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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
JEB PARR, UNITED STATES NAVY 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to commemorate the life of my 
former constituent, Jeb Parr, who passed 
away on April 19. Jeb was a fervent advocate 
for our nation’s public shipyards. His sudden 
passing is a huge loss to the submarine and 
ship maintenance community. 

Jeb dedicated his professional life to the 
U.S. Navy. He began his active service career 
in 1975. At that time, he enrolled in and com-
pleted the yearlong nuclear engineering train-
ing at the fast-paced and prestigious Naval 
Nuclear Power School, which was founded by 
the father of the America’s Nuclear Navy, Ad-
miral Hyman G. Rickover. It was here where 
the motto ‘‘Knowledge, Integrity, Excellence’’ 
was forever ingrained in Jeb. He would carry 
this standard with him for the rest of his life. 

Following eight years of active military serv-
ice, Jeb came to Puget Sound Naval Shipyard 
and Intermediate Maintenance Facility 
(PSNS&IMF) to work as a nuclear engineer. 
Over his thirty years of dedicated service at 
the shipyard, Jeb nurtured a passion for 
teaching others and served an integral role in 
developing nuclear training and qualification 
programs at the shipyard. He possessed an 
innate ability to recognize and acknowledge 
the person behind the trainee or worker. He 
was often sent by managers to facilitate dis-
cussions between parties with opposing views, 
as he had a talent for finding common ground 
and identifying a solution to challenging prob-
lems. These abilities, coupled with his prior 
experience, brought him to work in the Indus-
trial Operations Directorate at Naval Sea Sys-
tems Command in Washington, D.C. in 2016 
to oversee training and personnel policy at all 
four public shipyards. 

Jeb leaves behind his loving husband of 
two-and-a-half years, José Isidoro Lemus. He 
will be remembered for his willingness to take 
time for others, his kindness, and his commit-
ment to mission. On behalf of myself and the 
U.S. House of Representatives, we send our 
thoughts and prayers to José and the rest of 
Jeb’s family during this challenging time. 

f 

KYANA AIDUKAITIS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kyana 
Aidukaitis for receiving the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Kyana Aidukaitis received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kyana 
Aidukaitis is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Kyana Aidukaitis for winning the Adams Coun-
ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

HONORING LOUIS C. THARP 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
my constituent, Louis C. Tharp of Upper 
Nyack, New York. Mr. Tharp recently finished 
a six-year term on the Army Education Advi-
sory Committee, a committee governed by the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act. 

During his tenure on the Army Education 
Advisory Committee, Mr. Tharp worked on a 
number of important issues including women 
in combat, sexual assault and harassment, a 
facilitated soldier teaching plan, soldier talent 
management, Soldier 2020, an assessment of 
drill sergeant responsibilities, and second-and 
third-order effects of transgender integration. 

He was recommended for this Senior Exec-
utive Service position by former Pennsylvania 
Congressman Patrick Murphy and the Victory 
Institute’s Presidential Appointments Initiative. 
During his tenure at West Point, Mr. Tharp 
served as the first out gay coach and authored 
‘‘Overachiever’s Diary, How the Army Triathlon 
Team Became National Contenders.’’ The pro-
ceeds from its sale benefited the team. 

Mr. Tharp served honorably in the Indiana 
National Guard. In addition, he has contributed 
to several organizations, including Knights 
Out, the West Point LGBT alumni association, 
and the Rockland County Anti-Bias Commis-
sion, which he chaired. He currently serves as 
Executive Director and Co-Founder of the 
Global Healthy Living Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to improving the lives 
of people with chronic illness. Mr. Tharp and 
his husband, Jim Bumgardner, will celebrate 
34 years together this fall. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my fellow Members of 
Congress to join me in expressing thanks to 
Mr. Tharp for his service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, I 
missed three votes. Had I been present, I 

would have voted: Roll Call No. 181—Yes; 
Roll Call No. 182—Yes; and Roll Call No. 
183—Yes. 

f 

SAYDA JASMIN MERAZ APODACA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Sayda Jasmin 
Meraz Apodaca for receiving the Adams 
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth 
Award. 

Sayda Jasmin Meraz Apodaca received this 
award because her determination and hard 
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties. 

The dedication demonstrated by Sayda 
Jasmin Meraz Apodaca is exemplary of the 
type of achievement that can be attained with 
hard work and perseverance. It is essential 
students at all levels strive to make the most 
of their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
I extend my deepest congratulations to Sayda 
Jasmin Meraz Apodaca for winning the Adams 
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth 
Award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MAYOR RICH-
ARD WARD OF HURST, TEXAS ON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an outstanding public servant 
from my district, Mayor Richard Ward of Hurst, 
Texas, who is retiring after 22 years of service 
to his community. 

Richard Ward has served as Mayor of the 
City of Hurst for the last 14 years, but his 
commitment to his nation and community 
began well before then. Just after graduating 
from Polytechnic High School in Fort Worth, 
he served in the Army from 1954 to 1957 as 
an X-ray technician stationed in Frankfurt, 
Germany. Upon his return to Texas, Richard 
began a career as a medical instruments 
salesman and later in Human Resource Man-
agement, after receiving a bachelor of General 
Studies Degree from Texas Christian Univer-
sity in 1982. His work has taken him to sev-
eral prestigious institutes including Medical 
Plaza Hospital in Fort Worth, Parkland Hos-
pital in Dallas, and Cornerstone Health Man-
agement in Dallas. 

In 1962, Richard became a resident of Hurst 
and began volunteering in youth sports and 
civil groups. He served on the Board of Direc-
tors for Pee Wee Football Association, as a 
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coach for Little Dribblers Basketball, and as a 
Scout Master for the Boy Scouts of America. 

Richard was first elected to the City Council 
of Hurst in 1976 and served through 1980; he 
then served again from 2000–2004. In 2004, 
Richard was elected mayor, a position that he 
has honorably held for the last 14 years, work-
ing tirelessly to improve the Hurst community. 

Under Mayor Ward’s leadership, Hurst has 
seen incredible growth. As a part of the Trans-
forming Hurst Initiative, the city has completed 
a series of ambitious projects including the 
Hurst Conference Center, the Hurst Senior 
Center, Fire Station 2, the Hurst Justice Cen-
ter, and the Hurst Chisholm and Central 
Aquatic Centers. The city has also expanded 
parks and recreation programs and cham-
pioned customer service and staff develop-
ment initiatives. Through this process, Mayor 
Ward has earned a reputation for balancing 
fiscal responsibility and economic develop-
ment. In collaboration with Hurst 
Councilmembers, he has been able to estab-
lish partnerships with local developers and 
community leaders to revitalize and transform 
the community. 

At the heart of these projects is a commit-
ment to public safety and high quality of life 
for Hurst’s nearly 40,000 residents. In recogni-
tion of his efforts and those of 
councilmembers, the Texas City Manager’s 
Association (TCMA) recognized the Hurst City 
Council as ‘‘Council of the Year’’ in both 2013 
and 2014. 

For more than two decades, Richard Ward 
has demonstrated unreserved dedication to 
public service and community involvement. Mr. 
Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congressional 
District of Texas, I ask all of my distinguished 
colleagues to join me in honoring Mayor Rich-
ard Ward for his extraordinary service and 
wishing him and his family the best in his re-
tirement. 

f 

SHARING STUDENTS’ ‘MARCH FOR 
OUR LIVES’ REMARKS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, I came 
to the Floor and spoke about the March For 
Our Lives on March 24 and the nine extraordi-
narily poised students in Morristown, New Jer-
sey, who spoke at the rally there, which I at-
tended. I include in the RECORD remarks by 
Mia Paone. I hope my colleagues will read 
them and internalize the sense of fear in 
which our nation’s students are living every 
day—and our responsibility as Members of 
Congress to do something to address this cri-
sis of gun violence. 

MARCH FOR OUR LIVES’ REMARKS BY MIA 
PAONE 

Hello marchers! My name is Mia Paone, 
and I am a sophomore at Chatham High 
School. I am not old enough to vote yet, but 
I am old enough to speak out against gun vi-
olence. I will not be silent. 

I am taking a stand to change our gun 
laws, and I need all of you to join me. Si-
lence is not neutrality. Silence will lead to 
more deaths from school shootings and other 
gun violence. I am here to speak for those si-
lenced too soon. 

For the young kids at Sandy Hook. For the 
concert goers in Las Vegas. For the students 

from Parkland, the same age as me. I don’t 
want to live in a world where we have to find 
hiding spots and ways to block the door in 
our classrooms. In my school, a week after 
the Parkland Shooting, a power outage oc-
curred. Many of my friends and other stu-
dents feared the worst; that we were next, 
because these tragedies have sadly become 
too routine. Why have no laws been passed to 
make us safer? Why is it easier to get a gun 
than it is to get a driver’s license? Too many 
of us are silent. 

