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RECOGNIZING JAMES KISER AS 
2018 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mr. James Kiser of Darien, Illinois 
on being named the City of Darien’s Citizen of 
the Year for 2018. After decades of service to 
his community, Jim is well-deserving of this 
recognition. Now Mr. Speaker, you might won-
der ‘‘what did he do’’? 

Since joining the Darien Lions Club in 1997, 
Jim has taken the organization’s motto, ‘‘We 
Serve,’’ to heart and is known around town as 
‘‘Mr. Lion.’’ He served as the Club’s President 
from 2013 to 2014 and has held all 12 posi-
tions on the Board of Directors. In this capac-
ity, he coordinated a 4th of July Parade, a 
Halloween party for children and a charity golf 
outing that benefitted the community. 

It is clear that the Darien Lions Club is im-
portant to Jim, but his service is not limited to 
the group’s work. Annually, he assists the 
Darien Chamber of Commerce in planning and 
setting up Darienfest. In 2005 and 2008, he 
coordinated the Darienfest Corn Tent, and in 
2009, it was the Darienfest Beer Tent. Re-
gardless of the role assigned to him, he finds 
a way to make his impact felt. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. James Kiser on being named the 
City of Darien’s Citizen of the Year for 2018. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLES 
MCGAHA 

HON. DOUG LaMALFA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, Charles ‘‘Char-
lie’’ McGaha was born on June 22, 1927 in 
Sevier County, Tennessee. The youngest of 
nine children, the McGaha family headed out 
west when Charlie was four. The family trav-
eled through Oklahoma before finally settling 
in Chowchilla, California where he attended 
local schools. After High school, he began 
working at Danish Creamery in Chowchilla. He 
joined the Navy in 1945 and served our coun-
try for two years. After his honorable dis-
charge in 1947, he returned to work at Danish 
Creamery where they held his job while he 
served in the Navy. 

In September 1951, he married the love of 
his life, Mary Zandona. They had two daugh-
ters, Lori and Lisa. Charlie loved to hunt, fish, 
and ride motorcycles. He prided himself that at 
the age of 45, he could go dirt bike riding and 
keep up with the teenagers. He retired from 
Danish Creamery in 1983 after working for 38 
years as a foreman at both the Chowchilla 
and Fresno plants. Upon retiring, he learned 
to play golf. He enjoyed the courses at Fresno 

West, Madera Municipal, and Pheasant Run in 
Chowchilla. On October 11, 1999 he got a 
Hole in One at Pheasant Run Golf Course. 
Charlie and Mary also enjoyed traveling to-
gether. They visited many National Parks and 
always loved going to Pismo Beach. 

Charles is survived by his wife Mary 
McGaha, his sister Reba Rodriguez of Con-
cord, two daughters, Lori Dill (Russell), of 
Washington, Lisa Zurilgen (Walt), of 
Chowchilla, four granddaughters and 13 great 
grandchildren. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
COURT REPORTING AND CAP-
TIONING WEEK 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of National Court Reporting and Cap-
tioning Week and in appreciation of court re-
porters across the country. Our court reporters 
play a critical role in our communities—they 
hold the vital responsibility to record history, 
assist those who are deaf or hard of hearing, 
and preserve judicial proceedings. I witnessed 
the dedication and professionalism of court re-
porters through my time as a special pros-
ecutor, but more importantly I have seen the 
tremendous devotion of court reporters 
through my wife, Tawni, who has been a court 
reporter in western Wisconsin for over 25 
years. Additionally, I want to recognize the 
outstanding work done by the Official House 
reporters, who transcribe proceedings ver-
batim in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and pro-
vide needed support for congressional com-
mittees. 

The National Court Reporters Association 
and its members have also been instrumental 
for the success of the Veterans History 
Project, which was created by legislation I au-
thored. This project is the largest oral history 
collection in United States history, having col-
lected over 100,000 stories from our nation’s 
veterans that are permanently stored at the Li-
brary of Congress and available to the public. 

Shortly after the Veterans History Project 
was launched, court reporters across the 
country partnered with the Library of Congress 
to preserve the narratives of our nation’s vet-
erans by assisting in transcribing veterans’ 
stories. To date, over 4,000 oral history tran-
scripts have been submitted by court reporters 
to the Library of Congress. Not only have 
court reporters worked diligently with the Li-
brary of Congress to transcribe stories that 
had already been submitted, but many have 
personally interviewed veterans within their 
own communities. Without this admirable dedi-
cation from court reporters throughout the 
country, we would not be able to preserve 
many of these veterans’ stories or record the 
sacrifices they made for our nation. 

The National Court Reporters Foundation 
also launched a program called ‘‘The Hard of 

Hearing Heroes Project,’’ where veterans with 
hearing loss can be interviewed for the Vet-
erans History Project through the use of real 
time captioning. This is a vital service because 
hearing loss is among the most common serv-
ice-connected injury and an estimated 60 per-
cent of veterans from the post 9/11 era who 
have returned from Iraq and Afghanistan suf-
fer some form of hearing loss. The ‘‘Hard of 
Hearing Heroes Project’’ will help ensure 
every veteran has a chance to share his or 
her story. 

As we celebrate National Court Reporting 
and Captioning Week, I want to thank the Na-
tional Court Reporters Association and its 
many members throughout the country for 
their contributions to preserving history and for 
supporting those who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. I also particularly want to thank court 
reporters for their commitment to the Veterans 
History Project and to preserving veterans’ 
stories for generations to come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE UNVEILING OF 
THE TUSKEGEE ARMY AIR FIELD 
HANGAR HISTORICAL MARKER 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the unveiling of the Tuskegee Army Air 
Field Hangar Historical Marker. 

In 1941, the Tuskegee Army Air program 
was established to train approximately 1,000 
of the first African-American pilots in U.S. mili-
tary history during World War II. Along with 
over 13,000 support personnel, this group be-
came known as the Tuskegee Airmen. The 
most well known of the Tuskegee Airmen 
were the members of the 332nd Fighter Group 
and its four fighter squadrons. The Tuskegee 
Airmen’s 332nd Fighter Group and 99th fighter 
squadron flew approximately 1500 combat 
missions, scoring 112 aerial victories, earning 
96 Distinguished Flying Crosses and three 
Distinguished Unit citations. 

The Tuskegee Army Air Field closed in 
1947 and the facility’s three hangars were re-
located to municipal airports in Montgomery, 
Clanton, and Troy. However, the Tuskegee 
Army Air Field Hangar structure remains large-
ly unchanged from the days of the Tuskegee 
Airmen. 

On August 11, 2017 the Tuskegee Army Air 
Field Hangar was added to the Alabama Reg-
ister of Landmarks and Heritage. This Register 
includes historic, architectural, and archae-
ological landmarks that are deemed worthy of 
both recognition and preservation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to join many 
others in recognizing the Tuskegee Army Air 
Field Hangar for its historical significance to 
the State of Alabama and to our Nation. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. ERNEST 

‘‘BOBO’’ CLOUD, JR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to a dedicated mortician and 
compassionate public servant, the Honorable 
Ernest ‘‘Bobo’’ Cloud, Jr., who will celebrate 
33 years of distinguished service to the City of 
Cairo, Georgia. His celebration will take place 
on Saturday, February 17, 2018 at Mount Cal-
vary Missionary Baptist Church in Cairo. 

