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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE SCALISE 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Nay on Roll Call No. 575, Nay on 
Roll Call No. 576, Nay on Roll Call No. 577, 
Nay on Roll Call No. 578, and Nay on Roll 
Call No. 579. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE SCALISE 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Yea on Roll Call No. 580 and Yea 
on Roll Call No. 581. 

f 

HONORING GASTON DAY SCHOOL’S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PATRICK T. McHENRY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, the Tenth Dis-
trict of North Carolina is home to many excel-
lent schools that develop and inspire our 
young people to become leaders in their com-
munities. This year marked the 50th anniver-
sary of one of these institutions, Gaston Day 
School. The school was founded by families 
and community leaders in Gaston County who 
were seeking to offer an educational alter-
native to the area’s parents and children. In an 
article from The Gastonia Gazette published in 
1967 the first Head of School, J.B. Davis, lays 
out Gaston Day’s mission when he says, ‘‘We 
are not interested in teaching only the excel-
lent student. We are interested in teaching the 
youngster who can achieve.’’ Gaston Day has 
realized this mission since its very first class. 
In fact, Gaston Day’s current Head Master, 
Richard Rankin, was a student in Gaston 
Day’s very first class. 

Although the school may have moved on 
from its humble beginnings in the former First 
Presbyterian Church building and is now es-
tablished in the Gaston County community, it 
has not forgotten its roots. Over the past fifty 
years Gaston Day School has graduated stu-
dents who have not only become leaders in 
the Gaston County community but in many 
other parts of the world as well. Today, the 
school continues to expand and evolve so it 
can continue to teach its students to succeed 
in our constantly changing world. 

Congratulations to Gaston Day School on 
fifty years of teaching students and developing 
leaders. 

f 

HONORING MARGARET ‘‘PEGGI’’ 
HANRAHAN 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Margaret ‘‘Peggi’’ Hanrahan for her 
years of service to the people of Alabama and 
the United States. 

On October 27, 2017, Peggi will retire from 
her current position as Confidential Assistant 
to Attorney General Jeff Sessions. Prior to this 
role, Peggi served as Executive Assistant to 
Mr. Sessions during his twenty-year career in 
the United States Senate. Peggi oversaw all 
administrative and front office staff and was 
essentially involved in every function of the of-
fice. 

Peggi has a very unique background, in-
cluding a period of time working in the oil and 
gas industry, time as co-owner of a profes-
sional party planning company, and work in a 
law office. These experiences helped shape 
her future role in public service. 

I have had the honor of working with Peggi 
in a professional capacity, and I also came to 
know her personally through my family and 
our work together with a children’s home in 
Mobile, Alabama. Peggi was the Firm Admin-
istrator at Miller, Hamilton, Snider & Odom, 
and I worked closely with her in my role as 
managing partner of the firm. Throughout our 
time together, I always found Peggi to be 
competent, capable, friendly, dedicated, and 
knowledgeable. 

After being elected to the United States 
Senate in 1996, Mr. Jeff Sessions hired Peggi 
to serve on his staff. There is no way to quan-
tify the numerous tasks Peggi has completed, 
the various roles she has held, or the number 
of individuals she assisted during her time on 
Capitol Hill. Whether it was arranging a tour of 
the United States Capitol or giving career ad-
vice to an intern or drafting personal cor-
respondence to an Alabama family, Peggi’s 
impact has been profoundly felt over the last 
twenty years. 

Mr. Speaker, as a sign of Peggi’s impres-
sive skillset and track record, Mr. Sessions 
asked Peggi to continue serving with him once 
he was confirmed to serve as our nation’s 
84th Attorney General. 

Mr. Sessions had this to say about Peggi 
and her years of service: ‘‘Peggi has been at 
the center of everything we have accom-
plished in public service. She loves America 
and its ideals, is smart, decisive, loyal, and a 
total professional. She speaks up for the high 
principles she believes in, and for two dec-
ades has been the key point of contact in our 

office for thousands of Alabamians and Ameri-
cans all over the country. She has provided in-
valuable service to me, the nation, and the so 
many who she trained and mentored. Though 
we will miss her marvelous contributions, we 
wish her all the best as she and Kevin embark 
on this next adventure.’’ 

So, on behalf of Alabama’s First Congres-
sional District and a grateful nation, I want to 
wish Peggi and her husband, Kevin, all the 
best upon her retirement. Alabama and our 
nation are better off today thanks to the serv-
ice, dedication, and leadership of Peggi 
Hanrahan. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS (PFC) 
CHRISTOPHER MCCRAW 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Private First Class 
(PFC) Christopher McCraw, who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our great nation 
on October 14, 2008, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. PFC McCraw was killed by wounds 
sustained when he encountered small arms 
fire while on dismounted patrol in Nasar Wa 
Salam, Baghdad. PFC McCraw was assigned 
to the 1st Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii. 

PFC McCraw, a Columbia, Mississippi na-
tive, joined the Army in February 2006 and 
went to Basic Training at Fort Benning, Geor-
gia where he graduated in June 2006. He de-
ployed to Iraq in December of 2007. According 
to the Associated Press, PFC McCraw is re-
membered by his friends and family for having 
a jovial sense of humor. Wendy Bracey, PFC 
McCraw’s Sunday school teacher described 
him as, ‘‘a charmer, an all-around, happy-go- 
lucky kid.’’ His father, Avon, recalled that their 
last conversation was over the phone, and 
that at the time PFC McCraw was laughing 
and in good spirits. 

PFC McCraw was laid to rest at Foxworth 
Cemetery, located in Marion County. Accord-
ing to the Associated Press, PFC McCraw’s 
uncle, Jerry McCraw, remembers him as, ‘‘al-
ways a happy kid, a bursting-with-energy-type 
kid, I guess what you would call a perfect sol-
dier.’’ 

PFC McCraw was awarded the Purple 
Heart, the Bronze Star, and the Good Conduct 
medal. 

PFC McCraw is survived by his parents, 
Avon McCraw and Cathy McCraw; his uncle, 
Jerry McCraw; his son, Issac; and his fiancée 
Brianna Bell. 

PFC McCraw proudly served our nation to 
protect the freedoms we all enjoy. His service 
will always be remembered. 
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A TRIBUTE TO BONDURANT- 
FARRAR SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the 
Bondurant-Farrar School District for being 
named the 2016 Bondurant Organization of 
the Year at the Bondurant Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Dinner and Awards Ceremony 
on January 20, 2017. 

The Bondurant-Farrar School District has 
been an integral part of the Bondurant Com-
munity for years. While it’s teachers have re-
mained dedicated year after year in educating 
the area’s children and preparing them for the 
future, administrators have worked hard in 
meeting the challenges and surpassing the 
educational needs of a growing population. I 
am immensely proud of the educators and ad-
ministrators in our state that dedicate their 
lives to ensuring the success of our future 
generations. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m honored to represent the 
Bondurant-Farrar School District in the United 
States Congress and commend them for their 
outstanding achievements in their community. 
I ask that my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating the Bondurant-Farrar School District and 
in wishing them all nothing but continued suc-
cess. 

f 

HONORING MOUNT SAINT DOMINIC 
ACADEMY’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mount Saint Dominic Academy 
of Caldwell, New Jersey on the occasion of its 
125th Anniversary. 

Mount Saint Dominic Academy serves the 
surrounding community as an all-girls Catholic 
College Preparatory School dedicated to the 
education of young women from a variety of 
ethnic, religious, and economic backgrounds. 
The institution’s goal of inclusivity aims to both 
inspire and empower students to realize their 
unique gifts and talents in an academic atmos-
phere fostering excellence, respect, and diver-
sity while at the same time reinforcing the 
Christian-centered value of moral integrity. 

The history of Mount Saint Dominic Acad-
emy began in 1892 with the Academy’s found-
ing by the Sisters of Saint Dominic. Although 
the Caldwell Dominican congregation was ini-
tially based in Jersey City, New Jersey, the 
municipality was ravaged by tuberculosis 
throughout the 1880s. With the threat of con-
tracting the disease an everyday concern, 
Mother Mary Catharine Muth sought out a lo-
cation for her ill sisters to recover. This refuge 
was found twenty miles west of Jersey City in 
the Borough of Caldwell. It was here where 
Mother Catharine purchased the Harrison Es-
tate on Roseland Avenue, a plot of land com-
prising of a small home and garden where 
Mother Catharine taught day students and 
boarders, all the while, looking after her ill Sis-
ters. 

Over the next decade as the student body 
increased, so did the necessity for larger quar-
ters. In 1893, the cornerstone was laid for a 
new Motherhouse convent and school in 
Caldwell. In 1903, with the increased demand 
in time devoted toward the education of New 
Jersey’s youth, the sisters decided to re-
nounce their cloistered lifestyle and become 
Third Order Dominicans. 

By the late 1920s history repeated itself as 
the school saw a greater influx of new stu-
dents. This influx led to renewed efforts to ex-
pand. Under Mother Joseph Dunn, the insti-
tute constructed a larger dormitory that came 
to encompass both the school itself as well as 
the residences for those boarding. More im-
provements and renovations were made under 
Sister Germaine in the 1950s to add additional 
classrooms, offices, and a larger library. 

