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RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN NANCY 
GOMEZ-FERNANDEZ IN HONOR 
OF WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month, I rise today to 
honor Captain Nancy Gomez-Fernandez, who 
has been serving the Miami-Dade community 
as a law enforcement officer for a number of 
years. 

Captain Gomez-Fernandez began her ca-
reer in law enforcement in 2001 with the City 
of Pinecrest Police Department, where she 
was a member of the School Resource Unit, 
Field Training Officer, and Honor Guard. In 
2007, she became a Sergeant with the newly 
formed Doral Police Department and helped 
recruit and process background checks for of-
ficers. Captain Gomez-Fernandez quickly rose 
through the ranks and achieved the promotion 
of Captain in 2015, which she currently holds. 

Captain Gomez-Fernandez’s service ex-
tends beyond her obligations as a police offi-
cer. In 2017, she was awarded the Life Saver 
Medal for saving the life of an individual who 
suffered a cardiac attack. This award speaks 
volumes to the level of dedication she has to 
serve and protect the people of Doral. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to know Cap-
tain Gomez-Fernandez and I greatly admire 
her service to the community. Her willingness 
to risk her life on a daily basis to protect and 
serve the constituents of Doral has made and 
will continue to make a difference in the lives 
of many. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing this remarkable individual. 

f 

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ROB-
ERT F. KENNEDY’S ANNOUNCE-
MENT OF CANDIDACY FOR 
PRESIDENT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 50 years 
ago this Friday, March 16, 1968, Senator Rob-
ert Francis Kennedy announced his candidacy 
for President of the United States and 
launched the legendary, whirlwind, wondrous 
82-day campaign that captured the imagina-
tion of millions and inspired a generation. 

Much has been said about Robert F. Ken-
nedy, affectionately known to family and mil-
lions of loved ones as ‘‘Bobby.’’ 

We know of Bobby the brother; we know of 
Robert the passionate Senator and crusading 
Attorney General; we know him the tireless 
and determined champion of civil rights; and, 
sadly, we know of Robert Francis Kennedy the 
martyr. 

These different sides of Robert Kennedy 
came into sharp focus during the last 11 and 
a half weeks of his time on this Earth. 

It has been said that a man is a product of 
his time. 

I remember the 1960s; it was a time when 
America was divided and riven by social un-
rest and civil upheaval and facing global dan-
gers threatening the post-World War II inter-
national order. 

But as I reflect back on that time, it is clear 
that Bobby Kennedy was not just merely a 
man of his time, but he was a man whose 
spirit, ideals, beliefs, and moral clarity tran-
scend time and place. 

Robert Kennedy stood for equality, dignity, 
fairness, humanity, empathy, and moral clarity. 

Robert Kennedy lived these ideals during a 
time when they were in short supply in our so-
ciety. 

Robert Kennedy loved America which he 
knew to be good but could and must be made 
better. 

‘‘What is right, keep it right; what is wrong, 
make it right.’’ 

That pretty much sums up the belief system 
of Bobby Kennedy. 

I think of Robert Kennedy marching with 
Cesar Chavez, with whom he met almost 50 
years ago on this day, as Cesar Chavez was 
ending his consequential hunger strike in sup-
port of migrant farm workers. 

When Robert Kennedy announced his can-
didacy for president—from the same spot in 
the Senate Caucus Room as had his brother 
8 years before—he remarked that he was run-
ning ‘‘not to oppose any man, but to propose 
new policies.’’ 

Robert Kennedy also provided a roadmap 
for those of us in public service when he said: 
‘‘I don’t think we have to shoot each other, to 
beat each other; I think that we can do better 
in this country.’’ 

But, for me, Robert Kennedy’s lasting leg-
acy are his contributions advancing equality of 
opportunity, civil rights, and human dignity for 
all Americans. 

Robert Kennedy’s presidential platform em-
phasized racial equality, economic and social 
justice, and civic engagement and tolerance. 

Robert Kennedy’s appeal was universal, 
and knew no racial bounds because his vision 
for America included everyone; whites and 
blacks and browns, rural and urban dwellers, 
the poor and working and middle-class. 

Robert Kennedy’s message—of decency, 
respect, compassion, and humility—appealed 
to the good in Americans and was in turn em-
braced by people of goodwill in every region 
of the country. 

Next month, when we mark the 50th anni-
versary of a terrible day in Memphis when the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
slain, let us remember the words of Robert 
Kennedy as he broke the news of Dr. King’s 
death to an assembled crowd in an African 
American neighborhood in Indianapolis: 

‘‘What we need in the United States is not 
division; what we need in the United States is 
not hatred; what we need in the United States 
is not violence and lawlessness, but is love, 
and wisdom, and compassion toward one an-
other; and a feeling of justice toward those 

who still suffer within our country, whether 
they be white or whether they be black.’’ 

Two months later, on June 4, 1968, Robert 
Kennedy would himself be felled by an assas-
sin’s bullet at the Ambassador Hotel in Los 
Angeles, after winning the California Demo-
cratic Primary. 

In the days immediately following his assas-
sination, the full measure of the country’s loss 
became apparent. 

Over two million people assembled along 
the train tracks as his funeral cortege made its 
way from the funeral mass at New York City’s 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral to Union Station in 
Washington, D.C. for his interment at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

When the cortege reached Philadelphia, 
‘‘estimates of 20,000 people, mostly African- 
American . . . began to sing ‘The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic’ with such force that in-
side, passengers began to weep.’’ 

When America lost Bobby Kennedy, it lost a 
big heart and a guiding hand and a generation 
of Americans lost its innocence. 

The words used to eulogize Robert Ken-
nedy by his brother, the late Senator Edward 
Kennedy, are as applicable today as they 
were in the hectic days of his legendary cam-
paign for President: 

‘‘My brother need not be idealized, or en-
larged in death beyond what he was in life; to 
be remembered simply as a good and decent 
man, who saw wrong and tried to right it, saw 
suffering and tried to heal it, saw war and tried 
to stop it.’’ 

The life of Robert Francis ‘‘Bobby’’ Kennedy 
teaches us at least three important lessons 
when it comes to the question of justice: 
Words have power, actions matter, moral 
courage is indispensable. 

Many persons have one of these qualities 
but much rarer are those who possess two, let 
alone all three in the abundance and to the 
degree possessed by Robert Kennedy. 

Is it any wonder then that we still revere 
Bobby Kennedy after all these years and still 
miss him so much? 

The 1968 folk classic, ‘‘Abraham, Martin, 
and John,’’ by Dion and the Belmonts still 
sums up the feelings of countless millions, 
here in America and around the world: 
Has anybody here seen my old friend Bobby? 
Can you tell me where he’s gone? 
I thought I saw him walkin’ up over the hill 
With Abraham, Martin and John. 

Has anybody here seen my old friends? 
Can you tell me where they’ve gone? 
They freed a lot of people, 
But, it seems the good they die young. 
You know, I just looked around and they 

were gone. 

The mortal presence of Robert Kennedy 
may be gone but his immortal spirit lives on 
and we will always remember those joyous, vi-
brant, and wondrous 82 days that were his 
legendary 1968 presidential campaign. 

I ask the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of the late Robert Francis 
Kennedy, the former U.S. Senator from New 
York and Attorney General of the United 
States. 
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RECOGNIZING THE RICHWOODS 

GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM ON 
WINNING THE ILLINOIS 3A 
STATE TITLE 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to recognize Peoria, Illinois’ Richwoods 
High School girls basketball team on winning 
the 2018 Class 3A state title. 

Returning to the state title game for the sec-
ond straight year, the Lady Knights capped off 
the 35–1 season with a 55–46 win over La-
Grange Park Nazareth. In a back and forth 
game, the fourth quarter proved pivotal with 
Richwoods going on a 17–0 run to start the 
quarter. Over the course of the game, the 
Richwoods’ Knights had an amazing team ef-
fort on both offense and defense, with Senior 
Kourtney Crane led the Knights with 19 points. 

Richwoods’ win is the 1,001st in school his-
tory and they will add a fourth Class 3A state 
title to their trophy case, becoming only the 
third high school in Illinois history to achieve 
this milestone. Richwoods’ continued success 
on the hardwood is a testament to the leader-
ship of Coach Todd Hursey and the deter-
mination of the young women he coaches. 

The Richwoods girls basketball team serves 
as a reminder to the people of our community 
that when we believe in ourselves and dedi-
cate our time and effort to the goals that we 
set, we can achieve even the most daring out-
comes. These young women exemplify the 
strong work ethic rooted in Central Illinois and 
we could not be prouder. Again, congratula-
tions to Coach Todd Hursey and the 
Richwoods girls basketball team their remark-
able state championship win. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF AMBASSADOR 
FREDERIC C. HOF 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ambassador Frederic C. Hof on 
his retirement from the Atlantic Council. Am-
bassador Hof has had an impressive career 
as a diplomat at the United States Department 
of State, a private sector CEO, and an officer 
of the United States Army. He is a Vietnam 
veteran and Purple Heart recipient. As a mili-
tary officer, he served on the commission that 
investigated the 1983 bombing of the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps headquarters at the Beirut Inter-
national Airport. In 2001, he served as chief of 
staff on the Sharm al-Sheikh Fact-Finding 
Commission, headed by former Senate Major-
ity Leader George Mitchell, and was the prin-
cipal drafter of the Commission’s report. Dur-
ing his time at the State Department, Ambas-
sador Hof took the lead in an effort to mediate 
Syrian-Israeli peace and was given the rank of 
Ambassador in his capacity as special adviser 
to the Secretary of State for transition in Syria. 

After joining the Atlantic Council, as the 
leading Syria fellow in the Rafik Hariri Center 
for the Middle East, Ambassador Hof devoted 
his time to furthering the Syrian cause through 

the protection of civilians. As a prolific writer 
and leader, Ambassador Hof has hosted Syr-
ian experts, activists, political leaders, and hu-
manitarians in high level discussions per-
taining to the U.S.-Syria policy and geopolitical 
implications of the Syrian conflict. Through his 
efforts, he has led the discussions on securing 
a stable and legitimate government in Syria 
and what role the United States should have. 
After taking on the role of director at the Rafik 
Hariri Center for the Middle East, Ambassador 
Hof continued his efforts to bring attention to 
the Syrian conflict and its ongoing destabiliza-
tion to the region at large. 

Mr. Speaker, as the seventh anniversary of 
the Syrian uprising approaches, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Ambassador 
Hof for his tireless efforts to bring attention to 
the Syrian conflict and its ongoing destabiliza-
tion to the region at large. His service to this 
great nation is deeply appreciated and is a 
testament to the greatness and opportunity 
that these United States of America holds for 
freedom-loving people. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DOTTIE JOINER IN 
HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month, I rise today to 
honor Dorothy ‘‘Dottie’’ Joiner, the City Clerk 
for Everglades City. 

Ms. Joiner has been serving Everglades 
City for twenty-three years and has proved to 
be loyal, passionate, and driven. She began 
her career as a purchasing agent, then 
transitioned into a water billing clerk. In 2002 
she was promoted to City Clerk. In her capac-
ity as City Clerk, Dottie oversees the official 
City records, ranging from the financial state-
ments to the meeting minutes. As such, she is 
known as the go-to person if an issue needs 
to be resolved. 

Dottie has been crucial in supporting the 
City in times of crisis. She played a key role 
in 2005 when Hurricane Wilma destroyed City 
Hall, resulting in the call for the building to be 
condemned. She worked tirelessly with the 
City leadership and myself to showcase the 
importance of saving the historic building; and 
was a big part of making sure it happened. 
More recently, in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Irma, she selflessly looked after the wellbeing 
of the residents of Everglades City, ensuring 
that necessary resources were there quickly, 
despite having lost her own home. Dottie’s 
selflessness during this difficult time and the 
support she has given our community tran-
scends her official responsibilities. 

Her dedication to Everglades City extends 
beyond her responsibilities as the City Clerk. 
She also serves on the board of the 4th of 
July Committee, the Betterment Association of 
the Everglades Area, as well as the Reach 
Out and Cops Program. Dottie has always 
placed her community first, even before her-
self. We are fortunate to have leaders such as 
Dottie in Everglades City and Florida’s 25th 
Congressional District, and I and my wife Tia 
are lucky to be able to call her a friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to know Ms. 
Joiner and to have the opportunity to acknowl-

edge her remarkable work for Everglades City. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
this remarkable individual. 

f 

IN MEMORIAM: TEXAS STATE 
SENATOR JACK OGG 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today we 
honor the life and memory of longtime Texas 
lawmaker and my friend, Jack Ogg of Hous-
ton, Texas who recently passed away at the 
age of 84. 

Jack Ogg was a political icon who had a 52- 
year career in Texas politics and law. He rep-
resented the Houston area for 16 years, first 
as a State Representative and then as a State 
Senator. His love for the State of Texas and 
the law prompted him to further serve with a 
run for Texas Attorney General. After an un-
successful race, Jack returned to his re-
nowned law practice in Houston. 

