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IN REMEMBRANCE OF CHIEF 
ROBERT SEARS 

HON. JACKY ROSEN 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mr. Robert Sears, a longtime 
Boulder City resident, public servant, and 
former fire chief. 

Chief Sears first became a volunteer fire-
man in 1951. He moved to Richfield, Ohio in 
1960 where he was appointed Fire Chief, the 
youngest chief ever appointed in Ohio at the 
time, and in 1969 accepted the Fire Chief po-
sition in Boulder City, Nevada. 

Among his many achievements, he reduced 
fire insurance rates from a class 9 city to a 
class 3 and was the driving force behind ‘‘Op-
eration Heart Start’’ which increased the save- 
rate of cardiac emergencies to well above the 
national average. Additionally, under his com-
mand, BCFD developed into one of the best 
trained and equipped fire departments in Ne-
vada. 

Chief Sears retired after 21 years of service 
to the BCF, but continued to serve the public. 
He worked tirelessly for the Boulder City 
Chamber of Commerce, and he volunteered 
his time serving as President of the Nevada 
Fire Chief’s Association, President of the 
Southern Nevada First Chiefs Association, 
Vice President of the Western First Chiefs As-
sociation, Chairman of Clark County Fire Pre-
vention Council, Chairman of the Nevada Divi-
sion of the American Health Association, 
Chairman of the Nevada Fire Training Board 
and a member of the Boulder City Sunrise Ro-
tary Club. Chief Sears additionally served 35 
years as a member of the Civilian Military 
Council at Nellis Air Force Base and on the 
Military Academy Selection Committee for Ne-
vada’s Third Congressional District. 

Robert Sears was an inspiration to all those 
he worked with, and everyone he encoun-
tered. He encouraged others as a mentor and 
with his strong work ethic. He taught others 
how to be calm under pressure, shared his 
vast wisdom, and was an extraordinary and 
selfless person. He will not soon be forgotten. 

f 

HONORING THE 10 YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY OF CHAPEL HOUSE SHEL-
TER 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Chapel House Shelter, a nonprofit 
organization that serves homeless individuals 
in Cayuga County. On December 2, this won-
derful organization celebrated 10 years of 
helping members of our community get back 
on their feet. 

Founded in 2007 under the direction of Fa-
ther Dennis Shaw and Executive Director 
Sandi Mettler, Chapel House provides a com-
passionate response to homelessness in Ca-
yuga County. Once operating out of the gym-
nasium of the former Holy Family School on 
North Street, Chapel House has expanded 
and now provides emergency housing and 
services for men in a three-story, wood-frame 
house on Franklin Street. 

Today, this nonprofit organization relies on 
the support of 14 full-time employees and 20 
volunteers led by Executive Director Christina 
Thornton, as well as the generosity of individ-
uals and businesses within the community. 
Thanks to the support of so many in our com-
munity, Chapel House Shelter is able to pur-
sue its mission to provide our homeless neigh-
bors with emergency shelter and the tools for 
self-sufficiency in a safe and respectful man-
ner. 

This phenomenal group has helped over 
1,500 people find a warm place to sleep at 
night, fed the hungry, and offered a sense of 
security for those in need. In the last five 
years, in partnership with the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs, Chapel House has as-
sisted over 75 veterans. 

It is my distinct honor to recognize the 10 
year anniversary of Chapel House, and thank 
Executive Director Thornton, her employees, 
and volunteers for all they do to help support 
those in need and alleviate homelessness. 

f 

HONORING COACH CHRIS WYRICK 
FOR HIS INDUCTION INTO THE 
MISSOURI HIGH SCHOOL BASE-
BALL COACHES ASSOCIATION 
HALL OF FAME 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Coach Chris Wyrick from Jef-
ferson City, Missouri on his recent induction 
into the Missouri High School Baseball Coach-
es Association Hall of Fame. 

Coach Wyrick graduated from Helias Catho-
lic High School and helped lead the Crusaders 
to three state championships. After his high 
school graduation, he played for the University 
of Missouri, then professionally for the St. 
Louis Cardinals and Detroit Tigers. His coach-
ing career began in St. Elizabeth, Missouri 
from 1997 to 1999 as an assistant. Coach 
Wyrick then returned to his alma mater, Helias 
Catholic High School where he’s been since 
2000. 

Over the last 20 years Coach Wyrick’s 
achievements are nothing short of incredible. 
He has a 336–210 overall record, a Class 3 
State Championship in 2000 and 2001, and 
District Championships in 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2004, 2012, 2016, and 2017. During this 
time he has coached 108 all-district players 
and 41 all-state players. In 2000, Coach 

Wyrick was awarded Coach of the Year by the 
Missouri High School Baseball Coaches Asso-
ciation and the following year he received the 
same honor from the Greater St. Louis MLB 
Scouts Association and the National Federa-
tion of State High School Associations. 

