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CONGRATULATING THE ARMY 
FOOTBALL TEAM’S VICTORY 
OVER NAVY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the Army football team’s victory 
over the Navy. 

The Army-Navy football game is one of col-
lege football’s most famous rivalries, played 
this year on December 9, 2017, at Lincoln Fi-
nancial Field in Philadelphia. Last year in De-
cember of 2016, the Army Black Knights won 
their first game against the Navy Midshipmen 
in 14 years. This year, Army won its second 
consecutive game with a score of 14–13, 
earning the Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy. 
The victory was hard-fought in harsh, snowy 
conditions, not unfamiliar to the men and 
women who have served in the 10th Mountain 
Division. 

Army wore uniforms that were a tribute to 
the 21st Congressional District’s own 10th 
Mountain Division, which was established in 
1943. The soldiers of the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion are notorious for training in severe condi-
tions created by high elevations and mountain 
climates. To honor those who have served 
while assigned to the unit, the uniform fea-
tured the division’s coat of arms along with the 
words ‘‘Vires Montesque Vincimus’’ on the 
right shoulder, which means ‘‘We Conquer 
Powers and Mountains.’’ The Mountain Salute, 
‘‘Climb to Glory,’’ could be seen under the 
coat of arms and the ‘‘Follow Me’’ sign was 
placed on their helmets. Additionally, the team 
wore the Panda Patch on their cleats, a patch 
that originally helped identify the soldiers who 
were nicknamed the Pando Commandos, a 
nod to the 10th Mountain Division’s roots in 
Pando, Colorado. 

On behalf of the 21st District, I want to con-
gratulate the United States Military Academy 
at West Point on their victory and recognize 
the Soldiers of the 10th Mountain Division who 
fought in World War II and those who continue 
to fight today to keep our nation safe. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on 
roll call No. 690 I was inadvertently recorded 
as voting ‘‘no.’’ I support the Women in Aero-
space Education Act and my vote should be 
recorded as ‘‘yes.’’ 

TRIBUTE TO PAT AND JOHN 
WHEELER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Pat and 
John Wheeler of Council Bluffs, Iowa on the 
very special occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary. They were married on October 6, 
1967 at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in 
Council Bluffs. 

Pat and John’s’ lifelong commitment to each 
other and their family truly embodies Iowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 50th anniversary, 
may their commitment grow even stronger, as 
they continue to love, cherish, and honor one 
another for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the 
best. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD letters from the Faith and Free-
dom Coalition, Taxpayers Protection Alliance, 
Club for Growth, and FreedomWorks: 

FAITH AND FREEDOM COALITION. 
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of the 1.5 

million members and supporters of the Faith 
& Freedom Coalition, I urge you to vote YES 
on the Conference Report to H.R. 1, the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA). A vote for this 
bill is a vote for tax cuts that Republicans 
have promised and America’s hardworking 
families desperately deserve. The Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act will strengthen families, grow 
the economy, and create jobs. To that end, 
Faith & Freedom Coalition will score the 
vote on H.R. 1 as vote to cut taxes for fami-
lies and as a vote to begin the process of re-
pealing Obamacare. This vote will appear in 
tens of millions of Congressional Scorecards 
and voter guides distributed in over 100,000 
churches. 

Since Congress last passed major tax re-
form over thirty years ago, the tax code has 
become riddled with corporate giveaways 
and special-interest provisions that benefit 
the politically-connected and privileged at 
the expense of working families. This legisla-
tion makes the tax code simpler and fairer, 
strengthens the family, increase wages, cre-
ates jobs, and makes small, family-owned 
businesses more competitive. 

H.R. 1 doubles the child tax credit to $2,000, 
makes it available to more families by in-

creasing the income eligibility thresholds, 
and makes up to $1,400 refundable to lower 
and middle-class working families. This pro-
vision is pro-life, pro-child, pro-family and 
pro-middle class. Doubling the standard de-
duction protects more of the average fam-
ily’s income from taxation, keeping more of 
their paycheck at home rather than sending 
it to Washington. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act also reduces 
the tax rate on the hard-earned income of 
small, family-owned businesses—creating 
the lowest tax rate on small business income 
since World War II. Mom and Pop businesses 
are the backbone of the American economy 
and the American family. Over 80% of new 
jobs are created by Main Street businesses 
and they need a tax rate that enables them 
to compete with overseas competitors and 
Wall Street corporations. These small busi-
nesses are often family affairs and are a key 
component to supporting stronger, more se-
cure families. 

Finally, repealing Obamacare’s individual 
mandate and returning the savings to fami-
lies is another tax cut for working families. 
Nearly 7 million American families paid over 
$3 billion because of Obamacare’s individual 
mandate tax, and 80 percent make less than 
$50,000 a year. The Obamacare individual 
mandate is one of the most regressive taxes 
in the nation, punishing work and savings 
and hurting those least able to pay. Repeal-
ing it is a critical, if partial, fulfillment of 
the larger promise to end the disaster of 
Obamacare. 

America’s families have already waited too 
long for tax cuts that let them keep their 
hard earned dollars and care for their fami-
lies. We must not fail them. The Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act will simplify the code so that 
it is fairer for families and individuals, while 
also encouraging the economy to grow, lead-
ing to the creation of more jobs and higher 
wages. 

For all these reasons, Faith & Freedom Co-
alition will include the vote on Conference 
Report to H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
(TCJA) in our Congressional Score and voter 
guides as a key vote in the 115th Congress. 

Thank you for considering the views of our 
millions of members and supporters. 

TAXPAYERS PROTECTION ALLIANCE. 
The Taxpayers Protection Alliance (TPA), 

representing millions of taxpayers across the 
country, urges the House of Representatives 
to vote YES for the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 
TPA is encouraged by the final tax reform 
package crafted by the conference com-
mittee. This legislation will provide com-
prehensive tax relief for millions of Ameri-
cans. 

The conference report has many positive 
aspects, including a doubled standard deduc-
tion, a 21 percent corporate rate, and a $2,000 
child tax credit. This legislation allows the 
economy to flourish, as small businesses get 
the green light to expand, hire, and increase 
wages. Individuals and families will have an 
easier time saving for education and retire-
ment, with the thousands of dollars in an-
nual savings from the legislation. 

Additionally, the repeal of the Obamacare 
individual mandate penalty relieves an oner-
ous burden for taxpayers while saving hun-
dreds of billions in exchange subsidy pay-
ments. Taxpayers will finally have the free-
dom to forgo health insurance if they choose, 
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without risking penalty from the federal 
government. TPA is pleased that the con-
ference committee offers a plan that sharply 
curtails government while giving power back 
to hard-working Americans. 

TPA urges every Congressman to vote YES 
on the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 

CLUB FOR GROWTH. 
Re key vote alert—‘‘YES’’ on Conference Re-

port to the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, H.R. 
1. 

The Club for Growth supports the con-
ference report to the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
(HR 1) and we urge all members of Congress 
to vote YES on it. A vote is expected in the 
next few days. The vote will be included in 
the Club’s 2017 congressional scorecard. This 
bill is not perfect, but it’s still very pro- 
growth. Some of the more pro-growth ele-
ments of the bill include lowering the cor-
porate tax rate down to 21%, a new 20% de-
duction for pass-through businesses, dou-
bling the Death Tax exemption, and moving 
to an international territorial tax system. 
The bill also modestly lowers individual tax 
rates and doubles the standard deduction. 

The Club for Growth urges immediate pas-
sage of HR 1. Congress should also begin 
work on another pro-growth tax bill for next 
year that addresses other parts of the tax 
code left untouched by this proposal. 

Our Congressional Scorecard for the 115th 
Congress provides a comprehensive rating of 
how well or how poorly each member of Con-
gress supports pro-growth, free-market poli-
cies and will be distributed to our members 
and to the public. 

FREEDOMWORKS. 
KEY VOTE YES ON THE CONFERENCE REPORT 

FOR THE TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT, H.R. 1 
On behalf of our activist community, I 

urge you to contact your representative and 
senators and ask them to vote YES on the 
conference report for the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, H.R. 1. This final agreement on the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act provides much-needed re-
lief to taxpayers across the country and to 
American businesses alike. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act lowers indi-
vidual rates for the vast majority of tax-
payers. In addition, the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act nearly doubles the standard deduction, 
meaning Americans keep more of their hard- 
earned money, and doubles the child tax 
credit from $1,000 to $2,000. This bill also pro-
vides relief by doubling the exemption 
amount from the unfair death tax. 

Pass-through business owners, who file 
their taxes on their individual tax return, 
will be able to take a 20 percent deduction. 
This lowers the tax burden currently faced 
by pass-through businesses, which, according 
to the Tax Foundation, employ 70 million 
people, and promotes fairness. 

America’s business community will also 
see added growth as a result of the policy 
changes in this bill. The corporate tax rate 
will be lowered substantially from 35 percent 
to 21 percent, making American businesses 
more globally competitive and allowing 
them the resources they need to innovate 
and create jobs. It also eliminates confusion 
and complexity so job creators can focus on 
building their company and hiring working 
Americans. 

This bill also repeals the harmful 
ObamaCare individual mandate, a coercive 
tax on Americans. It’s estimated that 80 per-
cent of households subject to this tax earn 
less than $50,000 per year. This is an unneces-
sary hardship being placed on working Amer-
icans. The federal government should not 
punish individuals who cannot afford 
ObamaCare’s costly health insurance plans 
or decide it is not the best course for them. 

For these reasons, I urge you to call your 
representative and senators and ask them to 
vote YES on the conference report for the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, H.R. 1. 
FreedomWorks will count the vote on our 
2017 Congressional Scorecard. The scorecard 
is used to determine eligibility for the 
FreedomFighter Award, which recognizes 
Members of the House and Senate who con-
sistently vote to support economic freedom 
and individual liberty. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE UNION 
OF NIGERIAN FRIENDS 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Union of Nigerian Friends for its 30 
years of service to Forest Hill and the North 
Texas community. 

In 1987, the Union of Nigerian Friends was 
founded in order to provide a safe environ-
ment for dialogue on issues that affect the po-
litical, economic, and social progress for Nige-
rians here in my home state of Texas. Since 
its establishment 30 years ago, the Union of 
Nigerian Friends continues to promote cultural 
awareness and unity among all Nigerians and 
Americans, while serving as a shining exam-
ple of civic engagement for our community. 

The Union of Nigerian Friends takes great 
pride in its active civic participation through its 
numerous community partnerships in the 
areas of business, family recreation and edu-
cation. For their longstanding excellence in 
community engagement Mayor Lyndia Thom-
as of the city of Forest Hill, Texas recognized 
the Union of Nigerian Friends for their suc-
cess. 

I honor the Union of Nigerian Friends 30th 
anniversary celebration. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEAN AND HOWARD 
GILLESPIE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jean and 
Howard Gillespie of Red Oak, Iowa on the 
very special occasion of their 65th wedding 
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary 
on September 20, 2017. 

Jean and Howard’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 65th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 65th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the 
best. 

IN HONOR OF ALEXANDRIA WIN-
NING CLASS 5A WOMEN’S 
VOLLEYBALL STATE TITLE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Alexandria High School for winning the 
Class 5A State Title. 

The Valley Cubs sealed their victory by 
beating Lawrence County High School on No-
vember 2nd at Bill Harris Arena in Birmingham 
in three sets for the Class 5A State Title: 25– 
23, 25–16, 25–13. 

The Head Coach is Whitney Welch and As-
sistant Coaches are Kelli Johnson and Toni 
Hess. Players include: Kendal Bumpus, Madi-
son Chastain, Kinsley Gregoria, Kaitlin Har-
vey, Anna Johnson, Kate Johnson, China 
Lane, Gracie Muncher (All-State Team), Au-
brey Pope (All State Team), Kyleigh Rhodes, 
Taylor Spradley (Class 5A MVP), Kameron 
Simpson, Kayleigh Steen and Mattie Wade 
(All State Team). 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the students and faculty of Alexandria 
High School, the coaches, the players and all 
the Valley Cubs fans on this exciting achieve-
ment. Go Valley Cubs. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, had 
I been present, I would have voted NAY on 
Roll Call No. 697. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NIX LAURIDSEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Nix 
Lauridsen of Des Moines, Iowa, for his induc-
tion into the 2017 Iowa Business Hall of 
Fame. 