Ernest Cloud, Jr. was born on May 4, 1948, 
to the union of the late Ernest Cloud, Sr. and 
Sarah Brown-Cloud. He graduated from 
Washington Consolidated High School in 
1966, and went on to attend and graduate 
from Gupton-Jones School of Mortuary 
Science in Atlanta, Georgia in 1971. After 
graduation, he received a greater calling upon 
his life and enlisted in the United States Army. 
But, this was not the only calling that he would 
receive in his lifetime. Ernest continued to pur-
sue his interest in mortuary science by serving 
in the funeral service business alongside his 
father. 

Mr. Cloud’s distinguished civil service has 
been mirrored by his extensive involvement in 
his community. In conjunction with his profes-
sional accomplishments, Mr. Cloud served on 
several boards, including the boards of the 
Georgia Funeral Service Practitioners Associa-
tion, Inc. (where he served as the Budget and 
Convention Chairmen and the Past President), 
the Cairo Civics Club (where he served as the 
County Chairman), the Cairo High School 
Booster Club (where he served as President), 
Epsilon Nu Delta Mortuary Fraternity, Inc. 
(where he served as the Vice President for 
GA, FL, and AL), and the Fourth District Fu-
neral Service of Georgia Practitioners Associa-
tion, Inc. (where he served as the Assistant 
Secretary). He also belonged to a number of 
prestigious organizations, such as the Grady 
County Branch of the NAACP, the Georgia 
State Board of Funeral Services, the Suwanee 
River Area Council Boy Scouts of America, 
and several others. 

A trailblazer of firsts, Ernest was the first Af-
rican-American Emergency Medical Techni-
cian (EMT) in Grady County, and in 1985, he 
became the first African-American to serve on 
the Cairo City Council. He has held this pres-
tigious seat for the past 33 years. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get, you make 
your life by what you give.’’ We are so grateful 
that Mr. Cloud has given his time and service 
to the City of Cairo. A man of great integrity, 
his efforts, his dedication, and his expertise 
are unparalleled. The light in Cairo, Georgia 
shines a little brighter because of Ernest 
Cloud, Jr. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in thanking Mr. Ernest 
‘‘Bobo’’ Cloud, Jr. for 33 outstanding years of 
service to the City of Cairo, Georgia, our state, 
and our nation. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY ALLIANCE 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the hard-working men 
and women of the David A. Stein Jewish 
Community Alliance on the celebration of their 
30th Anniversary of enriching the lives of 
those with a variety of needs. JCA is a pillar 
in our Jacksonville community. The Jewish 
Community Alliance (JCA) is a non-profit com-
munity center affiliated with the Jacksonville 
Jewish Federation, the United Way of North-
east Florida and the Jewish Community Cen-
ters of North America. Its focus is to enhance 
the quality of life for families and individuals of 
all ages, religions, races, financial means, and 
physical and mental abilities. 

To this end, JCA has impacted tens of thou-
sands of citizens in our community. Situated 
on the Ed Parker Jewish Community Campus, 
JCA welcomes preschool-age children to get a 
good start in life and embraces teens and 
adults to join classes on health, heritage and 
other diverse subjects. At the JCA, there is a 
spirit of intergenerational sharing of values 
and ideas. The after-school and school-closed 
day programs give peace of mind to working 
parents, both married and single. Seniors and 
adults with special needs are offered opportu-
nities to reach their potential with dignity and 
tradition. 

The JCA facility offers swimming, theatre 
and camp programs, fitness and exercise 
classes, sports teams, and art and academic 
classes to all members and welcomes all for 
membership. JCA offers an array of creative 
and innovative classes, programs and events 
sure to inspire and benefit participants. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and Members of the 
House to join me in acknowledging the 30th 
Anniversary of the JCA and its commitment to 
the community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call votes 70 and 71 on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2018. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Yea on Roll Call votes 70 and 71. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE KNIGHTS 
OF LITHUANIA COUNCIL 143 AND 
THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
LITHUANIA INDEPENDENCE 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Knights of Lithuania Coun-
cil 143 as they celebrate the 100th Anniver-
sary of Lithuania’s independence. The Knights 

of Lithuania is an organization of Roman 
Catholic men and women of Lithuanian ances-
try located in Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

Organized on April 27, 1913, the Knights of 
Lithuania was originally established as a youth 
organization. Its mission was to unite young 
Lithuanians living in the United States, pre-
serve Lithuanian culture, and restore freedom 
to Lithuania, which, at the time, was divided 
between Russia and Germany. 

In more recent times, it has become a fam-
ily organization. St. Casimir, patron saint of 
Lithuania’s youth, is honored as the organiza-
tion’s patron. ‘‘For God and Country,’’ is the 
motto of Knights of Lithuania, and its members 
keep an appreciation of the Lithuanian lan-
guage and culture alive, while also stressing 
the importance of Roman Catholic beliefs. 

It is an honor to recognize the Knights of 
Lithuania as they celebrate 100 years of Lith-
uanian independence. I am grateful for their 
work preserving Lithuanian traditions for the 
citizens of the Greater Pittston. I wish their 
membership all the best as they continue their 
important mission. 

f 

HONORING COUNCILMAN JIM 
BAYMAN 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Whitley County Councilman 
Jim Bayman. For 36 years, Councilman 
Bayman has represented all or parts of Wash-
ington, Cleveland, Jefferson and Columbia 
Townships. I had the honor of serving with 
Councilman Bayman in 2009 and 2010, and I 
saw firsthand the positive influence he has 
had on the people of his district and our Coun-
ty. Councilman Bayman is hard-working, hon-
est and a caring public servant. I wish him the 
best as he begins the next chapter of his life. 
Whitley County will miss his leadership and 
commitment to public service. 

f 

HONORING LINDA RUFFING 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Linda Ruffing, who is retiring 
from her position as the City Manager of Fort 
Bragg on February 14, 2018. 

Born in Pennsylvania, Linda Ruffing came to 
California to attend college at the University of 
California, Santa Cruz. She received a Mas-
ter’s Degree from the University of California, 
Berkeley, before moving to Fort Bragg in 1992 
to work for Mendocino County as a coastal 
planner. 

Linda began her career at the City of Fort 
Bragg in 1999 as the director of community 
development and became City Manager in 
2006. In addition to her exceptional character, 
judgment, ethics and values, Linda has pro-
vided critical leadership on many initiatives for 
the city, including the acquisition of 95 acres 
of parkland and a site for the Noyo Science 
Center on the former mill site, which includes 
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over 2 miles of coastal trail. Under her leader-
ship, a ban was instituted on foam containers 
and plastic bags in the city. She also led Fort 
Bragg to become the first city to allow food 
waste in yard waste recycling, and in becom-
ing the first Bee City in California. 

As the city manager, Linda has worked with 
12 different councilmembers and three dif-
ferent mayors, and gracefully navigated a 
spectrum of politics, challenges, and crises. 
She has been responsible for implementing 78 
ordinances and managing $33 million in cap-
ital improvement projects. Linda leaves the 
city with a stable and successful management 
team and a staff dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for the residents of Fort Bragg. 

In her spare time, Linda serves the public 
as a Rotarian, an active mentor for the Inter-
act Afterschool Program, and she volunteers 
for many teen leadership events. She is also 
the mother of two children, Eli and Jasper 
Henderson. 

