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NAFTA 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, twenty- 
three years ago, the North American Free 
Trade Agreement revolutionized trade and in-
vestment between the U.S., Canada, and 
Mexico. We share thousands of miles of bor-
der with Canada and Mexico. They are our 
neighbors and our natural partners in trade 
and security. This partnership has been 
shaped by NAFTA. 

I am a strong supporter of free trade. Amer-
ica’s strength is closely connected to its eco-
nomic well-being. When we break down trade 
barriers, American trade and American jobs in-
crease. Trade is the lifeblood of my great 
home state of Texas. Last year in Texas al-
most one million jobs were supported by 
trade. 

Texas has been the top exporting state in 
the U.S. for 14 consecutive years. The over-
whelming majority of Texas exporters are not 
big corporations: 93 percent of Texas export-
ers are small- and medium-sized businesses. 
In my district in Houston, over half of the 
economy depends on trade. Houston has one 
of the largest ports in the world and is the oil 
and gas capital of the world. And guess where 
we Texans export the most—Mexico and Can-
ada. Our NAFTA partners. But, Texas is just 
one of the many states that rely on NAFTA to 
fuel its economy. Study after study has shown 
that increased trade leads to increased jobs 
for Americans. More jobs mean more wealth 
for the average American citizen. 

NAFTA supports 14 million U.S. jobs. 
Thanks to NAFTA, trade between the U.S., 
Mexico, and Canada has tripled. Nearly every 
industry is affected in one way or another by 
NAFTA. The U.S. economy needs a strong 
NAFTA. But free trade agreements like 
NAFTA do more than just grow our economy. 
Trade is one of our best tools of foreign policy. 
We have seen the connection between free 
trade and freedom, opportunity, and prosperity 
again and again. When we signed NAFTA, 
Mexico was a developing country. Its economy 
was one of the most closed in the world. 

Now, thanks in part to NAFTA, Mexico has 
an open economy valued at $2.2 trillion. This 
growth has made Mexico a more stable neigh-
bor. This increased trade between our three 
countries has also deepened our ties with 
Mexico and Canada, allowing us to work to-
gether on many critical issues. 

Today, we cooperate with the Mexican gov-
ernment on issues of border security, immigra-
tion, and the fight against organized crime and 
drug trafficking. Our southern border security 
depends on our joint efforts with Mexico. Co-
operation with Canada also improved due to 
NAFTA. Our forces train and work together to 
defend North America. We fight side by side 
against national security threats like ISIS and 
partner as NATO members. These are some 

of the most critical issues to our national secu-
rity and to the security of our world. 

That brings me to the reason we are all 
here today; to address the renegotiation of this 
critical free trade agreement. A lot has 
changed in 23 years. The internet has trans-
formed the way companies do business. Re-
forms in Mexico have created new opportuni-
ties for U.S. businesses. The renegotiation 
presents an opportunity to update the agree-
ment in areas like energy, e-commerce, cus-
toms and trade facilitation, and many others to 
strengthen and promote trade. While there is 
a lot of opportunity to strengthen the agree-
ment, there is also the risk of hurting U.S. 
businesses and workers. 

Hundreds of thousands of jobs across North 
America could be at risk if we pull out of 
NAFTA, or if we weaken the agreement. We 
could also do damage to our partnerships with 
Mexico and Canada that have made North 
America so strong. There has been harsh criti-
cism of NAFTA for decades. But we must sep-
arate the rhetoric from the facts. The fact is 
that NAFTA has benefited all three of our 
countries. 

So, I encourage the administration to 
strengthen and modernize NAFTA. There is 
always room for improvement. We have a rare 
opportunity here to rewrite the rules of North 
American trade. But we must take this oppor-
tunity to rewrite them for the better. It is impor-
tant to the U.S. economy and national security 
that throughout the renegotiations the adminis-
tration focuses on reaching an agreement that 
promotes free trade. 

We are sending a message to our current 
and future trading partners through this re-
negotiation. The U.S. should send a strong 
signal of our support for free trade. A strong 
U.S. economy depends on a strong framework 
for free trade. I look forward to hearing from 
our witnesses how the administration can 
strengthen NAFTA. 

f 

HONORING BENJAMIN DUNCAN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Benjamin Duncan. 
Benjamin is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Benjamin has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Benjamin has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Benjamin has served as the Senior Pa-
trol Leader, become a Brotherhood Member of 
the Order of the Arrow, and earned the rank 

of Fire Builder in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Ben-
jamin has also contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Benjamin de-
signed and completed 15 wooden benches for 
an outdoor worship area for the Antioch Com-
munity Church in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Benjamin Duncan for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in opposition to the Republican tax 
bill and to the misguided priorities that the 
GOP has brought to policymaking this Con-
gress. 

There was a time when it was taken for 
granted that Congress would wait for Con-
gress’ independent scorekeeper to evaluate 
the impact of any legislation on the deficit or 
the budget before passing any laws. People 
knew that the deficit mattered to the govern-
ment’s ability to provide for our children and 
grandchildren, and to the economy their ability 
to provide for themselves. Republicans, espe-
cially, professed to know that the deficit 
mattered. 

It was especially unthinkable that Congress 
would pass important legislation, like tax re-
form, without waiting for a cost estimate of the 
bill. As recently as March, my colleague Rep. 
BRADY said that economic growth from any tax 
reform package would need to be ‘‘not eco-
nomic growth judged by us, but by the Inde-
pendent Joint Committee on Taxation.’’ 

The GOP should care about the deficit. We 
haven’t been able to reauthorize CHIP funding 
since it expired months ago, because Repub-
licans won’t support health insurance for chil-
dren without funding offsets. If only they had 
the same concerns when it comes to tax cuts 
for their donors and for President Trump. 

Republicans will start to care about the def-
icit again when Medicare, Medicaid, food 
stamps, or other programs for the low-income 
are debated by Congress. Just like CHIP, 
these programs cost far less than the more 
than $1.5 trillion that this tax cut will cost, but 
they might be too expensive for the GOP. 

There was also a time not too long ago 
when Republicans, as much as Democrats, 
legislated for the common good, or at least 
their conception of it. It’s clear that those times 
are past. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF GILBERTO 

F. OLIVA, SR. 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the life of the premium cigar patri-
arch, Mr. Gilberto Oliva, founder of Oliva Cigar 
Co. Gilberto passed away peacefully in a hos-
pital in South Miami on Saturday, December 
16, 2017, surrounded by his family and close 
friends. 

As a young tobacco farmer in Cuba, 
Gilberto built his endeavors on the blueprint of 
the American Dream. As an early adult, he 
moved from his family farm to pursue tobacco 
trading. The growing conflict under the Cuban 
dictatorship forced Mr. Oliva to flee to Nica-
ragua where he became a pioneer in tobacco 
cultivation. 

While Nicaragua was his home, Gilberto’s 
business grew all over the world, including 
Honduras, Mexico and the Philippines. His 
product quickly became known around the 
world for its quality. In 1995, he established 
his own brand of cigar, and in 2006, he 
launched the Oliva Serie V, which Cigar Afi-
cionado Magazine named Cigar of the Year in 
2014. 

In early 2016, Mr. Oliva was honored by the 
Asociación Nicaragüense de Tabacaleros, the 
Nicaraguan Tobacco Association, with a life-
time achievement award. Yet for all his many 
successes, he never forgot his roots. He 
yearned for a free Cuba, and he instilled in his 
children a respect for personal responsibility 
and hard work. 

Gilberto is succeeded by his wife Carmen, 
his five children—including my former col-
league and friend, Florida House Representa-
tive Jose Oliva—and his fourteen grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I want to recognize the life of 
Gilberto F. Oliva. He was a great man, a world 
leader in the field of cigar manufacturing, and 
the patriarch of a wonderful family. 

f 

JIM CRITCHLEY’S RETIREMENT 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I wish to rec-
ognize and celebrate Fire Chief, Jim Critchley, 
on his retirement from the Tucson Fire Depart-
ment. 

Fire Chief Critchley began his Emergency 
Service career in 1982 with an EMT class. He 
worked in a few private agencies as an in-
structor, firefighter, EMT and security guard. 
He joined the Tucson Fire Department in 1988 
and was promoted through the ranks first as 
a Paramedic, Captain, Training Captain, Oper-
ations Battalion Chief, Training Chief, Oper-
ations Deputy Chief, Assistant Chief of Train-
ing and Emergency Management and then, in 
2011, became the Fire Chief. 

Since 1992, Mr. Critchley has been an ac-
tive representative on the State Fire Training 
Association and the Arizona Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation. He served on the Western Fire Chiefs 

Association board as State Director, Vice 
President and President from 2003 through 
2012. He also served on the International As-
sociation of Fire Chiefs board until 2014. 

Fire Chief Critchley received a MBA from 
the University of Arizona, a Bachelor’s degree 
in Fire Service Management from the Arizona 
State University, and an AAS in Fire Science 
from Pima Community College. In 2008, he 
was selected as Chief Fire Officer of the Year 
by the Arizona Fire Chiefs Association. Most 
recently in September 2017, Jim was inducted 
into the Arizona Fire Service Hall of Fame. 
Jim is married and has three children. We 
would like to thank Fire Chief Jim Critchley for 
his service and dedication to the city of Tuc-
son and the state of Arizona. 

f 

HONORING JACEN HAEFNER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jacen Haefner. 
Jacen is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 264, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacen has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacen has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Jacen has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jacen Haefner for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NORTH 
CAROLINA A&T FOOTBALL TEAM 
FOR THEIR HISTORIC SEASON 
AND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
WIN 

HON. TED BUDD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the undefeated MEAC and 2017 Cele-
bration Bowl Champions. I’m speaking of 
course of the North Carolina A&T Aggie foot-
ball team. 

Last week, as time expired in the Celebra-
tion Bowl, the Aggies made their nation proud 
with a last second touchdown to secure their 
second Celebration Bowl victory in just three 
years. And with that win, the Aggies became 
the first MEAC team to go undefeated as they 
won their second HBCU national title under 
head coach Rod Broadway. 

Mr. Speaker, ‘A Champion Has Risen’ in-
deed, and that champion, is the A&T Aggie 
Football Team. 

