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TRIBUTE TO BIRMINGHAM’S 
CELEBRATION OF ALABAMA 200 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the City of Bir-
mingham’s kick-off celebrations for ‘‘Alabama 
200,’’ a three year campaign to commemorate 
the people and places of Alabama in recogni-
tion of its 200 years of statehood. This week 
Birmingham launches its bicentennial theme, 
‘‘I’m Coming Home’’, at the Alabama Theatre 
in downtown historic district. 

Alabama 200 offers the opportunity to look 
back at the state’s unique and diverse history. 
For the City of Birmingham, it’s a chance to 
highlight and remember contributions of the 
wonderful people from the City who have 
helped shape our great state and change this 
nation. 

I believe it is befitting that during the 2017 
Magic City Classic football weekend that we 
pay special tribute to the outstanding contribu-
tions of Birmingham’s musical luminaries. 

A few of Birmingham’s biggest musical gi-
ants, include The Blind Boys of Alabama, Lio-
nel Hampton and the amazing talent of The 
Temptations, comprised of Eddie Kendricks, 
Dennis Edwards, Paul Williams, and Melvin 
Franklin. Between these Birmingham men 
there are a total of eight Grammys, numerous 
White House performances and several Hall of 
Fame inductions. Through the course of their 
careers they became regarded as some of the 
best in their respective genres. 

Perhaps, the best known vocal group from 
Birmingham was The Temptations. Before The 
Temptations became one of Motown’s great-
est singing groups they started out as a trio 
from the Magic City called The Cavaliers. 
They were led by childhood friends Eddie 
Kendrick and Paul Williams who grew up in 
the Birmingham neighborhood of Ensley. 

Today, The Temptations are world re-
nowned and considered ambassadors of soul. 
During their career the group has sold 16 mil-
lion LPs and scored 14 number one R&B sin-
gles, including ‘My Girl’ and ‘Ain’t Too Proud 
to Beg’. They received three Grammys and 
were inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame. 

Members of The Blind Boys of Alabama 
also had deep roots in the City of Birmingham. 
This talented group is a 5-time Grammy 
award-winning gospel group who first sang to-
gether in 1939. In the seven decades since 
the Blind Boys of Alabama first performed, 
America has changed tremendously—wit-
nessing everything from a world war to the 
civil rights movement. But through it all, the 
Blind Boys’ music has not only endured, but 
thrived, helping both to define the sound of the 
American south and to push it forward through 
the 20th century and well on into the 21st cen-
tury. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama first sang to-
gether in the school chorus at the Alabama In-

stitute for the Negro Blind in Talladega, Ala-
bama. The group was originally called the 
‘‘Happyland Jubilee Singers’’ and its founding 
members were Clarence Fountain, Jimmy Car-
ter, George Scott, Velma Bozman Traylor, 
Johnny Fields, Olice Thomas, and the only 
sighted member, J. T. Hutton. 

The Blind Boys first rose to fame in the seg-
regated south, releasing their debut single, ‘‘I 
Can See Everybody’s Mother But Mine,’’ in 
1948. Seventy years later the group continues 
to entertain crowds around the globe. 

Many do not know that great jazz musician 
Lionel Hampton also had his early beginnings 
in Birmingham, Alabama. Shortly after his birth 
in 1908 in Louisville, Kentucky, he and his 
mother moved to her hometown in Bir-
mingham, AL. 

Lionel Hampton was a musical genius who 
mastered so many instruments and roles. He 
was a jazz vibraphonist, pianist, percussionist, 
bandleader and actor. Lionel Hampton’s rich 
mastery of the vibraphone made him one of 
the leading figures of the swing era. He was 
an extremely important figure in American 
music, not only as an entertainer and an im-
provising musician in jazz, but also because 
his band helped usher in rock ’n’ roll. 

He performed on piano and drums and was 
one of the first musicians to play the vibra-
phone in jazz. He also played on 
groundbreaking recordings with Louis Arm-
strong, Benny Carter and Benny Goodman in 
the 1920’s and 30’s. 

The exceptional talent of Lionel Hampton, 
the Blind Boys of Alabama and the Tempta-
tions has made the City of Birmingham proud. 
While these musical giants will be honored 
during Magic City Classic, the contributions of 
other Birmingham notables will also be cele-
brated by the City during the three-year cam-
paign leading up to Alabama’s 200 anniver-
sary of statehood. Future Birmingham hon-
orees will include: Dr. James Andrews, Dr. 
Richard Arrington, Jr., Charles Barkley, Wil-
liam Bell, Sr., Bobby Bowden, Courtney Cox, 
Dr. Larry DeLucas, Fannie Flagg, Dr. 
Herschell Lee Hamilton, Emmylou Harris, Bo 
Jackson, Carl Lewis, Rebecca Luker, Dr. 
Charles McCallum, Patty McDonald, Dr. Mi-
chael Saag, David Sea, Rev. Fred 
Shuttlesworth, Dr. Selwyn Vickers, Dr. Michael 
McCracken and Odessa Woolfolk. Special rec-
ognition to the illustrious Dr. Henry Panion III 
composer and professor of music at University 
of Alabama at Birmingham for his outstanding 
efforts in arranging, directing and performing 
the tributes to Birmingham’s musical giants 
during the Magic City Classic weekend. 

Alabama’s bicentennial celebration offers 
citizens and visitors of all ages the chance to 
share and explore our state’s history as we 
share our colorful past and imagine a more 
progressive future. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recogni-
tion of ‘‘Alabama 200’’—the three-year bicen-
tennial campaign—and the very special role 
the people of Birmingham played in shaping 
this state and our nation. May the State of 
Alabama, the City of Birmingham and their 

rich traditions continue to grow and prosper for 
many more years to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BIG SABLE 
LIGHTHOUSE 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Big 
Sable Lighthouse. For a century and a half, 
the Big Sable Lighthouse has been lighting up 
the eastern shores of Lake Michigan. On No-
vember 1, the people of Ludington will cele-
brate this momentous occasion. 

In July 1866, Congress appropriated funds 
for a new lighthouse to be constructed along 
the shores of Lake Michigan’s Big Sable Point. 
Completed in 1867, the 112 foot yellow brick 
structure was later covered with steel plates to 
withstand the harsh elements of the lakeshore. 

After 100 years of service, the lighthouse 
was finally decommissioned in 1968—where-
upon it fell into disrepair. Without upkeep, Big 
Sable was deemed unsalvageable by the U.S. 
Coast Guard in 1986. Thankfully, a few in-
trepid businessmen positioned sandbags in 
front of the lighthouse and residence, shoring 
up the weathered seawall. These men would 
later found the Sable Points Lighthouse Keep-
ers Association, whose efforts preserve and 
promote the now accessible tower. 

Today, the lighthouse has been completely 
restored and opens daily for visitors to climb. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in celebrating 
the 150 years that Big Sable has been lighting 
the shores of Lake Michigan. I welcome them 
to make the two mile hike to Big Sable Point 
and see what West Michigan has to offer. 

f 

REMEMBERING ELIZABETH CHACE 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember Elizabeth Chace. Lilly, as most 
people knew her, travelled around the world, 
but her heart was never far from her friends 
and family in Rhode Island. 

Lilly is remembered for her cutting wit, her 
love of movies, and her fierce loyalty to those 
she loved. She was a devoted fan of the New 
England Patriots, the Boston Red Sox, and 
her puppy Mona. 

The loss of her distinctive laugh, contagious 
joy and incredible generosity of spirit has 
shaken our entire community. To honor her 
memory, her family is asking that anyone 
thinking of her practice a random act of kind-
ness and sing at the top of your lungs, in your 
car, with the windows down. A moving testa-
ment to a wonderful person. 
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My heart goes out to Lilly’s family, including 

her parents Arnold ‘‘Buff’’ and Johnnie, as well 
as her siblings Sarah, Ben and Nathaniel. On 
behalf of the people of the First Congressional 
District of the State of Rhode Island, I offer my 
most sincere condolences and deepest sym-
pathy in this difficult time. 

f 

COMMENDING THE PEOPLE OF 
DOUGLAS COUNTY AND THE 
DOUGLAS COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to commend the people of Doug-
las County and the Douglas County Board of 
Commissioners for designating October as 
Douglas County Behavioral Health Month. 

Millions of Americans have behavioral 
health challenges. Unfortunately, many go 
without needed behavioral health treatment. 
The goal of Behavioral Health Month is to 
‘‘Stomp the Stigma’’, the negative attitudes 
and behaviors toward individuals with behav-
ioral health challenges. Stigma can lead to 
lack of understanding by friends, family, and 
coworkers. It can also lead to bullying, harass-
ment, or physical violence. As a result, many 
individuals are reluctant to seek behavioral 
health care, isolate themselves, or have feel-
ings of shame and insecurity. 

This October, the Douglas County Board of 
Commissioners is uniting schools, religious or-
ganizations, military and veterans’ organiza-
tions, and healthcare and legal professionals. 
Together, Douglas County is working to in-
crease awareness and understanding of chal-
lenges, reduce stigma and discrimination, and 
promote accessible services for individuals 
with behavioral health challenges. 

