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RECOGNIZING PATRICIA 
SPOONHEIM 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a Montana musician known and 
loved by hundreds of thousands of fans in 
Montana and across the world. 

That’s no exaggeration, because she has 
played in one iconic Montana establishment 
for 55 years. 

Patricia Spoonheim, better known as Piano 
Pat, began playing keyboards at the Sip ’n Dip 
Lounge in Great Falls in 1963. Travel publica-
tions acclaim the Sip ’n Dip as a ‘‘must see’’ 
in Montana, and Piano Pat is one of the rea-
sons. 

Pat was born and raised along Montana’s 
Hi-Line in the 1930s. Even during harsh win-
ters, Pat’s mother would drive her over 80 
miles roundtrip for piano lessons. She began 
playing professionally at the age of 14. 

Pat worked multiple jobs and played several 
nights a week to support her family. Now into 
her 80s, Piano Pat still enjoys what she does. 
She teaches her grandchildren piano and con-
tinues to work nights at the Sip ’n Dip. The 
one song she says she particularly loves per-
forming is ‘‘Try a Little Tenderness.’’ 

Television networks and national publica-
tions have profiled Piano Pat. A cable tele-
vision channel recently featured her to rep-
resent Montana in a series titled ‘‘Her Amer-
ica: 50 Women, 50 States.’’ 

Her music and spirit have entertained count-
less Montanans and visitors from across the 
globe. It is my honor to recognize Patricia 
Spoonheim for entertaining patrons of the Sip 
’n Dip and for representing our Montana way 
of life. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ECOLAB, INC. 
ON WINNING THE WORLD ENVI-
RONMENT CENTER’S 34TH AN-
NUAL GOLD MEDAL AWARD 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ecolab, Inc. on winning the World 
Environment Center’s (WEC) 34th Annual 
Gold Medal Award. The WEC Gold Medal is 
one of the most prestigious forms of recogni-
tion for commitment to the practice of sustain-
able development. 

This week, Doug Baker, the chairman and 
CEO of Ecolab, Inc., will receive on behalf of 
the company the WEC’s Gold Medal for Inter-
national Corporate Achievement in Sustain-
able Development. Ecolab, Inc. was selected 
because of its commitment to global water 
conservation, and its development of tools that 

demonstrate the value of water and reveal 
water-related risks so customers can make 
better informed decisions. Together, these in-
novations are helping customers improve 
water and energy use while preserving natural 
resources. Notably, the company helped cus-
tomers conserve 171 billion gallons of water in 
2017, and aims for 300 billion gallons of water 
conserved annually by 2030. 

Ecolab, Inc. is an international leader in ad-
vancing global water stewardship through part-
nerships aimed at conserving natural re-
sources. Ecolab, Inc. partners with non-gov-
ernmental organizations, such as the World 
Wildlife Fund and The Nature Conservancy to 
help advance water conservation and steward-
ship initiatives throughout the world. Ecolab, 
Inc. has also demonstrated international lead-
ership as a founding partner of the Alliance for 
Water Stewardship’s Water Stewardship 
Standard, a globally consistent and locally 
adaptable framework to inform decisions and 
to promote sustainable freshwater use. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
please join me in celebrating this special occa-
sion and congratulating Ecolab, Inc. on win-
ning the WEC’s Gold Medal for International 
Corporate Achievement in Sustainable Devel-
opment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RABBI STEPHEN 
HART 

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of my friend and a pillar in our 
community, Rabbi Stephen Hart. Rabbi Hart is 
retiring from his position as senior Rabbi after 
25 years of dedicated and distinguished serv-
ice to Temple Chai in Long Grove, Illinois. 

Stephen Hart was born and raised in Chi-
cago where he attended Sinai Congregation in 
Hyde Park. He spent his young summers as 
at Olin Sang Ruby Union Institute camp, build-
ing on the Jewish identity establish by his fam-
ily. 

After completing his undergraduate degree 
at Spertus College, he pursued his Rabbinic 
ordination from Hebrew Union College. He ini-
tially served as a rabbi at North Shore Con-
gregation Israel in Glencoe for six years be-
fore joining Temple Chai. 

Over the course of his quarter century with 
Temple Chai, Rabbi Hart has nurtured an in-
clusive community that celebrates the full 
cycle of Jewish life and inspires lifelong learn-
ing, community service and a love of Israel. 
He has served his congregation, and indeed 
our broader local community with distinction, 
leading by example through his keen under-
standing of Jewish values and dedication to 
active outreach and youth engagement. 

Rabbi Hart has long been dedicated to com-
munity outreach. Early in his career, while at 
North Shore Congregation Israel, he helped 

develop the nationally-recognized ‘‘Stepping 
Stones to a Jewish Me’’ program, intended to 
help children of interfaith marriages under-
stand the faith of their Jewish parent. Rabbi 
Hart has also been a leader in the national 
Jewish community, serving on the National 
Commission on Reform Jewish Outreach of 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
and the Union for Reform Judaism. Rabbi Hart 
also serves on the Executive Committee of the 
Chicago Association of Reform Rabbis. 

A resident of Buffalo Grove, Rabbi Hart is 
married to his wife, Mendy and together are 
the proud parents of two daughters, Lani and 
Dena. 

I want to thank Rabbi Hart for 25 years of 
committed service, dedicated leadership, vi-
sion and passion. On behalf of Illinois’ Tenth 
Congressional District, I wish Rabbi Hart the 
very best in his well-deserved retirement with 
family and friends. 

f 

LAKE COUNTY PARKS AND 
RECREATION 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect that I take this time to congratu-
late Lake County Parks and Recreation, as 
the organization celebrates its 50th anniver-
sary. For half a century, the parks department 
has enhanced the lives of the residents and 
visitors of Northwest Indiana. In recognition of 
this milestone, the organization will be cele-
brating with numerous programs and events 
throughout 2018. 

On June 1, 1968, Lake County Parks and 
Recreation was created by the Lake County 
Council. Back then, the department was work-
ing with nothing more than a dirt road running 
through two-hundred acres of land. However, 
the group’s leaders, members, and volunteers 
had a vision for Lake County Parks and 
Recreation to provide a place for residents 
and guests to enjoy nature, host family gath-
erings, ride their bikes, accommodate chil-
dren’s activities, and conserve land. 

Throughout the years, Lake County Parks 
and Recreation has surpassed its goals and 
exceeded its expectations, and it continues to 
progress. Today, Lake County maintains elev-
en parks and has preserved thousands of 
acres of open space, natural areas, historic 
sites, and trails. Due to the hard work and 
dedication of its numerous employees, volun-
teers, and elected officials, the department 
has exceeded all expectations. With over one 
million people visiting the park sites yearly, the 
organization truly adds to the quality of life in 
Northwest Indiana. 

Lake County Parks and Recreation is recog-
nized by the State of Indiana as being a pro-
gressive department. The organization pro-
vides numerous innovative educational and 
cultural programs for children and adults. In 
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addition, through its efforts to restore and 
manage forested properties, wetlands, and 
prairies, the department holds storm waters, 
improves water and air quality, protects en-
dangered species, and helps to maintain nat-
ural habitats. Lake County Parks and Recre-
ation has won numerous awards and acco-
lades for its great works, and it is certainly 
worthy of each and every honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Lake County Parks and Recreation on 
its 50th anniversary. For the past fifty years, 
the leadership, employees, and volunteers of 
the department have enhanced the lives of 
countless individuals through their unwavering 
commitment to the community of Northwest In-
diana, and they are worthy of the highest 
praise. 

f 

HONORING THE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF SOQUEL 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the 150th Anniversary 
of the Congregational Church of Soquel. Es-
tablished in May of 1868, the Congregational 
Church of Soquel has built a legacy of pro-
viding a safe and supportive environment for 
many of my constituents in the 20th Congres-
sional District of California. The church has a 
history of service and sanctuary, while actively 
engaging in acts of compassion, justice, and a 
sense of responsibility. 

The Congregational Church of Soquel—also 
known as the Little White Church in the 
Vale—has served as a pillar of the Soquel 
community since it was first organized by 
Joshua and Narcissa Parrish in 1868. The 
Church, both as a brick-and-mortar institution 
and as a family, persevered through many ad-
versities while maintaining a sense of service 
to the community. The Church has repeatedly 
served as a shelter and temporary fire station 
during natural disasters. Even through the 
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake which dev-
astated much of our community, the Church 
remained indomitable. 

The Church not only provides opportunities 
for satisfying spiritual needs, but also works to 
provide tangible solutions to community 
needs, including hunger and homelessness. 
Currently, the Church fulfills its mission of ad-
dressing food insecurity and homelessness 
through its partnership with many crucial orga-
nizations in my district such as Meals on 
Wheels, the Second Harvest Food Bank, and 
the Homeless Services Center. In addition, the 
church also partners with The Great Chili 
Cook-Off, which supports the Mid-County 
Homeless Coalition—Shower Trailer Program. 
Through these partnerships, local organiza-
tions can ensure that many of those in need 
are provided with emergency food and hous-
ing. 

