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CONGRATULATING MS. MARIA 
DIAZ ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Ms. Maria Diaz on her retire-
ment. For over thirty-five years, Maria has 
supported my constituents with advice, infor-
mation, and guidance on Social Security mat-
ters. 

Maria began her extensive career in public 
service as a co-op student working at the So-
cial Security Administration’s (SSA) Little Ha-
vana Field Office in Florida. Through her dedi-
cation and hard work, Maria was swiftly pro-
moted to the position of Claims Service Rep-
resentative in the Perrine Field Office. Her in-
valuable contributions were recognized when, 
in 1990, she was promoted to Operations Su-
pervisor in the Perrine Office, where she con-
tinuously displayed a high level of attentive-
ness and care. 

In September 2001, Ms. Diaz’s strengths 
were acknowledged when she was appointed 
Public Affairs Specialist of the South Florida 
Area and the Atlanta Region, a position she 
held until her retirement. In this capacity, she 
has represented the SSA with an outstanding 
degree of professionalism and has remained 
steadfast with the main goal of the Administra-
tion, which is to serve the public. She continu-
ously provided our community members with 
timely and relevant information and cultivated 
media and community contacts to ensure 
messages were delivered in a concise and 
positive manner. Throughout her impressive 
career, Maria demonstrated her commitment 
to public service and efficiently resolved our 
constituents’ Social Security issues. 

In recognition of her invaluable contributions 
to the SSA, Maria has received numerous 
awards, including multiple Commissioner Cita-
tions, which is the highest honor conferred 
upon SSA employees. Maria’s support to my 
constituents over the years has been remark-
able and her dedication to her job commend-
able. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Ms. Maria Diaz for her outstanding service to 
our community, and I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing this remarkable indi-
vidual. 

f 

CELEBRATING MRS. BETTIE J. 
BROUSSARD CURTIS 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Mrs. Bettie J. Broussard Curtis, a 
distinguished educator and woman of pro-
found spiritual convictions. Mrs. Curtis was 

born and raised in Orange, Texas to her par-
ents Shelton and Ophelia Broussard. Coming 
from a family of thirteen, Mrs. Curtis learned a 
strong work ethic and faith in God from her 
parents which no doubt led to her success. 
Mrs. Curtis married her husband James 
Ilenton Curtis in 1963 and was married for 31 
years before his demise. 

Mrs. Curtis received her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Business Education from Wiley Col-
lege and a Master of Education Degree in 
Business from Texas Southern University in 
Houston. While pursuing her advanced studies 
she taught at both Texas Southern and Lamar 
University. 

Mrs. Curtis is best known for her 56 years 
as a business education teacher for West Or-
ange-Cove CISD where she inspired her stu-
dents with her beautiful smile, gracious de-
meanor, and the skills necessary for success 
in the global workplace. The school district 
honored her by naming the new elementary 
school library the Bettie J. Curtis Library. 

Mrs. Curtis has always shown a strong com-
mitment to civic and political organizations 
throughout her community—she was named 
the first African American to serve as Presi-
dent of District V Texas State Teachers Asso-
ciation as well as involvement in National Edu-
cation Association, Texas Business and Tech-
nology Educators Association, National Busi-
ness Education Association, NAACP, Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, and Top Ladies of Dis-
tinction. Mrs. Curtis has also received count-
less awards including Teacher of the Year, 
Outstanding Educator and Woman of the Year 
at Mount Olive Baptist Church just to name a 
few. 

On Saturday, January 13, 2018 Mrs. Curtis 
will be presented with the Blossoming Minds 
MLK Gala Legend Award, and for this I con-
gratulate her. This award is a testament to her 
passionate service to others and unwavering 
commitment to her community and faith in 
God. It is my privilege to honor her for this 
special achievement and incredible career. 

f 

HIGH FIVE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I sa-
lute the Houston Fire Department and Hous-
ton City Councilmember Brenda Stardig for 
their rescue efforts during Hurricane Harvey. 

In a move that can only be described as di-
vine intervention, HFD’s new high water res-
cue vehicle was delivered only a few days be-
fore one of Texas’s most devastating storms 
rocked the state and dumped more than 50 
inches of rain in the Houston area. When 
Councilmember Stardig used her district’s dis-
cretionary funds to purchase the high water 
rescue vehicle for HFD she knew it was a 
much needed addition to the city’s rescue 
fleet; she just didn’t know how timely her pur-
chase would be. 

Called the ‘‘High Five’’ because it is docked 
at HFD Station 5 in my congressional district, 
HFD’s high water rescue vehicle was the only 
high water rescue vehicle available exclusively 
to the city of Houston during the hurricane. 
The ‘‘High Five’’ is a heavy duty military vehi-
cle that can carry 15 people and two opera-
tors. Its electronics and fuel system are 
sealed, giving it the ability to transport in more 
than four feet of water. 

Other vehicles like city garbage trucks were 
used for rescues, but this vehicle is unique be-
cause it is designed not only to go through 
high water but to also rescue people easily. 
For example, it has a lift on it to assist people 
in getting on board. Mr. Speaker, even my 
jeep with its lift kit is no match for what this 
vehicle can do. It was estimated that in one 
day, over 400 people were rescued with this 
truck and possibly 1,000 people total. 

Since the storm, HFD has received a surge 
of donations to continue to upgrade their res-
cue fleet. Councilmember Stardig and the 
Firefighters Foundation of Houston recently 
raised more than $52,000—enough for two 
additional rescue boats. Since Harvey, private 
donors like HEB and Metro National have 
stepped up to help fund two additional high 
water rescue vehicles. 

Mr. Speaker, much of my district and the 
Houston area are still reeling from Harvey’s 
damage. Much work remains to be done. It is 
heroes like Assistant Chief Ruy Lozano who 
oversees the HFD rescue fleet, HFD Chief 
Sam Peña, and Houston City Councilmember 
Brenda Stardig who rose up during his catas-
trophe to save lives. Many of us will remember 
their contributions to our community during 
this crisis. We always say, when Houstonians 
see a need they step up. Sometimes it’s into 
a 10-foot high water rescue vehicle. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING RICHARD LEE 

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and thank Mr. Richard Lee, a 
dedicated public servant and dear friend. Mr. 
Lee is retiring this January from his position as 
executive director of the Waukegan Public Li-
brary after fifteen years of extraordinary serv-
ice on behalf of our community. 

Under his leadership, the Waukegan Public 
Library has become an indispensable resource 
for our local community, a place where resi-
dents can gather to learn, collaborate on 
school homework, or even just hang out with 
Lizzy, the library’s bearded dragon. 

Throughout Mr. Lee’s tenure, the library ex-
panded its programs to offer literacy classes 
covering everything from English language 
learning to computer skills to basic reading, 
writing, and math skills for adults. Mr. Lee also 
oversaw a $1.2 million renovation that finished 
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in 2015, to modernize the facilities and in-
crease cooperative working spaces. And the li-
brary even hosts a summer concert series. 

The library’s inspired initiatives and incred-
ible progress were recognized by the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services, which 
awarded the Waukegan Public Library with the 
National Medal in 2013, the highest national 
recognition for libraries. 

