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TRIBUTE TO CURT HAENSEL 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, according to 
their website, ‘‘The Office of the Legislative 
Counsel provides legislative drafting services 
to the Committees and Members of the House 
of Representatives on a non-partisan, impar-
tial, and confidential basis. Our goal is to work 
with Committees and Members to understand 
their policy preferences in order to implement 
those preferences through clear, concise, and 
legally effective legislative language.’’ For the 
last 30 years, no one has performed all of the 
above more professionally and more success-
fully than Curt Haensel. 

Curt has specialized in transportation law 
his entire career. His sharp mind and relent-
less pursuit of perfection (sometimes in spite 
of staff and Member interference) ensured that 
bills considered by the Committee and the 
House were clear and coherent expressions of 
legislative intent. I and my predecessors have 
relied on Curt’s expertise and creativity to draft 
legislative solutions to many complex issues. 
Even under immense pressure, Curt’s guid-
ance was always calm, balanced, and fair. I 
don’t know how many bills or amendments 
Curt has drafted (it must be in the thousands), 
but I can tell you that a great many of our Na-
tion’s most profound laws bear his fingerprints. 

Curt not only cared about the work product, 
but more importantly, he cared about the peo-
ple he was working with. He has infinite pa-
tience, is humble, and is kind. He served as 
a mentor and tremendous professional exam-
ple to many young legislative counsels and 
Committee staff over the last 30 years. 

On behalf of myself, the staff of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure, 
and the entire House of Representatives, I 
want to express my sincere gratitude to Curt 
for his years of service. His contributions to 
this institution have been invaluable and the 
impact of his guidance will be felt for many, 
many years to come. I wish him, his wife Meg, 
and his two children well. I wish him good luck 
with his future endeavors. He will be missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CURT HAENSEL 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Curt Haensel, Senior Counsel of the 
Office of the Legislative Counsel of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

For the past 30 years, Curt has served as 
Legislative Counsel to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. In that time, 
Curt has worked to assist the Committee 
under eight different Committee Chairmen, 

half a dozen Ranking Members, and hundreds 
of our Committee colleagues. He formally 
began working with the Committee in 1989 
and one of the first bills he worked on was 
H.R. 598, which banned smoking on commer-
cial airlines. At the Committee markup, Curt 
drafted dozens of amendments as the smok-
ers and their advocates worked to fill the 
amendment tree, as they tried to kill the bill by 
endless amendment. The back row of the dais 
filled with cigarette smoke as the Committee 
slowly worked its will and ultimately banned 
smoking on airlines. 

After this baptism by fire, Curt went on to 
work on every single surface transportation, 
aviation, water resources, and environmental 
law that this Committee has enacted. He took 
our ideas, and working with our staffs, used 
his gifted legislative craftsmanship to shape 
our transportation future. ISTEA, TEA 21, 
SAFETEA–LU, and the FAST Act; Federal 
Aviation Administration Reauthorization Acts; 
WRDA after WRDA; and dozens of other Acts 
all bear his stamp. 

One of Curt’s great achievements was his 
work, in the wake of the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks, on the Aviation and Transpor-
tation Security Act (ATSA), which enhanced 
aviation and surface transportation security 
and created the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration (TSA). After months of negotiation 
and as the Thanksgiving break approached, 
House and Senate Committee staffs and 
House Legislative Counsel spent 20-hour days 
drafting the agreement. The Committee Chair-
men and Ranking Members finally resolved 
the remaining critical issues on a Thursday 
afternoon. House and Senate Leaders wanted 
the agreement passed the following day, Fri-
day, before the House and Senate adjourned 
for Thanksgiving. As Committee staffs and 
Legislative Counsels Curt Haensel and Dave 
Mendelsohn finished drafting the conference 
agreement around 4:30 a.m., the Office of 
Legislative Counsel computers failed and the 
computer files of the agreement were com-
pletely lost. The Committees faced the pros-
pect that Congress may not be able to pass 
the legislation before the Thanksgiving break 
There was a genuine fear that, over the break, 
the hard-fought agreement could fall apart. In-
stead, Curt and his colleagues, after a walk 
around the block to clear their heads, recre-
ated the text from memory and, later that day, 
both the House and Senate passed the agree-
ment. Two days later, President George W. 
Bush signed the bill into law and the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation began immediately 
implementing it to make our country safer. 
This little-known story is but one example of 
Curt’s contributions to the House of Rep-
resentatives and the American people. 

Curt will continue to serve in his new role. 
He is joining the Office of Legislative Counsel 
of the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD), 
where he will help develop DOD’s request for 
the National Defense Authorization Act each 
year. I am hopeful that this new opportunity 
provides Curt more time to spend with his 
wife, Meg, and their two kids, Ada and Peter, 

and hopefully watching his beloved Wisconsin 
Badgers and spending longer vacations on 
Lake Michigan’s shores. 

The Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure will truly miss his expertise, wise 
counsel, and friendship. I join all of my col-
leagues on the Committee in wishing Curt all 
the best in his new endeavor. 

f 

106TH NATIONAL DAY OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN) 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, today 
marks the 106th National Day of the Republic 
of China (Taiwan). I would like to wish the 
people of Taiwan and Taiwanese Americans a 
very Happy Double Ten Day. 

Taiwan is an extraordinary friend of the 
United States and continuing this strong rela-
tionship is important. Taiwanese companies 
employ more than 12,000 workers in the 
United States with a total worker compensa-
tion of almost a billion dollars. Taiwan also 
serves as a strong example of democracy in 
Asia, and provides the U.S. with an ally to fur-
ther promote peace and stability in the region. 

The state of California has deep and grow-
ing ties with Taiwan. More than 800 Tai-
wanese companies have offices or invest-
ments in the state. California exports $7.46 bil-
lion worth of goods to Taiwan, serving as its 
7th largest export market in the world. The 
majority of the Taiwanese-American commu-
nity is concentrated in Los Angeles County, 
and many have gone on to settle in the San 
Gabriel Valley providing our local communities 
with new traditions, employment opportunities 
and economic growth. 

With continued commitment to this important 
relationship, I would like to again wish Taiwan 
a Happy Double Ten Day. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF FATHER 
CAPODANNO’S PASSING 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 50th anniversary of the passing of 
Father Vincent Capodanno. 

Fr. Capodanno was born on February 13, 
1929, in Mariners Harbor on Staten Island. 
Growing up, he attended P.S. 44 and Curtis 
High School, after which he attended Fordham 
University for one year. A proud lifelong Stat-
en Islander, he loved volunteering in the Stat-
en Island community. Perhaps this dedication 
to serving others led him to find his true call-
ing from God. 

