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HONORING FALLEN KISSIMMEE 
POLICE OFFICER MATTHEW BAX-
TER 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and 
privilege to recognize the life of fallen Kis-
simmee Police Officer Matthew Baxter, who 
passed away August 18, 2017. Matthew and 
his supervisor, Sergeant Sam Howard, were 
fatally wounded while responding to a shots- 
fired call in the northern area of Kissimmee. 
Both officers sacrificed their lives in the line of 
duty protecting a woman, whose own state-
ment said, ‘‘without question,’’ the two men 
were responsible for saving her life. 

Matthew lived and served honorably, prov-
ing that no matter where you come from or 
where you are going, you can make a dif-
ference. Matthew was born in Baltimore, Mary-
land. Throughout his youth Matthew dem-
onstrated his energetic personality and desire 
to be a role model in the community through 
his participation in athletics like basketball, 
football, and wrestling. His motto was ‘‘pursue 
the dreams closest to the heart and never giv-
ing up,’’ led to his graduation from Jefferson 
High School in 2009, graduation from Valencia 
College with a degree in Criminal Justice, and 
his pursuit of a graduate program at Eastern 
Florida State College. 

Matthew joined the police academy to give 
back and help his community. Through his 
participation in programs such as Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters, and through his role as a po-
lice officer, Matthew was able to mentor youth. 
Instilling in them his dedication to pursue a 
path of helping those around them for the bet-
terment of the community. 

Matthew’s message of love, encourage-
ment, strength, and community live on in 
every one of the people he touched in the 
community and with his family; which includes 
his wife, Sadia Baxter, and his four daughters 
Sariah, Isabella, Zarah, and Sofia. For those 
who put the wellbeing of others before their 
own, they will never be forgotten. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, October 10, 2017, I was unable to be in 
Washington and missed Roll Call votes No. 
558, To designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 4514 
Williamson Trail in Liberty, Pennsylvania, as 
the Staff Sergeant Ryan Scott Ostrom Post 
Office, and No. 559, To designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located at 
25 New Chardon Street Lobby in Boston, 

Massachusetts, as the John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy Post Office. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Yes on both bills. 

f 

IN HONOR OF EVAN MALISSA 
WILLIAMS 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ms. Evan Malissa Williams on 
her retirement from the Presidio of Monterey. 
Ms. Williams leaves behind a distinguished ca-
reer in public service. 

Ms. Williams has worked for the Federal 
Government for 37 years, providing excep-
tional service to the Presidio of Monterey as a 
Contract Officer with Mission and Installation 
Contracting Command, Defense Language In-
stitute Foreign Language Center, and Installa-
tion Management Command. As a Contract 
Officer, Ms. Williams established a pattern of 
consistent merit, and her hard work served as 
an example to others. She excelled in her re-
sponsibilities of independently planning, direct-
ing and executing many complex contract ac-
tions while executing her duties promptly and 
professionally. It has been Ms. Williams’ duty 
to ensure compliance and continuity in the of-
fice, even extending her retirement date six 
months later than planned to help meet great 
contracting demands. 

Through her rigorous and thorough moni-
toring of purchasing and coordination efforts, 
Ms. Williams ensured critical deadlines were 
met while providing excellent service. Ms. Wil-
liams held many key contracts, enabling many 
projects supporting our service members. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize 
the duty, tireless efforts, and consummate pro-
fessionalism of Ms. Evan Malissa Williams. I 
ask my distinguished colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Ms. Williams’ outstanding service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. DIONE BUONTO 

HON. TOM RICE 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Ms. Dione Buonto, 
CEO of the Grand Strand Boys and Girls 
Club, for being selected to win the 2017 
Maytag Dependable Leadership Award. As 
one of only 10 recipients of this award nation-
wide, Ms. Buonto is among the best of the 
best and is truly deserving of this recognition. 

In order to receive this award, recipients 
must possess three key traits: dependability, 
reliability and leadership. Throughout her time 
at the Grand Strand Boys and Girls Club, Ms. 
Buonto has exemplified all of these traits and 
more. 

To see why she is so deserving, look no fur-
ther than the success of the Club and the 
youth that are a part of it. Under the direction 
and leadership of Ms. Buonto, the Grand 
Strand Boys and Girls Club has become an 
award-winning program for students, with a 
dozen Club graduates currently attending col-
lege on scholarships made possible by their 
involvement in the Club. 

Ms. Buonto makes it her mission to invest in 
every student. She is a true credit to the youth 
she coaches and to the entire Grand Strand 
community. Because of her leadership and 
being honored with this award, the Grand 
Strand Boys and Girls Club will now have the 
opportunity to continue to invest in and 
change the lives of youth all across the Grand 
Strand. Congratulations to Dione, and I thank 
her for all she does. 

f 

HONORING FALLEN KISSIMMEE 
POLICE SERGEANT SAM HOWARD 
III 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and 
privilege to recognize the life of fallen Kis-
simmee Police Sergeant Sam Howard III, who 
passed away August 19, 2017. Sam and his 
fellow officer, Matthew Baxter, were fatally 
wounded on August 18, 2017, while respond-
ing to a shots-fired call in the northern area of 
Kissimmee. Both officers sacrificed their lives 
in the line of duty protecting a woman, whose 
own statement said, ‘‘without question,’’ the 
two men were responsible for saving her life. 

Sam was born on September 20, 1981, in 
Bartow, Florida. Raised in Central Florida, he 
graduated from Osceola High School in 2000. 
Shortly after graduating, Sam joined the Flor-
ida Army National Guard and served in Iraq 
from December 2003 to March 2005. Fulfilling 
a goal his wife, Billie Jo Howard, says was al-
ways on his mind; to serve and protect. 

After his military service, Sam’s desire to 
serve and protect led to his pursuit of joining 
the Kissimmee Police Department on January 
22, 2007. Sam was a Detective Corporal, 
Street Crimes Corporal, Traffic Homicide In-
vestigator, DUI Officer, Motors Officer, and 
S.W.A.T. Sniper. On July 7, 2017, his impres-
sive work effort and dedication led to his pro-
motion to the rank of Sergeant. 

Sam’s sense of duty also carried over to his 
responsibilities as a father and husband. Sam 
had always kept his promise to be a role 
model and good father to his daughter, 
Unique. Through hard times and good, Sam 
always put Unique as his priority; as he would 
always attend her sporting events. Sam’s wife 
would say ‘‘everyone should be blessed to 
have a father like Sam.’’ 