In fact, it was at the White House award 
ceremony hosted by First Lady Michelle 
Obama that I first met Mr. Lee and his team. 
Since then, the Waukegan Public Library has 
been an important partner in my work for our 
community, including allowing us to host reg-
ular Neighborhood Office Hours to serve resi-
dents closer to home, as well as graciously 
providing the venue for a recent ceremony 
honoring local Vietnam Veterans. 

In closing, I want to again thank my friend, 
Mr. Richard Lee, for his dedicated leadership, 
creativity, and passion over these last 15 
years. I wish him the very best in his well-de-
served retirement with family and friends. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SIERRA SAC-
RAMENTO VALLEY MEDICAL SO-
CIETY 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate the 150th Anniversary of the Sierra 
Sacramento Valley Medical Society. 

On March 18, 1868, twelve physicians 
formed the Sacramento Society for Medical 
Improvement, which is known today as the Si-
erra Sacramento Valley Medical Society. 

The medical society’s early goals of learning 
about diseases and cures, formulating public 
health, sanitation, and food safety ordinances, 
and supporting the principles and ethics of the 
medical profession continue to benefit Sac-
ramento communities. 

The Sierra Sacramento Valley Medical Soci-
ety founded the Sacramento Board of Health 
and helped form the first State Board of 
Health in California. 

SSVMS represents more than 3,500 physi-
cians, medical students, residents and fellows. 
Thirteen SSVMS physicians have served as 
President of the California Medical Association 
and three have served as President of the 
American Medical Association. 

SSVMS’s RX Safe Physicians program has 
partnered with opioid task forces in Sac-
ramento and El Dorado Counties to create a 
physician led coalition that is fighting opioid 
abuse. 

As a member myself, I want to thank the Si-
erra Sacramento Valley Medical Society for 
their work over the past 150 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the Sierra Sacramento 
Valley Medical Society on 150 years of service 
to the Sacramento region. 

HONORING SENSEI MARUYAMA 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to congratulate Sensei Shuji Maruyama, the 
Founder of Kokikai Aikido, on the occasion of 
the 50th anniversary of his teaching Aikido in 
Pennsylvania. In so doing, I honor his 
achievements and the beneficial role that 
Kokikai Aikido has played in enriching the 
lives of the men, women and children of 
Bucks County, PA and the USA. 

Kokikai Aikido is a self-defense training sys-
tem that stresses timing, centering, and co-
ordination, rather than meeting force with 
force. Aikido students strive to use minimum 
effort for maximum effect, making Aikido an 
effective self-defense method for people of all 
levels of physical ability and of all ages. 
Kokikai Aikido teaches that strength comes 
from one’s mental state as well as from one’s 
physical prowess. It provides a path for per-
sonal realization and ethical self-defense. Stu-
dents learn that as they become stronger, a 
peaceful resolution of conflict becomes more, 
not less, possible. In this way Aikido students 
also become better citizens, as they work to-
ward attaining their personal goals. 

After 50 years of teaching in the USA, 
Sensei Maruyama continues to share his 
unbounded energy with his students. He con-
stantly strives to improve and simplify his tech-
nique, and to find even more effective ways of 
teaching. Through his leadership, Kokikai 
Aikido has grown to include dojos all over the 
United States and the world. Keystone Kokikai 
Aikido has made his teachings accessible to 
hundreds of Southeastern Pennsylvania resi-
dents. 

I offer congratulations to Sensei Maruyama 
on his achievement and congratulations to his 
students who are fortunate to celebrate this 
milestone with him. It is my hope that Kokikai 
Aikido will continue to flourish and that Sensei 
Shuji Maruyama will continue to bring his skills 
to the martial arts community for many years 
to come. 

f 

HONORING COMRADE WILLIE L. 
LINDSEY, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Comrade Willie Lee Lindsey, Jr. who 
was born on February 23, 1936. 

He enlisted into the United States Air Force 
on February 3, 1954 and was trained to be a 
Fire Fighter in the United States Air Force. 

He obtained the rank of Airman 3rd Class 
(A/3C) during his 3 years and 10 months of 
service. 

Comrade Willie L. Lindsey Jr. served 1 year 
and 10 months under imminent danger and 
hazardous duty conditions on the Korean Pe-
ninsula of South Korea. 

He was awarded the National Defense 
Medal along with the Korean Service Medal 
during his time of service in the Air Force. 

Airman 3rd Class Willie L. Lindsey, Jr. was 
Honorably Discharged from the United States 
Air Force on January 7, 1958. 

After serving his country as a Fire Fighter in 
the military, Comrade Willie L. Lindsey, Jr. 
transitioned into civilian life and worked and 
retired after 30 years of employment at Vick-
ers, Inc. in Jackson, Mississippi. 

In December of 1985, Willie Lindsey joined 
the Brooks, William, Stewart, Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 9832, in Jackson, MS. 

He was elected VFW Post 9832 Com-
mander in 1988 and served in that position 
from 1988 to 2008. He also served as VFW 
5th District Commander during his time as 
VFW Post 9832 Commander. 

In 2006 through 2007, Willie Lindsey be-
came the first African American in the State of 
Mississippi to be elected and serve as State 
Commander of the Department of Mississippi’s 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Comrade Willie L. Lindsey, Jr. was a mem-
ber of Shady Grove Baptist Church in Jack-
son, Mississippi. He is survived by his son 
Roderick Odems. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Comrade Willie L. Lindsey, Jr. 
for his dedication to serving his country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID ROUZER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
make it back to Washington, D.C. to vote on 
the evening of 1/8/2018 due to inclement 
weather conditions. Had I been present, I 
would have voted Present on Roll Call No. 1. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF EMMA 
COUTURE 

HON. CHARLIE CRIST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Emma Couture, a remarkable 
and talented young woman who tragically left 
us too soon. 

At 19 years old, Emma accomplished a 
great deal more than many of us could hope 
to in a lifetime. And she did it with an open 
and giving heart that inspired everyone she 
met. Emma exemplified the best and the 
brightest of our Pinellas community: a brilliant 
student, gifted actress, and a thoughtful, self-
less individual. 

From a young age, Ms. Couture showed a 
keen interest in the theater. In high school, 
she used her role as District Broadway Cares 
Representative to draw attention to AIDS re-
search, organizing a donation drive and raffle 
at her local thespian competition. Emma used 
her unique talent on the stage as a platform 
to advocate for LGBTQ rights and other impor-
tant issues, orchestrating a theatrical produc-
tion that raised thousands of dollars for charity 
and drew performers from all over the country. 

Emma’s dedication to good works was 
matched only by her impressive intelligence. 
She was a victor on the television game show 
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Kid Jeopardy, serving as a source of civic 
pride for Pinellas County and an inspiration to 
little girls across the community. As a fellow 
Green Devil, no one better represented St. 
Petersburg High School and its motto of loy-
alty and service to God, country, and home. 

After graduation, Emma realized her dream 
of working on the stage in New York City as 
a student at Marymount Manhattan College. 
She spent her final moments doing the very 
thing she loved most: directing her first college 
theater production, helping a fellow performer 
rehearse their lines. 