The Greater Des Moines Committee found-
ed the Iowa Business Hall of Fame in 1975 to 
honor Iowans who have helped to enhance 
the state’s business climate. Nix is the co- 
founder and chairman of Lauridsen Group, Inc 
which oversees several independent compa-
nies that operate processing plants worldwide. 
Gaining his first experience in the processing 
industry at his father’s rendering plant Boyer 
Valley, Nix’s companies have pioneered the 
development of value-added products from the 
separation of plasma from red cells, as well as 
adding plasma to swine diet that reduced baby 
pig mortality from 10 percent to 2 percent. 
Outside of business, Nix has been a major ad-
vocate for education and the arts in Des 
Moines. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Nix 
on his induction to the 2017 Iowa Business 
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Hall of Fame and commend him for his dedi-
cation to our great state. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating him for 
this outstanding achievement and in wishing 
him nothing but continued success. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD letters from the Retail Industry 
Leaders Association, Dow Chemical Com-
pany, Semiconductor Industry Association, In-
formation Technology Industry Council, Coali-
tion for American Insurance, AT&T, and the 
National Roofing Contractors Association: 

RETAIL INDUSTRY LEADERS 
ASSOCIATION. 

TO MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES CON-
GRESS: The Retail Industry Leaders Associa-
tion (RILA) urges Congress to pass the con-
ference report to H.R. 1, the ‘‘Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act,’’ which is scheduled for floor con-
sideration this week. The bill provides for 
comprehensive tax reform, which is critical 
to growing the economy and improving U.S. 
international competitiveness. It accom-
plishes these goals by doing, among other 
things: immediately reducing the corporate 
tax rate from 35 to 21 percent; replacing our 
current worldwide tax system with a terri-
torial tax system; and modifying individual 
tax rates, with a focus on providing a tax cut 
for middle income taxpayers. 

RILA is the trade association of the 
world’s largest and most innovative retail 
companies. RILA members include more 
than 200 retailers, product manufacturers, 
and service suppliers, which together ac-
count for more than $1.5 trillion in annual 
sales, millions of American jobs, and more 
than 100,000 stores, manufacturing facilities, 
and distribution centers located both domes-
tically and abroad. 

Over 42 million jobs in the United States 
are either in retail or supported by retail, 
making retail America’s largest private sec-
tor employer. With more than $3.8 trillion in 
sales and hundreds of billions paid in wages, 
retail is one of America’s most powerful eco-
nomic engines. In fact, consumer spending 
represents two-thirds of U.S. gross domestic 
product (GDP). 

Despite the retail industry’s prominent 
place in the economy, retailers pay among 
the highest effective tax rates among U.S. 
industries. In 2016, retailers paid an average 
domestic effective tax rate of 34.6 percent. As 
a result, retailers paid $32.5 billion in federal 
taxes, representing 11 percent of the total 
federal corporate income tax paid by all cor-
porate taxpayers. This tax treatment for the 
retail sector stifles job creation, investment, 
and consumer savings for a sector so impor-
tant to our nation’s economy. 

It has been 31 years since the tax code has 
been fundamentally reformed. RILA and its 
member companies urge passage of the con-
ference report to H.R. 1, ‘‘Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act’’ to finalize this once in a generation op-
portunity to reform the tax code to benefit 
the economy and America’s workers, con-
sumers, and businesses. 

DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY. 
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE BRADY: On behalf of 

The Dow Chemical Company, I write to urge 

you to vote in favor of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act. This bill represents a hard-won com-
promise based on constructive dialogue 
among many stakeholders, and it deserves to 
become law. 

Tax reform is critical for American manu-
facturers and our ability to thrive at home 
and compete globally. The legislation before 
you achieves a lower corporate rate and a 
shift to a territorial system—the key compo-
nents of a pro-growth policy that will help 
U.S. manufacturers succeed in an increas-
ingly competitive global environment. 

Over the past 10 years, Dow has invested 
more than $8 billion in the U.S. and Dow is 
prepared to invest an additional $4 billion in 
American manufacturing factories and infra-
structure. This bill, with a focus on U.S. 
growth and competitiveness, will drive fur-
ther investments such as ours, resulting in 
more jobs and strengthening the U.S. manu-
facturing sector, along with the many indus-
tries it supports. 

Passing this bill and enacting the first 
major overhaul of our tax code in a genera-
tion will be a significant accomplishment for 
this Congress. Most importantly, tax reform 
will bolster American businesses of all sizes, 
their employees and the communities they 
call home. 

SEMICONDUCTOR INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION, 
Washington, DC, December 18, 2017. 

Re Semiconductor Industry backs Corporate 
Tax Reform Conference Report. 

The Semiconductor Industry Association 
(SIA), representing U.S. leadership in semi-
conductor manufacturing, design, and re-
search, today announced its support for the 
conference report on H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act. The conference report rec-
onciles differences between tax reform bills 
passed by the House and Senate in recent 
weeks. Votes on the conference report are 
expected this week in both chambers. 

‘‘America’s economic strength and global 
technology leadership depend heavily on cor-
porate tax policy that promotes growth and 
encourages innovation,’’ said John Neuffer, 
president & CEO, Semiconductor Industry 
Association. ‘‘We support the conference re-
port because it includes several important 
provisions that will make U.S. semicon-
ductor companies more globally competitive. 
SIA is particularly pleased that conferees 
largely retained the balanced international 
approach of the Senate bill.’’ 

The conference report includes several 
measures the U.S. semiconductor has long 
supported. These include lowering the cor-
porate rate to a globally competitive level of 
21 percent, modernizing our international 
tax structure, and creating an incentive for 
foreign income from intellectual property 
(IP) held in the U.S. Repeal of the corporate 
Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) also pro-
tects the utility of the R&D tax credit, 
which helps ensure our industry can stay at 
the tip of the technology leadership spear. 

‘‘Semiconductors are one of America’s top 
exports and a key driver of U.S. economic 
strength, national security, and technology 
leadership,’’ said Neuffer. ‘‘This legislation 
modernizes the U.S. tax code and makes the 
United States a more competitive location 
for semiconductor research, design, and man-
ufacturing. We urge the Senate and House to 
pass it and the President to sign it into law 
in short order.’’ 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
INDUSTRY COUNCIL. 

DEAR LEADERS MCCONNELL AND SCHUMER, 
SPEAKER RYAN AND LEADER PELOSI: On be-
half of the over 60 members of the Informa-
tion Technology Industry Council (ITI), I 
write to express our strong support of the 

conference report to the H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act. Given the importance of these 
provisions to the high-tech community, we 
will consider scoring votes in support of final 
passage of the tax reform legislation in our 
115th Congressional Voting Guide. 

ITI has long advocated for tax reform that 
builds a more competitive economy and 
incentivizes innovation. We are pleased to 
see that this critical legislation includes a 
permanent, competitive corporate rate, 
moves to a territorial system and creates 
powerful incentives for innovation including 
a permanent Research and Development 
Credit, and a tax incentive for income made 
abroad on intellectual property held in the 
United States. 

Updating the over 30-year-old U.S. tax code 
is an essential step towards a more rational 
system for the nation. Adopting a territorial 
tax system where profits are taxed where 
they occur is essential to aligning the US 
system with the rest of the world. Similarly 
lowering the corporate rate, from one the 
highest statutory rates in the developed 
world, will make the United States more 
competitive in the global arena. Critically 
for our sector, the law will help ensure the 
United States remains the global leader in 
innovative technologies by providing incen-
tives for the development and retention of 
intellectual property. 

On behalf of ITI’s member companies, we 
urge members of the House and Senate to 
support the final conference report to the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 

COALITION FOR AMERICAN INSURANCE, 
Washington, DC, December 18, 2017. 

Re we support the Tax Cut and Jobs Act. 
LEGISLATION ESTABLISHES LEVEL PLAYING 

FIELD FOR ALL INSURERS IN U.S. 
The Coalition for American Insurance 

strongly supports the final version of the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. The historic legisla-
tion includes a significant reform that will 
ensure more equal tax treatment for U.S. 
based insurers and consumers by addressing 
a longstanding loophole that allowed foreign 
insurance companies to move their U.S.-gen-
erated insurance profits abroad to avoid tax. 

‘‘With this agreement, Congress has made 
good on its promise to create U.S. jobs and 
to keep American companies competitive in 
the global marketplace. Importantly, the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act helps to close the tax 
haven loophole in the current tax code that 
unfairly rewarded the transfer of profits and 
jobs overseas. Now, with the inclusion of the 
Base Erosion and Anti-Abuse Tax (BEAT) to 
impede the offshoring of profits by foreign 
companies to tax havens, all insurers oper-
ating in the U.S. market will do so on the 
most level playing field in decades. 

‘‘The BEAT is not discriminatory. Instead, 
it ensures that all companies doing business 
in the United States will pay U.S. taxes on 
that business. This is an important reform 
that will help maintain a thriving American- 
based insurance industry and enhance 
choices for all consumers. 

‘‘We strongly urge members of the House 
and Senate to approve the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act so that this bill can be signed into law 
this year.’’ 

AT&T. 
AT&T remains committed to invest an ad-

ditional $1 billion in the United States in 
2018 if the bill proposed by the House and 
Senate conference committee is passed into 
law. 

NATIONAL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION. 

The National Roofing Contractors Associa-
tion (NRCA) supports the conference report 
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for the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (H.R. 1). NRCA 
has long supported pro-growth tax reform 
that lowers rates for all types of employers 
and better enables roofing industry entre-
preneurs to grow their businesses and create 
more high paying, family-sustaining jobs. 
We believe the final version of H.R. 1 will in-
crease incentives for productive investment 
in our industry and ultimately expand eco-
nomic growth in the U.S. 

Established in 1886, NRCA is one of the na-
tion’s oldest trade associations and the voice 
of professional roofing contractors world-
wide. NRCA’s 3,600 member companies rep-
resent all segments of the roofing industry, 
including contractors, manufacturers, dis-
tributors, consultants and other industry 
employers in all 50 states. NRCA members 
are typically small, privately held compa-
nies, but our membership includes businesses 
of all sizes. During peak season, the average 
member employs 45 people. 

NRCA applauds your leadership in advanc-
ing tax reform through the House and Sen-
ate. We are pleased to see that the final bill 
provides lower tax rates for both corpora-
tions and businesses structured as pass-
through entities; expands expensing capabili-
ties for qualifying property, including com-
mercial roofs; doubles the death tax exemp-
tion; and improves accounting methods for 
small businesses, among other provisions. 
We are especially pleased to see progress 
made on improving the new tax credit for 
passthrough employers and ensuring that 
family-owned businesses that utilize trusts 
are not excluded from benefiting from tax re-
form. 

Again, NRCA supports the conference re-
port on H.R. 1 and commends you for your 
leadership in advancing tax reform that will 
strengthen the roofing industry. We urge 
members of the House and Senate to approve 
this legislation so it may be signed into law 
by the president. Thank you for your consid-
eration of NRCA’s view on this crucial legis-
lation. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
raise awareness of an important issue facing 
our nation and community: the rise of human 
trafficking. 

The United States was founded on basic 
notions of human rights: that all people are 
born with an inalienable right to freedom, lib-
erty and self-determination. Human trafficking 
is a crime against a person whereby through 
exploitation an individual is compelled to work 
or engage in a commercial sex act through 
force, fraud, or coercion, thereby being 
stripped of his/her fundamental human rights. 

Human trafficking is a form of modern-day 
slavery in which traffickers target vulnerable 
populations, including men, women, children, 
citizens and non-citizens, forcing them into 
servitude and/or the sex trade. Traffickers typi-
cally use multiple means to control their vic-
tims, including: beatings, rape, isolation, drug 
and/or alcohol dependency, document with-
holding, and psychological and emotional 
abuse. 

The International Labor Organization esti-
mates that globally there are 20.9 million vic-

tims of trafficking. Nationally, the criminal en-
terprise of human trafficking is second only to 
the illegal drug trade, in terms of the speed of 
its growth and being among the most lucrative 
international crimes. 

Human trafficking has been reported in all 
50 states and reported cases of trafficking in-
crease each year, with 7,621 cases reported 
and 26,727 calls made to the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline in 2016. Sadly, the State of 
Florida consistently ranks third in the number 
of calls made to the National Human Traf-
ficking Hotline. In 2016, Florida, with 550 
cases reported, had the third highest number 
of human trafficking cases in the country. 

