
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1601 November 28, 2017 

HONORING THE DISCOVERY OF 
HERNANDO DE SOTO’S 1539 EN-
CAMPMENT AND THE LOST NA-
TIVE AMERICAN TOWN OF 
POTANO 

HON. TED S. YOHO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the discovery of Hernando de Soto’s 
1539 Encampment and the lost Native Amer-
ican town of Potano, by the University of Flor-
ida professors, Dr. Fred White and Dr. Michele 
White, and University of Florida Anderson 
Scholar Ethan White. This newly discovered 
archaeological site is the oldest confirmed 
New World contact site in the United States. 

In one of the most important events in U.S. 
history, de Soto was the first European to dis-
cover the Mississippi River and explore an 
area that today would hold 10 States. Until 
this incredible archaeological discovery, there 
was no physical evidence of de Soto’s 4,000- 
mile journey. The collection of artifacts recov-
ered near Orange Lake, Florida, includes very 
rare King Ferdinand Queen Isabella coins, and 
a King Enrique IV of Castile coin that is the 
oldest dated European artifact ever unearthed 
in the United States. 

Other rare items include Murano glass 
beads and Spanish weapons and armor dated 
from the early 1500s. The artifacts were exca-
vated in the lost ancient Native American town 
of Potano. Also discovered in the town of 
Potano were the remains of the first location 
of the San Buenaventura Franciscan mission 
built there in the 1580s. Within the floors of 
the 16th century mission, the team discovered 
the largest cache of medieval coins found in 
the American mainland so far. 

Acknowledgment for confirmation and identi-
fication of the artifacts goes to a large and di-
verse group of scholars throughout the coun-
try, including these distinguished University of 
Florida researchers: Dr. Jerald T. Milanich, 
Curator Emeritus in Archaeology of the Florida 
Museum of Natural History, Dr. Gifford 
Waters, Historical Archaeology Collections 
Manager of the Florida Museum of Natural 
History, Dr. Kathleen Deagan, Distinguished 
Research Curator of Archaeology for the Uni-
versity of Florida and Dr. Michael Gannon, 
Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of 
History, University of Florida. 

The recent scientific findings were published 
in the peer-reviewed International Journal of 
Archaeology and with the Florida Department 
of State, Division of Historical Resources, Bu-
reau of Archaeological Research in Tallahas-
see, Florida. The collection of artifacts is at 
the Florida Museum of Natural History on the 
campus of my alma mater, the University of 
Florida. 

HONORING MRS. CYNTHIA MORRIS- 
SAPP FOR HER DEDICATED 
SERVICE TO THE MISSOURI DIVI-
SION OF TOURISM 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the upcoming retirement of 
Mrs. Cynthia Morris-Sapp from her over 24 
years of dedicated service to the Missouri Di-
vision of Tourism. 

Mrs. Morris-Sapp grew up in the 
Warrensburg, Missouri area where she grad-
uated from Warrensburg High School and 
Central Missouri State University with a Bach-
elor’s degree in Recreation. During her college 
years, Mrs. Morris-Sapp worked as an intern 
for Loretta Lynn’s Ranch in Waverly, Ten-
nessee and continued to work there after 
graduation. 

In 1986, Mrs. Morris-Sapp moved back to 
Missouri where she began working at United 
MO Bank until 1990, when she began her 
work in public service at the Missouri Depart-
ment of Natural Resources as a Missouri 
State Capitol Tour Guide. Her knowledge of 
and appreciation for the beauty of the Missouri 
State Capitol made her a perfect fit for the 
Missouri Department of Tourism where in 
1996 she became the Group Tour Market 
Manager. Throughout the next years, Mrs. 
Morris-Sapp took over supervision and man-
agement of the Visitors Centers on the Inter-
state Highways and oversight of the affiliate 
Visitor Centers in the State of Missouri. She 
has played a vital role in the way tourists and 
even residents of Missouri experience our 
great state including the many state parks, 
historical sights, fantastic streams and rivers, 
museums, wineries, delicious restaurants, 
zoos, farmers markets, and sports teams, just 
to name a few. 

I had the privilege of working with Mrs. Mor-
ris-Sapp during my tenure as Missouri Director 
of Tourism. Her commitment to the Show-Me 
State was inspiring to me and encourages 
those around her. During our time working to-
gether, Mrs. Morris-Sapp exhibited exemplary 
character and energy to the Division of Tour-
ism. Our state, the people who live here, and 
the many past and future tourists who visit us 
are better off because of her great service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in thank-
ing this distinguished public servant, Mrs. Cyn-
thia Morris-Sapp and congratulating her on a 
well-deserved retirement. She can now enjoy 
more time with her loving husband, Michael, 
with whom she recently celebrated her 24th 
Wedding Anniversary. 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF MEMPHIS CENTRAL HIGH 
SCHOOL MARCHING BAND 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the accomplishments of Memphis 
Central High School Marching Band that, on 
November 5, 2017, won the 2017 National 
High School High Stepping Marching Cham-
pionship. 

High Stepping Nationals was founded on 
the principles of promoting academic excel-
lence through music education and the per-
forming arts. The Memphis Central High 
School Warriors exemplify these laudable 
goals. Despite having to buy their uniforms 
from another school and having their instru-
ments handed down from musicians before 
them, the Warriors’ talent and dedication 
shines through. 

Because of the Central High School War-
riors’ devotion to music and the arts they prac-
ticed for several hours nearly every day to be-
fore the competition. Under the leadership of 
Band Director Ollie Liddell, the Central High 
School Warriors’ commitment is remarkable. 
The Warriors competed against more than a 
dozen other finalists from across the country 
to win the National Championship. 

Memphis Central High School was one of 
the first high schools in Memphis, TN, built in 
1909. Shortly after, Memphis High School was 
renamed Central High School. One of Cen-
tral’s most notable assets is the diversity of its 
student body which derives from representa-
tion of various ideas, talents, and cultural influ-
ences and which provides the fertile environ-
ment for educationally challenging and enrich-
ing experiences. 

Congratulations to the Central High School 
Warriors for their commitment, hard work and 
perseverance in winning the National High 
School High Stepping Marching Championship 
and to Director Liddell and Principal Gregory 
McCullough for their commendable leadership. 

f 

H.R. 228 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include in the RECORD the following 
letter which provides information about my bill, 
H.R. 228, the Indian Employment, Training 
and Related Services Consolidation Act. 

November 27, 2017. 
Hon. RYAN ZINKE, 
Secretary, U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SECRETARY ZINKE: We write today to 
provide information about our legislation, 
the Indian Employment, Training and Re-
lated Services Consolidation Act (H.R. 228 as 
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passed the House/S. 91 as reported by com-
mittee in the Senate). Our legislation has bi-
partisan backing and the support of a broad 
coalition of tribes and tribal organizations. 

During consideration of the legislation, a 
question was raised as to whether any Head 
Start services would be eligible for incorpo-
ration into a tribal ‘‘477 Plan’’ under H.R. 
228/S. 91. The answer is no—Head Start is an 
early childhood education program, and does 
not fit into any of the categories of eligible 
programs’ purposes that are listed in Section 
6 of the bills. Head Start services are not eli-
gible under current law for incorporation 
into tribal 477 plans, and will not be eligible 
under our legislation. 

We wanted to take the opportunity to pro-
vide this background should it be helpful in 
the future. 

Sincerely, 
DON YOUNG, 

Congressman for All 
Alaska. 

LISA MURKOWSKI, 
United States Senator. 

f 

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF STATEN 
ISLAND FOUNDATION 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Staten Island Foundation on 
its 20th anniversary. 

Seeking to better their community, the 
Board of Directors of the former Staten Island 
Savings Bank, led by Harry P. Doherty, cre-
ated the Staten Island Foundation in Decem-
ber 1997. Their goal was to improve Staten Is-
land for all its inhabitants by providing grants 
to local projects. Specifically, the Foundation’s 
mission aims to better Staten Island’s edu-
cation, health, community services, and arts 
and culture. Its impact on our community over 
the past 20 years has been nothing short of 
incredible. The Foundation’s countless grants 
have made a tremendous impact on Staten Is-
land. 

One project in which the Staten Island 
Foundation participates is the Tackling Youth 
Substance Abuse Initiative. Through partner-
ships with other organizations, the Founda-
tion’s involvement in the Initiative is crucial to 
fighting alcohol and prescription drug abuse by 
Staten Island’s children and teens. Further-
more, with the opioid epidemic ravaging our 
community, I commend the Foundation for 
stepping up to combat this tragic problem. It is 
up to all of us to do what we can to prevent 
and combat addiction, and the Staten Island 
Foundation is doing its part to rid this scourge 
from our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the Stat-
en Island Foundation on its 20th anniversary. 
It has helped numerous Staten Islanders over 
the years, and I wish to thank everyone in-
volved for their tireless efforts in making the 
Foundation successful. 

f 

HONORING ANDREA DEUTSCH 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a hard-working and influential woman, 

Andrea Deutsch, a dedicated attorney, small 
business owner, former Narberth Council-
woman and now Mayor of Narberth, Pennsyl-
vania. 

Andrea Deutsch was born in Philadelphia on 
September 20, 1967 to Judy and Mike 
Deutsch and grew up in the local suburb of 
Wynnewood. She attended Friends’ Central 
school for high school and then went to Frank-
lin & Marshall College, where she graduated 
in 1989. Thereafter, she went to Temple Uni-
versity School of Law, where she received her 
JD in 1992. She practiced law for 10 years, 
the majority of which was at Deutsch, 
Larrimore, Farnish & Andersson, in Philadel-
phia. After 10 years of being an attorney, she 
decided to leave the practice of law to open 
small business in 2003, called Spot’s—The 
Place for Paws in Narberth, where she sells 
healthy food, treats, toys and accessories for 
dogs and cats. She has always had a passion 
and love for dogs and helping people. Spot’s 
has allowed her to combine these passions by 
helping customers keep the pets in their life 
happy and healthy. 