Sam was not only a leader of our commu-
nity in Kissimmee, but he was also a good 
person and friend to those who knew him. 
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Through Sam’s passion for cars and athletics, 
his positivity brought joy to those around him. 
As a leader, Sam only wanted what was best 
for the community, and to make sure the peo-
ple knew he was there to help those in need. 
For those who guard over us are our fellow 
brothers and sisters, who give their hearts to 
the communities they serve. 

f 

HON. SAM OLENS TO BE INVESTED 
AS THE FOURTH PRESIDENT OF 
KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, October 19, the Honorable Sam Olens 
will be invested as the fourth President of 
Kennesaw State University in my home state 
of Georgia. I congratulate my friend Sam, the 
University, and the Kennesaw State commu-
nity on this historic day. KSU, as it is known, 
has been at the forefront of educational oppor-
tunities for students across Georgia and has 
grown to be the third largest institution of high-
er learning in the state. With an enrollment of 
nearly 40,000 students, it represents one of 
the most geographically and culturally diverse 
institutions in the region and I am proud to 
have this school in my district, and to recog-
nize this historic moment. 

Before joining Kennesaw State, Sam served 
as Georgia’s 53rd Attorney General, Vice 
President of the National Association of Attor-
neys General, and Chairman of the Cobb 
County Board of Commissioners. He received 
his juris doctorate from Emory University 
School of Law, and holds a Bachelors and 
Masters degree from American University in 
International Politics. 

As Dr. Olens and the University look to the 
future, I wish them continued success in their 
efforts on behalf of KSU students and faculty, 
the Kennesaw community, and the state of 
Georgia. 

f 

THE CRISIS IN ROHINGYA 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my profound concern about renewed 
violence in the Western Myanmar State of 
Rakhine and the resulting refugee and human-
itarian crisis. 

The growing violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
State has already claimed the lives of 1,000 
men, women and children who were brutally 
killed in recent clashes between the Myanmar 
military and Rohingya civilians. The military 
has also reportedly targeted some of the al-
leged survivors who sought justice and protec-
tion within Myanmar, leaving little recourse for 
those being victimized but to flee the country 
to neighboring Bangladesh. 

Rohingya Muslims have long been victims 
of official discrimination, living as a stateless 
minority community under restrictive citizen-
ship laws and constant threat of abuse and vi-
olence. The government of Myanmar must 

begin taking concrete steps to stop the down-
ward spiral of sectarian violence, which imper-
ils the safety of upwards of a million Rohingya 
Muslims. 

More than half a million Rohingya have fled 
Myanmar since major clashes occurred on Au-
gust 25, 2017. Using satellite imagery, Human 
Rights Watch has documented more than 700 
buildings in the Rohingya Muslim village of 
Chein Khar Li have been burned, accounting 
for more than 99 percent of the village. An ad-
ditional 450 buildings were recently spotted 
smoldering in Maungdaw, the administrative 
capital of Maungdaw Township. This destruc-
tion suggests a coordinated effort to drive the 
Rohingya population out of the country. 

There are divergent reports regarding who 
is to blame for the chaos in Western 
Myanmar. Refugees blame the Myanmar mili-
tary while the government blames the militant 
Arkan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA). For 
this reason, it is imperative that the govern-
ment permit entry of a U.N. Human Rights 
Commission Fact Finding Mission to impar-
tially document and assess the violence occur-
ring in Rakhine State. 

Timely and accurate information about the 
crisis is especially crucial in this conflict be-
cause Myanmar has cracked down on the 
media, using all the draconian tools at its dis-
posal to keep criticism hidden from public 
view. The government has actually prosecuted 
scores of individuals under an egregious defa-
mation law that has criminalized social media 
postings that merely express the plight of the 
Rohingya people. The international human 
rights community has criticized Myanmar’s 
Telecommunications Law for its vagueness, its 
severity of punishment, and its sweeping 
chilling effect on freedom of expression. 

The government of Myanmar should begin 
adopting the recommendations of the Kofi 
Annan Foundation Advisory Commission on 
Rakhine State contained in the August 2017 
Final Report, which was released the day be-
fore violence in the region erupted. These rec-
ommendations include providing dignified liv-
ing conditions in camps for internally displaced 
persons and granting national and inter-
national humanitarian groups full access to the 
communities of Rakhine State. The continuing 
censorship of the media suggests that the 
government does not want the world to wit-
ness the crimes that are being perpetrated in 
the Rakhine State. 

It is my hope that Myanmar will begin taking 
substantial and sustained steps to prevent any 
further violence in Rakhine State. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in calling on Myanmar to 
take meaningful action to desegregate the 
Rohingya Muslim population, repeal its repres-
sive criminal defamation law, and permit 
human rights observers access to monitor the 
situation. 

f 

MEDICAL ADVOCACY AND 
OUTREACH 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I am proud to recognize Medical Advo-
cacy and Outreach (MAO) for 30 years of 
dedicated service to the rural and underserved 

communities of Alabama. MAO, formerly 
known as Medical AIDS Outreach and Mont-
gomery AIDS Outreach, is a private, non-prof-
it, Rural Health and Wellness Organization 
and Community Based AIDS Service Organi-
zation in Montgomery, Alabama. It was found-
ed in 1987 by a group of volunteers who were 
both directly and indirectly affected by HIV/ 
AIDS. 

In 1994, after being awarded Ryan White 
Care Act Part C funds, MAO transitioned from 
a volunteer education and service organization 
to a full-time, health care facility. Because of 
the hard work of many working together on 
the local, state and federal level over the 
years, MAO now operates the largest HIV- 
specific health care facility by geographic area 
within the state of Alabama, the Copeland 
Care Clinic. I am inspired by the small group 
of volunteers, many who are still involved and 
supportive today, who have been responsible 
for the growth of this organization over the 
past 30 years. Today, MAO provides edu-
cation services to members of the community 
and medical and social services to those living 
with and affected by HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis C, 
and Diabetes. MAO and the Copeland Clinic 
currently provide services to over 1600 pa-
tients who live in Montgomery and 28 sur-
rounding counties in Southeast Alabama. 

In addition, MAO provides an array of com-
prehensive services and care for individuals 
living with HIV/AIDS, including: medication as-
sistance, pharmacist consultations, housing 
services, an on-site food pantry, mental health 
counseling/case management, patient edu-
cation, prevention education, free HIV and 
Hepatitis C testing, PrEP and interpretation 
services for Spanish-speaking individuals and 
the hearing impaired. Through their Telehealth 
Resource Center, they assist other providers 
with the integration of telemedicine technology 
into patient-centered environments in Ala-
bama, Florida, Georgia, New York, South 
Carolina, and Tennessee. 

