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Texas is months away from seeing the
worse effects of the flood event.

A record 51.88 inches fall in the Houston
area during Hurricane Harvey’s torrential rains
before the rain gauge broke that was used to
measure precipitation, although the storm pun-
ished the upper Texas Coast with several
more days of rain.

According to the National Weather Service
this was the largest recorded storm in the con-
tinental U.S. history.

It is not an exaggeration to say that Hurri-
cane Harvey was an historic catastrophic
event.

Hurricane Harvey dropped 21 trillion gallons
of rainfall on Texas and Louisiana, most of it
on the Houston Metropolis.

This amount of rainfall could fill more than
24 thousand Astrodomes or supply the water
for the raging Niagara Falls for 15 days.

Hurricane Harvey caused damage to more
than 134 thousand homes of which 99 thou-
sand are in Harris County.

The total number of homes with major dam-
age or were destroyed was about 28 thou-
sand, of which 16 thousand are in Harris
County.

And today, nearly four weeks later, thou-
sands of Texans are still without permanent
and stable housing situations.

| thank Chairman FRELINGHUYSEN and Rank-
ing Member LOWEY, and Speaker RYAN and
Democratic Leader PELOSI, for bringing this
supplemental funding bill to the floor in a time-
ly manner because it lets the people of Flor-
ida, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands
know that the American people, acting through
the Congress, stand in solidarity with them in
their moment of heartbreak and anguish.

Mr. Speaker, 21 days ago, on September
20, 2017, Hurricane Maria made landfall in
Puerto Rico, along the southeastern coast,
near the small town of Yabucoa.

The devastation wrought on that beautiful
Caribbean oasis and its 3.5 million inhabitants,
our fellow citizens of the United States, is un-
imaginable, except perhaps to those of us who
have lived through and survived similar natural
disasters, like Hurricanes Harvey and Katrina.

At least 48 people have died as a result of
the storm as rescue and recovery operations
proceed, and no electricity to combat the sti-
fling heat, this number is likely to rise, espe-
cially with so many elderly, sick, and very
young persons at risk.

As we speak, more than half of Puerto
Rico’s population (55 percent) is still without
potable drinking water and 85 percent of Puer-
to Rico’s 1.57 million electricity customers are
without power, the majority of which can be
expected to remain in this state for as many
as 10 months since Hurricane Maria knocked
out nearly all of Puerto Rico’s 2,400 miles of
transmission lines.

Hurricane Maria destroyed 80 percent of
Puerto Rico’s agricultural industry, including
banana, plantain and coffee crops, which
translates into lost income of approximately
$780 million.

And yesterday, the Governor of Puerto Rico
announced that four persons had died from
leptospirosis, a disease spread by animals’
urine, which they contracted by drinking from
contaminated rivers and streams.

On August 30, 2017, Hurricane Irma struck,
inflicting horrific damage on the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands of St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St. John,
the Caribbean nations of Barbuda, St.
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Maarten, Cuba, and Anguilla, before making
landfall in the Florida Keys.

In Florida alone, 6.4 million people were told
to evacuate to safety, leading to days of
jammed highways and frantic searches for
gasoline amid one of the nation’s largest ever-
emergency evacuations.

At least 124 persons are known to have lost
their lives in Hurricane Irma and more than
200,000 Floridians took refuge in shelters.

Nearly 7.2 million homes and businesses
were without power in the southeast part of
the United States, 6.5 million of which were in
Florida.

Mr. Speaker, we do not yet know the full ex-
tent of the damage and devastation suffered
by our fellows Americans in Florida, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico in the wake of
Hurricanes Irma and Maria.

But what we do know is that the costs of re-
covery and reconstruction will be extensive,
best estimates place the cost in the range of
$50-$100 billion.

That is why | strongly support the legislation
pending before us appropriating an additional
$18.7 bilion for the FEMA-Disaster Relief
Fund as the initial response of the Congress
to the damage caused by Hurricanes Irma and
Maria.

But | must emphasize that what we are con-
sidering here is the initial response because
much more funding will be needed because
my state of Texas and Houston, my home city
and the nation’s fourth largest city, remains
devastated by Hurricane Harvey.

I will be working closely with House and
committee leadership to secure the substantial
funding necessary to meet the needs of my
constituents in the area of housing, community
development, transportation, infrastructure,
and water resource management that must be
addressed in the next and subsequent supple-
mental appropriations measures to come be-
fore the House.

These are and remain the highest priorities
for my Texas colleagues and me and we will
not waver in this pursuit, nor falter or fail in
our advocacy.

But while that works goes on, we must
today rally to the aid of our fellow citizens in
Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico,
and California who are facing and striving to
overcome the difficulties visited upon them by
Mother Nature.

They were, and will be, there when Texas
asked for help and are entitled to expect the
same treatment in return.

