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CONGRATULATIONS TO STEVE 
AND DONNA KRAUS ON 50 YEARS 
OF MARRIAGE 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Steve and Donna Kraus on 50 years 
of marriage. Longtime Southern California 
residents, Steve and Donna have contributed 
immeasurably to their community. 

Steve was a 21-year-old signalman aboard 
the USS Frank E Evans on June 2, 1969 
when it collided with an Australian vessel off 
the coast of Vietnam. While Steve was able to 
escape, 74 sailors lost their lives. In the years 
since that terrible day, Steve and Donna have 
become leaders in the USS Frank E Evans 
Association, with Steve serving as Chairman 
and President and Donna as Treasurer. The 
Evans Association has organized the survivors 
of the disaster and their families, as well as 
the loved ones of those who lost. They have 
advocated that their sacrifice be fully and 
properly recognized, including through inclu-
sion on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. In 
working closely with the Evans Association to 
secure that long overdue recognition, I have 
been deeply impressed by Steve and Donna’s 
hard work and advocacy, and all they have 
done to keep the memories of Evans Sailors 
alive. 

I thank Steve and Donna for their service. 
Happy anniversary, and I wish them many 
more years of happiness and health. 

f 

HONORING REGINALD F. LEWIS 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, deeply em-
bedded in our character as Americans is the 
vision that ours should be a nation that offers 
opportunity to all of our people. Even as we 
continue to work toward making this shared 
aspiration a reality, we must also recognize 
that the pathways to a better life are far more 
difficult for far too many of our citizens. 

This is why I addressed my colleagues on 
December 1. I rose on the floor of the House 
to celebrate a milestone in our nation’s finan-
cial history. 

I spoke of an event 30 years ago when 
Reginald Francis Lewis tore down long-stand-
ing social and political stereotypes in our na-
tion’s financial industry. 

On November 30 and December 1 in 1987, 
Mr. Lewis negotiated the $985 million lever-
aged buyout of Beatrice International Foods— 
a transaction that was heard in financial cir-
cles around the world. 

At the time, this was the largest offshore 
transaction in the country—a breakthrough 

moment orchestrated by a son of Baltimore, 
who became the first African-American, billion- 
dollar business tycoon. 

The 30th anniversary of this step toward re-
alizing our dream of universal economic op-
portunity deserves celebration both for all that 
it accomplished and as a reminder of the chal-
lenges that we have yet to overcome. 

Mr. Lewis’ acquisition led to the founding of 
TLC Beatrice International Holdings, Inc., the 
first African-American owned enterprise to 
break through the billion-dollar mark when it 
grossed $1.8 billion in sales during its first 
year. 

That landmark, in turn, helped to change the 
landscape of American business forever, pav-
ing the way for more Americans of Color to 
succeed in the billion-dollar-business league. 

This, however, is only the most apparent 
reason that I rose in the House to celebrate 
that moment. 

Equally important, I reminded my colleagues 
that Mr. Lewis’ character as a human being of 
African heritage is more representative of our 
character and ambitions than the negative 
stereotypes that continue to present barriers to 
success in our country. 

Reginald Lewis was not an overnight suc-
cess, as many of his peers and family would 
point out. 

Even as a young person growing up in Balti-
more, Mr. Lewis developed a strong work 
ethic and showed great ambition. His passion 
to succeed carried him from Baltimore to Vir-
ginia State University and Harvard Law 
School. Although he ‘‘mastered the art of the 
deal,’’ he did so with integrity and tenacity. 

This was the man I was fortunate to call my 
friend, and his untimely death in 1993 left a 
void in our nation’s financial industry that is 
palpable today. 

Because of his success in business, the 
doors to economic opportunity have opened 
somewhat for other young Americans of color, 
who now are inspired to dream as big as 
Reginald F. Lewis dreamed—and to ‘‘keep on 
going, no matter what’’—until they achieve 
their own visions for themselves and their 
communities. 

Today, Reginald’s name will forever be re-
membered in our hometown of Baltimore 
through the Reginald F. Lewis Museum of 
Maryland African American History and Cul-
ture, and highlights of his life are also perma-
nently displayed at the Smithsonian National 
African American Museum of History and Cul-
ture. 

Before Mr. Lewis died, he gave back to the 
institution that gave him the tools he needed 
to change Wall Street: as a testament to his 
generosity, The Reginald F. Lewis Inter-
national Law Center stands at Harvard Law 
School. 

To carry on his spirit of philanthropy and his 
belief that a good education is key to one’s 
success, the Lewis family has continued to 
‘‘give back’’ to our society. 

They created the Reginald F. Lewis Foun-
dation, and partnered with others to create the 
Reginald F. Lewis High School of Business & 

Law in Baltimore, the Reginald F. Lewis Col-
lege of Business at Virginia State University, 
and The Lewis College in Sorsogon City, Phil-
ippines, his widow’s hometown. 

In loving memory of their father, his daugh-
ters continue to make lasting contributions to 
American society. 

For example, Leslie Lewis was recently rec-
ognized for her moving one-woman show 
called ‘‘Miracle In Rwanda,’’ based on a true 
story of surviving violence, overcoming odds 
and the power of forgiveness. Christina Lewis- 
Halpern founded All Star Code, a not-for-profit 
organization that seeks to equip young men of 
color with the tools they need to become a 
new generation of entrepreneurs, who will cre-
ate even broader economic opportunity for us 
all. 

By breaking a barrier in American business, 
Reginald Lewis also affirmed our core values 
of diversity, equality, and the liberty to pursue 
happiness—values that transcend color and 
race, nationality and gender. 

As Americans, we all have good reason to 
rejoice in the successes of our sons and 
daughters. They will continue to perfect us as 
a nation and celebrate us as a great people. 

f 

HONORING LISA SWEENEY 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the remarkable and honorable ac-
tions of Staten Island’s Lisa Sweeney. 

As a letter carrier for the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice for 30 years, Lisa Sweeney is devoted to 
doing her job well. For the past thirteen years 
on the job, she has been delivering mail on 
the same route in the Westerleigh section of 
Staten Island. She does not simply deliver 
mail, but makes an effort to know everyone on 
her mail route. Her selflessness was on full 
display on August 7, 2017, when Lisa’s com-
passion saved a life. 

Marie Boyer, a senior citizen on Lisa 
Sweeney’s route, had fallen four days prior 
and was not able to get up on her own. Ms. 
Boyer did not have access to food or water 
and therefore, would not be able to survive 
without assistance. However, Lisa had fo-
cused on knowing the patterns and tendencies 
of each person along her mail route through-
out her entire career. She was able to identify 
that there was a problem when old mail had 
collected in her mailbox and her trash cans 
were still on the street, leading her to contact 
the police. Her thoughtfulness was thankfully 
enough to save the life of Ms. Boyer, who 
would have died had it not been for Lisa’s ac-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to commend Lisa 
Sweeney not only for her actions on that day, 
but also for her long career of caring about 
her job and the people of Staten Island. This 
dedication makes a positive impact on their 
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lives, proven through the quick thinking that 
saved Marie Boyer’s life. She has truly proven 
to be a role model and the true essence of a 
model citizen. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE LATINA 
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE IN SAN 
ANTONIO, TEXAS 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to congratulate the Latina Leadership In-
stitute (LLI) in San Antonio, Texas, for the 
good work they are doing in San Antonio to 
train, educate, and encourage the next gen-
eration of Hispanic women who aspire to pub-
lic office. 

LLI’s mission is to increase the number and 
influence of Hispanic Women in elected and 
appointed office positions in the United States. 
This is a noble and worthwhile mission and I 
am proud that this organization is located in 
my hometown of San Antonio. 

The LLI program is highly personalized to 
each woman’s individual goals and endeavors. 
Program participants are encouraged to get 
outside their comfort zones and build key 
leadership skills and experiences that will 
equip them for public office in the future. It is 
an excellent model for other cities around the 
country to emulate as they seek to elevate 
young women into political leadership roles. 

The local governments of San Antonio and 
Texas, as well as the federal government, will 
benefit from the aspiring leaders being trained 
and encouraged by the Latina Leadership In-
stitute. 

f 

NDAA SUPPORTS GOLD STAR 
WIDOWS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, as Chairman of the House Armed Services 
Readiness Subcommittee and a conferee for 
the FY2018 National Defense Authorization 
Act, I am grateful for the continued support of 
Gold Star Widows included in the FY2018 
NDAA. The bill includes a permanent exten-
sion of the Special Survivor Indemnity Allow-
ance under the Survivor Benefit Plan. The 
more than 60,000 Americans whose spouses 
died either on active duty or during retirement 
will continue to receive $310 per month plus a 
Cost of Living Allowance indefinitely. My pred-
ecessor, the late Chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, Floyd Spence, 
championed this kind of relief for our military 
families, and I have continued that fight be-
cause our military personnel risk their lives to 
defend our nation and they should be able to 
trust that the benefits they designate for their 
spouses and families will always be there. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the Chamber on Mon-
day, November 13. Had I been present, I 
would have voted Yea on Roll Call votes 623, 
624, and 625. 

f 

CELEBRATING 36 YEARS OF DIS-
TINGUISHED SERVICE—KEITH S. 
PARKER 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the retirement of Keith S. 
Parker—public servant, fierce education advo-
cate, public servant, and community leader, 
after 36 years of service. 

Keith began his career with the University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) in 1981 and 
has held numerous positions since that time 
including Senior Consultant in the Staff Affirm-
ative Action Officer, Staff Affirmative Action 
Officer, and Executive Officer in the Adminis-
trative Services division. He has held the posi-
tion of Assistant Vice Chancellor, Government 
& Community Relations since 1998 and has 
devoted his career to advocating for important 
issues for UCLA. Keith is the true embodiment 
of a public servant. 

During his impressive career that spans 
over three-and-a-half decades, he has worked 
on many important issues affecting students 
and faculty, including building relationships 
with community leaders, organizations, and 
elected officials at the local, state and federal 
government throughout the Greater Los Ange-
les area, integrating community service 
projects into advocacy activities, and UC sys-
temwide Advocacy Days in Los Angeles and 
Washington, D.C. 

Prior to his service with UCLA, Keith worked 
at the Minnesota Department of Education in 
the area of staff development and as an In-
structor in the Afro-America Studies Depart-
ment at the University of Minnesota. Keith has 
truly been a champion for UCLA and has de-
voted his life to helping others and the greater 
Los Angeles community. 

UCLA has been extremely fortunate to ben-
efit from his experience, leadership and kind-
ness. I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating Keith’s 36 years of distinguished serv-
ice to the University of California, Los Angeles 
and wish him peace, happiness, and joy in his 
retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN K. DELANEY 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to cast my vote on Roll Call No. 646, No. 647, 
No. 648, and No. 649. Had I been present to 

vote on Roll Call No. 646, I would have voted 
AYE; had I been present to vote on Roll Call 
No. 647, I would have voted AYE; had I been 
present to vote on Roll Call No. 648, I would 
have voted NO; and had I been present to 
vote on Roll Call No. 649, I would have voted 
YEA. 

f 

BICENTENNIAL OF PERRY 
COUNTY, OHIO 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to recognize the bicentennial of 
Perry County, Ohio. Since German settlers 
first made their way to Southeastern Ohio 
from Pennsylvania, Perry County has exempli-
fied many of our nation’s core values. 

