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MICHEL DOHERTY 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Michel 
Doherty as she nears her 93rd Birthday. 

Michel has lived in Cape Coral for more 
than three decades and has been a role 
model for many. From her philanthropic en-
deavors to her volunteerism, she has influ-
enced the minds of those destined to make a 
difference, while making an everlasting impact 
on her own. 

Michel was previously named Lee County 
Citizen of the Year and received The News- 
Press 2014 People of the Year Luminary 
Award. Beyond her honors and achievements, 
Michel has a heart of gold. I thank Michel for 
her years of service. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 10TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF CAIR–MINNESOTA 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge a decade of groundbreaking 
work by the Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations—Minnesota Chapter (CAIR–MN). Ten 
years ago, CAIR–MN was founded to protect 
the civil liberties of all Americans, regardless 
of religious background. Their tireless work 
represents our core American values: free-
dom, justice, and equality for all. 

During this challenging year of record in-
creases in hate crimes and attacks against 
Muslims, CAIR–MN has led the fight to 
strengthen our community. CAIR–MN spear-
headed protests against the Muslim Ban and 
provided community information to those af-
fected by discriminatory policies. It has also 
successfully defended the rights of refugees 
and newcomers in the Twin Cities and be-
yond. CAIR–MN has educated more than 
100,000 Minnesotans and has been instru-
mental in engaging our community in dialogue. 
They’ve also worked tirelessly to legally rep-
resent over 2,500 Minnesotans facing discrimi-
nation. From working with local journalists to 
ensure accurate representation of Muslims, to 
supporting interfaith relationships in our com-
munity, CAIR–MN has been at the frontline of 
our fight to achieve our common goal of inclu-
sion. 

It is an honor to represent community mem-
bers like those who are a part of CAIR–MN 
and benefit from their advocacy. Please join 
me in recognizing a decade of their efforts to 
create a Minnesota where all are welcome 
and justice is upheld. 

CONGRATULATING THE MARIST 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
VOLLEYBALL TEAM ON THEIR 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Marist High School 
RedHawks girls volleyball team for winning the 
2017 Illinois girls high school volleyball cham-
pionship. Marist is an exceptional Catholic 
prep school on the South Side of Chicago. 

Marist’s state championship win at Redbird 
Arena in Normal, Illinois is the crowning 
achievement after an incredible 41–1 season. 
The Marist girls volleyball team proved their 
ability to perform at the highest level in the 
Class 4A division, beating out Minooka High 
School to win the state championship. This 
win marks the first time that Marist has won 
the girls state volleyball championship since 
the team was established in 2002. 

The championship match was a thriller. 
Marist was tied with Minooka at one set 
apiece going into the third and final set. Marist 
quickly went down 8–4 but mounted a strong 
comeback. An 18–4 rally gave Marist a 25–15 
victory in the final set to close out the match. 

I commend the work of head coach Jordan 
Vidovic who led his team on a long winning 
streak after their only loss in September. 
Since that loss the team members have 
worked hard to perform as a cohesive unit and 
push each other to greatness. The leadership 
of the team’s nine seniors played no small role 
in bringing the season to a fantastic end. The 
members of this team are well positioned for 
further success in their athletic careers and 
some will surely have outstanding playing ca-
reers in college. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the girls volleyball team at Marist High 
School and I extend my wishes for their con-
tinued success. 

f 

HONORING HAZIM HARDEMAN 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an inspirational man from North Phila-
delphia, Hazim Hardeman, a winner of the 
prestigious Rhodes scholarship. 

Hardeman, 23, was born in North Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania and grew up blocks away 
from Temple University. In 2015, Hardeman 
graduated with High Honors from the Commu-
nity College of Philadelphia with a degree in 
Communications. During his time at the Com-
munity College of Philadelphia, he served as 
a vice president of the Student Government 
Association. After his time at the Community 

College of Philadelphia, he transferred to 
Temple University, where he earned his bach-
elor’s degree in Strategic Communications and 
Public Advocacy and graduated magna cum 
laude in 2017. In addition to his many 
achievements he has written on the prison 
abolition movement, gun-violence, and hip-hop 
music and is a substitute teacher in the 
School District of Philadelphia. 

Prestigiously, Hardeman is the first Commu-
nity College of Philadelphia and Temple Uni-
versity graduate to become a Rhodes Scholar. 
The Rhodes scholarship is one of the oldest 
and most distinguished international scholar-
ships in the world. Hardeman was chosen not 
only for his outstanding scholarly achieve-
ments, but for his character, commitment to 
others and to the common good. Next fall, 
Hardeman will enroll at Oxford University in 
England. While there, he will pursue his mas-
ter’s degree in sociology or political theory. 

Hardeman has faithfully devoted his aca-
demic career and life toward advocating and 
supporting his community. The 2nd Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania is so proud of 
his wonderful accomplishments and extends 
gratitude to Hazim Hardeman for his dedicated 
support to the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania. 

f 

13TH ANNUAL NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA INNOVATION INDUCTION 
CEREMONY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I congratu-
late Ivy Tech Community College and its re-
gional partners who recently celebrated their 
13th Annual Northwest Indiana Innovation In-
duction Ceremony. At the ceremony, which re-
flects the ‘‘Spirit of Innovation’’ in Indiana, 
nineteen individuals and twenty-one teams 
were inducted as members of the 2017–2018 
Class of the Society of Innovators of North-
west Indiana. Of these individuals, several 
members were inducted as Society Fellows for 
their exceptional efforts in innovation. These 
individuals are Dr. Teresa A. Eineman, Nor-
man-David P. Fischer, Chris Mahlmann, and 
Michael E. Schrage. Also honored were the 
recipients of the Leonardo da Vinci Accel-
erating Greatness Award for Team Innovation, 
which include the Plate Accelerating Cooling 
Technology Team, a project of ArcelorMittal 
Global R&D, East Chicago, and its partners in 
France, along with Burns Harbor Plate, and 
the Arconic Power and Propulsion La Porte 
Engineering Team. The Hammond Group In-
corporated was honored with the Chanute 
Prize for Team Innovation. In addition, Chenn 
Q. Zhou, Ph.D. was named the 2017–2018 
Gerald I. Lamkin Fellow for Innovation and 
Service. For their truly remarkable contribu-
tions to the community of Northwest Indiana 
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and their unwavering commitment to cultivate 
a culture of innovation, these honorees were 
inducted at Horseshoe Casino, Hammond, on 
October 26, 2017. 

The Society of Innovators of Northwest Indi-
ana was created by Ivy Tech with the goal of 
highlighting and encouraging innovative indi-
viduals and groups within the not-for-profit, 
public, and private sectors, as well as building 
a culture of innovation in Northwest Indiana. 
The Lake County Campus is led by Chancellor 
R. Louie Gonzalez, Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege. The importance of innovation in North-
west Indiana, as well as globally, is crucial in 
today’s ever-changing economy. 

The fellows selected by the Society of 
Innovators were chosen for their innovative 
leadership throughout Northwest Indiana and 
beyond. Dr. Teresa A. Eineman, Super-
intendent, Crown Point Community School 
Corporation, implemented a continuous im-
provement model that applies proven business 
practices to education and has led to the over-
whelming success of the high performing 
school district. Norman-David P. Fischer, Chief 
Engineer, The Fischer Group, invented an en-
ergy efficient compressed air desiccant dryer, 
a unique design that creates energy savings 
without using plant air for the drying process. 
The invention has been used at ArcelorMittal, 
providing over seven million kilowatts of en-
ergy savings annually. Chris Mahlmann is the 
founder of Ideas in Motion Media, which is an 
on line ‘‘good news’’ company that covers 
Lake, Porter and LaPorte counties. Today, the 
company produces four editions and serves 
approximately 65,000 readers. Michael 
Schrage, Chairman, President, and CEO of 
Centier Bank in Merrillville, transformed a 
small family bank into the largest bank of de-
posit in Northwest Indiana; as well as Indi-
ana’s largest private bank. 

The Leonardo da Vinci Accelerating Great-
ness Award for Team Innovation was pre-
sented to the ArcelorMittal Global R&D Cen-
ter, East Chicago, and its partners in France, 
along with Burns Harbor Plate, for creating a 
unique accelerating cooling technology called 
ACCtec, which greatly improves steel plate 
production and will make ArcelorMittal more 
competitive globally. The award was also pre-
sented to the Arconic Power and Propulsion 
La Porte Engineering Team. This group pio-
neered the manufacturing process for a newly 
invented single-piece casting for Pratt & Whit-
ney’s next generation Pure Power® Geared 
TurbofanTM jet engine. The casting is nick-
named the ‘‘cornerstone’’ because its imple-
mentation laid the foundation for a $100 mil-
lion plant expansion. The expansion has cap-
tured growing demand for advanced jet engine 
components and created more than 300 ad-
vanced manufacturing jobs since 2015. 

