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economics correct by virtually
everybody’s economic principles, and
take the revenue that is collected from
that price on carbon and return it all
to the American people. It is a border-
adjustable, revenue-neutral carbon fee.
Former Republican Treasury Secre-
taries Baker, Schultz, and Paulson, and
former Republican EPA Administra-
tors Ruckelshaus, Thomas, Reilly, and
Whitman and leading Republican con-
servative economists and former Re-
publican Presidential advisers Arthur
Laffer, Gregory Mankiw, and Douglas
Holtz-Eakin, among many, many oth-
ers, support a revenue-neutral, border-
adjustable carbon fee. It is the market
approach of properly pricing this pollu-
tion to eliminate that negative exter-
nality and to put the cost into the
price of the product in the way that
Economics 101 suggests it should be to
avoid giving this industry this massive
subsidy. That is where the Republicans
who thought this through want us to
be.

On my side, our answer is yes, but
here in Congress, are we there yet? We
just will not do it. We just will not do
it because the shadow of the fossil fuel
industry’s millions of dollars in decep-
tion and political muscle power falls
too darkly on this supposedly august
institution.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the
following nomination: Executive Cal-
endar No. 164.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Henry Kerner,
of California, to be Special Counsel, Of-
fice of Special Counsel, for the term of
five years.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate vote on the
nomination with no intervening action
or debate; that if confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nomination be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Is there any further debate?

Hearing none, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Kerner nomination?

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The nomination was confirmed.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
was unavailable for rollcall vote No.
217, on the nomination of Callista
Gingrich to be Ambassador to the Holy
See. Had I been present, I would have
voted yea.®

———

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA, Oct. 12, 2017.
Hon. BoB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
17-26, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Kuwait for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $342.6 million.
After this letter is delivered to your office,
we plan to issue a news release to notify the
public of this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director.
Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-26
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended
(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Kuwait.

October 16, 2017

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $0.0 million.

Other $342.6 million.

Total $342.6 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None.

Non-MDE: Non-MDE items and services for
three years (with option for two additional
years) of follow-on support of two (2) C-17
aircraft includes participation in the
Globemaster III Integrated Sustainment
Program (GISP), contract logistic support,
Class I modifications and kits support, in-
country contractor support, alternate mis-
sion equipment, major modification and ret-
rofit, software support, aircraft maintenance
and technical support, support equipment,
personnel training and training equipment,
additional spare and repair parts, technical
orders and publications, airworthiness cer-
tification support, engine spares, engine
maintenance and logistics support, inspec-
tions support, on-site COMSEC support,
Quality Assurance and other U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, logistics
and program support. Required upgrades will
include fixed installation satellite antenna,
Mode 5, plus installation and sustainment,
Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broad-
cast Out, and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (X7-D—
QAH).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: KU-D—
SAA.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
October 12, 2017.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Kuwait—Continuation of C-17 Logistics
Support Services and Equipment

The Government of Kuwait has requested
three years (with option for two additional
years) of follow-on support of two (2) C-17
aircraft, which includes participation in the
Globemaster III Integrated Sustainment
Program (GISP), contract logistic support,
Class I modifications and kits support, in-
country contractor support, alternate mis-
sion equipment, major modification and ret-
rofit, software support, aircraft maintenance
and technical support, support equipment,
personnel training and training equipment,
additional spare and repair parts, technical
orders and publications, airworthiness cer-
tification support, engine spares, engine
maintenance and logistics support, inspec-
tions support, on-site COMSEC support,
Quality Assurance and other U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, logistics,
and program support. Required upgrades will
include fixed installation satellite antenna,
Mode 5, plus installation and sustainment,
Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broad-
cast Out, and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. The estimated
cost is $342.6 million.

This proposed sale will contribute to the
foreign policy and national security of the
United States by helping to improve the se-
curity of a friendly country. Kuwait plays a
large role in U.S. efforts to advance stability
in the Middle East, providing basing, access,
and transit for U.S. forces in the region.

This proposed sale is required to maintain
the operational readiness of the Kuwaiti Air
Force C-17 aircraft. Kuwait’s current FMS
contract supporting its C-17’s will expire in
September of 2017. Kuwait will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing this support.
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