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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, due to a 
family emergency, I was unable to be present 
for votes on May 21, 2018. Had I been 
present, I would have voted yes on H.R. 4830 
(Roll no. 207); H.R. 4451 (Roll no. 208) and 
H.R. 3832 (Roll no. 209). 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NAACP BREMERTON 
UNIT 1134 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 75th Anniversary of NAACP 
Bremerton Unit 1134. I was pleased to cele-
brate this anniversary officially on Saturday, 
May 19, 2018 in Bremerton, Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, according to the chief oral his-
torian for the Washington State Legacy 
Project, in 1940 about 100 people of color 
lived in Bremerton. By 1944, more than 5,000 
people of color moved to the region as part of 
a massive influx of patriots who came here to 
help the war effort. The town’s population 
grew from 15,000 in 1940 to 75,000 in 1944. 

That growth didn’t come easily. And it only 
came because people like Lillian Walker and 
her husband James moved to the region from 
Illinois and helped form what became Unit 
1134. 

In 2009, Mrs. Walker, at 95 years old, told 
a historian: ‘‘I’ve always tried to treat people 
like I want to be treated. I don’t care what 
color you are as long as you’re a good per-
son. I’ve never understood prejudice, and I’ve 
never put up with it. I always said, ‘Well, 
you’re either with me or against me. And if 
you’re against me, that means we’re going to 
have to fight!’ ’’ 

And she fought. 
Mr. Speaker, our nation still has work to do 

to achieve the dream that Dr. King spoke of 
not far from this Capitol. The fight for equality 
continues, and the NAACP—as it has done in 
Bremerton for 75 years—is leading the way. 
Anywhere in our country where there is in-
equality, the NAACP is there. The NAACP is 
leading the fight against discrimination at the 
polls. They are bridging the divide between 
people of color and our nation’s police officers. 
They are pushing for better schools that give 
all our kids the skills they need to reach their 
dreams. 

They’re working to end gun violence. And 
they’re pushing for more opportunities for 
more people in more places. 

Mr. Speaker, Members of Congress, please 
join me in celebrating the 75th Anniversary of 
NAACP Bremerton Unit 1134. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, May 21, 2018, I was unable to be in 
Washington and missed Roll Call votes No. 
207, To amend title 38, United States Code, to 
provide for the disapproval of any course of 
education for purposes of the educational as-
sistance programs of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs unless the educational institution 
providing the course permits individuals to at-
tend or participate in courses pending pay-
ment by Department, and for other purposes; 
No. 208, To amend title 38, United States 
Code, to provide for a five-year extension to 
the homeless veterans reintegration programs 
and to provide clarification regarding eligibility 
for services under such programs; and No. 
209, To direct the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to enter into a memorandum of under-
standing with the executive director of a na-
tional network of State-based prescription 
monitoring programs under which Department 
of Veterans Affairs health care providers shall 
query such network, and for other purposes. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘Yes’’ 
on all three bills. 

f 

HONORING JEREMIAH ALLEN 
RUSSELL 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jeremiah Russell. 
Jeremiah is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 333, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Jeremiah has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Jeremiah has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Jeremiah has become a member of the 
tribe Mic-O-Say. Jeremiah has also contrib-
uted to his community through his Eagle Scout 
project. Jeremiah acquired, assembled and in-
stalled outdoor park benches at Parkville Pres-
byterian Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jeremiah for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

CONDEMNING ASSAULT ON FAMI-
LIES OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS 
DURING HUNGER STRIKE IN 
SINDH, PAKISTAN 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I express my 
grave concerns about the human rights situa-
tion in the Sindh province of Pakistan, with 
special reference to enforced disappearances 
of persons at the hands of Pakistani security 
agencies. Many of the disappeared persons 
are from the Jeay Sindh Mahaz (JSM), Jeay 
Sindh Mutehada Mahaz (JSMM), and Jeay 
Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM). The dis-
appeared persons also include teachers, intel-
lectuals, writers, and publishers. Six of my 
House colleagues joined me in sending a let-
ter to the State Department on this issue in 
August 2017. I also raised this issue on the 
floor of the House in October 2017, and this 
problem of enforced disappearances was dis-
cussed in a February 2018 hearing of the Asia 
Subcommittee at the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. 

I strongly condemn an incident that occurred 
this past weekend, when Pakistan’s security 
forces assaulted the families of disappeared 
and missing persons who were on a hunger- 
strike in protest of these disappearances. 

The family members of Sindhi victims of en-
forced disappearances (mainly their daughters 
and wives, as male members are being held 
by the security forces or have moved under-
ground or remain silent as they fear the secu-
rity agencies) and their friends have launched 
a peaceful nonviolent protest for their release. 
The daughters and wives of the disappeared 
persons were engaged in a 72-hour hunger 
strike in front of the Press Club at Karachi that 
began May 20. During this nonviolent protest, 
Pakistani security forces or their agents as-
saulted two daughters of the disappeared 
Hidyat Lohar (an elementary school head-
master who was taken away in April 2017 in 
front of school children) and two daughters of 
Khadim Arijo (a civil servant missing since 
April 2017). Security forces also reportedly de-
tained about five of the nonviolent activists, 
though it seems they have been released. 

It is crucial that Pakistan immediately cease 
these and other related human rights viola-
tions in the Sindh province. Pakistani security 
personnel and others involved in the enforced 
disappearances should be held accountable. I 
urge the U.S. State Department and Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo, as well as our ambas-
sador in Pakistan, to take up this issue with 
the civilian and military leadership of Pakistan. 
Our ambassador to Pakistan must receive 
guarantees from the Pakistani government re-
garding the protection of human rights defend-
ers and of those who advocate for Sindh’s 
missing persons. It will be even more signifi-
cant to set up a bipartisan fact finding mission 
to probe enforced disappearances and related 
killings in Sindh. 
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GUN VIOLENCE 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 21, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
join my Congressional Black Caucus Col-
leagues to speak forcefully for this Congress 
to listen to the children of this nation who are 
crying out to us for help asking that we save 
them from gun violence. 

On Friday, May 18, 2018, the community of 
Santa Fe, Texas joined Parkland, Florida—as 
the place where gun violence took the lives of 
children and teachers who were at school. 

Our hearts still ache with sadness and dis-
belief for the families and loved ones of the 8 
students and 2 teachers who were sons and 
daughters, brothers and sisters, wives and 
mother, who lost their lives in this senseless, 
horrific act of domestic terrorism. 

Enough is enough. 
It is safe to say that America is sick and 

tired of being sick and tired of gun violence. 
Congress has studied the issue of gun vio-

lence and we know the answers to reducing 
deaths and injuries, but what we lack is the 
will in this body to act. 