More important than the accolades, Coach 
Wyrick has touched the lives of countless 
young athletes. Many players and individuals 
have praised the skills of Coach Wyrick not 
only because of his success on the field, but 
because he consistently puts his players first. 
This has been a key component of his coach-
ing career and has paved the way for a long-
standing trust between him and generations of 
Missouri ballplayers. Of the hundreds of ath-
letes he has coached over the years, 42 of 
them have gone on to play for college teams. 
Coach Wyrick’s mentality can be summed up 
in his own words: ‘‘as a coach, you hope you 
have some influence on a player’s life to when 
they hit adversity, they get through it and 
come out better on the other side.’’ Coach 
Wyrick has been supported throughout the 
years by his loving wife, Janie, and their three 
children, Emma, Erin, and Sam. 

Please join me in congratulating Coach 
Wyrick for a well-deserved induction into the 
Missouri High School Baseball Coaches Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame. 

f 

SALUTE TO HOUSTON BOY SCOUTS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Boy 
Scouts of the Sam Houston Area Council live 
up to the Boy Scout motto, selflessly giving 
back to others and embodying the true spirit of 
what it means to be a Boy Scout. The Sam 
Houston Area Council serves over 50,000 
youth in 16 counties throughout Southeast 
Texas. The troops in the Houston area are 
dedicated to service and leadership. This year, 
the Scouts are partnering with Super Bowl of 
Caring to do what a Boy Scout does best, give 
back to their local community. The program is 
called ‘‘Scouting for Food,’’ which began on 
January 28th. The Boys Scouts went door to 
door, distributing door hangers in neighbor-
hoods to announce an upcoming food drive. 
The project lasted through February 3rd, with 
Scouts returning to pick up any donations 
available in the neighborhoods. The donations 
will be going directly to food pantries, food 
banks, and churches in the Scouts’ local 
neighborhoods. This is, without a doubt, a wel-
come to those who struggle to make ends 
meet and need help putting food on the table. 
In 2016, the Scouts collected an impressive 
200,000 pounds of food. The Boy Scouts are 
hoping to top that this year. There is no doubt, 
with their determination and grit, they will eas-
ily reach that goal. The Boy Scout’s promise 
is ‘‘to help other people at all times.’’ This is 
a shining example of helping others out who 
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are less fortunate. The Boy Scouts of Sam 
Houston Area Council must be commended 
for thinking of others before themselves. And 
that’s just the way it is. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ANDREW CAR-
PENTER ON RECEIVING A ‘‘YES I 
CAN’’ AWARD FROM THE COUN-
CIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHIL-
DREN 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Andrew Carpenter for receiving 
the ‘‘Yes I Can’’ Award from the Council for 
Exceptional Children. 

The ‘‘Yes We Can’’ Award is presented by 
the Council for Exceptional Children, a profes-
sional association of educators dedicated to 
advancing the success of youth with 
exceptionalities, in recognition of accomplish-
ments in various categories. Andrew is one of 
only twelve students worldwide receiving this 
prestigious award, and will be honored in the 
transition category. 

Andrew, who is affected by autism, grad-
uated from Gloversville High School in 2015 
and subsequently enrolled in Transitions at 
Lexington, a chapter of The Arc New York, 
which prepares teenagers and young adults 
with autism and learning differences for col-
lege, careers, and life. 

Throughout his time at Transitions, Andrew 
continues to flourish, developing skills includ-
ing self-advocacy and goal-setting to equip 
him for success in life. His enriching experi-
ence has even included becoming a vocalist 
for the popular Lexington-based band, Flame, 
which travelled to Carpi, Italy, last year to per-
form at the International Festival of Different 
Abilities. Andrew also currently attends Fulton- 
Montgomery Community College, where he 
studies communications. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I 
would like to recognize Andrew for his hard 
work and commitment at Transitions that led 
him to great success. He is a deserving recipi-
ent of this award and I want to wish him all 
the best in the years ahead. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DR. JAMES R. 
BUSH, JR. 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on February 1, 2018, a memorial service 
was conducted at St. Joseph Catholic Church 
in Rayne, Louisiana, to honor the life of Dr. 
James R. Bush, Jr. 