Congratulations to the esteemed Dr. Harold 
Martin, Sr., to Coach Broadway and his team, 
and also to the offensive and defensive MVP’s 

of the game, Marquell Cartwright and Mac 
McCain for their performances. 

I am honored to represent this historic and 
honored institution in Washington, and they 
have made me, their community, and most im-
portantly, the ‘Aggie nation’ proud with their 
win. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring North Carolina A&T for their historic sea-
son and national championship win. 

f 

SAUDI TEXTBOOKS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is time to 
hold the Saudis accountable for playing the 
role of both arsonists and firefighters when it 
comes to terror. Saudi Arabia is a crucial ally 
in counterterrorism. Yet at the same time, their 
educational curriculum promotes hatred and 
violence towards other religions. This is the 
very rhetoric that breeds terrorism. 

For nearly 15 years, Saudi Arabia has 
pledged to remove all extremist content from 
their school textbooks. Yet to this day text-
books include material that, for example, en-
courages ‘‘fighting’’ any infidel who refuses to 
submit to the supremacy of Islam. Another ex-
ample comes from a textbook on Islamic cul-
ture that teaches that ‘‘Christianity in its cur-
rent state is an invalid, perverted religion.’’ A 
high school textbook on monotheism further 
calls all ‘‘infidels,’’ as ‘‘enemies of Islam and 
its adherents.’’ 

And this is just a taste of the extremist con-
tent in Saudi textbooks. A tenth-grade text-
book claims that Zionism spreads ‘‘drugs and 
sexually transmitted diseases . . . in many Is-
lamic countries.’’ Even more, a middle school 
textbook glorifies jihad, instructing students 
that those fighting jihad ‘‘should be given 
transportation, weapons, food and anything 
else they may need to continue their jihad.’’ 
Content in Saudi textbooks is so extreme that 
ISIS used official Saudi textbooks for its 
schools in 2015 until they could publish their 
own materials. 

The problem is compounded when we real-
ize that these textbooks are not just used in 
the Kingdom. Saudi educational materials are 
exported throughout the world. This kind of in-
doctrination at home and abroad runs counter 
to Saudi Arabia’s efforts in counterterrorism 
and our crucial cooperation with Saudi Arabia 
in the fight against terrorism. Saudi Arabia 
cannot be allowed to continue promoting text-
books that include language that is intolerant, 
furthers conspiracy theories, and encourages 
violence towards others. 

That’s why Representative KEATING and I, 
as Ranking Member and Chair of the Ter-
rorism Subcommittee, have introduced H.R. 
4549, the Saudi Educational Transparency 
and Reform Act. This bill will require the State 
Department to conduct an annual review of 
Saudi Arabia’s textbooks. This review will 
show if Riyadh is fully implementing its re-
peated commitments to removing extremist 
content. It will also help the U.S. decide if we 
should continue issuing a waiver for Saudi 
Arabia as a country of particular concern for 
its religious freedom pursuant to the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act. Terrorism has 
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long threatened both our own country and 
Saudi Arabia. The fight to combat this threat 
demands that we work to eliminate all sources 
of radicalization and incitement. A complete 
revision of Saudi Arabia’s textbooks is a crit-
ical piece of this mission. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING KEVIN LYNCH 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dear friend, Kevin Lynch, who, fol-
lowing a five-year battle with cancer, passed 
away this past week. 

Kevin was a great Hoosier, a public servant, 
a tremendous leader, and a tireless advocate 
in advancing southeastern Indiana. He served 
as Dearborn County Commissioner and as the 
president of the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Re-
gional Council of Governments. 

Kevin was a giant Reds fan and a loyal 
friend with a positive spirit, quick with a smile 
and an encouraging word. 

Kevin served Lawrenceburg and Dearborn 
County with pride, but his most important pri-
ority was his family. He was the loving hus-
band to Mary Jo (Joey) for 27 years and the 
proud father of Michael. My thoughts and 
prayers are with the entire Lynch family and 
all those who knew Kevin. 

Congratulations to my good friend Kevin on 
a tremendous life well-lived. 

Godspeed. 

f 

HONORING CADE OSMONSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Cade Osmonson. 
Cade is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 96, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Cade has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Cade has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Cade 
has served as his troop’s Senior Patrol Lead-
er. Cade has also contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. Cade re-
furbished a church in McFall, Missouri, replac-
ing the roof of the portico, repainting the doors 
and windows, and power washing the outside 
of the church. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Cade Osmonson for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 702, and NAY on Roll Call No. 703. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, on Monday I 
missed three votes. I wish to state for the 
record how I would have voted had I been 
present: Roll Call No. 685—NO, Roll Call No. 
686—YES, Roll Call No. 687—YES. 

f 

HONORING LEVI PARNACOTT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Levi Parnacott. 
Levi is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Levi has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Levi has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Levi 
has served as the Senior Patrol Leader, be-
come a Brotherhood Member of the Order of 
the Arrow, and earned the rank of Fire Builder 
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Levi has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle 
Scout project. Levi installed an entry door into 
the garage of Immacolata Manor in Liberty, 
Missouri, and also refinished the entry room 
by hanging new drywall, mudding, taping, 
sanding and then painting the room. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Levi Parnacott for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HILDA EISEN 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to Hilda Eisen, who 
passed away last month in California at the 
age of 100. Hilda owned and operated Norco 
Ranch for many years and she will be deeply 
missed. 

Prior to immigrating to the United States, 
Hilda was born and raised in the Polish village 

of Izbica-Kujawska. During the Nazi occupa-
tion of Poland, Hilda was imprisoned in a 
ghetto before escaping to hide with Jewish 
Partisans in the forest. Tragically, Hilda’s en-
tire family was killed during the war. Her class-
mate and future husband, Harry, survived the 
Auschwitz concentration camp before recon-
necting with Hilda. Together, they moved to 
America in 1948 where they would invest their 
savings to buy 100 chickens and start a busi-
ness in California. 

In the early days of the family business, 
Harry would ride around town on his bicycle 
selling eggs. In a short amount of time, the 
business outgrew its facility and the Eisens 
purchased a five-acre ranch in Norco, Cali-
fornia to build a chicken farm. Over the years, 
the business would be known as Norco Ranch 
and grow into a major supplier of eggs to re-
gional supermarket chains. The business had 
nearly 400 employees before it was sold to 
Land-O-Lakes in 2000. In 2012, Harry passed 
away at the age of 95. Before Harry’s passing, 
the Eisens became involved with the Lodzer 
Organization of Southern California, a group of 
Holocaust survivors that supported Jewish 
charities locally and in Israel. 

I had the distinct privilege of knowing Hilda 
for many years and I will deeply miss her. I 
extend my heartfelt condolences to the entire 
Eisen family, including her three daughters: 
Ruth Eisen, Mary Cramer, and Frances Miller. 
Although Hilda may be gone, her selfless 
dedication to our nation and the human spirit 
will long be remembered. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the Chamber on Mon-
day, December 18. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 685 
and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 686 and 687. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, during my med-
ical recovery, I missed the following Roll Call 
votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: 

November 28, 2017: Yea on Roll Call No. 
638; No on Roll Call No. 639. 

November 29, 2017: No on Roll Call No. 
640; No on Roll Call No. 641. 

November 30, 2017: Yea on Roll Call No. 
642; No on Roll Call No. 643; No on Roll Call 
No. 644; No on Roll Call No. 645; Yea on Roll 
Call No. 646; Yea on Roll Call No. 647; No on 
Roll Call No. 648; and Yea on Roll Call No. 
649. 

December 1, 2017: Yea on Roll Call No. 
650; No on Roll Call No. 651; Yea on Roll Call 
No. 652. 

December 4, 2017: No on Roll Call No. 653; 
Yea on Roll Call No. 654. 

December 5, 2017: Yea on Roll Call No. 
655; Yea on Roll Call No. 656; Yea on Roll 
Call No. 657. 
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December 6, 2017: No on Roll Call No. 658; 

No on Roll Call No. 659; No on Roll Call No. 
660; Yea on Roll Call No. 661; Yea on Roll 
Call No. 662; No on Roll Call No. 663; and 
Yea on Roll Call No. 664. 

December 7, 2017: No on Roll Call No. 665; 
No on Roll Call No. 666; Yea on Roll Call No. 
667; Yea on Roll Call No. 668; Yea on Roll 
Call No. 669; No on Roll Call No. 670; and 
Yea on Roll Call No. 671. 

December 11, 2017: Yea on Roll Call No. 
672; Yea on Roll Call No. 673. 

December 12, 2017: Yea on Roll Call No. 
674; No on Roll Call No. 675. 

f 

HONORING JOEL PRIEST 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Joel Priest. Joel is 
a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 495, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joel has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Joel has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Joel 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Joel Priest for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE HYDRAULIC 
INSTITUTE 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
almost every member of Congress says a 
need in their district is more good jobs. Good 
business people that provide good jobs are 
not recognized enough. That is why I rise 
today to recognize the 100th Anniversary of 
the Hydraulic Institute and pay tribute to the 
exceptional role that pump manufacturers 
have played in improving the delivery of water 
to American homes, American industry and 
American agriculture over the past century. 
Today, pump systems touch the lives of every 
American and the Hydraulic Institute has a 
central role in developing the policies and 
standards needed for safe, reliable and effi-
cient pump operations. 

On April 18, 1917, the nation’s leading 
pump manufacturers met in the La Salle Hotel 
in Chicago for the purpose of forming a trade 
association that would ‘‘promote friendship 
and cooperation among manufacturers in im-
proving overall pump performance.’’ The Hy-
draulic Institute provides the technical exper-
tise required to set pump standards that reflect 
the evolving priorities of society. 

In recent years, energy efficiency has 
emerged as a national priority and the Hydrau-
lic Institute has worked closely with the United 
States Department of Energy to improve the 
efficiency of pumping systems. These systems 
now account for over 20 percent of domestic 
electrical energy use and the standards, lab-
oratory testing and labelling advanced by the 
Hydraulic Institute will ultimately save con-
sumers and businesses billions of dollars. 

Pumping systems protect our communities 
from flooding and fires, deliver drinking water 
to our homes, irrigate our farms and bring 
water and fuel to American manufacturers. 