Linda Ruffing has been a dedicated and ef-
fective public servant for 26 years, and I hope 
you will join me in recognizing her many ac-
complishments and sending her best wishes 
on her retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, on the legislative 
day of Tuesday, February 13, 2018, I was un-
avoidably detained and was unable to cast a 
vote on two Roll Call Votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: 

on Roll Call No. 70—YES; and Roll Call No. 
71—YES. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF BROOK-
LYN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce. On February 
10, 2018, the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated a century of strengthening local 
businesses and making invaluable contribu-
tions to the local economy. 

Established in 1918, the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce has assisted businesses 
through innovative programs that have helped 
grow and promote Brooklyn’s economic land-
scape. In 1922, the organization expanded 
their outreach by hosting the Manufacturers 
Industrial Show, highlighting over 200 Brook-
lyn manufacturers and opened its membership 
to women. Just five years later, the chamber 
of commerce had become the second largest 
in the United States. 

In the 1980’s the United States Small Busi-
ness Administration formally recognized the 
Brooklyn Chamber and their commitment to 
protecting and promoting the commercial and 
industrial components of the city and their out-
reach efforts, technical assistance and refer-
rals on behalf of minority and women-owned 
businesses. 

Under the leadership of Andrew Hoan, 
President and CEO of the Chamber has expe-
rienced considerable growth, exceeding over 
2,000 members and launching several exciting 
initiatives across the borough. As an example, 
Explore BK, Brooklyn Made have allowed tour-
ists and Brooklynites alike to connect with 
local businesses and provided businesses with 
a national platform. The continued success of 
the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce would 
not be possible without the support and dedi-
cation of its faithful partners and members. 

Mr. Speaker, in honor of the history and leg-
acy of this trailblazing organization and the 
many committed people who make it a suc-
cess, I ask that you and my other distin-
guished colleagues join me in congratulating 
the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce on its 
100th anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FATHER MARTIN 
ELSNER, SJ 

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Father Martin Elsner, SJ, 
who passed away on February 4, 2018. Fa-
ther Elsner hailed from my hometown of San 
Antonio, and we will miss him deeply. 

Father Elsner was born in St. Louis on Sep-
tember 1, 1931. He attended Jesuit High in 
Dallas and Price High in Amarillo and later 
continued his studies at St. Charles College. 
Father Elsner went on to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree in English at Spring Hill College in Mo-
bile, Alabama; a master’s degree in Education; 
and studied theology at St. Mary’s College in 
St. Marys, Kansas. 

Prior to his ministry in San Antonio, Father 
Elsner began his priestly ministry in Shreve-
port, Louisiana, where he served as an assist-
ant principal at Jesuit High School from 1964 
to 1968. After, Father Elsner was appointed 
Rector-President at Jesuit High School in El 
Paso, Texas, where eventually he also served 
as both President and Principal. After three 
years in school administration in El Paso, he 
was Pastor for eight years at St. Joseph 
Church in Houston, Texas and was also a reli-
gious leader at the Metropolitan Organization 
in Houston. 

Continuing his ministry in Texas, Father 
Elsner became a Pastor at Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Parish in San Antonio where he re-
mained until just last year—serving twice as a 
Pastor and many years as an associate. Fa-
ther Elsner was also active in the Commu-
nities Organized for Public Service (COPS) 
and was also spiritual director at Assumption 
Seminary in San Antonio from 2011 to 2017. 

Father Elsner was a true pillar in San Anto-
nio and to the state of Texas—always giving 
back to the community and making our state 
shine it’s brightest. Father Elsner was very ac-
tive in the Texas Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty, as well as the Southside Con-
sortium for Catholic Schools and Westside 
Catholic Schools. He also frequently served as 
a celebrant for the televised Mass on Catholic 
Television of San Antonio. 

Throughout his lifetime, he received awards 
of Outstanding Leader recognition from the 
archdiocesan Department of Catholic Schools 

in 1997, and the Benetia Humanitarian Award 
from the Missionary Catechists of Divine Prov-
idence in 2013. These awards don’t even fully 
explain what Father Elsner accomplished in 
his lifetime. 

Father Elsner was a kind and humble man, 
dedicated to bettering the lives of the people 
in San Antonio and everywhere else he spent 
time. His footprint is everlasting, and his lead-
ership as an educator and religious figure to 
many will be greatly missed. 

f 

WELCOME SLOANE DACHISEN 
BRAVO 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am happy to congratulate Summer 
Buchanan Bravo and her husband, Matthew 
Edward Bravo, on the birth of their new baby 
girl, Sloane Dachisen Bravo. Sloane Dachisen 
Bravo was born on February 3, 2018, at Sib-
ley Memorial Hospital in Washington, D.C. 
Sloane weighed seven pounds and eight 
ounces and measured 19 and 3⁄4 inches long. 

I would also like to congratulate Sloane’s 
grandparents, Steve and Barbara Buchanan of 
Birmingham, Alabama, and Charles and Linda 
Bravo of Fairfax, Virginia. Congratulations to 
the entire family as they welcome their newest 
addition of pure pride and joy. 

f 

THOMAS REYNOLDS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a friend of mine, Thomas Reynolds, 
who passed away recently at the age of 68 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Tom was born in Muncie, Indiana on No-
vember 6, 1949. He worked for Delta Faucet 
in Greensburg with my Mom, for a total of 42 
years until he retired in 2013, and was married 
to Amy Kay Fisher on April 15, 2000, who pre-
ceded him in death on November 26, 2015. 
Tom was a member of the YMCA for many 
years, and was an avid high school basketball 
fan that attended numerous boy’s and girl’s 
games over the years, who loved to watch his 
grandsons play baseball. Throughout his life 
Tom had a profound impact on countless Hoo-
siers. 

On a personal note, Thomas Reynolds had 
a giant personality and was someone whose 
support and guidance I could always count on. 
He was supportive, as a baseball coach, early 
on in my life and I’m greatly appreciative of his 
friendship and leadership. 

He will be mourned most by those who 
knew him best, and he will be missed by all. 
Tom is survived by three sons: Craig (Mandy) 
Reynolds; Cris (Angie) Reynolds; Bobby 
(Heather) Reynolds; brother, Steven Loyd; sis-
ter, Rita Reynolds; and six grandchildren, 
Cade, Sydney, Corey, Trevor, A.J., and Cole 
Reynolds. 
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PITTSBURGH SUPERCOMPUTING 

CENTER RETIREMENTS 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to note a major mile-
stone in the life of the Pittsburgh Supercom-
puting Center, a federally supported research 
facility in southwestern Pennsylvania. Three 
people responsible for founding and building 
the Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center are re-
tiring after many years of stellar leadership 
there. 

The Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center, an 
institution established and managed by Car-
negie Mellon University and the University of 
Pittsburgh, provides both public and private- 
sector researchers nationwide with access to 
high-performance computers for unclassified 
research. The Pittsburgh Supercomputing 
Center is also a leading partner in the Ex-
treme Science and Engineering Discovery En-
vironment, the National Science Foundation’s 
cyber-infrastructure program. 

The Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center was 
founded in 1986 by two physicists, Michael 
Levine from Carnegie Mellon University and 
Ralph Roskies from the University of Pitts-
burgh, along with Jim Kasdorf, the Manager of 
Engineering Computer Services at Westing-
house. They believed that the Pittsburgh re-
gion needed a national high-performance com-
puting center run by and for researchers. 