It is time for us to stand up. It is time for 
us to speak out. If we want a change in laws, 
we need to change our actions. Write letters 
to Members of Congress. Participate in 
school walkouts and . . . walk in marches! 
Run for Congress or local office. If you are 
too young to run, volunteer for a candidate 
who is running. Register 18-year-olds to vote, 
and encourage registered voters to show up 
on Election Day. 

The youngest generation of eligible voters 
has the lowest voter turnout. We live in a de-
mocracy. Our senators and representatives 
should be responsive to our opinions. If they 
are not, it’s our job to elect candidates who 
are. If they do not listen, vote them out! 

Our generation’s voter turnout must in-
crease if we want leaders who will take ac-
tion to reduce gun violence and gun deaths. 
And if you are like me, not yet old enough to 
vote but want to impact change, have faith. 
Just because we’re in high school doesn’t 
mean we can’t make a difference. 

Two weeks ago, on the day of the walkout, 
my history class was learning about the 
Civil Rights movements of the 1960’s. Many 
of those events were organized by high 
school and college students. If they could do 
it, why can’t we? It is our job as the upcom-
ing generation of voters, leaders, and activ-
ists to make clear that when we believe 
something needs to be changed, we will not 
be silent. 

We will not stand down. We will stand up, 
stand together, and we will not stop speak-
ing out until our voices are heard. 

f 

MADILYNN HAINES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Madilynn 
Haines for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Madilynn Haines received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Madilynn 
Haines is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Madilynn Haines for winning the Adams Coun-
ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

HUMBLE HIGH SCHOOL ARMY 
JROTC 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Army 
Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(JROTC) of Humble High School in Humble, 
Texas have gone above and beyond, and our 
community is proud of their outstanding 
achievements. 

The Humble High School JROTC has a his-
tory of success and are known for their com-
mitment to giving back to our community. 
Under the direction of Sergeant Major Wat-
kins, the cadets do much more than drill com-
petitions and marching in parades. They serve 
their school and community, performing var-
ious service projects and duties throughout the 
year. 

During National Police Week in May, the ca-
dets show honor to police officers who were 
killed in the line of duty, by holding 10 foot av-
enue flag poles at my annual Police Memorial 
Ceremony. The cadets are always dressed in 
their best as they proudly display Old Glory. 
Survivors, police officers, and community lead-
ers walk through this sea of red, white, and 
blue as they enter the Police Memorial Cere-
mony. The cadets do an admirable job rep-
resenting Humble High School. 

Every Veterans Day, the JROTC cadets pay 
tribute to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
through a reenactment. The ceremony is well 
known in the community and is appropriately 
called the Wildcat Salute to Veterans. As the 
sun peaks over the horizon, members of the 
Humble community, veterans, and students ar-
rive at the high school, but instead of hallways 
adorned with Wildcat posters and traditional 
school spirit signs, the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier display sits in front of visitors. The trib-
ute begins with the traditional laying of a 
wreath and the Changing of the Guard ritual. 
The cadets are trained as Sentinels and guard 
the Tomb all day. Their service and patriotism 
to our nation sets them apart as role models 
to other students. The reenactment serves as 
a memorial to service members who have ad-
mirably fought and died for our country yet re-
main unknown. The tomb declares—‘‘Here 
rests in honored glory an American soldier 
known but to God.’’ 

There are countless other service projects 
they participate in throughout the year. They 
do not go unnoticed. I know that the residents 
of Humble are proud of Humble High School 
JROTC accomplishments. I applaud them for 
their tremendous achievements and commend 
them for giving back to our community. They 
make a difference and represent all that is 
right and good in America. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unable to travel back to Washington due 
to illness. Had I been present, I would have 
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voted YEA on Roll Call No. 188, and YEA on 
Roll Call No. 189. 

f 

NIMO JAMA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Nimo Jama 
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and 
Commissioners Youth Award. 

Nimo Jama received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Nimo Jama 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. I extend my deepest 
congratulations to Nimo Jama for winning the 
Adams County Mayors and Commissioners 
Youth Award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character in all of her 
future accomplishments. 

f 

COMMUNITY SALUTES 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor forty-six high school seniors in Cam-
den County for their commendable decision to 
enlist in the United Sates Armed Forces. Of 
these forty-six, eight have joined the Navy: 
Joshua Fitzgerald, Samuel Keppel, Niemai 
Smith, Ryan Hutchinson, Preston Solla, Nich-
olas Yourkonis, Noah Berrios, and Nasir 
Crews. Nineteen have joined the Marine 
Corps: Giovanni Pasquarelli, Jesse Harryman, 
William Jamieson, Ethan Moncrief, William 
Sayers, Jack Percak, Brian 
Romerogranadeno, Anthony Vitkunas, 
Trshaun Kelly, Delious Bullock, Luke Hurey, 
Jeserica Santos, Marvin Sewell, Remy Mar-
tinez, Andre Castro, Adrian Vargas, Cristian 
Reyes-Nunez, Kenneth Cortez, and Jeffery 
Nolasco. Two have joined the Air Force: Alex-
is Tapia, and Dominique Perez. Eight have 
joined the New Jersey Army National Guard: 
Kianna Smith, Savannah Janiszewski, Chris-
topher Berrios, Chanese Gibson, Kiaziah 
Walker, Alesi Villeda-Gomes, Breinna 
Edwards, and Aleksey Kilvington. And nine 
have joined the New Jersey Air National 
Guard: Jose Sanchez, Jamilette Cotts-Mar-
tinez, Nyree Scott, Paul Brown, Alex Frazier, 
Angel Burgos, Emma Super, Mason Nicini, Mi-
chael Rinehart. All forty-six were recognized 
on May 15th at ‘‘Our Community Salutes of 
South Jersey.’’ 

Later this month, these young men and 
women will join their classmates in celebration 
of graduation. At a time when many of their 
peers are looking forward to pursuing voca-
tional training or college degrees, they instead 
have chosen to dedicate themselves to mili-
tary service in defense of our country. They 
should rest assured that the full support and 

resources of this chamber, and of the Amer-
ican people, are with them in whatever chal-
lenges may lie ahead. 

It is thanks to the dedication of untold num-
bers of patriots like these forty-six that we are 
able to meet here today, in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and openly debate the best solu-
tions to the many and diverse problems that 
confront our country. It is thanks to their sac-
rifices that the United States of America re-
mains a beacon of hope and freedom in a 
fractious world. 

Mr. Speaker, their decision to serve our 
country will not go unrecognized. I want to 
personally thank these forty-six graduating 
seniors for the selflessness and courage that 
they have shown by volunteering to risk their 
lives in defense of others. We owe them, 
along with all those who serve our country, a 
deep debt of gratitude. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JOANNA DYE 
ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. JoAnna Dye, who is retiring 
from Black Hawk College. Ms. Dye has be-
come a pillar of the Black Hawk community, 
and she will be greatly missed. 

Ms. Dye has worked at Black Hawk College 
for 34 years, serving as the Financial Aid Di-
rector for the last 12 years. She has always 
gone above and beyond, and received the 
2010 Sustained Service Award from the Illinois 
Association of Student Financial Aid Adminis-
trators (ILASFAA) in recognition of her notable 
contributions to Black Hawk College. Addition-
ally, Ms. Dye has worked to deliver profes-
sional development, leadership and edu-
cational opportunities to colleagues and stu-
dents throughout Illinois by serving as the Ex-
ecutive Vice President and later the President 
of the ILASFAA. Her dedication to ensuring all 
our children have the opportunity to succeed 
has undoubtedly enriched our community and 
the lives of those she has touched. 

It is because of dedicated and selfless lead-
ers such as Ms. JoAnna Dye that I am espe-
cially proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Congres-
sional District. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
again formally congratulate Ms. JoAnna Dye 
on her well-earned retirement and thank her 
for all of her contributions and service to our 
community. 

f 

MATTHEW KHAMOV 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Matthew 
Khamov for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Matthew Khamov received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Matthew 
Khamov is exemplary of the type of achieve-

ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. I extend 
my deepest congratulations to Matthew 
Khamov for winning the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I joined the U.S. Surgeon General during his 
visit to my congressional district in Huntington, 
West Virginia, to speak at the Cabell Hun-
tington Hospital Regional Health Summit. Had 
I been present, I would have voted NAY on 
Roll Call No. 178; YEA on Roll Call No. 179; 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 180. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID W. THOMPSON 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to David W. Thomp-
son, the President and CEO of Orbital ATK, 
Incorporated and the Co-founder, Chairman 
and CEO of Orbital Sciences Corporation, for 
his extraordinary and ongoing contributions to 
the nation. Mr. Thompson has contributed 
nearly four decades of leadership in the ad-
vancement of space technology and national 
defense. History will note that he conceived 
and built Orbital Sciences Corporation as a 
pioneering venture that was among the first to 
demonstrate a new model of commercial fund-
ing, development and manufacture of space 
systems. 

