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IN RECOGNITION OF DAVITA 
VANCE-COOKS’ EXEMPLARY 
SERVICE TO THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the extraordinary contribu-
tions of Davita Vance-Cooks, the Director of 
the Government Publishing Office (GPO), both 
to this institution and to the American people, 
on the announcement of her retirement from 
Federal service. A seasoned business execu-
tive with over 35 years of private sector and 
Federal Government management experience, 
Ms. Vance-Cooks was nominated by President 
Obama in May of 2013 to serve as the 27th 
Public Printer of the United States and then 
swiftly confirmed by the Senate in July 2013. 
Upon her confirmation, she became the first 
woman and the first African-American to lead 
the GPO in the agency’s more than 150 year 
history dating back to the Inauguration of 
President Abraham Lincoln. Ms. Vance-Cooks 
is a trailblazer in so many ways. 

Her appointment to this prestigious position 
was well earned. Prior to her confirmation, Ms. 
Vance-Cooks had capably served as acting 
Public Printer for 19 months, the longest such 
tenure in GPO history, and in a number of 
senior management roles since she first joined 
the agency in 2004, including Chief of Staff, 
Deputy Public Printer, Deputy Managing Direc-
tor of Customer Services, and Managing Di-
rector of Publications and Information sales. 

Ms. Vance-Cooks’ service to the GPO 
began at a time of great change and uncer-
tainty at the agency, as information technology 
and digital media challenged GPO to move 
from a primarily print-centric focus to a more 
content-centric one. In her senior management 
positions, and then as the head of the GPO, 
Ms. Vance-Cooks helped guide a fundamental 
and comprehensive transformation of the 
agency. 

She also articulated a vision for the future of 
the GPO as the Official, Digital, and Secure 
source for producing, protecting, preserving, 
and distributing the official publications and in-
formation products of the Federal Government 
in an age of rapid technological change. 
Today, thanks to her dedication, and that of so 
many committed GPO employees, that vision 
is being realized. 

In recognition of the GPO’s successful tran-
sition to digital publishing technologies that 
Ms. Vance-Cooks championed, Congress 
passed legislation to rename the agency that 
was signed into law in 2014. From that point 
forward, the Government Printing Office would 
be known as the Government Publishing Of-
fice to more accurately describe its capabilities 
in this age of digitization, and the anachro-
nistic Public Printer title would be replaced as 
well. Ms. Vance-Cooks would subsequently 
serve as GPO’s Director, the position from 
which she has retired this week. 

The transformation Ms. Vance-Cooks 
helped lead at GPO was broad in scope, and 
the accomplishments she helped achieve are 
impressive. First and foremost, she leaves a 
legacy of cutting agency costs while improving 
services, and generating positive net income 
for the agency while modernizing its oper-
ations and expanding the availability of Gov-
ernment information to the public. 

She oversaw the creation of a new, dynamic 
website, govinfo.gov, where over 2 million 
Federal titles are available free of charge to 
the general public, and spearheaded GPO’s 
move to become the first legislative branch 
agency to move to cloud technology. Under 
her leadership, GPO also became a key par-
ticipant in the Legislative Branch Bulk Data 
Task Force, working closely with legislative 
branch agencies to expand the transparency 
and openness of congressional information. 

Her commitment to expanding the accessi-
bility of GPO products also extended to the 
development of mobile applications, eBooks 
for GPO publications, the digitization of histor-
ical issues of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and 
the Federal Register, and the enhancement of 
GPO’s relationship with its 1,100 partners in 
the Federal Depository Library Program 
(FDLP). Just this spring she offered testimony 
on how to strengthen that partnership by mod-
ernizing the laws that govern the FDLP. 

Ms. Vance-Cooks also successfully exe-
cuted an expansion of GPO’s production ca-
pacity to incorporate the newest, state-of-the- 
art printing capabilities to deliver greater value 
to the American people. These enhancements 
have reduced the cost of printing congres-
sional and agency documents, and provided 
GPO with the capability to produce next gen-
eration U.S. passports and secure identity 
cards for other Federal partners. 

A strong believer in the importance of stra-
tegic planning, Ms. Vance-Cooks chartered a 
course for GPO that dramatically improved the 
agency’s capabilities and productivity in a fis-
cally responsible way. Under her leadership, 
the agency reversed a previous decade-long 
pattern of requesting ever greater appropria-
tions from Congress and achieved clean opin-
ions from annual independent audits of its fi-
nances. It also endured an unprecedented 13– 
day shutdown of Federal operations without 
incident, and managed two employee buyouts 
that reduced GPO’s total staffing to 1,700, the 
lowest level in more than a century. 

It is a testament to Ms. Vance-Cooks’ com-
mitment to employee engagement that GPO 
was able to meet these challenges while 
maintaining a ‘‘best place to work’’ rating 
among Federal agencies and an ‘‘innovative 
agency’’ designation from the Partnership for 
Public Service. That commitment formed a 
bedrock principle of her leadership and was 
demonstrated in her quarterly town halls with 
GPO employees from each of the agency’s 
three daily shifts. At each step of the way 
along the path of GPO’s transformation, Ms. 
Vance-Cooks sought the support and input of 
GPO’s dedicated workforce, and that collabo-
rative approach paid enormous dividends. 

There is no question that Davita Vance- 
Cooks provided transformative leadership at 
the Government Publishing Office, and that 
she rendered a great service to the Legislative 
Branch, the House of Representatives, and 
the American public. She should look back on 
her tenure with GPO with great pride, and we 
express our gratitude to her today. She will be 
missed, and I join the hardworking men and 
women of the GPO who thought so highly of 
her in wishing her all the best in her future en-
deavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 13, 2017, and November 14, 2017, I was 
absent from the House and missed Roll Call 
Votes 623 through 628. Had I been present, I 
would have voted in the following manner: 

on Roll Call Vote 623, on passage of H. 
Res. 599, I would have voted No; 

on Roll Call Vote 624, on passage of H.R. 
3071, I would have voted Yes; 

on Roll Call Vote 625, on approval of the 
journal, I would have voted No; 

on Roll Call Vote 626, on ordering the pre-
vious question, I would have voted No; 

on Roll Call Vote 627, on approval of H. 
Res. 616, I would have voted No; and 

on Roll Call Vote 628, on approving the 
journal, I would have voted No. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEEP AND 
ABIDING FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND 
ISRAEL 

HON. TOM GRAVES 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the 100th anniversary of the Bal-
four Declaration, which was one of the most 
pivotal moments in the founding of the state of 
Israel. 

Yesterday, the House of Representatives 
approved a bipartisan resolution that I intro-
duced with several of my colleagues to recog-
nize this truly historic anniversary. 

Passage of this resolution reaffirms our un-
breakable bond with the nation of Israel—a 
bond this administration is committed to 
guarding and strengthening. Israel was the 
first country President Trump visited after he 
took office, and Vice President Pence is trav-
eling to Israel next month, making this resolu-
tion especially timely. 

As the Vice President works on several im-
portant issues on his trip, this resolution sends 
a clear message that the U.S. House strongly 
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supports our national partnership, the Vice 
President’s trip and the nation of Israel. 

Again, I want to thank my colleagues for 
their unanimous support of this resolution. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF PROFESSOR UWE 
REINHARDT 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Uwe Reinhardt, a leading health 
economist whose work has shaped health 
care policy. Professor Reinhardt passed away 
this week at the age of 80, leaving behind a 
legacy of scholarship and dedication. 

Professor Reinhardt was a longtime mem-
ber of Princeton University. He started in 1967 
as an assistant professor before rising through 
the ranks to become the James Madison pro-
fessor of political economy and professor of 
economics and public affairs at the Woodrow 
Wilson School. 

Throughout his career, Professor Reinhardt 
became known as a leading expert in health 
economics. He served on the governing coun-
cil of the Institute of Medicine and on the Phy-
sician Payment Review Commission, and won 
countless awards for his work. 

Born in Germany in 1937, Professor 
Reinhardt later moved to Canada. He earned 
his bachelor of commerce degree from the 
University of Saskatchewan in 1964, and his 
Ph.D. in economics from Yale University. 

While I did not always agree with Professor 
Reinhardt, I always found him to be agree-
able, and I always learned something from 
each encounter with him. He will be missed. 

f 

HONORING W. TERRY LINDLEY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize W. Terry Lindley for 
being honored as a distinguished community 
leader by Santa Rosa Junior College at their 
2017 AgStravaganza. 

Mr. Lindley was born and raised on a family 
ranch in Humboldt County. He graduated from 
Ferndale High School in 1976 and Santa Rosa 
Junior College in 1974. He retired earlier this 
year from American AgCredit where he was 
chief marketing officer and senior vice presi-
dent. Mr. Lindley lives in Healdsburg, Cali-
fornia with his wife, Misty. They have four chil-
dren, Lily, Quincy, Abbi and Jake. 

During his 40-year career at American 
AgCredit, Mr. Lindley became a respected 
leader in Sonoma County agriculture, business 
and education. Through his leadership and 
support, he has helped grow our agriculture 
education, advocacy and farm youth pro-
grams. Mr. Lindley has served many years on 
the board of trustees for Santa Rosa Junior 
College (SRJC) and is a longtime director of 
the SRJC Ag Trust Foundation, which raises 

money to enhance the college’s agricultural 
program and the 365 acre Shone Farm, where 
students gain hands-on experience in such 
fields as viticulture, livestock production and 
sustainable crop farming. 

Mr. Lindley was instrumental in building the 
Saralee and Richard’s Bam at the Sonoma 
County Fairgrounds. The three million dollar 
‘‘barn’’ is an agricultural center where students 
learn about the source of their food and 
Sonoma County’s diverse agricultural commu-
nity. Mr. Lindley is a major supporter of the 4– 
H, Future Farmers of America (FFA) and the 
Sonoma County Fair. He has provided schol-
arships to deserving agriculture students and 
is a major buyer of 4–H and FFA animals at 
the fair’s Junior Livestock Auction. 