Working with leading-edge suppliers, co-di-
rectors Levine and Roskies attracted and fos-
tered a team that has designed and built high-
ly advanced and productive high-performance 
computing systems. Back in 1986, Jim 
Kasdorf was the Manager for Engineering 
Computer Services at Westinghouse, where 
he was responsible for everything—planning, 
computer acquisition, systems programming, 
day-to-day operations, and user support. De-
spite those demands, he also took on spear-
heading Westinghouse’s support for the new 
facility. Jim eventually joined the Pittsburgh 
Supercomputing Center as Director of Special 
Projects, where he assisted with ongoing fund-
ing opportunities and technology develop-
ments. 

The Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center rap-
idly earned a reputation for acquiring, install-
ing, and deploying systems that were ‘‘serial 
number 1’’ or ‘‘serial number 2’’ and/or the first 
to ship to a customer, making it a highly pro-
ductive research leader. As a result, each new 
system enabled a new generation of research 
to be conducted: 

In 1987, Levine and Roskies established a 
biomedical group that created a unique re-
source for exploring the subcellular structure 
of the nervous system and also developed 
unique capabilities in the growing field of 
bioinformatics and spawned formal graduate 
and undergraduate programs across the coun-
try. 

In the 1990s, Roskies personally made ar-
rangements for time to be set aside on the 
center’s Cray C90 for tornado prediction ef-
forts that led to today’s tornado predictions— 
the first time a supercomputing center had 
dedicated time to a single application for such 
societally important, time-sensitive work. 

In 2001, the Pittsburgh Supercomputing 
Center’s Terascale Computing System ranked 

number 2 on the Top 500 list of the world’s 
most powerful computing systems. 

In 2010, the Pittsburgh Supercomputing 
Center formed an internationally respected 
Public Health Applications Group. 

Today, the Pittsburgh Supercomputing Cen-
ter’s systems have increasingly focused on 
Big Data analytics, empowering a new genera-
tion of research in artificial intelligence, the life 
sciences, the social sciences, and the digital 
humanities. 

The retirement of these three pioneers from 
their leadership posts at the Pittsburgh Super-
computing Center offers an occasion for re-
flecting on their role in furthering the science 
of high-performance computing, expanding 
STEM and economic opportunities in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and contrib-
uting to the region’s expanding role as a hot- 
spot for computing innovation. 

The Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center’s 
work has had a profound impact on the West-
ern Pennsylvania region and the Common-
wealth as a whole. The Pittsburgh Supercom-
puting Center has established a tradition of 
using the latest information technologies for 
the advancement of research, education and 
corporate competitiveness in the region and 
the state. The Pittsburgh Supercomputing 
Center’s culture of encouraging innovation and 
entrepreneurial activity enabled the creation of 
the Three Rivers Optical Exchange, which 
today provides high-bandwidth research net-
working and/or low-cost commodity Internet to 
a growing list of institutions in the region and 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including 
universities, research facilities and high 
schools. 

To help build the region’s STEM workforce, 
the Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center offers 
educational programs for students and teach-
ers at the K–20 level. Open education re-
source materials (available on the Pittsburgh 
Supercomputing Center website at 
www.psc.edu) are offered online as well as by 
many of these programs. The Bioinformatics 
Education for program STudents exposes 
teachers to modem molecular biology con-
cepts by incorporating computational biology 
and bioinformatics into high school curricula. 
The Bioinformatics Education for program 
STudents curriculum has been adopted at 15 
regional high schools. 

In economic impact, the Pittsburgh Super-
computing Center has brought over $500 mil-
lion in outside funds into Pennsylvania, em-
powering high-performance computing-driven 
research findings at Carnegie Mellon and Pitt, 
as well as many of the region’s other univer-
sities. The Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center 
has been responsible for generating 1,600 
jobs and over $200 million in annual economic 
activity. The Pittsburgh Supercomputing Cen-
ter’s impact also includes helping to meet the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s need for a 
growing STEM workforce. 

In addition to supporting the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, the Pittsburgh Supercom-
puting Center has put the state ‘‘on the map’’ 
in the high-performance computing commu-
nity. The Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center 
has innovated high-performance computing 
software and architecture that has helped 
drive research around the world. The Pitts-
burgh Supercomputing Center’s work in net-
working has helped provide the critical con-
nections that enable researchers to make pro-
ductive use of powerful resources that their in-

dividual institutions would never be able to af-
ford. Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center soft-
ware researchers have created a family of 
open-source tools that are helping to power 
Big Data analytics on a similar scale. Its bio-
medical and Public Health groups are fueling 
the fine-scale exploration of brain structure 
and revolutionizing public health efforts by op-
timizing medical supply delivery and revealing 
how offering people more options can encour-
age vaccination. And its championing of the 
creation of supercomputers tailored to new 
communities of researchers with Big Data 
needs—typified by the new Bridges system, 
which has set new standards for accessibility 
to researchers without supercomputing experi-
ence—have supercharged research efforts in 
fields that never before used high-performance 
computing. 

This innovative approach to high-perform-
ance computing has touched scientists, engi-
neers, and humanities researchers across the 
country and the world. In collaborations such 
as the Extreme Science and Engineering Dis-
covery Environment, the National Science 
Foundation’s network of supercomputing cen-
ters, the Pittsburgh Supercomputing Center 
has played a leading role, providing computa-
tional, storage, and human resources that con-
tinue to power research projects coast to 
coast. The result has been a host of tremen-
dous scientific advances made possible by its 
high-performance computing systems. 

In the educational sphere, the Pittsburgh 
Supercomputing Center’s NIH-funded Minority 
Access to Research Careers bioinformatics 
program helped 12 minority-serving institutions 
across the country institute classes or full cur-
riculums in bioinformatics, preparing their stu-
dents for 21st-century life sciences careers; 
the Minority Access to Research Careers pro-
gram’s summer institute offered summer re-
cess projects to undergraduate and graduate 
students at these institutions as well. 

Levine and Roskies created an environment 
for innovation at each stage: assembling the 
team that won the first National Science Foun-
dation award; hiring key people with unique 
skills; and then empowering them to make in-
novative contributions. Their 31 years of serv-
ice in leading the Pittsburgh Supercomputing 
Center fostered a community of scientific and 
computing researchers that enable scientific 
discovery by re-thinking the architecture and 
software of the systems they make available. 

I want to commend Dr. Levine, Dr. Roskies, 
and Mr. Kasdorf for their more than 30 years 
of important contributions to science and the 
economy of Southwestern Pennsylvania. I 
want to congratulate them on a well-earned 
retirement and wish them the best in the years 
ahead. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MINISTER OLLIE W. 
TARVER 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my sincerest congratulations 
and Happy Birthday wishes to a dedicated 
woman of God, community servant, and friend 
of longstanding, Minister Ollie W. Tarver, who 
is celebrating her 82nd birthday on Saturday, 
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February 17, 2018. On this day, there will be 
a celebration at Dawson Elementary School 
located at 180 Northstar Drive in Columbus, 
Georgia. 

Minister Ollie Woods Tarver was born on 
February 17, 1936 in Hatchechubee, Alabama 
to the union of the late Mr. William Woods and 
Minister Mattie Mae Woods. A product of the 
Russell County School System, she graduated 
from Russell County Training School, and 
went on to earn a Bachelor’s of Science de-
gree from Albany State University and a Mas-
ter’s of Science degree from Fort Valley State 
University in Elementary Education. Through-
out her career, she taught in the Muscogee 
County School System for 31 years. 