Here are the top 6 actions the President 
and the Congress can and must take now to 
protect our communities: 

Require universal background checks to 
keep guns out of dangerous hands; 

Extend the waiting period to purchase or 
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR–15 
pending completion of background checks to 7 
days; 

Raise the minimum age to purchase or 
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR–15, 
high-capacity magazines, ammunitions, and si-
lencers from 18 to 21 years of age; 

Ban military-style assault weapons; 
Limit high-capacity magazines; and 
Increase access to mental health services. 
Provide the tools that gun owners need to 

maintain control over legally obtained. 
We can take action without infringing on the 

2nd Amendment rights of Americans. 
We need to make it harder for criminals to 

obtain guns by strengthening the background 
check system. 

We need to ensure that mental health pro-
fessionals know their options for reporting 
threats of violence—even as we acknowledge 
that someone with a mental illness is far more 
likely to be the victim of a violent crime than 
the perpetrator. 

We must also make safe gun storage a pri-
ority. 

As the founder and Co-Chair of the Con-
gressional Children’s Caucus, a senior Mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee, and the Rank-
ing Member of the Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security, I 
have listened far too often to the testimony of 
individuals who have survived tragedies or lost 
loved ones as a result of gun violence. 

In the words of President Obama after the 
2013 Sandy Hook Elementary shooting, 
‘‘We’re going to have to come together and 
take meaningful action to prevent more trage-
dies like this, regardless of the politics.’’ 

While it is certainly true that violent crime 
and homicide rates in this country have been 
declining in recent years, they are still far 
above those in other industrialized nations. 

There exists a culture of violence in Amer-
ica; a subculture that with today’s techno-
logically advanced weaponry is far more dan-
gerous to public safety than ever before. 

At no point in our nation’s history has a sin-
gle human been more capable of inflicting 
massive death and misery, and our society is 
producing more individuals who seek to em-
ploy such means to carry out their ill inten-
tions. 

Far too often, the tool of choice for would- 
be killers are military-style assault weapons 
with high-capacity magazines. 

Every day, on average, 92 Americans are 
victims of gun violence, resulting in more than 
33,000 deaths annually. 

In raising this issue, we recognize and re-
spect other cultures that exist in America; law- 
abiding citizens who are responsible in their 
ownership of firearms. 

Many of these citizens are responsible with 
respect to the lethal capacity of their firearms, 
opting not to obtain assault weapons or to 
equip assault weapons with 30, so, 75, or 
100–round magazines. 

Here is what I think the Congress can and 
must do to reduce gun violence without 
abridging the Second Amendment rights of 
law-abiding Americans. 

Extend the waiting period to purchase or 
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR–15 
pending completion of background checks to 7 
days. 

That is why I have introduced H.R. 4268, 
the ‘‘Gun Safety, Not Sorry Act.’’ 

Raise the minimum age to purchase or 
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR–15, 
high-capacity magazines, ammunitions, and si-
lencers from 18 to 21 years of age. 

That is why I have introduced H.R. 5088, 
the ‘‘No Mass Atrocities with Guns Act’’ (‘No 
MAGA Act’). 

Reinstate and strengthen the federal ban on 
assault weapons. 

I am an original co-sponsor of H.R. 3947, 
legislation that will reinstates the assault 
weapons ban that has been introduced by my 
colleague, Congressman DAVID CICILLINE of 
Rhode Island. 

Reinstate a federal ban on bump stocks and 
high-capacity magazines holding more than 
ten rounds and allowing a shooter to inflict 
mass damage in a short period of time without 
reloading will save lives. 

I will soon be introducing the ‘‘Stop Abuse, 
Violence, and Ending Lives Act of 2018,’’ leg-
islation to ban the sale and possession of 
bump stocks. 

Require a background check for every gun 
sale, while respecting reasonable exceptions 
for cases such as gifts between family mem-
bers and temporary loans for sporting pur-
poses. 

I am an original co-sponsor of H.R. 4240, 
the ‘‘Public Safety and Second Amendment 
Rights Protection Act of 2017,’’ legislation that 
requires universal background checks and 
closes the gun show loophole that has been 
introduced by my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON of California. 

It is estimated that four out of ten gun buy-
ers do not go through a background check 
when purchasing a firearm because federal 
law only requires these checks when someone 
buys a gun from a federally licensed dealer. 

That would be like allowing four out of ten 
people to choose if they would like to go 
through airport security. 

This loophole allows felons, domestic abus-
ers, and those prohibited because of mental 
illness to easily bypass the criminal back-
ground check system and buy firearms at gun 
shows, through private sellers, over the inter-
net or out of the trunks of cars. 

Strengthen the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) database 
to ensure it is up to date by requiring federal 
and state agencies to transfer important 
records to the database expeditiously since 
without the information, the reliability of a 
background check is questionable. 

Pass legislation aimed specifically at crack-
ing down on illegal gun trafficking and straw- 
purchasing which often puts guns in the hands 
of people who are prohibited from having 
them. 

Straw-purchasing is when a prohibited buyer 
has someone with no criminal history walk into 
a gun store, pass a background check and 
purchase a gun with the purpose of giving it 
to the prohibited buyer. 

Restore funding for public safety and law 
enforcement initiatives aimed at reducing gun 
violence. 

Congress should fund law enforcement’s ef-
forts to reduce gun violence, while supporting 
federal research into causes of gun violence. 

There is no reason the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) or the National Institute of 
Health (NIH) should be prohibited from re-
searching the causes of gun violence. 

That is why I have co-sponsored H.R. 1832, 
legislation that authorizes the appropriation of 
funds to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention for conducting or supporting re-
search on firearms safety or gun violence pre-
vention. 

I have also co-sponsored H.R. 1478, the 
Gun Violence Research Act, which repeals the 
provision that in practice prohibits the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services from 
sponsoring research on gun violence. 

And there is no reason for the restrictions 
federal law places on our law enforcement of-
ficers’ ability to track and combat the spread 
of illegal guns. 

Close the holes in our mental-health system 
and make sure that care is available for those 
who need it. 

Congress must improve prevention, early 
intervention, and treatment of mental illness 
while working to eliminate the stigma associ-
ated with mental illness. 

Access to mental health services should be 
improved, the shortage of mental health pro-
fessionals should be addressed, and funding 
should be made available for those programs 
that have proven to be effective. 

That is why I have co-sponsored H.R. 1982, 
the ‘‘Mental Health Access and Gun Violence 
Prevention Act,’’ legislation that authorizes the 
Department of Justice, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, and the Social 
Security Administration to: (1) increase access 
to mental health care treatment and services, 
and (2) promote reporting of mental health in-
formation to the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System. 