Mr. Speaker, Terry Lindley has a strong 
work ethic and is a leader in our agriculture, 
business and educational communities. It is fit-
ting and proper that we recognize him here 
today for his achievements. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on October 3, 
2017, I was unable to be present for the vote 
on the motion to recommit on H.R. 36, offered 
by Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Had I been 
present for Roll Call No. 548, I would have 
voted ‘‘AYE.’’ 

I was also unable to be present for the vote 
on passage of H.R. 36, offered by Mr. FRANKS 
of Arizona. Had I been present for Roll Call 
No. 549, I would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

I was also unable to be present for the vote 
on the motion to suspend the rules and pass, 
as amended, S. 782 offered by Mr. CORNYN of 
Texas. Had I been present for Roll Call No. 
550, I would have voted ‘‘AYE.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
PHILANTHROPY DAY 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the National Philanthropy Day 
Awards held on this day to honor the millions 
of great Americans across the country and 
around my district in Northwest Florida who 
selflessly dedicate their lives, time, money and 
talents for the benefit of others. 

Each year a special event is held by the As-
sociation of Fundraising Professionals to 
honor those who impact our community on a 
daily basis without want of reward, recognition 
or return. 

The West Florida Chapter announced the 
nominees for this year due to their philan-
thropic community efforts. They include: The 
Ambersley Foundation; Audi Pensacola; Bap-
tist Health Care; Terry Berling; Randy Bricker; 
Carol Carlan; Madrina Ciano; Cross Faith 
Church; Escambia County Council of PTA/ 

PTSAs; Junior League of Pensacola; Levin 
Rinke Realty; David Lorenzo; Harold Marcus, 
Jr.; David Peaden, II; Pen Air Federal Credit 
Union; Michelle Salzman; Sunday’s Child; and 
Todd Torgersen. 

This may just be a list of names to those 
lending an ear, but to me and my constituency 
this list is comprised of organizations and indi-
viduals who lead by example, inspire those 
around them and leave a lasting impact on our 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to congratulate 
these individuals and organizations on their 
selfless acts of giving, and to thank the Na-
tional Philanthropy Day Awards for hosting a 
day to honor individuals who give all but ask 
for nothing in return. 

f 

HONORING DELPHINE METCALF- 
FOSTER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Delphine Metcalf-Foster, 
upon the occasion of her selection as the Na-
tional Commander of the Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV). 

Ms. Metcalf-Foster is the daughter of a U.S. 
Army veteran and a graduate of Vallejo High 
School, Solano Community College and 
Sonoma State University. She served with the 
U.S. Army Reserve, 689th Quartermaster Unit, 
6253rd Hospital Unit, 6211th Transportation 
Unit and at Letterman Army Medical Center. 
Ms. Metcalf-Foster was injured during her 
service in Operation Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm in January 1991. She retired after 21 
years of dedicated service. 

As the new National Commander of the 
DAV, Ms. Metcalf-Foster will represent nearly 
1.3 million disabled veterans. Her duties in-
clude traveling around the country to speak at 
conferences, meeting public officials and ad-
vocating for our veterans. She will serve in 
this position for one year. She has already vis-
ited the Sam Houston Training center for med-
ical personnel in Texas, where she was sta-
tioned in 1996. She lives by the DAV motto, 
‘‘I’m here to serve my fellow veterans.’’ Ms. 
Metcalf-Foster is the first woman and first Afri-
can-American woman to serve as National 
Commander. 

In addition to her new duties, Ms. Metcalf- 
Foster will continue to volunteer with the VA 
Clinic on Mare Island. Vallejo, California 
Mayor Bob Sampayan has proclaimed Novem-
ber 18, 2017 ‘‘Delphine Metcalf-Foster Day.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the Disabled American Vet-
erans have selected Delphine Metcalf-Foster 
as their National Commander. As a disabled 
combat veteran, myself, I am proud to rep-
resent a constituent who works hard to serve 
our veterans. It is therefore fitting and proper 
that we honor her here today. 
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NORTHERN INDIANA AREA LABOR 

FEDERATION COMMUNITY LABOR 
AWARDS RECEPTION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate several of North-
west Indiana’s finest citizens. The Northern In-
diana Area Labor Federation, American Fed-
eration of Labor—Congress of Industrial Orga-
nizations (AFL–CIO), recognized several indi-
viduals and organizations for their dedication 
and service during the Northern Indiana Area 
Labor Federation Community Labor Awards 
Reception, which was held at Wicker Park in 
Highland, Indiana, on Thursday, November 16, 
2017. These individuals, in addition to all 
Northern Indiana Area Labor Federation mem-
bers who have served Northwest Indiana so 
diligently for such a long period of time, are 
the epitome of the ideal American worker: 
loyal, dedicated, and hardworking. 

At this year’s event, several individuals and 
organizations received special recognition. 
State Representative Linda Lawson was the 
recipient of the Service to Labor Award for her 
many years of support to the labor movement 
and her outstanding dedication to union mem-
bers. 

The Union Labor Award was presented to 
Dan Waldrop, retired Business Manager, 
IBEW Local 697, for his unselfish devotion to 
the labor movement through its promotion in 
all areas: social, civic, educational, and polit-
ical. 

The Honorable Joe Stahura, Mayor of Whit-
ing, Indiana, was recognized with the Commu-
nity Services Award for his exemplary work on 
behalf of his community and to the enhance-
ment of the quality of life for residents and 
visitors of Northwest Indiana. 

Larry Regan, Teamsters Local 142, was 
honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his many years of labor activism and his 
commitment to his community. For the excep-
tional service he has provided to the people of 
Northwest Indiana, he is worthy of our admira-
tion and respect. 

Guy Seydel, Boilermakers Local 374, and 
Ross Gluth, Roofers Local 26, were presented 
with the George Meany Award for their signifi-
cant contributions to the youth of their commu-
nities through their involvement with the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

The President’s Award was presented to 
Chuck Jones, USW Local 1999, for his dedi-
cation to the labor movement and his note-
worthy service to the organization. Chuck is 
worthy of the honor bestowed upon him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in congratulating 
these dedicated, honorable, and exemplary 
citizens, while commending all of the hard-
working union men and women throughout 
America. They have shown commitment and 
courage toward their pursuits, and I am proud 
to represent each of them in Washington, DC. 

RECOGNIZING THE JACKSONVILLE 
CITIZENS POLICE ACADEMY AND 
THE POLICEMAN’S BALL 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the Jacksonville, Illinois Citizens Po-
lice Academy (CPA) Alumni Association, as 
they celebrate their 6th annual Policeman’s 
Ball to honor the brave members of the police 
force in our community. 

Since 1999, the CPA has recruited and 
trained citizens to join their alumni association, 
which provides assistance to the Jacksonville 
Police Department and the community at 
large. Throughout the year, members of the 
alumni association assist the Jacksonville Po-
lice Department with traffic control, parking for 
events, and park patrol. 

Every year, the CPA Alumni Association 
host the Policeman’s Ball to honor all Central 
Illinois’ policemen and women. The Police-
man’s Ball is a celebration of the dedication 
and service our brave policemen and women 
give to our community. This year, the CPA is 
recognizing Jean Jumper, the Executive Direc-
tor of the West Central Mass Transit District, 
with the Civilian Community Service of the 
Year Award. Under Jean’s leadership, West 
Central Mass Transit found a way to keep 
buses running when the Illinois state govern-
ment was unable to provide funding. I am 
grateful for her service to West Central Illinois 
and her community. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to the 
Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association 
on their years of service and applaud the ef-
forts to recognize the sacrifice of Central Illi-
nois officers with the 6th annual Policeman’s 
Ball. 

f 

HONORING LARRY JOE MILLER 
(1943–2017) 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor the life of Larry Joe 
Miller, artist-in-residence for the City of Holly-
wood, Florida. Larry served our nation in the 
United States Air Force where he earned a 
distinguished record of overseas service. 

A true renaissance man, Larry was re-
nowned for his music and art. He was known 
in South Florida as ‘‘Mr. Rockabilly’’ from his 
50 years as a touring musician. During his 
touring days, he played with several popular 
bands, including the Thingies, Larry Joe Miller 
and the Rockabilly Rockets, and the Delu-
sions. He was a lifelong artist who delighted 
Hollywood residents and all who visited. 

As artist-in-residence, he hosted weekly 
community art events, including classes for 
students in need and his famous ‘‘Paint for 
Fun’’ nights, which allowed hundreds of South 
Florida residents to paint for free in Hollywood 
ArtsPark. 

Above all, Larry was a beloved husband 
and father who impacted the lives of all who 
knew him. He is survived by his wife Amy; his 
sons Clay, Tyler, John Paul (Shelli), and Den-
nis (Stacy); and his grandchildren Aradia, 
Olivia, Phoenix, Owen, Quinn, Jessica, and 
Jason. 

The City of Hollywood and the entire South 
Florida family lost an icon who will be sorely 
missed; however, I am confident Larry Joe 
Miller’s legacy will live on through his work 
and the lessons he taught so many in our 
community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FOOD AND 
FARM ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, Congress 
will once again take up the Farm Bill—a mas-
sive piece of legislation governing U.S. agri-
cultural policies that is debated every five 
years. The Farm Bill affects everything from 
human health to the environment, from our na-
tional debt to the price of a gallon of milk. I’ve 
long argued that it is one of the most impor-
tant bills that Congress regularly considers. 

Time and time again, I’ve watched big agri-
culture businesses dominate Farm Bill nego-
tiations, with the voices of those. who care 
about small and mid-sized farmers, conserva-
tion, research, and healthy food drowned out. 
Frustrated by the process, I’ve spent the past 
two years asking Oregon’s farmers and ranch-
ers, people in health care, nutrition, conserva-
tion, food processing and distribution, local 
government, and education, what they think 
the Farm Bill should look like. 

There is clear consensus that Congress 
really can do better when it comes to our na-
tion’s food policy, but that will require a strong-
er, more unified approach. 

Today, I am introducing an alternative Farm 
Bill, the Food and Farm Act. My bill follows 
four key principles to reforming our nation’s 
food policies—focusing resources on those 
who need it most, fostering innovation, en-
couraging investments in people and the plan-
et, and ensuring access to healthy foods. The 
legislation gets rid of certain expensive and in-
efficient subsidy programs so they can’t be 
abused by wealthy agribusinesses. It also 
doubles funding to support environmental pro-
tection, invests in helping new and socially 
disadvantaged farmers, and ensures animals 
are more humanely treated. 

