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RECOGNITION OF CORPORAL 
ROBERT H. MEIER 

HON. DAVE BRAT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Corporal Robert H. Meier. Corporal Meier 
served in the 88th Division which served in 
continuous combat operations for 14 months. 
Corporal Meier would eventually make the ulti-
mate sacrifice as a soldier in Castleforte, Italy 
in 1944 where he was killed in action. Cor-
poral Meier’s nephew, Bob Meier, recognized 
that his uncle should have, in addition to re-
ceiving the Purple Heart, received Combat In-
fantryman’s Badge and Bronze Star. 

Because of Bob Meier’s effort, and the work 
of my staff and the U.S. Army we were able 
to ensure that Corporal Meier received his 
medals posthumously and that his legacy will 
be passed along to future generations. 

f 

CHINA IN AFRICA: THE NEW 
COLONIALISM? 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday we held a hearing on China in Afri-
ca. The hearing analyzed China’s activity and 
engagement in sub-Saharan Africa. In par-
ticular, we looked into what motivates China 
and how Chinese involvement has affected Af-
rican countries. 

While a number of African nations have wel-
comed Chinese engagement and investment, 
it often comes at a cost: a focus on extractive 
industries, entanglement with a neo-mer-
cantilist trade policy and a tendency to adopt 
‘‘worst practices’’ that prop up kleptocrats and 
autocrats—such as the DR Congo’s Joseph 
Kabila—while fueling corruption in an effort to 
win contracts. 

China’s engagement in Africa once was 
driven by revolutionary ideology, motivated by 
competition with the Soviet Union as much as 
it was directed at ‘‘capitalist roaders’’ aligned 
with the United States. In Angola, for example, 
in 1975, Soviet-backed Communists bested 
Chinese-backed revolutionary rivals, including 
Jonas Savimbi, who was a Maoist before he 
was reborn in the 1980s as an anti-Com-
munist freedom fighter. 

Today, China’s one-time Marxist-Leninist- 
Maoist impulse has been softened to the point 
of almost—but not quite—disappearing, with 
revolution replaced by infrastructure projects, 
trade missions, soft loans and scholarships for 
promising African students. 

While on the one hand Africa needs invest-
ment and it needs infrastructure, we see a 
worrisome trend of African countries sliding 
into indebtedness to China, accumulating bur-

dens that may be beyond their capacity to 
meet. 

All too often, the roads China builds are 
meant to allow it access to mineral resources 
that it can extract and ship to China, or are 
part of its ‘‘One-Belt, One-Road’’ initiative 
which is designed to benefit China, ultimately, 
and help it project power. Further, as anyone 
who has been to Africa has observed, these 
grand construction projects often utilize Chi-
nese engineers and workers, not Africans. 

As we heard yesterday from the witnesses, 
nowhere in Africa is the problem of indebted-
ness more pronounced than in Djibouti—a 
strategically important country in the Horn of 
Africa which sits astride the Mandeb Strait, 
and one of only five African countries which 
Secretary of State Tillerson is visiting on his 
trip to Africa this week. 

A former French colony, Djibouti hosts a 
French military base, and an American one at 
Camp Lemonnier. And, since last summer, 
Djibouti also hosts China’s only permanent 
military base outside of China. Query whether 
that concession, fraught with geopolitical impli-
cations, is linked to leverage China is able to 
exert due to Djibouti’s vulnerability on indebt-
edness. 

China’s overall foreign aid and financial le-
verage on the continent has been difficult to 
quantify, as has demonstrating how that trans-
lates into influence. Yeoman work in this re-
gard has been done by AidData at the College 
of William & Mary which, in written testimony 
that was submitted as part of the record today, 
demonstrates a correlation with how an Afri-
can country votes at the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly with how much aid it receives 
from China. 

Another strategically important country with 
high indebtedness to China that the Secretary 
will visit is Ethiopia. It is also a country where 
China has most clearly aligned itself with re-
pressive forces. In addition to assisting the 
government in controlling information flows, 
such as via signal jamming of Voice of Amer-
ican and BBC broadcasts, the Chinese Com-
munist Party has engaged with Ethiopia’s rul-
ing party on ‘‘training and exchanges.’’ 

As the Brookings Institution has docu-
mented, cadres from the ruling Ethiopian Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Democratic Front ‘‘were 
taught comprehensively how to manage their 
own organizational structure, ideological work, 
propaganda system, [and] cadre education.’’ 

Thus, it seems ideology still matters with re-
gard to how China engages Africa. It is no co-
incidence that Ethiopia has become one of the 
most repressive regimes on the continent, and 
the subject of a House resolution focused on 
Ethiopia’s abusive practices that Ms. BASS and 
I have sponsored, H. Res. 128. Whereas the 
U.S. emphasizes good governance, it suits 
China’s interest to train its partners in old-style 
Leninism. 

We also heard from one of our witnesses on 
how China projects power in the form of Con-
fucius Institutes located in close to forty Afri-
can nations. This subcommittee has held 
hearings on how China in our own country 

and elsewhere uses these Institutes to push a 
Sinocentric narrative which aligns with Com-
munist Party propaganda and curtails aca-
demic freedom. 

In addition to utilizing Confucius Institutes to 
train Mandarin speakers and indoctrinate stu-
dents with a pro-China world view, China is 
expanding its media presence in Africa. Kenya 
is the country with the largest penetration of 
Chinese media and the highest level of brand 
recognition, according to our Broadcasting 
Board of Governors, which oversees the Voice 
of America and which recently conducted a 
survey of China’s media presence in Africa. It 
should be noted that of five major international 
networks in Kenya, China’s news broadcasts 
were the least trusted. 

Here also is a thought for Voice of America 
and the Broadcasting Board of Governors to 
consider—add Mandarin programming to the 
repertoire of languages in which you broad-
cast in Africa. By broadcasting objective news 
stories in Mandarin, you will expose not only 
African students learning Mandarin to more 
truthful media, but you will be able to reach 
the estimated million or so Chinese living or 
working in Africa with news that they are oth-
erwise unable to access. 

China is also Kenya’s largest bilateral lend-
er, and one of the three highest debtor nations 
to China in Africa, along with Djibouti and Ethi-
opia. It is also a country where Secretary 
Tillerson will be visiting. On his trip, he may 
want to highlight the following anecdote, which 
I believe aptly contrasts China’s Africa en-
gagement with that of the United States. 

Health commodities supplied by USAID, in-
cluding life-saving anti-retrovirals distributed as 
part of our PEPFAR program and anti-malarial 
commodities, used to be shipped to and 
stored in a warehouse near Nairobi for dis-
tribution not only throughout Kenya, but also in 
neighboring East African countries as well. 

Then in July 2013, Kenya’s parliament im-
posed a 1.5 per cent levy on all imports to 
Kenya to help pay for a nearly $4 billion rail-
road from the port of Mombasa to Nairobi built 
by the state-owned China Road and Bridge 
Corporation. Donated goods—including anti- 
retrovirals for Kenyans living with HIV/AIDS— 
were subject to this levy to help pay Kenya’s 
debt to China. 

As a result of this, the flow of life-saving 
commodities into Kenya and neighboring 
countries was burdened and slowed. Kenya’s 
Ministry of Health offered to step in and pay 
the levy, but their payments were often de-
layed by some two months. Meanwhile, de-
murrage charges attributable to clearance 
delays continued to accrue, and had to be 
paid by the U.S. taxpayer. 

Ultimately, over a year later, Kenya’s par-
liament amended the legislation to exclude do-
nated goods from the Chinese railway-pay-
ment levy, but the damage had been done. 
Today, due to this experience and other fac-
tors related to logistics and a new USAID im-
plementing partner, USAID no longer uses a 
warehouse in Kenya. Storage and distribution 
has been moved offshore, to a location less- 
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centrally located but one hopes less prone to 
disruption. 

How did this warehouse episode, borne out 
of Kenya’s need to repay debt to China, ben-
efit Kenyans suffering from HIV/AIDS? How 
did it affect the ability of Kenya to serve as a 
regional distribution hub for East Africa, with 
all the collateral economic benefits that accrue 
from this purely humanitarian initiative paid for 
by U.S. taxpayers? More broadly, where is 
China’s PEPFAR, or the equivalent of the 
President’s Malaria Initiative? 

These are questions which Africa’s leaders, 
and the African people, need to consider. 

f 

SEPARATE AND UNEQUAL: RACISM 
AND POVERTY 50 YEARS AFTER 
THE KERNER REPORT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
Kerner Report. 

In 1968, the National Advisory Commission 
on Civil Disorders, known as the Kerner Com-
mission, found that the civil unrest in the Afri-
can American community was a result of white 
racism. From employment and housing dis-
crimination to segregated and underfunded 
schools, racism was the root cause of sys-
temic poverty plaguing African Americans. 

In 1969, the theme for Delta Sigma Theta 
under the leadership of the late Frankie Muse 
Freeman was,‘‘One Nation or Two?’’ As we 
continue to ask ourselves that same question 
50 years later, it is clear that civil rights is still 
unfinished business. 