The Church not only looks for opportunities 
to help within our community, but also beyond 
our country’s borders. The Church continues 
to address food insecurity internationally 
through its work with the Panamerican Insti-
tute in Tijuana, Mexico. There, the Church 
provides food baskets for families of the Insti-

tute and motivates both youth and adults to 
make improvements in schools and homes in 
the area. In addition to the church’s service in 
Mexico, they also participate in Solehope, 
which provides shoes to children in Uganda. 
In Kenya, the church supports Happy Life 
Children’s Home, which helps to find homes 
for abandoned children. These missions and 
services that the church participates in locally 
and globally show their dedication to uplifting 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the 
dedication and commitment to compassion 
and justice that the Congregational Church of 
Soquel provides to the 20th Congressional 
District. We are fortunate to have an institution 
like the Congregational Church of Soquel call 
the central coast of California home. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the Congregational Church of 
Soquel. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ASSIST-
ANCE LEAGUE OF GLENDALE’S 
75TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Assistance League of Glendale 
upon its seventy-fifth anniversary. 

The Assistance League of Glendale began 
with a small group of women dedicated to per-
forming selfless acts for the local community 
and has since developed into a multifaceted 
philanthropic organization targeted at providing 
aid to women, men and children in need of 
guidance, assistance and care. The members 
work to ensure that the needs of children and 
seniors in Glendale are met with care and re-
spect, and dedicate thousands of hours to im-
prove the city. 

Committed to promoting education and en-
riching the lives of students, the Assistance 
League of Glendale provides clothing to ele-
mentary school children in need, reading sup-
port and books, as well as thousands of dol-
lars in scholarships for students graduating 
from high schools and college in Glendale. 

In addition to its exceptional work for young 
students, the Assistance League of Glendale 
provides social programs and meals for sen-
iors, weekly training for developmentally chal-
lenged adults to learn vocational skills, and 
quality pre-owned merchandise as well as 
clothing at affordable prices. 

This volunteer-driven organization continues 
its mission to assist and uplift as it strives to 
address the increasing needs of the commu-
nity with innovative, dynamic and creative phil-
anthropic programs that promote emotional 
and physical well-being, and over the years 
has evolved to meet the shifting needs of the 
community. 

The Assistance League of Glendale serves 
as a brilliant example of the power of vol-
unteerism and what people can do when in-
spired to connect with others in the spirit of 
humanitarianism. The time, effort, and care 
that the organization has given to the commu-
nity is outstanding, and the residents of Glen-
dale and the greater Los Angeles area have 
benefited greatly from their work. 

I ask all Members to join with me in com-
mending the Assistance League of Glendale 

for seventy-five years of dedicated, out-
standing and invaluable service to the commu-
nity. 

f 

MICHAEL MARTINEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Michael Mar-
tinez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Michael Martinez is a student at Standley 
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Michael 
Martinez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Mi-
chael Martinez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GUNNERY SER-
GEANT JEREMY L. LONG ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
United States Congress, it is an honor for me 
to rise today in recognition of the forthcoming 
retirement of Gunnery Sergeant Jeremy L. 
Long on June 30, 2018. 

GySgt Jeremy Long has served the United 
States Marine Corps with honor and distinction 
for twenty years. A career of such longevity in 
support of our national security is, in itself, an 
accomplishment worthy of recognition. GySgt 
Long has accomplished extraordinary achieve-
ments during his exceptional career that de-
mands more than just recognition of a grateful 
nation. He has earned the respect of count-
less fellow Marines that have benefited from 
his leadership and technical expertise in six 
different military occupational specialties and 
the adulation of millions, who he has never 
met, but who benefited from his service none-
theless. 

Jeremy Long’s Human Intelligence occupa-
tional specialty put him directly into harm’s 
way on multiple deployments into the most 
dangerous battlefields of his generation. 
GySgt Long deployed to Iraq three times. First 
to Mahmudiyyah in 2003, then Husaybah in 
2004 and again in 2005 with the 13th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capa-
ble). Later, he deployed to Afghanistan three 
more times. First, with the 1st Marine Special 
Operations Battalion (MSOB) in 2007 to 
Helmand Province, again in 2009 with the 1st 
MSOB in 2009 and finally with the Special Op-
erations Task Force-81 in 2012. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:01 May 17, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K16MY8.004 E16MYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E659 May 16, 2018 
GySgt Long has served his country in some 

of the most dangerous places in the world. He 
has also dedicated significant effort developing 
the necessary skills that enabled him to be an 
enormous asset and enabler for the units he 
served. For example, he spent 52 weeks 
learning the Pashtu language, an extremely 
difficult language to learn. He attended other 
schools such as the very intense and difficult 
Survival Evasion Resistance and Escape 
course (SERE), Technical Surveillance 
Sciences Course, the Close Quarters Battle 
courses and Electronic Surveillance courses. 

Finally, as a Command Counterintelligence 
Staff Officer assigned to the Marine Corps 
Embassy Security Group, he has conducted 
multiple counterintelligence site visits to Ma-
rine Corps Security Guard Detachments in 
places like Moscow, Russia; Hong Kong, 
Hong Kong; Freetown, Sierra Leone; and 
Bridgetown, Barbados. 

Over the course of 20 years of dedicated 
service, GySgt Long has repeatedly dem-
onstrated honor and dedication indicative of a 
great Marine and American hero. His valiant 
efforts both across oceans in enemy territory 
as well as here at home have helped to pro-
tect and shape our nation. On behalf of the 
United States Congress, and the American 
people we represent, I extend my deep appre-
ciation to Gunnery Sergeant Jeremy L. Long 
for his service to our country. My best wishes 
on a happy retirement and continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MOUNT OLIVE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 200th Anniversary of Mount 
Olive Baptist Church. This church is the oldest 
in the Stafford, Virginia area and has uplifted 
the community through countless hardships 
and celebrated through countless joys. 

The Mount Olive Baptist Church was estab-
lished on May 16, 1818, as a rudimentary 
wood structure under the guidance of Rev-
erend Horace Crutcher. The church began to 
grow immediately, and established a school in 
the aftermath of the Civil War. 

The church has since launched outreach 
programs in Zambia, Ghana, and New Zea-
land, providing food, water, shelter, and med-
ical care to the needy. They also provide bible 
studies, musical ministries, and youth pro-
grams for the Stafford community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me as we recognize the immeasurable 
good that the Mount Olive Baptist church has 
done for those in the Stafford community over 
the last 200 years. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call votes 181, 182, and 183 on Tuesday, 

May 15, 2018. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Yea. 

f 

BUFFALO BILL DAYS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Buffalo Bill Days for receiv-
ing the Golden Rotary Ethics in Business 
Award. 

The Ethics in Business Award was estab-
lished by the Golden Rotary to honor for-profit 
and non-profit businesses. The recipients of 
this award must maintain integrity, conviction 
and possess high ethical standards dem-
onstrated by the treatment of customers, em-
ployees, community and the environment. 

Buffalo Bill Days is a 100 percent volunteer 
run non-profit organization. They are respon-
sible for putting on the largest community fes-
tival in Golden, Colorado. The event dates 
back to the 1940s and is an event the resi-
dents of Golden look forward to every year. 
Buffalo Bill Days is well known for their re-
sponsible management of finances and are a 
model for how organizations can work and co-
operate with one another. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
Buffalo Bill Days for receiving this well-de-
served honor by the Golden Rotary. I thank 
them for their continued commitment to our 
community. 

f 

WELCOMING GUEST CHAPLAIN DR. 
TED KITCHENS TO THE U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
welcome Dr. Ted Kitchens as our guest chap-
lain this morning and greatly appreciate him 
leading us in prayer. 

Dr. Kitchens is from the 12th District of 
Texas, which I proudly represent. 

He’s served as the Senior Pastor of Christ 
Chapel Bible Church in Fort Worth for the past 
36 years. 

Under his leadership, Dr. Kitchens grew his 
congregation from 116 people to more than 
6,000 members per week. 

Christ Chapel Bible Church has also grown 
to become a vital partner with the entire Fort 
Worth community. 

Dr. Kitchens has been married to his wife 
Lynn for 41 years, and they have two wonder-
ful children, Kassie and Tyler. 

I want to thank Pastor Kitchens for all he 
does to serve our community and for providing 
us with spiritual guidance on this day. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I missed three votes on 

May 15, 2018. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 181; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 182; and YEA on Roll Call No. 
183. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE NORTH 
COUNTRY MISSION OF HOPE ON 
ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the North Country Mis-
sion of Hope on its 20th anniversary. 

In 1998, Sister Debbie Blow and a team of 
dedicated students from Seton Catholic 
School started a fundraising project to benefit 
victims of Hurricane Mitch in Nicaragua. What 
started as a small project grew to yearly mis-
sion trips to Nicaragua, ultimately becoming 
the North Country Mission of Hope. Since 
then, the North Country Mission of Hope has 
partnered with countless non-governmental or-
ganizations to create a network of support all 
the way from the North Country to Central 
America. 

