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HONORING SHELBY O’NEIL 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Shelby O’Neil, a dedicated con-
stituent of the 20th Congressional District. At 
just sixteen years of age, Shelby has found a 
passion for environmentalism that she has 
channeled in ways that are truly exceptional. 

In my district on the central coast of Cali-
fornia, we understand the importance of con-
servation and respect for the natural environ-
ment we all enjoy. Among the many parks and 
recreation areas in the 20th district, our crown 
jewel is the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary. This pristine stretch of coastline, 
while enjoyed in many ways by residents and 
tourists alike, also stands as an enduring re-
sponsibility to the residents of the Central 
Coast to ensure its protection. Protected lands 
such as the sanctuary in our backyard are liv-
ing postcards that we pass to future genera-
tions. It is up to those future generations to 
shoulder that burden and rise to the respon-
sibilities. Shelby has answered this call, and 
has risen to this challenge in truly impressive 
ways. 

Shelby has demonstrated sincere dedication 
to the cause of reducing ocean pollution and 
has built a framework with which to engage 
her peers, neighbors, and businesses in pro-
tecting our local environment. She came to 
develop a passion for this cause by volun-
teering at the Monterey Bay Aquarium, a 
world-renowned institution of marine biological 
research. During her time as a volunteer, 
Shelby quickly learned about the threat that 
pollution poses to the ocean. Determined to 
take action, Shelby founded her own nonprofit 
organization, the Junior Ocean Guardians. 
Under Shelby’s leadership, the Junior Ocean 
Guardians have planned several beach clean-
up efforts and done classroom presentations 
at schools around the Central Coast to raise 
awareness and build support for the organiza-
tion’s mission of protecting our oceans. 

In addition, the Junior Ocean Guardians are 
championing a new initiative called ‘‘No Straw 
November.’’ In my home state of California, a 
permanent ban has been issued on plastic 
bags due to the unnecessary pollution they 
cause in our oceans. However, there is still 
much work to be done in reducing other 
sources of plastic pollution. That is why I am 
so impressed with the Junior Ocean Guard-
ians, who have taken on the goal of ending 
the use of single use plastic straws, which 
pose a serious risk to our diverse marine eco-
systems on the coast of California. No Straw 
November represents an effort to raise the 
public’s awareness of the importance of plastic 
pollution by challenging participants to go an 
entire month without using a single use plastic 
straw. While there is much work to be done in 
the halls of Congress to address environ-
mental pollution, real change begins by chang-

ing our habits and behaviors. By challenging 
her community to make the small sacrifices 
necessary to sustain the beautiful natural habi-
tats we all enjoy, Shelby is performing a vital 
civic duty, and her efforts set her apart as an 
example for her peers. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to add my 
name to the recognition of Shelby’s accom-
plishments, and wish her the best in her future 
endeavors. I encourage all of my colleagues in 
the House to show their support by joining me 
in taking the No Straw November challenge. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LUZERNE 
COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ON THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Luzerne County Community 
College, which is celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year. LCCC was founded in 1966 by 
the Luzerne County Board of Commissioners 
as a public, two-year college to provide afford-
able, accessible education for residents of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania and first began 
educating students in 1967. 

When the College opened in 1967, North-
eastern Pennsylvania was facing a pivotal mo-
ment in its history as the regional economy 
shifted away from coal industry jobs. The Col-
lege responded to the demand for qualified, 
educated individuals to meet the needs of the 
area’s rapidly changing industrial framework. 
From a two-building location in Wilkes-Barre, 
LCCC moved to its permanent, 122–acre loca-
tion in Nanticoke in 1974. In the early 2000s, 
LCCC began expanding its reach beyond its 
Nanticoke Campus to include Hazelton, Ber-
wick, Elk Lake, and its newest location in 
downtown Scranton. 

Today, Luzerne County Community College 
offers associate degree, certificate, and di-
ploma programs to over 5,000 students annu-
ally. The community college option provides 
affordable college education to a diverse stu-
dent body from recent high school graduates 
to adult learners who are returning to the 
classroom for the first time since high school. 
LCCC offers programs in Nursing, Criminal 
Justice, Business Administration, and Com-
puter Information Systems. 

For many students, their education does not 
end with Luzerne County Community College. 
Many choose to continue their education at 
one of over 40 baccalaureate degree-awarding 
institutions with which LCCC has matriculation 
or transfer agreements. Many students in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania are set on a path-
way toward success that begins with a strong 
educational groundwork from LCCC. 

The College is committed to remaining at 
the forefront in affordable, accessible edu-
cation in the Wyoming Valley and continues to 
adapt and respond to meet the needs of the 

area’s growing and changing educational, eco-
nomic, and industrial needs. 

f 

IN HONOR OF REVEREND ELIJAH 
SMITH, SR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a dedicated man of God, com-
munity servant, Civil Rights Leader, family 
man and friend of longstanding, Rev. Elijah 
Smith, Sr. Sadly, Rev. Smith passed away on 
October 2, 2017. His funeral service will be 
held on Saturday, October 7, 2017 at 1 p.m. 
at the St. Peter A.M.E. Church in Fort Valley, 
Georgia. 

Reverend Elijah Smith, Sr. was born on De-
cember 28, 1939, in Fort Valley, Georgia, to 
the union of the late Mr. Samuel L. Smith and 
the late Mrs. Ola M. Johnson Smith. He was 
educated in the Peach County School System. 

On October 11, 1964, Reverend Smith re-
ceived a calling that would change his life for-
ever—he was called to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. He acknowledged this calling at 
the Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church in Peach 
County. His first pastoral appointment oc-
curred in 1967 in the Eastman Circuit in East-
man, Georgia. He served in Eastman for four 
years. He was then assigned to the Allen 
Chapel and Mountain Creek A.M.E. Churches 
in Sumter County where he served for a total 
of 13 years. In 1984, he was assigned to the 
St. John A.M.E. Church in Columbus, Georgia. 
During this time, the church was destroyed by 
a tornado and he was instrumental in the re-
building of the church at its current location on 
Steam Mill Road in Columbus. He served at 
St. John for ten years. Because of his legacy 
of service and his commitment to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, he was appointed by Bishop 
Donald George Kenneth Ming as the Presiding 
Elder of the Eastern District. He was at the 
time one of three presiding Elders in the 
Southwest Georgia Conference of thee Afri-
can-Methodist Episcopal Church. At the time 
of his retirement as a Presiding Elder, he was 
senior Presiding Elder in charge of thirty-six 
churches. He also retired as a Civil Service 
Employee at Robins Air Force Base, as an 
electronic technician. He also was an entre-
preneur, as he was the owner of D and S Flo-
rist in Fort Valley, Georgia. 

Shirley Chisholm once said that, ‘‘Service is 
the rent that we pay for the space that we oc-
cupy here on this earth.’’ Reverend Smith not 
only paid his rent, as a minister of the gospel, 
but he paid his rent with his many social and 
civic affiliations. During his lifetime, he re-
ceived many awards to include: Jośeph Ros-
coe Campbell Freedom Award for service to 
the Concerned Citizens Movement for the 
Americus-Sumter County NAACP; Special 
Recognition Award for outstanding and dedi-
cated service to the Americus Police Depart-
ment and the Sumter County Community for 
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his spiritual guidance as chaplain; The Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Minister’s Community Service 
Award in recognition of outstanding and meri-
torious service to the church and community 
from the Columbus; Georgia Chapter of Push; 
the Sixth Episcopal District (state of Georgia) 
sons of Allen Award of Support; one of the 50 
Most influential African Americans in the Co-
lumbus-Ft. Benning and Phenix City Area. He 
was also a lifetime member of the NAACP, 
since March of 1996. Reverend Smith served 
as a past President of the Americus-Sumter 
Branch of the NAACP. He was always push-
ing African-Americans to use their political 
power at the ballot box to effectuate positive 
social change. 

