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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN JENKINS 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent for Roll Call votes No. 38 and 39 
on the afternoon of January 20, 2018. Had I 
been present, I would have voted Yea on Roll 
Call No. 38 and Present on Roll Call No. 39. 

f 

WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF 
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH 
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE 
ON RULES, AND PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO 
SUSPEND THE RULES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday, January 20, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to the rule suspending the 
rules providing legislation be considered in 
regular order, what is frequently referred to as 
a ‘‘martial law’’ rule. 

I oppose the rule because it is irresponsible 
and further confirmation of the inability of this 
President and congressional Republicans’ in-
ability to govern. 

In accepting his party’s presidential nomina-
tion, the current President loudly, boldly, and 
ridiculously declared: ‘‘I alone can fix it!’’ 

One year later, on the anniversary of his in-
auguration, which by the way was witnessed 
by one of the smallest crowds in history, the 
verdict is in. 

The President cannot fix anything; he is not 
leading the nation and he has failed at his pri-
mary and most basic obligation: managing the 
executive branch of the government and tak-
ing care the laws be faithfully executed. 

But the President’s failure is not his alone, 
it is shared with Republican acolytes in the 
House and Senate, who from Day 1 of this 
Administration has lived in fantasy world 
where facts and truth and science and good 
public policy do not matter. 

This President and our Republican friends 
across the aisle persist in the mistaken and 
false belief that the American people are clam-
oring to take away affordable quality 
healthcare for millions of Americans, to vir-
tually eliminate taxes on the multinational cor-
porations and the top one-percent, to deprive 
9 million children of health insurance, and to 
deport 800,000 law-abiding and patriotic 
Dreamers from the land they love and only 
country to which they have ever pledged alle-
giance. 

Mr. Speaker, the reason we are now in this 
mess of the Republicans’ making is because 

they consciously chose not to work with 
Democrats to come to a necessary bipartisan 
agreement to lift the Budget Control Act (BCA) 
spending caps, giving appropriators the direc-
tion they need for full-year funding bills. 

The reason given for passing each of the 
prior Continuing Resolutions was that the 
extra time was needed to reach a comprehen-
sive agreement to fund government operations 
in a fair and balanced way. 

Yet, even with the extra time, Republicans 
made no progress during any of the previous 
extensions. 

This should not be surprising; the House 
GOP is carrying the water for the president, 
who a few months ago said ‘‘we need a big 
beautiful shutdown.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I will not support a CR that 
does not include full funding for disaster re-
covery for the areas affected by Hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma, Maria, and the California 
wildfires, extends additional health access for 
veterans, provides funding to combat the 
opioid epidemic, and protects pensions. 

And most important, I will not support a CR 
or budget agreement that does not address 
and resolve the crisis the Republican Adminis-
tration has inflicted on 800,000 Dreamers and 
their families, including 124,000 Dreamers in 
my home state of Texas. 

Instead of acting responsibly to address 
these issues and fund the government for the 
remainder of the fiscal year, House Repub-
licans continue wasting time. 

Mr. Speaker, the CR proposed by Repub-
licans included a six year reauthorization of 
the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP), which provides health coverage to 
nine million children, and which Republicans 
allowed to lapse on September 30, 2017. 

This is not a meaningful extension. 
In contrast, making CHIP permanent would 

not only provide long-term stability for families, 
providers, and states, it would save $6 billion 
according to the Congressional Budget Office. 

CHIP, which enjoys broad public, could 
have been reauthorized months ago in a 
stand-alone bill but Republicans chose instead 
waste months on efforts to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act and enact unpaid-for tax cuts 
for the wealthy. 

I know firsthand about the important work 
done through CHIP. 

My state is home to the Texas Children’s 
Hospital, and any of my colleagues who be-
lieves it is acceptable to play politics with chil-
dren’s health clearly does not appreciate the 
work done there. 

This CR included additional tax cuts totaling 
over $26 billion, including a two year delay of 
the medical device and Cadillac taxes, and a 
one year delay of the health insurance tax. 

At the same time, the CR failed to address 
numerous other expired and expiring health 
priorities, from funding for community health 
centers to waiving caps on therapy services 
for seniors on Medicare, to preventing cuts to 
safety net hospitals. 

Mr. Speaker, despite controlling the House, 
Senate, and the White House, Republicans 

have not funded the government for the entire 
year, even though we are already four months 
into the fiscal year. 

Democrats, meanwhile, have done the work 
with which we were tasked. 

I am a member of the Budget committee 
and we Democrats proposed a budget that: 

Respected the needs of all Americans, in-
cluding those who serve bravely in the Depart-
ment of Defense; 

Honored the sacrifice of our heroes in uni-
form; 

Protected programs like CHIP, made invest-
ments in infrastructure and ensured that Amer-
icans have access to quality healthcare. 

Because the President and congressional 
Republicans refused to work with Democrats 
and compromise on how to provide relief from 
the BCA’s sequester level spending caps, they 
are lurching from CR to CR—degrading the 
readiness of our military and preventing gov-
ernment agencies from properly serving the 
American people. 

This is not a responsible way to govern. 
Republicans need to work across the aisle 

with Democrats and get our work done—in-
cluding upholding the long-standing precedent 
of agreeing to parity when providing relief from 
sequester caps. 

I urge all Members to reject this Rule and 
start focusing on the real needs and interests 
of the American people. 

f 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL HUFF’S 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Lieutenant 
Colonel Henry Pope Huff for his service to the 
Unites States and to Mississippi. Lieutenant 
Colonel Huff will celebrate his 100th birthday 
on January 25, 2018. 

Lieutenant Colonel Huff graduated from For-
est County Agricultural High School and is a 
fellow graduate of the University of Southern 
Mississippi. Huff joined the Marines in 1941, 
and honorably served our country in that ca-
pacity until 1964. He served as a pilot in 
World War II, the Korean War, and the early 
stages of the Vietnam War. During his time 
serving as a Marine, Lieutenant Colonel Huff 
also had the privilege of being the personal 
pilot of two Commandants of the Marine 
Corps, and during his final tour, was the mili-
tary liaison to the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion in Washington, D.C. His exceptional 
record of leadership is unmatched amongst 
his peers. 