The Chanute Prize for Team Innovation was 
presented to The Hammond Group, Incor-
porated (HGI). In 2015, HGI completed its cut-
ting-edge Lead Acid Battery Laboratory, which 
was created to improve battery performance in 
order to successfully meet the demands from 
automobile manufacturers and renewable en-
ergy markets. 

Chenn Q. Zhou, Ph.D. is the recipient of the 
2017 Gerald I. Lamkin Fellow for Innovation 
and Service Award. Dr. Zhou is the founding 
director of the Steel Manufacturing Simulation 
and Visualization Consortium established at 
Purdue University Northwest. She has helped 
to successfully advance the steel industry by 

focusing on new and innovative technologies, 
including simulation and visualization. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending 
these noteworthy, inspiring innovators. The 
contributions each has made to society here in 
Northwest Indiana and worldwide are immeas-
urable and lifelong. For their truly brilliant inno-
vative ideas, projects, and leadership, these 
recipients are worthy of the highest com-
mendation. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR THE LYNCH- 
GAITER FAMILY REUNION 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for the Lynch-Gaiter family reunion: 

Whereas, in the mid 1800’s in Sylacauga, 
Alabama, the legacy of the Lynch-Gaiter fami-
lies began with the story of a Cherokee Indian 
slave girl who began this family and today her 
descendants have blessed and shaped our 
nation; and 

Whereas, the Lynch-Gaiter families have 
produced many well respected citizens, patri-
archs and matriarchs who have made con-
tributions to our nation. Some of the noted 
members of the Lynch-Gaiter families are, 
Cleveland Gaiter (Tuskegee Airman/Decorated 
War Hero), Felix Gaiter, Sr. (Community lead-
er in Knoxville, TN), Henry Garner (Union 
President/LGFR in Pittsburgh, PA), Bobby 
Clayton, Sr. (Short Film Producer), Margaret 
Gaiter (Community Activist/College Community 
Board President) and J.W. Garner (Commu-
nity Activist); and 

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to 
have members of the Lynch-Gaiter families, 
especially Ms. Meredith Lilly, one of our most 
beloved citizens who resides in DeKalb Coun-
ty, Georgia; and 

Whereas, family is one of the most honored 
and cherished institutions in the world, and as 
you celebrate your lineage, we take pride in 
knowing that families such as the Lynch-Gaiter 
families have set aside this time to fellowship 
with each other, to honor their heritage and to 
pass along history to each other by gathering 
from far and wide at this year’s family reunion 
in Atlanta, Georgia; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Lynch-Gaiter 
families in our District; now therefore, I, HENRY 
C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim 
July 29, 2017 as Lynch-Gaiter Family Reunion 
Day in the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 29th day of July, 2017. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE LINCOLN STA-
TION ON THE OPENING OF THEIR 
RENOVATED DEPOT 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to recognize the Lincoln Depot, in Lincoln, 

Illinois, on the opening of their newly ren-
ovated Depot building this morning. 

In the 1850’s, Abraham Lincoln helped citi-
zens and railroads establish a needed rail line 
through Logan County. Soon after, this town 
was christened, by its founders, in Lincoln’s 
name, beautifully described by the Looking for 
Lincoln marker just outside the Depot. Con-
structed in 1911, the Lincoln Depot enhanced 
this critical railway stop, essential for com-
merce and the pioneers of the last century 
and a half who were looking to explore and 
develop to the west. With an estimated 
450,000 people now traveling through Lincoln 
and central Illinois annually, the depot will con-
tinue to be a vital part of the Midwest travel 
experience. 

Today, the depot is again restored as a 
beautiful landmark in downtown Lincoln that is 
crucial to the economy of this community, the 
students of both Lincoln College and Lincoln 
Christian University, and the residents of 
Logan County. Lincoln, and Central Illinois, 
rely on these very rail lines to connect them to 
communities and commercial markets through-
out the Midwest and across America. The new 
Lincoln Depot modernizes the previous facility, 
ensuring improved safety and an enhanced 
travel experience, including improved on-time 
performance for Amtrak. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to the 
Lincoln community on the newly renovated 
Lincoln Station Depot. This renovation will en-
sure the legacy of the depot and the railway, 
envisioned by Abraham Lincoln as a catalyst 
for the future growth of central Illinois, will 
carry on for generations to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. 
MURPHY 

HON. GARRET GRAVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
Dr. Bruce Murphy for his service as president 
of Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, Lou-
isiana. Dr. Murphy has spent his career invest-
ing in higher education and has tirelessly 
served as Nicholl’s fifth president over the last 
four years. Throughout his tenure, many uni-
versities across the country struggled to attract 
and retain students, but Nicholl’s actually in-
creased enrollment four consecutive semes-
ters. I am most impressed by his efforts to 
prepare students at Nicholls University for suc-
cessful integration into the real world that 
awaits upon graduation. The school’s partner-
ship with Fletcher Community College, for ex-
ample, has resulted in significant progress in 
workforce development. Aside from his service 
as president of Nicholls State University, both 
President Murphy and his wife, Jeanne Mur-
phy, are retired from the U.S. Army, having 
earned the rank of lieutenant colonel and colo-
nel, respectively. Dr. and Mrs. Murphy gener-
ously served on our military academy review 
board. I am proud that they devoted time in 
their busy lives to play an active role in the re-
cruitment of young Louisiana leaders to our 
nation’s military service academies. I thank Dr. 
Murphy for his commitment to excellence at 
Nicholls, his service to the state of Louisiana, 
and his service to our nation. My sincerest 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:27 Dec 06, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K05DE8.005 E05DEPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1653 December 5, 2017 
congratulations on an incredible career and 
time served as Nicholls’ president. 

f 

10TH ANNUAL LAKESHORE CLAS-
SIC BASKETBALL INVITATIONAL 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great honor and respect that I recognize the 
Gary Chamber of Commerce as the organiza-
tion celebrates the 10th Annual Lakeshore 
Classic basketball invitational. In observance 
of this special event, the Gary Chamber of 
Commerce hosted a celebratory corporate 
luncheon in Gary, Indiana, at the Diamond 
Center on Tuesday, November 21, 2017, fol-
lowed by the basketball invitational at West 
Side Leadership Academy on Friday, Novem-
ber 24, 2017, and Saturday, November 25, 
2017. 

The theme for this year’s Lakeshore Classic 
is ‘‘Region Proud.’’ This theme acknowledges 
the important contributions of our local youth 
in illuminating the strength and virtues of 
Northwest Indiana. Northwest Indiana is a re-
gion that strives for excellence and overcomes 
obstacles. To enhance the ‘‘Region Proud’’ 
theme, the Gary Chamber of Commerce has 
chosen Mike Huff, former Chicago White Sox 
player and team representative, as a guest 
speaker for the corporate luncheon. Mr. Huff 
played for several teams and overcame var-
ious challenges throughout his outstanding 
professional baseball career. Today, Mike is 
Vice President—Baseball/Fastpitch, Outfield, 
Bunting and Baserunning Instructor at the 
Bulls/Sox Youth Academy, located in the 
Chicagoland area. The Bulls/Sox Youth Acad-
emy is a facility that provides instruction to 
youth athletes in the sports of basketball, 
baseball, and fastpitch softball. Mike is dedi-
cated to improving their skills and building the 
self-esteem of each young athlete that comes 
through the door. For his truly genuine and 
outstanding support of these young athletes, 
Mr. Huff is worthy of our gratitude and respect. 

At this time, I would like to recognize the 
schools participating in the Lakeshore Classic 
basketball tournament. These schools are 
dedicated to positively impacting Northwest In-
diana through academic excellence and 
sportsmanship. The participating schools in-
clude West Side Leadership Academy, East 
Chicago Central High School, Thea Bowman 
Academy, Chicago Farragut Career Academy, 
Gary Theodore Roosevelt College and Career 
Academy, and Michigan City Marquette Catho-
lic High School. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the Gary Chamber of Commerce and the or-
ganizers and sponsors of the 10th Annual 
Lakeshore Classic. Their influence, passion, 
and dedication to our youth and to the com-
munity in Northwest Indiana are truly com-
mendable. 