Help local communities get unwanted and il-
legal guns out of the hands of those who 
should not have them. 

Congress should help support and develop 
local programs that get unwanted guns off our 
streets, such as gun buy-back programs that 
proved so effective in Australia. 

Finally, we must address our culture’s glori-
fication of violence seen and heard through 
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our movie screens, television shows, music 
and video games. 

Congress should fund scientific research on 
the relationship between popular culture and 
gun violence, while ensuring that parents have 
access to the information they need to make 
informed decisions about what their families 
watch, listen to, and play. 

Here is what I think neither the President, 
the Congress, nor state and local govern-
ments should not do to reduce gun violence. 

We Should Not Arm Teachers because they 
are not trained to handle weapons; this is not 
what they signed up for. 

We Must Not Surrender to NRA even 
though the gun lobby has long enjoyed tre-
mendous influence over congressional Repub-
licans and some Democrats. 

Persons who live in fear of gun violence and 
mass shootings at schools, theaters, places of 
worship and work, and public spaces are not 
afraid of the NRA. 

What they are afraid of is an AR–15 in the 
hands of a mentally unstable person. 

Americans are a can-do people; we do not 
bemoan our problems and accept terrible out-
comes. 

We act to solve them. 
We have made our cars and trucks and 

roads safer and reduced traffic fatalities. 
We have virtually eradicated polio, small 

pox, and other debilitating and life-threatening 
diseases. 

We respond immediately to natural disasters 
caused by hurricanes, earthquakes, tornados, 
floods, and man-made disasters caused by 
acts of terrorism. 

When it comes to reducing or preventing 
gun violence, we must summon that same 
spirit of American resolve and know-how and 
get the job done. 

We can do it; after all, we are Americans. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 208. 

f 

SRI LANKAN REMEMBRANCE DAY 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in rec-
ognition of the Day of Remembrance for Sri 
Lankan communities around the world. Re-
membrance Day is generally observed on May 
18 or May 19, to remember and mark the sac-
rifices made by all those who died, irrespec-
tive of their ethnicity, in Sri Lanka’s civil war. 

For many, who have family and loved ones 
in Sri Lanka, there is still not closure, because 
those they lost are not accounted for. 

The Sri Lankan government has acknowl-
edged the receipt of at least 65,000 com-
plaints of such disappearances. 

Independent assessments provided by the 
human rights community estimate that be-

tween 60,000 and 100,000 individuals have 
disappeared since 1980. 

The victims included human rights workers, 
those providing humanitarian assistance, jour-
nalists, critics of the government, community 
leaders, and many others. Abductions and en-
forced disappearances have been perpetrated 
by state and non-state actors. 

The Tamil people have been disproportion-
ately impacted by these crimes, and their fam-
ilies deserve to know the truth. All of the fami-
lies deserve closure. 

Despite some action, the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment has still made limited progress and 
more needs to be done. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. ROBERT 
AND MRS. RITA ROBBINS 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Robert and Mrs. Rita Robbins, 
who have dedicated their lives to caring for 
Kentuckians as surgeon and surgical nurse, 
respectively, at Hardin Memorial Hospital. 

Dr. and Mrs. Robbins met when they were 
working together at Hardin Memorial Hospital, 
and fittingly were married in the hospital’s 
chapel. They have become fixtures in the Har-
din County community through their work at 
the hospital and beyond. 

Dr. and Mrs. Robbins embody the definition 
of servant leadership, and I am proud to honor 
them. 

f 

MELANIE ALLEN 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Melanie Allen 
and her recent recognition of being named the 
2018 Patriot League Scholar-Athlete of the 
Year. Ms. Allen, an extraordinary tennis play-
er, is also a cadet at the United States Military 
Academy. 

Melanie recently finished the season in 
West Point’s No. 2 singles position where she 
had a record of 19–9 in singles matches and 
21–3 in doubles matches, both of which boast 
as single-season personal bests. Not only is 
Melanie an excellent athlete, but she also 
holds a 3.65 GPA as a Psychology major. 

I congratulate Melanie Allen on her recent 
recognition for, and her dedication to, both 
athletics and academics. I look forward to 
hearing of her successes in the armed forces 
and beyond in the years to come. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER FINBARR 
HARAN ON BEING NAMED OAK 
LAWN’S TOP COP OF 2018 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Officer Finbarr Haran of the Oak Lawn 

Police Department for being named the vil-
lage’s Top Cop of 2018. The Oak Lawn Lion’s 
Club bestows this award on a distinguished 
member of the force after being nominated by 
his or her peers and selected by a committee 
of police department leaders. 

Officer Haran serves the Oak Lawn commu-
nity as one of the city’s K–9 Officers alongside 
his partner Edo, a Belgian Malinois from the 
Czech Republic. Together, they have worked 
extensively with the Drug Enforcement Agency 
and have brought numerous criminals to jus-
tice. Over the years, the expansion of Oak 
Lawn’s law enforcement agency has brought 
in the phenomenal men and women who now 
serve as the city’s first responders. Officer 
Haran is shining example of the Oak Lawn 
Police Department and the officers that serve 
the Village of Oak Lawn. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Oak Lawn Police Officer Finbarr Haran. I con-
gratulate him on his accomplishments and 
thank him for his service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to be present for votes yesterday, May 21, 
2018, due to a delayed flight. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 207; YEA on Roll Call No. 208; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 209. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call votes 207, 208, and 209 on Monday, 
May 21, 2018. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Yea. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ES-
TABLISHMENT OF THE AZER-
BAIJAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Republic of Azerbaijan on the 
100th Anniversary of its independence, which 
occurred on May 28, 1918. On the adoption of 
its Declaration of Independence, what was 
then known as the Azerbaijan Democratic Re-
public, became the first secular parliamentary 
democracy in the Muslim world. 

Since that time, Azerbaijan suffered an inva-
sion by the Bolsheviks which led to the estab-
lishment of a Soviet government and ended 
with the forced incorporation of Azerbaijan into 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR). As the Soviet Union collapsed, the 
people of Azerbaijan readied themselves for 
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yet another independence movement culmi-
nating in the restoration of their independence 
on August 30, 1991—the United States once 
again recognized Azerbaijan’s independence 
on December 25, 1991. Since that Christmas 
Day over twenty-five years ago, the United 
States has supported the Republic of Azer-
baijan’s political independence, sovereignty, 
and territorial integrity within internationally 
recognized borders. 