I’m looking forward to continuing the con-
versation in the coming months to make sure 
that Congress sets a food and farm policy that 
works for everyone. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MAJOR WIL-
LIAM ‘‘BILL’’ J. GOLEMBIEWSKI 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Major William ‘‘Bill’’ J. 
Golembiewski for his exemplary dedication to 
duty and service as an Army Congressional 
Fellow and Congressional Budget Liaison for 
the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Financial 
Management and Comptroller). Major 
Golembiewski is transitioning from his present 
assignment to serve as an operations officer 
for the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, The Old 
Guard. 
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A native of Southern California, Major 

Golembiewski was commissioned as an infan-
try officer after his graduation from California 
State University, Fullerton with a Bachelor of 
Science degree. He also has a Master’s de-
gree in Legislative Affairs from the George 
Washington University. 

Golembiewski has served in a broad range 
of assignments during his Army career. He 
served as the Alpha Company and later as the 
Heavy Weapons Airborne Platoon Leader for 
the 173rd Airborne Brigade in Vicenza, Italy. 
As the Heavy Weapons Platoon Leader, Major 
Golembiewski deployed to Afghanistan in 
2007. After his tour, Major Golembiewski was 
assigned to Southern California, where he 
served as the operations officer for the U.S. 
Army Recruiting Battalion—Southern California 
and later commanded the Riverside Company 
in the U.S. Army Recruiting Battalion. 

In 2012, Major Golembiewski left for his 
second deployment to Afghanistan where he 
commanded the Bravo Troop, 6–1 Cavalry of 
the 1st Striker Brigade Combat Team. After 
two successful company command assign-
ments, he served as an operations officer for 
the 1st Striker Brigade, 1st Armor Division. In 
that assignment he was nominated and se-
lected for the U.S. Army Congressional Fel-
lowship Program. 

In 2015, as an Army Congressional Fellow, 
I had the privilege of working with Major 
Golembiewski in my office for a year and dur-
ing his subsequent assignment as a Congres-
sional Budget Liaison for the U.S. Army. Major 
Golembiewski worked tirelessly with Members 
of Congress and their staffs to accurately ar-
ticulate the Army’s budget positions to the Ap-
propriations Committees. His professionalism, 
diligence, and commitment to the mission are 
unmatched, and his work both as a fellow and 
as a liaison very effectively represented the 
U.S. Army and the Department of Defense to 
the United States Congress. 

The foundation of Major Golembiewski mili-
tary success is his family. He is a devoted 
husband to his wife, Ginger, and committed 
father to his daughter, Sienna, and his son, 
Grant. The Golembiewski family’s commitment 
to this nation is a testament of the Army’s val-
ues. They best exemplify the spirit of selfless 
service, and their care for others permeates in 
every aspects of their lives. 

Throughout his career, Major Golembiewski 
has positively impacted soldiers, peers, and 
superiors. Our country has benefited tremen-
dously from his extraordinary leadership, judg-
ment, and passion. I join my colleagues today 
in honoring his dedication to our Nation and 
invaluable service to the United States Con-
gress as an Army Congressional Liaison. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a genuine pleas-
ure to have worked with Major Bill 
Golembiewski over the last three years. On 
behalf of a grateful nation, I join my col-
leagues today in recognizing and commending 
Bill for his service to our country, and we wish 
him all the best as he continues his service in 
the United States Army. 

SALUTE TO C.A.R.S. RACING FOR A 
CAUSE 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, on December 10, 
2017, C.A.R.S. Racing for a Cause, Inc. will 
hold its final Charity 200 race event after 
twelve years of helping children and families 
who are facing serious and terminal illness in 
Central Florida. 

C.A.R.S. Racing for a Cause Inc. was 
founded in 2006 by Carla, Amanda, Rick and 
Sara Bristol of Orlando, Florida. That is what 
C.A.R.S. stands for. At that time Rick, a life-
long racing enthusiast, met a family with a 
child suffering from leukemia. Wanting very 
much to help this little boy, who was an avid 
fan of monster trucks; Rick used his contacts 
in the racing industry to pull together a 200 lap 
charity truck race and raised about $6500 to 
help this little boy and his family pay for his 
treatments. 

Since then C.A.R.S. Racing for a Cause has 
been helping families in need hosting a num-
ber of charitable events throughout the year 
which culminate in one big racing weekend 
event called the Charity 200. Every year 
C.A.R.S. board of directors selects two or 
more families with serious medical needs and 
dedicates the year’s events to raising funds to 
help them through difficult times. 

In 2012, Rick enlisted the help of friend and 
NASCAR Truck Series winning driver Joey 
Coulter, and parents Joe & Susan Coulter, to 
help grow and promote the Charity 200 race 
weekend. Working together, Rick and Joey 
have raised over $275,000 to help 30 Florida 
families to date. At the conclusion of this 
year’s event, 33 families, and over $300,000 
will have been raised and distributed to help 
those in need. 

This year, C.A.R.S. will be helping Gianna 
Palazzolo, a six year old girl from Bartow FL, 
who was seriously injured in a car accident; 
Kaitlynn Swanbeck of Auburndale FL, age six-
teen and has a serious back disease; and 
Shaunna Posey-Cajigas of Titusville FL, a 
twenty-seven year old mother with a five year 
old son who is battling stage 4 thyroid cancer. 

Special thanks also go to Don Nerone & 
Robert Hart who allowed Rick to begin the 
Charity 200 event at Orlando Speedworld in 
2006. In 2012, the event was moved to 
Auburndale Speedway where Rex and Colette 
Guy, Ken & Charlotte Hyatt donated the use 
of the facility, paid the insurance and helped 
grow the event each year. 

Rick and Joey have had the following board 
members along with Rick’s family these 12 
years: Butch and Barbara Pierce, Chad and 
Nicole Pierce, and Eric Reynolds. They have 
all labored with love to help children and fami-
lies facing these diseases and tough times. 
Many other loyal friends and family have vol-
unteered to help make all these events pos-
sible. 

Their mission has been ‘‘And of some have 
compassion, making a difference.’’ Jude 22. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting 
C.A.R.S. Racing for a Cause, and all those 
who have helped make their events 
successful. 

IN HONOR OF JOSEPH M. DEFFNER 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to recognize and honor the life of a dedi-
cated husband, father, mentor, and community 
leader from The Woodlands, TX: Joseph Mi-
chael Deffner. 

Born and raised in New Orleans, Joe 
Deffner spent his early years in Louisiana be-
fore moving to The Woodlands and becoming 
a true Texan. 

As a child, Joe was a member of the Saint 
Edward the Confessor Church Cub Scout 
Pack 496 in Metairie, Louisiana. Many years 
later, Joe imparted this love of scouting to his 
own three sons: Justin, Brett, and Jackson, 
who remained active in scouting throughout 
their teenage years. 

Ultimately, Joe dedicated ten years of his 
life to the local scouting program at St. Simon 
and Jude’s Catholic Church, in The Wood-
lands, TX, including a three-year stint as the 
Scoutmaster of Troop 204, one of the largest 
troops in the Tall Timbers District. 

Devoted to the advancement and leadership 
development of his sons and the many scouts 
under his leadership, Joe personally led three 
scout trips to High Adventure Bases across 
the country, and under his guidance, thirty-two 
scouts attained the rank of Eagle Scout, the 
highest achievement in the Boy Scouts of 
America. Joe’s hard work and dedication was 
rewarded in 2014, when he was recognized as 
the Tall Timber District’s ‘‘Outstanding Scout 
Leader’’. 

In addition to his community involvement, 
Joe built a successful career in finance. Highly 
respected in his field, Joe’s career led him to 
work for industry giants, such as Citi Global 
Commodities, Amaranth, Enron Corp, and 
UBS. In 2013, Joe filled a new role as the 
Managing Director of HPS Investment Part-
ners LLC in Houston, TX. 

Joe’s dedication to his wife, Lisa Bills, and 
his sons, Justin, Brett, and Jackson provides 
a stellar example of a loving husband and fa-
ther—an example that deserves to be recog-
nized and emulated by all who hear of his 
story. I am certain that Joe’s entire family, in-
cluding his mother and father, Mary and Jo-
seph; his sister, Cheryl; his niece and neph-
ews, Maia, Liam, and Aidan; his mother-in- 
law, Donna; and brothers-in-law, John and 
Eric will sorely miss his quick wit and lively 
personality. 

It is my honor to join Joe’s family, friends, 
and the entire community of The Woodlands, 
TX, to recognize Joe’s lifetime of dedicated 
service. Joe passed away on November 7, 
2017, and he will be truly missed. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SECURING 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY FIREARMS ACT OF 2017 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, in January 
2010, the Department of Homeland Security 
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(DHS) Office of Inspector General (OIG) re-
ported that 289 firearms issued to DHS offi-
cers were lost between fiscal years 2006 and 
2008. While some reported losses were due to 
circumstances beyond the control of DHS offi-
cers, the majority of the losses occurred be-
cause firearms were not properly secured. The 
OIG identified that the lack of Department- 
wide firearm policy was a major reason why 
firearms were not secured. 

In October 2017, the OIG reported that de-
spite DHS’s efforts following the 2010 report to 
establish enhanced controls and monitoring, 
personnel still did not properly safeguard fire-
arms and other sensitive assets. Specifically, 
DHS reported that between fiscal years 2014 
and 2016 the Department lost a total of 228 
firearms, 1,889 badges, and 25 immigration 
stamps. The OIG reported that 57 percent of 
the reports of lost firearms and sensitive as-
sets that it reviewed involved officers who did 
not properly safeguard their sensitive asset 
and 23 percent of the reports did not include 
sufficient detail to determine whether the office 
properly safeguarded the asset. The October 
report detailed ongoing problems within DHS 
that contribute to failures to safeguard firearms 
and sensitive assets, including insufficient 
tracking and recording mechanisms, insuffi-
cient guidance over badges, and poor over-
sight and enforcement policies. 