As the Co-Chair of the Congressional Clean 
Water Caucus, I am keenly aware of the role 
that pump manufacturers play in providing 
safe, clean, affordable water to our citizens. It 
is my honor to stand today to acknowledge 
the 100th Anniversary of the Hydraulic Insti-
tute and to wish their continued success in ad-
vancing standards that improve the lives of 
every American. 

f 

TAX BILL 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to include into the RECORD the following arti-
cle: 

TAX BILL WOULD TRIGGER CUTS TO VITAL 
PROGRAMS 

[Nov. 14, 2017] 
The Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 

(SPAYGO) created a budgetary enforcement 
regime to offset net deficit increases that 
would otherwise result from new laws affect-
ing direct spending or revenues. SPAYGO in 
essence keeps a running tab of the deficit ef-
fects of all such laws, including laws enacted 
through the budget reconciliation process. If, 
at the end of a session of Congress, the 
SPAYGO scorecard shows a net debit for the 
upcoming year, numerous direct spending 
programs will get hit with an across-the- 
board cut to ‘‘pay for’’ that debit. 

The Republican tax bill released last week 
would increase deficits by $1.5 trillion over 
ten years. If Congress does not enact offset-
ting budgetary savings or provide some other 
remedy, enactment of this bill will trigger 
massive automatic program cuts every year 
for the next ten years. The tax bill’s deficit 
effects would trigger SPAYGO cuts that 
would lead to outright elimination of many 
programs and still would not be enough to 
offset the tax bill’s costs in full. 

Damaging SPAYGO cuts resulting from 
the tax bill would include: 

A 4 percent reduction in Medicare pay-
ments. Over ten years, this would add up to 
hundreds of billions of dollars. (SPAYGO 
caps the Medicare cut at 4 percent.) 

A doubling of loan origination fees for fed-
eral student loans, making college more ex-
pensive for millions of students. 

Elimination of funding for programs sub-
ject to uncapped SPAYGO across-the-board 
reductions. Some of the largest programs 
that would be zeroed out include: 

Social Services Block Grants, which are 
flexible grants to states. They support a va-
riety of initiatives serving low-income and 
vulnerable individuals such as adult protec-
tive services, special services to persons with 
disabilities, adoption services, case manage-
ment, health-related services, transportation 
support, foster care, substance abuse serv-

ices, home-delivered meals, independent and 
transitional living, and employment-related 
services. 

Vocational Rehabilitation State Grants, 
which help states assist individuals with 
physical or mental impairments in devel-
oping new work skills and finding employ-
ment. 

Commodity Credit Corporation farm price 
supports, which help stabilize and support 
farmer’s incomes. 

Crime Victims Fund, which provides com-
pensation to victims of crime and supports 
victims’ services. 

Prevention and Public Health Fund, which 
expands investments in programs to improve 
health, primarily through the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Trade Adjustment Assistance, which helps 
workers who have lost their jobs due to 
trade-related circumstances, such as an in-
crease in imports. 

f 

HONORING CHAUNCEY LEE 
WAGNER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Chauncey Lee 
Wagner. Chance is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1096, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Chance has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Chance has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Chance has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Chauncey Lee Wagner for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO A WORDSMITH 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an integral part of my communications 
team, Renn Osborne. Renn proved to be a 
valuable asset and a dedicated team player 
who helped articulate the mission of the 
Homeland Security Committee and our Mem-
bers. He first served as an intern in the Com-
mittee’s press office, then as a Press Assist-
ant, and finally rising to the position of Deputy 
Press Secretary. 

Renn effortlessly juggled print media re-
quests with the daily challenges of the Com-
mittee’s fast-paced press office. His sound 
judgment, quick action, and strong political 
acumen helped shape the Committee’s mes-
sage development. Renn was crucial in com-
municating the Committee’s actions to help 
protect the American people. 
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His abilities were on display at the 53rd 

United States-Mexico Interparliamentary 
Group Meeting in Mexico City this past sum-
mer. The meeting transpired at a pivotal time, 
and Renn’s efforts were key in communicating 
the close historic, economic, and cultural 
bonds that have been forged as a result of the 
U.S.-Mexico relationship over the past 192 
years. 

I am pleased that Renn has continued his 
public service on Capitol Hill as the speech-
writer for Senator ROB PORTMAN. I look for-
ward to seeing him continue to grow and de-
velop as a wordsmith and as a communicator 
who is happy to serve his fellow citizens. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to take this opportunity to express my appre-
ciation for the hard work of those who made 
the Conference Report possible. 

Thank you to the expert drafters at the 
House and Senate offices of legislative coun-
sel who worked together on the Conference 
report after having worked for so many 
months with the House Ways and Means 
Committee and Senate Finance Committee on 
the underlying bills: Henry Christrup, Scott 
Probst, Fiona Heckscher, and House Legisla-
tive Counsel Wade Ballou; and Mark 
McGunagle, Allison Otto, Vince Gaiani and 
former Senate Legislative Counsel Jim 
Fransen. 

Thank you also to the hardworking team of 
JCT economists, lawyers, and accountants, 
who support all aspects of our work on tax 
legislation: 

Nick Bull, Jim Cilke, Tim Dowd, Chris Giosa, 
Lucas Goodman, Rob Harvey, Tom Holtmann, 
Paul Landefeld, Joe LeCates, Kathleen 
Mackie, Jamie McGuire, Pam Moomau, Ra-
chel Moore, Jake Mortenson, Chris Overend, 
Brandon Pecoraro, Zach Richards, Heidi 
Schramm, David Splinter, Lori Stuntz, Brent 
Trigg, Jeff Arbeit, Nita Asher, Lillian Aston, 
Paul Chen, Gordon Clay, Adam Gropper, An-
drew Grossman, Nick Gutmann, Viva Ham-
mer, Heather Harman, Harold Hirsch, Deirdre 
James, Sally Kwak, David Lenter, Bert Lue, 
Tricia McDermott, Paul McLaughlin, Veena 
Murthy, Cecily Rock, Kristine Roth, Karl 
Russo, Natalie Tucker, and Kashi Way. 

And a special thank you to JCT chief of staff 
Tom Barthold for his excellent leadership of 
this outstanding team. 

f 

HONORING JOHN GIBSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize John Gibson. John 
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 

Scouts of America, Troop 96, and earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

John has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years John has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, John 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. John organized and led a 
blood drive at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints in Gallatin, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending John Gibson for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR SUZETTE 
COOKE 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor and congratulate Suzette Cooke, 
the Mayor of the City of Kent, on her retire-
ment. The citizens of Kent will miss her com-
mitment, unstoppable work ethic, and passion. 

For many decades prior to serving as 
Mayor, Suzette Cooke was a devoted public 
servant. She was the Executive Director of the 
Renton and Kent Chambers of Commerce, the 
Economic Development Manager for the City 
of Burien, the Recreation Supervisor for Se-
attle Parks, and Director of the Kent Senior 
Center. She also served three terms in the 
Washington State House of Representatives, 
where she chaired the Committee on Children 
and Family Services. 

Under her leadership as Mayor, Kent has 
grown from a small, farming town, to a sizable 
city boasting a population of 125,000. Mayor 
Cooke has created a welcoming environment 
for people from a range of different back-
grounds in a city that has become one of the 
most diverse in the country. 

In addition to Suzette Cooke’s duties as 
Mayor, she has remained an active volunteer 
and has served with organizations that help 
better the community she loves. Impressively, 
she has chaired the Kent Firemen’s Relief and 
Pension Fund Board, the King County Flood 
Control Zone District Advisory Committee, and 
the South County Area Transportation Board. 
She has also been a member of the King 
County’s Regional Transit Task Force and the 
King County Board of Health. 

On top of her professional and civic engage-
ments, Mayor Cooke has also found the time 
to remain an avid recreationist and has 
summited eight of Washington State’s tallest 
mountains. It seems clear that, for her, no 
challenge is insurmountable. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
recognize Mayor Suzette Cooke on her retire-
ment. It has been a privilege to work with 
dedicated leaders like Mayor Cooke. I thank 
her for her service to her community and wish 
her all the best in retirement. 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
ARTHUR RADFORD BAKER, JR. 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate a distinguished public servant, 
and one of the ‘‘dedicated men and women of 
law enforcement.’’ Mr. Arthur Radford Baker, 
Jr., will retire from the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation on December 31 of this year, after 
30 years of service. 

During his tenure at the FBI, Art has served 
in various capacities. He has led colleagues 
as a supervisor on counterintelligence and es-
pionage matters out of the Baltimore Field Of-
fice, using sophisticated investigative tech-
niques straight out of Hollywood spy thrillers. 
He has investigated organized crime, including 
La Cosa Nostra and Asian and Russian syn-
dicates, out of the Detroit Field Office. Art 
even attained the highest marksmanship 
award the Bureau has to offer, qualifying for 
his name to be enshrined on a wall at 
Quantico as part of the FBI’s elite ‘‘Possible 
Club.’’ In large part, though, it has been Art’s 
service to our country as a Congressional 
detailee that stands out as one his fondest 
memories, including many legislative suc-
cesses to which he contributed that are now 
memorialized and framed as ‘‘redlines’’ of 
passed laws. 

Art served faithfully for nearly 3 years as a 
detailee from the FBI to the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, 
Homeland Security, and Investigations. During 
his tenure, Art was a consistently reliable and 
capable staffer and legal counsel, and a great 
colleague. He was particularly beloved by our 
departed colleague and friend, the gentleman 
from North Carolina, Congressman Howard 
Coble. 

In his work at the Judiciary Committee, Art 
staffed Chairman Lamar Smith and Sub-
committee Chairman Coble for a multitude of 
assignments, including issues that spanned a 
spectrum of pressing matters, including Patriot 
Act hearings and legislation on child exploi-
tation and trafficking. Art was a dedicated, cru-
cial staffer upon whom Members could rely. 