From its foundation, Perry County has pre-
served our proud tradition of military service, 
its first residents choosing to name the area 
for Oliver H. Perry, a hero of the War of 1812. 
Today, there are over 2,700 veterans living in 
Perry County, all of whom have made tremen-
dous sacrifices to preserve our freedoms. 

For the past 200 years, the overwhelming 
characteristic of the people of Perry County is 
the compassion they hold for one another and 
their determination to do what is right and just. 
In the 191h century, residents worked dili-
gently in support of the Underground Railroad. 
Today, the people of Perry County refuse to 
have their communities destroyed by the 
opioid epidemic, and are uniting to support 
their neighbors and find paths to healthy, pro-
ductive lives. 

Much like the kindness of its citizens, the 
natural beauty of Perry County is unparalleled. 
From the picturesque landmark of Buckeye 
Lake, to the foothills of the Appalachian Moun-
tains, there is a steep appreciation for the sce-
nic landscape of the County, as described in 
Clement L. Martzolff’s poem, ‘‘The Beauty of 
Our Hills.’’ 
There is beauty in these hills of ours for him 

with eyes to see; 
There is beauty smiling at us from the mead-

ows broad and free; 
There is beauty in the woodlands; there is 

beauty ’long the brooks; 
There’s beauty in the violet light as it 

gleams through leafy nooks. 
And a beauty out of heaven over all the land-

scape rills 
When the sun shines down upon these Perry 

county hills. 

Today, Perry County remains a beautiful 
place to work, live, and raise a family. I am 
grateful for the leadership of the County Com-
missioners, James O’Brien, Ben Carpenter, 
and Dave Freriks, and all of the neighbors and 
friends who have maintained Perry County’s 
beauty and history. 

I am honored to represent this county, 
where community, faith, and freedom are cele-
brated not just in recognition of the 200th an-
niversary of its founding, but each and every 
day. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-

EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
SPECIALIST (SPC) MELVIN LEE 
HENLEY, JR. 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Mississippi 
soldier Army Specialist (SPC) Melvin Lee Hen-
ley, Jr. who gave his life while in service to 
our nation on November 21, 2007, during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. SPC Henley died at 
Camp Striker in Baghdad, Iraq of injuries sus-
tained in a non-combat related incident. SPC 
Henley was assigned to the 603rd Aviation 
Support Battalion, 3rd Combat Aviation Bri-
gade, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, 
Georgia. 

SPC Henley, a Jackson, Mississippi native, 
joined the U.S. Army after graduating from 
Provine High School in 1999. According to the 
Associated Press, he was among the top 10 
students in his class. 

George Watkins, SPC Henley’s uncle, said 
his nephew always wanted to be a soldier. 
‘‘He wanted to make a difference in other peo-
ple’s lives,’’ Mr. Watkins said. ‘‘He had other 
relatives who had done the same. His grand-
father fought in World War II, so he was fol-
lowing in those footsteps.’’ 

Amber Henley, SPC Henley’s wife, said they 
were married less than two years when her 
husband was assigned to Fort Stewart. Three 
months later, SPC Henley received his deploy-
ment orders. ‘‘He hated to be away from us,’’ 
Mrs. Henley said. ‘‘We were everything to 
each other.’’ SPC Henley previously served 
one tour of duty in Iraq from November 2003 
to November 2004. 

In 2008, seven fallen soldiers were honored 
at a tree dedication ceremony held at Cotrell 
Field, Fort Stewart, Georgia. Members of the 
92nd Engineer Battalion, 3rd Sustainment Bri-
gade, 3rd Infantry Division planted an Eastern 
Redbud tree along Warriors Walk to honor the 
soldiers who have died fighting in America’s 
global war on terrorism. SPC Henley was one 
of the soldiers honored at the ceremony. 

SPC Henley was awarded the Army Good 
Conduct Medal, the National Defense Service 
Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the Global 
War on Terrorism (Service) Medal, the Army 
Service Ribbon, and the Army Overseas Serv-
ice Ribbon. 

SPC Henley is survived by his mother, 
Maria Marquis; his wife, Amber Henley; and 
his uncle, George Watkins. 

SPC Henley proudly served America and 
fought to protect the freedoms we all enjoy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPACTFUL 
CAREER OF ED BONACH 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of Ed Bonach’s retire-
ment from an illustrious business career. Ed is 
a native of Minnesota who went to St. John’s 
College, an all-male Catholic college in 

Collegeville, Minnesota. Ed has had a 41-year 
career in life and health insurance, and most 
recently served as chief executive officer of 
CNO Financial in Carmel, Indiana. Ed joined 
CNO Financial Group as Chief Financial Offi-
cer in 2007 from National Life Group, where 
he served as executive vice president and 
chief financial officer. 

Upon Ed’s arrival, CNO Financial found 
itself in a time of severe economic struggle. 
Following the recession, CNO stock had plum-
meted to under 30 cents a share. Today, CNO 
stock trades at more than $25 dollars a share. 
Additionally, in his time at CNO Financial, the 
company saw enhanced shareholder value, 
extended customer reach, and delivered 
strong financial and operational performance. 
Specifically, Ed oversaw 17 ratings upgrades 
as CEO/CFO, a total shareholder return of 
over 350 percent, increased gender and ethnic 
diversity to the board at CNO Financial, and 
the implementation of a common stock divi-
dend in 2012, which resulted in five subse-
quent increases. 

Ed’s professional accomplishments are sec-
ond only to his positive influence on our com-
munity. After relocating to Carmel from 
Vermont, he immediately set out to find orga-
nizations to support—along the way making 
connections with key community leaders to re-
assure them about the company’s future and 
make himself accessible. Specific achieve-
ments include helping launch the Boys Scout’s 
Growing Future Leaders capital campaign to 
fundraise for scouting and using the CNO Indy 
Monumental Marathon as a pipeline for shoe 
donations to the Boy Scouts’s Soles 4 Souls 
program for needy children. Ed also served as 
Board and Executive Committee Member for 
Greater Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce, 
Board Member and President of Boy Scouts of 
America—Crossroads of America Council, and 
a Board Member for Marion University to 
name a few. 

CNO Financial prides itself on being a val-
ued financial security partner of middle-income 
America, and Ed embodied that to the fullest. 
He understood that he didn’t just oversee an 
insurance company, he and the thousands of 
employees at CNO Financial provided clients 
and their families services and products that 
provide peace of mind. I want to extend my 
best wishes to Ed, his wife of 40 years, 
Peggy, his two children, and five grandchildren 
on this next step in their lives. On behalf of all 
Hoosiers, I thank Ed for his professional con-
tributions as well as his exemplary service and 
leadership in our community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
available and missed Roll Call Vote 647. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY of Roll Call No. 647. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call vote 642 on Thursday, November 30, 
2017. Had I been present, I would have voted 
Yea on Roll Call vote 642. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 90TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE METHODIST 
DALLAS MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the Methodist Dal-
las Medical Center for its 90 years of service 
in the Dallas community. The medical services 
provided by the United Methodist Church in 
the greater North Texas region have played a 
major role as our community continues to 
grow. 

In 1924, a group of Methodist ministers and 
civic leaders came together to bring quality 
healthcare to the city of Dallas. With the help 
of many donations from the Methodist Church, 
local congregations, and others, the Methodist 
Dallas Medical Center, a 100-bed facility, was 
opened in 1927. 

The hospital persevered through the Great 
Depression and started to thrive in the middle 
of the century. The construction of new facili-
ties, including a three-story student nurse’s 
residence provided classroom space for nurs-
ing education and community programs. Addi-
tionally, the hospital itself grew to include 420 
beds, expanding to more than four times its 
original size. 

In 1995, Methodist hospitals expanded to 
opening the Family Health Centers. Currently 
there are 24 centers located across north 
Texas including locations in Arlington, Cedar 
Hill, Grand Prairie, Mansfield, Midlothian, Rich-
ardson, Waxahachie, and Wylie. 

The Methodist Dallas Medical Center is now 
the main teaching and referral center for the 
Methodist Health System and one of the lead-
ing teaching and referral hospitals in all of 
Texas. The Medical Center now features 585 
beds and 250 physicians that specialize in 
more than 60 medical specialties. It has been 
recognized among the top performers on key 
quality measures by The Joint Commission 
because of its evidence-based clinical proc-
esses that have been shown to improve care 
for heart attack, heart failure, pneumonia, and 
strokes. 

Its presence in the community is grounded 
in faith, and the hospital’s ties to the United 
Methodist Church is strengthened by the pres-
ence of Methodist ministers and church mem-
bers on governing boards, and its commitment 
to pastoral education, 24-hour chaplain serv-
ices, and health ministries at local churches. 
Additionally, its wide variety of outreach activi-
ties, including mobile health screenings and 
local clinics help bring its services even closer 
to the community. I want to recognize the 
Methodist Health System, specifically the 
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Methodist Dallas Medical Center, for its re-
markable service to the Dallas community by 
improving the community’s member’s health 
and well-being. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN ARMY SPECIALIST (SPC) 
JAVIER ANTONIO VILLANUEVA 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Army Spe-
cialist (SPC) Javier Antonio Villanueva who 
gave his life while in service to our nation on 
November 24, 2005, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. SPC Villanueva died from injuries 
he sustained when an improvised explosive 
device detonated near his dismounted patrol 
during combat operations in Hit, Iraq. SPC 
Villanueva was assigned to the 2nd Squadron, 
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Irwin, 
California, while serving with the 155th Ar-
mored Brigade Combat Team from Mis-
sissippi. 

According to the Associated Press, SPC 
Villanueva, a Waco, Texas native, graduated 
in 1998 from La Vega High School. He then 
attended Texas State Technical College for 
two years. In 2003, SPC Villanueva married 
his wife, Felicia Owens, in Temple, Texas. 
Later that year, he joined the U.S. Army. SPC 
Villanueva received advanced individual train-
ing as a 91W (healthcare specialist) at Fort 
Sam Houston in Texas. His first duty station 
was Fort Irwin, California. SPC Villanueva was 
assigned to Iraq in January 2005 as a combat 
medic. 

Taliyah Villanueva, SPC Villanueva’s daugh-
ter, posted a tribute to her dad on a memorial 
website. ‘‘I love you with all my heart,’’ Taliyah 
said. ‘‘I wish you were here right now because 
I would get to see you every day of my life. 
Even if you are in heaven, I still can see you, 
me and my mommy together as a family. We 
love you.’’ Felicia Villanueva, SPC Villanueva’s 
wife, also posted a tribute on the memorial 
website. ‘‘I can’t put into words the pain I 
feel,’’ Mrs. Villanueva said. ‘‘I hurt every day I 
look at your daughter’s face and I see you. I 
find myself in a daze at times because I day-
dream of the past and I wonder what we 
would have been like in the future. I miss you 
so much, and I will always love you. Until we 
meet again, continue to guide me in the path 
of success.’’ 

