
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1309 October 3, 2017 

HONORING DEBBIE MERRILL 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to congratulate Debbie Merrill on her retire-
ment. A committed public servant, Ms. Merrill 
faithfully worked to represent her constituents 
and our country on Capitol Hill for over 43 
years. 

Ms. Merrill learned the value of public serv-
ice at an early age. Her father, a Native Amer-
ican from the Sioux tribe, served our country 
in the U.S. Army. After his honorable dis-
charge, he attended college with help from the 
G.I. Bill. He later served in the U.S. House of 
Representatives Appropriations Committee as 
a career staffer. Debbie credits the federal 
help of the G.I. Bill with providing her family a 
path to success, saying that her career choice 
was a way for her to ‘‘give back to the country 
that gave [her] family so much.’’ 

Over the course of Ms. Merrill’s notable ca-
reer, she worked for five Democratic Con-
gressmen. In 1974, she was hired for her first 
job in Congress as a legislative assistant to 
Congressman Clement Zablocki of Wisconsin. 
She went on to work for Congressmen Nich-
olas Mavroules and Marty Meehan of Massa-
chusetts. In 1994, she joined Congressman 
Sam Farr’s office as Legislative Director. 
Among her many efforts on behalf of the peo-
ple of California’s 20th congressional district, 
she was instrumental in establishing in Marina 
the country’s first joint-from-inception Depart-
ment of Defense and Department of Veterans 
Affairs clinic; supporting the opening of the 
Central Coast Veterans Cemetery; and cre-
ating Team Monterey, a collaborative team en-
vironment for local defense and national secu-
rity entities as they seek federal investment. 
Ms. Merrill served in Congressman Farr’s of-
fice for over 20 years, until his retirement. She 
proudly joined my staff after I was sworn in 
this past January, and swiftly got my office off 
the ground. Her presence proved invaluable 
as she led our junior staffers in her capable 
hands, ensuring that once she retired, I was 
left with a knowledgeable and strong legisla-
tive team. Her background on defense, vet-
erans, transportation, and housing issues was 
exceptional. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Debbie Merrill for all she has done to serve 
the people of the central coast of California, 
Massachusetts, and Wisconsin, and to serve 
our country. I wish her the very best in her re-
tirement and in all her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING JACOB BRIAN AHART 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jacob Brian Ahart. 

Jacob is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 394, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Jacob has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jacob Brian Ahart for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America, 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 106TH 
NATIONAL DAY OF TAIWAN 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 106th National Day of Tai-
wan on October 10, 2017. 

For decades, the United States and Taiwan 
have enjoyed a fruitful partnership that con-
tinues to this day. Taiwan is the United States’ 
10th largest trading partner and 8th largest ex-
port market for U.S. agricultural products, 
which has direct ties to Hoosier. Recently, Tai-
wan’s Agriculture Goodwill Trade Mission to 
Washington, D.C. and my home state of Indi-
ana culminated in a $2.8 billion procurement 
agreement between Taiwan and U.S. grain 
producers. I applaud the mission’s success 
and look forward to continued collaboration 
with Taiwan. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in support 
the U.S.-Taiwan relationship, and in wishing 
Taiwan a Happy Double Ten Day. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHILDREN’S CAR-
DIOMYOPATHY AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. BRENDA L. LAWRENCE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Children’s Cardiomyopathy 
Awareness Month and to honor the memory of 
one of my constituents who lost his life far too 
early to a truly devastating condition. 

Pediatric cardiomyopathy, a chronic and de-
generative disease of the heart muscle, is the 
leading cause of sudden cardiac arrest in chil-
dren. My constituent, Kyle John Rymiszewski, 
was diagnosed at birth with hypertrophic car-
diomyopathy, which thickens the heart muscle 
and restricts blood flow around the body. He 

courageously fought it for years until his heart 
of gold stopped beating at the young age of 
fifteen. In memory of their son, Kyle’s parents, 
Ken Rymiszewski and Aimee Cowher, found-
ed the Kyle John Rymiszewski Foundation to 
increase awareness of hypertrophic cardio-
myopathy and to fund critically needed re-
search to improve treatment outcomes. Other 
organizations like the Children’s Cardio-
myopathy Foundation also further this work 
and help families care for children with cardio-
myopathy. I commend these organizations for 
their tireless work to give our children a better 
chance at life. 

It is important that we recognize Children’s 
Cardiomyopathy Awareness Month and con-
tinue to spread awareness about this disease. 
Over forty percent of children diagnosed with 
cardiomyopathy will either die or undergo a 
heart transplant within the first two years of 
their diagnosis. Despite this, little is known 
about the causes of this disease and there 
currently is no cure for it. Although patients 
with the four different types of cardiomyopathy 
have varying symptoms, each case poses 
major challenges and dangers. During this 
month and beyond, we must commit to 
spreading information and resources to help 
identify at-risk children and avoid preventable 
tragedies. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join 
me in spreading awareness of this disease 
and supporting children like Kyle who suffer 
from pediatric cardiomyopathy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HON. KEITH 
FUDENNA ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
along with my colleague, Congressman RO 
KHANNA, I rise to recognize the Honorable 
Keith H. Fudenna on the occasion of his re-
tirement after 28 years of serving as a judicial 
officer at the Fremont Hall of Justice. 

Keith comes from a family that is dedicated 
to service. His father, Harold Fudenna, worked 
with U.S. intelligence forces in the South Pa-
cific. Harold intercepted the message that ex-
posed the location of Admiral Yamamoto, the 
Japanese military officer who planned the 
Pearl Harbor attack. 

Following in his father’s footsteps, Keith 
graduated from the University of California, 
Berkeley with a degree in mechanical engi-
neering in 1971. He continued pursuing his 
education at the University of California, Has-
tings College of Law and earned his juris doc-
torate in 1974. 

Keith was admitted to the State Bar of Cali-
fornia in 1974, marking the beginning of his 
service to the community through both the 
public and private sectors. He began work at 
the Fremont City Attorney’s Office before 
transitioning to private practice from 1981 to 
1990. 
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After his time in private practice he became 

a Court Commissioner for the Fremont-New-
ark-Union City Municipal Court for seven 
years. In 1997, he was appointed Judge of the 
Municipal Court by Governor Pete Wilson. 
Keith was the first Asian American judge to 
serve on the Fremont-Newark-Union City Mu-
nicipal Court. 

Following his appointment, he was elected 
judge of the Superior Court of California. Dur-
ing his time as a Superior Court judge he has 
handled a variety of assignments, including 
criminal trials and arraignments. 

Throughout his life, Keith has actively 
served his community outside of the court-
room. He has worked on the Board of Man-
agers for the Fremont-Newark YMCA, the 
Board of Directors for the National Japanese 
American Historical Society, and as a member 
of the California State Bar Committee on Eth-
nic Minority Relations. 

Keith Fudenna has served Alameda County 
and our country selflessly for more than 40 
years. We congratulate Keith on a long and 
successful career, and we wish him health 
and happiness in retirement. 

f 

HONORING BYRON JAMES ARNOLD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Byron James Ar-
nold. Byron is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 214, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Byron has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Byron has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Byron has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Byron rebuilt 
and replaced an entrance sign to Our Lady of 
Mercy Country Home in Liberty, Missouri, that 
had been damaged in a car accident. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Byron James Arnold for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, and for his efforts put forth in achieving 
the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes Monday, October 2, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call 
votes 544 and 545. 

HONORING ARMY VETERAN 
CHARLES DIETRICH ON HIS 90TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor decorated Army veteran Charles LeRoy 
Dietrich of Pekin, Illinois, on the occasion of 
his 90th birthday. 

Mr. Dietrich was inducted into the U.S. Army 
on February 15, 1946 at Ft. Sheridan in Chi-
cago, Illinois at the age of 18. After attending 
basic training at Fort Eustis, Virginia, he was 
assigned to Fort Warren in Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming for specialized training as a railroad 
brakeman. Mr. Dietrich was honorably dis-
charged in August 1946, then reenlisted and 
was promoted to the rank of Private First 
Class. After receiving security clearance, Mr. 
Dietrich was assigned to the military police 
and security details at Los Alamos, New Mex-
ico. While there, he was promoted to the rank 
of T4 Sergeant and was presented with a 
World War II Victory Medal for his service. Mr. 
Dietrich was honorably discharged in Sep-
tember 1947. 