RECOGNIZING SKANEATELES HIGH 
SCHOOL BOYS FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the victory of the Skaneateles High 
School Boys Football team in the New York 
State Championship game on Friday, Novem-
ber 24th. The Skaneateles Lakers defeated 
Holy Trinity Pride by a score of 28–25 for its 
first football state championship in the school’s 
history. 

After ending the first half only up two points, 
the Lakers fought hard and worked as a team 
to score two more touchdowns in the second 
half of the game. Junior Patrick Hackler, who 
led his team to victory as captain and as the 
quarterback, received the championship 
game’s Most Valuable Player Award. 

The Lakers finished their season with a 12– 
1 record due to the hard work of seniors 
Jacob Nesbitt, John Ryan, Tyler Schneider, 
Hunter Woodruff, James Leubner, Hunter 
Dart, Jon Ricklefs, Jared Calapari, Haas 
Tehan, TJ Greenfield, Scott Ochsner, Cross 
Bianchi, and Tom Scherrer; juniors Craig 
Scherrer, Areh Boni, Patrick Hackler, Luke 
Viggiano, William McGlynn, John Danforth, 
Carter Blake, Will Frank, Jimmy Liberatore, 
Oliver Weir, Solomon Landsberg, Nathan 
Squires, Nathan Wellington, and Jack Carlile; 
sophomores Caden Custer, Nick Wamp, Avery 
Rodgers, and Billy Richards; and freshmen 
Alex Goethe, Jack Comer, Ken Byrne, Na-
thaniel Congel, Colin Cox, Ben Euto, James 
Falso, Jack Mannigan, Mason Michel, Chris-
tian Miles-Pizzoleo, Hunter Simmons, and 
Calen Van Holtz. The team was coached by 
Joe Sindoni, an exceptional leader with an ac-
complished football résumé. 

Lakers played with dedication and respect 
throughout the entire season. This hard- 
earned championship is something these 
teammates will cherish for the rest of their 
lives. I commend the hard work, commitment, 
and teamwork displayed by these young men. 
Excellence on the field translates to excel-
lence off the field and the practice of sacri-
ficing for the common goal builds character in 
our children. I could not be more proud to con-
gratulate these young men on their tremen-
dous season. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, on 
November 28th and 29th, I am not recorded 
on four votes because I was absent due to ill-
ness. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
Yes on Roll Call 638, the Fowler and Boskoff 
Peaks Designation Act; Yes on Roll Call 639, 
the Superior National Forest Land Exchange 
Act of 2017; Yes on Roll Call 640, ordering 
the Previous Question on H. Res. 631; and 
Yes on Roll Call 641, the combined rule pro-
viding for consideration of the bill H.R. 3017 
and H.R. 3905. 

PROCLAMATION FOR PASTOR 
INELLA R. MATTOX 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for Pastor Inella R. Mattox: 

Whereas, our lives have been touched by 
the life of this one woman who has given of 
herself to her family, church, community, and 
nation; and 

Whereas, Pastor Inella R. Mattox good 
works are present throughout the state of 
Georgia as an exemplary mother, mother-in- 
law, grandmother, great grandmother, aunt, 
neighbor, community worker, minister and 
friend; and 

Whereas, this giant of a woman, who was 
reared up in Senoia, Georgia, moved to At-
lanta, Georgia, when she was 17, was born on 
June 7, 1937, to the late Robert Lewis Rush 
and Bethenia Rush; and 

Whereas, Pastor Inella Mattox was a vir-
tuous woman, a woman of great integrity who 
remained true to the uplifting of her community 
and family which in turn uplifted others; and 

Whereas, she was an exemplary matriarch, 
serving as compass and wise counselor and 
bringing great joy to her church New Creation, 
our district, her family and friends; and 

Whereas, Pastor Mattox loved her family; 
encouraging all of those around her to make 
a difference, be it her children, her friends, her 
neighbors and her church members at the 
New Creation Church in Decatur, Georgia 
where she served as founder and pastor; and 

Whereas, this remarkable woman gave of 
herself, never asking for fame or fortune as 
she became a quiet storm, a spark that starts 
a flame; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia bas set aside this 
day to bestow a Congressional Recognition on 
Pastor Inella R. Mattox for her leadership, 
friendship and service to all of the citizens of 
Georgia and the nation; now therefore, I, 
HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby at-
test to the 115th Congress that Pastor Inella 
R. Mattox of Decatur, DeKalb County, Georgia 
is deemed worthy and deserving of this ‘‘Con-
gressional Recognition’’ Pastor Inella R. 
Mattox, U.S. Citizen of Distinction. 

Proclaimed, this 1st day of June, 2017. 
f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF RANDY 
DEANDA 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chief Randy DeAnda of the City of Ri-
alto in my district on the occasion of his retire-
ment from a lifetime of exemplary public serv-
ice to the communities of the Inland Empire. 

Chief DeAnda has been a police officer for 
31 years, 25 of which have been with the City 
of Rialto. My district has benefitted greatly 
over the years from his qualified background 
in community safety. He received his Bach-
elor’s degree in Workforce Education and De-
velopment, he is a graduate of both the Peace 
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Officer Standards and Training Executive 
Leadership Command College and the Police 
Executive Research Forum Senior Manage-
ment Institute, and is a member of the Cali-
fornia Police Chief’s Association and the San 
Bernardino County Police Chief’s Association. 

Chief DeAnda’s 31 years of service led him 
from the rank of corporal to Police Captain to 
now the current head of the Rialto Police De-
partment. His career and expertise have al-
lowed him to serve in various capacities in-
cluding as a Field Training Officer, Gang De-
tective, Narcotics Investigator, Street Crime 
Attack Team Officer, Department SWAT team 
member, and Department Press Information 
Officer. Throughout his tenure, he was in-
volved in several undercover narcotic sting op-
erations and gang sweeps—all of which has 
helped our communities become a little safer. 
As a member of both the California Gang In-
vestigators’ Association and the California 
Narcotics Officers’ Association, he is consid-
ered an expert in gangs and narcotics where 
he has worked and testified on a number of 
high profile cases involving career criminals. 

In service to the Inland Empire, Chief 
DeAnda has provided leadership and super-
vision over the Area Command Program and 
its projects. To name a few, these projects in-
clude the City of Rialto’s first gang injunction, 
the beautification of Citrus Grove housing 
complex and other multi-housing develop-
ments as well as community based organiza-
tions like the Neighborhood Watch and Na-
tional Night Out. 

For his extraordinary accomplishments, it is 
my honor to recognize Chief Randy DeAnda 
on the House floor today. His 25 years of 
commitment and contributions to the City of 
Rialto and the greater community of the Inland 
Empire are worthy of commending and admi-
ration. 

f 

POSTHUMOUSLY HONORING DE-
TECTIVE SEAN SUITER OF PENN-
SYLVANIA ON HIS SERVICE TO 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA AND HIS CAREER IN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I extend my 
sincere condolences to the family, peers and 
loved ones of my constituent, Detective Sean 
Suiter of the Baltimore City Police Department, 
who was killed in the Line of Duty on Novem-
ber 16, 2017. We are grateful for his many, 
dedicated years of service as a law enforce-
ment officer and grieve his passing. 

I’ve long appreciated the commitment of 
people who devote themselves selflessly to 
serving our Nation and communities. Detective 
Suiter served in the United States Army from 
1992 to 1998, after which he began his 18- 
year service with the Baltimore City Police— 
where he ultimately earned promotion to the 
rank of Detective. 

Detective Suiter’s peers describe a con-
scientious and dedicated officer who ‘‘oper-
ated beyond his years.’’ One colleague re-
called a recent incident when a man who 

Suiter criminally pursued in the past, ap-
proached Suiter to say that he was now em-
ployed, and thanked Suiter for always treating 
him with respect. Detective Suiter’s neighbors 
in Conewago Township, York County, recall, 
‘‘. . . a nice man who always stopped in to 
say hello.’’ 

