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HONORING SUMMER BRITCHER OF 
PENNSYLVANIA FOR HER CA-
REER ACHIEVEMENTS AND PER-
FORMANCE AT THE 2018 WINTER 
OLYMPICS IN SOUTH KOREA 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I extend my 
sincere congratulations to Miss Summer 
Britcher of Glen Rock, Pennsylvania, for a 
great run at the 2018 Winter Olympics in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. Summer rep-
resented the United States on the Olympic 
Luge team, and is a true champion—of which 
the citizens of the 4th Congressional District 
couldn’t be more proud. 

Summer’s career highlights thus far are re-
markable. Her five World Cup career victories 
make her the all-time singles leader in USA 
Luge history. She won the 2012 Youth Olym-
pic Games Gold medal in team relay, the Sil-
ver medal in team relay at Junior World 
Championships in Austria, earned the 2013 
Norton Junior National Championship, and 
was named the 2017 U23 World Champion. 
Summer also finished 15th at the 2014 XXII 
Olympic Winter Games in Sochi, Russia. 

Although the end result at the 2018 Winter 
Olympics wasn’t as she’d hoped, Summer was 
the epitome of true grit, character and sports-
manship. She summarized the experience with 
the following statement: ‘‘I love my team-
mates, and I think the important thing that I 
feel (is) incredibly lucky to be a part of this 
team and to have them in my life.’’ Summer 
set the standard—in performance, persever-
ance and sportsmanship—for all to follow. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late Summer Britcher on her hard work and 
determination that has led to these exceptional 
achievements. We look forward to her future 
adventures. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT OF DR. LEONARD 
L. HAMLIN, SR. 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to of-
ficially recognize the outstanding public 
achievement of Dr. Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr. 
Since November 1996, Dr. Hamlin has served 
as Pastor of Macedonia Baptist Church in Ar-
lington. Under Dr. Hamlin’s leadership, Mac-
edonia Baptist has experienced continuous 
growth in membership which today stands at 
approximately 1,300 members. During Dr. 
Hamlin’s time at the Church, he’s led the de-
velopment of Annual Leadership Conferences, 
major renovations of the upper level of the 

Church, the implementation of Before and 
After Care School Program and the partner-
ship with the Arlington Housing Corporation for 
the development of thirty-six affordable hous-
ing units which opened in May 2011. 

Dr. Hamlin is a pillar of the Nauck commu-
nity and Arlington is truly blessed to have had 
his service. Godspeed to Dr. Hamlin as he 
leaves Macedonia Baptist to take on a senior 
position at the National Cathedral. 

f 

TUOLUMNE COUNTY ALLIANCE 
FOR RESOURCES AND ENVIRON-
MENT FOUNDER’S DAY CELE-
BRATION 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, Tuolumne 
County Alliance for Resources & Environment, 
known by its acronym TuCARE, was founded 
in 1988 by a group of concerned citizens who 
believed forest regulations were dooming rural 
communities to economic ruin. It has grown in 
to an effective grassroots organization dedi-
cated to educating the public and legislators 
about the wise use of our natural resources. 

The group emphasizes ‘‘Multiple Use is 
Wise Use’’, meaning the public lands and re-
sources contained therein are intended for a 
variety of public uses, including timber produc-
tion, recreation, watershed sources, and bio-
diversity in habitat. 

Officers and members of TuCARE make 
presentations before legislative bodies and 
present to public and private organizations on 
behalf of Tuolumne County natural resource 
issues. As part of their mission to educate, 
TuCARE publishes news articles and position 
papers on topics such as vegetation manage-
ment including the use of herbicides; ‘‘No Net 
Loss’’ of private lands, wildlife protection over-
reach, and the development of water storage 
and mineral extraction on both public and pri-
vate lands. 

TuCARE has engaged on many important 
land use issues, including opposing the ex-
pansion of Yosemite National Park and work-
ing tirelessly to keep the Stanislaus National 
Forest a multiple use forest. The group also 
worked to promote the Clavey River Project 
that would have increased county water sup-
plies and generated electricity through hydro 
projects and supported the continuation of 
Forest Reserve Funds that guaranteed local 
communities a share of the receipts from tim-
ber harvests from local public lands. 

Over the years, TuCARE has continued to 
press for reduced restrictions on private prop-
erty owners, including the elimination of se-
vere ESA, CEPA and NEPA regulations that 
discourage a vibrant local economy and nega-
tively affect the ability to manage resources. 

During the past 30 years, TuCARE has held 
countless natural resource tours and summits 
for the public, including legislators, decision 

makers, educators and the public, both young 
and old. Since the tours began, TuCARE has 
had the privilege of educating over 30,000 in-
dividuals about the wise use and management 
of our natural resources. Nearly 300 dedicated 
men and women have volunteered untold 
hours to respond to the resource education 
needs of the public as part of TuCARE’s ex-
tensive list of past (and present) Board of Di-
rectors. These individuals share a passion for 
the need to educate so others can make bet-
ter, informed decisions about our resources. 
TuCARE volunteers are working to ensure the 
perpetuity of our resources for future genera-
tions and to help local economies prosper de-
spite restrictive environmental rules and regu-
lations. 

TuCARE’s members have consistently sup-
ported the organization’s efforts both finan-
cially and physically—attending 30 years of 
annual resource summits, annual dinners and 
responding to ‘‘boots on the ground’’ needs for 
rallies and public displays of support. It has 
been a true group effort, with men and women 
from all walks of life joining together to ensure 
the promise of life, liberty and prosperity. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SYLACAUGA WIN-
NING AHSAA CLASS 5A HIGH 
SCHOOL BASKETBALL TITLE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Sylacauga High School Varsity Boys for 
winning the Alabama High School Athletic As-
sociation (AHSAA) Class 5A basketball state 
title for the first time since 1988. 

The Aggies beat the Eufaula Tigers 79–78 
on March 3, 2018 at the Legacy Arena at the 
BJCC in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the students and faculty of Sylacauga 
High School, the coaches, the players and all 
the Aggies fans on this exciting achievement. 
Go Aggies. 

f 

H.R. 4607 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, due to flight 
delays, I was unable to vote on H.R. 4607, the 
Comprehensive Regulatory Review Act. I 
would have voted against this legislation. 
Changing the Economic Growth and Regu-
latory Paperwork Reduction Act (EGRPRA) re-
view process timeline from every ten years to 
every seven will drive up the deficit, and gives 
financial regulators little time to implement rec-
ommendations. I was especially appalled with 
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the Rules Committee’s adoption of an amend-
ment to allow Congress to raid the Federal 
Reserve to pay for this legislation. 

I also disagreed with the provision that in-
cludes the CFPB in the EGRPRA review. This 
is unnecessary and duplicative, as the CFPB 
is already subject to a review of its rules every 
five years. 