When former California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger learned of SPC Villanueva’s 
death in Iraq, he ordered all state capitol flags 
to be flown at half-staff. In 2007, President 
George W. Bush paid tribute to SPC 
Villanueva’s sacrifice during the Fallen Soldier 
Memorial Ceremony at the American Legion 
Post and Unit 121 in Waco, Texas. 

SPC Villanueva is survived by his parents, 
Wilfredo Rivera and Christine Lebron; his wife, 
Felicia Villanueva; and his daughter, Taliyah 
Ann Villanueva. 

SPC Villanueva proudly served America and 
gave his life so others could be free. 

AUGUST ‘‘GUS’’ SCHUMACHER 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD a biography and list of accomplish-
ments of August ‘‘Gus’’ Schumacher. Addition-
ally, I include a copy of the Washington Post 
obituary article of Mr. Schumacher. 
AUGUST ‘‘GUS’’ SCHUMACHER—BIOGRAPHY AND 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: (DEC. 4, 1939–SEPT. 24, 
2017) 

BIOGRAPHICAL 
August Schumacher Jr. was born in Lin-

coln, Mass., on Dec. 4, 1939. 
—Fourth-generation farmer. 
—His father was one of the largest parsnip 

growers in Massachusetts. 
—Gus grew up on a farm in Lexington, 

Massachusetts. 
—His grandfather and great-grandfather 

were farmers in New York City. 
—They grew winter vegetables in glass-en-

closed hothouses. 
Schumacher graduated from Harvard Uni-

versity in 1961 and attended the London 
School of Economics. 
ACCORDING TO JOEL BERG, CEO OF HUNGER FREE 

AMERICA 
‘‘I had the high honor of working with, and 

learning from, Gus at USDA during the Clin-
ton Administration. He was a giant who al-
ways pushed the envelope to get better pro-
grams and more social justice, across Amer-
ica and the globe. He was a driving force in 
creating the first federal program to enable 
seniors to obtain extra produce at farmers’ 
markets. He was also the spark for the Dole- 
McGovern program, through which the U.S. 
enabled developing countries to start school 
meals program. When the stakes were high 
for people in need, Gus didn’t take ‘no’—even 
repeatedly—for an answer. He kept pushing 
for new ways to get bureaucracies to aid peo-
ple in need. Perhaps his most important leg-
acy was pioneering ways to reduce hunger 
and aid community food systems and, at the 
same time, transcending the stale debate 
over whether we should focus on just one of 
those goals. After leaving government serv-
ice, he could have taken a well-earned retire-
ment. Instead he upped his work to make 
fresh, healthy food affordable and available 
for everyone. As a person, he will be deeply 
missed. But his legacy has improved the 
world forever.’’ 

WORLD BANK 
Took a job in the mid-1960s as a food 

project manager and agriculture develop-
ment officer for the World Bank. 

He spent the next two decades concen-
trating on technical appraisals for agricul-
tural-related loans in countries including 
China, Egypt, Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda. 

Developed livestock operations in western 
Brazil, lent assistance to herders in Kenya 
and projects in the Kosovo Province of what 
was then Yugoslavia. 

After more than five years as agriculture 
commissioner, he returned to the World 
Bank to help restructure the farm sector in 
Central Europe after the breakup of the So-
viet Union. 
COMMISSIONER OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE FOR 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Between 1984 and 1990 when Mr. 

Schumacher was agriculture chief for Massa-
chusetts, he created market coupon pro-
grams for seniors and low-income families 
with children. 

Also served as the Massachusetts commis-
sioner of food and agriculture; he was ap-

pointed agriculture commissioner in Massa-
chusetts by Governor Michael Dukakis. 

In 1992, Sen. John Kerry and Rep. Chet At-
kins, of Massachusetts, authorized the WIC 
Farmers Market Nutrition Program into the 
federal budget, and today it is a almost a $6 
billion program that allows every WIC moth-
er and child to get vouchers for fresh produce 
at farmers markets and supermarkets. 

Gus raised $17,000 from the state and the 
Chiles Foundation to create a Massachusetts 
pilot program that gave $10 worth of produce 
coupons to WIC recipients to use at area 
farmers markets. 

USDA UNDERSECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 
USDA undersecretary of agriculture for 

farm and foreign agricultural services from 
1997 to 2001. 

Gus found that the commodity Credit Cor-
poration Charter Act of 1935’s (CCC) stated 
purpose was the ‘‘promotion and marketing 
of American agricultural products,’’ not just 
large commodity crops. Gus told the USDA 
lawyers that he wanted to create a market 
nutrition program for seniors using the au-
thority of the CCC. ‘‘They looked at me like 
I just jumped off the fifth floor,’’ he recalled. 
‘‘They said, no, that’s not normal. I said, 
guys, it doesn’t say wheat, corn, and cotton. 
‘Just write me a memo so I don’t get in-
dicted’ ’’. 

In 2000, the program began with $10 million 
in funding, and is now funded at $22 million 
annually. 

In 1997 he became U.S. Undersecretary for 
Farm, Foreign, and Agricultural Services in 
the Clinton Administration, and he wanted 
to try to install a program for low-income 
seniors at the federal level like the WIC Mar-
ket Nutrition Program. 

On his watch the state Agriculture Depart-
ment launched ‘‘The Fresh Connection,’’ a 
newsletter and free service that listed the 
sources and seasonal availability of foods. 

SENIOR ADVISOR—WORLD BANK 
Schumacher directed World Bank teams 

involved in major agricultural and forest 
sector re-structuring of post-Communist Po-
land. Project funding of $450 million was dis-
bursed under Poland Agricultural Sector Ad-
justment Loan ($300 million) and Forest De-
velopment Project ($150 million). He also led 
teams that developed the first Global Envi-
ronment Fund (GEF). Which also produced 
four other successful GEF biodiversity pro-
tection projects in Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
Belarus and Ukraine. 

WHOLESOME WAVE (WW) 
Since 2008 he had served as founding board 

chairman of Wholesome Wave in Bridgeport, 
Conn., which seeks to increase access to af-
fordable, locally grown fruits and vegetables. 

In 2012, Wholesome Wave funding jumped 
to $2.38 million for 306 markets and 54 part-
ners in 24 states and D.C.—money WW uses 
to match the SNAP benefits that farmers 
markets would receive were they able to reg-
ister themselves for EBT card use. Unlike 
now-defunct paper vouchers, EBT cards can-
not be used at many farmers markets; most 
lack the equipment to process EBT pur-
chases. Due to this, by 2004, SNAP spending 
at farmers markets had plummeted to $2 
million annually, from $82 million in 1990. In 
order to accept electronic benefits, a re-
tailer—whether it was a grocery store or a 
farmers market—needed authorization from 
the USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service 
(FNS), which authorization is hard for small 
businesses like farmers markets to receive. 
However, this authorization is recognized for 
its success in preventing EBT voucher fraud. 
WW circumvents this bureaucracy by using 
the aforementioned funds to create a match 
program for farmers markets similar to that 
used by the government through the SNAP 
program. 
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In California, non-profit Roots of Change, 
with grant writing assistance from Gus for 
$1,500,000 for marketing support of incen-
tives, launched a program called Market 
Match. The simultaneous appearance—and 
success—of double-your money markets drew 
national media and grant-makers’ attention 
and laid the foundation for rapid expansion. 
By 2009, Wholesome Wave granted $330,000, 
up from just $38,000 the year before, to shop-
pers at 40 farmers markets in 10 states plus 
the District of Columbia. 

Over the years, he wrote books and journal 
articles, and taught agribusiness as a vis-
iting scholar at Harvard Business School. 

In 2007, Schumacher, along with Cathy 
Bertini, former Director of the World Food 
Programme and Professor Robert Thompson, 
Gardner Professor of Agricultural Economics 
at Illinois, oversaw the preparation of the 
Task Force Report of the Chicago Council on 
Global Affairs, titled ‘‘Modernizing Amer-
ica’s Food and Farm Policy: Vision for a New 
Direction’’. 

In 2013, Mr. Schumacher received the 
James Beard Foundation’s Leadership Award 
for ‘‘his lifelong efforts to improve access to 
fresh local food in underserved commu-
nities.’’ 

In Boston, the Globe wrote about a time 
several years ago when Mr. Schumacher, din-
ing out at tony Hamersley’s Bistro, sat down 
at a table, reached into a brown paper bag 
and pulled out a shiny, ripe red tomato. He 
asked for a serrated knife, olive oil and a 
plate, then proceeded to make himself a 
salad. ‘‘Who’s this guy who’s making his own 
salad?’’ chef-owner Gordon Hamersley want-
ed to know. His own tomatoes came from 
California. Where had Mr. Schumacher’s 
come from? ‘‘Twenty minutes from your 
doorstep,’’ Mr. Schumacher said. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
He chastised breakfast diners for serving 

English jellies instead of American ones. 
Mr. Schumacher made personal deliveries 

of Asian greens that included pea tendrils, 
Chinese chive blossoms and Cambodian 
spearmint to the Washington restaurant 
TenPenh. 

For fun, Mr. Schumacher restored cider 
mills. 

Schumacher was a member of the 21st Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. 

[From The Washington Post, Sept. 27] 
GUS SCHUMACHER, A FORCE IN THE FARM-TO- 

TABLE MOVEMENT, DIES AT 77 
(By Bart Barnes) 

Gus Schumacher, a fourth-generation 
farmer and third-ranking official at the Ag-
riculture Department, told the story of his 
epiphany about food hundreds of times. 

It was the end of a summer afternoon in 
1980 at a farmers market in Boston, and he 
was helping his brother load up his truck 
with unsold produce grown on their family 
property in Lexington, Mass. The bottom fell 
out of a box of pears, scattering the fruit 
into the gutter. 

There, a young mother with two little boys 
eagerly gathered them into the folds of her 
unhemmed shirt. She was a single mom, she 
explained, dependent on food stamps, which 
back then made fresh fruit and vegetables 
prohibitively expensive for her. The pear 
spill was a bonanza. 

For Mr. Schumacher, he would say later, it 
was a seminal moment in his life. He grew up 
on a farm, and it had never occurred to him 
that parents would find it hard to provide 
their children with fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles. 

He would change it, he told himself. 
Mr. Schumacher—who in a 50-year career 

also served as the Massachusetts commis-

sioner of food and agriculture, a food project 
manager and agriculture development officer 
for the World Bank and finally a co-founder 
of a nonprofit group that tries to improve af-
fordable access to fresh, locally grown food— 
died Sept. 24 at his home in Washington. The 
cause was an apparent heart attack, said his 
wife, Susan Holaday Schumacher. He was 77. 