Emma’s passing due to unexpected heart 
failure was a sad day for Pinellas County. To 
her dedicated, loving parents Wilma and 
Peter, and her older sister Hannah, our hearts 
go out. I thank them for bringing such an in-
credible young woman into this world. She has 
left an indelible mark that will never be erased; 
her spirit will live on in the hearts of everyone 
whose life she touched. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I respectfully in-
clude in the RECORD my intended votes for 
November 28 through December 1, 2017. I 
was feeling under the weather, and at the ad-
vice of my doctor I was told to rest and avoid 
air travel for the duration of the week. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2017 
H.R. 2768—Fowler and Boskoff Peaks Des-

ignation Act (Sponsored by Rep. SCOTT TIP-
TON/Natural Resources Committee)—This leg-
islation would designate two mountain peaks 
in the Uncompahgre National Forest in Colo-
rado as ‘‘Fowler Peak’’ and ‘‘Boskoff Peak’’ in 
honor of two philanthropists—Charlie Fowler 
and Christine Boskoff—whom supported ath-
letic schools, women’s education, global lit-
eracy, and gender equality. They passed away 
when an avalanche struck while they were at-
tempting to climb Genyen Peak in Tibet in No-
vember 2006. Roll no. 638—Yes 

H.R. 3115—Superior National Forest Land 
Exchange Act of 2017 (Sponsored by Rep. 
RICK NOLAN/Natural Resources Committee). 
This legislation would facilitate a land ex-
change between the United States Forest 
Service (USFS) and a private entity—6,650 
acres of federal land in the Superior National 
Forest would be exchanged for 6,690 acres of 
private land in the same forest. The proposal 
has been under strict review by the National 
Environmental Policy Act for seven years, and 
requires permitting through the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the State of Min-
nesota after the bill’s enactment. Roll no. 
639—Yes 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2017 
Ordering the Previous Question on H. Res. 

631—Procedural vote on the combined rule 
providing for consideration of the bill, H.R. 
3017—Brownfields Enhancement, Economic 
Redevelopment, and Reauthorization Act of 
2017, and of the bill, H.R. 3905—Minnesota’s 
Economic Rights in the Superior National For-
est Act. Roll no. 640—Yes 

Adoption of H. Res. 631—Procedural vote 
on the combined rule providing for consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3017—Brownfields En-

hancement, Economic Redevelopment, and 
Reauthorization Act of 2017, and of the bill, 
H.R. 3905—Minnesota’s Economic Rights in 
the Superior National Forest Act. Roll no. 
641—Yes 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017 
H.Amdt. 487 to H.R. 3905, Minnesota’s Eco-

nomic Rights in the Superior National Forest 
Act, GRIJALVA (D–AZ) Amendment—Increases 
the royalty rate by 16.66 percent for mineral 
leases in the Superior National Forest. Roll 
no. 642—No 

Passage of H.R. 3905—Minnesota’s Eco-
nomic Rights in the Superior National Forest 
Act (Sponsored by Rep. TOM EMMER/Natural 
Resources Committee)—This bill restores min-
eral rights in Minnesota, and opens the permit-
ting process for mining in the state. Roll no. 
643—Yes 

Ordering the Previous Question on H. Res. 
635—Procedural vote on the combined rule 
providing for consideration of the bill H.R. 
4182—Ensuring a Qualified Civil Service Act 
of 2017 and of the bill H.R. 1699—Preserving 
Access to Manufactured Housing Act of 2017. 
Roll no. 644—Yes 

Adoption of H. Res. 635—Procedural vote 
on the combined rule providing for consider-
ation of the bill H.R. 4182—Ensuring a Quali-
fied Civil Service Act of 2017 and of the bill 
H.R. 1699—Preserving Access to Manufac-
tured Housing Act of 2017. Roll no. 645—Yes 

H.Amdt. 489 to H.R. 4182, Ensuring a 
Qualified Civil Service Act of 2017, Hastings 
(D–FL) Amendment—Exempts alumni of the 
PeaceCorps, AmeriCorps, and other national 
service programs under the Corporation for 
National and Community Service from the two- 
year probationary period. Roll no. 646—No 

H.Amdt. 491 to H.R. 4182, CONNOLLY (D– 
VA) Substitute Amendment—Strikes the provi-
sions of the bill and replaces it with a study 
and report by the Comptroller General of the 
United States. The study and report will be on 
those agencies that have lengthened the em-
ployee probationary period from 1 to 2 years, 
and any impact of an existing two-year proba-
tionary period at the agency. Roll no. 647—No 

Passage of H.R. 4182—Ensuring a Quali-
fied Civil Service Act of 2017—This legislation 
would extend the probationary period for new 
federal employees (civil service) from one year 
to two years. The bill addresses the findings 
from a 2015 GAO report which found that su-
pervisors often do not utilize the probationary 
period for its intended purpose, and need 
more time to complete a full assessment of 
work performance. Roll no. 648—Yes 

Passage of H.R. 3017—Brownfields En-
hancement, Economic Redevelopment, and 
Reauthorization Act of 2017 (Sponsored by 
Rep. DAVID MCKINLEY/Energy and Commerce 
Committee)—This bill reauthorizes the 
Brownfields Program to provide grants and 
technical assistance to communities, states, 
and tribes to assess, safely clean up, and 
sustainably reuse contaminated properties. 
There are more than 450,000 brownfields in 
the United States, and each of these sites has 
the potential to encourage economic develop-
ment with federal assistance. Roll no. 649— 
Yes 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2017 
Democrat Motion to Recommit on H.R. 

1699—Preserving Access to Manufactured 
Housing Act of 2017 (Sponsored by Rep. 
ANDY BARR/Financial Services Committee)— 
Roll no. 650—No 

Passage of H.R. 1699—Preserving Access 
to Manufactured Housing Act of 2017 (Spon-
sored by Rep. ANDY BARR/Financial Services 
Committee)—This bill would help low-income 
families gain access to banks loans to pur-
chase mobile homes. Roll no. 651—Yes 

Approval of the Journal Roll no. 652—Yes 
f 

HONORING THE WEST SENECA 
WEST VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM 
FOR THEIR STATE CHAMPION-
SHIP VICTORY 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the West Seneca West 
varsity football team for their remarkable 
achievement of winning the 2017 New York 
State Public High Schools Athletic Association 
Class A Championship with a 14–6 victory 
over the Section I Champions, Yorktown High 
School, at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse on 
November 24, 2017. 

The West Seneca West football team 
earned the distinction of being ranked No. 1 in 
large schools by the Buffalo News. Head 
Coach Mike Vastola was selected Coach of 
the Year and senior quarterback Matt Myers 
was selected Player of the Year and Connolly 
Cup Winner, an award given to one out-
standing varsity football player from Western 
New York each year. 

Myers accounted for 264 of West’s 290 
yards in total offense. The defense performed 
well under pressure to lay a strong foundation 
for the biggest victory in the history of West 
Seneca West football. This incredible season 
comes on the heels of a 12-year playoff 
drought, which displays the dedication of 
these players and coaches to building a cham-
pionship team. 

