
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1621 November 30, 2017 

HONORING BOULDER CREST RE-
TREAT FOR MILITARY AND VET-
ERAN WELLNESS 

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Grand Opening of 
the Boulder Crest Retreat for Military and Vet-
eran Wellness in Sonoita, Arizona. Boulder 
Crest Retreat is a facility that provides free ac-
commodation, recreational and therapeutic ac-
tivities, and breakthrough combat stress recov-
ery programs for veterans and their families as 
they make the transition home from war. 

This desert oasis focuses on healing activi-
ties for our Nation’s bravest. Here, they have 
the opportunity to participate in a range of out-
door recreational activities such as hiking the 
Arizona Trail, and are provided with a number 
of positive growth activities including medita-
tion, journaling, and music, canine and equine 
therapies. This is complemented by Boulder 
Crest’s signature Progressive and Alternative 
Training for Healing Heroes (PATHH) pro-
grams, which is based on the science of post- 
traumatic growth. Its success is visible by the 
testimonials from those that have benefitted 
from this program. 

I would like to recognize Ken and Julia 
Falke, who founded Boulder Crest Retreat, the 
hardworking staff, volunteers and the organi-
zations that have been so charitable in funding 
these important facilities. Additionally, I would 
like to recognize the A. James and Alice B. 
Clarke Foundation’s generous donation, which 
paved the way to bring Boulder Crest Retreat 
to Southern Arizona. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a strong appreciation 
for our veterans, their families and the sac-
rifices they made so that our fellow citizens 
may enjoy the freedoms and opportunities that 
make America great. I wish only the greatest 
success for this facility going forward in its 
mission to help our service members focus on 
strong, positive growth. 

f 

A GLOBAL UPDATE ON 
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday I held a hearing on the global chal-
lenge of Alzheimer’s Disease. There are an 
estimated 47 million people in the world living 
with Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of 
dementia—more than the entire population of 
Spain—according to a report by Alzheimer’s 
Disease International. 

And according to Dr. Marie Bernard, Deputy 
Director of the National Institute on Aging who 
we heard from yesterday, this number is esti-

mated to grow to 115 million by 2050 as popu-
lations around the world age. The total esti-
mated global cost of addressing this condition 
today is $818 billion, but by as early as next 
year, it is estimated that this cost will rise to 
at least one trillion dollars. 

Alzheimer’s is a cruel disease, robbing its 
victims of their memories and their very identi-
ties, and robbing their family and friends of the 
person they know and love. It is excruciatingly 
painful for someone to lose themselves gradu-
ally. But what of those who love them? Death 
can rob you of a loved one suddenly, but Alz-
heimer’s gradually takes them from you before 
your very eyes. There are isolated points at 
which they may be back to themselves mo-
mentarily, only to fade away once more. 

In 1999, I co-founded the Congressional 
Task Force on Alzheimer’s Disease, which I 
still co-chair today, to bring this disease to the 
forefront of the congressional agenda, ad-
vance support for federal research, and in-
crease awareness. The Task Force worked in 
partnership with the Alzheimer’s Association to 
unanimously pass the National Alzheimer’s 
Project Act (PL 111–375) which established 
an Advisory Committee of private and federal 
experts to work with the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to comprehensively as-
sess and address Alzheimer’s research, insti-
tutional services and home and community- 
based care, with a goal to identify a cure or 
disease-modifying therapy for dementia by 
2025. Today, there are over 170 Members in 
the House and Senate. 

This year, I worked with my Task Force Co- 
Chair, Representative MAXINE WATERS, to re-
quest an increase of $414 million to the Alz-
heimer’s Research Funding at the National In-
stitutes of Health. Under HHS Appropriations 
Chairman TOM COLE’s extraordinary leader-
ship, the Fiscal Year 2018 omnibus appropria-
tions bill, passed on September 14, 2017 in-
cluded a $400 million increase for Alzheimer’s 
disease research at NIH. This would bring 
total funding to $1.814 billion. Currently funded 
at $1.4 billion, NIH spending on Alzheimer’s 
research has almost tripled since Fiscal Year 
2015, when $589 million was allocated for re-
search. 

The majority of people with Alzheimer’s or 
other forms of dementia have not received a 
diagnosis so they are unable to access the 
care and treatment they so desperately need. 
This is true in the developed world, but it is 
even truer in the developing world. Michael 
Splaine points out in his testimony that detec-
tion and diagnosis are a stubborn problem ev-
erywhere. Research shows that most people 
currently living with dementia have not re-
ceived a formal diagnosis. In high income 
countries, only 20–50% of dementia cases are 
recognized and documented in primary care. 
This ‘treatment gap’ is certainly much greater 
in low and middle income countries. Without a 
diagnosis, there can’t be treatment, care and 
organized support or opportunity to volunteer 
for clinical research. 

Of course, even when Alzheimer’s or other 
forms of dementia are diagnosed, care is too 

often fragmented, uncoordinated and unre-
sponsive to the needs of people living with this 
condition. In response, last Congress I intro-
duced the ‘‘Health Outcomes, Planning, and 
Education (HOPE) for Alzheimer’s Act’’ of 
2015 to provide Medicare coverage for a care 
planning session for patients newly-diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s disease, family caregivers or 
legal representatives. In recognition of this 
great unmet need, this legislation garnered 
310 bipartisan cosponsors. Ultimately, Medi-
care adopted an amended version of the 
HOPE benefit in the final rule for Calendar 
Year 2017 Physician Fee Schedule. 

Of course, Alzheimer’s robs its victims not 
only of their memories and awareness, but 
also their lives. In the American Journal of 
Public Health Research survey of years of life 
lost versus number of deaths between 1995 
and 2015, annual deaths due to Alzheimer’s 
complications in the United States alone rose 
from 20,607 in 1995 to 110,568 in 2015. Dur-
ing that period, Alzheimer’s rose from the 14th 
leading cause of death among ailments in this 
country in 1995 to number six in 2015. 

This was the fourth hearing I have chaired 
on Alzheimer’s disease. On June 23, 2011 this 
Committee held a hearing on Global Strate-
gies to Combat the Devastating Health and 
Economic Impacts of Alzheimer’s Disease. On 
November 21, 2013 I chaired the Global Chal-
lenge of Alzheimer’s: The G–8 Dementia Sum-
mit and Beyond. In December 2013, the G8 
nations adopted a goal to identify a cure or 
disease-modifying therapy for dementia by 
2025, which corresponds to the U.S. National 
Alzheimer’s Project Act. The G8 agreement 
resulted in the creation of the World Dementia 
Council as a vehicle to drive forward the G8 
commitments. Despite this progress, the mas-
sive health and economic threat of Alzheimer’s 
and dementia globally is growing. On January 
15, 2014, this Committee held a hearing to 
Report on the G8 Dementia Summit. 

Yesterday’s hearing was intended to exam-
ine the existing and potential options for pre-
vention and treatment of this often devastating 
disease, and the harrowing statistics cited ear-
lier likely would be much worse in developing 
countries if they had accurate identification of 
Alzheimer’s and records of victims and deaths. 

As our hearing testimony demonstrated, 
there is hope for Alzheimer’s patients, their 
families and friends. For example, a research 
team from the Columbia University Medical 
Center in 2013 said they had finally traced 
Alzheimer’s to its earliest developmental 
stages—a discovery that they believed could 
lead to more effective treatments. In Science 
Translational Medicine two years ago, Aus-
tralian researchers explained a non-invasive 
ultrasound technology that clears the brain of 
neurotoxic amyloid plaques—structures that 
are responsible for memory loss and a decline 
in cognitive function in Alzheimer’s patients. 
By 2016, scientists at the Institute for Regen-
erative Medicine at the University of Zurich 
said they were amazed to find that patients 
treated with the highest dose of the antibody 
drug aducanumab experienced an almost 
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complete clearance of the amyloid plaques 
that prevent brain cells from communicating, 
leading to irreversible memory loss and cog-
nitive decline. 

Our witnesses yesterday told us more about 
these and other advances that offer hope that 
Alzheimer’s—if not effectively prevented—can 
at least be more successfully treated. Once 
we in developed countries can get a better 
handle on diagnosing and treating Alz-
heimer’s, we hope to share what we know 
with developing countries so their citizens can 
better escape what has in the past been a 
very bleak future for all concerned. 

While we work to prevent and find a cure for 
Alzheimer’s, we must not neglect those cur-
rently living with this disease and address the 
public health crisis we are currently facing. 
This Congress, I joined my colleagues in intro-
ducing the ‘‘Building Our Largest Dementia 
(BOLD) Infrastructure for Alzheimer’s Act’’. 
This bill establishes Alzheimer’s Centers of 
Excellence around the country, provides fund-
ing to state and local health departments to 
implement interventions and best practices 
from the Centers of Excellence; and increases 
the collection, analysis, and reporting of data 
on cognitive decline and caregiving to inform 
future public health actions. 