Minister Tarver is not only a profound edu-
cator but also a strong spiritual leader. 
Throughout her pastoral career, she has 
played a leading role in several religious-affili-
ated and community-based organizations. In 
addition to serving as pastor of Ollie Tarver 
Ministries, she has also served as Chaplain 
for several institutions and entities including: 
Christian Life School of Theology; Beacon 
University; Columbus Chamber of Commerce; 
Columbus City Council; and Fountain City 
Care and Rehabilitation. 

George Washington Carver once said, ‘‘How 
far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the 
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong because someday 
in your life you will have been all of these.’’ 
Minister Tarver has gone far in life because 
her everlasting faith in the Lord is vivid testi-
mony of His greatness to all whom she en-
counters. Her love and commitment to Christ 
is reflected in her compassionate leadership, 
which makes her a guiding light within the 
community. 

Minister Tarver has accomplished many 
things in her life but none of these would have 
been possible without the grace of God and 
her loving husband, Otis; their son, Earl; six 
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 
On a personal note, my wife Vivian and I have 
truly been blessed by Minister Tarver’s sage 
counsel, encouragement, and enduring friend-
ship over the many years that we have known 
her. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 730,000 constituents of the 
Second Congressional District of Georgia ask 
my colleagues in the House to join us in com-
mending and recognizing Minister Ollie W. 
Tarver for her selfless service to God, the 
church, and to humankind. We extend our 
best wishes to her as she and her family and 
friends celebrate her 82nd birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. HOLLY ADAMS 
FOR HER INTERNSHIP WITH THE 
UNI-CAPITOL WASHINGTON IN-
TERNSHIP PROGRAMME 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Holly Adams. Holly has been 
an intern in my Washington, D.C. Congres-
sional office since the beginning of January, 
through the Uni-Capitol Washington Internship 
Programme (UCWIP). 

For the past 19 years, the program has 
paired students from nearly a dozen partner 
universities in Australia with offices on Capitol 
Hill, giving hundreds of students the oppor-
tunity to work in the halls of Congress. I have 
been honored to host a number of extremely 
talented interns through the UCWIP. Holly is, 
of course, no exception. 

Holly is currently enrolled at Deakin Univer-
sity in Geelong, Victoria, where she is pur-
suing a Bachelor of Laws Degree and a Bach-
elor of International Studies Degree: As a stu-
dent of International studies, she has already 
travelled extensively, participating in inter-
national politics study tours in Boston, Phila-
delphia, Washington, New York, as well as 
Tokyo. 

Holly has proven herself to be a very hard-
working and dedicated individual. Throughout 
her internship, she has interacted extensively 
with my constituents, by drafting correspond-
ence, helping to address questions, com-
ments, and concerns for those contacting or 
visiting my office. She has also attended a 
number of hearings and briefings on a wide 
range of topics facing our nation and world. ’ 

Indeed, Holly proved herself to be so capa-
ble, she prepared a FY2019 Programmatic 
Request letter for circulation throughout the 
U.S. House of Representatives on rail safety. 
It is no wonder that she was chosen by her 
classmates to give the ‘‘valedictory’’ speech at 
her program’s closing reception. 

Last year, Holly was accepted to study inter-
national human rights at Kings College, Lon-
don. I have no doubt that she will do great as 
she continues her studies. I am proud to con-
gratulate Holly on all of her achievements, and 
to thank her for everything that she has done 
for my office, my district, state, and our coun-
try. She has a very bright and exciting future 
ahead of her, and I wish her the very best. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JENNIFER 
FRIZZELL FOR HER 15 YEARS OF 
SERVICE AT PLANNED PARENT-
HOOD OF NORTHERN NEW ENG-
LAND 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to offer my sincere grati-
tude for Jennifer Frizzell as she moves on 
after fifteen years from her role leading public 
policy work for Planned Parenthood of North-
ern New England. 

Throughout Jennifer’s long career as an ad-
vocate for reproductive rights and improved 
access to family planning resources, she has 
helped support women across New Hampshire 
in obtaining well-deserved quality healthcare. 
Whether it’s been advocacy to protect buffer 
zones outside of clinics or fighting against a 
lawsuit to prevent the opening of a Planned 
Parenthood in downtown Manchester, Jennifer 
has made invaluable contributions to our state 
and the country. Her commitment and com-
passion have improved the lives of countless 
women in need, and she has cultivated a bet-
ter future for Granite State women and fami-
lies. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 

benefitted from Jennifer’s work, I thank her for 
her incredible service and congratulate her on 
all that she has accomplished. I wish her the 
best of luck in the years ahead, and I look for-
ward to our continued work together to make 
New Hampshire an even better place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unable to cast my vote for Roll Call vote 
70 on February 13, 2018. Had I been present, 
my vote would have been the following: Yea 
on Roll Call Vote 70. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I will miss 
votes scheduled for Wednesday, February 14 
and Thursday, February 15, 2018 due to the 
planned funeral of my oldest brother George 
LoBiondo in Rosenhayn, New Jersey. 

f 

HONORING RONALD E. JACKSON 
FOR OVER 50 YEARS SERVING IN 
THE ESSEX FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ronald E. Jackson for over 50 
years of service in the Essex Fire Department. 

Ron joined the Essex Fire Department in 
1964, where he held the roles of Fire Lieuten-
ant, EMS Captain, Fire District Commissioner, 
Assistant Fire Chief, and Fire Chief. He re-
mains active in the Department to this day, re-
sponding to fire and EMS calls as a volunteer 
member of Department. 

For Ron, fire fighting runs in the family. He 
followed his father Gerald’s lead in becoming 
a firefighter, and was glad to pass on the torch 
to his son, Craig, and his grandsons, Warren 
and Benjamin, who all currently serve. 

Ron is truly dedicated to his community. 
When tragedy struck New York on September 
11, 2001, Ron bravely served as a responder 
at Ground Zero in the days following the at-
tack. A true public servant, Ron now serves as 
Essex Town Supervisor and formerly chaired 
the Essex County Republicans. 

I would like to thank Ron for his many years 
of public service to the people of New York, 
especially to the town of Essex. His commit-
ment to serving others sets a wonderful exam-
ple for the residents of New York’s 21st Dis-
trict. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE AMER-

ICAN SOCIETY OF HEATING, RE-
FRIGERATING, AND AIR-CONDI-
TIONING ENGINEERS AND NA-
TIONAL ENGINEERS WEEK 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Anthracite Chapter of the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) as 
it celebrates National Engineers Week. The 
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers was originally 
formed in 1894 as American Society of Heat-
ing and Ventilating Engineers. With its inter-
national membership of over 56,000, ASHRAE 
works to make sustainable advancements in 
technology for heating, ventilation, air condi-
tioning, and refrigeration. 

Since 1951, National Engineers Week has 
celebrated the countless contributions engi-
neers have made to our country. National En-
gineers Week is formally recognized by a coa-
lition of more than 70 engineering, education, 
and cultural societies, with over fifty corpora-
tions and government agencies dedicated to 
raising public awareness on the effect engi-
neering has on daily life. National Engineers 
Week honors also the parents, teachers, and 
mentors who instill the importance of math, 
science, and technological literacy in students 
and motivate them to pursue careers in engi-
neering. 