When I was a criminal court judge in Hous-
ton, Senator Ogg practiced in my court. 

Jack was also the father of Harris County 
District Attorney Kim Ogg. Kim worked along-
side her father at the Ogg Law Firm and re-
members her father not only as a great states-
man, but a wonderful father who kept his fam-
ily as his top priority. Kim said her father, ‘‘was 
my closest confidante.’’ Mr. Speaker, when I 
saw Jack recently at the funeral of our friend, 
the late Texas Governor Mark White, you 
could tell he was beaming with pride for Kim 
and how she was carrying on the Ogg tradi-
tion of public service. 

Those who served in the legislature along-
side Jack said he did what he thought was 
best for his district and worked inside the rules 
of the legislature instead of concerning himself 
with partisan fights. He did what was right and 
stuck to his principles. 

Jack told friends he was proud of authoring 
the bilingual education act in Texas; the bill to 
create Metro in Harris County; and a measure 
re-instating the death penalty in the state. 
Jack’s friend Houston attorney Robert Pelton 
described Ogg as, ‘‘one of the finest human 
beings I’ve ever met in my life’’ who did many 
good things for the state of Texas. 

I admired Jack’s adventurous spirit and de-
termination. He suffered from congestive heart 
failure for many years, but that didn’t stop him 
from being active not only in Houston, but 
across the globe. Just a few months ago, Mr. 
Speaker, he took a cruise to Spain and Italy. 
His family said he was born with an explorer’s 
heart and he traveled to more than 225 coun-
tries and islands, and visited all seven con-
tinents. 

Senator Ogg was born in 1933 during the 
Depression. His family moved to Houston in 
the 1950s. He graduated from Robert E. Lee 
High School in Baytown, Texas then worked 
his way through the University of Houston, 
where he was twice elected class president. 
He went to law school at night at South Texas 
College of Law and was admitted to the State 
Bar of Texas in 1962. He lost his beloved wife 
of more than 50 years, philanthropist Connie 
Harner Ogg, to cancer in 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, those who worked with Jack in 
the State Legislature and at his law practice 
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agree he was larger than life with a sharp 
mind and keen craft. Today, I salute Senator 
Ogg’s many contributions to our state and the 
city of Houston. My prayers are with District 
Attorney Ogg, her brother Jon Ogg, their 
spouses, Jack’s three grandchildren, as well 
as his brothers Larry and Jim Ogg. 

We will dearly miss Senator Jack Ogg. They 
don’t make ’em like Jack Ogg anymore. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO ANN AND REX 
WALTERS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ann and 
Rex Walters of Beaconsfield, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 60th wedding 
anniversary. They were married on January 
26, 1958 in Mount Ayr, Iowa. 

Ann and Rex’s lifelong commitment to each 
other and their family truly embodies our Iowa 
values. As they reflect on their 60th anniver-
sary, may their commitment grow even strong-
er, as they continue to love, cherish, and 
honor one another for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 60th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN 
GILLIGAN, GREATER PITTSTON 
FRIENDLY SONS’ MAN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize John Gilligan, who will re-
ceive the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons’ ‘‘Man 
of the Year’’ Award. Mr. Gilligan will be hon-
ored on March 17, 2018, during the Friendly 
Sons’ annual St. Patrick’s Day Celebration. 

John was born in Wyoming, Pennsylvania to 
Bernard J. and Rosari Gilligan. He is a grad-
uate of Wyoming High School. He enlisted in 
the Air Force after graduation, serving one 
year in Da Nang, Vietnam. After four years in 
the Air Force, John joined the Wyoming Bor-
ough Police Department. He served on the 
force for thirty-two years and retired in 2004 
as Chief of Police. He worked in the private 
sector until his appointment by Governor Ed-
ward Rendell to the post of Luzerne County 
Sheriff. His appointment was unanimously ap-
proved by the Pennsylvania Senate. 

Gilligan is a Fourth Degree Knight of the 
John F. Kennedy Council No. 372 Knights of 
Columbus and a past Grand Knight of the Wy-
oming Area Council No. 8598. He is a past 
president of the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons 
of St. Patrick. 

John has been married to Karen Zofcin 
Gilligan for thirty-two years, and they are the 

proud parents of seven children. They also 
have eighteen grandchildren and three great- 
grandchildren. Gilligan’s three sons, 
grandsons, and great-grandson are members 
of the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick, a long-standing family tradition. 

It is an honor to recognize John Gilligan as 
he accepts the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons’ 
‘‘Man of the Year’’ Award. I am grateful to him 
for his service to our country and for pro-
tecting the people of Wyoming Borough and 
Luzerne County. I wish him all the best this St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GLORIA PADILLA IN 
HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in honor of 
Women’s History Month, I rise today to recog-
nize Gloria Padilla, whose dedication to the 
people of Immokalee and the Redlands Chris-
tian Migrant Association (RCMA) has had a 
major impact in our community. 

RCMA was established in 1965 and pro-
vides childcare and education services for low 
income and rural families. It has grown from 
two centers to seventy-one and is active in 
twenty-one counties in Florida. A lifelong resi-
dent of Immokalee, Mrs. Padilla has been a 
proven leader in our community. She joined 
the RCMA after graduating high school, be-
coming the youngest area coordinator in agen-
cy history. Gloria is currently tasked with over-
seeing seven childcare centers and twenty- 
four childcare homes, collectively serving 483 
children. 

When Hurricane Irma struck in September, 
she offered the RCMA Immokalee Community 
School as a shelter for thousands of families 
displaced by the storm. Additionally, she 
helped organize with my office the opening of 
Horizon Village as temporary living spaces for 
constituents who lost their homes as a result 
of Irma. I find myself fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to collaborate with such a dedi-
cated individual who cares so deeply about 
her community. 

In addition to her impressive work at the 
RCMA, Gloria serves on the board of the One 
by One Leadership Foundation and assists the 
community through outreach programs with 
her church. Through her professional and so-
cial capacity, Gloria’s dedication to the people 
of Immokalee has improved the lives of many. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to know Mrs. 
Padilla and I greatly admire her service to 
Immokalee. Gloria is an exemplary citizen who 
has chosen to use her many talents in service 
of those around her. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing this remarkable indi-
vidual. 

IN RECOGNITION OF FONA’S 
WORKPLACE EXCELLENCE 

HON. RANDY HULTGREN 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, It’s not every 
day that long-term sustained excellence can 
be duly recognized. 

FONA International of Geneva, Illinois, pro-
vides just such an opportunity, however. I am 
privileged to extend my enthusiastic congratu-
lations to Joe Slawek and the employees of 
FONA International for being named a Na-
tional Best & Brightest Company to Work For 
by the National Association of Business Re-
sources-for the seventh year in a row. 

FONA International creates and produces 
flavors for many of the largest food, beverage, 
and nutritional companies in the world. It has 
been doing this for 30 years—a testament to 
its sustained excellence and commitment to 
serving customers through cutting-edge tech-
nology and personal attention. 

CEO and Founder Joe Slawek calls this the 
‘‘high-tech, high touch’’ approach. He founded 
FONA International in 1987 on these prin-
ciples. He built a business that could compete 
with the largest flavor companies but stay con-
nected with customers and his family of em-
ployees in a way that only a small business 
can. The honor of this award speaks to that 
success. 

FONA International has been cited by For-
tune magazine as one of the top fifty best 
places to work for medium-sized businesses 
nationwide. Fortune also named FONA Inter-
national as the Number 1 workplace in 
Chicagoland. 

To be selected just once as a National Best 
& Brightest Company would be a distinguished 
honor. To receive this award seven years in a 
row is nothing less than a spectacular 
achievement. 

I congratulate Joe Slawek and the employ-
ees of FONA International for this remarkable 
recognition. I thank FONA International for its 
years of service to the local community and 
for its leadership in the flavor production in-
dustry. I wish them continued success in the 
future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I mistakenly 
voted no, when I meant to vote yes on Roll 
Call No. 108, H.R. 1116—the TAILOR Act of 
2017. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. JANET TAYLOR 
IN HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in honor of 
Women’s History Month, I rise today to honor 
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former Hendry County Commissioner Janet 
Taylor. Her service in this capacity, as well as 
many others, has had a major impact on our 
community. 

Born in Louisiana, Ms. Taylor moved to 
Florida at a young age and very quickly be-
came involved in her community. She received 
her Bachelor’s degree in political science from 
Palm Beach State College. In 1978, she 
joined the Clewiston Police Department and 
became the department’s first female African 
American officer. She quickly rose through the 
ranks and reached Sergeant and Field Train-
ing Officer. She dedicated twelve years to 
serving and protecting those in Hendry County 
before retiring from the force. 

Ms. Taylor was appointed Hendry County 
Commissioner in 1994 and served in this posi-
tion for twenty-two years. As Commissioner, 
she represented the citizens of Hendry County 
and the State of Florida with passion and 
dedication. Her impressive resume includes 
serving as Chairperson of the Florida Associa-
tion of Counties for twelve years as well as 
being a member of the National Association of 
Black County Commissioners. Ms. Taylor’s 
public service extends beyond her work as 
Commissioner for Hendry County, as she pre-
viously served as a Government Liaison for 
Congressman Alcee Hastings. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to recognize 
Ms. Taylor for her remarkable service to 
Hendry County. Her dedication to the better-
ment of our community is admirable and has 
touched the lives of many. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this remark-
able individual. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
BALLENGER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Bill 
Ballenger of Council Bluffs, Iowa for his lead-
ership and vision in helping organize 13 honor 
flights that have taken nearly 3,500 Iowa vet-
erans to Washington, D.C. to visit memorials 
that were built in their honor. 

Bill and his son Jeff saw a need to honor 
our country’s aging veterans from World War 
II, the Korean War, and Vietnam War. The 
Ballengers have partnered with HyVee, Inc., 
Casey’s General Stores, and others to raise 
more than $3 million to fund this special en-
deavor. Carol Hagberg’s father, the late 
James Snook, who was a World War II vet-
eran said, ‘‘Dad felt so honored and privileged. 
We heard about the wonderful time he had 
over and over on the flight. He was very proud 
to have served his country.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate Bill 
on his incredible efforts to organize and fund 
the 13 honor flights for our veterans. I am 
proud to represent him in the United States 
Congress. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Bill and in wishing him 
nothing but the very best. 

RECOGNIZING BRAIN AWARENESS 
WEEK 

HON. TIM WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Brain Awareness Week, a critical 
moment to discuss the impact of brain dis-
orders on our nation and the urgent need for 
brain research and discovery. 

Neurodegenerative disorders like Alz-
heimer’s and Parkinson’s disease have tre-
mendous, devastating impact on individuals 
and families. My dad had Parkinson’s, so I 
know firsthand the physical and financial toll it 
takes on patients and caregivers. 

These diseases also pose a serious finan-
cial burden for the nation. Today, neurological 
diseases cost the United States an estimated 
$800 billion a year. And that figure is projected 
to increase dramatically over the coming 
years. 

An estimated 5.5 million Americans are cur-
rently living with Alzheimer’s disease. In my 
home state of Michigan, 180,000 people age 
65 and older have Alzheimer’s. That is pro-
jected to increase more than 20 percent— 
220,000 Michiganders—by 2025. And barring 
medical breakthroughs, the number of Ameri-
cans age 65 and older with Alzheimer’s is esti-
mated to reach 16 million by 2050. Between 
now and 2050, the cumulative cost of caring 
for people with Alzheimer’s is projected to ex-
ceed $20 trillion. 

Parkinson’s disease is the second-most 
common neurodegenerative disorder in the 
United States. Each year, 60,000 Americans 
are diagnosed with Parkinson’s. The current 
total economic burden of the disorder is esti-
mated to be about $14.4 billion a year in the 
United States. And by 2040, the prevalence of 
Parkinson’s is expected to more than double. 

Thanks to advances in brain research, we 
have a deeper understanding of Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s, and researchers recently 
identified possible environmental and genetic 
risk factors for Parkinson’s. 

However, further research is required to un-
ravel the complexities of these neurological 
disorders. Without breakthroughs, we will not 
be able to develop new, more effective treat-
ments. Currently available treatments provide 
relief from some Parkinson’s symptoms, but 
do not halt the progression of Parkinson’s. 
Alzheimer’s is the only disease in the top 10 
causes of death in the U.S. that cannot be 
prevented, slowed or cured. 

This Brain Awareness Week, I extend my 
gratitude to the great scientific minds who are 
advancing our understanding of brain dis-
orders. And let’s redouble our efforts to find 
new breakthroughs in brain research and bring 
a healthier future in reach for our nation. 

f 

DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY 
FOUNDERS DAY CELEBRATION 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 

Statewide Founders Day Celebration in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin. With over 700 members com-
mitted to public service, the Wisconsin chap-
ters of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority are a 
significant part of our community and I am 
proud to honor them. 