Additionally, I have re-introduced Kevin and 
Avonte’s Law to reauthorize and expand the 
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Pro-
gram to address the issue of wandering 
among individuals with Alzheimer’s and chil-
dren with disabilities. It’s common for a person 
with Alzheimer’s to wander and/or become 
lost, and it can happen at any stage of the dis-
ease. 6 in 10 individuals with Alzheimer’s will 
wander at some point. They may try to go 
home when already there or attempt to recre-
ate a familiar routine, such as going to school 
or work. Funding from this program could be 
used to provide proactive educational pro-
graming to prevent wandering to families & 
caretakers of individuals who wander, as well 
as training to first responders in order to rec-
ognize and respond to endangered missing in-
dividuals and facilitate their rescue and recov-
ery. This funding could also be used for inno-
vative locative technology for law enforcement 
that would facilitate rescue and recovery. 

Next week, I will re-introduce the Global 
Brain Health Act to increase research on pre-
vention and treatment of autism, hydro-
cephalus, Alzheimer’s and other forms of de-
mentia. This legislation would encourage the 
building of treatment capacity for these brain 
disorders among caregivers in developing 
countries and support increased international 
cooperation in research and implementation of 
strategies on prevention and treatment. These 
actions also would benefit those with these 
disorders here in the United States. 

f 

HONORING MS. PAULA VAN NESS 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Paula Van Ness upon her 
retirement as the President and CEO of the 
Connecticut Community Foundation after six 
tremendous years of leading and growing the 
organization. During her tenure, Paula 

oversaw the organization’s growth into a more 
supporting group. 

Prior to joining the Connecticut Community 
Foundation in 2012, Paula had worked with 
nonprofits for more than four decades, includ-
ing Make-A-Wish America, the Starlight Chil-
dren’s Foundation, and as the founding presi-
dent of the National AIDS Fund, which has 
grown into AIDS United. The Connecticut 
Community Foundation, founded in 1923, 
serves twenty-one towns across the Greater 
Waterbury and Litchfield Hills region. The 
Foundation supports local nonprofits with 
grants, administrative resources, and strategic 
guidance that ensures those organizations can 
maximize their impact on the community. In 
2016, the Foundation awarded 471 grants to-
taling $2.4 million. 

Over the course of her leadership, Paula 
has been instrumental in the Foundation’s 
growing role in our community, especially by 
developing key relationships with local and 
state government officials. She has also man-
aged to ensure the Foundation meets the 
needs of the broad range of nonprofits it 
serves, from essential human services to arts 
and culture. 

Mr. Speaker, Paula Van Ness has been a 
visionary leader of the Connecticut Community 
Foundation for the past six years, and her 
work has strengthened the Greater Waterbury 
and Litchfield Hills communities. Therefore, it 
is fitting and proper that we honor her here 
today. 

f 

BOULDER CREST RETREAT ARI-
ZONA FOR MILITARY AND VET-
ERAN WELLNESS 

HON. MARTHA McSALLY 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
month, I had the honor to meet with the lead-
ership team of Boulder Crest Retreat for Mili-
tary and Veteran Wellness in beautiful 
Sonoita, Arizona. 

The 130-acre retreat is nestled in a riparian 
valley in southern Arizona just 60 miles south 
of Tucson, Arizona. This beautiful facility is the 
second rural retreat established to provide free 
respite, activities and programs for our na-
tion’s seriously Wounded Warriors and their 
family members. Boulder Crest provides pri-
vate accommodations, recreational and heal-
ing activities focused on the science of 
posttraumatic growth for approximately 700 
personnel each year. The retreat has much to 
offer including: 

Three beautiful homes that can accommo-
date up to six people and are available for 2 
to 7 night stays; 

A lodge where guests can gather to connect 
with other families and participate in programs; 

Extensive outdoor amenities that include an 
archery range, nature trails, playground, or-
ganic garden, bird sanctuary and fishing pond; 

Recreational activities and programs include 
nature walks, fishing, archery, gardening, 
swimming and kayaking in the nearby Parker 
Canyon and Patagonia lakes, hiking the Ari-
zona Trail; and 

Numerous healing activities for combat 
stress and first responder recovery to include 
yoga, meditation, journaling, art and music 

therapy, canine, and equine assistance ther-
apy. 

Retired U.S. Navy bomb disposal expert, 
Master Chief Ken Falke and his wife Julia 
came up with the idea after numerous visits to 
severely wounded EOD personnel at Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center. 

The Falkes founded the EOD Warrior Foun-
dation and wanted to provide a place where 
Wounded Warriors and their family members 
could escape their grueling treatment sched-
ules and find solace outside of the hospital. 

Boulder Crest Retreat Virginia has hosted 
over 3,000 personnel in four years since open-
ing Boulder Crest Retreat Virginia and we are 
very excited to bring their success to Arizona. 
Please also know that a $10 million gift was 
provided to make this happen by the A. James 
and Alice B. Clark Foundation in Bethesda, 
Maryland. 

I would like to take a moment to honor Ken 
and Julia Falke, the staff, the volunteers, and 
donors for making this idea a reality. 

I am proud to have this remarkable facility 
in my state. God bless our troops and God 
bless the United States of America. 

I would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing press release on receipt of a trans-
formational $10 million donation from the A. 
James and Alice B. Clark Foundation to heal 
combat veterans and their family members: 

(From PRNewswire, July 6, 2017) 

A. JAMES AND ALICE B. CLARK FOUNDATION 
PROVIDES $10 MILLION TRANSFORMATIONAL 
DONATION TO HEAL COMBAT VETERANS AND 
THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS 

BOULDER CREST RETREAT EXPANDS OUT WEST 

SONOITA, AZ.—Today, Boulder Crest Re-
treat announces a $10 million donation from 
the A. James and Alice B. Clark Foundation. 
This is the largest gift in Boulder Crest Re-
treat’s history. The gift provides the capac-
ity to expand its programs to the western 
United States for veterans and families who 
are healing from combat-related stress. 

After 16 years of war, the longest in Amer-
ican history, it is estimated that 2.1 million 
combat veterans and family members strug-
gle with invisible wounds. With only 50 per-
cent of those struggling willing to seek help 
from the mental health system, Boulder 
Crest Retreat offers a non-clinical, acces-
sible, acceptable, and effective approach that 
ensures veterans and their family members 
can make peace with the past, live in the 
present, and plan for a great future at home. 

The $10 million donation enables Boulder 
Crest Retreat to double the number of people 
they serve in their current Virginia facility 
and expand geographically by helping to sup-
port the purchase a newly remodeled 130-acre 
Apache Springs Ranch just 45 minutes south 
of Tucson, Arizona in the beautiful town of 
Sonoita. 

Four years ago, the Foundation provided a 
donation of $250,000 to Boulder Crest Retreat 
to build the first of four log cabins in 
Bluemont, Virginia. One year later, the 
Foundation donated $1.25 million to con-
struct the A. James Clark Lodge in 
Bluemont. These donations enabled Boulder 
Crest Retreat to host more than 2,600 combat 
veterans and family members to date. 

Halfway through an 18-month longitudinal 
study conducted by leading psychologists Dr. 
Richard Tedeschi and Dr. Bret Moore, it is 
clear that Boulder Crest’s PATHH (Progres-
sive and Alternative Training for Healing 
Heroes) programs deliver results that far 
outpace the status quo, and represent a 
ground breaking and scalable solution for 
PTSD and combat-related stress. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:16 Dec 01, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K30NO8.002 E30NOPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1623 November 30, 2017 
The results of this study led the board of 

directors at Boulder Crest Retreat on a stra-
tegic mission to scale their success nation-
wide. The Foundation’s investment allows 
Boulder Crest Retreat to expand and work 
with other organizations around the nation 
that are interested in adopting the Boulder 
Crest Retreat Warrior PATHH curriculum. 

‘‘We are humbled beyond words and hon-
ored by the decision of the A. James and 
Alice B. Clark Foundation directors. The 
Clarks are true patriots and philan-
thropists—I personally know their passion 
for serving our nation’s military,’’ says Ken 
Falke, chairman and founder of Boulder 
Crest Retreat. ‘‘This gift will change the 
lives of tens of thousands of military and 
veteran family members, and allow them to 
live the great lives they deserve.’’ 

Boulder Crest Retreat provides combat 
veterans and their families with a strength- 
based healing and recharging program. These 
programs come in two forms—PATHH pro-
grams which are based on the science of 
Posttraumatic Growth (PTG), a proven 
framework to transform times of deep strug-
gle into profound strength and lifelong 
growth. PATHH programs are free and in-
clude Warrior PATHH, Family PATHH, Cou-
ples PATHH, and Caregiver PATHH. In addi-
tion to its PATHH suite of programs, Boul-
der Crest Retreat devotes a portion of each 
calendar year to Family Rest and Reconnec-
tion (R&R) Retreats. These free retreats are 
2–7 nights in length and provide families 
with the opportunity to rest, reconnect, re-
charge, and grow—together. 