I include in the RECORD the following 
thoughtful obituary published in The Crowley- 
Post Signal on January 27, 2018: 

A Funeral Mass will be held at 2 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church on Thursday, Feb. 1, 
for Dr. James R. Bush, Jr., 68, who died 
Thursday, Jan. 25, 2018, at his home sur-
rounded by his family. A rosary will be said 
Thursday, Feb. 1, at 1:30 p.m. at St. Joseph 

Catholic Church. The services will be offi-
ciated by Fr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Roskoski and 
Deacon Tommy Adams. 

He is survived by his mother, Betty Bush 
of Rayne; his wife of 44 years, Mary Bush of 
Rayne; two sons, Michael Bush and wife 
Courtney of Rayne, and John Bush and wife 
Lindsey of Crowley; two daughters, Mary 
Katharine Doré and husband Jason of Wash-
ington, D.C., and Elizabeth Leonards and 
husband Luke of Lafayette; a brother, David 
Bush and wife Sandra of Rayne; two sisters, 
Nancy Stutes of Baton Rouge and Elizabeth 
Mooney and husband Mike of Rayne; six 
grandchildren, Vivian, M.J., Jack-Thomas, 
Eleanor, William and Mary-Cynthia; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. He was preceded 
in death by his father, Dr. James R. Bush, 
Sr.; a brother, Jerome Bush; two nephews, 
Ben Stutes and Dereck Bush; and a brother- 
in-law, Darrell Stutes. 

Dr. Bush was born April 8, 1949, in Church 
Point to Dr. and Mrs. James R. Bush, Sr. A 
1967 graduate of Rayne High School he 
earned his bachelor of science degree from 
USL in Lafayette. He went on to complete 
studies at the LSU School of Dentistry in 
New Orleans in 1975. He practiced dentistry 
in Baton Rouge between 1975 and 1985, after 
which, he returned home and served the 
Rayne community from 1986 until 2009. 

Dr. Bush was a member of the Rayne Lions 
Club and the 6th District Dental Association. 
He will be remembered not only as a kind 
and loving person, always willing to help in 
any way possible; but, also as a compas-
sionate dentist and caregiver who cared for 
all his patients. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted yea on rollcall No. 
61; yea on rollcall No. 62; and nay on rollcall 
No. 63. 

f 

HONORING NATHANIEL ‘‘NATE’’ 
ADAMS, JR. 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take a 
moment to honor a community leader, Nathan-
iel ‘‘Nate’’ Adams, Jr., a man who has left an 
indelible mark on both the Bronx and West-
chester counties which I represent. Nate has 
lived a full and active life, one that has taken 
many interesting turns over the years. Born on 
November 9th, 1941 Nate was raised and 
educated in Cleveland, and went on to Purdue 
University, where he was awarded a full track 
and field scholarship, and graduated with a 
bachelor of science degree in 1965. 

In his professional life, Nate was a teacher- 
coach at Woodlands High School in Hartsdale, 
New York and later became the cofounder of 
RAN Associates in 1970. Then in 1972, Nate 
began a star-studded entertainment career, 
first as an associate producer for the movie 
‘‘Super Fly’’ and then as an actor and clothing 
designer for the movie ‘‘Classic.’’ Nate then 
worked as a special events organizer for Don 

King Productions, where he produced a musi-
cal concert in Zaire ahead of the Muhammed 
Ali Vs. George Foreman prize fight. In 1980, 
he was a producer for the United Negro Col-
lege Fund (UNCF) where he created the 
UNCF Walkathon, ‘‘Walk a Mile, to Save a 
Mind’’; in 1985 he became Director of Special 
Events of CARE International; in 1986 he be-
came producer for International Tours for 
KOOL & the Gang; and in 1990 he became 
Tour Manager for the Lloyd Price Group, the 
Four Kings of R&B, and other greats. Nate 
was also the cofounder of the Black National 
Sports and Entertainment Foundation. 

Incredibly, Nate was just as active outside 
of work, too. He has been a member of Shiloh 
Baptist Church in New Rochelle since 1978, 
and became a Deacon himself in 1982. In 
2002, Nate became chairman of the Shiloh 
Community Development Corporation, which 
led to the construction of a 40-unit senior 
housing facility in New Rochelle. In 2006, he 
became chairman of the Deacon Ministry of 
Shiloh Baptist Church, then just two years 
later, became President of Tilden Towers II 
Board of Directors in the Bronx. 

Of course for all his great accomplishments, 
Nate would always point to family as his great-
est. He and his wife Audrey have been mar-
ried since 1967, and they have been blessed 
with 3 children, Nichole, Nathaniel III, and 
Alisha, and 10 grandchildren. 