The Securing Department of Homeland Se-
curity Firearms Act of 2017 ensures that the 
Department establishes effective safeguards 
and controls over firearms and other sensitive 
assets that are issued to DHS officers. This 
legislation requires the Under Secretary for 
Management of the Department of Homeland 
Security to develop a Department-wide direc-
tive for achieving adequate security over fire-
arms and other sensitive assets across the 
Department. The directive must include re-
quirements for securing Department-issued 
firearms and other sensitive assets and report-
ing and recordkeeping requirements for lost 
firearms or sensitive assets. Moreover, this bill 
mandates that heads of DHS components pro-
vide personnel with training and guidance on 
how to adhere to safeguarding requirements 
and, in the event a firearm is lost or stolen, 
how to properly report the loss or theft. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RON GOLDSTEIN 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a good friend and great edu-
cational leader in Eastern Connecticut, Mr. 
Ron Goldstein, who is stepping down after a 
long and distinguished career on the Board of 
Education in the town of Colchester, CT. 

Mr. Goldstein is a local hero in Colchester. 
He was raised in the town, graduated from 
Colchester’s Bacon Academy in 1985, at-
tended Brandeis University and obtained his 
law degree from Harvard. In 1992, Mr. Gold-
stein returned to his native Colchester and 
made his home there. Shortly thereafter he 
was recruited to serve in town government by 
the former first selectwoman and my former 
district director, the late Jenny Contois. He 
began on the town’s Charter Adoption Com-
mission and spent the next 24 years serving 

the town in various positions, including 16 
years as a member of the Board of Finance 
and eight as the chairman of the Colchester 
Board of Education. He is a tireless champion 
of quality education and is deeply committed 
to his community. Mr. Goldstein is also on the 
Boards of the Colchester Library, the Collabo-
rative for Colchester’s Children, and the 
Colchester Community Theatre. He’s even 
performed in several plays. Ron is a man of 
deep faith and active at his synagogue, 
Colchester Ahavath Achim. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me particular pleasure 
to praise Ron’s record, because I am a Demo-
crat and Ron is a Republican and yet we 
never once over the 12 years I have known 
him ever discussed town or national issues 
through the lens of party politics. His focus 
has always been what’s best for Colchester 
and our nation. That, Mr. Speaker, is exactly 
the kind of public service our nation needs 
and his example is an inspiring one, particu-
larly at a time when politics and government 
are facing a crisis of confidence in the public 
at large. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to please 
rise to thank Ron for his years of dedication to 
the Colchester community. Although his lead-
ership as chairman of the Board of Education 
will surely be missed, I am confident that his 
commitment to Colchester will continue in the 
years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF CAMP LEE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
50th Anniversary of Camp Lee in Anniston, 
Alabama. 

The original campsite was purchased in 
1930 by the Choccolocco Council, Boy Scouts 
of America, and maintained as a boy scout 
camp from 1931 to 1965 as Camp Zinn. This 
site was selected by General R.E. Noble and 
C.H. Young, Sr. for the Choccolocco Council. 
General Henry Zinn, who died in 1924, willed 
$10,000 for the purchase of the property. 

As a result of the Boy Scouts’ purchase of 
a new campsite in Dekalb County, Camp Zinn 
was for sale. On August 11, 1966, the Official 
Board of the First United Methodist Church ac-
cepted a gift of 1,000 shares of Phelps Dodge 
Corporation common stock from Mr. Arthur H. 
Lee, who the camp would later be named for. 

At a September First United Methodist 
Church Anniston Quarterly Church Con-
ference, a loan of $65,000 was authorized to 
purchase Camp Zinn from the Boy Scouts. In 
February of 1967, a loan was secured with the 
stock that Mr. Lee had given the church. The 
loan was satisfied and the stock redeemed. 

At the time of purchase, the camp consisted 
of just the dining hall and kitchen, Green 
Lodge, the Guest House and several old tent 
sites and out-houses. In addition to the origi-
nal buildings, the main lake across from the 
dining hall and the one-acre lake in Village 2 
were already at the camp. 

Since the purchase, the cabins, pool, addi-
tional lodges and roads have been built. Sev-
eral other properties have been added to the 

camp since 1966 including Holly Springs Bap-
tist Church property, the Kiker House and Lee 
Farm area. Camp Lee now consists of 382 
acres. 

Camp Lee provides a facility for those who 
seek Christ in an outdoor environment. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the 50th Anniversary of Camp Lee. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. RUBIE ELLA 
NIXON SCHUMPERT 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a great South Carolinian and accom-
plished educator who will celebrate her 100th 
birthday on November 22nd. 

Mrs. Rubie Ella Nixon Schumpert is the third 
of nine children born to Mr. Sumter Nixon and 
Mrs. Ella Bell Suber Nixon on November 22, 
1917. She received her elementary education 
in South Carolina and Maryland, and her high 
school education at Harbison Institute in Irmo, 
South Carolina where she was class valedic-
torian. 

She attended Barber-Scotia and Benedict 
colleges and obtained her Masters of Edu-
cation degree from South Carolina State Col-
lege. She did further studies at Wake Forest 
University and the University of South Caro-
lina. Mrs. Schumpert earned certification in six 
areas of study: Elementary Education, Social 
Studies, English, Mathematics, French and 
Counseling. 

Mrs. Schumpert began her professional ca-
reer in Lexington County, South Carolina, 
where she served as an elementary and high 
school teacher, head teacher and elementary 
school principal. Later in her career, she 
worked in Richland County School District 
One at C.A. Johnson High School as a guid-
ance counselor and was chair of the Math De-
partment. While at C.A. Johnson, Mrs. 
Schumpert co-authored a mathematics text-
book through a federal grant for non-college 
bound students through the University of 
South Carolina. 

She recorded television lessons for the U.S. 
military to help young soldiers achieve suc-
cess in algebra courses. She also served on 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS) committees evaluating schools across 
the state of South Carolina. Upon retiring from 
the District One School System, Mrs. 
Schumpert worked at Benedict College as a 
professor of mathematics for ten years. She 
has long been active in the community serving 
on numerous professional and civic organiza-
tions. 

Mrs. Schumpert was married to the late 
John Barton Schumpert, and they had two 
daughters, La Verne S. (Alphonso) Bassard 
and LaMaris S. Mack. She also has four 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I began my professional ca-
reer as a classroom teacher in the public 
schools of South Carolina, and I have always 
revered the profession of educator, especially 
those at the grade school level. I am honored 
to pay tribute to this great educator, Mrs. 
Rubie Ella Nixon Schumpert and ask that you 
and my colleagues join me in wishing her a 
happy 100th birthday. 
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OUR PILGRIMS PRIDE 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I include in 
the RECORD a poem, on behalf of Albert Carey 
Caswell, to honor the men and women of the 
Armed Forces and their families on this 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

OUR PILGRIMS PRIDE 

Our Pilgrims pride 
In this Thanksgiving time 
All across our country side 
As our Nation takes the time 
To so look deep down inside 
And reflect and give thanks for this year 

gone by 
As we thank our Lord God on high 
And the men and women of 
The Armed Forces and their families who 

fight and die 
For all our freedoms to provide 
Holding our families to our sides 
We give thanks for all our lives 
And the freedom and peace upon which our 

Nation relies 
As a great feast of thanks is prepared by our 

loved ones upon which to dine 
While, the fire places proving such warmth 

inside 
As all across our Nation out at football 

games we cry 
As we give thanks as we reflect back at the 

Pilgrim’s pride 
Who for their blessings so took the time 
But, some families on this holiday will never 

be close 
With one less seat at the dinner table to host 
Who over the years have lost their precious 

loved ones who meant the most 
Who fought on battlefields of honor from 

coast to coast 
While, others sit around the dinner table 

without arms and legs and eyes 
All because of that magnificence which 

burns deep down inside 
While, thousands of miles away, 
heroes are separated from their loved ones in 

harms way 
Whose mommies and daddies can’t be home 

today 
For all of us, 
to them and their families we give thanks 

this day 
All so the price of freedom can be paid 
So this Thanksgiving hold your family close 
And remember what means the most 
And give thanks to all of those 
The Magnificent men and women and fami-

lies of The Armed Forces defend us so 
On this day our Pilgrim’s Pride of thanks we 

give all of those 

f 

HONORING TIMOTHY J. FARLEY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mr. Timothy J. Farley 
upon the occasion of being recognized by the 
Council for Advancement and Support of Edu-
cation with their annual leadership award. 

Mr. Farley was born on a military base in 
Europe and was raised in Martinez, California. 
He earned his associate’s degree from Diablo 
Valley College and his bachelor’s degree from 

the University of California, Davis. He was 
elected to the Martinez City Council in 1990 
and reelected in 1994. He is currently the Di-
rector of Community and Government Rela-
tions for Saint Mary’s College in Moraga, Cali-
fornia. 

The Council for Advancement and Support 
of Education (CASE) recognizes two individ-
uals from across the country for their out-
standing advocacy work on behalf of edu-
cational institutions. CASE is honoring Mr. 
Farley for his work and leadership in elevating 
the profile of Saint Mary’s College among Cali-
fornia legislators and staff. Mr. Farley’s col-
leagues praise him for having excellent com-
munication skills and for building first class 
partnerships and an effective community rela-
tions program. 

In addition, to his work at St. Mary’s Col-
lege, Mr. Farley is dedicated to community 
service. In 1978, the Martinez Chamber of 
Commerce honored Mr. Farley as Young Man 
of the Year for ‘‘Outstanding Contribution to 
the Community.’’ He was appointed to the 
United States Electoral College in 1996. He 
has written a public affairs column for the Mar-
tinez-Pleasant Hill Record. He is the founder 
of the Luncheon Society, a public affairs 
roundtable. Mr. Farley is a longtime advocate 
for veterans and nontraditional students. 

Mr. Speaker, Timothy J. Farley is very de-
serving of this recognition by virtue of his lead-
ership, commitment, and passion for service. I 
am proud to have such a man working and liv-
ing in our community, and I’m honored to call 
him my friend. It is therefore fitting and proper 
that we honor him here today. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL CHARLES D 
(DAVE) JONES, USAF (RET) 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the contributions of Colo-
nel Charles (Dave) Jones of Medical Lake, 
Washington. 