Upon his retirement in 1964, Lieutenant 
Colonel Huff returned to Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi, with his wife and son, but his service 
to his country and his state was not finished. 
From the late-1960s to the mid-1970s, Huff 
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ran a program called S.T.A.R, Strategic Train-
ing and Relocation, for the United States De-
partment of Labor. This program matched un-
employed workers in Mississippi with employ-
ers in different parts of the state. Through his 
work with this program, Lieutenant Colonel 
Huff helped to greatly reduce the unemploy-
ment rate in Mississippi during that time. 

Lieutenant Colonel Huff’s life shows us what 
true commitment and leadership for our coun-
try and our state should be. The impact of 
Huff’s diligent work for the state of Mississippi 
and the United States is incalculable. His ac-
tions should inspire the rest of us to follow his 
model of exemplary service. 

I would like to thank Lieutenant Colonel Huff 
for his honorable service to our country and 
our state, and I would also like to wish him a 
very happy 100th birthday. Semper Fi. 

f 

TO RECOGNIZE SGTMAJ JOBE ON 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sergeant Major Jobe on his retire-
ment from the United States Marine Corps 
after 30 years of service. SgtMaj Jobe enlisted 
in April 1988 and attended the school of infan-
try at Camp Pendleton, California before re-
porting to 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines. SgtMaj 
Jobe served as a machine gunner, machine 
gun team leader, Troop Handler, Recruiter, 
and participated in several deployments before 
earning the rank of Staff Sergeant. 

After his promotion to Staff Sergeant, Jobe 
served as Platoon Sergeant and Platoon Com-
mander in Company K, 3rd Battalion, 5th Ma-
rines, completing deployment with the 31st 
Marine Expeditionary Unit. Post deployment, 
Jobe served as the Chief Instructor and Fac-
ulty Advisor for Career Course at the Staff 
Noncommissioned Officer’s Academy in 
Japan. As a Gunnery Sergeant, he was as-
signed the Future Operations Chief for III Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force before reporting to 
1st Battalion, 7th Marines to serve as Com-
pany Gunnery Sergeant and later First Ser-
geant. During this assignment, Jobe partici-
pated in ‘‘The March Up’’ to Baghdad during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

During the latter part of his career, Jobe 
served as the Inspector & Instructor First Ser-
geant for Company B, 4th Light Armored Re-
connaissance Battalion deploying to Iraq. After 
selection to Sergeant Major, Jobe served at 
Recruiting Station Dallas until becoming the 
Regimental Sergeant Major for the Eight Ma-
rine Regiment at Camp Lejeune. While there, 
Jobe deployed to Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Jobe was then 
transferred to 1st Marine Division serving as 
the Division Sergeant Major where he served 
as the SgtMaj of the Blue Diamond. 

SgtMaj Jobe’s decorations include the 
Bronze Star, Meritorious Service Medal with 
gold star, the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal with Combat ‘‘V’’ and three 
gold stars, the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal with Combat ‘‘V’’ and 
three gold stars, and the Combat Action Rib-
bon with Gold Star. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in thank-
ing SgtMaj Jobe and his family for their 30 
years of service to the nation. I wish Dave, his 
wife, Kerri; and their sons DJ and Tyler, the 
best of luck in their future endeavors. 

f 

REMARKS BY JOHN J. SULLIVAN 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on 
December 6, 2017, the Subcommittee on Afri-
ca, Global Health, Global Human Rights, and 
International Organizations held a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Advancing Human Rights to Combat 
Extremism.’’ The hearing focused on ways soft 
power and human rights diplomacy could ef-
fectively combat extremist ideology and poli-
cies. I had the privilege to sit down with Dep-
uty Secretary of State John Sullivan recently 
and discuss this issue with him in the context 
of our ongoing dialogue with the Government 
of Sudan. Mr. Speaker, Deputy Secretary Sul-
livan gave a speech at the Al-Neelain Mosque 
in Sudan before a variety of faith leaders. In 
the speech, he makes the case for a values- 
based diplomacy, and holding countries ac-
countable for violations of fundamental human 
rights, especially religious freedom. I am 
pleased to include in the RECORD the speech 
he gave with his permission: 

Asalaam Alaikam. I am honored to join all 
of you here today. 

I would like to first thank the leaders of 
the Al-Neelain Mosque for hosting us today 
and for their gracious hospitality. 

Many people from different faiths, back-
grounds, and cultures have joined us here 
today to talk about the important work they 
are undertaking in Sudan to embrace toler-
ance and further the goal of mutual respect 
among all citizens. 

It was a great privilege to spend time with 
many of you earlier this morning and to 
learn about the many ways that interfaith 
groups are working together to forge a new 
path forward in Sudan and to move away 
from divisions based on religion and culture. 
Our discussion was particularly significant 
as we continue to build a new relationship 
between the United States and Sudan. I want 
you to know that the U.S. government and 
international community stand with you in 
this important work. 

THE U.S. COMMITMENT 
This is my first visit to your beautiful 

country. Secretary Tillerson asked me to 
travel to Khartoum to speak with you and 
your government about the growing impor-
tance of our bilateral relationship. I am here 
today to underscore one key aspect of that 
relationship: the shared values of mutual re-
spect, tolerance, and religious freedom. 

I would like to share a bit of my own per-
sonal history on these topics, as they are 
central to who I am. I am the grandson of 
Irish-Catholic immigrants who arrived in 
Boston, Massachusetts in the 1880s. At the 
time they arrived—and for many decades 
that followed—Catholics in the United 
States faced widespread prejudice based on 
their religion. When John F. Kennedy—an-
other Catholic from my home state—ran for 
President of the United States in 1960, he 
even had to give a prominent speech to reas-
sure the nation that his faith was compatible 
with the duties of the office of President. 