Human trafficking is a crime that impacts 
Pasco County, Florida. Through the Pasco 
County Commission on Human Trafficking, our 
local community unites to combat this modern- 
day slavery, bringing together nonprofits, gov-
ernment and non-government organizations, 
private sector businesses to aid in the preven-
tion, prosecution, education and awareness ef-
forts needed to restore freedom and dignity to 
survivors. 

Just last month, my responsibilities on the 
Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology allowed me 
to question experts on the human trafficking 
crisis and the growing usage of the Internet to 
facilitate illegal activities as well as combatting 
criminals. At that hearing, my colleague even 
told a harrowing story of how his own daugh-
ter was nearly kidnapped while traveling over-
seas. I fully hope that these exchanges not 
only shed a light on human trafficking, but pro-
vide more ammunition for law enforcement to 
save people from their captivity. 

More awareness, education, and advocacy 
is needed, as it is crucial to eradicating human 
trafficking in our local communities, state, and 
nation. To this end, January is declared as 
National Slavery and Human Trafficking Pre-
vention Month and January 11th is declared 
as National Human Trafficking Awareness 
Day. Every community and every individual is 
needed to fight human trafficking wherever it 
exists. Let us declare as one that slavery has 
no place in our world, and let us finally restore 
to all people the most basic rights of freedom, 
dignity, and justice. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARSHA AND MIKE 
FISHER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Marsha 
and Mike Fisher of Adel, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They celebrated their anniversary on 
November 25th, 2017. 

Marsha and Mike’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 

many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

WWI CHRISTMAS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the sounds 
of rifles firing and shells exploding faded into 
silence along the Western Front. It was De-
cember 25, 1914, five months into the first 
World War. 

As dawn approached, German soldiers 
slipped from their trenches and made their 
way to no-mans-land, calling out Merry Christ-
mas in the Allies language. The allies raised 
their weapons, fearing it was a trick. 

But upon seeing the enemy unarmed, the 
soldiers climbed out of their trenches, and 
began shaking hands with their foe. The men 
exchanged small gifts: cigarettes, beer and 
plum pudding, and sang carols and songs. 
Others used the break in war to collect their 
war dead, heroes of the war. 

The war would eventually claim 15 million 
lives. Mr. Speaker, this is one of the last ex-
amples of chivalry between enemies in war-
fare. For those few fleeting moments, there 
was ‘‘Peace on Earth and goodwill to men’’. 

Not even a World War can destroy the 
Christmas Spirit. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

INTEREST DISALLOWANCE AND 
THE AGRICULTURAL EXCEPTION 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
that today Congress is moving to reform the 
country’s tax code and will thereby create a 
tremendous economic engine that will produce 
major job expansion and economic growth. 
But with any piece of large legislation, there 
are inevitable refinements that can be made. 
If we do move a technical corrections bill next 
year, I am hopeful that we will address one 
aspect of the interest disallowance contained 
in the current bill. I am concerned that there 
are agricultural companies in North Carolina 
that will face challenges unless this matter is 
addressed, and a minor definitional correction 
will address this situation. The farming excep-
tion included in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is 
limited to small companies growing crops and 
does not currently include the interdependent 
farming businesses which support them in 
processing and packing their crops. I believe 
that the agricultural exception should be ex-
panded to address companies that also proc-
ess and prepare crops, in addition to those 
that grow crops. This minor change would rec-
ognize a unique and necessary sector of the 
farming industry, and I look forward to working 
with my colleagues on this important issue 
going forward. 
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 

TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD letters from Heritage Action, 
American Action Network, SBE Council, and 
Americans for Prosperity: 

AMERICANS FOR PROSPERITY. 
LETTER NO. 1 

AFP: HISTORIC TAX REFORM AGREEMENT 
WILL UNLEASH ECONOMIC GROWTH AND 
PROSPERITY 
ARLINGTON, VA.—Americans for Prosperity 

today cheered the final version of the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act released by the tax reform 
conference committee. The organization 
commended lawmakers for crafting a bill 
that remains true to the principles of the 
Unified Framework and advances the ulti-
mate goal of unrigging the economy for 
hardworking Americans. 

In praising the package, the group is point-
ing out that it would provide tax relief for 
individuals at every income bracket, make 
U.S. businesses significantly more competi-
tive by lowering the corporate tax rate from 
35 percent to 21 percent, and includes efforts 
to simplify and ease the burden of tax com-
pliance. In addition, the tax plan includes 
provisions long championed by AFP, such as 
repealing Obamacare’s unpopular individual 
mandate. 

Americans for Prosperity President Tim 
Phillips issued the following statement: 
‘‘This final tax reform plan delivers relief to 
the working class while unleashing oppor-
tunity and growth for America’s small busi-
ness owners and job creators. All year, we’ve 
been calling on Congress to go bold and focus 
on making this pro-growth. We think they’ve 
done that. Although not perfect, the House 
and the Senate should be commended for 
their diligent work to significantly improve 
our broken system, and the Trump White 
House deserves credit for its relentless focus 
on getting tax reform done this year. 

‘‘Lawmakers now face a historic moment— 
a once-in-a-generation opportunity to over-
haul our nation’s broken tax code in order to 
create jobs, increase wages, fuel the econ-
omy and unleash U.S. investment, which will 
usher in a new era of American innovation. 
We urge all members of Congress to embrace 
this historic plan and fulfill their promise to 
create a simpler, fairer and more competi-
tive tax code by sending it to the president’s 
desk this year.’’ 

LETTER NO. 2 
AFP KEY VOTE: YES VOTE ON THE TAX CUTS 

AND JOBS ACT 
DEAR SENATORS: On behalf of more than 3.2 

million Americans for Prosperity activists in 
all 50 states, I urge a YES vote on the Senate 
version of The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. This 
tax reform package will deliver a fairer, flat-
ter, and simpler tax code that will lead to 
stronger economic growth, more job cre-
ation, and higher wages. Lawmakers should 
not miss this once-in-a-generation oppor-
tunity. 

We urge you to vote YES on the Senate 
version of The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Amer-
icans for Prosperity will include this vote in 
our congressional scorecard. This com-
prehensive tax reform plan will bring tax re-
lief to middle-class households and busi-
nesses across the country. Americans would 
see individual tax rates fall from the current 

rate of 22.5 percent to 22 percent; 25 percent 
to 24 percent; and 32.5 rate to 32 percent. 
They would also benefit from an expanded 
standard deduction and repealing the Alter-
native Minimum Tax. Businesses would see 
the corporate tax rate fall to 20 percent per-
manently as well as improvements in the 
structure of our punishing international tax 
system. Meanwhile, small businesses—the 
economy’s top job creators—would also see 
welcome tax relief. 

Americans have suffered under an unfair, 
complex, and burdensome tax code which 
pits the least fortunate against the well-con-
nected for far too long. It’s encouraging to 
see lawmakers follow through on their com-
mitment to the American people to overhaul 
the tax code and make it work better for ev-
eryday Americans. This vote will inform our 
engagement on the grassroots level in law-
makers’ districts. 

We urge you to vote YES on the Senate 
version of The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Amer-
icans for Prosperity will include this vote in 
our congressional scorecard. 

SBE COUNCIL. 
SBE COUNCIL STATEMENT ON TAX REFORM 

CONFERENCE REPORT: A SOLID BILL THAT 
SUPPORTS STRONG ECONOMIC GROWTH AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
WASHINGTON, DC.—Small Business & En-

trepreneurship Council (SBE Council) presi-
dent & CEO Karen Kerrigan issued the fol-
lowing statement about the ‘‘Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act’’ conference report unveiled today: 

‘‘The conference report is a solid bill that 
will enable strong and sustainable economic 
growth, which is critical to healthy entre-
preneurship and small business growth. It is 
vitally important that this tax package be 
signed into law this year to fuel the opti-
mism and confidence that is strengthening 
our economy and bolstering investment, 
which is key to higher wage growth and 
more opportunity in areas of the country 
that have never recovered from the great re-
cession. 

‘‘We appreciate the efforts of the con-
ference committee, especially as it relates to 
keeping entrepreneurs, their workforce and 
the dreamers who want to start businesses at 
the center of tax reform. We urge the House 
and Senate to quickly pass the legislation so 
it can be signed by President Trump this 
year.’’ 

AMERICAN ACTION NETWORK. 
AMERICAN ACTION NETWORK STATEMENT ON 

TAX CONFERENCE AGREEMENT 
CONGRESS ON THE VERGE OF DELIVERING HIS-

TORIC, ONCE-IN-A-GENERATION TAX REFORM 
TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
WASHINGTON.—Following the House and 

Senate’s announcement of a conference 
agreement on tax reform, American Action 
Network (@AAN) Executive Director Corry 
Bliss issued the following statement: 

‘‘House and Senate leadership should be 
commended for their work, and today’s 
progress, toward making meaningful tax re-
form a reality for working families across 
the country. Congress is on the verge of de-
livering historic, once-in-a-generation tax 
reform to the American people, and this is 
an opportunity that cannot be wasted. Right 
now, too many families are living paycheck- 
to-paycheck, struggling to make ends meet 
because of an archaic and unfair tax code. 
The plan presented by Congress today will 
expand economic opportunity for all Ameri-
cans by unleashing more jobs, lower taxes 
and a fairer playing field for businesses. 
Now, it is up to the House and Senate to 
quickly bring the legislation forward for a 
vote, and send it to the President’s desk to 
become law before Christmas.’’ 

AAN has been the highest spending outside 
group in the effort to pass meaningful tax re-
form, and launched the Middle-Class Growth 
Initiative in August to promote pro-growth 
tax reform passage. The multi-pronged ef-
fort, now totaling over $24 million, has in-
cluded advertising on television, radio, dig-
ital, direct mail, and mobile billboards in 
over 60 congressional districts across the 
country. 

HERITAGE ACTION. 
‘‘YES’’ ON CONFERENCE REPORT FOR THE TAX 

CUTS AND JOBS ACT (H.R. 1) 
DECEMBER 18, 2017.—This week, the House 

and Senate will vote on the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act (H.R. 1), the most significant tax 
reform and tax cut legislative initiative 
since the 1986 tax reform package passed 
under President Ronald Reagan. The bill 
would make sweeping changes to the indi-
vidual and corporate codes, and eliminate 
Obamacare’s individual mandate penalty. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act Conference re-
port would unleash economic growth, in-
crease wages for American workers, create 
new jobs, and provide tax relief to all Ameri-
cans including the middle and working class-
es, main street businesses, and U.S. corpora-
tions. It accomplishes this by 1) cutting the 
corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 21 per-
cent, 2) allowing pass-through businesses to 
deduct 20 percent of taxable income, 3) per-
mitting full and immediate expensing of new 
and capital equipment for five years, 4) mov-
ing toward a territorial tax system that 
incentivizes foreign investment here in 
America, 5) lowering marginal tax rates for 
all Americans, 6) doubling the standard de-
duction, and 7) providing substantial relief 
from the death tax. 

According to Heritage Foundation re-
search, the GOP tax reform bill could in-
crease long-run gross domestic product 
(GDP) by almost 3 percent, translating into 
an increase of $4,000 per household. The Tax 
Foundation estimates, if enacted perma-
nently, the tax plan will increase wages by 
3.3 percent and create roughly 1.6 million 
new full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs. This is 
exactly the kind of economic growth our 
country needs and what congressional Re-
publicans and President Trump promised on 
the campaign trail. Two important provi-
sions contained in the tax plan is the near 
elimination of the state and local tax 
(SALT) deduction and the full elimination of 
the Obamacare individual mandate tax pen-
alty. Eliminating the SALT deduction ends 
the practice of federal taxpayers subsidizing 
liberal state governments, which will put 
pressure on state and local governments to 
be more fiscally responsible. In fact, New 
Jersey Senate President Steve Sweeney said 
‘‘We’re going to have to re-evaluate every-
thing’’ if the bill becomes law. Like the 
House bill, the Senate bill allows for a $10,000 
deduction for property tax. Eliminating the 
individual mandate provides tax relief to 
working class Americans who can’t afford 
expensive Obamacare insurance plans. Addi-
tionally, both provisions raise significant 
revenue needed to lower marginal tax rates 
under Senate budget reconciliation rules. 