Both companies have flourished in Virginia. 
Orbital ATK, headquartered in Dulles, Virginia, 
is the largest new space and defense tech-
nology company to emerge in the post-Sputnik 
era. Orbital grew from three employees and 
zero revenue in 1982 to become Orbital ATK 
with 14,000 employees and a $9 billion enter-
prise value. Orbital ATK is one of the world’s 
top 10 aerospace and defense manufacturers. 
It is among the top five suppliers to NASA and 
it is a critical partner with the US Department 
of Defense. Orbital ATK’s services to the na-
tion include resupplying the International 
Space Station using its Antares launch vehicle 
and Cygnus spacecraft and providing essential 
national defense capabilities that include the 
company’s key role in protecting America from 
ballistic missile attack. 

For over 36 years, Mr. Thompson has in-
spired new generations of engineers and sci-
entists to conceive innovative space and na-
tional defense solutions through his excep-
tional vision, creativity, perseverance and 
dedication. Mr. Thompson’s many awards in-
clude the National Medal of Technology, Vir-
ginia’s Industrialist of the Year, High-Tech-
nology Entrepreneur of the year, the National 
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Air and Space Museum Trophy and the Theo-
dore von Karman International Wings Award. 
Mr. Thompson is a Fellow of the American As-
tronautical Society and the American Institute 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics. 

America and Virginia have been abundantly 
blessed by the patriotism, dedication and 
achievement of David Thompson. David has 
enjoyed the loving support of his wife Cath-
erine and daughter Maggie. I wish them God-
speed and continued success as David pio-
neers a new chapter. 

f 

KATHRYN KLEMPEL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kathryn 
Klempel for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Kathryn Klempel received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kathryn 
Klempel is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. I extend 
my deepest congratulations to Kathryn 
Klempel for winning the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. I have 
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO WORLD WAR 
II VETERAN PAUL ROSENBLATT 
ON HIS 95TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to World War II veteran Paul Rosenblatt in 
honor of his 95th birthday. 

‘‘Mr. Paul,’’ as he prefers to be called, is a 
Purple Heart recipient and the last remaining 
member of his unit, the 9th Armored Division. 
His unit successfully held the Ludendorff 
Bridge at Remagen, releasing Allied forces 
into Germany that ultimately led to Germany’s 
defeat. 

Paul was born in Michigan in 1923 but 
raised in The Bronx, New York. After the 
death of his father, Paul began working at the 
age of 15. By 1942, Paul was living and work-
ing in Dayton, Ohio for the U.S. Army engi-
neering unit as an aircraft mechanic’s assist-
ant. As a vital member of the engineering 
team, his personnel officer urged him to resist 
joining the Army and remain in his current po-
sition. Despite the opposition, Paul answered 
the call to serve and enlisted in the Army, 
where he was sent overseas as a mechanic 
for the 9th Armored Division. 

After serving three years, Paul was dis-
charged from the Army and returned to his po-
sition in Dayton. Here he met his wife, the late 

Millie Rosenblatt, who traveled with him 
throughout the country and world during his 
43-year career as a civilian contractor with the 
Air Force. Paul, his wife, and their four chil-
dren lived in Santa Maria, CA; Rapid City, SD; 
Laredo, TX; and abroad in Turkey, England 
and Israel. 

By the 1950’s, Paul finally had the chance 
to fly. He knew each part of the aircrafts he 
worked on, but was never given the oppor-
tunity to go up in the air. In Laredo, Paul and 
a group of his friends bought a plane together 
and named themselves ‘‘The Flying 20.’’ 

In addition to his work within the Army and 
Air Force, Paul is also a servant of his com-
munity. While living in Santa Maria, the Jewish 
community was holding services in basement 
of a Methodist church. Unsettled by this ar-
rangement, Paul sought out a California Poly-
technic Institute architecture student to design 
blueprints for a synagogue and launched a 
fundraising campaign. By 1969, Temple Beth 
El was constructed. 

Paul finished his career at his dream job 
working at the American embassy in Tel Aviv 
and retired in Haifa, Israel with Millie. After 63 
years of marriage, Millie passed away and two 
years later, Paul moved to Mobile, Alabama 
following a visit with his daughter, Shoshana, 
and her husband, Jake. 

In the past three years, Paul has embraced 
the Mobile culture. Paul rode on the World 
War II float in a Mardi Gras parade, attended 
every showing at the Mobile Jewish Film Fes-
tival, and held season tickets to the Mobile 
Symphony. 

For his 95th birthday, Paul celebrated ac-
cordingly by taking a trip to the air in a 
Stearman biplane, the same model he worked 
on as the mechanic’s assistant before World 
War II. Family and friends gathered at the air-
way to celebrate this momentous occasion. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Alabama’s First 
Congressional District, I want to commend 
Paul Rosenblatt for his service to our country 
and community. America is a better place be-
cause of Paul Rosenblatt, and we will be for-
ever grateful for his service. 

f 

HONORING JOEY DANIEL 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Joey Daniel for his spectacular perform-
ance in the California Interscholastic Federa-
tion (CIF) State wrestling championship this 
year where he earned a CIF state title at 220 
pounds. 

Currently a senior at Santa Ana High 
School, Mr. Daniel has already proven his ex-
cellence in wrestling by winning the Golden 
West League championship four times, the 
CIF championship three times, the Masters 
Meet championship once, and the Orange 
Country championship five times during his 
wrestling career between 2014 to 2018. This 
year in March, he reached new heights and 
became the first winner of the CIF state wres-
tling championship in the history of Santa Ana 
High School, took second place nationally, 
and was promptly named Orange County’s 
boys wrestler of the year. 

After graduation from high school, Mr. Dan-
iel plans to enlist in the Marine Corps imme-

diately. Through wrestling, he has learned dili-
gence, perseverance and confidence, which 
will undoubtedly serve him well as he strives 
to become a member of the Marines. 

Mr. Speaker, Joey Daniel has more than 
proven that he is an extraordinary student ath-
lete with no limits to his potential. I am beyond 
proud to honor Joey Daniel. 

f 

KENNEDI LAUBERT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kennedi 
Laubert for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Kennedi Laubert received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kennedi 
Laubert is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Kennedi Laubert for winning the Adams Coun-
ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

NEVER TOO LATE—TEXAS SPIRIT 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride to give special recognition to the 
accomplishments and sacrifices made by an 
extraordinary woman from Houston—Ieshia 
Champs. After facing incredible challenges in 
her life, Ms. Champs has risen to not only em-
power herself, but other women facing similar 
difficulties. At the age of 33, this single mother 
of 5 just graduated from Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law. Despite dropping out of high 
school, getting laid off, being homeless, losing 
her children’s father to cancer, losing her mom 
to cancer, and losing her home to a fire Ms. 
Champs did not quit. In 2009, she earned her 
GED and began to turn her life around. She 
gives all the credit to her children and her faith 
in God. 

Last month, Ms. Champs found herself in 
the dead center of the media’s attention. She 
posted a photo with her five children, wearing 
a cap and gown, while holding a chalk board 
sign that said, ‘‘I did it!’’ 

Her children held chalkboard signs stating 
‘‘We did it!’’ and ‘‘I helped’’. The photo went 
viral, giving others hope. 

Ms. Champs grew up in the foster care sys-
tem and struggled with thoughts of killing her-
self. She found hope in God and strength in 
her children. Some people would say that she 
beat the odds, but I believe her passion, de-
termination, and resilient attitude along with 
her faith in God ensured her the talent to fin-
ish law school. It wasn’t easy. Her kids helped 
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her studies. They quizzed her with flash cards 
and even served as her mock jury. A family 
that practices law together, stays together. 

We are all faced with challenges and 
choices, some more difficult than others, but 
the understanding that each person is respon-
sible for their actions and their own pursuit of 
the American dream is the best building 
blocks we can give to our children. 

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, I want to congratulate Ms. 
Champs for setting an example to her children 
and giving hope to other women who are fac-
ing similar challenges. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN HONOR OF CEDAR FALLS HIGH 
SCHOOL ROCKET CLUB 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor an accomplished group of students from 
Cedar Falls, Iowa. The Cedar Falls High 
School Rocket Club has a six-member team, 
consisting of Ryan Ritter, Will Burken, Erik 
Walther, Andre Bryan, Randev Gooneseker, 
and Duncan Myer. 