She has led an interesting life, filled with 
great adventures and challenges. At the age 
of 15 months, she was diagnosed with Type 1 
Diabetes and has taken multiple injections of 
insulin a day to stay alive since that time. 
When she was younger, she was involved in 
advocacy work for the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation. Later on, she became in-
volved with the American Diabetes Association 
through its annual Tour de Cure Bike Ride, 
where she was the Volunteer Chair of the 
Event for the last 3 years. More recently, her 
experience as a Type 1 diabetic and small 
business owner has led her to be an out-
spoken advocate for expanded healthcare for 
as many people as possible. She has done so 
through her work with such organizations as 
the Pennsylvania Heath Access Network and 
the Small Business Majority. 

She has had a longstanding and profound 
interest in politics and government, as it com-
bined her love of helping people with her 
knowledge of the law. In 2012, she was ap-
pointed to fill the unexpired term of a council-
man who had stepped down from his position. 
As a councilwoman, she served on multiple 
committees, including serving as the Chair of 
both the Finance and Economic Development 
Committees. She served on the Narberth 
Council through the end of 2013 when the 
term ended. In 2017, the current, longtime 
Mayor of Narberth announced his retirement, 
and she felt the time was right for her to run 
for the position. She believed with her legal 
and business background, combined with her 
love for Narberth that she would be the right 
person to lead. On November 7, 2017, she 
was officially elected to fulfill this role, and be-
came the first woman and the first Jewish per-
son to be Narberth’s Mayor since its incorpo-
ration in 1895. 

As evidenced through Andrea Deutsch’s ex-
perience, she has dedicated her life and ca-
reer towards advocating and improving the 
lives of others. The 2nd Congressional District 
of Pennsylvania extends gratitude to Andrea 
Deutsch for her dedicated support to the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

PROCLAMATION FOR REVEREND 
DR. CHEVIENE JONES 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Reverend Dr. 
Cheviene Jones: 

Whereas, Reverend Dr. Cheviene Jones is 
celebrating forty-four (44) years in ministry this 
year and has provided stellar leadership to his 
church on an international level; and 

Whereas, Reverend Dr. Cheviene Jones, 
under the guidance of God has pioneered and 
sustained Saint Paul AME Worship Center, as 
an instrument in our community that uplifts the 
spiritual, physical and mental welfare of our 
citizens; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man of God has given hope to the hopeless, 
fed the hungry and is a beacon of light to 
those in need. He has been an active advo-
cate in my district as an ambassador of good-
will; and 

Whereas, Reverend Dr. Cheviene Jones is 
a spiritual warrior, a psalmist, a man of com-
passion, a fearless leader and a servant to all, 
but most of all a visionary who has shared not 
only with his Church, but with our District and 
the world his passion to spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Reverend Dr. 
Cheviene Jones as he celebrates forty-four 
years in ministry and to salute him as he re-
tires from pastoral leadership; A true Man of 
Excellence; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim June 3, 2017 as 
Reverend Dr. Cheviene Jones Day in the 4th 
Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 3rd day of June, 2017. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE MAHOMET-SEY-
MOUR BOYS CROSS COUNTRY 
TEAM 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the Mahomet-Seymour High School Boys 
Cross Country Team, who are the 2017 Class 
2A Illinois team cross country champions. 

Mahomet-Seymour won the meet with 91 
points, easily outdistancing its nearest compet-
itor, as its three top-ten finishers, Mathias 
Powell (4th), Riley Fortune (6th), and Ryan 
Hodge (9th), powered the team to victory. But 
this was a team effort and a team victory as 
the outstanding efforts by Bryson Keeble, 
Evan Burge, Kaelan Davis, and Nate Douglas 
also contributed to the win. 

I would like to congratulate the entire Ma-
homet-Seymour Boys Cross Country Team on 
their victory: Evan Burge, Joe Churm, Riley 
Fortune, Ryan Hodge, Kyle Sheehy, Garrett 
Williams, Kaelan Davis, Nate Douglas, Bryson 
Keeble, Keil Ledin, Caleb Mason, Jack 
McHale, Mathias Powell, David Wilcoski, 
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Gaven Williams, Caleb Dowers, and Joe Tay-
lor, as well as Head Coach Neal Garrison, on 
a superb end to a great season. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to ac-
knowledge the hard work and dedication of 
the Mahomet-Seymour High School Boys 
Cross Country Team in winning the 2017 state 
cross country title, and I wish the team and 
their coach all the best in the future. 

f 

HONORING DR. ANDREA CODDETT 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
pillar of the Yonkers community, Dr. Andrea 
Coddett, who this year will be the keynote 
speaker at the Luther V. Garrison Sr. Masonic 
Foundation Inc. Annual Scholarship Luncheon. 

Dr. Coddett is the Deputy Superintendent 
for the Yonkers Public Schools. In her role, 
she oversees the Division of Teaching and 
Learning, ensuring that all curriculum is 
aligned to the New York State Common Core 
Learning Standards (CCLS), and that all in-
struction is aligned to 21st Century learning 
skills, so students are prepared for college 
and/or careers. Dr. Coddett previously served 
as the Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 
K–12 for the East Ramapo Central School 
District. Dr. Coddett began her career in edu-
cation as a Special Education teacher after 
which she became a building-level Math Spe-
cialist. In her administrative career, Dr. 
Coddett has worked as a District Math Spe-
cialist, an Early Childhood Principal, a K–5 
principal, and Director of Secondary Special 
Education. 

Dr. Coddett is a graduate of Fordham Uni-
versity where she earned a doctorate in Exec-
utive Leadership. She holds Masters Degrees 
in Curriculum and Instruction with a Reading 
Specialization and Educational Administration 
from Pace University and a Bachelor degree 
in Psychology from Mercy College. Dr. 
Coddett also holds administrative certifications 
in School District Administration and School 
Building Administration and Supervision, as 
well as teaching certifications in Special Edu-
cation, birth through 21, and General Edu-
cation, N–6. 

Dr. Coddett considers herself a global cit-
izen and believes that, as an educational lead-
er, each and every child deserves an excellent 
education. As a learning leader and lifelong 
learner, Dr. Coddett’s personal motto is, ‘‘Em-
powered for Learning, Empowered for Life.’’ 

Dr. Coddett is an accomplished professional 
in the education world, and as a former edu-
cator myself, I am very appreciative of the 
work she has done and continues to do. She 
will do an excellent job as this year’s keynote 
speaker at the Annual Scholarship Luncheon 
and I wish to congratulate her on the honor. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SHARON 
LEVINE 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Dr. Sharon Levine, an exceptional healthcare 

leader who has strived every day of her career 
to move our healthcare system forward to pro-
vide better access, quality and coverage. I’ve 
known Dr. Levine for many years and had the 
great honor to work with her. Dr. Levine was 
often the voice of Kaiser as the sponsor or 
supporter of major health care legislation I of-
fered while in the California State Assembly 
and Senate. When it came to reproductive 
health issues, Dr. Levine offered compelling 
testimony on why the bills were necessary. I 
often marveled at the ability Dr. Levine had at 
dispelling myths and misperceptions Members 
had on particular issues without making them 
look ignorant. 

Dr. Levine recently retired from a remark-
able, more than 40-year-long career with Kai-
ser Permanente. She had served in an execu-
tive leadership role for the Permanente Med-
ical Group since 1991. In 2015, Dr. Levine ac-
cepted the role of Executive Vice President for 
External Affairs for the Permanente Medical 
Group, a position she held until her retirement. 

Dr. Levine graduated from Tufts University 
School of Medicine and began her medical ca-
reer in pediatrics at the Georgetown University 
Community Health Plan. In 1977, she joined 
the Permanente Medical Group as a pediatri-
cian and spent the next four decades serving 
residents of northern California. 

In addition to being an invaluable doctor to 
her patients, Dr. Levine has educated physi-
cians and clinicians throughout California and 
the Kaiser Permanente system, inspiring and 
coaching them to deliver better care and about 
ways to improve our healthcare system. One 
of her important responsibilities was to ensure 
that Kaiser Permanente’s prescribing and 
pharmacy policies were patient-centered and 
that they were rooted in common sense, with 
physicians closely involved in promoting both 
excellent quality and sound clinical manage-
ment. Her leadership on this issue greatly 
benefited Kaiser Permanente members, pa-
tients and customers. 

Dr. Levine’s contributions have had an im-
pact beyond California through her service on 
numerous boards of directors, including serv-
ing on the Patient Centered Outcomes Re-
search Institute, the Medical Board of Cali-
fornia, the Institute for Medical Quality and the 
Insure the Uninsured Project. She has pas-
sionately advocated for public policy that en-
sures physicians are at the center of critical 
decisions that affect patients, whether in the 
exam room, in the board room, in the hearing 
room or in the auditorium, where the next gen-
eration of health care leaders learn about what 
works in American health care and what still 
needs to be improved. 

Dr. Levine will continue to play an important 
role in the medical community. She was re-
cently selected to serve as board member of 
the newly established Kaiser Permanente 
School of Medicine. In that role she will en-
sure that the curriculum of this medical school 
will be of the highest quality. She will also be 
a mentor to many aspiring physicians who 
share her lifelong commitment to medicine. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Members of the 
House of Representatives to rise with me to 
honor Dr. Sharon Levine, a remarkable doctor, 
educator and advocate whose leadership and 
friendship I deeply value. While she will be 
missed by her Kaiser Permanente family, we 
can all feel assured that her contributions 
have permanently improved our current sys-
tem. If we had more leaders like Dr. Levine in 

our communities we would no doubt have a 
better healthcare system and healthier Ameri-
cans. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR MS. DONNA 
RAPOSA 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Ms. Donna Raposa: 

Whereas, forty-two years and eleven 
months ago a virtuous woman of God accept-
ed her calling to serve in the Social Security 
Administration; and 

Whereas, Ms. Donna Raposa began her ca-
reer in government as a Clerk Typist in the VA 
Regional Office in 1974 before transferring to 
the Social Security Administration Regional 
Office as an Aide in the Field Service section; 
and 

Whereas, she educated and mentored 
throughout her many years of service as a 
Field Service Assistant, Service Representa-
tive and finally, after providing stellar leader-
ship and outstanding service to our commu-
nity, retiring as a Claims Service Representa-
tive in the Gwinnett Office; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents by giving the citi-
zens of our District a fearless leader and serv-
ant that strived to ensure that the system 
worked for everyone; and 

Whereas, Ms. Donna Raposa is a mother 
and friend; she is also a cornerstone in our 
community who enhanced the lives of thou-
sands for the betterment of our District and 
Nation; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Ms. Donna 
Raposa on her retirement and to wish her well 
in her new endeavors; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim March 31, 2017 
as Ms. Donna Raposa Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 31st day of March, 2017. 
f 

COMMEMORATING THE FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIFE AND 
SACRIFICE OF MR. PRIMITIVO 
GARCIA 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the 50th Anniversary of 
Primitivo ‘‘Tivo’’ Garcia’s ultimate sacrifice for 
another. Primitivo’s selfless act of valor and 
history are well known in Missouri’s Fifth Con-
gressional District, which I proudly represent. 
In 1943, Primitivo Garcia Loya was born in 
Chihuhua, Mexico to Antonio Garcia Garcia 
and Gregoria Loya Lerma. At the age of twen-
ty-two, Primitivo migrated to the United States 
with his family in search of the American 
Dream. 