The dedicated military service of veterans 
such as Charles Dietrich makes me especially 
proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Congressional Dis-
trict. Mr. Speaker, I would like to again honor 
Army veteran Charles Dietrich for his extraor-
dinary military service during World War II and 
wish him a very happy 90th birthday. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
FLINT 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of Mr. Mitchell Flint— 
a beloved husband, father, and former U.S. 
Navy fighter pilot—who passed away on Sep-
tember 16, 2017, at the age of 94. 

Mitchell Flint was born on June 27, 1923, in 
Kansas City, Missouri, and attended Westport 
High School, where he took part in the 
school’s Junior Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps, graduating with honors. His father, 
Harry, was also a decorated U.S. fighter dur-
ing World War I and introduced Mitchell to his 
lifelong love of flying. 

Mitchell enlisted in the U.S. Navy at the age 
of 18 to serve as a fighter pilot in the U.S. 
Navy’s World War II effort. He served on the 
aircraft carrier USS Wasp under the command 
of Admiral John S. McCain Sr. and earned 
three Air Medals and eight Navy Unit Com-
mendations. After six years of service in the 
U.S. Navy, he continued flying for sixteen 
years in the United States Navy Reserve, ulti-
mately achieving the rank of Commander. 

Inspired by his Jewish heritage and the 
plight of Europe’s Holocaust survivors, Mitchell 
then volunteered as an American fighter pilot 
in Israel’s first aviation unit that fought in the 
1948 Arab-Israeli War. He was one of the 
founding members of the Israeli Air Force’s 
first fighter squadron and helped train Israel’s 
first military pilots. In 1949, he flew in Israel’s 

First Independence Day Parade and for the 
first time Israel’s entire fighter squadron of 12 
fighter planes got in the sky at the same time, 
led by future Israeli President Ezer Witzman. 
Mitchell pulled up the rear and was the last 
plane from his squadron to fly over that day. 
Prophetically, Mitchell was the last living pilot 
of that group of flyers. 

After his military service, Mitchell moved to 
Los Angeles, attended law school at UCLA, 
and became an attorney while continuing to 
fly. He practiced law for nearly 60 years and 
was the President of the Hollywood Bar Asso-
ciation. At the age of 90, Mitchell was honored 
by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
during ceremonies recognizing the 65th anni-
versary of the birth of Israel. 

Mitchell is survived by his wife of 59 years, 
Joyce, and sons, Michael and Guy, whom I 
hope take comfort in the way Mitchell lived his 
life as a patriotic, selfless and caring Veteran 
who served his nation and its ally, Israel. May 
his memory be a blessing to us all. 

f 

HONORING THE VETERANS CON-
SORTIUM PRO BONO PROGRAM 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the Veterans Consor-
tium Pro Bono Program as they celebrate 25 
years of service to our veterans community. 

Since 1992, the Veterans Consortium has 
provided over $100 million in pro bono serv-
ices working on five thousand individual 
cases. 

As our veterans return home from military 
service, it is critical they receive the benefits 
and care they deserve and need. The tireless 
efforts of the Veterans Consortium rep-
resenting veterans at the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for Veterans Claims is an essential as-
pect of our promise to support service mem-
bers as they transition to civilian life. 

As the Ranking Member of the House Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs Appro-
priations Subcommittee, I commend the mem-
ber attorneys of the Veterans Consortium Pro 
Bono Program for their generosity and unwav-
ering commitment. 

f 

HONORING RYAN DECAMP 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ryan DeCamp. 
Ryan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 374, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ryan 
is the 350th Eagle Scout in his troop’s history. 
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Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 

commending Ryan DeCamp for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America, 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARGARET BARGER 
ON HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to wish a Happy 100th Birthday to Margaret 
Barger of New Richmond, OH. 

Throughout her 100 years of life, Margaret 
has been an incredible member of our com-
munity here in Ohio’s Second District. It’s peo-
ple like her who set the example of how life 
should be lived to its fullest. 

A retired school teacher, Margaret has 
spent her life dedicated to the life and im-
provement of her community and those 
around her. 

Her public service and spirit is an example 
to others is admired. 

Margaret has made New Richmond a better 
place throughout her lifetime, through her 
kindness and dedication to all. 

Happy Birthday Margaret. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DETECTIVE PAUL 
GRUDZINSKI 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Detective Paul Grudzinski, 76th 
Precinct Community Affairs Officer who is re-
tiring after 30 years of service to the people of 
New York City. 

A model of successful police and community 
relations, Detective Grudzinski has always put 
the needs and safety of New Yorkers above 
all else. A fixture in the Cobble Hill, Carroll 
Gardens, Red Hook and Gowanus commu-
nities, he is known and valued by many. 

First appointed to the New York City Transit 
Police Department on April 28, 1987, Detec-
tive Grudzinski joined the NYPD shortly after 
in 1989. Throughout his career, Detective 
Grudzinski has reached many milestones. 
Since 2001, he has served as the Precinct 
Community Affairs Officer, and was promoted 
to Detective Specialist in 2007 and Detective 
2nd Grade in 2016. 

It was always the mission of Detective 
Grudzinski to get to know the neighborhoods 
and residents that he served. An expert local 
problem solver, he has always been aware of 
the often too common gap between police and 
residents, and he has worked tirelessly to 
close it. 

I send my best wishes to Detective 
Grudzinski and his family, as he’s recognized 
at his last 76th Precinct Community Council 
meeting on October 4, 2017. A life of dedica-
tion and honor, I wish Detective Grudzinski a 
happy retirement and thank him for his serv-
ice. 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
MATTHEW PARKER 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Matthew Parker of Rock 
Island, Illinois, who devoted his life to serving 
his country and community, and who sadly 
passed away in August of last year. 

Matthew served in the Navy during World 
War II. After his service in the Navy, he 
worked at IH Farmall in Rock Island for 39 
years and also operated his own business, 
Parker Janitorial Services, with his wife, Kath-
erine, for 33 years. He served as a trustee for 
Rock Island Township for more than 35 years. 
He was also a member of the Rock Island 
County NAACP and the Martin Luther King 
Center Active Club, among several other orga-
nizations. Matthew was civically engaged as a 
precinct committeeman for 23 years, and was 
a longtime community activist. 

During his life, Matthew was honored nu-
merous times for his dedication to service. In 
2005, Matthew Parker was awarded the John 
Williams Community Award for his contribu-
tions in making the region a better place to 
live. In 2008 he received the Excellence in 
Public Service Award from Township Officials 
of Illinois for his work in the Rock Island 
Township. Most recently, in September 2017 
the Matthew Parker Gardens were dedicated 
at Rock Island Township’s 2nd Annual Town-
ship Days to honor Matthew for his decades of 
service as a trustee. 

It is because of dedicated and selfless lead-
ers such as Matthew Parker that I am espe-
cially proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Congres-
sional District. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
again formally recognize the late Matthew 
Parker on his extraordinary work and service 
in our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
GARY L. SAYLER, USAF (RET.), 
ADJUTANT GENERAL—IDAHO 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Major General Gary L. Sayler, an ex-
traordinary leader with 45 years of selfless 
service, appreciative leadership, constructive 
mentorship, and exceptional meritorious serv-
ice. 

Born and raised in North Dakota, Major 
General Sayler entered the ROTC program at 
North Dakota State University, graduating in 
1971 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
history and a commission as a second lieuten-
ant in the United States Air Force. 

He entered undergraduate navigator training 
at Mather Air Force Base, California, in June 
1971. As a second lieutenant, he received F– 
4 weapons system formal training at George 
Air Force Base, California, graduating in De-
cember 1972. He immediately deployed to 
Vietnam as a squadron weapons systems offi-
cer at Udom Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thai-
land. In November 1973, he was assigned as 

a squadron weapons systems officer at 
Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico. While 
assigned at Holloman, he met his future wife, 
Shari, who was also serving at Holloman as a 
Nurse. 