Nate’s motto, ‘‘I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me’’ couldn’t be more 
appropriate for a man who truly has done it 
all. He is most deserving of this recognition 
today. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SETH MOULTON 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
votes on Wednesday, Februrary 7th. Had I 
been present, I would have voted YEA on Roll 
Call No. 61; YEA on Roll Call No. 62; and 
YEA on Roll Call No. 63. 

f 

HONORING JIM JOHNSTON 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Mr. Jim Johnston, presi-
dent and CEO of the Owner-Operator Inde-
pendent Drivers Association (OOIDA). Jim 
passed away on January 8, 2018. 

Jim was born in 1939 in Summerfield, MA, 
but was raised in the Midwest after his family 
moved to Iowa when he was a child. In 1956, 
he enlisted in the U.S. Navy and after com-
pleting his military service he entered the 
trucking industry as an owner-operator in 
1960. 

In 1969, Jim moved to Grain Valley, MO, 
during a turbulent time in the trucking industry. 
At that time—as it is now—trucking was domi-
nated by small businesses. Recognizing the 
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need to form an association that could effec-
tively communicate the concerns of small-busi-
ness truckers to lawmakers, OOIDA was es-
tablished in 1973. 

Most of the founding members had returned 
to trucking full-time shortly after OOIDA was 
established. Jim was elected president and 
CEO of OOIDA in 1975, the Association’s third 
president since its founding two years earlier. 
As Jim put it, he was the ‘‘only one left and 
too dumb or stubborn to know when to quit.’’ 

From its humble beginning in an office trail-
er chained to a light pole in Grain Valley, he 
grew OOIDA into the largest national organi-
zation fighting for the rights of all professional 
truckers. Under his leadership, OOIDA has 
grown to more than 160,000 members nation-
wide, increased its relentless advocacy efforts 
in Washington, DC, and offers a robust collec-
tion of unique services and programs for driv-
ers. 

Jim was OOIDA’s leader for more than 42 
years. OOIDA was his life’s work and fighting 
for the rights of all truckers was his life’s mis-
sion. Up until only days before his passing, he 
remained dedicated to both. 

Jim leaves behind family, friends, and col-
leagues, but his contributions to the trucking 
industry will live forever. 

f 

AMERICA CAN AND SHOULD HELP 
THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM IN IRAN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, cracks are 
forming in the iron grip of the Iranian regime. 
The latest wave of protests sweeping Iran 
demonstrates yet again that dictatorial regimes 
are inherently doomed because they lack the 
enduring consent of the people they rule. 

Yet just as our forefathers required foreign 
assistance to finally shed the chains of tyr-
anny, we too must stand with the Iranian peo-
ple as they defy their oppressors. Utilizing our 
economic, political, and technological might, 
rather than armed intervention, the United 
States should rectify past inaction and amplify 
the voices of Iranians. 

For nearly four decades, the mullahs in 
Tehran have used brutality and religious zeal 
to cling to power and steal from the Iranian 
people. When they seized power in 1979, they 
were part of a larger, ideologically diverse 
movement opposed to the monarchical rule of 
the Shah. The Islamist clerics led by Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, however, turned on their 
revolutionary comrades and imposed theo-
cratic rule once the monarchy fell. Thousands 
of Iranians of different political stripes were ex-
ecuted without trial while many more, such as 
members of the People’s Mujahideen of Iran, 
were forced into exile. Whatever promise 
many Iranians thought would come in 1979 
proved to be a mirage that replaced one cor-
rupt dictator with another. 

Since then, the theocrats in Tehran have 
wasted their nation’s vast resources on their 
violent regional ambitions, sponsoring ter-
rorism and militancy from Lebanon to Yemen. 
However, it is the Iranian people more than 
any that have endured the persistent brutality 
of the supreme leader and his Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps thugs. We witnessed this 

in 2009, when thousands of Iranians took to 
the street to reject the rigged election of Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The subsequent 
crackdown by the regime killed dozens and 
imprisoned thousands more in an attempt to 
silence an emerging opposition. 

In spite of the blatant savagery by Iran’s rul-
ers, the Obama Administration said little. Upon 
coming to office, President Obama and his na-
tional security staff had softened America’s 
tone towards the extremist government in 
Tehran as part of broader policy of appease-
ment that culminated in the Iran nuclear deal. 
The shameful response by the Obama Admin-
istration in the face of such savagery was all 
too reminiscent of American inaction during 
the Hungarian uprising in 1956 against the So-
viet Union. That sad chapter in American lead-
ership crushed the hopes of millions living be-
hind the Iron Curtain. Succeeding Cold War 
presidents pointedly saw that America could 
not remain silent to Soviet oppression. Today 
we must echo the bold leadership of Presi-
dents John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan, 
who are forever immortalized by their out-
spoken criticism of the evil empire. Their 
words emboldened fledgling democratic move-
ments throughout Eastern Europe and ulti-
mately contributed to the peaceful demise of 
the Soviet empire. 