Mr. Speaker, Azerbaijan has not only been 
a friend to the United States in our times of 
need, most notably after September 11, 2001, 
when Azerbaijan gave us their unconditional 
assistance in bringing to justice those who 
carried out that cowardly attack, but also to 
our dear friend Israel. Azerbaijan and Israel 
recently celebrated twenty-five years of strong 
diplomatic relations. A relationship that has 
seen great growth in trade between the two 
nations and an ever increasing dedication to 
strengthening energy security in the region. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my sincerest con-
gratulations to the people of Azerbaijan as 
they celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the 
establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic 
Republic. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN THEODORE 
MORAN ON BEING NAMED OAK 
LAWN’S TOP FIREFIGHTER OF 
2018 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Captain Theodore Moran of the Oak 
Lawn Fire Department for being named the vil-
lage’s Top Firefighter of 2018. The Oak Lawn 
Lion’s Club bestows this award on a distin-
guished member of the department after being 
nominated by his or her peers and selected by 
a committee of fire department leaders. 

Captain Moran has distinguished himself on 
numerous occasions, putting his life on the 
line for residents of Oak Lawn. In 2014, he 
was awarded the Fire Department’s Medal of 
Honor Award and he continues to serve the 
community with distinction. Captain Moran is a 
superb example of the Oak Lawn Fire Depart-
ment’s motto ‘‘The Desire to Serve—The 
Courage to Act—The Ability to Perform.’’ 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Captain Theodore Moran of the Oak Lawn 
Fire Department. I congratulate him on his ac-
complishments and thank him for his service. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
FATHER THOMAS C. EISWEIRTH 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize and honor the retirement of Fa-
ther Thomas C. Eisweirth as the pastor of 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Warren, Ohio. 

Fr. Eisweirth was ordained a priest in 1974 
by Bishop James Malone. He grew up at St. 
Mary Parish in Conneaut, Ohio in Ashtabula 
County. Over the course of his ministry, he 

has served in five other parishes in the Dio-
cese of Youngstown and in other parishes 
throughout the region including Trumbull, Por-
tage, Columbiana, and Mahoning Counties. In 
2010, Bishop George Murry S.J. appointed Fr. 
Eisweirth as pastor of this parish. Now, after 
forty-four years in active ministry, he is retir-
ing. 

Fr. Eisweirth always gives the most touching 
sermons. He has a way of connecting deep 
spiritual principles to our everyday lives. He 
truly embodies the mission of the parish to be 
a Blessed Sacrament for the people of War-
ren, Howland, and the entire world. He is an 
excellent priest and a phenomenal pastor. I 
will miss his immense wisdom, and I will keep 
him in my prayers. I wish him every blessing 
as he begins a new journey in retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, due to my 
mother’s health, I was unable to vote on Roll 
Call votes 207, 208, and 209. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 207; YEA on Roll Call No. 208; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 209. 

f 

HONORING VICTORIA ‘‘VICKI’’ 
TOUCHSTONE—REFUGE EM-
PLOYEE OF THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Victoria ‘‘Vicki’’ Touchstone who has 
been named the 2018 National Wildlife Refuge 
System Employee of the Year. 

Vicki Touchstone is a Refuge Planner for 
the San Diego National Wildlife Complex. The 
wildlife refuge protects endangered, threat-
ened, migratory, and native species in their 
natural habitats during a growing urbanization 
of the coast. The refuge is located at the 
south end of San Diego and is surrounded by 
the cities of National City, Chula Vista, San 
Diego, Imperial Beach and Coronado which 
fall in my congressional district. In her role, 
she has developed important projects that 
have assisted and protected the wildlife popu-
lations that call the 51st Congressional District 
their home. In addition, she’s created pro-
grams that have provided created greater pub-
lic access for the community. 

She has dedicated 16 years of her career to 
the San Diego National Wildlife Complex, 
completing multiple habitat restoration 
projects, drafted and finalized four major Com-
prehensive Corporations Plans for four dif-
ferent refuges and expanded public access. 

I am told that at home she has created an 
oasis for turtle and tortoises that were rescued 
from the San Diego Turtle and Tortoise Soci-
ety right in her backyard and takes her per-
sonal vacations at the annual California Trails 
and Greenways Conference. Her dedication to 
protecting wildlife in San Diego is astounding. 

I would like to recognize Vicki Touchstone 
for her dedication to protect wildlife in my dis-

trict, congratulate her being recognized as the 
2018 National Wildlife Refuge System Em-
ployee of the Year and for all the work she 
has done to preserving wildlife in the 51st Dis-
trict of California. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2018 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES MARINES AND 
OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES OF 
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA FOR 
HOSTING THE INAUGURAL HIGH 
SCHOOL ENLISTEE RECOGNITION 
CEREMONY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 10 Fairfax, Virginia area high 
school seniors who plan to enlist in the United 
States Marines after graduation. These stu-
dents have excelled in their academic and ex-
tracurricular activities, and I offer my sincere 
congratulations upon their high school gradua-
tion. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Marines: 

David Kha; Luke Kim; Ismael Shehat; 
Zachary Torres; Alex Cundith; Jasper Allison; 
Joshua Adkins; Ian Framstad; Robero 
Fuentes; Jenish KC. 

These students will be honored by the Our 
Community Salutes Fairfax Chapter of Our 
Community Salutes at their Inaugural Military 
Enlistee Recognition Ceremony on Tuesday, 
May 22, 2018 in Sterling, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

SHARING STUDENTS’ ‘MARCH FOR 
OUR LIVES’ REMARKS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, I came 
to the Floor and spoke about the March For 
Our Lives on March 24 and the nine extraor-
dinarily poised students in Morristown, New 
Jersey, who spoke at the rally there, which I 
attended. I include in the RECORD remarks by 
Benjamin Douglas. I hope my colleagues will 
read them and internalize the sense of fear in 
which our nation’s students are living every 
day—and our responsibility as Members of 
Congress to do something to address this cri-
sis of gun violence. 
MARCH FOR OUR LIVES REMARKS BY BENJAMIN 

DOUGLAS 
Mass shootings have been becoming a more 

and more common part of our society for 
years now. By the time I became aware of 
this, many ordinary people had already 
begun to work toward change. One such per-
son was a close friend of mine who took part 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:37 May 23, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A22MY8.006 E22MYPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E707 May 22, 2018 
in and introduced me to the Sandy Hook 
Ride on Washington also known as Team 26. 
Team 26 is an organization of twenty-six cy-
clists and activists who every year, ride to-
gether from Newtown, CT, to Washington, 
DC, in order to honor the twenty-six lives 
lost in the Newtown School Shooting, raise 
awareness of gun violence, and the ever- 
growing need for common sense gun legisla-
tion. His participation in this ride and my 
discovery of it opened my eyes to many 
things regarding the topic of gun violence. 