Most importantly, I have serious concerns 
with shifting the mandate that regulators iden-
tify ‘‘outdated and unnecessary’’ regulations to 
a mandate that regulators limit regulatory bur-
dens. Directing regulators to prioritize limiting 
‘‘cost, liability risk, and other burdens,’’ would 
further reduce regulations for large banks, 
payday lenders, and thousands of other finan-
cial services companies without consideration 
for how these rules safeguard consumers. 

f 

HONORING COUNCILMAN GLEN 
LARUE 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Whitley County Councilman 
Glen Larue. For 11 years, Councilman Larue 
has represented Columbia Township. Addition-
ally, Glen has served as dispatcher for the 
Whitley County Sheriff’s Department and as a 
Columbia City volunteer fireman. I had the 
honor of serving with Councilman Larue in 
2009 and 2010 and I saw firsthand his dedica-
tion and commitment to public service. I wish 
him the best as he begins the next chapter of 
his life. Whitley County and Columbia Town-
ship will miss his leadership and commitment 
to public service. 

f 

THE DARBY LIBRARY COMPANY 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the Darby Library Com-
pany, which will be celebrating its 275th birth-
day on March 10, 2018. 

On its founding date in 1743, the Darby Li-
brary Company, located in the Village of 
Darby (present day Darby, PA), became the 
first cultural institution in the Philadelphia area. 
The Darby Library Company has served as a 
beacon of culture and intellectual curiosity 
throughout the development of a country and 
multiple wars and natural disasters, and nearly 
three centuries of history. Even today, after 
275 years, it still provides library services for 
the Darby community and serves as a land-
mark in the neighborhood. 

Generation after generation, members of the 
Darby Community have come to this historic 
establishment to read, learn, study and ex-
plore. The people of Darby have been and will 
continue to be the beneficiaries of this historic 
establishment. I am very proud that this in-
credible institution has such a long and illus-
trious history in my district. 

Today, the Library boasts over 20,000 
pieces of literature, including fiction, non-fic-
tion, and reference books, in addition to a vari-

ety of audio, DVD, and video tapes. These 
programs and services are clearly beneficial to 
both Darby, as well as to the Greater Philadel-
phia area. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
Darby Library Company, for its 275 years of 
service to the Greater Philadelphia community, 
specifically the citizens of Darby, Pennsyl-
vania. 

f 

HONOR FLIGHT NORTHERN 
COLORADO 2018 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, in honor of Amer-
ica’s heroic veterans, the Honor Flight Net-
work conducts two annual Honor Flight cere-
monies to Washington, D.C. to give our na-
tion’s heroes a day to visit and reflect at their 
war memorials. On September 17, 2017, 
Honor Flight Northern Colorado held its 19th 
Honor Flight that gave many of our coura-
geous veterans this extraordinary opportunity. 
I am pleased to recognize the September 17, 
2017 Honor Flight honoring World War II, Ko-
rean War, and Vietnam War veterans of 
Northern Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, those who participated in this 
flight are as follows: 

World War II: Carl Curtis, Eugene Doty, Ben 
Gutfelder, Fred Heinze, James Ingram, 
Elwood Johnsen, George Kunz, Stuart Mundt, 
Merwin Waterman. 

Korean War: John Anderson, Ralph Ashton, 
William Bohn, Gerald Briggs, Joseph Carney, 
Dale Doty, Ernest Garcia, Charles Gustafson, 
Fred Hagen, Richard Hornung, Phillip Kaspar, 
Dixon King, George Lanes, John Lark, Don 
Moritz, August Roemer, Melvin Salter, Paul 
Salvador, Arlen Sarian, Walter Slocum Jr., Ar-
thur Smith, Willard Unrein, Robert Wallen, Wil-
liam Webster, Reginald Willcox. 

Vietnam War: Edward Aitken, Charles 
Ashbaugh, Harry Ashbaugh, Frank Atwood, 
Thomas Barker, Lanny Benninger, Eldredge 
Blain, William Bjorlin, Leslie Bums, Joel 
Champion, James Chopp, Willis Corcoran, 
William Damewood, Anson Derby, Clarence 
Dye, Clifford Echols, Roy Echols, David Fan-
ning, Wesley Feeney Jr., Budd Finch Jr., Errol 
Ford, Michael Gail, Alonzo Garza, Dennis Gor-
don, Eldon Harrell, Larry Hartman, Allan Ha-
vens, John Hendrickson, Nicholas Herrera, 
Donald Hull, Raymond Johnson, John Kask, 
Paul Kommueller, Charles Klutsch, Joseph 
Long, Michael Long, Edward Longhini, Joseph 
Maes, Loren Maes, Gary Malara, David 
Mathis, Michael McClure, Jerry McDaniel, 
Mark McKinley, Oscar Metzgar, Steven 
Moskowitz, Allan Nelson, Robert Nelson, Rus-
sell Ness, Paul Nobles, Sven Nylander, Max 
Oesterle, Dale Olson, David Painter, Thomas 
Parker, Raymond Patch, Rudolf Peralez, Rob-
ert Perlenfien, John Perrine, Wayne Peterson, 
Louis Price, Jerry Purdy, Ernie Pyle, Ronald 
Ramirez, Richard Reininger, Frank Ross, Joe 
Roybal, John Ryan, Genaro Salazar, Ray-
mond Sautter, Robert Schawo, Rudy Schenk, 
Larry Schwindt, Robert Shaeffer, Dan Shaffer, 
Roger Smith, Daniel Sorensen, Andrew Ste-
phenson, Marjorie Stephenson, Walter Stolpa 
Jr., Dwight Strandberg, Barton Thompson, 
Norman Toman, Richard Tompkins, Samuel 

Trujillo, Terrence Urista, Myron Wagner, 
James Wetzler, Charles Winkleman. 

It is my distinct pleasure as the U.S. Rep-
resentative of the 4th District of Colorado to 
recognize the honor, courage, and sacrifice of 
these heroes, along with all members of 
America’s Armed Forces. I thank them for 
their dedication and service to this nation. 

f 

THOMAS CRONIN 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Thomas 
Cronin, a generous citizen of Southwest Flor-
ida who peacefully passed away on February 
16, 2018. 

After attending St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
School and Fort Myers High School, he proud-
ly served his country in the United States 
Army. Then, he returned to Southwest Florida 
and served his community as a businessman 
and philanthropist. 

He was instrumental in the founding of the 
Southwest Florida Regional Hospital, now part 
of LeeHealth. Further serving our community, 
he worked on projects such as the develop-
ment of Hodges University, the City of Palms 
Park Stadium, and the revamping of worn- 
down properties to increase the beauty of our 
paradise coast. 

His leadership is shown through his active 
roles in local projects such as the Lee County 
YMCA, the Shell Factory and Nature Park in 
North Fort Myers, the United Way of Lee 
County, and the Jaycees and Octagon Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 

The Southwest Florida community cele-
brates him for his cheerful Irish spirit, kind 
heart, and selfless service to his community. I 
want to extend my condolences to his wife, 
Pamela Cronin, his son, Thomas Cronin, Jr., 
his daughter Constance Martine Cronin, and 
the rest of his loving family and friends. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF J. WARREN 
STEMBRIDGE 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the work and service of a 
dedicated public servant, Mr. J. Warren 
Stembridge. Mr. Stembridge will be honored at 
the Central Intelligence Agency’s (CIA) Head-
quarters in Langley, Virginia on Monday, 
March 12, 2018. He will be awarded the Dis-
tinguished Career Intelligence Medal, which is 
given to an individual whose cumulative record 
of service reflects a pattern of increasing lev-
els of responsibility, strategic impact, and dis-
tinctly exceptional achievements. 