Major General Sayler joined the Idaho Air 
National Guard in 1977 where he has served 
in numerous positions of increasing responsi-
bility and command until he was designated 
the Fighter Wing Commander. Upon pro-
motion to Brigadier General in 2004, he was 
assigned as the Assistant Adjutant General 
and Commander of the Idaho Air National 
Guard. In January 2010, Governor Otter ap-
pointed him to serve as the Adjutant General 
and Commanding General of the Idaho Na-
tional Guard. 

Major General Sayler’s service to Idaho as 
the Adjutant General has been extraordinary. 
The forceful guidance, as well as-outstanding 
and dedicated efforts of General Sayler are 
significantly displayed by the strategic direc-
tion of all National Guard forces and emer-
gency managers in the State of Idaho. He led 
the organization through weapons platform 
changes, unit conversions, and disaster assist-
ance, always posturing the Idaho Military Divi-
sion for continued viable, relevant future mis-
sions that fit both our nation and Idaho’s 
needs. 

Under his leadership, the Idaho National 
Guard has provided outstanding support dur-
ing recent state activations in support of 
wildland firefighting and statewide flood oper-
ations. He provided the same remarkable sup-
port when the Idaho troops deployed in sup-
port of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM, 
NEW DAWN, and Combined Joint Task 
Force—Horn of Africa. Additionally, his leader-
ship during the 116th National Training Center 
(NTC) rotation facilitated superior operational 
results. He was the driving force behind for-
mulating and implementing National Guard 
Youth ChalleNGe and STARBASE programs 
for the State of Idaho. He worked tirelessly 
promoting programs for Idaho youth providing 
alternative paths to success. Furthermore, the 
overall readiness of the 124th Fighter Wing 
gave credence to the outstanding mission re-
sults and professionalism they showed in their 
recent Southwest Asia deployment. 

General Sayler has placed command em-
phasis on preparing and taking care of de-
ployed Idaho Guard members. His unparal-
leled support of Family Support, Yellow Rib-
bon, and Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve programs has greatly benefitted the 
individuals who have recently returned from 
deployment and the families who welcomed 
them home. 

General Sayler authored the first joint con-
sultation agreement with the sovereign tribes 
of Idaho, recognized at the national level by 
both the Army and Air National Guard as the 
baseline for Government-to-Government Tribal 
Consultation. 

General Sayler is an outstanding and highly 
respected officer recognized nationally for his 
many contributions to mission accomplishment 
during 45 years of dedicated service to our 
nation, the United States Air Force, and the 
great State of Idaho. 

It is a great honor to congratulate General 
Sayler on his remarkable career of achieve-
ment that will leave a lasting legacy to the 
State of Idaho. General Sayler represents the 
best of the many talented people in the Idaho 
National Guard whose knowledge and skill 
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have been essential to keeping our nation and 
the State of Idaho strong and secure. I thank 
General Sayler for his service to our nation, 
and congratulate him on his many accomplish-
ments and retirement. 

f 

HONORING BROCK ROHLFS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Brock Rohlfs. 
Brock is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brock has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Brock has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Brock 
has led his troop as the Assistant Senior Pa-
trol Leader, earned the rank of Tom-Tom 
Beater in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and become 
a Brotherhood Member of the Order of the 
Arrow. Brock has also contributed to his com-
munity through his Eagle Scout project. Brock 
designed and completed a concrete sidewalk 
and a ramp from the Life Unlimited Facility to 
the Immacolata Manor’s north room gathering 
space in Liberty, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Brock Rohlfs for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America, and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN WHITEHURST 

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a constituent of mine, John 
Whitehurst, who is on a trip to Japan this 
week in honor of his father, U.S. Army Major 
Collin Whitehurst, Jr., who died as a prisoner 
of war (POW) during World War II. John 
Whitehurst is in Japan as a guest of the Japa-
nese government, along with a delegation of 
former POWs and their families. 

Major Whitehurst was born in Richmond, 
Virginia in 1914 and grew up in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. In 1934, he received an appointment to 
the United States Military Academy (USMA) at 
West Point where he was a pistol marksman 
and a member of the Chapel Choir and Glee 
Club. After graduation, Major Whitehurst was 
assigned to Fort Thomas, Kentucky, with 
Headquarters Company, 10th Infantry Regi-
ment. It was there, in December 1939, that he 
married Rose Eva Knuebel, an officer’s 
daughter. 

In June 1940, Major Whitehurst sailed to the 
Philippines, where he was first stationed near 
Manila, then on the island province of Bohol, 
and later on the island of Leyte. After the 
United States entered the war in December, 
1941, Major Whitehurst was assigned to the 

staff of the Commanding General of the 
Visayan-Mindanao Force, Major General Wil-
liam F. Sharp on Mindanao. On May 10, 1942, 
under the threat of a massacre of all the 
POWs on the Philippine island of Corregidor, 
General Sharp reluctantly surrendered his 
forces on Mindanao. 

After being held at Camp Casisang, Major 
Whitehurst and the other POWs on Mindanao 
were moved to the Davao Penal Colony No. 
502. During his 21 months of imprisonment at 
Davao, Major Whitehurst and the acting Epis-
copalian chaplain sought to lift the spirits of 
the camp, organizing and training a choir for 
religious services. 

Following a brief period of agricultural labor 
at a Cabanatuan, Philippines work site, Major 
Whitehurst and nearly 1,800 other prisoners 
were loaded onto the Japanese Arisan Maru, 
known as a ‘‘hell ship.’’ While in transit to 
Japan, the convoy was attacked by American 
submarines and the Arisan Maru was 
torpedoed and sunk. Only nine of the POWs 
survived—Major Whitehurst was among those 
who tragically died. 

In a letter to Major Whitehurst’s parents fol-
lowing his death, General Sharp wrote: ‘‘Your 
son was a fine, loyal officer who did excellent 
work while serving with my Command. He was 
always cheerful and willing; he made a lasting 
impression on all with whom he came into 
contact. Collin’s spirit never wavered during 
the long months of his imprisonment. We few 
still living who knew him cherish his memory.’’ 
On October 25, 2004, 60 years and a day 
after Major Whitehurst’s death, the Whitehurst 
family dedicated a memorial marker in Fort 
Sam Houston National Cemetery commemo-
rating his life and service. 

John Whitehurst, Major Whitehurst’s only 
son, has helped keep his father’s memory and 
patriotism alive. John, who was born in Ma-
nila, has lived most of his life in Texas. A pas-
sionate social worker, John has also taken 
time to attend American Defenders of Bataan 
and Corregidor Memorial Society conventions 
since 2002, and serves on the organization’s 
Board of Directors. Twice, he has returned to 
the Philippines, including a visit for the dedica-
tion of the Hell Ship Memorial at Subic Bay. 

I wish Mr. Whitehurst a fulfilling trip to Japan 
this week, and I offer him and his entire family 
my gratitude for his father’s service and tre-
mendous sacrifice for the United States. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF MODEL 
CITIES 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 50th Anniversary of Model Cities, a 
provider of essential community services for 
low-income residents in Saint Paul, Minnesota. 
Born to meet a growing need for high-quality 
health care for low-income residents in the 
capital city’s historic, predominantly African 
American Rondo neighborhood, Model Cities 
has grown and evolved over the past five dec-
ades into a dynamic development organization 
focused on fully integrating human services 
while working to improve economic conditions 
for all. 

Model Cities has led the way adapting as 
necessary to address changing community 

challenges. From its beginning in the base-
ment of St. James AME Church, the organiza-
tion broke through barriers to improve the lives 
of people coming through its doors. Early 
leaders like Mary Stokes, an African American 
nurse, who served as the center’s first coordi-
nator of volunteer medical and dental services, 
helped set the standard of care and outreach 
to the community. Mrs. Timothy O. Vann, an-
other trailblazing African American woman and 
a graduate of the University of Minnesota, be-
came the first project director in 1971. Upon 
her retirement, Dr. Beverley Oliver Hawkins 
became the new Executive Director in 1984 
and continues to lead Model Cities. 