In addition to providing direct health care 
services, MAO educates the public about HIV/ 
AIDS and related illnesses and how to prevent 
transmission of infection. To this end, the or-
ganization has made significant progress in 
educating the public on the reality that a per-
son living with HIV who has an undetectable 
viral load cannot transmit the virus to their 
partners. This is why the staff at MAO also 
works so hard to ensure that individuals living 
with HIV receive regular treatment. As a mat-
ter of fact, MAO has a new initiative called 
‘‘Zero by 2020.’’ The targeted goal is to have 
no new HIV diagnoses in Lowndes County, 
Alabama in the year 2020. I truly believe this 
can be done if we support organizations like 
MAO that provide free testing and educate citi-
zens on the importance of getting regular 
health screenings. 

MAO has two full service health and 
wellness clinics in Montgomery and Dothan 
where specialty care and related primary and 
dental care is provided to individuals living 
with HIV, Hepatitis C, and Diabetes. In addi-
tion to these full service facilities, MAO oper-
ates 10 rural telemedicine sites throughout 
Alabama in the following locations: Marengo 
County; Lowndes County; Dallas County; 
Perry County; Barbour County; Escambia 
County; Conecuh County; Covington County, 
Henry County; and Pike County. As the Mem-
ber of Congress that represents the Black 
Belt, I am honored to be able to work with 
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MAO and other partners in their work to pro-
vide health care services to rural populations 
through telemedicine. 

The services that MAO provides have grown 
to include a licensed professional counselor, 
mental health counselling and assessments, 
including for substance abuse and addiction, 
social services, and maternal and infant serv-
ices. MAO collaborates with three area sub-
stance abuse treatment centers to provide 
prevention education to recovering addicts. 
MAO also houses the Alabama AIDS Edu-
cation and Training Center (AETC), a con-
tinuing education program serving healthcare 
providers and professionals statewide. 

The board, staff, and community partners 
with MAO work every day to fulfill their vision, 
which is to eradicate HIV/AIDS and other dis-
eases that impact our most vulnerable neigh-
bors. The progress this organization has made 
in 30 years demonstrates what can be accom-
plished when dedicated and committed individ-
uals work together for substantive change. I 
am proud to be the Member of Congress that 
represents MAO. The reality is that all individ-
uals living with HIV/AIDS and related illnesses 
deserve to live a healthy life filled with dignity 
and respect. Thanks to MAO, countless lives 
have been touched and saved by their work. 

f 

KEITH SWERDFEGER TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Keith Swerdfeger of Pueblo, Colo-
rado, who has been honored with the Lifetime 
Business Achievement Award from the Colo-
rado State University–Pueblo. 

Keith Swerdfeger was born and raised in 
Pueblo, Colorado, and has had a lifelong pas-
sion to start a business and make a contribu-
tion to his hometown. In 1968, Keith realized 
his dream of becoming a business owner, 
opening Swerdfeger Construction, Inc. with his 
wife Sharon. This was the beginning of a very 
successful business venture. Today, 
Swerdfeger Construction, Inc. is a vital part of 
Pueblo’s economy as well as in Southern Col-
orado and six other states, employing 500 
people. Keith readily gives all of the credit to 
his employees for his company’s success, 
while continuing to strive to create more jobs 
and opportunities. 

Keith is passionate about investing in the 
Pueblo community and firmly believes that 
part of his company’s success has come as 
the result of the work he, his family and em-
ployees have done to give back. Keith has 
been very active with the Pueblo Economic 
Development Corporation, Pueblo County 
United Way, the Colorado Contractors, the 
Distribution Contractor Association, the Great-
er Pueblo Chamber of Commerce and other 
civic and industry associations. Keith rep-
resented Colorado House of Representatives 
District 47 from 2011 to 2013 where he served 
on the Economic and Business Development 
Committee, the Finance Committee and the 
Local Government Committee. He was a 
strong advocate for his District and the com-
munity of Pueblo—and worked diligently to 
bring jobs and economic opportunities to the 
people of southern Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, Keith Swerdfeger has been a 
long-time business leader and tireless civic 
volunteer for his hometown of Pueblo, Colo-
rado. I’m fortunate to consider him a dear 
friend. When we tell younger generations of 
Puebloans that the keys to a successful life 
are dedication and a strong work ethic, we 
can point to Keith as an example. Pueblo is 
grateful to have Keith Swerdfeger as one of its 
sons. 

f 

HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2018 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment, 
Soto number 11 to Division H, the Department 
of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2018, increased funding to 
the Housing for the Elderly Program by 
$2,500,000. It did so by shifting $2,500,000 
from the Policy Development and Research, 
Research and Technology account within 
HUD. 

I support increased funding for the Housing 
for the Elderly Program and thank Chairman 
DIAZ-BALART and my colleagues for their sup-
port of my amendment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ALA-
BAMA OUTSTANDING YOUNG 
FARM FAMILY FOR 2017 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
Alabama Outstanding Young Farm Family for 
2017, the Lovvorn Family. 

The Lovvorn’s, Eric, Carrly, Chole (2) and 
Landon (3 months), live in near Ranburne, 
Alabama, and have a four-house poultry farm 
and cattle. They also grow hay and are co- 
owners of LHT Trucking, a poultry house 
clean-out business. 

Eric grew up around poultry farming and by 
the age of 12 had decided chicken houses 
wouldn’t be in his future. That changed when 
he bought his first poultry farm in Cleburne 
County at the age of 20. Eric and Carrly met 
in 2008 at a University of Georgia football 
game and were married in 2011. Carrly works 
at Georgia Power Company. 

The Lovvorns love farming and want their 
children to know how important farming is. 
Eric serves as the Cleburne County Young 
Farmers chairman and participated in the Agri-
cultural Leaders for Alabama program. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the Alabama Outstanding Young Farm Family 
for 2017: Eric, Carrly, Chole and Landon 
Lovvorn. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 558, and YEA on Roll Call No. 559. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF TRINITY UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, TAMAQUA 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Trinity United Church of Christ, 
Tamaqua which is celebrating its 150th anni-
versary this year. For a century and a half, 
Trinity has served as a place of worship and 
community for the residents of Tamaqua, from 
the early German settlers of the region to 
modern congregants from diverse back-
grounds. 