America still holds a unique duty as leader 
of the free world. For more than two centuries, 
the United States has been a symbol and pro-
tector of liberty around the globe. Our shining 
example of government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people has inspired gen-
erations to demand more from their rulers. 
When the American government heeds the 
call of those in bondage, it provides an im-
measurable assurance of hope that they do 
not suffer in silence. 

My congressional colleagues and I are 
watching the current protests in Iran closely. 
What started as a protest of the poor eco-
nomic conditions inside Iran quickly sharpened 
its focus toward the regime that is responsible 
for the country’s ills. If there is any silver lining 
to the misguided nuclear agreement the 
Obama Administration struck with Tehran, it is 
that the billions of dollars delivered to the 
mullahs has exposed their corruption. The Ira-
nian people have rightly seen that despite the 
removal of sanctions, they are no better off 
because the wealth of their nation is being 
hoarded by the ayatollah and his IRGC goons 
to spread terror externally. 

Our support can be more than just encour-
aging words. We can harness the innovation 
of the U.S. tech industry to allow Iranians the 
ability to securely communicate with each 
other and the outside world. Through their 
bravery, they can document the atrocities of 
the regime which we can then use to pros-
ecute on the world stage. I welcome President 
Trump’s leadership on the cause of the Iranian 
people and urge my colleagues that now is 
the time that we must act. 

f 

HONORING THE SAINT PAUL 
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate the Saint Paul 

Chamber Orchestra on winning a 2018 
Grammy Award for Best Chamber Music/Small 
Ensemble Performance for their recording of 
Schubert’s Death & the Maiden with violinist 
and artistic partner Patricia Kopatchinskaja. 

Founded in 1959, the SPCO is the only full- 
time chamber orchestra in the United States. 
Although they call the Ordway Concert Hall 
home, they present more than 130 concerts 
and educational programs throughout the Twin 
Cities each year. In addition, the Orchestra 
undertakes extensive international tours, and 
all while continuing to produce highly regarded 
musical recordings year after year. This is not 
the first Grammy for the SPCO having won 
Best Chamber Music Performance for their re-
cording of Aaron Copland’s ‘‘Appalachian 
Spring’’ in 1980. 

In 2016 the SPCO broke new ground and 
announced that violinist Kyu-Young Kim would 
become its artistic director, the first time a 
player took that role in a major U.S. orchestra. 
This role is generally performed by a con-
ductor. Since then, the orchestra has worked 
to become an ‘‘unconducted’’ ensemble, fre-
quently performing without a conductor. 

2017 was a banner season for the SPCO, 
one in which a new organizational attendance 
record was set. Nearly 116,000 people at-
tended their concerts last season, up 5 per-
cent from the previous year. The number of 
young people in attendance has more than 
quadrupled from previous years in a stark and 
important reversal of national trends. 

The importance of an institution like the 
SPCO to our community cannot be empha-
sized enough. They are an invaluable asset 
that will continue to provide entertainment and 
musical education to Minnesotans for many 
years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor the St. Paul Chamber 
Orchestra. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF VONI B. 
GRIMES OF PENNSYLVANIA FOR 
A LIFETIME OF SERVICE TO OUR 
COMMUNITIES AND NATION 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I extend my 
sincere condolences to the family and friends 
of Voni B. Grimes, who passed away on Fri-
day, January 26, 2018. 

Mr. Grimes was an amazing man who’s left 
a legacy of service that won’t soon be 
matched. He served our Nation in the U.S. 
Army during World War II, worked at Cole 
Steel in York, Pennsylvania, and later served 
as an administrator at Penn State York. 

Voni was deeply involved in the York com-
munity. He was a founding member of several 
local organizations, including the York County 
Department of Parks and Recreation and Ac-
cess-York, and was involved in countless 
other volunteer activities, including the Lions 
Club. He was passionate about personal fit-
ness and healthy living—even up to his pass-
ing at age 95—and the College Avenue Gym 
at 125 East College Avenue in the City of 
York was famously re-named as the Voni B. 
Grimes Gym. 

Despite the fact that he grew up in seg-
regated schools and challenged by racism, 
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Voni became one of the most recognizable 
and influential citizens in York’s history—a tes-
tament to his strength, character and faith. 