While originally established to help hurri-
cane victims, the North Country Mission of 
Hope has grown to support sustainable pro-
grams in education, healthcare, community 
and ecological development. Its service 
reaches some of the poorest areas of Nica-
ragua. Currently, the North Country Mission of 
Hope coordinates over 850 education spon-
sorships, nutritional feeding programs at 24 
schools, and ships needed supplies at least 
twice a year. Through its tireless commitment 
to serving others, the Mission of Hope continu-
ously achieves its goal of fostering hope and 
empowering relationships with the people of 
Nicaragua. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to honor the North Country Mission of Hope 
for its 20 years of service and thank its mem-
bers for being exceptional ambassadors of the 
North Country. I look forward to watching the 
amazing things that the North Country Mission 
of Hope accomplishes for many years to 
come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
attend votes on May 15, 2018 due to Pennsyl-
vania primary elections. Had I been present, I 
would have voted as follows: YEA for rollcall 
vote 181; YEA for rollcall vote 182; and YEA 
for rollcall vote 183. 

f 

LUKAS KNIGHT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Lukas Knight 
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for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Lukas Knight is a student at Warren Tech 
North and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Lukas 
Knight is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Lukas Knight for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

III CORPS’ 100 YEARS OF 
EXCELLENCE 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful nation, I wish III Corps a 
happy birthday for its first century of brave 
service. Since its birth in 1918, ‘America’s 
Hammer’ has never faltered in defending free-
dom and upholding the U.S. Army’s reputation 
as the world’s elite fighting force. 

From day one, this historic corps has been 
comprised of brave men and women who 
have selflessly devoted themselves to a great-
er good. When forces of tyranny threaten the 
world, when the oppressed are in danger of 
losing hope, when duty calls, the Phantom 
Warriors of III Corps stand ready. Over the 
decades, their mission has remained the 
same: be prepared to rapidly deploy and con-
duct the full spectrum of military operations to 
defeat any adversary. 

I am proud to stand alongside III Corps as 
they continue to defend freedom, accomplish 
any mission, and leave a legacy for future 
generations to follow. III Corps’ 100 years of 
excellence represents America at its very best. 

f 

HONORING AND REMEMBERING 
THE LIFE OF CHIEF TOM EMER-
SON 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
today to acknowledge the life of a devoted 
community leader and loving father and hus-
band, Chief Tom Emerson, who died suddenly 
at the age of 58 after more than 30 years of 
service to law enforcement and public safety 
in Northern Michigan. 

A native to the Grand Traverse area, Chief 
Emerson dedicated his life to public service. 
For the past seven years, Tom served as the 
Elk Rapids Police Chief, first joining the de-
partment in March 2011. Prior to that, he 
served with the Grand Traverse County Sher-
iff’s Office, where he retired as a Captain in 
2010 after 26 years of service. Chief Emerson 

was also a firefighter with Grand Traverse 
Rural Fire and the Elk Rapids Fire Depart-
ment, where his contributions to the creation 
of their training facility were instrumental. He 
was named Firefighter of the Year in January 
of 2018. 

Tom was well-respected as a community 
leader, selfless public servant, mentor, and 
friend. Following visitation, Chief Emerson will 
be laid to rest on Sunday, May 20, in Traverse 
City. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Emerson’s impact on 
Northern Michigan cannot be overstated. His 
family and community can take pride in know-
ing that the state of Michigan is a better place 
thanks to his life’s work. On behalf of Michi-
gan’s First Congressional District, I ask you to 
join me in recognizing an outstanding commu-
nity leader whose contributions will continue to 
bless Michiganders for many years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE OUT-
STANDING SERVICE OF COACH 
ROBERT A. GREEN 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
honor to rise today and recognize the achieve-
ments of Coach Robert A. Green, also known 
as ‘‘Pompey.’’ Coach Green, a world-class 
runner, Army veteran, and Athletic Director at 
Dillard High School in Fort Lauderdale, Flor-
ida, touched countless lives over the course of 
his distinguished career and represented the 
best of men, known by all for his generosity, 
kindness, and caring of his athletes. 

Coach Green was born in Fort Myers, Flor-
ida and attended Dunbar High School. He was 
considered the fastest football player in his 
graduating class of 1949. He attended Allen 
College in Columbia, South Carolina, on a full 
football scholarship, where he obtained four 
Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
Championships in the 100-yard dash and be-
came the first runner from Allen to run in the 
world famous Penn Relays in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. After school, Coach Green 
joined the United States Army, receiving nu-
merous awards, medals and commendations 
for achievements. While serving in the military, 
he tied the world record for the 100-yard dash 
at 9.3 seconds. 

Coach Green began working at Dillard High 
School in Fort Lauderdale in 1957. He served 
as the Track Coach, Department Chair and 
Athletic Director over a 35-year career. He 
was the first African American Coach to attend 
the Broward County Coaches Clinic for Track 
Coaches, allowing Dillard High School to par-
ticipate in the County’s Integrated Track Meet 
in 1967. 

He is also the founder of the Panther 100 
Club. This innovative and vast booster club 
has donated over $100,000 to the academic 
and athletic clubs of Dillard High School. 
These funds have afforded numerous unique 
opportunities for the children of Dillard High 
School, including trips to Alaska, New Orle-
ans, and Washington, D.C. Coach Green is a 
member of the National Negro, Allen Univer-
sity, Florida High School and Dillard High 
School Halls of Fame. The tracks of Dillard 
High School and Dunbar High School are 

named in his honor and his football jersey, No. 
4, is retired from use at Dunbar High School. 

Mr. Speaker, Coach Robert A. Green is 
more than deserving of recognition in the an-
nals of American History for his service to our 
country, and his dedication to the education, 
mentoring, and the personal development of 
the youth of Dillard High School. I thank him 
once again for his years of service. 

f 

NICHOLAS KULHANEK 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Nicholas 
Kulhanek for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Nicholas Kulhanek is a student at Arvada 
West High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Nicholas 
Kulhanek is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Nicholas Kulhanek for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 181; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 182; and YEA on Roll Call No. 
183. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GLENN THOMPSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I was detained in my Congressional 
District due to the Primary Election. Had I 
been present, I would have voted YEA on Roll 
Call No. 181; YEA on Roll Call No. 182; and 
YEA on Roll Call No. 183. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARKWAYNE MULLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
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have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 181; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 182; and YEA on Roll Call No. 
183. 

f 

EXHAUCE KUMESO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Exhauce 
Kumeso for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Exhauce Kumeso is a student at Arvada K– 
8 and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Exhauce 
Kumeso is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Exhauce Kumeso for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

SHARING STUDENTS’ ‘MARCH FOR 
OUR LIVES’ REMARKS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, I came 
to the Floor and spoke about the March For 
Our Lives on March 24 and the nine extraor-
dinarily poised students in Morristown, New 
Jersey, who spoke at the rally there, which I 
attended. I include in the RECORD remarks by 
Isabella Bosrock. I hope my colleagues will 
read them and internalize the sense of fear in 
which our nation’s students are living every 
day—and our responsibility as Members of 
Congress to do something to address this cri-
sis of gun violence. 

MARCH FOR OUR LIVES REMARKS 
(By Isabella Bosrock) 

My name is Isabella Bosrock, and I am a 
senior at West Morris Mendham High School. 
Today you will be hearing from seven incred-
ible high school students from across the dis-
trict who are here today to say ‘enough is 
enough’ and ‘never again’ to senseless gun 
violence. Before we begin, I would like to 
take a moment and thank Mr. Steny Hoyer, 
a U.S. Representative for Maryland’s Fifth 
Congressional District and the Minority 
Whip of the House for being here today. 

On March 20, a mere four days ago, a sev-
enteen year old boy named Austin Wyatt 
Rollins walked into Great Mills High School 
with his dad’s hand gun and shot two stu-
dents, one of which was an ex-girlfriend. Re-
ports say he did this because of a recent 
break up with the girl he shot. The student 
resource officer on duty, Blaine Gaskill man-
aged with great bravely to shoot and kill the 
gunman, avoiding the loss of many more 
lives. 

While this event is incredibly upsetting it 
is not unlike many things that have hap-

pened in the country is the years since Col-
umbine. It is horrible that as adolescents we 
have become used to the idea that gun vio-
lence is a method of dealing with our prob-
lems. This pattern of gun violence has been 
perpetuated by adult lawmakers who refuse 
to do anything about the bloodshed in their 
schools. 

I bring this up today because Mr. Hoyer is 
the representative of the district where 
Great Mills High School is located, yet he is 
still here at our march today. Let’s all thank 
him for being here today. I also bring this up 
because I think that it is so important that 
we make sure we acknowledge every in-
stance of senseless gun violence that occurs 
within this country. While Parkland was 
able to get mass media attention, hashtags 
on social media and ‘thoughts and prayers’ 
from everyone around the world, there are so 
many acts of violence that occur in the U.S. 
every single day that go completely unno-
ticed. 

Often times we give them attention for a 
couple of days, maybe a week, then we for-
get, and other times we fail to acknowledge 
them at all. In fact there have been eighteen 
instances of a gun firing at schools in the 
U.S. since the beginning of 2018, which aver-
ages out to about three per week. 

This cannot be our reality. However many 
people do not know this because they never 
gain the same attention as events like Park-
land. These other shootings often resulted in 
no bloodshed or a few injured. But this 
doesn’t mean that they are any less cata-
strophic because every single life of those 
students will be forever changed. Each and 
every day they walk into the school that al-
most cost them their lives, and they are 
forced to face their worst fears. The lives of 
the students in the eighteen schools will 
never ever be the same. It is so easy for us to 
watch these catastrophic events unravel on 
the news for a week, donate money to the 
cause, post a hashtag on social media, then 
move on with our lives. But it is so impor-
tant in our crazy, ever changing lives to 
never forget. 