In the United States today, recalling such 
history seems quaint. But it was not easy, 

and it took many decades. Eventually divi-
sions were narrowed and mutual under-
standing between Catholics and Protestants 
in the United States improved substantially. 
Today, it is nearly unthinkable that one’s 
status as a Catholic in the United States 
would serve as a disadvantage to one’s ambi-
tions for life. 

The American experience in this regard un-
derscores that respect for the human dignity 
of every person—regardless of religious belief 
or origin—is a key component of not only 
protecting human rights, but also fostering a 
society that can flourish, build upon each 
other’s strengths, and move forward to-
gether. 

This brings me to one of the purposes of 
my visit: to make clear that the United 
States remains deeply committed to positive 
engagement with Sudan on a wide range of 
topics—including the protection of religious 
freedom and the promotion of other human 
rights throughout your country. 

This path of closer engagement is new for 
both of us. 

In 2015, after decades of strained bilateral 
relations, the United States began a meas-
ured engagement with your government to 
urge greater progress in various peace proc-
esses and to seek positive changes for the 
people of Sudan—regardless of religion, 
class, or ethnic background. 

In June 2016, Sudan and the United States 
initiated a historic framework for the path 
forward, the so-called Five Track Engage-
ment Plan. 

This plan outlined five priority areas for 
constructive engagement, and required the 
Sudanese government to: 

(1) cease hostilities in conflict regions, in-
cluding the aerial bombardment in Darfur 
and the Two Areas of South Kordofan and 
Blue Nile states; 

(2) improve humanitarian access through-
out Sudan so that aid groups could provide 
vital resources and assistance needed by the 
Sudanese people; 

(3) refrain from interfering in South Sudan 
and instead play a constructive role in re-
gional peace efforts; 

(4) cooperate with regional efforts to 
counter the Lord’s Resistance Army, and; 

(5) build U.S.-Sudanese cooperation on 
counter terrorism, and make both of our 
countries safer. In each of those five areas, 
the Government of Sudan has made 
measureable progress. As a result, last 
month, the United States formally revoked 
certain U.S. sanctions on Sudan to open a 
new chapter in our bilateral relationship. 

We hope that these positive developments 
are emblematic of a positive trajectory for 
the future of our bilateral relationship. But, 
we also recognize that completion of the 
Five Track Engagement Plan is only a first 
step on a longer road toward fully normal-
izing our bilateral relations. 

More hard work is required—from both of 
our countries. 

NEXT STEPS IN THE RELATIONSHIP 
The United States is eager to see Sudan 

make progress in a range of areas in the 
months and years ahead, as we work towards 
a new framework for bilateral engagement. 
In short, the closer our countries become, 
the higher our expectations for Sudan will 
become. 

This engagement will proceed on several 
fronts. 

For Sudan to become a full partner of the 
United States, it must seek peace within its 
borders and with its neighbors, and cooper-
ate reliably with the international commu-
nity to improve security and prosperity in 
the region and adhere to long-standing inter-
national norms. 

In addition, supporting human rights, in-
cluding religious freedom, has been, and will 
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continue to be, a critical part of the United 
States’ bilateral engagement with Sudan. 

In the United States, the protection of the 
basic rights and freedoms of our citizens is 
fundamental to who we are as a nation. The 
Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution—our 
foundational legal document—sets forth pro-
tections for individual liberties and prohibi-
tions on government power in these realms, 
including freedom of religion, freedom of 
speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of 
assembly. These are among our most cher-
ished rights as Americans, and the protec-
tion of human rights and the dignity of the 
individual has served as a key basis of U.S. 
foreign policy throughout our history. 

This history has shown that U.S. partner-
ships around the world are strongest and 
most durable with countries that take the 
necessary steps to protect the same basic 
human rights and freedoms that are central 
in the United States. 

In the years ahead, one measure of the 
strength of the U.S-Sudanese relationship 
will be improvements in Sudan’s respect for 
human rights and, in particular, religious 
freedom. Indeed, one of the reasons I am 
speaking to you today—at the Al-Neelain 
Mosque, with Sudanese Muslim and Chris-
tian leaders—is to emphasize that the United 
States cares deeply about religious freedom 
in Sudan. 

By taking steps to enhance protections for 
religious freedom, the Government will 
make the entire country more stable and se-
cure. 

Interfaith understanding, respect, and the 
protection of religious freedom and other 
human rights are bulwarks against extre-
mism. Religious tolerance is a building block 
of peace and security and is the mark of re-
sponsible governance. The treatment of 
members of religious minorities is often the 
ultimate indicator of a government’s com-
mitment to these values. 

When governments favor a specific reli-
gious, ethnic, or sectarian group over others, 
violent radicalism thrives. We also know 
that governments that sponsor or condone 
violence against their own people are far 
more likely to see violent extremism grow-
ing in their country. 

But by protecting every person’s human 
rights, society is more just, more free, and 
more stable for everyone. 

For these reasons, we urge the Government 
of Sudan to protect basic freedoms of expres-
sion, peaceful assembly, association, reli-
gion, and movement. The United States calls 
on Sudan to protect political opposition 
members, human rights defenders, civil soci-
ety groups, and the media. We also urge the 
government to hold accountable all who are 
responsible for human rights abuses. 

On the issue of religious freedom, the 
United States has continued to designate 
Sudan as a ‘Country of Particular Concern.’ 

The State Department’s annual Inter-
national Religious Freedom Report noted in-
stances of the arrest, detention, and intimi-
dation of religious leaders, and the denial of 
permits for the construction of new church-
es; restrictions on non-Muslim religious 
groups from entering the country; and the 
censorship of religious material. 

During my discussions with senior leaders 
over the last six months, we have welcomed 
the Sudanese Government’s expressed desire 
to take steps to overcome its designation as 
a Country of Particular Concern. However, 
for that to occur, we must see concrete and 
demonstrable progress through better poli-
cies and improved laws. 

We have communicated these steps to the 
Sudanese Government through a proposed 
‘Action Plan,’ which we hope Sudan will ap-
prove and enact. As an immediate con-
fidence-building measure, we have suggested 

that the Government convene a roundtable 
with members of religious minority groups 
about property registration issues, as certain 
government officials have cited registration 
issues as the rationale for the demolitions of 
places of worship. The Government of Sudan, 
including the Federal States, should also im-
mediately suspend demolitions of places of 
worship, including churches and mosques. 