The A. James and Alice B. Clark Founda-
tion, formerly the Clark Charitable Founda-
tion, provides investments to help hard 
workers with a drive to achieve. The Foun-
dation seeks out grantees that build prac-
tical, immediate, and concrete connections 
between effort and opportunity—from cre-
ating scholarships for engineering students, 
to improving schools for D.C.’s children, to 
providing veteran reintegration programs. 

‘‘Our mission has always been to enrich 
the lives of people in our community and to 
give back,’’ explains Bob Flanagan of the A. 
James and Alice B. Clark Foundation. ‘‘Our 
team has witnessed the beauty, attention to 
detail, and impact of Boulder Crest Retreat 
Virginia and is very excited to provide this 
gift in Mr. Clark’s honor to help replicate 
Boulder Crest Retreat in Arizona.’’ 

ABOUT THE A. JAMES AND ALICE B. CLARK 
FOUNDATION 

We believe in the power of hard work. This 
conviction enabled our founder, A. James 
Clark, to grow a local construction company 
into a national success. And it guides the 
philanthropic giving we continue in his name 
today. At the A. James and Alice B. Clark 
Foundation, we invest to help hard workers 
with a drive to achieve. We seek out grantees 
who build practical, immediate and concrete 
connections between effort and oppor-
tunity—from scholarships for engineering 
students, to better schools for D.C.’s children 
to veteran reintegration programs. Then we 
give our grantees the resources and auton-
omy they need to succeed, holding them to 
the highest expectations on behalf of the in-
dividuals they serve. For more information 
about the A. James and Alice B. Clark Foun-
dation, please visit http:// 
www.clarkfoundationdc.org. 

ABOUT BOULDER CREST 
Boulder Crest Retreat Foundation owns 

and operates two rural sanctuaries that pro-
vide free accommodations, recreational, and 
therapeutic activities, and breakthrough 
combat stress recovery programs to help our 
nation’s military and veteran personnel and 
their families thrive and live great lives— 
full of passion, purpose, and service—here at 

home in the aftermath of war. Boulder Crest 
Retreat Virginia is a 37-acre facility located 
in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
in Bluemont, Virginia, just 50 miles west of 
Washington, D.C. Boulder Crest Retreat Ari-
zona is a 130-acre ranch located just 45 min-
utes south of Tucson, Arizona in Sonoita. 
Boulder Crest is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation and is entirely funded through private 
donations from individuals, foundations and 
corporations. For more information about 
Boulder Crest Retreat, please visit http:// 
www.bouldercrestretreat.org. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF EVA LYNNE DISBRO 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to extend my congratulations to Eva Lynne 
Disbro of Collegedale, Tennessee, on her re-
tirement after nearly 40 years at McKee Foods 
Corporation. Ms. Disbro retires from the posi-
tion of Vice President of Human Resources to 
the family-owned bakery of snack cakes, gra-
nola, and many other baked goods. In her cur-
rent role, she manages over 6,000 employees 
across Tennessee, Arkansas, Virginia, and Ar-
izona. During her time at McKee Foods, she 
helped launch the company’s Government Re-
lations team and oversaw the establishment of 
a new bakery in Stuart’s Draft, Virginia, which 
now employs about a thousand people in the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. It is truly an 
honor to represent McKee Foods and its dedi-
cated employees in Virginia’s Sixth District. 

Ms. Disbro’s future plans include partici-
pating in church mission trips and serving as 
an active member of the Board of Trustees to 
Laurelbrook Academy in Dayton, Tennessee. 
She is also determined to write at least two 
books in the coming years. Throughout her re-
tirement, she also plans to spend ample time 
with her grandchildren and extended family. 

Thank you to Eva Lynne Disbro for her dec-
ades of dedication to her colleagues and com-
munity. I wish her a healthy and joyous 
retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF WESLEY 
LEE FOX 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in tribute 
to the life of Wesley Lee Fox of Blacksburg, 
Virginia. Colonel Fox died on November 24, 
2017 at the age of 86. He devoted his life to 
his country and the United States Marine 
Corps. The many decorations he earned 
throughout his storied career included the 
highest military award our country can give, 
the Medal of Honor. 

Colonel Fox always sought action through-
out his career. Growing up as a farm boy in 
Virginia, he was inspired to enlist by his cous-
in’s service during World War II. After com-
pleting basic training at Parris Island, he 
fought in Korea and was wounded. The war 
ended, but he remained in the Marines. 

When the Vietnam War intensified, Colonel 
Fox knew he wanted to be on the front lines. 
He received a temporary commission as sec-
ond lieutenant and served for a time advising 
South Vietnamese forces. Eventually he 
achieved his goal of taking the fight to the 
enemy by assuming command of a Marine 
rifle company. 

On February 22, 1969, Colonel Fox’s com-
pany came under heavy fire from a larger, hid-
den enemy force in the A Shau Valley. His 
company at that time had less than 90 men 
active out of 240. According to his Medal of 
Honor citation, he steered the unit into a better 
position to prepare a plan of attack. Colonel 
Fox and many of the company’s leaders were 
wounded when it went into action, but he cool-
ly continued to lead his men in the fight. After 
his company fought off the enemy, Colonel 
Fox refused medical attention while other 
wounded Marines were evacuated. In the 
words of the citation, ‘‘His indomitable cour-
age, inspiring initiative, and unwavering devo-
tion to duty in the face of grave personal dan-
ger inspired his marines to such aggressive 
action that they overcame all enemy resist-
ance and destroyed a large bunker complex.’’ 

After Colonel Fox retired from the Marines 
in 1993, he served for eight years as Deputy 
Commandant of Cadets at Virginia Tech. He 
also wrote three books and spoke regularly 
with high school classes about his experi-
ences. I had the honor of meeting Colonel Fox 
at a ceremony recognizing him with the unveil-
ing of a Medal of Honor postage stamp at the 
Blacksburg Post Office in 2015. 

Colonel Fox leaves his wife of 56 years, 
Dotti, his three daughters, and nine grand-
children, as he goes now to rest with the he-
roes at Arlington National Cemetery. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I was absent in 
the House Chamber for Roll Call votes 640 
and 641 on Wednesday, November 29, 2017 
as a result of the flu. Had I been present, I 
would have voted Nay on these two votes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THERON GERTZ FOR 
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Theron ‘‘David’’ Gertz of Butte for 
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and 
leadership in his community. 

Mr. Gertz joined the United States Navy in 
1986 where he served two West-Pac tours. In 
1989, he was on leave in Paris, France during 
Bastille Day celebrations when his hotel 
caught fire. Thanks to his shipboard fire-
fighting training, he was one of the first to be-
come aware of the fire and helped alert and 
save others. 
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Mr. Gertz was honorably discharged in 1990 

and continues to serve. He is a role model to 
younger generations as a high school coun-
selor to military dependents at Kadena Air 
Base in Okinawa, Japan. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending David Gertz for his dedication 
and service. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PULMONARY 
HYPERTENSION AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Pulmonary Hyper-
tension Awareness Month and the outstanding 
work the Pulmonary Hypertension Association 
(PHA) including the Lone Star Chapter of The 
Woodlands, TX, has done during the last six-
teen years in the fight against the rare, debili-
tating disease known as pulmonary hyper-
tension (PH). 

PH was first brought to my attention by my 
friend, Jack Stibbs, whose daughter, Emily, 
had been recently diagnosed at an early age. 
Due to Emily’s early diagnosis, she has been 
able to lead a relatively normal life and Emily 
has recently graduated college. However, not 
all patients are as fortunate. 

PH is high blood pressure that occurs in the 
arteries of the lungs. The disease reflects the 
pressure the heart must apply to pump blood 
from the heart through the arteries of the 
lungs. As with a tangled hose, pressure builds 
up and backs up, forcing the heart to work 
harder and less oxygen to reach the body. PH 
symptoms generally include fatigue, dizziness, 
and shortness of breath with the severity of 
the disease correlating with its progression. If 
left undiagnosed or untreated, PH can lead to 
heart failure and death. 

Investment in medical research and sus-
tained scientific progress in this area has led 
to fourteen Food and Drug Administration-ap-
proved targeted treatment options for two 
forms of PH. When individuals are diagnosed 
with PH quickly and begin appropriate therapy, 
their prognosis and life-expectancy improve 
dramatically. However, it currently takes an 
average of two and a half years to receive a 
diagnosis and three quarters of patients have 
severe PH when they are finally diagnosed. 