Recently, the academy has continued to im-
prove upon the renovations that took place 
during the twentieth century by continuing to 
add more physical alterations and expansions 
to the campus. Among these expansions has 
been the construction of a new 19,000 square 
foot athletic center to accommodate the 
growth in participation within women’s ath-
letics. Furthermore, under the guidance of Sis-
ter Francis Sullivan, the school transformed its 
former gymnasium into the Doris M. Byrne 
Performing Arts Center which offers Broadway 
quality experiences for both performers and 
patrons. These installments not only serve to 
improve the experiences of students attending 
the Academy, but are also available to benefit 
the greater West Essex community as well. 
Mount Saint Dominic Academy remains today 
one of New Jersey’s foremost educational. in-
stitutions. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in congratulating Mount Saint 
Dominic Academy on its 125th Anniversary. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
regarding missed votes due to a funeral. Had 
I been present for roll call vote number 569, 
H.R. 3551 C-TPAT Reauthorization Act of 
2017, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ Had I been 
present for roll call vote number 570, S. 504 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Business 
Travel Cards Act of 2017, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ Had I been present for roll call vote 
number 571, Approval of the Journal, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ Had I been present for roll 
call vote number 572, Ordering the Previous 
Question on H. Res. 577—The combined rule 
providing for consideration of the bill H.R. 
469—Sunshine for Regulations and Regu-
latory Decrees and Settlements Act of 2017 
and of the bill H.R. 732—Stop Settlement 
Slush Funds Act of 2017, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ Had I been present for roll call vote 
number 573, Adoption of H. Res. 577—The 
combined rule providing for consideration of 
the bill H.R. 469—Sunshine for Regulations 
and Regulatory Decrees and Settlements Act 
of 2017 and of the bill H.R. 732—Stop Settle-
ment Slush Funds Act of 2017, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ Had I been present for roll call 
vote number 574, H.R. 2142 INTERDICT Act, 

as amended, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ Had 
I been present for roll call vote number 575, 
Cohen (D–TN) Amendment No. 2—Exempts 
settlement agreements based on race, reli-
gion, national origin, or any other protected 
category, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I 
been present for roll call vote number 576, 
Johnson (D–GA) Amendment No. 3—Exempts 
settlement agreements that direct funds to re-
mediate the indirect harms caused by the ma-
nipulation of emissions standards in auto-
mobiles, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I been 
present for roll call vote number 577, Jackson 
Lee (D–TX)—Amendment No.4—Exempts set-
tlement agreements that pertain to providing 
restitution to a State, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ Had I been present for roll call vote 
number 578, Cicilline (D–RI)—Amendment No. 
5—Exempts settlements that resolve predatory 
or fraudulent conduct involving residential 
mortgage-backed securities, I would have 
voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I been present for roll call 
vote number 579, Conyers (D–MI)—Amend-
ment No. 6—Exempts settlement agreements 
that direct funds to remedy indirect harm re-
sulting from lead in drinking water, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I been present for roll 
call vote number 580, Passage of H.R. 732— 
Stop Settlement Slush Funds Act of 2017, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ Had I been present 
for roll call vote number 581, Passage H.R. 
3898 Otto Warmbier North Korea Nuclear 
Sanctions Act, as amended, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ELDORA GOWING 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Eldora 
Gowing of Shenandoah, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of her 100th birthday. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Eldora’s life. Since her birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Eldora lived through 
eighteen United States presidents and twenty- 
two governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the pop-
ulation of the United States has more than tri-
pled. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent 
Eldora in the United States Congress and I’m 
proud to recognize her today on this momen-
tous occasion. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating her on reaching this mile-
stone and in wishing her nothing but the best. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF VAN 
MICHAEL 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
on October 11, a great Tennessean and very 
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patriotic American, Van Michael, passed away 
at the age of 82. 

Van was a longtime friend and supporter of 
both me and my late father. 

He was a lawyer, successful businessman, 
and served as City Judge for Sweetwater, 
Tennessee. 

He also enjoyed his work in Washington as 
the lobbyist for the National Christmas Tree 
Growers Association. 

Van was the primary developer of a popular 
Tennessee tourist attraction called the Lost 
Sea, an amazing body of water in an under-
ground cavern in Monroe County. 

I still remember riding in a boat with my dad 
at the Grand Opening of the Lost Sea. 

He also was a leader in bringing about 
Cherohala Skyway, one of the Nation’s most 
beautiful scenic highways. 

Van was a very well-informed conservative 
with strong views on the great issues of the 
day. 

As Sweetwater Mayor Doyle Lowe said, 
‘‘Sweetwater and the County will miss him. He 
was a large part of the community.’’ 

Van Michael touched thousands of lives in 
good and positive ways. This Country is a bet-
ter place because of the life he led. 

I would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing article about Van Michael from the 
Monroe County newspaper The Advocate & 
Democrat. 
[From the Advocate and Democrat, Oct. 15, 

2017] 
LOST SEA DEVELOPER VAN MICHAEL DIES AT 

82 
(By Michael Thomas) 

A man who helped bring The Lost Sea to 
prominence among many other life accom-
plishments died Oct. 11 at the age of 82. 

Van Reeves Michael was known for a lot of 
things throughout his long life, but it was 
his part in the development of the former 
Craighead Caverns into the Lost Sea that 
will mark his legacy. 

‘‘I can’t think of anyone that knows more 
about The Lost Sea than him,’’ said Lisa 
McClung, director of The Lost Sea. ‘‘I used 
to get him to come out and talk to the new 
tour guides and share some of the history of 
it with them so they would know it first-
hand. He was a wonderful person. He stopped 
by to see us frequently and tell us stories 
about The Lost Sea. I can’t believe he’s gone. 
We will definitely miss him.’’ 

McClung said she did not know anyone who 
loved The Lost Sea more than Van Michael. 

‘‘He was passionate about it becoming an 
attraction and he worked relentlessly in the 
early 60s to get it open,’’ she said. ‘‘He kept 
on and on until he was able to see it become 
reality. He said he would stand on Main 
Street and count the car tags of people who 
were coming through going to Chattanooga 
or Knoxville and he knew if it were open to 
the public, they would stop and see it.’’ 

In a story commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of The Lost Sea, Michael said, ‘‘It 
was called the ‘Lake Room’ until 1965. Peo-
ple had come and gone in the cavern before 
that, but only a few had actually seen the 
big room with the cave. Nobody in Sweet-
water believed it existed.’’ 

According to family members, Michael was 
also instrumental in helping bring the 
Cherohala Skyway into existence, something 
his father, W.E. Michael, helped start. 

Michael was also well known in the City of 
Sweetwater, where his law office was known 
as the ‘‘Michael and Michael building.’’ 

‘‘Everybody knew that building on Oak 
Street,’’ Sweetwater Mayor Doyle Lowe said. 
‘‘I hated to hear that Van had died. He was 

quite a character. He always had a joke 
ready and a lot of times, he would make your 
day. We were friends for more than 40 years 
and he was always encouraging, always 
thinking of ways to make things better.’’ 

‘‘Sweetwater, and the county, will miss 
him,’’ Lowe added. ‘‘He was a large part of 
the community.’’ 

Michael was preceded in death by his par-
ents, W.E. Michael and Claudia Francis Mi-
chael, and son Richard Michael. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 57 years, Margaret (Peg) 
Bowland Michael, his daughter and son-in- 
law, Teresa Michael Glasgow and Steven 
Glasgow of Franklin, and his grandchildren, 
Carson and Campbell Glasgow. 

He was a 1952 graduate of Tennessee Mili-
tary Institute. He went on to receive his 
bachelor and law degrees from Cumberland 
University and practiced law in Sweetwater 
for 57 years at Michael and Michael Attys. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FALLEN 
MISSISSIPPI ARMY SERGEANT 
(SGT) ERIC C. NEWMAN 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Mississippi 
Army Sergeant (SGT) Eric C. Newman, who 
gave his life while in service to our nation on 
October 14, 2010, during Operation Enduring 
Freedom. SGT Newman was killed when 
enemy combatants attacked his unit in Akatzai 
Kalay, Afghanistan. SGT Newman was as-
signed to the 1st Squadron, 38th Cavalry 
Regiment, 525th Battlefield Surveillance Bri-
gade, XVIII Airborne Corps, Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. 

SGT Newman, a Waynesboro, Mississippi 
native, graduated from Wayne County High 
School. SGT Newman worked for the 
Waynesboro Police Department several years 
before joining the Army in 2006. 

According to the Associated Press, Waynes-
boro Police Chief James Bunch said, ‘‘SGT 
Newman was an outstanding individual. It 
didn’t surprise me at all that he would sacrifice 
himself for his country.’’ 

SGT Newman’s funeral was held at Free-
man Funeral Home in Waynesboro. He was 
buried at Hebron Cemetery, located in Wayne 
County, Mississippi. 