Please join me in commending the people 
of Douglas County and the Douglas County 
Board of Commissioners for their efforts to in-
crease awareness about behavioral health 
challenges and ‘‘Stomp the Stigma’’. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PATRICIA 
AND PETER GORES 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Patricia and Peter Gores of Mumford, 
New York. They recently donated a more than 
100-year-old clock which had been a center-
piece in the Gores’ family home for more than 
40 years. The clock was manufactured in New 
York State by the Self-Winding Clock Com-
pany, built with casing made from Quarter 
Sawn Oak, and remains in good working con-
dition to this day. This clock was formerly lo-
cated in Rochester, New York, at the Claude 
Bragdon train station where it served as the 
New York Central Railroad’s Master Clock to 
ensure a consistent time among the clocks 
around the station. The donation of this clock 
will allow it to be proudly displayed in Roch-
ester’s new train station. 

The Claude Bragdon station opened its 
doors in 1914 and was a paragon of design. 
This station was where our community bid 
farewell to local soldiers as they were sent to 
serve our nation. It was a gathering place for 
suffragettes organizing for the right to vote. It 
was also where our community welcomed dig-
nitaries, including Presidents. This clock rep-
resents that era and the importance rail travel 
has played in our nation’s history. 

While the Claude Bragdon station is no 
longer standing, Rochester opened the doors 
to its brand new train station this fall which 
borrows heavily from the design of the old sta-
tion. The new state-of-the-art, ADA compliant 
station will dramatically improve service for the 
more than 130,000 passengers that utilize 
passenger rail in Upstate New York. Whether 
you’re a student traveling to Rochester to at-
tend one of the great colleges or universities 
or an entrepreneur visiting the city for the first 
time, this Master Clock will stand as a re-
minder of Rochester’s proud history. 

On behalf of the Rochester community, I 
want to thank Patricia and Peter Gores for 
their generous donation and commitment to 
returning the Master Clock to its former home. 

f 

HONORING CHASE KELSEN 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Chase Kelsen for his attainment of 
the rank of Eagle Scout in Troop 614 of the 
Boy Scouts of America on the central coast of 
California. 

At the age of just 16, Chase represents a 
personification of our nation and its values. He 
has demonstrated this through his service as 
First Sergeant with the Civil Air Patrol’s 
Squadron 36 and his graduation from Non- 
Commissioned Officers School. These are dif-
ficult tasks and are a testament to Chase’s 
fortitude and leadership capabilities. His sense 
of duty also goes beyond our nation’s borders. 
He has spent considerable time teaching sus-
tainable farming techniques and building or-
phanages abroad in places such as Mexico 
and Nicaragua. 

Chase’s tireless work and dedication to go 
far beyond what is expected of an Eagle 
Scout Service Project, the task required to be 
awarded the rank of Eagle Scout. His Eagle 
Project included building a crosstie and wash 
station for horses used in hippotherapy at the 
Pediatric Therapy Center in Aptos, California. 
During hippotherapy, the rider uses the move-
ments of a horse as a type of physical ther-
apy. With these new additions, the center will 
be better able to help children with disorders 
such as cerebral palsy develop greater pos-
ture, coordination, and a stronger sense of 
control over their bodies. The crosstie and 
washroom took over eight hundred and sixty- 
five hours to construct and cost over $20,000. 
Chase was able to acquire the cost of the 
project solely through donations, an impres-
sive feat at any age. Facilities like these are 
deeply needed in the central coast of Cali-
fornia and each improvement or addition to 
existing facilities serves to make our commu-
nity that much stronger. Through his efforts, 
Chase has produced a positive, tangible im-
pact on the place he calls home. 

It is young women and men like Chase that 
will become leaders in our communities. His 
commitment to serving others and his sense 
of duty to our country and the world is some-
thing that deserves the highest recognition 
and praise. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues in the House join me in congratulating 
Chase Kelsen. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WEEK OF OCTO-
BER 22ND, 2017 AS NATIONAL 
CHEMISTRY WEEK 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of National Chemistry Week. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Chemistry 
Caucus, along with my friend Congressman 
Moolenaar, I am pleased to take this oppor-
tunity to draw attention to the chemical 
sciences. This year marks the 30th anniver-
sary of National Chemistry Week, an initiative 
of the American Chemical Society that high-
lights the contributions that chemistry makes 
to science, education, and the economy. The 
theme of this year’s Chemistry Week is 
‘‘Chemistry Rocks,’’ celebrating geochemistry, 
which is the study of the chemical makeup of 
rocks, gems, and minerals. Geochemists do 
the underlying science that drives our oil, gas, 
and mining industries, and they are active in 
diverse fields such as water quality, public 
health, space science, and materials research. 

I want to recognize the nation’s chemists for 
their service to the country and their critical 
role in the economy. 

f 

HONORING THE SAN BENITO COUN-
TY LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN 
AMERICAN CITIZENS 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the San Benito County League of 
United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) on 
the occasion of its thirty-year anniversary. For 
three decades, San Benito County LULAC has 
worked to advance civil and political rights and 
open economic opportunity to the Latino popu-
lation of San Benito County. Founded in 1987, 
LULAC was the first organization whose pri-
mary objective was the advancement of civil 
and political rights for the Latino community. 
Since its founding, San Benito County’s 
LULAC chapter has regularly mobilized its 
members to defend the rights of Latinos and 
to establish a forum for discussing community 
issues. They have made great progress in 
achieving these goals. 

At the core of LULAC’s mission is the belief 
that education is the foundation for the growth 
and success of the Latino community. San Be-
nito County LULAC sponsors numerous edu-
cational initiatives in support of its mission to 
advance the academic opportunities of the 
Latino community. One such initiative is the 
Young Adult Council. Since its formation in 
1989, San Benito County LULAC’s Young 
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Adult Council has been instrumental in ad-
vancing the achievements of Latino students 
across the county by providing scholarships to 
over 175 students. The Young Adult Council 
works to provide the same support to its stu-
dent members enrolled in universities and 
higher learning institutions throughout the 
state of California. Similarly, San Benito Coun-
ty LULAC’s Young Readers Program works to 
promote reading comprehension skills within 
the Latino community. San Benito County 
LULAC’s dedication to promoting educational 
success and opportunity helps make the 
American dream accessible to all. 

In addition to its educational initiatives, San 
Benito County LULAC also works to encour-
age civic engagement among the Latino com-
munity in the county. One example is their 
voter registration drive, which drives greater 
participation in local races and local politics. 
Encouraging political engagement also helps 
defend Latino voting rights. San Benito County 
LULAC provides the Latino community of San 
Benito County with a valuable platform to dis-
cuss their needs and concerns. 

For three decades, San Benito County 
LULAC has stood as a beacon for a large por-
tion of the Latino community in my district. 
The organization’s 30 years of work have 
been indispensable in making the American 
dream a reality for many people in my district. 
I would like to commend them for setting an 
example of community service in our district 
for 30 years. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues in the House to join me in congratu-
lating the San Benito County League of United 
Latin American Citizens for 30 years of excel-
lence and service. 

f 

REMEMBERING LILLY CHACE 

HON. MARK SANFORD 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of Elizabeth ‘‘Lilly’’ Chace. She was a 
remarkable young woman from Providence, 
Rhode Island who I had the pleasure of know-
ing over the whole of her life. She died on Oc-
tober 12th of this year at the tender age of 28 
and was buried today. I pause not only to re-
member her life, but out of love and respect 
for her parents, Buff and Johnnie Chace. 

I also rise because it’s in these moments 
that we think about life and how we might live 
it more abundantly. How we might make each 
of our lives count. How we might be a bless-
ing to others and make the most of our time 
here on earth. I think that the short life that 
Lilly lived offers insights into each of those 
areas and, for that reason, believe that a mo-
ment of reflection is worthwhile. 

She did two things I want to do more of in 
my life. 

One, she did not idly watch it pass by. She 
lived it. She seized it. I remember years ago, 
upon the death of Malcolm Forbes, the front 
page read that ‘‘while alive, he lived.’’ I think 
that this would be a pretty good description of 
the way that Lilly seized life and the way that 
I’m inspired to do the same with an example 
like hers. In fact, Eleanor Roosevelt said ‘‘the 
purpose of life is to live it, to taste experience 
to the utmost, to reach out eagerly and without 
fear for newer and richer experience.’’ 

Indeed, Lilly walked across the glaciers of 
Patagonia, rode camels through the Moroccan 
deserts, and ventured into the Alaskan wilder-
ness. I had not seen her much since she was 
a child, but by all accounts, she had more 
than an adventurer’s spirit and the merit 
badges to go with it. It has made me think 
about how I might add in living more richly the 
years I have before me. 

Two, she was all heart. I have on more than 
a few occasions tied myself in knots over-ana-
lyzing some situation before me; but again by 
all accounts, this was not her nature. She lis-
tened to that voice that we all have inside and 
ran with it. I think the old saying is ‘‘people 
don’t care about how much you know, until 
they know about how much you care.’’ As hu-
mans, we ultimately respond to the heart in 
each other much more than the technicalities 
of debate talking points. In thinking about her 
death, I have considered more than a few 
times about how I might live with a bit more 
heart and passion the task that’s now before 
me in this chamber. And I think this idea 
would be worth a bit of focus and collective 
soul-searching, given the enormity of the 
issues that face this body. 