Vincent Capodanno made a decision to de-
vote his life to God and joined the Maryknoll 
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Missionary Seminary in Ossining, New York. 
He was ordained as a priest in June 1957 and 
spent the rest of his life serving all of God’s 
children. After his ordination, Fr. Capodanno 
traveled to Taiwan as a missionary and then 
ventured to Hong Kong to teach disadvan-
taged children. As America’s involvement in 
Vietnam increased, he decided to join the 
Army as a chaplain. It was in the jungles of 
Vietnam where Fr. Capodanno sacrificed his 
life protecting others. 

On September 4, 1967, as American troops 
were taking fire, Fr. Capodanno moved from 
soldier to soldier administering Last Rites. By 
then, the enemy had shot him over 20 times. 
Despite it all, he carried on and with his dying 
breath, he used his body to protect his fellow 
Americans from the gunfire. At just 38 years 
old, Fr. Vincent Capodanno died as a man of 
peace during a war of destruction. His heroic 
actions earned him the Purple Heart, Bronze 
Star, Silver Star, and the Medal of Honor. 

Mr. Speaker, Fr. Vincent Capodanno em-
bodied the virtues of courage, altruism, and 
piety. While many know him as the namesake 
of one of Staten Island’s thoroughfares, we 
must never forget the sacrifices he made. He 
was a true American hero, and with the recent 
anniversary of his death, I rise to salute him 
and everything he did for his community, 
country, and faith. 

f 

CHRIS PENDLETON 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Chris Pen-
dleton, President & CEO of the Edison & Ford 
Winter Estates, who has announced her retire-
ment at the end of the year. For the past 16 
years, Chris has been a cornerstone of our 
community and is leaving the Estates well po-
sitioned for the future. 

More than 250,000 people each year visit 
the Edison & Ford Winter Estates. In fact, the 
annual Holiday Nights event was named by 
USA Today as one of the ‘10 Best Historic 
Homes for the Holidays.’ While the Estates 
and our entire community are still recovering 
from Hurricane Irma and the damage left be-
hind, the Estates are open for visitors. 

I thank Chris for her years of service to 
Southwest Florida. Her actions to preserve the 
history and honor of Thomas Edison and 
Henry Ford for future generations are invalu-
able. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF KEYS FOR KIDS MIN-
ISTRIES 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Keys for Kids Ministries on the 
celebration of its 75th anniversary. Keys for 
Kids Ministries, formerly known as the Chil-
dren’s Bible Hour, will be celebrating this mo-
mentous occasion on October 12. 

Inspired by a group of West Michigan pas-
tors, Children’s Bible Hour first aired as radio 
programming in 1942. It utilized kid’s choir, 
solos, and radio drama to help children learn 
about God and inspire a relationship with 
Jesus. Wildly successful, the Children’s Bible 
Hour grew to television and—by the end of the 
decade—was filling churches and auditoriums 
across the country. 

In 1982, the Keys for Kids devotional was 
introduced, followed by the Keys for Kids radio 
broadcast in 1989. Both continue to reach 
thousands of children each month. Always 
striving to reach more individuals with the 
story of Jesus, Keys for Kids recently 
launched the Creature Feature Storytellers. 
This marked the beginning of Keys for Kids 
International and plans to translate the Keys 
for Kids devotional into 100 different lan-
guages. 

While its name has changed, its organiza-
tion expanded, and ministries diversified, Keys 
for Kids remains true to the mission estab-
lished by Rev. Gil Cosselman, Dr. David Otis 
Fuller, Rev. Malcom Cronk and Rev. Donald 
Hescott. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the work of Keys for Kids Ministries, the 
millions who have been impacted, and the mil-
lions yet to be reached. May we celebrate the 
75 years of inspired work and look forward to 
the years ahead. 

f 

HONORING BAHÁ’I FAITH 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Bahá’i Faith to recognize the two- 
hundredth year anniversary of the birth of 
Bahá’u’lláh. 

Bahá’u’lláh, born in 1817, is the founder of 
the Bahá’i Faith which is currently practiced by 
people across the world. Its teachings promote 
oneness and human unity between all people 
regardless of race, religion, or class. 

Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings have proven to be 
timeless as followers continue to study and 
practice his teachings two centuries after his 
birth. As many as five million people make up 
the Bahá’i Faith in virtually every country. This 
includes Minneapolis and its surrounding 
areas where members of the faith continue to 
promote unity and serve their community. 

The Bahá’i Faith has shown a continued 
commitment to peace and community globally 
as well as in Minnesota. I am proud to rep-
resent members of their community as they 
celebrate the two-hundredth year anniversary 
of Bahá’u’lláh. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY 
OF BUDDY RICH 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 100th Birthday of Buddy Rich, and 
to celebrate his status as the world’s greatest 
drummer, along with his patriotism and love of 

country. Born in Brooklyn, New York, Buddy 
Rich was known for his virtuoso technique, 
power, and speed. His legacy to the genre of 
jazz will live on forever. 

f 

HONORING DR. EDWIN M. 
QUEZADA 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as a former edu-
cator in the public school system, I know just 
how hard the administrators and faculty work 
to help our kids achieve academic excellence. 
Today I honor one of those fine educators, Dr. 
Edwin M. Quezada, the Superintendent of 
Yonkers Public Schools, who is being recog-
nized by the Nepperhan Community Center in 
Yonkers for all he has done for our students 
in the community. 

As Yonkers Superintendent, Dr. Quezada 
moves the agenda of public education in Yon-
kers, New York, the fourth largest school dis-
trict in the state serving almost 28,000 stu-
dents and employing 3,600 staff. The Trustees 
of the Yonkers Board of Education appointed 
Dr. Quezada Superintendent of Schools on 
March 16, 2016 after serving as Deputy Su-
perintendent for two years. Dr. Quezada su-
pervises all functions of the school district’s 39 
schools and central administration—teaching 
and learning, budgetary, human resources, fa-
cilities, communications, technology and works 
with city, state and federal officials. Under Dr. 
Quezada’s tutelage Yonkers boasts the high-
est on-time graduation rate, 82 percent, of 
New York State’s Big 5 city school districts. In 
2016, My Brother’s Keeper Challenge was 
launched in the City of Yonkers, initiated by 
Dr. Quezada and flourishing through a coali-
tion with Mayor Mike Spano and Nepperhan 
Community Center Executive Director Rev. Dr. 
Jim Bostic. 