It’s been far too long since Congress made 
lasting positive changes to the U.S. tax 
code—three decades in fact. Since that time, 
our convoluted 74,000-page tax code has sup-
pressed American entrepreneurship, driven 
companies and jobs overseas, and made it 
harder and harder for American families to 
leave a better life for their children. Mem-
bers of Congress justifiably concerned about 
the national debt should look to cut federal 
spending to balance the budget, not con-
fiscate hard-earned income from individuals 
or punish profitable businesses. Congress 
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cannot tax the American people into eco-
nomic prosperity nor can it raise enough rev-
enue to balance the budget if it continues to 
spend nearly $4 trillion a year. 

Adam Michel, Policy Analyst in the Thom-
as A. Roe Institute at The Heritage Founda-
tion explains: 

‘‘Holding pro-growth tax reform hostage 
over the deficit unwittingly makes fiscally 
responsible spending reforms harder. The 
deficit cannot be eliminated with tax in-
creases. The notion that we can tax our way 
out of trouble denies the fundamental prob-
lem: The deficit is driven by uncontrolled 
spending. Tax reform that grows the econ-
omy can also ease the burden of paying down 
the debt. Robust economic growth is a nec-
essary component of managing our debt. 
Pro-growth tax reform that allows for a larg-
er and more robust economy means our debt 
relative to our output shrinks and makes the 
necessary spending reforms easier.’’ 

Due to the self-imposed $1.5 trillion deficit 
tax cut box Senate Republicans elected to 
put themselves in, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
is not as robust as tax reform should be 
under a unified Republican government, but 
it certainly is what President Reagan would 
call ‘‘half a loaf.’’ While Congress cannot tax 
the country into prosperity, it can and 
should deliver meaningful tax reform that 
spurs sustainable, long-term economic 
growth. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is a 
strong step toward that end. The time for 
pro-growth tax reform is now. 

*** Heritage Action supports the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act and will include it as a key 
vote on our legislative scorecard. *** 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE VICTIMS 
OF CYBER ABUSE 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of Kati Milberg-Pavek in recognition of 
and in shared grief for the indefensible cyber 
abuse she faced following the deaths of her 
daughter and two nieces: Clara Diana Pavek, 
Lydia Marie Milberg and Laynie Jo Amos. On 
December 12, 2013, a terrible tragedy took 
the lives of three wonderful children. I was fur-
ther saddened and disturbed by the 
unprovoked comments and harassment that 
the victims and their families subsequently 
faced on social media, as well as local news 
outlets and publications. 

As First Lady to the United States of Amer-
ica, Melania Trump has declared a campaign 
against cyber-bullying and reckless abuse, 
and like her I rise to condemn the hatred by 
these reckless individuals. Though my words 
can never reverse the awful heartbreak Ms. 
Milberg-Pavek and her family have suffered, I 
hope that by speaking out against victims’ 
abuse, we can encourage those in control of 
online platforms to play a more active role in 
monitoring these hateful attacks, especially 
when innocent children are involved. No one 
should have to endure these types of spiteful 
on-line comments in the wake of a loss again, 
and I stand with those who actively seek to 
provide solutions for this growing problem. My 
deepest sympathies are with Ms. Milberg- 
Pavek and her family. 

HONORING MR. JOHN F. 
TRENTACOSTA 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor John Trentacosta upon his 
retirement as President and CEO of Newtown 
Savings Bank in Newtown, Connecticut. For 
the past nineteen years, John has provided 
experienced and insightful leadership at New-
town Savings Bank, and his contributions have 
been crucial to guiding the institution through 
both successful and challenging economies. 

John is a native of Bronx, New York, and 
completed his undergraduate degree at Man-
hattan College before going on to earn his 
Master of Business Administration at Iona Col-
lege. He began working in finance in New 
York before moving with his wife Linda to 
Connecticut in 1988. Throughout his long and 
successful career in the financial industry, 
John has served in a number of leadership 
roles, such as Chief Financial Officer, for a va-
riety of institutions. Following a decade of 
working at the Bank of New Haven, John 
joined Newtown Savings Bank in 1998, and 
became President in 2003 and CEO in 2009. 
His experience and leadership have been in-
strumental in continuing the organization’s 
success for the future. 

In addition to his successful career, John 
has shared his time and expertise with a num-
ber of community and professional organiza-
tions in Connecticut. He currently serves on 
the Western Connecticut State University 
Foundation Board, and has previously been 
Director of Habitat for Humanity of New Haven 
and Chairperson of the Newtown Rotary Golf 
Fundraiser Event. John has also served as a 
board member of the Connecticut Society of 
CPA’s Educational Trust Fund, a member of 
the Connecticut Community Bankers Associa-
tion’s Executive Committee, and a member of 
the Greater Danbury Chamber of Commerce 
board. 

Mr. Speaker, in his nineteen years of lead-
ership at Newtown Savings Bank, John 
Trentacosta has been a successful leader in 
Connecticut’s financial services industry, and 
he has also been a true partner to our com-
munity. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that 
we honor him here today. 

f 

DOT MILLER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Dot Miller for being hon-
ored as a ‘‘7Everyday Hero’’ by KMGH Chan-
nel 7 for her outstanding service to the com-
munity. 

Dot is the former President of the Arvada 
Chamber of Commerce. During her leadership 
the Chamber grew from 450 members to more 
than 700 members. During that time, she also 
helped educate Arvada businesses and de-
velop future leaders by exposing students to 
the workforce. 

In 2011, Dot created the Jefferson County 
Business Education Alliance (JCBEA) which 

partners business owners and students with 
educational opportunities such as internships 
and job shadowing opportunities. One of the 
signature programs of the JCBEA is the Ca-
reer Readiness Program which brings together 
teachers, administrators and business leaders 
in the community to help students in the class-
room. This program is a course made up of 
six modules where students learn various 
skills ranging from work ethic and customer 
service to financial responsibility. In addition, 
students learn interview skills and how to write 
resumes. The JCBEA also provides workforce- 
ready training by conducting mock interviews 
between students and business leaders in the 
community. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Dot 
Miller for receiving this well-deserved honor as 
a ‘‘7Everyday Hero’’. Her positive impact on 
the community will be felt for many years to 
come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, De-
cember 18, 2017, I missed the following votes 
and was not recorded. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 685, 
YEA on Roll Call No. 686, and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 687. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DONNA AND RON 
MARTIN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Donna 
and Ron Martin of Greenfield, Iowa on the 
very special occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary 
on October 28, 2017. 

Donna and Ron’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the 
best. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD letters from Ford Motor Com-
pany, MetLife, Coalition Letter, Americans for 
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Tax Reform, National Taxpayers Union, and a 
letter signed by National Taxpayers Union, 60 
Plus Association, ALEC Action, American Ac-
tion Network, American Commitment, Amer-
ican Conservative Union, Americans for a 
Strong Economy, Americans for Tax Reform, 
Association of Mature American Citizens 
(AMAC), Campaign for Liberty, Center for 
Freedom and Prosperity, Center for Individual 
Freedom, Center for Worker Freedom, Club 
for Growth, Consumer Action for a Strong 
Economy (CASE), Council for Citizens Against 
Government Waste, Digital Liberty, Faith & 
Freedom Coalition, Family Business Coalition, 
Freedom Foundation of Minnesota, 
FreedomWorks, Heritage Action for America, 
Hispanic Leadership Fund, Independent Wom-
en’s Voice, Institute for a Policy Innovation, In-
vest in Education Coalition, The James Madi-
son Institute, The John K. Maclver Institute for 
Public Policy, Middle Class Growth Initiative, 
Niskanen Center, Property Rights Alliance, Rio 
Grande Foundation, Small Business & Entre-
preneurship Council, Taxpayers Protection Al-
liance, Tea Party Patriots Citizens Fund, and 
Women for Trump: 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY. 
As an American automaker with more 

than 85,000 U.S. employees, we applaud your 
strong commitment to producing tax reform 
that we believe will help support continued 
investment in American manufacturing and 
the good-paying jobs it supports. 

Over the last five years, Ford has invested 
more than $12 billion in its U.S. factories. We 
have more U.S. hourly employees and 
produce more vehicles in the U.S. than any 
other automaker. We also continue to ex-
pand our ranks of high-tech engineering, re-
search and IT jobs in the U.S. and each year, 
we invest nearly $7 billion in research and 
development, the vast majority of which is 
conducted in the United States. We believe 
these investments will not only enhance our 
products today, but lead to the innovation 
that transforms the future of transportation. 

Your collective work and perseverance in 
driving tax reform is critical to America’s 
continued leadership in today’s globally 
competitive marketplace. We urge you to 
quickly pass this proposal and seize this 
generational opportunity to make tax re-
form a reality. 

METLIFE. 
‘‘MetLife has been on the record since Sep-

tember in support of pro-growth tax reform. 
We argued that companies should set aside 
narrow self-interest and support any tax 
package that boosts growth and jobs. The 
conference report on the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act of 2017 meets that test and we urge its 
enactment.’’ 

COALITION LETTER. 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations 

and our millions of members from across the 
country, we write in support of the Con-
ference Report to H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act (TCJA). With passage of this his-
toric legislation, Congress will finally de-
liver on the promise of fundamental tax re-
form. TCJA will encourage economic growth, 
simplify the tax code, and provide American 
families and individuals with much-needed 
tax relief. 

On the individual side of the code, it will 
provide immediate financial benefits to 
American households by cutting rates across 
the board, doubling the standard deduction, 
and expanding the child tax credit. It will 
simplify the tax code so that more than 90 
percent of filers will be able to avoid the 
complicated and burdensome process of 
itemization. 

For businesses, the TCJA drops the cor-
porate rate from 35 percent to a far more 
competitive 21 percent, which is below the 
average for industrialized nations. Corpora-
tions and small businesses alike would see 
lower rates and reduced burdens. It also cre-
ates a modern, territorial system of taxation 
that ends the competitive disadvantage that 
U.S. businesses face internationally. These 
changes will encourage more entrepreneur-
ship, increase wages, create jobs, and lead to 
more investment in the domestic economy. 

With these changes and more, lawmakers 
are casting a vision for the future of this 
country; one that empowers individuals, 
families and businesses to invest and succeed 
in the American dream. 

The Conference Report to H.R. 1 is a pro- 
growth, pro-family, and pro-worker legisla-
tive proposal. We encourage all Members of 
Congress to support its passage. 

Pete Sepp, National Taxpayers Union, 
James L. Martin, 60 Plus Association, Lisa 
B. Nelson, ALEC Action, Corry Bliss, Amer-
ican Action Network, Phil Kerpen, American 
Commitment, Daniel Schneider, American 
Conservative Union, Tom Giovanetti, Ameri-
cans for a Strong Economy, Grover Norquist, 
Americans for Tax Reform, Dan Weber, Asso-
ciation of Mature American Citizens 
(AMAC). 

Norm Singleton, Campaign for Liberty, 
Andrew F. Quinlan, Center for Freedom and 
Prosperity, Jeffrey Mazzella, Center for Indi-
vidual Freedom, Olivia Grady, Center for 
Worker Freedom, David McIntosh, Club for 
Growth, Matthew Kandrach, Consumer Ac-
tion for a Strong Economy (CASE), Tom 
Schatz, Council for Citizens Against Govern-
ment Waste, Katie McAuliffe, Digital Lib-
erty, Timothy Head, Faith & Freedom Coali-
tion, Alex Ayers, Family Business Coalition. 

Annette Meeks, Freedom Foundation of 
Minnesota, Jason Pye, FreedomWorks, Mi-
chael A. Needham, Heritage Action for 
America, Mario Lopez, Hispanic Leadership 
Fund, Heather R. Higgins, Independent Wom-
en’s Voice, Tom Giovanetti, Institute for a 
Policy Innovation, Thomas W. Carroll, In-
vest in Education Coalition, J. Robert 
McClure, The James Madison Institute, 
Brett Healy, The John K. Maclver Institute 
for Public Policy. 

Michael Steel, Middle Class Growth Initia-
tive, Jerry Taylor, Niskanen Center, Lorenzo 
Montanari, Property Rights Alliance, Paul 
Gessing, Rio Grande Foundation, Karen 
Kerrigan, Small Business & Entrepreneur-
ship Council, David Williams, Taxpayers 
Protection Alliance, Jenny Beth Martin, Tea 
Party Patriots Citizens Fund, Amy Kremer, 
Women for Trump. 