Rev. Elijah Smith loved people and he al-
ways fought for what was right. He was guid-
ed by his love of God and his love of people. 
Mother Teresa once said that, ‘‘At the end of 
life we will not be judged by how many diplo-
mas we have received, how much money we 
have made, how many great things we have 
done. We will be judged by ’I was hungry, and 
you gave me something to eat, I was naked 
and you clothed me. I was homeless, and you 
took me in.’ ’’ Rev. Elijah Smith used his life 
for good and to help others. He always be-
lieved that the ‘‘time is always right to do that 
which is right.’’ 

On a personal note, Rev. Smith and his 
family have been dear friends to my wife Viv-
ian and me for many years, and I will always 
value the support, encouragement and coun-
sel that he imparted to me over the years. 

Rev. Elijah Smith was a great man and ac-
complished many things in his life, but none of 
this would have been possible with out the 
love and support of his family. His legacy lives 
on through his wife, Janet, his children, step 
children, grandchildren and all of those that he 
touched in a special way. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 730 000 constituents of the 
Second Congressional District of Georgia sa-
lute and honor the life of Reverend Elijah 
Smith, Sr. for his commitment to spreading the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ for over five decades 
and serving humankind. I ask my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to join us in 
extending our deepest condolences to Rev-
erend Smith’s family during this difficult time. 
We pray that they will be consoled and com-
forted by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit 
in the days, weeks and months ahead. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL JAY SILVERIA, SUPER-
INTENDENT, U.S. AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY, COLORADO 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lieutenant General Jay Silveria, the Su-
perintendent of the U.S. Air Force Academy in 
Colorado, and include in the RECORD the tran-
script of his powerful remarks. After five Afri-
can-American cadet candidates found racial 
slurs written on the doors of their dorm rooms, 
Lt. Gen. Silveria gathered the cadets together 
and forcefully denounced the acts of racism in 
a speech that has gained national attention, 
with more than 1.7 million views on Facebook 
and over 22,000 shares on Twitter. 

Our nation was founded on the principles of 
equality and the inalienable rights of our citi-
zens. Throughout our history Americans like 
Lt. General Silveria have fought to defend 
these rights. His remarks are the masterpiece 
of a true patriot and one we should all remem-
ber and be inspired by as we continue to 
strive for E Pluribus Unum and a more perfect 
union. 

[Full Remarks, 28 September 2017] 
(By Lieutenant General Jay Silveria) 

Ladies and gentlemen, you may have heard 
that some people down in the prep school 
wrote some racial slurs on some message 
boards. If you haven’t heard that, I wanted 
you to hear it from me. If you’re outraged by 
those words then you’re in the right place. 
That kind of behavior has no place at the 
prep school, it has no place at USAFA, and it 
has no place in the US Air Force. 

You should be outraged, not only as an air-
man, but as a human being. And I’ll tell you, 
that the appropriate response for horrible 
language and horrible ideas, the appropriate 
response is a better idea. So that’s why I’m 
here. That’s why all these people are up here 
on the staff tower, so let me have everybody 
who’s up here please pull forward to the 
rails. Also, there’s so many people here, 
they’re lining the outsides along the win-
dows. These are members of the faculty, 
coaching staff, AOC’s, AMT’s, from the air-
field, from my staff, from my headquarters, 
all aspects of the 10th Airbase Wing, all as-
pects that make up USAFA and the United 
States Air Force Academy leadership is here. 
You heard from Brigadier General Goodwin, 
Brigadier General Armacost is here, Colonel 
Block from the athletic department is here, 
Mr. Knowlton is in Washington, DC right 
now. 

That’s why they’re here. That’s why we’re 
all here, because we have a better idea. Some 
of you may think that that happened down 
in the prep school and doesn’t apply to us. I 
would be naive and we would all be naive to 
think that everything is perfect here. We 
would be naive to think that we shouldn’t 
discuss this topic. We would also be tone- 
deaf not to think about the backdrop of 
what’s going on in our country. Things like 
Charlottesville and Ferguson, the protests in 
the NFL, that’s why we have a better idea. 
One of those ideas, the Dean brought people 
together to discuss Charlottesville because 
what we should have is a civil discourse and 
talk about these issues, that’s a better idea. 

We received outstanding feedback from 
that session at Charlottesville, but I also 
have a better idea and it’s about our diver-
sity, and it’s the power of the diversity, the 
power of the 4,000 of you and all of the people 
that are on the staff tower and lining the 
glass, the power of us as a diverse group, the 
power that we come from all walks of life, 
that we come from all parts of this country, 
that we come from all races, we come from 
all backgrounds, gender, all makeup, all up-
bringing. The power of that diversity comes 
together and makes us that much more pow-
erful. That’s a much better idea than small 
thinking and horrible ideas. We have an op-
portunity here, 5,500 people in this room, to 
think about what we are as an institution. 
This is our institution and no one can take 
away our values. No one can write on a board 
and question our values. No one can take 
that away from us. 

So just in case you’re unclear on where I 
stand on this topic, I’m going to leave you 
with my most important thought today: If 
you can’t treat someone with dignity and re-
spect, then you need to get out. If you can’t 
teach someone from another gender, whether 
that’s a man or a woman, with dignity and 
respect, then you need to get out. If you de-

mean someone in any way, then you need to 
get out. And if you can’t treat someone from 
another race or a different color skin with 
dignity and respect, then you need to get 
out. 

Reach for your phones. I’m serious, reach 
for your phones. OK, you don’t have to reach 
for your phones, I’m going to give you an op-
portunity to reach for your phones. I want 
you to videotape this so that you can have 
it, so that you can use it, so that we all have 
the moral courage together, all of us on the 
staff tower lining the glass, all of us in this 
room. This is our institution, and if you need 
it, and you need my words, then you keep 
these words. And you use them and you re-
member them and you share them and you 
talk about them. If you can’t treat someone 
with dignity and respect, then get out. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE 
SAM FARR AND THE ELEVATION 
OF PINNACLES TO A NATIONAL 
PARK 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my predecessor in this seat, the 
Honorable Sam Farr, for one of the most sig-
nificant accomplishments of his public career. 
In 2012, he led a remarkable bi-partisan effort 
to pass legislation that elevated the Pinnacles 
National Monument to our nation’s 59th na-
tional park. On Saturday, October 7, the Pin-
nacles National Park Foundation will recognize 
Sam for this instrumental contribution to the 
conservation and interpretation of our nation’s 
natural heritage. 

Mr. Speaker, the Pinnacles is a truly re-
markable place, but the Pinnacles National 
Park is more than its stunning scenery. The 
remnant of a 23 million-year-old volcano, the 
San Andreas fault carried the Pinnacles sev-
eral hundred miles north to its present loca-
tion. Its unique habitats form an island of bio-
diversity that is home to numerous unique 
plant and animal species, including the Cali-
fornia Condor and over 400 species of bees. 

It is also a place for people. The indigenous 
Amah Mutsun and Piknacih peoples lived 
amongst, traveled through, and revered the 
Pinnacles for thousands of years. The Spanish 
friars planted one of California’s first vineyards 
in the shadow of the Pinnacles. After Cali-
fornia became part of the United States, local 
ranchers would take summer trips to the Pin-
nacles caves to escape the heat. A rancher 
from one of those families, Schuler Hain, led 
a public campaign to have the Federal Gov-
ernment protect the Pinnacles. That cul-
minated in President Theodore Roosevelt des-
ignating the Pinnacles a National Monument in 
1908. 