J. Warren Stembridge was born in Cordele, 
Georgia to Mr. W. Asbury Stembridge, Sr. and 
Mrs. Charlotte W. Stembridge as one of two 
sons. At the age of ten, his family moved to 
Macon, Georgia, where he was enrolled in the 
Bibb County School System. After graduating 
from Central High School, he went on to earn 
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a bachelor’s degree in Political Science from 
the University of Georgia in 1985. Shortly after 
receiving his degree, he began his illustrious 
career with the CIA. 

For over three decades, Mr. Stembridge 
was a well-respected leader at the CIA. He 
built quite an impressive career, which was 
amplified in 2005 when he entered into the 
Senior Intelligence Service. During his tenure 
in the Senior Intelligence Service, he held sev-
eral leadership roles including Deputy Director 
of the Office of Congressional Affairs and 
completed several overseas tours in areas of 
conflict. In December 2016, after serving for 
over 31 years, Mr. Stembridge retired from the 
CIA. 

He currently serves as the Executive Vice 
President of Intelligence over the National Se-
curity Solutions unit of Pacific Architects and 
Engineers (PAE) and works directly with do-
mestic and foreign government agencies with-
in the intelligence community. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, ‘‘Life’s 
most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What 
are you doing for others?’ ’’ Mr. Stembridge 
undoubtedly lives by this philosophy. From his 
extensive work with the CIA to protect our na-
tion’s security to his efforts to provide service 
to the global community, his work has made a 
tremendous impact on the lives of many. 

J. Warren Stembridge has achieved much 
success in his life, but none would have been 
possible without the enduring love and support 
of his wife, Laurel; and their children, Ben, 
Julie, and Lindsay. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife, Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District, in extending our sincerest 
congratulations to Mr. J. Warren Stembridge 
for receiving the Distinguished Career Intel-
ligence Medal, and thanking him for an out-
standing career of public service. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL 
GEORGE, AVOCA WEST SIDE SO-
CIAL CLUB’S ‘‘MAN OF THE 
YEAR’’ 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Michael George, who will 
be receiving the Avoca West Side Social 
Club’s ‘‘Man of the Year’’ Award. He will be 
honored on March 17, 2018 during the Club’s 
inaugural St. Patrick’s Day Celebration. 

The son of the late David and Mildred 
George, Mike was born and raised in Avoca, 
Pennsylvania. He is a graduating member of 
Avoca High School Class of 1959. He opened 
his first car repair business in Avoca on South 
Main Street in 1961. In 1969, Mike relocated 
his business to 935 Main Street and expanded 
his operation to include a gas station. It was 
the only service station in Avoca Borough for 
over three decades. Mike remained in busi-
ness for almost fifty years until he retired. 
Mike also shared his professional knowledge 
by serving as an automobile repair instructor 
to those looking to enter the field. 

In addition to operating his business, Mike 
has been actively involved with local commu-
nity organizations. He is a founding member of 

the Avoca Jolly Boys, a group that sponsors 
community events like children’s basketball 
leagues and other recreational activities. He is 
the past president of the Avoca Lions Club 
and initiated the annual Lions Club Christmas 
Light Project along Main Street and McAlpine 
Street in the borough. Mike is also a regular 
member of the Avoca West Side Club and 
Rainbow Rod and Gun Club. He currently be-
longs to Queen of the Apostles Church in 
Avoca. 

Today, Mike resides in Avoca with his wife 
of fifty-six years, Kay Sroka George. They 
have been blessed with three children, Janice, 
Christine, and the late Michael Jr. 

It is an honor to recognize Mike as he ac-
cepts the Avoca West Side Social Club’s 
‘‘Man of the Year Award.’’ I am grateful for his 
lifetime of service to people of Avoca. I wish 
him the best this St. Patrick’s Day. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SANFORD 
AND JOAN WEILL ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE RENAMING OF WEILL 
CORNELL MEDICAL SCHOOL IN 
THEIR HONOR 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Sanford 
and Joan Weill as we mark the 20th anniver-
sary of the renaming of Weill Cornell Medical 
School in their honor. The Weills are re-
nowned for their extraordinary philanthropic 
contributions to culture, education and medical 
research. 

Mr. and Ms. Weill are Brooklyn natives who 
grew up in modest circumstances, and worked 
hard to make a better life for themselves and 
their family. Mr. Weill started out as a $30-a- 
week runner at Bear Stearns, while Ms. Weill 
worked as a teacher to help them make ends 
meet. Wanting more, in 1960, he and his part-
ners founded their own investment firm. The 
firm was eventually sold to American Express 
and Mr. Weill became President of American 
Express. He left American Express and start-
ed acquiring financial services companies, 
until he created the financial giant now known 
as Citicorp. 

Throughout their lives, Mr. and Ms. Weill 
have been incredibly generous supporters of 
many of the institutions and organizations that 
are central to New York. They founded the 
National Academy Foundation, a foundation 
that partners with schools in underserved 
communities to connect them with specialized 
training programs and internships in finance, 
STEM, and hospitality & tourism. Inaugurated 
with one pilot finance academy in the heart of 
Brooklyn, the foundation has now grown to 
675 academies in over 36 states and serves 
approximately 100,000 children a year. 

The Weills have played a key role in our 
cultural institutions. Mr. Weill served for many 
years on the board of Carnegie Hall, and 
helped shepherd it through a major renova-
tion. Thanks to their generosity, one of the 
three performance halls is named the Joan 
and Sanford I. Weill Recital Hall. A devotee of 
modern dance, Ms. Weill served on the board 
of the Alvin Ailey Dance Theater for 20 years, 

14 as Chair. At her retirement celebration, 
more than $40 million was raised in her honor, 
capping off an eminent career and enabling 
the company to expand its building. 

More impressive still is the enormous impact 
Sanford and Joan Weill have had on medical 
education. Mr. Weill was a longtime Trustee of 
Cornell University and became Chairman of 
their medical school. In 1998, the Weills gave 
$100 million to the medical school, prompting 
the school leaders to rename the institution 
Weill Cornell Medical College. Since then, the 
couple has generously given over $600 million 
to the school, helping to ensure its legacy as 
one of the premier medical institutions in the 
world. 

In 2001, I had the pleasure of helping to 
midwife the creation of a medical school in 
Qatar. I brought Qatar’s interest in having a 
school that offers an American medical degree 
to the attention of Mr. Weill and he helped 
make it happen. Thanks to his vision, Cornell 
University is the only institution to offer its MD 
degree outside the country. The Weills also 
made possible the Weill Bugando University 
College of Health Sciences in Tanzania. I am 
proud that Cornell University accepted the 
challenge of creating an applied sciences 
school on Roosevelt Island and I was pleased 
to join the Weills to break ground on Cornell 
Tech which opened its doors September 12, 
2017. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Sanford and Joan Weill, the very 
embodiment of the American dream. 

f 

REPACK AIRWAVES YIELDING 
BETTER ACCESS FOR USERS OF 
MODERN SERVICES ACT OF 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2018 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H.R. 4986, the RAY 
BAUM’S Act. 