For over 100 years, the Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority has created programs and initiatives 
that focus on academic excellence, community 
service, economic development, and health 
and fitness, with a focus on the African-Amer-
ican community. ‘‘The Healthy Lifestyle Initia-
tive—The Total Woman: Mind, Body, and Spir-
it’’ is one of the national programs led by Delta 
Sigma Theta that focuses on improving phys-
ical and mental health for its members and 
their communities. This program is just one 
example of how the women in the Sorority 
work to empower and support their commu-
nities. 

From Friday, March 23, 2018 to Sunday, 
March 25, 2018, Green Bay, Wisconsin is 
proud to host the statewide Delta Sigma Theta 
Founders Day Celebration. This event will 
bring hundreds of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
members together to celebrate the organiza-
tion’s history and its numerous contributions 
since its founding on January 13, 1913. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all members of this 
body to join me in applauding the Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority and the organization’s commit-
ment to support communities across the coun-
try and the world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WEBSTER, FLORIDA 
AS A PURPLE HEART CITY 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my privilege to recognize Webster, Florida as 
a Purple Heart City and honor the men and 
women who have selflessly served our country 
in the United States Armed Forces. It is with 
deep respect that I pause today to honor the 
brave men and women who were wounded in 
combat or gave their last full measure and 
made the ultimate sacrifice on our behalf. 

Created by General George Washington on 
August 7, 1782 to recognize a soldier’s meri-
torious action, the Purple Heart is our nation’s 
oldest decoration. Every person that serves in 
the United States Armed Forces makes great 
sacrifices for our country and our freedoms. 
Many have endured combat wounds as they 
fought for the freedoms of complete strangers, 
for individuals they had never met. 

We owe our veterans a debt that we can 
never repay. For more than two centuries the 
United States military has protected Ameri-
cans against our enemies and the enemies of 
our friends. Throughout this time, the valor, 
dignity, and courage of our men and women 
in uniform has remained strong. It is due to 
countless lives selflessly lived and lost in de-
fense of our country that we can stand today, 
free and grateful. 

I congratulate Mayor Carrie Davis, Mayor 
Pro-Tem Michael T. Foote, Commissioners 
Bobby Yost, Ana Vigoa, and Mike Harris, and 
most of all, the men and women of Webster 
who have served our great nation. It is truly an 
honor to serve the residents of Webster. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF KAHU 

MELVIN KAUILA CLARK 

HON. COLLEEN HANABUSA 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an extraordinary man, Melvin Kauila 
Clark, who passed away on Sunday, Decem-
ber 24, 2017. A talented artist, Native Hawai-
ian traditional healer, celebrated leader of the 
community health center movement, and a 
personal friend of mine, Kauila will be deeply 
missed by the many people whose lives he 
has touched. 

Kauila grew up in Wahiawa on the island of 
Oahu and graduated from Leilehua High 
School in 1963. Kauila went on to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in drawing and painting 
from Graceland University and a master’s de-
gree in clay and sculpture from the University 
of Puget Sound. He became an internationally 
acclaimed artist and potter, with his works ex-
hibited in 53 countries and museums, includ-
ing in the Smithsonian here in Washington. I 
always admired Kauila’s pottery because they 
reflected who he was so well. His pieces were 
big but also delicate, reflecting both the 
strength of his character and the gentle kind-
ness of his heart. Kauila’s willingness to share 
and donate his pieces to raise money for the 
communities around him demonstrated his 
wonderful generosity of spirit. 

In Hawaii, Kauila will be fondly remembered 
as a Native Hawaiian traditional healer who 
shared his wisdom with all who sought it. He 
rightfully believed that the diverse communities 
of the United States could learn much from 
traditional indigenous knowledge of balance 
and harmony. Unsurprisingly, even though 
Kauila was a kahuna, a ‘‘keeper of secrets,’’ 
one of the select few certified to hold that title, 
he preferred to be called kahu, or ‘‘priest.’’ 

A passionate advocate of the community 
health center movement, Kauila has dedicated 
much of his life towards ensuring that Ameri-
cans of all backgrounds across the country re-
ceive culturally competent, patient-centered 
health care. Kauila and I got to know each 
other over the course of his work on 
healthcare with the Waianae community, since 
Kauila and I were both part of the hānai family 
of Auntie Agnes ‘‘Aggie’’ Kalaniho’okaha 
Cope, who first founded the Waianae Coast 
Comprehensive Health Care Center. Kauila 
continued Auntie Aggie’s work by serving as 
board director of the Waianae Coast Com-
prehensive Health Center for twenty-seven 
years. 

Kauila dedicated much of the past nineteen 
years to the National Association of Commu-
nity Health Centers (NACHC). Over the course 
of his distinguished service, he served on the 
Consumer/Board Member, Finance, Farm-
worker Health, Membership, Health Center 
Governance, Nominating, and Screening Com-
mittees at various points in time. Between 
2005 and 2008, Kauila was treasurer for 
NACHC. Kauila became chair-elect of NACHC 
in 2009, board chair in 2011, and immediate 
past chair in 2015, the first Native Hawaiian to 
hold those positions in NACHC. 

In everything he did, Kauila thought about 
his sons, whom he loved deeply. We used to 
talk about his sons and how they were grow-
ing up. I especially remember one conversa-

tion in which we chatted about how Tiger 
Woods’s success was influencing Kauila’s 
sons towards golf and away from football. 
Kauila was the grounding for his family, and it 
was always apparent to me that his kids came 
first in his heart and in everything he did. 

Much can be said of the art, wisdom, and 
leadership that Kauila shared with the world. 
He will be fondly remembered and deeply 
missed by the people whom he encouraged, 
counseled, inspired, and healed. With cher-
ished memories of Kauila in our hearts, we will 
continue his life’s work for a better, kinder 
world. 

f 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICAN GOLD STAR MOTHERS 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the 90th anni-
versary of the founding of the American Gold 
Star Mothers. American Gold Star Mothers 
dates to 1928 and was founded under the Wil-
son Administration by Grace Darling Seibold. 
In 1917, during WWI, families hung banners 
displaying a blue star for each loved one serv-
ing overseas and a gold star for each of those 
loved ones that made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Today, the American Gold Star Mothers orga-
nization continues to aid and comfort the fami-
lies of men and women who died while serv-
ing their country. 

On March 24th the Southwest Florida Gold 
Star Mothers Chapter will hold an event com-
memorating the 90th anniversary of the Amer-
ican Gold Star Mothers and the 2nd observ-
ance of the National Vietnam War Veterans 
Day. We honor those mothers and families 
who have lost sons and daughters in recent 
conflicts around the world, and thank the 
Southwest Florida chapter for all they do for 
our fallen heroes and our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DIABETES ALERT 
DAY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the American Diabetes Association 
Alert Day. Observed annually on the fourth 
Tuesday in March, this is a day to inform the 
American public about the seriousness of 
Type 2 diabetes, particularly when left 
undiagnosed or untreated. 

I would like to thank the American Diabetes 
Association, as well as numerous other orga-
nizations and researchers, who work to raise 
awareness of this far-reaching disease and 
seek an eventual cure. 

Diabetes affects over 30 million Ameri-
cans—almost 10 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation—and nearly 1 in 4 adults are unaware 
that they have this disease. What’s more, an-
other 84 million Americans have prediabetes, 
a condition in which blood glucose levels are 
higher than normal, but not high enough to be 
diagnosed as diabetes. 9 out of 10 adults with 

prediabetes are unaware of their condition and 
susceptibility to developing diabetes. 

Whether it is a parent, child, sibling, grand-
parent, or neighbor, we all know someone 
who struggles daily with the medical upkeep of 
living with diabetes. That is why I join the 
American Diabetes Association in strongly en-
couraging all Americans to take the time today 
to learn more about Type 2 diabetes, its wide- 
ranging impact upon our nation and its citi-
zens, and the susceptibility to this disease. 
Testing can take only 60 seconds and results 
can make a lifetime of difference. 

I applaud the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, for raising awareness about the poten-
tially life-threatening complications associated 
with diabetes, and their advocacy to promote 
a healthy lifestyle. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
COLONEL JAMES D. DIGNAN 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize and honor the recent retirement 
of Colonel James Dignan from the United 
States Air Force and to congratulate him on 
his new role as President and Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of the Youngstown/Warren Re-
gional Chamber in Ohio. Colonel Dignan con-
cluded his service in the Air Force working in 
the office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for force readiness. 

Colonel Dignan received his commission 
through the Naval Aviation Cadet (NAVCAD) 
program at the Aviation Officer Candidate 
School at NAS Pensacola, Florida, and he re-
ceived his ‘‘Wings of Gold’’ at NAS Corpus 
Christi, Texas. He has served as an officer 
and pilot in the United States Navy, Air Na-
tional Guard, and Air Force Reserve. Colonel 
Dignan was a command pilot with more than 
6,500 hours in trainer, patrol, reconnaissance, 
and airlift aircraft. He has flown more than 100 
hurricane penetration missions in the WC–130 
and has flown combat-support missions 
throughout the Balkans, the Horn of Africa, 
and Southwest Asia. Colonel Dignan was also 
the commander of the 910th Airlift Wing at the 
Youngstown Air Reserve Station in Youngs-
town, Ohio. Under his leadership, he oversaw 
more than 1,300 personnel and was in charge 
of operations which provided support for near-
ly 2,000 Air Force, Navy, and Marine Reserv-
ists. 

Now, Dignan will begin his new role as 
President and CEO of the Youngstown/Warren 
Regional Chamber. He wanted to remain in 
Youngstown, Ohio with his wife and three 
daughters who also desired to stay in the 
Youngstown area. His new role will allow him 
to continue serving the Mahoning Valley re-
gion alongside the people he loves. Dignan’s 
managerial skills along with his past associa-
tion as a Chamber board member dem-
onstrated his ability to hit the ground running. 
He will be an influential voice and leader with-
in the community, and I am enthused to work 
with him in his new role. 
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REMEMBERING MILLIE DUNN 

VEASEY 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and legacy of 
Millie Dunn Veasey, a World War II veteran, 
civil rights pioneer, and community leader, 
who passed away this past Friday at the age 
of 100. My wife Lisa and I extend condolences 
to her family and her extensive network of 
friends and admirers as we celebrate her re-
markable life. 

Born and raised in Raleigh as one of six 
children, Millie graduated from Washington 
High School in 1942 and enlisted in the ‘‘six- 
triple-eight’’ battalion, the only all-female and 
all-black battalion to serve overseas during 
World War II. She was stationed in England 
for four months before transferring to France 
where she served as a supply officer, rising to 
the rank of Staff Sergeant. At the end of the 
war in 1945, she was selected for Officer Can-
didate School, but decided instead to continue 
her education. 

Millie returned to Raleigh to attend Saint 
Augustine’s College on the G.I. Bill. She grad-
uated in 1953 with a degree in business ad-
ministration and later obtained a master’s de-
gree at N.C. Central University. She taught 
business education and eighth grade English 
for four years in Matthews, Virginia, before re-
turning to Raleigh to serve as secretary to 
then-President of Saint Augustine’s College, 
James Boyer. 

In addition to her secretarial duties, Millie 
joined the NAACP and eventually became the 
first African American female president of the 
Wake County chapter. In that role, she came 
to know and work with local and national civil 
rights leaders such as Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and Thurgood Marshall and hosted Dr. 
King for his 1966 visit to Raleigh. In addition 
to her work in the NAACP, she served in lead-
ership roles in her sorority, Zeta Phi Beta, and 
was active in the National Federation of 
Democratic Women and the American Legion. 
She and her husband, Warren Veasey, had 
two children, Juanita and Warren, Jr. 

Mrs. Veasey retired from St. Augustine’s in 
1986 as director of career planning and place-
ment. She continued to serve her community 
by teaching Sunday school at St. Ambrose 
Episcopal Church and was a mainstay of the 
Raleigh veterans’ community. I have fond 
memories of visiting with her at community 
events around Veterans’ Day. ‘‘It’s something 
about the group,’’ she said of her fellow vet-
erans. ‘‘Regardless of where you are, there is 
a bond there that one can never break.’’ 

In an interview in the Raleigh News & Ob-
server, Mrs. Veasey offered sage advice for 
living a meaningful life: ‘‘Keep busy and do 
something for somebody.’’ She exemplified 
this maxim through her decades of dedicated 
service and effective leadership, inspiring 
many to follow in her path. We join with Mrs. 
Veasey’s family, her many friends and admir-
ers, and members of the communities she 
served, in mourning her passing and honoring 
her extraordinary life of leadership and serv-
ice. 

GO BUCS 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to not only congratulate 
the Florida SouthWestern State College men’s 
basketball team as they head to the NJCAA 
tournament for the first time in only their sec-
ond season of competition, but also to wish 
them continued success throughout the tour-
nament. 