President Trump, Vice President Pence, 
and Secretary Tillerson have made clear 
that the protection and promotion of reli-
gious freedom is a foreign policy priority of 
the Administration. As we move forward in 
our relationship, the United States will not 
ignore violations of human rights, including 
the right to religious freedom. 

The United States is ready and willing to 
assist in these efforts. 

To that end, we will explore opportunities 
to work with religious leaders who build 
bridges through tolerance and interfaith un-
derstanding to counter extremism—like 
those leaders with me here today—while we 
bring in new voices to further conversations 
about accountability and inclusive govern-
ance. 

The United States will also review our peo-
ple-to-people programs, such as the Young 
African Leaders Initiative and International 
Visitor Leadership Program, to identify 
ways to maximize partnerships and ex-
changes with the people of Sudan. I am 
pleased to see so many alumni here this 
morning as a testament to the success of 
these programs. 

Indeed, we believe that any country-to- 
country relationship begins on the individual 
level. We are committed to finding more ave-
nues for Sudanese religious and youth lead-
ers to advance interfaith efforts for peace. 

OTHER PRIORITIES FOR THE U.S.-SUDAN 
RELATIONSHIP 

Before I conclude, I also want to touch on 
a few other important aspects of the U.S.- 
Sudan relationship. 

We recognize that there are ongoing im-
pediments, including certain commercial and 
financial restrictions, on the bilateral rela-
tionship between our countries and a lack of 
normalized diplomatic relations. Further 
strengthening of our bilateral relationship 
will require a renewed commitment by the 
Government of Sudan on other policies be-
yond religious freedom. 

In particular, while restraint and a ces-
sation of attacks in conflict areas is a posi-
tive step forward, we now expect the Suda-
nese government to move closer to a perma-
nent ceasefire that will create an opening for 
a truly inclusive political dialogue in Darfur 
and the Two Areas. 

The armed opposition must of course also 
denounce hostilities and make a commit-
ment to a negotiated peace. All parties who 
have signed the African Union roadmap must 
live up to their commitment to engage in 
dialogue toward a resolution of the conflicts 
and a comprehensive and inclusive political 
process, and those who have yet to join the 
process must do so, as there is no other path 
to peace and improving the conditions of the 
people living in the conflict areas. As a first 
step, the opposition should accept the U.S. 
proposal to facilitate humanitarian aid in 
conflict areas across lines to help those who 
are suffering the most. 

Moving forward, we also encourage the 
Government to improve cooperation with 
UNAMID—the AU-UN Hybrid Mission in 
Darfur. UNAMID protects civilians, facili-
tates humanitarian assistance, and mediates 
conflict at the local and national level in 
Darfur. 

This mission—which the United States 
strongly supports—will continue to be in-
strumental to Sudan’s future and greater 

collaboration with the UN is a win-win prop-
osition for the people of Sudan. 

Violence, war, and ongoing instability are 
holding Sudan back from a future with great 
potential. Conflict has affected millions. 
Hundreds of thousands of Sudanese have 
been displaced and killed. It is time for a 
path to reconciliation and peace. Your coun-
try’s prosperity and the security of future 
generations depend on it. 

The United States calls on all parties to 
take this opportunity to define a way for-
ward that will help all of Sudan’s people. 

Finally, the United States is also looking 
for the Sudanese Government to help 
counter international security threats. In 
that regard, I very much appreciate and ap-
plaud Sudan’s public statements condemning 
North Korean provocations, and Sudan’s full 
commitment to compliance with the UN Se-
curity Council Resolutions regarding North 
Korea. Finally, the statements yesterday by 
the Government of Sudan affirming that it 
will cut off all ties with North Korea is most 
welcome. 

CONCLUSION 
Let me conclude by noting that I am deep-

ly encouraged by the interactions I have had 
with the Government and with civil society 
representatives during my visit here. The re-
ligious leaders with whom I met earlier 
today are a deep source of inspiration. 

Indeed, there are challenges that lie ahead, 
but we should all have reason for hope and 
optimism about the growing engagement be-
tween our two countries. 

Thank you for your hospitality and kind-
ness. I look forward to many more opportu-
nities to further our goals of a more peaceful 
and prosperous Sudan—a Sudan that re-
spects the rights of persons of every faith. 

f 

LABORERS INTERNATIONAL UNION 
OF NORTH AMERICA LOCAL 81 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I recognize 
Laborers International Union of North America 
Local 81 as the organization celebrates its 
100th anniversary. A century of dedication, 
hard work, and perseverance is certainly an 
amazing accomplishment, and the leaders and 
members of Local 81 are to be commended. 
In honor of this milestone, a 100th anniversary 
ceremony will take place on Thursday, Janu-
ary 25, 2018, at the Local 81 Union Hall in 
Valparaiso, Indiana. 

Laborers Local 81 was founded in 1918 in 
Gary, Indiana. In the early days, union mem-
bers and leaders helped to build the founda-
tion for the future success of the organization. 
Prior to the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, 
union members worked without receiving 
health insurance, retirement benefits, or pen-
sion benefits. Many of these individuals band-
ed together, went on strike, and fought for 
these benefits, thus allowing today’s members 
to obtain these benefits for themselves and 
their families. Under the leadership of Labor-
ers International Union of North America Gen-
eral President Terry O’Sullivan, as well as 
Local 81 President and Business Manager, 
Mike Campbell, Local 81 looks forward to ad-
vancement and success over the next 100 
years, striving to ‘‘stay united in justice, honor, 
and strength.’’ 
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Laborers Local 81 represents some of the 

hardest workers in Northwest Indiana. They 
are the men and women who help construct 
our roads, bridges, and buildings. They install 
waterlines, sewer lines, and gas lines. They 
work to remove hazardous waste and pour 
concrete, among many other important jobs. 
They help to build America every day, and I 
am truly grateful for their service. 