Firstly, it got me thinking about my own 
town’s vulnerability to this ever growing 
issue. I had grown up believing that my town 
was immune to the epidemic of gun violence. 
But with my new outlook on the conflict, I 
found that it has become increasingly dif-
ficult, almost impossible to still confidently 
say this. I realized that no town in our coun-
try is more or less likely to experience these 
types of tragedies. 

Also, I thought about how gun violence and 
other forms of mass violence had affected my 
childhood. Seemingly endless lock-down 
drills, news stories of ‘another shooting,’ and 
hearing my peers discuss what they would do 
if they were ever in a scenario such as a 
school shooting. I knew that no one should 
need to worry about their safety or think 
about how they would react in public places 
during an avoidable tragedy like this. I felt 
strongly about this and wanted to make a 
difference. 

Through watching the men and women who 
rode their bikes from Newtown, CT, to Wash-
ington, DC, stop along the way to hold ral-
lies, call people to action, and spread hope 
wherever they went, I saw ways I too could 
make a difference. The following year, I rode 
with Team 26, and I witnessed the rallies at 
which many of the family members and 
friends of people who had lost their lives to 
gun violence spoke about their experience. 

During our rally in Trenton, we heard 
members of Mothers Demand Action speak 
about the loss of their sons and daughters, 
we learned exactly how it felt to have some-
one you love so dearly taken from you for-
ever due to a strangers ease of access to a 
firearm. 

Here, in Morristown, we met and rode with 
a mother whose life was turned upside down 
by a man who discharged a firearm in a mall, 
seriously hurting her, and killing her fifteen- 
year-old daughter! 

Listening to these people speak helped me 
discover the real reason I was there. 

I was riding with Team 26 to be a mes-
senger. 

We were listening to these people speak 
first-hand about when their loved ones were 
taken by another person with a gun and how 
it felt and affected their lives. 

We took these peoples’ experiences and sto-
ries to the elected officials in the states we 
visited and in our nation’s capital to educate 
them on what is really going on in their 
country. 

It is so easy to be unaware of how often 
shootings occur as most shootings go unre-
ported and therefore are quickly forgotten 
by those not involved. But for the friends 
and family whose friend, child, or sibling had 
been taken from them, any of these occur-
rences are life changing. 

We ride to ensure that no life gets forgot-
ten. 

We ride to educate our lawmakers about 
gun violence beyond the statistics, to show 
them not only the numbers, but who those 
numbers represent and the heartbreak and 
sorrow they live with. 

We ride to encourage these lawmakers to 
begin making change. 

To urge their peers to stand up with them 
against gun violence. 

To vote for common sense gun laws such as 
mandatory background checks, banning as-

sault rifles and bump-stocks, and helping to 
make mental healthcare more accessible and 
accepted nationwide. 

Team 26 shares many of its goals with the 
hundreds of other organizations and groups 
who are currently battling the nationwide 
epidemic of gun violence now more than 
ever. We all must now come together as one 
group and refuse to be silenced. 

We must continue to organize these events 
and never stop making noise until our rep-
resentatives get it. 

Until they understand that gun violence is 
not a problem that is going to fix itself and 
that the citizens they represent are relying 
on them to become part of the solution. 

In order to convince our representatives 
that the voice of many is more powerful than 
ever, we must never give up and become an 
active part of our society. You can do this in 
countless numbers of ways. 

If you are seventeen or older, make sure 
you are registered to vote. 

If you are eighteen or older, make sure 
that you do vote. 

No matter what your age is, you can get 
involved and make your voice heard. In fact, 
you already have by attending this event and 
hopefully attending more in the future to 
show that we will never go away. 

Unfortunately, it is unlikely this will be 
the end. But we must all make a continuous 
effort to keep the pressure on and to fight 
for what is right. Without the power of the 
people, this conflict will never have a solu-
tion. 

So we must press on, ride on, never give 
up, and pledge to being the generation that 
will create the place where this will never 
happen again. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF H.E. AMBAS-
SADOR VASILIOS PHILIPPOU 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to His Excel-
lency Ambassador Vasilios Philippou as he 
ends his tenure as High Commissioner and 
Consul General of the Republic of Cyprus in 
New York City. 

Ambassador Philippou has dedicated his 
entire adult life to serving his country. As a 
young man, Ambassador Philippou served in 
the Cypriot National Guard. He began his ca-
reer in at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
1991. His postings in foreign service include 
serving as Consul General in New York; High 
Commissioner of the Republic of Cyprus to 
Antigua, Barbuda, St. Lucia, and Trinidad and 
Tobago; a Counsellor on Economic and Multi-
lateral Affairs; and as an Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary to Mexico. 

Ambassador Philippou has been awarded 
the International Good Scout Award from the 
greater New York Councils of Boy Scouts of 
America and has been honored by the Cyprus 
Children’s Fund, a nonprofit which provides 
scholarships to Cypriot students to attend Uni-
versity abroad. He is also an Honorary Fellow 
of the Foreign Policy Association of New York. 

Throughout his tenure in New York, Ambas-
sador Philippou displayed tremendous dedica-
tion to improving the U.S.-Cypriot relationship. 
He has been named the next High Commis-
sioner of Cyprus in Ottawa, Canada, and I am 
confident that in that role, he will build upon 

his already-impressive record of public serv-
ice. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing H.E. Ambassador Philippou’s 
amazing dedication to public service and his 
tireless work to strengthen the long friendship 
between the Republic of Cyprus and the 
United States of America. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT 
DAVID QUINN FOR HIS SERVICE 
TO OUR COUNTRY DURING 
WORLD WAR II 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor United States 
Marine Corps 1st Sergeant David Quinn of 
Temple, New Hampshire for his service and 
sacrifice to our country during World War II. 

Sgt. Quinn gave his life on November 20, 
1943, during the amphibious assault on 
Tarawa, an island atoll located in the Gilbert 
Islands. What became known as one of the 
‘‘toughest’’ battles in Marine Corps history, the 
Battle of Tarawa was 76 hours of intense 
fighting with Japanese defenders, and it 
claimed the lives of approximately 1,000 Ma-
rines and sailors, including Sgt. Quinn at just 
24 years old. But the tenacity and unwavering 
commitment displayed by Sgt. Quinn and his 
fellow Marines helped lead the Americans to 
victory in the battle two days later. 