Detective Suiter’s tireless dedication, profes-
sionalism and sacrifice touched the lives of 
countless people. His legacy of service to our 
Nation and communities will endure, and his 
loss will be felt in significant and myriad ways. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to Detective Suiter’s family, friends and 
colleagues on this tragic loss. I thank him and 
Godspeed, brother. He will remain in my heart 
and prayers. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR MS. EMILY 
JONES 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for Ms. Emily Jones: 

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals 
who are called to contribute to the needs of 
our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and 

Whereas, Ms. Emily Jones has answered 
that call by giving of herself as an educator at 
Dunaire Elementary, and as a beloved daugh-
ter, sister, mother and friend; and 

Whereas, Ms. Jones has been chosen as 
the 2017 Teacher of the Year, representing 
Dunaire Elementary school; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents for the betterment 
of our community and our nation through her 
tireless works, motivational speeches and 
words of wisdom; and 

Whereas, Ms. Jones is a virtuous woman, a 
courageous woman and a fearless leader who 
has shared her vision, talents and passion to 
help ensure that our children receive an edu-
cation that is relevant for today and necessary 
for a productive future, because she truly un-
derstands that our children are the future; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Ms. Emily Jones 
for her leadership and service to our District 
and in recognition of this singular honor as 
2017 Teacher of the Year at Dunaire Elemen-
tary School; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim May 
22, 2017 as Ms. Emily Jones Day in the 4th 
Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 22nd day of May, 2017. 
f 

IN HONOR OF THE USS ‘‘DALLAS’’ 
DECOMMISSIONING ON DECEM-
BER 5TH, 2017 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the USS Dallas (SSN–700) sub-

marine and the outstanding sailors who have 
served as her crew since her commissioning 
on July 18, 1981. On December 5th, 2017, 
this storied submarine will be decommissioned 
and leave the active United States Navy fleet. 

The USS Dallas is the first vessel to be 
named after the City of Dallas, Texas. Her ex-
ceptional crew have served tirelessly to en-
sure that America remains the preeminent 
naval power on the globe. Before retirement, 
the USS Dallas was the second oldest active 
Los Angeles-class submarine, and over the 
course of her 36 years of service, the USS 
Dallas has been manned by over 250 officers 
and over 1,500 enlisted personnel. 

The USS Dallas’ keel was laid down on Oc-
tober 9th 1976, and finally launched in April of 
1979. The USS Dallas was commissioned by 
the Navy in July of 1981, and in 1984 she 
took on a role in OPERATION ATTAIN DOC-
UMENT Ill, a naval freedom of navigation op-
eration. After being upgraded during the 
Navy’s first Depot Modernization Period, the 
USS Dallas operated in support of Operation 
Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm 
from August 1990 through January of 1991. In 
January of 1992, the USS Dallas and her crew 
received the ‘‘Golden Anchor’’ award of 1991 
for excelling in all aspects of retention cat-
egories. 

By the end of her first 10 years in service, 
the USS Dallas had completed one deploy-
ment to the Indian Ocean, two Mediterranean 
deployments, and one deployment to the 
North Atlantic. During this time she had re-
ceived two Meritorious Unit Commendations, 
two Navy Unit Commendations, and was 
awarded the Battle Efficiency ‘‘E’’ for excel-
lence in overall readiness of the command to 
carry out its wartime tasks. Shortly after com-
pleting a deployment in 2014, the USS Dallas 
earned its seventh Battle ‘‘E’’ award, with pre-
vious honors in 1986, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1999, 
and 2000. 

In February of 1998, the USS Dallas be-
came the first Los Angeles-class submarine to 
be fitted for a dry-deck shelter, allowing her to 
insert or extract special operations forces and 
their equipment. In 2000, the USS Dallas com-
pleted a Mediterranean deployment and sup-
ported the NATO submarine escape and res-
cue exercise program. During her last few de-
ployments, the USS Dallas served in the Cen-
tral Command area, which includes the Red 
Sea, the Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf, and 
the Arabian Sea, and she sailed over 30,000 
nautical miles during numerous months at sea. 

The boat and her crew, through their years 
of dedicated service, have lived up to the USS 
Dallas’ motto, ‘‘First in Harm’s Way,’’ and I 
know that the crew of the USS Dallas will con-
tinue the hunt for excellence throughout their 
lives. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
the USS Dallas and the incredible men and 
women who served as her crew. It is a privi-
lege to commend them upon the conclusion of 
the USS Dallas’ service. I ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in honoring the 
USS Dallas upon her decommissioning. 
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THE LEGACY OF CONGRESSMAN 

JOHN CONYERS, JR.—DEAN OF 
THE HOUSE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I noti-
fied Speaker RYAN, Leader PELOSI and Gov-
ernor Snyder of my retirement from the United 
States House of Representatives. 

It has been a privilege and an honor to 
serve the citizens of Detroit, Michigan as their 
United States Congressman in the 13th and 
14th Congressional District for more than 50 
years. 

I came to Congress in 1965. Since then, I 
have devoted my entire career to improving 
the lives of my constituents in Detroit and 
fighting for justice everywhere. These years 
witnessed a profound evolution in civil rights, 
led by millions in the streets who marched for 
justice, and people of conscience in the Con-
gress—both Democrats and Republicans— 
who heard them and enacted the Civil Rights 
Act, the Voting Rights Act and other landmark 
reforms. 

I have been at the forefront of the civil rights 
movement, I have been a champion of justice 
for the oppressed and the disenfranchised. I 
have never wavered in my commitment to jus-
tice and democracy. I am proud to have been 
part of that rich history. 

I have been privileged to be a founder of 
the Congressional Black Caucus and to rep-
resent the United States Congress as Dean. I 
spearheaded and passed the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday Act, the Violence Against 
Women Act, the Hate Crimes Act, the USA 
Freedom Act, and the extensions of the Voting 
Rights Act into law. I have led the fight against 
mandatory minimum sentences, hoping to re-
verse the devastating incarceration rates for 
African Americans and poor people, I have 
tried to pass a universal healthcare law (H.R. 
676) every Congress since 1989. I have intro-
duced H.R. 40 to study reparations for slavery, 
and I deeply appreciate those handful of cou-
rageous colleagues who have joined me. 

For Detroiters, I am proud of what we have 
been able to accomplish by bringing hundreds 
of millions of dollars in critical grants and fed-
eral funding to Southeast Michigan to revi-
talize our great city, attract rich talent, and re-
turn us to prosperity. 

I vehemently deny any and all allegations of 
harassment or dishonor, but I recognize that in 
this present environment, due process will not 
be afforded to me. I was taught by a great 
woman, my mother, to honor women. The first 
employee I ever hired was Mrs. Rosa Parks, 
who worked in my office for 22 years. It has 
been a great honor to work alongside some of 
the most talented and honorable staff on Cap-
itol Hill and in Detroit, both women and men. 

Given the totality of the circumstance of not 
being afforded the right to due process, in 
conjunction with my current health condition, 
and to preserve my legacy and good name, I 
am retiring. 

I hope that my retirement will be viewed in 
the larger perspective of my record of service, 
and as I enter a new chapter, I pledge to con-
tinue my commitment to a progressive vision 
and a better future for this country that I love. 
I owe that to the legacy of my father, John 

Conyers, Sr., who integrated labor unions in 
this country; to my brother Nathan, who inte-
grated business and is my ‘‘main man’’ and to 
my loving wife Monica, my sons John III, 
whom I believe offers hope to this generation 
of leadership, and who is committed to being 
an advocate of fairness and justice for all, and 
Carl Edward who never leaves my side. 

I cannot allow the great work of this body or 
the important work or the goals of the Demo-
cratic Party to be distracted. It has been the 
greatest honor and privilege of my life to rep-
resent the people of Michigan in the House of 
Representatives, but that responsibility will 
now fall to my colleagues and my successor. 
They have my deepest support and prayers. 
Jobs, Justice, Peace. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR MS. ETHEL 
CRAIG 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for Ms. Ethel Craig: 

Whereas, A virtuous woman of God accept-
ed her calling to serve in the Educational Sys-
tem on September 17, 1973; and 

Whereas, Ms. Ethel Craig began her edu-
cational career in teaching with the Atlanta 
Public School System as a Math Teacher, she 
also taught as a teacher for the intellectually 
gifted students and currently she serves as a 
School Psychologist. She has provided guid-
ance to school personnel, parents and stu-
dents in regards to counseling, assessments, 
instructional support, interventions and preven-
tion services; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents as a Teacher, 
Mother, Grandmother, Educator and Motivator, 
giving the citizens of Georgia a person of 
great worth, a fearless leader, a devoted 
scholar and a servant to all who want to ad-
vance the lives of our youth; and 

Whereas, Ms. Craig is formally retiring from 
her educational career today after forty-three 
and a half years of service, she will continue 
to promote education because she is a corner-
stone in our community that has enhanced the 
lives of thousands for the betterment of our 
District and Nation; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Ms. Ethel Craig 
on her retirement from the Atlanta Public 
Schools System and to wish her well in her 
new endeavors; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim May 
30, 2017 as Ms. Ethel Craig Day in the 4th 
Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 22nd day of May, 2017. 
f 

RECOGNIZING MS. JACKIE 
ZARATE-ROBERTS 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ms. Jackie Zarate-Roberts on the occa-

sion of her retirement from a lifetime of civic 
service to the Latino community of the City of 
Los Angeles. 