This important, bipartisan legislation will re-
authorize the Federal Communications Com-
mission for the first time in 28 years and in-
cludes reforms that will make the FCC more 
efficient and transparent. 

Today’s bill includes provisions based on 
the Radio Consumer Protection Act, legislation 
I was proud to introduce with Congressman 
BILL FLORES of Texas last September, that will 
reimburse radio broadcasters for costs related 
to the FCC’s spectrum auction. 

The creation of the Broadcast Repack Fund 
and the FM Broadcast Station Relocation 
Fund in this legislation will help ensure that 
television and radio broadcasters will not be 
hit with the full cost of moving or adjusting 
transmitters and antennas, installation, and 
other costs that are part of the spectrum re-
pack. 

The RAY BAUM’S Act, additionally, will pro-
vide $50 million to help educate consumers 
about the broadcaster repack and help make 
sure that the viewing and listening public con-
tinues to have access to important local news, 
weather, and emergency alerts provided by 
our local broadcasters. 

Finally, I was happy to see the inclusion of 
a provision that will make the FCC’s Inspector 
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General independent of the Chairman of the 
Commission. IG investigations, regardless of 
the party in power, must be independent of 
the individuals they are empowered to inves-
tigate. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in voting in 
support of the RAY BAUM’S Act. 

f 

HONORING DREWRY N. FENNELL 

HON. LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Speaker, 
today, during Women’s History Month, I rise to 
recognize and call attention to a woman of 
distinction in my state of Delaware, Drewry 
Nash Fennell. While she currently serves as 
the Chief Officer of Strategic Communication 
and Development for Christiana Care Health 
System, many in my state know Drew not for 
any title she has held, but for her role as a 
trailblazer on any number of important public 
policy fronts. 

Drew is an attorney by trade and applied 
her skills as the executive director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Delaware. 
During her time at the ACLU, Drew fought for 
improvements to the child welfare system, the 
criminal justice system, and LGBT rights. She, 
along with her equally distinguished wife Lisa, 
helped spearhead the Equality Delaware cam-
paign, which saw Delaware go from a state 
which legally permitted discrimination against 
LGBT citizens, to a state with full marriage 
equality in a span of less than a decade. 

Drew applied her years of experience and 
extensive knowledge of the criminal justice 
system as the executive director of the Dela-
ware Criminal Justice Council. Drew then took 
her work from the CJC to the Governor’s Of-
fice, where she served as Deputy Chief of 
Staff and eventually Chief of Staff to former 
Delaware Governor Jack Markell. 

Throughout her time in Delaware govern-
ment, her colleagues came to know her as 
one of the most effective advocates around. 
She did it all with a warm smile and a reas-
suring hand on the shoulder. She endured big-
otry and ignorance while maintaining class 
and composure, all the while, making remark-
able progress for the people of Delaware. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great joy to rise 
today to recognize Drew not only as a con-
stituent, but as a friend and confidant. Her 
work in Delaware has been truly trans-
formational and I’m confident it is nowhere 
near complete. Drew will soon be the 2018 
Girl Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay Woman of 
Distinction. I can’t think of a more deserving 
recipient of that honor. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KENDALL 
COYNE AND THE U.S. WOMEN’S 
ICE HOCKEY TEAM ON WINNING 
THE OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ms. Kendall Coyne of Palos Heights, Illi-

nois, for winning a gold medal as a member 
of the United States Women’s Ice Hockey 
team at the 2018 Winter Olympics in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. This is the first 
Olympic gold medal won by our women’s ice 
hockey team since 1998. 

From a young age, Kendall displayed ex-
traordinary talent and skill at ice hockey. In 
157 games over three seasons with the Chi-
cago Mission under-19 girls’ team she scored 
254 points and led the club to two league 
championships. By 2011, Kendall’s dominant 
performance had earned her a spot on the 
U.S. Women’s National Team. As part of the 
national team, she competed in the 2014 
Olympics in Sochi, Russia, where her strong 
work resulted in two goals and four assists. 
That team won the silver medal, and when I 
met with Kendall to congratulate her on her 
performance and that of the team, it was clear 
that she was determined to return to the 
Olympics in four years and finish on top of the 
podium. And that is what she did. Once again 
reaching the gold medal game against Can-
ada, Kendall along with twenty-two amazing 
young women won a hard-fought 3–2 victory 
in a shootout to bring home the Olympic gold. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Kendall Coyne and the U.S. 
Women’s Ice Hockey team for their success. 
They all have represented our nation with the 
utmost integrity on the world stage. Hockey is 
a demanding sport that requires grit and per-
severance. Ms. Coyne has demonstrated 
these qualities with true distinction. I wish her 
and her teammates continued success as they 
progress in their athletic careers and future 
endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF 
DAPHNE D. JOHNSON 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Daphne D. Johnson, 
mother of Kim and Nakia, and wife of Alex 
Johnson. As all of her loved ones can attest, 
Daphne Johnson cared deeply, loved greatly, 
and lived life to the fullest. 

Daphne Johnson was born on August 27, 
1949 in the tight knit community of Leaksville, 
North Carolina. Her family moved to Youngs-
town, Ohio in 1963 where she attended Rayen 
High School. As a young adult, she found a 
profound passion for creating art work from 
embroidery, porcelain, and fabrics. Daphne at-
tended Winston-Salem State University in 
North Carolina and completed a degree from 
Cuyahoga Community College in Cleveland, 
Ohio. She carried on her love of learning 
throughout her life. Daphne had a gift for cre-
ating and used her talents to share the stories 
of the world. For the last two decades, she fo-
cused on quilting in celebration of the deep 
history of quilting by African-American women. 
She used fabrics from Ghana, Egypt, Kenya, 
and Senegal to share the traditions of quilting 
and the stories of enslaved women who used 
scraps of materials to hand-sew quilts. Daph-
ne described her art as ‘‘works that encom-
pass tradition, beauty, and practicality.’’ Daph-
ne’s art was shared throughout the United 
States and undoubtedly inspired others. 

Throughout her life, Daphne was bold and 
brought passion into all of her life’s work. She 
was a lover of all animals and held affection 
for rescuing dogs. She traveled all over the 
world, especially to the sunny shores of Punta 
Cana, Cancun, the Bahamas, Hawaii, and 
Haiti. Her visit to Israel was especially enlight-
ening as Daphne saw her spiritual teachings 
embodied at the Sea of Galilee and through-
out Jerusalem. Daphne was an accomplished 
adventurer, even learning how to swim late in 
life to overcome her fear of water. Throughout 
her many travels and activities, Daphne 
spread her joy and love of life with her many 
friends and loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize a 
life so fully lived. Daphne Johnson was a car-
ing mother and wife and active servant of her 
community. A gifted and talented individual, 
Daphne truly loved exploring the world and 
sharing her passions with others. She is sur-
vived by her husband, children, numerous 
grandchildren and a large family who will fond-
ly remember her creative spirit and caring 
soul. Daphne was a great light to all who 
knew her. I ask my colleagues of the House 
to join me in paying tribute to the beloved 
Daphne D. Johnson. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CADET CHIEF 
PETTY OFFICER JAMES SMITH 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate James Smith of 
Kearney, Nebraska, on his promotion to Cadet 
Chief Petty Officer in the U.S. Naval Sea 
Cadet Corps, Cornhusker Division. 