In the 5 years since its elevation to National 
Park status, even more people have come to 
visit the Pinnacles. This has provided a re-
markable boost for the surrounding commu-
nities’ economies, who have seen increases in 
their hospitality business. Prior to arriving to 
Congress, I heard Sam tell the story that the 
idea to author legislation initially came during 
a Rotary meeting in a community near the 
Pinnacles. A Rotarian suggested that making 
the Pinnacles a National Park would help the 
local economy. 
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Sam took that idea, added the environ-

mental conservation element, and crafted leg-
islation that could garner widespread support. 
He found a Republican partner in our col-
league JEFF DENHAM. Together, they helped 
steer the bill through the House and ultimately 
to President Obama’s desk. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House in thanking Sam for his years of serv-
ice, and in particular for his efforts to des-
ignate Pinnacles National Park. The Honor-
able Sam Farr has given us a living postcard 
we can send to our children and grand-
children. Our community is forever grateful for 
his service. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BOB 
FRASCA 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, on Octo-
ber 12, friends, partners and admirers of Bob 
Frasca are gathering in Portland to honor his 
career of over 50 years. Bob was a founder of 
one of America’s leading architectural firms, 
Zimmer Gunsul Frasca Architects. Since its 
humble beginnings, ZGF has grown to be one 
of the premier architectural firms in the world 
with 600 design professionals networked 
across six offices in the U. S. and Canada. 
Portland, across the country, and around the 
world, ZGF has received accolades and 
awards for its design work. 

The firm would not be where it is today with-
out the leadership and influence of Bob 
Frasca. 

Bob graduated with a Bachelor of Architec-
ture from the University of Michigan, and a 
Master of City Planning from MIT. He moved 
to Portland in 1959 and became the partner- 
in-charge of design for ZGF in 1966. Over the 
years, I have witnessed his significant impact 
in the Portland region with his emphasis on 
designs that build communities. He has played 
an important role in the evolution of Portland 
as livable city, thanks to his collaboration with 
others and his advocacy for the civic role ar-
chitects and architecture play in making a 
great city. He was instrumental in the redevel-
opment of Portland’s waterfront and defined 
the ‘‘heart’’ of downtown that later became 
Pioneer Square. His design influence is seen 
in the Portland skyline with projects like the 
Justice Center, the KOIN Tower and the Or-
egon Convention Center, as well as Portland 
International Airport. 

His portfolio of user-driven buildings has 
been recognized for creating environments 
that foster health and innovation, dem-
onstrated by the National Institutes of Health 
Mark O. Hatfield Clinical Research Center, the 
Duke University Fitzpatrick Center for Inter-
disciplinary Sciences, and the Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute Yawkey Center for Cancer 
Care. His work in urban contexts has contin-
ued with projects such as Twelve West in 
Portland and 1200 Seventeenth Street in 
Washington, DC, and his international reach 
has touched U.S. embassies and consulates 
in Istanbul, Sofia, and Manila. 

With Bob’s leadership, ZGF’s design excel-
lence and architecture raised the firm’s profile 
worldwide. Clients have engaged them to de-

velop projects from single structures to entire 
eco-districts, pioneering a new urban planning 
approach to create resilient neighborhoods, 
grounded in placemaking and community 
stakeholder engagement for a collective, sus-
tainable vision. 

Throughout his career, Bob has received 
numerous awards, including the AIA North-
west & Pacific Region Medal of Honor for his 
contributions to the built environment, his ad-
vocacy for design excellence and ongoing 
mentorship of emerging design talent, the 
Watzek Award for Contributions to the Enrich-
ment of the State of Oregon, and the Honored 
Citizen Award from the Architectural Founda-
tion of Oregon. 

Bob Frasca’s illustrious career deserves a 
hearty congratulations. His leadership, passion 
for the process of design, and ethic of environ-
mental stewardship has raised the architec-
tural bar and the quality of the urban experi-
ence throughout the nation, internationally, 
and most importantly, here at home in Port-
land, Oregon. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LEGAL 
SERVICES OF GREATER MIAMI 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize an inspiring organization 
located in my Congressional District, Legal 
Services of Greater Miami, that for over 50 
years has fought tirelessly for equality and jus-
tice for low income families of South Florida. 

Legal Services is dedicated to helping our 
most vulnerable neighbors including women, 
children, seniors, veterans, people with disabil-
ities, low wage workers and the homeless, 
and continues to create a positive impact on 
our community. 

Legal Services of Greater Miami has 
transitioned to a new location and will be bet-
ter able to assist people in need. 

Thank you to all the attorneys, to the staff 
and to the volunteers of Legal Services for 
providing much needed assistance to the most 
vulnerable members of our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIANNE DENNSTEDT 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to Lianne Dennstedt, 
who passed away in Flagstaff, Arizona on 
Monday, September 18, 2017. Lianne was the 
eldest daughter of Brenda Dennstedt, Vice 
President of the Western Municipal Water Dis-
trict Board of Directors, and Shawn Dennstedt, 
a 24-year veteran of the San Diego County 
Sheriffs Department, as well as the older sis-
ter of Jaimee Dennstedt. She will be greatly 
missed. 

Lianne attended Murrieta Valley High 
School in Murrieta, California, where she was 
a decorated cross country runner in addition to 
being an excellent student. Following her 
graduation in 2016 with a full International 

Baccalaureate diploma, she decided to attend 
Northern Arizona University (NAU) in Flagstaff, 
Arizona, due to its high scholastic standards. 
In her freshman year at NAU, Lianne selected 
Environmental Science as her major and 
made the Dean’s List both semesters. 

Just a few weeks ago, Lianne had just 
begun her sophomore year at NAU when she 
became ill with a severe sore throat. A week 
later, she was admitted to the hospital with 
meningitis, double pneumonia and renal fail-
ure. Despite her strength, the unwavering sup-
port of her family and dedicated actions by her 
medical team, Lianne lost her battle with this 
aggressive illness. I join the Dennstedt family 
in expressing my heartfelt appreciation to the 
doctors, nursing staff and team of medical 
specialists at Flagstaff Medical Center for their 
heroic efforts, kindness and compassion dur-
ing this incredibly difficult time. 

I had the distinct privilege of knowing Lianne 
and her family for many years, and there are 
simply no words that soften the heartbreaking 
loss of Lianne’s loving and bright spirit. I ex-
tend my heartfelt condolences to the entire 
Dennstedt family and her friends. Although 
Lianne may be gone, I know that the joy and 
happiness she brought to those around her 
will endure forever. 

f 

106TH NATIONAL DAY OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the 106th National Day of the 
Republic of China. The annual celebration 
commemorates the start of the Wuchang Up-
rising of October 10, 1911, which led to the 
collapse of the Qing dynasty in China and the 
establishment of the Republic of China on 
January 1, 1912. Double Ten Day is marked 
every year in Denver, Colorado with an honor-
able reception organized by our local Double 
Ten Day Celebration Committee. 

I rise today to acknowledge Chairman, Dr. 
Paul C. Cheng and the volunteers who serve 
on the Double Ten Celebration Committee. 
Additionally, I would like to recognize the past 
Chairs of the Double Ten Celebration Com-
mittee who have served since I have rep-
resented the Sixth Congressional District; 
Nancy Tan, Nelson Ho, Ming Der Liu, Sylvia 
Edgar, Dr. Tai Dan Hsu, Lily Shen and Kevin 
Hsu, who have each year managed to expertly 
execute this important event in our community. 
The United States and Taiwan enjoy a long-
standing relationship that stems from our 
shared values: democracy, the rule of law, 
and free enterprise. The Taiwanese-Ameri-
cans living in Colorado bring a wealth of 
knowledge and entrepreneurial energy to our 
community, contributing in an integral way to 
its growth and success. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my warmest and best 
wishes to the people of Taiwan on this 106th 
National Day of the Republic of China. I also 
extend my congratulations to Chairman Dr. 
Paul C. Cheng and the Double Ten Celebra-
tion Committee on organizing another suc-
cessful Double Ten Celebration for our com-
munity in Colorado. The work of this com-
mittee has helped the Taipei Economic and 
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Cultural Office to excel in its services to and 
relationship with the greater Denver area com-
munity. I look forward attending this event 
every year and to the continued and growing 
friendship and partnership between the United 
States and Taiwan. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JEFF DUNCAN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I mistakenly voted no on Roll Call. 
No. 555 as I was distracted by reporters walk-
ing in to the Chamber due to the events in Las 
Vegas. I intended to vote yes on the Repub-
lican Study Committee Budget Substitute as I 
have for the previous six years. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OREGON HONOR 
FLIGHT 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I recognize 45 Oregon veterans who 
are visiting our nation’s capital this Saturday, 
October 7, as part ofthe South Willamette Val-
ley Honor Flight. These brave individuals 
risked their lives to protect and defend the 
United States and are now here to visit those 
monuments and memorials they helped in-
spire. 