SGT Newman was awarded the Bronze 
Star, the Purple Heart, the Army Commenda-
tion Medal, the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, 
the Iraq Campaign Medal, the National De-
fense Service Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, the 
Overseas Service Ribbon, the NATO Medal, 
the Combat Infantrymans Badge and the 
Parachute Badge. 

SGT Newman is survived by his wife, 
Charidy Newman; mother, Dianne Newman; 
stepdaughter, Larissa Leigh; grandmother, Ro-
wena Loper; grandmother, Jolene Newman; 
uncle, Michael Earl Newman; aunt, Sandra 
Newman; and sister, Kimberly Delbosco. 

SGT Newman proudly served our nation to 
protect the freedoms we all enjoy. His service 
will always be remembered. 

A TRIBUTE TO DAMIAN BELL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Damian 
Bell of Pleasant Hill, Iowa for being honored 
with the Carnegie Medal by the Carnegie Hero 
Fund Commission for the role he played in 
saving the life of Richard Rauzi. 

Richard was snowshoeing and taking photo-
graphs on Lake Ahquabi on February 14, 
2016, when he fell through the ice trying to 
rescue a goose frozen in the slush. Damian, 
his friend Jesse Bannor, and their sons were 
ice fishing in a local shack. Damian’s son, 
Konnor, heard Richard yelling for help, and 
the two men raced to the rescue. Using a 
nearby canoe, Damian made his way over to 
Richard. Unable to pull him aboard, and with 
the canoe threatening to tip over, Damian se-
cured Richard to the boat with a rope, then 
stepped onto the ice and attempted to pull 
Richard from the water before firefighters ar-
rived on scene to help in the efforts. Even 
though he had been in the water for 40 min-
utes on a 15 degree day, Richard survived 
after two days with extreme hypothermia. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Damian Bell for his 
courage and heroic actions in helping to save 
the life of Richard Rauzi. It is humbling to 
know that there are people like Damian who 
are willing to risk their own lives to save the 
life of another. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating Damian on receiving 
this esteemed designation and in wishing him 
nothing but the best. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND LIFE 
OF SGT. FRED CUARESMA YURONG 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today. to 
honor the life and accomplishments of U.S. 
Army Sergeant Fred Cuaresma Yurong. Fol-
lowing the Japanese attacks on Pearl Harbor, 
Fred answered President Roosevelt’s call to 
service and joined the 1st Filipino Infantry 
Regiment. He went on to serve in both New 
Guinea and the Philippines during WWII. Dur-
ing this time, Fred served with distinction, 
reaching the rank of Sergeant and displayed a 
level of commitment to serving others that 
would show throughout the rest of his life. 

Out of the 250,000 Filipino soldiers who 
served during World War II, Sergeant Yurong 
was one of the few to be granted citizenship 
in a mass naturalization ceremony held in 
Camp Beale on March 20, 1943. 

Upon completion of his service, Sergeant 
Yurong married his wife in the Philippines be-
fore relocating back to California and raising a 
family of five children. He continued his serv-
ice to the community through his active in-
volvement in the American Legion and several 
Filipino organizations in Stockton, California. 
His contributions speak to the testament of our 
country’s servicemen and women selfless 
commitment to serve our communities. While 
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he passed away on May 26, 1976, the impact 
of his contributions to this country and to 
those whose lives he touched remains just as 
strong today. His children continue to honor 
his legacy by engaging in community building 
and serving others, values that their father in-
stilled in all of them. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the service and life of a 
man whose commitment to serving others was 
displayed through a life of service to his coun-
try and community. It is both fitting and appro-
priate that we recognize Sergeant Yurong, 
who made sacrifices for the freedoms enjoyed 
by our country, served with distinction, and 
went on to leave a legacy that is carried on by 
his family today as he is honored for his serv-
ice. I join the family of Sergeant Fred 
Cuaresma Yurong and wish them the best as 
we honor his service with the Congressional 
Gold Medal along with the other Filipino Vet-
erans of World War II. 

f 

SUPPORTING MEASURES AGAINST 
IRAN AND HEZBOLLAH (H.R. 1698, 
H. RES. 359, H.R. 3342, & H.R. 3329) 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of four critical pieces of 
legislation that will significantly strengthen our 
efforts to counter the Iranian menace in the 
Middle East. 

Appropriately, these measures follow the 
President’s determination, announced two 
weeks ago, that the suspension of sanctions 
under the Iran nuclear deal no longer serves 
the national security interests of the United 
States. President Trump’s determination sim-
ply acknowledges the reality that has existed 
since day one of the deal—the nuclear deal 
put the United States on a perilous course to 
confronting a nuclear armed Iran. 

By agreeing to submit to a minimal and in-
adequate standard of inspections, Iran earned 
international recognition of its enrichment pro-
gram, reaped billions of dollars in sanctions 
relief, and positioned itself to become a nu-
clear threshold power by the time the deal ex-
pires in less than a decade. In addition to 
these unacceptable concessions, Tehran man-
aged to secure an agreement that ignores its 
massive support for international terrorism and 
its pursuit of nuclear blackmail through an ad-
vanced ballistic missile program. 

Mr. Speaker, the bills we are considering 
today are a first step towards correcting the 
balance in our relationship with the Iranian re-
gime—a balance that must have as its first pri-
ority the national security interests of the 
United States and its regional allies, especially 
Israel. 

My good friend and Chairman, ED ROYCE, 
introduced two of these pieces of legislation 
that will expand and refine sanctions against 
Iran’s ballistic missile program, its trade in 
conventional weapons, and the illicit network 
of financial support for its regional terrorist 
proxy Hezbollah. H.R. 1698, the Iran Ballistic 
Missiles and International Sanctions Enforce-
ment Act, and H.R. 3329, the Hezbollah Inter-
national Financing Prevention Amendments 
Act of 2017, target the money and resources 

that enable Iran and Hezbollah to terrorize the 
State of Israel and other civilian populations 
across the region. Both of these bills rightly 
enjoy large bipartisan support—I am proud to 
join more than 320 of my colleagues in co- 
sponsoring H.R. 1698 and more than 110 
have co-sponsored H.R. 3329. 

Mr. Speaker, I also stand today in support 
of H.R. 3342, the Sanctioning Hezbollah’s Il-
licit Use of Civilians as Defenseless Shields 
Act, introduced by my good friend MIKE GAL-
LAGHER, and H. Res. 359, introduced by my 
friend TED DEUTCH, urging the European 
Union to designate Hezbollah in its entirety as 
a terrorist organization. These bills expose 
Hezbollah for what it is: a merciless organized 
crime organization wrapped in a terrorist orga-
nization, masquerading as a political party. 
H.R. 3342 directs the President to apply pen-
alties, principally visa bans, against individuals 
determined to direct Hezbollah’s use of inno-
cent human lives to protect its cruel mecha-
nisms of murder. Meanwhile, H. Res. 359 
urges the European Union to recognize what 
should be plain as day: there is no merely po-
litical wing to Hezbollah. Rather, the entire or-
ganization is dedicated to expanding Iranian 
influence in the region and threatening Israel’s 
existence by all means possible. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States Congress 
must get these bills to the President’s desk as 
soon as possible. Just this week, Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu addressed the Israeli Knesset 
and underscored the urgent task of denying 
Iran’s attempts to secure strategic footholds in 
Syria and acquire nuclear weapons. Also this 
week, Defense Minister Lieberman told Israeli 
legislators that a volley of rockets fired into the 
Israeli-controlled Golan Heights from Syria 
was ‘‘intentional . . . carried out by a cell op-
erated by Hezbollah.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to note that 
Monday was the 34th anniversary of the hor-
rific 1983 bombing. of the U.S. Marine Corps 
Barracks in Beirut perpetrated by Hezbollah 
with Iranian support that killed 241 Americans. 
Just a few blocks away from here, at the Ma-
rine Corps Barracks in Washington D.C., Vice 
President Pence commemorated this anniver-
sary on Monday, vowing that America will 
never forget those who gave everything in 
service to their country. Our fight against 
Hezbollah began that October day in Beirut 
and we must see it through until the evil of 
Iran and Hezbollah are completely van-
quished. 

I urge my colleagues to pass these critical 
measures to honor the memory of our fallen 
soldiers and our unfinished work against this 
pernicious threat. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MARCELLA 
HAMANN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Marcella 
Hamann of Atlantic, Iowa, on the special occa-
sion of her 100th birthday. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Marcella’s life. Since her birth, 
we have revolutionized air travel and walked 
on the moon. We have invented the television, 

cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Marcella lived through 
eighteen United States presidents and twenty- 
two governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the pop-
ulation of the United States has more than tri-
pled. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent 
Marcella in the United States Congress and 
I’m proud to recognize her today on this mo-
mentous occasion. I ask that my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating her and in wishing 
nothing but continued happiness. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF U.S. 
ARMY SERGEANT (SGT) JACOB 
DAN DONES 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of U.S. Army Sergeant 
(SGT) Jacob Dan Dones who died while de-
fending our great nation on October 20, 2005, 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. SGT Dones 
was killed when his forward operating base 
was attacked by enemy forces using indirect 
fire in Hit, Iraq. SGT Dones was assigned to 
the 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, Fort Irwin, California that was task 
organized under the 155th Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, Tupelo, Mississippi. 

