across the 
aisle to ensure that these funds are protected 
in the final FY18 budget. 

f 

HONORING BEN WILLIAMS 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, jazz artist Ben 
Williams will be honored this year by the Con-
gressional Black Caucus Foundation at the 
Jazz Forum and Concert during the 47th An-
nual Legislative Conference. Mr. Williams, an 
internationally renowned bassist and com-
poser, will also perform his Protest Anthology 
at the concert, which will take place on Thurs-
day, September 21, 2017, at the Walter E. 
Washington Convention Center, in Wash-
ington, D.C. Mr. Williams will receive the 2017 
CBCF ALC Jazz Innovator Award for his high-
ly creative and multi-faceted contributions to 
jazz and world culture. 

I am very proud to have known this very tal-
ented artist for many years. I am also pleased 
to share the following details of his impressive 
career as they appear in his biography. 

Ben’s mother used to work in my Capitol Hill 
office. When she took Ben, an energetic and 
curious six-year-old, into the office on his 
school break, a watchful eye was in order. 
One afternoon, while rambling around my per-
sonal office, Ben discovered a huge object 
that instantly captured his imagination. The 
shiny upright bass was like nothing the kid 
had ever seen. He tapped on it. He popped a 
string. He climbed up on it. ‘‘What is this 
thing?’’ he wondered. 

Twenty years later, Ben Williams is still sur-
prised at that chance meeting. 

‘‘Its low frequency attracted me,’’ Williams 
recalls, ‘‘the way the instrument felt when I 
touched it. Then later, just the feeling of play-
ing a groove. When you play a bass the whole 
instrument vibrates. It almost feels like the 
spirit of another human being. It’s like dancing 
with somebody and being in full contact with 
them. And the sound of the instrument ap-
pealed to me. It’s warm and deep and it reso-
nated with me.’’ 

On the eve of his first CD, State of Art, Ben 
Williams had become one of the most sought 
after bassists in the world, his resume a who’s 
who of jazz wisdom: Wynton Marsalis, Herbie 
Hancock, Pat Metheny, Terence Blanchard, 
Christian McBride Big Band, Nicholas Payton, 
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Paquito D’Rivera, Cyrus Chestnut, Benny 
Golson, George Duke, Eric Reed, Dee Dee 
Bridgewater, Roy Hargrove, and Mulgrew Mil-
ler, to name a few. State of Art signaled Wil-
liams’ emergence as a prominent voice in the 
greater jazz community. 

Ben’s warm, woody tone, flowing groove, 
melodic phrasing, and storytelling approach 
has found favor among not just musicians, but 
also a larger audience. A bandleader, musical 
educator, composer, and electric and acoustic 
bassist, Ben was the winner of the 2009 
Thelonious Monk Institute International Jazz 
Competition, a prestigious and important 
award that has propelled many a promising 
career. Working with New York’s finest jazz 
musicians even before graduating from 
Juilliard, Williams showcased his band, Sound 
Effect, at The Jazz Gallery in New York, re-
ceiving an enthusiastic New York Times re-
view. Writer Nate Chinen stated, ‘‘Williams 
took several long solos in his first set at The 
Jazz Gallery . . . and each one felt more like 
an entitlement than an indulgence.’’ Williams 
has recorded and performed regularly as a 
member of bands led by saxophonist Marcus 
Strickland, pianist Jacky Terrasson, and 
vibraphonist Stefon Harris. He has led his own 
groups at Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola, Harlem 
Stage, Rubin Museum of Art, Tribeca PAC in 
New York City, and SPAC in Saratoga 
Springs, NY. 

Growing up in a family of musicians, visual 
artists, and rappers, young Ben Williams didn’t 
plan on being a bassist and band leader. He 
wanted to be a rock star. His heroes were 
Prince and Michael Jackson, not Duke Elling-
ton and Charles Mingus. Once again, a 
chance meeting altered his future. 

‘‘I’d been playing piano by ear, but I wanted 
to play guitar,’’ Williams recalls. ‘‘My middle 
school offered a strings class where figured I 
could learn guitar. Then I got there and it was 
all violins and cellos—no guitars. So I choose 
the coolest instrument I saw, the bass. It just 
looked right.’’ 

Williams was a natural. He excelled on both 
bass and piano, and once enrolled at the 
Duke Ellington High School of the Arts, he be-
came a star student, performing in jazz band, 
gospel choir, and orchestra, as well as extra-
curricular gigs. Williams graduated with honors 
and with a Best in Instrumental Music Award. 
He won scholarships from the Fish Middleton 
Scholarship Competition of the East Coast 
Jazz Festival, the International Society of 
Bassist’s Competition, the Steans Music Insti-
tute, the Duke Ellington Jazz Society, the 
International Association for Jazz Education 
(IAJE), and the DC Public Schools City-Wide 
Annual Piano Competition. Williams received 
his Bachelor’s in Music Education at Michigan 
State University in 2007, and his Master’s in 
Music from the Juilliard School in 2009. 