This is a great accomplishment. Of the 415 
cadets who have served in the Cornhusker Di-
vision, only four have been promoted to Chief 
Petty Officer (CPO), the highest rank a cadet 
can achieve in the program. The three other 
cadets to achieve this rank prior to CPO 
James Smith were CPO Dan Seaman in 1993, 
CPO Crystal Simmons in 2002, and CPO Vin-
cent Lombardo in 2014. 

It was also my honor to nominate James to 
the U.S. Naval Academy earlier this year. He 
has clearly demonstrated the dedication and 
drive necessary to succeed in our military. 

On behalf of the people of Nebraska’s Third 
District, I commend James for his leadership 
and commitment to serving our country. 

f 

REPACK AIRWAVES YIELDING 
BETTER ACCESS FOR USERS OF 
MODERN SERVICES ACT OF 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BILL FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2018 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 4986, RAY BAUM’S Act, to re-
authorize the FCC. I am particularly pleased to 
see that we are addressing potential problems 
imposed upon our nation’s radio broadcasters 
as a result of the 2012 spectrum repack. 

That auction has been a tremendous cata-
lyst for broadband deployment, but it created 
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unintended consequences. Many radio sta-
tions that are co-located on TV towers could 
be forced to shut down during spectrum relo-
cation. With 670 radio stations possibly being 
impacted, we must ensure our local radio sta-
tions are protected in a process from which 
they will receive no benefit. 

I appreciate the inclusion of section 603, 
which makes funds available for radio broad-
casters to address this problem. This section 
incorporates the fundamentals of the bill that 
Representative GENE GREEN and I introduced 
in H.R. 3685, the Radio Consumer Protection 
Act. Our bipartisan bill established a radio pro-
tection fund to reimburse impacted stations for 
their costs incurred as a result of the repack. 

I am also appreciative of the addition of FM 
translators in section 603. Many FM and AM 
stations rely on these translators to provide 
service in rural and remote areas across 
America. Passage of H.R. 4986, ensures that 
the spectrum repack fund will include FM 
translators. 

In closing, I think it is fitting that H.R. 4986 
is named the ‘‘RAY BAUM’S Act’’ in honor of 
the former staff director of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, Ray Baum. Ray dedi-
cated his life to serving the people of Oregon 
and the people of this country. It has been 
more than 25 years since Congress last reau-
thorized the FCC and I can think of no better 
way to honor Ray. 

I urge support for H.R. 4986. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MASOOD 
KHATAMEE, MD 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Professor Masood Khatamee, MD 
as he is honored with the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award by Banou, Inc. at their Nowruz 
celebration on March 16, 2018. It is truly a fit-
ting tribute to honor Dr. Khatamee at this com-
memoration of the Persian New Year as he is 
an ardent supporter of the Iranian-American 
community. 

A Clinical Professor at the New York Univer-
sity School of Medicine Department of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology, Dr. Khatamee is a lead-
er in both the medical and Persian commu-
nities. Dr. Khatamee served as President of 
the Iranian American Medical Association from 
1999 to 2000, is a member and a past presi-
dent of the Board of Directors of the Shiraz 
University School of Medicine Alumni Associa-
tion and is an Honorary Member of the Rus-
sian American Medical Association. 

Dr. Khatamee is a renowned physician, re-
ceiving the distinction of Physician of the Year 
by the White House and the United States 
Congress as well as the selection as a Top 10 
Iranian-American Physician in the United 
States, among other awards and accolades. 
Notably, Dr. Khatamee was also nominated for 
the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize in Medicine. 

In addition to his work at the New York Uni-
versity School of Medicine, Dr. Khatamee is 
the Executive Director of the Fertility Research 
Foundation, Founder and Director of the Soci-
ety for the Prevention of Human Infertility and 
a lecturer at the Columbia School of Bio-
medical Engineering. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Dr. 
Masood Khatamee on receiving the Banou, 
Inc. Lifetime Achievement Award. This honor 
is truly deserving of this body’s recognition. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CARLOS CURBELO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 89. 

f 

ON THE LIFE OF ANGUS 
MCEACHRAN 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Angus McEachran, the editor of 
The Commercial Appeal, the daily newspaper 
of my hometown of Memphis. McEachran died 
Monday at 78. Known as a rough and tough, 
no-nonsense newspaperman, McEachran 
started off as a copy boy at the Memphis 
newspaper and presided over two of its signa-
ture stories as Metro Editor—the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968 and the 
death of Elvis Presley in 1977. 

Over the years, he nurtured the careers of 
hundreds of reporters, editors and photog-
raphers and opened opportunities for African 
Americans and other minorities while broad-
ening the scope of the newspaper’s reporting 
to more accurately reflect the whole commu-
nity. After Memphis, he was executive editor, 
then editor, at The Birmingham Press Herald 
before moving on to become editor of The 
Pittsburgh Press where the newspaper won 
back-to-back-Pulitzer Prizes for investigative 
journalism in 1986 and 1987. Returning to his 
hometown of Memphis as editor and president 
of The Commercial Appeal in 1993, he added 
a third Pulitzer. 

Mr. McEachran retired in 2002 having 
worked his entire career in the Scripps How-
ard chain of newspapers. I extend my condo-
lences to his family and friends across the 
country. 

f 

CELEBRATING QUEEN CITY 
AIRPORT’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the 75th anniversary of the Queen City 
Airport located in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
Throughout its history, the airport has served 
the Lehigh Valley community in a variety of 
ways. From its beginnings as a military base 
during World War II to the small business 
transportation hub it is today, Queen City Air-
port has been vital to Pennsylvania’s 15th 
Congressional District. 

Originally Convair Airfield, the 325-acre air-
port was built by Consolidated-Vultee Aircraft 
Incorporated in September 1943. The space 
functioned as the test site for the Navy’s 
Seawolf torpedo bombers, which were built at 
the nearby Mack Trucks’ plant. Eighty-six 
bombers were tested at the Convair facility, 
but the war concluded before any of the 
planes were commissioned for duty. 

The City of Allentown purchased the gov-
ernment land on July 10, 1947, and in addition 
to the land, the government parted with 
Convair Airfield—valued at over $1 million—for 
$1 under the condition that Allentown main-
tained the land for aviation purposes. 

After Allentown acquired Convair Airfield, 
the military called upon the airfield for training 
exercises during the Cold War. In 1948, the 
Pennsylvania National Guard leased the air-
port for Army reserve flight training. This pre-
vented Lehigh Valley reservists from needing 
to travel long distances to receive critical train-
ing. The National Guard once again used 
Convair in 1949 for Operation Vultee One, 
which was a series of simulated bombing at-
tacks. 