According to the Associated Press, SGT 
Dones was born March 5, 1984, in Dimmitt, 
Texas. SGT Dones enlisted in the U.S. Army 
shortly after his graduation from Dimmitt High 
School in 2002. 

SGT Dones was remembered by many who 
knew him on a memorial website. Elizabeth 
Nunez of San Diego, California wrote a tribute 
in his honor. ‘‘I served with Jacob for a few 
days while I was on election duty in Hit, Iraq. 
He was one of the soldiers providing security 
for the elections and I was one of four female 
Marines there to search female Iraqis who 
came to vote. He was a great guy and kept all 
of us laughing and helped us to not be afraid. 
I still cry when I think about him and what a 
shining light he was to all of us on the election 
team.’’ 

A funeral service was held at the Immacu-
late Conception Catholic Church located in 
SGT Dones’ hometown. Following the service, 
SGT Dones was laid to rest at Castro Memo-
rial Gardens in Dimmitt, Texas. 

SGT Dones is survived by his parents, 
Danny Dones and Rosa Dones; his fiancee, 
Mindy LeAnn Gonzales; his daughter, Alyssa 
Monique Gonzales; his two brothers, Daniel 
Dones and Jason James Dones; his two sis-
ters, Jessica Ramirez and Priscilla Rojas; his 
paternal grandparents, George Dones and 
Maria Estella Layva; and his maternal grand-
mother, Guadalupe Ramirez. 

SGT Dones was the recipient of the fol-
lowing awards: the Bronze Star, the Purple 
Heart, the National Defense Service Medal, 
the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, the Army Service Ribbon and the 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge (CIB). He was 
an Expert Infantry Rifleman (EIR). 
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SGT Dones demonstrated courage and 

bravery protecting the freedoms we all enjoy. 
His service and sacrifice for America will not 
be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR JAMES ‘‘JIM’’ 
OSCOVITCH, TOWNSHIP OF 
BYRAM, NEW JERSEY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mayor James ‘‘JIM’’ Oscovitch 
from the Township of Byram, New Jersey. 

Mayor James ‘‘JIM’’ Oscovitch has given 
over 20 years of service to the Township of 
Byram and its residents as an elected official, 
beginning his first term as a Council member 
in 1997 and then becoming Mayor in 2009. 
During that time, he served on its Planning 
Board and Recreation Committee. Jim has 
also served on the Board of Directors for the 
New Jersey Conference of Mayors, and as a 
member of Legislative Committee on Land 
Use for the New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties. 

Jim is also very active within the community. 
He was a founding Board member of the 
Friends of Waterloo Village; a past Co-Chair-
man of the Andover-Byram Chamber of Com-
merce; and a past Board of Governors mem-
ber and Parliamentarian of the Cranberry Lake 
Community Club. He has also served as a 
coach in the Township’s youth sports pro-
grams and Byram’s Boy Scout Troop 276, 
along with his son Matthew. An outdoors en-
thusiast, Jim can regularly be seen hiking and 
biking local trails, or conducting spin classes 
at a local fitness center. 

Jim has always been a very ‘‘hands-on’’ 
elected official, and in over eight years as 
Mayor, he has worked hard to establish a high 
level of professionalism within the township. 
Jim quickly earned a reputation for maintaining 
respect and decorum during public meetings. 
As ‘‘the face of Byram Township,’’ he has 
earned the respect of our neighboring munici-
palities and Sussex County, working closely 
with them to establish and maintain shared 
services programs. 

Jim Oscovitch is ending his over two dec-
ades of service to Byram on December 31, 
2017. As Byram’s Mayor—and most impor-
tantly, as a friend to Byram residents—Jim 
motivates everyone he works with to do their 
best. I am proud to have someone of his cal-
iber among my constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in congratulating Mayor 
James ‘‘Jim’’ Oscovitch, on the occasion of his 
20 years of extraordinary public service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HON. JULIAN L. 
RIDLEN 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a prominent Hoosier leader. Mr. Julian 
Ridlen passed away on October 10, 2017 sur-
rounded by his loving family. 

Julian was born to Charles Fred and Doris 
Franklin Ridlen in Decatur, Illinois on February 
4, 1940. He graduated from MacArthur High 
School in 1958. On June 1, 1963, Julian was 
married to his wife Susanne Smith in Logans-
port, Indiana. 

He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
history, with minors in political science, chem-
istry, and English from Anderson University. 
He then pursued his J.D. at the George Wash-
ington University Law School in Washington, 
D.C. before becoming a practicing attorney in 
1968. 

Anyone who knew Julian will tell you that he 
held three remarkable qualities: he was a his-
torian, a true statesman, and had a deep love 
for the political process. He was no stranger to 
public service and frequently sought opportuni-
ties to provide leadership in various levels of 
government. He was elected City Court Judge 
in Logansport in 1971 and again in 1975. He 
then served as Indiana State Treasurer for two 
terms from 1979–1987. During this period, Ju-
lian was responsible for the creation of the In-
diana Bond Bank, which has had a significant 
impact on the State of Indiana by helping us 
utilize our outstanding bond ratings and pass-
ing the interest savings onto all of our local 
schools, county and city governments, parks, 
and countless other entities. For the past ten 
years, Julian served as Judge of the Cass Cir-
cuit Court, serving as Senior Judge until his 
retirement in December 2016. In this capacity, 
he spearheaded many local initiatives that will 
benefit our community and the great State of 
Indiana for years to come. 

Julian possessed another quality that can 
be recognized all too well: a servant’s heart. 
Over the years, he was very active in various 
local organizations throughout our community, 
giving back more than we could ever return to 
him. He served in leadership positions as 
President of the Red Cross Board, Chairman 
of the U.S. Bicentennial Committee, Vice 
President of the United Fund, and President of 
the Youth Services Bureau. He was an active 
member of the Kiwanis Club, the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Mental Health Association, 
and the Salvation Army. Julian also served as 
an Elder and taught Sunday school at Calvary 
Presbyterian Church. 

Julian leaves behind his wife, Susanne, to 
carry on his legacy of service to fellow Hoo-
siers. His passing is a great loss for our com-
munity and the State of Indiana. Today, we 
recognize and respect that he led an amazing 
life and impacted more lives than we will ever 
know. Rest in peace Julian, he will never be 
forgotten. 

f 

HONORING JIMMY TERRY, SR. 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, today we 
honor Jimmy Terry, Sr., beloved pastor, de-
voted family man, tireless community leader, 
and passionate proclaimer of the love of 
Jesus. 

Raised by his beloved ‘‘Aunt Lucy’’ in Tus-
caloosa, Alabama, Pastor Terry served in the 
United States Navy on the USS Saratoga and 
in his hometown of Dayton, Ohio before he 
was called to minister to Clarksville-Mont-

gomery County, first as pastor of Mt. Olive 
Missionary Baptist Church, then as founder of 
Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church and 
Christian School. 

Although renowned statewide for his vast 
civic involvement in the NAACP, Legend 
Bank, Chamber of Commerce, United Way, 
hospitals, colleges and associations, it was his 
gift of uniting people through powerful prayer, 
joyous celebration, and the simplicity of the 
words ‘‘I love you’’ that made him such a Ten-
nessee treasure. His servant leadership, con-
tinual encouragement, and fierce defense of 
the Christian faith inspired thousands. His mis-
sion to return Christ to the central meanings of 
Christmas and Easter became The Jesus Sign 
Ministry, extending from Clarksville-Mont-
gomery County to all 95 Tennessee counties 
to communities nationwide. His life’s work was 
his life. 

On June 21, 2017 Pastor Terry left Clarks-
ville on the evening train to Glory. His influ-
ence is far-reaching, his legacy is profound, 
and his impact in our community is immeas-
urable. We rejoice in simply knowing him. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JACK AND MONA 
QUEE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jack and 
Mona Quee, of Afton, Iowa for being selected 
as Union County’s 2017 inductee into the Iowa 
4–H Hall of Fame. 

Over the past 50 years, the Quees have 
been stepping up to help with youth wherever 
help is needed. From organizing food for the 
Saddle Club trail rides, to chaperoning youth 
while camping at the Iowa State Fair, Jack 
and Mona have been providing youth leader-
ship in Union County for generations. It was in 
1970 that they first became involved with 4–H 
as Horse and Riders club leaders and haven’t 
stopped helping out since. 

Mr. Speaker, Jack and Mona’s efforts em-
body the Iowa spirit and I am honored to rep-
resent them, and Iowans like them, in the 
United States Congress. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Jack 
and Mona for this award and wishing them 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

HONORING DR. MICHAEL SNELL 
ON EARNING THE ‘‘SUPER-
INTENDENT OF THE YEAR 
AWARD’’ FROM THE PENNSYL-
VANIA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATORS 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I extend my 
sincere congratulations to Dr. Michael Snell, 
Superintendent of the Central York School 
District, for being named the ‘‘Superintendent 
of the Year’’ by the Pennsylvania Association 
of School Administrators. 
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Dr. Snell earned his bachelor’s degree at 

Kutztown University and his master’s and doc-
toral degrees from Temple University. He 
gained administrative experience in the Hemp-
field and West York Area School Districts be-
fore ultimately being named Superintendent at 
Central York School District. 