Without treatment, historical studies have 
shown a mean survival time of 2.8 years after 
diagnosis for pulmonary arterial hypertension 
(PAH). Patients with advanced PH cannot 
benefit as greatly from available therapies and 
often face dramatic and costly medical inter-
ventions, including 24-hour IV infused medica-
tion, increased risk for hospitalization and in 
some cases heart-lung transplantation. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing November as Pul-
monary Hypertension Awareness Month and 
continuing to support federal activities that im-
prove the lives of patients impacted by PH, in-
cluding research programs at the National In-
stitutes of Health and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

CONGRATULATING DR. BETTIE 
TRUITT ON HER RETIREMENT 
FROM BLACK HAWK COLLEGE 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dr. Bettie Truitt on her retirement 
from Black Hawk College in Moline, Illinois. 
For 29 years, Dr. Truitt has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to education. She has in-
fluenced the lives of thousands of students 
over the course of her career, and her efforts 
have resulted in many improvements to the 
college and the surrounding community. 

Dr. Truitt began her distinguished career at 
Black Hawk College in 1989 as an instructor 
in the Mathematics Department, and she has 
held various academic and administrative po-
sitions in the following years. In 2007, Dr. 
Truitt began working as Dean for Instruction 
and Student Services, and was promoted to 
Executive Vice President in 2012. She has 
served as President of Black Hawk College 
since 2014. Dr. Truitt played an instrumental 
role in expanding the programs offered at 
Black Hawk College. This included the open-
ing of a $13 million Health Sciences Center at 
the Quad Cities Campus in Moline and a $6.9 
million Veterinary Technology Center at Black 
Hawk College’s East Campus in Galva. Dr. 
Truitt also made a significant impact on Black 
Hawk College’s transfer program, which allows 
students to seamlessly transfer the college 
credit that they earned affordably at the com-
munity college to any participating four-year 
college. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize 
Dr. Bettie Truitt for her commitment to inspir-
ing the next generation of students. Dr. Truitt 
has undoubtedly made a difference in the lives 
of her students, and her retirement will be a 
significant loss to Black Hawk College and the 
community. I congratulate her on a well- 
earned retirement and wish her the very best 
in her future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
November 29, 2017 I missed a series of Roll 
Call votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on No. 640 and 641. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF IDAHO HU-
MANITIES COUNCIL EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR RICK ARDINGER 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of Rick Ardinger, the ex-
ecutive director of the Idaho Humanities Coun-
cil. I wish to congratulate him on his retirement 
after 26 years of service leading the state’s ef-

forts to promote and inspire the study of his-
tory, literature, philosophy, jurisprudence, cul-
tural anthropology, comparative religion, art 
history and criticism, music history and other 
interpretive disciplines. 

A Massachusetts native, Rick moved to 
Idaho to pursue a Master of Fine Arts degree 
in creative writing and quickly acclimated to 
the local writing scene. In 1976, Rick and his 
wife Rosalind started producing a literary pub-
lication, The Limberlost Review. The publica-
tion quickly turned into the Limberlost Press, 
an independent publishing company that has 
produced books by Pulitzer Prize winning nov-
elist John Updike and Idaho native Sherman 
Alexie, among others. 

Rick joined the Idaho Humanities Council 
staff in 1991, and became executive director 
in 1996. During his tenure, the IHC broadened 
its outreach not only by awarding grants for 
humanities projects and programs throughout 
the state, but also by sponsoring a number of 
flagship council-conducted initiatives to bring 
attention to the importance of lifelong learning 
in the humanities. 

Under Rick’s leadership, the Council also 
launched a successful $1 million fundraising 
campaign to establish an Endowment for Hu-
manities Education with the Idaho Community 
Foundation, providing a sustainable source of 
support for the Council’s annual, weeklong, 
residential summer institutes and workshops in 
the humanities for K–12 teachers. In 1997, the 
Council held its first annual Distinguished Hu-
manities Lecture and Dinner in Boise, an 
event which has brought to Boise a long list of 
nationally prominent novelists, journalists, and 
historians to speak before hundreds of sup-
porters every fall. 

In addition to the annual event in Boise, the 
Council also hosts Distinguished Humanities 
Lectures in Twin Falls, Idaho Falls, and Coeur 
d’Alene. The Council also sponsors statewide 
reading and conversations programs, supports 
the work of the City Clubs of Idaho Falls and 
Boise, brings annual tours of Smithsonian 
traveling exhibitions to the state, hosts an on-
going Humanities Speakers Bureau, and funds 
the statewide annual ‘‘Let’s Talk About It’’ pro-
gram in partnership with the Idaho Commis-
sion for Libraries. For several years, the Coun-
cil has underwritten Idaho Public Television 
programming, and has produced a number of 
publications that have explored Idaho history 
and recently an anthology of essays about the 
meaning of wilderness in Idaho. 

As a supporter of local and national arts and 
humanities programs, I consider Rick a friend 
and an advocate for sharing Idaho’s cultural 
significance with the world. It’s hard to imagine 
the Idaho Humanities Council without Rick, but 
I know he leaves the organization in a good 
place. For his enduring service to our great 
state, I thank and congratulate him. 

f 

REQUIRING COMPLETION OF 
TRAINING PROGRAM IN WORK-
PLACE RIGHTS AND RESPON-
SIBILITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
support H. Res. 630, which would require that 
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each member of Congress, as well as officers 
and employees of the House of Representa-
tives, complete anti-harassment training each 
session of Congress. We are in a watershed 
moment in our country and we in Congress 
must draw a line in the sand and make it clear 
that sexual harassment will not be tolerated. 

We have witnessed countless accusations 
come out in the news about high-profile indi-
viduals, and millions of women around the 
country have opened old wounds and shared 
their stories to show just how systemic this 
problem truly is. Congress is not impervious. 
Accusations against current and former mem-
bers have flooded the news, and it has high-
lighted how insufficient our sexual harassment 
prevention and remediation processes have 
been in both the House and the Senate. 

I am proud to join so many of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle in support 
of this resolution, which is the first step in cre-
ating an environment on Capitol Hill that is 
safe and supportive for everyone. However, 
we must not let this be our last action. We 
cannot introduce this bill and wash our hands 
of the problem. We must continue to work in 
a bipartisan manner to improve the complaint 
and investigation procedures in both cham-
bers, and we must evaluate the rules and 
scope of the Ethics Committee to ensure the 
committee is fully staffed and prepared to 
evaluate sexual harassment cases in a timely 
manner. We need to implement a process that 
does not silence women, but gives them a 
voice and allows them to be heard. 

And, together we must condemn this behav-
ior—regardless of party. We must show that 
we are united in our commitment to dismantle 
this system that has shielded perpetrators for 
so long. We must stand with survivors and de-
mand justice. Today we are showing that we 
want to ensure that this process starts within 
the halls of Congress. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. GENE BELL FOR 
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Gene Bell from Belgrade for the 
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community. 

Mr. Bell joined the United States Marine 
Corps during the height of World War II. He 
served in the operation to liberate Guam and 
fought at Iwo Jima. His service to country did 
not stop when he finished his military career. 

Mr. Bell is a member of the Iwo Jima Sur-
vivors Association and frequently travels and 
speaks about his experiences. Mr. Bell is de-
scribed by his friends as a walking, talking 
Marine Corps advertisement who is knowl-
edgeable and well-spoken. He has a positive 
outlook, and is a gentleman to everyone he 
meets. 

I ask my colleagues today to join me in 
commending Gene Bell for his dedication and 
service. 

WELCOMING RABBI DAVID SIFF TO 
SOUTH FLORIDA 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to welcome Temple Torat Emet’s 
new Rabbi, David Siff, to the South Florida 
community. 

Rabbi Siff has been an inspiration to Jewish 
communities across the country, from South 
Carolina to Philadelphia, and now he joins us 
here in Boynton Beach. Since receiving his 
rabbinic ordination in 2006 and a Ph.D. in 
Jewish Philosophy in 2009, both from the Jew-
ish Theological Seminary in New York City, he 
has cultivated a culture of warmth and inclu-
siveness for everyone in the community. 
Rabbi Siff has been key in developing Shab-
bat and holiday programming that engages 
families with young children, promoting a vi-
brant and hopeful future for the American Jew-
ish community. His dedication to Tikkun Olam, 
or repairing the world, will be a great asset to 
the Temple and to South Florida. 

Temple Torat Emet and the rest of the Jew-
ish community of South Florida is lucky to 
have Rabbi Siff, and I’d like to join them in ex-
tending him a warm welcome. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SHERIFF DAVID C. 
HOBBS, JEFFERSON COUNTY 
FLORIDA 

HON. AL LAWSON, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an individual who has 
made a remarkable impact on Jefferson Coun-
ty, and indeed all of Florida, Sheriff David C. 
Hobbs who passed away on Monday, Novem-
ber 27, 2017 at the age of 58, due to com-
plications from cancer. 

Sheriff Hobbs was a dedicated public serv-
ant who served his country in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and his community as Sheriff for four 
terms. I honor his service and all law enforce-
ment officers for risking their lives to keep oth-
ers safe. 