As a result of their performance in a 2017 
national student rocket competition, the Cedar 
Falls High School team was one of only 15 
high school teams chosen to participate in a 
NASA-hosted student launch this past April. 

With the guidance of University of Northern 
Iowa student Ryan Holzaphel, mentor Tyler 
Sorenson, and High School teacher and advi-
sor Zeb Nicholson, the team spent many 
hours preparing to launch their 8-foot-tall, 
high-powered fiberglass rocket from NASA’s 
Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, 
Alabama. In addition to the student rocket 
launch, these students heard from a number 
of speakers, toured the Marshall Space Flight 
Center, and underwent a series of rocketry re-
views to ensure their rocket was ready for 
flight. 

The Cedar Falls High School Rocket Club 
team consists of intelligent and motivated stu-
dents who deserve recognition for their efforts, 
ingenuity, and interest in science. This group 
of young men exemplifies the incredible talent 
and innovation that students in Iowa’s First 
District have to offer. 

f 

KULANI MARTIN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kulani Martin 
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and 
Commissioners Youth Award. 

Kulani Martin received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kulani Mar-
tin is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 

develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Kulani Martin for winning the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 
KEESEVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT ON THE GRAND 
OPENING OF ITS NEW FIRE STA-
TION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Keeseville Volunteer Fire De-
partment on the grand opening of its new fire 
station. 

The Keeseville Volunteer Fire Department 
has been providing firefighting and EMS serv-
ices for the Towns of Chesterfield and AuSa-
ble since it was first established in 1878. For 
the past 140 years, the Fire Department has 
fought to protect and serve the people of 
these communities. Most recently, Keeseville’s 
volunteer firefighters provided excellent first- 
response services to hundreds of families who 
lost power from a windstorm. As a member of 
the Clinton County and Essex County Mutual 
Aid Systems, the Fire Department also assists 
with emergencies throughout both counties. 

In late 2015, the public voted in a ref-
erendum to renovate and expand the Fire De-
partment’s outdated fire station. The project 
added four new bays, creating enough room 
to fit all the Fire Department’s vehicles inside 
the station. Additionally, the structural founda-
tion was reinforced and the parking lot ex-
panded and repaved. With these improve-
ments, our dedicated firefighters will be better 
suited to continue to serve their community. 

On behalf on New York’s 21st District, I 
would like to congratulate the Keeseville Vol-
unteer Fire Department as it opens its new fire 
station. We are grateful for the firefighters’ 
service, and hope that this new station will 
serve as a suitable home for many years to 
come. 

f 

SUPPORTING ROBUST RELATIONS 
WITH THE STATE OF ISRAEL BI-
LATERALLY AND IN MULTILAT-
ERAL FORA UPON SEVENTY 
YEARS OF STATEHOOD 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS STEWART 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 10, 2018 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to add my voice along with my colleagues’ 
to congratulate the state of Israel on its 70th 
anniversary. From its humble beginnings, 
Israel has faced insurmountable odds but has 
prevailed. 

Israel is a light in the region and an exam-
ple of democracy and opportunity. From its 
technological advances to its cultural wonders, 

Israel continue to improve and impress the 
world. 

Since the United States formally recognized 
the state of Israel in 1948, the US-Israeli rela-
tionship has only strengthened. Israel has 
proven itself to be a key ally politically, mili-
tarily, and economically. 

Ultimately, I have had the opportunity to 
personally visit Israel many times and can sin-
cerely say that its greatest asset is its people. 

My sincerest well wishes on this special oc-
casion. 

f 

YOSSELIN SILVA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Yosselin Silva 
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and 
Commissioners Youth Award. 

Yosselin Silva received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Yosselin 
Silva is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Yosselin Silva for winning the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

PROTECTING OUR ANGELS 
ABROAD 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Represent-
ative KENNEDY and I introduced the Sam Farr 
Peace Corps Enhancement Act to protect our 
Peace Corps volunteers, our angels abroad. 

This bill builds on and extends protections 
for volunteers that became law as the result of 
the Kate Puzey Act which I introduced and fi-
nally became law in 2011. H.R. 2259 protects 
volunteers at every stage of their service with 
the Peace Corps: the onboarding process, 
their time in country, and when they return 
home. 

Before they make a decision regarding 
where to serve, many potential volunteers are 
not fully aware of critical information like 
health risks and crime rates in various coun-
tries. This bill requires the Peace Corps to 
provide this information to volunteers upfront 
so that they can make an informed decision 
regarding where to serve. 

While they are deployed in country, the bill 
requires that the Peace Corps ensures volun-
teers have access to qualified medical doc-
tors. These doctors must consult with outside 
experts and the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) on best practices, particularly on men-
tal health and malaria medications that can 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:21 May 18, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A17MY8.013 E17MYPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE674 May 17, 2018 
have serious long-term side effects. We also 
added important provisions on protection from 
sexual assault and harassment recommended 
by the Office of Special Counsel report re-
leased earlier this year. 

When volunteers return home from their 
service with debilitating injuries and illnesses, 
they should not have to spend months dealing 
with bureaucratic red tape at the Department 
of Labor before receiving care. This bill will 
ensure they immediately receive the care they 
need and deserve. 

These common sense changes will make a 
big difference in ensuring the safety and secu-
rity of our volunteers. But this bill is just a first 
step in protecting our volunteers. 

I fought long and hard for a provision that 
unfortunately did not make it into the legisla-
tion that passed out of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee today: to increase the dis-
ability payment provided to disabled returned 
volunteers so they can make ends meet. This 
important provision enjoyed broad support 
from Peace Corps volunteer groups, including 
Health Justice for Peace Corps and the Na-
tional Peace Corps Association. I hope that 
this provision will one day become law. How-
ever, until then, the improvements in this bill 
are essential and valuable for our angels 
abroad. 

A crucial provision that did make it in here 
was the extension of the authorization of the 
Sexual Assault Advisory Council for an addi-
tional 5 years. The Council was initially author-
ized by the Kate Puzey Act and serves to ad-
vise the Peace Corps on agency wide sexual 
assault policy. Without this important bill, the 
council’s authority would lapse this year. 

Peace Corps volunteers selflessly sacrifice 
years of their lives to help people they have 
never even met. Often in some of the most 
desolate, even dangerous, places of the world. 
They are the face of our country in places 
where America’s shining beacon of hope and 
liberty may not always shine so bright. Their 
service to our country should not turn into a 
nightmare that ruins, or even ends their lives. 

As a former judge, I can tell you that it is 
our duty to do everything within our power to 
protect our angels abroad. It’s time to stand 
up and take action for our volunteers. They 
are some of the very best we have. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING TEMPLE SHOLOM 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the 150th Anniversary 
of Temple Sholom in the Lakeview neighbor-
hood of Chicago, IL. Temple Sholom plays a 
critical role in the Reform movement in my 
home city of Chicago and throughout the 
world. 

Founded in 1867, Temple Sholom is one of 
the oldest synagogues in the city. At the time, 
most Jewish institutions were located on the 
south side of Chicago, and Temple Sholom 
filled that neighborhood void by establishing a 
new community on the North Side. Having 
faced the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 and en-
dured moves to several other locations over 
the years, the beautiful lakeside plot that is 

home to the synagogue today proves that this 
institution is so much more than one building 
or address. 

During the Civil Rights movement, Temple 
Sholom joined forces with a variety of religious 
groups to stand strong in defense of equal 
rights for all people—regardless of race. On 
October 21, 1964, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
spoke to Chicago and the world from the 
sanctuary at Temple Sholom, which drew 
crowds from people of all denominations and 
backgrounds. Temple Sholom actively sup-
ports the same ideals of inclusion, diversity, 
and opportunity for all to this day. 

The success of this congregation and its 
positive impact on the community is the direct 
result of the commitment and passion of its 
clergy, staff, and members. For 150 years, 
Temple Sholom has provided a place of com-
fort during painful times, a place of celebration 
during momentous occasions, and always, a 
safe, hospitable place for reflection and pray-
er. This institution continues to advance the vi-
brancy of the 5th Congressional District’s di-
verse community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the 150th Anniversary of Temple 
Sholom. I offer my sincere congratulations to 
Rabbi Edwin Goldberg, Rabbi Scott Gellman, 
Associate Rabbi Shoshanah Conover, Cantor 
Sheera Ben-David, and Board President Marc 
Kaufman, the congregation’s past and present 
staff, and the congregates who are celebrating 
this important milestone. I wish all the best in 
the years ahead and hope for another 150 
years of important work for Temple Sholom. 

f 

RACHELLE KARDISCO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Rachelle 
Kardisco for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Rachelle Kardisco received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Rachelle 
Kardisco is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Rachelle Kardisco for winning the Adams 
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth 
Award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING THE CINCINNATI 
ENQUIRER’S 2018 PULITZER PRIZE 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to commend the staff of the Cincinnati 
Enquirer for their coverage of the opioid epi-

demic in Greater Cincinnati, a story which 
earned them the 2018 Pulitzer Prize in Local 
Reporting. 

