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HONORING MARY YERGAN HUGHES 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an inspirational and dedicated woman 
from Northwest Philadelphia, Mary Yergan 
Hughes, a children’s librarian and volunteer. 

Mrs. Hughes was born in Alice, South Africa 
to missionary parents. Her father was an ad-
vocate for black civil rights in Africa. She later 
moved to Massachusetts and enrolled in 
Northfield Mount Hermon, a preparatory 
school, in which she served as the president 
of the student council and was one of a few 
African American students in her school. For 
college, she was part of the first group of Afri-
can American women to attend Wellesley Col-
lege. After her junior year, she contracted tu-
berculosis and had to leave school in order to 
recover. After three years of recovery, she fin-
ished her undergraduate degree at Columbia 
University. 

She married Dr. Hughes and had two 
daughters. Mrs. Hughes went back to school 
and received her master’s degree in library 
science from Drexel University which led her 
to become a children’s librarian in Philadel-
phia’s Northwest Regional Library. She loved 
reading to the neighborhood children during 
after-school story hours and inspired so many 
children to have a love for learning and read-
ing. 

Ever since Mrs. Hughes became an adult, 
she would volunteer. She was a Platinum 
Alumna member of the Philadelphia chapter of 
the Links, Inc., a service organization of distin-
guished women whose goal is to enrich and 
sustain the culture of African Americans and 
others of African ancestry. She was also a 
president during one of its National Assem-
blies. Some other organizations she was 
president of include: the Philadelphia chapter 
of the Circle-Lets, Inc., a social organization 
for black women, and Boulé wives, the wom-
en’s arm of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity. 

Mrs. Hughes was part of our Philadelphia 
community in many ways. She was a member 
of the Germantown Cricket Club where she 
loved to participate in tournaments. She loved 
to play tennis. She was also a half-century 
member and elder at Summit Presbyterian 
Church in Mount Airy. 

Mrs. Hughes devoted her life to engaging 
and helping her community. The 2nd Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania extends grati-
tude to Mrs. Hughes for all that she has done 
for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

f 

HONORING GARRETT JACKSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Garrett Jackson. 

Garrett is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 60, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Garrett has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Garrett has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Gar-
rett has become a member of the tribe Mic-O- 
Say. Garrett has also contributed to his com-
munity through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Garrett for his accomplishments 
with the Boy Scouts of America, and for his ef-
forts put forth in achieving the highest distinc-
tion of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING WARDELL GRAY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable person, 
Mr. Wardell Gray. 

Wardell Gray was born June 30, 1917 as 
the eldest son and first of two sons of Mr. Will 
Gray and Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Otis Gray in 
Carson, Mississippi. There was an older sister, 
Willa Mae, the first born who died of lockjaw 
at the age of 10. The year he was born, his 
father was a Foreman with the Illinois Central 
Railroad, and they lived for a number of years 
in Sumrall, MS where his parents operated a 
boarding house for the other men who worked 
under his father. Gray was exposed to hard 
work in the area of farming and business at an 
early age. Upon their return to Jefferson Davis 
County, his mother was the teacher in a one 
room school house on the grounds of the 
Holisday Creek M.B. Church. 

Due to the fact that there was no school for 
blacks, he completed 8th Grade education 
there and continued his high school education 
at Prentiss Institute Junior College. He was a 
good student and an awesome athlete as a 
Baseball Pitcher with one of the Old Negro 
Leagues. His father Will Gray passed away at 
the age of 110 years of age and his mother 
Mary at age 97. 

Gray was drafted in the U.S. Army on No-
vember 19, 1941 and fought in World War II 
in the following battles and campaigns: 
Naples-Foggia, Rome Arno, Rhineland, and 
Central Europe. He received the American De-
fense Service Medal, ATO Medal, Good Con-
dition Medal, Meritorious Unit Award and the 
Wold War II Victory Medal. He returned back 
to his home from the Army on October 31, 
1945. 

While away at War, his parents were acquir-
ing land. Upon his return, his dream was to do 
the same and continue his love for farming. In 
completing this vision, he met and married the 

love of his life, Quillie Ross Gray. She was a 
graduate of Jackson State University and con-
tinued out of state at Indiana University to ob-
tain a master’s degree. He was one of the first 
blacks to open a Dairy during the late 40s. His 
Uncle, Dr. J.R. Otis was President of Alcorn 
College. With this relationship to the college, 
students who were Agriculture majors would 
travel to Gray Farms to intern. 

As a civil rights activist, Gray was involved 
in fighting for voter registration, and an avid 
and ardent supporter of the 1964 Civil Rights 
act. In 1959, he was the first black candidate 
to run for any type of public office; Constable 
for his district, Beat 2. He would later run for 
Election Commissioner. He became President 
of the Jefferson Davis Chapter of NAACP in 
1959 and would remain through 1974. He 
picketed local stores and other national fran-
chises regarding employment discrimination 
practices. Gray worked tirelessly with other 
civil rights giants such as Medgar and Charles 
Evers, Fannie Lou Hamer, Rev. Darby, Dr. 
Aaron Henry, his cousin, Charles Young and 
many others known and unknown. 

As a member of Blackmon Temple CME 
Church, Gray brought his love of God, edu-
cation, and children together, for it was during 
the civil rights movement that meetings of the 
NAACP, Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party, Mississippi Action for Progress (MAP) 
were held at churches throughout the State. 
He along with Mr. N.J. Booth was instrumental 
in acquiring the land for the first black school 
in Jefferson Davis County, Carver High. 

Wardell Gray and his family suffered many 
attacks in his life, cross burnings, a barn 
burned to the ground with 3,000 bales of hay 
destroyed and on and on, but it did not stop 
him from fighting for civil rights. He partnered 
with the Lawrence County Branch of the 
NAACP to ensure the hiring of African Ameri-
cans at St. Regis Paper Company (Now Geor-
gia Pacific). 

His wife was fired from the school system 
briefly due to Rev. Darby and Gray filing the 
lawsuit against the poll tax for the right to 
vote. Gray formed biracial committees to tack-
le the troubles in the county—such as colored 
and white separate waiting rooms at medical 
clinics. 

When the NAACP was sued for millions of 
dollars, he was in the forefront of fund raising 
to assist the National Branch in meeting their 
need. He was the first black to be appointed 
under President Jimmy Carter to serve on the 
ASC Committee. 

Volumes could be written about the number 
of people Gray counseled, inspired, encour-
aged and helped along in their lives. Gray will 
be remembered as a gentleman, friend, and 
servant; lover of his family, community and his 
God. 