An immigrant from the Dominican Republic, 
Dr. Quezada came to the Bronx, New York in 
September 1983 at age 16. Completing most 
of his early education in the Dominican Re-
public, he graduated from James Monroe High 
School in 1985 and immediately began his 
college career at Herbert H. Lehman College, 
my alma mater. In January of 1998, Dr. 
Quezada joined the Yonkers Public Schools 
as a Human Relations Facilitator. Recognized 
as a mover and shaker, he was encouraged to 
obtain a degree in school administration. He 
was appointed assistant principal at Gorton 
High School in 2000, Principal of Emerson 
Middle in 2003, and Principal of Lincoln High 
School in 2004. During his tenure as principal, 
Lincoln High School received state and local 
accolades for improving student achievement. 
After ten years as a principal, Dr. Quezada 
was promoted to Assistant Superintendent for 
Secondary Administration and Supervision, 
before finally rising to Superintendent. 

When not shaping young minds, Dr. 
Quezada enjoys spending time with his fam-
ily—his wife, Gladys, a Yonkers teacher and 
their two children, Edwin Joseph and Alyssa 
Marie. They are his pride and joy. 

Dr. Quezada has been an exemplary public 
servant and is most deserving of this recogni-
tion. Congratulations to him on the occasion. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF EMERICK EL-

EMENTARY SCHOOL BEING 
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of the entire Tenth Congressional District of 
Virginia, I would like to honor Emerick Ele-
mentary School in Purcellville, Virginia for 
being named a 2017 Exemplary High Per-
forming National Blue Ribbon School by the 
U.S. Department of Education. 

Now in its 35th year, the National Blue Rib-
bon Schools Program has bestowed recogni-
tion on more than 8,500 private and public 
schools across the United States. This cov-
eted award affirms the hard work of educators, 
families and communities of Emerick Elemen-
tary School, in creating a safe and welcoming 
environment where students can cultivate and 
master challenging and engaging curriculum in 
all subjects. Based on their vision, ‘‘Today’s 
Learners . . . Tomorrow’s Leaders,’’ Emerick 
Elementary School nurtures a strong aca-
demic foundation, incorporating library and 
computer lab visits, as well as a wideset num-
ber of opportunities from sports to crafting to 
computer coding, robotics, art nights, math 
club, Odyssey of the Mind and environmental 
classes. The 2017 National Blue Ribbon 
School Honor, recognizes Emerick Elementary 
School as an Exemplary High Performing 
School because of their graduation rates, as 
well as their exemplary performance amongst 
Virginia’s schools measured by state assess-
ments and national tests. 

In addition to the recognition from the Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School, for the past three 
years, Emerick Elementary has placed 90 per-
cent or higher for each core subject tested in 
the Virginia Standards of Learning, and in 
2016, emerged with scores of 97% percent or 
higher in all subjects tested. These results are 
remarkable and based on these recent suc-
cesses, it is clear that Emerick is committed to 
developing productive problem solvers in the 
21st century, who will become the future lead-
ers of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Principal Dawn Williams, 
Loudoun County Superintendent, Dr. Eric Wil-
liams and the entire Emerick Elementary 
School community on this achievement in 
being named a 2017 Exemplary High Per-
forming National Blue Ribbon School by the 
U.S. Department of Education. I can say in 
great confidence that this elementary school 
has been an irreplaceable part of this district 
and has had an exceptional impact on culti-
vating America’s youth. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT E. DOYLE 
UPON HIS 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
WITH THE EAST BAY REGIONAL 
PARK DISTRICT 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Robert E. Doyle for serving 40 

years with the East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD), the largest local park agency in the 
United States. 

Mr. Doyle began his career as a park rang-
er, serving at various parks within EBRPD. 
Throughout his tenure he moved to the Plan-
ning & Design Department, then working to 
develop a first of its kind Regional Trails Mas-
ter Plan. He later became a Chief, then Assist-
ant General Manager for Land and Planning in 
1990, where he served for 21 years—leading 
the greatest expansion of parks and trails in 
the Park District’s 80 year history. He now 
serves as General Manager. 

In 1971, Mr. Doyle was a founding board 
member of Save Mount Diablo, a nonprofit 
land trust and conservation organization that 
serves to protect, restore, and add acreage to 
Mount Diablo State Park, one of the ecological 
treasures of the San Francisco Bay Area. He 
served on the board for 25 years, including 
several years as Board president. Mr. Doyle 
was also a founding board member of the 
East Bay Conservation Corps and the Bay 
Area Ridge Trail Council, and served as a 
board member of the Bay Area Open Space 
Council. 

As part of his responsibility to advance the 
mission and vision of the East Bay Parks, Mr. 
Doyle works tirelessly to advance urban parks 
and recreation, garnering support nationally 
and internationally. He has presented twice re-
garding the Park District’s Healthy Parks 
Healthy People initiatives at International 
Union for Conservation of Nature World Parks 
conferences, as well as at national park and 
open space conferences on a variety of 
impactful issues. 

I congratulate Mr. Doyle on this milestone 
achievement, thank him for all he has done for 
EBRPD and the community, and wish him 
best of luck in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, on 
Roll Call Number 555 on agreeing to the 
McClintock Substitute Amendment to H. Con. 
Res. 71, I am not recorded. Had I been 
present, I would have voted nay. 

f 

HONORING MR. ED MCMILLAN, 2018 
RECIPIENT OF THE ORDER OF 
LINCOLN 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today for 
a very special purpose, to recognize Mr. Ed 
McMillan of Greenville, IL, as a 2018 recipient 
of the Order of Lincoln. 

Established in 1964, the Order of Lincoln is 
the state’s highest award and each honoree 
receives a warrant signed by the Governor 
and bearing the Great Seal of the State of Illi-
nois, certifying his or her investiture as a Lau-
reate of the Order of Lincoln. 

The purpose of the award is to ‘‘honor indi-
viduals whose outstanding contributions to the 

betterment of mankind have been accom-
plished in or on behalf of the State of Illinois.’’ 
Mr. McMillan is a worthy recipient of this 
award. He grew up in McDonough County on 
a family farm, graduated from the University of 
Illinois at Champaign, and is currently the 
President & CEO of Purina Mills. He has 
served on many industry boards of directors 
plus extensive civic and philanthropic organi-
zations, including Chairman, Board of Trust-
ees, University of Illinois System. 

Mr. McMillan’s selection by the Academy is 
in recognition of his leadership in state and 
national agribusiness. His investiture will occur 
during the Lincoln Academy’s annual convoca-
tion next year, when he will join a cohort of 
340 distinguished Illinois citizens who have 
been honored over the past 54 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to extend to Mr. McMil-
lan, as well as the other Order of Lincoln re-
cipients, my sincerest congratulations and very 
best wishes. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Chair, I include in the 
RECORD the following letter to the Honorable 
PAUL RYAN, Speaker of the House. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, October 4, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: We write to request 
that, as the Congress considers the Fiscal 
Year 2018 budget resolution and any legisla-
tion written to comply with its reconcili-
ation instructions, we continue to follow the 
long-standing practice of evaluating the fis-
cal effects of legislation relative to the base-
line developed by the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO). Using the CBO baseline will 
allow us to provide the American people the 
most accurate forecast of how proposed fis-
cal policies will affect our ballooning federal 
deficit. 