Dr. Snell presides over a growing school 
district of more than 5,800 students, and a 
steadfast dedication to providing educational 
opportunities through which students strive to 
achieve their full potential. Dr. Snell is a rec-
ognized leader in our community, serving on 
the boards of the York County Economic Alli-
ance, the Byrnes Health Education Center and 
myriad other organizations. His numerous 
honors and awards are a testament to his 
commitment to students, his personal integrity 
and his tireless work ethic. 

Dr. Snell’s colleagues describe a forward- 
thinking leader who looks ‘‘outside the box’’ for 
solutions rather than settling for obvious ones. 
His peers also describe a true professional 
who dedicates his time to mentoring new su-
perintendents and preparing the next genera-
tion of educational leaders. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I congratulate Dr. Michael 
Snell on being named the ‘‘Superintendent of 
the Year’’ by the Pennsylvania Association of 
School Administrators. I wish him continued 
great success and service in the years to 
come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RACHEL 
ISKOW, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
MUTUAL HOUSING CALIFORNIA 
AND MUTUAL HOUSING MANAGE-
MENT 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today I stand to 
recognize Ms. Rachel Iskow on the occasion 
of her retirement from the position of Execu-
tive Director of Mutual Housing California and 
Mutual Housing Management. I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Rachel and her 
dedication to sustainable housing. 

Since its incorporation in 1988, Mutual 
Housing California has worked to create a lo-
cally-led nonprofit that spurs the revitalization 
of low-income communities by strengthening 
existing neighborhood leaders and houses. As 
Mutual Housing’s Executive Director, Rachel 
has utilized her experience in nonprofit leader-
ship, housing development, and community 
outreach. Under her guidance, Mutual Housing 
has seen the expansion of environmentally- 
friendly developments, inclusive housing for all 
residents, and overall compassionate housing. 
Rachel supports permanent solutions to the 
pressing housing needs of our region’s diverse 
families. Ultimately, Rachel’s work has led to 
positive outcomes for the health and stability 
of families and for Sacramento as a whole. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand and honor 
Ms. Rachel Iskow today and to wish her the 
best of luck in her retirement from Mutual 
Housing. I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
paying tribute to Rachel for her unwavering 
dedication to sustainable housing. 

CONGRATULATING CHIEF STEVEN 
T. EDWARDS ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to offer my 
congratulations to former Prince George’s 
County Fire Department Chief Steven T. 
Edwards as he prepares to retire as Director 
of the Maryland Fire Rescue Institute (MFRI) 
after twenty-four years. I’ve had the pleasure 
of working with him throughout those years, 
including in my capacity as Co-Chair of the 
Congressional Fire Services Caucus. 

Steve is a fifty-year veteran of the fire serv-
ices. He began his career with the Prince 
George’s County Fire Department as a high 
school cadet. Over the years, Steve rose 
through the ranks and became Chief in 1989. 
After a four-year tenure marked by accolades 
for his leadership and citations for the Depart-
ment—including the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs Award for Excellence—he 
stepped down to take on a new challenge 
leading MFRI. A world-renowned training insti-
tution for firefighters and emergency services 
personnel, MFRI prepares more than 38,000 
students each year to enter the fire services. 
Under Steve’s leadership, MFRI set high 
standards that help ensure that trainees are 
ready to face any emergency when they go 
out to serve in fire departments across the 
country. MFRI has been working closely with 
the Congressional Fire Services Caucus for 
more than a quarter-century, conducting train-
ing programs for Congressional staff. Steve 
has been instrumental in preparing these pro-
grams and making them so informative. 

Steve has also contributed his time and tal-
ents to advancing the safety and health of fire 
service personnel at the national level. In 
1997, he was named President of the North 
America Fire Training Directors, a forum for 
exchanging information and best practices 
among state fire training and education pro-
grams. In addition, Steve has served in lead-
ership positions with National Fire Protection, 
the National Board on Fire Service Profes-
sional Certification, and the Congressional Fire 
Services Institute’s National Advisory Com-
mittee. For the latter, he served as Chair from 
2004 to 2006, and we worked closely together 
to ensure that Congress was providing fire de-
partments with all the tools necessary to carry 
out their work safely and effectively. 

I’m proud that Prince George’s County has 
produced such a fine national leader for the 
fire services in our country. Throughout the 
years I’ve known Steve, I’ve seen him give all 
his passion and talents to the work of sup-
porting firefighters and emergency services 
personnel and their families. I hope my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Chief 
Steve Edwards on his retirement, and thank-
ing him for his work on behalf of the fire serv-
ices in Maryland and across this nation. 

TRIBUTE TO CROSSROADS 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Crossroads Christian Church, lo-
cated in my hometown of Corona, California, 
as it celebrates a major milestone in the 
church’s history. On this date in 1892, a small 
group of about ten people joined together to 
worship in a small building in Corona, estab-
lishing the Crossroads Church. Now, 125 
years later, Crossroads Christian Church con-
tinues to be a house of worship in Corona, 
though the church has grown a little larger 
than that original group of ten in 1892. 

In fact, Crossroads has seen tremendous 
growth since its founding. Within its first year, 
the church was already in need of a larger 
space and looking for a new building. The 
growth experienced in those early days of 
Crossroads would become a trend over the 
next 125 years. Crossroads experienced 
moves and the building of larger churches in 
the 1960s under the leadership of Pastor Ted 
Smith, in the early 1980s under the leadership 
of Pastor Tim Coop, and most recently in 
1993 under the leadership of Pastor Barry 
McMurtrie. 

Today, the Crossroads Christian Church 
and the Crossroads Christian School are lo-
cated at a beautiful site, where Kellogg Ave-
nue meets Ontario Avenue in Corona. To-
gether, the church and the school are integral 
parts of the Corona community and touch the 
lives of families far beyond those who attend 
them. Crossroads continues to take an active 
role reaching out to young people throughout 
the region and encouraging them to touch the 
lives of others with simple acts of care and 
kindness. 

Mr. Speaker, over the past 125 years 
Crossroads Christian Church has made an in-
valuable impact in the lives of a countless 
number of members of our community. I join 
with everyone at the church in celebrating this 
remarkable anniversary and I look forward to 
the next 125 years. May God continue to 
bless Crossroads Christian Church and all of 
the people who worship there, and may God 
bless America. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO GLEA MICKELSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Glea 
Mickelson of Atlantic, Iowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of her 100th birthday which was 
on August 11, 2017. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Glea’s life. Since her birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Glea has lived through 
eighteen United States presidents and twenty- 
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two governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the pop-
ulation of the United States has more than tri-
pled. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent 
Glea in the United States Congress and I’m 
proud to recognize her today on this momen-
tous occasion. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating her and in wishing noth-
ing but continued happiness. 

f 

HONORING SOPHIA ANN MYERS 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and remember Sophia Myers, who 
joined our Heavenly Father on October 20, 
2017 after an eight-month battle with a type of 
brain cancer known as Diffuse Intrinsic 
Pontine Glioma (DIPG). 

To all who knew her, Sophia was as strong 
as she was kind. Fondly referred to as ‘‘Bug’’, 
she is remembered as a confident and witty 
little girl with an infectious smile and laugh. 
Sophia was a seven-year-old student at Oak 
Park Elementary in Ocean Springs, Mississippi 
and was admired and loved by those who 
knew her for her vibrant love of life. She en-
joyed the outdoors and was an accomplished 
fisherman, having won two awards at Sea and 
Sail Camp last year. Sophia was a fast runner 
and enjoyed running 1-mile races with her 
dad. She excelled at a variety of sports and 
participated in swimming, soccer, and was a 
member of the Girl Scouts. Her mother de-
scribes her as a talented dancer with her first 
lessons beginning when she was only two- 
years-old. She was a dancer on the competi-
tive dance team Itty Bitty DKG and a student 
dancer at Donna’s Visual and Performing Arts 
Center. Sophia was also known to be a beau-
tiful singer and regularly made up love songs 
for her mom and dad. 

Sophia was a child of the Lord and believed 
in His love and goodness even when faced 
with cancer. Although she was only seven- 
years-old when God called her home, 
Sophia’s life and story have impacted not only 
the Gulf Coast community, but international 
communities as well. Stories of hope, prayer, 
and loss have been expressed to Sophia and 
her family from communities in South Africa, 
the United Kingdom, Australia, Germany, Fin-
land, France, Canada, Brazil, and Sweden to 
name a few. Many people go through life 
wishing to make an impression on the world, 
and Sophia did just that during her short time 
on this Earth. Her goodness and love inspired 
many and will continue to do so long after her 
departure from this world. We offer thanks to 
the many doctors, nurses and medical staff 
who worked tirelessly to fight for Sophia and, 
when time came, made her comfortable during 
her final moments with her friends and family. 