The loves of his life were his two children 
and his grand- and great-grandchildren. He 
was a mentor to many children in the commu-
nity and beyond. Gray leaves to cherish his 
memory his children: Dr. Pene’ Gray Woods 
(Curtis) of Cordova, TN; Joseph Willie (Sheryl) 
Gray of Hattiesburg, MS, grandchildren Chris-
topher (Lynsi), and Dominic, Joseph Jr., Jayla, 
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Kyle Meyers, Joseph and Ashley Smith; great- 
grandchildren Caitlyn, Chris II, and Dominic II. 

f 

CYBER VULNERABILITY 
DISCLOSURE REPORTING ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to support H.R. 3202, the Cyber Vulner-
ability Disclosure Reporting Act. H.R. 3202 di-
rects the Secretary of Homeland Security to 
submit a report to Congress detailing the pro-
cedures involved in disclosing cyber 
vulnerabilities to the private sector. 

This bill aims to safeguard the nation 
against cyber security threats by requiring the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to release a 
report disclosing specific cyber security 
vulnerabilities to the House Committee on 
Homeland Security and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
of the Senate. H.R. 3202 also requires that 
the report include examples of these proce-
dures in action over the past year, noting 
when the disclosure took place and how the 
information was used to prevent cyber-attacks. 
Finally, the report will also explain how the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, other Federal 
agencies, and relevant industries are working 
collaboratively to prevent, detect, and mitigate 
cyber vulnerabilities. 

To best combat cyber threats, we must sup-
port full cooperation between the private and 
public sectors. In the past, cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities have been collected by the De-
partment of Homeland Security and monitored 
by the intelligence community. The disclosure 
of these vulnerabilities to the private sector is 
an important step to promote transparency 
and to encourage preventative action on the 
part of stakeholders and industries. 

I fully support H.R. 3202 to strengthen docu-
mentation of cybersecurity threats across the 
public and private sectors. I believe that in-
forming Congress of disclosure procedures is 
a critically important step in guaranteeing 
transparency at the Federal level and ensuring 
that vulnerabilities are acted on. 

f 

HONORING DEREK RONALD 
MCFERRIN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Derek Ronald 
McFerrin. Ronnie is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 313, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Ronnie has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ronnie has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ron-

nie has constructed an 8′ x 8′ brick patio at 
Lake Doniphan in Excelsior Springs, Missouri, 
which hosts a summer camp for kids with spe-
cial needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ronnie for his accomplishments 
with the Boy Scouts of America and for his ef-
forts put forth in achieving the highest distinc-
tion of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING CLARK BARNES 

HON. ALEXANDER X. MOONEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Clark Barnes for his 
service in the West Virginia Senate. Clark 
served as a State Senator from Randolph 
County for ten years and in 2015 became 
Senate clerk. 

A preacher’s son, he worked as a ranch 
hand at a camp for deaf teens, served in the 
Army, handled permits for a mining company, 
ran his own construction business, sold life in-
surance and worked for Miracle Ear in the 
hearing aid business. Clark put in 30 years as 
a Miracle Ear entrepreneur and operated in 13 
locations. 

Clark’s work ethic cannot be matched. His 
dedication to his work life in both the private 
and public sector is simply astonishing. At 67, 
Clark has decided to retire and move to Flor-
ida to enjoy a few months fishing before see-
ing what lies in store. Enjoy retirement, Clark. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALMA S. ADAMS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 01/ 
08/18 through 01/11/18 due to my recovery 
from surgery. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
Roll Call No. 1, Present; Roll Call No. 2, YEA; 
Roll Call No. 3, YEA; Roll Call No. 4, YEA; 
Roll Call No. 5, YEA; Roll Call No. 6, YEA; 
Roll Call No. 7, YEA; Roll Call No. 8, NO; Roll 
Call No. 9, NO; Roll Call No. 10, NO; Roll Call 
No. 11, NO; Roll Call No. 12, YES; Roll Call 
No. 13, YES; Roll Call No. 14, YES; Roll Call 
No. 15, YES; Roll Call No. 16, NO; and Roll 
Call No. 17, YES. 

f 

HONORING KYLAN PAUL WOERTH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Kylan Paul 
Woerth. Kylan is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 337, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Kylan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 

many years Kylan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kylan 
has led his troop as the acting Patrol Leader 
and earned the rank of Brave in the Tribe of 
Mic-O-Say. Kylan has also contributed to his 
community through his Eagle Scout project by 
replacing a split-rail fence at Shoal Creek Liv-
ing History Museum in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Kylan for his accomplishments 
with the Boy Scouts of America, and for his ef-
forts put forth in achieving the highest distinc-
tion of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained due to ongoing issues surrounding 
the health of my youngest daughter in 
Minnnesota. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 14; YEA on Roll Call No. 
15; NAY on Roll Call No. 16; and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 17. 

f 

POST-CALIPHATE THREAT 
ASSESSMENT ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 4564—Post-Caliphate 
Threat Assessment Act of 2017. 

This legislation would direct the Department 
of Homeland Security, in coordination with the 
Department of State, and the Office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence to perform a 
threat assessment of current foreign terrorist 
fighter activities. This multi-agency assess-
ment will include a breakdown of any country 
or region with a substantial increase in foreign 
terrorist fighter activity, travel and trends of 
terrorist movement, and an analysis of travel 
trends in and out of Iraq and Syria. 

To successfully continue the fight against 
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), our 
government agencies must understand the 
current terrorist threat. This conflict is complex 
and ISIS has lost a significant amount of terri-
tory in their self-declared caliphate, while anti- 
ISIS fighters have successfully regained con-
trol of the cities of Mosul and Raqqa. After 
these recent victories for the anti-ISIS forces 
in Northern Iraq and Syria, the enemy has dis-
persed across the region. The anti-ISIS vic-
tories have been essential to reestablishing 
order in the conflict zone, but unfortunately 
present new challenges in defeating the ter-
rorist group. Shifts in power have caused ISIS 
to disperse into countries that border Syria 
and Iraq, such as Libya, Afghanistan, and Tur-
key, in order to evade total defeat. Recent re-
ports on the whereabouts of fleeing ISIS fight-
ers have varied, prompting the need for a 
post-caliphate threat assessment. 
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As a former member of the House Armed 

Forces Committee, I understand well the com-
plexity of this conflict. By creating this assess-
ment for our intelligence and defense agen-
cies we will provide them with the proper tools 
to fight ISIS and current terrorist threats. We 
must continue to update our intelligence as 
the war against ISIS goes on and forces hide, 
recuperate, and go underground. Some ter-
rorist fighters have been believed to migrate to 
neighboring countries, others have relocated 
to their homes, and members of this group 
might even be seeking to return to Europe or 
the U.S. Keeping track of this terrible enemy 
will be of the utmost importance and H.R. 
4564 will help us assess this threat and will 
bolster our arsenal to combat terror abroad. 

f 

VICTOR LOVELADY’S SPIRIT LIVES 
ON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on this 
day, five years ago, one of my constituents— 
Mr. Victor Lovelady—was brutally killed at the 
hands of al-Qaeda-linked terrorists in Algeria. 
Victor was killed not just for who he was, but 
also for what he represented. He was killed 
because he was an American. Before his 
death, Victor displayed some of the very best 
qualities of the American spirit: courage, con-
viction, and compassion. This is the American 
spirit that terrorists seek to kill. But today and 
every day, we let Mr. Lovelady’s spirit live on. 
I would like to take a moment to tell you his 
story. 