Their remarkable coverage of the opioid epi-
demic brought the severity of our region’s 
plight to the nation’s attention. The wide-rang-
ing scope of the Enquirer’s story—encom-
passing addiction, arrests, overdose, even 
pregnancy and birth—demonstrates just how 
pervasive and troubling the consequences of 
the opioid crisis are for millions of Americans. 

A call to attention can often be a first step 
toward solving a problem like the opioid epi-
demic. In fact, resources for law enforcement, 
health care professionals, and mental health 
counselors to fight this epidemic have become 
more readily available than ever. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope you’ll join me in con-
gratulating the Cincinnati Enquirer. 

f 

CELEBRATING LUNDBERG FAMILY 
FARMS 80TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Lundberg Family Farms on the cele-
bration of its 80th anniversary. 

Since its founding in 1937 by Albert and 
Frances Lundberg, the rice-growing company 
has expanded substantially, now producing 18 
different varieties of rice and many other rice 
products. Lundberg has become a national 
leader in the marketplace, and is growing 
quickly internationally. 

This third-generation family business has 
strengthened our region’s vibrant agricultural 
sector and created jobs throughout the Sac-
ramento Valley. Even through substantial 
growth, Lundberg has continued using sustain-
able practices, ensuring that generations to 
come can further its rich farming tradition. 

On behalf of the people of California’s Third 
District, I congratulate Lundberg Family Farms 
on its 80th anniversary, and I know that our 
entire region joins me in wishing them contin-
ued success in the years ahead. 

f 

HONORING SPC. MICHAEL LIMA ON 
BEING NAMED 10TH MOUNTAIN 
DIVISION SOLDIER OF THE YEAR 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Spc. Michael Lima on being 
named the 10th Mountain Division Soldier of 
the Year at Fort Drum, New York. 

Each year, Fort Drum holds a competition 
for the prestigious title of Soldier of the Year. 
The competition features an Army Physical 
Fitness Test, land navigation, marksmanship 
competition, an obstacle course, a six-mile 
road march and other strategy and endurance 
tests. This year, the title goes to Spc. Michael 
Lima, an infantryman for the 3rd Squadron, 
71st Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat 
Team in the 10th Mountain Division. 

On behalf of the 21st District of New York, 
I would like to congratulate Spc. Michael Lima 
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on winning this esteemed title. Spc. Lima will 
now go on to represent the 10th Mountain Di-
vision in the XVIII Airborne Corps Soldier of 
the Year competition. I wish him the best of 
luck and want to extend my thanks for his 
dedicated service to the United States. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. FLORENCE BASS 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize and extend my sincerest wishes 
to a remarkable woman, Ms. Florence Bass. 
Florence was born in the heart of Brooklyn, 
New York and throughout her life, broke down 
gender barriers in education and military serv-
ice. 

Growing up in the early 20th century, Flor-
ence remembers a life in Brooklyn filled with 
horse-drawn fire trucks, unpaved roads and 
time helping at her family’s neighborhood 
candy store. Raised in a family that valued 
education, Florence was fortunate to attend 
many great schools, including New York Uni-
versity. 

Later moving to New Orleans to attend 
Tulane University, Florence earned a Masters 
Degree in Social Work. At the start of World 
War II, she returned to New York City serving 
as a social worker to the Auxiliary Military 
Hospital Services. As one point, she was sta-
tioned at the historic Brooklyn Navy Yard, a 
pivotal site that’s importance to the American’s 
efforts earned it the nickname ‘‘the Can-Do 
Yard.’’ 

After the war, Florence worked for the Jew-
ish Family and Children’s Resettlement pro-
gram to help refugees. Now at 104, Florence 
is a beloved community member living in 
Brooklyn Heights. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Florence Bass for her life-
time of hard work and service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAY AS GBS/CIDP 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the month of May as GBS/CIDP 
Awareness Month. Guillain-Barré Syndrome 
(GBS) is an inflammatory disorder of the pe-
ripheral nerves outside the brain and spinal 
cord and is characterized by the rapid onset of 
numbness, weakness, and often paralysis of 
the legs, arms, breathing muscles, and face. 
Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating 
Polyneuropathy (CIDP) is a rare disorder of 
the peripheral nerves characterized by gradu-
ally increasing sensory loss and weakness as-
sociated with loss of reflexes. The number of 
new cases per year of CIDP is about 1–2 per 
100,000 people, but can be as high as 9 per 
100,000 in some areas. 

Founded by Estelle Benson, the GBS/CIDP 
Foundation International is the preeminent 
global non-profit organization supporting indi-
viduals and their families affected by Guillain- 
Barré syndrome (GBS), chronic inflammatory 

demyelinating polyneuropathy (CIDP), and re-
lated syndromes such as multifocal motor neu-
ropathy (MMN) through a commitment to, edu-
cation, research, and advocacy. I know first- 
hand the importance of the foundation’s work; 
two of my daughters and a granddaughter 
have contracted Guillain-Barré Syndrome 
(GBS). The foundation provided us, as it does 
with all patients, a critical community of med-
ical specialists and survivors and their families 
to ensure that all three were given the best 
treatment and could recover as quickly as 
possible. 

Tonight, Estelle is being honored by The 
National Organization for Rare Disorders 
(NORD) with the Abbey S. Meyers Leadership 
Award on behalf of the Foundation for their 
continued dedication to supporting patients 
with GBS, CIDP and related conditions. I call 
on my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Estelle Benson and recognizing the work of 
the GBS/CIDP Foundation International on be-
half of patients and their families. 

f 

U.S. SUGAR IS UNDER ATTACK 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, American 
sugar is under attack on its home turf. Despite 
costing taxpayers absolutely nothing for 14 of 
the past 15 years, some want to dismantle this 
program, a program—I might add—that sup-
ports 140,000 jobs in 22 states. 

Countries like Mexico flood and dump into 
our country cheap, low quality sugar, under-
cutting American producers. Meanwhile, Big 
Candy Corporations takes advantage of these 
low prices then argue that their foreign com-
petitors pay less than they do, even though 
the data says otherwise. The reality is that 
sugar prices have stagnated over the last 30 
years, stumbling behind the rate of inflation 
and forcing producers to work on razor-thin 
margins. 

But Big Candy wants you to think they’re 
being treated unfairly. In the 80’s—back when 
my hair was blonde and my right hand held a 
gavel—your average candy bar cost about 35- 
cents and contained a mere 2-cents worth of 
sugar. 

In 2018, the average candy bar costs about 
a buck-fifty and still contains only 2-cents 
worth of sugar in. Big Candy’s profits rise and 
they keep the little guy’s cut. 

That’s why we need U.S. sugar policy, Mr. 
Speaker. In the last thirty years, half of the 
U.S.’s sugar operations have shut down. If Big 
Candy gets its way, the other half will soon 
follow. 

I appreciate fellow Texan, Chairman CON-
AWAY’s tireless efforts in crafting this vital leg-
islation and preserving America’s Ag industry 
for another five years. I oppose any action to 
put American sugar growers out of business. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GLENN THOMPSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, on Tuesday, May 15, 2018, I was 
absent for the evening vote series. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 181; YEA on Roll Call No. 182; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 183. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF WILBERT LANNON 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Wilbert Lannon of Cotuit, Mas-
sachusetts; who turns 100 years young on Fri-
day, May 25th. 

Wilbert has been devoted to taking care of 
others from an early age. After growing up in 
Roslindale, he displayed his devotion to family 
when—following his father’s passing—he 
chose to stay home and help instead of at-
tending the United States Military Academy at 
West Point. 

In 1950, Wilbert served his country in the 
United States Army Air Corps for four years. 
He returned home to Roslindale and married 
his wife Mary. They would go on to raise two 
children, Elizabeth and Ferne, and spend 55 
blissful years of marriage together. The 
Lannon Family settled in Medfield and Wilbert, 
a dedicated and caring father, supported his 
family by working in the insurance business 
until his retirement in 2010. 