Since that farmers-market epiphany, Mr. 
Schumacher helped make food assistance 
programs more generous in allowances for 
fresh fruit and vegetables. He also became a 
force in the farm-to-table movement, en-
couraging restaurants and retail stores to 
buy produce locally. 

In 2013, Mr. Schumacher received the 
James Beard Foundation’s Leadership Award 
for ‘‘his lifelong efforts to improve access to 
fresh local food in underserved commu-
nities.’’ 

In Boston, the Globe wrote about a time 
several years ago when Mr. Schumacher, din-
ing out at tony Hamersley’s Bistro, sat down 
at a table, reached into a brown paper bag 
and pulled out a shiny, ripe red tomato. He 
asked for a serrated knife, olive oil and a 
plate, then proceeded to make himself a 
salad. 

‘‘Who’s this guy who’s making his own 
salad?’’ chef-owner Gordon Hamersley want-
ed to know. His own tomatoes came from 
California. Where had Mr. Schumacher’s 
come from? 

‘‘Twenty minutes from your doorstep,’’ Mr. 
Schumacher said. 

That scene, or a version of it, would play 
over and over again between 1984 and 1990 
when Mr. Schumacher was agriculture chief 
for Massachusetts. He was always asking 
chefs whether they knew any farmers who 
could supply them food directly. He created 
market coupon programs for seniors and low- 
income families with children. He chastised 
breakfast diners for serving English jellies 
instead of American ones. 

‘‘Gus was instrumental in bringing two 
seemingly obvious groups together who 
never talked to each other—chefs and farm-
ers,’’ Hamersley told the Globe. ‘‘He’s basi-
cally the architect of chefs featuring locally 
grown produce. As always, there was a team 
of people with him, but he was sitting in the 
chair.’’ 

The Washington Post reported on Mr. 
Schumacher’s work with refugee and immi-
grant farmers all over the United States. He 
encouraged them to grow and market their 
native vegetables, such as amaranth. From 
New England, the New York Times reported, 
Mr. Schumacher made personal deliveries of 
Asian greens that included pea tendrils, Chi-
nese chive blossoms and Cambodian spear-
mint to the Washington restaurant TenPenh. 

August Schumacher Jr. was born in Lin-
coln, Mass., on Dec. 4, 1939. He grew up on a 
farm in Lexington, and his father was one of 
the largest parsnip growers in Massachu-
setts. His grandfather and great-grandfather 
were farmers in New York City. They grew 
winter vegetables in glass-enclosed hot-
houses. 

Mr. Schumacher graduated from Harvard 
University in 1961 and attended the London 
School of Economics. 

Over his career, he had a variety of 
consultancies, served as Massachusetts agri-
culture chief from 1984 to 1990 and was the 
USDA undersecretary of agriculture for farm 
and foreign agricultural services from 1997 to 
2001. 

Since 2008 he had served as founding board 
chairman of Wholesome Wave in Bridgeport, 
Conn., which seeks to increase access to af-
fordable, locally grown fruits and vegetables. 

His first marriage, to Barbara Kerstetter, 
ended in divorce. Survivors include his wife 
of 25 years, Susan Holaday Schumacher of 
Washington; a stepdaughter, Valarie Karasz 

of Brooklyn; and two grandchildren. A step-
son, Andrew Karasz, died earlier this month. 

f 

HONORING THA YING XIONG 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an incredible young man, Tha Ying 
Xiong of Weston, Wisconsin, and congratulate 
him on receiving this year’s Paul Bunyan’s 
‘‘larger than life’’ award. Paul Bunyan, with his 
trusty blue ox, Babe, was a larger-than-life fig-
ure in Wisconsin. And through his dedicated 
work in the Wausau region community, Tha 
Ying certainly exemplifies the term ‘‘larger 
than life.’’ Tha Ying serves his community as 
a member of the Help Making Our Next Gen-
eration (H.M.O.N.G.) Youth Program, a mem-
ber of the ReUnited Dance Group, coordinator 
for the first Mr. Hmong Royalty competition, 
and has spent countless hours on behalf of 
the Hmong American Center fundraising and 
helping to fulfill the day-to-day operations that 
every organization needs to thrive. He is de-
scribed as a leader among his peers, even by 
those who are much older than him. His self-
less acts to improve the community around 
him serve as a true inspiration to us all and as 
a credit to the legacy of Paul Bunyan. Con-
gratulations, Tha Ying. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JIM SACKET FOR 
HIS SERVICE 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect and admiration that I rise today to rec-
ognize the illustrious career of James ‘‘Jim’’ 
Sacket on the occasion of his retirement. Jim 
is retiring this December after twenty years of 
dedicated service to Schoharie County as Dis-
trict Attorney. 

Originally from Pennsylvania, Jim has re-
sided in Schoharie, New York for over sixty 
years. From a young age, he exhibited a rare 
diligence and a community-driven spirit. While 
attending Schoharie Central School, Jim was 
an Eagle Scout and an active participant in 
the National Honor Society as well as in many 
athletic programs. 

In 1984, he received his Bachelor of Arts 
Degree from Suffolk University. He then went 
on to obtain his Juris Doctor degree in 1987, 
and later clerked for Attorney Paul Callahan in 
Duanesburg, New York. In 1990, Jim was ad-
mitted to the New York State Bar, and estab-
lished his own practice shortly thereafter. Jim’s 
legacy of hard work is a source of inspiration, 
instilling the values of determination, con-
fidence, and civility in his community. 

In 1997, Jim was elected Schoharie County 
District Attorney and has proudly served as 
the county’s Chief Law Enforcement Officer 
since. In this capacity, through his effective 
prosecuting, Jim has demonstrated his unwav-
ering commitment to preserving the safety and 
security of Schoharie County. Jim is a man of 
uncommon judgement with a fierce loyalty to 
the integrity of our judicial system. 
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As District Attorney, Jim served as a re-

spected leader of the Schoharie community, 
and I thank him for his commitment to the 
State of New York. I wish him, his wife 
Rhonda, and their two children, James and 
Anne, every happiness as they embark on this 
new chapter. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN U.S. NAVY ENGINEMAN 
PETTY OFFICER FIRST CLASS 
(PO1) VINCENT E. PARKER, SR. 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen U.S. Navy 
Engineman Petty Officer First Class (PO1) 
Vincent E. Parker, Sr. who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice while defending our nation on No-
vember 18, 2001, during Operation Enduring 
Freedom. PO1 Parker drowned aboard 
Samra, an Iraqi freighter, which capsized in 
the Persian Gulf. Petty Officer Third Class 
(PO3) Benjamin Johnson also died. PO1 
Parker was part of a security team from the 
USS Peterson (DD969). He was based at Nor-
folk Naval Station, Virginia. 

United States Representative Charles W. 
‘‘Chip’’ Pickering, Jr. submitted details of PO1 
Parker’s service into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD on Thursday, December 13, 2001. 
PO1 Parker, a native of Preston, Mississippi, 
joined the U.S. Navy in 1982 after graduating 
from Nanih Waiya High School in Louisville, 
Mississippi. In the document, Rep. Pickering 
described PO1 Parker as a devout member of 
the Assembly of God Church in Columbus, 
Mississippi, and he grew up in a loving, well- 
respected family with five siblings. PO1 Park-
er’s mission on the day he died was to en-
force the United Nations sanctions imposed 
upon Iraq following the Gulf War. He boarded 
Samra, a ship believed to be smuggling oil for 
Saddam Hussein. Rep. Pickering commended 
PO1 Parker for his lifelong devotion as a son, 
husband, brother, father, and citizen. Rep. 
Pickering also said that while serving on board 
the USS Peterson, PO1 Parker was known 
not only for his naval leadership, but also for 
the example he set as a citizen and a man of 
God. 

Stephenie Parker Ybarra, PO1 Parker’s 
niece from Columbus, Mississippi, paid tribute 
to her uncle in a post on a memorial website. 
‘‘Uncle Butch, you were loved by the whole 
family,’’ Stephenie wrote. ‘‘You were one of 
our family’s role models. All the nieces and 
nephews adored you. I can’t tell you how 
much you are missed, but I can tell you I am 
extremely proud to have been your niece. 
Your ultimate sacrifice is only a small reflec-
tion of the type of person you were. I can’t 
wait to one day see you and grandpa again 
and recap on all the stories you have missed. 
I love you and miss you!’’ Another niece of 
PO1 Parker, Jessica Owen of Amory, posted 
a tribute on the same memorial website. ‘‘I am 
so proud of you,’’ Jessica wrote. ‘‘You are the 
bravest man I have ever known, and your 
courage has reflected upon your family. We 
are better people because we have loved, and 
have been loved by you. The sacrifice you 
made for the family and country you loved will 

never be forgotten. I carry your memory in my 
heart every day. Like Steph, I look forward to 
the day when I can talk to you again and to 
the day when we can look back at all you 
have missed and smile together.’’ 

PO1 Parker is survived by his wife, Char-
lotte Parker; their two children, Vincent Parker 
and Rachel Parker; his sister Ruth Marie 
Parker; and his four brothers, Glenn Parker, 
Andy Parker, Steven Parker, and John Parker. 

PO1 Parker proudly served in the U.S. Navy 
for 19 years. His commitment to protect Amer-
ica will always be remembered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL ANNIVERSARY OF UPLAND, 
INDIANA 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the 150th anniver-
sary of the incorporation of the town of Up-
land, Indiana. Upland has played an integral 
role in the industrial and educational develop-
ment of Indiana and Hoosiers from every part 
of the state are thankful for the contributions 
of the men and women of Upland. 

The town of Upland is celebrating 150 
years, but the history of Upland dates back 
further. Settlers came to the area in 1828, 
clearing the land and trapping wild game for 
food and furs. In 1867, settler Jacob Bugher 
gave a right of way to the Central Railroad of 
Indiana in exchange for a promise that all pas-
senger rail would stop in the soon-to-be- 
formed town. Central Railroad of Indiana 
agreed, the railroad was built, and Upland was 
officially incorporated. 

In the years since it gained its name as the 
highest point on the Central Railroad of Indi-
ana rail line, Upland has developed into a live-
ly and thriving community, serving as a home 
for generations to families, businesses, profes-
sionals, churches, schools, and other organi-
zations. 

In 1887, the town saw a great influx in busi-
ness due to the discovery of natural gas. Just 
a few years later, in 1893, Taylor University 
moved to Upland. The University was founded 
on the belief that education should be avail-
able to women as well as men, and Taylor 
University is now regularly ranked in the top 
three colleges in the Midwest by U.S. News & 
World Report. The arrival of Taylor University 
gave students across the country the oppor-
tunity to receive a first-class liberal arts edu-
cation in a special town. 