We have to make sure that we not only re-
member to hold the lives of those lost in our 
hearts, but to make sure that we are holding 
the people who are accountable, responsible 
for the lives of innocent people murdered. 

It is up to us to change the future, but 
these changes will only come by reflecting 
on the past and acknowledging what hap-
pened. Forgetting will not do anything but 
make us complacent and allow more of these 
massacres to happen. 

That being said, I encourage every single 
one of you today to go out and read about 
the other school shootings that you may 
have missed and hold those victims in your 
memory so that we can use those losses to 
fuel the fire of change. 

f 

HONORING THE INDIAN LAKE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the Indian Lake Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Since its founding in 1988, the Indian Lake 
Chamber of Commerce has played a crucial 
role in promoting economic growth and help-
ing small businesses flourish throughout Ham-
ilton County. The Chamber understands the 
needs of local businesses and residents in its 

community, as shown through its work advo-
cating for rural broadband and encouraging 
tourism in the Adirondacks. By establishing 
partnerships, shaping public policy, and pro-
viding programs and services for businesses 
in the community, the Chamber enhances the 
quality of life for all who live in the region. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to commend the Indian Lake Chamber of 
Commerce on its unwavering commitment to 
the community. I look forward to watching the 
Chamber continue to succeed for many years 
to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FRANK LEFFINGWELL 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I sa-
lute the extraordinary career of Frank 
Leffingwell as he retires from a lifetime of civic 
involvement. Along with his many contributions 
to Central Texas, Frank’s outstanding work as 
a councilman for the City of Round Rock, 
Texas has helped make my hometown a great 
place to live and work. 

Frank’s commitment to investing his gifts, 
talents, and abilities to improve his community 
is a deeply held creed that speaks to the gen-
erosity and activism of a true and devoted 
public servant. His resume tells the story of a 
man unafraid to contribute both his time and 
energies to a multitude of organizations that 
rely on volunteerism and social engagement to 
make good communities great. 

His tenure on the Round Rock City Council 
is marked by his tremendous efforts to support 
his growing town’s long-term vitality through 
economic development. Frank’s worked tire-
lessly to ensure residents have a rich quality 
of life that includes access to water, energy, 
and cutting-edge health care while supporting 
the arts, our first responders, and the most 
vulnerable. His legacy speaks to the highest 
values we Texans hold dear. 

Frank Leffingwell’s retirement is the richly- 
deserved beginning of an exciting journey. I 
join his colleagues, family, and friends in hon-
oring his career, commending his commitment 
to public service, and wishing my friend noth-
ing but the best in the years ahead. 

f 

MIGUEL LOPEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Miguel Lopez 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Miguel Lopez is a student at Arvada High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Miguel 
Lopez is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 
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I extend my deepest congratulations to 

Miguel Lopez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, due to horrible 
weather, I was unavoidably detained from 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 181; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 182; and YEA on Roll Call No. 183. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained. However, had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 181; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 182; and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 183. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, on 
Tuesday, May 15, I was unavoidably detained 
due to weather conditions and was not 
present for Roll Call votes 181, 182, and 183. 
Had I been present, I would have voted: 

Yea on Roll Call 181, on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass H.R. 613, the Lieu-
tenant Osvaldo Albarati Correctional Officer 
Self-Protection Act; 

Yea on Roll Call 182, on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass H.R. 4854, the Jus-
tice Served Act; and 

Yea on Roll Call 183, on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass H. Res. 285, ex-
pressing the sense of the United States House 
of Representatives that Congress and the 
President should empower the creation of po-
lice and community alliances designed to en-
hance and improve communication and col-
laboration between members of the law en-
forcement community and the public they 
serve. 

f 

KYLE MCCLELLAND 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kyle 
McClelland for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Kyle McClelland is a student at Sobesky 
Academy and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kyle 
McClelland is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Kyle 
McClelland for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. GOPAL 
GUTTIKONDA 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I cele-
brate and recognize the work of an excep-
tional citizen, Dr. Gopal Guttikonda, who dedi-
cated himself to helping the residents of Cen-
tral Texas by founding the Temple Community 
Clinic. His commitment to public service rep-
resents Texas values at their very best and he 
is a fitting recipient of Leadership Temple’s 
prestigious Distinguished Alumni Award. 

During his career, Dr. Guttikonda saw many 
hard-working Texans who did not have access 
to proper healthcare due to their ineligibility or 
lack of financial means. Seeking to ensure the 
healthcare was available for those in need, he 
made the selfless decision to create the Tem-
ple Community Clinic to improve the quality of 
life for all citizens in Central Texas. 

What started as a 1,300-square foot space 
in the Jeff Hamilton Community Building grew 
substantially to what is now a world-class 
health resource for the underserved population 
in Central Texas. Elite physicians have volun-
teered their services to those who had no in-
surance or the financial means to afford treat-
ment for themselves and their families. Dr. 
Guttikonda’s dream of accessible healthcare 
has been impacting lives now for twenty-six 
amazing years. 

Dr. Guttikonda’s devotion to his community 
doesn’t stop when his shift at the hospital 
ends. This married father of two, whose great 
work has been honored by his colleagues on 
numerous occasions, keeps busy with a vari-
ety of civic organizations that work to bring 
positive change to a variety of areas. His com-
mitment to investing his gifts, talents, and 
abilities to improve his community is a deeply 
held creed that speaks to the generosity and 
activism of a true and devoted public servant. 

Dr. Gopal Guttikonda’s vision, dedication, 
and commitment to the health of all has made 
a real and lasting difference in lives of Central 
Texans. I’m both proud and humbled by his 
achievements and wish him continued suc-
cess in the future. I join his family, colleagues, 
and friends in saluting his tremendous work as 
he is richly honored with Leadership Temple’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award. 

HONORING ARNOLD A. PISKIN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Arnold A. Piskin who 
served in the Army Air Corps during World 
War II. Mr. Piskin was stationed at Horsham 
St. Faith, England where he flew 36 missions 
over France and Germany as a pilot on the B– 
24J Liberator named ‘Howling Banshee.’ At 
the age of 20 he was the youngest member of 
his crew and flew combat missions in the Eu-
ropean Theater of Operations (ETO) as part of 
the 8th Air Force, 2nd Air Division, 96th Bomb 
Wing, 458th Bomb Group, and. 753rd Squad-
ron. In addition, they flew one of the 10 origi-
nal AZON aircraft straight from the United 
States. Mr. Askin and his crew flew their final 
4 missions were in support of the Battle of the 
Bulge on December 24–28, 1944. 

During his 8 months in the European theater 
he received the Air Medal with 3 Oak Leaf 
Clusters and the Distinguished Flying Cross 
(DFC). In addition, he received the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with 5 
Bronze Stars for Air Offensive Europe, Nor-
mandy, Northern France, Germany, Ardennes. 

After the war, Mr. Piskin took advantage of 
the GI bill and earned a BS in Physical Edu-
cation from New York University (NYU) and 
later a MS in Social Work from Columbia Uni-
versity. He spent his professional life in Jewish 
communal work. This included servicing com-
munity centers, community organizations, chil-
dren’s camps and fundraising. While at NYU, 
he met his wife Hannah Korenthal who he has 
been married to for 68 years. They were 
blessed with 4 children—Brenda, Jay, Craig, 
Scott—and 7 grandchildren—Rachel, Adam, 
Jason, Tori, Todd, Cory, and Julie. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand before the House 
today to pay tribute to Mr. Piskin and thank 
him for his tremendous service to our country. 
The freedom we all enjoy today was made 
possible by men like him. 

f 

HONORING DIANE STROMAN ON 
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to rise today to join TEAM, Inc. and 
the communities of Connecticut’s Naugatuck 
Valley in extending my heartfelt congratula-
tions and sincere thanks to Diane Stroman as 
she celebrates her retirement after twenty-five 
years of dedicated service. To say that she 
will be missed by this organization as well as 
the many local service organizations who have 
benefitted from her time and energies, is an 
understatement. Diane’s compassion, advo-
cacy, and strength of spirit have changed 
countless lives and we are fortunate to have 
had her working on behalf of our communities 
and their most vulnerable residents. 

Diane has dedicated a quarter-century to 
helping those most in need. In her leadership 
role at TEAM, Inc, an organization dedicated 
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to strengthening our community by educating, 
supporting and empowering individuals and 
families, she has helped to shape the many 
programs and services offered to their clients. 
From Head Start, early education, and heating 
and energy assistance to child care, housing, 
financial, employment, and holiday assistance 
as well as elder services, Diane has helped in-
dividuals and families navigate what can be a 
difficult and complex social service delivery 
system. 