The lease was transferred to Air Products & 
Chemicals, an industrial gas business with 
deep Lehigh Valley roots, in 1951. The com-
pany utilized Convair for mounting oxygen 
generating equipment on military trailers and 
producing valves and gauges. Air Products & 
Chemicals remained at Convair for 15 years 
before ending its lease with Allentown in 1966. 

On May 15, 1961, Allentown took over the 
day-to-day operations of the airfield and offi-
cially renamed it Queen City Municipal Airport. 
This marked the beginning of private use of 
the land, starting with Spirax-Sarco, a maker 
of steam and heat transfer systems. The city 
sold the airport to the Lehigh-Northampton Air-
port Authority in 2000 after fifty years of own-
ership. 

Today, Queen City Airport is home to 90 
planes that are used by small business own-
ers in the Lehigh Valley. The airport allows 
these business owners to avoid long waits be-
hind commercial flights at Lehigh Valley Inter-
national Airport (LVIA) and freely conduct their 
business travel. Additional hangars to accom-
modate more planes are in the airport 
authority’s long-term plan since Queen City 
has experienced increased utilization in recent 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask the House to join 
me in acknowledging Queen City Airport’s his-
tory of serving our government as well as the 
15th Congressional District of Pennsylvania. 
May it continue to prosper and refine its leg-
acy in the Lehigh Valley. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF INDUCTEES 
INTO IDAHO HALL OF FAME 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Bonnie Stoddard of Dubois, Rob-
ert Brown of Idaho Falls, Frank Priestly of 
Franklin, R.J. Smith of Tendoy, and Stan 
Boyle of Idaho Falls on their inductions into 
the Eastern Idaho Agricultural Hall of Fame. 

Now 87 years old, Bonnie Stoddard has 
dedicated her life to documenting agricultural 
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history. Much of her early life was spent on a 
cattle ranch in the Medicine Lodge area of 
Clark County. From these beginnings she rec-
ognized the imperative to preserve and share 
the history of her area, as well as the sur-
rounding Idaho and Montana ranch and farm 
country. I applaud Bonnie for her agricultural 
service and the historical value she has added 
to her community. 

Operating a portion of his grandfather’s 
original homestead in Ririe, Robert Brown 
raises wheat, barley, and hay. Robert’s hard 
work has not gone unnoticed, in fact, he’s re-
ceived the Life Achievement Award from the 
Idaho Grain Producers Association, the Distin-
guished Service Award from the Idaho Wheat 
Commission, and various other awards. He 
has served on the Farm Service Agency 
Board and other agricultural and land use ad-
visory groups. From hosting delegates at his 
farm to representing the State of Idaho in sup-
porting legislation that benefits Idaho Farmers 
in Washington, D.C., Robert has been a great 
asset to the farming community. 

Starting at the young age of 14 with his own 
hay baling business, auctioneer Frank Priestly 
has been involved in agriculture his entire life. 
Frank and his wife, Susan, worked in agri-
culture together, establishing an 80-cow family 
dairy. Frank served as the President of the 
Idaho Farm Bureau for 18 years. One of his 
many accomplishments through the organiza-
tion was development and implementation of 
the Moving Agriculture to the Classroom Pro-
gram, or M.A.C., which enables educators’ ac-
cess to teaching modules on various agricul-
tural topics. Frank has represented his con-
stituent group of Farm Bureau members at the 
local, regional, state, and federal levels and 
mentored young producers. 

R.J. Smith grew up working on the family 
ranch near Tendoy, and is a graduate from 
Salmon high school R.J. competed on the 
rodeo team while attending the University of 
Utah before enlisting in the Army. During the 
Vietnam war, R.J.’s heroic efforts included fly-
ing helicopters. He used his flying skills while 
working on a bison ranch in Wyoming along 
with his wife, Grace. Since returning to the 
state of Idaho, R.J. has been honored as 
Lemhi County Cattle and Horse Grower of the 
year and Lemhi County Grassman of the year. 
Through his many years of service he has 
served as chairman of the Lemhi Irrigation 
District, along with various state livestock com-
mittees. He continues to be a great leader in 
water and irrigation policy which benefits wild-
life, fish and agriculture production. 

Having grown up on a farm in the Ririe, 
Idaho area, Stan Boyle understands the value 
of hard work and determination. The Eastern 
Idaho Agricultural Hall of Fame is an addition 
to the lengthy list of accolades awarded to 
Stan. School districts have honored him for his 
role as an educator, he is a member of the 
Idaho 4–H Hall of Fame, and the Bonneville 
County Cattlemen’s Association honored him 
with their Lifetime Achievement Award. As a 
mentor to countless youth in the community, 
Stan has helped shaped the future of agri-
culture in the area. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely thank these individ-
uals for their service and commitment to the 
agriculture communities in Eastern Idaho. 

CONDEMNING THE SEVENTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SYRIAN CIVIL 
WAR 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, as the Rank-
ing Democratic Member of the Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (U.S. Hel-
sinki Commission), I rise today to denounce 
the human rights abuses taking place across 
the globe. In particular, I call attention to the 
ongoing Syrian Civil War. 

Since 2011, it is estimated that almost 
500,000 Syrians have been killed with millions 
more displaced, creating a refugee crisis 
across Europe and the Middle East. On March 
15th, we will sadly mark the seventh anniver-
sary of the Syrian Civil War, which is one of 
the bloodiest wars of the last 70 years. 

I traveled to Syria in January 2010 and per-
sonally met with President Bashar aI-Assad. 
As I pressed him on the importance of hon-
oring the right of his people to exercise their 
civil liberties and fundamental freedoms, I 
knew immediately that he would not give in. 
Many others, like me, recognized this long be-
fore civil war erupted. And yet, years have 
passed without the necessary effort by the 
international community to stop the violence. 

On May 28, 2013, I sent a letter to former 
President Barack Obama and Ambassador 
Susan Rice, urging them to support imposing 
a no-fly zone over Syria, particularly in light of 
the continued indiscriminate shelling of inno-
cent civilians and the use of chemical weap-
ons by the Assad regime. I renewed my calls 
for a no-fly zone to President Obama again on 
September 25, 2015. 

Mr. Speaker, what we have witnessed since 
the start of this civil war is indiscriminate, bru-
tal attacks against civilians. The international 
community must no longer sit idly by and let 
more families be torn apart and more civilians 
become refugees. 

According to the United Nations (UN), near-
ly 3 million Syrian children have lived their en-
tire lives gripped by civil war. This is abso-
lutely outrageous, and something needs to 
happen, and it needs to happen now. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been seven years, let 
me repeat myself, seven years, since this civil 
war began. This crisis, in which millions of in-
nocent Syrians find themselves today, de-
mands our full attention and fervent commit-
ment to creating a strategy that will bring an 
end to the deplorable conditions facing the 
Syrian people. The need for immediate and 
strong action remains. With each passing day, 
the violence has grown more sectarian, milita-
rized, and radicalized at the cost of innocent 
Syrian lives. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE AMERICAN 
VITICULTURAL AREAS RESOLU-
TION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today 
Rep. LEE ZELDIN and I are introducing a reso-

lution that celebrates America’s wineries and 
vineyards and recognizes the importance of 
distinctive American winegrowing regions, in-
cluding those protected by American 
Viticultural Area (AVA) designations. 