According to 2016 Census data, 12.7 per-
cent of Americans live in poverty. For African 
Americans, the poverty rate is nearly double 
the national rate at 22 percent. And 33 per-
cent of African American children are growing 
up in poverty. 

The persistent racial wealth divide and lack 
of economic progress among African Ameri-
cans is cause for alarm. 

The Black unemployment rate has risen to 
7.7 percent and continues to be nearly double 
that of White workers. In 1968, it was 6.8 per-
cent. 

The median net worth for Black families is 
$17,600, compared to $171,000 for white fam-
ilies. When it comes to homeownership, 71 
percent of White households are homeowners 
compared to 41 percent of Black house-
holds—practically the same as in 1968. 

On the campaign trail, the President said 
inner cities were more dangerous than war 
zones and repeatedly asked the African Amer-
ican community, ‘‘What do you have to lose?’’ 

Every day, the Trump Administration’s eco-
nomic policies make clear what African Ameri-
cans and communities of color have to lose: 
economic opportunity and upward mobility. 

The President’s lopsided tax cut added at 
least $1.5 trillion to the national deficit with 
likely offsets to earned benefits and social 
safety net programs many families depend on 
like Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and 
SNAP. 

The President’s budget would reduce fund-
ing for SNAP by $213 billion over the next 10 

years and force 16 million households to sur-
vive on so-called ‘‘Harvest Boxes’’ that will 
cost more than they save in dollars and 
human capital. These proposed ‘‘ration boxes’’ 
are demeaning to families: shelf stable milk, 
ready to eat cereals, canned meat, fruits and 
vegetables, peanut butter and pasta. Is this 
what we have come to? This is the same Re-
publican Party who told us that we couldn’t 
provide our children healthy meals in schools. 

While roughly 1 in 6 Black households 
spend more than 50 percent of their income 
on housing, the President’s budget eliminates 
the National Housing Trust Fund and U.S. 
Interagency Council on Homelessness, the 
legal aid program which helps families avoid 
unwarranted evictions, the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant program, and the HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program. 

Republicans in Congress and this Adminis-
tration have chosen to rob the American peo-
ple of resources that could put people to work 
building infrastructure, improve public edu-
cation, child care, and health care. Time and 
again, their proposals benefit the wealthy and 
hurt the working poor and communities of 
color. 

It’s no coincidence that the President wants 
to eliminate diversity visas and prevent immi-
grants from Africa and Asia from coming into 
this country. It’s no coincidence that our fellow 
Americans in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puer-
to Rico are still suffering and can’t get the re-
sources needed to truly rebuild after Hurricane 
Irma and Hurricane Maria. Black and Brown 
people are not wanted. They need not apply 
here. 

As we look ahead to the next fifty years, will 
this be one America or two? One Black and 
Brown, one White? One rich, one poor? 

America will only be great if we ensure our 
policies create opportunities for all Americans 
and address the structural racism that pre-
serves the racial wealth divide. If we don’t di-
rect needed resources to communities of high-
est need, they will never catch up. 

f 

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
CAREERS OF TOMMY AARON, 
TONY HERDENER AND BEN LAN-
CASTER 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize three northeast Geor-
gians whom neighbors recently honored at the 
2018 Gainesville American Values Dinner: 
Tommy Aaron, Tony Herdener, and Ben Lan-
caster. 

Tommy Aaron graduated from Gainesville 
High School, where he won the 1955 state 
title in golf. After joining the Professional 
Golfers’ Association Tour, he won the Master’s 
Tournament in 1973. 

Tony Herdener has served the people of 
northeast Georgia as the Chief Financial Offi-
cer of Northeast Georgia Health System for 23 
years. In his position, Herdener grew the orga-
nization into one of the largest health systems 
in Georgia. 

Ben Lancaster serves as an officer at Crys-
tal Farms. Members of AgriTrust of Georgia 
appointed him to their Board of Trustees, 

where he has helped steward a workers’ com-
pensation insurance program to assist agri-
businesses across the state. 

These three men have inspired their neigh-
bors through their leadership, and I’m thankful 
for their example. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES JAY 
DELANEY, RECIPIENT OF THE 
2018 GREATER PITTSTON FRIEND-
LY SONS’ SWINGLE AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize James Jay Delaney, who 
will receive the W. Francis Swingle Award 
from the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick. Jay will be honored formally during 
the Friendly Sons’ 104th annual celebration on 
March 17, 2018. He has been part of the 
Wilkes-Barre Fire Department since 1981 and 
has served as the city’s fire chief for the past 
13 years. 

Chief Delaney is a longtime resident of 
Avoca, Pennsylvania and a graduate of St. 
John the Evangelist High School. He attended 
Luzerne County Community College to study 
Fire Science Technology. He has completed 
advanced course work at the National Fire 
Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland and at the 
Center for Domestic Preparedness in Annis-
ton, Alabama. He is also a certified para-
medic. 

In addition to his role as chief, Delaney 
serves as Wilkes-Barre’s Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator. Under Chief Delaney’s 
leadership, the Wilkes-Barre Fire Department’s 
ISO Public Protection Classification was ele-
vated to Class 2, which put Wilkes-Barre in 
the top 1 percent of fire departments in Penn-
sylvania. He has been responsible for secur-
ing a substantial amount of federal support 
and has made multiple upgrades to the city’s 
emergency response operations and equip-
ment. 

Chief Delaney has earned appointments by 
Governor Ed Rendell to the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission Board of Commissioners 
and by Governor Tom Wolf to the Governor’s 
Advisory Council for Hunting, Fishing, and 
Conservation. 

He resides in the Miners Mills section of 
Wilkes-Barre with his wife, the former Valerie 
Sakaduski. They have three children, Sarah, 
Jamie and Megan and seven grandchildren. 

It is an honor to recognize Chief Delaney as 
he accepts the W. Francis Swingle Award. I 
am grateful to him for having spent his entire 
career in service to the people of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. His 37 years as a firefighter is 
an outstanding contribution to the community. 
I wish him all the best this St. Patrick’s Day. 

f 

DUI REPORTING ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the DUI Reporting Act, a bill I intro-
duced today with my colleague STEVE CHABOT 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:09 Mar 09, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K08MR8.002 E08MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E281 March 8, 2018 
along with the support of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving and a bipartisan coalition of 
Representatives from across the United 
States. 

If enacted, it would address the loophole in 
our nation’s drunken-driving laws that enables 
repeat DUI offenders to be charged and tried; 
as first-time offenders because of inconsistent 
reporting. 

Currently, when police make a drunk driving 
arrest, they don’t always have access to infor-
mation about all of the driver’s previous ar-
rests for driving under the influence. 

The reason is because not all police report 
DUI arrests to either the National Crime Infor-
mation Center, or ‘‘NCIC’’ for short, or the 
Next Generation Identification database, or 
‘‘NGI,’’ which are the national crime databases 
that can be made instantly available to police 
right from their patrol cars. 

The consequences of this lack of reporting 
can prove tragic. Just a few years ago there 
was a terrible accident in northern Mississippi, 
just outside of my Congressional District. Two 
teenagers from Memphis were killed when the 
car they were driving was struck by a drunk 
driver who had accrued seven DUI charges 
since 2008 and had been allowed to plead 
guilty five times to a first-offense DUI. 

When the law enforcement officer ran the 
suspect’s driving record in the national data-
base, his past DUI convictions never showed 
up. 

This is shameful. A DUI somewhere should 
be recognized as a DUI anywhere. It should 
not matter where you were caught driving 
drunk. If you drive drunk, previous offenses 
should be recorded and penalties should in-
crease so innocent lives can be saved. 

The accrual of multiple first-time DUI of-
fenses is unconscionable and must be brought 
to an end. 

Our bill will save lives by enacting common- 
sense, bipartisan reforms to harmonize report-
ing standards for DUI offenses across the 
states. 

I urge my colleagues to help pass it quickly. 
f 

SALUTING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF JONA-
THAN DOS SANTOS RAMÍREZ 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to salute Jonathan dos Santos Ramı́rez for his 
many positive contributions to Los Angeles 
and beyond, both as a prominent soccer play-
er and as an active member of the community. 

Jonathan was born April 26, 1990, in Mon-
terey, Mexico, as the youngest of three chil-
dren born to Geraldo Francisco dos Santos 
and Liliana Ramı́rez. A member of FC Barce-
lona’s famed youth academy system, La 
Masia, Jonathan made his eventual debut with 
the senior team as a 19-year-old during a 
match in Spain’s Copa del Rey. He remained 
in Barcelona through 2014, making 29 appear-
ances in all competitions, including matches 
played in the UEFA Champions’ League, La 
Liga Super Copa, and the Copa del Rey. 

In 2014, Jonathan transferred to Villarreal 
CF in La Liga, where he developed into one 
of Spain’s standout midfielders. During his 

time with the club, he has made over 120 ap-
pearances in all competitions, while scoring 
seven times and adding eight assists. Inter-
nationally, he has made 29 appearances in all 
competitions as a member of the Mexican Na-
tional Team, including matches in FIFA World 
Cup Qualifying and the FIFA Confederations 
Cup. 