Sheriff Hobbs was born and raised in Monti-
cello, Florida. He was a graduate of the Flor-
ida Highway Patrol Academy and a member of 
the Florida Highway Patrol for 11 years. He 
served as a Deputy Sheriff of the Jefferson 
County Sheriff’s Office for eight years and was 
elected Sheriff in 2004 and was re-elected 
subsequently. 

He promoted legislation requiring state driv-
ers’ licenses and identification cards to rapidly 
identify sexual offenders who prey on children. 
For many years, he sponsored the Cops & 
Kids program which provided bicycles to many 
underprivileged children at Christmas. He also 
implemented Project Lifesaver in Jefferson 
County, to aid in the search for persons with 
special needs. Additionally, Sheriff Hobbs 
began the Ag Watch Program in late 2014 to 
assist the agricultural community in the pre-
vention of the loss of livestock and equipment 
as well as recovery of any property loss. 

Florida Governor Rick Scott recognized his 
talents and value by appointing him to the 

Criminal Justice Standards and Training Com-
mission in 2014. It is fitting that the Governor 
has ordered the State and U.S. flags to be 
flown at half-staff at the Jefferson County 
Courthouse, Monticello City Hall, the Jefferson 
County Sheriff’s Office and the State Capitol in 
Tallahassee from sunrise to sunset through 
the day of Sheriff Hobbs’ funeral service on 
Saturday, December 2, 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, Sheriff Hobbs had a larger 
than life personality, which explains the larger 
than life void that Jefferson County and the 
citizens of the state of Florida are feeling. His 
loyalty and love to his family, God and com-
munity, will be remembered and Sheriff 
Hobbs’ spirit and attitude will be truly missed. 

f 

HONORING THE LATE ROBERT LEE 
BROWN, JR. 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the late Robert Lee Brown, Jr., who passed 
away peacefully on Tuesday, July 11, 2017 
and will be interred in the Arlington National 
Cemetery for his service to our nation in the 
United States Army. 

Robert Lee Brown was born on July 21, 
1938, the third child of Robert and Minerva 
Brown. In his early age, he was baptized in 
Brodnax, Virginia and received his early edu-
cation in Brunswick County, Virginia. 

Mr. Brown and his siblings believed firmly 
that happiness must be found in service to 
others and that the most noble professions re-
quired public service. His sister was an ele-
mentary school teacher. He and his brothers 
contributed over 100 years of combined mili-
tary service to our nation. 

In 1956, Mr. Brown reached the age of 18 
and was drafted in the United States Army, 
initially serving at the Army Depot in Rich-
mond, Virginia. In time, his service took him 
on tours through Korea, Panama; and he 
served in Vietnam during the Vietnam. 

Robert also spent fifteen years of his mili-
tary service at the Military District of Wash-
ington Ceremonies and Special Events in 
Washington, D.C. where he retired from the 
United States Army in 1989. After his retire-
ment, he accepted a position as Super-
intendent of the Soldier’s and Airmen’s Home 
National Cemetery in Washington, D.C. 

In 1962, Robert Brown married his best 
friend, Yvonne Mushaw, to whom he devoted 
54 years until the day of his passing. To-
gether, Robert and Yvonne had two sons, 
Darrell and Derreck Brown, both of whom 
Robert was extremely proud. 

Following his second retirement, Robert and 
Yvonne returned to Brodnax, Virginia where 
he dedicated himself to the Miles Bethel Me-
morial CME Church as a member of the Stew-
ard Board, President of the Men’s Chorus, and 
Chairperson for Ministry of Men. He also of-
fered his skills to Oris P. Jones Funeral Estab-
lishment. 

I want to recognize and offer my condo-
lences to Robert’s surviving family: his widow, 
Yvonne, his son Darrell and daughter-in-law 
Robin Pena Brown, his son Derreck and friend 
Christopher Johnson; aunts, Alma Jenkins- 
Davis, and Mary Boyd-Lewis Salley; brothers, 
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Willard Tanner (Christine) and James Brown 
(Bessie); brother-in-law, Frederick Mushaw 
(Shirley); sister-in-law, Josephine Tanner; and 
cousins, nieces and nephews. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, I join the family and friends 
of Robert Lee Brown, Jr. in celebrating his life 
of service and sacrifice. I offer my sincerest 
gratitude to Mr. Robert Lee Brown, Jr. for his 
selfless dedication to our nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, November 29, 2017, I was unable to vote 
due to my attendance at an event with the 
President. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as follows: on Roll Call no. 640, YEA, 
and on Roll Call no. 641, YEA. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF THE LIFE OF 
HAROLD DEON POWELL 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
life of my friend, Mr. Harold Deon Powell. 

Harold passed away unexpectedly earlier 
this month in Italy while on an economic de-
velopment trip with the Alabama Department 
of Commerce representing the State of Ala-
bama and Macon County. 

Harold was born on September 2, 1974 in 
Cleveland, Ohio to Harold L. and Willa Mae 
Powell. Soon after, his family moved to Short-
er, Alabama, where he was educated in the 
Macon County public school system and at-
tended Tuskegee University. 

Harold lived in Shorter, Alabama and served 
as the Town Clerk of Shorter with his mother, 
Willa Mae, the Mayor of the Town of Shorter. 
He also served as the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Macon County Economic Development 
Authority. 

Harold had his own local Sunday morning 
talk radio show on WBIL AM–580 to keep his 
listeners informed with commentary on rel-
evant news both nationally and locally. He 
was a licensed real estate broker and instruc-
tor and founded Powell Properties. 

Harold was committed to his community and 
worked hard to make a difference. He was 
also very active in politics and served as the 
first African American National Vice-President 
and later President of the College Democrats 
of America. He worked on several Federal and 
local campaigns as well. 

On November 27th, friends and family gath-
ered at the Tuskegee University Chapel to cel-
ebrate his life. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in remembering 
and honoring the life of Harold Powell. 

CELEBRATING BEULAH MELOCHE’S 
111TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate Beulah Meloche for turning 111 
years old. 

Ms. Meloche was born on November 23, 
1906, in the town of Chazy, New York. At the 
time of her birth, Teddy Roosevelt was presi-
dent and the average life expectancy was only 
47 years. Having grown up in Plattsburgh, Ms. 
Meloche now resides happily at the 
RiverLedge Health Care Rehabilitation Center 
in Ogdensburg, New York. 

As a supercentenarian, Ms. Meloche is one 
of only about 70 like her in the United States. 
On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I am 
proud to wish Ms. Meloche all the best on her 
birthday. Her longevity is a testament to the 
human spirit and an inspiration for the country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, 
November 29, 2017, I was unable to vote on 
any legislative measures because I was ac-
companying the President for a speech in Mis-
souri. Had I been present, I would have voted 
the following: 

(Roll no. 640) On ordering the previous 
question providing for consideration of H.R. 
3017—Brownfields Enhancement, Economic 
Redevelopment, and Reauthorization Act, and 
H.R. 3905—Minnesota’s Economic Rights in 
the Superior National Forest Act, I would have 
voted yes. 

(Roll no. 641) On adoption of the combined 
rule providing for consideration of H.R. 3017— 
Brownfields Enhancement, Economic Redevel-
opment, and Reauthorization Act, and H.R. 
3905—Minnesota’s Economic Rights in the 
Superior National Forest Act, I would have 
voted yes. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF SHERIFF DAVID HOBBS 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Jefferson County Sheriff David Hobbs, 
who passed away this week after a brave bat-
tle with cancer. 

Sheriff Hobbs loved Jefferson County and 
its people. He was born and raised there. He 
served the County and the state of Florida in 
law enforcement for more than 30 years, in-
cluding 11 with Florida Highway Patrol and 8 
years as a deputy sheriff in Jefferson County. 
He was first elected Sheriff in 2004. He was 
also a Marine Corps reservist. 

Sheriff Hobbs dedicated his life to serving 
and protecting others, putting himself in 

harm’s way so others could live safe and free. 
And he truly loved his colleagues at the Sher-
iff’s office. Serving in law enforcement is not 
just a job. For him, it was a calling. 

In later years, Sheriff Hobbs was passion-
ately involved with the American Cancer Soci-
ety, spreading awareness by sharing his story 
battling the disease. 

We owe Sheriff Hobbs a great debt of grati-
tude. Please join me in honoring the life and 
legacy of Jefferson County Sheriff David 
Hobbs. 

f 

REVEREND LARRY DUNHAM, 
O.F.M. CELEBRATES HIS FIF-
TIETH JUBILEE OF PROFESSION 
OF VOWS 

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on Au-
gust 16, 2017, Reverend Larry Dunham, 
O.F.M., observed his 50th anniversary of the 
profession as a member of the Order of Friars 
Minor commonly known as the Roman Catho-
lic Order of the Franciscans. Since 2013, Fa-
ther Dunham has served the people of Wash-
ington, D.C. as Guardian and Commissary of 
the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land in 
America with devotion and dignity. 