Primitivo was like many other immigrants 
who come to the United States; he wanted to 
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work hard, have a family, pursue his passions 
and buy a home for his mother. He under-
stood that in America, hard work could yield 
all of those things and began his career as a 
shipping clerk. He had hoped this job would 
allow him to marry his fiancé and earn enough 
money to make a down payment on a home 
for his mother. Between he and his brother’s 
pay, they soon put a down payment on a 
house for their mother, but Primitivo wanted to 
earn his citizenship before marrying his bride- 
to-be. 

There was nothing more that Primitivo want-
ed than to become an American Citizen, so he 
and his brother enrolled in English classes at 
Westport High School to meet the necessary 
qualifications for citizenship. It was in this 
class that Primitivo and his brother, Alfredo, 
would meet someone who would change their 
life forever, Mrs. Margaret Kindermann (now 
Margaret Kelso). 

Fifty years ago, on November 15, 1967, 
Primitivo Garcia, and his brother Alfredo Gar-
cia walked out of their night English class and 
heard a scream. They both realized that a 
woman was being accosted outside of their 
school and as Mrs. Kindermann recalled, 
Primitivo and Alfredo were not ‘‘going to let 
this happen.’’ That night, both Garcia brothers 
would save their English teacher, Mrs. 
Kindermann, from impending doom. After 
rushing to their teacher’s aide, the Garcia 
brothers immediately fought off the attackers, 
but one of the attackers drew a gun and shot 
Primitivo. 

As Mrs. Kindermann recalls, she feared for 
her life and the life of her 5-month-old, unborn 
child. Primitivo’s and Alfredo’s bravery saved 
two lives that night, but tragically, Primitivo 
succumbed to his wounds three days later. 

Primitivo Garcia would become the first 
local, Hispanic hero in Kansas City because of 
his benevolent act of sacrifice for his teacher 
and her unborn child. Former Missouri Gov-
ernor Warren Hearnes declared Primitivo an 
honorary citizen of the state as well as de-
clared December 1st to be Primitivo Garcia 
Day in Kansas City. Parks would later be 
named in honor of Primitivo’s story, memorials 
dedicated to his legacy, but in 1992, Joe Arce, 
a local television reporter, did a two-part fea-
ture story that continued Primitivo’s story. 

It was this story that sparked community 
support within the Historic Westside neighbor-
hood to urge the Kansas City, MO School 
Board to name their newly constructed West 
Magnet School as the Primitivo Garcia World 
Language School. A year after Mr. Arce’s 
story, the school was named in Primitivo’s 
honor. 

It is through the actions of Alfredo and the 
sacrifice of his brother, Primitivo, that should 
remind us of our country’s legacy of immigrant 
sacrifice in pursuit of the American Dream. 
Primitivo simply stood up for what he knew to 
be right, helping the helpless in their time of 
need. Primitivo’s spirit and legacy will live on 
through our community’s eternal willingness to 
commemorate this valiant act and I am hon-
ored to share his story with you today. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing 
our heartfelt appreciation to Primitivo Garcia’s 
family. I urge my colleagues to please join me 
in conveying our gratitude to his family and 
community for sharing this great man with us, 
and to allow us to honor his legacy. He is, and 
will forever be, an inspiration to current and fu-
ture generations. 

TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE BISHOP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, you 
see, tax reform is about giving hardworking 
Americans—of all walks of life—the con-
fidence they need to make their dreams a re-
ality. 

So the question that needs to be asked is 
whether or not the current tax code—and all of 
its targeted credits—really increases people’s 
paychecks. . . . Does it treat people fairly? 
Does it put American workers first? What 
about fostering economic growth, does it help 
to create more good-paying jobs? 

Michigan is a great case study. 
You see, I’m from the Motor City, where 

we’re known for our blue collar work ethic. Our 
families come from humble beginnings. They 
get up every morning and go to work to make 
ends meet, and to build a better future for 
their kids. And we’ve persevered through 
some of the most serious economic death spi-
rals. Take 2008, for example. 

At that time, I was Senate Majority Leader 
in Michigan under the last administration, 
overseeing the only Republican branch of gov-
ernment. I saw firsthand how that administra-
tion pursued one targeted tax credits after an-
other that favored one industry over the other. 
It was the classic example of the government 
picking winners and losers—and, as expected, 
it failed miserably. 

As we see at the federal level today, in 
Michigan many of these targeted tax benefits 
were paid for by everyone else: in the form of 
tax increases. And not only did it fail to attract 
growth in emerging sectors as they hoped, but 
it caused our economy to tailspin. 

Michigan quickly became the only state in 
the country experiencing zero economic 
growth. Per capita income went from one of 
the highest, to one of the lowest in a matter 
of just a few years. 

By 2009, unemployment hit nearly 15 per-
cent. (Neighboring states with more hospitable 
environments for job growth attracted our fam-
ily and neighbors). 

More than 800,000 people left our state. 
Just think about that. . . . We were the only 
state to lose population—and we would have 
lost even more had people been able to sell 
their homes. 

But as the Senate Majority Leader of the 
only Republican branch of government, we 
didn’t just say ‘‘no’’ to the government’s failed 
policies, we offered solutions and loaded up 
the pipeline with legislation to help the newly- 
elected Republican legislature and Governor 
Rick Snyder get to work on day one. 

What did we do? Exactly what we’re doing 
here today: tax reform. 

While balancing budgets, we found ways to 
lower rates on individuals. Reduced baseline 
rates for job creators, and eliminated the cred-
its that favored certain industries over others. 
We created an environment that would grow 
the economy, and help families get ahead. 

And sure enough, just two months after 
these reforms, job growth turned positive 
again in Michigan. 

In 2017, Michigan is now a top 10 pro-busi-
ness state, ranked 12th among all states for 

overall business tax climate. Unemployment in 
Livingston County, in my district, is at 3.3 per-
cent as of this September. And the comeback 
continues. 

Detroit is re-emerging again as an economic 
powerhouse. The streets are alive with entre-
preneurs and young people, who live down-
town. The future looks great for the Comeback 
City. 

You see, the moral of the story is that tax 
policy matters. 

Getting tax reform done right means deliv-
ering real relief. I’ve seen it work in Michigan, 
and I know we can do it at a national level. It’s 
not hard. It’s about allowing people to keep 
more of what is rightfully theirs. It’s about free-
ing up more capital to create more jobs, in-
crease wages, and compete at a global level. 
This is how you grow an economy from the 
ground up. 

Let’s vote for our constituents today—do it 
for that middle-income family of four, or the 
single mother of three—and pass this bill 
today. All of us have an obligation to simplify 
the tax code for every American—with lower 
rates—so it’s easier for hardworking people to 
file their taxes and have the peace of mind 
they deserve. 

It’s been 31 years, and the relief can’t come 
soon enough. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR DAISAKU 
AND KANEKO IKEDA 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Daisaku and Kaneko 
Ikeda. 

Whereas, August 24, 1947 is the day a 
young Daisaku Ikeda joined the Soka Gakkai 
and began his unerring pursuit of global peace 
with his revered teacher Josei Toda, and in 
these succeeding 70 years has created a 
global, grass-roots network of 12 million peace 
building citizens in 192 countries and terri-
tories, conducted peace building citizen-diplo-
macy with world leaders during the Cold War, 
authored hundreds of books providing hope 
and encouragement, conducted dialogues on 
substantive issues of the day with thousands 
of leaders around the world, submitted annual 
peace proposals to the United Nations for 35 
years, and established numerous research in-
stitutes aimed at conflict resolution and inter-
cultural dialogue and understanding; and 

Whereas, Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, in his roles as 
philosopher, educator, peace-builder and au-
thor, has dedicated his life to constructing 
bridges of understanding between people of 
different nations and cultures, and between di-
verse philosophical and faith traditions, and 
personified this philosophy in his own activities 
as a firm advocate for dialogue as the basis 
for resolving conflicts and building peace; and 

Whereas, Dr. Ikeda has established the 
Soka education schools around the world, in-
cluding Soka University of America (SUA) in 
Orange County, California, to promote human-
istic education that stimulates and encourages 
each student’s unique potential for learning, 
and empowers their lifelong growth and devel-
opment toward contributive living and peace- 
building; and 
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Whereas, Kaneko Ikeda’s partnership has 

been foundationally integral to her exception-
ally capable husband’s accomplishments over 
these seven decades, serving as confidant, 
scheduler, doctor, nurse, advisor and, most 
importantly, as a loving wife; and 

Whereas, Kaneko Ikeda is an outstanding 
scholar with honorary degrees from more than 
20 academic institutions around the world, a 
peace activist with honors from more than 25 
international cultural institutions, and has re-
ceived more than 75 honorary citizenships 
worldwide and is a model of inspiration for mil-
lions of women; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District .of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the efforts of 
Daisaku and Kaneko Ikeda, in firm recognition 
of their lifetime efforts toward enabling each 
and every individual to live courageous and 
contributive lives as the means to foster a har-
monious and peaceful society; 

Now therefore I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim August 24, 2017 
as Daisaku and Kaneko Ikeda Day in the 4th 
Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 24th day of August, 2017. 
f 

HONORING SYMRA BRANDON 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take a 
moment to honor a dear friend and wonderful 
public servant in the Yonkers community, 
Symra Brandon, who this year is being hon-
ored by the Luther V. Garrison Sr. Masonic 
Foundation Inc. as their 2017 Woman of the 
Year. I have known Symra for many years and 
cannot think of a more deserving honoree. 