Voni was one of the most uplifting, positive 
and life affirming people you’d ever have the 
privilege to meet. His infectious smile and his 
ever-present harmonica brought joy and inspi-
ration to countless people. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I offer my prayers and 
God’s blessings to the family, friends and ad-
mirers of Mr. Voni B. Grimes. Godspeed 
Voni—we’re all better people for having known 
him. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF STAN JUDGE, 
FORMER PRESIDENT OF WILD-
CAT SKI AREA 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Stan Judge for 
his decades of service to Wildcat ski area and 
skiing across New England. 

In 2007 Stan was presented the Sherman 
Adams award, which is given to a person from 
an Eastern ski area who has significantly influ-
enced the ski industry. This award, named 
after former New Hampshire governor and 
Loon ski area founder Sherman Adams, rec-
ognizes Stan’s lifelong commitment to Wildcat 
and the ski industry at large. Stan also played 
a vital role in developing the American Stand-
ards Association Tramway Safety Code, and 
his leadership here brought standardized safe-
ty codes for all ski areas to use. This year as 
Wildcat Ski Area celebrates its sixtieth year in 
operation, I wanted to take the time to thank 
Stan for all of his work making Wildcat a safe 
and family-friendly place for winter recreation. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 
benefited from Stan’s work, I thank him for all 
his passion and dedication, and I wish him the 
best of luck in his next step. 
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HONORING LIVES LOST IN 
AZERBAIJAN 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the lives lost in January 1990 when 
interethnic violence broke out in Baku, the 
capital of Azerbaijan. Dozens of people died. 
The flailing Soviet government ultimately sent 
troops into the city, killing more than a hun-
dred people. Less than two years later, Azer-
baijan would declare its independence, then 
the Soviet Union fell in December of 1991. 

Sadly, independence would not bring peace 
in former Soviet Republics. Violence and war 
broke out in Eastern Europe. Men and women 
died alongside soldiers in places like Khojaly. 
But when the dust settled, democracy 
emerged victorious in many countries. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress must not forget the 
cost of freedom. Across the planet, countless 
people died in fights for freedom. The men 

and women who died in post-Soviet wars 
should be memorialized. They paid the ulti-
mate price for peace. 

As we enter a new era when it seems as if 
democracy is on the slide, the United States 
Congress must stand for freedom here at 
home and everywhere across our planet. The 
people who died in Azerbaijan, in Armenia, in 
the Balkans, and throughout the region should 
be honored and memorialized. Let us not for-
get that peace is preferable to war. 
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HONORING SANTO ANTHONY 
SERGE OF RICHLAND TOWNSHIP 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today, I lift 
up the legacy of Mr. Santo Anthony Serge of 
Richland Township and join his friends and 
family in celebrating his life. 

Mr. Serge was born in Carbondale, Pennsyl-
vania and graduated Carbondale High School 
in 1940. Shortly after, he was drafted by the 
Boston Red Sox minor league baseball sys-
tem, but was discouraged from carrying out 
his dream due to his mother’s wishes that he 
‘‘get a real job.’’ 

With the outbreak of World War II, Mr. 
Serge joined General Patton’s Third Army, the 
86th Black Hawk Division. He went on to 
serve as a Sergeant under Generals Patton, 
MacArthur and Bradley in both the European 
and Pacific theaters, and completed his serv-
ice in 1946. Upon his return home, Mr. Serge 
enlisted as a Pennsylvania State Trooper and 
was stationed at the Butler, Quakertown, and 
Bethlehem Barracks. He finished his career as 
a detective in 1980 after more than three dec-
ades of service to his community. 

His family notes that he had a natural 
athleticism, participating in softball and bowl-
ing leagues throughout his adult life. He en-
joyed watching his children participate in 
sports and music during their school years, 
and many hours were spent in his vegetable 
garden surrounded by beautiful roses that he 
looked forward to cultivating each summer. 
Most of all, he shared a love of music with his 
wife and children. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his wife of 
67 years, Althea, their children, Larry (Leslie, 
wife) Serge of Quakertown, Dennis Serge of 
Philadelphia, Diane Felicetti (Paul, husband) 
of Boyertown, and Anita Serge of Pennsburg, 
Pa; their two grandchildren, Tony Serge of 
Quakertown and Nikki Mayette (Andrew, hus-
band) of Sellersville; and step-grandchildren, 
Paul J. Felicetti of Bensalem and Nicole 
Felicetti of Philadelphia, Pa. 
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HONORING JOSEPH R. O’BRIEN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy 
heart that I today say goodbye to a dear 
friend, Joseph R. ‘‘Joe’’ O’Brien, who passed 
away on February 7th, 2018 at the age of 79. 
Joe served as my Director of Public Affairs for 

many years, and in that time, I came to know 
him as a warm, caring human being with a 
razor-sharp wit and tremendous sense of 
humor. I am going to miss him dearly. 