Jonathan’s extraordinary soccer career, and 
his hard work to reach his goals, are an inspi-
ration to young people around the world. As a 
new member of the Los Angeles Galaxy, he 
has become an incredible role model through-
out Southern California. 

Jonathan joined the Galaxy as the team’s 
third Designated Player on July 28, 2017, and 
plays alongside his brother, Giovani dos 
Santos Ramı́rez. Since joining the Galaxy, 
Jonathan’s passion for giving back has in-
spired his many philanthropic efforts in the LA 
community. In July 2017, he and Giovani 
hosted a community soccer clinic based on 
the values and techniques they have learned 
during their careers. The brothers wanted to 
contribute to the educational and athletic de-
velopment of aspiring low-income young soc-
cer players by shaping their skills, instilling vir-
tues such as respect, humility, and teamwork, 
and setting them on a path to success. 

On March 17,2018, Jonathan will once 
again support the community and appear for 
his fans in South Gate, California, to support 
the biggest Soccer Community Tournament in 
Los Angeles County history. The tournament 
is being hosted by the largest Latin regional 
record label, DEL Records, a company 
headquartered in Bell Gardens in my 40th 
Congressional District. 

Jonathan Dos Santos Ramı́rez has shown 
exemplary commitment to the people of Los 
Angeles and beyond, and I am pleased to rec-
ognize his work as an athlete and philan-
thropist. I hope my colleagues will join me in 
recognizing his varied contributions and posi-
tive impact. 

f 

SEPARATE AND UNEQUAL: RACISM 
AND POVERTY 50 YEARS AFTER 
THE KERNER REPORT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman EVANS for anchoring this very 
important Special Order on the subject of the 
famous Kerner Commission Report and the 
persistence of economic inequality and pov-
erty in America. 

Together, we stand, firmly committed to 
combating poverty. 

Poverty in America reaches into all regions 
of the country, urban and rural, and affects 
millions of persons of all races, ethnicities, 
creed, ages, and gender. 

However, it seems that far too often, and for 
far too long, the African American community 
has been disproportionately disadvantaged. 

Three years ago we marked the 50th anni-
versary of the Watts Rebellion in Los Angeles, 
which was followed in the succeeding two 
years by the long hot summers and outbreaks 
of civil unrest in Detroit, Newark, Washington, 
D.C., Baltimore, and Gary, Indiana. 

The 1967 civil unrest and disturbances in 
Detroit and Newark prompted President Lyn-
don Johnson to establish the National Advi-
sory Commission on Civil Disorders, an 11- 
member commission, chaired by Illinois Gov-
ernor Otto Kerner. 

The mandate of the Kerner Commission 
was to identify the underlying cause of the civil 
unrest in communities across the country. 

On February 29, 1968, following several 
field trips to troubled communities, the Com-
mission released its 176-page report that ex-
amined cultural and institutional racism, from 
segregated schools and housing discrimination 
to generational poverty and limited economic 
opportunity. 

The Kerner Report brought attention to the 
racial tension and divide that communities of 
color were facing nationwide. 

It is important to recall two of the more im-
portant conclusions of the Kerner Report. 

First, the Commission concluded that: 
‘‘Discrimination and segregation have long 

permeated much of American life; they now 
threaten the future of every American. This 
deepening racial division is not inevitable. The 
movement apart can be reversed. Choice is 
still possible. Our principal task is to define 
that choice and to press for a national resolu-
tion. To pursue our present course will involve 
the continuing polarization of the American 
community and, ultimately, the destruction of 
basic democratic values.’’ 

Second, the Commission concluded that: 
‘‘No American—white or black—can escape 

the consequences of the continuing social and 
economic decay of our major cities. Only a 
commitment to national action on an unprece-
dented scale can shape a future compatible 
with the historic ideals of American society.’’ 

The Kerner Commission called for bold poli-
cies to counter decades of political failure, 
such as investment in much-needed social 
services, housing, and education programs 
and incentivizing diversity among law enforce-
ment. 

In the wake of the upheaval, the Civil Rights 
Act of 1968 outlawing housing discrimination 
was signed into law. 

Consequently, the past 50 years have seen 
the most progress towards equality than any 
point in our nation’s history. 

Over the last five decades, African Ameri-
cans have seen substantial gains in high 
school completion rates. 

High school graduation rates are up to 92.3 
percent. 

College graduation rates have also im-
proved for African Americans. 

Among 25–29-year-olds, less than one in 10 
(9.1 percent) had a college degree in 1968, a 
figure that has climbed to almost one in four 
(22.8 percent) today. 

Over the same period, however, college 
completion expanded for whites at a similar 
pace, rising from 16.2 percent in 1968 to 42.1 
percent today, leaving the relative situation of 
African Americans basically unchanged: in 
1968 African Americans were just over half 
(56.0 percent) as likely as whites to have a 
college degree, a situation that is essentially 
the same today (54.2 percent). 

America has made some improvements, but 
African Americans continue to face some of 
the same obstacles identified in the Kerner 
Report. 

The unemployment rate for African Ameri-
cans in 2017 (the last full year of data) was 
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7.5 percent, 0.8 percentage points higher than 
it was in 1968 (6.7 percent). 

The unemployment rate for whites was 3.8 
percent in 2017 and 3.2 percent in 1968. 

The unemployment data for these two 
years, almost 50 years apart, demonstrate a 
longstanding and unfortunate economic regu-
larity: the unemployment rate for black work-
ers is consistently about twice as high as it is 
for white workers. 

Today, hourly wage black workers who 
could get jobs still only made 82.5 cents on 
every dollar earned by the typical white work-
er. 

In, 1968, black infants were about 1.9 times 
as likely to die as white infants; today, the in-
fant mortality rate is 2.3 times higher for Afri-
can Americans. 

On average, an African American born 
today can still expect to live about 3.5 fewer 
years than a white person born on the same 
day. 

In 1968, African Americans were about 5.4 
times as likely as whites to be in prison or jail; 
compared to today, African Americans are 6.4 
times as likely as whites to be incarcerated, 
which is especially troubling given that whites 
are also much more likely to be incarcerated 
now than they were in 1968. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear the inequalities and 
disparities that ignited hundreds of American 
cities in the 1960s still exist and have not 
been eliminated over the last half-century. 

Fifty years ago, the Kerner Commission pro-
posed bold recommendations to address the 
issues of poverty and racism that plague the 
African-American community, including: 

Investmnts in housing programs to combat 
de facto segregation in communities; 

Investments in K–12 and higher education 
to provide equal access to quality education; 

Investments in job training programs to en-
sure equal employment opportunities. 

Unfortunately, those recommendations have 
not been fully heeded over the past half-cen-
tury. 

The time has come for Congress to rededi-
cate itself to making bold investments nec-
essary to eliminate economic inequality of op-
portunity in every corner of our great nation. 

If these investments are not made, our na-
tion will remain separate and unequal for an-
other 50 years. 

I urge my colleagues in Congress, and all 
Americans, to look at what unites us rather 
than what divides us. 

We are linked by our compassion, and 
bound by the fundamental edict of the Amer-
ican Dream that says we will strive to provide 
our children with a better life than we had. 

We can, and we must, find the common 
ground necessary to make this dream a reality 
for Americans of every race and creed, nation-
ality and religion, gender and sexual orienta-
tion; indeed for every American wherever he 
or she may live in this great land regardless 
of what he or she looks like or who they may 
love. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF WALTER DARTLAND 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Walter Dartland— 

a leader in Florida who recently lost his battle 
with lymphoma. He was a gentleman and an 
honest man. 

Throughout his life, Walter worked to help 
people, whether that be in the Marine Corps, 
or as a university professor back home in Flor-
ida, he always gave of himself to better the 
lives of others. 

Walter was an attorney by trade, and spent 
much of his life fighting for the ‘‘little guy’’ in 
consumer advocacy. In fact, one of his great-
est achievements was Florida’s Lemon Law— 
protecting car buyers across the state from ve-
hicles that were brand new, but faulty. 

Walter dedicated his life to giving a voice to 
those who needed it most. Aside from advo-
cacy, his wife of 36 years Diana, children, and 
grandchildren were the greatest joys in his life. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
memory of Walter Dartland. He was a class 
act and a sincere advocate for the very best 
of America. Semper Fi. 

f 

HONORING MR. TOM COLE OF THE 
EAST KINGSTON FIRE DEPART-
MENT 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect that I rise today to recognize Mr. Tom 
Cole who has served as a member of the East 
Kingston Fire Department for fifty years. 

A broad thinker and steward of the Ulster 
County community, I admire Mr. Cole’s curi-
osity. Even though he has many years of ex-
perience, having served as Fire Chief and re-
sponded to many unique situations, Mr. Cole 
is an eager student, always willing to improve 
his skills and expand his knowledge. 