Symra was born in New York City, and 
raised in Yonkers, New York. She graduated 
from the same high school I did, Evander 
Childs High School in the Bronx, and went on 
to receive a degree in Sociology at Morgan 
State College, followed by a Master’s of Social 
Work degree from Hunter College School of 
Social Work and in Public Administration from 
Pace University. 

Throughout her distinguished professional 
career, Symra was employed by the West-
chester County Department of Social Services, 
Cornell University’s Family Life Development 
Center, UAW/General Motors Skills Transition 
Center, the Westchester County Youth Bu-
reau, where she served as Acting Director for 
the Youth Bureau, and the Office of Affirma-
tive Action/EEO and Office for the Disabled. 
She retired from Westchester County in 2006 
from the position of Assistant to Westchester 
County Executive Andrew J. Spano/Director of 
the Office of African American Affairs. 

Symra was also a dedicated public servant, 
serving six terms as a Yonkers City Council 
Member for the First District where she was 
the first African American Woman to serve in 
the Council. During her twelve year tenure, 
Symra worked diligently on behalf of her con-
stituents by sponsoring important legislation 
including mandating carbon monoxide detec-
tors, landlord payment of Emergency Tenant 
Protection act fees, Senior Citizen, Veteran 
and Gold Star Parent property tax exemptions, 
and consistently supported development on 

the Yonkers Waterfront in addition to the cre-
ation of jobs and contracts for local residents 
on major projects throughout the City. As a 
community leader, Symra was a conscientious 
advocate for improving the quality of life for 
residents in her district, especially to children 
and the elderly. 

Today, Symra continues to serve the com-
munity as a role model and through her par-
ticipation on many boards and organizations 
including Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Terrace 
City Chapter No. 26, Black Democrats of 
Westchester, the NAACP, National Council of 
Negro Women and The Westchester Black 
Women’s Political Caucus. 

Symra has always been an amazing partner 
to me in Yonkers, and an even better friend. 
It is my privilege to honor and congratulate her 
here today. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LES CLARK 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
along with my colleague Congressman DAVID 
VALADAO, to recognize and pay tribute to Les 
Clark on his retirement this month as Execu-
tive Vice President of the Independent Oil Pro-
ducers’ Agency (IOPA) after 37 years of dedi-
cated service to the ‘‘mom and pop’’ oil pro-
ducers in Kern County. 

Les began his career in the very heart of 
California’s Central Valley. After graduating 
from Taft High, he played football for Taft Col-
lege and later baseball at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno. Shortly after leaving for school 
in Fresno, Les found himself back in the Kern 
oil patch, where he was first introduced to the 
oil business that he would go on to leave an 
incredible impact upon. Les had taken drafting 
classes at Taft College and was subsequently 
recommended by the school when Belridge Oil 
Company, in need of draftsmen, offered him a 
position where he gained a wealth of technical 
knowledge and hands-on experience. 

With this experience and a well-established 
reputation as a down-to-earth, no-nonsense 
communicator, Les became the Executive 
Vice President of IOPA. In this position, he 
worked not only to move IOPA members’ 
crude oil to refineries across the state, or as 
he would say to the ‘‘majors,’’ but he also dog-
gedly and passionately pursued their public 
policy interests at the Federal, state and local 
levels of government—in our state, that’s no 
easy task. With a myriad of Federal regula-
tions layered on top of byzantine state regula-
tions that oil producers come up against daily, 
Les quickly became a regulatory expert learn-
ing complex issues and government proce-
dures to advocate for his members. 

One just has to walk into Les’ office and see 
the stacks of paper-filled boxes and files piled 
on his desk—not to mention the giant model 
wooden oil derrick—to recognize his wealth of 
knowledge accumulated over a lifetime of 
dedicated service to the Kern oil patch. Sitting 
in those old wooden chairs across from his 
desk as we discussed the important issues 
facing Kern County’s small oil producers, Les 
knew where every file was while answering his 
flip phone that rang nearly constantly to close 
a deal or put out a fire for one of his mem-
bers. 

In addition to his work for IOPA, Les is an 
active member of the Bakersfield and Kern 
County communities. Whether it was serving 
as a Taft Union High School Trustee to being 
a president of the Kern County Fair or the Taft 
Chamber of Commerce to chairing the West 
Side Hospital Foundation to being a board 
member of the Fresno State Alumni Associa-
tion or Cal State Bakersfield Foundation, in 
addition to the many state and local advisory 
boards he participated on, he always made 
sure to focus on his family. 

Les founded the Ponytail Softball League 
enabling the girls of Taft—including his daugh-
ters—to learn and enjoy softball. He is also in 
the Little League Hall of Fame for his service 
in coaching Taft little league teams, something 
he did for more than 30 years. Les coached 
baseball for Taft College and was a football 
referee for over 20 years. Many people may 
not know, but Les played competitive fast- 
pitch softball and semi-pro baseball for the 
Kern County League. 

From my time working for former Congress-
man Bill Thomas, to when I served in the Cali-
fornia State Assembly and now in the United 
States House of Representatives, I have al-
ways sought and appreciated Les’ counsel, 
wisdom, and friendship. His larger-than-life 
personality and dry wit always made our con-
versations engaging and memorable. He al-
ways cut right to the crux of an issue and had 
a clear vision of where he wanted things to 
go. And, Les never shied away from telling me 
when he thought I was wrong or why some 
new Federal or state regulation was hurting 
his members, all the while leaning back in his 
chair, arms folded in front of his chest. 

As Les enters this new chapter of his life, 
I’m sure he’s looking forward to spending 
more time with his family, including his wife of 
52 years, June, two daughters, Tessa and 
Kerrie, son ‘‘Little Les,’’ ten grandchildren, Ari-
zona, Ayana, Cash, Darius, Easton, Keelan, 
Logun, Sierra, Tanisha, and Willow, and great 
granddaughter, Zaria. 

Les exemplifies how one can serve their 
community and become a living legend 
through that service—everyone in Bakersfield 
and the Taft community knows him and appre-
ciates his passion and leadership for our re-
gion. We all wish him the best in his retire-
ment. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO PER-
MIT COMMERCIAL FILMING AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY ON THE 
GROUNDS OF THE U.S. CAPITOL 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce a bill to permit commercial filming and 
photography on the grounds of the U.S. Cap-
itol, east of Union Square, the only area where 
such filming is currently authorized. This bill 
would permit commercial filming and photog-
raphy outside of the Capitol and congressional 
office buildings by permit, so long as both the 
House and Senate are not in session. In 
today’ s world, where many societies are fac-
ing upheavals, our country should be the first 
to encourage commercial filming and photog-
raphy of the Capitol, which symbolizes U.S. 
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democracy at work. Hollywood and other com-
mercial filmmakers should not have to go to 
other or fake capitol buildings for movies and 
films about the U.S. Capitol. The current policy 
permitting filming near the United States Bo-
tanic Garden shows that the Capitol police can 
handle filmmaking on Capitol grounds, espe-
cially when Congress is not in session. How-
ever, filming from that vantage point captures 
the least familiar view of the Capitol. At a time 
when the reputation of Congress is particularly 
low, filming of the Capitol, a building that rep-
resents American democracy, could bolster its 
image. Keeping filmmakers from standing in 
front of the Capitol is neither business-friendly 
nor true to the nation’s democratic traditions. 
Encouraging commercial filming and photog-
raphy at the Capitol would help spread the 
story of our national legislature around the 
world. The time is overdue to allow commer-
cial filming and photography of the exterior of 
the historic 19th century Capitol building. 

There is no good reason why commercial 
filming and photography should be confined to 
Union Square. Specifically, my bill gives the 
Capitol Police the discretion, depending on the 
circumstances in and around the Capitol, to 
issue a permit authorizing commercial filming 
and photography under the same conditions 
as those in Union Square. Such areas might 
include, for example, Independence Avenue 
on the House side and Constitution Avenue on 
the Senate side. No policy or security reason 
exists to justify limiting commercial filming and 
photography of the Capitol complex to only 
one location, Union Square, particularly con-
sidering that permits are necessary. People 
are regularly seen on East Capitol Street (east 
of 2nd Street) taking pictures, where they get 
a full view of the Capitol building, dem-
onstrating how arbitrary it is to limit commer-
cial filming and photography to Union Square. 

Capitol Police would also have authority to 
charge a fee to cover any costs incurred by 
the Architect of the Capitol as a result of the 
issuance of the permit, to be deposited into 
the Capitol Trust Account. The Capitol Trust 
Account was established to accept proceeds 
from any fees collected for commercial filming 
and photography permits for Union Square. 
Amounts in the Capitol Trust Account would 
be available without fiscal year limitation for 
such maintenance, improvements, and 
projects with respect to the Capitol grounds as 
the Architect of the Capitol considers appro-
priate, subject to the approval of the Appro-
priations Committees of the House and Sen-
ate. 

Views of the U.S. Capitol are among Amer-
ica’s most iconic. Limiting commercial filming 
and photography of the Capitol, an important 
vehicle for telling the nation’s story, does not 
serve the American people. Indeed, most of 
the world knows our country and reveres our 
system of government largely through com-
mercial films and photos of the Capitol, which 
symbolizes our democracy at work. Commer-
cial films and photographs of the Capitol, the 
seat of our democracy, are perhaps the best 
modern vehicles for telling the nation’s story 
and showcasing its democratic system of gov-
ernment. Republicans and Democrats alike re-
vere the image as a symbol of patriotism. My 
bill would enable appropriate, permitted com-
mercial filming and photography of the Capitol, 
and would create economic benefits for the 
nation, the city, and private business. 