The Bucs clinched the Suncoast Conference 
Title and head to Kansas with a 29–2 overall 
record on the season. They are seeded sixth 
in the tournament. I congratulate Coach Marty 
Richter and all of the players for their hard 
work this season—best of luck and continue to 
make us proud. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
STEPHEN A. ROGERS 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the distinguished career of Stephen A. 
Rogers, longtime chairman of Advance Media 
New York, publisher of The Post-Standard, 
Syracuse.com, and NYup.com, who recently 
retired after 58 years in the news business. 

A graduate of Syracuse University, Steve 
Rogers began working part time at The Post- 
Standard and The Herald-Journal in 1960 as 
a beat reporter covering crime. Seeking inde-
pendence from his father, Stephen Rogers, 
then-editor and publisher of The Post-Stand-
ard, Rogers went to work for The Miami Her-
ald as a general assignment reporter. Deter-
mined, Rogers worked hard to become The 
Miami Herald’s managing editor for news. In 
1977, he returned to Syracuse to become edi-
torial director of The Post-Standard and The 
Herald-Journal. Four years later, in 1981, 
Steve succeeded his father as editor and pub-
lisher of both newspapers. 

During his time leading the company, the 
newspapers won recognition for reporting on 
state government failures, Syracuse University 
basketball NCAA violations, and the Pan Am 
Flight 103 bombing over Lockerbie, Scotland. 
Under Rogers’ leadership, The Post-Standard 
has consistently ranked as one of the best- 
read newspapers in the country. 

For the first time in 63 years, the name of 
Rogers or his late father, Stephen Rogers, 
who preceded him as publisher, will no longer 
appear on The Post-Standard’s masthead. As 
a lifelong Central New Yorker, I join many in 
our community in thanking Steve for his lead-
ership and passion for journalism. I am proud 
to congratulate him on his much deserved re-
tirement. 

THE SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE SYRIAN CRISIS 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today marks the start of the 
eighth year for the Syrian crisis. We are no 
closer to a peaceful resolution to the conflict. 
Arguably, the situation has only gotten worse, 
particularly in Eastern Ghouta where the 
Assad regime is doubling down on its bomb-
ings and chemical attacks on civilians. The 
International Committee of the Red Cross pro-
claims that suffering in Eastern Ghouta has 
reached a ‘‘critical point,’’ stating that ‘‘ordinary 
people are once again trapped in a situation 
where life slowly becomes impossible and 
where goods and aid are severely limited.’’ 

Before the war, the country was, by Arab 
standards, solidly middle income with vibrant 
communities. Today, Syria’s development has 
regressed by nearly four decades, and the 
Syrian economy has contracted by an esti-
mated 40 percent. The majority of Syrians 
have lost their livelihoods. School attendance 
has dropped over 50 percent with more than 
two million children now out of school. An esti-
mated 13.5 million people, including six million 
children, are in need of serious humanitarian 
assistance. 4.5 million of these people are in 
hard-to-reach areas, including 540,000 people 
in eleven besieged areas. The numbers are 
staggering. And we all know the images are 
beyond words. 

Meanwhile, Assad and Putin continue to in-
discriminately target civilians in all locations, 
as well as civilian hospitals, despite a late 
February UN resolution calling for a cessation 
of hostilities to enable humanitarian access to 
those in need of aid. 

These atrocities led me to introduce H. Res. 
632, which condemns Assad and Putin for 
their attacks on hospitals and medical per-
sonnel in Syria, and calls on our Secretary of 
State to work with the international community 
to conduct investigations into these serious 
violations of international humanitarian law. 

The United States must send a clear mes-
sage to Assad and Putin that the international 
community is watching and we will hold them 
accountable. As the fighting enters its eighth 
year, I urge this administration to complete a 
comprehensive U.S. strategy for Syria that 
specifically addresses civilian protection and 
these attacks on humanitarian service pro-
viders. 

f 

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY BEVERLY 
GOLDFINE 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to a 
distinguished member of the Duluth commu-
nity, Beverly Goldfine, who will soon be cele-
brating her 90th birthday. Beverly is an activ-
ist, volunteer, and mother who made it her 
mission early on in life to support and improve 
the Duluth community she loves so much. 

Beverly has been active in many Duluth 
area organizations which help those in need 
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such as the Townview Improvement Corpora-
tion and the Duluth-Superior Community Foun-
dation. She made it her goal to help Duluth-
ians find a place to call home regardless of 
their income. Additionally, her husband and 
she established the Beverly and Erwin 
Goldfine Scholarship for Academic Excellence 
to help students at the University of Minnesota 
Duluth reach their full potential. 

It is an honor to recognize Beverly’s many 
accomplishments and contributions to the 
community she loves so much. There is no 
doubt her activism and selfless efforts to help 
those in need have improved the lives of 
countless people. I ask my colleagues in Con-
gress to join me in wishing Beverly a very 
happy 90th birthday. What an incredible mile-
stone. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT OF ROBERT G. 
STANKIEWICZ 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to of-
ficially recognize the outstanding public 
achievement of Robert G. Stankiewicz. Mr. 
Stankiewicz has been in public service for 
close to twenty five years, the past ten with 
the United States Capitol Police (USCP). As 
the Telecommunications Manager, Mr. 
Stankiewicz was instrumental in the implemen-
tation of the new USCP Radio System, built 
the USCP Radio Team now better known as 
CapCom and developed the first USCP mobile 
radio system that provides much needed com-
munications for DPD motorcades. 

He laid the foundation and brought in a very 
highly skilled and diversified group of techni-
cians that will serve the United States Capitol 
Police well for many years to come. Mr. 
Stankiewicz’s retirement marks the end of an 
era at USCP. He is the last of the originals. 
His dedication and commitment to the depart-
ment cannot be measured. Even more impor-
tant though are the friendships he developed 
that will last a life time. While his time at the 
United States Capitol Police has ended with 
his retirement, I know he will be just as suc-
cessful in his future endeavors. I thank him for 
his dedicated service. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MARCY KAPTUR 
MAKING HISTORY AS THE LONG-
EST SERVING CONGRESSWOMAN 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to recognize my colleague, Congresswoman 
MARCY KAPTUR, who is making history as the 
longest serving female member of the House 
of Representatives. 

This is especially momentous for my district, 
as she now surpasses Edith Nourse Rogers, 
who served in Congress for 35 years and pre-
viously held the record of the longest serving 
female member. Representative Rogers was 
the first woman to represent Massachusetts in 

Congress, hailing from my hometown of Low-
ell, Massachusetts and serving the district I 
now represent. 

Edith Nourse Rogers became the sixth 
woman to serve in the House of Representa-
tives when she was elected in 1935. She was 
one of only 17 upon her death in 1960. Today, 
MARCY KAPTUR is one of 84 women in the 
House, and odds are that number is sure to 
grow in November. 

This historic moment is significant because 
of the remarkable commitment to public serv-
ice that MARCY KAPTUR has demonstrated 
over the past 35 years, but also because of 
the model of service she represents to the 
thousands of women who have been moti-
vated to run for office in recent years. 

I am grateful that MARCY has brought a 
woman’s voice to so many critical debates 
over the course of her tenure, and I think it is 
worth pointing out that she has never run un-
opposed. She’s earned every vote she’s re-
ceived in 18 consecutive elections. 

I want to congratulate the gentlewoman 
from Ohio on this remarkable achievement. 
May it inspire continued courage and con-
fidence in women who seek to follow in her 
‘‘persistent’’ footsteps. 

f 

IN RECGNITION OF THE HONOR-
ABLE MICHAEL T. VOUGH, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE GREATER 
PITTSTON FRIENDLY SONS’ 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Honorable Michael T. 
Vough, who will receive the Greater Pittston 
Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick’s Achievement 
Award. He will be honored by the Friendly 
Sons during their annual Saint Patrick’s Day 
celebration on March 17, 2018. 

Judge Vough is the only son of the late 
Henry and Mary Noci-Vough. He is a graduate 
of Pittston Area High School and the Univer-
sity of Scranton. In May 1989, he received his 
Juris Doctorate from the University of Dayton 
School of Law. 

In 1991, Judge Vough founded the Law Of-
fice of Vough & Associates, which served over 
three thousand clients throughout the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania and employed a 
staff of ten. 

From 1992 to 2012, Judge Vough worked 
as an Assistant District Attorney for Luzerne 
County. As Assistant DA, he prepared, evalu-
ated, and prosecuted all criminal cases from 
commission of the crime through sentencing. 
He prosecuted over 1,500 cases resulting in 
plea or trial; represented the Commonwealth 
in over 150 jury trials; and had a 100 percent 
conviction rate in seventy homicide cases. Of 
these seventy homicide cases, nine resulted in 
first degree murder convictions. He partici-
pated in three death penalty jury selection 
cases and had an overall 99.8 percent convic-
tion rate in his twenty years of service with the 
Luzerne County District Attorney’s Office. 

On January 3, 2012, Judge Vough was 
sworn in as judge of the Luzerne County 
Court of Common Pleas. Since 2012, he has 
presided over thousands of criminal and civil 

cases. He currently serves as the Criminal 
Court Division Administrator and has pre-
viously served as the Co-Civil Court Division 
Administrator. 

He is married to Cindy Forlenza Vough, and 
they have four children, Michael, Matthew, 
Nicholas and Jessica. 

It is an honor to recognize Judge Michael T. 
Vough as he accepts the Greater Pittston 
Friendly Sons’ Achievement Award. I am 
grateful to him for his service to the people of 
Pennsylvania. I wish him all the best this Saint 
Patrick’s Day. 

f 

HONORING SOMERSET HIGH 
SCHOOL SENIOR JUSTIN RIVARD 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a remarkable young man from Som-
erset, Wisconsin named Justin Rivard. Justin 
is a senior at Somerset High School and is fin-
ishing up his final semester. But rather than 
just spending that time preparing for his own 
graduation, Justin has gone out of his way to 
help others. He recently invented a device, 
aptly titled the ‘‘JustinKase,’’ that protects stu-
dents and teachers inside their classrooms. 
The steel device slips underneath a classroom 
door and latches to the door’s jam, locking the 
door in place. This prevents anyone with intent 
to commit violence against students or teach-
ers from accessing the room. 

A teacher at Somerset High recently de-
scribed Justin as having ‘the special combina-
tion of motivation and brains and has a motor 
that just keeps going.’’ Indeed, these skills will 
serve Justin well as he continues to use his 
gifts in the service of others as a soldier in the 
United States Army. Everyone in Wisconsin is 
proud of Justin’s ingenuity. And we are grate-
ful for his decision to enter the military and de-
fend our nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BILL PAVKOV 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Bill 
Pavkov of Hastings, Iowa for his dedicated 
service to our country in World War II and the 
Korean War. Bill turned 90 in 2017 and has 
the rare distinction of serving his country in 
two wars. 

Bill was born and raised in Doylestown, 
Ohio. He left school in the l0th grade to join 
the U.S. Army Transport Service in 1944. He 
was only 17 years old and his father had to 
give his permission in order for Bill to serve. 
Bill was aboard Army Transport ships that de-
livered both troops and supplies around the 
world. After his service to our country, Bill re-
turned to Ohio, married and began his career 
as an over-the-road semi-truck driver. In 1960, 
Bill and his family moved to Iowa where he 
started farming and continued driving trucks. 
He served his community as a volunteer fire-
fighter and as Mayor of Hastings. When Bill 
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retired in the 1990s he had logged 52 years 
as a truck driver and 30 years as a farmer. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and congratulate 
Bill for his many years of dedicated and de-
voted service to the United States of America, 
his family, and his community. It is with great 
honor that I recognize him today. I ask that my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in applauding his service 
as a veteran and in wishing him and his family 
nothing but the best. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CENTER FOR 
ASIAN AMERICANS UNITED FOR 
SELF EMPOWERMENT (CAUSE) 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
with my colleague, Congresswoman JUDY 
CHU, to recognize the Center for Asian Ameri-
cans United for Self Empowerment (CAUSE), 
a nonprofit organization based in the Greater 
Los Angeles area. CAUSE has played a piv-
otal role in the promotion of civic engagement 
and leadership development within the local 
Asian Pacific American (APA) community for 
the last 25 years. 

CAUSE began in 1993 as the Chinese 
Americans United for Self Empowerment. The 
organization has been chaired since its incep-
tion by Charlie Woo. In 2003, due to the APA 
community’s diversifying population, CAUSE 
expanded its mission to serve the larger APA 
community, and changed its name accordingly 
to the Center for Asian Americans United for 
Self Empowerment. 

CAUSE was created with the mission to ad-
vance the political and civic empowerment of 
the APA community through nonpartisan voter 
outreach, training, education, and leadership 
development. By providing a greater under-
standing of APA issues, access to resources, 
and a large and thriving network, CAUSE has 
played a pivotal role in empowering the next 
generation to vote, participate, and lead. 