Members of our local fire service play an 
important role in our Upstate communities, 
selflessly responding to emergency situations 
and safeguarding our neighborhoods. The 
commitment of Mr. Cole to our state through 
his fifty years with the East Kingston Fire De-
partment is a milestone very few have 
reached. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in honoring Mr. Cole for his 
lifetime of hard work and dedicated service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF 
MOUNT CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the City of Mount Clemens, Michigan, 
as it celebrates its 200th Anniversary of its 
founding and designation as the county seat 
of Macomb County. I have been proud to rep-
resent this vibrant community for more than 25 
years. 

In 1818, Governor of the Michigan Territory, 
Lewis Cass, established the County of 
Macomb, and designated Mount Clemens, 
which had been settled by explorer Christian 
Clemens, as the county seat. When Michigan 
became the 26th state admitted to the Union 
in 1837, Clemens’s settlement was incor-

porated as a village and then later voted to 
become a city. 

In the 1870’s mineral water wells were dis-
covered throughout Mount Clemens and soon 
people from all over the world were traveling 
there to experience the healing waters, includ-
ing Hollywood stars Clark Gable and Mae 
West, and sports icons Babe Ruth and Jack 
Dempsey. Mount Clemens became known as 
‘‘Bath City’’ and the bath industry thrived in 
this community. 

The ‘‘Capital of Macomb’’, Mount Clemens, 
has a lot to offer its residents and the sur-
rounding communities. Not only is it the hub of 
county government and services, but Mount 
Clemens is also the center of many cultural 
and recreational activities. It is home to vibrant 
institutions, including the Anton Art Center and 
the Crocker House Museum, along with sev-
eral other historical museums. From its parks 
and riverfront to its growing downtown, the city 
offers many community concerts, festivals, 
and a weekly Farmers Market. And every 
Fourth of July, residents gather together for a 
bike parade through the neighborhood to cele-
brate the holiday. 

Oakland University has a campus in down-
town Mount Clemens, and the city is home to 
two strong hospital systems, McLaren 
Macomb and Henry Ford Macomb, and a 
community health center, MyCare. A favorite 
gathering place in the community is the Mount 
Clemens Public Library, one of the two oldest 
public libraries in Michigan. 

Over the years, I have been especially 
grateful to be able to spend time with the stu-
dents in Mount Clemens. Whether it’s been 
playing basketball with them at the Jermaine 
Jackson Community Center or talking to the 
students at the High School about the civil 
rights marches in Selma and the passing of 
the Voting Rights Act, I have seen firsthand 
their passion and thoughtfulness about the 
community and about important issues. My of-
fice has also worked closely with the commu-
nity to support and grow the Mount Clemens 
Community Coalition for Youth and Families, a 
community anti-drug coalition leading the way 
in preventing substance abuse and creating a 
safe and healthy city for our young people. 

Over the years, I have been proud to work 
with city leaders and to fight for federal dollars 
to support this hardworking community. The 
Recovery Act provided funding for public safe-
ty and public housing programs. And through 
the Neighborhood Stabilization Program, the 
city was able to purchase several blighted and 
vacant residential buildings slated for demoli-
tion and acquire property to become part of 
Clemens Park. 

Money through the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative has helped improve the Clinton River 
that flows through the city and supported habi-
tat improvements on the Clinton River Spillway 
that connects the Clinton River to Lake St. 
Clair. We worked with the city of Mount 
Clemens to get funding to dredge the Clinton 
River channel in downtown. And we joined 
with other members of the delegation to bring 
funding to replace deteriorated sidewalks with 
pedestrian and bike trails. 

Residents and leaders will gather on March 
10, 2018, to celebrate the past, present and 
future of this great community. As the City of 
Mount Clemens commemorates this mile-
stone, I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the leaders, residents, churches, 
businesses, and organizations that make this 
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city so great. And I especially want to thank 
the residents of Mount Clemens who have 
provided me with the honor of representing 
them in Congress for more than 25 years. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I regrettably 
missed votes on Tuesday March 6, 2018. I 
had intended to vote ‘‘yes’’ on Roll Call vote 
94, and ‘‘no’’ on vote 95. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZING THE HERITAGE, 
CULTURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF LATINAS IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, the month of 
March celebrates Women’s History Month. As 
a proud father, I am honored to recognize 
Latinas this month and believe in the impor-
tance of investing in the next generation of 
Latinas. 

One in six women in the United States is a 
Latina. There are currently over 27 million 
Latina women living in the United States. 
Latinas are vital contributing members of our 
American society through their work in busi-
ness, education, science and technology, en-
gineering, mathematics, literature and the arts, 
the military, and public service at all levels of 
government. 

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, 
let’s honor Latina women and their history. 
Therefore, today, I am introducing a resolution 
on International Women’s Day, March 8, 2018, 
that celebrates the heritage, culture, and con-
tributions of Latinas in the United States. 

f 

CELEBRATING FRANCES NORRIS’ 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Frances Norris, a 
neighbor from Dawsonville who celebrated her 
100th birthday on January 31. 

Originally from the state of Kansas, Mrs. 
Norris lived there with her family until the Dust 
Bowl hit in 1939, forcing them to make a new 
home in southern California. Five years ago, 
Mrs. Norris moved to northeast Georgia with 
her son and his family. 

Mrs. Norris built a rich career that included 
managing both a school cafeteria and a con-
struction company. In her spare time, she 
loves to garden, a hobby that stemmed from 
her childhood on a farm. 

In her 100 years of life, Mrs. Norris has 
seen America change and grow. She’s experi-

enced two World Wars and seen the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. According to her, the secret to a 
long life is ‘‘walking and playing bingo.’’ 

I can imagine how wonderful it has been for 
Mrs. Norris’ friends and neighbors to learn 
from a woman with her wisdom. As loved 
ones continue to celebrate a new year of life, 
I join them in wishing Mrs. Norris a very happy 
birthday. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 53RD ANNI-
VERSARY OF BLOODY SUNDAY, 
TURNAROUND TUESDAY, AND 
THE FINAL MARCH FROM SELMA 
TO MONTGOMERY 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, fifty-three 
years ago, in Selma, Alabama, hundreds of 
heroic souls risked their lives for freedom and 
to secure the right to vote for all Americans by 
their participation in marches for voting rights 
on ‘‘Bloody Sunday,’’ ‘‘Turnaround Tuesday,’’ 
or the final, completed march from Selma to 
Montgomery. 

Those ‘‘foot soldiers’’ of Selma, brave and 
determined men and women, boys and girls, 
persons of all races and creeds, loved their 
country so much that they were willing to risk 
their lives to make it better, to bring it even 
closer to its founding ideals. 

The foot soldiers marched because they be-
lieved that all persons have dignity and the 
right to equal treatment under the law, and in 
the making of the laws, which is the funda-
mental essence of the right to vote. 

On March 15, 1965, before a joint session 
of the Congress and the eyes of the nation, 
President Lyndon Johnson explained to the 
nation the significance of ‘‘Bloody Sunday’’: 

‘‘I speak tonight for the dignity of man and 
the destiny of democracy. . . . 

‘‘At times history and fate meet at a single 
time in a single place to shape a turning point 
in man’s unending search for freedom. 

‘‘So it was at Lexington and Concord. 
‘‘So it was a century ago at Appomattox. 
‘‘So it was last week in Selma, Alabama.’’ 
The previous Sunday, March 7, 1965, more 

than 600 civil rights demonstrators, including 
our beloved colleague, Congressman John 
Lewis of Georgia, were brutally attacked by 
state and local police at the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge as they marched from Selma to Mont-
gomery in support of the right to vote. 

‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ was a defining moment in 
American history because it crystallized for the 
nation the necessity of enacting a strong and 
effective federal law to protect the right to vote 
of every American. 

No one who witnessed the violence and 
brutally suffered by the foot soldiers for justice 
who gathered at the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
will ever forget it; the images are deeply 
seared in the American memory and experi-
ence. 

Mr. Speaker, what is so moving, heroic, and 
awe-inspiring is that the foot soldiers of Selma 
faced their heavily armed adversaries fortified 
only by their love for their country and for 
each other and their audacious faith in a right-
eous cause. 

The example set by the foot soldiers of 
Selma showed everyone, here in America and 

around the world, that there is no force on 
earth as powerful as an idea whose time has 
come. 

These great but nameless persons won the 
Battle of Selma and helped redeem the great-
est nation on earth. 

But we should not forget that the victory 
came at great cost and that many good and 
dear persons lost their lives to win for others 
the right to vote. 

Men like Jimmy Lee Jackson, who was shot 
by Alabama state trooper as he tried to protect 
his mother and grandmother from being beat-
en for participating in a peaceful voting rights 
march in Marion, Alabama. 

Women like Viola Liuzzo, a housewife and 
mother of five, who had journeyed to Selma 
from Detroit to join the protests after wit-
nessing on television the events at Edmund 
Pettus Bridge on ‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ and who 
was shot and killed by Klansmen while driving 
back from a trip shuttling fellow voting rights 
marchers to the Montgomery airport. 