Like many Americans, Victor Lovelady was 
a hard worker who put in long hours to pro-
vide for his family of four. As an industrial en-
gineer and master electrician, he worked most 
of his life in his hometown of Nederland, 
Texas. Victor never had a pension plan and 
always had to pay his family’s insurance by 
himself. So, when given the opportunity to 
work overseas for British Petroleum, Victor 
knew a few years of hard work would provide 
him with enough money to retire. He made a 
sacrifice for his family. 

On January 9, 2013, Victor arrived in a re-
mote area of Algeria to begin his new job at 
the BP Gas facility. Seven days later, Victor 
and several other workers were in the cantina 
having tea when a colleague walked in with a 
gunshot wound to his stomach. Al Qaeda- 
linked terrorists had stormed their facility and 
were indiscriminately killing innocent employ-
ees. 

In the ultimate show of heroism, Victor dis-
regarded the sound of gunfire and instead 
began cleaning and dressing his colleague’s 
wound. Victor then hid him in a food container 
for his safety. Even as the sound of gunshots 
grew louder, Victor selflessly continued to lift 
the other men into the cantina’s false ceiling, 
hiding them from the attackers. Moments later, 
the terrorists stormed in, captured Victor, and 
held him hostage. Victor’s selfless and heroic 
actions saved four lives that day. Sadly, Victor 
was killed when U.S. and Algerian forces at-
tempted to rescue the hostages. 

Victor Lovelady was a true American hero. 
He represented the very best of America; he 
represented selfless courage and sacrifice. He 

was there to work hard to provide an honest 
living for his family and when he encountered 
the evil of terrorism, thought first to protect 
others instead of himself. For his actions, I 
have requested that Victor be recognized with 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, our na-
tion’s highest civilian honor to recognize indi-
viduals who have made ‘‘an especially meri-
torious contribution’’ to our society. Victor un-
doubtedly exceeded that standard. 

While we continue to mourn their loss we 
should, to quote General George Patton: 
‘‘Thank God that such men lived.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, courage like this should be 
praised and remembered. We should all take 
a moment today to reflect on the heroism of 
Victor Lovelady. He was a great man and his 
legacy continues through his family: his wife, 
Maureen, his two children, Erin and Grant, 
and his brother, Mike. May we continue to 
honor the sacrifice that Victor Lovelady made 
as a courageous husband, father, and Amer-
ican. And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JUDGE JOHNNY 
ROGERS 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to recognize Judge Johnny Rogers on the oc-
casion of his retirement as Probate Judge of 
Lamar County, Alabama. I am proud to recog-
nize Judge Rogers for his many years of pub-
lic service to Lamar County and to the state of 
Alabama. He is truly a man who embodies the 
American principles of hard work, dedication, 
and devotion to one’s community. 

Judge Rogers is a native of Lamar County 
and was educated in the Lamar County school 
system. After operating Rogers Auto Parts, a 
successful automotive business in Sulligent, 
Alabama, for twenty-seven years, he decided 
to enter public service. He was first elected as 
Probate Judge, which also serves as Chair-
man of the County Commission, in 2000, and 
re-elected in 2006 and again in 2012. His re- 
election in 2006 was the first time a Probate 
Judge had been re-elected in Lamar County in 
over 30 years. 

During his term in office, Judge Rogers 
committed himself to working hard for the citi-
zens of Lamar County, conducting the Probate 
Judge’s office and the County Commission in 
an effective, efficient and courteous manner 
and striving to improve the quality of life for all 
citizens of Lamar County. He created the ‘‘Ex-
isting Manufacturing Program’’ to help retain 
Lamar County’s manufacturing jobs by offering 
incentives and abatements to local busi-
nesses. He also worked tirelessly with the 
local economic development authority on in-
dustrial expansions by Nacco Material Han-
dling, Weyerheuser, and Steel Dust Recycling, 
resulting in a capital investment of over $250 
million and the addition of hundreds of jobs. 

Another goal of Judge Rogers was to ex-
pand the availability of county water. Since he 
took office he has secured $2.4 million in 
Community Development Block Grant funds to 
provide county water to 282 homes and con-
structed over 51 miles of new waterlines. 

Judge Rogers is highly respected by the 
people of Lamar County for his honesty and 

dedication. He is also one of the friendliest 
people you could ever meet, and I am proud 
to call him my friend. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to honor 
Judge Johnny Rogers on his many accom-
plishments and for his enduring impact on his 
community, his state, and nation. I join his 
family, friends and colleagues in wishing him 
God’s richest blessings in his retirement. 

f 

100TH BIRTHDAY OF NATHAN 
DRAYER 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 100th birthday of World War II 
veteran, Dr. Nathan Drayer. 

Nathan Drayer was born on January 8, 
1918, in Brooklyn, New York. It was in Brook-
lyn where Nathan met his future wife, Sylvia. 
After marriage, they went on to raise their four 
outstanding children, Carol, Barry, Gerald, and 
Dennis. When the call to serve came, how-
ever, Dr. Drayer immediately answered. As a 
licensed optometrist with a degree from Co-
lumbia University, he was made a U.S. Army 
medic, serving stateside during World War II. 
After the war ended, Dr. Drayer opened his 
own optometry practice in Brooklyn. He treat-
ed patients for over 40 years until he retired 
in 1990. 

Residing in Island Shores for the past four 
years, Nathan has loved spending time with 
friends and fellow residents. Moreover, he 
treasures every moment he spends with his 
loving children, six grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren. He is very popular at Is-
land Shores, with a great sense of humor and 
an ingenious wit. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Dr. Nathan Drayer a 
happy 100th birthday. I cannot thank him 
enough for his contributions to his country. 
When the war broke out, he stepped up when 
he was needed most in order to vanquish the 
evil of fascism. He is a shining example of a 
true American hero. I am immensely proud to 
represent him in Congress. I hope he has the 
happiest of birthdays, and I thank him for his 
service. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MRS. GLORIA MARGIE BROWN 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Mrs. Gloria 
Margie Brown, a native of New Orleans, Lou-
isiana, who passed away on January 4, 2018, 
at the age of 82. 

Mrs. Brown was the first child born of three 
children to the late Mr. Edward Davis, Sr. and 
Mrs. Maude B. Davis, in Lobdell, Louisiana. 
She was reared in a Christian home, where 
both the Catholic and Baptist faiths were 
taught, although the family mostly attended St. 
Paul Catholic Church in Brusly, Louisiana. 

Mrs. Brown’s childhood education began at 
St. Monica School, where she met her lifelong 
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friend Bessie. Upon graduating the eighth 
grade she matriculated to Walter L. Cohen 
High School. She was in the second grad-
uating class and one of the first majorettes. 
She was proud of her school and regularly 
participated in many of their functions. 

As a teenager, Mrs. Brown was honored 
with the title of Miss Lincoln Beach. She en-
joyed helping others and served as the mon-
itor at the ‘‘baby pool’’ at Leman Park Play-
ground for more than 19 years. 