In this capacity, he has provided for the 
spiritual, pastoral and temporal assistance of 
residents of the city, including the develop-
ment of a volunteer-run city farm that provided 
over 13,000 pounds of fresh produce for the 
city’s low-income residents. Prior to his current 
role, Father Dunham served his nation self-
lessly as a chaplain in the United States Navy 
during Desert Shield and Desert Storm, as 
Provincial Minister of the Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Province from 2000 to 2009 and as 
President of the English Speaking Conference 
of the Order from 2003 to 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate and applaud 
Reverend Larry Dunham, O.F.M. for his 50 
years of dedicated, spiritual service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL LAWSON 
FOR THE MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Michael Lawson of Butte for the 
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community. 

Mr. Lawson joined the United States Marine 
Corps in 1966 and served in the Vietnam War. 
He was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple 
Heart. After being honorably discharged in 
1969, Mr. Lawson devoted much of his time 
serving veterans in his community. 

Mr. Lawson is a leading coordinator for vet-
eran celebrations in the Butte-Silver Bow area. 
He is active in the Marine Corps League, 
United Veterans Council, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, and the American Legion. Mr. Lawson 
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is also a DAV driver and chairman of the Ma-
rine Corps Reserve’s Toys for Tots program. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Michael Lawson for his dedica-
tion and service. 

f 

VETERANS ESTEEM TEAM 

HON. PAUL MITCHELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the Veterans in my district, and those who 
support them. Earlier this month, I attended a 
Veterans Esteem Team meeting in Lapeer 
County. 

It is a dinner organized and prepared by 
local Junior High and High School students 
from North Branch, Almont, and Dryden to 
honor area veterans. Those who have served 
our nation are the best one percent this coun-
try produces. Words will never be adequate to 
capture the debt of gratitude owed to the men 
and women of our military who have enabled 
our nation to continue to be safe and pros-
perous. I’m honored to serve them, and the 
students in my district who took the time to 
recognize and organize this event for our vet-
erans. 

Therefore, I would like to include in the 
RECORD the names of students and sponsors 
of the Veterans Esteem Team: 

Veterans Esteem Team Board Members— 
President: Benjamin Koning, Vice-President: 
Brian Garner, Secretary: Robert Heugh, 
Treasurer: Wayne Jacobs, Director: Glenn 
Ream. 

Veterans Esteem Team North Branch chap-
ter: Mr. Robert Heugh—Advisor, Darius 
Boulton, Liberty Cooper, Ms. Dusty Olivia 
Heugh, Gabe Hutchins, Ayden Marshall, Eliza-
beth Oland, Logan Sawson, Peyton Shepherd, 
Valerie Trombley, Spencer Wesch, Karter 
Shingledecker, Jack Enen, Ryan Rogers. 

Veterans Esteem Team Almont chapter: Mr. 
John Reinhard—Advisor, Hannah Chaney, 
Seth McCarthy, Emily Kruk, Josh Boyd. 

Veterans Esteem Team Dryden chapter: 
Abigail Koning. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
LESLEE ATIRAM 

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the memory of Leslee 
Atiram who sadly passed away on November 
10, 2017. 

Leslee Atiram was a beloved teacher who 
was described by her students and peers to 
be inspiring and an optimist. Raised in Brook-
lyn, Ms. Atiram had a drive to one day be an 
educator. Ms. Atiram spent four decades 
teaching math and science for high school and 
elementary school in New York and New Jer-
sey, of which she spent two of those decades 
teaching at Rutgers Preparatory School, 
Princeton Day School, and the Sunday school 
at Temple Shaari Emeth. 

Her passion for education led her to study 
at Stroudsburg University and the University of 

London during her undergraduate years. She 
then earned her master’s degree in education 
from Brooklyn College. Her style of teaching 
was like none other—she always brought 
warmth, kindness, and a good sense of humor 
to her classes. Her knowledge and skills as a 
math and science teacher earned her the ORT 
American Outstanding STEM Educator Award, 
which honors an educator in the New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut tristate area who 
seeks to advance STEM education. 

Outside of her educational career, Ms. 
Atiram organized a support group for other 
people in the school community who were 
touched by cancer. 

Leslee is survived by her husband, Zam; 
her sons, Logan and Zak; Kristin, Zak’s 
fiancée; her brother, Stan, and her loving 
nieces and nephew. A memorial service for 
Leslee will be held Sunday, December 10, 
2017 at Rutgers Preparatory School in Som-
erset. 

Our nation suffers in the loss of nurturing 
educators like Leslee Atiram, but I am hon-
ored that such a talented and dedicated indi-
vidual has shared their gifts on behalf of our 
community. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering the amazing life of Leslee Atiram and 
sending our sincere condolences to her 
friends and family. May Ms. Atiram be blessed 
and rest in peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PHILLIP LYONS FOR 
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Phillip Lyons of Butte for the 
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community. 

Mr. Lyons answered the call to serve his 
country following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
He joined the United States Navy and later the 
Navy Reserve. Mr. Lyons was a submariner 
during World War II and the Korean War. 

Mr. Lyons has been active with Butte’s 
American Legion post for the past 70 years 
and served as the post’s commander. Mr. 
Lyons was State Commander of the Montana 
Subvets, is a member of the DAV and VFW, 
and has logged over 15,000 hours of volun-
teer work on behalf of veterans and their fami-
lies. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Phillip Lyons for his dedication 
and service. 

f 

HONORING MASTER SERGEANT 
JOHN C. BURNAM, USA (RETIRED) 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise 
today to honor retired Master Sergeant John 
C. Burnam for his honorable and distinguished 
service in the United States Army, which in-

cluded two years of combat mission as an in-
fantryman and German shepherd scout dog 
handler during the Vietnam War. In addition, I 
would like to recognize him for years of tire-
less work after military retirement to establish 
the John Burnam Monument Foundation, 
which designed and built a national monument 
for America’s military working dogs and their 
handlers that served in the Armed Services of 
WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghani-
stan, and Iraq. 

Master Sergeant Burnam’s time in the Army 
can be categorized best by his two years of 
service during the ground war in South Viet-
nam, where he was deployed as a combat in-
fantryman in the 7th Cavalry in the 1st Cavalry 
Division, and was subsequently wounded in 
battle. During his second year in Vietnam, he 
distinguished himself as a German shepherd 
scout dog handler serving in the 44th infantry 
scout dog platoon. After being wounded and 
the death of his first canine companion, Tim-
ber, he returned to duty and participated in 
over thirty combat missions, leading combat 
infantry patrols and saving American lives with 
his second scoutdog, Clipper. Tragically, both 
of his dogs died in the Vietnam War, which 
had a profound impact on the rest of Master 
Sergeant Burnam’s career, as well as his per-
sonal life. 

Throughout Master Sergeant Burnam’s com-
bat service, he was awarded over thirteen mili-
tary service awards, some of which include 
the Legion of Merit medal, the Bronze Star 
medal, and the Purple Heart medal. However, 
his achievements go far beyond his impres-
sive resume, military awards, and Army ac-
complishments. Master Sergeant Burnam went 
on to establish the John Burnam Monument 
Foundation, an organization that grew from his 
desire to honor others who have served on 
Military Working Dog teams throughout Amer-
ican history. His foundation, as its name sug-
gests, was dedicated to funding the construc-
tion and maintenance of a national monument 
for the men, women, and canines that make 
up these teams. In addition to his foundation, 
he has worked relentlessly to bring awareness 
to the work of scout dog handlers by authoring 
books, writing articles, and appearing in TV 
documentaries on the History Channel, Netflix, 
CNN, and other channels. Master Sergeant 
Burnam’s authentic and passionate storytelling 
have brought to life the hardships, humor, and 
horrors of combat, as well as the courageous 
heroism of both dog and handler. 

In 2005, Master Sergeant Burnam ap-
proached me to help him turn his dream of a 
Military Working Dog monument into a reality. 
He worked relentlessly, contributing language 
to support the drafting of the legislation, as 
well as giving congressional testimony before 
several subcommittees during the legislative 
process. Due to his tenacity and passion for 
the project, the legislation was signed by 
President Obama into Public Law 110–181 on 
October 28, 2009. This finally set into motion 
Master Sergeant Burnam’s vision by author-
izing the John Burnam Monument Foundation 
to establish and maintain a national monument 
on the Lackland Air Force Base in San Anto-
nio, Texas. 

This approval sparked Master Sergeant 
Burnam’s motivation to maintain his voice in 
the process, as he led the design and devel-
opment details of the national monument, in-
cluding size, scope, and historical significance 
of each component. This included the large 
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bronze statues of the Military Working Dog 
teams, a granite history wall with an engraved 
narrative, and a bronze military working dog 
and handler water fountain. The entire monu-
ment sits on a 3,000 square foot granite plaza 
with five flag poles representing each of the 
armed services. 