The veterans on this honor flight are as fol-
lows: 

World War II—Bud Barnes, Army; Don Co-
penhagen, Army; Bud Garrett, Navy; Ed 
Hemmingson, Merchant Marines; Wally High, 
Navy; Arlie Holte, Army; Bob LeBlanc, Navy; 
Ray Maggard, Navy; Carl Mason, Navy; Ralph 
Morse, Marine Corps; Curt Wiese, Navy; Stan 
Wilson, Marine Corps. 

Korean War—Larry Adair, Army; Gene 
Amundson, Army; Paulie Bokn, Army; Jim 
Broughton, Navy; Stan Clark, Air Force; Joe 
Couture, Air Force; John Dobson, Navy; Carl 
Gripenburg, Army; Marshall Heflin, Air Force; 
Don Hinkle, Navy; Terry Howard, Army; Wil-
liam Macauley, Air Force; Dorrance Mattson, 
Air Force; Ed Stelting, Army; Ida Stemple, 
Navy; Charlie Stoakes, Army; Ed Sullivan, Air 
Force; Jay Surgeon, Navy; Ron Swanson, Air 
Force; Maurice Thorne, Air Force; Les War-
ner, Army. 

Vietnam War—Kham Bounnavong, Army; 
Paul Fiegener, Army; Joe Grace, Army; Ken 
Henderson, Army; Mike Kisinger, Navy; Dick 
Mann, Army; Tim Mulhern, Marine Corps; Bob 
Pieper, Air Force; Ralph Wendt, Army; Bob 
Whitehead, Navy. 

It is my privilege to include their names in 
the RECORD and my sincere hope that you’ll 
join me in recognizing them for their extraor-
dinary service. 

TAIWAN 106TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 106th anniversary 
of the founding of Taiwan, also known as the 
Republic of China, which occurred following 
the Xinhai Revolution to overthrow the last im-
perial Chinese dynasty. 

Taiwan has been nothing short of an eco-
nomic miracle. Increased investment in infra-
structure, education, and communications dur-
ing the latter half of the 20th Century spurred 
rapid economic growth and elevated Taiwan to 
prominence as one of the ‘‘Four Asian Tigers.’’ 
Taiwan is home to Foxconn, one of the largest 
electronics manufacturers in the world, as well 
as other large technology companies such as 
ASUS, Pegatron, and Quanta Computer. 

The United States and Taiwan enjoy a 
strong, albeit unofficial, relationship, which is 
maintained by the American Institute in Tai-
wan (AIT). On the commercial side, Taiwan is 
the U.S.’s 9th largest trading partner and the 
U.S. is Taiwan’s second largest trading part-
ner. In 2016, U.S. trade with Taiwan totaled 
an estimated $84.9 billion. Cultural relations 
have also prospered in recent years. Travel 
from Taiwan to the U.S. has increased by 50 
percent since Taiwan became a member of 
the U.S. Visa Waiver Program in 2012. 

My home state of Georgia also has a strong 
trade relationship with Taiwan. In 2013, the 
Georgia General Assembly passed a resolu-
tion supporting a free trade agreement be-
tween Taiwan and the U.S. Last year, Geor-
gia’s exports to Taiwan generated over $420 
million. Georgia’s position as a global logistics 
and transportation hub has attracted invest-
ment from the Taiwanese auto parts industry. 
There are also a number of Georgia compa-
nies spanning across multiple industries that 
have operations in Taiwan. 

As a member of the Congressional Taiwan 
Caucus, I would be remiss if I did not con-
gratulate the people of Taiwan on their eco-
nomic development in the last few decades. 
The hard work and ingenuity of the Taiwanese 
people are testaments to their economic suc-
cess and flourishing democracy. I look forward 
to continued cooperation and goodwill be-
tween our two countries in the years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. GEORGE GREEK 
ORTHODOX CHURCH OF SHREVE-
PORT 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, 
it is an honor for me to rise and recognize the 
100th anniversary of the St. George Greek Or-
thodox Church in Shreveport, La. For over a 
century, this congregation has blessed our 
community by spreading the love of God and 
continuing the tradition of giving back to one’s 
neighbors. 

In the beginning of the 20th century, some 
of the first Greek immigrants settled in Shreve-

port, La., and recognized the need for greater 
unity among the small community of orthodox 
families. They then founded a congregation 
that would grow to what we now know as the 
St. George Greek Orthodox Church. The 
name, ‘‘Saint George,’’ was chosen in honor 
of the Saint George Church of New Ephesus 
in Asia Minor, which was destroyed during the 
Turko-Grecian struggle in 1917. Religious lib-
erty is a core principle in the United States. 
While fleeing religious persecution, many 
Greeks found their new home in Northwest 
Louisiana. 

Today, the church is considered the heart of 
the region’s beloved Greek community and is 
distinguished by its rich and colorful artwork 
and architecture depicting insights of ortho-
doxy. The congregation of St. George has a 
long history of generosity and compassion and 
includes some of our closest personal friends. 
The congregation has hosted countless chari-
table events to support its three major philan-
thropic organizations: the Ladies Philoptochos 
Society, the American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association and the Daughters of 
Penelope. For over 60 years, the Philoptochos 
have held an annual pastry sale to raise funds 
for numerous charitable organizations, pro-
viding aid to anyone who may need it. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress and the people of Northwest Lou-
isiana, I am privileged to recognize the St. 
George Greek Orthodox Church and celebrate 
over 100 years of their dedication to the bet-
terment of our community. I, along with my 
wife, Kelly, pray the Lord continues to bless 
this congregation and their important min-
istries. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JACKY ROSEN 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, on October 4th, 
on Roll Call votes 551, 552, 553, and 554. I 
was not present because I was tending to my 
community in Las Vegas, in the aftermath of 
the deadliest mass shooting in United States 
history. Had I been present, I would have 
voted NAY on Roll Call vote 551, NAY on Roll 
Call vote 552, NAY on Roll Call vote 553, and 
NAY on roll call vote 554. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 71) establishing the congressional 
budget for the United States Government for 
fiscal year 2018 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2019 
through 2027: 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I would 
like to include in the RECORD letters from So-
cial Security Works, AFSCME, SEIU, and the 
Coalition on Human Needs. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:04 Oct 06, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05OC8.006 E05OCPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1333 October 5, 2017 
SOCIAL SECURITY WORKS, 

October 4, 2017. 
Hon. CEDRIC RICHMOND, 
Chair, Congressional Black Caucus, House of 

Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE RICHMOND: We are 

writing to express our support for the FY18 
Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) Alter-
native Budget. Your budget outlines respon-
sible priorities, including strengthening So-
cial Security benefits, and demonstrates the 
CBC’s commitment to the best interests of 
the American people. 

The CBC budget alternative is the com-
plete opposite of the cruel legislative pro-
posals contained in the Republican FY18 
House Budget Resolution. While the Repub-
lican budget proposes cutting Social Secu-
rity benefits and undermining Medicare and 
Medicaid, the CBC Alternative Budget works 
to improve Social Security and, more gen-
erally, our economic security, for all of us, 
including seniors, people with disabilities, 
children, and other vulnerable Americans. 