In 1835, Trinity’s parent church, St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran and Reformed Church, 
was founded by the German population of 
Tamaqua. In 1867, twelve men and their fami-
lies left the congregation of St. John’s to form 
Trinity Church under the guidance of Rev-
erend Levi K. Derr. One of the original twelve, 
Daniel Shepp donated land to build the church 
at the comer of Lafayette and Washington 
Streets. In September 1868, Reverend I.E. 
Graeff became the first full-time pastor, serv-
ing until March 1873. 

In 1961, the present church was dedicated 
and, over the following decades, improve-
ments were made to the building and grounds. 
The church’s distinctive exterior is marked by 
the Trinity chime, a landmark in Tamaqua. Ad-
ditionally, Trinity is unique in that it is one of 
the very few churches that have its own hymn. 
In 1942, Rev. Dr. Henry A. W. Shaeffer wrote 
the words, and Mrs. Gertrude Wagner wrote 
the music to the signature piece. 

Today, Trinity, under the leadership of Pas-
tor Darry Kensinger, celebrates a diverse, vi-
brant congregation dedicated to serving 
Tamaqua and the surrounding community in 
the tradition of the United Church of Christ, 
known for being open minded, inclusive, and 
welcoming. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes Tuesday, October 10, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call 
votes 558 and 559. 
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TAX COUNSELING FOR THE EL-

DERLY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2018 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment, 
Soto number 27 to Division D, the Department 
of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2018, increased funding to 
the Tax Counseling for the Elderly Program by 
$1,000,000. It did so by making an additional 
carveout of money from the overall Taxpayer 
Services Account. 

I support increased funding for the Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly Program and thank 
Chairman GRAVES and my colleagues for their 
support of my amendment. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Chair, I include in the 
RECORD a letter from the National Education 
Association. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, 
Washington, DC, October 4, 2017. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the 
more than three million members of the Na-
tional Education Association (NEA), and the 
50 million students they serve, we urge you 
to Vote No on the FY 2018 budget resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 71) being brought to the House 
floor this week, and offer our views on the 
alternative budgets that have been proposed. 
The budget should reflect the priorities of 
our nation and should especially meet the 
needs of children and those most in need. Ac-
tions on this issue may be included in the 
NEA Legislative Report Card for the 115th 
Congress. 

In addition to urging a NO vote on H. Con. 
Res. 71, we urge you to: 

Vote YES on the Democratic substitute 
budget. This budget stresses the need to in-
vest in our economic future. It lifts the 
budget caps, broadens access to education, 
defends and strengthens the Affordable Care 
Act, invests in infrastructure, raises the 
minimum wage, and supports tax reform 
that supports American families and work-
ers. 

Vote YES on the budget presented by the 
Congressional Progressive Caucus offered by 
Reps. Pocan (D–WI) and Grijalva (D–AZ). 
This budget provides a practical, progressive 
vision for our country by investing in 21st 
century infrastructure and jobs, tackling in-
equality, making corporations pay their fair 
share, and strengthening essential public 
programs. 

Vote YES on the budget presented by the 
Congressional Black Caucus offered by Rep. 
Scott (D–VA). This budget would establish 
funding levels to allow for investments in 
key programs like education, infrastructure 
and job training, makes the tax code more 
progressive and fair, repeals the Budget Con-
trol Act and ends the threat of sequestra-

tion, and create jobs while also reducing the 
deficit. 

Vote NO on the budget presented by the 
Republican Study Committee authored by 
Reps. Walker (R–NC) and McClintock (R– 
CA). This budget goes beyond the Budget 
Committee proposal in terms of balancing 
the budget on the backs of those least able 
to afford it by cutting spending $5.7 trillion 
over the next 10 years. The budget also 
would repeal the Affordable Care Act, in-
crease the Medicare eligibility age, and 
block grant Medicaid and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. 

We strongly oppose H. Con. Res. 71 because 
it takes us in the wrong direction as a nation 
by making dramatic cuts to essential pro-
grams and services in order to finance tax 
cuts for the wealthy. Specifically, we oppose: 

Doubling down on deep cuts to education 
and other domestic programs. This proposal 
would cut Non-Defense-Discretionary pro-
grams (i.e. education, health care, job train-
ing, etc.), which are already at historically 
low levels (as a percentage of GDP), by low-
ering the already inadequate spending caps 
by $5 billion in 2018 and cutting spending for 
NDD programs by $1.3 trillion over the next 
decade. This would force even deeper cuts to 
crucial investments like education depriving 
students of the opportunity they all deserve 
for a quality education. 

Making dramatic cuts for essential pro-
grams to finance a massive tax cut for the 
wealthy and add $2.4 trillion to our country’s 
debt. According to the Tax Policy Center, 
the top one percent of households would get 
80 percent of the framework’s next tax cuts, 
or more than $200,000 annually on average. 

Slashing Medicaid and other health pro-
grams, which provides healthcare for more 
than one-third of our nation’s children. Over-
all funding for Medicaid and other programs 
would be cut by $1.5 trillion over the decade, 
while Medicare would be cut by $487 billion 
over the decade. 

Voucherizing Medicare and shifting costs 
to seniors. Under the proposed plan, seniors 
would receive ‘‘premium support’’—fixed 
payments to help buy coverage, which would 
likely fail to keep pace with rising 
healthcare costs. The plan also could also 
lead to the gradual demise of traditional 
Medicare by making the pool of beneficiaries 
smaller, older, and sicker—and increasingly 
costly to cover. 

Student aid cuts, which appear to include 
deep cuts to the Pell Grant program and stu-
dent loans. We should be working to make 
college more affordable for more students. 

For too long Congress has tied its own 
hands with senseless and untenable budget 
caps, resulting in wholly inadequate funding 
levels for critical programs like education. 
This budget would make that problem much 
worse and sets the stage to enact massive 
tax cuts for the wealthy. We urge you to 
Vote NO on the FY18 budget resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 71). 

Sincerely, 
MARC EGAN, 

Director, Government Relations, 
National Education Association. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DONALD G. 
FREEMAN 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Donald G. Freeman, a constituent 
of California’s Twentieth Congressional district 

on the occasion of his retirement. Don began 
his tenure as City Attorney for the City of Car-
mel-by-the-Sea in 1983. Since then, he has 
worked with seven mayors and is the longest 
serving city attorney in the city’s history. Dur-
ing his tenure, he has provided a full range of 
legal services as the chief legal advisor to the 
city council, city administrator, the city’s de-
partments, boards and commissions. He has 
consistently provided sound legal advice to the 
council during the course of innumerable 
meetings and has served as counsel for sev-
eral special districts, including the Carmel 
Area Wastewater and the Seaside Redevelop-
ment Agency. He is also an active member of 
the Association of Monterey Bay Area Govern-
ments, as well as the Mayor’s Water Authority. 
He has also gone out of his way to provide 
the council, city staff, board and commission 
members with mentoring and training in areas 
of ethics, conflicts of interest, and the Brown 
Act. 