In recent years there has been an influx of 
business developments in Upland, which has 
been great for the economic growth of the 
town. The town of Upland has a unique bal-
ance between established favorites like 
Ivanhoe’s Drive-In, a drive-in restaurant estab-
lished in 1965 famous for its ice cream and 
burgers, and attracting new businesses, like 
coffee shops and clothing stores. 

Upland, Indiana exemplifies the best of 
small-town America. The citizens have a clear 
passion and love for their town, but are also 
quick to welcome visitors from around the 
world. I am proud to represent such an amaz-
ing town, one with a history of growth and 
success as well as the promise of a pros-

perous future. Please join me in celebrating 
the sesquicentennial anniversary of the incor-
poration of the great town of Upland, Indiana. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KEVIN STRICKLER 
FOR THE MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Kevin Strickler from Belgrade for 
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and 
leadership in his community. 

Mr. Strickler joined the United States Marine 
Corps in 1983 and served until 1986 when he 
was honorably discharged as a corporal. 
Those closest to Mr. Strickler describe him as 
‘‘always a Marine,’’ professional in action, ap-
pearance, and bearing. 

Mr. Strickler’s service extends beyond his 
military career. He is involved with several vet-
eran, civic, and youth organizations. He is the 
Commander of the local Honor Guard and a 
member of the Gallatin Valley Memorial Day 
Parade Committee, where he instituted a pro-
gram to honor Gold Star family members in 
the annual parade. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Kevin Strickler for his dedication 
and service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SABARISH 
MOGALLAPALLI 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Sabarish 
Mogallapalli. Sabarish and his fellow team-
mates created the winning app, City Recycle 
Day, as part of the 2017 Congressional App 
Challenge. Their team is combined of students 
who attend Waukee High School and 
PrairieView Middle School in Waukee, Iowa. 

The Congressional App Challenge encour-
ages students to learn how to code through 
annual district-wide competitions hosted by 
Members of Congress from their home district. 
The team’s app is entitled ‘‘City Recycle Day’’. 
It is designed to alert members of a commu-
nity as to the date of their next trash/recycle 
pickup day. It also alerts users of special 
pickups and delays. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Sabarish and his teammates for creating the 
winning app, and I am proud to represent 
them in the United States Congress. I ask that 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives join me in congratulating 
Sabarish and his teammates on this out-
standing accomplishment and in wishing them 
all nothing but continued success. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-

EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
SERGEANT (SGT) GREGORY 
LEROY TULL 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Sergeant 
(SGT) Gregory Leroy Tull who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our nation on 
November 25, 2005, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. SGT Tull was killed when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated near the ar-
mored Humvee he was riding in during com-
bat operations in Anbar Province, Iraq. SGT 
Tull was the gunner on the Humvee. SGT Tull 
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 194th Field 
Artillery, Iowa Army National Guard, Storm 
Lake, Iowa. At the time of his death, SGT Tull 
was temporarily assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 
114th Field Artillery, Mississippi Army National 
Guard. 

According to the Associated Press, SGT 
Tull enlisted in the Iowa Army National Guard 
in 2002 and graduated from Pocahontas Area 
High School the following year. He then at-
tended South Dakota State University before 
volunteering for Operation Iraqi Freedom in 
November 2004. 

Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Gregory O. 
Hapgood, a National Guard spokesman, said 
SGT Tull was proud of his service. ‘‘He was 
a very bright young man and he really was a 
go-to guy in his unit,’’ LTC Hapgood said. ‘‘He 
was a guy who didn’t shirk his duty. He want-
ed to be where it was happening.’’ 

Jeff Tuttle, a high school friend of SGT Tull, 
paid tribute to him in a post on a memorial 
website. ‘‘I have been a personal witness to 
his good deeds for many years,’’ Jeff said. 
‘‘He had tremendous character and strength 
and I don’t ever remember him getting into 
any sort of trouble whatsoever. I carry a pic-
ture of him in my wallet and will do so for the 
rest of my life, to be reminded of his bravery 
for inspiration. He is greatly missed, especially 
by his parents and brother who handled this 
hardship with tremendous dignity and class.’’ 

Greg Tull, SGT Tull’s father, thanked more 
than 100 people who posted tributes to his 
son on a memorial website. ‘‘I want to thank 
everybody for their support and for having 
Greg as a friend,’’ Mr. Tull said. ‘‘! never knew 
how many lives Greg touched. He is a very 
special person and his mom and I miss him 
every day and every minute of every day. God 
bless you and pray for the rest of the soldiers 
killed in action or wounded or still over there 
fighting to keep us safe. God bless America.’’ 

SGT Tull’s funeral was held at Faith Lu-
theran Church in Pocahontas, Iowa. It was at-
tended by hundreds of people including family, 
friends, and fellow soldiers. Law enforcement 
officers from each of the Pocahontas County 
law enforcement agencies stood watch outside 
of the church. A sign in front of the church 
read, ‘‘SGT Greg Tull, The Go-To Guy.’’ SGT 
Tull was buried at the Indian Mound Ceme-
tery, south of Humboldt 

SGT Tull is survived by his parents, Gary 
and Eileen Tull; his brother, Bryan Tull; his 
grandparents, Bill and Janet Velau and Erland 
and Phyllis Nelson. 

SGT Tull was awarded the Bronze Star, the 
Purple Heart, the Army Good Conduct Medal, 

the Combat Action Badge, and the Mississippi 
Medal of Valor. 

SGT Tull demonstrated courage and brav-
ery while proudly serving our nation. His sac-
rifice will always be remembered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KYLE SUKHBIR FOR 
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. GIANF0RTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Kyle Sukhbir of Livingston for the 
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community. 

Mr. Sukhbir joined the United States Army 
in 2008 and served during Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan. He was injured dur-
ing combat in June 2009 and was later award-
ed the Army Commendation Medal with Valor. 
After his retirement in 2012, Mr. Sukhbir’s con-
tinued to serve veterans and others in his 
community. 

Mr. Sukhbir owns a gunsmith business in 
Livingston. He donates customized firearms to 
the Montana Wounded Warriors program and 
to other service organizations. Mr. Sukhbir 
also volunteers to take veterans on hunting 
trips to enjoy Montana’s great outdoors. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Kyle Sukhbir for his dedication 
and service. 

f 

GOP TAX SCAM 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is not 
enough to subject the GOP tax plan to the test 
of fiscal responsibility. 

To keep faith with the nation’s past, to be 
fair to the nation’s present, and to safeguard 
the nation’s future, the plan must also pass a 
‘‘moral test.’’ 

This tax plan fails both the fiscal responsi-
bility test and the moral responsibility test. 

This tax cut package is a return to trickle- 
down economics. 

This tax bill is a thoughtless and immoral 
GOP tax scam that will explode our nation’s 
deficit and hurt poor, working, and middle 
class families. 

It will explode the deficit by $2.2 trillion over 
10 years. 

The non-partisan Congressional Budget Of-
fice has concluded that the Senate bill would, 
on average, raise taxes or reduce federal ex-
penditures for households with incomes below 
$75,000 by about $60 billion 

This tax cut bill is a repudiation of the social 
contract that F.D.R. announced in the New 
Deal. 

The overwhelming portion of the bill is a 
lowering of the corporate tax rate, from the 
current 35 percent down to 20 percent. 

In my home state of Texas, more than 1.7 
million households earning less than $127,000 
would see a tax hike. 

The proposed elimination of the personal 
exemption will harm millions of Texans by tak-
ing away the $4,050 deduction for each tax-
payer and claimed dependent; in 2015, rough-
ly 9.3 million dependent exemptions were 
claimed in the Lone Star State. 

In this tax bill, by taking away the student 
loan interest and educator expense deduc-
tions, more than 876,000 Texas students will 
lose an average credit of $1,063, while nearly 
354,000 Texas teachers who buy notebooks 
and erasers for their classrooms will lose an 
average credit of $261. 

The Republicans in Congress ASSUME that 
corporations will pass down savings to con-
sumers. 

But this never works. Corporations simply 
stash their money in tax havens. 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
the last time the GOP cut taxes for corpora-
tions, they spent as much as 90 percent of 
their windfall buying back shares, giving divi-
dends to shareholders, stock options and ex-
ecutives. 

This ‘‘tax bill’’ would lift a 1954 ban on polit-
ical activism by churches, further blurring the 
line between church and state. 

The House and Senate bills would cir-
cumscribe the ability of states and local gov-
ernments to levy own taxes, which would force 
states to cut spending on health, care edu-
cation, public transportation and social serv-
ices. 

The full 10-year plan for the bill reveals how 
bad it is: by 2027, individuals making between 
$40,000 and $50,000 would pay a combined 
$5.3 Billion more in taxes, while those earning 
more than $1 billion or more would get a $5.8 
billion cut. 

To quote the former Chief of Staff of the 
congressional Joint Committee on Taxation: 
‘‘[This tax bill] is not aimed at growth. It is not 
aimed at the middle class. 

It is at every turn carefully engineered to de-
liver a kiss to the donor class.’’ 

According to the New York Times, in a re-
cent survey of from the University of Chicago, 
only one of 38 prominent economists said the 
proposed tax cuts would yield substantial 
growth. 

The proposed tax cuts would add to the 
long term federal debt burden. 

This health bill would also alter healthcare in 
America. 

Health Coverage would shrink in the United 
States, while wealthy estates would not pay at 
all. 

The Senate version of the tax bill would 
cause 13 million people to lose health care 
and insurance premiums overall could rise by 
up to 10 percent. 

This would result in savings of about $53 
billion, which the GOP will use to fund cor-
porate tax cuts. 

America will not be made great by financing 
a $1.7 trillion tax cut for the rich by stealing 
$1.8 trillion from Medicare and Medicaid, 
abandoning seniors and families in need, de-
priving students of realizing a dream to attend 
college without drowning in debt, or 
disinvesting in the working families. 

This bill is opposed by colleges and univer-
sities, too. 

The tax cut proposal would end the deduct-
ibility of tuition waivers for graduate students, 
repealing the deduction for interest paid on 
student loans and taxing university endow-
ments. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:18 Dec 02, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A01DE8.021 E01DEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1638 December 1, 2017 
According to the Brookings Institution, the 

endowment tax in particular, threatens the 
ability of low-income students to pursue col-
lege and graduate studies. 

This is because endowments subsidize stu-
dents from lower-income families, while allow-
ing students across the board to graduate with 
less debt. 

This bill is beyond sinister: the GOP tax bill 
is written so that in just 10 years, certain tax 
cuts (benefitting the wealthy) would remain 
permanent and paid for with other permanent 
measures that raise revenues or reduce pro-
gram spending, while letting lower priority tax 
cuts (typically benefitting lower-income folks) 
expire. 

That is why Americans reject this Repub-
lican tax giveaway by an overwhelming 2:1 
margin according to a poll released yesterday 
by Quinnipiac. 

Specifically, 61 percent think the Republican 
tax scam will benefit the wealthy the most; 
only 16 percent say the plan will reduce their 
taxes. 