After returning to the FBI, Art served with 
distinction in the Office of Congressional Af-
fairs (OCA). His service in OCA spanned a 
transitional era in American history, including 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the espionage leaks 
of Robert Hanssen, and the resulting reformu-
lation of the FBI. Through it all, Art was a vital 
cog in our nation’s premier law enforcement 
agency, and a steadfast friend to the Judiciary 
Committee. It is often said in Washington that 
legislating is the ‘‘art’’ of the possible. How ap-
propriate that we say that today. 

Throughout his career, Art Baker has been 
a loyal public servant. For years, my staff has 
relied on his insight, his wise counsel, and his 
consistent ability to make us laugh. Many mar-
vel at his various skills and interests, earning 
him a legitimate moniker as a ‘‘Renaissance 
Man.’’ We expect that the forthcoming stage of 
his life in retirement will not be any less varied 
or adventurous. 

I salute Art for his many years of distin-
guished service. 
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HONORING ROBERT PARTRIDGE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Robert Partridge. 
Robert is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1096, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Robert has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Robert has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Rob-
ert has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Robert Partridge for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

ENDING SECRECY ABOUT WORK-
PLACE SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce the Ending Se-
crecy About Workplace Sexual Harassment 
Act. 

We are experiencing a national moment of 
reckoning. Millions of people who have been 
victims of sexual misconduct in the workplace 
are telling their stories and initiating a move-
ment to create real change. We have an obli-
gation to listen to all those who have come 
forward and recognize that many are still suf-
fering in silence. And we also have an obliga-
tion to take action to make things better going 
forward. 

The Ending Secrecy About Workplace Sex-
ual Harassment Act will help lift the shroud of 
secrecy surrounding these cases that have 
concealed them for years or even decades by 
requiring companies to annually report all out- 
of-court settlements involving claims of sex 
discrimination, including sexual harassment 
and assault to the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission. 

When employers don’t have to disclose 
these internal settlements and there is no pub-
lic record about abuse, it can cause great 
harm to victims, other employees, and even 
the public at large. More complete data and a 
transparency requirement will help identify in-
stitutional problems that should elicit further in-
vestigation by EEOC. This bill also has the po-
tential to spark a change in the workplace, in-
spiring corporate leaders to focus on preven-
tion if they know that complete secrecy is no 
longer an option regardless of how a claim is 
addressed and resolved. With total secrecy, 
companies have absolutely no incentive to 
focus on preventing sexual misconduct if they 
know they will never be held accountable. 

In 2015, there were nearly 30,000 reports 
filed with the EEOC involving sexual harass-

ment. That is one-third of the total harassment 
reports filed that year alone. If companies had 
to report all of their private settlements, that 
number would likely increase. The EEOC can 
also use these reports to take action, if appro-
priate, and go after violators. 

I believe this is an important first step to-
ward increasing accountability in the private 
sector to ensure a safer, fairer workplace for 
everyone. I thank my colleagues, Representa-
tives KHANNA, NORTON, CUMMINGS, DAVID 
SCOTT, SHEA-PORTER, RASKIN, CONNOLLY, 
SUOZZI, KUSTER, MOORE, DINGELL, and PAL-
LONE for joining me as original cosponsors on 
this legislation, and hope that more members 
will support as well. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted: YEA on Roll Call 
No. 697; YEA on Roll Call No. 698; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 699; YEA on Roll Call No. 700; 
and NAY on Roll Call No. 701. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT BRITTE’S 
CAREER OF SERVICE 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of Sergeant Joseph Britte, 
Jr. After protecting our neighbors for more 
than 20 years, Sergeant Britte will be retiring 
from the Gainesville Police Department. 

On a leap of faith, Sergeant Britte and his 
family moved from their home in Providence, 
Rhode Island to Gainesville in 1996. Upon ar-
rival, he joined the Gainesville Police Depart-
ment and began a job of public service that 
has characterized his life. 

As a law enforcement official, Sergeant 
Britte has demonstrated a servant’s heart and 
professional excellence. He dedicated count-
less hours to training and eventually earned a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in organiza-
tional leadership and criminal justice. 

When he wasn’t on duty, Sergeant Britte still 
took an interest in the wellbeing of those 
around him. He mentored local students and 
taught self-defense classes all across Hall 
County. 

Mr. Speaker, my staff and I have had the 
privilege of getting to know this man over the 
years. We believe that Hall County residents 
looking for examples of leadership and empa-
thy should look no farther than our friend, Joe 
Britte. 

I thank this officer for his service to Gaines-
ville and congratulate him on the adventures 
that lie ahead. 

COMMENDING NORTH JERSEY 
MAYORS 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the mayors of North Jer-
sey, who convened last weekend for my Fifth 
District Mayors Summit. I’m proud to stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder with these local leaders 
to help save residents’ property tax dollars, 
improve our schools, and get police and fire-
fighters the tools and resources they need to 
protect our communities from crime and terror. 

I am humbled every day to have the oppor-
tunity to work with our mayors. This past 
weekend, I watched first-hand as they put 
party aside and worked across the aisle to 
help claw back federal tax dollars in their 
towns—an urgent need, now more than ever, 
given the tax hike we are facing. 

In North Jersey, we are paying far too much 
in taxes, and not getting enough in return. My 
District pays some of the highest taxes in the 
nation; yet, we only get 33 cents back for 
every dollar that we send to Washington. 
Compare that to ‘‘Moocher States,’’ like Mis-
sissippi, which gets $4.38 on the dollar. These 
states are giving themselves relief and sticking 
New Jersey with the bill. 

The Tax Hike Bill passed yesterday is only 
going make matters worse—gutting our State 
and Local Tax deductions, increasing our 
taxes, and lowering our property values. We 
must continue working hard at the local level 
to blunt the impact of this harmful legislation 
and stop New Jersey from becoming Amer-
ica’s piggy bank. 

In New Jersey, we must be vigilant about 
clawing back as many federal tax dollars as 
possible to boost our return on investment for 
roads and bridges, for firefighters and law en-
forcement, and the resources they need to 
help fight crime and lone wolf and homegrown 
terror. Working closely with my office, and my 
Director of Return on Investment, these may-
ors have already seen record successes this 
year to support our cops, firefighters, and 
towns. For example, in Paramus, the police 
department will be hiring five new post-9/11 
veterans as police officers, thanks to a $1.875 
million federal COPS grant. Harrington Park 
also brought back nearly $213,000 in AFG 
grants to help protect firefighters and our fami-
lies. These are dollars that would be going to 
Alabama and Mississippi if we didn’t fight to 
claw them back here. Our bipartisan work to-
gether is about fighting for North Jersey and 
helping our residents reduce their property tax 
burden. 

I’m leaving no stone unturned and hope that 
by shining a light on these public servants, our 
mayors can build on their success and save 
more money for their towns and taxpayers. 
Getting this done is all about problem solving, 
and reaching across the aisle to do what’s 
right for our communities. These are not 
Democratic or Republican issues; they are 
about what’s best for New Jersey. 

This holiday season, I am thankful for the 
twenty-one mayors and leaders who attended 
our summit, rolled up their sleeves, and put in 
the weekend hours to help their towns. Count-
less other mayors, councilmen, and council-
women across the District have also worked 
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around the clock. Currently, as we head into 
the new year, I rededicate myself to being 
their partner in making towns and communities 
even safer, more prosperous, and more af-
fordable. 

Alpine Mayor Paul Tomasko 
Bergenfield Mayor Norman Schmelz 
Dumont Councilman Carl Manna 
Emerson Mayor Lou Lamatina 
Fair Lawn Councilwoman Lisa Swain 
Franklin Lakes Mayor Frank Bivona 
Glen Rock Mayor Bruce Packer 
Hackensack Mayor John LaBrosse 
Harrington Park Mayor Paul Hoeschler 
Mahwah Mayor Bill Laforet 
Montvale Mayor Mike Ghassali 
Oakland Mayor Linda Schwager 
Paramus Mayor Rich LaBarbiera 
Park Ridge Mayor Keith Misciagna 
Ramsey Mayor Deirdre Dillon 
River Edge Councilman Thomas Papaleo 
Rochelle Park Committeeman Michael War-

ren 
Teaneck Mayor Mohammed Hameeduddin 
Westwood Mayor John Birkner 
Wyckoff Mayor Rudy Boonstra 
Wyckoff Administrator Bob Shannon 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF WALTER HOWLETT, JR. 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the extraordinary life and 
legacy of the late Walter Howlett, Jr. Walter 
was a beloved member of the Birmingham 
community, investing not only in the city’s 
business development but in community de-
velopment as well. 

Walter was born to Walter Howlett, Sr. and 
Laura Richardson Howlett, the second of 
seven children. Walter grew up understanding 
the importance of a good education. His par-
ents often stressed that a quality education 
was the key to improving one’s lot in life. 

A proud graduate of A.H. Parker High 
School in Birmingham, Walter took his par-
ents’ advice to heart, holding dreams of attain-
ing a business degree. But those dreams were 
put on hold when he was drafted into the 
United States Army shortly after finishing high 
school. 

After serving for a year in the military, Wal-
ter returned home and completed his college 
education. Attending both Jefferson State 
Community College and the University of Ala-
bama in Birmingham, Walter attained a Bach-
elor of Science degree in accounting and went 
on to earn his Certified Public Accountant li-
cense. 

As his parents had said, Walter’s education 
would indeed impact his lot in life. Soon after 
graduation he became a beloved protégé of 
civil rights activist, A.G. Gaston. Mr. Gaston 
created the first black bank and the first Afri-
can American funeral homes along with count-
less other firsts for the black community. 

It was his endearment and admiration for 
Mr. Gaston that helped to spur a more than 
30-year career with the Gaston Corp., devot-
ing countless hours to the development of 
some of Birmingham’s most affluent and suc-
cessful black-owned businesses. In 2003, 

Walter was appointed CEO of the A.G. Gaston 
Construction Co. 

In spite of all his success in business, Wal-
ter still considered his family and faith to be 
his highest priorities, specifically his four chil-
dren: Mondra Howlett, Cadeshia Howlett Sam-
uel, Tameka Howlett, and Damien Howlett, 
and his wife, Deborah Howlett. 