Ms. Zarate-Roberts began her journey in 
Los Angeles at the University of Southern 
California, where she graduated with a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Public Administration in 1984. 
Her career in the City of Los Angeles started 
as a Junior Administrative Assistant in the 
Personnel Department’s Examining Division. 
This was just the beginning, as she quickly 
rose through the ranks, eventually ending in 
the Selection Division. At one point, she was 
the Assistant Director of the Fire Commis-
sion’s Equal Employment Opportunity Office, 
serving as a Sexual Harassment Counselor for 
employees of the LA Fire Department. 

Concurrently, Ms. Zarate-Roberts actively 
engaged in efforts to assist the Latino commu-
nity through her membership in the Los Ange-
les City Employees Chicano Association 
(LACECA), where her track record here is just 
as impressive. In her first year, she was quick-
ly appointed to the Executive Board as Re-
cording Secretary and over the years she has 
served as Executive Secretary, Treasurer, 1st 
and 2nd Vice President, and President several 
times—the first Latina to ever hold this posi-
tion, I may add. 

Her passion is portrayed through her active 
participation in voter registration drives, redis-
tricting committees in support of Latino issues, 
scholarship fundraisers, among others. As a 
former 911 dispatcher, I saw firsthand the 
power of her commitment to the LACECA. 
She was instrumental in the return of bi-lingual 
pay to the City’s 911 Operators along with im-
proving training, working conditions, and in-
creasing the number of bi-lingual operator po-
sitions serving the city. Much of this was ac-
complished by serving on Mayor Bradley’s and 
Reardon’s ‘‘Presidents Roundtable on Affirma-
tive Action’’, where she met monthly to advo-
cate for the underrepresentation of minorities 
and women in the work force. 

For all of the aforementioned Mr. Speaker, 
it is my distinct honor to recognize a true com-
munity icon on the House floor today: Ms. 
Jackie Zarate-Roberts. Her unmatched com-
mitment to the City of Los Angeles since 1984 
and the innumerable contributions she has 
made to the greater Latino community will re-
verberate for generations to come and our 
community is better of because of it. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BYRD LOCHTIE AS 
2017 NONPROFIT LEADER 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Byrd Lochtie of Humboldt County, 
who is honored by the Northern California As-
sociation of Nonprofits with the 2017 Nonprofit 
Leader Achievement Award, a recognition she 
richly deserves. 

Byrd Lochtie has served as a nonprofit con-
sultant, trainer, coach and mentor in Humboldt 
County since 1984. Shortly after earning her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Chemistry from 
Cornell University in 1960, Byrd became in-
volved with the Sierra Cascade Girl Scout 
Council where she served as a volunteer, vol-
unteer leader, and trainer of leaders. She con-
tinues to volunteer with the Girl Scout Council 
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to this day. These decades of nonprofit vol-
unteerism provided Byrd with valuable experi-
ence in youth leadership, team building, and 
developing effective educational and training 
programs. She has also furthered her non-
profit education through various training and 
courses over the years, and she earned a life-
time credential from California Community Col-
leges. 

As an independent nonprofit consultant, 
Byrd Lochtie specializes in helping community 
leaders understand and be more effective in 
their roles, including working together to de-
velop strategies to advance their missions. 
She has been a key partner and trainer for the 
Northern California Association of Nonprofits 
fostering learning, mentoring, relationship 
building, and excellence in leadership through 
monthly board leadership roundtables and in-
troduction to board service workshops for 
many years. 

Byrd remains highly engaged with a variety 
of local organizations, including the League of 
Women Voters of Humboldt County, Children’s 
Authors Festival, the Humboldt County Human 
Rights Commission, United Way, Girl Scouts, 
Eureka City Schools Board of Trustees, the 
Eureka and Arcata Community Recycling Cen-
ters, and more. 

Mr. Speaker, Byrd Lochtie’s commitment to 
bettering her community through civic engage-
ment and empowering leadership in others is 
commendable and worthy of recognition. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in extending 
our congratulations to her. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL APP CHALLENGE 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday evening, I spoke via 
Skype with a number of young people in Pitts-
burgh who participated in the Congressional 
App Challenge in Pennsylvania’s 14th Con-
gressional District, which I have the honor to 
represent. I had the opportunity to commend 
all of them for participating in this year’s App 
Challenge, and I announced the winning App 
in the 14th District competition. 

The Congressional App Challenge is a com-
petition held each year in many congressional 
districts throughout the country. The Congres-
sional App Challenge provides an opportunity 
for students who create their own apps for 
mobile, tablet, or computer devices to com-
pete with other students and receive feedback 
from leading experts in the field. It’s a great 
way for Congress to get kids interested in 
computer programming and technology-related 
careers. That’s good for them, and it’s good 
for our economy, which will depend more and 
more on such skills in the coming years. 

This is the first year I have had the pleasure 
of being involved with the Congressional App 
Challenge, and I hope there will be many 
more years to come. Events like this one 
serve to raise public awareness of the impor-
tance and value of quality STEM education 
programs. 

I would like to recognize the 14th District’s 
outstanding student coders for 2017. The 
team from Montour High School consisting of 
Macen Perkins, Shane O’Malley, Derek 

Wassel, and Logan Hickey created an app 
that teaches students that coding languages 
are easy to understand and very fun with 
some time and practice. The team from 
Shadyside Academy consisting of Nick Zana, 
Fuad Youssef, Peter Wang, and Henry Fried-
lander created an app that executes all of the 
main functions of a planner, student ID, and 
document database. I am very proud of them 
all. 

The winner of year’s 14th Congressional 
District App Challenge was the team from 
Shadyside Academy. Their app will be dis-
played in the U.S. Capitol and shown on the 
U.S. House of Representatives web site. They 
will also be invited to the House of Represent-
atives’ Code Demo Day reception in Wash-
ington in the coming months. In addition, Car-
negie Mellon University has offered to give the 
14th District App Challenge winners a tour of 
its facilities. This is a great opportunity for 
these students to explore the campus and to 
learn just how far their interest in coding can 
take them. 

I would like to acknowledge and thank the 
judges for this competition: Josh Lucas, co- 
founder of Work Hard Pittsburgh, Dr. 
Alexandros Labrinidis, professor at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh’s School of Computing and 
Information, and Dr. Illah Nourbakhsh, pro-
fessor at the Carnegie Mellon University’s Ro-
botics Institute and director of the CREATE 
Lab. 

I would also like to thank the University of 
Pittsburgh for hosting tonight’s event—and 
Carnegie Mellon University for hosting the win-
ners for a tour of its facilities. These univer-
sities’ support for the App Challenge speaks 
volumes about their commitment to education 
and the local community. 

Finally, I want to commend all of the partici-
pants in this year’s App Challenge. I hope that 
the recognition will, in some small way, dem-
onstrate to these young coders how much we 
value their efforts and skill. It is my hope that 
the students who participated in this year’s 
competition will carry their interest in coding 
with them throughout their lives. I also hope 
that this competition and others like it across 
the country will continue to grow and attract 
many other local promising coders. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR DR. KEITH E. 
BAIRD 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for Dr. Keith E. Baird: 

Whereas, our lives have been touched by 
the leadership and service of Dr. Keith E. 
Baird; and 

Whereas, Dr. Keith E. Baird was born on 
January 20, 1923 in Barbados, West Indies, 
he came to the United States in 1947 and 
began his college studies at Columbia Univer-
sity studying Spanish, Romance Philology and 
Linguistics, where he earned his under-
graduate and graduate degrees. He earned 
his doctoral degree in Sociolinguistics from the 
Union Graduate Institute in Cincinnati, Ohio; 
and 

Whereas, Dr. Baird was an educator, au-
thor, advocate and administrator, he served 

and led our nation in many different roles. As 
a founding member of the African American 
Teachers Association in the late sixties, he 
proved to be a key actor in the nascent com-
munity control movement in Ocean Hill- 
Brownsville, Brooklyn, New York. As a stead-
fast pillar of our community, pioneered the 
teaching methods of 14 different languages in 
high schools and colleges. He was a commu-
nity leader involved in the civic and edu-
cational direction of thousands in our nation. 
Along with his wife, Mrs. Mary A. Twining 
Baird, they educated us through the literary 
master piece ‘‘Sea Island Roots: The African 
Presence in the Carolinas and Georgia’’; and 