Mrs. Brown married Mr. Eric Brown and to-
gether they raised three children—Melvin, 
Rhonda, and Margie. She supported her chil-
dren in all of their life adventures, from the 
church house, ball parks, and dance recitals. 

We cannot match the sacrifices made by 
Mrs. Brown, but surely we can try to match 
her sense of service. We cannot match her 
courage, but we can strive to match her devo-
tion. 

Mrs. Brown’s survivors include her children, 
Melvin, Rhonda, and Margie; grandchildren 
AJ, Hass, and Maddi; one great grandson 
A’Jay; her sister Elaine (Jack), her brother Ed, 
sister-in-law Valentine and two god children 
Karen Lynn and Tommy. She was preceded in 
death by her husband Eric, parents Edward 
and Maude, grandson Melvin John Eric, sister- 
in-law Annie and nine brothers and sisters-in- 
law. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the life and legacy 
of Mrs. Gloria Margie Brown—a beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother, aunt, sister, and daugh-
ter. 

f 

COUNTER TERRORIST NETWORK 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 4578—Counter Ter-
rorist Network Act. This legislation will allow 
the U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) to enhance border security operations 
that will interrupt and dismantle transnational 
criminal and foreign terrorist networks that 
threaten the security of our country. The pur-
pose of this bill is to ensure the CBP has the 
authority necessary to prevent terrorists from 
exploiting legitimate avenues of traveling to 
and entering the United States. 

We must continue to provide our law en-
forcement and security agencies with the ap-
propriate resources to protect our great nation 
from terrorist networks. The CBP’s primary 
mission is to keep the United States borders 
and ports safe against all threats domestic 
and foreign. The CBP mainly deals with 
transnational criminal organizations, smugglers 
and human traffickers, and terrorist networks. 
All of these groups pose significant threats to 
our national security and the safety of the 
American people. The CBP’s border security 
mission uniquely situates this agency to com-
bat terrorist threats that begin far from our 
homeland. Despite all the work performed by 
the CBP, the agency doesn’t have explicit 
legal authorization to combat threats or to as-
sign their personnel to other U.S. agencies 
both domestically and internationally to sup-
port their mission. This bill seeks to provide 
such explicit authorization. 

As a former member of the House Armed 
Services Committee, I have always voted to 
support our law enforcement and our security 
agencies. This legislation will help provide the 
CBP with the proper authorization to collect in-
telligence on foreign terrorist threats before 
they reach the border. This will help ensure 
the safety of our homeland and the security of 
our border. I support H.R. 4578 and I urge my 
fellow members to lend their support as well. 

f 

TO COMMEMORATE ST. JOSEPH’S 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TREY GOWDY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following Proclamation to con-
gratulate St. Joseph’s Catholic School on 
twenty-five years of educating and preparing 
future leaders of South Carolina. 

Whereas, St. Joseph’s opened its doors in 
a small rented home to thirteen students in 
August of 1993 with the belief that God would 
provide. Today, that belief has paid dividends 
as St. Joseph’s enrolls nearly seven hundred 
students and has been nationally recognized 
by the Catholic High School Honor Roll as a 
‘‘School of Excellence.’’ 

Whereas, St. Joseph’s commitment to pro-
viding students with the knowledge and skills 
to be successful in life is clear from the con-
tributions of their alumni to our community. St. 
Joseph’s alumni are serving our community in 
all professions from education and business to 
medical research, and many donate their time 
and gifts to serve as leaders in churches 
across the Upstate. Be it 

Resolved, That I, TREY GOWDY, do con-
gratulate the staff, students, and alumni of St. 
Joseph’s Catholic School on this milestone 
and look forward to their continued contribu-
tions to our community and the Fourth Con-
gressional District of South Carolina. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to vote on January 10, 2018 for an obli-
gation at the White House. Had I been 
present, I would have voted as follows: 

YES on Roll Call No. 10. 
f 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND 
KAZAKHSTAN 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to discuss the important 
and strategic relationship between the United 
States and Kazakhstan. I was in Kazakhstan 
in 1992 as the nation was being reborn. 

Since declaring its independence from the 
former Soviet Union in 1991, Kazakhstan has 
reached toward the West to build strong rela-
tionships, particularly with the United States. 
They have been allies in the region and have 
become a destination for American business 
investment. The United States was the first 
country to recognize Kazakhstan’s independ-
ence and our friendship has grown ever since. 

Kazakhstan works with us on issues like nu-
clear non-proliferation and counterterrorism. It 
exerts significant influence in Central Asia and 
has supported peace and stability around the 
world. 

In 2015, after a protracted negotiation and 
having made material concessions, 
Kazakhstan was admitted into the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). However, since 
1994, shortly after separation from the USSR, 
the United States has granted yearly normal 
trade relation status to Kazakhstan, due to its 
compliance with Jackson-Vanik, which re-
quires non-market economy nations to im-
prove human rights before allowing trade. 
However, the United States has not yet grant-
ed permanent normal trade relation status, 
which requires congressional action. 

The United States has important economic 
interests in Kazakhstan and increased bilateral 
trade would strengthen our relationship. 
Therefore, we need congressional action to 
normalize trade with Kazakhstan. 

f 

COUNTERTERRORISM INFORMA-
TION SHARING IMPROVEMENT 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 4569—Counterterrorism 
Information Sharing Improvement Act of 2017. 

This legislation will require the coordination 
of counterterrorism information sharing to en-
sure that the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS) has access to biographic and bio-
metric data collected by the U.S. Government 
on individuals associated with a terrorist orga-
nization for counterterrorism purposes. 

I believe counterterrorism information shar-
ing between the U.S. Government and the 
DHS will be an essential asset to the United 
States. Lack of interagency cooperation pre-
vents critical details from being shared in time 
sensitive situations, leading to avoidable errors 
and potentially fatal consequences. In the past 
few years, ISIS has suffered significant de-
feats in Iraq and Syria. In the wake of these 
losses, ISIS fighters have dispersed into sur-
rounding states, Europe, and even the United 
States. The changing landscape where we 
meet this enemy necessitates information 
sharing between law-enforcement agencies. 
Though we first made contact with members 
of ISIS on a foreign battlefield, this threat is 
pervasive and dynamic. 