In the performance of his duties, Don regu-
larly evaluated projects that involved complex 
legal issues, recommended options to mini-
mize legal risk, and ensured due process in 
city decisions. As he managed and guided the 
city through various types of litigation, he dem-
onstrated a mastery of negotiating lease 
agreements, and drafting ordinances and res-
olutions that helped protect and preserve the 
character and integrity of Carmel-by-the-Sea. 

In addition to the vital role he played in 
service to the City, Don maintained a strong 
belief in public service, helping others, funda-
mental fairness, and the importance of law 
and education. Over time, he developed a 
keen appreciation for the history of Carmel 
and for its unique village character, eventually 
becoming one of its staunchest defenders. His 
understanding of Carmel-by-the-Sea, and his 
many contributions have proven to be indis-
pensable to the city’s officials and residents. 

Don has built strong ties that have bene-
fitted Carmel. His counsel, guidance, and sup-
port to the City Council, city employees, and 
the community have made him a valued col-
league. His historical and institutional knowl-
edge will be missed by those who will carry on 
the work of the City or Carmel. 

In honor and recognition of his service, I 
would like to express my gratitude and appre-
ciation to Donald G. Freeman for his more 
than 33 years of counsel, advice, and dedica-
tion to the city of Carmel-by-the-Sea. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in wishing Mr. 
Freeman the very best in his future endeav-
ors, and a very happy retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBIN 
MADSEN—LABOR LEADER AND 
FRIEND 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a dear friend, a committed public 
servant, and a fierce labor leader from St. 
Paul, Minnesota—Ms. Robin Madsen. Robin 
passed away last week at the age of 69 after 
a battle with cancer. Her death is a personal 
loss for me since I have known her for more 
than thirty years. Robin was a wonderful 
woman, a tireless believer in organized labor, 
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a champion for children, and one of the 
kindest souls you could ever meet. 

For thirty-six years Robin drove the St. Paul 
Public Library bookmobile. She was the 
‘‘bookmobile lady’’ to thousands of children 
who were able to explore their interests, new 
ideas, and the world because Robin’s book-
mobile came to their neighborhood. 

Robin also became the president of 
AFSCME 1842 where she served as a com-
mitted advocate for workers, public employ-
ees, and political candidates who were willing 
to invest in community services to meet the 
needs of families and children. 

From my first campaign for Congress in 
2000 I was honored to have Robin as a friend 
and supporter. She helped organize a Women 
of Labor effort and was never shy about 
speaking her mind or helping behind the 
scenes. Robin was all about getting results 
without worrying about getting credit. 

Robin Madsen was a true friend and a 
strong woman who I admired and respected 
greatly. My prayers and condolences are with 
Robin’s children, grandchildren and countless 
friends. 

Robin will be missed. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID ROUZER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, on October 10, 
I was attending the funeral of a friend. Had I 
been present, I would have voted YEA on Roll 
Call No. 558 and YEA on Roll Call No. 559. 

f 

HUANGLONGBING MULTI-AGENCY 
COORDINATION EFFORTS IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, EN-
VIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2018 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment, 
Soto number 24 to Division B, the Department 
of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2018, moved $1,000,000 
from the Office of the Economist account to 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice’s Specialty Crop Pest Program, specifically 
the Huanglongbing Multi-Agency Coordination 
Efforts. 

I support increased funding for the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service’s Spe-
cialty Crop Pest Program’s Huanglongbing 
Multi-Agency Coordination Efforts and thank 
Chairman ADERHOLT and my colleagues for 
their support of my amendment. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
DELEGATE LACEY E. PUTNEY 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I, along 
with my colleagues, Representatives ROBERT 

J. WITTMAN, H. MORGAN GRIFFITH, DAVE BRAT, 
THOMAS A. GARRETT, Jr., and SCOTT TAYLOR, 
rise today to honor the life and service of 
Lacey E. Putney, a dear friend and the long-
est-serving state legislator in Virginia’s history. 

Born on June 27, 1928, Lacey passed away 
on August 26, 2017, at the age of 89. He was 
born and raised in Big Island, Virginia, and re-
mained a well-respected member of the com-
munity his entire life. After earning his under-
graduate degree in 1950 from Washington and 
Lee University, Lacey enlisted in the United 
States Air Force where he served for four 
years. He later graduated from the Wash-
ington and Lee University School of Law and 
went on to practice law for more than 55 years 
in Bedford. 

Lacey was first elected to represent the 19th 
District in the Virginia House of Delegates in 
1961. During his time in office, he held many 
important leadership positions, including Chair-
man of the House Appropriations Committee, 
Chairman of the Privileges and Elections 
Committee, and as acting Speaker of the 
House in 2003. Lacey was a true force in the 
state legislature, and he knew how to get 
things done. Anyone who worked with him wit-
nessed that firsthand, and his hard work can 
be seen throughout western Virginia. He was 
instrumental in establishing the Virginia Tech 
Carilion School of Medicine and Research In-
stitute in Roanoke and the Virginia Horse Cen-
ter in Lexington, creating the National D-Day 
Memorial in Bedford, and restoring Thomas 
Jefferson’s Poplar Forest. He led many suc-
cessful legislative initiatives during his tenure, 
including the creation of the Virginia Tuition 
Assistance Grant program, the Virginia Retire-
ment System, and the Virginia community col-
lege system. In 2013, Lacey retired from pub-
lic service after 52 years. It was only fitting 
that upon his passing Lacey lie in state in the 
rotunda of the State Capitol. 

Lacey’s legacy is one of service, kindness, 
and action. He was trusted by the people he 
represented and respected by his colleagues. 
He exemplified the role of a citizen legislator 
and set an example for all of us through his 
passion for serving his fellow Virginians. We 
are honored to have known Lacey Putney 
over the years, and the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia is better because of individuals like him. 
With his passing, Virginia lost one of its great-
est treasures. 