To pay for its construction, Master Sergeant 
Burnam organized an ambitious public fund-
raising campaign, which secured $2.1 million 
dollars for the project. He even went as far as 
to raise a maintenance fund so this burden 
would not be placed on the American tax-
payer. After closely overseeing the installation 
and construction of the national monument, 
the John Burnam Monument Foundation offi-
cially gifted it to the Office of the Secretary of 
the Air Force and the Joint Base San Antonio, 
where the Department of Defense has been 
training Military Working Dog teams of all 
services since 1958. 

On October 28, 2013 the national monu-
ment was officially unveiled and dedicated at 
the Lackland Air Force Base, where Master 
Sergeant Burnam provided a moving testi-
mony. The monument is currently accessible 
to the American people and their dogs, and at-
tracts thousands of visitors and veterans from 
across the United States and the world. Since 
the completion of the national monument, 
Master Sergeant Burnam continues to be an 
advocate for our nation’s Military Working Dog 
teams. 

Master Sergeant Burnam’s extensive career 
is distinguished by his desire to serve the Ma-
rine Corps and our nation. His sacrifices may 
never be fully recognized, but his impact will 
be felt by Americans for generations to come. 
On behalf of my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle, I would like to recognize Master Ser-
geant John C. Burnam for his outstanding 
achievements and contributions to our nation 
both in active duty and in retirement. His ex-
traordinary efforts to honor the U.S. Army, Ma-
rines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Mili-
tary Working Dog teams will never be forgot-
ten. I pray his legacy lives on forever. 

f 

HONORING JOHN ROY DODSON, JR. 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. John Roy Dodson, Jr., a World War 
II veteran and a shining example of patriotism. 
We in the 7th District of Missouri are proud to 
share our home with folks like him. 

In 1943, Mr. Dodson went to basic training 
at Camp Robinson in California. This was the 
first step in a fruitful career of service that took 
him from Hawaii to New Zealand on a troop 
ship to repel encroaching Japanese forces. He 
was part of the U.S. Army’s 25th Infantry Divi-
sion that secured Guadalcanal after the Gua-
dalcanal Campaign, and from there he was 
sent to battle on Bougainville Island and later 
to the Philippines. There, half of the division 
was responsible for taking Manila while Mr. 
Dodson was part of the effort to secure the 
mountains. As a member of the planned inva-
sion of Japan, Mr. Dodson was 50 miles away 
from the shore of Osaka when the U.S. 
dropped its atomic bomb. Finally, he was part 
of the occupying force that kept order in 
Japan. 

This December, Mr. Dodson will be honored 
for his service by peers and loved ones. 
Newscaster Tom Brokaw wrote that those who 
fought in WWII were part of the ‘‘greatest gen-
eration any society has ever produced.’’ They 
served not for fame or fortune but simply be-
cause they loved their country, and having 
grown up during one of the most tumultuous 
times in our nation’s history, these men and 
women exemplify the resilient frontier spirit 
that makes America great. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have the oppor-
tunity to honor Mr. Dodson and veterans like 
him any chance I get. The 7th District of Mis-
souri, as well as the rest of the United States, 
are forever indebted to John Roy Dodson, Jr. 
We thank him for his service and wish him all 
the best in all future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RICHARD ALLGOOD 
FOR THE MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Richard Allgood of Big Sky for 
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and 
leadership in his community. 

Mr. Allgood served in the United States Air 
Force during the Vietnam War, yet his service 
to his community continued well after his mili-
tary career. 

In Big Sky, Mr. Allgood was instrumental in 
the revival of American Legion Post 99, which 
now provides scholarships for local high 
school students and sponsors Boys State and 
Girls State programs as well as other local 
youth activities. 

Mr. Allgood’s tireless efforts have helped 
provide assistance to financially troubled vet-
erans, aid to community members needing 
help with medical expenses, and support for 
the Vietnam War Memorial in Bozeman. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Richard Allgood for his dedica-
tion and service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NINTH ANNUAL 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS EXTRAVA-
GANZA 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, on December 16, 
2017, Brevard County families, businesses 
and local community organizations will gather 
together to celebrate the Ninth Annual Christ-
mas Extravaganza. This wonderful event, 
which will take place at Fred Poppe Regional 
Park in Palm Bay, FL, will provide an uplifting 
message of hope and future during this Christ-
mas season as so many families are still fac-
ing difficult challenges. 

The House at Palm Bay, the City of Palm 
Bay Parks & Recreation, Gator Automotive, 
Thrifty Produce, Chick-Fil-A, and Church on 
the Rock, Elevation Church, Calvary Chapel, 

Discover Life Church, Victory Church, Jornada 
Church, Victory in Christ Church, and several 
other business partners have recognized the 
importance of providing a positive venue for 
residents and children to celebrate Christmas. 

What makes the Family Christmas Extrava-
ganza so special is that there is no cost to at-
tend—everything is absolutely free to the pub-
lic. From cotton candy and hot dogs, to live 
music, and fun activities for children, the spon-
sors of this annual event are committed to 
serving others during this Christmas season 
and giving back to their community. 

This year, over eighty local businesses and 
organizations .have made donations of food, 
gift certificates, equipment, cash and goodie 
bags. The Bayside High School Marching 
Band will be performing along with Chagy the 
Clown. 

Senior Pastor Ken Delgado of The House at 
Palm Bay said, ‘‘With today’s news being filled 
with division, contention and expressions of 
hatred, it is exciting to see the City of Palm 
Bay, along with the city’s businesses and the 
citizens, create an event where love, joy and 
peace are expressed. The Family Christmas 
Extravaganza is the greatest expression that 
so many people yearn for, and is what the an-
gels proclaimed at the birth of Jesus saying 
‘‘Peace and good will towards all men.’’ 

Mayor William Capote said, ‘‘The Family 
Christmas Extravaganza is a wonderful annual 
tradition in the great City of Palm Bay. I am 
proud to be the Mayor of a City where groups 
like The House church spend so much time 
and energy selflessly giving back to our com-
munity. The House has captured the giving 
spirit of the holiday season with this event, 
providing a day of celebration and Christmas 
joy completely free of charge. I’ve seen the 
positive impact of the Extravaganza over the 
years and I am excited to see this event con-
tinue to grow!’’ 

Palm Bay City Manager Greg Lynk states, 
‘‘I’m excited to welcome the Family Christmas 
Extravaganza back to the City of Palm Bay. 
Over the past several years, the Christmas 
Extravaganza has become a cherished holiday 
tradition in Palm Bay, reminding all of us the 
reason for the season. The City is proud to 
partner with The House on this wonderful 
event that brings so much Christmas spirit to 
the great citizens of Palm Bay.’’ 

Gator Automotive owner Joe Kelly said 
‘‘Gator Chrysler has been a proud supporter of 
the Christmas Extravaganza for a few years. I 
support it because indeed it is a great thing 
the House of Palm Bay has established for 
families that can’t enjoy the holiday. I have 
heard firsthand from some of those families 
and it touches my heart.’’ . 

Fred Poppe, Director of Palm Bay Parks 
and Recreation, said ‘‘I am always looking for 
partnerships in the Community to serve our 
City to the best of our ability. The partnership 
with The House is very important in that we 
provide a free Holiday spirited event for thou-
sands of our residents. It’s the kind of partner-
ship that embodies the true spirit of the United 
States of America. Thanks for all that you and 
your hundreds of volunteers do to make this 
possible.’’ 

The City of Palm Bay issued a proclamation 
declaring December 16, 2017 as Family 
Christmas Extravaganza Day. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting all 
those who have worked so hard to make the 
Annual Family Christmas Extravaganza pos-
sible; and those who spread the Christmas 
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spirit through good deeds and charitable acts 
across our nation. 

f 

HONORING FORMER NY REP. 
MAURICE HINCHEY 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to join my fellow New Yorkers in honoring 
and celebrating the life of our colleague, Con-
gressman Maurice Hinchey. Congressman 
Hinchey embodied what it means to be a true 
public servant and patriot with a vocation to 
serve his country and the people of New York. 

From his 18 years serving in the New York 
State Assembly to his 10 years in Congress, 
Congressman Hinchey remained a steadfast 
champion for working people, American fami-
lies, and the environment. 

During the Congressman’s time in the New 
York State Assembly, where he served as 
Chairman of the Environmental Conservation 
Committee, he sponsored the nation’s first 
ever acid rain prevention bill. His passion for 
the environment followed him from New York 
State to Capitol Hill, where he famously sent 
President Reagan a tree and a gallon of acid 
rain water to draw attention to environmental 
pollution. 

The Congressman represented some of 
New York’s most beautiful land, from the Hud-
son Valley to the Finger Lakes, and we can 
attribute much of the preservation of New 
York’s natural beauty to Congressman 
Hinchey’s tireless dedication to conservation. 

While on the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, the Congressman served as a staunch 
advocate for progressive policies and innova-
tion to help American families and veterans. 