I offer my sincerest condolences to Sophia’s 
parents Angel and Josh Myers, as well as her 
many friends and family who remember her as 
a joy for all who were lucky enough to meet 
her. From my family to yours, we bear this 
grief with you and offer many prayers as well 
as thanks for gifting the world with as beautiful 
a person as Sophia ‘‘Bug’’ Myers. 

RECOGNIZING AMRO FABRICATING 
CORP. ON ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the pivotal role that small busi-
nesses in California’s 38th district are playing 
in transporting humanity to new frontiers in our 
solar system. As a proud member of the 
NASA Caucus, I know that the extraordinary 
feats that the United States has made in 
space exploration and human spaceflight 
would not be possible without the ingenuity of 
small businesses and manufacturers across 
our country. 

I want to recognize one such manufacturer, 
AMRO Fabricating Corp., which is celebrating 
its 40th anniversary next week. In 1977, 
AMRO was established in South El Monte, 
California by Michael K. and Thora A. Riley. 
The company first entered the aerospace in-
dustry in 1979, and in 1986, McDonnell Doug-
las selected AMRO to manufacture Isogrid 
panels for the Titan IV rocket. Over the past 
30 years, AMRO has honed its forming proc-
ess for Isogrid and Orthogrid designs, which 
allow metal structures to be both lightweight 
and durable, and are critical for enabling 
spacecraft and aircraft to fly efficiently and 
safely. 

I am proud of the integral work AMRO is 
contributing to the development of NASA’s 
Space Launch System (SLS) and the Orion 
spacecraft, which will carry U.S. astronauts 
farther than ever before and eventually to 
Mars. Just this August, AMRO delivered win-
dow panels for the Orion spacecraft that astro-
nauts will use on its first manned mission, Ex-
ploration Mission–2, in the early 2020s. AMRO 
is also working on elements for the SLS’s core 
stage, which will carry the Orion spacecraft 
beyond Earth’s orbit. 

From 1977 to 2017, AMRO’s innovation in 
spaceflight and aerospace have allowed it to 
grow from just 6 employees to more than 250, 
as well as to develop training programs for 
high school and university students. The U.S. 
space program has an exciting future ahead of 
it, in no small part due to the dynamism of 
America’s small businesses. Please join me in 
congratulating AMRO on its 40th anniversary. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND LIFE 
OF FILEMON ‘‘MEMOY’’ CABASAL 
DANTES ALINEA 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Filemon ‘‘Memoy’’ Cabasal 
Dantes Alinea, Sr., and the accomplishments 
of this distinguished gentleman. Filemon was 
living in the Philippines and attending Mapua 
Engineering College when WWII broke out. 
Upon the news of the war, Filemon imme-
diately gathered his sisters from their college 
dorms and brought them back to Cabangan, 
Zambales to be reunited with their parents. He 
then enlisted and joined the military, where he 
held a position in the Filipino Army. 

During his service in WWII, Filemon was 
captured by the Japanese, tortured as a pris-
oner of war, and forced to dig his own grave. 
Luckily he was rescued. After the war, he re-
united with his family and waited for his col-
lege to reopen, at which point he returned to 
Mapua Engineering College to finish his un-
dergraduate studies. Upon completion of his 
degree in mechanical engineering, Filemon 
graduated as one of the top students in his 
class and scored among the highest on his 
engineering board exams. This marked the 
beginning of a long and distinguished engi-
neering career. 

Filemon’s engineering career started when 
he was a junior engineer assigned to the 
Caliraya Dam and Hydroelectric Power Plant 
in Caliraya, Laguna. He then became the 
Chief Engineer for Marcelo Fertilizer Plant and 
then Chief Engineer of Union Carbide in Iligan 
City. After this point, brilliant as he was in his 
career, Filemon was recruited by PHINMA, a 
huge conglomerate in the Philippines, where 
he became their Chief Engineer and Project 
Manager. In this position, his leadership and 
building expertise led him to oversee a mul-
titude of expansion and infrastructure projects, 
including the building and construction of a ce-
ment plant and steel plant in Davao, a steel 
plant in Cebu, and a pulp and paper plant in 
Bulacan. 

At this point in Filemon’s career, he was 
brought on to the team at the PHINMA Cor-
porate Headquarters in Makati. During this 
time, Filemon decided that the corporate envi-
ronment of wearing suits and attending board 
meetings was not for him, and decided to go 
work for Roblett, an international engineering 
company. It was at Roblett where he com-
pleted the final project of his career, the Mosul 
Dam in Iraq. 

Upon his retirement, Filemon, petitioned by 
his two daughters who had come for graduate 
school, immigrated to the United States. Dur-
ing retirement, he enjoyed traveling, touring, 
fishing and spending time with his family, 
which included his 6 children and 9 grand-
children. In 1992, Filemon passed away from 
cancer, may he rest in peace. 

He is survived today by his dear wife 
Beatriz, his 5 remaining children, and his 8 re-
maining grandchildren. He is beloved and re-
membered by his family, relatives, and those 
whose lives he touched for his service during 
WWII and many throughout the world from his 
engineering career. He had helped a lot of his 
relatives, friends, and ‘‘kababayan’’ to find 
work wherever he had a project to build. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring a man who made im-
mense sacrifices for his country and his family 
through service during WWII, as well as con-
tributions made during his distinguished career 
as an engineer. It is both fitting and appro-
priate that we recognize a man who endured 
hardships for the betterment of others, served 
his country with distinction, and went on to 
leave a legacy through his family and his life’s 
work as he is honored for his service. I join 
the family of Filemon ‘‘Memoy’’ Cabasal 
Dantes Alinea, Sr. and wish them the best as 
we honor his service with the Congressional 
Gold Medal along with the other Filipino vet-
erans of World War II. 
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A TRIBUTE TO RON LANDPHAIR 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ron 
Landphair, of Mount Ayr, Iowa for being se-
lected as a member of the Mount Ayr Commu-
nity School’s Hall of Fame. 

Ron graduated from Mount Ayr High School 
in 1968. He received an education degree and 
returned to his Alma Mater as an industrial 
arts teacher and assistant wrestling coach in 
1980. Known for his building trades and draft-
ing classes, students were tasked with build-
ing houses, designing commercial buildings 
and school additions, and restoring local land-
marks. 

Mr. Speaker, Ron’s dedication to his com-
munity embodies the Iowa spirit and I am hon-
ored to represent him, and Iowans like him, in 
the United States Congress. I ask that all of 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives join me in congratulating Ron 
for his achievements and in wishing him noth-
ing but continued success. 

f 

HONORING 1ST LT. DONALD 
GILLEN (RET.) 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Donald Gillen’s honorable service 
to our nation during World War II. 

Born April 14, 1927 in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
Donald graduated from Lincoln High School 
and joined the U.S. Army on July 26, 1945. 
Faithfully serving our country at Camp 
O’Donnell, Philippines from November 1946 
until June 1947, Donald was a part of the 12th 
Philippine Scout Division before becoming a 
company commander in the 57th Infantry 
Regiment in Manila. 

Becoming a reservist and member of the 
National Guard, Donald returned home to Lin-
coln to graduate with a Bachelors Degree in 
Journalism from the University of Nebraska. 
He began a new career with the York News- 
Times in 1969 and eventually became the 
publisher of the newspaper, retiring in 1988. 
Husband to his college sweetheart Marilyn 
Gillen, father to one, and grandfather to four, 
Donald is known as a family man—moving to 
Belleville, Illinois to be closer to his child and 
grandchildren. Today, he is a guest editorial 
staffer for the Belleville News-Democrat and 
writes occasional editorials while supporting 
his wife’s singing in the St. George Episcopal 
Church choir. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the service that Donald dutifully gave to our 
nation during World War II. We are forever 
grateful for his service. 

HONORING DAVID GILL FOR RE-
CEIVING THE 2017 AWARD OF 
HONOR BY WESTERN GROWERS 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I, along with my 
colleague Representative JIMMY PANETTA, rise 
today to congratulate and honor Mr. David 
Gill, who was selected by Western Growers to 
receive the 2017 Award of Honor for his nu-
merous contributions and esteemed leadership 
in the agriculture industry. 

Mr. Gill, a third generation California grower, 
began his agricultural career at age six by 
helping his father and grandfather install pipes 
on their farm. He continued working on his fa-
ther’s ranch while attending California Poly-
technic State University. In 1979, he and his 
brother, Steve, founded Rio Farms in Ventura 
City. Then, in 1983, they formed Gills Onions 
and pioneered the first system to deliver 
peeled, sliced, and diced onions in the food 
processing industry. It is now the largest onion 
processor in the United States. 

David has routinely advocated to Congress 
and the state legislature about the agriculture 
industry’s most significant issues regarding 
labor, water, and regulatory compliance laws. 
Gills Onions has also focused on reducing 
their carbon footprint by developing a system 
that uses the waste from onion processing to 
generate electricity and eliminate disposal 
costs. 