The Congressional Black Caucus clearly 
understands that Social Security is a solu-
tion to a number of challenges facing the na-
tion, including our looming retirement in-
come crisis. Most workers—especially Afri-
can-Americans—have seen their wages stag-
nate. They need insurance against the loss of 
wages in the event of death disability or old 
age, which Social Security provides, as op-
posed to more retirement income savings, 
which are a far less effective solution. Social 
Security is the primary retirement income 
for 72 percent of African-American seniors; 
we must work to protect Social Security 
benefits from any cuts, and work to expand 
its modest benefits. 

The recommendation of the CBC Alter-
native Budget to adjust the cost of living 
calculations by using the Consumer Price 
Index for the Elderly (CPI–E) would be a 
great start to strengthening our Social Secu-
rity system. The current formula for the So-
cial Security cost-of-living-adjustment 
(COLA) is slowly eroding the value of Social 
Security’s already modest benefits. Seniors 
and people with disabilities deserve a yearly 
raise that keeps pace with their actual costs 
of living, which are ever increasing due to 
the cost of pharmaceutical drugs and med-
ical expenses. 

Thank you for introducing the CBC budget 
alternative. The American people deserve a 
budget that fully funds vital programs, and 
not one that makes cuts to pay for tax hand-
outs for wealthy Americans. We look forward 
to working with you during the formation of 
next year’s CBC budget alternative to 
strengthen the proposal even further. 

Sincerely, 
NANCY J. ALTMAN, 

President. 
ALEX LAWSON, 

Executive Director. 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, 
COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOY-
EES, AFL–CIO, 

Washington, DC, October 4, 2017. 
Hon. CEDRIC RICHMOND, 
Chairman, Congressional Black Caucus, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the 1.6 
million members of the American Federation 
of State, County, and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME), I strongly endorse the alter-
native budget resolution proposed by the 
Congressional Black Caucus (CBC). The CBC 
budget represents the true needs of our na-
tion and working families by supporting 
health care needs, basic living standards, nu-
tritional assistance, job training, higher edu-
cation and building better economic oppor-
tunities for everyone. 

The budget decisions made by Congress 
each year are vital to ensuring that the 

economy is strong and that our communities 
are safe and prosperous. Unfortunately, H. 
Con. Res. 71, the budget approved by the 
House Budget Committee, promotes the 
same misguided, inequitable priorities as the 
budget proposed by President Trump. The 
GOP budget sets woefully inadequate spend-
ing levels for critical public services and 
slashes $5.8 trillion over 10 years from non- 
defense discretionary programs and critical 
entitlement programs. It hurts vital human 
needs to significantly boost defense spending 
and provide massive tax giveaways to 
wealthy individuals and corporations. 

The CBC budget sets a better course by in-
vesting in public services that all Americans 
rely on, preserving and improving the Af-
fordable Care Act, cancelling budget seques-
tration cuts, investing in infrastructure to 
create jobs and strengthen communities, in-
vesting in education from the cradle through 
college, targeting investments to eradicate 
poverty, improving retirement security, 
strengthening the right to vote and creating 
a fair tax code to meet our nation’s needs. 

The CBC budget embraces American fami-
lies and promotes job growth and economic 
prosperity. I strongly urge support for the 
CBC budget. 

Sincerely, 
SCOTT FREY, 

Director of Federal Government Affairs. 

SEIU, 
Washington, DC, October 4, 2017. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the 2 
million members of the Service Employees 
International Union (‘‘SEIU’’), I write in 
support of the Congressional Black Caucus’s 
Alternative Budget for Fiscal Year 2018 (‘‘Al-
ternative Budget’’). The Alternative Budget 
would make America’s tax system fairer, re-
build the nation’s infrastructure, and invest 
in our communities and children through 
programs designed to lift millions out of 
poverty. 

The House Republican budget (H. Con. Res. 
71) would cut programs like Medicaid, Medi-
care, and Social Security in order the fi-
nance tax giveaways to the wealthy and big 
corporations. The CBC’s Alternative Budget 
would require the wealthy and corporations 
to pay their fair share, the Alternative Budg-
et would also invest $1 trillion into a robust 
infrastructure program that would accel-
erate the economic recovery and revitalize 
communities across the nation. 

Furthermore, the Alternative Budget 
would invest in community-focused pro-
grams that are designed to lift millions out 
of poverty. These investments include re-
storing funding to the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP), expanding 
access to affordable housing, increasing ac-
cess to affordable and quality education, and 
increasing funding for job training programs. 
Each of these provisions would focus on re-
building the middle class and creating an 
economy that improves the lives of Amer-
ican workers. 

The CBC’s Alternative Budget, along with 
the Congressional Progressive Caucus’s ‘‘The 
People’s Budget,’’ are better paths forward 
for America’s working families than H. Con. 
Res. 71. If you have any questions, please 
reach out to John Foti. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN GRAY, 

Legislative Director. 

COALITION ON HUMAN NEEDS, 
Washington, DC, October 3, 2017. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the 
Coalition on Human Needs, I strongly urge 
you to vote no on H. Con. Res. 71, the pro-
posed FY 2018 Budget Resolution, and to vote 
for the substitute budgets advanced by the 
Congressional Progressive Caucus, Congres-

sional Black Caucus, and the Democratic al-
ternative budget resolution. 

The Coalition on Human Needs is an alli-
ance made up of human service providers, 
faith organizations, policy experts, labor, 
civil rights, and other advocates for meeting 
the needs of low-income and vulnerable peo-
ple. Our members understand that the eco-
nomic security of millions of American fami-
lies depends on building on the progress 
we’ve made in health coverage, jobs, basic 
living standards, and ensuring that our chil-
dren are well-prepared for productive lives. 
But the majority’s proposed budget does not 
build—it breaks apart our engines of 
progress. It will make our nation weaker for 
decades to come. 

The most recent survey data on poverty in 
the U.S. shows the biggest two-year decline 
since the late 1960’s. Refundable tax credits 
for working families, SNAP/food stamps and 
housing subsidies have lifted multi-millions 
of people out of poverty. The decline in the 
proportion of our population without health 
insurance continued its decline in 2016, down 
to 8.8 percent. More people are working, and 
in general, low-and moderate-income house-
holds have finally started to make income 
gains. 

The budget advanced by the House Budget 
Committee would be a dangerous backwards 
plunge, stripping trillions of dollars from 
programs that work to reduce poverty and 
create security and opportunity. Medicaid, 
Medicare, working family tax credits, nutri-
tion assistance, education and housing as-
sistance: these are just some of the services 
the budget would massively cut. The budget 
takes trillions in funding that supports eco-
nomic security and progress and hands it to 
the wealthy and corporations in the form of 
enormous tax cuts. 

The primary goal of H. Con. Res. 71 is to 
allow huge tax cuts to be enacted with only 
a simple majority in the Senate. These tax 
cuts are claimed to be a critical element in 
increasing economic growth enough to make 
the tax cuts deficit neutral. Reputable 
economists are skeptical that the proposed 
tax cuts would boost the economy to the 2.6 
percent average growth projected in the 
budget and acknowledge that tax cuts to cor-
porations and the rich deepen the deficit. 
History supports this: the economy grew and 
unemployment declined more during the 
Clinton tax increase years than during the 
Bush era tax cuts. And the Kansas experi-
ence with tax cuts is cautionary: revenues 
plummeted, with the tax take in 2016 $570 
million lower than in 2013, even after count-
ing increases enacted in sales and cigarette 
taxes. The economic growth that did occur 
from cutting taxes was estimated to bring in 
about $30 million, leaving the state very 
deeply in the hole. The state legislature has 
recently reversed course, unwilling to slash 
education budgets as much as the revenue 
hole would have forced. They saw that they 
were weakening their state. Congress should 
not inflict the same dangerous lesson on the 
entire nation. 