H.R. 4569 will allow the Department of De-
fense to share intelligence with the DHS, 
should members of the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria attempt to enter the United States. 
The DHS will be able to utilize this intelligence 
for frontline screening, vetting, and protecting 
Americans on domestic soil. 
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As a former member of the Armed Services 

Committee I understand the obstacles facing 
our fight to eliminate terrorism worldwide. H.R. 
4569 will remove at least one of these obsta-
cles by promoting interagency cooperation. 
ISIS is not a traditional enemy and it is critical 
our security and intelligence agencies support 
one another. I support H.R. 4569 and I urge 
my colleagues to do the same. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL 
EMPLOYEE SHORT-TERM DIS-
ABILITY INSURANCE ACT OF 2018 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Federal Employee Short-Term Dis-
ability Insurance Act of 2018, which will help 
provide financial relief for federal employees 
who have a short-term injury or disability, be-
come pregnant, or develop a pregnancy-re-
lated illness. This bill will offer federal employ-
ees short-term disability insurance at no cost 
to the federal government. Employees will be 
responsible for 100 percent of the premiums, 
and will be able to receive disability insurance 
benefits for up to one year, which would re-
place a portion of their lost income due to a 
non-work related injury or illness or preg-
nancy. These benefits will be particularly ben-
eficial to ensure that our federal employees, 
who do not yet enjoy paid maternity leave, are 
able to utilize the 12 weeks of unpaid mater-
nity leave permitted by federal law while con-
tinuing to pay their bills, buy groceries and 
make their mortgage, car and other loan pay-
ments without having to deplete their retire-
ment or other savings accounts. Too many 
federal employees do not take advantage of 
federal unpaid maternity leave because they 
have no way to replace the lost income. 

I decided to investigate how we could pro-
vide short-term disability insurance for federal 
employees after learning that many of them al-
ready buy short-term disability insurance as in-
dividuals in the private market at high indi-
vidual rates. Although federal employees have 
good health insurance, federal health benefits 
do not replace lost income if employees are 
unable to work. Moreover, while federal em-
ployees may have available sick or annual 
leave days, they may not have enough such 
days to pay the bills if they have to be out of 
work for an extended period. Although there 
are long-term disability options for federal em-
ployees who become permanently disabled, 
federal employees do not qualify for such ben-
efits until they have worked for the federal 
government for at least 18 months. My bill 
does no more than put federal employees in 
the same position as their private-sector coun-
terparts, who often have access to disability 
insurance through an employer at group rates. 
This bill will not allow participating insurance 
companies to exclude persons based on pre-
existing conditions. Because of the federal 
government’s purchasing power, this bill will 
provide these benefits at a more competitive 
rate than is available if an employee sought 
such insurance as an individual, as many do. 

According to the Social Security Administra-
tion, a 20-year-old worker has a one-in-four 
chance of becoming disabled by retirement 

age. The majority of disabilities are not caused 
by major accidents, but by injuries or illnesses, 
such as back injuries or cancer, according to 
the Council for Disability Awareness. There is 
every reason to allow our federal employees 
to take advantage of the federal government’s 
group rates to obtain the most reasonable 
price if they choose to purchase short-term 
disability coverage on their own at no cost to 
the federal government. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF CONCEPCION ‘‘CONNIE’’ B. 
DUENAS 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Concepcion 
‘‘Connie’’ B. Duenas. Connie was a proud 
daughter of Guam and faithful public servant. 
She served as a Guam Mayor of the village of 
Tamuning-Tumon-Harmon from 2001 to 2005, 
and as the Vice Mayor of the village from 
1998 to 2000. Connie was born on December 
29, 1933 and passed away on January 4, 
2018 at the age of 84. 

Connie was the daughter of Juan Guerrero 
Balijadia and Anuncia Quitugua Reyes. She 
was married to Juan S.A. Duenas and to-
gether had four children. Connie was a mem-
ber of Guam’s greatest generation who sur-
vived the occupation of Guam during World 
War II. 

Connie graduated from George Washington 
High School in 1954 and attended the Guam 
Territorial College and the University of Guam. 
She joined the Guam Police Department in 
1956 and advanced to the rank of sergeant in 
1971. Connie was the first female in the Guam 
police Department to achieve this rank. 
Connie worked in different capacities while at 
the Guam Police Department as an adminis-
trative and record specialist, and did field work 
in traffic control, vice squad and juvenile delin-
quency. She retired at the rank of lieutenant in 
1978. 

Connie was also very involved in the local 
community and volunteered her time with 
many organizations. She was a founding 
member and served as president for Victims 
Advocate Reaching Out, an organization 
which assists victims of crimes such as rape, 
abuse, and other traumatic experiences. She 
served as the treasurer for Guma Mami, Inc., 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing 
services to people with disabilities. She served 
as the president of the parent teacher associa-
tions of various schools in the village of 
Tamuning. Connie additionally served the par-
ish of St. Anthony Catholic Church in 
Tamuning faithfully for many years as a leader 
in the church and Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine teacher. 

I am deeply saddened by the passing of 
Concepcion ‘‘Connie’’ B. Duenas and I join the 
people of Guam in celebrating her life. She 
was a dedicated public servant who worked to 
improve our village of Tamuning-Tumon-Har-
mon, and the broader community during her 
tenure. Her involvement in village events and 
service in public safety were testaments of her 

leadership and commitment to the people she 
served. My thoughts and prayers are with her 
family, loved ones and friends. 

I extend my condolences to her husband 
Juan and their children Kathy, Eleanor, 
Yvonne and John and their numerous grand-
children and family members. She will be 
deeply missed, and her memory will live on in 
the hearts of the people of Guam. 

f 

GLOBAL AVIATION SYSTEM 
SECURITY REFORM ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 4559. 

H.R. 4559, the Global Aviation System Se-
curity Reform Act of 2017, aims to conduct a 
global aviation security review to improve 
global aviation security standards. H.R. 4559 
directs the Transportation Security Administra-
tion (TSA) to comprehensively review chal-
lenges facing the global aviation system and 
review aviation security implementation. This 
legislation encourages cooperation between 
multiple agencies of the Federal Government, 
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), 
and the TSA to ensure proper coordination 
and outreach both within and outside of the 
United States government. 

The DHS and the TSA have expressed con-
cerns about threats to inbound civil aviation. 
To manage these threats, key aspects of H.R. 
4559 would work to improve the security at 
last point of departure airports overseas and 
more generally improve security at airports 
across the world. We must establish global 
aviation security standards to create safer 
skies across the world. 

Additionally, as a member of the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure committee, ensuring 
the safety of transportation mechanisms has 
been of paramount importance to me, and as 
a member of the subcommittee on Aviation, I 
am particularly concerned with this issue. 
Georgia is home to the busiest airport in the 
world; 55 million passengers annually travel 
through Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson Inter-
national airport. I will do everything I can to 
protect passengers in Georgia, the United 
States, and the world. I wholeheartedly sup-
port H.R. 4559 and urge my fellow members 
to do the same. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
BRIGADIER GENERAL ANNA HAYS 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the life and achievements of Allentown 
native Anna Mae Hays, the first woman in the 
history of the U.S. Armed Forces to be award-
ed the rank of a general. After a life spent 
serving in the army and contributing to the Al-
lentown community, Anna passed away in 
Washington on January 6 at the age of 97. 

Born in Buffalo, N.Y. in 1920, Brigadier 
General (BG) Hays moved to what is now 
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Pennsylvania’s 15th Congressional District in 
1932. Ten years later, inspired by the tragic 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, she traveled 
some 60 miles by trolley car from Allentown to 
Philadelphia to join an Army reserve unit affili-
ated with the Hospital at the University of 
Pennsylvania. In 1943, she shipped out to 
Asia, where she served at the 20th Field Hos-
pital, tending to wounded soldiers in India. 