For decades, Sgt. Quinn’s family believed 
his body had been lost at sea, never to be re-
covered and given a proper burial. That all 
changed when his nephew Paul Quinn was 
contacted by military scientists, who said they 
had positively identified Sgt. Quinn’s remains. 
Last month, nearly 75 years after his death, 
Sgt. Quinn finally came home to New Hamp-
shire and received a funeral with full military 
honors, bringing much needed closure and 
peace to the Quinn family. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District, I express my deepest grati-
tude to Sgt. Quinn for his service and for mak-
ing the ultimate sacrifice in defense of the 
freedoms we hold so dear. I thank his family 
for seeing him through until the end and for 
keeping his memory alive, and I share their re-
lief over his return home. I will continue work-
ing to ensure our brave veterans receive the 
respect, dignity and services they deserve. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SADETE 
MUJOVIC 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the remark-
able achievements of Sadete Mujovic, an edu-
cator who is making a difference in the lives 
of her students and a leader in the Muslim 
American community who is developing won-
derful after-school programs to encourage chil-
dren to reach their full potential. I am delighted 
to recognize her remarkable contributions at a 
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slightly belated event along with 
Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas. Sadete ex-
emplifies the originality and creativity needed 
to be a great teacher. 

Sadete currently works at the Legacy High 
School, a state-sponsored charter school for 
children with learning disabilities on Roosevelt 
Island. Sadete is an IEP coordinator and 
English teacher with over 13 years of experi-
ence in education, including six years as Edu-
cation Director at the Muslim American Soci-
ety Ibn Sina Community Center. Sadete be-
lieves that every child deserves a safe edu-
cational environment in which to learn and 
grow and recognizes that each child has 
something unique and special to offer to the 
world. 

Sadete has worked on projects to help im-
prove schools, such as school change 
projects, restructuring school growth and goal 
setting. Her efforts as an educator and admin-
istrator have led to the development of school- 
wide teacher development and the creation of 
programs to enhance classroom instruction. 

A dedicated educator who constantly strives 
to improve her ability to communicate with stu-
dents and colleagues, Sadete takes every op-
portunity to learn new techniques and new 
ways to encourage her students to succeed. 
Sadete has completed many credential pro-
grams to supplement her skills, including the 
FDC for Leaders credential program where 
she learned to empower the work place, en-
courage cultural competence and promote su-
pervision with skill and heart. 

Sadete devotes much of her time to the 
MAS Ibn Sina Center where she directs an 
after-school program that offers homework 
help and tutoring for up to 300 children, over-
sees women’s fitness and wellness classes, 
conducts arts programs for adults and young 
people and teaches ESL classes. Sadete has 
demonstrated strong leadership skills, over-
seeing the budget, recruiting, hiring, training 
and managing staff, spearheading marketing 
and awareness programs, fundraising and 
mentoring young people. Committed to sup-
porting the students, parents and staff of the 
MAS-Ibn Sina Center, Sadete works to help 
them reach their full potential academically, 
socially and physically. 

Through education, Sadete touches the 
lives of thousands of young people, helping in-
still confidence and a love of learning. We are 
truly fortunate to have someone as committed, 
enthusiastic and resourceful as Sadete, help-
ing to make our community a wonderful place 
to live. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the dedication and hard work of 
Sadete Mujovic, an educator whose passion 
and skill is reflected in the achievements of 
her students. 

f 

SALUTING TIM AND SUZANNE 
OLSON FOR THEIR DEDICATION 
TO OUR NATION’S VETERANS 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize Tim and Suzanne 
Olson for their leadership in the Space Coast 
Honor Flight program serving Florida’s 
Brevard and Indian River County veterans. 

A United States Navy veteran, Tim Olson 
began his service to Honor Flight in 2010 
while working his full-time job in Maryland. As 
a ‘‘Green Shirt’’ volunteer at the Baltimore- 
Washington International Airport, he helped 
welcome veterans from around the United 
States as they made their way to Washington, 
D.C. 

Based on his rewarding experiences, Tim 
encouraged his wife Suzanne to volunteer with 
the newly formed Honor Flight program in Mel-
bourne, FL in late 2010. Since that time, Tim 
and Suzanne have been an integral part of 
Space Coast Honor Flight. Working with a 
small group of volunteers, they helped build a 
board of directors to lead a team of over 300 
volunteers that have made 49 trips to our na-
tion’s capital, allowing 1,250 World War II, Ko-
rean War, and Vietnam War veterans the op-
portunity to visit their memorials. 

For the last eight years Tim has served as 
the Space Coast Honor Flight Operations Di-
rector responsible for the planning, coordina-
tion, and execution of the trips to Washington, 
D.C. Suzanne served as Secretary/Treasurer, 
Guardian Coordinator, Mail Call Coordinator, 
and currently as Programs Director respon-
sible for planning and coordinating all events 
in Melbourne, Florida. 

One of the greatest privileges Katie and I 
have is greeting our veterans as they depart 
on their honor flight to our nation’s capital to 
visit their memorials, or greeting them in 
Washington, D.C., as they arrive on the Na-
tional Mall. Their courage, and that of veterans 
since, has helped change the course of history 
and has protected America and the freedoms 
we hold dear. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in salut-
ing the passion, dedication, and commitment 
of Tim and Suzanne Olson. Their service hon-
ors our veterans and has been vital to the 
success of the Space Coast Honor Flight mis-
sion. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
DIANA MUCCIO 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the retirement of Mrs. Diana Muccio 
as a teacher at John F. Kennedy Catholic 
School Lower Campus in Warren, Ohio. 

Mrs. Muccio was born and raised in Warren, 
Ohio. She attended St. Mary School, grades 
K–8, later graduating from John F. Kennedy. 
She continued her education at Youngstown 
State University, earning a Bachelor’s of 
Science in Elementary Education and Master’s 
of Science in Early Childhood Education. Addi-
tionally, she completed post graduate work at 
Walsh University. Mrs. Muccio has been an 
educator for 43 years, devoting her career to 
advancing Catholic education. She has taught 
at many Catholic schools including Mount Car-
mel, St. James, St. Plus, and John F. Ken-
nedy Catholic School Lower Campus. Her 
dedication to teaching has not gone unnoticed. 
She was awarded the Golden Apple Award 
which is given to exceptional Diocesan admin-
istrators and educators, a two-time recipient of 
the Tribune A+ Award, and the WFMJ Dunkin 
Donut Class Act Award. 

Mrs. Muccio has left a lasting impression on 
my life. I will forever remember how Mrs. 
Muccio made learning fun. One of my favorite 
memories was when the weather broke in the 
spring, she would take us outside to sing and 
drink lemonade. She had a way of making 
every student feel special. She has lived a life 
of service to her family, her students and her 
church. 