CBO’s baseline conforms to the principles 
that Congress has defined in law. For dec-
ades we have consistently used the CBO 
baseline to accurately calculate the fiscal 
and distributional impacts of tax reform pol-
icy. The CBO baseline is the best mechanism 
to measure how we are affecting our nation’s 
balance sheets because it reflects the clear-
est intent of Congress, accurately accounts 
for the costs of extending specific program 
provisions scheduled to expire, and keeps 
legislation in line with fiscal requirements 
set forth in reconciliation instructions with-
in the budget resolution. 

Our constituents are calling on us to enact 
sound fiscal policy, and many have answered 
that call with promises to get our financial 
house in order. Unfortunately, according to 
recent news reports, some members of the 
House of Representatives may break that 
promise by opting instead to change the 
baseline we traditionally use to determine 
how new tax policy proposals will affect the 
deficit. Instead, some lawmakers are pushing 
you to use a ‘‘current-policy’’ baseline that 
would, among other things, obscure the true 
cost of extending deficit-increasing tax cuts 
by ignoring their expiration dates written 
into the tax code. 
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Changing the baseline could cause Con-

gress to inaccurately calculate the detri-
mental impact of tax cuts and therefore 
allow lawmakers to disregard important 
rules such as those that guide the use of rec-
onciliation in order to limit long-term def-
icit increases. As you know, the Byrd Rule 
prevents reconciliation procedures from 
being used in the Senate to pass legislation 
that increases the deficit beyond the budget 
window. Adopting a current-policy baseline 
would effectively hide the $400 billion cost of 
extending expiring tax cuts, and pretend 
that they are revenue neutral in order to 
meet the Senate’s reconciliation require-
ments. 

Such a change will have costly con-
sequences. Every dollar of lost revenue hid-
den by a misleading or inaccurate current- 
policy baseline is a dollar added to our def-
icit that will in turn make it harder to ade-
quately fund important priorities, such as 
national security, infrastructure, disaster re-
lief, health care and the safety net for our 
most vulnerable citizens. 

Resorting to gimmicks such as the ‘‘cur-
rent-policy baseline’’ and creating unreal-
istic assumptions about economic growth 
rates obscures the full cost of tax cuts and 
severely undermines our ability to put the 
federal budget on a sustainable fiscal path. 
Whether these gimmicks serve a procedural 
or rhetorical role, the end result is the same: 
fiscally irresponsible policies, larger deficits, 
and erosion of the American people’s con-
fidence in our fiscal stewardship. 

As you know, our annual deficits are pro-
jected to swell to over $1 trillion by the end 
of the decade. Equally troublesome, the na-
tional debt is on an unsustainable trajec-
tory. If we willfully choose to inaccurately 
account for taxing and spending legislation, 
then we will place our economic wellbeing in 
jeopardy and saddle future generations with 
the burden of shouldering today’s fiscal 
wrongs. Instead, we must be open and honest 
with the American people. The traditional 
CBO baseline best accomplishes that by pro-
viding the most transparent and precise 
measure of the impacts of our fiscal policies. 

Accordingly, we urge you to resist calls to 
abandon the CBO baseline in the budget reso-
lution so that the American people are fully 
apprised of how we are affecting the nation’s 
financial future. 

Sincerely, 
HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 

Co-Chair, House 
Democratic Policy 
and Communications 
Committee. 

JOSEPH CROWLEY, 
Chairman, House 

Democratic Caucus. 
STENY H. HOYER, 

House Democratic 
Whip. 

JOHN YARMUTH, 
Ranking Member, 

House Committee on 
the Budget. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. DENNIS 
PRESLEY 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Dennis Presley of Buncombe 
County, North Carolina. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Western North Carolina, I would like to 
thank Mr. Presley for over 35 years of service 

to our communities and congratulate him on 
his recent retirement. 

Dennis Presley began his career with 
Skyland Fire and Rescue in 1978. From here, 
Chief Presley worked his way up from Fire-
fighter to Chief of Skyland Fire and Rescue. 
While working in Skyland, Chief Presley also 
served Asheville Fire and Rescue as both a 
Captain and District Commander. During his 
time in Asheville, Chief Presley’s team was 
the first to save a life using an automatic 
defibrillator, and he received an award from 
the Asheville City Manager for his heroism 
during a swift water rescue. All told, Chief 
Presley has earned over 10 awards for his 
leadership, heroism, and devotion to his com-
munity. 

Outside of the fire station, Chief Presley 
continues his dedication to the firefighters of 
Western North Carolina by serving as an in-
surance agent for over thirty fire departments 
and as the first Chairman of the Buncombe 
County Fire Chiefs Association. In addition to 
this work in Buncombe County, Chief Presley 
actively serves in the Western North Carolina 
Association of Firefighters, the Buncombe 
County Firefighters Association, and as a Stat-
istician with the North Carolina State Fire-
fighters Association. While he has gone above 
and beyond the call of duty for his fellow fire-
men, Chief Presley has also found time to 
lead his family, serve his church, and invest in 
many friendships. 

Chief Presley has earned the respect and 
friendship of the people of Buncombe County 
through his hard work and wide-ranging in-
volvement in his community. For his service to 
Western North Carolina. I am honored to ex-
press to Chief Presley the gratitude and best 
wishes of the people of North Carolina on his 
retirement. 

f 

HONORING GERTIE SOLE ARCHER 

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the memory of Gertie Sole Archer, who 
passed away in August, for her service and 
contributions to her community. Mrs. Archer 
was born in Muddy Creek, West Virginia and 
lived in Middlebourne, WV for most of her life. 
Mrs. Archer contributed to her community as a 
County Clerk in Tyler County, as an active 
member in the Muddy Creek Church of Christ, 
the Tyler County High School Athletic and 
Band Boosters, and offered her time to many 
other community organizations. 

As a long-standing and active member of 
the Tyler County Republican Women’s Club, 
she enthusiastically volunteered to support the 
election of Republican candidates. As the first 
Republican Congressman from the 1st District 
in 42 years, I benefited from her work and 
friendship. She also worked tirelessly to im-
prove the streetscape, parks and recreational 
facilities in Middlebourne, her hometown for 50 
years. 

Today, we honor Mrs. Archer and her con-
tributions to her community. We join her 
friends and family in mourning the loss of a 
stalwart in her community. 

MR. TOM CAMP’S 55 YEARS OF 
SAFE DRIVING FOR UPS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate Livonia, Michigan resident, Tom Camp 
on achieving 55 years of safe driving for the 
United Parcel Service (UPS). 