I’d like to thank former coach and current 
president of the West Seneca Teacher’s Asso-
ciation, Joseph Cantafio, for inviting me here 
today to recognize the young men and the 
football organization that has brought this 
community together, inspiring a great sense of 
pride for West Seneca’s accomplishments 
both on and off the field. The team’s spirit of 
hard work, camaraderie and incredible sports-
manship has moved this community to believe 
that anything is possible when you come to-
gether as a team. 

Every player on the roster deserves to be 
recognized for the efforts, from freshmen to 
seniors. The efforts of Liam Scheuer, Josh 
Clifton, Juston Johnson, Mike Velasquez, Josh 
Karmazyn, Bryan Ball, Mitch Bednarz, David 
Beard, Jacob Wagner, Dillon Weir, Nick 
Knowles, Luke Wilhelm, Kyle Bauer, Kyle 
Haettich, Jordan Mackiewicz, Jake Cooper, Ni-
colai Lowman, Dylan Kasic, John Speyer, 
Cody Chambers, Jake Wood, Corey Snyder, 
Jebadiah Braunscheidel, John Cantafio, Josh 
Wilson, Bradley Claycomb, Nick Fazzio, Jer-
emy Cuthbert, Daniel Cantafio, Robin Block, 
Nick Cooper, George Newcomb, Tremar Brice, 
Chris Ignasiak, Tavian Brooks, Dustin White- 
Wagner, Mike Glinski, and Trevor Stoddard 
earned West Seneca West the state cham-
pionship, led by Captains Jesse Broad, Matt 
Myers, Vinny Draper, Coach Mike Vastola, As-
sistant Coaches Dave Recor, Matt Marinaro, 
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Rob Lares, Joe Cantafio, Neil Raddu, and 
Rich Sanders, and Athletic Director Vincent 
Dell’Oso. 

The team’s perfect record in 2017 is one 
that will be remembered and celebrated for 
years to come. Let me echo the words of 
Coach Mike Vastola who proclaimed it ‘‘a 
great moment for fans, a great moment for the 
community and a great moment for all the 
guys that he was proud to coach.’’ A moment 
every football player dreams of, winning the 
state championship after a hard-fought couple 
of years, is an accomplishment that this team 
should be very proud of. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to recognize the champion West 
Seneca West varsity football team. Their suc-
cess reinforces timeless lessons learned by 
student athletes of the virtues of preparation, 
teamwork, and diligence. Congratulations to 
the West Seneca West varsity football players, 
coaches, staff and fans on this well-deserved, 
historic victory. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF STAFF 
SERGEANT PETER EWANICK 

HON. SALUD O. CARBAJAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
celebrate the life of Staff Sergeant Peter 
Ewanick. He was born May 23, 1919 to 
Ukrainian immigrants in Forestville, Pennsyl-
vania. They were fleeing oppression and seek-
ing a better life in America. 

Peter grew up in Evanston, Illinois, playing 
football and baseball in high school. In Sep-
tember of 1941 he enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps, three months before the 
United States would enter World War II. He 
was part of an USMC special weapons pla-
toon in two of the bloodiest battles in the Pa-
cific, Tarawa and Okinawa. He was honorably 
discharged as a Staff Sergeant in December 
1945. 

Peter Ewanick got a job in Los Angeles as 
a lineman for the Pacific Telephone and Tele-
graph Company, helping to build the micro-
wave infrastructure across California’s deserts 
and to install overhead and underground ca-
bles for the postwar population boom in LA. 
He married wife Joyce in 1958, and together 
they raised her children and their son to-
gether, Joel, in both Huntington Park and the 
San Fernando Valley. 

Peter Ewanick retired in 1981 as a splicing 
and construction foreman, having been re-
sponsible for the Wilshire District of Los Ange-
les. The couple moved to Santa Barbara in 
2008. Peter was a lifetime member of the Elks 
Lodge and the Telephone Pioneers, and gen-
erally regarded as a good husband, a great 
role model, and a proud American veteran. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to join with the 
nation and the Ewanick family in celebrating 
this special life, which ended peacefully on 
July 25, 2017. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN JENKINS 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent for Roll Call vote No. 1 on the 
evening of January 8, 2018. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
Present on Roll Call No. 1. 

f 

REMEMBERING STEVE PHELPS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Dr. Steve Phelps, a life-long educa-
tor and administrator who dedicated his career 
to improving opportunities for students of all 
backgrounds throughout the Bay Area. Dr. 
Phelps died on December 26th following com-
plications from heart surgery. 

Steve Phelps was born on June 9th, 1944 
in Los Angeles, but grew up in Oakland. He 
graduated from San Francisco State University 
and the University of San Francisco, and re-
ceived his doctorate in educational leader-
ship—a subject which he would put to great 
use throughout his career. 

Dr. Phelps began his teaching career in San 
Francisco. In 1972 he started as a social 
sciences teacher and coach at St. Ignatius, a 
private Catholic high school in the Sunset Dis-
trict. He quickly made his mark by working to 
ensure that students from throughout San 
Francisco could take advantage of the benefits 
of St. Ignatius’ high quality education. 

In 1973, Dr. Phelps started SI Uplift, a pro-
gram aimed at improving the diversity of the 
student body at St. Ignatius. His efforts to im-
prove diversity including outreach to other ele-
mentary schools to encourage minority stu-
dents to consider St. Ignatius, and he also 
served as the moderators of the Black Student 
Union and the Asian Students Coalition. 

While at St. Ignatius, Dr. Phelps also served 
as the head of the school’s professional devel-
opment department; ensuring that teachers 
were able to attain credentials and advanced 
degrees in order to provide better outcomes 
for their students. 

In 2005, Dr. Phelps returned home to Oak-
land when he took the helm as President of 
Bishop O’Dowd High School. As president, Dr. 
Phelps helped improve the school’s fund-
raising record, which enabled O’Dowd to fund 
the renovation of classrooms, the construction 
of the Center for Environmental Studies, and 
to initiate a program to provide all students 
with laptops—the first of its kind at the time in 
the Bay Area. 

Dr. Phelps’ leadership also expanded much 
needed financial aid for students, helping to 
ensure that cost was not a barrier for families 
who wanted their children to receive the bene-
fits of a Bishop O’Dowd education. 

Throughout his life, Dr. Phelps dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment to im-
proving the lives of the thousands of students 
in the Bay Area. His work helped strengthen 
two schools, but his legacy will be the impact 
that he had on the lives of his students, and 

all that they are able to achieve through the 
support that he provided them. 

On behalf of California’s 13th Congressional 
District, I’d like to thank Dr. Phelps for his ex-
ceptional and distinguished career, and honor 
his life of service to our district. I send my sin-
cere condolences to his wife, Susan, his chil-
dren Amy and Chris, and his entire extended 
family. 

f 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
APPRECIATION DAY 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Law Enforcement Appreciation Day. 
Thank you to all who put their lives at risk 
every day and night to keep our families safe. 
Our law enforcement and first responders run 
into danger so that others can escape it. 