As an Army nurse, BG Hays’ compassion 
for others was unparalleled Furthermore, she 
was resolute in her mission to provide the 
highest level of care to our nation’s troops, 
even battling severe illnesses and hardships 
of her own to do so. Following WWII, she 
again served hundreds of wounded soldiers at 
the 4th Field Hospital in Inchon and the Tokyo 
Army Hospital during the Korean War. 

After the wars, her compassion did not 
waver as she continued to serve in military 
hospitals. This included a stint at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center, where two of her pa-
tients included General George C. Marshall 
and President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

When war broke out in Vietnam, BG Hays 
again answered the call of duty. She worked 
in the Army Nurse Corps and rose to the rank 
of chief, visiting Vietnam on many occasions 
to inspect medical installations. 

On June 11, 1970, BG Hays was promoted 
to the rank of Brigadier General after being 
nominated by President Nixon, becoming the 
first woman to ever receive this distinction. Ad-
ditionally, she was also awarded the Distin-
guished Service Medal, the highest noncom-
bat award issued by the Pentagon. 

Brigadier General Anna Mae Hays will al-
ways be remembered for her kindness and 
service towards others and her love of her 
childhood home in the Lehigh Valley. Even at 
90 years old, Anna consistently drove back to 
Allentown to visit loved ones and donate his-
torical items to local museums. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to please join 
me in recognizing the life of this remarkable 
woman and her monumental accomplish-
ments. Her commitment to our armed service 
members and to our country will never be for-
gotten. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 2017 ELLIS IS-
LAND MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPI-
ENTS 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the 2017 recipients of the pres-
tigious Ellis Island Medal of Honor. 

Presented annually, the Ellis Island Medals 
of Honor pay tribute to our Nation’s immigrant 
heritage, as well as individual achievement. 
The Medals are awarded to U.S. citizens from 
diverse ethnic backgrounds who exemplify 
outstanding qualities in both their personal and 
professional lives, while continuing to preserve 
the richness of their particular heritage and 
culture. We honor these outstanding individ-
uals because the important work they do 
today creates a better world for all of us to-
morrow. This momentous occasion was cele-
brated with a patriotic ceremony on Ellis Island 
and a recommitment by the leaders of the or-
ganization to their mission of honoring diver-

sity, fostering tolerance and promoting reli-
gious and racial unity across America. 

Since the Medals’ founding, more than 
2,500 American citizens have received the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor, including seven 
American Presidents, numerous United States 
Senators and Congressmen, two Nobel Laure-
ates, and many athletes, artists, clergy, and 
military leaders. This Medal is not about mate-
rial success, nor is it about the politics of im-
migration; it is about the people who have 
committed themselves to this nation, em-
braced the opportunities America offers, and 
most importantly, who have used those oppor-
tunities to not only better their own lives but 
make a difference in our country and in the 
lives of its people. 

Citizens of the United States hail from every 
nation known to man. The iconic metaphor of 
this nation as a veritable melting pot of cul-
tures continues to ring true, and it is this diver-
sity that adds to the unique richness of Amer-
ican life. It is the key to why America is the 
most innovative, progressive and forward 
thinking country in the world. The Ellis Island 
Medals of Honor not only celebrate select indi-
viduals but also the pluralism and democracy 
that enabled our forbearers to celebrate their 
cultural identities while still embracing the 
American way of life. This award serves to re-
mind us all that with hard work and persever-
ance anyone can still achieve the American 
dream. In addition, by honoring these remark-
able Americans, we honor all who share their 
origins and we acknowledge the contributions 
they have made to America. I commend 
NECO and its Board of Directors headed by 
my good friend, Nasser J. Kazeminy, for hon-
oring these truly outstanding individuals for 
their tireless efforts to foster dialogue and 
build bridges between different ethnic groups, 
as well as to promote unity and a sense of 
common purpose in our nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the good works of NECO and in 
congratulating all of the 2017 recipients of the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor. 
2017 ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS 

Ken Aagaard, David B. Agus, MD, The Hon-
orable Dr. Buzz Aldrin, Hormoz Ameri, 
Loreen Arbus, Dr. Abbas Ardehali, Nadim C. 
Ashi, Lieutenant General Ronald L. Bailey, 
Sook Ja Bang, Herb Baum, Ruth Bedevian, 
Kurken Yetvart Berksanlar, Mollie Ann 
Bracigliano, Susan Burchard, Thomas L. 
Cantone, Robert E. Carlucci, LTC Daniel L. 
Cederman, Heather Won Choi, Winn 
Claybaugh, Konstantine Costalas, Peter 
Cuneo, Robert Currie, BS, MA, PhD (Hon.), 
FSA Scot, Captain Michael H. Day, Ronald 
A. DePinho, MD, Joseph D’Urso, Suzanne El 
Sayegh, MD, FACP, FASN. 

Dr. Hossein Eslambolchi, Mohammad 
Farzaneh, Commander Jonathan A. 
Forsberg, MD, PhD, Michael Greco, Mindy 
Grossman, Emile K. Haddad, Adil H. Haider, 
MD, MPH, FACS, Lieutenant General Stayce 
D. Harris, Patricia de Stacy Harrison, 
Lucine Mardirosian Harvey, Yumi Hogan, 
Rachel S. Howitt, Ming Hsieh, Soo-ll Jung, 
Governor John Kasich, Mumtaz A. Kazim, 
MD, Thomas A. Keller, Victoria Reggie Ken-
nedy, ESQ, Alsun Keogh, R. Gil Kerlikowske. 

Olga Kern, Annapoorna S. Kini, MD, Murat 
N. Koprulu, Sven Kraemer, Honorable Darin 
M. LaHood, Sherry Lansing, Noel Lateef, 
Andy Andranik, Madadian, Bill McMorrow, 
Frank Melkonian, George Fouad 
Mobassaleh, Sebastian Paul Musco, Francois 
Nader, MD, MBA, Daniel A. Nigro, Indra K. 
Nooyi, Jeffrey S. Olson, Eleni Paliros-Bousis, 
Dinesh Paliwal. 

Harris Pastides, PhD, Mohan H. Patel, 
Yashvant Patel, Joan Agajanian Quinn, Hon-
orable Azita Raji, Brigadier General Austin 
E. Renforth, Commanding General, Marine 
Corp, Dame Tadia Rice, Ihor S. Sawczuk, 
MD, FACS, Richard C. Shadyac, Jr., Major 
General Larry W. Shellito USN (Ret.), EdD, 
James P. Sherlock, Anne Shih, Assistant 
Chief Theresa J. Shorten, Maggie Soleimani, 
Esq., Admiral James Stavridis, USN (Ret.), 
Carol Gomez Summerhays, DDS, Mary- 
Christine (M.C.) Sungaila, Esq., Ara Tekian, 
PRD, MHPE, Dr. Sean Shaheen Tedjarati. 