AMERICANS FOR TAX REFORM. 
LETTER NO. 2 

NORQUIST STATEMENT ON CONFERENCE 
REPORT FOR TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

‘‘A floor wax AND a delicious dessert top-
ping that will create millions of American 
jobs and simplify and lower taxes on Ameri-
cans’’ 

ATR president Grover Norquist praised the 
conference report for Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
as follows: 

‘‘In December 1975 Saturday Night Live un-
veiled ‘‘Shimmer’’ which was a floor wax 
AND a dessert topping. [See the video here] 

‘‘Today in December 2017 Republicans will 
enact the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. The bill is 
a floor wax and a delicious dessert topping: 
it will create millions of American jobs AND 
simplify and lower taxes on Americans. 

‘‘It reduces taxes on American corpora-
tions AND small businesses. 

‘‘It simplifies the tax code so most Ameri-
cans can file on a postcard AND offers tax re-
lief for Americans at every income level. 

‘‘It will increase take-home pay AND grow 
the economy. 

‘‘It will end the Obamacare mandate tax 
paid by millions of Americans—80% of whom 
earn less than $50,000—AND it will free up oil 
in Alaska.’’ 

LETTER NO. 2 
KEY VOTE: ATR URGES ‘‘YES’’ VOTE ON CON-

FERENCE REPORT TO H.R. 1, THE TAX CUTS 
AND JOBS ACT 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act will create mil-

lions of American jobs and higher wages 
AND simplify and lower taxes on Americans 
at every income level. 

ATR Urges a YES vote. 
Later this week, members of the House and 

Senate will vote on the conference report to 
H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. ATR 
urges a YES vote on this pro-growth, pro- 
family legislation. 

This legislation offers tax reduction and 
simplification for families, individuals, 
small businesses, and corporations. Over the 
next decade, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act re-
duces taxes by $5.5 trillion and eliminates $4 
trillion worth of distortionary credits and 
deductions. 

H.R. 1 simplifies the tax code so most 
Americans can file on a postcard and offers 
tax relief for Americans at every income 
level. Under this plan, a family of four with 
the nationwide median income of $73,000 will 
receive a tax cut of $2,059. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act will also grow 
the economy leading to increased take-home 
pay and the creation of new or better jobs for 
families across the country. 

In addition, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
ends the Obamacare mandate tax paid by 
millions of Americans—80% of whom earn 
less than $50,000—and allows responsible pro-
duction of oil in Alaska. 

By voting YES on the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, members of the House and Senate have 
a rare opportunity to reform the broken tax 
code and offer relief to families and busi-
nesses across the country. All Senators and 
Congressmen should vote for H.R. 1. 

NATIONAL TAXPAYERS UNION. 

NATIONAL TAXPAYERS UNION VOTE ALERT 

NTU strongly urges all Members of Con-
gress to vote ‘‘YES’’ on the Conference Re-
port to H.R. 1, the ‘‘Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.’’ 
This legislation would overhaul our nation’s 
broken tax code, stimulate economic growth, 
and provide struggling American families 
with much-needed tax relief. Tax reform is 
our nation’s highest fiscal priority. For too 
long, our tax code has held back our econ-
omy and placed a heavy burden on American 
workers and job creators. H.R. 1 will make 
U.S. businesses significantly more competi-
tive by lowering the corporate tax rate from 
35 percent to 21 percent, shifting to a terri-
torial system of taxation, and incentivizing 
capital investment into the economy. All of 
these changes will benefit American workers 
from across the economic spectrum by in-
creasing wages and creating new jobs. 

Additionally, H.R. 1 will ease the burden of 
taxation by doubling the standard deduction 
so that over 90 percent of filers can avoid the 
complicated process of itemization. It will 
provide immediate benefits to families via a 
100 percent increase in the child tax credit 
and lower rates on taxable income across the 
board. Under H.R. 1, a typical family of four 
will be able to earn just over $56,000 before 
having to pay a penny in federal income 
taxes, expanding what is known as the ‘‘zero 
percent tax bracket.’’ Americans need tax re-
form and tax relief. H.R. 1 delivers on both 
counts. 

Roll call votes on H.R. 1 will be heavily 
weighted in our annual Rating of Congress 
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and a ‘‘YES’’ vote will be considered the pro- 
taxpayer position. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CAPTAIN JOHN 
LUNA ON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE GRAPEVINE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate Captain John 
Luna on his well-earned retirement from the 
Grapevine Police Department in Grapevine, 
Texas, after thirty-two years of dedicated serv-
ice as a law enforcement officer. 

John’s esteemed career began when he 
joined the police department of San Marcos, 
Texas, in 1985. John’s service to the City of 
San Marcos continued for over ten years 
when, in 1996, he began his career with the 
City of Grapevine. 

Since joining the department, John has hon-
orably served his community and built a rep-
utation as a hardworking and respected offi-
cer. Throughout his career in Grapevine, John 
received 29 letters of commendation, recog-
nizing his professionalism and service to the 
community. He has served as a Field Training 
Officer, Police Instructor, Detective, Grapevine 
SWAT Team Hostage Negotiator, Honor 
Guard Member, and a Public Information Offi-
cer. 

John’s dedication as a public servant is ap-
parent in his pursuit of continued education 
and trainings to help provide a better service 
to his community. He completed his basic, in-
termediate, advanced, and master’s police 
certifications, accumulating over 3,968 hours 
of police in-service trainings. Furthermore, 
John is a 2009 graduate of the 236th session 
of the F.B.I. National Academy, which is a pro-
fessional course of study for U.S. and inter-
national law enforcement managers who are 
nominated by their agency heads because of 
demonstrated leadership qualities. 

John’s contributions to the law enforcement 
operations in the City of Grapevine have 
helped to ensure countless officers have been 
superbly trained and prepared for the chal-
lenges they face in their everyday duties as 
police officers. His legacy will leave a lasting 
mark on the City of Grapevine and the Grape-
vine Police Department for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the exceptional efforts John has contributed to 
the City of Grapevine. I ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing 
Captain John Luna and his many years of 
service and wishing him the best in his retire-
ment. 

f 

HONORING THE MESSIAH COLLEGE 
MEN’S SOCCER TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE NCAA DIVISION III NA-
TIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I extend 
sincere congratulations to the Messiah College 

Men’s Soccer Team for winning the NCAA Di-
vision III National Championship. This is the 
11th time the Messiah Falcons earned the 
title, ‘‘National Champions.’’ 

The Falcons defeated the North Park Vi-
kings in a 2–1 victory on December 2, 2017. 
The win completed a 24–2 campaign for the 
Falcons that matched their team record for 
single-season wins, while also making Mes-
siah 11–for–11 in title game appearances. 

The dedication and perseverance of these 
student athletes should inspire everyone. I ex-
tend my congratulations as well to head coach 
Brad McCarty, and the school officials, family 
and friends who supported these young men 
on their incredible journey. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late the Messiah College Men’s Soccer Team 
on the hard work and determination that led to 
their National Championship. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VICKIE AND GENE 
PEEL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Vickie 
and Gene Peel of Perry, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They celebrated their anniversary on 
November 25th, 2017. 

Vickie and Gene’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

ST. FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI 
(MOTHER CABRINI) 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life and missionary 
work of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini (Mother 
Cabrini) and commemorate the 100th anniver-
sary of her passing. 

Mother Cabrini came to Denver, Colorado in 
1902 to help Italian Immigrants who worked in 
the mines and on the railroad. She opened the 
Queen of Heaven Orphanage to care for girls 
ages 2 through 15 at 48th & Federal Blvd. 
which remained open from 1905 to 1967. 
Mother Cabrini believed the girls in the or-
phanage would benefit from trips out of the 
city so she purchased 900 acres of land in 
Mount Vernon Canyon to serve as a summer 
camp for the girls from the Queen of Heaven 
Orphanage. The summer camp in Mount 

Vernon Canyon was said to have no source of 
water on the property. Mother Cabrini told her 
Sisters who accompanied her to foothills, 
‘‘move that rock and you will find water clean 
enough to drink.’’ The spring of water from 
that location still flows today. Many have given 
testimony to the water’s impact in helping their 
suffering and ailments. 

Mother Cabrini was canonized America’s 
first citizen saint in 1946 and was also named 
the Patroness of Immigrants. In total, she 
opened 67 schools, orphanages and hospitals 
in her relatively short lifetime. The Missionary 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the reli-
gious order founded by Mother Cabrini, have 
served and ministered to the people of Colo-
rado since 1902. 

Mother Cabrini died 100 years ago on De-
cember 22, 1917. Throughout her life she 
cared for the poorest of the poor and immi-
grants in need. Her life and legacy have been 
celebrated during this centenary year through-
out the world. 

I extend my deepest gratitude in recognition 
of all that Mother Cabrini accomplished in her 
time in Colorado. I am grateful for the contin-
uous dedication the Mother Cabrini Shrine of-
fers the community in her memory. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD letters from the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, Business Roundtable, National 
Association of Manufacturers, National Fed-
eration of Independent Business, and the Alli-
ance for Competitive Taxation: 

U.S. CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES 

CONGRESS: The U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
urges Congress to complete its final step to 
enact comprehensive, pro-growth tax reform 
legislation and pass the conference report to 
accompany H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act. The Chamber will include votes related 
to this legislation in our How They Voted 
scorecard. By passing the conference report, 
Congress would unleash resources for busi-
nesses large and small to hire new workers, 
expand facilities, and purchase new equip-
ment. Bringing about tax reform would help 
ensure that these investments are made here 
in the United States, and these investments 
would lead to higher wages and catalyze 
broad economic growth. 

Moreover, H.R. 1 would provide additional 
growth by allowing for environmentally-sen-
sitive oil and gas production in an area in 
northern Alaska set aside by Congress for 
energy exploration in 1980. 

The Chamber applauds the work of the 
conferees for reporting a strong pro-growth 
tax reform bill. The members of the Finance 
and Ways and Means Committees from this 
and previous congresses also deserve much 
credit for their work during this multi-year 
effort. 

Tax reform is a big engine that will power 
a growing economy for years to come. Only 
one step remains for Congress to keep its 
commitment to approving pro-growth, com-
prehensive tax reform legislation. 
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BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE. 

BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE STATEMENT IN SUP-
PORT OF THE CONFERENCE REPORT ON PRO- 
GROWTH TAX REFORM 
WASHINGTON, DC.—Business Roundtable 

today issued the following statement in sup-
port of the conference report on H.R. 1, the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017: 

‘‘This bill represents a remarkable, once- 
in-a-generation achievement by the House 
and Senate. Business leaders applaud the 
conference committee for coming to an 
agreement that will promote U.S. competi-
tiveness and spur economic growth. This 
agreement results from years of serious pol-
icy work and debate that produced legisla-
tion the President can now sign into law. 
Business Roundtable strongly endorses this 
conference report and urges both chambers 
to pass it without delay.’’ 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
MANUFACTURERS. 

LETTER NO. 1 
NAM ON TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT: HISTORIC 

PROGRESS FOR MANUFACTURERS 
TIMMONS: ‘‘MANUFACTURERS WILL INVEST IN 

THEIR COMPANIES AND WORKERS.’’ 
WASHINGTON, DC.—National Association of 

Manufacturers (NAM) President and CEO 
Jay Timmons released the following state-
ment on the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act con-
ference report: 

‘‘America will be better off than we are 
today once this tax reform bill becomes law. 
This legislation represents historic progress 
for manufacturers and for all Americans. As 
manufacturers across our country have said 
many times, tax reform done right will em-
power us to create more well-paying jobs and 
invest and build more right here in America. 
According to the NAM’s latest Manufactur-
ers’ Outlook Survey, a pro-growth tax code 
will encourage manufacturers to increase 
capital spending, expand their businesses and 
hire more workers—and nearly half will in-
crease employee wages and benefits. 

‘‘While this bill is good news, we can never 
quit looking at what other countries are 
doing every single day to take away our 
mantle of economic leadership. The NAM has 
fought for years—decades, really—for even 
lower rates than provided in this legislation 
for manufacturers of all sizes, especially 
small manufacturers organized as pass- 
through entities. We will not let up. We will 
work to ensure this legislation functions as 
intended. 