Last year, we passed the Thin Blue Line Act 
to ensure that those who commit crimes 
against our law enforcement will be held ac-
countable and seek justice for those murdered 
in the line of duty. I am committed to con-
tinuing to fight for the officers of the thin blue 
line. 

Every day, despite great personal risks, law 
enforcement officers across the country put on 
their uniforms and carry out their duties to pro-
tect and serve. They have our backs, let’s 
have theirs. 

f 

APPRECIATING THE BIRTH OF 
WILLIAM BRUNSON DEPASS IV 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, congratulations to W. Brunson DePass, III, 
and Emily Barnhill DePass on the birth of their 
son William Brunson DePass, IV, born at 4:47 
p.m., Saturday, January 6, 2018, at Baptist 
Medical Center of Columbia, South Carolina, 
weighing six pounds and fourteen ounces. 

He is welcomed by his grateful grand-
parents William (Rusty) B. DePass, Jr. and 
Susan Parker DePass along with Jane Arnold 
Barnhill and Edward (Butch) D. Barnhill, Jr., 
Esq. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JEFFREY 
STAMPER 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Sergeant Jeffrey Stamper for twenty-six 
years of dedicated service to the public safety 
of the citizens of Kings County, California. 

Sergeant Stamper is a lifelong Kings County 
resident. Born in 1967, Jeffrey grew up in the 
small farm town of Corcoran, California. He at-
tended local schools and graduated Corcoran 
High School in 1985 before attending Cali-
fornia State University, Long Beach. 
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Sergeant Stamper’s law enforcement career 

started in 1991, as a Deputy Sheriff in Kings 
County. He was promoted to Senior Deputy 
Sheriff in February of 2000. After sixteen 
years in the Kings County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Sergeant Stamper transitioned to the 
Kings County District Attorney’s Office as an 
Investigator in November of 2007. 

In 2010, Sergeant Stamper was sworn into 
the Inaugural Police Department for the City of 
Avenal, California. His experience and leader-
ship made him a preferred candidate to help 
establish a new department to protect the citi-
zens of Avenal. This year completes seven full 
years of service to the citizens of Avenal and 
twenty-six years of total law enforcement ex-
perience. 

In retirement, Sergeant Stamper will be 
spending more time with his loving family, wife 
Julie and daughters Taylor and Lilly. On this 
special day for Jeffrey, it is important to re-
member his son Brandon who was taken from 
his loved ones and our community too soon in 
2012. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in commending Sergeant Jeffrey 
Stamper on his retirement from the City of 
Avenal and his service to the people of Kings 
County over the past twenty-six years. As he 
embarks on the next chapter of his life, I wish 
him my absolute best. 

f 

LIFE OF MARCUS RASKIN 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the fiercely independent progres-
sive think tank co-founder Professor Marcus 
G. Raskin and to pay my respects to his fam-
ily, especially to my colleague, Maryland Con-
gressman JAMIE RASKIN. Mr. Raskin died De-
cember 24 at 83. As a founder of the Institute 
for Policy Studies in 1963, Mr. Raskin was at 
the forefront shaping important policy pro-
posals for more than five decades as the intel-
lectual force against ‘‘the national security 
state,’’ a term he coined. Mr. Raskin was in-
strumental in galvanizing the anti-Vietnam War 
movement and in seeing the Pentagon Papers 
were published. He was indicted in 1968 as 
one of the ‘‘Boston Five’’—including William 
Sloane Coffin and Dr. Benjamin Spock—for 
conspiracy to aid resistance to the draft, and 
was acquitted. Later, practicing what he called 
‘‘passionate scholarship’’—pairing ideas with 
action—he was instrumental in organizing the 
IPS campaign that ultimately persuaded 350 
cities across the country to vote on resolutions 
opposing the Iraq War. A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Chicago and its law school, Mr. 
Raskin joined the Kennedy administration in 
early 1961 as an aide to National Security Ad-
viser McGeorge Bundy. Along with Richard J. 
Barnet, he founded the Institute for Policy 
Studies as a national vehicle for promoting 
progressive policies for the left-leaning ele-
ments of the Democratic Party. IPS became 
the model for policy think tanks in Washington 
and remained independent by refusing to take 
government grants. The author or editor of 20 
books, Mr. Raskin was a leading force in pro-
gressive social causes, including the anti-nu-

clear arms debate, civil rights, women’s rights, 
the environment and consumer affairs. In 
1977, IPS was asked by 56 members of Con-
gress, led by members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, to analyze the federal budget, 
leading to the 1980 publication of The Federal 
Budget and Social Reconstruction. After the 9/ 
11 attacks, he wrote three books forging a 
new approach to threats, including, with Rob-
ert Spero, The Four Freedoms Under Siege: 
The Clear and Present Danger from Our Na-
tional Security State (2006). In 2012, he co- 
edited Warfare Welfare: The Not-So-Hidden 
Coasts of America’s War Economy. I want to 
express my condolences to Mr. Raskin’s fam-
ily. The country was strengthened and enlight-
ened my Marcus Raskin’s persuasive ideas. 
As an American citizen who took an active 
role shaping public policy, he will be missed. 

f 

TAYLOR SCOTT AFFENTRANGER 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the life of Sergeant Taylor Scott Affentranger. 
Affentranger joined the United States Army in 
2011 and proudly served his country in Af-
ghanistan and Italy until 2017. 

After returning home from duty he went 
back to school at the Central New Mexico 
Community College. Taylor was focused on 
his coursework and excited to work towards a 
bachelor’s degree in Video Game Engineering. 
He was dedicated to his family, community, 
and country. 

Affentranger passed away on December 22, 
2017 He was the husband to Courtney 
Affentranger and father to their son, Rownan, 
who recently turned two. He will be remem-
bered as a loving husband and father, and as 
a hero who bravely defended our country. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to thank Taylor Scott 
Affentranger for his service to our nation. 

He is survived by his father, Scott 
Affentranger and wife Miriah; his mother, Pam-
ela Gonzales and husband Ken; his wife 
Courtney and son Rownan; Treva 
Affentranger, his grandmother; his siblings, 
Ashley and Bracton; and stepsiblings, Dallen 
and Ashlyn Fluitt. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE ST. FRANCIS 
DESALES HIGH SCHOOL BOYS 
SOCCER TEAM 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the St. Francis DeSales High School 
Boys Soccer Team for winning the Ohio Divi-
sion II State Soccer Championship. 

This victory caps a tremendous season and 
adds to the great legacy of the St. Francis 
DeSales soccer program. While most student 
athletes endeavor to capture one champion-
ship during their high school career, the young 
men on the DeSales Boys Soccer Team have 
won three championships in four years. This 

accomplishment truly exemplifies St. Francis 
DeSales High School’s commitment to aca-
demic and athletic excellence. 

These young student athletes have set a 
new standard for future Stallions and dem-
onstrated that success is attainable through 
diligence and countless hours of practice. Ev-
eryone at St. Francis DeSales can be ex-
tremely proud of their accomplishment. 