As Gill Onions and Rio Farms continued to 
grow, David played an integral role in some of 
California’s largest fresh vegetable companies, 
including Taylor Farms California Inc., Earth-
bound Farms, and Church Bros. LLC. In 1987, 
David and seven farmers formed Growers Ex-
press, one of the nation’s largest suppliers of 
fresh vegetables. 

In addition to involvement in various busi-
ness operations, David values a strong em-
phasis on community involvement and industry 
organizations. He has generously donated his 
time in leadership roles with Western Growers, 
Hartnell College Ag Steering, Grower Shipper 
Association of Central California, California 
Farm Bureau Federation, and Produce Mar-
keting Association. 

Mr. Speaker, please join us in honoring and 
recognizing our friend for receiving Western 
Growers’ 2017 Award of Honor. David Gill has 
provided innovative technology to the agricul-
tural community and he continues to be a 
leading voice for change in the agriculture in-
dustry. God bless him always. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDA L. LAWRENCE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, on October 12, 2017, I was not able to 
cast my votes during the first vote series due 
to a family emergency. Had I been present, I 
would have voted: YES on Democrat Motion 
to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 2810—National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2018; YES on Motion on Closing Portions of 

the Conference on H.R. 2810—National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018; 
YES on H.R. 2266—Additional Supplemental 
Appropriations for Disaster Relief Require-
ments Act, 2017, as amended; YES on Motion 
to Recommit S. 585—Dr. Chris Kirkpatrick 
Whistleblower Protection Act of 2017; and 
YES on Passage of S. 585—Dr. Chris Kirk-
patrick Whistleblower Protection Act of 2017. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF MS. VIRGENE WEBB 
PETERSON 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to celebrate the life and legacy 
of one of Clinton County’s most distinguished 
citizens, a woman who devoted her life to the 
service of others, Ms. Virgene Webb Peterson. 

Born in 1924, Ms. Peterson spent nearly all 
93 of her years working to improve the lives 
of her Clinton County neighbors by under-
taking one of the most noble of all profes-
sions: teaching children. From the onset of her 
career at Kingman Township School in 1943, 
to her retirement from Denver Place in 1993, 
thousands of students passed through her 
classroom, and each one left motivated by Ms. 
Peterson’s love of learning. 

To attempt to quantify Ms. Peterson’s im-
pact is impossible. She has inspired genera-
tions of engaged citizens with her example of 
kindness, stewardship, and civic participation. 
In addition to being one of the longest-serving 
teachers in the State of Ohio, she volunteered 
her time and talents to countless organizations 
including the Leadership Clinton Youth Col-
laborative, Chester Friends Meeting, the Clin-
ton County Retired Teachers Association, the 
Ohio Retired Teachers Association, the Mt. 
Pleasant Grange, Young Mother’s Club, 
Progress Club, and Turning the Corner. 

Like a pebble dropped in a pond, the ripples 
created by Ms. Peterson’s life and work are 
far-reaching. Her legacy will live on in the 
memories of those who knew her and loved 
her: her son, Jay, and daughter, Bunny, and 
their spouses, Cindy and Ed; her grand-
children, Adam, Maggie, Heath, Amanda, and 
Curt; her greatgrandchildren, Owen, Ava, and 
Aubrie; and the rest of her extended family. 

Clinton County is undeniably a better place 
because of Ms. Virgene Webb Peterson, and 
I am honored to celebrate her life and legacy. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JUDY AND GARY 
NISSEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Judy and 
Gary Nissen of Afton, Iowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of their 50th wedding anniver-
sary. 

Judy and Gary’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
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Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Judy and Gary on this 
momentous occasion and in wishing them 
both nothing but continued success. 

f 

CELEBRATING 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BIRTH OF 
BAHA’U’LLAH 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, October 22nd 
marked the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Baha’u’llah, the founder of the Baha’i Faith. 
There are more than five million Baha’is 
around the world, including in my district in 
South Florida. Over the weekend, they came 
together to celebrate the bicentenary of 
Baha’u’llah’s birth by honoring his life and his 
teachings. 

Like many religious leaders, Baha’u’llah 
taught of the unity of mankind and the need 
for us to work to build better communities and 
a better world. Baha’is believe that Baha’u’llah 
was God’s most recent messenger and that all 
religions should live in harmony. This religious 
tolerance is an important message in a world 
where we too often see religious oppression. 

In fact, Baha’u’llah was born in Tehran but 
was imprisoned and exiled for his teachings. 
Today, Baha’is in Iran are still openly per-
secuted for their faith. Baha’i youth are often 
deprived of access to higher education and 
public jobs, Baha’i-owned business are fre-
quently attacked, and Baha’i cemeteries are 
desecrated and disrespected. Baha’is are 
vilified in state sponsored media and their 
leaders are arbitrarily arrested and cruelly held 
in Iran’s notorious prisons. 

That is why I was proud to introduce H. 
Res. 274 with a bipartisan group of colleagues 
to condemn Iran’s human rights violations, 
particularly its persecution of its Baha’i minor-
ity, and urge sanctions against officials who 
have carried out these abuses. This resolution 
passed unanimously through the House For-
eign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East 
and North Africa, of which I am Ranking Mem-
ber, and I look forward to moving it through 
the full Committee and to the House Floor. 

The bicentenary, though, is about celebra-
tion and shared optimism for the future. I’m 
pleased to join with my colleagues in con-
gratulating Baha’is around the world, and in 
Florida in particular, as they celebrate this fes-
tive and momentous occasion. 

HONORING THE CATALOGUE FOR 
PHILANTHROPY: GREATER 
WASHINGTON 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing the Catalogue for Philanthropy: 
Greater Washington for its contributions to the 
District of Columbia and the region on the oc-
casion of its 15th anniversary. 

The Catalogue for Philanthropy: Greater 
Washington was founded in 2003 by Barbara 
Harman, who recognized the need to identity 
and highlight the best community-based non-
profits in the region. 

It has built the foundation of its success 
based on a rigorous vetting process that is im-
plemented by local experts to ensure excel-
lence in the programming, finances and im-
pact of selected nonprofits. In addition, the or-
ganization raises the visibility and resources of 
these nonprofits, connects them with philan-
thropic dollars that fuel their growth and works 
to create a movement for social good in the 
D.C. region. 

The organization also has a tradition of ad-
vocating for and supporting nonprofits through 
capacity-building programs designed to 
strengthen them in the face of rapid change. 

Since it began, the Catalogue for Philan-
thropy: Greater Washington has demonstrated 
its impact by raising over $40 million for char-
ities in its network, including 200 organizations 
that operate in the District. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing the leaders of 
the Catalogue for Philanthropy: Greater Wash-
ington and their commitment to create a 
stronger, more resilient, more hopeful commu-
nity that is a better place to live for everyone. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDA L. LAWRENCE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, on October 
11, 2017, I was unable to cast my votes dur-
ing the second series due to a family emer-
gency. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: YES on H.R. 452—To designate the fa-
cility of the United States Post Office located 
at 324 West Saint Louis Street in Pacific, Mis-
souri, as the ‘‘Specialist Jeffrey L. White, Jr. 
Post Office’’ (Rep. LUETKEMEYER—Oversight 
and Government Reform); and YES on H.R. 
3243—FITARA Enhancement Act of 2017 
(Rep. CONNOLLY—Oversight and Government 
Reform). 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO LARRY WOHLERS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Larry 

Wohlers of Council Bluffs, Iowa on his retire-
ment after 34 years of service with the Council 
Bluffs Fire Department. 

Larry began his public service career in the 
Council Bluffs Public Works Department be-
fore he joined the local fire department. He 
was hired in September of 1983 as a fire-
fighter. Larry then began moving through the 
ranks as a captain, assistant chief, and was 
ultimately promoted to Fire Marshall in 2008. 
Council Bluffs Fire Chief Justin James said, 
‘‘It’s going to be a huge loss for the depart-
ment. Larry has done a great job.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Larry has made a difference in 
his community by helping and serving others. 
It is with great pride that I recognize him 
today. I ask that my colleagues in the Unites 
States House ofRepresentatives join me in 
congratulating him for his accomplishments 
and in wishing him nothing but continued suc-
cess. 

f 

HONORING THE 120TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPIS-
COPAL CHURCH 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 120th anniversary of St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church in Newport 
News, Virginia. 

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church had hum-
ble beginnings. Originally known as Warwick 
Parish, and then as St. Paul’s Church, its mis-
sion was started in 1897 with the intention of 
providing a religious community for African- 
American Episcopalians. The church was 
started with neither a full-time pastor nor an 
official building, so the congregation ran their 
early services out of the upper floor of the 
Columba Opera House in Newport News. 
Reverend Joseph F. Mitchell became the first 
vicar for St. Paul’s Mission in the fall of 1897 
and spent the next six years of his ministry 
trying to grow the parish and raise enough 
funds to afford to build a chapel for the con-
gregation. 