CAUSE has created a pipeline of leadership 
development programs that cultivates leaders 
for the APA community. The oldest of these 
programs is the Leadership Academy, an un-
dergraduate internship program, which has 
graduated 26 classes and has exposed stu-
dents to decision makers, policy makers, and 
issues of the day. The program’s young lead-
ers have developed a deeper awareness of 
the political issues the APA community faces 
in California and in Washington, D.C. 

CAUSE’s Leadership Institute, a six-month 
fellowship, trains mid-career professionals to 
become greater advocates for the APA com-
munity. The fellowship is comprised of intimate 
policy roundtable discussions, civic leadership 
skill development, and access to political lead-
ers who speak at leadership luncheons. 

The CAUSE Leadership Council & Network 
is comprised of preeminent next-generation 
leaders, who are selected to participate by in-
vitation only. Members move the APA commu-
nity forward through education, networks, and 
advancement into leadership positions. They 
also look to ensure equal opportunities for 
leadership representation by building key con-
nections and skills necessary to advance and 
empower emerging leaders. 

Through these programs, CAUSE has de-
veloped a network of over 200 alumni. CAUSE 
is also especially dedicated to advocating for 
more women to rise to positions of power. The 
CAUSE Women in Power program serves 
over 400 women annually through leadership 
conferences to discuss issues women leaders 
face while exploring strategies to overcome 
them. This program inspires women to reach 
their full potential. 

CAUSE has been a primary source of infor-
mation for foreign and native-born APAs. 
CAUSE’s Voter Outreach, Training & Edu-
cation (VOTE) Initiatives provide voters with 
valuable access to voter education and reg-
istration workshops, candidate debates and fo-
rums, and community issue town halls. With 
over 200 volunteers, the VOTE Initiatives work 
to increase APA turnout and voter registration, 
the understanding of candidates and propo-
sitions, and discussion of politics and commu-
nity issues. 

Today, the APA community is the fastest 
growing community in the U.S. and is pro-
jected to be the largest immigrant group in the 
country by 2055. APA voters increased from 
more than 2 million voters across the country 
in 2000 to 3.9 million voters in 2012. In addi-
tion, there has been a growth of over 600,000 
new APA voters nationwide within the last 
three election cycles. However, only about half 
of eligible voters were registered in 2016, and 
there is still a lack of representation in political 
leadership roles. The APA community is sure 
to see increased voter activity and voter en-
gagement under CAUSE’s stewardship. 

Under the leadership of CAUSE’s Executive 
Director, Kim Yamasaki, the organization’s 
budget for programs and staff has increased 
by more than 50 percent. CAUSE is better po-
sitioned than ever to fully activate and engage 
the APA community in politics and the world 
around them. 

On April 5, 2018, CAUSE celebrates its sil-
ver anniversary at an event in Downtown Los 
Angeles with several hundred supporters in at-
tendance. Mr. Speaker, we ask our colleagues 
to please join us in celebrating CAUSE’s first 
25 years of success. We look forward to its 
next 25 years with great anticipation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
roll call vote 104, I was not present because 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY. 

f 

HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the mullahs 
in Tehran are among the world’s worst human 
rights abusers. This year we have witnessed 
their brutality again on display as they merci-
lessly crushed political dissent from their own 
people. International attention has faded but 

the Iranian people are still in the streets de-
manding their rights, whether they be eco-
nomic opportunity, access to water, religious 
freedom, or gender equality. The United 
States must support these dissidents fighting 
for freedom and basic human rights. 

In response, the regime has murdered doz-
ens and locked-up thousands as it has done 
so many times before without punishment 
from the outside world. In perhaps one of the 
most egregious cases, in 1988 the Iranian re-
gime initiated a systematic massacre of thou-
sands of political dissidents. The barbaric 
mass executions by hanging and firing squad 
included teenagers and pregnant women who 
refused to renounce their political affiliations, 
including many from the MEK—today’s leading 
Iranian dissident group. 

It’s important to remember and emphasize 
who exactly were the victims of this bloody 
massacre. Iranian security officials would ask 
detainees ‘‘What is your political affiliation?’’ 
Those who said ‘‘MEK’’ would be immediately 
placed on execution lists. So horrific was the 
act that the deputy to Ayatollah Khomeini at 
the time called it ‘‘the greatest crime com-
mitted during the Islamic Republic, for which 
history will condemn us.’’ 

Their day of reckoning is fast approaching. 
It has taken 30 years to condemn and inves-
tigate this horrific massacre. The United 
States must act swiftly to ensure that the 
Mullahs in Tehran are finally held accountable. 
Our government must work with international 
partners to also investigate other major human 
rights abuses such as the dozens more killed 
during protests in 1999, 2009, and 2017. In all 
cases, the families of those murdered by the 
regime were never told what happened to their 
loved ones’ remains. The United States gov-
ernment and our allies must make it a priority 
to pressure the Iranian regime to disclose 
where the final resting place of the missing is 
so that their families may have a small bit of 
peace. 

Another horrific violation of human rights 
and decency is taking place today on the 
shores of Libya. In 2011, our government self- 
righteously intervened in Libya to topple the 
regime of Muammar al-Gadhafi and then 
turned its back on that country. It is now a full- 
blown failed state where human trafficking is 
taking place. 

Human trafficking is modern day slavery. 
We are seeing thousands of desperate refu-
gees attempting to cross the war-torn country 
to the freedom and opportunity of Europe only 
to end up being exploited by slave traders. Es-
timates indicate there are about 500,000 to a 
million migrants bottled up in Libya that could 
be fodder for this despicable slave trade. Evil 
men, whether they be criminal opportunists or 
terrorists, are subjugating those in the most 
need for their own profit. You cannot put a 
price on human life. 

The fact remains that we simply do not 
know enough about what exactly is going on 
in Libya today. The U.S. government and Con-
gress should further investigate this tragic de-
velopment of human slavery in Libya so we 
can get to the bottom of what is actually going 
on. 

We must know who is exploiting migrants 
for profit, where the money is going, and com-
pel Libyan authorities and the international 
community to respond decisively. It is our 
moral duty to fight for the voiceless who are 
being sold as chattel on the shores of Libya. 
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And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSWOMAN 
MARCY KAPTUR 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
join my colleagues from Ohio and across the 
nation in paying tribute to the dean of the Ohio 
delegation, Congresswoman MARCY KAPTUR, 
as she becomes the longest-serving woman in 
the history of the House of Representatives. 

Congresswoman KAPTUR has been tireless 
in her promotion of Toledo and the people of 
Ohio’s Ninth Congressional District. I am 
grateful to my colleagues who have already 
spoken about her many accomplishments on 
behalf of her constituents throughout her con-
gressional career. 

I want to especially highlight her advocacy 
work on behalf of Lima’s Joint Systems Manu-
facturing Center in my district, which is the 
only facility in the nation capable of producing 
large combat vehicles for the Department of 
Defense. MARCY has used her seniority on the 
House Appropriations Committee to stave off 
cuts to JSMC programs that would have dev-
astated military readiness and destroyed the 
plant’s supplier base. I thank her for her long-
standing bipartisan work to save money for 
the taxpayer while keeping the skilled workers 
of JSMC on the job building modem, safer ve-
hicles on which our servicemembers rely. 

On behalf of the people of Ohio’s Fourth 
Congressional District, I congratulate Con-
gresswoman KAPTUR on achieving this mile-
stone. Her decency and civility are a model for 
all who commit their lives to public service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BONNIE AND DARYL 
HAYNES 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Bonnie 
and Daryl Haynes of Prescott, Iowa on the 
very special occasion of their 70th wedding 
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary 
on January 18, 2018. 

Bonnie and Daryl’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 70th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 70th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

REMEMBERING MR. WARREN 
‘RHUBARB’ JONES 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Mr. Warren ‘Rhubarb’ Jones 
of Tallapoosa, Georgia, who passed away on 
April 2, 2017. 

Rhubarb’s love of music and strong work 
ethic led him to become one of the most tal-
ented and decorated radio personalities in the 
State of Georgia. In his 48 years as a disc 
jockey—23 of them in the Atlanta market—he 
earned many well-deserved accolades, includ-
ing 1983 CMA and ACM DJ of the Year, 1987 
Large Market CMA DJ of the Year, 1991 At-
lanta Country Music Hall of Fame, and 2001 
Country Music Disc Jockey Hall of Fame. 

He was one of the founding members of the 
Georgia Radio Hall of Fame, contributing 
greatly to their organization. He was inducted 
into their inaugural class in 2007. At the time 
of his death, he was the longest-running morn-
ing radio personality in the Atlanta radio mar-
ket. For the last couple years, he hosted mid-
days on Great Classics 98.9 in West Georgia. 

In 2008, Rhubarb joined the Kennesaw 
State University family as Senior Director of 
Special Projects in the Office of Development 
and Distinguished Lecturer in the Department 
of Communication. He was one of the most 
popular professors among their communica-
tions students and a passionate supporter of 
the school, even helping launch their football 
program. 

Rhubarb was passionate about the Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society, and helped start 
the March Across Georgia in 1990. During the 
month of June every year, he would make 
stops all over the state of Georgia, collecting 
pennies everywhere he went. Over 18 years 
ago, he began running a celebrity golf tour-
nament to advocate and raise money for their 
research. Through his efforts, he helped to 
raise over $3.5 trillion. 

On behalf of Georgia’s 11th Congressional 
District and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, I offer my heartfelt condolences 
to Mrs. Donna Jones and their daughters, 
Presley and Callie. Mr. Jones will be fondly re-
membered by all of Georgia for his strong 
dedication to his community and his kind spirit. 
He is greatly missed. 

f 

HONORING JOHN CLAY SMITH, JR. 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing John Clay Smith, Jr. for his 
years of service as interim chair of the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) 
and as Dean of Howard University School of 
Law. John passed away on February 15, 
2018, due to complications from Alzheimer’s 
disease. My thoughts are with John’s family 
during this difficult time. 

John Clay Smith, Jr. was born in 1942 just 
outside of Omaha, Nebraska. He knew he had 

a passion for law at a very early age. He 
moved to Washington, D.C., to work as a 
judge with the Army Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Corps and as an associate at the law 
firm Arent Fox. In 1974, he joined the Federal 
Communications Commission as chief of the 
cable television bureau, but later became an 
associate general counsel there. John Clay 
Smith, Jr. was named interim chair of the 
EEOC in 1978. It was also during this time 
that he was elected as the first African Amer-
ican national president of the Federal Bar As-
sociation. 

As the first female to chair the EEOC, I 
served alongside John to reform it and to de-
velop and implement guidelines related to 
workplace sexual harassment. Once John 
stepped down from his post at the EEOC, he 
went on to serve as Dean of Howard Univer-
sity School of Law from 1986 to 1988, obtain-
ing updated equipment and increased funding 
for faculty members not only to raise the 
school’s profile, but also to assist in it main-
taining its accreditation. In addition, John 
helped raise scholarship funds for the law 
school. During his time at the law school, he 
also served as president of the National Bar 
Association and the Washington Bar Associa-
tion. In 2004, John retired from Howard. 

John graduated in 1964 from Creighton Uni-
versity, where he paid his tuition through 
scholarships and part-time jobs, and grad-
uated from Howard University School of Law 
in 1967, where he was class president. He 
later went on to receive master’s and doctoral 
degrees in law from George Washington Uni-
versity. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in remembering the life and 
legacy of John Clay Smith, Jr. as interim 
chairman of the EEOC and as Dean of How-
ard University School of Law. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on March 13, 
2018, I was not present for votes due to flight 
delays. If I had been present, I would have 
voted: 

On Roll Call vote 102, on the Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H.R. 5247, I would 
have voted No. 

On Roll Call vote 103, on the Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H.R. 4465, I would 
have voted Aye. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAN FLORES 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Dan Flo-
res of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on his recent re-
tirement as a Lieutenant with the Council 
Bluffs Police Department after 36 years of 
service. Dan began his career with the Council 
Bluffs Police Department in 1981. 

Dan said he could sum up his career by 
using one word, ‘‘service’’, and said it has 
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been an honor and privilege to be part of the 
Council Bluffs Police Department. Dan grew 
up in northern Iowa and attended Minnesota 
State University where he received his Bach-
elor’s Degree. Council Bluffs Police Chief Tim 
Carmody said, ‘‘the scope of Dan’s career is 
a testament of how officers have a true invest-
ment in their communities. It’s been a heart-
warming experience and an adventure.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Dan on his retirement and career. Dan has 
made a difference by helping and serving oth-
ers. It is with great honor that I recognize him 
today. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
honoring his accomplishments and in wishing 
him nothing but the best in his retirement. 

f 

CENTENNIAL OF THE YEE SHAN 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, INC. 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate the Yee Shan 
Benevolent Society, Inc. on its centennial cele-
bration on March 18, 2018. 