Today, Model Cities looks a little different 
than it did at the beginning. As part of its evo-
lution to meet the needs of the community, the 
health center became a separate organization 
and in 2003, changed its name to Open Cities 
Health Center. Model Cities continues to de-
liver a broad range of critical community serv-
ices that strengthen our community: culturally 
competent family support services, youth pro-
gram services, homebuyer education and 
community-based development. One of the 
community development efforts that is cur-
rently taking shape, Business Revitalization 
and Ownership for a Working Neighborhood 
(BROWNstone), aims to revitalize an area in 
Saint Paul’s Frogtown neighborhood along 
University Avenue and Metro Green Line Light 
Rail Transit, while also adding 35 units of af-
fordable rental housing, as well as retail, of-
fice, and community space. 

For 50 years, Model Cities has been a vital 
partner in our community, lifting up families 
and individuals in need to access opportunities 
to improve their lives. As Model Cities com-
memorates this 50th anniversary year, please 
join me in recognizing the selfless contribu-
tions of the staff and volunteers who have de-
livered these vital services for our community. 

f 

WILLIAM HANNAH RETIRES FROM 
LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS AND 
TRAINMEN UNION 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the exceptional career of General 
Chairman William Hannah of the Locomotive 
Engineers and Trainmen Union, a Division of 
the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
who retired on October1, 2017. 

Bill Hannah gave his heart and time to the 
Labor movement working on better working 
conditions for the membership for over 35 
years and 46 years in the industry. He began 
with Southern Pacific Railroad in May of 1971, 
was promoted to Engineer in 1978, and was 
a member of Division 5 from 1979 to 1981. 

Bill became a charter member of Division 56 
in 1981, and is still a proud member in good 
standing. For over 35 years he was a union 
leader for the Locomotive Engineers and 
Trainmen Union as a Local Chairman of Divi-
sion 56 from 1982 to 2001 and a General 
Chairman from 2001 to Oct. 1, 2017, covering 
18 divisions and covering over 2000 members. 

For over 16 years, he was involved in On- 
property Negotiations, as well as arbitration in-
volving discipline, claims, rules and wages on 
the Union Pacific and Pacific Harbor Lines. 
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On Behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-

tives, I would like to congratulate and thank 
Bill Hannah for his 35 years of service to his 
committee. Bill is a true professional in every 
sense of the word, and I wish him the best of 
luck as he embarks on a new chapter in his 
life. 

f 

HONORING THE 110TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF VALLEY GRANGE NO. 
1360 IN YORK COUNTY, PENNSYL-
VANIA 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I offer my 
sincere congratulations to the members of Val-
ley Grange No. 1360 on its 110th Anniversary. 

Valley Grange No. 1360 was officially char-
tered on October 7, 1907. The Grange is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan, fraternal organization 
that advocates for rural America and agri-
culture. Family and community are its founda-
tions and the Grange was the first national or-
ganization to give full voice and vote to 
women. 

Valley Grange No. 1360 has been a leader 
in the Grange organization, producing two 
Pennsylvania State Grange Masters—J. Lu-
ther Snyder and Carl Meiss; two National 
Grange officers—J. Luther Snyder and Fae 
Snyder—and it is the home of several past 
State Grange officers and youth ambassadors. 

Valley Grange No. 1360 has also been very 
committed to its community throughout the 
years, supporting organizations such as 4–H, 
the Boy Scouts, the local Little League and 
has contributed to countless charitable en-
deavors. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I thank the members of 
Valley Grange No. 1360 for their dedicated 
service to their community and congratulate 
them on their 110th Anniversary. We wish 
them continued great success in the years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING STANLEY, THE 
ENGLISH BULLDOG 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Stanley, an 
English Bulldog in my district, who has be-
come an inspiration to many of my constitu-
ents and continues to serve his community. 

Stanley was born with a bilateral cleft lip, re-
quiring the need for surgery to tooth problems 
and holes in his sinus passages. The commu-
nity came together and raised the funds for 
the surgery. Now, Stanley goes to schools and 
community events and has become a source 
of inspiration for kids with his anti-bullying 
message. Stanley has also recently joined 
with the American Childhood Cancer Organi-
zation to form the first local chapter of the 
Founding Hope program, helping to raise 
funds and awareness to help children with 
cancer get the support they need. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Stanley and the Pack family for 
their continuing service to their community, 
and for serving as an inspiration for children 
who face bullying and cancer diagnoses. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COMMISSIONER 
LUKE POPE STRONG, JR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I pay tribute to an outstanding civic leader 
and public servant of Georgia, a pillar in the 
Colquitt County community, and a friend of 
longstanding, Commissioner Luke P. Strong, 
Jr. Commissioner Strong passed away on 
Sunday, September 24, 2017. A funeral serv-
ice was held on Friday, September 29, 2017 
at 3:00 p.m. at Lakeside Assembly of God in 
Moultrie, Georgia. 

Commissioner Strong was born on April 4, 
1947, to the union of Luke Strong, Sr. and 
Mamie Brown-Strong. He was a product of the 
Colquitt County School System and graduated 
from the historic William Bryant High School in 
1964. After graduation, he received a greater 
calling upon his life when he enlisted in the 
United States Army. He served proudly and 
honorably for five years. But, this was not the 
only calling that he would receive in his life-
time. He attended Gupton-Janes School of 
Mortuary Science in Atlanta, Georgia. He also 
was a graduate of the ABAC Police Academy 
and served as a police officer for one year at 
the McRae Police Department and four years 
as a deputy with the Montgomery County 
Sheriffs Department. He then served, along-
side his father, as the Vice-President of Strong 
Enterprises. 

In 1986, he was elected as the first and only 
African American Colquitt County Commis-
sioner, which launched a historic career in 
public service that would lead him to become 
the longest seated elected official in Colquitt 
County. In 1995, he founded Luke Strong and 
Son Mortuary, L.T.D, which has grown to be 
one of the leading funeral establishments in 
South Georgia. 

Shirley Chisholm once said that, ‘‘Service is 
the rent that we pay for the space that we oc-
cupy here on this earth.’’ Commissioner 
Strong paid his rent and he paid it well. He 
gave his time and talents to many social and 
civic organizations to include: the Moultrie 
Colquitt Branch of the NAACP, The Georgia 
Association of County Commissioners, Geor-
gia Association of Black Elected Officials 
(GABEO), The National Association of County 
Commissioners, The Moultrie Men’s Club, 
American Legion Post 533, and Moultrie Tech-
nical College Board of Directors. In 2016, he 
was the recipient of the Ram Round-Up and 
Community Service Award. Commissioner 
Strong was also a God fearing man. He was 
a member of the Grant Chapel A.M.E. Church 
where he was a member of the Board of 
Stewards, Board of Trustees and the Sons of 
Allen. 

The great agricultural chemist George 
Washington Carver once said that, ‘‘How far 
you go in life depends on your being tender 
with young, compassionate with aged, sympa-

thetic with striving and tolerant of the weak 
and the strong. Because someday in your life 
you will have been all of these people.’’ Com-
missioner Strong never forgot this lesson and 
was a man who would give you the shirt off 
of his back. He never advertised what he did 
for others, but was the true epitome of ‘‘Serv-
ant Leadership.’’ 

On a personal note, Commissioner Strong 
and his family have been dear friends to my 
wife Vivian and me for many years and I will 
miss the wise counsel that he imparted to me 
over the years. 

Commissioner Strong has accomplished 
much in his life but none of this would have 
been possible without the love and support of 
his family. His legacy lives on through his wife, 
Betty, his six children, four grandchildren and 
all of those that he touched in a very special 
way. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with a multitude of other people all across 
Georgia, salute Commissioner Luke Pope 
Strong, Jr. for his outstanding public service 
and his everlasting commitment to improving 
the quality of the Colquitt County community. 
I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join us in extending our deep-
est condolences to Commissioner Strong’s 
family during this difficult time. We pray that 
they will be consoled and comforted by an 
abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the days, 
weeks and months ahead. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on October 2, 
2017, I missed the following votes due to a 
flight delay. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: 

On Roll Call Vote 544, on the Motion to 
Suspend the Rules and pass H.R. 1547, I 
would have voted Aye. 

On Roll Call Vote 545, on the Motion to 
Suspend the Rules and pass H.R. 965, I 
would have voted Aye. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REX BROWN 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember Rex Brown, a 
friend and beloved member of the Decatur 
community, who passed away earlier this 
month. 