Many of the major challenges of our time 
have been resolved by modern engineering. 
From designing efficient building systems to 
rebuilding towns devastated by natural disas-
ters, the efforts of engineers contribute to our 
nation’s well-being and quality of life. It is a 
great privilege to recognize these honorable 
men and women, who are committed to using 
their scientific skills and specialized knowledge 
to create and innovative ways to fulfill soci-
ety’S needs. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SAVING 
AMERICA’S POLLINATORS ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, our na-
tion’s food system is in a crisis right now, and 
it goes beyond the state of the farm economy. 
Between 2016 and 2017, it’s estimated that 
the United States lost one-third of its honey 
bee colonies. Over the past decade, docu-
mented incidents of honey bee colony col-
lapse disorder and other forms of excess bee 
mortality have been at a record high. Some 
beekeepers reported repeatedly losing 100 
percent of their operations. While this may not 
sound like a crisis to some, these insects play 
a critical role in pollinating a number of our na-
tion’s crops. 

Honey bees and native bees jointly provide 
U.S. agriculture an estimated $18 to $27 bil-
lion in pollination service annually. One of 
every three bites of food we eat is from a crop 
pollinated by bees. This dramatic decline 

threatens these crops, and thousands of sci-
entific studies have implicated neonicotinoid 
pesticides, or neonics, as key contributors to 
this trend. 

That’s why today I am proud to reintroduce 
the Saving America’s Pollinators Act. This bill 
would protect the health of honey bees and 
other critical pollinators and suspend the use 
of bee-toxic neonics. It also requires the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) to com-
plete a thorough assessment and ensure that 
any use of these insecticides does not cause 
unreasonable and adverse effects on polli-
nators. 

The health of our food system depends on 
the health of our pollinators, and the EPA has 
a responsibility to get to the bottom of this 
issue. I urge my colleagues to join me and 
pass this legislation so that we can save our 
pollinators. The future of our food depends on 
it. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CIVIL WAR 
DEFENSES OF WASHINGTON NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce a bill to recognize and preserve the Civil 
War Defenses of Washington located in the 
District of Columbia, Virginia, and Maryland. 
The defenses of Washington, including forts, 
unarmed batteries and rifle trenches, created 
a ring of protection for the nation’s capital dur-
ing the Civil War. This bill would redesignate 
the 22 Civil War Defenses of Washington cur-
rently under National Park Service jurisdiction 
as a national historical park, and allow other 
sites associated with the Civil War Defenses 
of Washington that are owned by the District 
of Columbia or a unit of state governments to 
be affiliated with the national historic park 
through cooperative agreements. This bill 
would also require the Secretary of the Interior 
to facilitate the storied history of the Civil War 
for both the North and the South, including the 
history of the Defenses of Washington and the 
Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864, being 
assembled, arrayed and conveyed for the ben-
efit of the public for the knowledge, education, 
and inspiration of this and future generations. 

The Civil War Defenses of Washington were 
constructed at the beginning of the war, in 
1861, as a ring of protection for the nation’s 
capital and for President Abraham Lincoln. By 
the end of the war, these defenses included 
68 forts, 93 unarmed batteries, 807 mounted 
cannons, 13 miles of rifle trenches, and 32 
miles of military roads. The major test of the 
Civil War Defenses of Washington came with 
the Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864, 
when Confederate Lieutenant General Jubal 
Early, directed by General Robert E. Lee, 
sought to attack the nation’s capital from the 
north, causing Union forces threatening to at-
tack Richmond, the capital of the Confed-
eracy, to be withdrawn. General Early was de-
layed by Union Major General Lew Wallace at 
the Battle of Monocacy on July 9, 1864, and 
was stopped at the northern edge of Wash-
ington at the Battle of Fort Stevens on July 11 
and 12, 1864. The Shenandoah Valley Cam-
paign ended when Union Lieutenant General 

Philip Sheridan defeated General Early at the 
Battle of Cedar Creek, Virginia, on October 
19, 1864. 

Nearly all the individual forts in the Civil De-
fenses of Washington—on both sides of the 
Potomac and Anacostia rivers—were involved 
in stopping General Early’s attack, and the 
Battle of Fort Stevens was the second and 
last attempt by the Confederate Army to attack 
Washington. 

Taken together, these battles were pivotal to 
the outcome of the war and the freedom and 
democracy that the war represented for this 
country. It is therefore fitting that we recognize 
these sites by redesignating them as a na-
tional historic park. 

I urge my colleagues to support the bill. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JUDGE GREG-
ORY D. BILL FOR RECEIVING 
THE 2018 PURPLE SPORT COAT 
AWARD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Judge Gregory D. Bill for receiving 
the Tertzag Tribute Dinner’s 2018 Purple 
Sport Coat Award for his distinguished work 
as a judge. His commitment to justice and the 
Detroit community throughout his career with 
the 3rd Circuit Court of Michigan is worthy of 
recognition. 

After receiving his undergraduate degree 
from the University of Michigan and his J.D. 
from Western Michigan University’s Cooley 
Law School, Judge Bill began his own practice 
with a specialization in aviation law. He has al-
ways had a passion for public service and 
served as a legislative aide for a member of 
the Michigan State Senate, where he honed 
his knowledge of the state’s issues and policy 
procedures. Judge Bill served as a member of 
Michigan’s 20th District Court before receiving 
an appointment to the Wayne County Circuit 
Court, a position he has held since 2000. 
Throughout his tenure, he has served in a va-
riety of capacities and currently serves in the 
criminal division. 

Judge Bill has been an outstanding public 
servant throughout his decades of work with 
the judiciary and is widely recognized and re-
spected for his legal expertise. His colleagues 
have previously recognized him for his work, 
including being awarded the Michigan Special 
Legislative Tribute for Outstanding Service to 
the People of Michigan. The Purple Sport 
Coat award is granted in honor of the late 
Judge Kaye Tertzag who was known for his 
integrity and strict interpretation of the law. 
Judge Bill lives up to the legacy of public re-
spect and judicial integrity that Judge Tertzag 
is remembered for and is truly deserving of 
this award. He has provided outstanding serv-
ice to our state throughout his career as a 
judge, and I look forward to his continued 
work in the years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Judge Gregory Bill for being 
named the recipient of the 2018 Purple Sport 
Coat Award for his distinguished work as a 
judge. Judge Bill has been an outstanding 
public servant during his legal career. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to clarify my position on roll call votes 
cast on February 13, 2018. 

On Roll Call Vote Number 70, on the Lex-
ington VA Health Care System, I did not vote. 
It was my intention to vote ‘‘Yea.’’ 

On Roll Call Vote Number 71, to extend the 
Generalized System of Preferences and to 
make technical changes to the competitive 
need limitations provision of the program, I did 
not vote. It was my intention to vote ‘‘Yea.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF WILLIAM TOMKA 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor World War II Veteran, William 
John Tomka, with whom I had the recent 
pleasure of joining to celebrate his 100th birth-
day on January 27, 2018. 