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in its craftsmanship and loyalty by its 
tradesmen. Local 81 is an outstanding exam-
ple of these qualities. The leaders and mem-
bers of Local 81 have demonstrated their loy-
alty to their union and the Northwest Indiana 
community through their hard work and tire-
less dedication. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the honorable leaders and members of 
Laborers Local 81, as well as all of the hard 
working union men and women throughout the 
United States. For their outstanding commit-
ment to their trade and to improving their com-
munities, these outstanding individuals are 
worthy of the highest praise. 

f 

IN HONOR OF RON AND KATHLEEN 
MCPHEE’S RECOGNITION AS OUT-
STANDING VOLUNTEERS OF THE 
YEAR BY THE COLORADO-WYO-
MING CHAPTER OF THE NA-
TIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
SOCIETY 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Ron and Kath-
leen McPhee on being selected as the Out-
standing Volunteers of the Year by the Colo-
rado-Wyoming chapter of the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. This outstanding accom-
plishment is a sign of their commitment to our 
community and to our great state. 

The National Multiple Sclerosis Society is a 
nation-wide non-profit with the goal of creating 
a world free of MS and providing resources for 
those suffering from it and their families. Ron 
and Kathleen have been supporting and par-
ticipating in the organization as the Johnson 
County ambassadors for three years, inspired 
by their daughter, who has been fighting MS 
for 20 years. They have become particularly 
involved in the Bike MS Bighorn County Clas-
sic, where they recruit volunteers and serve 
lunch to participants. I thank them for their 
dedication and many contributions to the orga-
nization and to helping the many people suf-
fering from MS across Wyoming and the coun-
try. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Ron and Kathleen 
McPhee. They deserve to be extremely proud 
of this accomplishment. 

HONORING THE 2017 MCCLYMONDS 
HIGH SCHOOL WARRIORS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I stand today to 
honor the McClymonds High School Warriors 
football team, which recently won its second 
straight state championship, becoming the first 
Oakland high school to accomplish such a 
feat. 

McClymonds High in West Oakland, known 
as ‘‘Mac’’, has a proud history of academic 
and athletic excellence going back genera-
tions. Luminaries such as MLB all-star Curt 
Flood, hall of famer Frank Robinson, and NBA 
legend Bill Russell all attended McClymonds 
before going on to achieve greatness in their 
respective sports. 

Last year, the McClymonds Warriors football 
team became the first high school team in 
Oakland’s history to win a state championship, 
when they prevailed over La Jolla Country 
Day School in the State’s 5A division finals. 

This year it was certainly the return of the 
Mac, as the Warriors continued their domi-
nance, remaining undefeated during the reg-
ular season. In fact, the team has been 
undefeated in Oakland Athletic League games 
dating back to 2009. 

Following the regular season, the Warriors 
met Visalia’s Golden West High School Trail-
blazers in the state Division 5AA football 
championship, and prevailed in an impressive 
42–12 victory to earn their second statewide 
championship in back-to-back years. 

The team is led by Coach Mike Peters, who 
has fostered in his athletes a commitment to 
excellence and a strong desire to succeed 
both on the field and in their studies. 

I commend Coach Peters and his staff for 
their efforts to promote the development of the 
McClymonds Warriors football team. I also 
want to thank all of the team’s family and 
friends for providing unwavering support of 
these wonderful student athletes. 

Lastly, I want to recognize the members of 
the 2017 McClymonds Warriors football team, 
and let them know how proud we are of what 
they have accomplished: 

Emoreea Fountain; Columbus Lewis; Albert 
Mitchell; Jamar Julien; Charles Alberty; 
Ja’vanz Dornners; K’aun Green; Angelo 
Edgerly; Gary Alexander, Jr.; Dwayne Wash-
ington; Semaj Sims; Cory Hayes; Edward 
Woods; Da’veonne Sanders; Day’marr John-
son; Peter Diaz; Monte Smith; D’Shun White; 
Damon Gardner, Jr.; Montrell Smith; Kelvin 
Dunn, Jr.; Earl Hollimon; Islee Cassidy; James 
Willoughby; Huruma Zulu; Ramone Sanders; 
Mark Hoching; Yaheem Brown; Amani Trigg- 
Wright; Usama Alomaisi; Andrew Diamond; 
Jaylen Williams; Charles Joseph; Ramone 
Kelly; Rashawn Jackson; Xavier Sanders. 

Congratulations to the McClymonds High 
School Warriors 2017 Football Champions. 
You have made Oakland proud. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE LOW-WAGE 
FEDERAL CONTRACTOR EM-
PLOYEE BACK PAY ACT OF 2018 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Low-Wage Federal Contractor Em-
ployee Back Pay Act of 2018 to grant back 
pay to federally-contracted retail, food, custo-
dial and security service workers who are fur-
loughed during a federal government shut-
down this fiscal year (fiscal year 2018). This 
bill applies to all three branches of the federal 
government. After the 2013 government shut-
down, federal workers received back pay, but 
not federal contract workers. While I believe 
that all federal employees and federal contract 
workers should receive pack pay after a shut-
down, we know that we cannot get Congress 
to make whole all who are hurt by a shut-
down. My bill focuses specifically on low-wage 
federal contract workers, some of whom work 
here on the Capitol grounds providing Mem-
bers of Congress and congressional staff with 
daily services, because these are the workers 
most likely to be irretrievably hurt by lost 
wages during a shutdown. 

Many federal contract workers earn little 
more than the minimum wage and receive 
few, if any, benefits. While some are unionized 
with a little better wage, all are the lowest-paid 
workers in the federal government and should 
not be punished because Congress has failed 
to do its job to keep the government func-
tioning. Congress, historically, has provided 
back pay to federal employees, who often 
work in the same buildings as these low-wage 
contract workers, furloughed during govern-
ment shutdowns—but not low-wage contract 
workers. However, both groups of workers de-
serve to be made whole after these shut-
downs. I recognize, of course, that contract 
workers are employees of contractors, but the 
distinction between federal workers and, at 
least, the lowest-paid contract workers, who, 
for example, keep buildings clean, fails when 
it comes to a deliberate government shut-
down. Unlike many other contractors, those 
who employ low-wage service workers have 
little latitude to help make up for lost wages. 
Low-wage, federally-contracted service work-
ers can least afford the loss of pay during a 
shutdown and should not have to go to work 
every day while everyone else in their federal 
buildings likely received back pay. 