I am particularly proud of Oregon’s AVAs 
and the world-renown pinots they produce. 
Nationally, there are more than 10,000 
wineries operating in all 50 states. These eco-
nomic powerhouses generated, directly and in-
directly, more than $219 billion for the United 
States economy last year and directly employ 
nearly 1 million Americans. Together, they 
make 10 percent of global wine production. 

American Viticultural Areas (AVAs) are des-
ignated wine-growing regions in the United 
States that have distinguishing features affect-
ing viticulture, including climate, geology, soils, 
physical features, and elevation. This year 
marks the 40th anniversary of the creation of 
the American Viticulture Area designation sys-
tem. AVA designations allow vintners to de-
scribe more accurately the origin of their wines 
and help them build and enhance the reputa-
tion and value of the wines they produce. 
They also help consumers identify wines they 
wish to purchase. 

For these reasons, we ask our colleagues to 
join us in recognizing the significant contribu-
tions to the economic and cultural life of the 
nation made by American wines and distinc-
tive American wine-growing regions and ac-
knowledging the value of American Viticultural 
Area designation in promoting American wines 
domestically and abroad. Together we should 
continue to support efforts to promote aware-
ness of and appreciation for distinctive Amer-
ican winegrowing. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LANETT WINNING 
AHSAA CLASS 2A HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL TITLE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Lanett High School for winning the Ala-
bama High School Athletic Association 
(AHSAA) Class 2A basketball state title for the 
third year in a row. 

This three-peat came after The Panthers 
beat St. Luke’s Episcopal on March 2, 2018 at 
the Legacy Arena at the BJCC in Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the students and faculty of Lanett High 
School, the coaches, the players and all the 
Panthers fans on this exciting achievement for 
the third consecutive year. Go Panthers. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on March 5, 
2018, I was not present for votes due to a 
medical procedure in my District. If I had been 
present, I would have voted: 

On Roll Call vote 92, on the Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H.R. 3183, I would 
have voted Aye; and 
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On Roll Call vote 93, on the Motion to Sus-

pend the Rules and Pass, as Amended, H.R. 
4406, I would have voted Aye. 

On March 6, 2018, I was not present for 
votes due to flight delays. If I had been 
present, I would have voted: 

On Roll Call vote 94, on the Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions to H.R. 4607, I would 
have voted Aye; and 

On Roll Call vote 95, on Passage of H.R. 
4607, I would have voted No. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea on Roll Call 
No. 92, and Yea on Roll Call No. 93. 

f 

HONORING COMMANDER 
CHRISTOPHER A. WEECH 

HON. CARLOS CURBELO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Commander Christopher A. 
Weech of the United States Navy. Com-
mander Weech has made a career of defend-
ing our nation’s freedom on the high seas for 
the past 34 years. Commander Weech was 
born and attended school in Key West, Flor-
ida, the southernmost point of Florida’s 26th 
District and the United States. CDR Weech’s 
military service has taken him far and wide. 
He has crossed the Equator four times and 
was initiated into the Solemn Mysteries of the 
Ancient Order of Shellbacks on 9 October 
1990. His commitment and dedication to serv-
ing our nation have earned Commander 
Weech the Meritorious Service Medal, Joint 
Service Commendation Medal, Navy Com-
mendation Medal (5 Gold Stars) and the Navy 
Achievement Medal (1 Gold Star). CDR 
Weech’s final assignment was as the Assist-
ant Chief of Staff for Training and Exercises 
on the staff of Commander, U.S. Fleet Cyber 
Command/U.S. TENTH Fleet. 

Now, after 34 years of service Commander 
Weech has decided to retire from the Navy. 
His leadership will certainly be missed, but we 
look forward to Commander Weech becoming 
an active part of the community as a civilian. 

His wife Jennifer and two daughters Jenna 
and Britain have a lot to be proud of. I am 
honored to recognize individuals such as CDR 
Weech who have given so much in service to 
our nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT FIRST 
CLASS SAMMY L. DAVIS 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Sergeant First Class 

Sammy L. Davis and congratulate him on re-
ceiving the Sachem Award. The Sachem 
Award, our state’s highest honor, is given an-
nually to a Hoosier with a lifetime of excel-
lence and moral virtue that has brought credit 
and honor to the state of Indiana. 

Sergeant First Class Davis has certainly met 
the criteria for this prestigious award. As a 
cannoneer with the 4th Artillery Regiment of 
the 9th Infantry Division, Sammy was sta-
tioned in South Vietnam in 1967. One day, his 
unit fell under heavy machine gun and mortar 
fire from the Vietcong. Without hesitation, 
Sammy manned a howitzer to provide cover 
for his unit. The howitzer caught fire and 
Sammy was blown into a foxhole after being 
struck by an enemy rifle round. Sergeant 
Davis courageously returned to the burning ar-
tillery piece to continue returning fire on the 
enemy. Although he sustained serious injuries 
from an enemy mortar round, Sammy picked 
up an air mattress and crossed a nearby river 
to rescue his wounded comrades. 

For his actions, President Lyndon B. John-
son awarded Sammy the Congressional Medal 
of Honor for extraordinary heroism at the risk 
of his life in 1968. Additionally, Sergeant First 
Class Davis was awarded the Silver Star, Pur-
ple Heart, National Defense Service Medal, 
Vietnam Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross and Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal for his actions. 

I would like to congratulate Sammy and his 
wife, Dixie, on receiving this important award. 
Hoosiers are proud of the accomplishments of 
Sergeant First Class Sammy L. Davis and 
thank him for his service to our nation. 

f 

HONORING MS. MONICA MALPASS 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Philadelphia staple 
Monica Malpass. A leading figure in her indus-
try and inductee to the Broadcast Pioneers 
Hall of Fame, Monica has been a vital contrib-
utor to the Philadelphia broadcasting world. 
Since 1988, the people of my district have en-
joyed watching her co-anchor the Action News 
at 5 p.m. Throughout her time in Philadelphia, 
Monica has been an active citizen in her com-
munity, raising her three kids in Center City. 

With a BA from UNC Chapel Hill in jour-
nalism and an MA in Political Science from 
Villanova, Monica brings a wealth of knowl-
edge to her interviews and roundtables. Just 
as impressive, Monica was a Rotary Scholar 
to the University of Puerto Rico, a graduate 
from the Brookings Institute’s ‘‘Inside Wash-
ington’’ program and a member of the World 
Affairs Council. This unique combination of 
education and experience has made Monica a 
distinguished and esteemed broadcaster. 

Monica’s credibility has allowed her to inter-
view some of the most important leaders in 
our nation’s modem history. That list includes 
President Barack Obama, President Gerald 
Ford, Vice President Joseph Biden, Vice 
President George H. W. Bush, Secretary Clin-
ton, and most astoundingly every U.S. sen-
ator, congressman, governor, state senator 
and representative from Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Delaware for the past 30 years. 