I point these things out not only because I 
believe they’re worth our shared examination 
and thought but because I wish so much I 
could be with the Chace family today in Provi-
dence. That’s not possible due to this vote 
we’re taking on the budget, but I rise to honor 
Buff and Johnnie and to say farewell and God-
speed to their daughter Lilly. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DENNY ZANE’S 70TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize a true visionary leader and 
my dear friend, Denny Zane, on the momen-
tous occasion of his 70th birthday. Over his 
career which spans more than four decades, 
Denny has been a tremendously effective and 
tireless advocate for the critical investments 
necessary to meet our region’s infrastructure 
and transportation needs that indispensably 
keep our communities and its residents mov-
ing and thriving. 

Denny has been a true public servant with 
an unwavering commitment to serving others. 
He has served as a city councilmember and 
well-regarded mayor of the City of Santa 
Monica, as the director of the Coalition for 
Clean Air, as a local teacher, and perhaps his 
most profound impact has been made as the 
founder and executive director of Move LA. 

In conjunction with his 70th birthday, this 
year also marks the 10th anniversary of Move 
LA. The organization was founded to provide 
adequate funding sources to develop a clean, 
efficient, and robust transportation system for 
Los Angeles County. The formation and estab-
lishment of Move LA was no easy task, but 
Denny provided the right vision and leadership 
to coalesce a cohort of influential and adept 
stakeholders from the business, labor, envi-
ronmental, and political leadership from 
throughout Los Angeles. There are very few 
individuals in this world that could bring this 
movement together, but Denny did and did so 
successfully. 

Most recently, with extraordinary foresight 
and initiative, Denny led the campaign and 
was instrumental in the passage of Measure 
M, which will generate billions of dollars and 
one day erect the world’s most modern trans-
portation system for Los Angeles. This ‘‘smart 
growth’’ will enhance the city’s global competi-
tiveness, significantly increase the region’s 
economy, and improve air quality and traffic 
congestion as well as promote environmental 
sustainability. 

Additionally, through Denny’s unwavering 
passion and the powerful advocacy of his or-
ganization, Los Angeles’ voters passed local 
measures that will raise $350 million per year 
to fund essential services and resources and 
housing opportunities for the county’s most 
vulnerable and homeless populations. 

Denny’s notable leadership and unfailing 
hard work has strengthened our community as 
a whole, and for that we owe him our ardent 
gratitude. 

For these reasons, it is with great enthu-
siasm that I offer Denny my heartfelt apprecia-
tion for his many years of remarkable service. 
I would also like to express my most sincere 
congratulations on the occasion of his 70th 
birthday. I am so happy to join his family, 
friends, and colleagues in celebrating this 
milestone with him. I wish him many more 
happy years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EMILY 
BUCKMAN’S SERVICE TO KEN-
TUCKY’S SECOND DISTRICT 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give my sincere thanks to Emily Buckman, 
who will be moving on from my office at the 
end of this week to serve at the United States 
Department of Agriculture. What is a loss for 
my office is a major gain for the administra-
tion, and I wish her all the best. 

Emily grew up in Marion County, Kentucky, 
where her parents still operate their family’s 
farm. Emily began her Washington, D.C., ca-
reer during a summer internship with my pred-
ecessor. She came back to D.C. after grad-
uating from Campbellsville University to intern 
for my office. She came on as staff in 2010 
and has been promoted several times. Emily 
has been dedicated to the Second District of 
Kentucky ever since then, and her commit-
ment to serving her fellow Kentuckians will be 
missed. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LORRAINE MERRILL, 
COMMISSIONER OF THE NEW 
HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Lorraine Merrill 
as she retires after a decade of service as 
Commissioner of the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The people of the Granite 
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State owe a tremendous debt to Commis-
sioner Merrill. She has been an excellent 
steward of the Agriculture Department, guiding 
our state through the economic recession of 
2008 and a devastating drought in 2016—two 
of the greatest challenges our agriculture com-
munity has faced. She has been a tireless 
supporter and advocate for farmers, pro-
ducers, and foresters in New Hampshire. 
From dairy and produce to ornamental horti-
culture and maple syrup, ours is an incredibly 
diverse state for agriculture and she has rep-
resented everyone so well. 

Lorraine’s service as commissioner was 
only the latest in a remarkable career of serv-
ice both to agriculture and her community. 
She has been a teacher, author, founding 
member of the New Hampshire Coalition for 
Sustaining Agriculture, director of the New 
England Dairy and Food Council, and chair of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Serv-
ice Agency State Committee. She continues to 
own and run a dairy farm with her family in 
Stratham, New Hampshire, where they have 
been honored by the American Farmland 
Trust for their leadership in conservation and 
environmental management best practices. 

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s Second Congressional District, I thank 
Lorraine for her many years of dedicated serv-
ice to the Granite State. Her achievements will 
continue to benefit our state and agricultural 
industry. I am honored to recognize and con-
gratulate Lorraine on her retirement and wish 
her the best of luck in the years ahead. 

f 

HONORING VALLEY SCREEN ON 
RECEIVING THE INDIANA GOV-
ERNOR’S HALF-CENTURY BUSI-
NESS AWARD 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Valley Screen of Mishawaka 
on receiving the Indiana Governor’s Half-Cen-
tury Business Award. 

The Half-Century Business Award is a spe-
cial recognition of a local company’s service to 
its employees, our community, and the State 
of Indiana. Fifty years of growth and success 
is an incredible accomplishment, and I ap-
plaud the entire Valley Screen team for stay-
ing at the cutting edge of innovation in a high-
ly competitive world. 

Valley Screen employs more than 60 people 
in our community and provides quality serv-
ices to some of northern Indiana’s key indus-
tries. This local business is an exceptional ex-
ample of the high-quality customer service, 
business ingenuity, and potential for growth 
that American entrepreneurs and workers 
strive to achieve. I am grateful for the good 
jobs Valley Screen continues to provide the 
hardworking Hoosiers in our community. 

I also want to thank Karen Barnett, Valley 
Screen’s president and CEO, for her excep-
tional leadership and for providing so much of 
the vision, perseverance, and innovation that 
has contributed to the success of this busi-
ness in Indiana and beyond. For the past 20 
years, she has played a crucial role in building 
our state’s positive business climate. I am 
confident that with leaders like Karen, Indi-
ana’s economy can continue to flourish. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Indiana’s 2nd Dis-
trict, I want to thank Valley Screen and all its 
hardworking employees, past and present, for 
their commitment to innovation and service to 
the Hoosier community for 50 years. Con-
gratulations to Valley Screen on a half-century 
of excellence. I am excited to see what the fu-
ture holds for you and your customers. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
on Wednesday, October 25, 2017, I missed 
Roll Call votes 582 through 584 on the Rule 
providing for Consideration of the Senate 
Amendment to H. Con. Res. 71—Establishing 
the congressional budget for the United States 
Govermnent for fiscal year 2018 and setting 
forth the appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal 
years 20l9 throught 2027. Had I been present 
for these votes, I would have voted: Nay on 
Roll Call vote 582 on the motion on ordering 
the previous question on the rule; Nay on Roll 
Call vote 583 on agreeing to H. Res. 580; and 
Yea on Roll Call vote 584 on the journal vote. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DANIEL CURRY 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Daniel T. Curry, a con-
stituent of mine who tragically passed away on 
September 6, 2017. Daniel was born in Green 
County in my district and later moved to my 
hometown of Bowling Green, where he was 
the director of the Kentucky Legal Aid Benefits 
Counseling Program. 

Daniel was a friend to everyone. As director 
of the Benefits Counseling Program, he 
helped countless Kentuckians receive their 
federal and state benefits. He worked with my 
office on several occasions, assisting with 
many casework inquiries that my office re-
ceived. There was no constituent he would not 
try to help. In addition to his work at the Ken-
tucky Legal Aid Benefits Counseling Program, 
he served as an adjunct professor at Western 
Kentucky University, served as a docent for 
Riverview at Hobson Grove, presented at the 
Bowling Green-Warren County Bar Associa-
tion, was an advocate for elder abuse preven-
tion, and participated in community theater. 

Daniel touched many lives in Bowling Green 
and the surrounding counties. I send my pray-
ers to Daniel’s family and community during 
this time. 

f 

HIZBALLAH INTERNATIONAL FI-
NANCING PREVENTION AMEND-
MENTS ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to support H.R. 3329, the Hizballah Inter-

national Financing Prevention Amendments 
Act of2017. This is an important piece of legis-
lation strengthening economic and financial 
sanctions on Hizballah and its enablers, and I 
am pleased to support it. 