PROCLAMATION FOR DR. CEDRIC 
ALEXANDER 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Dr. Cedric Alexander: 

Whereas, Dr. Cedric Alexander is cele-
brating forty (40) years in law enforcement this 
year, and has provided stellar leadership as a 
Police Chief and Deputy Chief Operating Offi-
cer for Public Safety to DeKalb County and 
beyond; and 

Whereas, Dr. Alexander, has served pas-
sionately as a servant leader while pioneering 
and sustaining community policing, using his 
talents and skills as a vessel to ensure that 
justice and liberty finds its way to citizens from 
all walks of life; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man has been recognized by his colleagues in 
law enforcement, he is president of the Na-
tional Organization of Black Law Enforcement 
Executives, as well as, a national advocate for 
better policing; and 

Whereas, Dr. Alexander is an accomplished 
author who has published ‘‘The New Guard-
ians: Policing in America’s Communities for 
the 21st Century,’’ which outlines the roles of 
police officers as guardians of public trust 
while providing the partnership needed to build 
communities; and 

Whereas, he retires today from his post as 
Deputy Chief Operating Officer for Public 
Safety, we are thankful that Dr. Alexander has 
utilized his leadership, education and talents 
to make a difference in the lives of countless 
people across our nation; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Dr. Cedric Alex-
ander, as he celebrates his retirement after 40 
years in law enforcement, and wish him well 
as he embarks upon his new endeavors; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim March 15, 2017 
as Dr. Cedric Alexander Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 15th day of March, 2017. 
f 

HONORING CHRISTOPHER KUI 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the outstanding leadership and 
achievements of Mr. Christopher Kui, Execu-
tive Director of Asian American for Equality 
(AAFE) on the occasion of his retirement after 
31 years of public service. AAFE is a non- 
profit organization dedicated to social justice 
and community development. It was founded 
in 1974 in New York City’s Chinatown commu-
nity in response to a local developer’s refusal 
to hire Asian-American workers for the feder-
ally financed towering apartment complex 
known today as Confucius Plaza. 

Chris immigrated to New York from Hong 
Kong at the young age of 10. As a newcomer, 
he witnessed early in life the injustice and dis-

crimination faced by the Asian immigrant com-
munity in the areas of housing, education, em-
ployment practices and more. This experience 
helped shaped his life and career path. In 
1986, he joined AAFE where he helped 
strengthen the organization’s approach to ad-
vocacy and community development. In 1991, 
he assumed the position of Executive Director 
where he has served for the last twenty-five 
years. His vision, leadership and comprehen-
sive approach to community planning has 
been extraordinary and has served as a model 
for other organizations. In this capacity, Chris 
successfully raised more than $100 million to 
build more than 800 housing units for low-in-
come and homeless families and individuals. 
In his efforts to promote homeownership op-
portunities, he secured $378 million in mort-
gage financing. 

In addition to his leadership role at AAFE, 
Chris is also the founder and board chair of 
Renaissance Economic Development Corpora-
tion (REDC). REDC is an AAFE-affiliate that 
provides counseling to small businesses and 
has loaned more than $44 million to over one- 
thousand businesses during the past ten 
years. During Hurricane Sandy, it assisted 200 
small businesses and awarded a citywide total 
of $3.5 million dollars in loans and grants. 

There is no doubt that Chris has been re-
sponsible for AAFE’s growth and success. His 
breadth of knowledge, understanding of social 
policy, small business and housing have 
greatly contributed to the public and private 
partnerships that have fueled job creation and 
community development in Manhattan’s 
Chinatown community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing Christopher Kui for his 31 
years of exemplary service and dedication to 
the Asian-American and diverse immigrant 
communities of New York City. My district is 
enriched by his vision and lasting legacy. I 
wish him a healthy and enjoyable retirement. 

f 

HONORING CONGREGATION BETH 
TIKVAH 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an important member of South 
Jersey’s religious community, Congregation 
Beth Tikvah led by Rabbi Nathan Weiner, and 
to denounce the hate speech that was inflicted 
upon the congregation. 

Recently, Congregation Beth Tikvah’s syna-
gogue was defamed by vandals who wrote out 
homophobic and racial slurs on the roof. This 
type of hate has no place in South Jersey’s 
community or any community across our 
country. Anti-Semitism—and all types of hate 
speech—is un-American and a direct betrayal 
of the values on which this nation was found-
ed. 

We must call out prejudice, intolerance and 
violence wherever it exists and whoever per-
petrates it. And we must all have the courage 
to protect the persecuted and speak out 
against bigotry and hatred. 

Congregation Beth Tikvah is a welcoming 
place that teaches the values of joy, commu-
nity building, and peace. Under Rabbi Nathan 
Weiner’s dynamic leadership, this community 
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and their members have spread these values 
throughout South Jersey and I’m proud to rep-
resent them in Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, places of worship, like Con-
gregation Beth Tikvah, are vital to our commu-
nities. They provide people comfort in times of 
need, care for those less fortunate, and en-
able people to come together and express 
their faith. I’m grateful for the impact Con-
gregation Beth Tikvah has made on South 
Jersey. And I know many of my constituents 
feel the same way. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR MS. 
BRIDGETTE DIXON THURMAN 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Ms. Bridgette Dixon 
Thurman: 

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals 
who are called to contribute to the needs of 
our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and 

Whereas, Ms. Bridgette Dixon Thurman has 
answered that call by giving of herself as an 
Assistant Principal at Dunaire Elementary, and 
as a beloved daughter, mother and friend; and 

Whereas, Ms. Thurman has been chosen as 
the 2017 Administrator of the Year, rep-
resenting Dunaire Elementary school; and 

Whereas, Ms. Thurman is a graduate of the 
DeKalb County Schools, a mother of children 
in the DeKalb County Schools, a former teach-
er in the DeKalb County Schools, and for the 
past 25 years continues to make a difference 
in the lives of children as an Administrator in 
the DeKalb County Schools System; and 

Whereas, Ms. Thurman is a virtuous 
woman, a courageous woman and a fearless 
leader who has shared her vision, talents and 
passion to help ensure that our teachers and 
administrators have the tools, support and re-
sources needed to promote and produce an 
educational product that the community will 
find desirable; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Ms. Bridgette 
Dixon Thurman for her leadership and service 
for our District and in recognition of this sin-
gular honor as 2017 Administrator of the Year 
at Dunaire Elementary School; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim May 22, 2017 as 
Ms. Bridgette Dixon Thurman Day in the 4th 
Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 22nd day of May, 2017. 
f 

THE RETIREMENT OF JIM RUANE, 
MAYOR OF SAN BRUNO, FROM 
PUBLIC OFFICE 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the extraordinary public service of 

Jim Ruane, the Mayor of San Bruno, Cali-
fornia, who is leaving office after 22 years of 
unparalleled leadership, eight of them as 
Mayor. His wisdom, eloquence, and devotion 
to civic leadership will be sorely missed by the 
43,000 residents of his beloved community by 
the bay. 

Jim was first elected to the city council in 
1995 after previously serving on the planning 
commission. Since he joined the council, and 
under his leadership and that of colleagues, 
San Bruno has undergone a transformation. A 
deactivated Navy base was transformed into a 
vibrant, mixed use community. Tanforan Shop-
ping Mall has been revitalized and San 
Bruno’s downtown core is poised for revitaliza-
tion. Jim’s service also includes the conten-
tious period leading to the establishment of 
BART service to the San Francisco Peninsula, 
through San Bruno. 

The creation of an elevated right of way for 
Caltrain above San Bruno Avenue was dec-
ades in the making. Today, traffic in San 
Bruno moves smoothly and without interrup-
tion from the 92 daily commuter trains that 
serve the Peninsula. Personally, I love trains, 
but it would take a true romantic to love being 
stuck on San Bruno Avenue in a long line of 
traffic as the trains go by on a hot summer 
day. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps the most solemn duty 
that any of us undertake as elected represent-
atives is to defend our community’s interests 
after a fatal assault. On September 9, 2010, 
San Bruno was fatally assaulted by the Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company when a 30 inch 
high pressure natural gas pipeline ruptured, 
killing eight innocent people, destroying 38 
homes, and damaging dozens more. The fire 
was so enormous that fire equipment from 
throughout the Bay Area and beyond re-
sponded. 

From the beginning, and for years after-
wards, Jim Ruane was, without question, one 
of the finest public servants I have ever wit-
nessed. Literally in the heat of the moment, he 
offered accurate and comforting information to 
his community and also to the world. In the 
days and months after the explosion, Mayor 
Ruane led his community in endless meetings, 
forcing PG&E to answer tough questions 
about its role in the explosion and deaths. 
Throughout that time, I joined him and wit-
nessed his steady hand in both quieting trau-
matized crowds and reassuring tearful neigh-
bors that justice would be done and answers 
delivered. 

Mr. Speaker, San Bruno didn’t have to pur-
sue justice by suing PG&E, but it did. San 
Bruno didn’t have to pursue justice by expos-
ing corruption at a state agency known as the 
California Public Utilities Commission, but it 
did. San Bruno did not have to issue sub-
poenas and release documents to the world 
exposing the cozy relationship of PG&E and 
its regulators, but the city did because doing 
so was part of the process of justice needed 
to demonstrate that no entity—including 
PG&E—is above the law. The utility was sub-
sequently found guilty in federal court of mul-
tiple felonies. It was fined $3 million by the 
court, after earlier being penalized $1.6 billion 
by a reconstituted California Public Utilities 
Commission. 

I am firmly convinced that the leadership of 
San Bruno—and importantly all of its 
councilmembers during these years—did our 
nation a public service by independently seek-

ing justice in this case. Notably, Jim Ruane 
was the ever-present face of conviction. He 
remained absolutely convinced that America’s 
legal system would allow a mouse to roar. 
And roar it did. We as a Congress have failed 
to learn the lessons of San Bruno, and have 
repeatedly failed to cure the defects in federal 
statutes that contributed to the San Bruno ca-
tastrophe. However, the actions of the City of 
San Bruno have made America safer by forc-
ing management to consider safety in pipeline 
operations. 

Jim Ruane is the loving father of Jim Jr. and 
Stephanie, and the proud grandfather to 
Gavin, Patrick, Brendan and Ryan. He is also 
the devoted husband of Noreen, his partner in 
life and fellow resident of San Bruno for over 
40 years. He is a veteran of the Vietnam War 
era. 