My thoughts are with the Congressman’s 
wife, Ilene, the Hinchey family, and all those 
who loved him as we honor his legacy of ac-
tivism, advocacy, and passion for public serv-
ice. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GARY GERMUNDSON 
FOR THE MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Gary Germundson of Scobey for 
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and 
leadership in his community. 

Mr. Germundson joined the United States 
Army in 1957 and served in Vietnam. In 1965, 
he ended his military career but continued to 
serve as a community leader in Montana. 

Mr. Germundson spent 45 years as a public 
educator. He became an alderman of the 
Scobey City Council and served as president 
of the Scobey Lions Club. Mr. Germundson 
remains active in his local American Legion 
and is treasurer of the Daniels County Color 
Guard. 

In addition to raising their four children, 
Gary and Bonnie Germundson were foster 
parents to fifteen children. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Mr. Gary Germundson for his 
dedication and service. 

f 

HONORING MAURICE HINCHEY 

HON. PAUL TONKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
our former colleague and my friend Maurice 
Hinchey, who passed away last week. 

All told, Maurice served 18 years in the New 
York State Assembly and 20 years in the 
House. 

The story goes that after some youthful in-
discretions, a judge gave him the option of 
joining the Navy or else . . . 

Following his Navy service, he returned 
home to Saugerties, New York and worked at 
a cement factory, and then as a toll collector 
on the New York State Thruway while earning 
his degree at SUNY New Paltz. 

He eventually ran and won a seat in the 
New York State Assembly in 1974, becoming 
the first Democrat to represent Ulster County 
since 1912. 

I had the privilege of serving with Maurice in 
both the State Assembly and Congress. 

As a freshman in the Assembly in the 
1980s, I was assigned to serve on the Envi-
ronmental Conservation Committee, which 
Maurice chaired. 

During that time, I saw firsthand as he 
worked to expose illegal waste dumping by or-
ganized crime, which led to many convictions. 

I saw him investigate toxic contamination of 
Love Canal in Niagara Falls, which would be-
come the nation’s first Superfund site. 

He passed hundreds of bills, including the 
nation’s first acid rain law to protect New York-
ers from harmful pollution, especially in the 
Adirondacks, and the Hudson River Valley 
Greenway Act. 

Governor Mario Cuomo called him the ‘‘en-
vironmental conscience of New York State.’’ 

Maurice was elected to Congress in 1992, 
where he represented a serpentine district, 
from Poughkeepsie to Ithaca—including parts 
of the Hudson Valley, Catskill Mountains, and 
Southern Tier. 

It was a tough district with disparate inter-
ests, but you could not have found a more fit-
ting representative than Maurice. 

No one was as equally as comfortable at a 
pool hall in Binghamton, a lecture hall in Cor-
nell University, or one of Levon Helm’s Mid-
night Rambles in Woodstock. 

Throughout his career, Maurice blended his 
progressive and populist beliefs in tireless 
support of America’s working families. 

Maurice was a fighter—especially for the 
underdog, the voiceless, and the environment. 

He was a rare breed of politician—not a 
weathervane—he stuck to his convictions. He 
knew that the best choice was not always the 
easiest or most popular one. 

As a freshman in Congress, despite re-
quests from the President, he opposed 
NAFTA, knowing it would result in the loss of 
American manufacturing jobs and suppress 
wages. 

He opposed the Telecommunications Act of 
1996 for fear that it would encourage media 
ownership consolidation. 

He opposed the repeal of Glass-Steagall 
because it would allow banks to become too 
big to fail and encourage riskier investment 
behavior. 

He opposed the unconstitutional, discrimina-
tory Defense of Marriage Act. Maurice knew it 
was just as wrong then as it is today. And he 
wasn’t afraid to say so. 

He was a fierce and vocal opponent of the 
Iraq War. 

He had the courage and vision that many 
lacked to be on the right side of those issues 
when it mattered, when the votes were casts. 

He was on the losing side of those votes, 
but history has vindicated his positions. 

His passion and courage should serve as a 
model for anyone who enters public service. 

Maurice will be remembered most for being 
a champion of our environment. And I say our 
environment, because he believed without pol-
itics, without the efforts of so many engaged 
members of the public, there would not be 
conservation, or national parks, or wilderness. 
Only through acts of government and relent-
less advocacy have those national treasures 
been preserved to be cherished by all Ameri-
cans. 

He led the effort to establish the Hudson 
River Valley National Heritage Area and 
fought for the cleanup of PCBs that contami-
nated the river . . . 

He secured funding to rehabilitate an old 
railroad bridge that became the Walkway Over 
the Hudson, which has attracted millions of 
visitors since its opening. 

He supported renewable energy, and sought 
to prohibit oil and gas development in pro-
tected wilderness areas. That effort led him to 
work on requiring the disclosure of hydraulic 
fracturing chemicals and secure an EPA study 
on the impacts of fracking on drinking water. 

Every two years the Almanac of American 
Politics writes an entry for every Member of 
Congress. 

They tend to be fair and well-researched, 
but I take issue with one description of Mau-
rice, where year after year he was described 
as a ‘‘leader of lost causes.’’ 

For 20 years in the House and 18 in the 
State Assembly, Maurice sought to give a 
voice to the voiceless and defend the weak 
against the powerful. 

These are tiring, uphill battles; often frus-
trating and always difficult, but he never 
thought they were lost; never hopeless. He 
believed in them, and so do I. 

We do not live in a perfect world, and we 
never will. There will always be those among 
us who are disadvantaged and in need. They 
will always need a champion, a Maurice Hin-
chey. 

Our nation needs leaders who will dedicate 
their lives to carrying the banner of these so- 
called ‘‘lost causes’’ and the courage to fight, 
even when it is hard. 

Maurice spent his life fighting for working 
and middle-class Americans and protecting 
the Hudson Valley and America’s environment 
and natural beauty. 

He was one of the most principled and cou-
rageous public servants I have ever known. 

I want to express my deepest condolences 
to his wife, Ilene Marder Hinchey, and his chil-
dren, Maurice, Joseph, and Michelle. 
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In the last year of his life, Maurice and his 

family worked to raise awareness for 
frontotemporal degeneration. I hope his expe-
rience can help others understand this terrible 
condition. 

Rest in peace, Maurice. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM ‘‘BRUCE’’ 
CHARLES FOR THE MONTANA 
CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN COM-
MENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize William ‘‘Bruce’’ Charles of De 
Borgia for the Montana Congressional Veteran 
Commendation for his service to his country 
and leadership in his community. 

Mr. Charles was a United States Air Force 
pilot during the Vietnam War, having joined 
the Air Force in 1965 as a result of the Gulf 
of Tonkin incident. 

Following his military career, Mr. Charles 
volunteered for various community service or-
ganizations, including 25 years as a member 
or officer in the local Kiwanis. 

In De Borgia, he was instrumental in pre-
venting the closure of the local post office and 
revitalizing the volunteer fire department. He 
also led a successful effort to create a fuel 
mitigation plan to protect the De Borgia area. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending William Charles for his dedica-
tion and service. 

RECOGNIZING SOUDERTON AREA 
HIGH SCHOOL FOR ITS DESIGNA-
TION AS A NATIONAL BANNER 
UNIFIED CHAMPION SCHOOL 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a school in my district. On No-
vember 30, 2017, Souderton Area High 
School will be recognized as a National Ban-
ner Unified Champion School by the Special 
Olympics’ International headquarters. Through 
the diligence and compassion of Athletic Di-
rector Dennis Stanton and Supervisor of Spe-
cial Education Megan Zweiback, the introduc-
tion of Unified Sports into to the school has 
greatly enhanced the curriculum of special 
needs students and allowed them to compete 
with typical students in interscholastic competi-
tion. One of only four schools in the nation, 
and the first in Pennsylvania to have been 
honored in this respect, I am proud of work 
done at Souderton Area High School to sup-
port and enhance the educational and rec-
reational development of all students. 

REQUIRING COMPLETION OF 
TRAINING PROGRAM IN WORK-
PLACE RIGHTS AND RESPON-
SIBILITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, this 
resolution will require all Members of Con-
gress and all employees of the House, includ-
ing fellows, detailees, and interns, to complete 
an anti-harassment and anti-discrimination 
training program each year. Harassment of 
any kind has no place within Congress, and 
passing this resolution will re-enforce that for 
Members and staff. By voting for this resolu-
tion, we will also ensure that all employees 
are made aware of their rights and the protec-
tions they have against discrimination, harass-
ment, and retaliation for exercising their rights. 
We must set an example for the nation by cre-
ating a professional workplace environment in 
which employees feel safe and in which work-
place rights and responsibilities are respected. 
While this makes clear the House position 
against workplace sexual harassment or dis-
crimination, it is only a first step. I look forward 
to simplifying and reforming the complaint 
process to bring greater transparency and ac-
countability for reporting incidents of inappro-
priate workplace behavior. This new policy 
and our new national awareness are long 
overdue but necessary as we begin the long 
process to ensure the workplace is safe and 
welcoming for all employees. 
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