We urge you to reject H. Con. Res. 71 be-
cause of its central choice: paying for tax 
cuts that overwhelmingly favor the rich and 
corporations with cuts to essential services. 
Our nation faces major challenges: reducing 
disproportionate poverty among children and 
helping children and young adults to ad-
vance in education so they can meet the 
challenges in our economic future, pro-
tecting seniors in their retirement, and re-
building communities. Both the emergency 
needs of communities devastated by natural 
disasters and the similarly urgent threats 
from opioids and other epidemics, decaying 
infrastructure and inadequate public health 
and consumer protections demand a vigorous 
federal response. Instead of making these in-
vestments, the House budget would cripple 
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the federal capacity to respond by slashing 
domestic appropriations by 44 percent com-
pared with FY 2010 levels over the next dec-
ade and making similarly extreme cuts in 
health care, nutrition, income assistance for 
seniors, people with disabilities, and working 
families. In addition to trillions of dollars in 
cuts and structural constraints to basic 
mandatory programs, the budget would fast- 
track $203 billion in cuts to domestic pro-
grams over the next ten years through rec-
onciliation rules. Cuts like these would reck-
lessly weaken us; they are self-inflicted 
wounds. 

The proposed tax cuts will worsen inequal-
ity and reward businesses that park their in-
come offshore. Instead, Congress should in-
sist that corporations and the rich pay their 
fair share. Please vote against weakening 
America, and instead protect and expand in-
vestments as called for in the budgets pro-
posed by the Congressional Progressive Cau-
cus, Congressional Black Caucus, and the 
House Budget Committee Democrats’ sub-
stitute. These three constructive alter-
natives deserve your yes vote. 

Sincerely yours, 
DEBORAH WEINSTEIN, 

Executive Director. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO RE-
MOVE THE STATUE OF CONFED-
ERATE GENERAL ALBERT PIKE 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce a bill to require the removal of a statue 
of Confederate General Albert Pike, which is 
currently located on federal land near Judici-
ary Square in the District of Columbia. This 
statue was authorized by Congress in 1898, 
and was paid for by both federal and private 
funds—the Freemasons, of which Pike was a 
member, donated the majority of the money 
needed to build and install the statue in 1901. 
I oppose tearing down Confederate statues, 
because I believe they should be moved to 
more appropriate settings, like museums, to 
avoid erasing an important part of history from 
which Americans must continue to learn. How-
ever, Pike was a Confederate general who 
served dishonorably and was forced to resign 
in disgrace. Soldiers under his command were 
found to have mutilated the bodies of Union 
soldiers, and he was ultimately imprisoned 
after his fellow officers reported that he had 
been misappropriating funds. Adding to the 
dishonor of taking up arms against the United 
States, Pike dishonored even his Confederate 
military service. He certainly has no claim to 
be memorialized in the nation’s capital. Even 
those who do not want Confederate statues 
removed will have to justify according Pike 
any honor considering his history. 

After meeting with the Freemasons, I be-
lieve that the best course of action is to re-
move the statue and find a more appropriate 
place for it. The Freemasons themselves have 
said they ‘‘will support an action . . . to re-
move the statue forthwith so that it shall not 
serve as a source of contention or strife for 
the residents of our community.’’ The Mayor of 
the District of Columbia and the D.C. Council 
also support the removal of the statue. 

My bill clarifies that no federal funds will be 
used to take the Pike statue down. I urge my 

colleagues to support this important legisla-
tion. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. JOSEPH OF 
MARAMURES ROMANIAN ORTHO-
DOX CHURCH 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to help commemorate the 25th anniver-
sary of St. Joseph of Maramures Romanian 
Orthodox Church. St. Joseph’s, the only Ro-
manian Orthodox Church in Luzerne County, 
has grown from humble beginnings to become 
a beacon of faith in our community. 

In 1992, a small group of Romanians lo-
cated in Hazleton, Pennsylvania decided to 
form a mission. With nothing other than faith 
and a desire to succeed, their mission became 
a reality. 

On April 19, 1992, with the blessing of the 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 
and His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel, St. 
Joseph’s first Divine Liturgy was officiated by 
Rev. Fr. Onisie Morar. Over the next year, the 
Mission held its services in various locations, 
including Emil and Dorina Horga’s property in 
Hazleton, where the first Resurrection Service 
was officiated, as well as St. Michael’s Ortho-
dox Church in Freeland. By the grace of God 
and the kindness of others, such as Fr. Law-
rence Baigger, all of the church’s services 
were officiated for its parishioners during this 
time. 

While services were held at St. Michael’s, 
the newly formed Mission began to organize 
and strengthen. The Mission Council and La-
dies Auxiliaries Organization were formed and 
with them, so did the ability to obtain a per-
sonal place of worship. In 1993, the Mission 
Council purchased the United Methodist 
Church in Hazleton, adopting the name of 
Palm Sunday Romanian Church. When the 
mortgage was paid in 1999, the parish 
changed its name to St. Joseph of Maramures 
Romanian Orthodox Church. 

Since then, through the dedication of its pa-
rishioners, the parish has formed a strong 
community within itself, as well as with others 
in the surrounding areas. With the guidance of 
Fr. Cristian Preda, the parish has continued to 
preserve the traditions of the Orthodox Chris-
tian faith, touching many lives in our commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
St. Joseph of Maramures Romanian Orthodox 
Church as it celebrates its 25th anniversary, 
and wishing its parishioners all the best in the 
years to come. 

f 

A HAPPY DOUBLE TEN DAY TO 
THE PEOPLE OF TAIWAN 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, Tuesday, 
October 10th is Taiwan’s National Day—also 
known as Double Ten Day. I would like to take 

this opportunity now to offer my early best 
wishes to the people of Taiwan. 

As my colleagues are aware, Taiwan is a 
close friend, as well as security and trade 
partner of the United States. Accordingly, the 
United States has declared its support for Tai-
wan’s meaningful participation in international 
organizations where its membership is not 
possible. In my home state of Iowa, we are 
enthusiastic to build on our already strong 
trade ties. In 2016, Iowa’s exports to Taiwan 
reached $153.87 million, making Taiwan 
Iowa’s 5th largest export market in Asia. 

Iowa and every state in the nation would 
benefit from the signing of a free trade agree-
ment between Taiwan and the U.S., which 
would eliminate tariffs on most products and 
increase Taiwanese demand and Iowa ex-
ports. Though a small country with a popu-
lation of 23 million, Taiwan has the potential to 
become a strong export market for Iowa and 
the U.S. Taiwan is a major importer of U.S. 
agriculture goods. Other sectors such as 
Iowa’s strong wind energy sector have poten-
tial for bilateral cooperation as well. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I wish the people of 
Taiwan a Happy Double Ten Day. And I take 
this opportunity to echo the words of Barry 
Goldwater when he said, ‘‘I have great affec-
tion for the Chinese people, their culture, their 
skills, and their potential.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING DANA FERREIRA 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the commitment and 
dedication of my Senior Field Representative, 
Dana Ferreira. Dana served 15 years as an 
essential member of my team. 

Dana graduated from Hartnell College in 
1989 with her Associate of Arts in General 
Studies. After graduating, she became a li-
censed Insurance Agent for Marini Insurance 
Agency. Six years later, she joined my team 
while I worked for the California State Senate. 
In 2010, I was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives and she stayed by my side 
as District Scheduler and later as a Senior 
Field Representative. Dana has been an inte-
gral member of my staff and instrumental in 
the successes of my district office. 

Dana has established solid and lasting rela-
tionships in California’s 10th District as a pillar 
in our community. From Mayors to community 
leaders, she has entered the lives of many 
through her professionalism and personality. 
Since 2003, Dana has been profoundly in-
volved in the Rotary Club, beginning in Sali-
nas and then in Modesto. She selflessly volun-
teers her time for many organizations and 
causes and has been recognized for many 
worthy achievements and accomplishments. 