Garo M. Terzakian, MD, Rear Admiral 
Cynthia M. Thebaud, USN (Ret.), Alvin S. 
Trenk, Veronica Tsang, Cumrun Vafa, Briga-
dier General Suzanne P. Vares-Lum, USA, 
Charlie Woo, Chun B. (Charlie) Yim, D.B.A, 
Ma Cheol Yim, Dr. Fareed Zakaria. 
INTERNATIONAL ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF HONOR 

RECIPIENTS 
Emmanuelle Charpentier, PhD, Amir A. 

Dossal, FCA, Hamdi Ulukaya. 
GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF 

HONOR RECIPIENT 
Malala Yousafzai. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE SIERRA 
SACRAMENTO VALLEY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sierra Sacramento Valley Medical 
Society (SSVMS) as it celebrates its 150th an-
niversary. As the members of SSVMS gather 
today, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the Society’s long history of service to 
the Sacramento region and beyond. 

The Sierra Sacramento Valley Medical Soci-
ety, originally known as the Sacramento Soci-
ety for Medical Improvement, has been in con-
tinuous operation since the 1860s. It was 
founded by physicians from different areas of 
expertise dedicated to providing quality med-
ical care for our community. Throughout its 
history, the Society has benefited from the 
leadership of dedicated public servants such 
as council members, a mayor, senators, and 
presidents of the American Medical Associa-
tion, to name just a few of the preeminent indi-
viduals who have played a role in the Soci-
ety’s growth and development. 

As the oldest medical society in California, 
SSVMS is a vital part of our region’s history. 
The Society helps understand and fight dis-
ease, promotes community education, advo-
cates for local physicians, and supports the 
principles of the medical profession. The Soci-
ety is committed to increasing access to 
health-care services and providing scholar-
ships to medical students. In 1947 it founded 
the Sacramento Medical Foundation, which so 
many of us in Sacramento now known as 
BloodSource. And its Joy of Medicine program 
seeks to relieve physician pain and help to re-
claim the joy of practicing medicine through 
education, advocacy, and program services 
designed to nurture individual well-being and 
collegiality. 

Mr. Speaker, as those who value the Sierra 
Sacramento Valley Medical Society’s many 
contributions celebrate its 150 years of invalu-
able service to Sacramento, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring this prestigious 
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group. The health and well-being of untold 
numbers of my constituents in Sacramento are 
better thanks to the Society’s vision, leader-
ship, and efforts. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
have my votes recorded on the House floor on 
Thursday, January 11, 2018. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in favor of S. 139. 
While this bill is not perfect, the FISA program 
is needed to keep the American public safe. I 
am hopeful that stronger judicial oversight ele-
ments will be added in the Senate, as a 
former special prosecutor, I acutely under-
stand the need for people’s privacy rights 
must be protected at all times. 

f 

DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE TO DEVELOP A STRAT-
EGY TO REGAIN OBSERVER STA-
TUS FOR TAIWAN IN THE WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 3320, a bill that directs 
the Secretary of State to develop a strategy to 
obtain observer status for Taiwan in the World 
Health Organization (WHO). This bill requires 
the Department of State to report to Congress 
the observer status for Taiwan at the annual 
summit of the World Health Assembly (WHA) 
held by the WHO in Geneva, Switzerland. If 
Taiwan fails to obtain observer status for a 
particular year, this bill requires the Secretary 
to include an account of the changes and stra-
tegic improvements that the State Department 
has made to help Taiwan regain observer sta-
tus in the WHO. 

Taiwan first sought to participate in the 
WHO as an observer in 1997. In 2009, with 
strong support from successive United States 
Administrations and Congress, Taiwan re-
ceived an invitation to attend the WHA as an 
observer under the name ‘‘Chinese Taipei’’. 
Taiwan received the same invitation each year 
until 2016, following the election of President 
Tsai-Ing Wen of the Democratic Progressive 
Party. President Tsai-Ing Wen’s administration 
has threatened Taiwan’s engagement in the 
international community and Taiwan has faced 
increased resistance from the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC) when seeking inclusion 
in numerous organizations. Taiwan’s invitation 
to the 2016 WHA was received late and in-
cluded new language conditioning Taiwan’s 
participation on the PRC’s ‘‘one China prin-
ciple’’. In 2017, Taiwan did not receive an invi-
tation to the WHA. 

Taiwan remains a model contributor to world 
health efforts, providing financial and technical 
assistance in response to numerous global 
health challenges. Taiwan has invested over 
$6 billion in international medical and humani-

tarian aid efforts impacting over 80 countries 
since 1996. In 2014, Taiwan responded to the 
Ebola crisis by donating $1,000,000 and pro-
viding 100,000 sets of personal protective 
equipment. Through the Global Cooperation 
and Training Framework, the United States 
and Taiwan have jointly conducted training 
programs for experts to combat MERS, Den-
gue fever, and Zika. These diseases know no 
borders, and Taiwan’s needless exclusion 
from global health cooperation increases the 
dangers presented by global pandemics. 

H.R. 3320 expands the report the Depart-
ment of State is required to produce dis-
cussing Taiwan’s status at the WHO and en-
courages Taiwan’s inclusion in this inter-
national organization. I support this legislation 
and urge my colleagues to do the same. 

f 

HONORING YOUNG ARTISTS FROM 
WHITKO HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize seven exceptional students 
from Whitko High School in South Whitley, In-
diana. In September 2017, Whitko High 
School students participated in the 48th World 
School Children’s Art Exhibition in Taipei, Tai-
wan. The exhibition is designed to promote ar-
tistic exploration and highlight the artistic 
achievements of students from 42 nations. 

I would like to congratulate Whitko High 
School students Brielle Harrison, Megan 
Licata, Trysten Tucker, Chase Meade, Derek 
Stouder, and Katarina Rojas on being selected 
to participate in this prestigious contest. I also 
would like to congratulate Julia Seifert, whose 
painting ‘‘Indian Lore’’ received a bronze prize. 

On behalf of northeast Indiana, I would like 
to congratulate these young artists on their ac-
complishments. I know that each of these stu-
dents has a very bright future. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF CAPTAIN 
AARON J. EIDEM 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Captain Aaron J. Eidem of Webb City, 
Missouri, for his service to this nation and his 
heroic act of selflessness. 

Captain Eidem was an active duty member 
of the U.S. Army for 20 years, serving as a 
military police officer and instructor. Having 
been deployed three times, Captain Eidem 
earned the Bronze Star and Purple Heart for 
his valiant efforts on the battlefield. Since 
2014, Captain Eidem was an adjunct pro-
fessor of military science at Missouri State 
University Army ROTC and was highly re-
spected by students and faculty alike. 

Driving home one evening, Captain Eidem 
witnessed an accident that left a disabled ve-
hicle dangerously protruding into the passing 
lane along a busy stretch of I–44. Being the 
man of service that he was, Captain Eidem 
pulled over to assist the individuals in the ve-

hicle. As Captain Eidem returned to his vehi-
cle and attempted to lead the individuals to 
safety, a tractor-trailer struck his vehicle, mak-
ing this his final selfless deed. 