Colonel Dave Jones has lived a life of serv-
ice. A Veteran of Vietnam, Korea, and World 
War II, Col. Jones answered his nation’s call, 
served valiantly, and has made a tremendous 
impact. In World War II, as a commander of 
the 340th Training Battalion, he was respon-
sible for ensuring that our airmen were trained 
to effectively and safely serve their country in 
the skies over Europe. An officer in the United 
States Air Force, he served as commander of 
Fairchild Air Force Base and retired here in 
Spokane in the 1970s. 

Colonel Jones continued to be an active 
and important member of the Spokane com-
munity. Among his numerous activities, Colo-
nel Jones served as a member of the Lilac 
Festival Board of Directors and was instru-
mental in bringing the Expo ‘74 to Spokane. 
Colonel Jones and his wife Margaret have 
been active in the local veterans community, 
helping to illustrate the unique issues faced by 
veterans in Eastern Washington. 

Colonel Jones once challenged me to be a 
part of the 5 percent of any organization who 
gets the job done. This is the example he set 
for all of us. 

Colonel Jones is a man we admire, and we 
owe him our gratitude for his lifelong contribu-
tions to our nation and to Spokane. 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF CHILLICOTHE, OHIO 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to celebrate the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Rotary Club of Chillicothe, Ohio. 

From its founding at the Clinton House Drug 
Store in 1917, countless members of our Chil-
licothe community have been called by the 
Club’s motto ‘‘Service above Self,’’ and de-
sired to spread goodwill to their neighbors. 

The Club initially focused its energy on sup-
porting the efforts surrounding World War I, 
such as the sale of Liberty Bonds, but soon 
was able to expand its efforts to improve other 
communities. In the early 1920s, the Chil-
licothe Rotary Club was essential in installing 
clubs in Ironton, Portsmouth, Washington 
Court House, Wellston, Circleville, Jackson, 
Lancaster, Logan, Nelsonville, and Greenfield. 
The impact of this organization throughout the 
15th District is immeasurable; like a pebble 
dropped in a pond, the ripples are far-reach-
ing. 

Over the past century, the Chillicothe Rotary 
Club has been involved in numerous initiatives 
and projects benefitting their community. From 
purchasing books for the Chillicothe Public Li-
brary in the 1940s, to supporting the building 
of a YMCA facility in the 1960s, fundraising for 
PolioPlus in the 1980s, and building a handi-
cap accessible shelter house in the 2000s, the 
Chillicothe Rotary Club has made our South-
ern Ohio community a better place. 

Today, the Chillicothe Rotary Club hosts an 
annual Pancake Day, supports students and 
advisors involved with Junior Achievement of 
Ross County, and provides many scholarships 
to area youth. I am extremely grateful to have 
all those involved for their continued efforts. 

Again, I wish to congratulate President John 
O’Connor and the entire Chillicothe Rotary 
Club upon this historic milestone, and convey 
my most sincere appreciation for their ability to 
place ‘‘Service above Self.’’ 

f 

COMMEMORATING CENTRAL 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL FOR RE-
CEIVING THE NATIONAL BLUE 
RIBBON 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to honor Central Catholic High School in 
Bloomington, Illinois for receiving the U.S. De-
partment of Education National Blue Ribbon. 

Since 1982, the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation has awarded the Blue Ribbon to 
schools across the country based on their 
overall academic excellence. This year, 342 
schools across the nation were awarded the 
National Blue Ribbon, including Central Catho-
lic High School. Central Catholic High School 
prides itself on their academic excellence and 
a proactive student body. As an institution 
rooted in Catholic values, Central Catholic is 
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committed to reinforcing the principals of 
Christian service, responsibility to the commu-
nity, and respect for life. 

Additionally, Central Catholic High School 
was named one of the most academically 
challenging schools in Illinois by the Wash-
ington Post in 2017. Led by Principal Sean 
Foster, the faculty has developed an effective 
curriculum to meet the academic needs of all 
students which prepares them to pursue high-
er education and professional careers. 

It is an honor to represent the students, fac-
ulty, and administrators at Central Catholic 
High School. Their dedication to education, 
and their students, makes them a deserving 
recipient of the National Blue Ribbon, and 
more importantly, an example for schools all 
across the nation. 

f 

REMARKS AT THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY CELEBRATION OF THE U.S. 
COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to include 
in the RECORD these remarks I recently made 
to commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights: 

I’m standing with Chairman Castro from 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights in a vil-
lage called Taholah. It’s the lower reserva-
tion of the Quinault Indian Nation. The na-
tion’s President, Fawn Sharp, takes us up a 
slight incline as we look out at the Pacific 
Ocean. ‘‘When I was a kid,’’ she says, ‘‘The 
ocean was a football field’s length away. Now 
it’s our front porch.’’ 

She explains that her village has been 
there since time immemorial. But in recent 
years, it has begun to see the threats of ris-
ing sea levels and more severe storms—not 
to mention the threat of tsunami. She points 
out that village is below sea level—which 
wasn’t a problem in past generations. But 
now, on numerous occasions, the sea wall 
has breached and their village has filled up 
like a bowl. 

That story—and the stories of the four 
other tribes in my district that—as we sit 
here today are in the process of trying to 
move to higher ground—deserves to be heard. 
And it is why I’m grateful to Mr. Castro and 
to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights for 
listening. 

Billy Frank, a Native American civil 
rights icon, provided vital direction to those 
who needed to be heard, who wanted to advo-
cate. He would say, ‘‘tell your story, tell 
your story.’’ Storytelling is essential for 
change. 

But in order for change to happen, some-
one needs to hear that story, and listen to 
the people telling it. Too often, there is no 
one listening when communities of color or 
disadvantaged populations tell their story. 
That’s why the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights is so important. For 60 years, the US. 
Commission on Civil Rights has listened. 
And they’ve detailed, in sharp focus, the in-
equity tribal communities across the nation 
face, in addition to many other injustices. 

In a 2003 report called The Quiet Crisis, 
they showed our government’s systemic fail-
ure to live up to its treaty obligations with 
tribal communities. I am grateful for the 
work they’re doing to update that report. 

I want to tell you another one of the sto-
ries we heard. One of the tribal leaders 

shared his story. He said, ‘‘Do you want the 
good news or the bad news?’’ I said, ‘‘Let’s 
hear the good news!’’ He said, ‘‘Every one of 
our high schoolers graduated this past year.’’ 
I said, ‘‘So what’s the bad news?’’ He then 
shared that, for the first time, the state of 
Washington was requiring that students take 
the state mandated exam over the internet. 
He said, ‘‘We don’t have high speed inter-
net.’’ He said, ‘‘We tried a sample test. We 
shut down every computer in the school ex-
cept two.’’ It’s one of those exams where you 
answer ten questions and then click next 
page. He said, ‘‘We tried it. It took a minute 
and 44 seconds to get to the next page.’’ So 
that’s not going to work. 

Sadly—that tribe, too, is not alone. Many 
of the coastal tribes lack the basic 
broadband that many of us take for granted. 
It doesn’t just create a barrier to first re-
sponders, and to folks who want to start a 
business, or to kids who need to pass a test. 

It’s a civil rights problem. 
According to the FCC approximately 63 

percent of Tribal land residents lack access 
to strong broadband. Only 17 percent of the 
rest of the nation faces a similar challenge. 

This isn’t the only challenge tribal com-
munities face. We know they have a higher 
rate of substance abuse issues than the gen-
eral population, they have lower graduation 
rates, they have underfunded schools and po-
lice forces and many areas lack the eco-
nomic development opportunities necessary 
to provide families with a quality income. 

These are real problems, and too often 
these communities are ignored. But the U.S. 
Commission on Civil rights is listening. And 
they’re amplifying quiet voices. 

I am pleased with the fact that the Com-
mission is working on an update to the Quiet 
Crisis Report. When it’s completed, it can 
provide a roadmap for Congress and for the 
Administration to address problems that are 
too often unnoticed. And the Commission is 
listening to other communities too. 

Your work is a big part of the reason a 
hate crimes bill recently passed out of the 
House Judiciary Committee. And your re-
porting is driving the House’s discussion on 
voting rights. 

So let me just end by saying thank you. 
Thank you all for having me today. Thank 
you Dr. Hayden and the Library of Congress 
for curating such a powerful exhibit. On be-
half of my constituents, and on behalf of ev-
eryone else who is telling their story. Thank 
you. 

And to the Commission—Thank you for lis-
tening. Thank you for shining a light on in-
justice and disparity. And thank you for 
working to ensure that our nation keeps its 
promise to all of its citizens. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ST. HELENA STAR 
AND NAPA VALLEY VINTNERS 
TASTING PANEL 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the St. Helena Star and 
Napa Valley Vintners Tasting Panel upon the 
occasion of their 10th Anniversary of informing 
wine lovers with thoughtful information about 
Napa Valley wines. 

In 2007, David Stoneberg from the St. Hel-
ena Star, Terry Hall from the Napa Valley 
Vintners and Stefan Blicker from Blicker, 
Pierce and Wagner Wine created the Tasting 

Panel. Each month, the 20 to 25 person panel 
hosts a wine tasting and judging. This commu-
nity tradition has helped journalists and the 
wine community build stronger relationships. 

In March 2017, the Editor & Publisher, a 
trade publication for the newspaper industry, 
recognized the Tasting Panel in their article, 
‘‘10 Newspapers that Do It Right.’’ This article 
praised the Tasting Panel for creating ‘‘a bet-
ter way to report on the wines they were rec-
ommending to readers.’’ 

The Tasting Panel has held more than 100 
tastings of Napa Valley wines. The articles 
that journalists write about these tastings help 
consumers learn about wine and appreciate 
the hard working winemakers in our commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, the St. Helena Star and Napa 
Valley Vintners Tasting Panel has been pro-
viding quality information to our community 
about Napa Valley wines for the past 10 
years. I am proud to have such a great tradi-
tion to showcase the best wine in the world. 
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor 
them here today. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and missed a vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 636. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND MILI-
TARY SERVICE OF BROUGHTON 
HAND 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of World War II veteran 
Broughton ‘‘Brodie’’ Hand who passed away 
on October 27, 2017 at 97 years of age. 