After finishing law school in 1957, Rex 
moved his family to Decatur where he built his 
career as the Senior Partner at his firm Brown, 
Hawkins, & Basola. He was a recipient of the 
Board of Governor’s Award from the Illinois 
State Bar Association and enjoyed teaching 
Business and Real Estate Law at Richland 
Community College. 

Not only was Rex well-respected as a law-
yer in Decatur, but also as a prominent com-
munity member with a passion for serving his 
neighbors. He served as Chairman of the 
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Macon County Board from 1971 to 72. As 
Chairman, he commissioned and created the 
Macon County flag and seal and instituted 
their display in the county’s courtrooms. He 
was a part of over twenty community organi-
zations and committees, including the Lincoln 
Trails Council for Boy Scouts, Optimist Club, 
Elks Club, the Metro Decatur Chamber of 
Commerce, and the YMCA. 

I am thankful for the many contributions Rex 
made to the Central Illinois community during 
his lifetime. He has made an impact on many 
people and will be truly missed. My thoughts 
and prayers are with his wife, Marilyn, and 
their family during this time. 

f 

THE HEARTS OF TEXAS ARE UPON 
US 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my neighbors in South Texas who con-
tinue to experience the devastation of Hurri-
cane Harvey. Our hearts and prayers go out 
to all of those families for their lost loved ones 
and those who have been displaced by the 
storm. We stand with Texas this day and 
every day. I include in the RECORD this poem 
penned in their honor by Albert Carey 
Caswell. 
The Hearts of Texas are upon us 
All here to so remind us 
All in our hearts to so find us 
All in what we do in our time this 
As their faith and hope, 
and compassion come into view 
Reminding us what is true 
All in this land of that old Red, White, and. 

Blue 
For in this our country tis a thee 
There has and will always be 
Such men and women of great faith as these 
Who bond together all in their darkest times 

of need 
Who built The West all in this creed 
While, against all odds helping this Nation 

to succeed 
And that’s what Texas has always been 

agreed 
So means to me 
Neighbor helping neighbor continually 
Who are color blind and can not see 
Brothers and Sisters reaching out a hand in 

their time of need 
With smiles upon the faces in what their love 

begins to breed 
Built on the bedrock of God, Country, and 

cherished Family 
Shining throughout this day across our 

country tis of thee 
Teaching us what we need 
Catching on from sea to sea 
Like The Cajun Navy who they helped in the 

midst of their tragedy 
Showing us that giving is better than taking 
As this giant heart we call Texas has so 

awakened 
With another heroic chapter written in their 

history 
Whether, remembering The Alamo, 
in times of war Texas has always battled for 

victory 
And that’s why everything is bigger in Texas 

you see 
As Hearts of Texas are upon you and me 
So clearly on this day for the world to see 
Teach your children about them and what a 

real American can be 

All in their most patriotic hearts which 
bleed 

Red, White, and Blue 
For what is true 
In Texas today you’re watching some of 

America’s real Who’s Who 
As TEXAS STRONG comes into view 
Yea, The Hearts of Texas are upon us 
To teach us all and to so remind us 
About faith and courage, and how not to be 

discouraged and make it through 
All in this wonderful nexus that we call 

Texas True Of God, Family, and Coun-
try in all they do 

And yes there will be many dark days ahead 
For all those who have died and bled 
With homes and lives ripped apart let it be 

said 
But in America, 
Texas Faith and their pioneer spirit has al-

ways led 
With their hearts to get through the storms 
Take a knee now and say a prayer for them 

all so very warm 
And remember all the courage and faith and 

humanity which will live on 
And what the human spirit can accomplish 

in hearts so worn 
All in their most heroic Texan hue 
All in their lessons they have taught to me 

and you 
Bringing our Nation together, 
all in this beautiful song of Texas Strong 

they do 
Because, on this day we understand what is 

True, 
as The Hearts of Texas are upon us for all to 

view. 

f 

HONORING ERNEST FREDERICK 
SCHOWENGERDT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ernest Frederick 
Schowengerdt. Mr. Schowengerdt, a World 
War II veteran, is celebrating his 95th birthday 
on September 2, 2017. 

In 1944, Mr. Schowengerdt joined the Navy 
to become a pilot and serve his country during 
World War II. After his discharge in 1945 he 
continued his passion for flying and got his pi-
lot’s and aircraft mechanic’s licenses at the 
Lambert Field Airport in St. Louis. He also 
continued helping at his family farm in Cham-
ois, Missouri, until the Missouri River’s flood-
ing took its toll in 1958. Mr. Schowengerdt 
continued his career as a plant engineer for 
the Central Electric Power Plant and later as 
the Director of Plant Management for Lake 
Ozark General Hospital where he worked with 
the Missouri Hospital Association and Nuclear 
Energy Commission in disposing of hazardous 
and radioactive wastes. 

Mr. Schowengerdt has had many life-long 
interests and passions. He has been involved 
in music for 76 years, playing numerous band 
instruments. Mr. Schowengerdt was also a 
passionate civil servant as he served 2 terms 
in the Chamois city council and four years as 
the Osage County Republican Committeeman. 
He helped organize the Rural Fire Department 
of Chamois, was the American Legion presi-
dent, and was involved in many more boards 
and organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
wishing Mr. Ernie Schowengerdt a happy 95th 

birthday, and thanking him for his lifetime of 
dedication to his family, community, and his 
country. 

f 

CELEBRATING TAIWAN’S 
NATIONAL DAY 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to wish the people of Taiwan and Americans 
celebrating Taiwan’s National Day this Octo-
ber 10th a Happy Double Ten Day. 

Over the past 40 years, this key partner in 
the Asia-Pacific has transformed itself into a 
high-tech, multiparty democracy which is a 
significant contributor to the global economy. 
This is chiefly due to the hard work of the 23.5 
million people on Taiwan who value education, 
science, and progress, and whose young peo-
ple are not only plugged into global cultural 
trends, but are also contributing to them. Tai-
wanese are also the third largest tourist group 
to Guam and a cornerstone of our island’s 
economy. 

Americans share these values, which is why 
we have also contributed to Taiwan’s success 
not only through our support and friendship, 
but through the Taiwan Relations Act and the 
Six Assurances, cornerstones of our relations 
with Taiwan. Our security relationship is an in-
tegral element of United States engagement in 
the Indo-Asia-Pacific and we must continue to 
work cooperatively together. The people of 
Guam, neighbors to Taiwan, understand and 
appreciate the need for strengthening alli-
ances and partnerships in the region. 

Two recent events have served to remind 
me of the imagination and drive of our two 
peoples—the end of our spectacular Cassini 
mission to Saturn, and the successful launch 
this summer of Taiwan’s Formosat-5—the lat-
ter being the first Taiwan’s first major indige-
nously-developed remote sensing satellite, 
which will be engaged in Earth observation for 
the next five years. We are expanding our 
knowledge of our small planet, our solar sys-
tem, and the universe at large. Whatever the 
challenges this planet is presented with in fu-
ture years, I am confident that our two, tal-
ented peoples, along with likeminded societies 
across the globe, will be able to meet them. 

This is a day to celebrate, and to be opti-
mistic. I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
committing ourselves to the U.S.-Taiwan rela-
tionship, and in wishing Taiwan a Happy Dou-
ble Ten Day. 

f 

PAM O’TOOLE TRUSDALE 

HON. LYNN JENKINS 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize my constituent and friend Pam 
O’Toole Trusdale, on the occasion of her re-
tirement as Executive Director of the National 
Association of Trailer Manufacturers (NATM). 
Pam is a longtime resident of my district and 
lifelong Kansan, attending Parsons Senior 
High and Washburn University. She joined 
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NATM in 1998 and served as its Executive Di-
rector for nearly twenty years. Her leadership 
has enabled NATM to grow significantly from 
a small group of horse and livestock trailer 
manufacturers into a strong voice for trailer 
safety. 

During Pam’s tenure, NATM’s membership 
has added more than 700 trailer manufactur-
ers and component suppliers which collec-
tively employ more than 419,000 American 
workers. NATM’s staff has similarly grown 
over the years and the Association moved in 
2013, to accommodate their growth in staff, to 
a new headquarters in Topeka, Kansas. Rec-
ognizing the importance of engaging in the 
legislative and regulatory process, Pam led 
the development of NATM’s advocacy in 
Washington, D.C., which brings trailer manu-
facturers to visit Congress and federal agen-
cies each year. In working closely with the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
she has helped facilitate education and com-
munication about emerging issues. Pam has 
also worked to develop relationships with 
other industry groups and has helped create a 
strong coalition of advocates in the name of 
NATM’s mission of improving trailer safety. 