One of Dana’s many preferred pastimes is 
attending concerts; she especially likes seeing 
her favorite band, Tesla. On Saturdays, you 
can catch Dana cheering on the Oklahoma 
Sooners football team with her two cats, Milo 
and Luca. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
commending my good friend, Dana Ferreira, 
for her many years of service, devotion, and 
outstanding contributions to our community. 
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We wish her continued success in her future 
endeavors. 

f 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS DISASTER 
RELIEF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge this 
body to send urgent aid to the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, Puerto Rico, and all of our Caribbean 
neighbors in its federal response to this year’s 
devastating hurricane season. 

Hurricanes Harvey, Jose, Irma and now 
Maria have ravaged our southern border, the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and our 
friends and neighbors in the Caribbean. 

Sadly, the pace of federal response in the 
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico has been much 
too slow. 

Nearly three weeks after Hurricane Irma, a 
category 5 hurricane, decimated the Virgin Is-
lands, residents are still having trouble receiv-
ing appropriate aid and commodities. 

Now, nearly two weeks after another cat-
egory 5 storm tore through St. Croix, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands’ three main islands have lost its 
economy, its physical infrastructure and 
scores of its people. 

Insufficient quantities of food and supplies, 
lack of power, extremely long fuel lines, and 
lack of communication and cell phone cov-
erage have left the Virgin Islands utterly deci-
mated. 

The Virgin Islands are in a humanitarian cri-
sis, Mr. Speaker. No American citizen should 
be forced to endure these conditions, espe-
cially not with the level of resources at the dis-
posal of our federal government. 

My heart breaks for these families. I urge 
my colleagues and the Trump Administration 
to fund all necessary resources not only to ad-
dress the urgent humanitarian crisis but also 
the sustained commitment support funding 
necessary to help rebuild and restore infra-
structure necessary for their economy and 
people to move forward. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF 25 YEARS OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN’S 
WILLIAM DAVIDSON INSTITUTE 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate 25 years of the University of Michi-
gan’s William Davidson Institute (WDI). The 
Institute has helped shape businesses and so-
cial welfare through its distinguished inter-
national service and education. 

In 1992, Guardian Industries, an inter-
national manufacturer of glass products, deter-
mined the importance of establishing an edu-
cational institute to contribute to the economic 
transformation that was occurring throughout 
the world as new market economies began to 
develop in previously socialist countries. They 
named it in honor of then Guardian Industries 
Chairman, President and CEO, William David-
son. Mr. Davidson envisioned a world class in-

stitute that helps ‘‘forge a path for those re-
sponsible for economic change in emerging 
markets.’’ Since its founding, the William Da-
vidson Institute has cultivated a repository of 
methods and resources for creating a market 
economy that is unmatched in its breadth and 
depth. From economic education to increased 
access to healthcare, WDI works with coun-
tries and world leaders to analyze specific 
areas of need and to institute change. 

The Institute’s main initiatives include edu-
cation, financial sector development, health 
care, performance measurement and scaling 
impact. Staff at the William Davidson Institute 
work alongside businesses, government agen-
cies and other academic institutions to imple-
ment initiative-based programs and economic 
change. Programs run by the Institute include: 
operating a community college initiative in Jor-
dan that fosters business skills and vocational 
coursework, assessing equipment needed for 
a new hotel in Ethiopia, instituting wireless 
telecommunication service in rural commu-
nities in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, 
and upgrading the University of Liberia’s ac-
counting program to meet international edu-
cation standards. The institute also serves as 
a partner to other international programs, in-
cluding Goldman Sachs’ 10,000 Women Pro-
gram that helps underprivileged women in 
Rwanda grow their self-owned small busi-
nesses. Over the past 25 years, the William 
Davidson Institute has been a global leader in 
international economic development and social 
freedom. I know this Institute will continue to 
effect meaningful change in countries across 
the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the William Davidson Institute on 
its 25th anniversary. The Institute has been in-
strumental in growing economies and empow-
ering business leaders internationally. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF LUZERNE COUNTY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to help commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of Luzerne County Community College. 
The College was founded in 1967 with just 
two buildings in Wilkes-Barre and 836 stu-
dents, and has since become the largest col-
lege in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

As a student-centered learning institution, 
Luzerne County Community College gives stu-
dents the tools they need to meet the world’s 
most daunting challenges through practical ac-
cess to real-world skills, classroom diversity 
that embodies the human experience, and 
quality teacher-student contact. 

Seven years after its founding, the College 
moved to a permanent 122-acre campus in 
Nanticoke, which provided the necessary 
space to handle the increasing student popu-
lation. Since 1974, the College has continued 
to expand its offerings to underserved areas 
throughout Northeastern Pennsylvania. It 
opened up sites in Hazleton, Berwick, 
Shamokin, Kulpmont, and downtown Wilkes- 
Barre. In 2008, Luzerne County Community 
College opened its Public Safety Training In-

stitute. Two years later, the College expanded 
its main campus into downtown Nanticoke by 
opening the Joseph A. Paglianite Culinary In-
stitute. The following year, it opened the 
Francis S. and Mary Gill Carroza, R.N. Health 
Sciences Center. 

Currently, the Luzerne County Community 
College offers 82 occupational programs, 24 
liberal arts and transfer programs, and 10 
credit-free career training programs. As of 
today, the College boasts more than 32,000 
degree-holding alumni. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize 
Luzerne County Community College as it cele-
brates its 50th anniversary. On behalf of a 
grateful community, I wish to thank the Col-
lege, its faculty, and its staff for their tireless 
service to the community and unwavering 
commitment to accessible education. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 71) establishing the congressional 
budget for the United States Government for 
fiscal year 2018 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2019 
through 2027: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
strong support of the Democratic Amendment 
in the Nature of a Substitute to H. Con. Res. 
27, the House Republicans’ Congressional 
Budget Resolution for Fiscal Year 2018. 

Mr. Chair, House Republican budgeteers 
have a very poor track record when it comes 
to economic forecasts and projections. 

For years, they have based their entire leg-
islative agenda and strategy on their belief 
that the Affordable Care Act or Obamacare 
would be a failure. 

The wish was father to the thought and they 
were wrong. 

Because of Obamacare more than 20 mil-
lion Americans now know the peace of mind 
that comes from affordable, quality health in-
surance that is there when you need it. 

House Republicans oppose increasing the 
minimum wage, claiming that it costs jobs. 

Wrong again. 
Every increase in the minimum wage has 

been accompanied by an expanding economy, 
especially during the Clinton Administration. 

House Republicans opposing comprehen-
sive immigration reform claim that it will lead 
to lower incomes and lost jobs. 

Wrong again. 
Studies conducted by groups as far apart as 

the Chamber of Commerce and the AFL–CIO 
consistently show that comprehensive immi-
gration reform will grow the Gross Domestic 
Product by $1.5 trillion over 10 years. 

Given this sorry track record of economic 
forecasting, it is mind-boggling that anyone 
could support another Republican budget that 
favors the wealthy over middle class families 
and those struggling to enter or remain in the 
middle class. 
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The Democratic Budget ANS represents a 

much better way forward to the economic 
prosperity and security that Americans want 
and demand because it: 

1. Creates good-paying jobs by investing in 
cutting-edge research and innovation, edu-
cation, and infrastructure—highways, 
broadband, school construction, and more. 

2. Increases educational opportunities by 
enhancing the Pell Grant program and funds 
career, technical, and adult education, and 
supports initiatives to help borrowers manage 
their student debt. 

3. Supports American workers and families 
through responsible tax reform that creates 
jobs, boosts economic growth, and ensures 
that the wealthy and big corporations pay their 
fair share. 

4. Promotes economic growth, expanded 
opportunity, and better quality of life by sup-
porting a raise in the minimum wage, equal 
pay for equal work, immigration reform, con-
sumer safeguards, childcare, job training, and 
paid leave. 

5. Protects a basic standard of living by 
funding for programs that ensure families can 
access nutrition assistance, find and afford 
quality housing in their neighborhood, heat 
and cool their homes when extreme tempera-
tures hit, and supports strengthening and ex-
panding the Earned Income Tax Credit and in-
creased resources for Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families. 