59 percent think it a very bad idea to elimi-
nate the deduction for state and local income 
taxes. 

Nearly half of respondents (49 percent) 
think it a bad idea to lower the corporate tax 
rate from 35 percent to 20 percent. 

In fact, the average annual tax cut for the 
top one-tenth of one percent is $320,000; for 
the top one percent it is $62,000, and for 
those earning $1 million a year it is $68,000. 

Nearly 25 percent of the tax cut goes to 
households in just the top one-tenth of one 
percent, who make at least $5 million a year 
(2027). 

While super-wealthy corporations and indi-
viduals are reaping windfalls, millions of mid-
dle-class and working families will see their 
taxes go up: 

13 million households face a tax increase 
next year. 

45 million households face a tax increase in 
2027. 

29 million households (21 percent) earning 
less than $100,000 a year see a tax increase. 

On average, families earning up to $86,000 
annually would see a $794 increase in their 
tax liability, a significant burden on families 
struggling to afford child care and balance 
their checkbook. 

It is shocking, but not surprising, that under 
this Republican tax scam, the total value of 
tax cuts for just the top one percent is more 
than the entire tax cut for the lower 95 percent 
of earners. 

Put another way, those earning more than 
$912,000 a year will get more in tax cuts than 
180 million households combined. 

Mr. Speaker, an estimated 2.8 million Texas 
households deduct state and local taxes with 
an average deduction of $7,823 in 2015. 

But this is not the end of the bad news that 
will be delivered were this tax scam to be-
come law, not by a long shot. 

Equally terrible is that this Republican tax 
scam drastically reduces the Earned Income 
Tax Credit, which encourages work for 2.7 mil-
lion low-income individuals in Texas, helping 
them make ends meet with an average credit 
of $2,689. 

The EITC and the Child Tax Credit lift about 
1.2 million Texans, including 663,000 children, 
out of poverty each year. 

So to achieve their goal of giving more and 
more to the haves and the ‘‘have mores,’’ our 

Republican friends are willing to betray sen-
iors, children, the most vulnerable and needy, 
and working and middle-class families. 

The $5.4 trillion cuts in program investments 
that will be required to pay for this tax give-
away to wealthy corporations and individuals 
will fall most heavily on low-income families, 
students struggling to afford college, seniors, 
and persons with disabilities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LOICE TROTTER 
FOR THE MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Loice ‘‘LA’’ Trotter of Libby for 
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and 
leadership in his community. 

Mr. Trotter joined the United States Army 
Air Corps at the outbreak of World War II. He 
was captured by the Japanese during their in-
vasion of the Philippine Islands. During his 40- 
month captivity, Mr. Trotter endured extreme 
malnutrition and abuse and witnessed many 
atrocities. He was repatriated in 1945, shortly 
before the Japanese formally surrendered. 

Stateside, Mr. Trotter continued his service 
as a member of the VFW, a volunteer for the 
Meals on Wheels program, and a builder help-
ing to construct a church. At 99 years old, he 
remains extremely proud of his country. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending LA Trotter for his dedication and 
service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SANKALP YAMSANI 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Sankalp 
Yamsani. Sankalp and his fellow teammates 
created the winning app, City Recycle Day, as 
part of the 2017 Congressional App Chal-
lenge. Their team is combined of students 
who attend Waukee High School and 
PrairieView Middle School in Waukee, Iowa. 

The Congressional App Challenge encour-
ages students to learn how to code through 
annual district-wide competitions hosted by 
Members of Congress from their home district. 
The team’s app is entitled ‘‘City Recycle Day’’. 
It is designed to alert members of a commu-
nity as to the date of their next trash/recycle 
pickup day. It also alerts users of special 
pickups and delays. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Sankalp and his teammates for creating the 
winning app, and I am proud to represent 
them in the United States Congress. I ask that 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives join me in congratulating 
Sankalp and his teammates on this out-
standing accomplishment and in wishing them 
all nothing but continued success. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
missed Thursday’s votes to be back in Florida 
with my wife while she had surgery. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
Nay on Roll Call No. 642; Yea on Roll Call 
No. 643; Yea on Roll Call No. 644; Yea on 
Roll Call No. 645; Nay on Roll Call No. 646; 
Nay on Roll Call No. 647; Yea on Roll Call 
No. 648; and Yea on Roll Call No. 649. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PAUL 
PFITZENMEYER OF WEST CALN 
TOWNSHIP, PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize Paul Pfitzenmeyer of West Caln Town-
ship, Pennsylvania. Mr. Pfitzenmeyer served 
honorably in the U.S. Army, was a dedicated 
employee of Acme Markets, and has com-
mitted himself to his community by serving his 
township’s police office, as a volunteer fire-
fighter, EMT, and as Chairman of West Caln 
Township’s Board of Supervisors. 

While in the military Mr. Pfitzenmeyer re-
ceived the Good Conduct and Marksman 
medals. After finishing his military service in 
1964, he returned home to continue serving 
the public. 

Paul began a career with Acme Markets 
where he remained for 38 years. While work-
ing full-time he also spent 25 of those years 
working at the West Caln Township Police Of-
fice. Paul didn’t stop there. He also became a 
volunteer firefighter and EMT then was elected 
to the Township’s Board of Supervisors in 
1991. Quickly thereafter he was elected Chair-
man of the Board of Supervisors and con-
tinues to hold the position today. But after 
serving with distinction for over a quarter cen-
tury, Paul is stepping down. 

I commend Mr. Paul E. Pfitzenmeyer for his 
tireless dedication to our country and his local 
community. His work has made him a pillar for 
the public to depend on. I know West Caln 
Township will be forever grateful for Paul’s 
steadfast and loyal service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RICHARD GALE FOR 
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Richard Gale of Bozeman for the 
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community. 

Mr. Gale served with honor during the Viet-
nam War as a United States Marine. His serv-
ice to the nation continued following his mili-
tary career. 
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Richard Gale is a pillar of the Bozeman 

community. He was awarded the President’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2015 for his 
strong commitment to volunteerism. 

Mr. Gale is an active member of the Boze-
man American Legion, Vietnam Veterans of 
America, and eight other organizations. His 
civic service includes positions on the Boze-
man Police Commission and the Gallatin 
County 9–1–1 Advisory Committee. The Boze-
man Elks honored him as the 2017 Veteran of 
the Year. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Richard Gale for his dedication and 
service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on 
November 30, 2017, I was not present for 
votes because I was unavoidably detained 
due to a death in the family. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: Nay on Roll Call 
No. 642; Yea on Roll Call No. 643, passage 
of H.R. 3905, Minnesota’s Economic Rights in 
Superior National Forest Act; Yea on Roll Call 
No. 644; Yea on Roll Call No. 645; Nay on 
Roll Call No. 646; Nay on Roll Call No. 647; 
Yea on Roll Call No. 648; and Yea on Roll 
Call No. 649. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHRIYA 
MAGATAPALLI 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Shriya 
Magatapalli. Shriya and her fellow teammates 
created the winning app, City Recycle Day, as 
part of the 2017 Congressional App Chal-
lenge. Their team is combined of students 
who attend Waukee High School and Prairie 
View Middle School in Waukee, Iowa. 

The Congressional App Challenge encour-
ages students to learn how to code through 
annual district-wide competitions hosted by 
Members of Congress from their home district. 
The team’s app is entitled ‘‘City Recycle Day’’. 
It is designed to alert members of a commu-
nity as to the date of their next trash/recycle 
pickup day. It also alerts users of special 
pickups and delays. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Shriya and her teammates for creating the 
winning app, and I am proud to represent 
them in the United States Congress. I ask that 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives join me in congratulating 
Shriya and her teammates on this outstanding 
accomplishment and in wishing them all noth-
ing but continued success. 

RECOGNIZING FRANK STOLTZ FOR 
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Frank Stoltz of Miles City for the 
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community. 

Mr. Stoltz joined the United States Army Air 
Corps in 1943 and fought overseas during 
World War II. He was awarded numerous 
medals including the Purple Heart and the 
Prisoner of War Medal. His service to his com-
munity, however, did not stop after his dis-
charge in 1945. 

Upon his return to Miles City, Mr. Stoltz 
started his own auto body repair shop and be-
came active in supporting Montana commu-
nities through local and statewide business or-
ganizations. He also participated in the VFW 
and ExPOW organizations. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Frank Stoltz for his dedication 
and service. 

f 

BROWNFIELDS ENHANCEMENT, 
ECONOMIC REDEVELOPMENT, 
AND REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 
2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following letter: 

THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF 
MAYORS, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF COUNTIES, NATIONAL LEAGUE 
OF CITIES, AND NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION OF REGIONAL COUNCILS, 

March 28, 2017. 
Hon. GREG WALDEN, 
Chairman, Energy and Commerce Committee, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
Hon. FRANK J, PALLONE, JR., 
Ranking Member, Energy and Commerce Com-

mittee, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

Hon. BILL SHUSTER, 
Chairman, Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

Hon. PETER DEFAZIO, 
Ranking Member, Transportation and Infra-

structure Committee, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN WALDEN, RANKING MEMBER 
PALLONE, CHAIRMAN SHUSTER AND RANKING 
MEMBER DEFAZIO: On behalf of the nation’s 
mayors, cities, counties and regions, we 
strongly encourage you to reauthorize and 
improve the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Brownfields program, which is 
key for both economic development and job 
creation In local communities across the 
county. 

Since its creation, the EPA Brownfields 
program has provided crucial assistance to 
local governments for reclaiming hazardous, 
polluted and underutilized properties. To 
date, there have been over 26,000 brownfields 
assessments and 1,200 brownfields cleanups 

nationally, which has led to over 123,000 jobs. 
Each of the $22 billion federal dollars that 
has been invested since the program was es-
tablished in 2002 has leveraged approxi-
mately $16 in other investments, close to 
$400 billion in total. 

While many communities have benefited 
from brownfields redevelopment efforts 
under this program, the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office estimates there are be-
tween 400,000 and 600,000 remaining 
brownfields sites throughout the United 
States. To build upon these past successes 
and assist in the cleanup, reuse and redevel-
opment of remaining sites, some key Im-
provements to the program are needed. 

INCREASE OR MAINTAIN AUTHORIZATION 
AMOUNTS 

While we understand the fiscal challenges 
and constraints faced by the U.S. Congress, 
we strongly encourage you to authorize and 
fully fund the Brownfields program to at 
least previously authorized levels. The 
Brownfields program has a proven track 
record of leveraging additional investments, 
creating new jobs, and redeveloping new 
properties, while creating additional tax rev-
enues. 

At current appropriation levels, EPA has 
had to turn away many highly qualified ap-
plicants due to a lack of funding. EPA esti-
mates that for the past 5 years, over 1,700 re-
quests for viable projects were not awarded 
money because of limited funding. EPA esti-
mates that if they were able to provide fund-
ing to those turned away applicants, an addi-
tional 50,000 jobs would have been created 
along with $12 billion of leveraged funding. 