Born in Dover, New Jersey to immigrant 
parents, William spent his formative years in 
New Jersey, developing a love of music. This 
resulted in him becoming a music teacher until 
he was drafted into the United States Army on 
July 11, 1941. He left a successful teaching 
job in New Jersey to defend our great nation. 
After completing his radio operations training 
at Fort Dix and Fort Bragg, he was deployed 
to Iceland as part of the 50th Signal Battalion, 
in which he served as a Technical Sergeant, 
leading a group of 8 men who were also 
trained radio operators. His team was respon-
sible for code, receiving and transmitting from 
the field, as well as in command cars. This 
group was part of the first American Army per-
sonnel to be sent into the European Theatre 
of Operations. After 22 months in Iceland, he 
was sent to England to be a part of the inva-
sion force of France on D-Day. He was 
dropped on Utah Beach on June 6, 1944 and 
bravely fought through the campaign of Eu-
rope, including the American bombardment of 
the German forces at Saint-Lô. He and his fel-
low soldiers proceeded to serve at the Battle 
of the Bulge. 

When accounting his most memorable times 
in the Army, Mr. Tomka will tell you about his 
time in Europe after D-day. He told me about 
his time in France where he witnessed Amer-
ican fighter pilots bomb the German forces 
and of his time served in joint force with the 
Russians at the river of Elbe. Mr. Tomka was 
discharged after three and a half years of for-
eign duty on June 22, 1945. 

After his years of service, Mr. Tomka went 
back to his passion of teaching music. He 
started an instrumental music program in the 
Flidgefield school system of New Jersey. Dur-
ing his years of music education, Mr. Tomka 
obtained his master’s degree from NYU in Su-
pervision and Administration, and while he 
was at NYU, he played violin in the orchestra. 
Even at 100, his talents are still impressive. At 
his recent birthday celebration, Mr. Tomka 

expertly played the clarinet, violin, piano, and 
sang for his family and friends. 

I salute William John Tomka on his years of 
faithful service to our country and the public- 
school system. He has exemplified qualities of 
a true American hero, and I, on behalf of a 
grateful nation, admire his service and sac-
rifice. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DOMONIQUE 
MALCOLM ON BEING NAMED A 
DISTINGUISHED FINALIST BY 
THE PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF 
COMMUNITY AWARDS 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and honor Domonique Malcolm 
for being named a Distinguished Finalist in 
New York State by the 2018 Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards program, an annual 
honor conferred on the most impressive stu-
dent volunteers in each state. 

Ms. Malcolm is being recognized for co- 
founding a nonprofit that led several mission 
trips to help an impoverished community in Ja-
maica, and for recently coordinating a trip that 
mobilized 29 volunteers to build two new 
houses and offer medical and dental support 
at a local clinic. Over the past four years, Ms. 
Malcolm has also helped provide the commu-
nity with support, including groceries and com-
puters for students. 

Created in 1995, the Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards recognizes the critical im-
portance and high value of contributions made 
by youth volunteers, and to inspire other 
young people to follow their example. Over the 
past 23 years, the program has become the 
nation’s largest youth recognition effort based 
solely on community service, and has honored 
more than 120,000 young volunteers at the 
local, state and national levels. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I 
heartily applaud Ms. Malcolm for her commit-
ment and dedication to serving others, and 
thank her for the positive impact she has 
made on many lives. Young volunteers like 
Ms. Malcolm are inspiring examples to all of 
us, and are among our brightest hopes for a 
better tomorrow. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. EUNICE 
L. MIXON 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the work and service of a 
distinguished educator, political activist, and 
dear friend to my wife, Vivian and me, Mrs. 
Eunice L. Mixon. She was honored as the 
2018 Distinguished Older Georgian, a title 
given by the Georgia Council on Aging to 
honor a Georgian, of at least 80 years of age, 
who is a role model for positive aging and has 
made significant contribution to society 
through occupational or volunteer efforts. An 
award reception was held for Eunice at the 

Georgia State Capitol at 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 8, 2018 in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Eunice L. Mixon was born in Tifton, Georgia 
on April 11, 1931 to the union of the late Rob-
ert and Carrie Lastinger. A product of the Tift 
County School System, she went on to attend 
classes at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural Col-
lege and earn both Master’s and Specialist 
Degrees in Science Education from the Uni-
versity of Georgia. 

Winston Churchill said, ‘‘We make a living 
by what we get, but we make a life by what 
we give.’’ Through every stage of her life, Eu-
nice has always given of herself to others. 
She served as an educator for 30 years within 
the Tift County School System and at Abra-
ham Baldwin Agricultural College before re-
directing her passion to politics. Her first offi-
cial post in politics came in 1974 when she 
became the Tift County campaign chair for 
former Governor George Busbee. She also 
served as a delegate to the 1988 and 1992 
National Democratic Conventions, and as a 
member of the Georgia Democratic Executive 
Committee. Over the years, she has helped 
campaign and fundraise for several political 
figures including former Georgia Lieutenant. 
Governors Zell Miller, and Pierre Howard, 
former Georgia Governors Roy Barnes, Joe 
Frank Harris, and Sonny Perdue, former Geor-
gia Commissioner of Agriculture Tommy Irvin, 
former Georgia Secretary of State Max 
Cleland, U.S. Representative Charles Hatcher, 
former U.S. Senator Sam Nunn, former U.S. 
Presidents Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton as 
well as yours truly. 

Eunice’s distinguished civil service has been 
mirrored by her extensive involvement in her 
community. In conjunction with her profes-
sional accomplishments in politics, she served 
on several boards, including the Georgia Stu-
dent Finance Commission, Vocational Edu-
cation Task Force, Advisory Council on Con-
solidation of Education Programs, Georgia 
Civil War Commission, Joint Board Liaison 
Committee, and the Georgia State Bar Dis-
ciplinary Board. She has served as the door-
keeper to the Georgia State Senate, and has 
served on the State Bar of Georgia’s Inves-
tigative Panel, the Tifton/Tift County Library 
Board, the Coastal Plain Regional Library 
Board, the Georgia Student Finance Commis-
sion Board, the Heritage Trust Commission 
Board, the Agrirama Foundation and the State 
Election Board. 

Eunice received several awards for her ex-
tensive work in politics. These include induc-
tion into the Tift County Chamber of Com-
merce’s Wall of Fame in 2014; the Liberty Bell 
Award by the Tifton Judicial Circuit Bar Asso-
ciation in 2016; a spot on the 40 Most Influen-
tial South Georgians; and in 2010, the State 
Bar of Georgia honored Eunice with an award 
in her name. 

Eunice has accomplished many things in 
her life but none of these would have been 
possible without the enduring support of her 
late husband, Albert and their sons, Johnny 
and Jimmy. 