Wilbert’s daughter Elizabeth speaks incred-
ibly highly of her father, noting his compassion 
and dedication to taking care of others. He 
truly understands the value of lending a hand. 
In 1960, he drove his family to the New York 
World Fair just to see his children smile. He 
has dedicated his life to caring for his family 
and loved ones, including spending every mo-
ment taking care of his daughter, Ferne and 
wife, Mary when they fell ill. 

Today, he lives in Cotuit, near his loving 
daughter Elizabeth, where he continues to 
lend a hand to the residents of his retirement 
home. Wilbert, always ready to help, is truly 
beloved by everyone who has the opportunity 
to cross his path. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Wilbert 
Lannon on his 100th birthday. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in wishing him many more 
years of good health and happiness. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NORTH COUN-
TRY COMMUNITY COLLEGE ON 
ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize North Country Commu-
nity College on its 50th anniversary. 
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North Country Community College opened 

its doors to students and faculty for its first 
classes in September of 1968. The College’s 
first graduating class had only 17 people, with 
certificates in practical nursing and secretarial 
studies. Since then, North Country Community 
College has taught over 50,000 students from 
all over the world and offers more than 25 
academic disciplines. The College also has an 
exceptional athletic history with multiple cham-
pionship winning hockey and basketball 
teams, as well as over 130 outstanding ath-
letes in the North Country Community College 
Athletic Hall of Fame. 

North Country Community College’s impact 
on the North Country over the past 50 years 
cannot go unrecognized. As the only public 
college in the Adirondack Park, North Country 
Community College prioritizes extending op-
portunities to students in the area and pro-
viding them with skills to foster prosperity in 
the local communities. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I 
would like to congratulate North Country Com-
munity College on its 50th anniversary and 
commend the College on its commitment to 
education in the North Country. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. PAUL 
OLSEN ON RETIREMENT 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Paul Olsen, who is retiring from 
Augustana College. Dr. Olsen has become a 
pillar in the Rock Island community, and he 
will be greatly missed. 

Dr. Olsen has spent 50 plus years coaching 
cross country and track and field at Augustana 
College. He has coached a total of 234 NCAA 
Division III All-American runners and, 26 
times, these athletes have been crowned na-
tional champions. Dr. Olsen was inducted into 
the Illinois Track and Field Coaches Associa-
tion ‘‘Hall of Fame’’ in 2004 and went into the 
Augustana ‘‘Tribe of Vikings Hall of Fame’’ in 
2006. Dr. Olsen is a professor in the English 
Department at Augustana, and is one of the 
most popular teachers in the entire school. 

It is because of dedicated and selfless lead-
ers such as Dr. Paul Olsen that I am espe-
cially proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Congres-
sional District. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
again formally congratulate Dr. Paul Olsen on 
his well-earned retirement and thank him for 
all of his contributions and service to our com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING BRAD BREITHAUPT 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Brad Breithaupt of Marin County, 
California, on the occasion of his retirement, 
for 42 years of dedication to local journalism. 

Brad Breithaupt was raised in Marin County, 
where he attended Redwood High School and 
College of Marin. He then graduated with a 

bachelor’s degree in English from U.C. Berke-
ley in 1976 and began his career in local jour-
nalism that same year. 

For the next three years, Brad Breithaupt 
served a variety of roles at The Ark news-
paper in Tiburon, ranging from reporter, to edi-
tor, to publisher. By 1979, he started working 
for the Marin Suburban Newspaper, now 
known as Marinscope, and would go on to 
serve as a reporter there for the next 4 years. 

He became the managing editor for the 
Ross Valley Reporter, San Rafael News Point-
er, and Ignacio News. 

After seven years of quality local reporting 
in a variety of newspaper roles, Brad 
Breithaupt was recruited by the Marin Inde-
pendent Journal in 1983. For the next 35 
years, Mr. Breithaupt remained at the Marin 
Independent Journal, where he served as a 
reporter, columnist, city editor, editorial writer, 
and editorial editor, among other roles. 

During his time at the Marin Independent 
Journal, Brad Breithaupt stayed committed to 
balanced reporting and shining a light on 
causes in need of the public’s attention. His 
work put a spotlight on local and regional top-
ics including crime, community politics, and in-
frastructure hazards, driving the region’s agen-
da and helping set priorities for the public and 
decision-makers. 

Mr. Speaker, Brad Breithaupt’s career rep-
resents more than a collection of articles, but 
rather a laudable example of the role that local 
journalism can play in informing and sup-
porting our communities. Given the adverse 
conditions that local news sources increasingly 
face across the country, it seems fitting and 
appropriate to celebrate the culmination of this 
momentous career. Therefore, please join me 
in congratulating him on his retirement and ex-
pressing our deep appreciation for his long 
and exceptional career in local journalism. 

f 

LUPE FRAGA: A HOUSTON LEGEND 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lupe 
Fraga is a living Houston legend. Lupe and his 
family are well-known in Houston. Lupe is the 
owner of one of the most successful busi-
nesses in Texas, Tejas Office Products lo-
cated in the Houston Heights. When reflecting 
on his incredible career, Lupe says he was 
simply in the right place at the right time, but 
had the guiding hand of God. Mr. Speaker, he 
always made the most of his incredible God- 
given opportunities. 

Lupe was born in Second Ward on the east 
side of Houston, the youngest of six. As a 
child, another Houston legend, ‘‘Mama’’ Ninfa 
Rodriguez Laurenzo, the namesake of the 
world famous Ninfa’s Restaurant, was like a 
second mother to him. This immigrant commu-
nity with a warm family atmosphere, deep 
rooted values, and cherished relationships, 
shaped Lupe’s life and career. 

He says when he was a kid, he was a ‘‘little 
athletic’’ so he got a chance to play baseball 
at St. Thomas High School. Lupe took that 
chance and turned it into a baseball scholar-
ship to Texas A&M University where he was 
a member of A Athletics and the Corps of Ca-
dets. He excelled at school and graduated 

with a degree in accounting. Upon graduation, 
he joined the Army, spent three years in 
France, earned the rank of First Lieutenant, 
and was honorably discharged. When he re-
turned to Houston in the 1960s, Lupe be-
friended the office supply representative at his 
new job and at age 26 he decided to take him 
up on an offer to buy the office supply com-
pany. Tejas Office Products was born. Sup-
plier diversity and Houston’s inclusiveness 
helped Tejas grow. In the 1970’s Lupe was 
given one account with Shell Oil Company. 
Never to pass on an extraordinary opportunity, 
Lupe grew to all nine Houston Shell locations 
and set the course for Tejas to become the 
largest independent office products company 
in the Houston area. 

Lupe never lets anyone forget that Tejas Of-
fice Products is a family-run business. His 
three children have roles in the company. 
Lupe’s son Stephen describes him as not only 
a loving father, but a trusted mentor who loves 
people and believes in giving back. He never 
forgot his east end roots. ‘‘Dad always told us 
the community raises the child, he inspired me 
and my siblings to serve, he wanted all of us 
to help the community.’’ 

Lupe took people under his wing and made 
sure to offer them opportunities like he had. 
He gladly introduced people into the commu-
nity and helped them make connections. Be-
cause he believed so strongly in education, he 
took pride in helping Father T.J. Martinez 
make the connections he needed to start 
Cristo Rey Jesuit School. A quiet leader, Lupe 
would say, ‘‘My mother always taught me, be 
nice to people, not expecting anything in re-
turn. Just be a good person and do it for the 
right reasons.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Stephen also told me, ‘‘Dad 
taught me about relationships. He liked to get 
to know people and be good to people. He 
knew about the value of relationships and cli-
ent satisfaction before there were any books 
on the subject.’’ He was a pioneer in customer 
relationship building and believed that even 
with technology, people want to buy from peo-
ple. Even with the emergence of big box retail-
ers, Lupe found a way to innovate but stay 
independent, creating a partnership with a na-
tional office supply retailer to serve Fortune 50 
and Fortune 500 clients. 

Lupe has earned many accolades and 
achievements in his life including serving on 
the Texas A&M Board of Regents, Chairman 
of the Board of the Federal Reserve Bank 
Houston, Director and Executive Committee 
Member at the Greater Houston Partnership, 
and Chairman Emeritus of the Houston His-
panic Chamber of Commerce. He has been 
honored with many awards including Distin-
guished Alumnus of Texas A&M, 2015 Texas 
A&M Athletics Hall of Fame Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, Mays Business School Out-
standing Alumnus, Fathers of the Year award 
presented by Community Partners in Greater 
Houston, and the 2012 State of Texas Small 
Business Award. 