The nation’s capital is the high-profile home 
of the federal government’s complicity with 
contractors who pay low wages through 
leases and contracts with federal agencies. At 
least this legislation would provide some parity 
to their low-wage federal contract workers. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support the 
legislation. 

f 

HONORING GARY MIZONO 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Gary Mizono, a doctor who has 
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played an important role in shaping the health 
and well-being of his community for nearly 30 
years. 

Gary Mizono’s life has been intrinsically tied 
to Northern California. The second generation 
of his family to be born in San Francisco, Dr. 
Mizono completed both his medical 
residencies there, after finishing his medical 
degree at the University of California San 
Diego School of Medicine. Upon completing 
his medical training, Dr. Mizono decided to 
stay in San Francisco and built a successful 
private practice with other respected doctors. 
After seven years, Dr. Mizono joined San 
Rafael’s Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in 
1992, where he has been ever since. 

Gary Mizono provided much needed leader-
ship, expertise, and energy to Kaiser’s North-
ern California operations. The medical center, 
located in Mann County, California, had only 
been established 16 years prior to his hiring. 
In that time, the community’s growing need for 
primary and specialty medical care led Kaiser 
to establish satellite facilities throughout the 
County of Mann and the neighboring County 
of Sonoma. These facilities ultimately ex-
panded Kaiser’s overall patient network in the 
region to the over 100,000 members that have 
access to medical services today. 

Gary Mizono began his career at the med-
ical center as a Head and Neck Surgeon. 
After only three years he was promoted to the 
position of Chief of Head and Neck Surgery, 
and five years after that he earned the added 
role of Assistant Physician-in-Chief. By 2007, 
Dr. Mizono took on a much larger administra-
tive role as the Physician-in-Chief for the med-
ical center, and a much larger leadership role 
as a Long-Term Director on the Permanente 
Medical Group Board of Directors. These posi-
tions greatly expanded both his direct impact 
on Mann County as a doctor, and his indirect 
impact on the broader Northern California 
medical community. In these roles, Dr. Mizono 
oversaw the coordination of innovative medical 
practices through the collaboration of over 
9,000 Physicians and Nurse Practitioners, 
serving a combined population of over 3.8 mil-
lion members. 

Mr. Speaker, Gary Mizono has not only di-
rectly served his community as a doctor, but 
he has also helped shape the health and well- 
being of the broader Northern California Com-
munity through his administrative and leader-
ship roles. I, therefore, urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring Gary Mizono on the occa-
sion of his retirement. 

f 

IRANIAN PROXIES TERRORIST 
SANCTIONS ACT OF 2017 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I applaud 
the recent sanctions applied to Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps. But there’s more 
work to be done. Iranian proxy militias with 
American blood on their hands operate 
throughout the Middle East, especially in 
countries like Iraq and Syria. Mr. SHERMAN 
and I introduced H.R. 4238, the Iranian Prox-
ies Terrorist Sanctions Act of 2017. This reso-
lution will apply terrorist sanctions on two of 
the most dangerous Iranian proxy militias in 

Iraq and Syria. By targeting these two groups, 
we will combat Iran’s expansionism while sig-
naling to regional partners we will not allow 
their citizens to be used as Iranian pawns. Our 
gains against ISIS in Syria and Iraq have been 
followed by Iran filling the vacuum—turning 
our victories into defeats. MS, we must turn 
the tide against Iran’s conquest of the Middle 
East. 

We must designate these two groups for 
what they are: terrorists dedicated to carrying 
out the bloody will of the Supreme Leader in 
Tehran. I urge all Members to cosponsor this 
important bill, H.R. 4238. And that’s just the 
way it is. 

f 

PASSAGE OF THE CONTINUING 
RESOLUTION 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I represent 
Virginia’s 11th District, which has the third 
largest population of federal employees. 

Government shutdowns have a devastating 
effect on people’s lives. 

It is shameful that the President and Repub-
licans have inflicted this shutdown on the 
American public. 

This shutdown has created enormous un-
certainty and anxiety for families who are try-
ing to be good public servants. 

Furloughed federal employees across the 
country have had to deal with the stress and 
uncertainty of not knowing when they will be 
able to return to work, whether they will be 
paid, and how they will be able to pay their 
mortgage and provide for their families. 

While this three-week continuing resolution 
ensures back pay for federal employees, it 
does not address the timing of pay for those 
who have been furloughed or have had to 
work without pay for up to three days. 

I urge Federal agencies to take the nec-
essary steps to ensure that their employees 
are made whole on the next regular pay date. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today the 
House of Representatives will vote on a con-
tinuing resolution to reopen the federal gov-
ernment and fully fund the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program. I will be unable to be 
present for the vote in order to attend the fu-
neral of my wife’s mother. It is important that 
I be with my wife at this critical time. 

Although I will not cast a vote, my support 
for this legislation is clear. I voted for the con-
tinuing resolution on January 18, 2018, and 
have voted in support of Children’s Health In-
surance Program funding on four separate oc-
casions. After a senseless government shut-
down, I will be grateful that a conclusion will 
be reached and funding for our military, vul-
nerable children, and essential government 
services will be restored. 

MOTION TO CONCUR IN THE SEN-
ATE AMENDMENT TO THE HOUSE 
AMENDMENT TO THE SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 195 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in opposition to this so-called ‘‘deal’’ on a 
three-week continuing resolution (CR) be-
cause it does not get us any closer to a bipar-
tisan budget agreement that will enable us to 
complete our work on the appropriations bills 
for Fiscal Year 2018, and because it does not 
give us any meaningful certainty about a deal 
for the Dreamers. 