The Howletts’ love story began in 2012. 
Shortly after the loss of his mother, friends 
and family say the meeting was a true bless-
ing in Walter’s life, and that she put a twinkle 
in his eye and a smile on his face. Two years 
later, in September of 2014, the couple ex-
changed vows. Mrs. Howlett says her life’s 
greatest joy was the time they had together. 
Walter was an active member of Bethel Bap-
tist Church in Collegeville, participating in var-
ious areas of ministry from the choir to serving 
as an usher. Walter lived by the motto, ‘‘find 
a need and fill it,’’ a lesson learned by Mr. 
Gaston. He believed service to one’s commu-
nity was not an obligation but a privilege. In 
the course of his life Walter served on numer-
ous boards including the United Way of Cen-
tral Birmingham, the Boy Scouts of America, 
and the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. He 
considered it a great joy to give back to the 
community he said gave him so much. 

In his passing Walter leaves behind four sib-
lings including: Birdie Lee Howlett, Patricia 
Howlett Peterson, James Lee Howlett, and 
Fredia Gail Howlett, his other siblings Willie 
Maud Jenkins and Jay Jerome Howlett are 
both deceased. 

On a personal note, Walter was a cherished 
mentor and a dear friend. He was a dedicated 
servant-leader who knew the importance of 
‘‘each one, teach one.’’ Walter believed in 
mentoring young people and I was grateful 
that he was so supportive of my candidacy 
and always offered his wise counsel. His com-
mitment to excellence and passion for busi-
ness and entrepreneurship will live on through 
the many lives he touched. 

On behalf of the 7th Congressional District, 
the State of Alabama, and this nation, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in celebrating the life 
of Walter Howlett, Jr. We pay tribute to his 
distinguished career and contributions for the 
betterment of the State of Alabama, and ex-
tend deep appreciation for his exemplary serv-
ice to the community of Birmingham, Alabama. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF CHARLES BURRELL 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the contributions of an extraordinary 
Denverite, Charles Burrell, who on November 
28th was inducted into the Colorado Music 
Hall of Fame. 

I’ve known Charlie my whole life. His distin-
guished career included playing in the Al Rose 
Trio founded by my uncle, Al Rose, together 
with Lee Arrelano. It was the first racially inte-
grated jazz group in Colorado, and in the 
1950s and ’60s, they played at some of Den-
ver’s best-known destinations for music. When 
my uncle died unexpectedly at a relatively 
early age, Charlie volunteered to be my ‘‘hon-
orary uncle,’’ a role he has embraced. 

Born in Toledo, Ohio, in 1920 and raised in 
Detroit, Charles Burrell studied music at Cass- 
Technical High School, then one of the most 
prestigious music schools in the nation. Al-
though a dedicated student of classical music, 
Charlie and his friends embraced jazz and 
practiced it whenever possible. At seventeen, 
he was even asked to join the Lionel Hampton 
Big Band, affording him the opportunity to 
travel the country with some of the jazz greats 
of the time. 

Charlie attended the New England Conserv-
atory of Music and then joined the Navy, 
where he was selected to join the first-ever all- 
Black Navy band, which was used in recruiting 
to help encourage African-American enlist-
ment. After an honorable discharge, he at-
tended Wayne State University with an eye to-
ward teaching music in the public schools, and 
eventually made his way to Denver to do just 
that in 1949. 

A chance meeting with John VanBuskirk, 
the lead bass player with the Denver Sym-
phony Orchestra, led to an audition, and Char-
lie became the first person of color in the na-
tion to be hired by a major orchestra. 

Charlie is equally comfortable in an orches-
tra or a jazz band. He was known to finish a 
performance at the DSO and then wrap up his 
evening playing jazz at the Rossonian Hotel in 
the Five Points neighborhood. 

In 1959, Charlie became the first person of 
color to join the San Francisco Symphony, ful-
filling a childhood dream. He played under 
conductor Pierre Monteux until 1965. 

Always a generous man, Charlie has been 
an inspiration and mentor to many, including 
his niece, the two-time Grammy award-win-
ning vocalist Dianne Reeves, and his cousin 
the renowned pianist George Duke. 

At ninety-seven, Charlie has proved that 
age is just a number, frequently playing live 
bass on KUVO, Denver’s preeminent jazz sta-
tion. 

Charles Burrell has been called the Jackie 
Robinson of classical music for his ability, 
class, and poise, helping forge change in 
American institutions that weren’t always in-
clined to widen their circles. 

It is my honor today to add to the accolades 
of this accomplished trailblazer. 

f 

IN HONOR OF BOB AND DONNA 
FRYER’S 50TH WEDDING ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Bob and Donna 
Fryer on their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 

This significant benchmark is a symbol of 
their commitment to each other and to their 
family. I am happy to join their friends and 
family in extending my best to them on this 
special occasion. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Bob and Donna on the 
celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 
I wish them the best today and for many more 
blessed years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO A TOP-TIER 

COMMUNICATOR 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today out 
of gratitude to recognize the professional 
achievements and service of my friend, Susan 
Phalen. Formerly the Communications Director 
for the House Homeland Security Committee, 
Susan now holds the title of Director of Exter-
nal Affairs at FEMA. 

Susan’s role as Communications Director 
transcended beyond her leadership in strategy 
and messaging. Susan’s positive demeanor, 
PR-savvy mindset, and determination made 
her presence not only a valued component in 
my day-to-day but a real delight. She served 
as a spokesperson, confidant and trusted sen-
ior advisor whose counsel I always held in the 
highest regard. 

Her expertise in media relations helped to 
elevate Committee Member and press inter-
action by hosting ‘‘meet and greets’’ and ‘‘pen 
and pads’’ to facilitate dialogue and solidify re-
lationships. Susan’s talents were most notably 
on display in her work assisting on CODEL 
trips abroad. Her interpersonal skills and pro-
ficiency in public diplomacy shone throughout 
trips to Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. 
She led over one hundred TV interviews dur-
ing her tenure and oversaw the roll out of nine 
major Committee reports. 

Susan’s ability to think outside the box set 
her apart in developing messages for both do-
mestic and international audiences in the na-
tional security space. She had a unique way 
of seeing things and consistently aimed to ad-
dress a bigger picture in the anticipation of 
later trends. This is a skill she acquired from 
her impressive background in handling crisis 
communication scenarios in pressure-filled war 
zones. 

Before joining my Committee three years 
ago, Susan was the Communications Director 
of the House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence and spent more than 15 years as 
a high-profile communications specialist work-
ing in various national security and foreign pol-
icy posts with the U.S. State Department 
among others. She was deployed on nine dif-
ferent tours to Baghdad’s dangerous ‘‘Green 
Zone’’ before spending time in Afghanistan as 
Director of Strategic Communications and 
Public Affairs for the Special Inspector Gen-
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruction. 

It is not surprising that with this type of 
background, Susan took on the responsibility 
as Director of Communications for my Com-
mittee with ease and great effectiveness. She 
left a legacy that has already proven steadfast 
among her former colleagues and myself. Su-
san’s quick wit, vivacious spirit, and ability to 
see humor in all things is missed profoundly. 

Today, I am honored to be able to put the 
spotlight on her. While her time at our Com-
mittee was only a snapshot into the incredible 
career she continues to build, her friendship 
and counsel remain constant. She has already 
proven to be a steady hand at FEMA during 
the recent hurricanes, and I am excited to see 
what she will accomplish next. 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to take a moment to reiterate the importance 
of dynamic scoring as part of the tax legisla-
tive process. 

Ever since 1996, when the staff of the Joint 
Committee on Taxation began to investigate 
how best to apply macroeconomic analysis to 
tax legislation, Congressional scorekeepers 
have continued to hone their expertise and 
produce ever more sophisticated analyses of 
various tax reforms. All of this hard work cul-
minated in 2015 when macroeconomic anal-
ysis, commonly known as ‘‘dynamic scoring,’’ 
was formally adopted in the House of Rep-
resentatives for the purposes of official cost 
estimates for major legislation. 

Ever since the formal adoption of dynamic 
scoring, first in the House and later in the 
Senate, the goal has been to produce pro- 
growth tax reform that was informed by the 
dynamic scoring process. Although a dynamic 
estimate was not used for official scoring pur-
poses with respect to H.R. 1 due to con-
straints in the reconciliation process, macro-
economic analysis will be critical to major leg-
islative efforts in the years ahead. It is impor-
tant that members of Congress be informed by 
non-partisan analysis about whether legislation 
under consideration would shrink or grow the 
economy as well as how that change in 
growth would affect the nation’s finances and, 
most importantly, the American people. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CINDY KNIGHT 
BEING NAMED SENIOR OF THE 
YEAR BY THE SENIOR CENTER 
OF JACKSON HOLE 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Cindy Knight for 
being named Senior of the Year by the Senior 
Center of Jackson Hole. This outstanding ac-
complishment is a sign of her hard work, lead-
ership, and commitment to the town and peo-
ple of Jackson. 

Throughout her life, Cindy has been com-
mitted to helping those in her community, and 
her passion for promoting literacy is no excep-
tion. Being named Senior of the Year is a tes-
tament to her leadership and commitment to 
our community. I am grateful for all that she 
does to support the people of Jackson and our 
great state. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Cindy for earning the 
Senior of the Year Award. She and her family 
deserve to be extremely proud of this 
accomplishment. 

JUDGE JOHN J. TOOMEY 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Judge John J. Toomey of St. James, 
New York. As a soldier in Vietnam, he earned 
two Bronze Stars and was decorated for valor. 
Upon returning to the U.S., he graduated from 
Stony Brook University in 1972 and Hamline 
University Law School in 1976. 

John worked as an Assistant Town Attorney 
for the Town of Smithtown between 1976 and 
1979. He served as a member of the Tenth 
Judicial Grievance Committee from 1995 until 
2002, when he was elected to the District 
Court bench. In 2010, he was chosen to be 
the first Presiding Judge of the newly formed 
Suffolk County Veteran’s Court. He considers 
this to be the highlight of his judicial career. 
Judge Toomey was elected to the Suffolk 
County Court in 2011 and is an Acting Surro-
gate and Acting Supreme Court Justice. 

He has earned many awards and recogni-
tions, including the 2008 Judge of the Year 
award from the Suffolk County Bar Associa-
tion, the 2014 Peter Sweisgood Award from 
the Lawyers helping Lawyers Committee of 
the Suffolk County Bar Association, and he 
has also been named Man of the Year by the 
Suffolk County Court Officers’ Association. 