We offer our condolences to his beloved 
wife, Carmela, as well as the entire Putney 
family. Our prayers are with them as they 
mourn this loss and celebrate his life. May 
God give them comfort and peace. While he 
may be gone from this earth, there is no doubt 
that his legacy will live on. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JERRY KLECZKA 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Jerry Kleczka. He was a true 
public servant and legislator. He passed away 
on October 8, 2017. He was 73 years old. 

Jerry Kleczka grew up on the south side of 
Milwaukee. He graduated from Don Bosco 
High School, attended the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee for two years, worked as an 

accountant and served in the Wisconsin Na-
tional Guard. Jerry Kleczka was elected to the 
Wisconsin State Legislature at age 24 where 
he served in both the Assembly and Senate. 
In 1984, he won a special election to replace 
Clement Zablocki in Congress and served for 
over two decades until his retirement in 2005. 
I succeeded Jerry Kleczka in the 4th Congres-
sional District and appreciate his kindness in 
assisting me through the transition to Wash-
ington. He gave me a gift of African cloth from 
one of his trips that I cherish to this day. 

While in Congress, Jerry Kleczka served on 
the powerful House Ways and Means Com-
mittee; he formed a warm and lasting friend-
ship with Representative JOHN LEWIS during 
that tenure. He twice voted against going to 
war—the Gulf War in 1991 and the invasion of 
Iraq in 2003. Some of his signature legislation 
included support for seniors and preventing 
‘‘drive-through’’ baby deliveries when insur-
ance companies forced some women to leave 
hospitals too soon after giving birth. 

Jerry Kleczka was a serious, hard-working 
legislator with a strong work ethic. He took 
pride in being the guy from the south side of 
Milwaukee. 

When my alma mater, Marquette University 
began an internship program in Washington, 
D.C., in 1984 for students interested in ca-
reers in government and public service, Klecz-
ka was a strong supporter. Jerry Kleczka do-
nated his campaign funds of $300,000 to 
endow what became in 2005 the Kleczka In-
ternship Program. He was awarded an hon-
orary doctorate of law degree in 2005 by Mar-
quette University. Many of the interns serving 
in my office were members of this program; 
this is Jerry Kleczka’s lasting legacy to the en-
tire community. 

Upon his retirement, Jerry moved to Mid-
dleton. Middleton was Bonnie’s, his wife of 39 
years, hometown. He lived quietly and was 
busy with hobbies that included gardening, 
woodworking and remodeling projects. 

Mr. Speaker, Jerry Kleczka was a valued 
member of Milwaukee, the 4th Congressional 
District, and the entire State of Wisconsin. I 
applaud and value his stewardship. I urge you 
and my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in a salute to the late 
Jerry Kleczka. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. R.W. BOBBY 
MARTIN ON A LIFETIME OF 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP AND 
SERVICE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dr. Bobby Martin on his retire-
ment from the Dallas Baptist Association. For 
the past 48 years, Dr. Martin has devoted his 
time and efforts to providing Christian leader-
ship and education to churches. 

Dr. Martin has demonstrated a lifetime of 
passion for Christian education, including his 
own. Dr. Martin earned his Bachelor of Arts 
degree at Lamar University in 1972 and went 
on to earn his Master of Religious Education 
and Doctor of Educational Ministry both from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas. In 1976, Dr. Martin married 
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Jennifer Langston, and together they have two 
children, Todd and Brandon, a daughter-in- 
law, Casey, and a grandchild, Kate. 

In 1969, at the age of 19, Dr. Martin an-
swered God’s call to ministry by joining Rose-
dale Baptist Church in Beaumont, Texas as a 
part-time Minister of Music and Youth. By 
1974, Dr. Martin joined Fletcher Emanuel Bap-
tist Church in Lumberton, Texas as the full- 
time Minister of Education and Youth. In 1982, 
Dr. Martin moved to South Main Baptist 
Church in Houston, Texas as the Church Busi-
ness Administrator. Soon after, Dr. Martin 
moved his young family to North Texas to 
start his service at First Baptist Church of 
Carrollton. 

For 16 years, Dr. Martin served as the As-
sociate Pastor of Education at First Baptist 
Church of Carrollton. During Dr. Martin’s ten-
ure at First Baptist Carrollton, the church was 
one of the largest and fastest growing con-
gregations in the nation. He guided the total 
education program including Sunday School, 
discipleship training, missions and weekday 
education. 

In 1999, Dr. Martin joined the Dallas Baptist 
Association as the Director of Leadership De-
velopment. Dallas Baptist Association serves 
over 500 churches in 40 different languages 
with the mission of multiplying disciples, min-
istries, and churches throughout Dallas and 
Rockwall Counties. Over the last 18 years, Dr. 
Martin has been charged with equipping Chris-
tian leaders with the tools they need for Bible 
study and discipleship. Dr. Martin’s years of 
service at the Dallas Baptist Association have 
helped the organization grow and prosper. 
Throughout his tenure, he earned the reputa-
tion as a steadfast spiritual leader and an ef-
fective advocate who is dedicated to Christian 
education and spiritual advancement. 

Dr. Martin has committed his time and en-
ergy to service in his community in different 
ministry outreach positions. Since 1997, Dr. 
Martin has served as the Lead Chaplain for 
the Carrollton Police Department. From 2001 
to 2010, Dr. Martin served on the Board of Di-
rectors of the DFW Airport Interfaith Chap-
laincy. He participated in organizing chap-
laincy programs for military members returning 
home for ‘‘rest and relief’’ from Operations 
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. In 
2008, Dr. Martin joined the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s Dallas Division as Chaplain. He 
has been a visiting Chaplain at the FBI Acad-
emy at Quantico, Virginia, and part of the 
FBI’s Critical Incident Team. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th District of 
Texas, I would like to thank Dr. Bobby Martin 
for his lifetime of Christian leadership and 
service. I ask all my distinguished colleagues 
to join me in wishing Dr. Martin continued suc-
cess as he enjoys his retirement. 

f 

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER 
PROTECTION PROGRAM IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, EN-
VIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2018 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment, 
Soto number 23 to Division B, the Department 

of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2018, moved $500,000 
from the Office of the Secretary account to the 
Grassroots Source Water Protection Program. 

I support increased funding for the Grass-
roots Source Water Protection Program and 
thank Chairman ADERHOLT and my colleagues 
for their support of my amendment. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
REVEREND DR. A.V. FISHER 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of a community trailblazer, fa-
ther, husband, and man of God, the Reverend 
Dr. A.V. Fisher. 