Diane’s dedication to community involve-
ment extends far beyond her professional life 
at TEAM. A board member of the Lower 
Naugatuck Valley Boys & Girls Club, Anso-
nia’s Elderly Services Commission and the 
Valley Juvenile Review Board, she also dedi-
cates her personal time to enriching the lives 
of others. Diane is an original board member 
of the Valley United Way, Griffin Hospital and 
BH Care. She was formerly on the Ansonia 
Board of Education, past president of the 
Derby-Shelton Rotary Club, and an active 
member of her church. Diane embodies a spir-
it of community service that we should all 
strive to achieve. 

I would be remiss if I did not extend a spe-
cial note of personal thanks to Diane for the 
assistance and guidance that she has pro-
vided to myself and my staff over the years. 
From providing local data on programs and 
services to helping to organize events, Diane 
has always been only a phone call away. I 
consider myself fortunate to call her a friend 
and cannot thank her enough for the support 
and camaraderie she has shown to me. 

I am honored to stand today to pay tribute 
to Diane Stroman for her invaluable profes-
sional and personal contributions to our com-
munity. Her good work and advocacy has 
helped hundreds of our most vulnerable fami-
lies achieve economic and social stability. 
While her retirement marks the end of an ex-
traordinary career, I have no doubt that Diane 
will continue to find ways in which to engage 
and make a difference in the lives of others. 
I wish her, her children, and grandchildren the 
very best for many more years of health and 
happiness as she begins this new chapter. 

f 

GRIFFIN McCONNELL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Griffin McCon-
nell for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Griffin McConnell is a student at North Ar-
vada Middle School and received this award 
because his determination and hard work 
have allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Griffin 
McConnell is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Grif-
fin McConnell for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future 
accomplishments. 

CELEBRATING MRS. KAREN 
SHELDON 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate Mrs. Karen Sheldon for her 
sixteen years of service on the Georgetown, 
TX Chamber of Commerce. Karen’s untiring 
commitment to making Georgetown a great 
place to live and work represents Texas val-
ues at their best. 

After joining the Georgetown Chamber of 
Commerce in 2002 as Administrative Assist-
ant, it was clear that Karen’s hard work and 
dedication to the Chamber were unmatched. 
During her tenure, she served in many roles 
including Director of Development, Vice Presi-
dent, and Executive Vice President before 
being named Chamber President in 2014. Her 
time as President was focused on guiding the 
success and growth of her beloved community 
through advocacy, education, and civic en-
gagement. 

Karen’s work in public service wasn’t con-
fined to the Georgetown Chamber of Com-
merce. She has continuously strived to make 
Georgetown a better city by serving on mul-
tiple boards and volunteering with numerous 
organizations. When she is not working for her 
community, Karen is a loving sister and proud 
mother of two daughters. 

Retirement is meant to be celebrated and 
enjoyed. It is not the end of a career, but the 
beginning of a new adventure. Mrs. Karen 
Sheldon has left big shoes to fill as she has 
gone above and beyond the expected duties 
of a public servant. I thank her for her dedica-
tion to her community and proudly join her 
family, friends, and colleagues in wishing noth-
ing but the best for her richly-deserved retire-
ment. 

f 

HONORING AND REMEMBERING 
THE LIFE OF MR. JOSHUA 
WUNSCH 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
today to acknowledge the life of a devoted 
community leader and loving father and hus-
band, Mr. Joshua Wunsch, who passed away 
at the age of 69 on April 25, 2018, surrounded 
by his loved ones. 

Josh was born in Traverse City on Novem-
ber 7, 1948, to Ellis and Ann (Donald) 
Wunsch. A third-generation Grand Traverse 
County farmer, Wunsch, along with his wife 
Barb, son Isiah, and daughter Adele raised 
apples, tart cherries, and sweet cherries on 
their family orchard. Wunsch’s passion for the 
trade was evident in his roles with the Michi-
gan Agricultural Commodities Marketing Asso-
ciation (MACMA) and the Michigan Farm Bu-
reau (MFB). He was first elected to the 
MACMA board in 1988, becoming Vice Presi-
dent in 1999. There he worked to promote and 
protect the Michigan apple industry until his 
retirement in 2011. On the MFB board, 
Wunsch was District 9 Director from 1988 to 

2011, served as MFB Vice President from 
2006 to 2009, served on the MACMA Board 
from 1989 to 2011, and served on its Execu-
tive Committee and as Vice President from 
1999 to 2011. 

In 2012, Wunsch received the MACMA 
Apple Division Distinguished Service to Agri-
culture award. In addition to his work with the 
MACMA and MFB, Josh was a board member 
of Shoreline Fruit Inc., Sleeping Bear Co-op, 
Traverse City Cherry, and Cherrco Inc. As a 
leader in his community and industry, Josh 
was well-known for his knowledge, expertise, 
and willingness to mentor others, and his dedi-
cation made him one of the most respected 
growers in Michigan agriculture. When not in 
his orchards, Josh loved to travel, enjoy Michi-
gan’s beautiful outdoors, and spend time with 
his family. 

Mr. Speaker, Joshua Wunsch’s impact on 
Northern Michigan cannot be overstated. His 
family and community can take pride in know-
ing that the state of Michigan is a better place 
thanks to his life’s work. On behalf of Michi-
gan’s First Congressional District, I ask you to 
join me in recognizing an outstanding commu-
nity leader whose contributions will continue to 
bless Michiganders for many years to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, due to flight 
cancellations and bad weather, I was unable 
to vote on the Legislative Day of May 15, 
2018. Had I been present for these roll call 
votes, I would have cast the following votes: 
Roll Call 181: Yea; Roll Call 182: Yea; and 
Roll Call 183: Yea. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF FERNCARE FREE CLIN-
IC 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 10th Anniversary of FernCare Free 
Clinic. FernCare is a nonprofit free healthcare 
clinic located in the City of Ferndale, MI. The 
clinic specializes in the treatment of individuals 
without healthcare coverage and helps eligi-
ble, uninsured people obtain coverage through 
the Federal Marketplace or through Healthy 
Michigan, a Medicaid plan created thanks to 
the Affordable Care Act. The clinic is open for 
medical services four days each month, and 
provides counseling services twice each 
month. 

In 2008, a group of concerned citizens in 
Ferndale decided to open a free health care 
clinic under the direction of Ann Heler, to 
serve the uninsured members of their commu-
nity. Two years later, FernCare first opened as 
a popup clinic at a local community center, re-
quiring volunteers to set up and tear down the 
operation each day. In 2009, I was honored to 
support FernCare’s successful efforts to obtain 
a grant through the U.S. Department of Health 
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and Human Services, which helped to enable 
them to renovate a property to permanently 
house the clinic. 

Over the last ten years, FernCare has 
served more than 1,200 patients. FernCare 
currently maintains the clinical care of over 
300 patients a year with a small staff and 
more than 100 dedicated volunteers. Patients 
of FernCare receive primary care services in-
cluding generic and over the counter medica-
tion prescription, lab testing, wellness coach-
ing, and counseling services, as well as other 
vital assistance. 

Mr. Speaker, FernCare continues to be an 
invaluable organization within Michigan’s 9th 
District, providing essential services to those 
most in need. I often hear from patients and 
volunteers about the work FernCare does, and 
their stories are truly inspiring. I encourage my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating and hon-
oring the 10th Anniversary of FernCare Free 
Clinic, its Board, led by Ann Heler, for its dedi-
cated leadership, and the staff and volunteers 
for the irreplaceable service they provide to 
people in need. 

f 

DAVE MURPHY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Dave Murphy 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Dave Murphy is a student at Drake Middle 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Dave Mur-
phy is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Dave Murphy for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF 
ROBIN BATTERSHELL 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the career of devoted edu-
cator Robin Battershell as she retires after 
nearly four decades of incredible service. With 
her ‘‘can-do’’ spirit and high-minded vision, 
she has made Central Texas a model for inno-
vative, child-focused education. 

A native of Robinson, Texas, Robin’s re-
sume tells the story of a life devoted to edu-
cation, starting as a third grade teacher in 
Houston and culminating with stints as super-
intendent of both Salado and Temple Inde-
pendent School Districts. The hallmark of Rob-

in’s career is her unwavering devotion to 
prioritizing children in education. ‘‘If you didn’t 
think about a particular child today, then you 
have lost the reason you entered education in 
the first place,’’ Robin says, noting it is the job 
of educators to determine ‘‘where the child 
needs to go, and do everything in our power 
to help the child . . .’’ 

As a wife and mother of three, Robin’s com-
mitment to her community doesn’t stop when 
the school bell rings at the end of the day. 
She teaches at both the University of Mary 
Hardin Baylor and Texas A&M University Cen-
tral Texas as well as serves on the Board for 
the Temple Chamber of Commerce and the 
United Way of Central Texas. Her generous 
activism speaks to the very best values of our 
nation. 

Robin Battershell’s retirement is the richly- 
deserved beginning of an exciting journey. I 
salute her work and commitment to ensuring 
the children of our beloved home state receive 
the education they deserve. I join her col-
leagues, family, and friends in honoring her 
career and wishing her nothing but the best in 
the years ahead. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BROWARD EDU-
CATION FOUNDATION SCHOLAR-
SHIP RECIPIENTS 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Broward Education Foundation 
and its 2018 scholarship award recipients. The 
Broward Education Foundation continuously 
works to engage the broader community to 
make the Broward County Public School sys-
tem one of the best in the State of Florida. 
These men and women have served Broward 
County with distinction through their efforts, 
and they have demonstrated a commitment to 
improving our public schools in South Florida. 