Under the leadership of Reverend Adolphus 
A. Birch, the church’s sixth rector, the name of 
the mission was officially changed to St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church in 1924. Rev-
erend Birch’s successor, Reverend J.J. Posey, 
oversaw the church’s move into their official 
building on Marshall Avenue at Twenty-Sixth 
Street in Newport News. The congregation still 
meets at this location in a new church building 
that was constructed in 1962 under the leader-
ship of Reverend Lloyd M. Alexander. 

Today, St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church is 
home to a thriving parish life with a variety of 
ministries and programs aimed at bettering the 
congregation as well as the Newport News 
community. The Feeding Program was estab-
lished in 1988 and offers hot meals to hungry 
adults and children every month. The Twelve 
Steps Program meets five days every week to 
extend counseling, support, and mentorship 
for men and women in the area who are strug-
gling with substance abuse. The church also 
sponsors a yearly ‘‘Back to School Drive’’ 
which ensures that local children can begin 
the school year with a backpack and school 
supplies that they might struggle to otherwise 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:58 Oct 26, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A25OC8.032 E25OCPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1432 October 25, 2017 
afford. These programs provide an invaluable 
service to the church and its neighbors. 

St. Augustine’s growth in these past 120 
years has been facilitated through the hard 
work and tireless efforts of seventeen devoted 
rectors—Rev. Joseph F. Mitchell, Rev. Henry 
J. Geiger, Rev. E.H. Hamilton, Rev. Byron E. 
Floyd, Rev. J.T. McDuffie, Rev. Adolphus A. 
Birch, Rev. J.J. Posey, Rev. Julian F. Dozier, 
Rev. Charles S. Sedgwick, Rev. Charles H. 
Dukes, Rev. Theodore R. Gibson, Rev. 
George E. Harper, Rev. Lloyd M. Alexander, 
Rev. Robert C.S. Powell, Rev. R. Scott 
Copeland, Rev. Ralph E. Haines, III, and Rev. 
Terry D. Edwards. 

Mr. Speaker, today the congregation of St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church can feel af-
firmed and celebratory in light of this historic 
milestone. As a longtime member of St. 
Augustine’s, I wish to extend my warmest con-
gratulations to Reverend Terry Davis Edwards 
and the entire St. Augustine’s community. 
With the church’s distinguished history in 
mind, the congregation may truly take this oc-
casion to feel proud about their past, joyful 
about their present, and hopeful for their fu-
ture. I wish St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
120 more years of growth, fellowship, and 
service. 

f 

HONORING THE WASHINGTON 
INFORMER 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing the Washington Informer News-
paper Co. Inc. for its 53 years of service in the 
District of Columbia metropolitan area. 

The Washington Informer Newspaper Co. 
Inc. (Washington Informer), a multimedia orga-
nization, was founded on October 16, 1964, 
by Dr. Calvin Rolark, who was assisted by his 
wife, the late Attorney Wilhelmina Rolark, who 
served on the Council of the District of Colum-
bia for 16 years representing Ward 8 resi-
dents. Both recognized the need to identify 
and highlight the achievements and contribu-
tions of African Americans in the District of 
Columbia metropolitan area. 

The Washington Informer’s award-winning 
newspaper has a tradition of tackling key 
issues that impact the African American com-
munity in the District, including financial lit-
eracy, homeownership and sustainability. 
Since 1994, the paper has been published by 
Denise Rolark Barnes, Dr. Calvin Rolark’s 
daughter. Today, the Washington Informer has 
an average of 50,000 weekly readers and 
more than 7,500 weekly email newsletter sub-
scribers. 

The Washington Informer is a member of 
several associations as well, including the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers Association, 
where Denise Rolark Barnes serves as chair. 
In addition, the organization sponsors an an-
nual spelling bee for District children in grades 
three through eight, and an African American 
Heritage Tour and an annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday Peace Walk and Parade. The 
Washington Informer also provides internship 
opportunities for high school and college stu-
dents interested in pursuing careers in jour-

nalism and media through its charitable orga-
nization, Washington Informer Charities. 

Therefore, I ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing the Washington 
Informer, its founders and its current publisher 
for their 53 years of service to the District of 
Columbia metropolitan area and for continu-
ously upholding the Washington Informer’s 
mission, to educate, empower and inform 
through the production of quality news content 
that focuses on African Americans and par-
ticularly their positive contributions to the com-
munities in which they live and work. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO LAUREN 
BUFFINGTON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Lauren 
Buffington on being awarded the Golden 
Apple Award, which recognizes central Iowa 
teachers who make a difference in the lives of 
their students. 

Lauren teaches middle school science and 
history at Southeast Polk High School. In only 
her fourth year of teaching, she has learned 
how to engage her students in their studies 
through hands on activities to discover and 
learn on their own. She also uses life lessons 
to help prepare them for the difficulties and 
hardships it can bring. Lauren told WHO TV, 
who presented the award to her after she was 
nominated by her students, that she loves 
teaching middle school because ‘‘this is the 
time they are deciding who they are and who 
they want to become.’’ She also finds that she 
learns more about the world everyday through 
her students. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Lauren on this 
outstanding honor, and look forward to many 
more years of her molding students in Iowa’s 
Third Congressional District into tomorrow’s 
leaders. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating her on receiving the Golden 
Apple award and in wishing her nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
No. 585 on agreeing to the Amendment, John-
son of Georgia Amendment No. 3, offered to 
H.R. 469, I am not recorded. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 586 on agree-
ing to the Amendment, McEachin of Virginia 
Amendment No. 4, offered to H.R. 469, I am 
not recorded. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 587 on agree-
ing to the Amendment, Cartwright of Pennsyl-
vania Amendment No. 6, offered to H.R. 469, 
I am not recorded. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 588 on pas-
sage of H.R. 469, I am not recorded. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘Nay.’’ 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, Oc-
tober 26, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

OCTOBER 30 
5 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the Author-

izations for the Use of Military Force, 
focusing on Administration perspec-
tives. 

SD–419 

OCTOBER 31 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To receive a closed briefing on recent 

Navy collisions at sea. 
SVC–217 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Leon A. Westmoreland, of 
Georgia, to be a Director of the Am-
trak Board of Directors, Raymond Mar-
tinez, of New Jersey, to be Adminis-
trator of the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration, Diana 
Furchtgott-Roth, of Maryland, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Transportation, 
and Bruce Landsberg, of South Caro-
lina, to be a Member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 

SR–253 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine new effi-

ciency opportunities provided by ad-
vanced building management and con-
trol systems. 

SD–366 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the 2017 hurricane season, focusing on 
the Federal response. 

SD–342 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, 
Fisheries, and Coast Guard 

To hold hearings to examine exploring 
Native American subsistence rights 
and international treaties. 

SR–253 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine implemen-

tation of the 21st Century Cures Act, 
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focusing on achieving the promise of 
health information technology. 

SD–430 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the 2020 

Census, focusing on cost overruns, in-
formation security, and accuracy. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism 

To hold hearings to examine extremist 
content and Russian disinformation 
online, focusing on working with tech 
to find solutions. 

SD–226 

NOVEMBER 1 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Scott Garrett, of New Jersey, 
to be President, Kimberly A. Reed, of 
West Virginia, to be First Vice Presi-
dent, Mark L. Greenblatt, of Maryland, 
to be Inspector General, and Spencer 
Bachus III, of Alabama, Judith 
Delzoppo Pryor, of Ohio, and Claudia 
Slacik, of New York, each to be a Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors, all of the 
Export-Import Bank. 

SD–538 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of James Bridenstine, of Okla-
homa, to be Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, Dana Baiocco, of Ohio, to be a 
Commissioner of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission, and Nazakhtar 
Nikakhtar, of Maryland, and Neil Ja-
cobs, of North Carolina, both to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce. 

SR–253 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Irwin Steven Goldstein, of New 
York, to be Under Secretary for Public 
Diplomacy, Rebecca Eliza Gonzales, of 
Texas, to be Ambassador to the King-
dom of Lesotho, Lisa A. Johnson, of 
Washington, to be Ambassador to the 
Republic of Namibia, James Randolph 
Evans, of Georgia, to be Ambassador to 
Luxembourg, and Sean P. Lawler, of 
Maryland, to be Chief of Protocol, and 
to have the rank of Ambassador during 
his tenure of service, all of the Depart-
ment of State. 

SD–419 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Leonard Steven Grasz, of Ne-
braska, to be United States Circuit 

Judge for the Eighth Circuit, Terry A. 
Doughty, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Lou-
isiana, Terry Fitzgerald Moorer, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Alabama, and 
Mark Saalfield Norris, Sr., to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of Tennessee. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

building tribal economies, focusing on 
modernizing tax policies that work for 
Indian country. 

SD–628 

NOVEMBER 8 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 1400, to 
amend title 18, United States Code, to 
enhance protections of Native Amer-
ican tangible cultural heritage, S. 465, 
to provide for an independent outside 
audit of the Indian Health Service, and 
H.R. 597, to take lands in Sonoma 
County, California, into trust as part of 
the reservation of the Lytton 
Rancheria of California. 

SD–628 
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