Hizballah is an organization based in Leb-
anon that plays a major role in regional ten-
sions in the Middle East. Based on existing in-
telligence, it is believed that Hizballah is sim-
ply being used as a proxy by foreign govern-
ments to fight against Israel and other western 
influences in the area. In order to prevent the 
situation from escalating, the first step is to 
prevent the group from being able to fund fur-
ther military actions. H.R. 3329 would direct 
the President to apply sanctions that would 
freeze Hizballah’s assets, prevent fundraising, 
and prevent financial institutions from working 
with the group. Furthermore, this legislation 
would extend financial sanctions to any foreign 
entity that provides funding to the group. The 
bill would also authorize the proper congres-
sional committees to create reports on 
Hizballah’s racketeering and international nar-
cotics trafficking. 

This legislation requires the President to re-
port valuable information to Congress regard-
ing the relationships among Iran, other foreign 
countries, and the Hizballah organization. 
Opening up this line of communication will 
help Congress better decide how to apply fu-
ture sanctions against these state sponsors of 
terrorism. 

With as many military bases as Georgia ac-
commodates, I understand how conflict affects 
not only our nation, but also the young men 
and women who will be thrust into a needless 
international conflict. It is important that we 
take the necessary steps to prevent an esca-
lation to prevent losing American lives in any 
conflict, which is why I support H.R. 3329. 

f 

HONORING MR. DAVID HARDT 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Deputy Fire Chief David 
Hardt upon his retirement from the Watertown 
Fire Department in Watertown, Connecticut 
after 32 years of service. Deputy Chief Hardt 
has been an instrumental leader in our state’s 
firefighting community, and his legacy will con-
tribute to the work of future generations of fire-
fighters. 

Deputy Chief Hardt first volunteered for the 
department in 1985, and in 1997, he became 
the Deputy Chief. Throughout his long tenure, 
his leadership skills and experience have been 
tremendous assets to the town. Deputy Chief 
Hardt has been willing to take on additional 
duties when necessary and to step up to over-
see the department’s work in the Chief’s ab-
sence. 

The Watertown Fire Department and sur-
rounding communities have benefitted greatly 
from Deputy Chief Hardt’s work over the past 
decades. His work was critical to the opening 
of the Cheshire Fire School to train future gen-
erations of firefighters. Never one to shy away 
from helping out his neighbors, Deputy Chief 
Hardt also served as a dispatcher for 
Naugatuck firefighters and as a fire marshal in 
Bethlehem and Morris. His dedication to help-
ing others is an inspiration to all of us and 
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show us how we can look for ways to serve 
our community and country. 

Mr. Speaker, Deputy Chief Hardt has been 
a true community servant in our Watertown for 
over three impressive decades of service. 
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor 
him here today, and I wish him a restful retire-
ment with plenty of time to spend with his fam-
ily and friends. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, due 
to a family medical emergency, I had to return 
to my district in the early afternoon of 
Wednesday October 25. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 585, NAY on Roll Call 
No. 586, NAY on Roll Call No. 587, and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 588. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PREVENT CHILD 
ABUSE AMERICA’S 45TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to recognize a critical organization that 
supports residents of Illinois’ 18th Congres-
sional District, Prevent Child Abuse America, 
as they celebrate their 45th anniversary. 

In 1972, Donna J. Stone founded Prevent 
Child Abuse America in Chicago, Illinois. Over 
the years, Prevent Child Abuse America has 
been a leader in promoting healthy develop-
ment of children through prevention of child 
abuse. While the organization has expanded 
to chapters in all 50 states, the mission of Pre-
vent Child Abuse America has continued to re-
main the same. 

Prevent Child Abuse America is committed 
to preventing the neglect and abuse of chil-
dren across our nation. Their Healthy Families 
America program makes services easily ac-
cessible to children across our country and al-
lows Prevent Child Abuse America to reach 
nearly 100,000 families each year. With their 
state headquarters located in Springfield, Illi-
nois, I am grateful for the services they pro-
vide to families in the 18th District and across 
Illinois. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Pre-
vent Child Abuse America on their 45th Anni-
versary, and I wish them much success as 
they continue to provide essential services to 
families, in Illinois and across our country, for 
years to come. 

IRAN BALLISTIC MISSILES AND 
INTERNATIONAL SANCTIONS EN-
FORCEMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 1698, the Iran Ballistic 
Missiles and International Sanctions Enforce-
ment Act. This legislation confirms the United 
States’s mission to prevent Iran its developing 
their nuclear-capable ballistic missile program. 

H.R. 1698 requires the President to impose 
sanctions on the Iranian government, foreign 
actors or people who supply technology and 
material to contribute to the Iranian ballistic 
missile program, and any party who contrib-
utes weapons or related material to Iran. This 
legislation also directs the President to inves-
tigate violations of these sanctions either by 
Iran or foreign entities and report all violations 
to Congress. In taking these actions, H.R. 
1698 recognizes the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 2231 from 2015 and com-
mits to enforcing it by authorizing investiga-
tions of all ballistic missile tests to see if they 
are in violation of the resolution. 

The investigations that this bill authorizes 
will help us better understand and identify the 
banks, companies, governments and other for-
eign entities that contribute in some way to the 
development of the Iranian ballistic missile 
program. It is crucially important that we take 
steps to recognize these key actors and pun-
ish them with sanctions. It is for these reasons 
that I am pleased to support this legislation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I missed Roll Call Number 581, on October 
24, regarding the question of passage of H.R. 
3898, the Otto Warmbier North Korea Nuclear 
Sanctions Act. Had I voted, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
580, I was unavoidably detained as a result of 
a death in the family. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On roll call 588, I was unavoidably detained 
as a result of a death in the family. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

URGING EUROPEAN UNION TO 
DESIGNATE HIZBALLAH AS A 
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H. Res. 359, legisla-
tion urging the European Union to designate 
Hizballah in its entirety as a terrorist organiza-
tion and increase international pressure on the 
organization. 

Hizballah has demonstrated its commitment 
as an organization to promoting fear, violence, 
and terror worldwide for decades through the 
murder of global citizens. Its 1983 attack on 
the U.S. Marine Compound in Beirut was the 
most deadly single-day attack on the United 
States Marine Corps since the battle of Iwo 
Jima in World War II. Our nation has con-
demned Hizballah as a terrorist organization 
and leveraged significant financial sanctions 
against it, but we believe more can be accom-
plished through international cooperation with 
our friends at the European Union. 

With this resolution, we urge the European 
Union to condemn Hizballah in its entirety as 
a terrorist organization, rather than con-
demning its military wing alone, and ask them 
to stand with us to fight terrorism internation-
ally. With increased financial pressure and 
more active international policing, together we 
can end Hizballah’s terrorist activities and cre-
ate a more peaceful and safer world. Co-
operation between the European Union and 
the United States is crucial in the fight against 
transnational terrorism, and it is for this reason 
that I support this resolution. 

f 

IN HONOR OF PATRICIA CLARK 
FOR HER FEDERAL SERVICE 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Patricia Clark 
as she retires after more than five decades of 
service to the Federal Aviation Administration 
at the Patricia Clark Boston Air Route Traffic 
Control Center in Nashua. The people of the 
Granite State and throughout New England 
owe a debt of gratitude to Patty for ensuring 
the safety of pilots and fliers, as well as con-
tinuing the efficiency of our transportation sys-
tem. Further, it should be noted that Patty has 
maintained perfect attendance throughout her 
decades of service, never using vacation 
leave or a sick day. 

In 2013, during my first term in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, I was honored to 
have introduced legislation, H.R. 1092, that 
became law renaming the Nashua facility the 
‘‘Patricia Clark Boston Air Route Traffic Con-
trol Center.’’ Renaming this facility after Patty 
was the very least that could be done to honor 
her accomplishments to the air traffic control 
industry here in New England. I am honored 
to be able to recognize Patty once again on 
the occasion of her retirement from federal 
service. 
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On behalf of my constituents across New 

Hampshire’s Second Congressional District, I 
thank Patricia Clark for more than half a cen-
tury of dedicated service to the Granite State. 
Her achievements will continue to benefit our 
state and industry. I am honored to recognize 
and congratulate Patty on her retirement and 
wish her the best of luck in the years ahead. 

f 

CONGRATULATING COLLEGE WOOD 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, A BLUE 
RIBBON SCHOOL 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate an outstanding 
school in my district that is being honored as 
a 2017 National Blue Ribbon School. It is a 
pleasure to congratulate College Wood Ele-
mentary School in Carmel, Indiana in celebra-
tion of this special occasion. 

The National Blue Ribbon designation, given 
by the United States Department of Education, 
is awarded to both public and private schools 
across our great nation. Started by President 
Reagan and given annually since 1982, the 
award celebrates great American schools that 
achieve very high learning standards or are 
making significant improvements in the aca-
demic achievements of their students. In my 
district and across the country, the award rec-
ognizes the great educators, students, and 
parents who have worked so hard to ensure 
our children reach their full potential and 
achieve academic success. 

For all of these reasons and many more, I 
am so proud that College Wood Elementary 
School is receiving this prestigious designa-
tion. It is a wonderful acknowledgement of the 
school’s commitment to providing young Hoo-
siers an exceptional education. While hun-
dreds of schools nationwide were nominated, 
only 342 schools were designated as 2017 
National Blue Ribbon Schools. Of the 342 
schools, College Wood Elementary School 
was one of seven Indiana schools to receive 
recognition, making this recognition all the 
more impressive. 