Persons of faith, goodwill, and non-violence 
like the Reverend James Reeb of Boston, a 
minister from Boston who heeded the call of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to come 
to Selma and who succumbed to the head in-
juries he suffered at the hands of his white su-
premacists attackers on March 9, two days 
after Bloody Sunday. 

Mr. Speaker, in the face of unspeakable 
hostility, violence, brutality, and hatred, the 
foot soldiers of Selma would not be deterred— 
would not be moved—would not be turned 
around. 

They kept their eyes on the prize and held 
on. 

And help came the very next week when 
President Johnson announced to the nation 
that he would send to Congress for immediate 
action a law designed to eliminate illegal bar-
riers to the right to vote by striking down ‘‘re-
strictions to voting in all elections—Federal, 
State, and local—which have been used to 
deny Negroes the right to vote.’’ 

On August 6, 1965, that legislation—the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965—was signed into 
law by President Johnson and for the next 48 
years did more to expand our democracy and 
empower racial and language minorities than 
any act of government since the Emancipation 
Proclamation and adoption of the Civil War 
Amendments. 

But our work is not done; the dreams of Dr. 
King and of all those who gave their lives in 
the struggle for justice are not behind us but 
still before us. 

Mr. Speaker, in the wake of the Supreme 
Court’s 2013 ruling in Shelby County v. Hold-
er, which severely crippled the Voting Rights 
Act, we have seen many states across our na-
tion move to enact legislation designed to limit 
the ability of women, the elderly, and racial 
and language minorities to exercise their right 
to vote. 

To honor the memory of the foot soldiers of 
Selma, we must rededicate ourselves to a 
great task remaining before us—to repair the 
damage done to the Voting Rights Act by 
working to pass H.R. 2978, the Voting Rights 
Advancement Act of 2017, which I am proud 
to be one of the original co-sponsors. 

As I have stated many times, the 1965 Vot-
ing Rights Act is no ordinary piece of legisla-
tion. 

For millions of Americans, and for many in 
Congress, it is sacred treasure, earned by the 
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sweat and toil and tears and blood of ordinary 
Americans who showed the world it was pos-
sible to accomplish extraordinary things. 

As we remember and honor the foot sol-
diers of Selma, let us resolve also to restore 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, so that it re-
mains a lasting monument to their heroism 
and devotion to the country they loved. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF CAPTAIN GEORGE FRANK 
MYLES, JR. 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with great sadness to honor the life and leg-
acy of my dear friend, Captain George Frank 
Myles, Jr. George passed away peacefully on 
March 4, 2018 at the age of 69 in Boca Raton, 
Florida. He was a husband, father, grand-
father, brother, nephew, uncle, friend, and 
dedicated public servant. George is survived 
by his wife of 46 years, Jacqueline Williams 
Myles; their three daughters: Tequisha, 
Kendyll, and Kersti Myles; one grandchild Sa-
vannah; sister, Fossteen Reese (Ellenwood, 
GA); brother, Michael Myles (Augusta, GA); 
aunt, Juanita Phillips (Decatur, GA); and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
godchildren. 

A native of Augusta, Georgia, George was 
a star football and basketball player at T.W. 
Josey High School. Through football, he at-
tended Morris Brown College in Atlanta, GA. 
In 1970, George graduated with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Sociology and a Minor in Psy-
chology. That same year, ‘‘Brick’’ Myles, as he 
was known on the football field, was drafted 
by the Miami Dolphins. As his professional 
football career was beginning, his draft num-
ber was called to serve his country. As the 
first African American to graduate from the 
Georgia Military Institute’s Officers Candidates 
School in Milledgeville, Georgia, George sub-
sequently joined the Florida National Guard. 

In 1971, George went to work for Sears, 
Roebuck & Co., and became a manager there 
in 1983. He served as General Manager at the 
Westside Mall in Miami, and at SearsTown in 
downtown Fort Lauderdale. George always 
made it a priority to diversify the workforce by 
employing local minority residents. In 1991, he 
retired from Sears to start his own business. 

George entered politics in 1993, where he 
was a Commissioner for the City of Lauderhill. 
During the course of his career, George 
served on the boards of numerous community 
organizations such as the Greater Fort Lau-
derdale Chamber of Commerce, Urban 
League of Broward County, the United Negro 
College Fund, National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews, Broward County Girl Scouts of 
America, as well as countless other organiza-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, George’s civic engagement in 
our community will never be forgotten. He was 
a true gentleman, who served this nation and 
our great state with distinction. George’s posi-
tive contributions to the community were a 
true reflection to his generosity, humor, love of 
public service, and family. 

I was so truly honored to have known 
George, and to call him my friend. My 

thoughts and prayers are with his family and 
friends during this most difficult time. He will 
be dearly missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COUNTY DEPUTY 
JACOB PICKETT 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a Hoosier hero who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. Deputy Jacob Pickett of the Boone 
County Sheriff’s Office was killed in the line of 
duty on March 2, 2018. 

Jacob was a five year veteran in law en-
forcement and served as the leader in the de-
partment’s K–9 unit. He held the rank of Sher-
iff Deputy in Boone County. 

One of Indiana’s finest, Jacob is a hero. He 
acted selflessly on a day that took an unex-
pected and fatal turn. But he died doing what 
he was trained to do: protecting the thin blue 
line and keeping the community he loved safe 
from harm’s grasp. He is a reminder that we 
must never take for granted the sacrifice of 
those who live serving others while putting 
their lives on the line. 

Jacob was a Brownsburg, Indiana native 
and pursued his dream of becoming a police 
officer after graduating from Brownsburg High 
School. His passion and commitment to law 
enforcement gained him notoriety among his 
colleagues as he joined the ranks at the 
Boone County Sheriff’s Office. He became no-
table in handling the K–9 division and was 
rarely seen without his partner ‘Brik’, a brown 
and black German Shepherd. Jacob’s leader-
ship within his department and community was 
unmatched. 

Boone County citizens and all Hoosiers 
mourn over the loss of Jacob who was known 
as a man of integrity and compassion. The im-
pact of Jacob’s death bears great weight, and 
has left his colleagues, companions and loved 
ones with a deep loss. 

The day Jacob went on to be with our Lord 
and Savior, he did so by performing flawlessly 
at the side of his colleagues. He did not hesi-
tate when he was called to run into the tur-
moil. As the Gospel of Matthew says ‘‘Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.’’ 

Jacob leaves behind his wife, Jennifer, two 
young children, and K–9 partner Brik to carry 
on his legacy of serving fellow Hoosiers. His 
passing is a great loss for our community and 
the State of Indiana. His sacrifice will never be 
forgotten. 

Rest in peace Deputy Pickett. 
f 

HONORING MR. RICK ROVEGNO 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor 
to recognize Mr. Rick Rovegno who is receiv-
ing the Exchange Club of Carlisle’s prestigious 
Molly Pitcher Award. I know I will neither be 
the first, nor the last, to applaud Mr. Rovegno 
upon his receipt of this well-deserved honor. 

Chartered by the National Exchange Club in 
1949, the Exchange Club of Carlisle gives in-
dividuals the opportunity to use their time and 
talents to benefit their local communities and 
the country as a whole. The Molly Pitcher 
Award, which has annually honored citizens 
for their outstanding service to the Carlisle 
community since 1969, is named after the rev-
olutionary war heroine who risked her life to 
bring water to artillerymen under fire. As evi-
denced by receiving this honor, Mr. Rovegno’s 
charitable endeavors have made a significant 
impact and improved the lives of many in cen-
tral Pennsylvania. 

Throughout his successful career in busi-
ness and local government, Mr. Rovegno 
served as a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Helen H. Stevens Community Mental 
Health Center, the Greater Carlisle Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Carlisle Re-
gional Performing Arts Center, in addition to 
serving as an advisor to the Boy Scouts of 
America’s Explorer Post 189. Mr. Rovegno’s 
devotion to bettering his community is also un-
derscored by his participation in local preser-
vation and renovation efforts, such as main-
taining the Carlisle Theatre. Furthermore, Mr. 
Rovegno and his wife of 36 years established 
the Rick and Karen Rovegno Trust, which 
supports local initiatives in education, the arts, 
libraries, and the environment. Needless to 
say, Mr. Rovegno’s devotion to the betterment 
of his community continues to improve lives 
and inspire individuals across the Common-
wealth. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Mr. Rovegno for all he has done and con-
tinues to do for the Carlisle community and 
congratulate him on receiving the Molly Pitch-
er Award. 

f 

TRIBUTE: CITY OF FLORENCE, 
ALABAMA COMMEMORATING THE 
200TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MO BROOKS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pride that I recognize the City of 
Florence, Alabama, as it celebrates its 200th 
Anniversary. I am honored to serve the people 
of Florence, which is located in Alabama’s 5th 
District. 

By way of background, on March 12, 1818, 
General John Coffee saw the potential for a 
settlement on the banks of the Tennessee 
River, and he founded Florence, Alabama. 
General Coffee led the Cypress Land Com-
pany, and these visionaries established what 
they saw as a bold, new, and prosperous set-
tlement. 