Today, I rise to celebrate Mayor Jim Ruane, 
a man like few others. He is quiet and wise in 
normal times, but imbued with a natural com-
mand presence during times of exigency. In 
my book, he is one of our local heroes. With 
his departure, we thank him for bringing jus-
tice to us all, crafted like the best plaster orna-
mentation his company creates in its daily 
work, an enduring beauty for every citizen to 
behold. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE REDUCING 
LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Reducing Long-Term Unemployment 
Act to address one of the lingering workforce 
tragedies in today’s economy—our long-term 
unemployed—and to keep the economy grow-
ing. Although the overall unemployment rate 
has fallen to approximately four percent, 
Americans who have remained unemployed 
for longer than 27 weeks have not enjoyed a 
similar recovery. In October 2017, the number 
of long-term unemployed (those jobless for 27 
weeks or more) was 1.6 million, which ac-
counted for 24.8 percent of the total unem-
ployed population. 

To make matters even worse, the long-term 
unemployed now face employment discrimina-
tion as employers show reluctance to hire 
these job-seekers because of the length of 
their unemployment. Therefore, my bill pro-
vides a necessary incentive to hire the long- 
term unemployed—a $5,000 tax credit for em-
ployers against their payroll tax liability for 
each (net) new long-term unemployed person 
they hire. This tax credit is large enough to 
give employers an incentive to increase the 
hiring and wages of those who have been 
unjustifiably left behind, while ensuring that the 
economy benefits from their participation. The 
credit would be available to the broadest base 
of employers because every employer, includ-
ing nonprofits, pays payroll taxes, and employ-
ers could claim the credit on a quarterly, rath-
er than annual, basis. According to the inde-
pendent, non-partisan Congressional Budget 
Office, the proposal would ‘‘increase both out-
put and employment’’ through four mecha-
nisms: (1) with lower employment costs, em-
ployers would reduce the costs of their prod-
ucts and services, which, in turn, would first 
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boost sales and then hiring and hours worked; 
(2) employers would pass on some of the tax 
savings to employees in the form of higher 
wages or other compensation, which, in turn, 
would increase employees’ purchasing power; 
(3) higher profits would lead to higher stock 
prices for public companies, increasing share-
holders’ wealth and therefore their willingness 
to spend; and (4) with lower employment 
costs, employers would increase hiring. The 
bill has safeguards to prevent employers from 
gaming the system, including denying a credit 
to an employer that fires one employee and 
hires a replacement in order to take advan-
tage of the incentive. 

For some time, it has been clear that tar-
geted policies are necessary to address to-
day’s stubborn long-term unemployment rates. 
Without significant targeting, the long-term un-
employed are in danger of becoming perma-
nently unemployed. This group of competent 
and experienced Americans deserves better. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR BASICS 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for BASICS: 

Whereas, in 1976, the State Bar of Georgia 
began its Bar Association Support to Improve 
Correctional Services (BASICS), answering a 
Supreme Court challenge to attorneys to have 
a more active role in reducing recidivism rates. 
Since that time BASICS has been a worthy in-
strument for good in the state of Georgia; and 

Whereas, the State Bar of Georgia is the 
only Bar Association that continues to have a 
BASICS World of Work program and we cele-
brate their forty years of service and making a 
difference in the lives of many; and 

Whereas, this organization is a champion 
for facilitating self-rehabilitation through edu-
cation throughout our state, ensuring the rights 
and liberties of our returning citizens into our 
communities, and making our society safer 
and stronger; and 

Whereas, its members tirelessly and uncon-
ditionally serve our community by providing 
their time and talents to deliver a powerful, 
positive impact that results in productive citi-
zens, enhanced community safety and re-
duced prison costs; and 

Whereas, the lives of many in our district 
are influenced by the leadership and service 
given by the staff and members of BASICS. 
My district and our state is a better place due 
to their commitment to excellence in all of their 
endeavors; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize BASICS for its 
outstanding service to our state and to wish its 
members well on their 40th anniversary; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim March 4, 2017 as 
BASICS Day in the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 4th day of March, 2017. 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ROYAL STUDIOS IN 
MEMPHIS 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate with my constituents and the entire 
music-loving world the 60th anniversary of 
Willie Mitchell’s Royal Studios in my home-
town of Memphis, Tennessee. Everyone 
knows a song mixed in the iconic South Mem-
phis recording studio—whether it’s last year’s 
Grammy Award Record of the Year, Mark 
Ronson and Bruno Mars’ ‘‘Uptown Funk,’’ Al 
Green’s classic ‘‘I’m Still in Love With You,’’ 
Boz Skaggs’ album full of tunes called ‘‘Mem-
phis,’’ or Bobby ‘‘Blue’’ Bland’s ‘‘Touch of the 
Blues.’’ Royal Studios, started in 1957 by the 
late Willie Mitchell, was the home of Hi and 
the Hi Rhythm Section and produced chart- 
topping hits throughout the 1960s and ’70s. 
One of the oldest continuously operating re-
cording studios, it remains a place of pilgrim-
age under a second generation of Mitchell 
leadership, hosting such stars as the Rolling 
Stones’ Keith Richards and Led Zeppelin’s 
Robert Plant, among many others. I recently 
attended the electrifying 60th anniversary cele-
bration for Royal Studios at the historic 
Orpheum Theatre and heard Tony Joe White 
play ‘‘A Rainy Night in Georgia,’’ Syl John-
son’s meditative version of Al Green’s and the 
late Mabon ‘‘Teenie’’ Hodges’ ‘‘Take Me to the 
River,’’ and Anthony Hamilton’s soulful version 
of Green’s signature ‘‘Tired of Being Alone.’’ 
Grammy Award winning saxophonist Kirk 
Whalum opened the show, which featured 
Ronnie Brooks doing Otis Clay’s ‘‘Trying to 
Live My Life Without You’’ and Natalie 
Stovall’s memorable version of ‘‘I Can’t Stand 
the Rain.’’ Bluesman Robert Cray and Dave 
Stewart of the Eurythmics also charmed the 
crowd. The show, emceed by Willie’s son 
Lawrence ‘‘Boo’’ Mitchell, who engineered 
‘‘Uptown Funk’’ and saw it stay at No. 1 on 
Billboard’s Hot 100 for 14 weeks, paid tribute 
to a Memphis institution still going strong into 
is seventh decade. I want to congratulate all 
the Royal family of musicians and technicians 
and encourage my friends to find the time this 
holiday season to sit and listen to Boz Skaggs’ 
version of ‘‘So Good to Be Here,’’ or any of 
the hundreds of songs on the Royal Studios 
discography. We’re so glad Royal Studios 
continues to bring Memphis music to the world 
and help it dance to a Memphis beat. I wish 
it many more years of success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF KEN IBARRA 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the accomplishments of an uncom-
monly generous man who has donated count-
less hours to his community in both public and 
private life. Ken Ibarra, the Vice Mayor of the 
City of San Bruno, is leaving public office after 
21 years. To say that Ken will be missed is an 
understatement. 

To imagine Ken Ibarra, you must first imag-
ine a version of the Energizer Bunny, except 
that this bunny has an enormous smile and is 
crowned with beautiful, jet black hair. As to 
Ken’s energy, let me offer you just one exam-
ple. The San Bruno Lions Club is one of the 
most active clubs on the Peninsula. At civic 
events in San Bruno Park, the club’s BBQ is 
often set up. Now, imagine the Energizer 
Bunny, sweating from all-day exposure to the 
heat, slinging hamburgers right and left, shout-
ing out to hundreds of friends, tossing hot 
dogs onto hot platters, and all the while down-
ing an extraordinary amount of unidentified, 
but undoubtedly healthy, liquid refreshment. 

Obviously, Ken puts the bunny to shame. 
In addition to these and other volunteer 

tasks, Ken has served in multiple leadership 
positions in the Lions Clubs, up to the district 
level where he served as District Governor in 
2009. He has always embodied the slogan of 
the Lions: We Serve. He has also devoted his 
leadership skills to the American Cancer Soci-
ety Relay for Life and the Bay Area Special 
Olympics Lions Club. 

Ken Ibarra was originally appointed to serve 
an unexpired term on the city council, and 
from that day forward he never ceased his 
dedication to the betterment of San Bruno. 
During his years in office, he’s represented the 
City of San Bruno on so many local and coun-
tywide boards and commissions that they are 
too numerous to mention. Importantly, Ken 
has served on the San Mateo County Trans-
portation Authority, the San Mateo County 
Housing Endowment and Regional Trust 
(HEART) Board, the Grand Boulevard Steer-
ing Committee, and the San Francisco Airport 
Community Roundtable. 

During his time in office, Ken and his coun-
cil colleagues reshaped the face of San 
Bruno, dealing with many longstanding com-
munity challenges including the grade separa-
tion of the Caltrain right of way, the renovation 
of Tanforan Shopping Mall, the construction of 
new housing at the Crossings/San Bruno, and 
water and wastewater improvements that only 
an architect and civic improvement aficionado 
like Ken Ibarra could truly appreciate. I can 
honestly say that it takes a really special per-
son to get excited by wastewater improvement 
projects. Well, thankfully for San Bruno, Ken 
Ibarra is that kind of guy. 

On September 9, 2010, San Bruno was 
rocked by the explosion of a high pressure 
natural gas transmission pipeline. Eight resi-
dents were killed, 38 homes destroyed outright 
and dozens more severely damaged. In the 
aftermath of the explosion, Ken Ibarra stood in 
alliance with his council colleagues in seeking 
justice for those killed and for the entire city. 
Over hours in the intervening years, Ken 
helped lead his community through the painful 
discovery of malfeasance by the Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company, wrongdoing that cul-
minated in felony convictions for the com-
pany’s actions, $1.6 billion in penalties, and $3 
million in court-ordered fines. 