Without a broad agreement on spending 
levels, we are yet again kicking the can down 
the road, for the fourth time in just this fiscal 
year alone. Governing by repeated CRs 
leaves federal agencies such as our Depart-
ment of Defense unable to plan for the future 
or begin new initiatives. That undermines our 
national security and leaves our homeland 
more vulnerable. It is not how the appropria-
tions process is supposed to work. 

Before the end of FY 2017, Speaker PAUL 
RYAN said that a continuing resolution to keep 
the government open after September 30th 
would be necessary because the Senate 
would not be able to process the appropria-
tions bills as quickly as the House so, and I 
quote, ‘‘we’re going to need more time to com-
plete our appropriations process, particularly in 
the Senate.’’ So Democrats voted to keep the 
government open in September and they 
helped keep it open again on December 8 and 
December 22. 

And here we are again. Republicans control 
the House, the Senate, and the White House. 
Yet despite their full control of government, 
they are no closer to passing the spending 
bills that support programs and services im-
portant to American families and our military 
than they were four months ago. Once again 
they are saying trust us and give us even 
more time. 

Some of my Senate colleagues have de-
cided to vote for this bill because Senate Re-
publican Leader MITCH MCCONNELL has prom-
ised to take up legislation by February 8 to 
keep our government running and to address 
the plight of Dreamers. But I am deeply skep-
tical. After all, Senator MCCONNELL has made 
a lot of promises recently that he has failed to 
keep. 

Senator MCCONNELL promised Senator COL-
LINS that bills to stabilize the Affordable Care 
Act markets would be ‘‘must-pass bills’’ by the 
end of 2017 in exchange for her vote for the 
Republican tax bill. There has been no action. 

Senator FLAKE announced that Senator 
MCCONNELL promised him a vote on DACA in 
exchange for his support of the tax reform bill, 
but there has been no action on MCCONNELL’s 
promise. 

And when a shutdown loomed before pas-
sage of the FY 2017 omnibus, Senator 
MCCONNELL said that neither that bill nor the 
FY 2018 appropriations bills ‘‘can be done by 
one party only. All of that will have to be done 
on a bipartisan basis.’’ Yet there has only 
been partisan action on appropriations bills. 

It is difficult to trust a promise from a Sen-
ator who has a history of breaking promises. 
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Also unsettling and adding to skepticism is the 
fact that there is no commitment from Speaker 
RYAN to bring up a Senate bill to fund the gov-
ernment and help Dreamers. There is also no 
commitment from the president that he would 
sign a Senate bill—and even if there was, 
there is no guarantee he won’t again change 
his mind at a moment’s notice. 

As a member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, and as one of the original authors of 
the Dream Act, I believe we must act now. We 
can’t keep kicking the can down the road on 
difficult decisions about government spending, 
and we can’t leave Dreamers living in fear and 
uncertainty. I oppose this CR because we 
need to vote on permanent solutions on the 
urgent issues facing our nation including com-
munity health clinics, opioid addiction, Dream, 
and worker pensions, among others. 

f 

MOTION TO CONCUR IN THE SEN-
ATE AMENDMENT TO THE HOUSE 
AMENDMENT TO THE SENATE 
AMENDMENT H.R. 195 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
will vote today to re-open the government and 
provide certainty to 17,000 children in Con-
necticut and their families who depend on the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). 
The reality is that the Republicans control the 
levers of the federal government—the House, 
the Senate, and the Executive branch. While 
some of my Republican colleagues, like Sen-
ators SUSAN COLLINS and LINDSEY GRAHAM, 
have worked on a bipartisan solution, the Re-
publican leadership has failed the most basic 
of their responsibilities—to lead and to keep 
the federal government open. 

While CR’s are harmful in general, I will 
vote for a short-term extension only through 
February 8th as a sign of good faith as I be-
lieve it is better to negotiate with the govern-
ment open rather than closed. If the Repub-
licans renege on their commitments, it will be 
clear to the American people they can neither 
govern nor keep their word with regards to 
funding community health centers, opioid fund-
ing, protecting young people who were 
brought to this country as children from being 
deported, and funding for our military and do-
mestic programs. 

This is the fourth CR that we have passed 
to keep the government open. Our military and 
federal agencies need a year-long budget in 
order to plan and to effectively execute the 
functions of government. My Republican col-
leagues have committed to coming to the 
table and working on solutions for the opioid 
epidemic, disaster relief funding, and a solu-
tion for the 700,000 DREAMers in the next 
three weeks. The United States government 
made a deal with these young people and de-
spite the President’s edict to deport them if so-
lutions are not made in Congress, it is now on 
the Republicans to work with us, as they have 
promised to govern responsibly. I will hold the 
Republicans accountable for their promises 
and so will the American people. 

IN CELEBRATION OF JOHN 
HARTIG’S DISTINGUISHED LEAD-
ERSHIP AT THE DETROIT RIVER 
INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE REF-
UGE 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John Hartig on the day of his retire-
ment from the Detroit River International Wild-
life Refuge, the only International Wildlife Ref-
uge in North America. His distinguished lead-
ership has helped shape a new future for the 
Detroit River and surrounding wildlife. 

A longtime Michigan resident, Mr. Hartig 
fondly recalls childhood vacations up north 
and weekends spent fishing on Belle Isle. His 
exposure to Michigan’s wildlife and under-
standing of intense lake and river pollution in-
spired him to receive his Doctorate in Lim-
nology, the study of inland waters, from the 
University of Windsor and begin what would 
become a lifetime of work restoring and trans-
forming the Great Lakes states through clean-
up and public education. Mr. Hartig has held 
various positions over the years including 
serving as an environmental scientist at the 
International Joint Commission, as an adjunct 
professor at Wayne State University, and as 
River Navigator for the Greater Detroit Amer-
ican Heritage River Initiative before being 
named Refuge Manager at the Detroit River 
International Wildlife Refuge, a position he has 
held since 2004. In these positions, Mr. Hartig 
has overseen the transformation of the Detroit 
River, which was one of the most polluted wa-
terways in the country in the 1960s, the revival 
of various animal populations including the 
bald eagle and lake sturgeon, as well as in-
creasing public access to Michigan’s beautiful 
natural lands. 