A longtime resident of the Bronx, Joe was a 
newsman who later served as Deputy Press 
Secretary to Mayor Edward Koch from 1979 to 
1985. For the next 11 years, he continued di-
recting public relations for city and state gov-
ernment with the Special Services for Children 
agency of the Human Resources Administra-
tion, the city Department of Transportation, 
and the Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Author-
ity. He also served as Deputy Press Secretary 
for Yonkers Mayor Terrance Zaleski for two 
years before joining my office in May of 1996, 
where he worked until his retirement in 2013. 
Later he joined Bronx Community Board 8, 
where he served until September 2017. 

Born May 26, 1938, Joe was the youngest 
of four children of Irish immigrants, Thomas 
and Margaret O’Brien (nee Coffey), and grew 
up in the Inwood section of upper Manhattan. 
He served in the Army Reserve and graduated 
from New York University in 1966. He worked 
for several newspapers in New Jersey and up-
state New York. In 1967, he joined the United 
Press International wire service in New York 
as a reporter on the Local desk, and then as 
an editor on the International and General 
desks. Joe married New York Daily News re-
porter Cass Vanzi in 1975. The couple had 
two children together whom he is survived by; 
his daughter, Casey O’Brien Schwarz and son 
Scott O’Brien. Joe is also survived by his 
three beautiful grandchildren, Kaleb and Kaia 
O’Brien, and Leopold (O’Brien) Schwarz, and 
his brother Kenneth O’Brien of Crestwood, 
NY. 

Everyone, who ever met Joe knew he was 
one of a kind. Though he was a tremendously 
talented writer and gifted communicator, it was 
his wonderful personality that really shined 
brightest. Nobody could light up the room with 
a joke or quick comment like Joe. My condo-
lences go out to the entire O’Brien family. Joe 
will be greatly missed. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
1892, HONORING HOMETOWN HE-
ROES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 6, 2018 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I will vote no 
on H. Res. 727 because of my strong objec-
tions to the Republican majority’s refusal to do 
Congress’ work on time and their rejection of 
regular order for debate on critical national pri-
orities. 

H. Res. 727 makes in order H.R. 1892. This 
bill is entitled the Honoring Hometown Heroes 
Act, but in its current form this legislation has 
nothing to do with recognizing our first re-
sponders. I voted along with 410 of my col-
leagues for the original version of H.R. 1892 
when it passed the House of Representatives 
on May 18, 2017. In fact, the version of H.R. 
1892 the House will consider under H. Res. 
727 denies our first responders the certainty 
they deserve by providing them just 43 days 
of federal funding. 
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Discord and delay is no way to run our gov-

ernment. Instead of playing political games, it 
is time that Republicans join Democrats to 
reach a bipartisan budget agreement that 
keeps our government open, protects our na-
tional security, and meets our commitments to 
hardworking families. 
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HONORING ANDREW J. NICKS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Dr. Andrew J. Nicks upon 
the occasion of being named Napa and So-
lano County Medical Society’s Physician of the 
Year. Dr. Nicks is a renowned radiologist who 
has dedicated his life to the study of medicine 
and community service. 

Dr. Andrew J. Nicks grew up in the state of 
Wisconsin where he attended the University of 
Wisconsin and received a bachelor’s degree in 
zoology. He then graduated from the Medical 
College of Wisconsin and began an internship 
at the Army Medical Center in Honolulu, Ha-
waii, where he met his wife, Nancy. There he 
began an impressive medical career in the 
military, serving as a U.S. Navy flight surgeon, 
a medical resident and later Chief of Diag-
nostic Radiology at Letterman Army Hospital 
in San Francisco, California. 

After retiring from the military, Dr. Nicks was 
Chief of Radiology at the Queen of the Valley 
Medical Center in Napa, California. He intro-
duced several technologies that increased the 
quality of care, including CT, MRI, Nuclear 
Cardiac Scans, Radiation Oncology, and other 
forms of digital imaging. He also sat on the 
Board of Trustees and chaired several com-
mittees. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Nicks has been 
repeatedly recognized for his outstanding work 
in the medical field. He was named as a Fel-
low of the American College of Radiology, an 
honor that is given to only 10 percent of radi-
ologists based on service to profession, teach-
ing and the community. He served as the 
President of the Radiology Medical Group and 
co-founded Radiation Oncology Centers 
throughout Northern California. His commit-
ment to service extends beyond hospital walls. 
He served on the Boards of Directors of the 
Napa Valley Country Club, Collabria Hospice 
and Adult Day Care, Vintage Bank and Napa 
Valley Bancorp. 