The Reverend Dr. A.V. Fisher was born the 
sixth of seven children to Essie J. and Corine 
Caraway Fisher in 1933 in Marshall County, 
Texas. After graduating from Pemberton High 
School, Reverend Fisher forged his own path 
to become the first male student to graduate 
Cosmetology at Valarie Hurd Beauty College. 
In 1958, Reverend Fisher brought his exper-
tise and work ethic to Fort Worth where he 
opened his first beauty salon. Reverend Fisher 
immediately transformed the salon into a com-
munity icon that caught the attention of Ebony 
and Beauty Trade Magazines, ranking him as 
one of the Top 100 Beauty Operators in the 
United States. The Texas Legislature joined 
their high praise by honoring Reverend Fisher 
for 50 years as a Hair Stylist and Beauty 
Owner. 

Following his successful barbershop career, 
Reverend Fisher decided to embark on a new 
chapter of this life by transitioning into min-
istry. He entered the Gospel Ministry in 1963 
under the spiritual guidance of Reverend 
James Warren and Dr. M.R. Lester, and later 
became pastor of the Salem Missionary Bap-
tist Church. As a Reverend, Dr. Fisher has 
welcomed hundreds to his church; baptized 
many, ordained over 300 deacons, and in-
stalled over 200 preachers as pastors all over 
the United States. Additionally, Reverend Fish-
er’s service did not waiver. He founded the 
Black Pastor’s Association, coordinated the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Service and 
Prayer Breakfast for 30 years, and helped 
found the East Fort Worth Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance. Reverend Fisher grad-
uated from the New World Bible Institute, and 
has received numerous awards including an 
honorary doctorate. He has preached all 
across the United States and the Bahamas. 

Reverend Dr. A.V. Fisher passed away on 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 and is survived by 
his wife, Verdell Knighten, and their three 
beautiful daughters, Avis Michelle, Ava LaNell, 
and Adrain Van. 

I honor and celebrate the life of a dedicated 
community servant, Reverend Dr. A.V. Fisher. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I was unable to be present in 

Washington for voting on October 4–5, 2017 
due to circumstances beyond my control. Had 
I been present, I would have voted: Yes on 
the Grijalva Amendment to H. Con. Res. 71 
(Roll Call No. 553), and Yes on the Scott 
Amendment to H. Con. Res. 71 (Roll Call No. 
554). Additionally, I would have voted Yes on 
the Yarmuth amendment to H. Con. Res. 71 
(Roll Call No. 556), and voted No on Final 
Passage (Roll Call No. 557). 

f 

IN HONOR OF QUEENS COLLEGE’S 
80TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today along 
with my colleague, The Honorable JOSEPH 
CROWLEY, to recognize the 80th anniversary of 
Queens College, an institution of higher edu-
cation in Queens that provides an exemplary 
education to nearly 20,000 students annually. 
Queens College opened its doors on October 
11, 1937, and ushered in the first class of stu-
dents to the first public college in Queens. On 
the first day of classes, Queens College Presi-
dent Paul Klapper remarked, ‘‘We are the pio-
neers of a new institution. We have no history 
to look back to, but we can look forward to 
progress.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that President 
Klapper would be proud to see the remarkable 
progress that Queens College has made. The 
Princeton Review has continuously com-
mended the college for offering a world-class 
education by an illustrious faculty for an af-
fordable price. It is no wonder that it places in 
the top 1 percent of colleges that successfully 
move its students from the bottom-fifth income 
distribution percentile to the top-fifth income 
distribution percentile. In its eighty years, 
160,000 students have become alumni. Some 
have earned Pulitzer Prizes, Emmy Awards, 
becoming CEOs, or achieved scientific break-
throughs. As an alumnus himself, I know that 
Congressman CROWLEY is proud to join me in 
commending Queens College for its steadfast 
commitment in ensuring that students reach 
their potential. 

Queens College has not only cultivated a 
reputation for investing in student success, but 
also for being one of the most diverse col-
leges in the country. Students who are cur-
rently enrolled are from 170 countries and 
speak over 110 languages. Queens College 
offers 69 undergraduate programs in the arts 
and sciences. In its eighty years of operations, 
the college has become a cultural hub for stu-
dents to pursue and achieve academic suc-
cess in Queens. 

I am proud to stand with Congressman 
CROWLEY to commemorate Queens College’s 
80th anniversary. I look forward to seeing 
what the future will bring for this trailblazing 
beacon of higher education. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH 

BIRTHDAY OF THELMA G. GOLD-
STEIN 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Thelma G. Goldstein, a resident 
of Falmouth, Massachusetts, who would have 
turned 100 years young on October 12th. 

Thelma was born in Manhattan. Her family 
persevered through the Great Depression sup-
ported by her father’s ice cream factory. Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s government 
interventions during that period served as an 
inspiration that led her to discovering a pas-
sion for public service. Her other great passion 
was her family and no matter how busy she 
got, she always made time for family and she 
raised four children with her husband, a career 
military doctor. 

Thelma was a devoted Democrat since she 
cast her first ballot in 1940. Her belief in com-
munity engagement followed her through life 
and led her to becoming the co-chairman of 
the Falmouth Democratic Town Committee. 

A local legend in Falmouth, Thelma is re-
membered for her tireless efforts to improve 
the Democratic Party and as a strong advo-
cate for women in politics. In her nineties, she 
was organizing trips to New Hampshire to 
campaign for Hillary Clinton and led local ef-
forts to make phone calls, knock on doors, 
and hold signs. Unfortunately Thelma passed 
away on June 9, 2016. She had attended a 
Democratic Convention just one week earlier. 
Her commitment to public service continues 
with the Thelma Goldstein Award for Civic In-
volvement and with the legacy she left behind 
in our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
Thelma G. Goldstein on this occasion of her 
100th birthday. I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing her many years of dedica-
tion to the community. 

f 

INVASIVE SPECIES IN THE DE-
PARTMENT OF INTERIOR, ENVI-
RONMENT, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2018 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment, 
Soto number 49 to Division A, the Department 
of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2018, moved $500,000 
from the United States Fish and Wildlife gen-
eral administration account to the National 
Wildlife Refuge System program, specifically 
for the Wildlife and Habitat Management of 
invasive species, 

I support increased funding for the Wildlife 
and Habitat Management efforts to combat 
invasive species and thank Chairman CALVERT 
and my colleagues for their support of my 
amendment. 

IN HONOR OF THE CAPITOLA 
BEGONIA FESTIVAL 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an important milestone in my dis-
trict. The Capitola Begonia Festival has re-
cently completed its 65th and final year. This 
event has provided family friendly fun in the 
beautiful village of Capitola for thousands of 
people in our neighborhood and beyond. It 
has brought hundreds of families together and 
has created many memories that will always 
be remembered. 