In addition to his service in the military and 
on the bench, Judge Toomey has also been 
an active volunteer with the Saint James Fire 
Department. 

Our country owes a debt of gratitude to 
Judge Toomey for his decades of selfless 
service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DARYL BUSCH 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

MR. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to former Perris Mayor 
Daryl Busch, who passed away in California 
on Sunday, December 3, 2017. Daryl served 
the residents of Perris, California, as their 
mayor from 1999 to 2016, and he will be 
deeply missed. 

Daryl was born on January 31, 1941 in St. 
Louis, Missouri. The family later moved to the 
small town of Greenville, Illinois, and while still 
a teenager, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
where he served three years as a shipboard 
radar operator on the USS Picking and USS 
Bryce Canyon. After leaving the service, Daryl 
and his family re-located to California where 
he worked as a banker. A promotion to bank 
manager brought the Busch family to Perris in 
1975. Following his career in finance, Mr. 
Busch owned and operated Amigos Tres Res-
taurant on D Street before beginning his serv-
ice in public office. 

Daryl was elected to and served six terms 
as mayor of Perris. During that time he made 
a tremendous impact on the community, in-
cluding overseeing the development of 
projects like the Drop Zone aquatics center, 
the Big League Dreams sports complex, 
Mercado Park and Mercado Apartments, the 
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Monument Ranch neighborhood and Ethanac 
corridor upgrades. As mayor, Daryl was also 
instrumental in connecting Perris to the region 
through the establishment of the Metrolink 
train service at the city’s new multi-modal 
transportation hub. 

I have had the distinct privilege of knowing 
Daryl for many years, I was proud to call him 
my friend and I will deeply miss him. I extend 
my heartfelt condolences to the Busch family, 
including his wife, Kay, and son, Barry, his 
friends, and colleagues. Although Daryl may 
be gone, the many life-changing contributions 
he made in Riverside County will have a last-
ing impact for generations to come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CHIEF PETTY OFFI-
CER JIM MARSHALL FOR RE-
CEIVING A 2017 SPIRIT OF HOPE 
AWARD 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Chief Petty Offi-
cer Jim Marshall on receiving a 2017 Spirit of 
Hope Award. 

The Spirit of Hope Award recognizes six 
people or organizations across the country 
every year for their contributions to improving 
the lives of servicemembers and their families. 
Jim’s selection for this award is a reflection of 
his dedication and many contributions to our 
great country and community. 

Jim has spearheaded various events for 
servicemembers and their families, from Navy 
Balls to toy drives. He also has played an im-
portant role in strengthening the relationship 
between members of all branches of the mili-
tary, especially the Navy, and our community. 
His outstanding patriotism and service to our 
community warrants his recognition as the first 
Wyomingite to receive this award. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Chief Petty Officer Jim 
Marshall and thank him for his incredible serv-
ice to our country and state. 

f 

HONORING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF FANELLO INDUSTRIES 
IN LAVONIA 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate my friends at 
Fanello Industries in Lavonia on their 20-year 
anniversary. 

Established in 1998, this company has sup-
ported businesses across various industries by 
providing them with stamped metal blanks and 
other assemblies that play a major role in pro-
duction. 

When the company’s founder, Vince 
Fanello, first opened his business in northeast 
Georgia, he understood that he was making a 
major commitment. Like many other compa-
nies, Fanello Industries began small and grew 
over time as a result of determination and dili-
gence. 

By the time the company reached its fifth 
year, it expanded to include multiple assembly 
lines and utilized 100,000 square feet of space 
to house its tools and employees. 

Oftentimes, we forget the leap of faith that 
many people take when starting a business. 
For most business owners, passing the one- 
year milestone without succumbing to the de-
feats that come with a running business is a 
major accomplishment. 

Many small business owners, like Mr. 
Fanello, are providing jobs that don’t require a 
4-year degree to people. When I met with Mr. 
Fanello, he stressed the need for welders in 
his industry and highlighted his efforts in 
reaching out to the state prison system to pro-
vide work to recently released inmates so that 
they can build the skills needed for welding. 

My friends at Fanello Industries can look 
back at what they’ve built with pride—remem-
bering that they persevered throughout their 
20-year operation. I congratulate them and 
look forward to their continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KEISER UNIVERSITY 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Keiser University for 
their accomplishments and their example for 
how a private university should operate and 
serve their community. For 40 years, Keiser 
University has equipped thousands of students 
to achieve success in our ever-changing econ-
omy. It is through institutions like Keiser that 
students across America and around the world 
have access to a variety of educational 
choices ranging from associate to doctoral de-
gree programs. 

An overwhelming sixty-six percent of Keiser 
graduates complete their degrees in the fields 
of Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM). With unwavering per-
sistence, I continue to support STEM, and am 
very pleased to celebrate the impressive mile-
stone of this educational institution. In the past 
10 years, Keiser University produced more 
than 33,800 graduates with associate degrees 
in a wide variety of in-demand working fields. 
With access to skilled workers on the decline, 
it is imperative that Congress works together 
with states to better prepare our workforce of 
tomorrow. I am pleased to witness Keiser’s 
success, and wish them many more years of 
prosperity. 

I applaud Keiser’s faculty, staff, and stu-
dents for their achievements and for their on-
going commitment to equipping our next gen-
eration to be leaders and achieve their 
dreams. 

f 

IN HONOR OF AL AND PENNY 
TWOMEY FOR RECEIVING THE 
2017 WYOMING CARES VOLUN-
TEER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Al and Penny 

Twomey on being selected for the 2017 Wyo-
ming CARES Volunteer of the Year Award. 
This outstanding accomplishment is a sign of 
their commitment to our community and to our 
great state. 

Wyoming CARES is a statewide non-profit 
with the goal of helping Wyoming residents 
who may find it necessary to seek temporary 
assistance and often have trouble receiving it. 
Al and Penny have been supporting and par-
ticipating in the organization for over 20 years. 
They have become particularly involved in its 
largest annual fundraiser, the Ride with the 
Winds Bike Tour, for which Penny rode the 
50-mile trail this year. I thank them for their 
dedication and many contributions to the pro-
gram and to helping the people of our great 
state. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Al and Penny Twomey. 
They deserve to be extremely proud of this 
accomplishment. 

f 

THE FAILURE TO PASS THE 
DREAM ACT 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, the 
president’s anti-immigrant rhetoric and policies 
have jeopardized the future of immigrant par-
ents and their children all across America. 

This tragedy is most immediately true for 
Dreamers impacted by the President’s ending 
the DACA program. 

While Congress can act to protect Dream-
ers, Speaker RYAN and the Republican leader-
ship have ignored the wishes of the majority of 
Americans and turned a deaf ear to this crisis 
by sending us home without voting to protect 
our nation’s Dreamers. 

Those who voted for the spending bill with-
out the passage of the Dream Act, have in ef-
fect voted for the deportation of Dreamers. 

Republicans who say it is okay to wait until 
next year to protect Dreamers are misleading 
the American people. 

The fact is that since the President elimi-
nated the DACA program in September, more 
than 13,000 Dreamers have already lost their 
work permits and deportation protections. And 
the fact is that an additional 122 Dreamers are 
losing their DACA protections every day. 

They are students and professionals such 
as doctors, nurses, teachers, scientists and 
social workers. They are members of our mili-
tary and parents who play a critical role in the 
wellbeing and future of our American society. 
Dreamers strengthen our economy, protect 
our country and enhance the quality of life in 
our communities and across our nation. 

It is unconscionable that Speaker RYAN and 
the Republican leadership refused to bring the 
Dream Act for a vote before we recessed for 
the holidays. 

It is impossible to understand how in good 
conscience the Republicans could go home to 
celebrate their religious beliefs and ideals 
knowing their lack of action is not only shat-
tering the security and unity of families but 
creating a traumatized generation of children. 
How is that loving your neighbor as yourself? 

School teachers in my district tell me many 
of their students are so consumed with fear of 
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losing their parents they are exhibiting signs of 
PTSD and depression. 

During this holy season, instead of cele-
brating the gifts of their faith, immigrant par-
ents are having to develop emergency plans 
so their children will know what to do if their 
parents are taken away and don’t make it 
home one night. 

As a mother, I can’t imagine the physical 
and emotional toll it takes to try and reassure 
your children while at the same time having to 
tell them they may not see you again or that 
they may have to leave their friends and their 
home for a country they do not know or re-
member. 

Congress has the power to stop this terror 
by passing the Dream Act but the Republican 
leadership once again lacked the courage to 
take a stand and have a vote. 

Protecting our Dreamers is the moral and 
right thing to do and it is in the best interests 
of our nation. 

Tragically, instead of living up to our Amer-
ican values and giving Dreamers the gift of 
hope for a better and more secure future, Re-
publicans have left them and their family with 
a lump of coal laced with fear and uncertainty. 

Mr. Speaker, you and your leadership 
should be ashamed of yourselves. 

f 

HONORING SAM PACK AND HIS 
CHARITABLE WORKS ACROSS 
NORTH TEXAS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Sam Pack of Carrolton, 
Texas for his tremendous and continuous 
work to better his community throughout his 
life. 

Sam Pack’s presence in North Texas is 
hard to miss. His commitment to community 
service and public involvement has touched 
the lives of many in the 24th District and 
across the State of Texas. Mr. Pack’s per-
sonal involvement in the community is appar-
ent in the numerous awards he has received 
including being named the Metrocrest Cham-
ber of Commerce’s ‘‘Citizen of the Year’’ as 
well as being recognized as a Paul Harris Fel-
low by Rotary International. 

Mr. Pack’s charitable donations and work 
are known well throughout North Texas, rang-
ing from donations to diabetes research facili-
ties to establishing a museum in his commu-
nity. Mr. Pack is a dedicated supporter of 
Metrocrest Services and Kidd’s Kids, to name 
a few of the many philanthropic organizations 
he supports throughout North Texas. 
Metrocrest Services provides critical services 
to those coping with crisis situations, those 
who need help stabilizing their lives, or require 
other forms of support. Kidd’s Kids provides 
tremendous support to children and their fami-
lies who are dealing with life altering condi-
tions. Mr. Pack has also created the Sam 
Pack Cares program, which works to provide 
assistance to those who serve our nation in 
various ways. 