The Broward Education Foundation helps to 
provide the students of Broward County with 
an exceptional education, enabling them to 
reach their greatest potential. The Foundation 
provides support for innovative teaching, edu-
cational materials for Title I schools, and Fidu-
ciary oversight for community members who 
join in our educational mission by establishing 
Foundation agency funds. 

The Foundation also provides students with 
scholarships that enable them to pursue high-
er education. These scholarships are awarded 
to graduating seniors who have exhausted all 
other avenues for financial aid, but still fall 
short of the financial means necessary to at-
tend state or community college, university or 
vocational school. This year, the Foundation 
will provide over 200 of these scholarships to 
Broward County students. Congratulations to 
all of the 2018 Broward Education Foundation 
scholarship recipients. 

Mr. Speaker, I express my deep apprecia-
tion for the Broward Education Foundation’s 
work in our community. Their dedication has 
transformed the lives of students by providing 
them with the educational tools necessary to 
achieve. I them for their work and service. 

TRIBUTE TO ANDREW LIVERIS 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Andrew Liveris, the Chairman 
and CEO of The Dow Chemical Company, 
upon his retirement from the company. 

In his more than forty years with Dow, Mr. 
Liveris has been a recognized business leader 
and a leading advocate for manufacturing 
worldwide. Presidential administrations of both 
parties have recruited Mr. Liveris to serve as 
an advisor and have sought his expertise; Mr. 
Liveris served as co-chair of the steering com-
mittee for President Barack Obama’s Ad-
vanced Manufacturing Partnership and served 
on President Donald Trump’s Manufacturing 
Jobs Initiative. 

As Chairman and CEO, Mr. Liveris has con-
tinued The Dow Chemical Company’s strong 
commitment to the Great Lakes Bay Region, 
proudly opening a new corporate headquarters 
in Midland. Dow’s investment has helped the 
city grow into a vibrant community. 

Leading Dow’s collaborations with numerous 
governments on advanced manufacturing 
plans and steering the company’s investment 
and industry leadership around the world, Mr. 
Liveris has exhibited exemplary management 
at the helm of Dow. Under his leadership, the 
company weathered challenging economic 
times and completed a historic, trans-
formational merger, moving the company for-
ward for years to come. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, I am honored today to recog-
nize Andrew Liveris upon his retirement from 
The Dow Chemical Company and extend my 
appreciation for his commitment to Midland 
and the Great Lakes Bay Region. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF FIREMAN 2ND CLASS 
LOWELL EARL VALLEY 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
today to acknowledge the life and sacrifice of 
Fireman 2nd Class Lowell Valley, who died in 
service to his country during the Pearl Harbor 
attacks in 1941. I ask that you join with me 
and the people of Michigan’s First District in 
honoring the heroic sacrifices of our service 
men and women as Lowell’s remains are re-
turned to his home in Michigan after 77 years. 

Lowell Earl Valley was born on July 20, 
1922, in Ontonagon, Michigan. Following his 
high school graduation, Lowell enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy and was assigned to the USS Okla-
homa. On December 7, 1941, the Oklahoma 
was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, 
when the ship was attacked by Japanese air-
craft. The USS Oklahoma sustained multiple 
torpedo hits, causing it to quickly capsize. The 
attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 
429 crewmen, including Lowell. Following the 
attack, 394 of the lost service members were 
unable to be identified and were laid to rest in 
the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, 
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known as the ‘‘Punchbowl,’’ in Honolulu, Ha-
waii. 

In 2015, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency exhumed remains from the Punch-
bowl, with the goal of returning identified serv-
ice members to their families. After two years 
of work, Lowell was identified in January of 
2018 by using DNA from his brother Bob and 
other family members. He is the last of three 
Upper Peninsula men who were killed in the 
Pearl Harbor attack to be identified. 

Lowell’s name is recorded on the Courts of 
the Missing at the Punchbowl Cemetery, along 
with the others who are missing from World 
War II. A rosette will be placed next to his 
name to indicate he has been accounted for. 
Following his death Lowell was honored with 
a Purple Heart, the American Campaign 
Medal, and the World War II Victory Medal. An 
interment ceremony for Lowell will be held on 
July 14, 2018, at the Holy Family Catholic 
Church in Ontonagon. His remains will be es-
corted by a full Honor Guard and rifle squad, 
as well as by Veterans from across the coun-
try. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
Lowell Valley for making the ultimate sacrifice 
in defense of his country. On behalf of Michi-
gan’s First Congressional District, I ask you to 
join with me in honoring an American hero as 
he returns home. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM S. LYONS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize 1st Lieutenant William 
S. Lyons, also known as ‘Tiger Lyons.’ Mr. 
Lyons was part of the 355th Fighter Group. 
Mr. Lyons became a flight leader with 63 mis-
sions and completed his 300 combat hours in 
March 1945. 

The 355th Fighter Group, which Mr. Lyons 
served in, had pioneered ground strafing tech-
niques and it was the 355th Fighter Group 
who destroyed more enemy aircraft by ground 
strafing than any other Eighth Air Force 
Group. Based at Steeple Morden from July 
1943 to July 1945, the Group flew Thunder-
bolts and Mustangs as escorts for bombers 
and in area patrols and fighter sweeps. 

For his service he was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, Air Medal with 8 Oak 
Leaf Cluster, 5 European Theater Operation 
Battle Stars, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Campaign Medal, World War II Victory Medal, 
and 2 Presidential Unit Citations. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to thank Mr. Lyons 
for his service to the country and to express 
our gratitude for all that his team did during 
their war to protect the freedoms we all enjoy 
today. 

f 

JERRY PIFER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Jerry Pifer for 

her hard work and dedication to the people of 
the 7th Congressional District. 

Since I met Jerry in 2003, she has become 
a great friend and an instrumental member of 
my team. For more than 10 years, she has 
worked in my congressional office as part of 
the constituent services team and handled the 
issues of healthcare, Medicare/Medicaid, So-
cial Security, labor and postal. Her wealth of 
experience with labor issues and in customer 
service made her a tremendous asset to our 
team and to the constituents we serve. Her re-
lationships with local officials, liaisons at fed-
eral agencies, and within the community 
helped ensure she was always able to help 
answer questions, direct folks to the appro-
priate resources, and at times even secure 
money or benefits that were owed. 

Prior to serving in my congressional office, 
Jerry worked as a Flight Attendant for United 
Airlines for 30 years. After retiring from United 
Airlines, she got involved in the Colorado 
Democratic Party and helped run the Colorado 
campaign for John Kerry’s presidential bid 
from 2003–2004. From there, she helped 
make my first congressional campaign a suc-
cess and went on to help open my first con-
gressional office in 2007. 

Jerry has a true gift for working with people, 
always able to make them feel comfortable 
and welcome with her good nature and sense 
of humor. I extend my deepest appreciation to 
Jerry Pifer for the difference she made in the 
lives of many people in our community. I will 
forever be grateful for her service to our team, 
the district, and the United States of America. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF AMBASSADOR 
ROBERTA S. JACOBSON 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the career and service of Ro-
berta S. Jacobson, U.S. Ambassador to Mex-
ico. 

Ambassador Jacobson represented the best 
interests of the United States and showed ex-
ceptional poise while dealing with a variety of 
complex issues as a diplomat. I personally 
want to thank her for her years of strong lead-
ership, dedication to service, and unyielding 
commitment to improving relations with Mex-
ico. I would also like to recognize her for being 
outspoken on countless issues including vio-
lence against women, human rights, and jour-
nalist safety. 

Ambassador Jacobson served in a variety of 
important roles throughout her career, includ-
ing Director of the Office of Policy Planning 
and Coordination in the Bureau of Western 
Hemisphere Affairs, Deputy Chief of Mission 
at the U.S. Embassy in Lima, Peru, Director of 
the Office of Mexican Affairs, and Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for Canada, Mexico, and 
NAFTA issues in the Bureau. She would soon 
serve as Assistant Secretary of State for 
Western Hemisphere Affairs where she is 
noted for leading the U.S. delegation in his-
toric talks with the government of Cuba to nor-
malize relations. Eventually she would be con-
firmed and sworn in as the first female U.S. 
ambassador to Mexico. 

She received a Bachelor of Arts from Brown 
University and received her Master of Arts in 

Law and Diplomacy from the Fletcher School 
of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. She 
would then go on to a long and successful ca-
reer in the service of our country. 

In addition to her diplomatic work, she is the 
author of several articles including ‘‘The Com-
mittee for the Elimination of Discrimination 
Against Women’’ in the United Nations and 
Human Rights and ‘‘Liberation Theology as a 
Revolutionary Ideology.’’ 

For these reasons and more, Ambassador 
Jacobson will be remembered for her work 
and leadership, for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the career of Ambas-
sador Jacobson. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT MAJOR 
JUAN J. MARTINEZ 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
honored to celebrate and recognize the heroic 
work of an exceptional citizen of our district, 
Sergeant Major Juan J. Martinez, USMC, Re-
tired. Throughout his extraordinary military ca-
reer and beyond, he has dedicated himself to 
a life of service to both Central Texas and this 
remarkable country. 