Beyond interviews, Monica has been involved 
in conferences, panels and award shows and 
has emceed the PA Conference for Women 
numerous times. 

Her leadership and skill will continue to be 
a crucial asset not only to the Philadelphia 
community, but to the entire media industry. 
Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing Monica’s years of service to the city of 
Philadelphia. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
MARFAN AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize February as National Marfan 
Awareness Month with the hope that in-
creased awareness of Marfan syndrome and 
related heritable connective tissue disorders 
will save lives. 

Marfan syndrome is a rare genetic condi-
tion. About 1 in 5,000 Americans carries a mu-
tation in a gene called fibrillin–l which results 
in an overproduction of a protein called trans-
forming growth factor beta, or TGFB. The in-
creased TGFB impacts connective tissue and, 
since connective tissue is found throughout 
the body, Marfan syndrome features can 
manifest almost anywhere. Patients often have 
disproportionately long limbs, a protruding or 
indented chest bone, curved spine, and loose 
joints. However, it is not the outward signs 
that concern Marfan syndrome patients, but 
the effects the condition has on the body’s in-
ternal systems. Most notably, the aorta, which 
is the large artery that carries blood away from 
the heart, is weakened and prone to enlarge-
ment and potentially fatal rupture. 

An early and accurate diagnosis, regular 
monitoring, and medical interventions are nec-
essary to prevent cardiac events. This is why 
I believe it is important to develop a program 
to support, assist, and encourage states to in-
corporate Marfan syndrome testing into their 
sports screening criteria for at-risk young ath-
letes. Few states include Marfan syndrome 
testing in their sports screening for high school 
athletes which leads to Marfan syndrome-re-
lated thoracic aortic aneurysm and dissection, 
claiming the lives of young athletes across the 
country each year. 

I am proud to know the nation’s foremost or-
ganization working to support the Marfan com-
munity, the Marfan Foundation, through their 
strong advocacy work on Capitol Hill. The 
Foundation was founded in 1981 and has 
worked tirelessly to improve the lives of indi-
viduals affected by Marfan syndrome and re-
lated connective tissue disorders by advancing 
research, raising awareness, and providing 
support. 

I urge my colleagues to stand with me and 
reflect on the work that needs to be done to 
ensure that patients with rare conditions can 
expect to see sustained and meaningful im-
provements in their health and care over the 
next 30 years. I urge my colleagues to stand 
with me and recognize National Marfan 
Awareness Month. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today I voted 
Yes on final passage of H.R. 1917, when I in-
tended to vote No. The bill would delay com-
pliance with an EPA regulation which would 
reduce toxic emissions produced in the manu-
facturing of brick and clay ceramic tiles until all 
judicial review has been completed. The man-
ufacturing of brick and clay tiles can emit 
toxics such as mercury and arsenic, both of 
which cause severe harm to human health. 
There is no need for this legislation; the law 
already allows judges to postpone regulations 
from taking effect. Under the bill, companies 
that make brick and clay tiles could continually 
file law suits, regardless of the merits, in effect 
killing the regulation. Further delaying the reg-
ulations means continuing to expose Ameri-
cans to deadly toxic air pollution. 

f 

HONORING THE CUMBERLAND 
VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY 
CHEERLEADING SQUAD ON PLAC-
ING THIRD PLACE AT THE 2018 
NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I extend my 
sincere congratulations to the Cumberland 
Valley High School Varsity Cheerleading 
squad on earning 3rd Place at the 2018 Na-
tional High School Cheerleading Champion-
ships, February 10–11, in Orlando, Florida. 
This is the third time that Cumberland Valley 
has earned a slot at the national champion-
ships. 

The Team practiced four to five days a 
week in preparation for this event. Their work 
ethic continues a standard of excellence for 
Cumberland Valley, who’s won the District 
Three Championship in each of the last eight 
years, and won the state tournament four 
times. 

The dedication and perseverance of these 
students sets the standard for all to follow. I 
extend my congratulations to Coach Kristi 
Shaffner, her staff, the school officials, family 
and friends who supported these young 
women on their journey. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late the Cumberland Valley High School Var-
sity Cheerleading squad on this well-earned 
accomplishment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I was unable to vote on Monday, March 5, and 
Tuesday, March 6, 2018, due to the Texas pri-
mary elections. 

If I had been able to vote on Monday, 
March 5, I would have voted as follows: 

On passage of H.R. 3183, to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 13683 James Madison Highway in 
Palmyra, Virginia, as the ‘‘U.S. Navy Seaman 
Dakota Kyle Rigsby Post Office,’’ I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On passage of H.R. 4406, to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 99 Macombs Place in New York, New 
York, as the ‘‘Tuskegee Airman Post Office 
Building,’’ I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

If I had been able to vote on Tuesday, 
March 6, I would have voted as follows: 

On the Democratic Motion to Recommit 
H.R. 4607, the Comprehensive Regulatory Re-
view Act, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On final passage of H.R. 4607, the Com-
prehensive Regulatory Review Act, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 8, 2018 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

MARCH 13 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Central Command and United 
States Africa Command in review of 
the Defense Authorization Request for 
fiscal year 2019 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SH–216 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Communications, Tech-
nology, Innovation, and the Internet 

To hold hearings to examine rebuilding 
infrastructure in America, focusing on 
investing in next generation 
broadband. 

SR–253 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2019 for the Department of the 
Interior. 

SD–366 
10:15 a.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine the Free-

dom of Information Act, focusing on 

the Administration’s progress on re-
forms and looking ahead. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

To hold hearings to examine the cyber 
posture of the Services in review of the 
Defense Authorization Request for fis-
cal year 2019 and the Future Years De-
fense Program; with the possibility of a 
closed session in SVC–217, following the 
open session. 

SR–222 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation 

and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety and Security 

To hold hearings to examine rebuilding 
infrastructure in America, focusing on 
state and local transportation needs. 

SR–253 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine state fra-
gility, growth, and development, focus-
ing on designing policy approaches 
that work. 

SD–419 

MARCH 14 

Time to be announced 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of David Christian Tryon, of 
Ohio, to be Chief Counsel for Advocacy, 
and Hannibal Ware, of the Virgin Is-
lands, to be Inspector General, both of 
the Small Business Administration, 
and other pending calendar business. 

TBA 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Parkland shooting and legislative 
proposals to improve school safety. 

SH–216 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

To hold hearings to examine an original 
bill entitled, ‘‘the Agriculture Creates 
Real Employment (ACRE) Act’’. 

SD–406 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health 

Policy 
To hold hearings to examine Somalia’s 

current security and stability status. 
SD–419 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold a joint hearing with the House 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
multiple veterans service organiza-
tions. 

SD–G50 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine Department 
of Energy atomic energy defense ac-
tivities and programs in review of the 
Defense Authorization Request for fis-
cal year 2019 and the Future Years De-
fense Program. 

SR–232A 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
opioids in Indian country. 

SD–628 
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MARCH 15 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2019 for the Forest Service. 

SD–366 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2019 for the Department of 
State and redesign plans. 

SD–419 

MARCH 21 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the President’s proposed budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2019 for Indian 
Programs. 

SD–628 
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