Congratulations on your retirement Mrs. 
Muccio. May God Bless you and your family 
for many years to come. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2018 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY AND OUR 
COMMUNITY SALUTES OF FAIR-
FAX, VIRGINIA FOR HOSTING 
THE INAUGURAL HIGH SCHOOL 
ENLISTEE RECOGNITION CERE-
MONY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 7 Fairfax, Virginia area high 
school seniors who plan to enlist in the United 
States Army after graduation. These students 
have excelled in their academic and extra-
curricular activities, and I offer my sincere con-
gratulations upon their high school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Army: 

Jacob Ziemann; Kage Smith; Brian 
Letchworth; Nathaniel Brown; Izik Austin; 
Jamalia Richards; Eric Kim. 

These students will be honored by the Fair-
fax Chapter of Our Community Salutes at their 
Inaugural Military Enlistee Recognition Cere-
mony on Tuesday, May 22, 2018 at the Trump 
National Golf Club in Sterling, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, I was unex-
pectedly detained from votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 207; YEA on Roll Call No. 208; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 209. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARCY SYMS 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the extraor-
dinary contributions of Marcy Syms, a strong 
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businesswoman, a philanthropist and an activ-
ist who has worked tirelessly to open doors for 
women. Ms. Syms is receiving the Carolyn 
Maloney Leadership Award tonight from our 
great Assemblywoman Rebecca Seawright. 
Not only is Ms. Syms a corporate leader, but 
she has generously given of her time, experi-
ence and resources to leveling the playing 
field and helping other women find success. 

President and founder of the Sy Syms 
Foundation and former CEO of the Syms Cor-
poration, Ms. Syms has played key roles in 
both private and non-profit companies. She 
was one of the youngest women ever named 
President of a publicly-traded New York Stock 
Exchange company. 

At a time when many entrepreneurs were 
grooming their sons for leadership but over-
looking their daughters, Ms. Syms was fortu-
nate enough to have a father who gave her 
opportunities and encouraged her to learn the 
business. Ms. Syms started working at 
Strauss Communications WMCA and Channel 
13 before joining Syms Corporation. She 
joined Syms Corporation in 1978 when the 
company expanded into women’s clothing. At 
first, she was invited to be the voice of the 
company in a radio commercial, but then used 
her marketing skills to create a media plan for 
the company. She realized quickly that she 
loved the business and that she wanted to 
spend her career working for the company her 
father had created. Benefitting from the trust 
and support of her father, she took increas-
ingly prominent roles in the company and 
eventually became its CEO. 

Ms. Syms also has served as the Chair of 
the Small Business and Agricultural Advisory 
Council of the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York. Ms. Syms has served as a director of 
Rite Aid Corporation. 

Throughout her career, Ms. Syms has been 
dedicated to helping open doors for other 
women. She has been a leader in speaking 
out for women’s rights and encouraging the 
passage of an equal rights amendment to the 
US constitution, a cause that is very dear to 
my own heart. 

Ms. Syms has been a member of New York 
Women’s Foundation, whose grants to under-
served women and girls are helping to ad-
dress longstanding inequities. She has been a 
generous supporter of Ms. Foundation and 
was an early chair of its Take Our Daughters 
to Work Day. She has supported the Women’s 
Campaign Fund and the NOW Legal Defense 
and Education Fund (now known as Legal Mo-
mentum). She was a founding member of the 
Womensphere Global Network, an organiza-
tion dedicated to closing gender gaps, and in 
empowering women and girls to create the fu-
ture through leadership, innovation, sustain-
ability, entrepreneurship, education. She is a 
member of C200, a networking organization 
for women in business that encourages mem-
bers to support one another’s professional and 
personal growth while inspiring and advancing 
future women business leaders. She has been 
a board member of both Veteran Feminists of 
America and the ERA Coalition. In all of these 
activities, Ms. Syms has played a critical role 
in helping women network and breech barriers 
that stood in the way of their success. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the extraordinary achievements 
of Marcy Syms, a dynamic and hardworking 
leader who has made a difference throughout 
her career. 

THE USO SUPPORTS OUR TROOPS 
AND VETERANS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, as American soldiers risk their lives in the 
Global War on Terrorism to protect American 
families, the United Service Organization 
(USO) is more important than ever. I am 
grateful to participate in the USO Care Pack-
age Day on the Hill today led by CEO and 
President J.D. Crouch, II, along with Senior 
Vice President Virginia H. Johnson. 

The USO has always been at the forefront 
of entertaining and caring for our brave troops 
and their families. As a 31-year veteran of the 
Army Reserve and National Guard as well as 
a father of four sons who have served in the 
Armed Forces overseas, as well as a member 
of the Congressional USO Caucus, I am espe-
cially grateful for the USO. 

Today, with the help of 30,000 volunteers, 
the USO provides approximately 1.5 million 
hours of community service each year. 

I am especially grateful for USO South 
Carolina, led ably by Director Joanie Thresher. 
There are USO locations in the Second Con-
gressional District at the Columbia Metropoli-
tan Airport and Fort Jackson with extraor-
dinary welcoming volunteers. I also thank 
longtime friend Jed Becker as President of the 
USO National Board of Governors. 

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops and 
we will never forget September 11th in the 
Global War on Terrorism. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
PASTOR I.J. JOHNSON 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the life of Pastor Isiah J. Johnson; 
senior pastor and founder of St. Mark Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, who, through his min-
istry, brought hundreds to Christ, was one of 
the longest tenured Pastors in the United 
States, and served as a valued member of the 
Toledo community. 

Pastor Johnson was born to Mary and Levi 
Johnson in Troy, Alabama. He was one of 
eleven siblings. He was a graduate of Acad-
emy High School in Troy and Easonian Baptist 
Seminary in Birmingham. 

His call to ministry came to him from youth 
experiences at church where his father was a 
deacon and he looked forward to Sunday 
services, especially listening to the preacher at 
his family’s church. His family tells us that at 
the age of only 12, he felt the spirit had called 
him while playing church with some friends. 
After that moment, he would preach ‘‘to the 
corn stalks and any siblings who listened to 
him.’’ 

After being ordained at the age of 19, he 
served as a pastor of four churches in Ala-
bama before settling in Toledo and founding 
St. Mark’s in 1955. Pastor Johnson met the 
love of his life, Betty Rae Johnson in Toledo 
and they were married on August 26, 1958. 