Lupe and his wife Irene have three children 
and five grandchildren. He loves his Aggies 
and his Astros and spending time with his 
grandkids. Looking back on his success, Lupe 
has said, ‘‘It’s been an experience of people, 
it’s not me, I’ve got to say that. It’s about the 
people that have helped, the people who have 
encouraged, the people that have been there 
for you. That’s what’s done it. I take no cred-
it.’’ 
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Well, today I rise in the House of Rep-

resentatives to give Lupe the credit. Credit for 
his impact on business, his impact on Texas 
A&M, his impact on his community and his 
family. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING MR. AARON ELSTER 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of an integral mem-
ber of the Chicago community. 

On April 11th, we lost a dedicated leader of 
the Jewish faith. Mr. Aaron Elster, Vice Presi-
dent of the Illinois Holocaust Museum and a 
Holocaust Survivor passed away at the age of 
86 on Holocaust Remembrance Day, Yom 
HaShoah. 

Mr. Elster worked tirelessly to ensure that 
the history of the Holocaust was not forgotten. 
He sought to provide all those he met with a 
greater understanding of what this tragedy 
meant for the victims, the survivors, their de-
scendants, and the entire world—both then 
and now. 

He was open about his personal experi-
ences, recollections, and lessons learned—de-
ciding to share these dark times with others in 
order to inspire a deeper sense of compassion 
and civility, while illustrating the dangers of in-
tolerance. 

During the holocaust, Aaron lived in the 
Sokolow Ghetto with his two sisters, mother, 
and father until the closing of the ghetto in 
September of 1942. He was able to escape 
the liquidation by hiding in surrounding farms 
until eventually seeking refuge in the attic of a 
Polish family’s home, where he hid for two 
years until the end of the war. Only Aaron and 
his older sister, Irene, survived before eventu-
ally being smuggled out of Poland to DP 
Camps in Western Germany. 

Aaron and his sister arrived in the United 
States in June of 1947. He was educated in 
Chicago and then went on to serve in the U.S. 
Armed Forces in Korea. He was the co-author 
of ‘‘I Still See Her Haunting Eyes,’’ which 
chronicled the unfathomable atrocities and 
heartbreak he endured throughout one of the 
darkest times in our entire world history. Aaron 
spoke regularly to student groups and was es-
pecially dedicated to the Holocaust Museum’s 
Brill Law Enforcement Action in Democracy 
Training, where he shared his childhood expe-
riences with Chicago Law Enforcement Offi-
cers, helping them to understand their respon-
sibilities while working to protect and serve our 
diverse community. 

I echo the sentiments made by the CEO of 
the Holocaust Museum, Susan Abrams, when 
she wrote the following in Mr. Elster’s Obit-
uary: ‘‘Aaron was an incredible communicator, 
able to empathize with all walks of life—stu-
dents, police officers, any group who visited 
the museum. Aarron spoke about his experi-
ence in the Holocaust with such emotion that 
you could not help but be moved and have a 
desire to act and make the world a better 
place.’’ 

Luckily, future generations will have the 
privilege of hearing Aaron Elster’s story 
through his interactive hologram, which can be 

viewed at the Illinois Holocaust Museum’s 
‘‘Take a Stand’’ Center. He was one of fifteen 
survivors selected worldwide, a tremendous 
honor, of which he was incredibly—and justifi-
ably—very proud. 

Mr. Elster is survived by his wife, Jac-
queline, two sons, and three grandchildren. 
Today, I ask my fellow colleagues to join me 
in honoring and celebrating the rich life and 
many accomplishments of Mr. Aaron Elster. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARYBETH 
SHEA 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Marybeth Shea as she is named 
the 2018 Citizen of the Year by the Norwell 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Marybeth is a pillar of the community, serv-
ing on seventeen boards and committees and 
being a staple in town politics and events. For 
thirty years, she has put the people of Norwell 
first, always trying to figure out how to better 
her community. 

After first moving to Norwell, Marybeth im-
mediately become involved in the Parent- 
Teacher Organization. Marybeth has stepped 
up at every point to improve our school and 
our community. 

Marybeth spent eight years as president of 
the Norwell High School Boosters Committee, 
where she planned fundraisers and headed 
countless initiatives, including the creation of 
the Norwell High School Athletic Hall of Fame. 
She made every opportunity to advocate for 
the students of Norwell and worked to ensure 
their incredible athletic accomplishments 
would long be remembered. 

Outside of school, Marybeth has become a 
familiar face in local politics and does not miss 
an opportunity to advocate and inform others 
about issues that have a direct impact on the 
town of Norwell. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Marybeth 
Shea for her dedication to her community. I 
ask that my colleagues join me in thanking her 
for her work and wishing her all the best as 
she continues her efforts. 

f 

HONORING STAFF SGT. CAIN 
PAVLAK FOR BEING NAMED 
NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Staff Sgt. Cain Pavlak on being 
named the 10th Mountain Division Non-
commissioned Officer of the Year. 

Each year, Fort Drum holds a competition 
for the prestigious title of Noncommissioned 
Officer of the Year. The competition features 
an Army Physical Fitness Test, land naviga-
tion, marksmanship competition, an obstacle 
course, a six-mile road march and other strat-
egy and endurance tests. This year, the title 
goes to Staff Sgt. Cain Pavlak, a cavalry scout 

for the 1st Squadron, 89th Cavalry Regiment, 
2nd Brigade Combat Team in the 10th Moun-
tain Division. 

On behalf of the 21st District of New York, 
I would like to congratulate Staff Sgt. Cain 
Pavlak on winning this esteemed title. We are 
thankful to Staff Sgt. Pavlak for his dedicated 
service to the United States. 

f 

35TH ANNIVERSARY OF CYPRESS 
HILLS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the leadership and staff of Cy-
press Hills Local Development Corporation 
(CHLDC) on their 35th anniversary. This non- 
profit organization located in the Cypress Hills 
and East New York community was created in 
1983 at the height of a nationwide grassroots 
movement to preserve and improve urban 
communities. 

Today, after thirty-five years of dedication 
and commitment, CHLDC has helped trans-
form Cypress Hills into a robust and thriving 
community. CHLDC works to provide crucial 
services such as: economic development; 
homeownership and housing development; en-
trepreneurship; education services; public 
safety; and open space. CHLDC has cham-
pioned many projects from helping to create 
the first dual language school to developing 
more than 400 affordable housing units across 
the neighborhood. Thanks to their help, nu-
merous hardworking local families have been 
able to realize the American Dream of home-
ownership. 

On this 35th anniversary, I would like to 
take the opportunity to commend Michelle 
Neugebauer, Executive Director, Mr. Harold 
Green, Board President, staff and members 
for their tireless and unconditional commitment 
to our community. 

f 

KINGWOOD HIGH SCHOOL WORLD 
DEBATERS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is always 
a privilege to be able to recognize the 
achievements and hard work of outstanding 
students in my community. As the 2017–2018 
school year is winding down, two students 
from Kingwood High School are just getting 
warmed up. 

Emily Grantham and Leila Saklou, 
Kingwood High School eleventh graders, have 
earned two of the five spots on Team USA at 
the World Schools Debate Championships. 
Competing in debate tournaments at Cornell 
University, Harvard University, Los Angeles, 
Germany, Croatia, and Taiwan, Emily and 
Leila have traveled the world. 

Debate creates leaders. I also commend 
Emily and Leila’s debate team and their 
coaches at Kingwood High School. Young 
men and women of all backgrounds have 
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come together, working as a team, to accom-
plish a single goal. This teamwork serves as 
an example for all of us. Congress should take 
notice of this squad. 

The World Schools Debate Championships 
will be held this summer in Croatia from July 
17 to July 27. More than 50 countries compete 
at this 10 day global competition for high 
school debate teams each year, discussing 13 
diverse topics such as politics, philosophy, 
technology, and law. This global event pro-
motes excellence, creativity, and critical think-
ing. Emily and Leila’s success in the world 
class event is inspiring. 

As a past patron of the World Schools De-
bate Championships, Nelson Mandela, said, 
‘‘A winner is a dreamer who never gives up’’. 
Emily and Leila are already winners in my 
book, and have demonstrated an exceptionally 
high standard of excellence and talent. These 
girls have earned the distinction of rep-
resenting not only Texas, but the United 
States. I know they will represent us with pride 
and dignity. Congratulations to Emily and Leila 
for their outstanding achievements. My best 
wishes are with them this summer. 

Go Team USA, and Kingwood Strong. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING PAM ROMANO 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize my friend from Jeffer-
son, Pam Romano—a tireless advocate for 
adoptive families and children around the 
world. 

In 2012, Pam and her husband Mark began 
the process of adopting two Russian brothers, 
Bogdon and Yura. In the same year, though, 
Russia enforced a ban on adoptions to the 
United States, separating the Romanos from 
their sons. 