Additionally, President Trump has made 
reinvesting in America and putting people 
back to work as key priorities for his admin-
istration. In order to make this happen and 
to do so quickly, Congress should utilize ex-
isting programs, and we believe that the 
Brownfields program would be a strong can-
didate for any type of reinvestment initia-
tive. That is why we urge Congress to in-
crease or at least maintain the current au-
thorization levels for EPA’s brownfields pro-
gram. 
INCREASE OVERALL GRANT FUNDING TO ALLOW 

COMMUNITIES TO CLEANUP MORE DIFFICULT 
SITES 
Although many brownfield sites have been 

redeveloped, what remains are brownfield 
sites that are more difficult to redevelop due 
to their level of contamination or market-
place conditions. Communities would like 
the EPA program to be expanded to address 
the clean up challenges at these more com-
plex sites. 

We suggest the following: 
Increase Cleanup Grant Amounts—Con-

gress should recognize the complexity of the 
cleanup process for larger or more com-
plicated sites by increasing the funding limit 
for cleanup of a single site to $1 million. 
Under special circumstances, EPA could 
waive the limit, up to $2 million per site. 

Establish Multi-Purpose Brownfields 
Grants—Congress should allow local govern-
ments to have the option to apply for multi- 
purpose grants that can be used for the full 
range of brownfields-funded activities (as-
sessment, cleanup, reuse planning, etc.) on a 
community-wide basis. Applicants should be 
required to demonstrate a plan and the ca-
pacity for using this multi-purpose funding 
within a set timeline in order to qualify for 
such funding. 

Allow Funding for Reasonable Administra-
tive Costs for Local Brownfields Programs— 
Congress should allow brownfields grant re-
cipients to use a small portion (10 percent) of 
their grant to cover reasonable administra-
tive costs such as rent, utilities and other 
costs necessary to carry out a brownfields 
project. 
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BROWNFLELDS LIABILITY CONCERNS ARE A 
DISINCENTIVE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

Local governments face enormous chal-
lenges in brownfields redevelopment. One of 
the most significant challenges is the poten-
tial liability for local governments, which 
creates a disincentive to acquire contami-
nated property. We encourage Congress to 
revise the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (CERLA) to encourage and protect local 
communities who choose to take ownership 
of blighted properties for the purpose of 
brownfields redevelopment where the local 
government had no role in creating the con-
tamination. These changes should include: 

Clarify Eligibility of Publicly-Owned Sites 
Acquired Before 2002—Congress should allow 
local governments to be eligible for grant 
funding for properties that were acquired 
prior to the January 11, 2002 enactment of 
the Brownfields Revitalization Act—when 
there was no required standard for ‘‘all ap-
propriate inquiries’’—provided that the ap-
plicant did not cause or contribute to the 
contamination and performed ‘‘appropriate 
care.’’ For these sites, applicants would not 
have to demonstrate that they performed all 
appropriate inquiry. 

Remove Barriers to Local and State Gov-
ernments in Addressing Mothballed Sites— 
Congress should exempt local and state gov-
ernments from CERCLA liability if the gov-
ernment unit (a) owns a brownfields property 
as defined by section 101(39); (b) did not cause 
or contribute to contamination on the prop-
erty; and (c) exercises due care with regard 
to any known contamination at the site. We 
suggest language to amend section 101(20)(D) 
that clarifies that properties acquired 
through eminent domain qualify for the 
CERCLA exemption for local governments 
involved in ‘‘Involuntary Acquisitions.’’ Al-
ternatively, we would suggest language that 
establishes a simplified and clear exemption 
from CERCLA liability for local govern-
ments that acquire brownfields sites. 

Eliminate Eligibility Barriers for Petro-
leum Brownfields Sites—Grantees that seek 
to use assessment, cleanup or multi-purpose 
grants on sites with petroleum contamina-
tion should not be required to make the dif-
ficult demonstrations that the site is ‘‘low 
risk’’ and that there is ‘‘no viable respon-
sible party’’ connected with the site. We rec-
ommend replacing the ‘‘No Viable Respon-
sible Party’’ language in section 101(39)(D) 
with a prohibition on using funds to pay for 
cleanup costs at a brownfields site for which 
the recipient of the grant is potentially lia-
ble under the petroleum statutes. This would 
parallel the language for non-petroleum 
brownfields sites. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Judy Sheahan at USCM, Carolyn Berndt at 
NLC, Julie Ufner at NACo, or Leslie Wollack 
at NARC. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
TOM COCHRAN, 

CEO and Executive 
Director, The U.S. 
Conference of May-
ors. 

MATTHEW D. CHASE, 
Executive Director, 

National Association 
of Counties. 

CLARENCE E. ANTHONY, 
CEO and Executive 

Director, National 
League of Cities. 

LESLIE WOLLACK, 
Executive Director, 

National Association 
of Regional Coun-
cils. 

RECOGNIZING COMMANDER BRIAN 
‘‘BEEF’’ DRECHSLER 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise, along 
with my colleague Representative SCOTT 
PETERS, to recognize Commander Brian 
‘‘Beef’’ M. Drechsler as a recipient of the 2017 
Vice Admiral James Bond Stockdale Leader-
ship Award. 

Established in honor of Vice Admiral 
Stockdale, this award symbolizes the highest 
standard of excellence in both personal con-
duct and leadership. According to VADM 
Stockdale, there are five roles of a leader— 
moralist, jurist, teacher, steward, and philoso-
pher. CMDR Drechsler embodies these stand-
ards. 

Hailing from Pittsburgh, PA, CMDR 
Drechsler is a 1998 United States Naval Acad-
emy graduate and was selected to become a 
SEAL. At the Academy, he played football and 
was eventually elected to both the Naval 
Academy Hall of Fame and the Navy Marine 
Corps Stadium 50th Anniversary team. He 
went on to further his education and earned a 
Master’s degree in Organizational Manage-
ment from The George Washington University. 

After graduation from Basic Underwater 
Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S) training, and an as-
signment to SEAL Team FIVE, Beef com-
pleted three tours of duty—combat tours in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, deployments to 
PACOM, and was an integral member in the 
creation of the U.S. Central Command Crisis 
Response Element. He went on to serve as 
the Aide to the Commander, Naval Special 
Warfare Command, and as Troop Commander 
and Squadron Operations Officer at Naval 
Special Warfare Development Group. 

Subsequently, he served in the U.S. Special 
Operations Command Officer of Legislative Af-
fairs, then as Operations and Executive Officer 
of SEAL Team ONE. Next, he become the Di-
rector of Operations and Plans (N3/5) for 
Naval Special Warfare Group ONE and then 
took command of SEAL Team FIVE until 
2017. Currently, he serves as a special assist-
ant to the Commander, Naval Special Warfare 
Command. 

Nominated in recognition of ‘‘his high stand-
ards, strong example, selfless service and per-
sonal commitment to his command members 
and their families,’’ CMDR Drechsler truly ex-
emplifies all that is encompassed in a leader. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, we are proud to celebrate the ac-
complishments of CMDR Drechsler and wish 
him continued success in his future endeav-
ors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STANLEY WATSON 
FOR THE MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Stanley Watson of Forsyth for the 

Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community. 

Mr. Watson enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps following his high school grad-
uation in 1966. He became a sergeant and 
served on many important battlefronts during 
the Vietnam War. He was honorably dis-
charged in 1968. 

Following his military career, Mr. Watson 
joined Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1849, 
later serving other veterans as the post com-
mander. He is a member of the Honor Guard 
and is a strong advocate for the organization, 
encouraging other veterans to become in-
volved. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Stanley Watson for his dedica-
tion and service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OWEN SCOTT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Owen 
Scott. Owen and his fellow teammates created 
the winning app, City Recycle Day, as part of 
the 2017 Congressional App Challenge. Their 
team is combined of students who attend 
Waukee High School and Prairie View Middle 
School in Waukee, Iowa. 

The Congressional App Challenge encour-
ages students to learn how to code through 
annual district-wide competitions hosted by 
Members of Congress from their home district. 
The team’s app is entitled ‘‘City Recycle Day’’. 
It is designed to alert members of a commu-
nity as to the date of their next trash/recycle 
pickup day. It also alerts users of special 
pickups and delays. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Owen and his teammates for creating the win-
ning app, and I am proud to represent them in 
the United States Congress. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Owen 
and his teammates on this outstanding accom-
plishment and in wishing them all nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF MAJOR CAESAR 
CIVITELLA 

HON. CHARLIE CRIST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the life and service of Major Caesar 
Civitella of St. Petersburg, Florida. 

With his passing on October 25, 2017, 
America lost a man who was emblematic of 
what it means to be a true patriot. Both in de-
fense of his homeland, and when called to 
protect the homes of our allies, Major Civitella 
was always ready to answer the call to serv-
ice. His heroic combat achievements on bat-
tlefields across the globe, coupled with his 
many contributions to our intelligence services, 
leave a legacy that Florida’s 13th Congres-
sional District is proud to uphold. 
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After joining the United States Army in Feb-

ruary of 1943, Major Civitella was quickly se-
lected to serve the Office of Strategic Serv-
ices. He and his group members were then in-
serted into Northern Africa to support the Al-
lied invasion of France. After capturing nearly 
4,000 enemies in France, Major Civitella’s 
team was deployed to Italy and participated in 
21 air operations as ‘‘Bundle Kickers,’’ drop-
ping leaflets over civilian populations. By 
1945, the Army deployed Major Civitella to the 
Swiss Alps, and tasked him with reporting 
German activity, in an effort to capture Benito 
Mussolini. 

In 1946, Major Civitella was discharged from 
the Army, but quickly reenlisted as a Counter-
intelligence non-commissioned officer in 1947. 
By 1952, the Army recruited then 2nd Lieuten-
ant Caesar Civitella into the newly-created 
Special Forces division. There, he pioneered 
the creation of training aids, doctrine, and les-
son plans for the United States Army Psycho-
logical Warfare Center, and was one of the 
original instructors of air operations and gue-
rilla warfare. After assignments with both the 
77th Special Forces Group and the 10th Spe-
cial Forces Group, Major Civitella returned to 
the Special Warfare Center and was assigned 
to work in the Combat Development Office. 
Beginning in 1961, Major Civitella served three 
tours in Vietnam, working on enhanced inser-
tion and extraction systems like Scuba, Halo, 
and the Fulton ‘‘Skyhook.’’ 

A day after retiring from the Army on August 
31, 1964, Major Civitella joined the ranks of 
the Central Intelligence Agency. He worked 
there until August 31, 1983, fulfilling the roles 
of Senior Province Officer in Vietnam, Plan’s 
Branch liaison to the Pentagon, and the Inter-
agency Representative to the United States 
Readiness Command. In addition, Major 
Civitella coordinated intelligence, training, and 
interagency operations for the Rapid Deploy-
ment Joint Task Force at MacDill Airforce 
Base in Tampa. 