All College Wood Elementary students are 
supported by a host of staff members in addi-
tion to the classroom teacher. Because of this, 
students are able to received personalized in-
struction in several subjects. College Wood El-
ementary strives to challenge each and every 
student to reach their fullest potential. With the 
help of this dedicated staff, academic teams 
representing College Wood have consistently 
scored in the top twenty-five percent of partici-
pating schools. Their hard work is deservedly 
rewarded with this Blue Ribbon Award. 

As an advocate for education and youth, I 
also want to acknowledge how important it is 
to our nation’s future to encourage and raise 
a new generation of Americans who have the 
skills and knowledge to succeed both in and 
out of the classroom. Students like those at 
College Wood Elementary School give me 
hope that we will accomplish this vital mission. 
Their outstanding work is an inspiration to stu-
dents, educators, and parents across the na-
tion. Once again, congratulations to College 
Wood Elementary School. I am very proud of 
you. 

COMMENDING DANIA E. RODRI-
GUEZ FOR 20 YEARS OF SERVICE 
WITH THE ASSOCIATION OF 
STATE AND TERRITORIAL SOLID 
WASTE MANAGEMENT OFFICIALS 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend Dania E. Rodriguez for her 20 
years of service with the Association of State 
and Territorial Solid Waste Management Offi-
cials (ASTSWMO). 

Dania has been serving in the capacity of 
Executive Director of the Association of State 
and Territorial Waste Management Officials in 
Washington, D.C. since July 2013. She pre-
viously served as the Deputy Executive Direc-
tor of ASTSWMO for six years. During her 
time at ASTSWMO, she served as the liaison 
between the states and numerous federal 
agencies to work on policy issues. 

Dania keeps the ASTSWMO running 
smoothly by providing support to the 
ASTSWMO staff and Board of Directors. She 
manages the day-to-day operations to include 
the association’s budget, cooperative agree-
ments. 

Dania graduated from Hood College in 
Frederick, Maryland where she received a 
B.A. in Political Science. She also holds an 
Executive Certificate in Nonprofit Management 
from the McCourt School of Public Policy at 
Georgetown University. She worked for the 
American Petroleum Institute before starting 
her career at ASTSWMO. 

Dania has an impressive record of experi-
ence and expertise in technical, financial and 
policy development in environmental work. 
She holds comprehensive knowledge of state 
and territorial environmental programs. Dania 
has been a true friend and advocate of Guam 
and the region. 

She was the first Executive Director of 
ASTSWMO to directly collaborate with Guam 
and assist with the development of the first 
Zero Waste Conference held in Micronesia. 
She also played a vital role in making the first 
EPA Pacific Islands Environment Conference 
come to life for Guam, the CNMI and America 
Samoa. 

On behalf of the people of Guam, I com-
mend Dania for her outstanding service to our 
community throughout her career. I extend a 
sincere Si Yu ’us Ma ’åse’ (thank you) and 
look forward to her continued contributions to 
our island and nation. 

f 

OTTO WARMBIER NORTH KOREA 
NUCLEAR SANCTIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 3898, the Otto 
Warmbier North Korea Nuclear Sanctions Act 
of 2017. This legislation imposes heavy eco-
nomic sanctions on North Korea. 

These sanctions will signal to North Korea 
and its enablers that the United States con-

demns North Korea’s current nuclear and 
long-range missile programs. Specifically, the 
bill would impose conditions and oversight of 
foreign banks that seek to open American ac-
counts for any North Korean or any agent of 
North Korea. 

As United Nations Ambassador Nikki Haley 
stated, ‘‘[c]ountless innocent men and women 
have died at the hands of North Korea, but the 
singular case of Otto Warmbier touches the 
American heart like no other.’’ In remem-
brance of Otto Warmbier, this bill dem-
onstrates to North Korea that its human rights 
violations and military actions are unaccept-
able. North Korea’s nuclear and long-range 
missile programs have been a noted threat to 
our security for many years and its frequent 
missile testing in the past year demonstrates 
the even greater risk they now pose. By sup-
porting H.R. 3898, we are showing North 
Korea that there are consequences to its pur-
suit of nuclear warfare and we intend to in-
crease economic pressure on it each time 
they show willingness to use force against us 
or our allies. 

We have a responsibility to do all that we 
can to protect American citizens. H.R. 3898 
will discourage North Korea from further devel-
oping their nuclear weapons program and take 
a much-needed step towards the goal of inter-
national peace, and this is why I support this 
legislation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained on October 25, 2017. As a re-
sult, I was absent for Roll Call votes 585 
through 587. Had I been present for Roll Call 
vote 585, on agreeing to Amendment No. 3 to 
H.R. 469, I would have voted yes; had I been 
present for Roll Call vote 586, on agreeing to 
Amendment No. 4 to H.R. 469, I would have 
voted yes; and had I been present for Roll 
Call vote 587, on agreeing to Amendment No. 
6 to H.R. 469, I would have voted yes. 

f 

HONORING MARYLAND AND 
DELAWARE’S LAW ENFORCEMENT 

HON. ANDY HARRIS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my gratitude for the bravery of Mary-
land and Delaware’s law enforcement officers 
and the officers of the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms, and Explosives. 

On October 18, a deranged gunman opened 
fire at Emmorton Business Park in Edgewood, 
Maryland and a used car dealership in Wil-
mington, Delaware. Three victims were killed 
and three more were wounded that day. 

I pray for the families of the fallen victims 
and for the recovery of the injured. Thankfully, 
our state and local law enforcement and our 
ATF officers responded quickly to the crisis, 
and apprehended the shooter after he fled the 
scene. 
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I am perpetually grateful for the brave men 

and women who place themselves in the line 
of fire to protect others. Thank you all for your 
service and sacrifice, and may God bless 
America. 

f 

STRENGTHENING CYBERSECURITY 
INFORMATION SHARING AND CO-
ORDINATION IN OUR PORTS ACT 
OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to support H.R. 3101, the Strengthening 
Cybersecurity Information Sharing and Coordi-
nation in Our Ports Act of 2017. This legisla-
tion would increase cybersecurity measures at 
ports. 

As we have seen in the last couple months, 
all sectors of our government are in danger of 
being compromised due to our outdated cy-
bersecurity standards. This past June, the Port 
of Los Angeles and businesses were com-
promised by hackers, shutting down essential 
structures of our economy. The security firm, 
Symantec, warned that hackers may have 
even gained access to parts of our energy 
grid. 

H.R. 3101 authorizes the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) to more freely share 
information regarding the cybersecurity threats 
to our naval interests. As a part of this bill, the 
DHS would continuously assess current and 
future cybersecurity risks, seek input from the 
National Cybersecurity and Communications 
Integration Center, create guidelines to en-
courage the reporting of cybersecurity risks, 
and implement recommendations from other 
agencies to enhance the security for emer-
gency response agencies, law enforcement, 
ports, and our maritime border. The bill would 
also direct the Coast Guard to share informa-
tion regarding port-specific vulnerabilities and 
enact security plans to prevent and respond to 
cyber threats. Because of today’s constant cy-
bersecurity risks, it is imperative that we have 
proper contingency plans in place to respond 
to any threats that may appear. We must ac-
tively take steps to ensure the safety and se-
curity of our maritime infrastructure to better 
prepare ourselves for the threats of the 21st 
century. 

As a Representative of Atlanta, I was 
shocked to see how hackers were able to infil-
trate Equifax and so easily compromise the 
privacy of millions of Americans. By being 
proactive, this body has the chance to prevent 
other similar cybersecurity attacks that would 
target our government and infrastructure. I 
have previously supported other cybersecurity- 
related legislation that would secure the integ-
rity of our elections and now I believe that we 
should extend this security to other vital infra-
structure, which is why I am pleased to sup-
port H.R. 3101. 

RECOGNIZING THE QUAD CITIES 
STUDENT HUNGER DRIVE 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Quad Cities Student Hunger 
Drive for its long-time commitment to col-
lecting food for those in need. This annual 
fundraising event promotes volunteerism, 
raises awareness for hunger, and collects food 
and monetary donations for River Bend 
Foodbank. 

The Quad Cities Student Hunger Drive is a 
local branch of the national Student Hunger 
Drive, and has been dedicated to collecting 
and donating food for the hungry for over 3 
decades. In 2016 alone, a total of 378,461 
pounds of food was collected through the 
combined efforts of 16 high schools from the 
Quad Cities and surrounding areas. Since 
1986, the Student Hunger Drive has collected 
over 17 million pounds of food, and its efforts 
have provided 14 million meals for residents of 
the Quad Cities and surrounding communities 
in need. The 32nd annual Student Hunger 
Drive kicked off on October 2nd, with 17 
schools in the area participating. I am proud 
there are such caring, determined youth in our 
community, and that our community schools’ 
staff and administrators have continued to stay 
committed to this important effort year after 
year. 