SgtMaj Martinez 1972 enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps in 1972. Since then he 
has spent every waking day displaying Marine 
Corps values of honor, courage, and commit-
ment as he worked his way up to the rank of 
Sergeant Major in 1997. Throughout his thirty 
years with the USMC, SgtMaj Martinez dis-
played outstanding leadership and selfless-
ness, resulting in numerous awards and com-
mendations, including the prestigious Meri-
torious Service and Marine Corp Commenda-
tion Medals. 

SgtMaj Martinez’s work was not limited to 
military service alone as he took it upon him-
self to be a role model and instructor in Texas 
schools. Central Texas has been blessed to 
have SgtMaj Martinez teach the MCJROTC at 
Round Rock High School for the past ten 
years. His encouragement and passion for the 
Marine Corps has instilled in our youth a 
sense of duty and shown them the fruits of a 
lifetime of service. 

SgtMaj Martinez has gone above and be-
yond the expected duties of a Marine and has 
led our youth to new heights. We are grateful 
for each year he has dedicated to our country. 
He has blessed Central Texas with his hard 
work, valor, and I am proud here to congratu-
late him on his retirement after decades of 
service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unable to travel back to Washington due 
to illness. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 181; YEA on Roll 
Call No. 182; and YEA on Roll Call No. 183. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LLOYD SMUCKER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 181; YEA on Roll Call No. 182; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 183. 

f 

CHRISTOPHER D’URSO: AN EX-
TRAORDINARY RHODES SCHOLAR 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Christopher D’Urso, 
a senior at the University of Pennsylvania from 
Colts Neck, NJ, in my district, who was one of 
only 32 candidates nationwide selected as a 
2018 Rhodes Scholar, for a three-year doc-
toral program at Oxford University. 

Christopher graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania this week with a Master’s of 
Public Administration (MPA) and a Certificate 
in Politics through Penn’s Fels Institute of 
Government—the youngest student to grad-
uate the university with an MPA. He also 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in International Re-
lations, and was named Valedictorian of the 
International Relations Senior Class of 2018, 
with a 4.0 GPA. 

This fall, Christopher will begin pursuing a 
doctorate in Public Policy at Oxford’s re-
nowned Blavatnik School of Government as 
one of only five full-time students worldwide 
selected to enroll in this program. 

Rhodes Scholarships honor young men and 
women not only for their achievements, but 
‘‘for their character, commitment to others and 
to the common good, and for their potential for 
leadership in whatever domains their careers 
may lead.’’ 

Christopher most certainly meets these high 
standards, as I have seen first-hand his keen 
intellect, passion for public service, out-
standing leadership qualities and commitment 
to excellence. From 2013 to 2014, he interned 
in my district office where he assisted our staff 
with casework matters by helping provide val-
uable information from government agencies. 

As a high school student, his research on 
loopholes in U.S. country-of-origin labeling 
laws that pose risks to consumer safety was 
so well-conducted that in 2014, he testified be-
fore the China Commission alongside officials 
from the USDA and the FDA in a hearing on 
concerns over food exports from China. He 
also produced a report with legislative rec-
ommendations on the issue. 

I know that consumer safety and public 
service are important issues for Christopher— 
while at Penn, he founded Penn CASE, a stu-
dent—led consumer assistance outreach pro-
gram for local residents. Christopher also 
worked for the Monmouth County Department 
of Consumer Affairs for three years, inves-
tigating 70 consumer complaints—many of 
them related to Hurricane Sandy—and helping 
return over $114,000 to local citizens. 

His senior project, a report on ‘‘Translating 
Justice: An Evaluation of U.S. Efforts to Sup-

port Criminal Procedure Reform in Panama,’’ 
was borne out of his recent trip to Panama as 
part of his MP A capstone project; he inter-
viewed Panamanian and U.S. officials on the 
country’s criminal justice system and evalu-
ated U.S. programs created to help reform the 
system. Christopher won Penn’s Rose Under-
graduate Research Award for his work, and he 
will share his evaluation and recommendations 
with the U.S. Department of Justice, the State 
Department, and the Panamanian Embassy. 

As Christopher graduates and prepares to 
attend Oxford in the fall, I wish him all the best 
in this exciting new step in his life. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. ELISA IRENE 
DELARGE 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor my constituent, Ms. Elisa 
Irene DeLarge, on her graduation from high 
school and her matriculation to college. 

Ms. DeLarge is a soon-to-be graduate of 
William W. Bodine High School, where she 
earned a 3.7GPA over four years. Her suc-
cess in academics is a testament to her hard 
work, tireless work ethic and devotion to her 
future. Ms. DeLarge’s will continue her aca-
demic career by taking courses at The Com-
munity College of Philadelphia this summer 
and attending The University of Michigan this 
Fall. 

In addition to her own academic success, 
Ms. DeLarge is also committed to aiding future 
graduates of Philadelphia schools. Ms. 
DeLarge devotes countless hours to tutoring 
elementary and middle school students at the 
Narcissa S. Cruz Recreation Center. This act 
of selfless mentorship further speaks to Ms. 
DeLarge’s work ethic and morals. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Ms. DeLarge today. 

f 

A TRAGIC DAY FOR PALESTINIAN 
RIGHTS AND AMERICAN LEADER-
SHIP 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, Monday’s 
events in Jerusalem and Gaza will long be re-
membered as the day the U.S. formally aban-
doned its role as mediator and peacemaker in 
the conflict between Israel and the Palestin-
ians. The Trump administration’s decision to 
move the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem was a 
grave departure from internationally recog-
nized norms regarding the final status of Jeru-
salem. Monday’s opening ceremony of the 
new U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem will prove to 
be a historic mistake that will haunt future U.S. 
presidents long after Donald Trump has de-
parted the White House. 

The ceremony marking the Embassy’s 
opening was made for television, as well as 
the right-wing voters in America and Israel the 
policy was intended to appeal to. The pros-
pects of peace were discarded and no consid-

eration was given to the existence of millions 
of Palestinians living under Israeli military oc-
cupation or the fact that just miles away from 
the new Embassy more than 60 Palestinian 
protesters were being killed by Israeli snipers. 
The extremist, homophobic, and racist 
televangelists—John Hagee and Robert 
Jeffress—were invited by the Trump adminis-
tration to offer prayers on behalf of the Amer-
ica people at the ceremony. Their presence 
and prominent roles can only be described as 
an insult to American and Christian values. 

Israel is a nation that enjoys security and 
military superiority largely as a result of the 
generosity of American taxpayers. The rights 
and freedoms enjoyed by Jewish citizens of 
Israel are not enjoyed by non-Jews who suffer 
discrimination as second-class citizens. For 
the millions of Palestinians living under Israeli 
military occupation there are no human rights, 
only repression, violence; and the constant 
pressure of having their land, water, and dig-
nity taken from them. 

I believe in the critical role of the U.S. as a 
global leader for advancing human rights and 
justice. It should infuriate and illicit outrage 
among Americans to witness the Trump ad-
ministration abandoning such leadership in ex-
change for a payback on political debts to 
right-wing special interest groups. For the 
Israelis and Palestinians who still believe that 
diplomacy, dialogue, and reducing conflict are 
the only path to peace, I will state clearly that 
the Trump administration cannot and must not 
be trusted with the future of your children or 
your countries. 

I include in the RECORD a column by 
Michelle Goldbert from the New York Times 
entitled A Grotesque Spectacle in Jerusalem 
that outlines the day that destroyed U.S. lead-
ership in the Middle East. The more than sixty 
Palestinian protesters who were killed by 
Israeli snipers and soldiers have been buried. 
Their families and friends grieve. For Ameri-
cans who believe the U.S. is a force to ad-
vance human rights, equality, and justice, we 
also grieve because Monday’s spectacle in Je-
rusalem placed the U.S. on the side of op-
pression and repression of a people seeking 
basic human rights, freedom and self-deter-
mination. It was a truly grotesque spectacle. 

[From the New York Times: May 14, 2018] 
(By Michelle Goldberg) 

A GROTESQUE SPECTACLE IN JERUSALEM 
On Monday, Ivanka Trump, Jared Kushner 

and other leading lights of the Trumpist 
right gathered in Israel to celebrate the relo-
cation of the American Embassy to Jeru-
salem, a gesture widely seen as a slap in the 
face to Palestinians who envision East Jeru-
salem as their future capital. 

The event was grotesque. It was a con-
summation of the cynical alliance between 
hawkish Jews and Zionist evangelicals who 
believe that the return of Jews to Israel will 
usher in the apocalypse and the return of 
Christ, after which Jews who don’t convert 
will burn forever. 

Religions like ‘‘Mormonism, Islam, Juda-
ism, Hinduism’’ lead people ‘‘to an eternity 
of separation from God in Hell,’’ Robert 
Jeffress, a Dallas megachurch pastor, once 
said. He was chosen to give the opening pray-
er at the embassy ceremony. John Hagee, 
one of America’s most prominent end-times 
preachers, once said that Hitler was sent by 
God to drive the Jews to their ancestral 
homeland. He gave the closing benediction. 