Tom Camp is the first driver ever in UPS 
history to achieve 55 years of safe driving with 
no Department of Transportation reportable 
accidents during this period. 

Having driven over a million miles and 
transported over 5 million packages, 77-year- 
old Marine Corps veteran Tom Camp is al-
ways on the lookout. He attributes his safe 
driving record to his keen sense of caution 
and awareness of the other drivers on the 
road. 

We should all take note from Mr. Camp’s 
advice, ‘‘You just have to pay attention out 
there. You can’t get distracted. Safety is No. 
1.’’ 

His dedication to safety is perhaps only ri-
valed by his passion for customer service. 
‘‘Anyone can deliver a package,’’ he says. ‘‘It’s 
the person delivering the package that makes 
all the difference,’’ and, since 1962, Mr. Camp 
has taken this to heart, brightening the days of 
so many of his neighbors. 

I congratulate Mr. Camp on this record- 
breaking achievement and applaud him for 
serving as a role model of conscientious driv-
ing and safety. Here’s to many more years of 
safe driving. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF INTER-
NATIONAL PLASMA AWARENESS 
WEEK 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, on October 8 to 
14, 2017, across the United States and 
throughout the world, patients, plasma donors 
and plasma collection centers will join together 
to observe International Plasma Awareness 
Week. There will be events to raise global 
awareness of the crucial need for plasma to 
create lifesaving therapies, recognize that 
plasma donors contribute greatly in saving and 
improving lives, and increase understanding of 
the many rare diseases and plasma protein 
therapies that help to treat them. 

Plasma-derived therapies and recombinant 
blood clotting factors, collectively known as 
plasma protein therapies, are unique, biologic 
medicines that are either infused or injected to 
treat a variety of rare, life-threatening, chronic, 
and genetic diseases including bleeding dis-
orders, hereditary angioedema, immune defi-
ciencies, pulmonary disorders, neurological 
disorders, shock and trauma, liver cirrhosis, 
and infectious diseases such as tetanus, hep-
atitis, and rabies. 

Plasma-derived therapies save and improve 
lives of individuals throughout the world, in-
cluding in emergency and surgical medicine. 
Plasma protein therapies have significantly im-
proved the quality of life, markedly improved 
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patient outcomes, and extended the life ex-
pectancy of individuals with rare, chronic dis-
eases and conditions. 

Healthy, committed donors provide the plas-
ma essential to manufacture these lifesaving 
therapies; and there are more than 575 plas-
ma collection centers in the U.S. that have 
demonstrated their commitment to plasma 
donor and patient safety and quality by earn-
ing International Quality Plasma Program 
(IQPP) certification. 

I ask that my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives join me and rise in com-
memoration of International Plasma Aware-
ness Week, honoring those committed donors 
and collection centers who make and collect 
needed and lifesaving contributions. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER JONATHAN SCHAFLER 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing United States Coast Guard 
Community Affairs Officer Jonathan Schafler 
for his years of service as liaison to the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

Prior to his service as a Community Affairs 
Officer, Lieutenant Commander Schafler 
served as a drilling reservist. He was deployed 
overseas several times, including for one year 
in Iraq with Patrol Forces Southwest Asia as 
the Liaison to the Iraqi Coastal Boarder 
Guard, and in Spain with Port Security Unit 
305. 

Since Lt. Cmdr. Schafler began his position 
as a Community Affairs Officer for the District 
of Columbia, he and his coworkers have con-
tributed more than 55,000 volunteer hours to 
the District; delivered over 200,000 pounds of 
food to pantries in the Ward 8 community as 
part of the ‘‘Feds Feed Families’’ outreach 
program; loaned over 2,300 tents to various 
community outreach events; and implemented 
a successful ‘‘Partnerships in Education and 
Services’’ program at six D.C.-area schools. 

In addition to his work as a Community Af-
fairs Officer, Lt. Cmdr. Schafler served as the 
Coast Guard liaison to the Anacostia Coordi-
nating Council (ACC), a group that has been 
dedicated to the Ward 8 community since 
1983. Lt. Cmdr. Schafler was designated as 
the liaison when he approached Vice Admiral 
Manson Brown at an ACC meeting. 

Lt. Cmdr. Schafler also worked at the United 
States Department of the Interior for 25 years 
as a National Park Service Ranger, Federal 
Game Warden and Wildlife Refuge Manager 
at nine locations, from Alaska to Puerto Rico. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing Lt. Cmdr. Jona-
than Schafler for his years of service to the 
U.S. government and the District of Columbia. 

HONORING NEPPERHAN COMMU-
NITY CENTER 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, in my district 
there are several community focused organi-
zations that do amazing work on behalf of my 
constituents. The Nepperhan Community Cen-
ter in Yonkers is one of those standout organi-
zations, and this year it celebrates its incred-
ible 75th anniversary. 

Nepperhan Community Center (NCC) was 
founded by a group of concerned neighbors in 
the Nepperhan section of Yonkers (now Run-
yon Heights) in the late 1930s. This group 
wanted a meeting place that could also ac-
commodate recreational activities and classes 
for the youth. In 1942, NCC became officially 
incorporated, and with the help of United Way, 
purchased a building at 117 Palisades Ave-
nue. The activities offered at this location ex-
panded to include cooking, basketball, sewing 
and occasional social dances. Scholarships 
were also offered to deserving students for up-
state campsites. Through the years, the pro-
grams and services offered by NCC increased 
by more than twenty-fold. Even though the de-
mand for services was increasing, NCC was 
still functioning on a part-time basis. In the late 
1960s, NCC relocated to 302 Warburton Ave-
nue, where it undertook new programming, 
along with Yonkers YCAP, in the field of edu-
cation, tutoring, remedial reading and math. 
NCC also started its first parental involvement 
program. 

NCC initiated a Black Studies and Cultural 
Enrichment program, which for the first time, 
afforded many young individuals in the com-
munity the experience of going to black the-
ater, plays, and seeing ballets. Today, NCC 
still carries on that tradition, in addition to pre-
senting our own theatrical productions. During 
this time, NCC became aware of the many so-
cial ills that were affecting our community in 
the areas of employment, housing, education, 
high youth crime, etc. NCC addressed these 
issues by setting up an Ex-Offender Program 
and a few years later a Youthful Offender pro-
gram, with built-in help that offered assistance 
with employment, housing, life coping skills 
and education. Other programs included: wel-
fare rights, veterans services, pre-trial inter-
vention, drug programs, social and rec-
reational programs. 

NCC has grown from a part-time social 
agency, serving a few people yearly, to now 
providing direct services, referral and sup-
portive services on a full-time basis. The addi-
tion of these capabilities has enabled NCC to 
assist thousands of children and their families. 
Today under strong leadership from Dr. Jim 
Bostic and his team, it continues to offer in-
valuable service to the Yonkers community 
and beyond. I want to congratulate them on 
75 terrific years and say here’s to 75 more. 