Since 1918, the Yee Shan Benevolent Soci-
ety has been sharing fellowship, support, 
friendship, benevolence and hope with immi-
grants from the Pan Yu County of the Canton 
Province in China. Over the course of a cen-
tury, it has expanded its services to include 
fundraising for local hospitals, health centers, 
non-profits and other initiatives. Today, the 
Society is a beloved cornerstone organization 
that continues to provide social and commu-
nity enrichment to Chinese Americans in New 
York City and the greater NY region. 

I am proud that the constituents of my dis-
trict continue to support the traditions and val-
ues of this esteemed fraternity along with its 
partners, the Chinese Consolidated Benevo-
lent Association and Lin Sing Association. My 
district is enriched and indebted to them for 
their service to advance the betterment of the 
Chinatown and Lower East Side community. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate the 
Yee Shan Benevolent Society in New York for 
its commendable and exemplary work and 
wish it many years of continued success. 

f 

CELEBRATING FIVE GENERATIONS 
AND 125 YEARS OF VARNS AND 
HOOVER HARDWARE 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate Varns and Hoover Hardware, a 
family-owned business that has been a fixture 
in the Middlebury community for more than 
125 years and that will soon be passed down 
to the fifth generation. 

In the late 1800s, Ellwsorth Varns moved 
his hardware store to the heart ofMiddlebury, 
Indiana, from Michigan. The store started out 
serving farmers and families in this sinall town, 
but over time it grew and adapted to the 
changing economic times. The success and 

longevity of Varns and Hoover Hardware lies 
in the family’s dedication to serving their 
neighbors and providing high-quality products 
at a friendly and convenient location. 

The store always addressed the specific 
needs of the town with products that served 
family farmers, small businesses, the large 
Amish community, and the growing manufac-
turing industry. Now more than a century later, 
it remains a central stop for the small town’s 
residents to get the products they need as 
well as catch up with their neighbors. Its 
charm and character come from its welcoming 
and personal feel and the friendly smiles that 
greet you when you walk in. 

Small businesses are the backbone of the 
American economy, and it is a privilege to rep-
resent a family so devoted to the prosperity of 
their community for so many years. To honor 
Varns and Hoover Hardware is to honor what 
it means to achieve the American Dream. With 
ownership now being passed down to fifth- 
generation family member Nathan Miller, I am 
grateful to be able to recognize such a pivotal 
moment in the history of this Hoosier family, 
their small business, and the community they 
serve. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Varns and Hoover Hardware 
and in wishing them the best in all the years 
to come. 

f 

HONORING THE AIROLINA YOUNG 
AVIATORS PROGRAM 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and commend the ac-
complishments of the Airolina Young Aviators 
(AYA) Program of Durham, North Carolina. 

Established in 2016, AYA provides opportu-
nities for high school students—often from dis-
advantaged communities—to receive profes-
sional introductory flight training and 
mentorship, engaging them in STEM edu-
cation projects and offers classes and pre-
paring them for flight examinations and pilot li-
censes. These credentials, enriched by the 
guidance of AYA mentors, equip students with 
valuable experience, achievements, skills, and 
references as they begin to apply to jobs, col-
leges, and aviation university programs. 

The AYA program was founded by Captain 
Warren Wheeler, a Durham native who estab-
lished the first African American-owned and 
-operated air service in the United States. An 
entrepreneur, aviator, and businessman, War-
ren paved the way for African Americans and 
others who wished to pursue careers in the 
field of aviation. In 1979, he became the first 
airline owner to use government employment 
training programs such as the federal Com-
prehensive Employment Training Act to train 
unemployed and low-income people of color 
who sought careers in the airline industry. In 
addition to providing his students with practical 
instruction, Wheeler served as their employ-
ment negotiator with regional and national car-
riers to help advance their careers. 

Captain Warren continued his mission to ex-
pand and support the number of certified mi-
nority pilots by establishing AYA as part of 
Airolina Flight & Music Support, a non-profit 

organization based in Durham, just two years 
ago. Through Warren’s visionary leadership 
and the work of dedicated board members 
and volunteers, AYA currently supports twen-
ty-two students attending flight simulation 
training, five students presently flying, and two 
who will take their flight tests to qualify for 
their pilot’s licenses within the next few 
months. 

On behalf of the people of the Fourth Con-
gressional District of North Carolina, I applaud 
the work of the Airolina Young Aviators Pro-
gram for empowering young members of our 
community and helping move the Research 
Triangle toward a future in which all our stu-
dents can pursue and achieve their dreams. 
For these students, the sky truly is the limit. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE INSTAL-
LATION OF DR. DENNIS FRISCH 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE AMER-
ICAN PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSO-
CIATION 

HON. BRIAN J. MAST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Dr. Dennis Frisch, a podiatric physician 
who practices in his hometown of Boca Raton, 
Fla., for his installation on March 18, 2018, as 
President of the American Podiatric Medical 
Association. 

Dr. Frisch has dedicated his life to service 
in his profession and his community. After 
graduating from Dr. William M. Scholl College 
of Podiatric Medicine and completing his resi-
dency at the Franklin Boulevard Community 
Hospital in Chicago, Ill., Dr. Frisch went into 
private practice in Boca Raton. 30 years later, 
he continues to provide podiatric care in that 
community. 

He has been board certified in podiatric sur-
gery by the American College of Foot and 
Ankle Surgeons for nearly 25 years and is a 
founding member of the American Society of 
Podiatric Surgeon. Dr. Frisch has also served 
as president of the Florida Podiatric Medical 
Association, winning the FPMA Podiatrist of 
the Year Award and its President’s Award. In 
addition, he has twice been named one of the 
top 150 Most Influential Podiatrists in America 
and was appointed by Governor Charlie Crist 
to the Florida Board of Podiatric Medicine, 
serving for 6 years. 

Dr. Frisch has also been an active member 
of the American Podiatric Medical Association. 
He was elected to its Board of Trustees in 
2007 before becoming Treasurer. He is also a 
member of APMA’s Annual Meeting Com-
mittee and Scholarship Committee, as well as 
serving as the APMA Barry University liaison. 

Dr. Frisch is also active in the Boca Raton 
community. He has served two terms as presi-
dent of the Boca Raton Rotary Club and 
served for eight years as a Commissioner for 
the Greater Boca Raton Beach and Parks Dis-
trict. Currently, he is an appointed Board 
member to the City of Boca Raton Parks and 
Recreation Department Advisory Board. And 
last, but most importantly, Dr. Frisch is a 
proud husband to his wife Jennifer, father to 
his two children, Ashley and Daniel, and Pa 
Pa of two grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Dr. Frisch great success 
as he takes the helm of the American 
Podiatric Medical Association. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. ROBERT FRYZEK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Dr. Rob-
ert Fryzek of Glenwood, Iowa on his retire-
ment as a practicing physician. Dr. Fryzek has 
served the Glenwood area for the past 54 
years, practicing general family medicine and 
received the respect, trust, and loyalty of his 
patients who called him ‘‘a working man’s doc-
tor.’’ 

Dr. Fryzek graduated from Central High 
School in Omaha, Nebraska in 1952. He re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree from Creighton 
University in Omaha and earned his medical 
degree from the University of Nebraska in 
1960. Dr. Fryzek served his internship at Wes-
ley Hospital in Wichita, Kansas and spent two 
years at the Western Shoshone Duck Valley 
Indian Reservation in Owee, Nevada before 
moving to Glenwood, Iowa in 1963 to start his 
local practice. Dr. Fryzek offered weekend 
hours, treated patients at the local nursing 
home on his days off, served as the County 
Medical Examiner, and volunteered as the 
team doctor for Glenwood High School. He is 
a one-of-a-kind doctor who went above and 
beyond for his patients and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and congratulate 
Dr. Fryzek on his retirement and thank him for 
his many years of dedicated and devoted 
service to the citizens of Glenwood. I am 
proud to represent him in the United States 
Congress and I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating him for his many accom-
plishments and in wishing him and his family 
nothing but the best. 

f 

FIRST DOMESTIC PRODUCTION OF 
MOLY99 BY NORTH STAR NU-
CLEAR MEDICINE 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, on February 8, 
2018, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) approved the first domestic production 
of Moly99 by North Star Nuclear Medicine, 
which is located in Beloit, Wisconsin. Moly99 
is the key substance used in 50,000 daily pro-
cedures using nuclear medicine to diagnose a 
variety of illness. 

For many years, the United States has been 
dependent on foreign sources using nuclear 
fission offshore. These reactors, located in 
Canada, the Netherlands, South Africa, and 
Australia, are old and have been the subject 
of many disruptions of supply causing short-
ages. 

Working with help from the U.S. Department 
of Energy and the cooperation of the FDA, 
North Star has developed a system to produce 
Moly99 without any use of uranium, resulting 
in little waste and no nuclear waste. 

I want to congratulate George Messina, 
North Star’s CEO, and his 130 employees, lo-
cated in the cities of Beloit and Madison, on 
their achievement. Nuclear medicine is vital to 

the diagnosis and cure of many diseases. 
Thanks to the dedication and perseverance of 
this Wisconsin company, consumers will have 
access to the first domestic supply of this 
much needed medicine. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. JOSEPH KELLY 
MCCUTCHEN III 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to my friend, Mr. Joseph Kelly 
McCutchen III, a man who has dedicated his 
life to serving the people of the state of Geor-
gia. 

Kelly was born in Ellijay, Georgia, to Joe 
and Betty McCutchen. He graduated from 
Gilmer High School and became the third gen-
eration in his family to attend the Georgia In-
stitute of Technology, where he graduated 
with the highest honors. He began his career 
in the Trust Department of Trust Company 
Bank in Atlanta, where he was a vice presi-
dent before he joined the Georgia Public Pol-
icy Foundation in 1993. For many years, he 
offered the state guidance and counsel on 
issues including education, tax, health care 
and economic policy. 

Kelly became president and CEO of the 
Georgia Public Policy Foundation in 2010. He 
resigned from GPPF recently, after nearly 25 
years providing Georgia’s policymakers and 
lawmakers with the intellectual ammunition to 
embrace policy over politics. He remains ac-
tive in Foundation policy as part of the think 
tank’s network of Senior Fellows. 

At the Georgia Public Policy Foundation, his 
service to the state and its people has been 
exemplary. Kelly helped create the Civic Re-
newal Project that highlights the work of out-
standing community-based organizations, the 
‘‘No Excuses’’ program to recognize and study 
high achieving and high poverty public 
schools, and award-winning statewide report 
cards on education, crime and taxes. During 
his tenure, the Foundation was named First 
place for highest integrity and Third place for 
most knowledgeable among business organi-
zations or state associations in Georgia, by 
James magazine (2004) and, in January 2018, 
one of the Best Independent Think Tanks in 
the 2017 Global Go-To Think Tank Index Re-
port. 

A tireless fundraiser for GPPF and numer-
ous nonprofit organizations, Kelly was also a 
member of the Leadership Georgia Class of 
200l. He served on the boards of Leadership 
Georgia, the Georgia Tech Alumni Associa-
tion, and the Conservative Policy Leadership 
Institute. He was a founder and Governing 
Board Chair of Tech High, a math, science 
and technology-focused public charter school 
in Atlanta. 

He co-founded the Georgia Warrior Alliance, 
a nonprofit with the mission to make Georgia 
the national Leader in programs supporting 
military veterans and their families. He served 
on the board of the Georgia Chamber of Com-
merce and chaired the board of the 
Healthcare Institute for Neuro-Recovery and 
Innovation Foundation. He served on the Edu-
cation Policy Committee and the Health Care 
Policy Committee for the Georgia Chamber of 

Commerce; the Georgia Science and Tech-
nology Executive Committee; the Public Policy 
Committee for the Metro Atlanta United Way, 
and is a policy adviser for the Technology As-
sociation of Georgia. 

Through his work and civic engagement, his 
lovely wife, Mary Kay Davis McCutchen, has 
been a dedicated companion. Kelly and Mary 
Kay live in Atlanta, as Kelly tells the rest of 
Georgia, ‘‘So you don’t have to!’’ Married 
since 1994, the McCutchens have a son, 
Kelly, and a daughter, Caroline, both in col-
lege; Caroline is the family’s fourth-generation 
attendee of Georgia Tech. 

On behalf of Georgia’s 11th Congressional 
District and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, I commend Kelly McCutchen for 
his many years of outstanding, dedicated and 
effective service. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSWOMAN 
MARCY KAPTUR, THE LONGEST 
SERVING WOMAN IN THE HIS-
TORY OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate my good friend from Ohio, 
Congresswoman MARCY KAPTUR. 

On this historic occasion—as MARCY be-
comes the longest-serving woman in the his-
tory of this House—I am honored to stand by 
her side. 

As Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, I have seen firsthand the personal 
passion MARCY brings to protecting democracy 
and freedom around the globe. 