‘‘We will continue our fight and will rally 
manufacturing workers and their families to 
encourage more progress in the years ahead. 
Today, we’re calling for our government to 
produce a comprehensive study every three 
years to compare how the U.S. tax code 
stacks up with our competitors around the 
world. The last time true tax reform was en-
acted was in 1986, 31 years ago. If we wait 
until 2048 to revisit the tax code, we will no 
doubt discover that we have fallen signifi-
cantly behind once again. For the future of 
every manufacturing worker in America, our 
elected leaders must constantly strive to en-
sure our country’s business climate is far 
better than merely average. Manufacturers 
and the NAM will never stop leading that 
fight.’’ 

LETTER NO. 2 
The National Association of Manufacturers 

(NAM), the largest manufacturing associa-
tion in the United States, representing man-
ufacturers in every industrial sector and in 
all 50 states, urges you to support the Con-
ference Report to H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act. 

American workers need bold tax reform to 
not just raise their job prospects but to im-

prove their lives. For years, manufacturing 
workers have sought an updated tax code 
that spurs economic growth and global com-
petitiveness. Instead, they have a system 
that holds our nation back due to high tax 
rates on our small manufacturers, the back-
bone of our economy, and hinders large man-
ufacturing enterprises that provide liveli-
hoods for millions of families. Manufacturers 
are saddled with arcane rules for taxing 
international income and significant compli-
ance burdens that exacerbate our competi-
tive disadvantage. We are counting on you to 
lift up these hardworking men and women. 

The Conference Report to H.R. 1 takes the 
important steps toward addressing five key 
elements that NAM members believe will set 
the stage for manufacturing growth: a lower 
corporate rate, reduced burdens on business 
income earned by pass-through entities, a 
territorial tax system, robust incentives for 
capital equipment purchases and retention of 
tax incentives for research and development. 
While this bill could go even further to ad-
dress these key areas that promote added 
economic growth, it still provides the oppor-
tunity to strengthen the manufacturing 
economy. With this vote, you have the abil-
ity to improve manufacturers’ global com-
petitiveness, grow the economy, spur invest-
ment and create more well-paying manufac-
turing jobs. For every $1.00 spent in manu-
facturing an additional $1.89 is added to the 
economy. In 2015, the average manufacturing 
worker earned nearly $82,000 per year in sal-
ary and benefits. In short, passing historic 
tax reform will lead to better jobs, better 
wages and better opportunities for more peo-
ple to achieve their American Dream. The 
NAM’s Key Vote Advisory Committee has in-
dicated that votes on the Conference Report 
to H.R. 1, including procedural motions, may 
be considered for designation as Key Manu-
facturing Votes in the 115th Congress. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
INDEPENDENT BUSINESS. 

LETTER NO. 1 
National Federation of Independent Busi-

ness says this is the tax relief that small 
business needs, urges quick passage 

The National Federation of Independent 
Business (NFIB) issued the following state-
ment today on behalf of President and CEO 
Juanita Duggan on the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, released today by the conference com-
mittee: 

‘‘We are very pleased by the tax bill re-
ported out of conference today, and we are 
grateful to leaders in the House and Senate 
for following through on their promise to cut 
taxes on small businesses. 

‘‘Tax relief is the number-one priority for 
small businesses, which represent half the 
economy and half the GDP. This bill will 
allow millions of small business owners to 
keep and reinvest more of their money, so 
they can grow and create jobs. We urge both 
chambers to pass the bill quickly, so it can 
be signed into law before the end of the 
year.’’ 

LETTER NO. 2 
On behalf of the National Federation of 

Independent Business (NFIB), the nation’s 
leading small business advocacy organiza-
tion, I am writing in support of the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act conference report. This legisla-
tion will provide much needed tax relief to 
America’s job-creating small businesses. 
This will be considered an NFIB Key Vote for 
the 115th Congress. 

Small business is the engine of the econ-
omy, and tax reform should provide substan-
tial relief to all small businesses so they can 
reinvest their money, grow, and create jobs. 
Ninety-nine percent of all American busi-

nesses are small businesses; the average 
NFIB member has just 10 employees. Taken 
in sum, however, small businesses create half 
of all private-sector jobs in the U.S. and con-
tribute half the nation’s gross domestic 
product. 

Three-quarters of America’s small employ-
ers are structured as pass-through entities, 
meaning their owners are taxed at the indi-
vidual rate as opposed to the corporate rate. 
Crucially, the conference report creates a 
new 20% deduction for pass-through income 
of small businesses. Further, it allows all 
types of small businesses—regardless of in-
dustry segment—to benefit from this deduc-
tion. 

NFIB supports passage of the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act conference report and will consider 
it an NFIB Key Vote for the 115th Congress. 

Thank you for your consideration. We look 
forward to working with you to protect 
small business. 

ALLIANCE FOR COMPETITIVE TAXATION. 
ALLIANCE FOR COMPETITIVE TAXATION AP-

PLAUDS SENATE AND HOUSE LEADERS FOR 
ADVANCING TAX REFORM 
WASHINGTON.—The Alliance for Competi-

tive Taxation (ACT), a coalition of leading 
American businesses that employ millions of 
American workers, issued the following 
statement on the Conference Report of the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act: 

‘‘We applaud leaders in the U.S. Senate and 
U.S. House for reaching an agreement on the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act Conference Report. 
This pro-growth tax reform bill is a major 
step in leveling the playing field for Amer-
ican businesses competing in world markets 
and will create opportunities for American 
workers. 

‘‘We urge members of the Senate and 
House to swiftly pass this historic legisla-
tion that will strengthen our economy, pro-
mote investment in the U.S. and create 
American jobs. 

‘‘We are committed to working with Con-
gress and the Administration beyond final 
passage of this legislation to ensure that tax 
reform achieves the desired goal of bene-
fiting American workers and promoting U.S. 
competitiveness and economic growth.’’ 

f 

REMEMBERING CHIEF IRVING 
POWLESS, JR. 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Onondaga Nation Chief Irving 
Powless, Jr. 

Chief Powless was born in Syracuse, the 
son of Chief Irving Powless, Sr. and Cecelia 
Powless, both active members within the On-
ondaga Nation. As chief of the Beaver Clan of 
the Onondaga Nation, Chief Powless, Jr. es-
tablished a reputation for his quick wit, enthu-
siasm, and ability to ease stressful situations. 
He served as secretary of the Onondaga 
Council of Chiefs for more than 30 years and 
was a respected leader throughout Central 
New York. Chief Powless was an expert on 
treaty rights, and throughout his life, tirelessly 
advocated for the rights of the Onondaga Na-
tion and the Haudenosaunee peoples. 

Chief Powless’ love for his people and for 
their history never faltered over the course of 
his life. He was an avid historian, and spent 
time as a lecturer, author, and teacher. Be-
yond his role as a scholar, Chief Powless was 
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an avid hunter, lacrosse player, and environ-
mental advocate. He worked to obtain a new 
health center for the Onondaga Nation School, 
and to return sacred objects from museums to 
the Onondaga people. He published several 
books, including, ‘‘Who are These People 
Anyway?’’ 

It is my honor to recognize the life and leg-
acy of this great leader in our community. May 
Chief Irving Powless, Jr. name and legacy for-
ever be remembered in the RECORD. Rest 
peacefully. 

f 

HEZBOLLAH’S ILLICIT ACTIVITIES 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a recent 
report reveals that the Obama White House, in 
a desperate attempt to appease the Ayatollahs 
in Iran, let Hezbollah off the hook. The report 
outlines how the DEA was on to Hezbollah’s 
illicit network of drug and arms trafficking, 
money laundering and other criminal activities, 
yet the Obama administration stalled or 
blocked any prosecutions that would have dis-
rupted the terror group’s nefarious activities so 
that Iran would agree to the nuclear deal. This 
stunning revelation adds more evidence to 
why the JCPOA was a bad deal. 

For years Hezbollah built an extensive net-
work in Latin America to raise money for its 
terrorist activities. Addressing Hezbollah’s illicit 
activities across the globe, but in particular the 
Western Hemisphere, has been a top priority 
for Congress for many years. 

Through hearings and legislation we have 
exposed the direct ties between Hezbollah 
and criminal groups in the region that allowed 
Hezbollah to amass nearly $1 billion annually. 
Yet the U.S. failed to take sufficient action to 
disrupt this massive flow of money, drugs, and 
arms that have made Hezbollah the most 
powerful terrorist group in the world. 

In 2014, a GAO review noted that only two 
of 12 requirements that were mandated by the 
Countering Iran in the Western Hemisphere 
Act were being addressed. Meanwhile, 
Hezbollah’s activity in our hemisphere in-
creased. In June 2017, an individual with al-
leged ties to the terrorist group was arrested 
in Paraguay and extradited to the U.S. That 
same month, another individual was arrested 
for attempting to provide support to Hezbollah 
in targeting the U.S. and Israeli embassies in 
Panama. These events followed the 2014 ar-
rest of a Hezbollah operative in Peru, an Ira-
nian-linked assassination attempt on the Saudi 
Ambassador in Washington in 2011, and the 
deadly terrorist attacks against two Jewish tar-
gets in Argentina in the 1990s. Moreover, the 
special prosecutor who uncovered Iran and 
Hezbollah’s role in the Argentina attacks was 
murdered in 2015. 

Together with my colleagues, Chairman 
Cook of the Western Hemisphere Sub-
committee and Chairman Ros-Lehtinen of the 
Middle East and North Africa Subcommittee, I 
have sent a letter to President Trump urging 
him to address the shortfalls that occurred 
under the Obama administration in terms of 
dismantling Hezbollah’s illicit activities. We, in 
the House, have provided the tools necessary 
to pursue Hezbollah, passing H.R. 3329, the 

Hezbellah International Financing Prevention 
Amendments Act, which includes Section 105 
mandating a U.S. strategy to address Iran and 
Hezbollah’s networks in the Western Hemi-
sphere and requiring the alignment of U.S. ac-
tions with our regional partners. We are pre-
pared to do more to make up for years of neg-
ligence under the Obama White House that al-
lowed these killers to go unbothered. And 
that’s just the way it is. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CUMBERLAND 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Cum-
berland Telephone Company of Cumberland, 
Iowa. This year marks the 120th year of oper-
ations for the telecommunications company, 
which opened its doors in 1897. 

The company was originally named the 
Briscoe-Cumberland Telephone Company. 
Briscoe was a small mining town located in 
Adams County, Iowa. Today, the Cumberland 
Telephone Company is a full-service commu-
nications company offering internet, local and 
long distance phone service, and fiber-to-the- 
home packages for their customers. It also 
provides wireless internet services throughout 
the Cumberland exchange. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and congratulate 
the Cumberland Telephone Company and its 
staff for providing cutting-edge telecommuni-
cation services to the Cumberland community 
and Southwest Iowa for the past 120 years. I 
urge my colleagues in the United States Con-
gress to join me in congratulating Cumberland 
Telephone Company for their numerous 
achievements in the communications industry 
and in wishing them all nothing but continued 
success. 

f 

REMEMBERING POTA VALLAS 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and legacy of 
Pota Vurnakes Vallas, who died last week at 
the age of 109, surrounded by her family. A 
loving wife, mother and grandmother, pio-
neering businesswoman, and public-spirited 
citizen, Mrs. Vallas was one of the Fourth Dis-
trict’s oldest residents and the matriarch of 
Raleigh’s Greek community. Lisa and I extend 
our condolences to her family and her many 
friends and admirers in the Greek community 
and beyond. 

Mrs. Vallas was born in 1908 in the small 
village of Krissfa, Greece, the eldest of ten 
children. In 1924 her father, Gus Vurnakes, 
became the first Greek immigrant to settle in 
Raleigh and Pota soon followed. Gus opened 
a fruit and soda stop in downtown Raleigh and 
Pota assisted him, delivering ice cream and 
chocolates on a horse-drawn wagon to homes 
and businesses in Raleigh. 

In 1927, she married fellow immigrant 
George Vallas and began raising her family. 

She and George were stalwart members of 
the community, helping to establish a Greek 
Orthodox Church in downtown Raleigh. Even-
tually George and Pota donated the land upon 
which Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 
stands today. 

George and Pota lost their home and busi-
ness in the Great Depression. To provide for 
her young family, she applied to work for the 
Singer Sewing Company in 1931 and quickly 
emerged as a talented salesperson and man-
ager. Her dream of owning her own business 
finally came to fruition in 1944 when she 
bought the distributorship of the National Sew-
ing Machine Company and opened National 
Art Interiors, one of the first interior decorating 
businesses in Raleigh. Pota’s store became a 
landmark for the finest furniture and fabric 
companies, furnishing many homes and busi-
nesses throughout the state. She ran the busi-
ness with her daughters and other family 
members until retiring at the age of 94 in 
2002. 