The Capitola Begonia Festival has been a 
cherished event in our community since it 
began in 1952. The begonias have been do-
nated by several growers in our community, 
including the Antonelli, Vetterle, and Reinelt 
families. The Golden State Bulb Growers pro-
vided additional support that helped keep the 
tradition alive for 65 years. The begonias pro-
vided by all of these growers have been a part 
of one of the most prized events of the week-
end, the Nautical Parade of begonia adorned 
floats. Each year, volunteers head down to the 
city of Marina in the early morning to collect 
the blooming begonias to adorn the floats. 
While begonias once grew abundantly in 
Capitola by the 1970’s, they were eventually 
only to be found in Marina. 

The Begonia Festival has allowed us to en-
courage imagination in our community. We 
have seen a giraffe created out of begonias 
for the 2007 ‘‘Jungle Safari’’ theme and wit-
nessed the sunshine yellow form of 
SpongeBob SquarePants come alive for the 
2008 ‘‘It Came From the Sea’’ theme. Whether 
it is creative ideas or creative structures, the 
Begonia Festival has been an incredible outlet 
for art, creativity, and imagination here in our 
community. 

Along with the Nautical Parade, there have 
been many other activities created to help cel-
ebrate this special weekend. Among these, 
some favorites stand out, including the Horse-
shoe Contest, Fishing Derby, and the Sand 
Sculpture Contest, where art is created from 
one of the finest mediums found on the Cen-
tral Coast of California. All of these events are 
open to the community and beyond, making 
Capitola a warm and welcoming environment. 
These cherished events will be remembered 
fondly for creating a family friendly and histor-
ical tradition for Labor Day weekend in our 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize 
this treasured community tradition that has 
brought together countless participants, volun-
teers, and sponsors. I thank all of those who 
have given their time and resources to make 
the Capitola Begonia Festival a gem of our 
community; one that will be truly missed. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 80TH BIRTHDAY 
OF JUANITA VARNADO PIERCE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
80th birthday of Juanita Varnado Pierce. 

Juanita was born to the late Howard and 
Maggie Lee Varnado and grew up in 
McComb, Mississippi. She graduated from 
Tuskegee Institute, now Tuskegee University, 
in 1974 with a B.S. in Early Childhood Edu-
cation and from Auburn University with a Mas-
ter’s in Early Childhood Education in August of 
1975. 

Juanita was married to the late Booker T. 
Pierce, Sr. and was blessed with three chil-
dren: Booker T. Pierce, Jr. (Nashville, Ten-
nessee), Vincent B. Pierce (St. Louis, Mis-
souri) and Lisa P. Grant (Alexandria, Virginia). 
They have two grandsons, Dominque Pierce 
(Pompano Beach, Florida) and Nicholas B. 
Grant, who is a third year Mechanical Engi-
neering Student at Georgia Tech. 

Juanita started teaching 2nd grade at Dean 
Road Elementary School in Auburn in August 
of 1975 and continued teaching 2nd grade for 
17 years. After completing her Administration 
Certification from the University of Alabama, 
she was hired as the Assistant Principal at 
Dean Road Elementary in Fall of 1992 and 
became Principal in Fall of 1996. She retired 
as Principal of Dean Road Elementary School 
in the Fall of 1998. 

After joining Washington Chapel A.M.E. 
Church in 1960, she started teaching the pre- 
school Sunday School class and remained the 
teacher for nearly 50 years. She still serves in 
the Cathedral Choir, as a member of the 
Stewardess Board and is active in Sunday 
School. 

In Summer of 2005, Juanita founded the 
S.M.A.R.T. (Science, Math, Art, Reading and 
Technology) Camp. Funded by grants and do-
nations, this free two-week camp was started 
at Washington Chapel A.M.E. Church with ap-
proximately 40 students. Today, it is held at 
George Washington Carver Elementary 
School due to size and nearly 100 applica-
tions. 

A surprise Ladies’ Luncheon will be held 
with women who have blessed her life over 
the years on October 21st at O’Charley’s in 
Opelika, Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing Jua-
nita Varnado Pierce a very happy 80th birth-
day. 

f 

PATTI CANCHOLA TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Patti Canchola, a well-respected veteri-
narian at Pueblo Animal Services. Patti was 
voted the 2017 American Humane Hero Vet-
erinarian, which is a national honor bestowed 
upon an individual who improves the lives of 
animals and their owners in unheralded ways. 

Patti performs 3,500 to 4,500 spay and neu-
ter procedures a year, as well as 200 other 
surgeries. She voluntarily takes veterinary 
forensics courses that train her on identifying 
abused, neglected, and mistreated animals 
that are a part of criminal investigations. When 
off the clock, Patti operates Amazin’ Amos Pet 
Food Pantry, a nonprofit food bank, as well as 
St. Martin’s Well Pet Clinic, an independent 
low-cost health center. Both of these organiza-
tions help pet owners with low socio-economic 
status provide their animals with the care and 
food they need. 
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As a child in Pueblo, Patti would bring home 

wounded cats, dogs, squirrels, and birds in 
need of assistance. Her love of animals has 
continued throughout her entire life. We are 
truly fortunate to have such an upstanding and 
dedicated member of our community and on 
behalf of the Third District I would like to thank 
Patti for her generous service to the commu-
nity. 

f 

NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM 
AND COASTAL WATERWAYS IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2018 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment, 
Soto number 48 to Division A, the Department 
of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2018, put the House on 
record of supporting a final funding amount of 
$27,191,000 for the National Estuary Program 
and Coastal Waterways. It does so by remov-
ing and then reapplying $468,000 within the 

$2.3 billion appropriation for the Environmental 
Programs and Management account within the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

I support increased funding for the National 
Estuary Program and Coastal Waterways and 
thank Chairman CALVERT and my colleagues 
for their support of my amendment. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the Congressional Record on 
Monday and Wednesday of each week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, Oc-
tober 12, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

OCTOBER 17 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine the cost of 

prescription drugs, focusing on how the 
drug delivery system affects what pa-
tients pay. 

SD–430 

OCTOBER 18 

10 a.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Department of Justice. 

SH–216 

OCTOBER 25 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on SeaPower 

To receive a closed briefing on the major 
threats facing naval forces and the 
Navy’s current and planned capabili-
ties to meet those threats. 

SVC–217 
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