Nowhere is this more evident than in her 
work on behalf of the people of Ukraine and 
the diaspora here in America. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus, she has been a tireless advocate for 
the democratic transition in Ukraine—and es-
pecially championing the rights of Ukrainian 
women. She has sponsored legislation sup-
porting freedom and human rights in Ukraine, 
in addition to promoting the important role that 
women play in Ukraine’s economy. 

This is because MARCY understands the crit-
ical role that Ukrainian women can and must 
play in their country’s future—as educators, 
leaders, entrepreneurs, and peacemakers. 

Likewise, she wants to see more opportunity 
for women all around the world. I am particu-
larly grateful for her support for my Commit-
tee’s efforts to ensure that women and girls 
are empowered by, and included in, U.S. dip-
lomatic efforts abroad, including legislation to 
promote the inclusion of women in peace ne-
gotiations and peacekeeping efforts. MARCY 
has also long been supportive of the Commit-
tee’s efforts to promote girls’ access to edu-
cation. 

Here in the United States, of course, MARCY 
has proven her commitment to promoting 
women’s rights. I am proud to join her in spon-
soring the Smithsonian Women’s History Mu-
seum Act, aptly numbered, H.R. 19. Alongside 
our good friend from New York, CAROLYN 
MALONEY, we are, as MARCY put it, seeking ‘‘to 
record the history of over half of our citizenry 
in a way that brings them into full view.’’ 
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I have no doubt that when we succeed in 

building the first National Women’s History 
Museum, MARCY KAPTUR will be prominently 
represented. 

MARCY is an inspiration to women and girls 
across the country who aspire to lead—who 
aspire to participate in their democracy. 

I am proud to have partnered with her on 
these and so many other issues, and am 
thankful for her years of service. 

f 

CALLING FOR THE END OF THE 
SYRIAN CIVIL WAR AND FOR 
PRESIDENT BASHAR AL-ASSAD 
TO STEP ASIDE 

HON. STEVE CHABOT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mark the seventh anniversary of the Syrian 
people’s demand for democracy, which began 
on March 15, 2011. 

As a senior Member of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee, I have watched President 
Bashar al-Assad commit a catalogue of the 
most barbaric crimes during seven years of 
civil war. These include his use of chemical 
weapons against civilians, his mass imprison-
ment and murder of his own citizens, and his 
deliberate shelling of noncombatants. His vio-
lence has created a catastrophic refugee cri-
sis, and the death toll from his brutal war is in 
the hundreds of thousands. 

Worse, Russia and Iran have been keen to 
expand their influence in Syria—no matter the 
human cost. Not only has Vladimir Putin 
propped up Assad militarily, but he has pro-
vided diplomatic cover for Assad’s crimes. 
Further, Tehran has entrenched itself in Syria 
by mobilizing and training numerous proxy 
fighters. This expanded influence undermines 
American interests, threatens Israel, and fur-
ther destabilizes the Middle East. 

I encourage the Administration to work with 
Congress and our allies to bring this war to a 
needed conclusion; one that transitions Syria 
into a post-Assad future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GORDON KOKENGE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Gordon 
Kokenge of Clarinda, Iowa who recently re-
tired after twenty-eight years of service to the 
City of Clarinda as a member of the City 
Council and as Mayor. Gordon was elected in 
l988 to the City Council and as Mayor in 2005. 

Gordon has served Clarinda with honor, 
dedication, and with determination to improve 
the lives of every citizen. During his tenure he 
has been a leading force in economic devel-
opment in Clarinda to help develop new indus-
tries and help save local companies that have 
now prospered and expanded. Many citizens 
in Clarinda supported Gordon because of his 
insight, knowledge, commitment to the city, 
and his concern for the city’s budget. He has 
a reputation of working for the good of the 

city. Clarinda City Manager Gary McClarnon 
said, ‘‘Gordon has been a very good leader for 
the city and will be remembered as a great 
leader for the city during his time as a City 
Councilman and Mayor.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Gordon for taking an active role in his commu-
nity. Gordon’s commitment is not only for 
Clarinda but for all of Southwest Iowa. I am 
proud to represent him in the United States 
Congress and I ask that my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating him for his service and wishing him 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MAR-
GARET PERKINS, CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENT 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Margaret Perkins, a Civil Air 
Patrol volunteer from New York’s 21st District 
who is being honored with the Congressional 
Gold Medal. 

Margaret was born on November 17, 1917, 
and attended Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology, Skidmore College, ahd Columbia Uni-
versity. After training to fly aircraft at the Lewis 
Lavery Air School in Round Lake, New York, 
Margaret received her pilot’s license from the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority in 1943 at only 
twenty-four years old, and became the first fe-
male licensed pilot in Saratoga County. As a 
member of the Civil Air Patrol during World 
War II, Margaret flew anti-sabotage missions 
to ensure the security of dams and other 
structures. She also shuttled single-engine 
military observation aircraft between airports at 
the request of the U.S. Government. 

In gratitude and recognition of her service in 
the Civil Air Patrol during World War II, Mar-
garet is being honored with the Congressional 
Gold Medal. The Medal is the highest civilian 
award presented by the U.S. Congress as its 
highest expression of national appreciation for 
outstanding contributions. 

It is no doubt that Margaret contributed sig-
nificantly to U.S. success in World War II, and 
I am extremely proud to rise today in honor of 
her achievements. New York’s 21st District is 
forever grateful for Margaret’s courageous 
service to her country. 

f 

THE SYRIAN SLAUGHTER MUST 
END 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, the past few weeks has brought an unfor-
tunate intensification of the Syrian Civil War as 
the Syrian government, aided by Russia, con-
tinues to bomb rebel-held towns and cities in 
Syria—including targeting hospitals. This wors-
ening crisis puts even more innocent civilians 
at risk as the fighting moves closer to heavily 
populated areas. 

We should not make the same mistakes as 
the Obama administration, whose ‘‘strategic 

patience’’ allowed Russia to get a foothold in 
the Middle East by propping up the brutal dic-
tatorship of Syrian President Bashar al Assad 
and obstructing peace efforts by the UN Secu-
rity Council. Putin is knowingly allied with mur-
derers. 

That is why I am a co-sponsor of H.R. 1677, 
the Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act of 
2017, which would sanction anyone respon-
sible for hindering access to humanitarian re-
lief in Syria as well as any person who know-
ingly provides support to the Syrian Govern-
ment in their attempt to acquire ballistic mis-
siles. The House passed H.R. 1677 last year, 
and I urge the Senate to pass this bill as well. 

In conclusion, God Bless our Troops, and 
we will never forget September 11th in the 
Global War on Terrorism. 

f 

HONORING CARLOS CHAIREZ 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Carlos Chairez for his exceptional serv-
ice to his community and his country. 

Mr. Chairez valiantly served his country dur-
ing World War II as a Private First Class in the 
United States Army. Mr. Chairez served in the 
European Theater of war as a member of 
General Patton’s Third Army, Fourth Armored 
Division. As the war came to a close, his divi-
sion was converted into the peacekeeping 
constabulary force. With great confidence and 
great strength, Mr. Chairez helped create vic-
tory and a better world. 

Mr. Chairez embraced his country in a time 
of great need. He went into a perilous domain 
and fought to preserve democracy and install 
freedom. He helped to bring peace to a region 
torn apart by the ravages of war. 

Mr. Chairez has been happily married for al-
most 70 years to his wife Margarita, has 4 
children, and 7 grandchildren. His love for his 
family and country is unparalleled and I deeply 
admire his dedication, charisma, and will-
power. He is an outstanding role model for us 
all. I am honored and privileged to thank such 
an extraordinary man. I hope he continues to 
be a reminder to us all to never forget no sac-
rifice is too great or small. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE LIFELONG 
IMPROVEMENTS IN FOOD AND 
EXERCISE ACT OF 2018 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to 
reintroduce the Lifelong Improvements in Food 
and Exercise Act, authorizing a national initia-
tive to attack a major health problem in the 
United States that cannot be remedied 
through the health care system alone. Increas-
ing rates of overweight and obesity are now 
found in Americans of every age, race and 
other major demographic groups, and threaten 
the health of Americans like no other disease 
or condition. In fact, the key to eliminating 
many of the most serious health conditions is 
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not only to reduce overweight and obesity, but 
also to encourage exercise of all kinds. 

The LIFE Act would provide $25 million to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) for a coordinated national effort to 
reverse increasingly sedentary lifestyles and 
diets that are high in fat and sugar. Specifi-
cally, my bill seeks to provide the first national 
strategy to combat the overweight and obesity 
epidemic by directing the CDC to do three 
things: train health professionals to recognize 
the signs of obesity early and to educate peo-
ple concerning healthy lifestyles, such as 
proper nutrition and regular exercise; conduct 
public education campaigns about how to rec-
ognize and address overweight and obesity; 
and develop intervention strategies to be used 
by the states in everyday life, such as in the 
workplace and in community settings. This 
legislation, however, meets the bare minimum 
for what is needed to address our most impor-
tant health crisis. 

In 2010, estimates from the CDC National 
Center for Health Statistics showed that since 
1980, the percentage of children who are 
overweight has more than doubled, and the 
percentage of adolescents who are overweight 
has tripled. The CDC also reports that Type 2 
Diabetes, once considered an adult disease, is 
now widespread among children. The rising 
cost of the health care system, including insur-
ance premiums, reflects this epidemic. Today, 
chronic diseases, many of which are caused 
or exacerbated by overweight and obesity, ac-
count for 70 percent of all deaths in the U.S., 
and 86 percent of U.S. medical care costs. 

A focused national health initiative would 
provide guidance to the states to engage in 
similar programs, as mayors of some cities 
have done. A national focus could lead to 
changes, such as full participation in high 
school physical education classes, which 
dropped from 42 percent in 1991 to 33 per-
cent in 2005. Changes in nutrition are equally 
critical because more than half of all young 
people consume too much fat, a factor in the 
doubling of the percentage of overweight 
youth. Data also show an increase in 
unhealthy eating habits for adults and no 
change in physical activity. 

According to a 2017 study conducted by the 
American College of Sports Medicine, the Dis-
trict of Columbia is one of the fittest cities in 
the United States and, yet, even here, obesity 
continues to be a severe problem. Most of the 
obesity epidemic is exercise-and-food-related. 
Approximately one-fifth of District residents are 
considered obese. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in support 
of this important legislation to mobilize the 
country now before entirely preventable health 
conditions, which often begin in childhood, 
overwhelm the nation’s health care system. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF ROBERT C. SWEENEY 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of Robert C. 
Sweeney—a bold and courageous community 
leader, a pioneer for New Jersey workers, and 
a devoted husband, father, and grandfather. 

He will be deeply missed by the entire State 
of New Jersey, particularly our brothers and 
sisters in labor for whom he tirelessly advo-
cated throughout his entire life. 

Bob was committed to fighting for the work-
ing men and women of New Jersey. For twen-
ty-five years, Bob served as President and 
Business Manager of Local 399 of the Inter-
national Association of Bridge, Structural and 
Ornamental Ironworkers in South Jersey. As 
the longest-serving business manager in the 
history of the ironworkers, Bob fought vigor-
ously to defend the labor movement and New 
Jersey’s dedicated workforce. Bob’s unflinch-
ing values and passionate leadership continue 
to live on through the steadfast work of his 
sons—Robert Sweeney, New Jersey Senate 
President Stephen Sweeney, and New Jersey 
AFL–CIO Vice President Richard Sweeney. 

Mr. Speaker, I am deeply grateful for Bob 
Sweeney’s invaluable contributions to our 
community and our state, and I am confident 
that his memory will serve as an inspiration for 
our future generations. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GREG COL-
LINS, GREATER WILKES-BARRE 
FRIENDLY SONS’ MAN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Greg Collins, who will re-
ceive the ‘‘Man of the Year’’ Award from the 
Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons. He will be hon-
ored during the Friendly Sons annual Saint 
Patrick’s Day celebration on Friday, March 16, 
2018. Greg has forty years of finance experi-
ence and is the former senior vice president 
and area president of Wells Fargo Bank. 

Greg is a native of Kingston, Pennsylvania. 
After graduating from West Side Central 
Catholic, he began his career as a teller at 
Wyoming National Bank. While working as a 
teller, Greg attended night classes at 
Misericordia University, majoring in business 
administration. While working for Wyoming 
National Bank and its successors, Greg took 
on more responsibility, taking management 
positions and eventually advancing to senior 
leadership roles. From 2009 until his retire-
ment in September 2017, Greg served as 
Wells Fargo’s community bank area president 
for Northeastern Pennsylvania. He led more 
than three hundred team members and 
oversaw the operations of thirty-seven Wells 
Fargo branch banking offices across nine 
counties. 