Whereas, Dr. Baird was lauded as a ‘‘schol-
ar’s scholar and an educator’s educator’’. He 
was a community builder who served my dis-
trict without bounds. His influence, inspiration 
and motivation of many have helped to mold 
our district in becoming more inclusive. He 
has opened the minds and hearts of thou-
sands; and 

Whereas, he never asked for fame or for-
tune, nor found a job too small or too big; he 
gave of himself, his time, his talent and his life 
to uplift those in need by demonstrating un-
wavering commitment to educate, serve and 
goodwill; and 

Whereas, he was a husband, a father, a 
brother and a friend; he was a man of great 
integrity who remained true to the uplifting of 
humanity on an international scale; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia recognizes Dr. Keith 
E. Baird as a citizen of great worth and so 
noted distinction; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby attest to the 
115th Congress that Dr. Keith E. Baird is 
deemed worthy and deserving of this ‘‘Con-
gressional Honor’’ by declaring Dr. Keith E. 
Baird, U.S. Citizen of Distinction in the 4th 
Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 12th day of August, 2017. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I unfortu-
nately missed one vote during a vote series 
on November 30, 2017. Had I been present, 
I would have voted: No on Roll Call No. 645, 
on the question of agreeing to the resolution 
(H. Res. 635), providing for consideration of 
H.R. 4182, the Ensuring a Qualified Civil Serv-
ice Act of 2017; and H.R. 1699, the Pre-
serving Access to Manufactured Housing Act 
of 2017. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
Roll Call votes 653 and 654 on Monday, De-
cember 4, 2017. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Nay on Roll Call vote 653 and Yea 
on Roll Call vote 654. 
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I believe that both the House and Senate 

GOP tax bills are an attack on the middle 
class and only serve to benefit the wealthiest 
in our nation. The GOP tax plan would raise 
taxes on millions of families and students, 
send jobs overseas, devastate our health care 
system, and overwhelm future generations 
with crushing debt. I stand with my Democratic 
colleagues in opposing this plan and urge the 
enactment of tax reform that puts working 
Americans first. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR THE GRACE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for the Grace United Methodist Church: 

Whereas, Grace United Methodist Church, 
founded on the 24 articles of religion or the 
basic statements of belief, continues to be a 
beacon of light to our district under the leader-
ship and tutelage of Pastor George Lanier and 
the service of its members; and 

Whereas, Grace United Methodist Church is 
celebrating Men’s Day and the church’s 150 
year anniversary today, under the general 
rules of the Methodist Church, ‘‘Do no harm, 
Do good, Practice the ordinances of God’’; 
and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
Church of God has empowered our commu-
nity, spiritually fed its congregants through its 
ministries and outreach since 1867; and 

Whereas, Grace United Methodist Church is 
celebrating Men’s Day to make its ministry 
spiritually viable year round through constant 
and fervent prayer, sound thinking, spiritual in-
sight and creative ideas to transform our com-
munity inside and outside these walls; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Grace United 
Methodist Church for their leadership and 
service to our District on this the 150th Anni-
versary of their founding; now therefore, I, 
HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby pro-
claim June 11, 2017 as Grace United Meth-
odist Church Day in the 4th Congressional 
District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 11th day of June, 2017. 
f 

HONORING DEAN TRUMP OF PENN-
SYLVANIA ON HIS RETIREMENT 
AFTER MORE THAN 17 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE WARRINGTON 
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I extend my 
sincere congratulations to my constituent, 
Dean Trump, on his retirement after more than 
17 years of service on the Board of Super-
visors for Warrington Township, York County, 
Pennsylvania. 

I’ve long appreciated the commitment of 
people who devote themselves to serving our 

communities. Local elected officials have a di-
rect impact on our residents by setting policy, 
enacting ordinances, adopting budgets and 
levying taxes. They’re some of the hardest 
working and most dedicated public officials 
you’ll find. Mr. Trump’s commitment and hard 
work touched the lives of countless people. 
His legacy of service to our community is 
commendable. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I thank and congratulate 
Dean Trump on his service and wish him 
great happiness and success in his future ad-
ventures. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RANDY JOHNSON 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute 
to Randy Johnson, a former committee staff 
member and long-time friend of the Education 
and the Workforce Committee who is stepping 
down as the Senior Vice President for Labor, 
Immigration, and Employee Benefits at the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce after 20 years of 
service for that respected organization. As his 
title suggests, Randy’s role at the Chamber 
has required him to be engaged in a number 
of key public policy issues involving the com-
mittee. Although the Chamber is losing a very 
effective advocate, the policies and laws im-
pacting the American workforce are stronger 
because of his commitment and engagement. 

Before going to the Chamber in 1997, 
Randy was the Labor Counsel and Workforce 
Policy Coordinator for the Committee for nine 
years. During this period, Randy was involved 
in crafting a number of federal statutes includ-
ing the Family and Medical Leave Act on 
which Randy authored a superb minority re-
port predicting many of the challenges that 
employers have faced in their efforts to com-
ply with that law. He brought that same caliber 
of foresight and diligence to the legislative 
process leading up to the passage of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Randy also 
helped immensely during the transition to a 
Republican majority of the House after the 
1994 elections and was instrumental in ensur-
ing that the Committee hit the ground running 
during that historic period. 

During his time at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, Randy and his staff earned the re-
spect of policymakers because they drilled 
down into the details of legislation and issues, 
an attribute which made them effective advo-
cates and credible stakeholders on Capitol 
Hill. Randy could also be counted on to ex-
press with clarity what happens when the rub-
ber meets the road. 

The Chamber has always been a prominent 
voice for employers’ interests in labor and 
workplace issues, but this does not mean the 
Chamber’s positions are always strictly par-
tisan. The Chamber’s pragmatic positions on 
labor and employment issues reflected 
Randy’s influence. Under Randy’s leadership, 
there was always room for discussion wher-
ever it was possible to reach a legislative solu-
tion in which all sides could come away with 
something. His relentless pursuit of results 
should be commended. 

Mr. Speaker, we have not yet learned of 
Randy’s plans after he departs the Chamber 

but we expect and hope that we have not 
heard nor seen the last of him. We need more 
people like Randy Johnson who find that cre-
ating sound public policy is a calling and who 
possess his attention to detail and determina-
tion to seek solutions. We hope he is not con-
tent to let his light fade under a bushel and we 
wish him all the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR GUS AND 
WILLIE MAE DIXON DAY 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the following Proclama-
tion for Gus and Willie Mae Dixon: 

Whereas, Gus and Willie Mae Dixon have 
maintained their vows to God and to each 
other for the past 50 years, during which time 
they have been blessed and fruitful with child 
and grandchildren, who are gathered with us 
as we celebrate their golden wedding anniver-
sary; and 

Whereas, since July 1, 1967 Gus and Willie 
Mae Dixon and family have contributed to our 
community as humble servants, uplifting the 
physical, mental, and most importantly the 
spiritual welfare of all whom they have en-
countered; and 

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored that 
the fruit of this wonderful marriage has pro-
duced one daughter and son-in-law Shannon 
and Terry Clark, and seven grandchildren; and 

Whereas, Gus Dixon is a remarkable and 
tenacious man of God and Willie Mae Dixon is 
a phenomenal and virtuous Proverbs 31 
woman, both being members of Welcome 
Friend Baptist Church in DeKalb County, 
Georgia where, under the leadership of Pastor 
John Smith, Gus serves as Director of Chris-
tian Education and Willie Mae serves as Di-
rector of the Mission ministry; and 

Whereas, Gus and Willie Mae Dixon are 
distinguished citizens of Georgia’s Fourth Con-
gressional district, being spiritual warriors who 
possess great compassion for all of God’s 
children, and who are fearless servants and 
leaders with a vision and passion to improve 
the lives of others; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Gus and Willie 
Mae Dixon as they celebrate their golden an-
niversary, and 50 years of marital bliss; now 
therefore, I, HENRY C. ’’HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do 
hereby proclaim July 1, 2017 as Gus and 
Willie Mae Dixon Day in the 4th Congressional 
District. 

Proclaimed, this 1st day of July, 2017. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID LIM 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
David Lim for his eight years of outstanding 
service on the San Mateo City Council and as 
mayor in 2013 and 2017. David’s dedication to 
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justice and his community have informed his 
leadership on important issues such as social 
justice, public safety, infrastructure, education, 
diversity and the environment. I’ve had the oc-
casion to work with David on one of the most 
pressing challenges in our region, the housing 
crisis. David is a true champion of his middle 
class constituents and has showed great cour-
age in forthrightly addressing the thorny issues 
of affordable rental housing. 