‘‘In high school I dedicated myself to the 
bass and to jazz,’’ Williams says. ‘‘I knew this 
could be a profession, and if I could do what 
I love for a living—man, what is better than 
that? You always feel like a student playing 
jazz, there is so much to learn. There’s never 
a point where you think you’ve arrived. I am 
trying to get better every day. Even Roy 
Haynes, when you see him play you get a 
sense that he is still trying to find new things.’’ 

Like many self-aware jazz musicians, Ben 
Williams has several influences, from ‘‘Wayne 
Shorter, Stevie Wonder and Duke Ellington’’ to 
‘‘hip-hop and gospel, Little Dragon, Billy Joel, 

Marvin Gaye.’’ And like his colleagues in the 
new guard of jazz, Williams is constantly look-
ing ahead, seeking the music’s potential and 
his place in it. 

‘‘I’ve worked with Stefon Harris’ Blackout for 
the past few years,’’ Williams cites. ‘‘He has 
definitely been a huge influence in my concept 
of playing music. We have a similar viewpoint 
to music and jazz. He’s very much about ad-
dressing modern times and not rehashing old 
material. To really interpret what is happening 
right now, a lot of jazz musicians are into hip- 
hop and R&B, but they don’t put that into their 
music. We keep up with the times and we’re 
not afraid to put that into our music.’’ 

To other musician’s music Williams brings 
his great natural skill and determination to ex-
plore, to expand boundaries while sustaining 
tradition. State of Art is a mature statement 
stamped with his voice, the next step in Ben 
Williams’ evolution. 

‘‘I wanted to make an album that regular 
nine-to-five people could enjoy,’’ Williams 
says; ‘‘and to make a deep artistic statement 
as well. I like music that grooves, and I make 
sure that my music feels good.’’ 

‘‘I always bring a certain energy to whatever 
the musical situation is,’’ the soft-spoken musi-
cian adds. ‘‘I try to be a team player and be 
supportive, but also, I try to add my voice to 
the situation. It’s a fine balance between put-
ting your stamp on things and being sup-
portive. I’ve found that balance pretty well. 

‘‘The diversity of my musical upbringing has 
allowed me to be comfortable in many dif-
ferent musical situations. I don’t try to sound 
like anyone else, I just try to be honest musi-
cally and bring a youthful spirit.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Ben Williams is an accom-
plished young artist and band leader that has 
made a lasting impression on jazz as an art 
and as a field. Ben Williams has become a 
national jazz treasure of international acclaim, 
and I urge all Members to join me in com-
mending him for his magnificent contributions. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MERIDEN YMCA 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and recognize the 150th 
Anniversary of the YMCA in Meriden, Con-
necticut. For the past century and a half, this 
community institution and its dedicated leaders 
have brought together our neighbors to help 
those in need and create a shared space for 
our town to learn, play, and healthy lives. 

Today, the Meriden YMCA is one of the 
most active organizations in the City of Meri-
den. It sponsors community events, for impor-
tant causes from promoting physical fitness to 
raising awareness about issues affecting Meri-
den. The YMCA also brings together seniors 
in our community to offer them resources to 
lead active lives and share community space. 

The YMCA is critical to helping and edu-
cating children in Meriden. It offers them a 
safe place to be active, learn, and form friend-
ships, often with opportunities such as sum-
mer camps or trips in New England that 
broaden children’s educational experience. 

Mr. Speaker, the Meriden YMCA has been 
serving our community and addressing the 

needs of some of our most vulnerable neigh-
bors for a century and a half. Therefore, it is 
fitting and proper that we honor the Meriden 
YMCA, and all the community leaders who 
have contributed to its success, here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED 
SERVICE AND OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT OF MAJOR GEN-
ERAL JOANNE SHERIDAN 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize a member from my home 
state, Major General Joanne Sheridan, for her 
steadfast service to the safety and security of 
the people of Louisiana in the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard. Five years ago, Major General 
Sheridan became the first female general in 
the Louisiana National Guard, and today, I 
would like to commend her for raising the bar 
again and becoming the first female Two-Star 
General in the Louisiana National Guard. 