This spectacle, geared toward Donald 
Trump’s Christian American base, coincided 
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with a massacre about 40 miles away. Since 
March 30, there have been mass protests at 
the fence separating Gaza and Israel. Gazans, 
facing an escalating humanitarian crisis due 
in large part to an Israeli blockade, are de-
manding the right to return to homes in 
Israel that their families were forced from at 
Israel’s founding. The demonstrators have 
been mostly but not entirely peaceful; 
Gazans have thrown rocks at Israeli soldiers 
and tried to fly flaming kites into Israel. The 
Israeli military has responded with live gun-
fire as well as rubber bullets and tear gas. In 
clashes on Monday, at least 58 Palestinians 
were killed and thousands wounded, accord-
ing to the Gaza Health Ministry. 

The juxtaposition of images of dead and 
wounded Palestinians and Ivanka Trump 
smiling in Jerusalem like a Zionist Marie 
Antoinette tell us a lot about America’s re-
lationship to Israel right now. It has never 
been closer, but within that closeness there 
are seeds of potential estrangement. 

Defenders of Israel’s actions in Gaza will 
argue no country would allow a mob to 
charge its border. They will say that even if 
Hamas didn’t call the protests, it has thrown 
its support behind them. ‘‘The responsibility 
for these tragic deaths rests squarely with 
Hamas,’’ a White House spokesman, Raj 
Shah, said on Monday. 

But even if you completely dismiss the 
Palestinian right of return—which I find 
harder to do now that Israel’s leadership has 
all but abandoned the possibility of a Pales-
tinian state—it hardly excuses the Israeli 
military’s disproportionate violence. ‘‘What 
we’re seeing is that Israel has used, yet 
again, excessive and lethal force against pro-
testers who do not pose an imminent 
threat,’’ Magdalena Mughrabi, Amnesty 
International’s deputy director for the Mid-
dle East and North Africa, told me by phone 
from Jerusalem. 

Much of the world condemned the killings 
in Gaza. Yet the United States, Israel’s most 
important patron, has given it a free hand to 
do with the Palestinians what it will. Indeed, 
by moving the embassy to Jerusalem in the 
first place, Trump sent the implicit message 
that the American government has given up 
any pretense of neutrality. 

Reports of Israel’s gratitude to Trump 
abound. A square near the embassy is being 
renamed in his honor. Beitar Jerusalem, a 
soccer team whose fans are notorious for 
their racism, is now calling itself Beitar 
‘‘Trump’’ Jerusalem. But if Israelis love 
Trump, many Americans—and certainly 
most American Jews—do not. The more 
Trumpism and Israel are intertwined, the 
more left-leaning Americans will grow alien-
ated from Zionism. 

Even before Trump, Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu helped open a partisan di-
vide on Israel in American politics, where 
previously there had been stultifying una-
nimity. ‘‘Until these past few years, you’d 
never heard the word ‘occupation’ or ‘settle-
ments’ or talk about Gaza,’’ Jeremy Ben- 
Ami, president of the liberal pro-Israel group 
J Street, said of American politicians. But 
Ben-Ami told me that since 2015, when 
Netanyahu tried to undercut President 
Barack Obama with a controversial address 
to Congress opposing the Iran deal, Demo-
crats have felt more emboldened. ‘‘That 
changed the calculus forever,’’ he told me. 

The events of Monday may have changed it 
further, and things could get worse still. 
Tuesday is Nakba Day, when Palestinians 
commemorate their dispossession, and the 
protests at the fence are expected to be even 
larger. ‘‘People don’t feel like they can stay 
at home after loved ones and neighbors have 
been killed for peacefully protesting for 
their rights,’’ Abdulrahman Abunahel, a 
Gaza-based activist with the boycott, divest-

ment and sanctions movement, told me via 
email. 

Trump has empowered what’s worst in 
Israel, and as long as he is president, it may 
be that Israel can kill Palestinians, demolish 
their homes and appropriate their land with 
impunity. But some day, Trump will be gone. 
With hope for a two-state solution nearly 
dead, current trends suggest that a Jewish 
minority will come to rule over a largely 
disenfranchised Muslim majority in all the 
land under Israel’s control. A rising genera-
tion of Americans may see an apartheid 
state with a Trump Square in its capital and 
wonder why it’s supposed to be our friend. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
May 17, 2018 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MAY 21 

5 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Airland 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 

MAY 22 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on SeaPower 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Financial Services and 

General Government 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2019 for the Department of 
the Treasury. 

SD–138 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Business meeting to consider S. 2098, to 

modernize and strengthen the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the 
United States to more effectively 
guard against the risk to the national 

security of the United States posed by 
certain types of foreign investment. 

SD–538 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Business meeting to consider S. 2848, to 

improve Department of Transportation 
controlled substances and alcohol test-
ing, S. 2842, to prohibit the marketing 
of bogus opioid treatment programs or 
products, S. 2844, to require the Surface 
Transportation Board to implement 
certain recommendations of the Inspec-
tor General of the Department of 
Transportation, S. 2764, to amend and 
enhance the High Seas Driftnet Fishing 
Moratorium Protection Act to improve 
the conservation of sharks, S. 1092, to 
protect the right of law-abiding citi-
zens to transport knives interstate, 
notwithstanding a patchwork of local 
and State prohibitions, S. 2418, to di-
rect the Federal Communications Com-
mission to promulgate regulations that 
establish a national standard for deter-
mining whether mobile and broadband 
services available in rural areas are 
reasonably comparable to those serv-
ices provided in urban areas, the nomi-
nations of Heidi R. King, of California, 
to be Administrator of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, 
Joseph Ryan Gruters, of Florida, to be 
a Director of the Amtrak Board of Di-
rectors, Jennifer L. Homendy, of Vir-
ginia, to be a Member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board, and rou-
tine lists in the Coast Guard. 

SD–106 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine the 

healthcare workforce, focusing on ad-
dressing shortages and improving care. 

SD–430 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural De-

velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies 

Business meeting to markup an original 
bill entitled, ‘‘Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2019’’. 

SD–192 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
Closed business meeting to markup those 

provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 
2:15 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Business meeting to consider S. 2269, to 

reauthorize the Global Food Security 
Act of 2016 for 5 additional years, S. 
Res. 386, urging the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo to 
fulfill its agreement to hold credible 
elections, comply with constitutional 
limits on presidential terms, and fulfill 
its constitutional mandate for a demo-
cratic transition of power by taking 
concrete and measurable steps towards 
holding elections not later than De-
cember 2018 as outlined in the existing 
election calendar, and allowing for 
freedom of expression and association, 
and the Marrakesh Treaty to Facili-
tate Access to Published Works for 
Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Im-
paired, or Otherwise Print Disabled, 
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done at Marrakesh on June 27, 2013 
(Marrakesh Treaty) (Treaty Doc.114– 
06). 

S–116 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Devel-

opment 
Business meeting to markup an original 

bill entitled, ‘‘Energy and Water Devel-
opment and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2019’’. 

SD–138 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Personnel 

Business meeting to markup those provi-
sions which fall under the subcommit-
tee’s jurisdiction of the proposed Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
fiscal year 2019. 

SH–216 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Consumer Protection, 

Product Safety, Insurance, and Data 
Security 

To hold hearings to examine preventing 
abuse in Olympic and amateur ath-
letics, focusing on ensuring a safe and 
secure environment for our athletes. 

SR–253 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine breaking 
through the regulatory barrier, focus-
ing on what red tape means for the in-
novation economy. 

LHOB–1100 
3:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 
4:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
Closed business meeting to markup those 

provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 

5:15 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 

MAY 23 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of the Inte-

rior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2019 for the Department of 
Health and Human Services, Indian 
Health Service. 

SD–124 
Committee on Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to markup the 
proposed National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–222 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the status 
of the housing finance system. 

SD–538 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
Business meeting to consider S. 2852, to 

reauthorize certain programs under the 
Pandemic and All-Hazards Prepared-
ness Reauthorization Act. 

SD–430 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine pending 
nominations. 

SD–226 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on the Budget 
To hold hearings to examine the Govern-

ment Accountability Office’s annual 
report on additional opportunities to 
reduce fragmentation, overlap, and du-
plication in the Federal government. 

SD–608 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 

Science, and Related Agencies 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 

fiscal year 2019 for the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration. 

SD–192 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Emory A. Rounds III, of Maine, 
to be Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics, Kelly Higashi, to be an 
Associate Judge of the Superior Court 
of the District of Columbia, and Fred-
erick M. Nutt, of Virginia, to be Con-
troller, Office of Federal Financial 
Management, Office of Management 
and Budget. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Border Security and Im-

migration 
To hold hearings to examine the Traf-

ficking Victims Protection Reauthor-
ization Act and exploited loopholes af-
fecting unaccompanied alien children. 

SD–226 

MAY 24 

9 a.m. 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine rural health 
care in America, focusing on challenges 
and opportunities. 

SD–215 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Closed business meeting to continue to 

markup the proposed National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–222 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine cybersecu-
rity, focusing on risks to the financial 
services industry and its preparedness. 

SD–538 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2019 for the Department of 
State. 

SD–419 

MAY 25 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to continue to 
markup the proposed National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–222 
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