At this time, these founding fathers of Flor-
ence commissioned an Italian surveyor named 
Ferdinand Sannoner to lay out the town. In 
deciding on a name for the new settlement, he 
named it Florence after the beautiful and his-
toric city of Florence, Italy. 

Through the years, the city’s population 
grew, and many businesses and educational 
institutions were established in Florence. The 
city became known for having a legacy of 
commerce, industry, music and the arts, edu-
cation, and architecture. 

Florence stands as a testament to the Ten-
nessee Valley’s rich heritage, and I am proud 
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to celebrate with the city’s residents today. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the City of Florence on this momentous 
occasion of its 200th Anniversary. I wish the 
city the best for another 200 years. 

f 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, public education 
is the foundation of our 21st Century democ-
racy. Our public schools are where our stu-
dents come to be educated in the fullest 
sense of the word as citizens of this great 
country. We strive every day to make every 
public school a place where we prepare the 
nation’s young people to contribute to our so-
ciety, economy, and citizenry. 

Ninety percent of American children attend 
public schools. We call on local, state, and 
federal lawmakers to prioritize support for 
strengthening our nation’s public schools and 
empowering local education leaders to imple-
ment, manage, and lead school districts in 
partnership with educators, parents, and other 
local education stakeholders and learning 
communities. This support would also provide 
for counseling, extra/co-curricular activities 
and mental health supports that are critical to 
help students engage in learning. 

We support and value inclusive and safe 
high-quality public schools where children 
learn to think critically, problem solve, and 
build relationships. We support an environ-
ment where all students can succeed begin-
ning in the earliest years, regardless of their 
zip code, the color of their skin, native lan-
guage, disability, gender/gender identity, immi-
gration status, religion, or social standing. 

We promote advancing equity and excel-
lence in public education, and implementing 
continuous improvement and evidence-based 
practices. Every child has the right to an edu-
cation that helps them reach their full potential 
and to attend schools that offer a high quality 
educational experience. 

We support stable, equitable, predictable, 
and adequate funding for great public schools 
for every student in America so that students 
have inviting classrooms and school libraries 
with up-to-date resources as well as well-pre-
pared and supported educators. These edu-
cators include teachers, paraprofessionals, 
and principals who provide a well-rounded and 
complete curriculum and create joy in learning. 
Our school buildings should have class sizes 
small enough to allow one-on-one attention 
and have access to support services such as 
health care, nutrition, and after-school pro-
grams for students who need them. 

We believe that public tax dollars should 
only support public schools that are publicly 
governed and accountable to parents, edu-
cators, and communities. In no way should 
local, state, or federal funding be taken away 
from public schools and given to private 
schools that are unaccountable to the public. 

We reiterate our love for public education 
and pride in our public schools. We will con-
tinue to promote the promise and purpose of 
public education, to elevate the great things 
happening every day in our public schools, 
and to engage communities about strategies 

that help students succeed. We affirm our 
commitment to fight for resources for public 
schools, and will be steadfast in our efforts to 
protect students and their families, public 
schools, and our communities from any poli-
cies that would undermine these values. 

f 

HONORING THE HEROIC SERVICE 
AND SACRIFICE OF BOONE COUN-
TY DEPUTY JACOB PICKETT 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to honor 
the life of an outstanding public servant, 
Boone County Deputy Jacob Pickett, who 
served his city and country with principle and 
integrity. Tragically, Deputy Pickett was killed 
in the line of duty on March 2, 2018. 

Deputy Pickett, or ‘‘Jake’’ as he was known 
to his family and friends, served in law en-
forcement for the last eight years. Jake made 
the decision every day to put his life on the 
line to make Indiana a safer place. A true 
Hoosier, Jake graduated from Brownsburg 
High School and then graduated from the Mar-
ion County Sheriffs Office Training Academy 
in 2010. In 2014, he was a member of class 
202 and completed training with the Indiana 
Law Enforcement Academy as a pistol expert. 

Jake served with the Boone County Sheriff’s 
Office for three years. Before joining the 
Boone County Sheriff’s Office, he served as a 
Deputy with the Tipton County Sheriff Depart-
ment. Jake also worked in the Marion County 
Jail. Although, I did not have the good fortune 
of knowing Deputy Pickett, I am incredibly 
proud of his heroic and brave actions to pro-
tect his fellow Hoosiers. 

On March 2, Jake pinned on his badge and 
went to work on what he thought would be an 
ordinary day on the job. He was out on patrol, 
and joined officers from the Lebanon Police 
Department in pursuit of three suspects. Dep-
uty Pickett was on foot in pursuit of the sus-
pects when he was fatally shot. Jake laid 
down his life to protect his community from a 
dangerous individual. His last moments dem-
onstrate the bravery, commitment, and sac-
rifice that he and his brothers and sisters in 
uniform display every day while working to 
make Indiana a safer and better state. Each 
and every day, officers like Jake put their lives 
in harm’s way to protect us. 

For the last two years, Jake led the Boone 
County Sheriff’s Department K–9 team. His 
partner was Brik, a brown and black German 
shepherd-Belgian Malinois. They began work-
ing together in March 2016, and Brik rarely left 
Jake’s side. On Tuesday, when Boone County 
Sheriff Mike Nielsen and prosecutors held a 
news conference to announce charges against 
the man accused of fatally shooting Jake, Brik 
was there with Sheriff Nielsen. 

I join with Sheriff Nielsen and all of Boone 
County in mourning Jake’s loss. As Sheriff 
Nielsen said, ‘‘There will forever be a loss felt 
in our community for him. He was a warrior, 
and he died laying down his life for you. He 
will never be forgotten.’’ 

Day after day, Jake displayed the compas-
sion and integrity of a true public servant. In 
uniform, Jake would greet children at school. 

When off-duty, Jake spent time saving rescue 
animals. Jake’s selflessness extended in 
death. He was an organ donor, and his heart 
saved the life of another patient at St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital in Indianapolis. 

Jake and his wife, Jennifer, were married for 
ten years and have two young sons. Jake was 
a beloved husband and a devoted father. In 
addition to his wife and two sons, Jake is sur-
vived by his parents, Marlin and Rebecca 
Pickett; his sister Kristi Woo and niece Han-
nah Woo; his parents-in-law, Jon and Carol 
Lindstrom; his brothers-in-law, Jeremy 
Lindstrom and Christopher Lindstrom. Deputy 
Pickett is a hero. 

Jake will be forever missed by his col-
leagues at the Boone County Sheriff’s office 
and by his family. The people of Indiana’s 
Fifth Congressional District are eternally grate-
ful for Jake’s contributions to our Hoosier com-
munity and it is my privilege to honor him 
today. On behalf of all Hoosiers, I would like 
to salute Deputy Jacob Pickett for his impact 
and service to our community. His work with 
the Boone County Sheriff’s Department and 
the K–9 unit were unmatched, and his pres-
ence will be greatly missed. I extend my deep-
est condolences to Jake’s family, the Boone 
County Sheriff’s Department, his friends, and 
the fellow officers who mourn his loss. My 
thoughts and prayers are with them. 

f 

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION FOR 
ROBERT HOLDEN 

HON. MARKWAYNE MULLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and applaud Robert Holden, a 
member of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Tribes, who joined the staff of the National 
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) in 1984 
and retired last December after 33 years of 
dedicated service to NCAI and to the millions 
of Native people that were foremost in his 
mind every day of his life. 

Many of you know that NCAI was begun in 
1944 at the peak of the Federal government’s 
‘‘Termination Policy,’’ which sought to dissolve 
Indian tribal governments and to assimilate In-
dian people into the mainstream of America. 
Today, NCAI is the oldest, largest and most 
representative tribal organization in the coun-
try, with more than 300 member tribes. 

When people in Congress or in public want 
to gauge the views of Indian Country on mat-
ters of health care, housing, cultural issues, 
economic development or sovereignty, they 
turn to NCAI. 

For more than three decades, these people 
have often talked to Robert who spent most of 
his career at NCAI when salaries were low, 
there was no proper retirement program or 
health care, and with few staff. This meant 
long days, evenings and weekends, travel 
away from home and family, and often-frus-
trating times getting the attention of decision- 
makers in Congress and Federal agencies. 

Working under the leadership of at least 6 
Executive Directors, Robert became, over 
time, the institutional and collective memory of 
the NCAI organization as well as the source of 
continuity that is so important to a member-
ship organization like NCAI. 
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None of these challenges could prevent 

Robert from persisting in his life’s work and 
his absolute dedication to the cause of tribal 
sovereignty and improving the lives of Indian 
people. 

Robert’s leadership and commitment to the 
mission of NCAI stabilized the organization 
through many internal changes and external 
challenges. 

Robert’s work for NCAI over the years has 
been varied and compelling. 

In the 1990’s he managed the Nuclear 
Waste Policy Committee for NCAI on a con-
tract with the U.S. Department of Energy, 
which anchored the organization’s finances 
during a very difficult period. By identifying 
other contract and grant opportunities, Robert 
generated millions of dollars to NCAI, making 
possible the good work of the organization 
over the years. 