On behalf of the citizens of Ohio’s 12th 
Congressional District, I congratulate the St. 
Francis DeSales Boys Soccer Team on their 
state championship. I wish them continued 
success in both their athletic and academic 
endeavors. 

f 

CELEBRATING RUTH M. YOUNG’S 
95TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 95th birthday of Mrs. Ruth M. 
Young of Marietta, Georgia. Mrs. Young was 
born on January 15, 1923. 

A longtime resident of Decatur who relo-
cated to Marietta-Cobb County with her 
daughter, Olivia, Mrs. Young continues to be 
an active member of her neighborhood and 
community. A woman who is deeply devoted 
to her family, being married for 72 years until 
the death of her beloved husband (Jesse T. 
Young) in 2013, she has continued to be a 
tireless mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother and well-respected neighborhood-com-
munity figure. 

Mrs. Young’s family and friends are gath-
ering this weekend to celebrate her 95th birth-
day with a reception on January 15, 2018. 
Please join me in wishing Mrs. Ruth Young a 
very happy birthday. 

f 

HOMILY/EULOGY FOR SR. 
CATHERINE PINKERTON CSJ 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following Homily and Eulogy for 
Sister Catherine Pinkerton: 

The readings chosen for Catherine today 
by her CSJ sisters are wonderfully descrip-
tive of who she was. 

Catherine’s life was all about bringing glad 
tidings to the poor and letting the oppressed 
go free. She was so powerfully passionate 
and so dedicated to her mission of justice, 
who can doubt that the Spirit had indeed 
anointed her for this work?—And is she not 
a true daughter of Joseph? (Luke 4: 14–23) 

The first reading from the Book of Wisdom 
(Message version) describes her so well: in-
quiring mind coupled with dedication. She 
was one of a kind, able to multitask and 
keep an edge; nimble in argument, able to 
conduct three conversations at the same 
time; kept a clean record, always had her 
wits about her; wouldn’t hurt a fly; was 
drawn to the good; sharp as a tack, nothing 
got past her; always had an orange in her 
pocket; cordial with humans, kind to ani-
mals; (Some examples—I’m told that one 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:58 Jan 10, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A09JA8.012 E09JAPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE18 January 9, 2018 
fish in the motherhouse fish tank actually 
always responded to the sound of her voice. 
She loved the deer on our property, and was 
once found after hours roaming the kitchen 
trying to find some food for a wounded doe. 
Her great niece Kelly Haas recalls how much 
Catherine loved the horses at the stable 
where Catherine came to watch her learning 
to ride.) could hold her own in male com-
pany. She was a model of virtue, didn’t miss 
a trick; she could discern the movements of 
the soul—whether intellectual or moral, sub-
tle or not-so-subtle.’’ (Wisdom 7: 22–23) 

The only thing that’s missing from this 
fascinating list is that her hair and makeup 
were always perfect, her two business suits 
beautifully tailored, and she always looked 
as if she had just stepped out of a band box. 

Seriously. 
So how shall we eulogize our Catherine? 
Perhaps we should begin at the beginning— 

her heart for the marginalized was instilled 
at age seven, when her parents were about to 
buy a new home right before the Great De-
pression, Catherine loved the house they 
were considering, particularly because of its 
large library. ‘‘I told all my friends about 
it,’’ she said. ‘‘But Dad sat us down and said, 
‘Mother and I have decided not to buy that 
house.’ I said, ‘Why, Daddy?’ He said, ‘Be-
cause something terrible is going to happen 
in this country, and there will be people who 
won’t have food or housing or jobs and . . . 
we have to help them.’’ And I said, ‘Why 
can‘t they help themselves?’ He said, ’Some 
people don’t have resources like education 
and jobs.’ And then he said, ‘And besides, 
missy, you don’t need a big house when other 
people don’t have food on the table.’ And 
that was my first lesson in justice.’’ 

Later, involvements with Dorothy Day’s 
Catholic Worker Movement and friendship 
with Mother Margaret Mary Neary were in-
fluential in Catherine’s decision to join the 
Congregation of St. Joseph. 

After Vatican II, Catherine quickly ac-
quired multiple involvements in Cleveland. 
She was a respected teacher, skilled choir di-
rector and principal at St. Joe’s Academy 
where she annually taught the entire stu-
dent body to sing the Battle Hymn of the Re-
public in four-part harmony. She worked 
closely with Cleveland groups that focused 
on the poor and on advancing women’s roles 
in church and society. In the 1970s she 
worked as a consultant to Cleveland’s parish 
councils and other religious communities. 
She was president of the Sisters’ senate and 
became a founding member of the Cleveland 
Women’s Ordination Conference. 

Among her local awards are two naming 
her as one of the Most Influential Women in 
Cleveland as well as the John Carroll Univer-
sity Centennial Education Medal. From 1976– 
1984 she served in leadership with our Con-
gregation of St. Joseph and in 1982 was elect-
ed to the presidency of Leadership Con-
ference of Women Religious (LCWR), which 
at the time represented all 130,000 US sisters. 

And so began Catherine’s national min-
istry—first via LCWR—and then in 1984 when 
she began working as a lobbyist for NET-
WORK, the Catholic Social Justice lobby 
founded by LCWR sisters. 

I’d like to take a moment now and reprise 
a tribute from her LCWR and NETWORK sis-
ters when in 2006, they gave her the highest 
honor any former LCWR president could re-
ceive—the Outstanding Leadership Award. It 
is a good snapshot of how Catherine lived out 
her anointing to work for justice and the 
poor: 

The late Sr. Bette Moslander, CSJ who was 
part of the LCWR presidency with Catherine 
said: ‘‘Catherine was in LCWR leadership at 
a time when the conference and US women 
religious were the focus of intense scrutiny 
by the church and by the US government. 

The major shifts of Vatican II renewal had 
brought about changes that were not yet 
completely accepted by the Catholic popu-
lation in this country or by the Congrega-
tion of Religious in Rome.’’ 

The late Sr. Miriam Therese Larkin, CSJ, 
also in the LCWR presidency with Catherine, 
says: ‘‘Catherine’s wisdom, insight and 
straightforwardness during these times en-
abled her to make her point so clearly and 
cogently that further protests lost their 
meaning and simply died. We really cannot 
measure the value of her service to women 
religious in the United States and in the 
world.’’ 

Former Network Director Sr. Kathy 
Thornton RSM wrote: ‘‘It is perhaps on Cap-
itol Hill that [Catherine] has had the strong-
est impact, commanding attention with her 
intelligence and unwavering determination 
as an advocate for those unduly burdened by 
the injustices of society. . . . Catherine has 
become a formidable presence in the halls of 
Congress. 

Jean Stokan, policy director of Pax Christi 
USA: ‘‘When Catherine walks the halls of 
Congress, she parts waters. Heads turn and 
useless chatter ceases when she enters a 
room.’’ 

NETWORK colleague Michael Culliton con-
curs. ‘‘I remember trips to Capitol Hill with 
Catherine. I was struck by the number of 
times we were stopped by staffers and elect-
ed officials who knew Catherine by name. 
Ever a woman of justice, her warm return of 
a greeting was typically followed with a 
strong injunction related to an upcoming 
vote or policy debate.’’ 