Because of his service and expertise in un-
conventional warfare, Major Civitella received 
numerous accolades throughout his life includ-
ing the United States Bronze Star Medal, the 
Intelligence Medal of Merit, the Bull Simmons 
Award for a lifetime of Special Operations 
Forces Achievements, and the prestigious 
French Legion of Honor, the highest decora-
tion offered by the French government, and an 
award typically reserved for French nationals. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me once again in 
commemorating Major Caesar Civitella’s life; 
thanking him for his many contributions to the 
Armed Forces and intelligence community. He 
leaves behind a bold legacy of true and self-
less patriotism that helped make our country a 
beacon of light in a dangerous world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI MARINE FIRST 
LIEUTENANT (1ST LT.) WILLIAM 
JAMES DONNELLY, IV 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Mississippi 
Marine First Lieutenant (1st Lt.) William James 
Donnelly, IV who gave his life while in service 

to our nation on November 25, 2010, during 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 1st Lt. Donnelly 
was killed while conducting combat operations 
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. This was 
1st Lt. Donnelly’s first combat deployment. 1st 
Lt. Donnelly was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 5th 
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, 
California. 

According to the Associated Press, 1st Lt. 
Donnelly, of Picayune, Mississippi, always 
wanted to join the U.S. Marine Corps. He en-
listed in the United States Marine Corps Re-
serve in June 2003 and served as an Assault 
Amphibious Vehicle (SSV) crewmember in the 
4th Assault Amphibian Battalion, 4th Marine 
Division, Gulfport, Mississippi. He transferred 
to the U.S. Navy Reserve as a Midshipman to 
attend the officer training program at the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy in 
King’s Point, New York where he served as a 
Midshipman Regimental Commander. 1st Lt. 
Donnelly was commissioned as a 2ndLt in the 
United States Marine Corps after graduating in 
June 2008 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Marine Engineering. After TBS, he was des-
ignated an infantry officer in October 2009 and 
served as a rifle platoon commander assigned 
to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine 
Division, 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, Kilo 
Company, 2nd Platoon, Camp Pendleton, 
California. 1st Lt. Donnelly married his wife, 
Linsey, on September 11, 2010. He deployed 
to Helmand Province, Afghanistan 15 days 
later. 

1st Lt. Donnelly’s family learned of his death 
on Thanksgiving Day 2010. Melissa Donnelly- 
Weed, 1st Lt. Donnelly’s sister, posted on her 
Facebook page that day. ‘‘Always be thankful 
for family,’’ Melissa said. ‘‘I will always be 
thankful and grateful I had a wonderful broth-
er. He gave his life today for his country doing 
what he loved—being a Marine. I will miss him 
forever. I love you, Will!’’ William J. Donnelly, 
III, 1st Lt. Donnelly’s father, said his son would 
not have any regrets even though the loss is 
extremely hard to bear. ‘‘Will was doing what 
he loved to do and what he always wanted to 
do,’’ Mr. Donnelly said. ‘‘I am sure if we could 
talk to him now, he would say he had no re-
grets.’’ 

In a release issued by Camp Pendleton, of-
ficials said that they had lost a member of 
their own family. ‘‘The Marines and sailors of 
the 1st Marine Division mourn the loss of 1st 
Lt. Donnelly,’’ the release read. ‘‘Our heartfelt 
condolences go out to his family.’’ 

After learning of 1st Lt. Donnelly’s death, 
Picayune Mayor Ed Pinero said it is always 
hard to lose a hero and on behalf of the city, 
they extended their heartfelt condolences to 
the family. ‘‘1st Lt. Donnelly’s sacrifice and 
that of all the men and women who fall in 
combat protecting our country’s freedom 
should never be forgotten,’’ Mayor Pinero said. 
Additionally, Mayor Pinero announced that 1st 
Lt. Donnelly’s name would be inscribed on a 
monument in front of the old city hall in Pica-
yune to ensure the town’s war heroes are 
never forgotten. 

A funeral service was held Tuesday, De-
cember 14 at the United States Naval Acad-
emy Chapel in Annapolis, Maryland. Intern-
ment was held at Arlington National Cemetery 
in Arlington, Virginia. Friends of 1st Lt. Don-
nelly held a memorial service in Picayune at 
the same hour of the service at Arlington. 

1st Lt. Donnelly is survived by his parents, 
William Donnelly, III and Vicki Donnelly; his 

two sisters, Lieutenant Junior Grade (LTJG) 
Melissa Donnelly-Weed and Rebecca Don-
nelly; his wife, Linsey Becker-Donnelly; and 
his nephew Christian Weed. 

1st Lt. Donnelly was awarded the Purple 
Heart, the National Defense Service Medal, 
the Korean Defense Service Medal, the Af-
ghanistan Campaign Medal, and the Combat 
Action Ribbon. 

1st Lt. Donnelly’s service and sacrifice to 
defend America will always be remembered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DANIEL RITTER FOR 
THE MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Daniel Ritter from Bozeman for 
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and 
leadership in his community. 

Mr. Ritter served for over 20 years as a 
United States Marine, performing as a Chief 
Warrant Officer during Operation Restore 
Hope in Somalia. 

Mr. Ritter continued his service to his com-
munity as a leader in the Marine Corps 
League in the Gallatin Valley. He is also a 1st 
Trustee for American Legion Post 14 and vol-
unteers as a member of the Honor Guard for 
veteran services. He is active in assisting 
Montana Gold Star families and helps ensure 
a Marine presence in the Veterans Day activi-
ties of local schools. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Daniel Ritter for his dedication 
and service. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF WORLD AIDS DAY 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, estab-
lished by the World Health Organization in 
1988, December 1st is universally known as 
World AIDS Day. 

World AIDS Day serves to focus global at-
tention on the devastating impact of the HIV/ 
AIDS epidemic. 

All governments, national AIDS programs, 
churches, community organizations and indi-
viduals are given the opportunity to display 
their commitment to fight this deadly disease. 

It has been more than 30 years since the 
first AIDS case was reported in the United 
States. 

It does not seem like it was too long ago, 
but HIV/AIDS had affected many around the 
world before the disease even made its way to 
America’s shores. 

Since then, countless researchers, 
healthcare providers, politicians, and edu-
cators have contributed to the global initiative 
to contain and eventually eliminate its pres-
ence in all corners of the world. 

Although HIV/AIDS is no longer a mys-
terious and mischaracterized entity, it is the 
most relentless and indiscriminate killer of our 
time. 
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And though a diagnosis is no longer the 

sealing of an immediate fate, it is the begin-
ning of an indefinite battle for life, adequate 
health care, and for social belonging. 

With an estimated 38.6 million people world-
wide living with HIV at the end of 2005, and 
more than 25 million people having died of 
AIDS since 1981, December 1st is a date 
which serves to remind everyone that action 
makes a difference in the fight against HIV/ 
AIDS. 

Let there be no mistake, we are here to ac-
knowledge that AIDS is a deadly enemy 
against which we must join all our forces to 
fight and eliminate. 

Americans should be reminded that HIV/ 
AIDS does not discriminate. 

With an estimated 1,039,000 to 1,185,000 
HIV-positive individuals living in the U.S., and 
approximately 56,000 new infections occurring 
every year, the U.S., like other nations around 
the world is deeply affected by HIV/AIDS. 

The detrimental effects of HIV/AIDS have 
also hit home. More than 65,000 people in 
Texas are living with HIV. 

Thirty-six percent more Texans are living 
with HIV today than just seven years ago. In 
2010, studies showed that 1 in every 3 diag-
nosed persons in Texas were not getting prop-
er medical treatment. 

We must make certain that every affected 
individual receives efficient medical treatment 
that will afford them long life. 

Not only is the state of Texas suffering from 
HIV and AIDS, but my district, the 18th Con-
gressional District of Texas, has seen an in-
creasing number of people living with the dis-
ease. 

In 2010, there were over 22,000 reported 
persons living with HIV (non-AIDS) in the 
greater Houston area, and more than 9,000 
reported persons living with AIDS. 

This problem continues to escalate as there 
have been 1,700 new infections each year 
among individuals in Harris County, particu-
larly among racial and ethnic minorities. 

We must continue to fight a tough fight to 
reverse all of these costly and tragic trends. 

I will continue to sponsor and co-sponsor 
legislation that addresses the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic. 

The fight is not over. 
We must continue to stand strong in our 

struggle to conquer some old and new chal-
lenges that we as Americans and members of 
the global community encounter. 

Today, Friday, December 1st is World AIDS 
Day. 

And, we will focus on HIV/AIDS, prevention 
and awareness, and continue to fight for life. 

Together, we will help all of our friends, rel-
atives, and children live healthy and full lives. 

f 

HONORING BISHOP S.F. MAKALANI- 
MAHEE (1972–2017) 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 1, 2017 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
today it is my privilege to honor the life of 
Bishop S.F. Makalani-MaHee, a minister and 
transgender activist from Oakland Park, Flor-
ida, who was the youngest pastor ever com-
missioned by the Unity Fellowship Church. 

S.F. was born on July 5, 1972 to Barbara 
MaHee and the late Adisa Makalani. The fam-
ily’s Sundays were spent in church, where 
S.F. enjoyed serenading the congregation with 
gospel renditions of ‘‘Jesus Can Work It Out.’’ 

S.F. found his love of Broadway at the Julia 
Richman High School in New York, where pro-
ducer Cheryl Weisenfeld cast him in a produc-
tion of Grease. 

After moving to Atlanta with family, S.F. 
began teaching theater courses, as well as 
lecturing for Georgia State University, Soap-
stone Center for the Performing Arts, and 
Spelman and Morehouse Colleges. He also 
founded the Heart Theater, a youth theater 
troupe, where he wrote and directed Journeys, 
an educational play focused on HIV/AIDS. 

Bishop S.F. Makalani-MaHee came to South 
Florida in 1997 where he found his commu-
nity, his congregation and his purpose. S.F. 
began working at the PRIDE Center in Wilton 
Manors, as well as many other non-profits. He 
founded Black Gay Pride South Florida and 
co-founded BLACKOUT, South Florida’s first 
African-American LGBTQ Film Festival. S.F. 
was the first transgender person to be ap-
pointed to the Broward County Human Rights 
Board. He was also an active member of the 
Dolphin Democrats, the longest continually-op-
erating LGBTQ advocacy group in the South. 

Bishop S.F. Makalani-MaHee spent his life 
loving others unconditionally. Before his un-
timely passing, S.F. served as the Coordinator 
of the Transgender Program at the Broward 
County Department of Health, where he advo-
cated for fellow members of South Florida’s 
transgender community. S.F. passed away on 
November 20, 2017, this year’s Transgender 
Day of Remembrance. He is survived by his 
mother Barbara; his siblings Darcy, Jeffrey, 
Justin, and Marsha; and several nephews. He 
is also survived by a community of friends 
across South Florida, Atlanta, and New York 
who he considered his family. 
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