For nearly forty years, the Sam Pack Auto 
Group has worked hand-in-hand with commu-
nities, businesses, and individuals across 
North Texas to provide outstanding service 

and support to customers. Mr. Pack’s commit-
ment to excellence and dedication to customer 
service has resulted in the Sam Pack Auto 
Group receiving countless awards and rec-
ognitions for their efforts. Most notably among 
these recognitions is TIME Magazine’s ‘‘Qual-
ity Dealer of the Year’’, Ford Motor Company’s 
‘‘Salute to Dealers Award’’, and the Texas 
Automobile Dealers Association’s ‘‘Legends 
Award’’ which, to date, has been awarded to 
less than twenty outstanding auto dealers 
within the State of Texas. Since Mr. Pack first 
opened a dealership in 1980, he has provided 
vital support to those in need, and in the 36 
years since that first dealership opened, Mr. 
Pack has continuously proven that he is an ar-
dent supporter of his community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my fellow colleagues 
join me in thanking Mr. Sam Pack for his 
many years of dedicated service and chari-
table works. I wish him continued success and 
congratulations as the Sam Pack Auto Group 
opens the Sam Pack Five Star Chevrolet 
Dealership in Carrollton, Texas. 

f 

HISTORY IS MADE IN DAYTON, 
OHIO 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate two pieces of history from Day-
ton, Ohio. 

Firstly, last week marked the 22nd anniver-
sary of the Dayton Peace Accords. The Day-
ton Peace Accords brought an end to years of 
bloodshed and created a framework for lasting 
peace in Bosnia and Herzegovnia. I served as 
mayor of Dayton during those Accords and 
witnessed firsthand American diplomacy bring 
adversaries to the negotiating table. 

Recently, however, I fear the peace found in 
Dayton is threatened. Now is a critical time for 
the region. I wrote this week to Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson encouraging him to host a 
Dayton Peace Accords II. The United States 
has an obligation to lead and support the 
peace we helped create in 1995. 

The second piece of history I proudly recog-
nize today is the anniversary of flight. This 
Sunday marked Wright Brothers Day, the 
114th anniversary of the Wright Brothers’ in-
vention of flight. 

The Wright Brothers did the bulk of their re-
search in Dayton, Ohio, eventually leading to 
their creation of flight. Dayton continues to 
maintain the Wright Brothers’ spirit of innova-
tion. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JOHN 
TROHKIMOINEN FOR RECEIVING 
CALIFORNIA CASUALTY’S NA-
TIONAL AWARD FOR TEACHING 
EXCELLENCE 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to John 
Trohkimoinen on receiving California Cas-

ualty’s National Award for Teaching Excel-
lence. This outstanding accomplishment is a 
sign of his hard work, leadership, and commit-
ment to his students. 

For the past thirty years, John has dedi-
cated his time to ensuring that Natrona County 
High students build a strong educational foun-
dation that will benefit them long after they 
leave his classroom. As just one of thirty-eight 
educators to receive this award, his commit-
ment to education and the impact he has on 
those around him is apparent. I thank him for 
his contributions to Wyoming education and to 
Natrona County High School. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to John Trohkimoinen for 
earning the National Award for Teaching Ex-
cellence. He and his family deserve to be ex-
tremely proud of this accomplishment. 

f 

HONORING DR. ROBERT GUNN 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to congratulate my friend, Dr. Robert Gunn, for 
being awarded a National Endowment for the 
Humanities Award for Faculty for his work on 
American Horologics. Literature, Timekeeping, 
and the Production of Space in Early Western 
North America. 

Though it will be above my level of com-
prehension, given Dr. Gunn’s past work and 
the success it has achieved, I am confident 
that this will be an important addition to the 
study of North America and the indigenous 
cultures of the American West. 

Dr. Gunn’s work at the University of Texas 
at El Paso has helped to distinguish UTEP 
and the larger El Paso-Juarez community. It 
has helped to deepen and expand our insight 
of the people of North America, and it has 
contributed to a richer understanding of Amer-
ica and the American West. 

I am extraordinarily fortunate to represent 
Dr. Gunn in Congress and to have the oppor-
tunity to congratulate him for this high 
achievement. Even better, I have the pleasure 
of calling him a friend and personally bearing 
witness to his kindness, wit, wisdom and the 
inspiration he takes from, and love he gives 
to, his beautiful children, Frances and Henry, 
and his wife Jonna, incredibly accomplished in 
her own right as the Director of the English 
Education Program at UTEP. 

We are lucky to have Dr. Gunn in El Paso, 
lucky to count him and his family as friends, 
lucky that he has contributed his outsized tal-
ent and drive to a better understanding of who 
we are. 

Congratulations Robert. 
f 

CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL 
OF THE TOWN OF AMHERST, 
NEW YORK 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the distinguished his-
tory of the Town of Amherst, New York upon 
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the occasion of the town’s Bicentennial in 
2018. Throughout the next year, Amherst will 
reflect on and celebrate its 200th anniversary. 

On April 10, 1818, the Town of Amherst 
was officially created from part of the town of 
Buffalo, later known as the City of Buffalo. As 
the largest town in Erie County, New York, 
Amherst has a total area of 53.28 square 
miles. Amherst encompasses municipalities 
such as the Village of Williamsville, and the 
hamlets of Eggertsville, Getzville, Snyder, 
Swormville and East Amherst. 

In the nineteenth century Amherst was a 
prosperous farming community with seven 
grist mills, several saw mills, a tannery and 
boot and shoe factory and two forges with 
commercial activity centered in Williamsville. 
Amherst draws on its history in its modern de-
velopment, with structures such as the 
Williamsville Water Mill complex finding new 
purpose today. 

From its beginnings as a primarily farming 
community, Amherst transformed into an 
urban area in the twentieth century with the 
creation of new subdivisions. Landmarks such 
as the University of Buffalo Campus North 
Campus and Millard Fillmore Suburban Hos-
pital made Amherst their home. 

Today, Amherst is comprised of approxi-
mately 125,000 residents. Those who live in 
Amherst enjoy a four rink recreational facility 
that attracts national and international ice tour-
naments, a state of the art senior center, three 
libraries, and a State Park within its borders. 

The Town of Amherst will proudly mark its 
200th Anniversary with a series of events 
throughout its Bicentennial Year, beginning on 
January 1, 2018 with a 200th Birthday Party. 
The celebrations continue with a gigantic Pa-
rade, historic walking tours, slogan contest, 
Interclub Service Club Luncheon and gala Bi-
centennial Ball. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to recognize the Town of Am-
herst’s rich history and enduring contributions 
as we celebrate its Bicentennial. Congratula-
tions to the Town of Amherst and its residents 
on this exciting and noteworthy milestone. 

f 

HIGHLIGHTING THE ACHIEVEMENT 
OF A YOUTH GROUP IN NORTH-
EAST PORTLAND 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I’d 
like to highlight the achievement of a group of 
young people in Northeast Portland. 

In 2014, fourteen 6th grade girls at Beverly 
Cleary School formed the Grant Park chapter 
of Jane Goodall’s ‘‘Roots and Shoots’’ youth 
service organization. Their goal was to raise 
funds for orphaned chimpanzees at Goodall’s 
Tchimpounga Rehabilitation Center in Africa. 

The girls’ idea was to produce a vegetarian 
cookbook with sales benefiting the chim-
panzee sanctuary. They wrote letters to chefs 
across the country asking for recipes and then 
spent most Friday evenings together cooking 
the food and taking notes. They also created 
artwork and bios for the chefs to go along with 
each recipe. Three years later, these young 
women are in 9th grade and the cookbook, 
called ‘‘Saving Pan,’’ is done. 

A first printing of 400 copies of Saving Pan 
was sold out in a week and raised $4,000 for 
the Sanctuary. For meeting their goals and 
making a difference, congratulations to Brooke 
Abbruzzese, Talia Baskin, Lily Buckenmeyer, 
Martha Bulkeley, McKenzie Caldicott, Ruby 
Cooper-Karl, Emma Francioch, Willa Gagnon, 
Maeve Larco, Matisse Nash, Maya Rashid, 
Charlotte Stoeger, Hanna Stokes and 
McKenzie Tell. 

f 

HONORING MARY COBB-HILL 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the remarkable life of Mary Alice Cobb-Hill, a 
singer, and pianist, and impresario of the 
negro spiritual, who passed away on Decem-
ber 9, 2017. 

Ms. Hill was born in Oakland, California on 
March 16, 1945 to Mary Magdalene and Roo-
sevelt Cobb. Her parents instilled in her from 
an early age a love of music, and in particular 
the spiritual and gospel music which was a 
staple of their family worship services. Mary’s 
mother was a teacher, and she imbued the 
music with a strong understanding of the his-
tory behind it, especially the experiences of 
the black struggles for freedom from slavery. 

Mary attended Golden Gate Academy in 
Oakland, and later studied at Merritt and 
Laney Colleges, along with the Pacific Union. 
She also took private music lessons in clas-
sical opera singing. 

Mary made the preservation of the Negro 
spiritual her lifelong passion. Throughout her 
life, she spent more than 50 years singing and 
performing in this historical tradition. She also 
worked to advance the tradition by writing 
three original musicals, Flowers from Heaven, 
Dis Train, and The Seven Exaltations of 
Simeon of Cyrene. 

In addition to her work as a performer and 
writer, Ms. Hill also dedicated her life to teach-
ing others about the history and technique of 
the Negro spiritual. She founded and served 
as the creative director for the Voices of Leg-
acy, a community choir that performs in 
churches, schools, and community events, 
and was selected to perform at the inaugura-
tion of then mayor Dianne Feinstein in San 
Francisco. Through her work as an educator, 
Ms. Hill has trained scores of new performers 
and fostered a love of the Negro spiritual tradi-
tion in new generations. 