Kathy Thornton again: ‘‘Catherine has be-
come at home in centers of power. She has 
won the respect of many heavy-hitters in the 
political world and can ably tease Bill Clin-
ton, confer with Hillary Clinton and chide 
Ted Kennedy, who when he does not see 
Catherine for a while, admits to really miss-
ing her.’’ 

Sr. Janet Mock CSJ—the former Executive 
Director of LCWR—notes: ‘‘She is equally at 
home, however, with the people who live on 
the margins. Her co-workers note that Cath-
erine puts the same effort into building rela-
tionships with the world’s power brokers as 
she puts into building relationships with the 
marginalized people whom she knows from 
the streets of DC. As she uses her intellect to 
analyze social ills, she uses her heart to un-
derstand the people affected by them. 

U.S. Representative Marcy Kaptur‘, who 
knew Catherine for over 30 years, told us at 
her wake last night that Catherine was the 
founding face of NETWORK and of Catholic 
Social Teaching in Congress. ‘‘Network in its 
early years would not have been possible 
without her inspired leadership.’’ 

By way of background, during Clinton 
admin—Catherine worked with then First 
Lady Hillary Clinton and Senator Edward 
Kennedy in an effort to craft comprehensive 
health care legislation. She brought Catholic 
Social Teaching principles to the debate and 
was a strong advocate for ensuring that 
those without coverage would have access to 
healthcare. When that effort faltered, she be-
came a passionate advocate for the Child 
Health Insurance Program for families too 
poor to have health insurance but did not 
qualify for Medicaid. 

At the Wake Service last night, the cur-
rent Executive Director of NETWORK, Sr. 
Simone Campbell reflected that Catherine’s 
perseverance and lobbying had actually pre-
pared the way for the Affordable Care Act, 
and related how happy she was to see it 
passed just before Catherine retired so she 
could experience the rich fruits of her over 25 
years of dedicated lobbying. 

Sr. Nancy Sylvester IHM remembers that 
when Catherine came to NETWORK ‘‘[She] 

also took a great interest in our young in-
terns/associates. She mentored them and 
took time to drive them home if needed or to 
assist them in other ways.’’ 

Sr. Theresa Kane RSM—LCWR president 
just before Catherine: ‘‘Catherine Pinkerton 
was a dedicated, enthusiastic and a most 
gracious woman religious to all who encoun-
tered her. She lived a full, joyous and most 
worthwhile life and meets her loving God 
with many graces. Indeed she has earned and 
been gifted with the hundredfold!’’ 

At a DC farewell for Catherine, the well- 
known Washington Post Columnist EJ 
Dionne praised her this way: ‘‘It has been 
said that while we are born with original sin 
we also have access to original grace...Sr. 
Catherine’s public witness has always been 
about grace—about the capacity to solve 
problems and help people. We have heard her 
preach, we have watched her work, and boy 
are we grateful—this city could use a whole 
lot more people like you, Sr. Catherine. You 
make us proud to be Catholic.’’ (Full re-
marks can be found at https:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0qHNO3GquO) 

So, are we getting the idea that Catherine 
was sort of a larger than life kind of person? 
Well, yes—and no. 

We, Cleveland sisters were immensely 
proud of her but we also dealt gently with 
her frailties. 

Last, unbeknownst to any but her closest 
confidantes, there were the insecurities that 
sometimes plagued her. So this closing quote 
comes from someone Catherine has described 
as her soulmate: Sr. Felicia Petruziello, who 
lived with her in Washington for a number of 
years and is a lifelong friend: 

‘‘We were soulmates in our earthiness—our 
human weaknesses,’’ says Felicia. ‘‘Both of 
us were always doubting ourselves—we were 
connected in being anxious and wondering if 
what we were doing or saying was right or 
not. It wasn’t the big and famous things she 
did that connected us but our insecurities. 
When she gave a speech, she needed to have 
five people read it first to see if it was OK. 
Before she received her award at LCWR she 
spent most of the time in the bathroom be-
cause she was so anxious about whether her 
speech was good enough. And she found it so 
helpful to ride up in the elevator with Joe 
Biden’s mother just before her benediction at 
the 2008 Democratic convention. She felt 
more secure that another ‘‘old lady’’ was 
present.’’ 

‘‘This is something most people didn’t 
know,’’ concludes Felicia. ‘‘She often felt 
very insecure inside—but that didn’t stop 
her—she is a model for how we can do big 
things when we move beyond our insecu-
rities.’’ 

‘‘She is a model for how we can do big 
things when we move beyond our insecu-
rities.’’ 

I’d like to close with Catherine’s own 
words from a news story at the time of her 
LCWR award: ‘‘Our foundresses dealt with 
chaos,’’ she said, ‘‘and we have to deal with 
chaos now because only out of chaos is going 
to come the creativity of the future. Women 
Religious are the prophetic dimension of the 
church. Religious life is a prophetic gift 
given to the church and humanity. We stand 
on the line of what is and what is yet to be, 
and that is our role.’’ 

‘‘We stand on the line of what is and what 
is yet to be . . . .’’ 

And isn’t this a daughter of Joseph? 
SISTER CATHERINE PINKERTON, CSJ 

(Congregation of St.Joseph) 
Formerly Sister Mary Pius 

Born September 22, 1921 
Entered Eternal Life December 28, 2017 

Catherine was born, the third of four chil-
dren, on September 22, 1921 to Charles D. and 
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Anne Berry Pinkerton. She grew up on 
Cleveland’s west side in a family that was 
both politically conscious and socially active 
and where discussion of ‘‘issues’’ (which al-
most always included the children) was a 
regular part of family interaction. Her father 
ran a steel foundry supply business and was 
a salesman most of his life. Her mother was 
both a homemaker and helped her husband 
with the business. 

Catherine talked about Sunday afternoon 
walks to the lake with her father where she 
learned many valuable things among which 
was that a woman could do anything if she 
understood how the world and business 
worked. Catherine attended St. Ignatius Ele-
mentary School from which she graduated in 
1935. She then went on to St. Joseph Acad-
emy, graduating in 1939. During her high 
school years, she was introduced to the 
Catholic Worker movement and was soon 
volunteering at a soup kitchen. She became 
very close to Mother Margaret Mary Neary, 
who was instrumental in helping her make 
the decision to enter the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph, which she did immediately following 
graduation. 

Her parents were reluctant to see her 
enter, but they did support her in her deci-
sion. She received the habit in 1940 and was 
given the religious name, Sister Mary Pius. 
She attended St. John College from which 
she received her BSE in 1950 and her MA 
(Curriculum, English, and Education) in 1957. 
She did further study at both John Carroll 
University (certification in secondary school 
administration) and Laval University in 
Canada (music). As was the case with most 
sisters at that time, much of her formal edu-
cation was done on Saturdays and during 
summers while she was teaching. 

Sister Mary Pius’s teaching assignments 
were: St. Rose (1943–50); St. Joseph, Canton 
(1950–57); St. Joseph Academy (1957–73). Dur-
ing her time at St. Joseph Academy, she was 
a teacher, the principal, and the director of 
the Junior Professed Sisters. This was 
around the time of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil and Mother Margaret Mary Neary (Cath-
erine’s friend from high school) told her that 
she would be responsible for preparing young 
sisters for a Church and a community which 
didn’t yet exist. What a challenge that was! 