WELCOMING NEW CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate thirty individuals who will 
take their oaths of citizenship on Friday, Octo-
ber 13, 2017. This memorable occasion will be 
held at the United States Courthouse and 
Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On October 13, 2017, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Christopher Richard 
Sweet, Hikmat Mahmood Jbara, Abimbola 
Harninat Elenitoba-Johnson, Inessa 
Sergeyevna Bodrova, Radoslaw Jan 
Nabrzyski, Bhavik Kapilbhai Pathak, Zivojin 
Gino Djuric, Petrica Murariu Botez, Corina 
Gabriela Murariu-Botez, Obiefuna Foster Eze, 
Ai-Anh Thi Truong, Pavel Veljanoski, Caterina 
Susana Bosio Ruiz, Kan-Wei Coduti, 
Alejandra Diaz, Bijan Farajzadeh, Angela 
Izchel Fonseca, Adrian Fuentes, Gabriela Her-
rera, Jean Yves Jean Mardy, Petra Pacheco 
Dorado, Maria Guadalupe Perretta, Patricia 
Reid-Sinclair, Liliana Romo, Samantha Wenz, 
Jade Yu Rui Yang, Radomir Cvetkovski, Lan 
Phuoc Mai, Gilles Jean Claude Charriere and 
Heidy Lobo Gibson. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘ . . . of the people, by 
the people, and for the people.’’ They realize 
that the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on October 13, 2017. They, too, will be Amer-
ican citizens, guaranteed the inalienable rights 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
We, as a free and democratic nation, con-
gratulate them and welcome them. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN GABRIEL SMITH 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Mr. John Gabriel Smith, a constituent in 
St. Mary’s County, Maryland, whose courage 
broke barriers and advanced the cause of in-
tegration and equality in our country. This Sat-
urday, he will be honored at the homecoming 
game at Gonzaga College High School in 
Washington, DC, where he made history in 
1954 as its first African-American graduate. 

Along with his two sisters, Gabe—as he is 
known to his family, friends, and neighbors in 
St. Mary’s County—learned hard work and dili-
gence from his parents amid the turbulent 
times of Jim Crow as he grew up in the 
1940’s. He found comfort and calm in the 
teachings of his Catholic faith and in fellow-
ship at St. Peter Claver Church in Ridge, 
Maryland. There, he served as an altar boy 
and met the Jesuit priest who would become 
his mentor, Father Horace McKenna. Under 
the guidance of Father McKenna, Gabe devel-
oped a deep desire to find God and pursue 
the priesthood. Asking his spiritual guide what 
he would need to do, he learned that he would 
first have to study Latin. However, none of the 
segregated schools in Southern Maryland of-
fered Latin courses. 

From Father McKenna, though, Gabe also 
learned that Gonzaga College High offered 
Latin and all the other subjects prerequisite to 
prepare for the priesthood—and then-Arch-
bishop Patrick O’Boyle had ordered the de-
segregation of the schools within the Arch-
diocese of Washington in 1948. Thus, in 1951, 
Gabe walked into Gonzaga College High as 
its first African-American student, bravely 
breaking the color barrier and preparing the 
way for the more than 1,100 African-American 
Gonzaga College High students who have fol-
lowed him. 

At Gonzaga College High, Gabe witnessed 
less of the abusive conditions of segregation 
that he had encountered in Southern Mary-
land, and many of his classmates stood with 
him in solidarity against bigotry outside the 
school walls. But as a member of the school’s 
Purple Eagle football team, he had to face op-
posing teams from still-segregated schools 
whose players and fans directed their igno-
rance and hatred in his direction. His coach, 
Joe Kozik, stood by him throughout and pre-
sided over a team that rallied around Gabe. 
He would never forget the support he found 
among his peers and from Coach Kozik, who 
became as much a mentor to him as Father 
McKenna had been. 

When Gabe became the first African-Amer-
ican student to graduate Gonzaga College 
High in 1954, the Supreme Court reached its 
historic decision in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation and required the complete integration of 
America’s public schools. Gabe and others 
who had already been trailblazers inspired 
other young African-American students around 
the country to be the first in their communities 
to desegregate their local schools as our na-
tion struggled to achieve full enforcement of 
the Brown decision in the years that followed. 

While Gabe never ended up becoming a 
priest, he nonetheless rooted his life strongly 
in faith and built a career as a pharmacist 

upon the foundation in Latin and the sciences 
that he studied first at Gonzaga College High 
and then later at Howard University. He 
worked in the field for more than four dec-
ades, retiring this past spring. For many years 
now, Gabe has been an active member of the 
Mt. Ennon Baptist Church’s Men’s Ministry, 
helping to inspire others to achieve and pur-
sue their own dreams as he did his. I hope my 
colleagues will join me in congratulating Gabe 
on his retirement after a long and productive 
career serving the community in St. Mary’s 
County and on being honored this weekend at 
his alma mater. I wish him and his wife of fifty 
years—Mrs. Jeanette Graves Smith—and their 
entire family well on this happy occasion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE QUINCY AIR 
EVAC LIFETEAM’S 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I recog-
nize the Quincy Air Evac Lifeteam for their 
commitment to our community as they cele-
brate their 20th anniversary. 

For twenty years, the Quincy Air Evac 
Lifeteam provided lifesaving access to crucial 
medical services for those who need it most. 
By providing air ambulance support, the Quin-
cy Air Evac Lifeteam provided safe and rapid 
emergency transportation to the most vulner-
able in the Quincy community. The Quincy Air 
Evac Lifeteam is essential to the safety of citi-
zens in the rural communities of Illinois’ 18th 
Congressional District. 

The Quincy Air Evac Lifeteam sets the gold 
standard for care among Air Evac Lifeteams 
around the country. In 2017, the National 
Paramedic of the year for Air Evac Lifeteam 
was awarded to a member of Quincy’s team. 
I am grateful to the Quincy Air Evac Lifeteam 
for their service to our community and the 
lives they have saved. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to the 
Quincy Air Evac Lifeteam on twenty years of 
service and I wish for their continued safety as 
they continue to protect the Quincy commu-
nity. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
owing to a leave of absence for personal rea-
sons, I was unable to cast votes on October 
4th and 5th. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as follows: 

On Roll Call No. 553, the Rep. Grijalva Pro-
gressive Caucus Substitute Amendment to H. 
Con. Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018 Budget Resolu-
tion), I would have voted ‘‘Nay.’’ 

On Roll Call No. 554, the Rep. Scott Con-
gressional Black Caucus Substitute Amend-
ment to H. Con. Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018 Budget 
Resolution), I would have voted ‘‘Nay.’’ 