Greg remains an active member of the com-
munity in his retirement. He is a member of 
the board of trustees at Misericordia Univer-
sity, a board member of the Greater Wilkes- 
Barre Chamber of Business and Industry, 
Leadership Wilkes-Barre, the Wilkes-Barre 
YMCA, the Wilkes-Barre General Hospital, 
and the United Way of Wyoming Valley. In 
2015, he chaired the American Heart Associa-
tion Gala for Northeastern Pennsylvania. He 
was the recipient of the 2015 North Star 
Award from the Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Council Boy Scouts of America, the 2015 Dis-
tinguished Leadership Award from Leadership 
Wilkes-Barre, and the 2015 Community Serv-

ice Award from the Salvation Army. Greg is a 
2010 graduate of Leadership Wilkes-Barre’s 
Executive Leadership Program and a 4th-de-
gree member of the Knights of Columbus. 

It is an honor to recognize Greg Collins as 
he accepts the ‘‘Man of the Year’’ Award from 
the Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons. I am grateful 
to him for his forty years of service to the peo-
ple of Northeastern Pennsylvania, and I thank 
him for his continued leadership in his commu-
nity. I wish him all the best on this Saint Pat-
rick’s Day. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEFF BALLENGER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jeff 
Ballenger of Council Bluffs, Iowa for his lead-
ership and vision in helping organize 13 honor 
flights that have taken nearly 3,500 Iowa vet-
erans to Washington, D.C. to visit memorials 
built in their honor. 

Jeff and his father, Bill Ballenger, saw a 
need to honor our country’s aging veterans 
from World War II, the Korean War, and Viet-
nam War. The Ballengers have partnered with 
HyVee, Inc., Casey’s General Stores, and oth-
ers to raise more than $3 million to fund this 
special endeavor. Jeff said, ‘‘It takes nearly 
200 volunteers to help make each honor flight 
a success. Dad and I might be the front, but 
we could not do it without the volunteers who 
are so important in turning the plans into a re-
ality.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Jeff on his dedication and diligence to pro-
mote, organize, and fund the 13 honor flights 
for our Veterans. I am proud to represent him 
in the United States Congress. I ask that my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Jeff and 
in wishing him nothing but continued success 
in all his endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 7TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE START OF 
THE SYRIAN WAR 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to mark the 7th anniversary of the beginning 
of the Syrian War. 

Since the conflict began in 2011, over 
500,000 Syrians have been killed, including 
50,000 children by the murderous dictator 
Bashar al-Assad and his Russian and Iranian 
backers. These brutal regimes not only target 
civilians with their artillery strikes, but the 
Assad regime continues to use chemical 
weapons, including chlorine gas, to kill his 
own citizens with impunity. 

Over the last 7 years, over 30 chemical 
weapons attacks have taken place in Syria. 
Bashar al Assad has used these chemical 
weapons in clear violation of international law, 
and against countless resolutions by the 
United Nations Security Council. The world 
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has seen the heartbreaking images of children 
gasping for their lives, body bags lining the 
streets, and horrific videos of these chemical 
weapon attacks. We cannot turn a blind eye to 
the genocide before us. 

The situation in Syria today is devastating 
with no signs of immediate improvement. As I 
have said before, in order to prevent the rise 
of the next generation of terrorists and killers, 
we must ensure that Bashar al-Assad is re-
moved from power. I believe the United States 
of America was put on this Earth to be an ex-
ample of self-governance and order in a world 
drowning in strongmen, oppression, and pov-
erty. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the United States 
to exert leadership in Syria. If we fail to act 
and if we fail to lead, we are failing humanity. 
Failing to act in Syria is a failure on us all. We 
must learn from history, learn from past mis-
takes, and take action as a global leader for 
freedom and hope. Stopping Assad’s genocide 
in Syria is part of our mission statement, and 
I will continue to do what I can in support of 
that mission. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in doing the same. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. LILLIE 
RUTH GANTT-EVANS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the work and service of a 
dedicated community activist, engaged citizen, 
and dear friend of longstanding Mrs. Lillie 
Ruth Gantt-Evans. She will be honored by 
South Macon Arts Revitalization Technology 
(SMART), Inc. at the International Cherry 
Blossom Gospel Extravaganza in Macon, 
Georgia on Friday, March 23, 2018. 

Lillie is a native of Macon, Georgia and a 
product of the Bibb County School System. 
After graduating from high school, she went 
on to attend Crandall Business College, com-
plete nursing training at Hemlock School of 
Nursing and Spirometry training through 
Marshfield Clinic at St. Joseph’s Hospital. She 
also studied Early Childhood Education at Fort 
Valley State University. 

Once she received her nursing degree, she 
began working as a nurse at Macon Hospital 
(now The Medical Center). Lillie was one of 
the first African-American nurses to work in 
the intensive care unit. After five years at 
Macon Hospital, she transferred to Robins Air 
Force Base Hospital where she worked as a 
nurse. for twenty-five years. Beyond her duties 
and responsibilities as a nurse, she has also 
dedicated her personal life to helping people 
from all walks of life in her community. In 
1968, during her tenure at Robins Air Force 
Base Hospital, Lillie opened Gantt’s Preschool 
and G and J Adult Day Care. Once she retired 
from Robins Air Force Base Hospital in 1986, 
she opened M.A. Evans School to help stu-
dents whose birthday delayed their enrollment 
in school. She kept the school running for 52 
years without requiring government funding. 
She renamed G and J Adult Day Care to L 
and J Adult Day Care to pay tribute to her late 
mother, who helped to run her businesses 
while she worked as a nurse. 

Throughout her career, Lillie has been rec-
ognized for her commitment and leadership in 

the community. These acknowledgements in-
clude the J. C. Penny Golden Rule Award; the 
Department of the Air Force Service Award; 
the Legendary Educator Award; the Humani-
tarian of the Year Award; an Honorary Doc-
torate from the City of Macon in 2002; and ap-
pointments as Lieutenant Colonel, Aide-De- 
Camp, and to the Governor’s Staff by then 
Governor Jimmy Carter in 1991. 

In conjunction with her professional accom-
plishments, Lillie became the first African- 
American to be appointed as President of the 
Democratic Women’s Party and the first Afri-
can-American woman to serve as Chair of the 
Democratic Party of Macon-Bibb County. 

Lillie’s distinguished achievements have 
been mirrored by her extensive involvement in 
civil rights. After witnessing several racial in-
justices against African-Americans, Lillie de-
cided to get involved in the Civil Rights Move-
ment. She marched locally and throughout 
Georgia alongside Hosea Williams, William P. 
Randall, and Tyrone Brooks to advocate for 
civil rights and equal treatment of African 
Americans. 

Lillie’s faith has always instilled within her a 
desire to positively shape the community in 
which she lives. As a member of New Pleas-
ant Grove Missionary Baptist Church, she reg-
ularly incorporates her faith into her commit-
ment to public service by serving as an active 
participant in the Gospel Choir, the Nurse’s 
Guild, and the Trustee’s Ministry. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get, you make 
your life by what you give.’’ We are so grateful 
that Lillie has dedicated her time and talents 
to improve the quality of life for others. A 
woman of great integrity, her efforts, her dedi-
cation, and her expertise are unparalleled. 
Middle Georgia shines a little brighter because 
of Lillie Gantt-Evans. 

Lillie has accomplished much throughout 
her life, but none of this would have been pos-
sible without the love and support of her hus-
band, Benjamin; her children, Merita, Chandra, 
Gregory, and Jimmy (deceased); her grand-
children; and the countless others positively 
who impacted her life over the years . 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join my 
wife Vivian and me, along with the more than 
730,000 constituents of the Second Congres-
sional District, in extending our sincerest con-
gratulations and appreciation to Mrs. Lillie 
Ruth Gantt-Evans for her dedicated service to 
the people of Middle Georgia. 

f 

HONORING CORA COLE-MCFADDEN 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the career of a devoted 
public servant, community leader, and friend, 
Cora Cole-McFadden, who has recently con-
cluded her service on The Durham City Coun-
cil and as the city’s Mayor Pro Tempore. 

A native of Durham, North Carolina, Cora 
developed her organizational skills and 
showed a keen sense of justice as early as 
her teenage years. She and three other class-
mates desegregated Hillside High School, a 
defining event that began her lifelong commit-
ment to fighting for equal rights for all mem-
bers of the Durham community. 

Cora’s career is marked by many ‘‘firsts.’’ 
She served as the first African American 
woman to lead a department in the City of 
Durham and the first African American woman 
to be named the city’s Mayor Pro Tempore. 
She was also the first recipient of the City of 
Durham’s Diversity Change Agent Award, 
which is now named in her honor. 

In her seventeen years in the Durham City 
Council and as Mayor Pro Tempore, Cora was 
a tenacious advocate for safe and affordable 
housing, accessible healthcare, and empow-
ering youth in the Durham community. She 
championed the City of Durham Youth Com-
mission’s representation at the first-ever Youth 
Summit sponsored by the North Carolina 
League of Cities. She helped spur the creation 
of a local teen center, and constantly sought 
ways to serve disadvantaged youth. 

Cora has served in various leadership posi-
tions in the Durham community, including the 
NAACP, the Housing Appeals Board, the 
Homeless Services Advisory Committee, the 
Joint City-County Planning Committee, and 
the Mayor’s Committee for Persons with Dis-
abilities. She has also served on the board of 
the National League of Cities and has been 
active in the North Carolina League of Munici-
palities. Although she is retiring from public of-
fice, no one doubts that Cora will find ways to 
express her love of the people of the Bull City 
and continue to serve. 

I am personally indebted to Cora Cole- 
McFadden for years of good advice and loyal 
support—from the time I first learned my dis-
trict was being redrawn to include Durham 
right up to the present. She is quick with a 
smile and a word of encouragement, even in 
difficult times. Her energy and optimism are in-
fectious—you know you can do the job and 
you certainly don’t want to let her down. 

Lisa and I, along with constituents in the 
Fourth District and colleagues in the North 
Carolina congressional delegation, want to 
thank Cora Cole-McFadden for her generous 
and inclusive spirit and her dedicated service. 
We wish her and her family the very best as 
she begins the next chapter of her life. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JESS AND CHASE 
WELLER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jess and 
Chase Weller, of Weller Farms. They were re-
cently awarded the Iowa Farm Environmental 
Leader Award by the Iowa Department of Agri-
culture and Land Stewardship, Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, and the Iowa Gov-
ernor’s office. 

They were nominated for this award be-
cause of their implementation of soil health 
and conservation practices on their farming 
operation. They have recognized improved 
water quality and soil sustainability is impor-
tant for not only their business but also for the 
farmers working and living near them and the 
citizens of Iowa. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Jess and Chase Weller for this award, and for 
working hard to make sure Iowa is a quality 
place to farm and live for many years to come. 
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I am proud to represent them in the United 
States Congress and ask that my colleagues 
in the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating the Wellers and 
wishing them nothing but continued success. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS (TOM) 
PETERS, PH.D. 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Thomas (Tom) Peters, Ph.D., 
for his twenty years of stellar leadership and 
exemplary public service as President and 
CEO of the Marin Community Foundation. 

A native of San Francisco, Dr. Peters fin-
ished his undergraduate degree at San Fran-
cisco State University, before going to the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, where he completed a 
Doctorate in Psychology and Health Science. 
He began his public health career in 1974 at 

the San Francisco Department of Public 
Health, and would go on to achieve repeated 
success and advancement over the course of 
24 years, finishing that chapter of his profes-
sional life as the Director of Marin County’s 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

In 1998, Dr. Peters became the President 
and CEO of the Marin Community Foundation 
(MCF). Combining his clinical and philan-
thropic careers to head one of the largest 
community foundations in the country, Dr. 
Peters has become a leading national voice 
for community philanthropy, advocating for 
and facilitating the dedication of private re-
sources for the public good. MCF has distrib-
uted more than $1.3 billion in grants to non-
profits working in critical community issues, 
ranging from education, healthcare, and the 
environment, to economic opportunity and ac-
cess to the arts. 

Under his leadership, Marin Community 
Foundation became the first community foun-
dation to approve a non-discrimination policy 
for its donor advised funds. He set the exam-
ple for others to say NO to organizations, 
projects, and programs that discriminate on 

the basis of race, color, religion, gender, na-
tional origin, age, medical condition, veteran 
status, marital status, disability, ancestry, sex-
ual orientation, or any other characteristic pro-
tected by law. 

A respected community leader and cham-
pion for equity, he frequently offers the com-
munity a moral compass for taking action on 
important matters, like breaking down barriers 
to academic achievement and raising the bar 
for underserved communities, working to pro-
tect public lands and the environment, secur-
ing affordable housing where supply has been 
historically elusive, and fighting for com-
prehensive immigration reform. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Peters has been a cham-
pion of champions on a wide array of critical 
issues, and has led the Marin Community 
Foundation to take actions that have produced 
positive impacts throughout the region. There-
fore, please join me in expressing my deep 
appreciation and praise for his indomitable 
leadership on the occasion of his 20th anni-
versary as President and CEO of the Marin 
Community Foundation. 
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