Brodie was born in 1920 to Baptist minister, 
Rev. and Mrs. L. J. Hand. Brodie, the middle 
son out of 5 boys and 1 girl, came to Ana-
huac, TX in 1924. He attended Anahuac High 
School where he was voted Best All Around 
his senior year in 1939. After graduation, 
Brodie enrolled in Marshall College which is 
now East Texas Baptist University. When 
World War II began, Brodie felt the call to 
serve his country and left college to enlist in 
the United States Army on October 15, 1942. 
He volunteered for the paratroopers and went 
to jump training at Ft. Blanding, FL. After jump 
school he was assigned to the 508th Regi-
ment of the 82nd Airborne Division with C 
Company. He was shipped to Belfast, Ireland 
for more training and then to Nottingham, Eng-
land where they were stationed at the foot of 
Nottingham Castle. Since the company was 
short on demolition sergeants, Brodie was 
trained for the job before he was shipped to 
France. On the night of June 5, 1944, 
Broughton Hand prepared to go to war. 

The mission given to the 82nd Airborne 
when they landed in France was to seal off 
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the bridges on the Douve and Merderet Riv-
ers. Problems started early when the planes 
ran into a fog bank that nearly made them run 
into each other. After veering from their 
planned flight pattern to avoid collision, the 
82nd Airborne had to jump in an area far from 
the one they had prepared for. Brodie jumped 
from about 600 feet up and as soon as his 
chute opened he was landing in the tops of 
the trees. He managed to cut his chute loose 
and met up with other men in his company 
headed northeast. They came across Douve 
River where they attempted to blow the 
bridge, but could not due to increased German 
activity in the area. Brodie and his men were 
able to take three German’s as prisoners, 
which would prove to save their lives. On June 
9th, Brodie and his squad went back to blow 
the bridge, but instead ran into a German tank 
on the way. After running out of ammunition, 
Brodie’s Lieutenant got one of their German 
prisoners to call out ‘‘we surrender’’ in Ger-
man. Brodie spent the next 11 months as a 
Prisoner of War. He worked, as a POW, 
cleaning up bombed cities and working in coal 
mines. He was finally able to send a pre-typed 
postcard to his parents informing them that he 
was a POW over 70 days after his capture. 
On April 22, 1945, Brodie was at a hospital in 
Nuremberg, Germany recovering from a leg 
injury when General Patton’s troops swept 
through the area returning him to American 
hands. Broughton returned to Anahuac, after 
the end of the war, and married Lillian, his 
wife of 66 years. Together they had three chil-
dren, Phoebe, Myra and Lynn. Throughout his 
life, he worked as a salesman for different 
companies. Brodie upheld his civic duty proud-
ly and stayed active in his community and 
church until his death last month. He was past 
Commander of the Texas Golden Triangle 
Chapter of EX-POWs, past Commander of the 
Disabled American Veterans, a member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, a member of the 
order of the Purple Heart, and past Com-
mander of the Freeman Spath Post 104 of the 
American Legion with continuous membership 
of over 70 years. He served on the Governor’s 
Prisoner of War Advisory Committee, and was 
the Chambers County Veterans Service Offi-
cer for 13 years. 

Broughton Hand lived a full honorable life 
devoted to his family, country and God. It is a 
privilege to have been able to represent such 
a person in my District. I want to extend my 
thanks to him and his family for their selfless 
service and will keep them in my prayers. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 91ST BIRTHDAY 
OF JULIUS GRADY COX 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
91st birthday of Julius Grady Cox. 

Grady was born to Annie and George Cox 
on December 3rd in Ayden, North Carolina. 
One of five children, Grady graduated high 
school at the age of 16 and joined the U.S. 
Navy as a medical corpsman in WWII. He was 
selected for Naval ROTC at Alabama Poly-
technic Institute (API), now Auburn University, 
where he met his late wife Jean Ransom. 

Grady earned degrees from API in Chemical 
Engineering and Mathematics and his doc-
torate in Industrial Engineering at Purdue Uni-
versity. Grady served at Auburn University as 
full professor, Dean of the College of Engi-
neering and Executive Vice President. 

Grady was also involved in the community 
and was a member of the Rotary Club, Civitan 
Club and Kiwanis Club. He is a member of 
Auburn United Methodist Church. 

On December 3rd, he will celebrate his 91st 
birthday as well as enjoy ‘‘Grady Cox Day’’ in 
the City of Auburn, Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing 
Grady a very happy 91st birthday. 

f 

HONORING WOMEN’S 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP DAY 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak in honor of Women’s Entrepreneurship 
Day which is celebrated around the world 
each year on November 19th. In honor of this 
day, I am introducing a resolution to recognize 
November 19, 2017 as ‘‘A Day in Honor of 
Women Entrepreneurs’’. 

Women are majority owners of 9.9 million 
American businesses which generate $1.4 tril-
lion in annual sales and employ more than 8.4 
million workers. Ninety-nine percent of 
women-owned businesses are small busi-
nesses, and 47 percent of all American minor-
ity-owned businesses are also women-owned. 
I applaud these women entrepreneurs and 
their economically-vital businesses. 

Today, I also applaud Wendy Diamond who 
has personally spearheaded the Women’s En-
trepreneurship Day movement. Since her cam-
paign launched in 2013, her Women’s Entre-
preneurship Day organization has funded 500 
Syrian refugee girls in Jordan so they could 
attend high school, launched an initiative in 
Oman to empower women and girls to vote 
against arranged marriage, and partnered with 
a Uruguayan university to offer scholarships to 
young women. Women’s Entrepreneurship 
Day is now celebrated in 144 countries and 65 
universities and colleges internationally, with 
numerous global ambassadors. The Women’s 
Entrepreneurship Day mission is to empower 
the four billion women worldwide to be cata-
lysts of change, and uplift the over 250 million 
girls living in poverty around the world. 

Tomorrow, Wendy will be hosting a Wom-
en’s Entrepreneurship Day event in New York 
City at the United Nations in order to em-
power, celebrate, and support women and 
girls globally to alleviate poverty. Joining her 
for this amazing event will be: Mikaila Ulmer— 
12-year-old founder of Me & The Bees Lem-
onade and successful Shark Tank contestant 
on ABC; Jesse Draper—founding partner of 
Halogen Ventures; Dia Simms—CEO of 
Combs Enterprises and Board Member of the 
Harlem Boys and Girls Club; and Baroness 
Sandip Verma—European Union External Af-
fairs Subcommittee Chair and Member of the 
House of Lords. 

In addition to bringing these incredible 
women together, Wendy and her organization 
will be honoring the following individuals with 
the following awards: 

Dottie Herman—Founder, President, and 
CEO of Douglas Elliman—Business Pioneer 
Award. 

Lucy Jarvis—First woman television pro-
ducer, Peabody Award winner—Media Pioneer 
Award. 

Suzanne Lerner—President and Co-Found-
er of Michael Stars, Board Member of Women 
Thrive Alliance—Fashion Pioneer Award. 

Sonia Gardner—President, Managing Part-
ner, and Co-Founder of Avenue Capital Group 
and Global Chair of the Board of 100 Women 
in Finance—Financial Pioneer Award. 

Bobbi Brown—CEO of Beauty Evolution and 
former CEO and Chief Creative Officer of 
Bobbi Brown Cosmetics—Beauty Pioneer 
Award. 

Muna Rihana Al-Nasser—Chairwoman of 
the UN Women for Peace Association—Phi-
lanthropy Pioneer Award. 

Judith Ripka—Luxury jewelry designer and 
founder of Judith Ripka—Accessories Pioneer 
Award. 

Angie Bastian—Founder and Board Member 
of Angie’s BOOMCHICKAPOP—Culinary Pio-
neer Award. 

Sara Bareilles—Singer, songwriter, six-time 
Grammy nominee, Broadway musical writer 
and composer—Music Pioneer Award. 

Andrea Kerzner—Founder and CEO of 
Lalela Project. Co-Creator of 
themoreweshare.com, and Director of the 
Board of Kerzner International Holdings—Artist 
Pioneer Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the entire House to rec-
ognize these remarkable role models, and to 
celebrate Women’s Entrepreneurship Day this 
year and every year moving forward. 

f 

HONORING EVELYN JAVIER 
CENTENO, RECIPIENT OF THE 
AMERICAN DREAM AWARD 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Ms. Evelyn Javier 
Centeno, whom I have selected to receive the 
American Dream Award. This award recog-
nizes the achievements of immigrants in my 
district who have made remarkable contribu-
tions to California’s 5th Congressional District 
communities in the areas of Arts and Culture, 
Professional Achievement, Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation, or Community Service. Ms. 
Centeno exemplifies these attributes and is 
very deserving of this award and recognition. 

Ms. Centeno was born in Manila, Republic 
of the Philippines and immigrated to the 
United States in 1971. Prior to leaving Manila, 
she earned a degree in Chemistry from the 
University of Santo Tomas. She earned three 
more degrees after moving to California. She 
received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in business administration from Golden Gate 
University, and she earned her Master of 
Science degree in Education from Chapman 
University. Ms. Centeno is the President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Inspire Learning In-
stitute, a nonprofit organization for educational 
empowerment. 

Prior to founding Inspire Learning Institute, 
Ms. Centeno worked in the fields of engineer-
ing and education. Through her leadership, In-
spire Learning Institute established a free 
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science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) summer camp and after school STEM 
enrichment programs. Since March 2013, they 
have served 2,000 students in Contra Costa 
County and disbursed $10,000 in scholarship 
funds. 

In addition to her work with Inspire Learning 
Institute, Ms. Centeno is an active member of 
her community in Martinez, California. She is 
a member of the East Bay Leadership Coun-
cil, founder and past president of the Filipino 
American Democratic Club, former president 
of the Martinez Citizens Oversight Committee 
and a former member of the Contra Costa 
Mental Health Commission. 

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Ms. Evelyn 
Javier Centeno for her achievements and for 
enriching our community. It is fitting and prop-
er that we honor her here today with the 
American Dream Award. 

f 

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF AN ACHIEVABLE 
DREAM 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor An Achievable Dream, which will be 
commemorating its 25th anniversary this 
weekend. 