It is the right thing—the American thing—to
do.

| ask all Members to join me in voting to
pass this House Amendment to Senate
Amendment to H.R. 2266, Additional Supple-
mental Appropriations for Disaster Relief Re-
quirements Act for Fiscal Year 2017 and to
commit to providing our fellow Americans in
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Florida,
and California the help and support they need
to restore their communities to their previous
greatness.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
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tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Oc-
tober 17, 2017 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
OCTOBER 18

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Patrick Pizzella, of Virginia,
to be Deputy Secretary, Cheryl Marie
Stanton, of South Carolina, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Wage and Hour Divi-
sion, and David G. Zatezalo, of West
Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary for
Mine Safety and Health, all of the De-
partment of Labor, Janet Dhillon, of
Pennsylvania, and Daniel M. Gade, of
North Dakota, both to be a Member of
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, Carlos G. Muniz, of Flor-
ida, to be General Counsel, Department
of Education, Peter B. Robb, of
Vermont, to be General Counsel of the
National Labor Relations Board, and
Gerald W. Fauth, of Virginia, Kyle
Fortson, of the District of Columbia,
and Linda A. Puchala, of Maryland,
each to be a Member of the National
Mediation Board.

SD-430
10 a.m.
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Michael Dourson, of Ohio, to
be Assistant Administrator for Toxic
Substances, and William L. Wehrum, of
Delaware, Matthew Z. Leopold, of Flor-
ida, and David Ross, of Wisconsin, each
to be an Assistant Administrator, all of
the Environmental Protection Agency,
Paul Trombino III, of Wisconsin, to be
Administrator of the Federal Highway
Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, and Jeffery Martin Baran, of
Virginia, to be a Member of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.

SD-406
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Jeff Tien Han Pon, of Virginia,
to be Director, and Michael Rigas, of
Massachusetts, to be Deputy Director,
both of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, and Emily Webster Murphy, of
Missouri, to be Administrator of Gen-
eral Services.

SD-342
Committee on the Judiciary

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Department of Justice.

SH-216
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Thomas L. Carter, of South
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Carolina, for the rank of Ambassador
during his tenure of service as Rep-
resentative of the United States of
America on the Council of the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization,
Jennifer Gillian Newstead, of New
York, to be Legal Adviser, and Manisha
Singh, of Florida, to be an Assistant
Secretary (Economic and Business Af-
fairs), all of the Department of State.
SD-419
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Subcommittee on Federal Spending Over-
sight and Emergency Management
To hold hearings to examine Federal sup-
port for research.
SD-342

OCTOBER 19

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the roles
and responsibilities for defending the
Nation from cyber attack; with the
possibility of a closed session in SVC-
217, following the open session.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine how healthy
choices can improve health outcomes
and reduce costs.
SD-430
Committee on the Judiciary
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Stephanos Bibas, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Third Circuit, Allison H.
Eid, of Colorado, to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Tenth Circuit,
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Annemarie Carney Axon, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern
District of Alabama, Michael Lawrence
Brown, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern District of
Georgia, Thomas Alvin Farr, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of North Carolina,
William M. Ray II, to be United States
District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Georgia, Liles Clifton Burke, to
be United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Alabama, Walter
David Counts III, to be United States
District Judge for the Western District
of Texas, Michael Joseph Juneau, to be
United States District Judge for the
Western District of Louisiana, A.
Marvin Quattlebaum, Jr., to be United
States District Judge for the District
of South Carolina, Karen Gren Scholer,
to be United States District Judge for
the Northern District of Texas, Tilman
Eugene Self III, to be United States
District Judge for the Middle District
of Georgia, and John C. Demers, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, Scott C. Blader, to be United
States Attorney for the Western Dis-
trict of Wisconsin, Mark A. Klaassen,
to be United States Attorney for the
District of Wyoming, William C.
Lamar, to be United States Attorney
for the Northern District of Mis-
sissippi, John R. Lausch, Jr., to be
United States Attorney for the North-
ern District of Illinois, and J. Douglas
Overbey, to be United States Attorney
for the Eastern District of Tennessee,
all of the Department of Justice.
SD-226

October 16, 2017

10:30 a.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine modernizing
the Food for Peace program.
SD-419

OCTOBER 25

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on SeaPower

To receive a closed briefing on the major
threats facing naval forces and the
Navy’s current and planned capabili-

ties to meet those threats.
SvVCe-217

2:30 p.m.
Committee on Indian Affairs

To hold hearings to examine S. 1870, to
amend the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
to secure urgent resources vital to In-
dian victims of crime, S. 1953, to amend
the Tribal Law and Order Act of 2010
and the Indian Law Enforcement Re-
form Act to provide for advancements
in public safety services to Indian com-
munities, and S. 1942, to direct the At-
torney General to review, revise, and
develop law enforcement and justice
protocols appropriate to address miss-

ing and murdered Indians.

SD-628
OCTOBER 26
10 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine advanced
cyber technologies that could be used
to help protect electric grids and other
energy infrastructure from cyber-
attacks.

SD-366
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