In all the different capacities which Cath-
erine served at St. Joseph Academy, she was 
always involved with teaching music. She 
was especially skillful in getting large 
groups to sing well. There was nothing like 
hearing the entire school sing, ‘‘The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic’’! 

It was during these years that Catherine 
was elected to the Diocesan Sisters’ Senate 
and eventually became its president. She 
gradually became more and more involved in 
organizations of women religious. From 1973– 
75, she was the chairperson of NAWR (Na-
tional Association of Women Religious). In 
1975, she came back to Cleveland and worked 
for the Diocese in pastoral planning as the 
Director of Parish Councils (1975–80). Shortly 
after, she was elected to the leadership team 
of the Congregation of St. Joseph. (1976–84). 
When her term was completed, Catherine 
went to work for NETWORK, a national 
Catholic social justice lobby in Washington, 
D.C., which was affectionately known by 
some as the ‘‘nuns’ lobby’’ (1984–2010). NET-
WORK was founded in the early 1970’s by 
Catholic sisters to do research on and lob-
bying in Congress regarding those issues 
which affect the lives of the poor and minori-
ties in our country and in the world. Cath-
erine was honored to give the benediction at 
the 2008 National Democratic Convention in 
Denver, pausing before praying, and deliv-
ering a prayer of hope and gratitude to the 
crowd and the nation. 

Catherine’s health caused her to decide in 
2010 to return to Cleveland and to St. Joseph 

Hall where she remained a vibrant part of 
the local CSJ community. We are grateful 
for having shared in the life and the gifts of 
Sister Catherine and we celebrate her en-
trance into eternal life. 

The following are a few additional reflec-
tions about Catherine: 

‘‘Catherine has a remarkable capacity to 
build relationships. In the mystical body of 
Christ, Catherine is sinew and nerves: con-
necting and loving each unique expression of 
the Divine.’’ (Michael Culliton) 

‘‘Catherine, politically astute and passion-
ately committed to the Gospel, never backed 
away from the way of justice and peace in 
the concrete and often messy reality of our 
time.’’ (Bette Mosslander CSJ) 

‘‘Catherine has ventured into the halls of 
Congress to speak truth to power. She ap-
proaches Senators and Representatives not 
with money to line campaign coffers, but 
with faith, a deep knowledge of the issues, 
and a belief in the social Gospel of Jesus. As 
a consequence, she has touched the hearts— 
and changed the votes—of countless mem-
bers of Congress.’’ (Kathy Thornton, RSM) 
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KAZAKHSTAN’S CHAIRMANSHIP OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY 
COUNCIL 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
call on my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the visit of the President of Kazakhstan, 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, to the United States 
and Kazakhstan’s assumption of the rotating 
presidency of the UN Security Council. 

Over the past 26 years, Kazakhstan and the 
United States have built a strategic partner-
ship based on mutual trust and friendship. Ad-
ditionally, Kazakhstan has been and remains a 
vital partner in the fight against violent Islamic 
extremists—which is a threat to both of our 
countries—and Astana is an advocate of reli-
gious freedom and tolerance. 

Since declaring its independence from the 
former Soviet Union in 1991, Kazakhstan has 
built a market-oriented economy continuing to 
be a valued partner of the United States. I 
congratulate the people of Kazakhstan on that 
achievement. 

Despite its vast mineral wealth, Kazakhstan 
is committed to diversifying its economy, in 
line with the Strategy-2050, its national vision 
for future development. The strategy calls for 
widespread economic, social and political re-
forms with the goal of positioning Kazakhstan 
as one of the top 30 global economies by 
2050. 

Since its independence, Kazakhstan has at-
tracted $260 billion in foreign direct invest-
ment, with another $100 billion forecast for the 
next decade. The United States is a large con-
tributor, with foreign direct investment worth 
billions of US dollars entering the Kazakh 
economy. This makes the US one of the larg-
est investors in Kazakhstan. 

Kazakhstan hosted an EXPO in 2017 with a 
theme of ‘‘Future Energy,’’ which showcased 
successful US-Kazakhstan collaboration. 
Kazakhstan seeks to become a leader in pro-
moting renewable energy. 

Kazakhstan remains a reliable and trusted 
partner in the region, and I look forward to our 
work together to improve human rights, eco-

nomic freedom and security inside Kazakhstan 
and across the region. 
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RECOGNIZING STEVE EKBERG, RE-
TIRING MEMBER OF THE GIG 
HARBOR CITY COUNCIL, WASH-
INGTON STATE 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of Steve Ekberg and his nearly 
four decades of service as a member of the 
Gig Harbor City Council in the great state of 
Washington. I wish to thank him for his dedi-
cation to public service. I am proud to con-
sider Steve a friend and I offer him my sin-
cerest congratulations on his retirement. 

Councilmember Ekberg has served under 
five mayors and alongside nearly 100 
councilmembers. His passion for improving 
our community’s access to recreational oppor-
tunities is a testament to his lifelong commit-
ment to public service. When Councilmember 
Ekberg was first elected, the City of Gig Har-
bor had only one park. Today, the city fea-
tures more than 20 parks and public piers. As 
a father to two little girls who play in those 
parks, I am appreciative of the tireless work of 
Councilmember Ekberg. 

Councilmember Ekberg’s contributions to 
Gig Harbor have been extensive. His years as 
a business and non-profit leader as well as a 
member of City Council have revealed him to 
be a champion for our region’s youth. As a 
community leader, he worked tirelessly to 
build the YMCA into a place where our chil-
dren can learn and thrive. He spent years 
coaching youth sports teams and devoted 
countless hours to the local Historical Society. 

Councilmember Ekberg was a longtime 
business leader in the community. His insur-
ance firm, the family owned Pilkey-Hopping & 
Ekberg, Incorporated, has been operating 
since 1896. When Steve retired from his firm, 
his son Reid Ekberg, was elected by the 
Board of Directors to become the fourth gen-
eration of family leaders for the company. 

Steve has embodied the American dream 
and has contributed greatly to our region’s 
economy and to the civility of our small com-
munity. Whether we’ve been working to build 
a new hospital in Gig Harbor, grapple with 
Narrows Bridge tolls, transfer some federal 
property to the city, or other initiatives, Steve 
has been a terrific partner and has always fo-
cused on doing what’s right for the people of 
Gig Harbor. 

Though Steve will be retiring from the Gig 
Harbor City Council, his service to his commu-
nity will surely continue in other capacities. I 
also want to recognize Steve’s wife Marion 
and their two sons, Adam and Reid, for the 
support they showed Steve and their own 
service to our community. It’s clear that Steve 
has passed along his commitment to service. 

On behalf of all Gig Harbor residents and 
the people of the Sixth District of Washington, 
thank you Steve for your tireless work and 
commitment to building a better community. 
Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Councilman Steve Ekberg’s nearly 40 years 
as a public servant on the City Council of the 
City of Gig Harbor. 
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