It takes a special type of person to file for 
re-election in the years after the trust of your 
fellow citizens has been rocked to its core by 
fatal corporate wrongdoing. Always, you must 
ask yourself, ‘‘Is it worth it?’’ Ken filed, and 
was re-elected. However, as a local govern-
ment official under these circumstances, you 
lose sleep, shed tears, publicly and privately 
grieve, and try to help your community focus 
on tomorrow and its possibilities while its citi-
zens are constantly haunted by the past. Ken 
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Ibarra is a true leader, as demonstrated by the 
enormous empathy and devotion that he 
showed to his neighbors and constituents 
through numerous public meetings, private de-
liberations, and policy choices leading to re-
covery in San Bruno. 

Ken Ibarra is leaving civic life, but we who 
know him well know that civic engagement will 
never leave Ken Ibarra. He is a skilled archi-
tect of both structures and civic pride. We 
wish him well as he enters another phase of 
his life where he will undoubtedly pursue both 
crafts for years to come. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR REVEREND 
DR. DERRICK R. RHODES 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Reverend Dr. Derrick 
R. Rhodes: 

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals 
who are called to contribute to the needs of 
our community through Pastoral leadership 
and service; and 

Whereas, Reverend Dr. Derrick R. Rhodes 
has given of himself to lead Kelly Chapel 
United Methodist Church these past ten years 
as Senior Pastor and under the guidance of 
God has pioneered and sustained Kelly Chap-
el United Methodist Church as an instrument 
in our community that uplifts the spiritual, 
physical and mental welfare of our citizens; 
and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man of God has given hope to the hopeless 
by ministering the word of God, he educates 
the masses as an author and counselor, he is 
engaged in the civic affairs of our community 
as the founder and first president of the West 
Georgia Ministerial Alliance, a member of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., and as a mem-
ber of the Prince Hall Masonic Order; and 

Whereas, Reverend Dr. Derrick R. Rhodes 
is a spiritual warrior, a man of compassion, a 
fearless leader and a servant to all, but most 
of all a visionary who has shared not only with 
his Church, but with our District and the world 
his passion to spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Reverend Dr. Der-
rick R. Rhodes as he celebrates his 10th Pas-
toral Anniversary at Kelly Chapel United Meth-
odist Church; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim May 21, 2017 as 
Reverend Dr. Derrick R. Rhodes Day in the 
4th Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 21st day of May, 2017. 

HONORING ROBYN KRUEGER ON 40 
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 
TO COMMUNITY MISSIONS OF NI-
AGARA FRONTIER, INC. 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Community Missions, Inc. 
(CMI) of Niagara Frontier’s Executive Director, 
Ms. Robyn Krueger on the occasion of her 
40th Anniversary of dedicated service to those 
in need throughout the City of Niagara Falls 
and beyond its borders. 

Since 1925, Community Missions’ guiding 
principle to provide ‘‘Compassion in Action’’ 
remains a clarion call to all those who lead, 
work, volunteer and engage with individuals 
and families to reach their full potential. This 
organization has expanded its reach beyond 
its initial population of homeless individuals to 
now include 19 programs within four divisions 
known as Crisis & Community Services, Men-
tal Health Housing Services, Mental Health 
Recovery Services and Youth Services, re-
flecting the changing needs of the community 
throughout the decades. 

Community Missions’ vision to help people 
find their place in the world is certainly per-
sonified in its long-time Executive Director, 
Robyn Krueger. Hired in 1977, she began her 
career with CMI as a live-in houseparent to six 
adolescent males in the City of Niagara Falls. 
She graduated from SUNY at Buffalo with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology in 1985 and 
completed several selected graduate studies 
in the Counseling and Educational Psychology 
Department. Ms. Krueger was named Execu-
tive Director of CMI in September of 1994. For 
the more than two decades since she as-
sumed this role, CMI continues to open its 
doors to better reflect the changing needs of 
the community. As CMI provides almost 50 
percent more meals than it did 10 years ago, 
it is clear those needs are growing. In 2016 
alone, Community Missions provided 11,104 
nights of shelter, 89,366 meals, 6,744 individ-
uals with clothing, 2,295 care days in Youth 
Services, 46,888 care days in Recovery Serv-
ices, 73,994 care days in Housing Services 
and 182 opportunities for Faith Development. 

Ms. Krueger’s extensive professional and 
community involvement spreads beyond her 
duties as Executive Director as she serves on 
a variety of local, county and state commit-
tees, boards and associations in leadership 
and active roles. These include the Associa-
tion for Community Living, Homeless Alliance 
of Western New York, Juvenile Detention As-
sociation of NYS, Niagara Behavioral 
Healthcare Network, Niagara County Juvenile 
Justice Taskforce and NYS Association for 
Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services, Inc. 

A member of the Who’s Who among Out-
standing Business Executives, this determined 
administrator is a graduate of Leadership Ni-
agara’s Class of 2004. Her achievements 
have earned her the 2006 Anthony J. 
Cuccurullo Award from the New York State 
Juvenile Detention Association, the 2011 Niag-
ara Award for Management from the YWCA of 
Niagara Frontier, and the 2013 Killian Vetter 
Individual Achievement Award given by the 
Homeless Alliance of Western New York. 
Other well deserved recognitions include the 

Woman Vanessa Scott Ministries ‘‘I Shall 
Wear a Crown’’ Award given for Ministry Serv-
ice, the Dominion Life Christian Center ‘‘Lion 
of Judah’’ Award for longevity of service to the 
community, and the 2016 Niagara University 
President’s Award–St. Vincent de Paul. 

Ms. Krueger’s commitment to service clearly 
includes putting others first as her heart, hu-
manity and deep faith are integral to her lead-
ership style. She publicly proclaims so often 
that ‘‘operating such a diverse organization 
would not be possible without the help of our 
dedicated staff, along with the unwavering 
support of our community.’’ These are more 
than mere words as for 25 years CMI recog-
nizes their volunteers and supporters for their 
countless hours of commitment, care and con-
cern for their neighbors in need with its Annual 
Compassion in Action Awards Brunch. 

CMI continues to strengthen its public, pri-
vate and non-profit partnerships, with institu-
tions such as United Way of Niagara County 
and Niagara University, as it is actively en-
gaged in the planning, programs and interven-
tion strategies presented at the Annual Pov-
erty Conference. The leadership of Community 
Missions and the Niagara Falls Memorial Med-
ical Center have joined forces to increase re-
covery and understanding with a focus on the 
annual Interfaith Community Prayer Service. 
Under Ms. Krueger’s direction, these works 
and other ongoing collaborative efforts have 
earned Community Missions the Catholic 
Charities 2003 Community Partner and the 
2009 Niagara USA Chamber Community Ad-
vocate of the Year Award. On Wednesday, 
November 29th, 2017, the Community Mis-
sions family including staff, board members, 
volunteers, supporters and friends will gather 
to observe 92 years of service to the Niagara 
Frontier. The highlight of this event will be the 
heartfelt acknowledgement of Robyn Krueger’s 
40 years of helping countless families and in-
dividuals reach their full potential. 

It should be noted that the 40th is tradition-
ally known as the ruby anniversary, as the 
symbolism behind that crimson stone rests in 
its inner flame that represents a living and vi-
brant love. It should be said that Ms. Robyn 
Krueger possesses that inner flame as her 
professional career and personal commitment 
represents a living and vibrant love for Com-
munity Missions, her faith and her fellow 
human beings. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the signifi-
cant contributions and good works of Ms. 
Robyn Krueger as her 40th Anniversary is rec-
ognized during this ‘‘Season of Thanks’’ cele-
bration, and to thank her and Community Mis-
sions of Niagara Frontier, Inc. for making a 
real difference in our world. 

f 

HONORING KENNETH LEE 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a pillar of the community, Kenneth 
Wayne Lee, who this year is being honored by 
the Luther V. Garrison Sr. Masonic Foundation 
Inc. as their 2017 Man of the Year. Kenny has 
always been active in his community and is 
most deserving of this honor. 

Kenny was educated in the Greenburgh 
Central 7 School District where he excelled 
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both in the classroom and on the athletic field. 
Kenny graduated Woodlands High School with 
honors in 1981 and after graduation, he ac-
cepted a baseball scholarship to attend Tulane 
University in New Orleans, LA. 

In 1985, Kenny completed his degree from 
Tulane and signed a Letter of Intent with the 
Cincinnati Reds of Major League Baseball. He 
also completed two years of AA Baseball in 
Birmingham, Alabama and one year in Yasu, 
Japan. 

In 1989, Kenny became a Master Mason 
and member of The Bright Hope Lodge No. 62 
in White Plains, New York. Kenny elevated to 
Worshipful Master in 2003 and has held a 
number of appointed Grand Lodge offices for 
MWPHGL of New York, including Grand Li-
brarian (2004 to 2009) and DDGM (2010 to 
Present). He is also affiliated with Bright Hope 
Chapter No. 46, Pentecost Consistory No. 98 
and A.E.A.O.N.M.S. Elejmal Temple No. 185. 

Professionally, Kenny was employed by IBM 
for 28 years, where he moved up the cor-
porate ladder, and today serves as Corporate 
Security Supervisor for Century Protective 
Services. He is also a member of Trinity 
United Methodist Church in White Plains, NY, 
where he is involved in several activities spon-
sored by the church. In addition, Kenny was 
involved in many community activities such as: 
Feeding the Less Fortunate, Widows Mother’s 
Day Breakfast, Thanksgiving Food Basket 
Giveaway, and coaching youth baseball. 

Kenny has always been willing to lend a 
helping hand, which is why he is receiving this 
great honor. I want to congratulate and thank 
him for all he has done to better our commu-
nity. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TERRY AND CONNIE 
BUTTLER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Terry and 
Connie Buttler of Guthrie Center, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary 
on September 30th. 

Terry and Connie’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

HONORING AFRICAN EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a devoted and inspirational church, the 

African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas 
(AECST), of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

This year AECST celebrates 225 years of 
dedicated ministry and service to the commu-
nity of Philadelphia. AECST has provided 225 
years of ‘‘Legacy, Faith, and Hope’’. AECST 
was founded in 1792, by Reverend Absalom 
Jones and stands as the first Black Episcopal 
Church in the U.S.A. It is also recognized as 
one of two oldest black churches in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. 