In addition to managing a thriving company, 
Mrs. Vallas served on the Boards of First Citi-
zens Bank and the North Carolina Community 
Foundation. She was a lifelong member of the 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church and a 
member of Philoptochos. She was honored 
with the Saint Michael’s Award, the highest 
recognition for a layperson, for her years of 
dedicated service by the Greek Orthodox Dio-
cese of America. 

Mrs. Vallas was one of my most memorable 
constituents. I often saw her at Raleigh’s 
Greek Festival and treasure the memory of 
delivering a birthday letter from President 
Obama to her on one such occasion. She was 
quick with a smile and an encouraging word. 
She was a woman of great energy and faith, 
an indomitable spirit. She leaves behind a 
community that she loved and that loved her 
in return. We join with that community in 
mourning her passing and honoring her exem-
plary life. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHIRLEY AND BILL 
KOENIG 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Shirley 
and Bill Koenig of Underwood, Iowa on the 
very special occasion of their 60th wedding 
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary 
on October 26, 2017 and were married in 
Treynor, Iowa in 1957. 

Shirley and Bill’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 60th anni-
versary may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 60th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the 
best. 
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GREGORY SMITH 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to posthumously recognize and honor 
Gregory Smith for his service and dedication 
to the State of Colorado. Greg had a remark-
able career and served the citizens of Colo-
rado for more than 15 years. 

Greg served five years as Executive Direc-
tor of the Public Employees Retirement Asso-
ciation (PERA). He joined PERA as General 
Counsel in 2002 and in 2009 he was pro-
moted to Chief Operating Officer. Greg was 
known for his extensive knowledge of the pub-
lic pension system and had a passion for en-
suring retirement security for hundreds of 
thousands of Colorado public employees. In 
addition, Greg served on several national in-
dustry boards, including the National Institute 
of Retirement Security, the Council of Institu-
tional Investors, the National Council on 
Teacher Retirement and the National Associa-
tion of Public Pension Attorneys. Greg was 
also a former president of the Denver Mile 
High Rotary Club. Greg will be missed by 
PERA members and the community he 
served. 

I extend my deepest appreciation to Greg-
ory Smith for his service and dedication to the 
citizens of Colorado. His positive impacts will 
be felt for many years to come. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD letters from the Real Estate 
Roundtable, National Association of Home 
Builders, Financial Services Roundtable, 
American Bankers Association, RATE Coali-
tion, and the National Milk Producers Federa-
tion: 

REAL ESTATE ROUNDTABLE. 

TAX BILL WILL SPUR ECONOMIC GROWTH: 
REAL ESTATE ROUNDTABLE 

WASHINGTON, DC.—Real Estate Roundtable 
President and Chief Executive Officer Jeffrey 
DeBoer today commended congressional pol-
icymakers on reconciling differences be-
tween the Senate and House versions of the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (H.R. 1)—historic tax 
legislation that faces a final vote in both 
chambers next week. DeBoer stated: ‘‘To-
day’s agreement by Senate and House lead-
ers on the final details of the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act is a significant effort to encourage 
capital formation and investment in all 
types of businesses. New investment incen-
tives in this bill should spur economic 
growth and boost job creation throughout 
the United States. We applaud the dedicated 
efforts of congressional lawmakers and Ad-
ministration officials who brought this legis-
lation to fruition. 

In addition to reducing the tax rate for 
American corporations to make them more 
globally competitive, the legislation also en-
courages capital formation and investment 
by ushering in a new tax regime focused on 

businesses conducted in pass-through format 
such as partnerships and Subchapter S cor-
porations. These pass-through entities are 
the backbone of the American economy, rep-
resenting over 60 percent of all business in-
come and creating more than 60 percent of 
all jobs in America over the past 25 years.’’ 

Mr. DeBoer added: 
‘‘We anticipate that many provisions in 

the bill, including the pass-through tax re-
gime, will require the immediate focus and 
attention of the Treasury Department to 
draft interpretative regulations. This process 
will be critical in maintaining needed guard-
rails to prevent abuse, but also to make cer-
tain the new rules function as efficiently as 
possible and result in robust economic activ-
ity. 

The Act also ensures that commercial real 
estate development and ownership continues 
to be taxed on an economic basis, thereby 
avoiding significant market distortions that 
could harm local communities and lender 
portfolios.’’ 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
HOME BUILDERS. 

LETTER NO. 1 

NAHB SUPPORTS FINAL TAX BILL 

WASHINGTON,DEC. 16.—Granger MacDonald, 
chairman of the National Association of 
Home Builders (NAHB) and a home builder 
and developer from Kerrville, Texas, issued 
the following statement regarding the final 
House-Senate conference report on tax re-
form legislation: 

‘‘NAHB fully supports the final conference 
report on tax reform legislation and com-
mends the work of House-Senate conferees. 
This comprehensive overhaul of the nation’s 
tax code will help middle-class families, 
maintain the nation’s commitment to af-
fordable housing and ensure that small busi-
nesses are treated fairly relative to large 
corporations. Lower tax rates and a fair tax 
code will spur economic growth and increase 
competitiveness, and that is good for hous-
ing. We urge the House and Senate to move 
quickly to pass this legislation.’’ 

LETTER NO. 2 

On behalf of the approximately 140,000 
members of the National Association of 
Home Builders (NAHB), I am writing to ex-
press strong support for the conference re-
port to H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 
NAHB commends the work of the House and 
Senate conferees to deliver a final bill that 
will spur greater economic growth. Due to 
the importance of this legislation to our 
economy, NAHB has designated support of 
H.R. 1 as a key vote. 

This comprehensive overhaul of the na-
tion’s tax code provides tax relief to 
middleclass families, maintains the nation’s 
commitment to affordable housing, and en-
sures that small businesses are treated fairly 
relative to large corporations. Lower tax 
rates and a fairer tax code will spur eco-
nomic growth and increase competitiveness, 
and that is good for housing. Housing not 
only equals jobs, but jobs mean more demand 
for housing. 

By passing this bill, housing can be a key 
engine for the job growth we all seek. After 
all, the housing sector—representing roughly 
one-sixth of the U.S. economy—is operating 
at only two-thirds of its potential capacity. 
There is tremendous potential in unlocking 
and unleashing housing to lead the country 
to greater economic growth. 

Again, NAHB has designated passage of 
H.R. 1 as a key vote, and we urge the House 
and Senate to move quickly to pass this leg-
islation. Thank you for considering our 
views. 

FINANCIAL SERVICES ROUNDTABLE. 
FSR URGES CONGRESS TO PASS CONFERENCE 

TAX REFORM PACKAGE 
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 15, 2017.—The Fi-

nancial Services Roundtable (FSR) today 
came out in support of the conference com-
mittee report on tax reform and urged Con-
gress to quickly pass its tax reform bill to 
help boost economic opportunity for all 
Americans. ‘‘Tax reform will help deliver ex-
panded opportunity for individuals and 
American businesses of all sizes,’’ said FSR 
CEO Tim Pawlenty. ‘‘Congress should quick-
ly move tax reform over the finish line and 
enable America to go on economic offense.’’ 
FSR believes the outcome of the conference 
committee report will help drive more jobs 
and long-term investment that benefits 
American workers and their families. With a 
near 35% rate, the U.S. has one of the high-
est corporate tax rates in the industrialized 
world. These reforms will finally put our 
country on a more competitive footing for 
business and investment from around the 
globe. 

AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION. 
ABA STATEMENT ON TAX REFORM 

LEGISLATION 
(By Rob Nichols, ABA president and CEO) 
‘‘We congratulate the House and Senate 

conference committee for reaching a final 
agreement on comprehensive tax reform. 
Committee members have moved the nation 
another step closer to the first major over-
haul of the tax code in more than three dec-
ades. 

‘‘ABA believes the significant reforms in-
cluded in this legislation will help grow the 
economy and create jobs. We particularly ap-
plaud the provisions that significantly lower 
tax rates for all types of businesses begin-
ning in 2018. Banks currently have one of the 
highest effective tax rates of any industry, 
and these important changes will allow our 
members to better serve their customers and 
the broader economy. 

‘‘While there is much to like in the bill, 
lawmakers missed an opportunity to reform 
the outdated, unfair and unreasonable tax 
advantages enjoyed by credit unions and the 
Farm Credit System. Congress should treat 
businesses providing the same services the 
same way, and that is not happening today. 
We will continue to argue for a level playing 
field until Congress ends this inequity. 

‘‘We still believe this legislation as a whole 
will benefit our members, their customers, 
and the country. As a result, ABA supports 
the conference report and encourages mem-
bers of the House and Senate, and ultimately 
President Trump, to enact it into law as 
soon as possible.’’ 

The American Bankers Association is the 
voice of the nation’s $17 trillion banking in-
dustry, which is composed of small, midsize, 
regional and large banks that together em-
ploy more than 2 million people, safeguard 
$13 trillion in deposits and extend more than 
$9 trillion in loans. 

RATE COALITION. 
RATE COALITION STATEMENT ON THE TAX 
CUTS AND JOBS ACT CONFERENCE REPORT 

The Reforming America’s Taxes Equitably 
(RATE) Coalition—whose affiliated compa-
nies represent over 30 million employees in 
all 50 states—released the following state-
ment on the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act Con-
ference Report: 

‘‘We are proud of the diligence with which 
this Administration and this Congress have 
worked to craft historic tax reform. We are 
equally proud to fully support the end result 
of those efforts: The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
Conference Report. A critical fix to our bro-
ken tax system—one that punishes job-cre-
ating businesses of all sizes with the highest 
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corporate rate in the industrialized world— 
the TCJA Conference Report would help our 
economy grasp the growth that’s well within 
its reach. Provisions similar to those in-
cluded in this Conference Report have been 
projected to boost GDP, create new jobs, lift 
after-tax income for middle-class families, 
and encourage greater investment in our 
country. The RATE Coalition strongly urges 
Senators and Representatives to deliver 
those wins for American workers by sending 
this legislation to President Trump’s desk 
for signature as swiftly as possible.’’ 

NATIONAL MILK 
PRODUCERS FEDERATION. 

NMPF STATEMENT ON TAX REFORM LEGISLA-
TION FROM JIM MULHERN, PRESIDENT AND 
CEO, NMPF 
ARLINGTON, VA—‘‘National Milk has 

worked closely with House and Senate mem-
bers on the tax reform conference package to 
achieve a positive outcome for dairy farmers 
and their cooperatives, and we’re pleased 
that conferees have completed work on a 
package that should provide important re-
lief. The final compromise to address the 
loss of the Section 199 deduction will help 
protect farmer-owned businesses from a 
major tax increase at a time when America’s 
farm sector is struggling with low com-
modity prices and reduced incomes. 

‘‘America’s dairy farmers, who overwhelm-
ingly rely on cooperatives to market their 
milk, appreciate the determined efforts by 
Sens. John Hoeven (R–ND) and John Thune 
(R–SD), as well as multiple House members, 
including Agriculture Committee Chairman 
Mike Conaway (R–TX), to seek a fair and 
reasonable solution to this challenge. Their 
efforts will help prevent a higher tax bill for 
cooperatives and avert the loss of economic 
activity in rural communities that these 
businesses help generate. We’re also grateful 
for the numerous senators on both sides of 
the aisle who elevated this issue during the 
debate. 

‘‘At issue is the loss of the benefit that 
both farmers and cooperative businesses 
enjoy from the Section 199 deduction, also 
known as the Domestic Production Activi-
ties Deduction (DPAD). This important pro-
vision of the tax code applies to proceeds 
from agricultural products marketed 
through cooperatives, making the Section 
199 an important means of reducing taxation 
for farmers and cooperatives alike. Coopera-
tives pass the vast majority of the benefit— 
nearly $2 billion nationwide—directly to 
their farmer owners, then reinvest the re-
mainder in infrastructure improvements for 
the marketing and processing of food prod-
ucts. 

‘‘The final tax package released on Friday 
repeals the DPAD, but the legislation allows 
cooperative members to claim a new 20-per-
cent deduction on payments from a farmer 
cooperative. Cooperatives would also be able 
to claim the 20-percent deduction on gross 
income less payments to patrons, limited to 
the greater of 50 percent of wages or 25 per-
cent of wages plus 2.5 percent of the coopera-
tive’s investment in property. This favorable 
treatment for gross income will help mini-
mize any potential increase in the tax bur-
den on farmer-owned cooperatives. 