Originally from Maine, Major General Sheri-
dan moved to Leesville, La., when the Army 
stationed her father, Command Sergeant 
Major Joe S. Fernald, at Fort Polk. There, she 
attended Leesville High School and went on to 
earn her Bachelor of Arts Degree in sociology 
at Northeast Louisiana University in Monroe, 
La., where she received her commission 
through Reserve Officer Training Corps in May 
1983. Later, she received a master’s degree in 
strategic studies from the prestigious U.S. 
Army War College. 

A true solider to her community and country, 
Major General Sheridan began her impressive 
military career as an active duty service mem-
ber in the U.S. Army in February 1984, at Fort 
Polk Army Base. Throughout her 33-year ca-
reer, in both her active duty and National 
Guard service, her leadership has earned her 
the respect of her peers and included many 
major accomplishments. She became the first 
female to command a battalion leading the 
41th Military Intelligence Battalion, Com-
mander of the 199th Regiment Regional Train-
ing Institute, and the first female to helm a 
major command when she led the 61st Troop 
Command. Currently, she serves as the As-
sistant General for the Louisiana National 
Guard and is responsible as the principal mili-
tary advisor to the Adjunct General in assisting 
in the deployment and coordination of pro-
grams, policies and plans for the Louisiana 
Army and Air National Guard. 

The National Guard is unique in defending 
Louisiana both at home and abroad. Major 
General Sheridan served as a citizen soldier 
through Hurricane Katrina, was deployed to 
Baghdad in support of Operation Iraq Free-
dom in 2008, and led rescue and recovery ef-
forts in the historic Louisiana flooding of 2016. 
She previously served as president of the Na-
tional Guard Association of Louisiana and now 
serves as secretary of the National Guard As-
sociation of the U.S. Her dedication to the Na-
tional Guard extends past what is required. 
Twice, Major General Sheridan has battled 
breast cancer and with her last round of treat-
ment in August, has again won the battle. Her 
incredible strength and courage serve as a 
beacon of hope for others. 
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Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to honor 

Major General Sheridan’s many accomplish-
ments and to recognize her honorable service 
to the state of Louisiana and our great nation. 
She has set a tremendous example, and I 
hope her accomplishments inspire others to 
exemplify her excellence. My wife, Kelly, and 
I thank Major General Sheridan for all she 
does to defend our community and country, 
and we wish her continued success. 

f 

HONORING MS. BOBBE NORRISE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the vibrant life of Bobbe Norrise, the first Afri-
can-American yoga instructor in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, who shared her passion with 
our community for over four decades and 
passed away on May 24, 2017. 

Ms. Norrise was born in Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, and graduated from Berkeley High 

School before she received her Bachelor and 
Master’s Degrees from San Francisco State 
University. 

In 1970, while challenged by the hardships 
of being a new mother going through a di-
vorce, Ms. Norrise took her first yoga class at 
Oakland’s Studio One which she credited with 
easing her stress and changing her life. Six 
years later, Ms. Norrise earned certification 
from America Yoga College to be an Iyengar 
Yoga Instructor, thus becoming the first Afri-
can-American yoga teacher in the Bay Area. 

Initially, Ms. Norrise taught her classes in a 
church on Oakland, California’s Webster 
Street, pioneering a welcoming space for Afri-
can-Americans in the yoga community. She 
later became a professor in the Department of 
Kinesiology at San Francisco State University 
and dedicated over 20 years to teaching 
Hatha Yoga in the Bay Area. 

In the mid-1970s, Ms. Norrise and her hus-
band began hosting retreats to assist others 
on their spiritual journeys. In the 1990s, Ms. 
Norrise began hosting retreats for women with 
her daughter, Stacey Harmon. 

In 1990, Ms. Norrise published ‘‘Easy Yoga 
for Busy People’’, thus becoming the first Afri-

can-American yoga instructor to write and 
publish a book about yoga. 

Many Bay Area media outlets have featured 
Ms. Norrise. Stories about her influence in the 
Bay Area have been documented by KRON- 
Channel 4, KQED radio and television, Mer-
cury News, and the Oakland Tribune and fea-
tures about her impact on the yoga community 
have been published in the Yoga Journal and 
Heart & Soul Magazine. 

In 2011, then-mayor of Oakland, Jean 
Quan, declared May 15th to be ‘‘Bobbe 
Norrise Day’’ to acknowledge Ms. Norrise for 
all of her accomplishments in the field of Yoga 
instruction and advocacy. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, it is my honor to commend 
the life and achievements of Ms. Bobbe 
Norrise. I offer my sincere gratitude to Ms. 
Norrise for her dedication to spreading self- 
discovery and tranquility throughout the Bay 
Area and yoga communities. I also offer my 
condolences to Ms. Norrise’s family and 
friends as they cope with this immeasurable 
loss and join together to celebrate her life. 
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