Among Pam’s many accomplishments was 
the development of NATM’s Compliance 
Verification Program, which brings NATM con-
sultants to all trailer manufacturer member fa-
cilities biennially to ensure they have proc-
esses in place to build trailers in accordance 
with federal safety standards and industry best 
practices. Under Pam’s leadership, NATM 
members voted unanimously to make this im-
portant program a requirement for member-
ship in the Association. Beyond this program, 
Pam has overseen the development of addi-
tional technical resources and educational pro-
gramming to help member companies con-
tinue to have the tools to comply with regula-
tions as well as grow their own businesses. 

In addition to her work at NATM, Pam is an 
active participant in the Topeka community. 
She has served on the Board of Regents at 
Washburn University, has been a leader with 
the Kansas Society of Association Executives 
and a member of the Stormont-Vail Founda-
tion Advisory Board. Pam is the proud mother 
of three and grandmother of eight. I want to 
thank Pam for her tireless commitment to trail-
er safety, and years of service to NATM and 
the Topeka community. I wish her and Tom 
many happy years of retirement. 

f 

IRAQ AND SYRIA GENOCIDE EMER-
GENCY RELIEF AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
today I held a hearing on the need for aid to 
be provided for victims of religious and ethnic 
persecution in Iraq and Syria. In August 2014, 
ISIS began committing genocide against 
Yazidis and Christians in Iraq. Three years 
later, they are still not receiving the assistance 
they need from the United States and so their 
survival in their ancient homelands is in jeop-
ardy. 

Two consecutive Secretaries of State and 
the Congress declared ISIS was responsible 

for genocide. This year, the President and 
Vice President declared the genocide and 
committed the Administration to provide relief 
to the surviving religious and ethnic minority 
communities. In the final appropriations bill for 
Fiscal Year 2017, Congress required the State 
Department and U.S. Agency for International 
Development to fund the assistance promised 
by the Administration. 

But career staff at the State Department and 
USAID have ignored the law and thwarted the 
will of the President, the Congress and the 
people we represent. These bureaucrats have 
refused to direct assistance to religious and 
ethnic minority communities, even to enable 
them to survive genocide. This obstruction is 
unacceptable and I urge Secretary Tillerson 
and new USAID Administrator Green to put an 
end to it. 

I chaired my first hearing on atrocities 
against religious and ethnic minorities in Iraq 
or Syria in September of 2013. The hearing 
today was the 10th I have chaired focused in 
whole or in part on their plight. Last Sep-
tember I introduced bipartisan legislation, co-
authored by my good friend ANNA ESHOO, ex-
plicitly authorizing the State Department and 
USAID to identify the needs of these commu-
nities and fund entities, including faith-based 
entities, effectively providing them with aid on- 
the-ground. Even though the U.S. already has 
the authority to provide such assistance, we 
were aware some in the bureaucracy inac-
curately claimed they lacked the authority and 
so we wanted to remove this excuse. It was 
also important to have a detailed authorization 
as the foundation for forth-going appropria-
tions. This bill would also set an important 
precedent for how the U.S. should respond to 
future crises in which religious and ethnic mi-
norities are targeted for atrocity crimes. 

Partially informed by my trip to Erbil last De-
cember to meet first-hand with genocide sur-
vivors, we reintroduced this legislation as H.R. 
390 almost immediately after the start of the 
new Congress, with even stronger support 
from both sides of the aisle and many Yazidi, 
Christian, accountability and human rights 
groups and leaders. The House passed it 
unanimously in early June and the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee passed it unani-
mously on September 19. There has been no 
subsequent action in the Senate. The appro-
priations bill for fiscal year 2017 has expired 
and the situation on-the-ground is deteriorating 
for these endangered communities. I respect-
fully ask the Senate to immediately pass H.R. 
390. 

This hearing explored the urgent crisis for 
Christian and Yazidi genocide survivors, espe-
cially in Iraq, what the Administration can do 
now to enable them to survive, and what the 
consequences will be for these communities 
and our national security if we fail to act. We 
heard from several of our witnesses, helping 
these communities survive and return to their 
homes will reduce threats from Iran. It will also 
deny ISIS a major propaganda victory and re-
cruiting tool. 

I should note the State Department and 
USAID were invited to testify. They were un-
available. 

Our first witness was known to many of you, 
my dear friend for many years, the former 
Representative for the 10th district of Virginia, 
Frank Wolf. He is testified today as the Distin-
guished Senior Fellow at 21st Century Wilber-
force Initiative and he visited Northern Iraq this 

August. In his written statement, Congressman 
Wolf warns ‘‘if bold action is not taken by the 
end of the year, I believe a tipping point will 
be reached and we will see the end of Christi-
anity in Iraq.’’ About the Yazidis, he reports al-
though ‘‘Sinjar has been liberated from ISIS 
since the fall of 2015 . . . it is currently con-
trolled by multiple different militia groups . . . 
few families have been able to return and few 
aid groups work in the area.’’ 

Congressman Wolf also raised the alarm 
about Iraq-backed militias filling the post-ISIS 
liberation vacuum as part of Tehran’s ‘‘goal of 
creating a land-bridge from Iran [to] allow Iran 
to move fighters, weapons and supplies to aid 
Hezbollah and other terrorist groups’’ and of-
fered several concrete policy recommenda-
tions the Administration and Congress should 
heed. 

Our second witness was Shireen, a Yazidi 
survivor of ISIS enslavement. She wrote in her 
statement for the record this ‘‘captivity under 
ISIS . . . was like hell. They performed an ab-
dominal surgery on me . . . and I am suf-
fering from the effects of it . . . They com-
mitted all kinds of atrocious crimes against us 
including mass killing, sexual enslavement, 
and forced conversion.’’ 

Shireen also wrote ‘‘19 members of my fam-
ily and my relatives are missing. They may be 
killed or still in captivity but we don’t know 
anything about them . . . We are still waiting 
for action and the liberation of thousands of 
Yazidis from ISIS captivity.’’ She warns that 
‘‘Yazidis, Christians and other religious minori-
ties, especially the non-Muslim minorities, can-
not survive in Syria and Iraq under the current 
conditions. Without serious action from you 
and the world governments, many of these 
people will continue to flee their ancient home-
lands of Syria and Iraq.’’ 

Our third witness was Lauren Ashburn, 
Managing Editor and Anchor of EWTN News 
Nightly. She travelled to Northern Iraq earlier 
this year and has continued to report on the 
crisis. Her story-telling and video, rooted in 
more than 20 years as a journalist, has helped 
tell the stories of heroism, indomitable faith, 
and survival. As she reported in her written 
testimony for the hearing ‘‘Christians in Iraq 
are on the brink of extinction . . . The United 
States is the only nation in the world that can 
provide concrete aid to rebuild the community 
that I saw in shambles.’’ 

Our fourth and final witness was Stephen 
Rasche, Legal Counsel and Director of IDP 
Resettlement Programs for the Chaldean 
Catholic Archdiocese of Erbil, and Legal 
Counsel and Chief Coordinator for the 
Nineveh Reconstruction Committee. Mr. 
Rasche testified before a hearing I chaired of 
the Helsinki Committee last September, and 
he reported in his written testimony today, ‘‘I 
regret to say that we have still yet to receive 
any form of meaningful aid from the U.S. Gov-
ernment . . . While we have found the polit-
ical appointees much more willing to help us 
since January, the fact is that even after the 
better part of a year, they have been unable 
to move the bureaucracy to take meaningful 
action.’’ 

The Obama Administration channeled all 
U.S. funding for stabilization in Iraq through 
the Funding Facility for Stabilization, adminis-
tered by the UN Development Program, and 
the current Administration has continued this 
policy. Mr. Rasche testified in his written state-
ment ‘‘While status reports from UNDP work in 
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Nineveh purport to show real progress in the 
Christian majority towns, on the ground we 
see little evidence of it. Work projects are in 
most cases cosmetic in nature, and much of 
that cynically so . . . In effect, U.S. taxpayers 
are financing the spoils of genocide.’’ 