I am honored that Captain Eidem resided in 
my district, and am proud to have represented 
such an unparalleled person. His service to 
this nation and to his fellow countrymen will 
not be forgotten. 

f 

TAIWAN TRAVEL ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 535, the Taiwan Travel 
Act. 

H.R. 535 reaffirms congressional support for 
the Taiwan Relations Act and upholds the pol-
icy that allows U.S. officials at every level to 
travel to Taiwan to meet their counterparts, 
and allow Taiwanese officials to do the same 
in Washington. The bill also encourages the 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative 
Office (TECRO) to continue to conduct busi-
ness in the U.S. 

Since the enactment of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act, ties between the United States and 
Taiwan have suffered from insufficient high- 
level communication, largely due to the restric-
tions that the United States placed on visits by 
high ranking officials to Taiwan. The United 
States and Taiwan maintain what the U.S. De-
partment of State calls ‘‘a robust unofficial re-
lationship.’’ The relationship has been unoffi-
cial since January 1, 1979, when the Carter 
Administration established diplomatic relations 
with China and ended formal diplomatic ties 
with Taiwan. In the absence of diplomatic rela-
tions, the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA, P.L. 96– 
8), enacted on April 10, 1979, provides a legal 
basis for the U.S. relationship with Taiwan. 

I fully support H.R. 535 and encourage offi-
cials at all levels of the U.S. government to 
travel to Taiwan to meet their counterparts. 
Official travel between our countries is an inte-
gral part of developing stronger diplomatic 
ties, and our international trade relationship 
makes this bond between us particularly im-
portant. Taiwan is currently our 10th largest 
trading partner, and in 2016 this partnership 
totaled an estimated $84.9 billion. 

Our established trade partnership with Tai-
wan continues to help bolster the United 
States economy also by providing and sus-
taining jobs. According to the Department of 
Commerce, in 2015 U.S. exports of goods and 
services to Taiwan supported an estimated 
208,000 jobs domestically. It is essential we 
support H.R. 535, the Taiwan Travel Act to 
encourage strong diplomatic partnerships be-
tween the United States and Taiwan. 

f 

ILLINOIS 18TH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT SERVICE ACADEMY 
NOMINEES 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to proudly announce the service academy 
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nominees for Illinois’ 18th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

Twenty-three remarkable individuals have 
been selected for admittance into the U.S. 
Military Academy, U.S. Naval Academy, or 
U.S. Air Force Academy. These young men 
and women have gone through a rigorous and 
competitive application process, making them 
the most impressive and outstanding group of 
individuals. This group gives me confidence in 
America’s future. 

I would like to thank the members of our se-
lection panel including veterans and commu-
nity leaders who volunteered their time, tal-
ents, and attention to this process. I would 
also like to thank the parents for raising these 
exceptional young adults. Finally, I would like 
to thank the nominees themselves for their 
dedication to serving this great nation. 

The Illinois 18th congressional district serv-
ice academy nominees are: 

Andrew Kim—Washington, IL, U.S. Air 
Force Academy & U.S. Military Academy. 

Aminah Jones—Springfield, IL, U.S. Air 
Force Academy & U.S. Naval Academy. 

Justin McCabe—Morton, IL, U.S. Air Force 
Academy, U.S. Naval Academy & U.S. Military 
Academy. 

Francesca Verville—Edwards, IL, U.S. Air 
Force Academy. 

Matthew Borrowman—Washington, IL, U.S. 
Air Force Academy. 

Jordan Sanchez—Elkhart, IL, U.S. Air Force 
Academy. 

Bryant Williams—Springfield, IL, U.S. Air 
Force Academy. 

Christopher Voegle—Bloomington, IL. U.S. 
Air Force Academy. 

Justin Sharp—Bloomington, IL, U.S. Air 
Force Academy. 

Kyle Campbell—Riverton, IL, U.S. Military 
Academy. 

Paul Oelkers—Edelstein, IL, U.S. Military 
Academy. 

Shane Hickman—Normal, IL, U.S. Military 
Academy. 

Tessa Leman—Eureka, IL, U.S. Military 
Academy. 

Kaden Schmittner—Bloomington, IL, U.S. 
Military Academy. 

Micah Weiss—Sherman, IL, U.S. Military 
Academy. 

Steven O’Rear—Lincoln, IL, U.S. Naval 
Academy. 

Molly Day—Normal, IL, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. 

Christopher Leanos—Metamora, IL, U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Dominic Signa—Germantown Hills, IL, U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Matthew Tungett—Rochester, IL, U.S. Naval 
Academy. 

William Hudson—Washington, IL, U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Duncan Bradshaw—New Salem, IL, U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Stephen Brown—Bloomington, IL, U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COURTNEY WILBURN 
BEING NAMED ALABAMA’S 2018–19 
MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Courtney Wilburn for being named Ala-
bama’s 2018–19 Middle School Principal of 
the Year. 

Courtney is the principal at White Plains 
Middle School in Calhoun County. She has 
served in that role since 2011. She has also 
served as a teacher and assistant principal 
and was Calhoun County’s Principal of the 
Year in 2012. 

Courtney was raised in the area and at-
tended Anniston City Schools and graduated 
from Jacksonville State University. She has 
been working in education for 17 years. 

On January 8th, she was surprised at an 
event at the school with the news of the 
honor. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Courtney on this distinct honor and 
thanking her for her service to education. 

DHS INTERAGENCY COUNTERTER-
RORISM TASK FORCE ACT OF 
2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 4555, DHS Interagency 
Counterterrorism Task Force Act. 

This legislation provides the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) with the authoriza-
tion to assign their workforce to participate in 
overseas interagency counterterrorism task 
forces. Participation in these task forces will 
aid in counterterrorism information sharing and 
combat the threat of terrorism and associated 
risks to the United States, as determined by 
DHS. 

To continue to fight terrorism domestically 
and worldwide, I believe it is critical for agen-
cies overseas to have open communications 
with one another. The more counterterrorism 
information that the DHS and other task forces 
overseas share, the more effectively these 
agencies can strategize. We must provide our 
security agencies with this critical asset to de-
fend our country and citizens. Encouraging 
DHS personnel to participate in international 
task forces could create new solutions and 
help save the lives of our armed forces and 
personnel overseas. This task force could also 
assist the DHS in being more properly pre-
pared to take on any counterterrorism efforts 
in the U.S. 

As a former member of the Armed Services 
Committee, I have long advocated for pro-
tecting our personnel overseas. I strongly be-
lieve in providing our U.S. security agencies 
with the proper training and communication 
tools to successfully fight terrorism. This legis-
lation will provide the DHS with the appro-
priate authorization to share information with 
allies overseas and will bring us one step clos-
er to rooting out terror worldwide. H.R. 4555 
will allow DHS personnel to not only build rela-
tionships with allied counterterrorism task 
forces overseas but also help better prepare 
them to take on terrorism at home. 
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