The generous and ambitious participants of 
the Student Hunger Drive make me especially 
proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Congressional Dis-
trict. Mr. Speaker, I would like to again for-
mally recognize all who organize and con-
tribute to the Quad Cities Student Hunger 
Drive for their outstanding efforts and accom-
plishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ZIONSVILLE 
PLEASANT VIEW ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, A BLUE RIBBON 
SCHOOL 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate an outstanding 
school in my district that is being honored as 
a 2017 National Blue Ribbon School. It is a 
pleasure to congratulate Zionsville Pleasant 
View Elementary School in celebration of this 
special occasion. 

The National Blue Ribbon designation, given 
by the United States Department of Education, 
is awarded to both public and private schools 
across our great nation. Started by President 
Reagan and given annually since 1982, the 
award celebrates great American schools that 
achieve very high learning standards or are 
making significant improvements in the aca-
demic achievements of their students. In my 
district and across the country, the award rec-
ognizes the great educators, students, and 
parents who have worked so hard to ensure 
our children reach their full potential and 
achieve academic success. 

For all of these reasons and many more, I 
am so proud that Zionsville Pleasant View Ele-

mentary School is receiving this prestigious 
designation. It is a wonderful acknowledge-
ment of the school’s commitment to providing 
young Hoosiers an exceptional education. 
While hundreds of schools nationwide were 
nominated, only 342 schools were designated 
as 2017 National Blue Ribbon Schools. Of the 
342 schools, Zionsville Pleasant View Elemen-
tary School was one of seven Indiana schools 
to receive recognition, making this recognition 
all the more impressive. 

Zionsville Pleasant View Elementary is com-
mitted to providing a nurturing environment for 
the intellectual, physical, and social develop-
ment of each child. A wide variety of assess-
ment opportunities and formats are used to 
determine student knowledge and growth. 
From there, the dedicated staff at Zionsville 
Pleasant View Elementary engage students in 
meaningful educational tasks that promote 
thinking and reasoning. Their hard work is de-
servedly rewarded with this Blue Ribbon 
Award. 

As an advocate for education and youth, I 
also want to acknowledge how important it is 
to our nation’s future to encourage and raise 
a new generation of Americans who have the 
skills and knowledge to succeed both in and 
out of the classroom. Students like those at 
Zionsville Pleasant View Elementary School 
give me hope that we will accomplish this vital 
mission. Their outstanding work is an inspira-
tion to students, educators, and parents 
across the nation. Once again, congratulations 
to Zionsville Pleasant View Elementary 
School. I am very proud of you. 

f 

DHS ACCOUNTABILITY 
ENHANCEMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 23, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 4038, the Department 
of Homeland Security Accountability Enhance-
ment Act. This legislation works to ensure sta-
bility in our nation’s Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) by requiring the Secretary to 
submit organizational changes for congres-
sional approvaL 

Our government is built upon a balance of 
power; arrangement has helped sustain our 
country for hundreds of years and is one of 
the most fundamental properties of our nation. 
H.R. 4038 ensures oversight of the DHS to 
guarantee that an appropriate balance of 
power is maintained. The DHS, the third larg-
est department in the federal government, has 
already absorbed the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service and reorganized three new 
agencies since its creation in 2002. If the Sec-
retary of DHS has the power to make exten-
sive changes, he/she should be held account-
able for them and should be required to obtain 
approval from Congress. 

Furthermore, the current administration has 
been defined by unprecedented instability in 
the White House, with an extremely large turn-
over rate in President Trump’s cabinet and ad-
ministration. The DHS currently has no Sec-
retary and is being run by an acting head who 
did not obtain congressional approval through 
the nomination process. This legislation would 
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prevent a Secretary that was not confirmed by 
the Senate from making changes without ap-
proval from the American people. 

I support H.R. 4038 and I support demand-
ing accountability from the cabinet depart-
ments. I urge my colleagues to do the same. 

f 

HONORING RAUL QUEZADA 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor a public servant in my community, Raul 
Quezada. Mr. Quezada is the first Latino to be 
named the Chief of Police in the city of Ana-
heim. Prior to transferring to Anaheim in 1996, 
Mr. Quezada worked at the Los Angeles Po-
lice Department for three years. Mr. Quezada, 
took over as the Acting Police Chief in May of 
2013 and was then named Police Chief in De-
cember 2013. His appointment took place 
after a time of civil unrest and riots following 
a series of fatal police shootings in 2012. He 
served as the Police Chief of Anaheim for 
nearly four years. 

While actively participating in community en-
gagement, he prioritized maintaining safety 
standards and keeping law and order. He 
worked relentlessly to improve the way of life 
in Anaheim and to have a positive influence in 
the community of Anaheim. Mr. Quezada cre-
ated a youth program named the Public Safety 
Career Pipeline. This was an elective class 
held at Sycamore Junior High, that encour-
aged youth to consider a career in law en-
forcement. Mr. Quezada met with different 
community members regularly. Working to as-
sure all residents and communities that hate 
crimes would not be tolerated, Mr. Quezada 
encouraged residents to take a more active 
role in the community. 

Mr. Quezada introduced new and innovative 
methods and the use of technology in the po-
lice department. In 2015, he made Anaheim 
one of the first cities anywhere to equip its en-
tire police force with body cameras. He also 
took the initiative to establish a neighborhood 
advisory council. 

Mr. Quezada has recently retired as the 
Anaheim Police Chief. The Mayor of Anaheim, 
Tom Tait, who strongly supports Mr. Quezada, 
said in a statement that Quezada had ‘‘over-
seen critical cultural and operational changes 
that have brought the department closer to 
those it serves.’’ As a community leader, he 
helped rebuild community trust and is com-
mitted to implementing positive approaches to 
the law for the betterment of the community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EASTSIDE 
BABY CORNER 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, for over two 
decades, Eastside Baby Corner (EBC) in 
Issaquah, Washington has provided invaluable 
services to families in need throughout the 
surrounding community. EBC founder, Karen 
Ridlon, first saw the need for a nonprofit com-

mitted to providing families with resources for 
babies through her work as a local nurse prac-
titioner. Countless newborn babies in her prac-
tice left the hospital to go to homes that did 
not have adequate food, clothing, sanitary 
care products, and safety equipment. 

What began as a small collection of re-
sources collected in Ms. Ridlon’s dining room 
has grown into an organization that serves 
over 800 children each week and has filled 
over 500,000 orders of baby essentials. Non-
profits similar to EBC have filled important 
needs within communities across America. In 
2016 alone, more than 300 nonprofit diaper 
banks and diaper pantries that are members 
of the National Diaper Bank Network across 
46 States distributed over 52,000,000 donated 
diapers, helping ensure that more than 
278,000 children had the diapers they needed. 

In light of Diaper Awareness Week last 
month, I visited EBC, toured the warehouse, 
and met with some of its committed volun-
teers. I applaud EBC and other members of 
the National Diaper Bank Network for the crit-
ical work they do to provide families with the 
infant essentials they need and better ensure 
that babies have a healthy start to life. 

f 

HONORING THE FIFTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE WOODBERRY 
FOREST SCHOOL SPORTS CAMP 

HON. THOMAS A. GARRETT, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, invested in de-
veloping young men of sterling character who 
played by the rules and exhibited good sports-
manship, the Woodberry Forest School’s Head 
Football Coach and Athletics Director Red 
Caughron and his wife Cathy founded the 
Woodberry Forest School Sports Camp, in 
1967, on the philosophy, ‘‘that a man must 
build himself mentally, physically, and socially 
each day to be well-rounded . . . by one phi-
losophy, the conviction that the primary value 
of sports is their contribution to a boy’s moral 
and physical growth.’’ 

Under the direction of Mr. and Mrs. 
Caughron and eight counselors, the first ses-
sion of the Woodberry Forest School Sports 
Camp had forty-two campers who practiced 
and competed in a wide range of team sports. 

In the twenty-five years successive years, 
Mr. and Mrs. Caughron and the camp’s staff 
developed a series of programs that instilled 
the value of teamwork in young men age elev-
en to fourteen, and provided specialized in-
struction in the sports in which each camper 
excelled at individually. 

Following Mr. and Mrs. Caughron’s retire-
ment from the day-to-day operations of the 
Woodberry Forest School Sports Camp, each 
of the succeeding camp directors; Richard 
‘‘Dick’’ Glover; Bill and Debbie Davis; Richard 
Wright; Clint and Elaine Alexander; Amy 
Blundin, Matt Blundin, and Frazier Stowers; 
have worked with hundreds of camp coun-
selors; nearly all of whom have been students, 
alumni, or faculty members of Woodberry For-
est School to grow the program while main-
taining the camp’s core values. 

During the Woodberry Forest School Sports 
Camp’s fifty-year history, hundreds of campers 
have gone on to become students and then 

graduates of the Woodberry Forest School, 
and today, I would like to pay tribute to, and 
show my gratitude for Red and Cathy 
Caughron, the Woodberry Forest School 
Sports Camp’s directors, counselors and the 
thousands of campers whose lives have been 
enriched by the selfless dedication that Mr. 
and Mrs. Caughron exhibited by founding 
Woodberry Forest School Sports Camp, fifty 
years ago, this year. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL SUBPOENA COM-
PLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 23, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 4010, the Congres-
sional Subpoena Compliance and Enforce-
ment Act. This legislation allows the House of 
Representatives to enforce congressional sub-
poenas in federal court. Too often, congres-
sional subpoenas are flouted because they 
lack enforcement mechanisms. Under current 
law, Congress must refer subpoenas to the 
appropriate United States attorney for enforce-
ment. Typically, this United States attorney is 
appointed by the same administration over 
which Congress seeks to exert its oversight 
authority. 