Since then, Pam and her husband Mark 
have assisted children caught in the cross-
hairs of this ban—like their two sons—by rais-
ing awareness on the issues dividing adoptive 
families. By meeting with lawmakers and shar-
ing her family’s story with others, Pam hopes 
to one day reunite with Bogdon and Yura. 

Last year, the Congressional Coalition on 
Adoption Institute honored Pam as an Angel in 
Adoption, a title given to leaders who have 
made extraordinary strides in helping children 
in need of a family. Moreover, her efforts in-
spired me to recently introduce the Inter-
country Adoption Information Act—a bill de-
signed to bring transparency to the inter-
national adoption landscape, where families 
often struggle to access up-to-date, accurate 
information they need. to navigate the adop-
tion process. 

Pam’s efforts to bring her children home re-
minds us of the unwavering power of a moth-
er’s love. I’m grateful for her dedication to 
bridging the bureaucratic gaps between fami-
lies and their adopted children. 

IN RECOGNITION OF GENERAL H.R. 
MCMASTER 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of Lieutenant General 
H.R. McMaster. General McMaster has served 
in our military honorably for 34 years, and our 
country is better for it. 

I first met General McMaster during our time 
at the United States Military Academy. Gen-
eral McMaster was my squad leader for Cadet 
Basic Training, known as ‘‘Beast Barracks.’’ 
General McMaster, being from Pennsylvania, 
was amused by my then-Alabama accent. He 
gave me the nickname Huckleberry, which is 
how I am still referred to by my West Point 
classmates. 

General McMaster was an excellent leader 
as a senior cadet, and he went on to be a 
highly decorated soldier as a junior officer in 
the first Gulf War. As he moved up the ranks 
in the my, he continued to be an outstanding 
leader, commanding troops overseas in Iraq. I 
was pleased when President Trump nomi-
nated General McMaster to be National Secu-
rity Advisor and think he did a fantastic job in 
that role. 

I wholeheartedly agree with those who have 
called General McMaster the ‘‘greatest solider 
of his generation.’’ It was an honor to serve 
under his leadership at West Point and I wish 
him all the best in his retirement. I hope it in-
cludes a lot of time spent reading and enjoy-
ing the comfort of his famous Hawaiian shirts. 

f 

AGRICULTURE AND NUTRITION 
ACT OF 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2) to provide for 
the reform and continuation of agricultural 
and other programs of the Department of Ag-
riculture through fiscal year 2023, and for 
other purposes: 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong oppo-
sition to H.R. 2, the Agriculture and Nutrition 
Act of 2018. When Ranking Member PETER-
SON, who has done four Farm Bills and is one 
of the most moderate in our Caucus, is upset 
with the process and the result, it tells you that 
the well has been poisoned. But let me tell 
you a little about me and why I chose to be 
on the Agriculture Committee. 

I came from the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania where I was proud to serve as Chair-
man of the state legislature’s Appropriations 
Committee for twenty years. 

There, I was able to secure billions of dol-
lars for state programs that addressed urban 
and rural needs, roads and bridges, schools, 
the first Healthy Food Financing Initiative, and 
most importantly, many, many Agriculture pro-
grams around the entire state of Pennsylvania. 

We should be in the business of first doing 
no harm, but here we are trying to pass off the 

Farm Bill as bipartisan, when in fact, this is an 
assault on the working poor, the disadvan-
taged, seniors, and veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, in Pennsylvania that would 
translate to an additional 199,000 individuals 
between the ages of 50 to 59 who would face 
cuts to their SNAP benefits. It is more difficult 
for older individuals to find work when unem-
ployed and many people want to work more 
than 25 hours, but simply cannot due to lack 
of available hours, children, or age. 

Almost 2 million Pennsylvanians benefit 
from the SNAP, with over 215,000 in my Dis-
trict alone, and with the majority of benefits 
going to those in great need. This bill before 
us is unworkable for Philadelphia. It fails them, 
the process fails them, and for that I give this 
bill an F. 

f 

HONORING LLOYD KNIGHT 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Lloyd Knight. Lloyd 
was recently awarded the Jim Casey Commu-
nity Service Award—one of the highest 
awards given to United Parcel Service em-
ployees. 

Lloyd has been a part of the UPS team for 
over 10 years, joining the company after 
spending 20 years in the United States Air 
Force. Over his time at UPS, he rose to the 
position of Global Forwarding Freight Director 
and founded the UPS Veterans Business Re-
source Group. 

A veteran himself, Lloyd helped found 
VETLANTA, an organization committed to 
bringing together the business community, 
non-profits, and government to help make the 
Atlanta region the best destination in the coun-
try for veterans. Additionally, Lloyd dedicates 
his spare time to veterans through his involve-
ment in Hire Heroes USA and American Cor-
porate Partners. 

Lloyd has served both his country and 
neighbors in Georgia through his tireless serv-
ice, leaving a lasting impact on local veterans 
and his community. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Lloyd for the 
compassion he has shown others and con-
gratulate him on this well-deserved honor. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
May 10th 2018, I experienced a family emer-
gency and so I missed Roll Call vote number 
178 regarding the ‘‘Titus Amendment’’ (A003). 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 
I also missed Roll Call vote number 179 re-
garding the ‘‘Nuclear Waste Policy Amend-
ments Act of 2018’’ (H.R. 3053). Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘No.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-

ACY OF MRS. DORIS MARGARET 
WARD 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the life of 
a passionate civil rights activist, committed 
community servant, and my dear friend—Doris 
Margaret Ward. She embodied the ideal of 
what it means to be a true public servant and 
to selflessly give of her time and talents for 
the betterment of others. 

The Honorable Doris Ward graduated from 
Froebel High School, of Gary, Indiana, where 
she mastered the art of debating, helping her 
debate team win a championship while serving 
as team leader. She, later, earned both her 
Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Education 
from the University of Indiana. She continued 
her education by earning a Master’s Degree in 
Counseling from the San Francisco State Uni-
versity of California. It was there that her pas-
sion for social activism blossomed as she 
joined other students during sit-in protests. 
This experience led her to become the Presi-
dent of the Indianapolis National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People’s 
(NAACP) Metropolitan Council. 

Doris also taught in the Indianapolis School 
District before marrying a law student by the 
name of John Ward. After moving to San 
Francisco in 1968, she became a Trustee of 
the San Francisco Community College District. 

Later on, in 1979, Doris was elected to the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors. Eleven 
short years later, she became the San Fran-
cisco Board of Supervisors’ first African Amer-
ican President. 

In 1996, Doris was first appointed to, and 
then elected as the San Francisco County As-
sessor Recorder. She retired in 2006 with a 
remarkable, long-term record of political activ-
ism. Doris is a Founding Member of the San 
Francisco Chapter of 100 Black Women Incor-
porated, and Black Women Stirring the 
Waters. She led the African-American Action 
Network and served as Board Vice President 
of the Black Coalition on AIDS, which later be-
came the Rafiki Coalition for Health and 
Wellness. Of Mrs. Ward’s numerous accom-
plishments and accolades, what brought her 
the most joy was her sponsorship and co- 
sponsorship of legislation governing minority 
businesses, rent control mandates for San 
Francisco apartment vacancies, and the dives-
titure in South Africa’ s apartheid. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire 
Ward family, Mrs. Ward’s friends, and her ad-
mirers. There are many whose lives were 
greatly enhanced by the endless service, the 
profound graciousness, and the pure love that 
she carried in her heart and soul. It is my 
hope that the outpouring of love that sur-
rounds her loved ones gives you all the 
strength to embrace each coming day with a 
spirit of strength and peace. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to again formally 
recognize Mrs. Doris Ward’s 86 years of life 
and the tremendous impact she has had 
throughout. Her record of political and social 
activism is only superseded by her incredible 

compassion to fight for those that could not 
fight for themselves. I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating her life and in honoring 
the outstanding legacy she has left for all of 
us to remember her by. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE JOHNSON 
HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER TEAM 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the Johnson High 
School boys’ soccer team on winning the state 
title. This honor marks the first state cham-
pionship in the program’s history. 

A few years ago, the Knights suffered a 
tough defeat in the 2014 championship game, 
and, in 2016, a loss in the first round of the 
playoffs prevented the team from advancing to 
the title match up. 

Seeking redemption, the Knights powered 
through the playoffs and earned a rematch 
against McIntosh High School, a team that 
bested the Knights during the regular season. 

This victory testifies to the team’s deter-
mination and the support they’ve received 
from Gainesville residents. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to congratulate 
the Knights on their hard-earned success, and 
I look forward to seeing what next season has 
in store for this team. 
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