‘‘NMPF believes that this provision, plus 
components of the bill that increase exemp-
tion levels from the federal estate tax, en-
hance depreciation and expensing opportuni-
ties for producers, and preserve farmers’ 
ability to deduct interest expenses, should 
help farmers and cooperatives alike. The fix 
offered by Sens. Hoeven and Thune recog-
nizes that farmer cooperatives play an indis-
pensable role in our nation’s economy and 
need to be treated fairly in the final tax leg-
islation.’’ 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF 
MICHAEL IRA WIESNER 

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and tribute to Michael Ira 
Wiesner, who passed away April 19, 2015. 
This past May 30 Michael’s family, loved ones, 
and community celebrated what would have 
been Michael’s 70th birthday. 

Michael was a wonderful husband to his 
wife Beth, and a great role model and con-
fidant to his children: Amy, Adam, Ben, Ana, 
and Ashley. Michael had great love for his 
family and always supported everyone in their 
journeys to grow and learn. Throughout his 
life, Michael enjoyed playing golf and spending 
time in Vermont and always shared his inter-
ests with his wife and children. 

I am proud to honor the life and legacy of 
Michael Ira Wiesner for his remarkable char-
acter, love of country, and care for his fam-
ily—which includes his wife Beth Wiesner, Oli-
ver Schwab, my Chief of Staff, his wife Ana 
Schwab, Ashley Ellis, Amy Wiesner, Adam 
Wiesner, and Ben Wiesner. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GERALD KIRKE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Gerald 
Kirke of Des Moines, Iowa, for his induction 
into the 2017 Iowa Business Hall of Fame. 

The Greater Des Moines Committee found-
ed the Iowa Business Hall of Fame in 1975 to 
honor Iowans who have helped to enhance 
the state’s business climate. Gerald is the 
Chairman and CEO of Kirke Financial Serv-
ices, L.L.C., an investment, real estate and 
consulting firm he founded in 1999. His other 
business ventures over his long career include 
owning a company that manufactured patient 
fixation and tumor targeting software, a carbon 
fiber composite manufacturing plan, and an 
entertainment company that operates three 
casinos in Iowa. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Gerald on his 
induction into the 2017 Iowa Business Hall of 
Fame and commend him for his dedication to 
our great state. It is with great pride that I rec-
ognize him today and I ask that my colleagues 
in the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating him for this out-
standing achievement and in wishing him 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF FALCON 
STEEL AMERICA 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize Falcon Steel America and its 
employees for their efforts to aid in the recov-

ery and relief of Montgomery County in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. 

In 1963, Falcon Steel America was founded 
as a small steel shop in Haltom City, TX. 
Since its creation, Falcon Steel has grown to 
be considered one of the most dependable 
suppliers of structural steel in Texas. Addition-
ally, Falcon Steel serves as the only producer 
of high-voltage, steel-lattice towers in the 
United States. 

On August 25, 2017, Hurricane Harvey 
made landfall in Texas, carrying its wind, 
rains, and flooding across the state and dev-
astating homes and families throughout the 
greater Houston community. 

As the flood waters receded, donations of 
food, water, clothing, toys, and necessities 
came pouring into the community from across 
the United States. To coordinate the distribu-
tion of these supplies, Falcon Steel America 
partnered with Interfaith of The Woodlands 
and hundreds of local volunteers to organize a 
massive distribution center in its Conroe fac-
tory. With over 225,000 square feet of life-sav-
ing supplies, Falcon Steel’s willingness to do-
nate its facilities allowed thousands of affected 
residents to receive much needed assistance. 
This effort has now become known as one of 
the largest distribution efforts Montgomery 
County has ever witnessed. 

Falcon Steel’s core values of ethical behav-
ior, excellence, and teamwork were reflected 
in their actions after Hurricane Harvey. 
Through its willingness to come to the aid of 
our community, Falcon Steel provided an out-
let for thousands of local residents to receive 
life-saving assistance. 

On December 21, 2017, Falcon Steel will 
complete the renovation of its new manufac-
turing facility in Conroe, TX. I am proud to join 
the entire Eighth Congressional District of 
Texas to congratulate Falcon Steel on this 
achievement and thank them for their contin-
ued commitment to serving our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROLLING HILLS BANK 
AND TRUST 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Rolling 
Hills Bank and Trust of Anita, Iowa, for cele-
brating over 140 years in business. Founded 
in July of 1876, Rolling Hills Bank has re-
mained dedicated to family traditions and com-
mitted to making its community better. Their 
motto is: ‘‘A Homeowned Hometown Bank In-
vesting in People.’’ 

Originally named the Anita State Bank, its 
name was changed in 1989 to Rolling Hills 
Bank and Trust. They have seen a lot during 
their time in operation, helping customers 
through the Great Depression and the Farm 
Crisis of the 1980s. The bank has expanded 
with branches in Iowa, Minnesota, and Wyo-
ming. Bank officials are committed especially 
to helping students and families in agriculture 
through their Heifer program. Each year, they 
purchase ten heifers then select students to 
raise them so they can experience the respon-
sibility of raising the heifers, maintaining 
records, and the cost associated with it. After 
five years, the students pay back the bank in 
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cash or with bred heifers that are passed on 
to the next year’s recipients. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and congratulate 
Rolling Hills Bank and Trust for their many 
years of dedicated and devoted service to 
their customers. It is with great pride that I 
recognize them today. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in applauding their ac-
complishments and in wishing them all nothing 
but continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. DARRELL 
SUPAK 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect and admiration that I rise today to rec-
ognize the illustrious career of Mr. Darrell 
Supak on the occasion of his retirement. Mr. 
Supak is retiring after twenty-five years of ex-
emplary service to Granite Associates, LP in 
Liberty, New York. 

I cherish the commitment of those distinct 
individuals who have tirelessly devoted them-
selves to their community, and Mr. Supak is 
no exception. Mr. Supak exemplifies compas-
sion and leadership as a dedicated man of 
faith, an advocate for the arts, and a fierce de-
fender of health care. A valued member of his 
community, Mr. Supak’s regular involvement 
with numerous organizations and projects to 
further the causes he believes in, as well as 
to safeguard the wellbeing of his friends and 
neighbors, has set a high standard for others 
to follow. 

As a graduate of Texas A&M University’s 
ROTC program and a retired U.S. Army Colo-
nel, Mr. Supak is a fervent patriot, actively 
committed to supporting his fellow veterans. I 
am fortunate to have him, a man of great wis-
dom and experience, as a longtime member of 
our Congressional District’s U.S. service acad-
emy panel. 

A true testament to his steadfast loyalty to 
country and community, Mr. Supak has re-
ceived countless civil and military awards and 
decorations, including the prestigious Walter 
A. Rhulen Award for Business, Community 
and Humanity from the Sullivan County Part-
nership for Economic Development. 

Mr. Supak’s legacy of hard work and philan-
thropy is a source of inspiration, instilling the 
values of determination, confidence, and civil-
ity in his community. I am grateful for Mr. 
Supak’s years of dedicated service to the 19th 
District and to New York state. I wish Mr. 
Supak continued happiness as he embarks on 
this new chapter, and I am confident that even 
in retirement he will continue to be actively in-
volved in service to our nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF OFFICER FREDDIE 
CRAWFORD 

HON. CHARLIE CRIST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and public service of retired St. 

Petersburg Police Officer Freddie Crawford, 
one of the ‘‘Courageous 12,’’ who put his ca-
reer and life on the line in the fight against dis-
crimination and segregation. 

The Courageous 12 were the first African 
Americans employed by the St. Petersburg 
Police Department, who bravely served the 
residents of the city for many years. In the 
face of constant threats in the field and dis-
crimination within their department, these 12 
officers withstood both professional and phys-
ical risk to keep the peace and ensure equality 
and justice in their communities. 

In the early 1960s, Officer Crawford and his 
fellow black police officers serving on St. Pe-
tersburg’s police force were only permitted to 
police black neighborhoods. The segregation 
of authority even went so far as to mark patrol 
cars with a ‘C’ for ‘‘colored’’ to designate that 
it was a black officer inside. Officer Crawford 
and his colleagues attempted to express their 
grievances to the Chief of Police on multiple 
occasions, only to be ignored and swept 
aside. After persevering through years of seg-
regation in both his civilian and professional 
life, Officer Crawford and his colleagues in the 
Courageous 12 took their fight to the judicial 
system. Despite the personal and professional 
risk, Officer Crawford and his fellow officers 
sued the city of St. Petersburg in 1965. 

Baker vs. the City of St. Petersburg did not 
initially receive a favorable ruling for the Cou-
rageous 12. But in 1968, a federal appeals 
court overturned the decision. In one year’s 
time, Officer Crawford was patrolling a pri-
marily white area in North-East St. Petersburg. 
The monumental efforts by Officer Crawford 
and his colleagues would inspire black officers 
in nearby areas, creating a domino effect of 
positive change in communities throughout the 
Tampa Bay region. 

Even after retiring from the St. Petersburg 
Police Department, Freddie Crawford contin-
ued his efforts to address and eradicate seg-
regation. He went to work for the Community 
Relations Services division at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice where he used his experience 
with conflict resolution to resolve racial ten-
sions in various communities across the coun-
try. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me once again in 
commemorating Officer Freddie Crawford’s 
life, and thanking him for his contribution to 
the cause of justice. He leaves behind a leg-
acy of tireless dedication to equality and 
serves as an inspiration to the city of St. Pe-
tersburg and to our country. 
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TRIBUTE TO REGGIE GREENE 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life of Reginald Greene, 
a longtime and outstanding staffer for the 
Committee on Ways and Means, who passed 
away on December 11, 2017. 

Known around the halls of the Ways and 
Means Committee as simply ‘‘Reggie,’’ for four 
decades he held job titles ranging from staff 
assistant to documents clerk. But around the 
committee he was really Mr. Everything. He 
could make out-of-print documents appear out 
of thin air, and whether it was manning the 

doors, handling special requests, or enforcing 
committee procedures, you name it, Reggie 
did it. 

No one was fiercer than Reggie in pro-
tecting our committee and making sure that 
everyone respected its rules and procedures. 
Reggie never condoned sloppiness and al-
ways frowned on carelessness. He could be 
stern with staff—and more than a few Mem-
bers—if they strayed from the rules. And he 
could silence disorderly conduct in our hearing 
room with a single look. So much so that you 
might think that the Ways and Means hearing 
room was really Reggie’s hearing room—and 
you would be right. There he was both re-
spected and feared by staff, lobbyists, and 
even Members when they entered his domain. 
Any photographer who stayed too long, or 
Member or staffer who dared to cross the dais 
without proper attire, or drink from a can of 
soda with the logo visible to the cameras—a 
little-known violation of our committee’s 
rules—would soon hear about it. 

But underneath his outer tough-guy de-
meanor, Reggie was also a friendly and warm 
soul with a generous laugh. He would always 
encourage children visiting the committee 
hearing room to sit in the chairman’s chair for 
a once-in-a-lifetime photo opportunity. Reggie 
had so many friends on the Hill, and he cre-
ated a network of relationships to get our work 
done. He always had a kind word or joke at 
the ready when you needed it. His humor was 
dry, and legendary. If you asked him if he 
needed anything, he would say ‘‘a million 
bucks and a hot tub for my office.’’ At times 
like this, if you asked him when he thought 
Congress would complete its work for the 
year, he would say ‘‘not soon enough.’’ 

More than anything, Reggie’s career cele-
brated his deep love for the Ways and Means 
Committee, its traditions, and its enormous re-
sponsibilities to the American people. That is 
a love he surely inherited from his father, who 
preceded him on the committee staff. And like 
the proud grandfather he was at home, 
Reggie also prided himself on helping raise 
the next generation of staffers to share in and 
carry on his profound respect for the com-
mittee. Whether through a gentle tug on the 
elbow or a low whisper, young staffers might 
get that day’s lesson in committee decorum, 
history, or tradition. 

On behalf of the entire Committee on Ways 
and Means, I offer our sincerest condolences 
to the Greene family on Reggie’s passing. And 
I thank them for sharing Reggie with us for so 
many years of outstanding service to the com-
mittee, its Members, and our great country. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
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Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 

on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, De-
cember 21, 2017 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 
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