David was first elected to the council in 
2009, at the height of the Great Recession. 
He instantly became a very active member of 
the council, helping guide the city of San 
Mateo through a difficult and long recovery 
process. He always encouraged input from 
residents and was driven by a dedication to 
being fair and to making the best decision. 

Serving in a booming economy also proved 
challenging. As wave after wave of new high- 
earning tech and biotech workers arrived, es-
calating rents and skyrocketing housing prices 
undermined the stability of long-time low- and 
middle-income residents. Justice-minded and 
seeking to maintain the socio-economic and 
racial diversity of the region, David rep-
resented all residents. He pulled landlords, 
tenants and regional anti-displacement experts 
into conversations to develop solutions to the 
affordability crisis. David pushed the city to do 
more to support low-income workers and ad-
vocated for increasing the minimum wage. 

As a young parent himself, David is an edu-
cator at heart. Coaching high school mock trial 
teams and advocating for local students and 
schools, David wants all children to attend 
safe schools and to receive a good education. 
When he learned that immigrant families 
needed translation services in order to under-
stand the enrollment process he pushed local 
school districts to take action. David never 
stops turning problems into creative solutions. 

He also worked to improve San Mateo’s en-
vironmental stewardship. David has suc-
ceeded in his goal to leave the city better than 
he found it. While on the council he helped 
launch the Sustainability Commission which 
has reduced the use of plastic bags and 
Styrofoam containers. 

David was raised in Southern California 
where he attended local public schools. He 
earned his Bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science and his Master’s degree in Education 
from UCLA. For two years, he taught history 
at a middle school in LA but then moved to 
Washington, D.C. to work for Congressman 
Bob Matsui of Sacramento. In 1999, he re-
turned to the Bay Area and pursued his law 
degree from the University of California, Has-
tings College of the Law. As a young Bay 
Area district attorney, married with young twin 
daughters, he searched for a community to 
call home. In 2001, he moved to San Mateo, 
the town where his grandfather, whose father 
had emigrated from China to San Francisco’s 
Chinatown, had once been a household serv-
ant. 

David and his wife Terri continue to live in 
San Mateo with their three children, Caroline, 
Katherine and Harrison. 

Today, San Mateo is one of the most di-
verse communities in the country. David was 
the first Asian American to be elected to the 
city council and his cultural sensitivity has 
been an invaluable asset to the city. He be-
lieves some of the best ideas and fresh per-
spectives come from young people. At public 
meetings that can last late into the evening, 

David has been known to rearrange the 
speakers cards—with public approval, of 
course—so that school-aged residents can ad-
dress the council and get home to complete 
their schoolwork. In even small ways, David is 
always focused on making life better for his 
constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, I admire David Lim greatly and 
ask the members of the House of Representa-
tives to rise with me to recognize a remark-
able public servant, devoted husband and fa-
ther, and tireless advocate for others. While 
he is leaving the council, I have no doubt that 
he will continue to contribute to his beloved 
community for many years to come. 

f 

HONORING MARIA WOLFE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA ON HER RETIRE-
MENT AFTER MORE THAN 38 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE FED-
ERAL GOVERNMENT 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I extend my 
sincere congratulations to my constituent, 
Maria Wolfe, on her retirement after more than 
38 years of service to the federal government. 

Maria began her federal career with the 
Federal Communications Commission in 1979 
and transferred to the Navy Ships Parts Con-
trol Center in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania in 
1981. Over the decades, Maria’s hard work 
and commitment to excellence led to several 
promotions, culminating with her current ef-
forts to support the Littoral Combat Ship, Out-
fitting Branch, and the U.S. Coast Guard Sup-
ply Support and Logistic programs. 

Her peers describe a true professional who 
has provided great support to our Nation’s 
Sailors and the United States Navy. Maria’s 
dedication has touched the lives of countless 
people, and her legacy of service to our Na-
tion is commendable. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I thank and congratulate 
Maria Wolfe on her service and wish her great 
happiness and success in her future adven-
tures. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR GREGORY 
AND BETTY LEVETT 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for Gregory and Betty Levett: 

Whereas, the 4th Congressional District of 
Georgia recognizes two citizens who exempli-
fies those who are catalyst servants through-
out the community; and 

Whereas, the 2017 Community Connections 
Award recipients are promoting the concept of 
‘‘One Community-One Goal’’ and celebrating 
age by providing the seniors they serve with 
dignity, care, choice and the ability to ‘‘age in 
place’’; and 

Whereas, Senior Connections annually rec-
ognize outstanding individuals promoting a 

better and stronger DeKalb County who are 
Trail Blazers in the area of leadership, service, 
scholarship and community through the Com-
munity Connections Award; and 

Whereas, this year, Mr. Gregory and Mrs. 
Betty Levett are being honored as the 2017 
Community Connections Award recipients. Mr. 
and Mrs. Levett have unselfishly brought com-
munity service, honor and excellence to the 
citizens of DeKalb County and beyond; and 

Whereas, Mr. and Mrs. Levett give of them-
selves unconditionally to build a legacy of 
service and commitment as entrepreneurs and 
owners of Gregory B. Levett & Sons Funeral 
Homes & Crematory, and by demonstrating 
their unwavering pledge as philanthropists, 
contributing more than 1 million dollars to var-
ious charities and organizations throughout 
their 35 years of service; and 

Whereas, the lives of many in our district 
are especially touched by Mr. and Mrs. 
Levett’s support of the local Senior connec-
tions, their active leadership as board mem-
bers at DeKalb Medical and their advocacy of 
other critical senior services throughout Geor-
gia; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia have set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mr. Gregory 
Levett and Mrs. Betty Levett for their out-
standing service to our senior community and 
our District; now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim June 17, 
2017 as Gregory and Betty Levett Day in the 
4th Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 17th day of June, 2017. 

f 

HONORING THE YEARS OF SERV-
ICE OF MARIA TERESA 
SANTILLAN-BEAS TO THE CITY 
OF LYNWOOD 

HON. NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGÁN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend Honorable Maria Teresa 
Santillan-Beas for her fourteen years of serv-
ice to the City of Lynwood; Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5th, she will be ending her term as Mayor. 

Whereas Maria Teresa Santillan-Beas was 
first elected to the Lynwood City Council in 
2003, and made history as the first woman 
elected in a decade, and first Latina to ever be 
elected; and 

Whereas during her time in office, she has 
worked tirelessly to provide affordable housing 
opportunities for low-income families, to im-
prove the quality of life for senior citizens, and 
to increase public safety programs in the City 
of Lynwood; and 

Whereas she has remained an active partic-
ipant in the community and service organiza-
tions and is a member of the Lynwood Lions 
Club, and serves as a Big Sister for the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Club; and 

Whereas she has also held other leadership 
roles in community-based organizations, such 
as the Lynwood Neighborhood Block Watch, 
the St. Emydius School Parent Teacher Orga-
nization, and others: now therefore I commend 
Honorable Maria Teresa Santillan-Beas for 
fourteen years of outstanding service to the 
City of Lynwood and neighboring communities. 
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HONORING DR. HUMPHREY LEE 

UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
NORTHWEST SHOALS COMMU-
NITY COLLEGE 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize the great leadership and char-
acter of Dr. Humphrey Lee on his retirement 
from Northwest Shoals Community College in 
Muscle Shoals, Alabama. 

Dr. Lee was born and raised in Birmingham, 
Alabama. After graduating high school, he en-
tered the University of Alabama where he 
earned his bachelor, masters and doctoral de-
grees. 

After leaving the University of Alabama, Dr. 
Lee dedicated the next 42 years of his life to 
the two-year college system in the state of 
Alabama. His four decades with Alabama’s 
two-year college system carried him to Brewer 
State Junior College and Shelton State Com-
munity College. Finally, Dr. Lee became Presi-
dent of Northwest Shoals Community College 
in 2004. 

During his 14 years serving as President at 
Northwest Shoals Community College, Dr. Lee 
made workforce development the keystone of 
his administration. To achieve this goal, Dr. 
Lee oversaw tremendous growth and improve-
ment in the programs offered by the school in 
areas such as Automotive Service Tech-
nology, Heating, Ventilation and Air Condi-
tioning and Cyber Security, just to name a 
few. 