On a personal note, I have been blessed to 
know Eunice for many years and I can say 
without reservation that she is one of the most 
passionate and warmhearted individuals I 
have ever met. I am proud to consider Eunice 
and the Mixon family friends of longstanding. 
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Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 

and the more than 730,000 residents of Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District, in extend-
ing our sincerest congratulations to Mrs. Eu-
nice L. Mixon for receiving the title of 2018 
Distinguished Older Georgian and for her 
many years of service to her community, 
state, and nation. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, this February 
marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of a 
truly great American, Mr. Frederick Douglass. 
Having been born into slavery as Frederick 
Augustus Washington Bailey in Talbot County, 
Maryland, Mr. Douglass never knew his real 
birthday. He often lamented that he had only 
a few, shadowy memories of his mother, who 
would walk miles at night to visit him as a 
child, and then walk back home to be in the 
fields before sunrise. Yet that little boy would 
grow up into a brave young man, who taught 
himself to read and write, and successfully es-
caped slavery on his third attempt. He would 
marry Anna, the love of his life, and remain 
married to her until her death. He was a de-
voted father to all five of their children. While 
still a fugitive slave, he would write the first of 
three autobiographies: Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, which 
remains one of the greatest books ever written 
in the English language. Mr. Douglass was a 
deeply courageous American who never shied 
away from confronting evil, even at great per-
sonal risk. He became a world-renown orator 
in the cause of abolition, laying bare the hor-
rors of slavery and helping to end that cursed 
institution in America once and for all. He 
began and edited his own abolitionist news-
paper, The North Star. He successfully pub-
lished his paper until slavery ended, despite 
opposition and persecution from other aboli-
tionists. He met with and served as an advisor 
to President Lincoln during the Civil War, and 
did not hesitate to confront the President di-
rectly over the treatment of African American 
soldiers in the Union Army. After the Civil War 
ended, Douglass served four more presidents, 
fighting to end racial segregation and to get 
African Americans and women the right to 
vote. For his entire life, he worked tirelessly to 
bring justice to the oppressed and to call 
America to live out its highest ideals, remind-
ing us that ‘‘The life of the nation is secure 
only while the nation is honest, truthful, and 
virtuous.’’ I would also like to recognize two 
great organizations that have been founded to 
continue Mr. Douglass’ legacy of faith-based 
activism, moral courage and clarity, and family 
devotion. The Frederick Douglass Foundation 
was founded in 2009 by Dr. Timothy Johnson, 
Mr. Troy Rolling and Rev. Dean Nelson to en-
gage and recruit black activists, community 
leaders to become members of the Repub-
lican Party. The organization has thousands of 
members and chapters in over 15 states. The 
Douglass Leadership Institute, founded in 
2015 by Rev. Dean Nelson, a non-partisan or-
ganization which educates, equips and em-
powers faith-based leaders to embrace and 

apply biblical principles to life. Both organiza-
tions are committed to Righteousness, Justice, 
Liberty and Virtue. 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAR-
RISBURG 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the celebration of the 150th an-
niversary of the First Baptist Church of Harris-
burg, IL. 

The church was established on February 
15, 1868. The first meetings were held at the 
Harrisburg Courthouse. 

The Church is located in the Saline county 
seat. Because of the strength and character of 
its members, the First Baptist Church pos-
sesses both a rich history and a vibrant future. 
They are commemorating their 150th anniver-
sary with a special celebration on Saturday, 
February 17. Beginning at 1:00 PM, there will 
be a video presentation, an organ concert, a 
quartet singing, a beard judging, a historical 
fashion show, and a dessert and pie social at 
the end. I am honored to recognize such a 
strong community of faith in my district. 

I look forward to the continued prosperity of 
the First Baptist Church in Harrisburg for many 
years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GRABUONE OUTFIT-
TERS FOR THEIR HIT SHOW 
‘‘MISSISSIPPI SNAKE GRAB-
BERS’’ 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, Scott County, 
Mississippi is home to a one-of-a-kind hobby, 
known as snake-grabbing. Pioneered by a 
group of men who are known as ‘‘Grabuone 
Outfitters,’’ this hobby has become a way of 
life, a business venture, and a hit television 
show by the title of Mississippi Snake Grab-
bers. 

The snake-catching venture’s roots started 
in 1990 when a group of men from Scott 
County began traveling to Lake St John, Lou-
isiana, for an annual fishing trip, On this trip, 
one of the fishermen, Jimmie Nichols, reached 
over his buddy Rayford Palmer, grabbed a 
snake off a limb, and pulled it into their boat. 
This began a tradition of catching snakes that 
continues to this day. 

A few years later the stories of the snake- 
catching excursions piqued the interest of oth-
ers, including Joey Mayes, Joey Rigby, and 
Shane Gibson, whose boat quickly became 
known as the Snake Boat, and it was during 
that time the small group of four started calling 
themselves ‘‘Grabuone Outfitters.’’ 

The group began videoing their snake hunts 
and attracted even more attention, and that is 
when Brad Vincent and Brent Shorter were 
added to the group. Brent had originally been 
hired to video Snake Hunt Mississippi Style 
Volume II, but after his first trip on the water, 
the team had its sixth member. 

The men of Grabuone Outfitters were able 
to turn their hobby into an honest to goodness 
business, taking folks from all walks of life 
onto the lake to experience a thrill like no 
other. It is my unique honor to recognize 
Grabuone Outfitters for their hit television 
show Mississippi Snake Grabbers, and I wish 
them all the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STAN COBURN 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. Stan Coburn of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. Stan recently surpassed his 
50th year of employment at the USPS. Stan 
joined the USPS in 1968, only to be drafted 
into the Marines shortly thereafter. He served 
as a helicopter machine gunner during the 
conflict in Vietnam, then returned to his posi-
tion at the Post Office one year later. 

During his career, Stan has been stationed 
at every Post Office in the Fort Wayne area, 
and has worked every shift available. Stan has 
said that he still feels like he has another five 
years of service left in him. 

Northeast Indiana is thankful for Stan’s 
many years of service and commitment to our 
community. In fact, February 6, 2018, was 
Stan Coburn Day in Fort Wayne. I would like 
to show appreciation to Stan for his dedication 
to Hoosiers in my district, and congratulate 
him on reaching this milestone. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHARLIE 
SPANO, UNICAN OF THE YEAR 
FOR THE UNICO SCRANTON, 
PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Charlie Spano, who has been 
named the UNICAN of the Year by the Scran-
ton Chapter of UNICO National for their 59th 
annual charity ball on February 24, 2018. 

Before his retirement in 2005, Charlie 
Spano taught elementary students in the 
Scranton School District. He received a Mas-
ter of Science in elementary administration 
with certification from the University of Scran-
ton and a Bachelor of Science in education 
and history from Wilkes University. He also 
served as director of the Bureau of Commu-
nity and Student Services for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education. 

Charlie is an active member of his commu-
nity and has served his neighbors in many ca-
pacities throughout the years. He has served 
as the Deputy Director of voter education for 
Lackawanna County, assisting in outreach 
providing information on voting systems; As-
sistant Manager for Recruiting for the U.S. 
Census Bureau in Scranton; Chairman of 
Scranton City Cable Consumer Advisory Com-
mission; a member of the Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission of Lackawanna County; a mem-
ber of the 9–11 Memorial Committee in Lacka-
wanna County; Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Anthracite Heritage Museum 
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and Iron Furnaces Association; a member of 
the Heritage Valley Task Force Advocacy/Edu-
cation Committee; President of the Columbus 
Day Association of Lackawanna County; 
President of the Phi Delta Kappa Education 
Fraternity, University of Scranton Chapter; a 
South Scranton Lions Club member; Vice 
Chairman of the Scranton City Planning Com-
mission; and Director of the Lackawanna River 
Corridor Association, among other positions 
spanning three decades of outstanding com-
munity service. 

It is an honor to recognize Charlie Spano as 
he accepts the UNICAN of the Year Award. I 
am very grateful for the wide range of work he 
has done on behalf of the people of Lacka-
wanna County. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-

tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
February 15, 2018 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
FEBRUARY 28 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2019 for the Department of 
State and redesign plans. 

SD–419 

MARCH 1 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of John F. Ring, of the District of 
Columbia, to be a Member of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board. 

SD–430 
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