An Achievable Dream was founded by the 
late Walter Segaloff, a local community leader, 
businessman, and humanitarian. His ambitious 
public-private educational partnership in New-
port News, Virginia started small but has 
grown exponentially in the last 25 years. 

When An Achievable Dream first opened its 
doors in 1992, it was a small summer and 
after-school tennis and tutoring program for 95 
fourth graders. A year later, the program more 
than doubled the number of students it served 
to 200 rising fourth and fifth graders. In 1994, 
An Achievable Dream expanded even further 
by becoming a full-time, extended day school 
for 400 children in grades three through five, 
and in 1994 they started serving grades six 
through eight at Dunbar Erwin Middle School. 
Five years later, in 2000, An Achievable 
Dream Academy was founded as a year- 
round, full time elementary school and by 
2007 they opened a separate, full-time middle 
and high school. Since those early years, An 
Achievable Dream has grown beyond Newport 
News and now has partnerships with Virginia 
Beach City Public Schools and Heinrico Coun-
ty Public Schools. 

The motto of An Achievable Dream is 
‘‘Teaching Kids Winning Ways.’’ The Achiev-
able Dream program is structured to give 
young people the skills needed to succeed in 
life. Those skills are taught at An Achievable 
Dream on the tennis court, in the classroom, 
on field trips, and in sharing experiences with 
successful and caring adults in the community. 

One of the things that makes An Achievable 
Dream so impactful on the lives of the young 
people it serves is An Achievable Dream’s 
ability to show the boundless opportunities 
available if you just make the right choices. 
The staff, supporters and sponsors at An 
Achievable Dream have worked over the last 
25 years to ensure that their students grad-
uate on time and have an opportunity to go to 
college. 

An Achievable Dream has not achieved all 
of this on its own. Walter Segaloff understood 
that it took every facet of the community—in-
cluding school leaders, public officials, law en-
forcement, the military, and businesses—to 
work together toward the common goal of 
making better the lives and educational out-
comes of as many young persons as possible. 
I would like to thank each of the community 
organizations and businesses for stepping up 
and helping make An Achievable Dream the 
success that it is today. I would also like to 
thank our military for volunteering regularly 
with these students for An Achievable Dream’s 
character development program. And of 
course, I want to thank Kathy Edwards, Presi-
dent and CEO of An Achievable Dream, and 
all the faculty and staff who have dedicated 
their careers to these young people. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have been in-
volved with An Achievable Dream as a sup-
porter since its beginning. As our community 
gathers to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of 
the An Achievable Dream at the annual Ten-
nis Ball gala this weekend, I look forward to 
the continued success of An Achievable 
Dream. I would like to congratulate the staff, 
supporters and sponsors at An Achievable 
Dream on a quarter century of success and I 
look forward to witnessing their many contin-
ued successes in the future. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE BUREAU 
OF RECLAMATION AND BUREAU 
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS WATER 
PROJECT STREAMLINING ACT OF 
2017 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce my legislation, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation and Bureau of Indian Affairs Water 
Project Streamlining Act. As my constituents 
know all too well, communities across the 
western United States are often faced with the 
detrimental impacts of droughts and water 
shortages. In states where the Bureau of Rec-
lamation (BOR) and Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) hold jurisdiction for the development of 
water projects, communities are left waiting 
due to a lack of a streamlined process. These 
communities need BOR and BIA to accelerate 
studies and provide more accountability in the 
agencies’ processes to study the feasibility of 
new or expanded surface water storage, water 
recycling, and rural and Title XVI water 
projects. This legislation will streamline BOR 
and BIA’s environmental planning and study 
process for these water projects and ensure 
that communities in the West can address the 
critical need for water supplies that continue to 
grow with demand. 

In order to meet existing human and envi-
ronmental needs, we must update current 
water supply infrastructure. This legislation ap-
plies the same streamlined water project de-
velopment process used by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, which was established 
under the ‘‘Water Resources Reform Develop-
ment Act of 2014,’’ to BOR and BIA’s proc-
esses for surface water, storage, infrastruc-
ture, and recycling project development. This 
legislation will improve both water storage and 

conservation infrastructure, as well as the reli-
ability of our vital water supply for commu-
nities across the nation. A dependable supply 
of water is an indispensable resource in the 
West—from farming and ranching, to recre-
ation and municipal uses, to manufacturing 
and wildfire response needs, this resource 
truly is vital. Conducted in concert with improv-
ing stream flows, protecting headwater areas, 
rebuilding fish runs, and boosting continued 
conservation efforts, this streamlining effort will 
provide great relief for my constituents and 
constituents across the western United States. 

In addition, the legislation authorizes several 
key water development projects across the 
West, including projects in California, Kansas, 
Montana, as well as my home state of Wash-
ington. One of these is the third phase of a 
vital effort in my District in Central Wash-
ington, the Yakima River Basin Water En-
hancement Project. The Yakima River Basin is 
one of the leading agricultural regions in 
Washington State and throughout the country. 
However, the demand for water in the region 
currently exceeds the resources available, es-
pecially during times of drought, which have 
hit the state especially hard in the past few 
years. After years of tough negotiations, the 
Yakima River Basin Plan is a model of col-
laboration that offers a solution to give water 
users more certainty, while also recognizing 
the concerns of conservationists and the var-
ious stakeholders in the Yakima Basin. The 
authorization of this project is vital for my Dis-
trict, just as water projects are in states across 
the West. This legislation will allow the next 
major step to addressing our water crisis to 
become a reality. 

This commonsense bill reforms the current 
cumbersome and lengthy process so that 
there is a mechanism to build new water and 
infrastructure projects in Central Washington 
and across the west. I welcome all members 
to join me in supporting this legislation, and I 
urge its swift passage through the U.S. House 
of Representatives and U.S. Senate. 

f 

COMMEMORATING CHIP 
HALBACH’S RETIREMENT 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Chip Halbach’s retirement in 
September of 2017 after 30 years of service 
with the Minnesota Housing Partnership. 

Chip has long been an advocate for afford-
able housing for Minnesota residents. In 1987, 
Chip founded Minneapolis Housing Partner-
ship (MHP). MHP convenes, guides, and sup-
ports a diversity of partners working to im-
prove conditions of home and community. Ini-
tially, MHP’s focus was informing housing 
groups and partners on pending legislation. 
MHP evolved to become a major provider of 
technical assistance and financial support to 
increase the capacity of organizations building 
and developing affordable housing. MHP has 
served as an intermediary for the Minnesota 
Department of Human Services, the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development, 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Seeing the need to bring together the af-
fordable housing community, Chip Halbach 
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started the Homes for All Coalition. The 
Homes for All Coalition is a statewide coalition 
that works to provide safe, stable, and afford-
able housing for people across all income lev-
els. From working to increase rental subsidies, 
to improving infrastructure at manufactured 
housing parks, and resources for first time 
homebuyers, Homes for All is tackling the di-
verse range of housing issues facing Minneso-
tans. 

Chip is widely known for his encyclopedic 
knowledge of federal and state housing pro-
grams, sophisticated housing finance tools 
and their history. Policymakers and elected of-
ficials have often drawn on Chip’s wealth of 
knowledge and expertise in the affordable 
housing field. Many have cheekily quipped, 
‘‘before ‘Google’ there was Chip Halbach.’’ 

Chip Halbach’s leadership has helped 
shape legislation, provided education, and se-
cured money to create safe, decent, affordable 
places for families and individuals to live. His 
steady leadership leaves the Minnesota Hous-
ing Partnership poised to move forward in 
tackling our affordable housing crisis. I want to 
thank Mr. Halbach for all his years of service. 
His presence will be missed, but his contribu-
tions will not be forgotten. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. LAURA DIXIE 

HON. AL LAWSON, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Mrs. Laura Dixie, one 
of Tallahassee, Florida’s foot soldiers in the 
Civil Rights movement, who passed away on 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 at the age of 
92. Laura Dixie was a civil rights trailblazer, 
and played a crucial role in the Reverend C. 
K. Steele’s quest to desegregate Tallahas-
see’s public transportation system in 1956. 
She also worked with Reverend Steel and oth-
ers in the original 1962 lawsuit calling for the 
desegregation ofLeon County Schools. 

Laura saw early in life that obtaining civil 
rights was going to be challenging. One of her 
favorite stories was about going downtown 
one day with her parents and seeing water 
fountains marked for ‘‘Whites only, and Col-
ored only.’’ 

Life took Laura from sampling water on a 
dare, from a segregated Whites only fountain 
inside the Leon County Courthouse, ‘‘to see if 
it was sweeter;’’ to playing a pivotal role in the 
Tallahassee Bus Boycott. She traveled during 
troubled times to Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Georgia to participate in Voter Registration 
drives; to seeing a black man elected Presi-
dent of the United States. It was one of her 
proudest moments to see President Obama in 
the White House. 

In the early 1950’s, Laura joined her hus-
band Samuel L. Dixie at Bethel Missionary 
Baptist Church, where together they worked 
closely with the church and in the community 
to promote Civil Rights. Her involvement in 
Tallahassee’s Civil Rights movement went 
along with her active membership in the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
the Inter-Civic Council in Tallahassee and the 
NAACP, of which she was a life member. 

At the time of her death, Laura lived in the 
house that she and her husband owned since 

the mid50s on Tanner Drive in Jake Gaither 
Park. They often found room in their house to 
help Florida A&M University students in need 
of a place to live when their funds were de-
pleted. 

Mr. Speaker, Laura Dixie was simply a trail-
blazer and an icon, who fearlessly battled the 
horrors of being a black woman in the south 
during desegregation. Laura Dixie’s spirit and 
attitude will be truly missed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE RUSSELL 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, in connection 
with official business, I was unable to attend 
votes on November 15, 2017. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 635; and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 636. 

f 

100TH BIRTHDAY OF CARL BURGER 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the l00th birthday of Carl Burger 
of Williamsburg, Ohio. 

In 1917, the first World War still burned in 
Europe. But in small town America, William 
and Emily Burger were welcoming Carl Burger 
to the world, and to Ohio. With the exception 
of several exceptional years in service to his 
country, Carl has lived in Williamsburg, Ohio 
for his entire life. 