Historically, AECST was founded to provide 
religious support, foster personal and religious 
freedoms, and self-determination for persons 
of African descent. The original African Church 
was an outgrowth of the Free African Society, 
a mutual aid organization established in 1787 
by Absalom Jones, Richard Allen and others 
to assist the Black population in Philadelphia. 
The early religious services were held in pri-
vate homes and in a school. Within the con-
gregation were many who, because of growing 
racial tension and insults had followed the lay 
preachers, Absalom Jones and Richard Allen, 
broke away from the St. George’s Methodist 
Church. Affiliation with the Episcopal Church 
was ratified in 1794. The Reverend Absalom 
Jones became the first Episcopal priest of Afri-
can American descent and the first rector of 
St. Thomas’ Church. 

AECST has been in the vanguard of action 
to sustain the legacy of humanitarianism and 
community outreach passed down from its 
founders. Admirably, AECST’s clergy and pa-
rishioners have played key roles in the aboli-
tion, anti-slavery and Underground Railroad 
movements and the early equal rights move-
ment of the 1800’s. Over the past fifty years, 
AECST has figured prominently in the civil 
rights movement, The NAACP, Union of Black 
Episcopalians, Opportunities Industrialization 
Center, Philadelphia Interfaith Action and The 
Episcopal Church Women. Paramount, how-
ever, has been the movement to uphold the 
knowledge and value of the Black presence in 
the Episcopal Church. Today, that tradition 
continues with an ever-growing membership 
and through a host of ministries such as 
Christian Formation, the Chancel Choir, Gos-
pel Choir, Jazz Ensemble, Men’s Fellowship, 
Young Adult and Youth Ministries, a Church 
School, Health Ministry, Caring Ministry, and a 
Shepherding Program. 

Today, AECST flourishes as an open, 
Christ-centered community of faith where the 
Gospel is taught, lived and spread. As evi-
denced through AECST’s history, they have a 
longstanding dedication toward advocating 
and improving the lives of others. 

The 2nd Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania extends gratitude to the African Epis-
copal Church of St. Thomas for its dedicated 
support to the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO IRENE STIMSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Irene 
Stimson of Blanchard, Iowa on the very spe-
cial occasion of her 100th birthday. Irene was 
born on October 19, 1917. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Irene’s life. Since her birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Irene has lived through 
eighteen United States Presidents and twenty- 
five Governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the 
population of the United States has more than 
tripled. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Irene in the United States Congress and it is 
my pleasure to wish her a very happy 100th 
birthday. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Irene on reaching this in-
credible milestone, and in wishing her even 
more health and happiness in the years to 
come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing Roll Call votes held on November 28, 
2017, I was inescapably detained handling im-
portant matters related to my District and the 
State of Alabama. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YES on H.R. 2768, and NO on 
H.R. 3115. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 2017 NODAWAY 
VALLEY BOYS CROSS COUNTRY 
TEAM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the 
Nodaway Valley High School Boys Cross 
Country team for winning the Iowa Class 1A 
State Cross Country Championship for the 
third consecutive year. In addition to the 
championship, the team set a program record 
with an average time of 16:56 for their seven 
varsity runners. 

I would like to congratulate each member of 
the team: 

Runners: Brycen Wallace, Skyler Rawlings, 
Austin Lundy, Joel Blazek, Joshua Baudler, 
Tyler Breheny and Ben Breheny 

Head Coach: Darrell Burmeister 
Assistant Coaches: David Swanson, Phyllis 

Eshelman, Alyse Herr Dreher 
Mr. Speaker, the example set by these stu-

dents and their coaches demonstrates the re-
wards of hard work, dedication, and persever-
ance. I am honored to represent them in the 
United States Congress. I ask that all of my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating these 
young men for their achievements in this rig-
orous competition and wishing them all noth-
ing but continued success. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MEL TILLIS 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to country music’s stellar singer-songwriter 
Mel Tillis, the Country Music Association’s en-
tertainer of the year in 1976, who overcame a 
lifetime of stuttering through song. Lonnie Mel-
vin Tillis died earlier this month at 85. He had 
six No. 1 country singles as a singer, including 
‘‘Good Woman Blues’’ in 1976 and ‘‘Southern 
Rains’’ in 1981 and wrote such memorable 
tunes as ‘‘I’m Tired’’ for Webb Pierce, ‘‘The 
Snakes Crawl at Night’’ for Charley Pride and, 
with Danny Dill and Carl Perkins, the Patsy 
Cline hit ‘‘So Wrong.’’ Mel’s songs explored 
the dark caverns of deep emotion typified by 
his somber ballad ‘‘Ruby, Don’t Take Your 
Love to Town,’’ about a cheating wife, which 
was a big hit for Kenny Rogers in 1969. Mel 
was also inducted into the Nashville Song-
writers Hall of Fame in 1976 and to the Coun-
try Music Hall of Fame in 2007. I want to ex-
tend my condolences to his family, particularly 
my friend and Mel’s singer-songwriter daugh-
ter Pam Tillis, who recorded a tribute disk for 
her father in 2002: ‘‘It’s All Relative: Tillis 
Sings Tillis.’’ Although he was born and died 
in Florida, Tennesseans and all Americans will 
remember and cherish forever his lovely bari-
tone and haunting lyrics. America has lost a 
true original. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARY AND LARRY 
HARRISON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mary and 
Larry Harrison of Council Bluffs, Iowa on the 
very special occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary. They were married on September 
9, 1967 at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in 
Corning, Iowa. 

Mary and Larry’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the 
best. 

f 

PANCREATIC CANCER 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, No-
vember has been dedicated as Pancreatic 

Cancer Awareness Month. As such, I would 
like to help acknowledge all those affected by 
this type of cancer and to bring more aware-
ness to the medical research needed to help 
fight this disease. 

In June 2017, the Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network reported that pancreatic cancer is 
ranked the ninth most commonly diagnosed 
cancer among women and the 11th among 
men, and is the third leading cause of cancer- 
related death in the United States. 

In fact, I have been contacted by several 
constituents who have lost loved ones to pan-
creatic cancer. 

According to the Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network, pancreatic cancer is often found in 
its advanced stages and is both difficult to de-
tect and to treat. Unfortunately, major symp-
toms of pancreatic cancer, which include nau-
sea, diabetes, abdominal or back pain, and 
loss of appetite, among others, are often over-
looked as symptomatic of more common 
health conditions. The organization stated that 
about 71 percent of individuals will not live 
past the first year of diagnosis and the dis-
ease is projected to move from the third lead-
ing cause of cancer-related death to the sec-
ond by 2020. 

Tragically, the five-year survival rate for 
those with pancreatic cancer is nine percent— 
the lowest survival rate among major forms of 
cancer. We must utilize all federal resources 
available to meet this devastating disease 
head on and ensure better outcomes for pa-
tients and their families. That is why I have 
consistently advocated for an increase in fund-
ing for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
to ensure that projects—including those which 
seek to find cures, improve treatments and 
gain a better understanding of the complex 
causes of cancers that affect millions of Amer-
icans—are well funded. This fall, I supported 
an increase in funding for NIH in the FY 2018 
Omnibus Appropriations Act, which includes 
$5.5 billion for the National Cancer Institute. 

I also urged the House Appropriations Com-
mittee to include pancreatic cancer as an eligi-
ble research category in the Peer Reviewed 
Cancer Research Program (PRCRP)—and the 
House bill, which passed on June 16th, main-
tained this eligibility. The Department of De-
fense conducts high-impact innovative re-
search through the PRCRP that has been 
used to improve early detection of pancreatic 
cancer, to better understand the prognosis of 
pancreatic cancer patients, and to improve the 
well-being of individuals with a pancreatic can-
cer diagnosis. 

While these resources for pancreatic cancer 
are an important investment, we know that so 
often laudable initiatives and innovative re-
search projects sit idle because of funding lim-
itations. Therefore, we must continue to work 
to ensure that these research projects receive 
sufficient resources. 

Those suffering from pancreatic cancer, as 
well as their loved ones and caregivers, need 
vocal advocates on Capitol Hill to ensure ac-
cess to quality care and treatments. We have 
a duty to see that programs which research 
detection and treatment are supported appro-
priately at a federal level. It is my hope that, 
by recognizing Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month, we can raise awareness of the risks of 
pancreatic cancer and the urgency to treat it. 

I look forward to continuing to work with my 
colleagues in Congress and with advocates 
across the nation as we move forward in this 
fight against cancer. 

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA AND ARLIN 
BELL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Barbara 
and Arlin Bell of Council Bluffs, Iowa on the 
very special occasion of their 60th wedding 
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary 
on September 15, 2017. 

Barbara and Arlin’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 60th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the 
best. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DALE SUNDERMAN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Dale 
Sunderman of Atlantic, Iowa, who recently 
celebrated 40 years of service in the Cass 
County Auditor’s office. Dale has served as 
County Auditor since 1984. 

Dale began employment in the Cass County 
Auditor’s office on October 10, 1977. Dale 
said, ‘‘I was hired because of my background 
in mathematics and accounting. Logic is a 
good part of the job, too.’’ His first role was to 
assist with the elections. Dale said he has 
seen many changes in the Auditor’s office 
over the years from a manual record keeping 
process to the modern computer technology of 
today. He said he has worked with many dif-
ferent county supervisors, and he felt he al-
ways had a great working relationship with 
them, and focused on serving the citizens of 
Cass County. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Dale Sunderman for the 40 years of service 
he has provided to the citizens of Cass Coun-
ty, Iowa. He is a shining example of how hard 
work and dedication can make a difference in 
so many lives. I am proud to represent him in 
the United States Congress. I ask that my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Dale and wishing him 
nothing but continued success in all his en-
deavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BERTA AND CHARLIE 
KORDICK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Berta and 
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Charlie Kordick of Winterset, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 65th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on October 25, 
1952 at the Assumption Catholic Church in 
Granger, Iowa. 

Berta and Charlie’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 65th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 65 years together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 

me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEANIE AND BOB DAY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jeanie 
and Bob Day of Creston, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 60th wedding anni-

versary. They celebrated their anniversary on 
October 19, 2017. 

Jeanie and Bob’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 60th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 
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