Dr. Nicks believes in the importance of dedi-
cation and diligence. His consistent application 
of these principles throughout his life, accom-
panied by his quick wit, sense of humor, loy-
alty, high level of professionalism and exem-
plary leadership has resulted in nearly 50 
years of professional excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Andrew J. Nicks is well de-
serving of the honor of Physician of the Year. 

It is therefore fitting and proper that we honor 
him here today. 
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AVIATION SAFETY IN THE CROSS- 
STRAIT BETWEEN CHINA AND 
TAIWAN 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to bring to your attention that Chi-
na’s civil aviation authority unilaterally an-
nounced on January 4, 2018 that it would acti-
vate four air routes along its southeast coast 
near the midline between Taiwan and China 
without prior consultation with the Taiwanese 
authorities. These routes, which are critically 
close to the median line of the Taiwan Strait, 
are very likely to endanger aviation safety and 
security and to interfere with flight services in 
the Taipei Flight Information Region. 

This unilateral move by China without any 
prior consultation with the Taiwanese govern-
ment is an irresponsible act that not only seri-
ously affects aviation safety but is also a viola-
tion of longstanding cross-strait status quo. 
Moreover, with this irresponsible act, the po-
tential of military crisis could emerge in the 
Taiwan Strait, becoming a major threat to the 
peace and security of the East Asia region. 

As ensuring aviation safety and maintaining 
peace and stability in the region remain the 
common concern of all relevant parties, I urge 
my colleagues and the House as a body to 
exhort China to give priority to restoring nego-
tiations with Taiwan on the flight paths as 
soon as possible. The safety, security and sta-
bility of the region are at stake and the United 
States shall not turn a blind eye against Chi-
nese coercion. 
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TRIBUTE TO RUTH ELMA 
CUMMINGS 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Mrs. Ruth Elma Cummings, mother 
of our colleague, Congressman Elijah Cum-
mings, who passed on Monday, February 5th 
in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Mrs. Cummings was born on July 7, 1926 in 
Manning, South Carolina, in the Sixth Con-
gressional District, to the late Willie Cochran 
and Gussie Johnson Cochran. She was one of 
seventeen children. 

She was educated in the public schools of 
Clarendon County, South Carolina. She and 
Robert Cummings were married on June 23, 
1945. After the birth of their first child, Robert 

Cummings, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Cummings made 
the decision to follow other family members 
and move to Baltimore in search of a better 
life for their growing family. There, they were 
blessed with six additional children, Cherethia 
‘‘Retha,’’ Elijah, James, Diane, Carnel, and 
Yvonne. 

In Baltimore, both Robert and Ruth were 
called to the ministry and led worship services, 
prayer meetings and ‘‘Second Sunday’’ family 
dinners. Their church created a food pantry, 
clothing drives, a prison ministry and a nursing 
home ministry. Robert passed away in 2000, 
and the church established the Elder Robert 
Cummings Sr. Scholarship Fund at Victory 
Prayer Chapel, which has allowed a number 
of church youth to attend and earn their col-
lege degrees, including one with a PhD. 

The personification of the life and legacy of 
Mrs. Ruth Elma Cummings is encapsulated in 
the fourth chapter of II Timothy, verses seven 
and eight, ‘‘I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the course, I have kept the faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give to me at that day . . .’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Cummings was beloved 
by her extended family, many of whom still re-
side in the Sixth Congressional District of 
South Carolina which I proudly represent in 
this august body. I ask the House to join me 
in celebrating this life well lived. 

f 

WISHING SUCCESS OF THE 2018 
PYEONGCHANG WINTER OLYMPIC 
GAMES 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2018 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, from February 9–25, 2018, the 
23rd Winter Olympic Games will be held in 
PyeongChang of the Republic of Korea. The 
motto for these Games is, ‘‘Passion. Con-
nected.’’, which is expected to be a new hori-
zon for Asian winter sports as a compact 
Olympic team. The Games will be held rough-
ly thirty miles south of the demilitarized zone, 
which separates North and South Korea. Due 
to a number of recent nuclear missile tests by 
the Kim regime, tensions on the Korean Pe-
ninsula are very high. However, the 
PyeongChang Winter Olympics could be a first 
step towards a solution to relax these ten-
sions. It is encouraging that delegations from 
the two Koreas will march together under a 
single flag and athletes will compete as a sin-
gle team in some events at the Winter Games. 
I hope this step forward will result in positive 
momentum toward achieving peace and pros-
perity on the peninsula. I wish the Republic of 
Korea all the best in hosting the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympic Games. 
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