On Roll Call No. 555, the Rep. McClintock 
Republican Study Committee Substitute 

Amendment to H. Con. Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018 
Budget Resolution), I would have voted ‘‘Nay.’’ 

On Roll Call No. 556, Rep. Yarmuth Demo-
cratic Caucus Substitute Amendment to H. 
Con. Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018 Budget Resolu-
tion), I would have voted ‘‘Nay.’’ 

On Roll Call No. 557, Adoption of H. Con. 
Res. 71 (the FY’ 2018 Budget Resolution), I 
would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

On Roll Call No. 558, Approval of the Jour-
nal, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PATRICIA 
YATES 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of Patricia Yates, who passed away 
on October 2, 2017, after a lifetime of public 
service to her community. Born in San Fran-
cisco on February 18, 1921, Mrs. Yates was 
raised in a family with a well-regarded history 
of public service at both the state and local 
level. This environment helped mold in her a 
passion for service. She graduated from U.C. 
Berkeley in 1941 before immediately going to 
work for the federal government. 

During World War II, Mrs. Yates worked as 
an economist for the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, and traveled across the country to 
inspect stores and track the prices of vital 
goods. This exposure to people from all walks 
of life and their diverse lifestyles, 
contextualized her dedication to public service. 

By 1952, Mrs. Yates moved with her hus-
band to Marin County, where she would reside 
for the rest of her life. She attained a Masters 
of Arts in teaching from Dominican University 
in 1967, and became a teacher at San 
Domenico High School in San Anselmo. 
There, she endeavored to instill her passion 
for civic engagement into her students, even-
tually becoming the chair of the school’s social 
studies department. After 8 years of teaching, 
Mrs. Yates retired in order to pursue her grow-
ing passion for land and resource conserva-
tion in Marin County. 

Following years of volunteer work with Marin 
Conservation League, Mrs. Yates became one 
of the first women to be elected to the Board 
of the Marin Municipal Water District in 1982. 
She occupied this role for six years over the 
course of two terms, serving as the Board 
President for two of those years. Even after 
retiring from the Board in 1991, she continued 
to volunteer her time teaching students and 
the public about ecology and the importance 
of the natural environment. 

Mr. Speaker, the depth of Mrs. Yates’ serv-
ice to her community has left a lasting legacy 
in Marin County, and she will be dearly 
missed. It is therefore appropriate that we pay 
tribute to her today and honor her many con-
tributions. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 

OF DIANE GLASSER 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is with tre-
mendous sadness that I rise today to honor 
the life and contributions of Diane Glasser. 
Diane was a former Vice Mayor of the City of 
Tamarac, a dear personal friend, a con-
stituent, and an activist who contributed great-
ly to the growth of Democratic politics in 
Broward County and Florida. She passed 
away on October 10, 2017 at the age of 89, 
and is survived by her son Craig Glasser of 
Sunrise, Florida. 

Originally from Mill Basin in Brooklyn, New 
York, Diane and her husband moved to the 
City of Tamarac in 1973. She worked in the 
construction industry for twelve years. In 2004, 
Diane was appointed First Vice Chairwoman 
of the Florida Democratic Party. 

She was then elected to the Tamarac City 
Commission in 2008, where she served until 
her retirement in 2016. She also served on 
various Boards in Broward County, including 
the Broward School Board Senior Advisory 
Task Force and the Broward Human Rights 
Board. 

Diane was an Elected Florida Delegate in 
the last six Democratic National Conventions, 
and cast her vote in the Electoral College for 
the State of Florida in 1996 for Former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and in 2000 for Former Vice 
President Al Gore. 

Mr. Speaker, Diane was a very special 
woman who profoundly impacted our commu-
nity. Her spirit and loving memory will always 
live on. She will be dearly missed. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS MACAULAY’S 
50 YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE 
MASSENA VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Thomas Macaulay for his 50 years of 
service in the Massena Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. 

Since joining the department in 1967, Mr. 
Macaulay has proven to be an effective lead-
er, advancing through the ranks of Lieutenant, 
Captain, and Assistant Chief of the depart-
ment. As a testament to his distinguished 
service, he was chosen by his peers as Fire-
man of the Year in 1998. A decade later, Mr. 
Macaulay was elected to serve as Chief of the 
department until 2010. Currently serving as 
Treasurer, he continues to be a valuable asset 
to the Massena community. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I 
would like to thank Mr. Macaulay for the sac-
rifices he has made in protecting the residents 
of Massena for over half a century. We ap-
plaud Mr. Macaulay for his selfless service, 
and for acting as an example for future gen-
erations of firefighters. 

HONORING THE WORK OF REG-
ISTERED NURSES IN AFTER-
MATH OF NATURAL DISASTERS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor registered nurses 
across our nation who have urgently worked 
on the front lines after the deadly hurricanes 
this past season. In particular, Dotty Nygard 
and Rhonda Risner, who are a part of a large 
network of volunteers that are deployed after 
natural disasters to help take care of patients. 

Three weeks after Hurricane Harvey hit 
south Texas, registered nurses were deployed 
for weeks at a time. There these nurses gave 
dedicated care to their patients to ensure that 
the viruses had not spread to anyone and that 
they received the specific attention they need-
ed. Their work was integral to the safety of 
victims after natural disasters. Viruses and dis-
eases can spread quickly after natural disas-
ters due to the number of different people in 
confined places. It is the nurses who spot the 
signs of these viruses as soon as they can, 
and it is the nurses who become the first de-
fense against the spreading of flus and other 
life-threatening viruses. 

While serving the victims of the hurricane, 
nurses encountered a multitude of chronic 
issues, including heart attacks, strokes, and 
hypertensive crises from patients who have ei-
ther never had access to health care or lost 
their medications in the floods. It is because of 
nurses’ insight, diligent observation, and quick 
response that these people are still alive 
today. 

Nurses across the nation have created a 
network of 20,000 volunteers who have trav-
eled the world, helping victims of natural dis-
asters. The nurses have gone to the Phil-
ippines after a tsunami, Haiti following the 
earthquake, and worked with the U.S. Navy in 
Central and South America. Many of the pa-
tients they face have no access to their medi-
cations after a disaster or their access to med-
ical care is severely limited or non-existent. 
These nurses are at the front lines saving 
lives in disasters all over the world, and their 
work cannot be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, across the nation registered 
nurses’ dedication and benevolence in their 
care for victims of natural disasters all over 
the world are integral to patients’ safety and 
well-being and the eventual recovery of any 
area. We must always remember to honor and 
thank those first responders in their work 
around the world, especially those nurses who 
give up their time in hospitals and health cen-
ters to care for victims after a natural disaster. 
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HONORING DR. DEIRDRE J. 
LOUGHLIN 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Dr. Deirdre J. Loughlin. Deirdre’s 
work as a teacher has touched the lives of so 
many students and families. As Manager of 

Staff Development, she poured her time and 
talent into creating an atmosphere of excel-
lence throughout Worcester Public Schools, 
leaving a legacy of progress that will benefit 
our students for years to come. 