H.R. 4010 creates a clear set of enforce-
ment mechanisms surrounding the congres-
sional subpoena power. Although congres-
sional subpoenas have been used by Con-
gress and its committees for many years, 
there is currently no law requiring compliance. 
This legislation requires that recipients of con-
gressional subpoenas either comply or provide 
the committee with an explanation of the legal 
privilege that allows them to resist. This bill 
would also provide enforcement cases with an 
expedited review at the federal court leveL Al-
ternatively, committees can request that the 
enforcement case be heard by a district court 
panel of three judges with the option to appeal 
to the Supreme Court. Codifying these en-
forcement measures will provide Congress 
and its committees with a clear set of expecta-
tions for how to present and enforce sub-
poenas. 

In these especially political times, checks 
and balances have never been more impor-
tant. Congress must fully utilize its constitu-
tional right to hold hearings and investigate 
members of the federal government, and we 
need tools to enforce these investigations if 
people refuse to comply. As a member of the 
Judiciary Committee, I stand for transparency 
and honesty in our government, and as a 
Congress we have the duty to seek out both 
for our constituents. H.R. 4010 gives Con-
gress the tools it needs to demand that people 
attempting to shroud and hide the truth reveal 
it, and I urge my fellow members to stand with 
me and support the Congressional Subpoena 
Compliance and Enforcement Act. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:17 Oct 27, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A26OC8.021 E26OCPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1443 October 26, 2017 
HONORING THE MEMORY OF MRS. 

DIXIE BIGGER 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Mrs. Dixie Bigger, who 
left us on October 20th of this year. She will 
be greatly missed by all of her family and 
friends, her community, and her union, United 
Auto Workers Local 1237. 

Mrs. Bigger was born on August 22, 1940 in 
Oquawka, Illinois, to Harold Wilson and Velma 
Mea Henshaw. She grew up in Oquawka and 
attended G&O High School. In 1956, she mar-
ried Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Bigger, who sadly passed 
away in July of 2009. Mrs. Bigger worked at 
Champion Spark Plug in Burlington, Iowa for 
33 years, and was a dedicated member of 
U.A.W. Local 1237 and the Champion Council. 
Mrs. Bigger was also civically engaged as a 
Henderson County Precinct Committeewoman. 
After retiring, she became the recording sec-
retary for the U.A.W. Local 1237 Retiree 
Chapter, a position she maintained until May 
of 2016. Mrs. Bigger was blessed with three 
children, five grandchildren, and eight great- 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for Mrs. Bigger’s 
contributions to our community, and my con-
dolences are with her loved ones at this dif-
ficult time. 

f 

HONORING CHERYL SEIDNER 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Cheryl Seidner, who will be hon-
ored as Humboldt County Citizen of the Year 
on October 27, 2017, an award she richly de-
serves. 

Cheryl Seidner’s contributions to the Wiyot 
Tribe and advocacy for American Indian rights 
are exemplary. As Chairwoman of the Wiyot 
Tribe from 1996–2008, Ms. Seidner was es-
sential to the establishment of the Table Bluff 
Reservation, now home to permanent housing 
for tribal members and a community center. 
She was instrumental to the repatriation of In-
dian Island in Humboldt Bay, the site of a ter-
rible massacre in 1860 that nearly 
exterminated the Wiyot Tribe. And, as an au-
thor and poet, Ms. Seidner also organized an 
annual vigil commemorating this massacre 
and brought back the Wiyot young women’s 
coming-of-age ceremony. 

Cheryl Seidner has served on the executive 
committee of the National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians and the Northern California Indian 
Development Council. She worked as a men-
tor for students during her 28 years in the 
Humboldt State University Educational Oppor-
tunity Program and was an advisor to the 
American Indian Alliance, which supports 
American Indian students’ academic efforts. In 
2008, Ms. Seidner was granted an Honorary 
Doctorate of Human Letters from Humboldt 
State University for her activism on behalf of 
American Indians at the local, state and na-
tional levels. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing 
deep appreciation for Cheryl Seidner’s extraor-
dinary leadership and devotion to American In-
dian activism and achievement and congratu-
lating her on decades of service to the North 
Coast’s Indian communities. 

f 

C–TPAT REAUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 23, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 3551, the C–TPAT Re-
authorization Act of 2017. This legislation re-
authorizes the Customs-Trade Partnership 
Against Terrorism Program (C–TPAT). 

The C–TPAT program works to improve 
United States border security and the security 
of our international supply partners by pro-
viding a voluntary public-private sector part-
nership focused on bolstering trade while 
keeping Americans safe. Since its creation in 
2001, this program has allowed trade partners 
and American businesses to opt into in-
creased security measures and make correc-
tive actions in order to streamline their entry 
into our country. The program simplifies the 
process of suppliers bringing products into our 
country and allows our country to broaden se-
curity trade measures without discouraging 
trade with those who do not opt in. 

In the United States, more than 41 million 
jobs depend on international trade, and my 
home state of Georgia boasts the largest sin-
gle-terminal container facility of its kind in 
North America, based in Savannah. This in-
dustry supports over 360,000 jobs statewide 
and is vitally important in our local and na-
tional economy. 

The C–TPAT program is good for trade and 
promotes the safety of our citizens, and I urge 
my fellow members to support H.R. 3551 to 
reauthorize funding for this program. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT FIRST 
CLASS JEREMIAH W. JOHNSON 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Sergeant First 
Class Jeremiah ‘‘JW’’ Wayne Johnson, who 
gave his life while serving our nation on Octo-
ber 4, 2017, in Ouallam, Niger. SFC Johnson 
was one of four servicemen killed in the hos-
tile attack in southwest Niger. 

A Member of the 3rd Special Forces Group, 
SFC Johnson proudly served our Nation for 
ten years as a Chemical, Biological, Radio-
logical and Nuclear Specialist (74D). At home, 
he enjoyed fixing and riding motorcycles, forg-
ing and customizing knives, and most impor-
tantly, spending time with his family. 

During his tenure in the Army, SFC Johnson 
received numerous awards and commenda-
tions, including the Army Commendation 
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Army Good 
Conduct Medal, National Defense Service 

Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal and the Armed Forces Service Medal. 
Posthumously, SFC Johnson was awarded the 
Purple Heart Medal, Meritorious Service Medal 
and the Combat Action Badge. 

SFC Johnson was laid to rest in North Caro-
lina on October 16, 2017. His motorcade was 
met by hundreds of community members, in-
cluding many uniformed veterans and active 
duty soldiers, who gathered to honor his life 
and pay their respects. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the life of SFC Jeremiah ‘‘JW’’ 
Wayne Johnson and also in offering our con-
dolences and prayers to his wife Crystal, their 
two daughters, Addie and Elisa, and to his 
many family members, friends and comrades 
as they mourn the loss of this brave hero. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. NEIL 
CAPRETTO 

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Neil Capretto, Medical Director 
of Gateway Rehabilitation, for his 30 years of 
service to the Beaver County community. 

Dr. Capretto graduated from the Philadel-
phia College of Osteopathic Medicine and 
went on to serve as chief resident in psychi-
atry at St. Francis General Hospital before set-
tling in Western Pennsylvania. 

As an expert in the study of addiction, he 
has written scholarly articles and served as a 
medical commentator and consultant to both 
local and national media networks. 

Today, he serves as an innovator in the 
field of pain management and a leader in the 
fight against the opioid epidemic. 

Not only is Dr. Capretto incredibly knowl-
edgeable, but he continues to display exem-
plary patience and kindness, even amidst his 
battle with cancer. 

I’d like to thank him for his 30 years of serv-
ice and let him and his family know that we 
are praying for speedy recovery in this difficult 
time. God bless. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS 
TRAFFICKING EMERGENCY RE-
SPONSE BY DETECTING INCOM-
ING CONTRABAND WITH TECH-
NOLOGY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 23, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to support H.R. 2142, the International 
Narcotics Trafficking Emergency Response by 
Detecting Incoming Contraband with Tech-
nology (INTERDICT) Act, to aid U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection officers with narcotics 
screenings. 

In 2016, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) determined that 
fentanyl and synthetic opioids took the lives of 
64,070 people, a 21 percent increase from the 
previous year. In my home state, the Georgia 
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Department of Public Health found that the 
number of deaths due to opioid overdoses is 
now nearly equal to the deaths from motor ve-
hicle crashes. In the 4th District alone, over 
200 lives were tragically lost due to this hor-
rible epidemic. As a country, we can no longer 
afford inaction on an issue that has turned into 
an epidemic under our watch. 