On the occasion of Carl’s birthday, I’d like to 
tell you a bit about where one hundred years 
of a remarkable life has taken him. 

In Williamsburg, Carl was many things. A 
formidable basketball player, a talented drum-
mer, an employee in the family meat market. 
He left Williamsburg for the first time when he 
volunteered for the army in 1941, before the 
United States entered the Second World War. 
He was months away from completing his 
service, and returning to Ohio, when Pearl 
Harbor was bombed. Carl knew in that mo-
ment that he’d be in the war for its duration. 

I cannot speak directly for Carl’s wartime 
experience. But his story is one of humanity, 
humility, and humor. He served as 3rd Infantry 
medic in North Africa, and throughout the 
Italian campaign. While serving on the front 
lines, he had more than a few close calls with 
torpedoes, artillery, and enemy patrols. Carl is 
keenly aware of a sense of luck, or a touch of 
providence, that guided him through these in-
cidents largely unharmed. 

While Carl surely saw enough of the war to 
last him a lifetime, he also witnessed great 
bravery, and he rose to great bravery in re-
turn. He was awarded the Bronze Star for di-
recting the evacuation of 58 wounded GI’s 
from the front lines of Italy. His experiences 
taught him that courage can be found in funny 
places—a shared bottle of contraband whis-
key, or an unexpected foxhole visit from a 
general. 

Ultimately, like every veteran, Carl’s service 
is only a part of his story. He was still a young 

man when he returned to Williamsburg. He re-
turned to his father’s meat market, and the 
town band. He married and had children. He 
has a long history of participation in fraternal 
organizations like the Masons, and youth serv-
ice organizations like the International Order of 
Rainbows for Girls. 

His talent as a grill-master is legendary, as 
is his generosity and spirit. 

Mr. Speaker, Carl Burger is a good man, 
and he’s lived one hundred years worth cele-
brating. I hope you’ll all join me in wishing him 
the happiest of birthdays. 

f 

HONORING MR. ELIOT SEIDE 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Eliot Seide, for his thirty-eight 
years of public service to the citizens of the 
Fifth Congressional District, to the 43,000 
members of American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 
Council 5, and to the great state of Minnesota. 
Mr. Seide was the first in his family to attend 
college, graduating Phi Beta Kappa from New 
York University. In graduate school, Mr. Seide 
realized that he was tired of talking about 
making a difference and decided it was time to 
take action. 

Mr. Seide’s father Julius, was a leader of 
the Printers Union in New York City. Eliot fol-
lowed in his father’s footsteps when he went 
to work for AFSCME and its President, Jerry 
Wurf, in 1979. Mr. Seide came to Minnesota 
in 1980. He was central to helping state em-
ployees in AFSCME Council 6 wage a suc-
cessful strike in 1981. He worked to strength-
en AFSCME in local government in the Twin 
Cities metropolitan area by helping form 
AFSCME Council 14 in 1982. Over the next 
12 years, Mr. Seide was instrumental in build-
ing power for working people in Minnesota 
and improving the quality of public services in 
Minnesota through a strong and progressive 
labor movement. 

In his thirty-eight year career with AFSCME, 
Mr. Seide has fought hard for a better Min-
nesota for everyone. He worked his way up in 
the union, serving in many capacities as field 
representative, legislative director, inter-
national area director, and as Executive Direc-
tor of both AFSCME Council 14 and AFSCME 
Council 5. 

In 2004, Mr. Seide became the executive di-
rector of AFSCME Council 5, one of the larg-
est unions in the state of Minnesota. In 2006, 
Mr. Seide was also elected AFSCME Inter-
national vice president. Governor Mark Dayton 
has shared these words about Mr. Seide: 
‘‘He’s a tireless advocate for his members, 
and he has that New York edge to his style 
but believes fiercely in doing what’s right for 
his members.’’ 

The state of Minnesota will long remember 
the work of Mr. Eliot Seide as a leader of not 
only Council 5, but for all Minnesotans around 
issues of fair taxes, decent wages, responsible 
investments in transportation, clean water, a 
strong education system, and healthy families. 
He believes deeply that we all do better when 
we all do better. I thank Mr. Seide for his 
many years of service to Minnesotans. 
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IN HONOR OF LTC MICHAEL 

MANNING 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize Lieutenant Colonel Michael Manning of 
the United States Army for his extraordinary 
dedication to duty and service to our Nation. 
Colonel Manning will soon transition from his 
current assignment as the Rhode Island Army 
National Guard Liaison to serve as the Bat-
talion Commander of the Guard’s Recruiting 
and Retention Battalion. 

Colonel Manning began his military career 
as Distinguished Military Graduate of Provi-
dence College’s ROTC Class of 1997. He 
then deployed to the Republic of Germany 
with the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, 
1st Infantry Division. 

He subsequently deployed to Kosovo in 
support of Operation Joint Guardian II as a 
Brigade Reconnaissance Troop Leader for 
Task Force Falcon. In 2002, after joining the 
Rhode Island Army National Guard, he was 
appointed Commander of the 173rd Infantry 
Detachment Long Range Surveillance, which 
was mobilized in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom III in 2004. He again deployed, this 
time with Special Operations Detachment 
Global, in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom Caribbean and Central America in 2008, 
where he served as the Deputy Chief for the 
Regional Engagement Branch. 

He then graduated with distinction from the 
College of Naval Command and Staff at the 
U.S. Naval War College with a Master of Arts 
in National Security and Strategic Studies be-
fore once again deploying with Special Oper-
ations Detachment Global, serving with the 
Senior Special Operations to the Afghan Min-
istry of Defense. Having served as an Assist-
ant Professor of Military Science at Provi-
dence College and as a State Partnership 
Program Coordinator, he continues to impart 
his wisdom to those around him as the current 
Secretary of the General Staff. 

As the primary liaison between the Rhode 
Island Congressional delegation and the 
Rhode Island Army National Guard, Colonel 
Manning has provided me and my staff with 
the ability to better comprehend and appre-
ciate the National Guard and its unique mis-
sion set both at home in the Ocean State and 
in Washington, D.C., his first-hand knowledge 
of the military, its culture, and its traditions has 
been of tremendous benefit. 

Throughout my time working with Colonel 
Manning, I found him to be a thoughtful, intel-
ligent, and dedicated Soldier in the best tradi-
tions of those called to serve from the great 
state of Rhode Island, and his future is ex-
tremely bright. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a pleasure to work 
with Colonel Manning during his time as a Na-
tional Guard Liaison in Rhode Island. On be-
half of a grateful Nation, it is my honor to rec-
ognize the selfless service and sacrifice of 
Lieutenant Colonel Michael Manning, his wife, 
Meg, and their children, Michael, Jack, and 
Shannon. I wish them the very best as they 
continue their journey in the United States 
Army National Guard and thank them for dedi-
cating their lives to the service of our Nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on November 6, 2017, I missed 
Roll Call vote No. 607 and No. 608 on the 
floor of the House of Representatives. Had I 
been present, I would have voted yea and 
yea. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FRANK 
ADELMANN 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Mr. Frank Adelmann. I 
join his family and friends to celebrate his life 
and honor his legacy. 

Frank was born as the second of four chil-
dren on March 16th, 1958, in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. When he was three years old, his 
family moved to the suburb of St. Anthony 
where he would spend the rest of his life. He 
had a deep interest in his family history, and 
he often contacted his older relatives for infor-
mation and reached out to his extended fam-
ily. He was named after his grandfather, and 
he shared a birthday with his grandmother, 
Anna. 

Frank excelled academically, and he at-
tended college at both Hamline University and 
the University of Minnesota. He used his ac-
counting skills in several purchasing and retail 
positions throughout his life. When he wasn’t 
working, Frank dedicated his time to an eclec-
tic set of interests and hobbies. He was a gift-
ed pianist; he was well-read, often immersing 
himself in the Scripture; he had a playful 
sense of humor; and he taught himself Arabic. 

Those who knew Frank consistently point to 
his uncanny ability to befriend the unusual, the 
lonely, and the hurting. Though he lived a pri-
vate life, he held many close friendships, and 

he was respected and liked in his community. 
He was also involved in his community; Frank 
attended many local caucuses and reached 
out to elected officials. Without a doubt, his 
care and consideration for people led to his 
understanding of the importance of civic en-
gagement. 

Frank Adelmann led an outstanding life, 
highlighted by his love of his family and his 
care for his community. To honor the legacy of 
Frank’s life, I introduced the Frank Adelmann 
Manufactured Housing Community Sustain-
ability Act. This legislation would offer a tax in-
centive to manufactured home park owners 
who sell the property to their residents, offer-
ing residents the long term stability they de-
serve to build long lasting community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2017 NATIONAL 
SINGING CONVENTION 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, this weekend 
the State of Alabama will host the 2017 Na-
tional Singing Convention in my home county 
of Winston County. This event will take place 
in Houston, Alabama on November 16–17 at 
Houston Baptist Church. The convention this 
year will be under the leadership of the 2017 
president, Mr. Dylan Feezell. 

Southern Gospel Music is often referred to 
as America’s music. Gospel music gave rise 
to bluegrass and country music. The impor-
tance of gospel music is honored each year 
with the National Gospel Singing Convention. 

The National Gospel Singing Convention 
first began in 1936. In the eight decades since 
its inception, the National Singing Convention 
have played a major role in the development 
of gospel music in America and around the 
world. The first convention was also held in 
Alabama, in the city of Birmingham. 

I am proud to have this convention in the 
district I represent, the Fourth District of Ala-
bama. This annual convention is not only an 
opportunity to fellowship and to promote gos-
pel music, its main purpose is to exalt and 
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I use this occasion to emphasize the fact 
that Southern Gospel Music has made a tre-
mendous positive impact on America and our 
nation’s music. It continues to thrive and it 
make an impact on our communities, our cul-
ture and our faith. 

Furthermore, I want to congratulate Mr. 
Dylan Feezell and the officers for their leader-
ship of this year’s convention in Houston, Ala-
bama and wish them the best on a successful 
weekend. 
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