But Mr. Speaker, her lessons extended far 
beyond the classroom. In fact, if you spent the 
day with her, you would think she taught the 
entire city of Worcester. Seldom does a day 
pass by that she doesn’t run into a former stu-
dent. Deirdre is the kind of teacher that be-
comes a friend for life: staying in touch as stu-
dents grow and continue on to that next chap-
ter, always remembering a name, a memory— 
and yes, even that homework assignment you 
missed in Chemistry class. 

In the years I have known her, I have been 
personally inspired by her drive to make things 
better for every single young person in 
Worcester, no matter who they are or where 
they’re from. She’s worked with the School 
Committee to set strategic goals and measure 
success by the best benchmarks available. 
She’s gotten creative, partnering with outside 
organizations to improve each school’s cur-
riculum and expand students’ horizons. She’s 
created a solid foundation which our schools 
will build upon for generations. And she’s 
never lost sight of what it’s all about at the 
end of the day: ensuring that each student has 
the support and opportunities he or she needs 
to thrive. 

It is with warm wishes and a deep apprecia-
tion for her lifetime of public service that I 
send my congratulations on behalf of the peo-
ple of Worcester and the United States Con-
gress as together we celebrate ‘‘Dr. Deirdre J. 
Loughlin Day’’ on October fifteenth, two thou-
sand seventeen. 
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IN HONOR OF SHERANDO HIGH 
SCHOOL’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and congratulate an excellent high 
school in the 10th Congressional District of 
Virginia, Frederick County’s Sherando High 
School, while the school community is cele-
brating its 25th Anniversary. 

The school’s slogan, ‘‘where one person 
can make a difference,’’ summarizes the car-
ing, respectful culture that has been created at 
Sherando High School during those 25 years. 
Central to this special culture are the guiding 
words of the Mission for the staff, wherein 
they accept responsibility for providing ‘‘a safe 
and supportive environment that encourages 
intellectual, emotional, physical and social 
growth’’ and ‘‘a positive educational atmos-
phere which will encourage students to maxi-
mize their learning opportunities.’’ The 
Sherando community is proud of the fact that 
the entire community supports students with 
learning differences and that these students 
are encouraged to be an important part of the 
school and to benefit from the daily edu-
cational and social activities of the school. 
This caring attitude also extends to other stu-
dents, including those struggling with severe 
depression. Hundreds of members of the 
Sherando community have participated in Out 
of the Darkness walks, raising funds for sui-
cide prevention programs. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:13 Oct 11, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A10OC8.020 E10OCPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1354 October 10, 2017 
Another important aspect of Sherando High 

School’s culture is summed up in the third 
sentence of the staff mission statement: ‘‘We 
will promote the active participation of parents 
and the community in the educational proc-
ess.’’ This welcoming attitude of the school 
has provided the community the opportunity to 
cheer on Sherando students in a variety of 
pursuits, including dramatic productions, 
D.E.C.A and FFA activities, choir concerts, 
The Widget Cup, a design/build interscholastic 
competition that shows off the talents of Ca-
reer and Technical Education students, and 
the marching band, which recently took first 
place in General Effect, Drum Major, and 
Color Guard disciplines at the Hylton High 
School Marching Band Competition. 

The motto of the school, ‘‘Once a warrior, 
always a warrior’’ certainly rings true in the 
area of athletics, where community residents 
and alumni get caught up with Sherando foot-
ball and other athletics, and even travel long 
distances to see their athletes compete at 
regionals and at state championships. And at 
the very event that took place on October 7, 
2017, several athletes from the past are going 
to be recognized as the first inductees into the 
Sherando Athletic Hall of Fame. Congratula-
tions to Tyler Gaines, Kelley Washington, 
Emily Budnyk-Putt, Robyn Ritter-Browne, Zach 
Franz, Pepper Martin, and Jason Barbe for 
this special recognition. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I ask that you 
join me and our colleagues in congratulating 
Principal John Nelson, his dedicated staff and 
the entire Sherando High School community, 

on 25 years of extraordinary success and in 
wishing them a continuation of this success in 
the years to come. 
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YONKERS GUARDIANS 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Yonkers Guardians Association, an 
organization in the Yonkers community dedi-
cated to promoting equal opportunities within 
the Yonkers Police Department. 

The Yonkers Guardians Association, incor-
porated in 1988 under the leadership of first 
president, Lieutenant Lorenzo Paul, is a fra-
ternal organization comprised of African Amer-
ican Police and Detention Officers. Dedicated 
to promoting equal opportunities of appoint-
ment, assignment and promotion for members 
of the Yonkers Police Department, and to de-
vising and executing plans to assist its mem-
bers morally, financially, educationally and cul-
turally. The association’s mission is to encour-
age community members to be conscience of 
the criminal justice system and to enhance the 
quality of life in the African American commu-
nity. Moreover, the Organization’s goal is to 
foster an indispensable alliance with the com-
munity by creating partnerships, programs and 
building relationships with community based 

organizations that share the ideals and com-
mon principles of the Guardians Association. 

In addition to working to increase the num-
ber of African American Police Officers the 
Guardians have honored outstanding women 
in our community through its ‘‘Mother’s Day 
Award Dinner’’. Using the motto ‘‘Protecting 
our Future today’’ the Guardians have also 
made a commitment to programs that help our 
local youth partnering with the My Brother’s 
Keeper initiative to mentor our local youth. 
The Guardians had also formed alliances with 
the National Association of Black Law En-
forcement (NABLEO), the Westchester/Rock-
land Guardians Association, the Nepperhan 
Community Center, Compact for Learning in 
the 21st Century, the Cluster Westchester Me-
diation Center, the Yonkers Department of 
Parks and Recreation, the Yonkers Drug 
Court, the Westchester Coalition Against Big-
otry, the Yonkers NAACP, the Yonkers Public 
Schools, the Municipal Housing Authority and 
the Salvation Army. Under the leadership of 
past presidents Lieutenant Lorenzo Paul, De-
tective Charles Morton, Detective Donald Wil-
son, Detective Stuart Barksdale, Police Officer 
Joseph Lecoq, Detective Vincent Tilson and 
current President Sergeant Charles Walker the 
Guardians seek to bridge relationships be-
tween Law Enforcement and the Minority 
Community, to be a voice against injustice and 
work to create opportunities for the members 
of the community which we are a part of. They 
have done a tremendous job with that, and I 
congratulate them on all they’ve accom-
plished. 
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