H.R. 2142 requires the U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) to increase the 
amount of chemical screenings to prevent the 
smuggling of fentanyl, opioids, and other nar-
cotics into the country, either through mailing 
services or through a carrier. The bill also 
mandates that sufficient funds and employees, 
including scientists, are available to ensure 
thorough screenings and resources available 
at all operational hours. By giving our CBP of-
ficers a better chance of detecting these illicit 
drugs at the border, we may be able to save 
the lives of hundreds, if not thousands of 
Americans. Only with our action can we, as 
members of Congress, start to make a mean-
ingful difference in this fight that is ravaging 
our country. 

This is why I have strongly favored more 
funding to prevent the spread of the opioid cri-
sis in the past, and will continue to fight for 
more resources that will end the opioid addic-
tion crisis. For this reason, I am pleased to 
support H.R. 2142. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PHILLIP 
V. SANCHEZ 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to the life of U.S. Am-
bassador Phillip V. Sanchez. Mr. Sanchez, 
who served under Presidents Richard Nixon 
and Gerald Ford in Honduras and Colombia, 
was a distinguished and influential leader 
serving the San Joaquin Valley. He was one 
of the first Latinos to hold public office and 
was known for his charitable nature, diplo-
matic character, and perseverance. The San 
Joaquin Valley will be forever indebted to Am-
bassador Sanchez for his tireless efforts on 
behalf of the community. 

Phillip V. Sanchez was born on July 28, 
1929. He was raised in Pinedale, California. At 
just six years old he would join his mother in 
the fields to pick fruit and cotton. His mother 
heavily influenced him to pursue an education. 
Mr. Sanchez graduated from Clovis High 
School in 1946 and continued his education at 
Fresno State in political science. While in col-
lege, Mr. Sanchez joined the Army National 
Guard and advanced to the rank of colonel in 
the Army Reserve. He had over 40 years of 
military service. 

In the 1960s, he began his career in public 
service as the Chief Administrative Officer of 
Fresno County. Ambassador Sanchez became 
a board member for Clovis Unified School Dis-
trict before being appointed by Governor Ron-
ald Reagan to the California Community Col-
leges Board of Governors and the California 
State University and Colleges Board of Trust-
ees. He was also a trustee of the National 
Hispanic University. In the 1970s, Mr. San-
chez was appointed by President Nixon as the 
Assistant Director of the Office of Economic 
Opportunity. 

After the Office of Economic Opportunity 
was dismantled in 1973, Mr. Sanchez was ap-
pointed Ambassador to Honduras. While in 
Honduras, he and wife Juanita adopted a child 
and began to help Americans adopt orphans. 
They had a love of children and later founded 
an orphanage in Mexico that they oversaw for 
25 years. Under President Ford, Mr. Sanchez 
was transferred to Ambassador of Colombia. 

Later in his life, Ambassador Sanchez 
worked as publisher of the New York Tribune 
and Noticias del Mundo, and was president of 
CAUSA USA, a faith-based anti-communist or-
ganization. After 9/11, Mr. Sanchez decided to 
return to the Fresno area to retire. He was 
honored at the 2008 Top Dog Alumni Awards 
Gala and in 2010 was named Chicano Alumni 
Legacy Builder by Fresno State. Mr. Sanchez 
made a positive difference in many lives and 
inspired people to follow their dreams. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the life of U.S. Ambassador Phillip 
V. Sanchez, whose generosity and unending 
dedication to the community will be greatly 
missed. Mr. Sanchez’s memory will live on 
through the contributions he made to our Val-
ley and throughout the world. It is my honor to 
join his family and many friends in celebrating 
his impactful life, which will never be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING THE BIRTHDAY OF 
SENATOR DENNIS J. JACOBS 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Senator Dennis ‘‘Denny’’ J. Jacobs of 
East Moline, Illinois on the occasion of his 
80th birthday. 

Denny was born in Rock Island County, Illi-
nois on November 8, 1937 to parents Oral 
‘‘Jake’’ and Shirley Jacobs. Denny graduated 
from United Township High School in 1955 
and married his high school sweetheart, Mary 
Ellen DuffY, shortly after. He is a graduate of 
Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois. 
Denny and Mary Ellen raised six children. 

Following in his father’s footsteps, Denny 
dedicated nearly 30 years of his life to public 
service. He was elected Mayor of East Moline 
in 1973, a position he held for 14 years. In 
1986 Denny was appointed to serve as Sen-
ator for Illinois’ 36th District. He served his 
community in this capacity until his retirement 
in 2004. Denny not only made a deep impact 
on his district, but also on the State of Illinois. 
One of his biggest legislative accomplishments 
was expanding 9–1–1 service statewide. 
Denny worked tirelessly to advocate for his 
community and to bring investment to this re-
gion. 

I join with his family and friends in congratu-
lating him on this special occasion and wish-
ing him a very happy 80th birthday. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF ATTORNEY 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT BOWERS 

HON. AL LAWSON, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a veteran, educator, 

civic leader, dedicated citizen and a great 
American, Attorney Theodore Roosevelt Bow-
ers, who served his community, state and 
country well. 

Attorney Bowers was raised in Bascom, 
Florida. After graduating from Rosenwald High 
School, he attended Florida A&M University 
(FAMU) in 1950. He was drafted into the 
United States Army but volunteered to serve 
in the U.S. Air Force instead from 1951 to 
1954. After being honorably discharged in 
1955, Attorney Bowers returned to FAMU and 
completed his Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science in 1958. He later obtained a Bachelor 
of Laws in 1961 from Howard University Law 
School. 

Attorney Bowers started his legal career 
clerking at the International Monetary Fund in 
Washington, D.C. In 1962, he was admitted to 
the Florida Bar and remained a member for 
more than fifty years. He became the first Afri-
can American to practice law in Bay County. 
Since that time, he has engaged in the private 
practice of law in the 1st, 2nd, and 14th Judi-
cial Circuits of Florida. From 1962 to 1964, 
Bowers was an instructor of Political Science 
at FAMU. He served as a cooperating attorney 
with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund for five 
years (1965–1970). In standing tall for equal-
ity, he worked to integrate the schools so 
Black children in Bay County and surrounding 
counties would have access to equal edu-
cation opportunities. His legal work was also 
instrumental in integrating the Bay Medical 
Maternity Ward and several local businesses 
in Bay County, His goal was always to 
‘‘change the system and try to make America 
what it should be.’’ Attorney Bowers received 
many opportunities to practice law in Wash-
ington, DC however, he was committed to the 
cause of Civil Rights and felt his services were 
better served at home in Northwest Florida. 
With this decision, he paid a high price both 
financially and personally including several at-
tempts at bombing his car after leaving civil 
rights meetings in Marianna, Florida in the 
1960’s. 

He served on numerous boards and com-
missions including the Board of Trustees for 
Gulf Coast Community College (1973–77) and 
the Governor’s Commission on the Status of 
Women (1979–1982). He was also elected 
and served as the first Black member of the 
Bay County School Board, 

In June 2009, he was honored by the Flor-
ida Chapter of the National Bar Association as 
one of Florida’s First Black Lawyers. In June 
2012, the Florida Bar honored him for fifty 
years of practicing law in Florida. 

Attorney Bowers was recommended to be-
come a U.S. Attorney by President Jimmy 
Carter but his recommendation was blocked 
by the power structure in Florida. And he was 
instrumental in President Nixon withdrawing 
the name of Federal Judge G. Harrold 
Carswell, a southern, strict constructionist con-
servative as a nominee to the Supreme Court. 

Throughout the ensuing decades of his life 
and career he fashioned a powerful place in 
the public discourse on race and influenced 
the thinking of generations of young attorneys. 
Driven by an enormous heart and keen intel-
lect, Attorney Bowers worked his entire life to 
‘‘level the playing field’’ for all Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, with an unwavering dedication, 
strong values, and an avid pursuit of civil and 
human rights, Attorney Bowers made a tre-
mendous impact in his community, the state of 
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Florida, and in our country. He will be remem-
bered by a grateful nation. 

f 

ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERA-
TION BUSINESS TRAVEL CARDS 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 23, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to support S. 504, the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Business Travel Cards Act 

of 2017. S. 504 would permanently authorize 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Busi-
ness Travel Card program, an initiative that 
provides expedited airport processing to those 
who are eligible. 

The program, originally created for business 
travelers from Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC) countries, expanded to include 
United States citizens after the passage of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Business 
Travel Cards Act of 2011. Without reauthoriza-
tion, the program is set to expire on Sep-
tember 30, 2018. 

Georgia is home to one of the world’s busi-
est airports, Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Inter-
national Airport. Atlanta residents witness first-

hand the chaos of international travel and the 
need for streamlined processing in inter-
national airports. S. 504 would permanently 
authorize designated lanes at airports in par-
ticipating countries, encouraging companies to 
continue international trade operations and 
business transactions. Ensuring smooth and 
efficient modes of transportation is critical for 
Americans to expand our economy overseas. 

As a member of the Transportation & Infra-
structure Committee and member of the Avia-
tion Subcommittee, I look for legislation that 
will streamline aviation safety, innovation, con-
sumer service, and airport infrastructure. S. 
504 achieves many of these goals, and that is 
why I support this legislation. 
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