Through her tireless efforts, Ms. Hill endeav-
ored to use the Negro spiritual tradition to 
maintain a link between those whose experi-
ence and yearning for freedom initially created 
the music, and modern generations who can 
learn from that struggle to continue the push 
for true equality. I am grateful to her for her 
dedication to promoting African American cul-
ture and history, and keeping alive the stories 
and traditions of our ancestors. 

Ms. Hill is survived by her husband, Carl, 
and her daughters Maranatha and Gabrielle, 
as well as her grandchildren Duane, Josiah, 
and Nicole. She is also survived by her broth-
ers Paul & Michael, her sisters Gloria Jean, 
and Sharon, and their families. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 13th Con-
gressional District, it is my honor to commend 

the life and achievements of Ms. Mary Alice 
Cobb-Hill. I offer my sincere gratitude for her 
continued commitment to promote the arts and 
arts education, and for the profound legacy 
she has left in our East Bay community. I also 
offer my condolences to Ms. Cobb-Hill’s family 
and friends as they cope with this immeas-
urable loss and join together to celebrate her 
life. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
ROBERT ‘‘BOB’’ WILMERS 

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, today, we re-
member the life of Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Wilmers, a vi-
sionary, successful business man, loving fa-
ther and husband, who passed away this past 
Saturday. 

In 1983, he became Chairman and CEO of 
M&T Bank and held those positions until his 
recent passing. Under his leadership, M&T 
grew from $2 Billion to $120 Billion in assets 
in 35 years. He saw the bank’s reach grow 
from Buffalo to Maryland and the D.C. area, 
as well as Pennsylvania. Through it all, he 
never lost touch with his customers. 

Bob’s annual letters to shareholders were 
legendary and he was critical of over regula-
tion that hurt regional banks. 

His even handed, steady analysis will be 
missed. In addition to his successful career, 
Bob shared a deep commitment to the city of 
Buffalo, New York through his charitable giv-
ing and service to the community. 

He was fiercely loyal to his work and 
bettering the community, an example we can 
all learn from. I extend my condolences to his 
family and friends. He leaves a large void that 
will be felt for years to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KAREN 
BALLARD ON HER RETIREMENT 
FROM THE GRAPEVINE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate Karen Ballard 
on her numerous years of service and dedica-
tion to the Grapevine Police Department in 
Grapevine, Texas. Karen retires this year after 
serving for fourteen years with the City of 
Grapevine, and accumulating over thirty-one 
years of dedicated service in emergency com-
munications for the State of Texas. 

Karen’s admirable career first began when 
she joined the Arlington Police Department as 
a dispatcher in 1986. After serving for over 
seventeen years in the City of Arlington, 
Texas, Karen began her tenure with the City 
of Grapevine in 2003. 

Throughout her career, Karen has served as 
a Dispatcher, Communications Coordinator, 
Coordinator Training Assistant, and a Commu-
nications Supervisor. Since joining the Grape-
vine Police Department, Karen has honorably 
served her community and has built a reputa-
tion as an outstanding Dispatcher and Com-
munications Supervisor. 
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Karen’s dedication as a public servant is ap-

parent in her pursuit of continued education 
and trainings to help provide a better service 
to her community. In total, Karen has com-
pleted 4,227 training hours since beginning 
her career in emergency communications. 

Karen’s contributions to the emergency op-
erations in the City of Grapevine have helped 
to ensure the Police, Fire, and EMS services 
have the best information available when they 
are needed. The importance of quick and ac-
curate information can never be overstated in 
life-or-death situations. Karen’s dedication and 
service have been a vital part of keeping our 
first responders effective, and more impor-
tantly, keeping them safe. Her legacy will 
leave a lasting mark on the City of Grapevine 
and the city’s emergency services for many 
years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the notable efforts Karen has contributed to 
the City of Grapevine. I ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing 
Karen Ballard and her many years of service 
and wishing her the best in her retirement. 

f 

HOW THE REPUBLICAN TAX PLAN 
HURTS MILLIONS OF AMERICANS 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to the proposal put forward 
by my Republican colleagues that is 
misleadingly titled the ‘‘Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act.’’ I voted against the GOP Tax Scam when 
it was brought up in the House of Representa-
tives a few weeks ago, and I did again this 
week when Republicans bypassed ‘‘regular 
order’’ to pass a partisan, highway robbery 
and power grab bill that will give massive tax 
cuts to corporations experiencing record prof-
its and explode our national debt, while pulling 
the rug out from beneath the American Work-
ing Class and Middle Class. 

As the elected representatives of the Amer-
ican people, Congress should be passing leg-
islation that helps every American, not serving 
as a rubber-stamp for tax cuts advanced by a 
President who bankrupted four companies, his 
high-flying billionaire cabinet, and his wealthy 
corporate donors demanding a big Christmas 
bonus for the one-percent. Yet that is pre-
cisely what the Republicans in Congress have 
done. 

Let’s be clear: this bill will not ‘‘stimulate the 
economy’’ or ‘‘create more jobs’’—in fact, 
more than 30 distinguished economists have 
invalidated these claims. This bill will not help 
middle-class Americans today and it will not 
help future generations of Americans tomor-
row—in fact, these claims have also been 

proved false by the analysis of nonpartisan tax 
experts and government entities. Maryland’s 
middle class, seniors, students, working fami-
lies, and everyone else who is not a gigantic 
corporation, one of the richest of the rich in 
this country, or anyone without their own lob-
byist will be made worse-off under this pro-
posal. Our children and grandchildren will be 
footing the bill for this irresponsible and reck-
less corporate giveaway for decades to come. 

Both the House and Senate tax bills are bad 
deals for my constituents, Marylanders, and 
ninety-nine-percent of Americans. There were 
virtually no hearings and no Democratic input 
in the process, while special interest lobbyists 
inserted absurd provisions (such as elimi-
nating the deductions for state and local taxes 
and medical expenses, and opening-up oil 
drilling in Alaska). 

A recent analysis from the Joint Committee 
on Taxation found that many Americans, in-
cluding many of my constituents, will receive a 
substantial tax hike under the Republican 
plan. Also, according to both the non-partisan 
Joint Committee on Taxation and the Con-
gressional Budget Office, by 2027, those earn-
ing $40,000 to $50,000 would pay a combined 
$5.3 billion more in taxes, while the group 
earning $1 million or more would get a $5.8 
billion tax cut. Apparently the Republican 
version of the new American Dream is to raise 
taxes on the Middle Class while showering 
millionaires with tax breaks. 

Congressional Republicans are also dis-
missing concerns over the debt, reversing 
years of deficit-hawk rhetoric so fast they are 
walking around with neck braces from the ide-
ological whiplash. Suddenly the GOP is calling 
trillions of dollars of debt ‘‘a drop in the buck-
et’’—which will of course, be true, only until 
Republicans decide that we need deep painful 
cuts to Medicaid, Medicare and Social Secu-
rity to pay for the magnificent tax cuts they 
have already bestowed upon the nation’s 
wealthiest one-percent. 

If this legislation is such a boon for Amer-
ica’s small businesses, why are the small 
businesses in my state so upset about the 
plan? Maryland’s small businesses may be in 
favor of long-overdue tax reform, but this is 
not it. They wanted public hearings, where 
provisions like pass-through businesses could 
have been openly discussed and debated. In-
stead, we’re looking at a bill which pretends to 
provide for small business but most pass- 
through income goes to the top one-percent of 
American earners. This is hardly helping 
America’s Middle Class as the Republican 
leadership claims, but it certainly helps the 
GOP’s gilded Donor Class. 

My constituents are not fools and they are 
not suckers. They are not holding buckets 
waiting for the Koch Brothers’ private jet main-
tenance exemptions to magically ‘‘trickle 
down’’ and benefit them. No credible research 
has demonstrated that corporate tax breaks 
will create millions of new American jobs. In 

fact, documented history shows that just the 
opposite occurs. Foreign corporations are 
probably cheering along the GOP Tax Scam, 
knowing that America is only days away from 
creating millions of new jobs overseas. Trickle- 
down economics is a fraud. The only kind of 
economics that works for Americans is bubble- 
up economics where we invest in infrastruc-
ture, health care and education—we invest in 
the Middle Class and prosperity bubbles up 
everywhere. 

Furthermore, I often hear from my overseas 
constituents, who have their own profound 
concerns about our tax system. As someone 
who has lived abroad, I appreciate their con-
cerns. Americans abroad are being treated un-
fairly—taxed first by their local tax authority, 
and again by the United States. No other 
countries tax their citizens abroad, with the ex-
ceptions of North Korea and Eritrea. Yet Con-
gressional Republicans have chosen to ignore 
the nine million voices of red, white and blue 
American citizens seeking help and relief. The 
GOP is callously ignoring our citizens over-
seas, refusing to help millions of constituents 
abroad who desperately want and deserve 
expat tax reform. 

Congress should act immediately, so that 
U.S. citizens living abroad are not forced to 
choose between two terrible outcomes: drain-
ing their life savings to pay their taxes or re-
nouncing their citizenship to escape this out-
rageous double taxation. There has been 
some important progress in this regard 
though. I’m pleased that my colleague from 
North Carolina, Representative GEORGE HOLD-
ING, readily acknowledged the problem of 
expat taxation during the House Floor debate 
on H.R. 1, but frankly, it is shocking that the 
House Ways and Means Committee failed en-
tirely to provide any tax reform relief whatso-
ever to millions of Americans living abroad. 

My constituents did not send me to Con-
gress to vote for a bill which adds more than 
$1 trillion to our national debt; sends American 
jobs overseas; eliminates tax assistance provi-
sions for the sick, seniors, college students, 
teachers, families with special needs children, 
working families, and middle-class families; 
and puts more into the pockets of people like 
President Trump. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is a hoax. Re-
publicans boast that this bill provides ‘‘tax cuts 
for everybody,’’ but millions of Americans will 
see their taxes increased under this proposal. 
Don’t just take my word for it, check out the 
latest analysis from the official revenue referee 
of Congress, the Joint Committee on Taxation. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, this tax bill is a bad 
deal for Maryland, and indeed, nearly every 
American whose last name isn’t Trump or 
Koch or Mercer or Adelson. I am proud to 
have taken a stand for Marylanders and Amer-
ica’s Middle Class by voting against the GOP 
Tax Scam. 
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