6. Defends and strengthens the Affordable 
Care Act and protects Medicare by rejecting 
both Trumpcare and any plan to turn Medicare 
into a voucher-like system that would increase 
costs for seniors. 

7. Rejects the Republican budget’s 19 per-
cent cut to diplomacy and foreign aid oper-
ations and invests instead in all aspects of na-
tional security, including our military and diplo-
matic corps, foreign aid, homeland security, 
veterans, and law enforcement. 

The Democratic Budget ANS works FOR 
American families by giving them the tools to 
buy a home, send their kids to college and 
enjoy a secure retirement. 

Mr. Chair, the Democratic Budget rep-
resents a better way. 

We Democrats understand that we are all in 
this together and that our current economic 
situation calls for a balanced approach be-
tween increased revenues and responsible re-
duction in expenditures. 

Our plan will protect and strengthen our re-
covering economy, reduce the deficit in a re-
sponsible way, while continuing to invest in 
the things that make our country strong like 
education, health care, innovation, and clean 
energy. 

Mr. Chair, this Republican budget is bad for 
America but it is disastrous for the people 
from my home state of Texas who sent me 
here to advocate for their interests. 

Let me highlight a few examples. 
1. If the Republican budget resolution were 

to become the basis of federal fiscal policy, 
3,435,336 Texas seniors would be forced out 
of traditional Medicare and into a voucher pro-
gram. 

2. Under the Republican plan to end Medi-
care as we know it, Texas seniors will receive 
a voucher instead of guaranteed benefits 
under traditional Medicare. 

3. For the 3,435,336 Texans aged 45–54, 
the value of their vouchers would be capped 
at growth levels that are lower than the pro-
jected increases in health care costs. 

4. Previous analyses showed that this type 
of plan would cut future spending by $5,900 
per senior, forcing them to spend more out of 
pocket and diminishing their access to quality 
care. 

5. Additionally, private insurance plans will 
aggressively pursue the healthiest, least ex-
pensive enrollees, thereby allowing Medi-
care—currently the lifeline for 3,187,332 Texas 
seniors—to wither on the vine. 

6. If the Republican budget resolution is 
adopted by Congress, 206,304 Texas seniors 
would pay more for prescription drugs next 
year. 

7. The Republican plan would re-open the 
donut hole, forcing seniors to pay the full cost 
of their prescription drugs if their yearly drug 
expenses are more than $2,970 for the year. 

8. Seniors reaching the prescription drug 
donut hole would pay an average of $828 
more in prescription drug costs in 2018 and 
approximately $13,000 more from now through 
2027. 

9. Under the Republican budget, the 
2,445,462 Texas seniors who utilized free pre-
ventive services currently covered by Medi-
care in 2017 will face increased costs in the 
form of higher deductibles, co-insurance, and 
copayments for certain services, including 
even cancer screenings and annual wellness 
visits. 

10. The Republican budget would slash $33 
billion in nursing home care and other health 
care services for 754,500 Texas seniors and 
disabled persons who currently rely on Med-
icaid for their long-term care needs. 

11. The draconian cuts included in the Re-
publican budget would have a devastating im-
pact on the 1,191 certified nursing homes in 
Texas that serve nearly 100,000 seniors, with 
more than half relying on Medicaid as their pri-
mary payer. As a result, nursing homes would 
be forced to slash services, turn away seniors, 
or close their doors. 

Mr. Chair, the Republican budget may be 
characterized in many ways—cruel, irrespon-
sible, short-sighted, reckless—but ‘‘fair and 
balanced’’ is not one of them. 

In contrast, the alternative budget proposed 
by the Democratic Caucus is worthy of sup-
port because it fairly balances the need for in-
creased revenues and responsible reductions 
in expenditures with the imperative of making 
the necessary investments in human capital 
required to move our country forward. 

The Democratic Budget ANS will generate 
at least a million more jobs this year com-
pared to the Republicans’ austerity first plan 
by making the investments needed to create 
jobs, strengthen the middle class, create 
greater upward mobility, and ensure oppor-
tunity for our children and future generations. 

Mr. Chair, Democratic alternative budget 
maintains our commitment to Medicare, Med-
icaid, and Social Security; expands the EITC 
for childless workers; and provides ample 
funding for early childhood education. 

Especially important to my constituents, and 
those of my colleagues representing Lou-
isiana, Texas, Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
and Puerto Rico, is that the Democratic Budg-
et ANS includes the funds approved by Con-
gress as a down payment for assistance in re-
sponse to Hurricane Harvey and supports fur-
ther emergency funding related to Hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma, and Maria, along with other nat-
ural disasters. 

It is said often, Mr. Chair, but is no less 
true, that the federal budget is more than a fi-

nancial document; it is an expression of the 
nation’s most cherished values. 

As the late and great former senator and 
Vice-President Hubert Humphrey said: 

‘‘The moral test of government is how that 
government treats those who are in the dawn 
of life, the children; those who are in the twi-
light of life, the elderly; and those who are in 
shadows of life, the sick, the needy, and the 
handicapped.’’ 

It is for this reason that in evaluating the 
merits of a budget resolution, it is not enough 
to subject it only to the test of fiscal responsi-
bility. 

To keep faith with the nation’s past, to be 
fair to the nation’s present, and to safeguard 
the nation’s future, the budget must also pass 
a moral test. 

Unlike the Republican budget, the Demo-
cratic Budget ANS passes both of these tests 
with flying colors. 

The Republican budget calls to mind what 
Talleyrand said of the restored Bourbon dy-
nasty after the abdication of Napoleon: 

‘‘They had learned nothing and forgotten 
nothing.’’ 

Like the discredited Ryan Budgets of years 
past, this repackaged and warmed over 
TrumpRepublican Budget seems to know the 
cost of everything but the value of nothing. 

For these compelling reasons, I stand in 
strong opposition to the Republican budget 
and urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting a much better deal for the American 
people, the Democratic Budget ANS. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CYBER 
BREACH NOTIFICATION ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, the data breach 
at Equifax, one of three major American cred-
it-reporting companies in the United States, 
exposed the personal and financial information 
of up to 143 million Americans. The data 
breach gave hackers access to Americans’ 
highly sensitive personal and financial informa-
tion, including Social Security numbers, birth 
dates, home addresses, driver’s license num-
bers, credit card numbers, and credit dispute 
claims. 

The data breach occurred in May 2017, 
and, the agency became aware of the breach 
on July 29, 2017, but did not report it to the 
public until 40 days later. The delay in dis-
closing the breach is concerning because al-
most half of all Americans’ sensitive informa-
tion could be in the hands of cyber criminals, 
who are willing and ready to use that informa-
tion for identity fraud and other crimes. 

Cyber breaches like this one present a risk 
to privacy and individuals’ personal financial 
welfare. In 2002, I helped pass California’s 
data breach law requiring businesses and gov-
ernment agencies to notify residents of data 
breaches. This notification law was instru-
mental in ensuring the public was informed 
and could mitigate harm. It is imperative that 
breaches are reported in a timely manner for 
individuals to begin taking the appropriate 
steps in protecting their identities and financial 
information. 

That is why, today, I am introducing the 
Cyber Breach Notification Act to establish fed-
eral standards modeled after California’s data 
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notification law and HIPAA’s data notification 
provisions, which is currently in place to notify 
individuals of data breaches. This legislation 
will require businesses to notify individuals af-
fected by data breaches ‘‘in the most expe-

dient time possible and without unreasonable 
delay.’’ Additionally, this legislation establishes 
a federal standard for data breach notification 
laws, but does not preempt current state 
breach notification laws or preclude states 

from creating more robust laws. This will en-
sure that millions of Americans are given prop-
er and timely notice after a data breach to 
begin to mitigate harm. 
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