As an alternative option for U.S. assistance, 
he details the Nineveh Sustainable Return 
Program, an initiative of the ecumenical 
Nineveh Reconstruction Committee to repair 
homes damaged or destroyed by ISIS. The 
Program has already rebuilt several thousand 
homes and enabled thousands of Christian 
families to return, mostly funded by the 
Knights of Columbus and Aid to the Church in 
Need, with some additional funding from the 
Government of Hungary. Last month, the 
Nineveh Reconstruction Committee USA sub-
mitted a proposal to USAID to ensure the 
project can be completed and many more 
families can return. 

I strongly support this time-sensitive pro-
posal and call on USAID Administrator Mark 
Green to ensure a decision is made about it 
soon. Because of the resistance among career 
staff at USAID to directing assistance to reli-
gious and ethnic minority communities, even 
though they were targeted for genocide, it is 
imperative officials appointed by the President 
are part of the review process and that the 
final decision be made by Presidential ap-
pointees. I included this proposal as part of 
the hearing record. 

As Mr. Rasche warns in his written testi-
mony, ‘‘Today, as I speak to you, we are 
caught fully exposed and at-risk, finding our-
selves at a critical historical inflection point, 
foreign aid decisions over which will determine 
whether Christianity, and religious pluralism— 
vital to the U.S. national interest and regional 
security—will survive in Iraq at all.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. JUDITH 
TUCKER 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal 
congratulations and best wishes to an excep-
tional community leader, an outstanding cit-
izen, and a dear friend of longstanding, Ms. 
Judith Tucker, on the occasion of her retire-
ment. 

A native of West Point, Georgia, Judith at-
tended Spelman College before transferring to 
Columbus College, where she received her 
bachelor’s degree in General Business. 

Judith previously served as a marketing offi-
cer for Columbus Bank and Trust Company 
and the Vice President of Product Develop-
ment at Synovus Financial Corporation. After 
working for Synovus Financial Corporation, Ju-
dith joined the board of Midtown Incorporated 
where Mayor Teresa Tomlinson served as the 
Executive Director. After developing a solid 
business relationship, Tomlinson hired Judith 
as MidTown’s Director of Community Affairs, 
and together they increased the organization’s 
membership from 24 to 100 members. When 
Tomlinson ran and won in the 2010 mayoral 
election for the City of Columbus, she ap-
pointed Judith to be her Executive Assistant, 
and for more than 7 years, Judith has done a 

tremendous job in upholding the highest 
standards of professionalism, honesty, and af-
fability. 

Ms. Tucker’s distinguished civil service has 
been mirrored by her extensive involvement in 
her community. In conjunction with her profes-
sional accomplishments in government, Ms. 
Tucker served on a several boards, including 
the boards of NeighborWorks for Columbus 
arid the Columbus Symphony Orchestra. She 
also belonged to a number of prestigious or-
ganizations, such as Girl Scouts of Historical 
Georgia, the Gracious Ladies of Georgia, and 
the Kiwanis Club of Columbus. 

Judith Tucker’s faith has always instilled 
within her a desire to positively shape the 
community in which she lives. As the Chair 
Pro-Tem of the Board of Trustees at St. 
James A.M.E., she regularly incorporates her 
faith into her commitment to public service. 

She has accomplished much throughout her 
life, but none of this would be possible without 
the grace of God and the inspiration, love and 
support of her son, Kenneth Tucker, and her 
grandson, Tristan Tucker. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get; you make 
your life by what you give.’’ The greater Co-
lumbus area is a better place because of Ju-
dith Tucker and her tireless commitment to 
making our community stronger. As a woman 
of great integrity, her efforts, her dedication, 
and her expertise are unparalleled, but her 
heart for helping others utilizing these qualities 
has made her life’s work truly special. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
700,000 citizens of the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict, in extending our sincerest appreciation 
and best wishes to Ms. Judith Tucker upon 
the occasion of her retirement from an out-
standing career of public service. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE NATIONAL DAY 
OF TAIWAN 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to note the upcoming National Day of 
Taiwan, which falls on October 10th. I extend 
my best wishes to the people of Taiwan as 
they prepare for this important day, and also 
offer my best wishes for the day itself. 

As a Member of Congress, I am proud of 
the actions we have taken through the Taiwan 
Relations Act (TRA) and the Six Assurances 
in helping to make it possible for the people of 
Taiwan to build the strong, prosperous, and 
democratic society they enjoy today. Our bilat-
eral relationship is as strong as ever, and I am 
confident it will continue to be in the years to 
come. 

Trade between the United States and Tai-
wan exceeded $65 billion in 2016, a sign of 
close economic cooperation and friendship. 
Recently, Foxconn, a Taiwan-based company, 
made an announcement that they were ex-
panding in to the United States through new 
facilities. I look forward to working towards 
closer trade ties and a renewed commitment 
for economic prosperity. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me in a 
message of continuing friendship to the people 

of Taiwan, and in wishing them a Happy Dou-
ble Ten Day. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
DR. STEPHEN A. RALLS 

HON. A. DREW FERGUSON IV 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr, Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the retirement of Dr. Stephen A. 
Ralls. 

Dr. Ralls has served as the Executive Direc-
tor of the American College of Dentists for the 
past 20 years, one of the longest serving lead-
ers in the organization’s 100-year history. 

The American College of Dentists was 
founded on August 20, 1920, in response to 
serious problems facing the profession. The 
group works to elevate the standards of den-
tistry, encourage graduate study and grant fel-
lowship to those who have done meritorious 
work. The American College of Dentists is 
nonprofit and apolitical, and has long been re-
garded as the ‘‘conscience of dentistry.’’ 

As a dentist myself, I deeply appreciate the 
contributions of this organization, and, particu-
larly Dr. Ralls, to the field of dentistry. Their 
work has elevated the field and calls on all 
dentists to excel. 

I want to extend my gratitude to Dr. Ralls for 
his commitment to the American College of 
Dentists and the greater community of den-
tistry. I congratulate him on his retirement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 250TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE TOWN OF 
LENOX 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Town of 
Lenox, Massachusetts on the occasion of its 
250th anniversary. Over the course of its sto-
ried history, Lenox has been home to people 
and events which have greatly contributed to 
the vibrancy of our country’s traditions and 
culture. Located in the heart of the Berkshire 
Mountains, the town is a wonderful represen-
tation of Western Massachusetts and the 
beauty it holds. 

Lenox was named after Charles Lennox, the 
Third Duke of Richmond, who was known and 
respected for being an advocate of the inter-
ests of American colonists in the British House 
of Lords. The town lived up to the legacy of 
its namesake as an active participant in the 
Revolutionary War. In less than a decade after 
its first town meeting in 1767, Lenox was rep-
resented before the Royal Governor of Massa-
chusetts by Colonel John Paterson, who 
would go on to play a central role in paving 
the way for the birth of the United States of 
America. 

Since then, Lenox has contributed gener-
ously to the notable history and culture of not 
only Massachusetts, but also that of our na-
tion. The region’s rustic beauty helped Lenox 
develop into a lively artists’ colony, attracting 
creative minds the likes of which included writ-
er Nathaniel Hawthorne, photographer James 
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Van Der Zee, and novelist Edith Wharton. The 
town has facilitated the preservation of The 
Mount, Ms. Wharton’s country estate, which is 
a National Historic Landmark and welcomes 
tens of thousands of visitors annually. Lenox 
is also renowned for its cultivation and encour-
agement of the musical arts through the an-
nual Tanglewood Music Festival, as well as 
the Tanglewood Estate which has served as 
the summer home for the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra since 1937. The town also boasts 
the new international campus of Shakespeare 
and Company, a popular theater group and 
world-famous center for creative excellence in 
the arts. 