Mr. Hartig is a leading voice nationwide due 
to his conservation work, and Detroit River 
International Wildlife Refuge was singled out 
at the 2006 White House Conference on Co-
operative Conservation as a national model in 
public-private partnerships for conservation 
and sustainability. In addition to being a long 
time board member of the Detroit RiverFront 
Conservancy, Mr. Hartig is a prolific writer on 
the Great Lakes and has received many 
awards including the John Muir Association’s 
2015 Conservationist of the Year and the 
2013 Conservation Advocate Award from the 
Michigan League of Conservation Voters. He 
was recently selected as a Fulbright scholar 
and will spend the next three years in that ca-
pacity traveling the Great Lakes region and 
continuing his lifetime’s work of addressing 
pollution and reviving public lands. Mr. Hartig 
has been an invaluable leader, and we look 
forward to his continued work protecting our 
precious natural resources. He will be greatly 
missed at the Wildlife Refuge, but his legacy 
will provide a solid foundation for its future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring John Hartig for his lifetime of con-
servation work and invaluable contributions to 
our state. He has forever changed the Great 
Lakes ecosystem through his passion, hard 
work and ingenuity. 

IN HONOR OF LINDA WEPPNER 
FOR RECEIVING THE GREATER 
CHEYENNE CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE’S WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my congratulations to Linda Weppner 
for receiving the Women’s Leadership Award 
from the Greater Cheyenne Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Every year, the Cheyenne Women’s Entre-
preneur Roundtable recognizes a woman who 
exhibits outstanding leadership in their profes-
sions and service to others with the Women’s 
Leadership Award. It recognizes those who go 
above and beyond for their businesses and for 
their community. Linda has made an excellent 
example for her family, friends, and residents 
across the state through her hard work, tenac-
ity, and passion for her work and community. 

As the broker/owner of Century 21 Bell Real 
Estate, Linda enjoys helping people turn their 
dreams of owning a home into a reality. Her 
leadership and service to others is apparent 
through her involvement in real estate edu-
cation, instructing aspiring realtors, and partici-
pating on multiple boards and organizations. 
She served as the president of the Cheyenne 
Board of Realtors and the Cheyenne Multiple 
Listing Service, and is currently a member of 
the board for the Wyoming Association of Re-
altors, the Greater Cheyenne Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Women’s Civic League of 
Cheyenne, to name a few. Linda is committed 
to supporting her community in all aspects of 
her life and I thank her for her dedication and 
significant contributions. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to the 2017 recipient of the 
Greater Cheyenne Chamber of Commerce’s 
Women’s Leadership Award, Linda Weppner. 
She and her family deserve to be extremely 
proud of this accomplishment. 

f 

IRAN AND NORTH KOREA’S 
REGIMES 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Iran and 
North Korea continue to threaten the world 
with their nuclear ambitions. But they do not 
just terrorize the international community. Iran 
and North Korea systematically repress and 
persecute their own people. We all saw what 
the Ayatollah did to the peaceful protesters of 
the Green Movement in 2009. And that was 
nothing new. Iran has been torturing and kill-
ing its own people since 1979. Hundreds of 
thousands of North Koreans are held in polit-
ical prisoner camps. They are beaten and tor-
tured. Live abortions and killings of newborns 
are standard procedures there. We must ex-
pose these murderous regimes for what they 
are. More than sanctions, these regimes 
should fear the millions they enslave and re-
press. Our strategy must be expanded beyond 
sanctions. 
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We need to double down on our efforts to 

amplify the voices of the Iranian and North Ko-
rean people who yearn to be free. Both of 
these regimes are illegitimate. They must be 
held accountable. Their victims must be heard. 
And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Jan-
uary 23, 2018 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
JANUARY 24 

9:30 a.m. 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine turning 65, 
focusing on navigating critical deci-
sions to age well. 

SD–562 
10 a.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Michael B. Brennan, of Wis-
consin, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Seventh Circuit, Daniel 
Desmond Domenico, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of Colorado, and Adam I. Klein, of the 
District of Columbia, to be Chairman 
and Member of the Privacy and Civil 
Liberties Oversight Board. 

SD–226 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Congressional Budget Office. 

SD–608 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To receive a closed briefing on global nu-
clear developments. 

SVC–217 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Personnel 

To hold hearings to examine officer per-
sonnel management and the Defense 
Officer Personnel Management Act of 
1980. 

SR–222 

JANUARY 25 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine global chal-
lenges and United States national secu-
rity strategy. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine Committee 

on Foreign Investment in the United 
States reform, focusing on Administra-
tion perspectives on the essential ele-
ments. 

SD–538 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine the Wireless 

Emergency Alert system. 
SR–253 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

To hold hearings to examine reauthor-
izing the Higher Education Act, focus-
ing on access and innovation. 

SD–430 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investiga-

tions 
To hold hearings to examine combating 

the opioid crisis, focusing on exploiting 
vulnerabilities in international mail. 

SD–342 
2 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To receive a closed briefing on certain 

intelligence matters. 
SH–219 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Frank T. Brogan, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be Assistant Secretary for El-
ementary and Secondary Education, 
Department of Education. 

SD–430 

JANUARY 30 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of Melissa F. Burnison, of Ken-
tucky, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Energy (Congressional and Intergov-
ernmental Affairs), Susan Combs, of 
Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior, Ryan Douglas Nelson, of 
Idaho, to be Solicitor of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, Anne Marie 
White, of Michigan, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Energy (Environmental 
Management), and subcommittee as-
signments for the 115th Congress; to be 
immediately followed an oversight 
hearing to examine the role of the Geo-
logical Survey and the Forest Service 
in preparing for and responding to nat-
ural hazard events, as well as the cur-
rent status of mapping and monitoring 
systems. 

SD–366 

FEBRUARY 14 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
To hold hearings to examine the current 

readiness of United States forces. 
SR–222 

POSTPONEMENTS 

JANUARY 24 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine reauthor-

izing the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, focusing on positioning DHS to 
address new and emerging threats to 
the Homeland. 

SD–342 
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