While Dr. Lee is retiring from Alabama’s 
two-year college system, I know that he will 
remain, as he always has been, very active in 
the local community, as he serves on numer-
ous boards and is the current Chairman of the 
Shoals Chamber of Commerce. 

Dr. Lee has two sons; Preston who is mar-
ried to Kristina; and Spencer who is married to 
Marie, with two grandsons, Brayden and 
Landon. 

Once again, I congratulate Dr. Lee on his 
many years of service to education in the 
state of Alabama, as well as on his well-de-
served retirement. I wish him the best in the 
coming years and on future endeavors. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR KES, INC. 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD a proclamation for KES, 
Inc. 

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, citizens of different cultures 
strive to bring awareness and enlightenment 
to our community; and 

Whereas, KES, Inc., since 1996, under the 
leadership of Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Sandra 
Browner and their family, has been a blessing 
to my district by making the needs of citizens 
that require special attention a priority and 
therefore enhancing their quality of life; and 

Whereas, KES, Inc., has sustained the lin-
eage of many generations, breaking bond-

ages, bringing blessings and strengthening 
communities, by providing excellence in care 
and services while assisting development and 
enhancement of the quality of life for adults 
and children with psychological, social and 
physical challenges; and 

Whereas, KES, Inc., annually hosts a Day 
of Inclusion to bring our community together in 
a day of fellowship, to educate and acknowl-
edge the different disabilities and abilities that 
its members have; and 

Whereas, KES, Inc., and all the members of 
its staff are ambassadors of goodwill that 
make the 4th Congressional District of Geor-
gia a jewel in the nation; and 

Whereas, our community has been strength-
ened in our awareness, our lives have been 
touched and our spirits uplifted through the 
service of this beloved organization; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize all of the individ-
uals that give of themselves for the betterment 
of others and to recognize the leadership and 
service of KES, Inc., as it celebrates another 
year of hosting its Day of Inclusion; now there-
fore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do 
hereby proclaim July 15, 2017 as KES, Inc. 
Day in the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 22nd day of May, 2017. 
f 

HONORING YOVANNA BROWNE 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to salute the amazing work of Yovanna 
Browne who is retiring at the end of this year. 
Yovanna, who worked in my Temple, TX Dis-
trict Office, is as dedicated a public servant as 
any Member of Congress could hope for. 
Lauded throughout her career for her tenacity 
and attention to detail, she’s been a mission- 
critical member of every place she’s worked. 

Yovanna’s resume is a testament to a life 
devoted to public service. Two decades were 
spent working for a variety of offices in both 
the Army and Navy, where she received nu-
merous commendations from both branches. 
Another decade was dedicated to Central 
Texas College, her alma mater, and working 
to ensure soldiers could navigate the complex 
Tricare program. Luckily for Central Texas, 
Yovanna spent the last twelve years as a 
Lead Case Worker in my Temple Office. 

District office staff have as challenging a job 
there is in public service. They often deal with 
constituents who are at their wits’ end and 
have lost faith in the government that is sup-
posed to serve them. Yovanna’s combination 
of empathy and expertise have helped count-
less Central Texans navigate the often-chal-
lenging world of government agencies and 
services. She treats all with kindness and re-
spect, lending a thoughtful ear to their con-
cerns while staying focused on how to best be 
of assistance. Her extraordinary efforts, com-
mitment to excellence, and skillful work has 
enabled my Temple office to serve my con-
stituents at the high level they deserve. 

While my office is losing Yovanna to a rich-
ly-deserved retirement, she’ll always be a 
member of the Carter family and a shining ex-
ample of the best in public service. I join my 

staff, and all those who’ve been impacted by 
her commitment to excellence, in wishing her 
nothing but the best in the next chapter of her 
life. 

f 

HONORING CYNTHIA BUSHMAN OF 
PENNSYLVANIA ON HER RETIRE-
MENT AFTER MORE THAN 37 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE FED-
ERAL GOVERNMENT 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I extend my 
sincere congratulations to my constituent, 
Cynthia Bushman, on her retirement after 
more than 37 years of service to the federal 
government. 

Ms. Bushman has served with the Naval 
Supply Systems Command, the Naval Sea 
Systems Command, and currently as Outfitting 
Team Lead for the Outfitting Support Branch 
at the Naval Sea Logistics Center. Her peers 
describe a true professional whose attention to 
detail and professional excellence have pro-
vided great support to our Nation’s Sailors and 
the United States Navy. 

Ms. Bushman’s tireless dedication has 
touched the lives of countless people and 
challenged all with whom she served to be the 
best. Her legacy of service to our Nation is 
commendable. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I thank and congratulate 
Cynthia Bushman on her service and wish her 
great happiness and success in her future ad-
ventures. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DONALD 
C. POGUE 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize my dear friend and colleague, the 
late honorable Donald C. Pogue. Judge Pogue 
passed away peacefully last October and his 
absence is felt by all who knew him. 

Born in Macomb, Illinois in 1947, Don grad-
uated magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa from 
Dartmouth College in 1969 and earned his 
juris doctorate and masters of art in philos-
ophy from Yale in 1973. Following graduation, 
he began his legal career representing labor 
unions at his firm, Kester, Pogue & Gould, in 
Hartford. During his fifteen years of practice, 
Judge Pogue lectured on labor law at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut School of Law, assisted 
in teaching Harvard Law School’s program on 
negotiation and dispute resolution for lawyers, 
and chaired the Connecticut Bar Association’s 
Labor and Employment Law Section. 

In 1989, Don was appointed Commissioner 
of Connecticut Hospitals and Healthcare by 
Governor O’Neill, and then Chairman by Gov-
ernor Weicker. In 1994, Don became a judge 
in Connecticut’s Superior Court and was ap-
pointed to the U.S. Court of International 
Trade by President Clinton just one year later. 
There he led the Court’s Long Range Planning 
and Budget committees. In 2010 he became 
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Chief Judge and served as a statutory mem-
ber of the Judicial Conference of the United 
States Courts. Don assumed senior status in 
2014. In addition to being a great lawyer and 
judge, he was also a devoted husband, father, 
and grandfather and an active member of his 
community. He served on the Board of Con-
necticut Hospice and volunteered there for 
over a decade. 

Mr. Speaker, I came to know Don Pogue 
during his time as chair of the Hospitals and 
Healthcare Commission, from 1989 to 1994. I 
was a state representative at the time, leading 
the Connecticut General Assembly’s Public 
Health Committee. It was a time of great 
change in healthcare. Working with Don, we 
created one of the first children’s health insur-
ance programs in the country and initiated cut-
ting edge reform to lower healthcare costs. 
Don was a brilliant public servant who was al-
ways the smartest guy in the room. Despite 
that, he was an extremely courteous gen-
tleman who always was focused on helping 
the people of the state, particularly the less 
fortunate. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to please 
join me in remembering Dan’s life and work. 
His public service serves as an example to all 

who hold public office to stay focused on the 
people who vested their trust in us. Although 
Don is deeply missed, we take comfort in 
knowing his commitment to justice left the 
world a better place. 

f 

PROCLAMATION FOR THE MANDIR 
OF LILBURN 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion for the Mandir of Lilburn: 

Whereas, Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar 
Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS), 
is a global socio-spiritual Hindu organization 
established by Bhagwan Swaminarayan more 
than 200 years ago; and 

Whereas, BAPS is dedicated to improving 
society through individual growth by fostering 
faith, unity, and selfless service; and 

Whereas, BAPS Shri Swarninarayan Mandir 
in Lilburn, Georgia, inaugurated by His Holi-

ness Pramukh Swami Maharaj in 2007, has 
served as a center for spirituality, and the 
celebration of Hindu culture, customs, and ar-
chitecture; and 

Whereas, BAPS and its followers, have pro-
vided humanitarian services throughout com-
munities in the State of Georgia and across 
our Nation; and 

Whereas, His Holiness Pramukh Swami 
Maharaj appointed Mahant Swami Maharaj as 
his spiritual successor and the sixth Guru of 
BAPS; and 

Whereas, His Holiness Mahant Swami 
Maharaj, the spiritual leader and Guru of 
BAPS, arrived in the State of Georgia for the 
first time as the spiritual leader and Guru of 
BAPS to commemorate the 10th anniversary 
of the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in 
Lilburn, Georgia; and 

Whereas the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize His Holiness 
Mahant Swami Maharaj for his leadership and 
service; now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim July 6th, 
2017 as The Mandir of Lilburn, Georgia Day in 
the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 22nd day of May, 2017. 
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