Mr. Speaker, the Town of Lenox, Massachu-
setts has been a place of historical importance 
and cultural renaissance since its founding in 
1767. Additionally, its admirable promotion of 
the arts is certainly worthy of recognition. 
Lenox is a place of outstanding character and 
I am proud to represent them in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. As the town cele-
brates their 250th anniversary with a town- 
wide parade, I wish them all the best and con-
tinued prosperity. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST, MS. 
FANNIE LOU HAMER 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the civil rights 
icon and voting rights activist, Ms. Fannie Lou 
Hamer. Ms. Hamer is fondly remembered and 
admired for her activism during the Civil 
Rights Movement while speaking out against 
the injustices that African Americans faced in 
Mississippi and across the United States. 

Ms. Fannie Lou Hamer was born in Mont-
gomery County, Mississippi, to a family of im-
poverished share croppers. At just six years 
old, her family expected her to work in the 
fields, which she continued to do for most of 
her early life until she was fired for trying to 
register to vote. 

At 37 years old, Ms. Hamer launched her 
career in political activism, which soon be-
came her chief mission in life. Ms. Hamer at-
tended a meeting hosted by the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) where she first registered to vote and 
became a field worker on the voter registration 
committee. In 1964, she attended the Demo-
cratic Convention in Atlanta and eventually 
helped found the Mississippi Freedom Demo-
cratic Party. Ms. Hamer became one of the 
faces of the civil rights struggle in Mississippi. 

While the Voting Rights Act of 1965 codified 
what Ms. Hamer fought so hard for in our 
country, there still remains much to do. Before 
the 2016 election, 14 states adopted new 
voter laws under the guise of combating voter 
fraud, which essentially created new barriers 
to voting for tens of thousands of low-income 
citizens and citizens of color. Later, the Su-
preme Court decision in Shelby v. Holder left 
many across the nation without their funda-
mental right to vote by reversing a key formula 
used in the Voting Rights Act to hold states 
accountable. On May 11, 2017, President 

Trump issued an executive order that would 
create an ‘‘election integrity’’ commission, 
which has been stated to combat voter fraud, 
but in reality will lead to a repeat of the egre-
gious mistakes of our past. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Hamer’s persistence and 
diligence in her fight for voting rights was inte-
gral to the Civil Rights Movement and the 
eventual passage of legislation that protected 
the right to vote for all citizens. We must con-
tinue to remember her struggle, as the strug-
gle continues even to this day. By .honoring 
Ms. Hamer’s legacy, we can learn from the 
mistakes of our past and recognize those who 
had fought for a better future. 

f 

DISASTER TAX RELIEF AND AIR-
PORT AND AIRWAY EXTENSION 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I fully sup-
port a long-term extension of FAA authority, 
and I am very concerned that the expiration 
on September 30th will have serious con-
sequences for our air safety and economy. 
Congress owes the American people a bill that 
will provide stability for our air traffic control-
lers and keep our skies safe. So I am ex-
tremely disappointed that the Republican lead-
ership has decided to attach a number of con-
troversial and partisan policy provisions that 
are not germane to air travel and for that rea-
son, I cannot support the bill in its original 
form. 

For example, this legislation contains provi-
sions that relate to hurricane disaster relief 
and the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP). Unfortunately, this bill does not extend 
reauthorization, increase borrowing authority, 
or address the overall stability of the NFIP. In-
stead, Republicans have decided to use this 
legislation as a vehicle to develop the private 
flood insurance market. Furthermore, the pro-
visions providing tax relief to hurricane victims 
are woefully inadequate in assisting our fellow 
Americans in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. 

Additionally, while this bill extends authority 
for a number of health care programs, Repub-
licans have decided to disregard essential bi-
partisan priorities like the Child Health Insur-
ance Program (CHIP) and Community Health 
Centers. These programs require immediate 
reauthorization, and failure to do so will leave 
states like Minnesota without money to pro-
vide healthcare for babies, children, and ex-
pecting mothers. Community health centers 
across the country will lose the support they 
need to provide basic healthcare. Some will 
even be forced to close. The bill also fails to 
address the urgent need to reauthorize the 
Special Diabetes Program. While a short-term 
extension is included for the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians, the funding is inad-
equate. 

Mr. Speaker, these are all important issues, 
and deserve immediate Congressional action, 
but the only way to solve them is with bipar-
tisan solutions. Half measures and political 
games will only waste more time, and Demo-
crats stand ready to work with our Republican 

colleagues to address each of these issues in 
a more thoughtful way. 

The Republican leadership has had nine 
months to work out a bipartisan, long-term so-
lution for FAA Reauthorization. Instead of 
working with Democrats to pass a customary 
multi-year reauthorization, the Republican 
leadership waited until the last minute to push 
forward only a six month patch. Republicans 
then wasted more time by including a number 
of unrelated and partisan provisions that had 
nothing to do with FAA Reauthorization. Their 
decision to include a provision that would have 
effectively dismantled the National Flood In-
surance Program (NFIP) ensured that the pre-
vious version of this bill would never pass the 
Senate. 

We owe the American public and our air 
traffic controllers better. Playing political 
games with something as important as airline 
safety is unacceptable. Failure to reauthorize 
FAA authority would leave our air traffic con-
trollers and the travelling public at great risk. 
Not only would a lapse in reauthorization 
mean furloughs for tens of thousands of air 
traffic controllers, but it would also force vital 
airport improvement projects to come to a halt. 
The effects of this shutdown would have seri-
ous implications on America’s economy and 
air safety. 

Now that the Senate has stripped out the 
most controversial provisions of this legisla-
tion, I am able to support it. However, Con-
gress must put aside partisan differences, 
work together, and produce a long-term exten-
sion that our airline industry so desperately 
needs. 

f 

FANNIE LOU HAMER— 
NEVERTHELESS, SHE PERSISTED 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in honor of an American hero, 
Fannie Lou Hamer. A leader in the Civil Rights 
Movement, Fannie Lou Hamer faced down 
racism, violence, prison, and more in her fight 
for the right to vote. This week marks what 
would be Hamer’s 100th birthday, giving us an 
opportunity to reflect on Fannie Lou’s legacy, 
her persistence in the face of adversity, and 
what her story means for our country today. 

For those of you who are not familiar with 
Hamer’s story, Fannie Lou was born in 1917 
in Mississippi, the youngest of 20 children. Her 
family worked as sharecroppers in Mississippi, 
and at the age of six, Fannie Lou joined them 
picking cotton. 

It was in 1962, after nearly forty years of 
working in the fields that Fannie Lou Hamer 
tried to register to vote. For African Americans 
in Mississippi during the Jim Crowe era, reg-
istering to vote was an act of extraordinary 
courage. This was a time when black men and 
women, mothers and daughters, and fathers 
and sons were beaten and lynched by white 
mobs with no legal repercussions. 

Fannie Lou knew these dangers, but never-
theless, she persisted. In August of 1962, she 
traveled to Indianola, Mississippi to register to 
vote. When she returned home after reg-
istering, she was fired by the owner of the 
plantation she worked on, who had warned 
her against registering. 
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But nevertheless, she persisted. Leaving the 

plantation, Fannie Lou traveled the South, 
working with the Civil Rights movement, 
teaching African Americans to read and help-
ing them register to vote. One day, on her way 
back from a literacy workshop, Fannie Lou 
was arrested on false charges and jailed. In 
jail, police beat Fannie Lou to within an inch 
of her life with a blackjack. It took Fannie Lou 
more than a month to recover, and the beating 
would scar her both mentally and physically. 

But nevertheless, she persisted. Over the 
next decade, Fannie Lou Hamer took her fight 

for the right to vote to the national party. From 
humble beginnings, she challenged the Presi-
dent of the United States, Members of Con-
gress, the Democratic Party, and lawmakers 
at every level to confront the realities of rac-
ism in the United States and to build a democ-
racy inclusive of all Americans. 

Time and again, she faced violence and she 
faced institutions built on decades of racism. 
But nevertheless she persisted. 

Today, I stand, not only to honor the cour-
age and accomplishment of Fannie Lou 
Hamer, but to offer her story as inspiration to 

the Americans today who are fighting to make 
our country a better place to live. As we work 
to turn back new discriminatory voting laws, as 
we speak out for a more affordable health 
care system for all Americans, as we take a 
stand on issues like police brutality, we must 
persist. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman THOMP-
SON for organizing Members today in honor of 
Fannie Lou Hamer. We can never allow her 
work or her legacy to be forgotten. 
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