Robert had great success on policy 
issues—particularly emergency response and 
tribal-friendly amendments to the Stafford Act, 
which he labored on for more than two dec-
ades. His efforts bore fruit when a window of 
opportunity opened after Hurricane Sandy 
and, as was typical of his work ethic, Robert 
jumped in with both feet. This is a prime ex-
ample of Robert’s patient but steady vision 
and how his long-term commitment has bene-
fitted not just NCAI but tribal communities 
across the United States. 

Robert is also leaving a legacy from his 
work with Native Veterans: his accomplish-
ments include the recent decision by the Vet-
erans Administration to expand the Tribal Vet-
erans Service Officers Program; Native Code 
Talker legislation; and the establishment and 
funding of the National Indian Veterans Memo-
rial, which will be housed on the grounds of 
the National Museum of the American Indian. 

As a strong supporter and advocate for Na-
tive political participation, Robert pressed for 
increased voter awareness and action in Na-
tive communities even before the ‘‘Native 
Vote’’ phenomenon took shape. 

In all of Robert’s work, his fundamental be-
lief in the wisdom of Indian people and the ca-
pacity of tribal governments to take on chal-
lenges of increasing technical complexity be-
fore long was one of the anchors of the Tribal 
Self-Governance movement, particularly in law 
enforcement and public safety. 

Robert Holden may have retired, but he is 
not going away. He plans to serve as an Am-
bassador at Large for NCAI, continuing to par-
ticipate in NCAI gatherings, and continuing to 
serve the Indian people and our country as he 
has done his whole adult life. 

In 2017, the NCAI’s member tribes unani-
mously passed Resolution MKE–17–027 titled 
‘‘Appreciation for Robert Holden.’’ Therefore, I 
include this Resolution in the RECORD. 

I am grateful to Robert for his life’s dedica-
tion to these important matters and for his in-
domitable spirit in making sure Indian tribes 
were always part of the discussion here in the 
halls of power in Washington, D.C. 

I ask my colleagues in the House to join me 
in wishing Robert all the best in whatever the 
Creator has in store for him in the years to 
come. 

APPRECIATION FOR ROBERT HOLDEN 
THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS 

Whereas, We, the members of the National 
Congress of American Indians of the United 
States, invoking the divine blessing of the 
Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in 

order to preserve for ourselves and our de-
scendants the inherent sovereign rights of 
our Indian nations, rights secured under In-
dian treaties and agreements with the 
United States, and all other rights and bene-
fits to which we are entitled under the laws 
and Constitution of the United States and 
the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to enlighten 
the public toward a better understanding of 
the Indian people, to preserve Indian cul-
tural values, and otherwise promote the 
health, safety and welfare of the Indian peo-
ple, do hereby establish and submit the fol-
lowing resolution; and 

Whereas, The National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians (NCAI) was established in 1944 
and is the oldest and largest national organi-
zation of American Indian and Alaska Native 
tribal governments; and 

Whereas, Robert Holden, the Deputy Direc-
tor of NCAI, is preparing for a well-deserved 
retirement; and 

Whereas, Robert started at NCAI in 1984 
and for 33 years has graciously shared his te-
nacity, resilience, intelligence and compas-
sion to make lasting change for tribal na-
tions; and 

Whereas, Robert’s leadership and commit-
ment to the mission of NCAI has stabilized 
the organization through many internal and 
external changes; and 

Whereas, For more than a decade Robert 
managed the important National Indian Nu-
clear Waste Policy Committee, with Russell 
Jim of the Yakama Nation serving as Chair-
man, at a time when Congress was consid-
ering the creation of a geologic repository at 
Yucca Mountain and the movement of sig-
nificant amounts of high-level nuclear waste 
across many reservations; and 

Whereas, Robert Holden has been a leader 
in promoting emergency and radiological 
preparedness and transportation safety and 
urged proactive steps to address impacts on 
Indian tribes and provide emergency re-
sponse capabilities; and 

Whereas, Robert Holden’s work led directly 
to the Stafford Act amendments authorizing 
Indian tribes, as sovereigns, to make disaster 
declarations directly to the President of the 
United States; and 

Whereas, Robert has been consistently 
committed to working with Native Veterans, 
and the expansion of tribal veterans services 
and Robert has kept forth issues such as the 
Native Code Talker Bill and a National In-
dian Veterans Memorial, and fought to keep 
the Veterans Committee going for every vet-
eran to attend at no cost; and 

Whereas, Robert has maintained exem-
plary commitment to voting participation in 
Indian Country; and 

Whereas, In all of Robert’s work, his sup-
port for the capacity of tribal government to 
take on challenges of increasing technical 
complexity has been one of the anchors of 
the SelfGovernance movement, particularly 
in law enforcement and public safety; and 

Whereas, Robert has developed and main-
tained hundreds of relationships with tribal 
leaders from around Indian country, building 
trust with NCAI; and 

Whereas, Robert plans to continue as an 
ambassador for NCAI, participating in the 
NCAI gatherings, continuing his lifelong 
commitment to advancing tribal sov-
ereignty, treaty rights, and the federal trust 
responsibility; and 

Whereas, words cannot capture the im-
measurable spirit and incomparable con-
tributions of Robert Holden to NCAI and to 
the whole of Indian Country; Now therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the National Congress of 
American Indians (NCAI) expresses deep ap-
preciation, love, gratitude, friendship, and 
respect for Robert Holden. 

CERTIFICATION 
The foregoing resolution was adopted by 

the General Assembly at the 2017 Annual 
Session of the National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians, held at the Wisconsin Center in 
Milwaukee, WI, Oct 15, 2017–Oct 20, 2017, with 
a quorum present. 

f 

SALUTING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
GIOVANI ‘‘GIO’’ DOS SANTOS 
RAMÍREZ 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Mr. Giovani ‘‘Gio’’ dos Santos 
Ramı́rez on his athletic and philanthropic con-
tributions to the Los Angeles community and 
beyond. 

Giovani, who was born May 11, 1989, is a 
Mexican professional soccer player who cur-
rently plays for the Major League Soccer club 
the Los Angeles Galaxy, as well as the Mex-
ico national team. He began his football career 
at a very young age, being recruited by Span-
ish club FC Barcelona and playing for their B 
team until age 18. Giovani made his way up 
the ranks, eventually debuting for the senior 
squad in 2007. That year, he was named by 
World Soccer Magazine as one of the ‘‘Top 50 
Most Exciting Teen Footballers.’’ 

As a member of the Mexico under–17 team, 
Giovani won the 2005 U17 World Champion-
ship held in Peru. In 2007, he made his debut 
for the senior national team in a victory over 
Panama on September 9, and represented El 
Tri at the 2010 and 2014 FIFA World Cups. 
With Mexico, he won the CONCACAF Gold 
Cup in 2009, 2011 and 2015, scoring in the 
2009 and 2011 finals and winning the 2009 
MVP award. He was also a member of the 
Mexican team that won the gold medal at the 
2012 Summer Olympics. 

Since joining the Los Angeles Galaxy, 
Giovani’s passion for giving back has led him 
and his brother to host community soccer 
events in LA. In July 2017, Giovani and his 
brother Jonathan hosted a community soccer 
clinic based on the values and methods they 
have acquired over the course of their ca-
reers. The brothers contributed to the edu-
cational and athletic development of aspiring 
low-income young soccer players by helping 
shape their skills and guiding them on a path 
to becoming future stars. I commend them for 
this project, for their desire to give back to the 
community, and for their willingness to share 
their career lessons with young people. I un-
derstand the clinic was an unforgettable expe-
rience for the youth in attendance. 

On March 17, 2018, Giovani will support the 
community once again by appearing for his 
fans in South Gate, California, to support the 
biggest Soccer Community Tournament in Los 
Angeles County history. The tournament will 
be hosted by the largest Latin regional record 
label, DEL Records, a company 
headquartered in Bell Gardens in my 40th 
Congressional District. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to salute 
Giovani dos Santos Ramı́rez for his achieve-
ments on the playing field and in the commu-
nity. I ask my colleagues to please join me in 
applauding his outstanding contributions. 
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GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call upon the President and the Con-
gress of the United States to act without delay 
and pass legislation to prevent gun violence 
and mass casualties from shootings. 

The community of Parkland, Florida—along 
with the rest of the country—is still reeling 
from the horrific tragedy that took place at the 
Marjorie Stoneman Douglass High School on 
Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2018. 

Our hearts still ache with sadness and dis-
belief for the families and loved ones of the 17 
students—sons and daughters, brothers and 
sisters—who lost their lives in this senseless, 
horrific act of domestic terrorism. 

It is safe to say that America is sick and 
tired of being sick and tired of gun violence. 

That is why we must act now to stop gun vi-
olence, protect citizens, and save lives. 

Here are the top 6 actions the President 
and the Congress can and must take now to 
protect our communities: 

Require universal background checks to 
keep guns out of dangerous hands; 

Extend the waiting period to purchase or 
transfer dangerous—weapons like the AR–15 
pending completion of a background checks to 
7 days; 

Raise the minimum age to purchase or 
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR–15, 
high-capacity magazines, ammunitions, and si-
lencers from 18 to 21 years of age; 

Ban military-style assault weapons; 
Limit high-capacity magazines; and 
Increase access to mental health services. 
We can take action without infringing on the 

2nd Amendment rights of Americans. 
We need to make it harder for criminals to 

obtain guns by strengthening the background 
check system. 

We need to ensure that mental health pro-
fessionals know their options for reporting 
threats of violence—even as we acknowledge 
that someone with a mental illness is far more 
likely to be the victim of a violent crime than 
the perpetrator. 

We must also make safe gun storage a pri-
ority. 

As the founder and Co-Chair of the Con-
gressional Children’s Caucus, a senior Mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee, and the Rank-
ing Member of the Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security, I 
have listened far too often to the testimony of 
individuals who have survived tragedies or lost 
loved ones as a result of gun violence. 

In the words of President Obama after the 
2013 Sandy Hook Elementary shooting, 
‘‘We’re going to have to come together and 
take meaningful action to prevent more trage-
dies like this, regardless of the politics.’’ 

While it is certainly true that violent crime 
and homicide rates in this country have been 
declining in recent years, they are still far 
above those in other industrialized nations. 

There exists a culture of violence in Amer-
ica; a subculture that with today’s techno-
logically advanced weaponry is far more dan-
gerous to public safety than ever before. 

At no point in our nation’s history has a sin-
gle human been more capable of inflicting 

massive death and our society is producing 
more individuals who seek to employ such 
means to carry out their ill intentions. 

Far too often, the tool of choice for would- 
be killers are military-style assault weapons 
with high-capacity magazines. 

Every day, on average, 92 Americans are 
victims of gun violence, resulting in more than 
33,000 deaths annually. 

In raising this issue, we recognize and re-
spect other cultures that exist in America; law- 
abiding citizens who are responsible in their 
ownership of firearms. 

Many of these citizens are responsible with 
respect to the lethal capacity of their firearms, 
opting not to obtain assault weapons or to 
equip assault weapons with 30, 50, 75, or 
100-round magazines. 

Here is what I think the Congress can and 
must do to reduce gun violence without 
abridging the Second Amendment rights of 
law-abiding Americans. 

Extend the waiting period to purchase or 
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR–15 
pending completion of a background checks to 
7 days. 

That is why I have introduced H.R. 4268, 
the ‘‘Gun Safety, Not Sorry Act.’’ 

Raise the minimum age to purchase or 
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR–15, 
high-capacity magazines, ammunitions, and si-
lencers from 18 to 21 years of age. 

That is why I have introduced H.R. 5088, 
the ‘‘No Mass Atrocities With Guns Act’’ (‘No 
MAGA Act’). 

Reinstate and strengthen the federal ban on 
assault weapons. 

I am an original co-sponsor of H.R. 3947, 
legislation that will reinstates the assault 
weapons ban that has been introduced by my 
colleague, Congressman DAVID CICILLINE of 
Rhode Island. 

Reinstate a federal ban on bump stocks and 
high-capacity magazines holding more than 
ten rounds and allowing a shooter to inflict 
mass damage in a short period of time without 
reloading will save lives. 

I will soon be introducing the ‘‘Stop Abuse, 
Violence, and Ending Lives Act of 2018,’’ leg-
islation to ban the sale and possession of 
bump stocks. 

Require a background check for every gun 
sale, while respecting reasonable exceptions 
for cases such as gifts between family mem-
bers and temporary loans for sporting pur-
poses. 

I am an original co-sponsor of H.R. 4240, 
the ‘‘Public Safety and Second Amendment 
Rights Protection Act of 2017,’’ legislation that 
requires universal background checks and 
closes the gun show loophole that has been 
introduced by my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON of California. 

It is estimated that four out of ten gun buy-
ers do not go through a background check 
when purchasing a firearm because federal 
law only requires these checks when someone 
buys a gun from a federally licensed dealer. 

That would be like allowing four out of ten 
people to choose if they would like to go 
through airport security. 

This loophole allows felons, domestic abus-
ers, and those prohibited because of mental 
illness to easily bypass the criminal back-
ground check system and buy firearms at gun 
shows, through private sellers, over the inter-
net or out of the trunks of cars. 

Strengthen the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) database 

to ensure it is up to date by requiring federal 
and state agencies to transfer important 
records to the database expeditiously since 
without the information, the reliability of a 
background check is questionable. 

Pass legislation aimed specifically at crack-
ing down on illegal gun trafficking and straw- 
purchasing which often puts guns in the hands 
of people who are prohibited from having 
them. 

Straw-purchasing is when a prohibited buyer 
has someone with no criminal history walk into 
a gun store, pass a background check and 
purchase a gun with the purpose of giving it 
to the prohibited buyer. 

Restore funding for public safety and law 
enforcement initiatives aimed at reducing gun 
violence. 

Congress should fund law enforcement’s ef-
forts to reduce gun violence, while supporting 
federal research into causes of gun violence. 

There is no reason the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) or the National Institute of 
Health (NIH) should be prohibited from re-
searching the causes of gun violence. 

That is why I have co-sponsored H.R. 1832, 
legislation that authorizes the appropriation of 
funds to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention for conducting or supporting re-
search on firearms safety or gun violence pre-
vention. 

I have also co-sponsored H.R. 1478, the 
Gun Violence Research Act, which repeals the 
provision that in practice prohibits the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services from 
sponsoring research on gun violence. 

And there is no reason for the restrictions 
federal law places on our law enforcement of-
ficers’ ability to track and combat the spread 
of illegal guns. 

Close the holes in our mental-health system 
and make sure that care is available for those 
who need it. 

Congress must improve prevention, early 
intervention, and treatment of mental illness 
while working to eliminate the stigma associ-
ated with mental illness. 

Access to mental health services should be 
improved, the shortage of mental health pro-
fessionals should be addressed, and funding 
should be made available for those programs 
that have proven to be effective. 

That is why I have co-sponsored H.R. 1982, 
the ‘‘Mental Health Access and Gun Violence 
Prevention Act,’’ legislation that authorizes the 
Department of Justice, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, and the Social 
Security Administration to: (1) increase access 
to mental health care treatment and services, 
and (2) promote reporting of mental health in-
formation to the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System. 

Help local communities get unwanted and il-
legal guns out of the hands of those who 
should not have them. 

Congress should help support and develop 
local programs that get unwanted guns off our 
streets, such as gun buy-back programs that 
proved so effective in Australia. 

Finally, we must address our culture’s glori-
fication of violence seen and heard though our 
movie screens, television shows, music and 
video games. 

Congress should fund scientific research on 
the relationship between popular culture and 
gun violence, while ensuring that parents have 
access to the information they need to make 
informed decisions about what their families 
watch, listen to, and play. 
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Here is what I think neither the President, 

the Congress, nor state and local govern-
ments should not do to reduce gun violence. 

We Should Not Arm Teachers because they 
are not trained to handle weapons; this is not 
what they signed up for. 

We Must Not Surrender to NRA even 
though the gun lobby has long enjoyed tre-
mendous influence over congressional Repub-
licans and some Democrats. 

Persons who live in fear of gun violence and 
mass shootings at schools, theaters, places of 
worship and work, and public spaces are not 
afraid of the NRA. 

What they are afraid of is an AR–15 in the 
hands of a mentally unstable person. Ameri-
cans are a can-do people; we do not bemoan 
our problems and accept terrible outcomes. 

We act to solve them. 

We have made our cars and trucks and 
roads safer and reduced traffic fatalities. 

We have virtually eradicated polio, small 
pox, and other debilitating and life-threatening 
diseases. 

We respond immediately to natural disasters 
caused by hurricanes, earthquakes, tornados, 
floods, and man-made disasters caused by 
acts of terrorism. 

When it comes to reducing or preventing 
gun violence, we must summon that same 
spirit of American resolve and know-how and 
get the job done. 

We can do it; after all, we are Americans. 
f 

RECOGNIZING GAINESVILLE’S TOP 
SPELLERS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize two Gainesville students, 

Hannah Stewart and Rasmit Devkota, who re-
cently earned the title of the area’s top spell-
ers after competing in the local spelling bees. 

Hannah Stewart, a fifth grade student at 
Enota Multiple Intelligences Academy, won the 
Gainesville City School System’s elementary 
spelling bee competition, clinching the victory 
by correctly spelling ‘‘infraction.’’ 

Rasmit Devkota, a seventh grade student at 
Gainesville Middle School, triumphed in the 
middle school spelling bee competition. Over-
coming thirty of his peers through seven 
rounds, the word ‘‘ricochet’’ delivered Devkota 
the championship title. 

Devkota went on to represent the city of 
Gainesville at the Georgia Association of Edu-
cators Regional Spelling Bee, which deter-
mined who would compete at the state-level. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Hannah Stewart and 
Rasmit Devkota for their academic achieve-
ment and wish them well as they move for-
ward in their education. 
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