Pastor Johnson served the Toledo commu-
nity for many years on various committees 
and boards. He is the past Chairman of the 
Civic Committee (Pastor’s Conference—To-
ledo), President of the Baptist Ministerial Alli-
ance, TARTA Board member, founder of the 
Fairside Community Center, Mental Health 
Board of Toledo member, and a member of 
the Evangelist Board of the National Baptist 
Convention. 

Pastor Johnson was recognized by Mayor 
Ford of Tuskegee, Alabama on July 20, 1994, 
who sponsored a resolution that instituted July 
20th as Rev. I.J. Johnson Day in Tuskegee. 
He was further recognized by the Mayor and 
City Council of Toledo on June 3, 2008 where 
Detroit Avenue from Fernwood Avenue to Dorr 
Street was dedicated as Rev. I.J. Johnson 
Way. 

He is survived by his wife of 48 years; 
daughters Annie Wright, Denisee Gaston and 
Angela Taylor; sons, Jim, Eric, Izear, the Rev. 
Michael, and the Rev. Curley Johnson; broth-
er, Alonzo Johnson; 28 grandchildren and 39 
great-grandchildren. He was preceded in 
death by daughters Mary Stokes and Darlene 
Baker. 

Pastor Johnson will be remembered admi-
rably by the many people he ministered to, his 
fellow church and community members, and 
his family and friends. We offer them our pray-
ers and hope that they find comfort in the 
wonderful memories of what Pastor Johnson 
had meant to each of the people who shared 
in his life. Mentor and friend to many, his char-
ismatic leadership will be cherished. 

f 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2018 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AND 
OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES OF 
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA FOR 
HOSTING THE INAUGURAL HIGH 
SCHOOL ENLISTEE RECOGNITION 
CEREMONY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 4 Fairfax, Virginia area high 
school seniors who plan to enlist in the United 
States Air Force after graduation. These stu-
dents have excelled in their academic and ex-
tracurricular activities, and I offer my sincere 
congratulations upon their high school gradua-
tion. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Air Force: 

Moon Kyung Cho; Jannela Lopez De 
Guzman; Gabriel Nicole White; Reynaldo 
Campos. 

These students will be honored by the Fair-
fax Chapter of Our Community Salutes at their 
Inaugural Military Enlistee Recognition Cere-
mony on Tuesday, May 22, 2018 at the Trump 
National Golf Club in Sterling, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MARIE 

TORNIALI 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, in honor of Women’s History 
Month, I am pleased to honor Marie Torniali, 
Chairperson of Queens Community Board 1 
and a longtime activist in the Astoria/Long Is-
land City community. I am delighted to recog-
nize her remarkable contributions at a slightly 
belated event along with Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas. Marie has spent her life 
working to make our community a better place 
to live and work. 

Marie moved to Astoria in 1979, and fell in 
love with the neighborhood, a beautiful, wel-
coming, diverse community with wonderful 
parks, great organizations and world class res-
taurants. In 1986, Marie had a life-changing 
interview with Julie Wager, who was then 
head of the Central Astoria Local Develop-
ment Corporation. She was interviewed for 
what was supposed to be a part time, tem-
porary position. Thirty years later, she runs the 
place. Marie was fortunate to be mentored by 
Mr. Wager, who was a remarkable advocate 
for the community. He taught her that all 
things are possible with a little persistence and 
a lot of nudging. 

Early in her time at Central Astoria, Marie 
was part of the team that fought to create a 
business improvement district on Steinway 
Street, Astoria’s central business strip. When 
the Steinway Street BID came into being in 
1991, Marie became its Manager. 

In 2003, Marie was appointed the Executive 
Director of Central Astoria and the Steinway 
Astoria Partnership. In these positions, Marie 
has shown herself to be an outstanding orga-
nizer who has succeeded in providing more 
cultural programming and community develop-
ment and who has fought to preserve afford-
able housing. She has also worked to expand 
the Independence Day celebration which has 
become a premier event in Queens under her 
leadership. She has worked to produce Mov-
ies on the Waterfront to complement the Wa-
terfront Concert Series, the Dine Astoria 
Placemaking Initiative, Astoria’s Holiday Tree 
Lighting, the Celebrate Astoria Cultural Fest 
and the Annual Spring Fling. Marie spear-
headed the effort to restore the Steinway 
Landmarked Clock. She has created graffiti re-
moval programs in Astoria’s business districts 
and the Steinway Street Streetscape program. 
In addition, in order to assist seniors, she cre-
ated the Senior One Stop Shop assistance 
program. 

In 2010, Marie joined Queens Community 
Board 1 and was elected its Chairperson in 
2017. Through the community board, Marie 
has had an impact on issues related to land 
use, street fairs, liquor licenses, landmark 
preservation and a host of other issues. 

Marie is passionate about Astoria’s unique-
ness: its kaleidoscope of people; its small 
businesses and restaurants; its beautiful 
parks; its history and culture. Marie believes 
that her work to help Astoria thrive is made 
easier by the team spirit of her neighbors. 
Their civic-mindedness encourages residents, 
business leaders, civic organizations and 
elected officials to work together—and Marie 

is convinced they have succeeded in making 
Astoria into the best neighborhood in New 
York City. I admire Marie’s dedication, her 
passion, her delight in all the things that make 
Astoria a great place to live and work. She is 
one of the great sources of strength of the 
Astoria community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the achievements of Marie 
Torniali, whose hard work, enthusiasm and 
true love for Astoria have helped this neigh-
borhood flourish. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, due to travel com-
plications, I was absent for the votes that oc-
curred on May 21, 2018. Had I been present, 
I would have voted Yea on Roll Call No. 207; 
Yea on Roll Call No. 208; and Yea on Roll 
Call No. 209. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF MRS. SNEHA 
MINISANDRAM PHAM TO THE 
UNITED STATES CONGRESS AND 
CALIFORNIA’S 11TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an exceptional woman who spent 
almost two years in our office contributing 
greatly to our efforts on behalf of California’s 
Eleventh Congressional District, Sneha 
Minisandram Pham. 

Sneha regularly welcomed visitors to our 
Washington, D.C. office and was a model ex-
ample of providing excellent customer service. 
Through her work, she assisted thousands of 
constituents with tour and flag requests, 
helped streamline and manage the high vol-
ume of mail we receive, and was integral in 
helping to ensure that our office put constitu-
ents first. 

Sneha’s work is one of the reasons that our 
office was selected as a finalist for the Con-
gressional Management Foundation’s Democ-
racy Award in Constituent Service, which I am 
very proud of. 

She is a smart, resourceful, and charismatic 
person who brings a positive attitude and de-
meanor to all who have the pleasure of inter-
acting with her. 

Sneha’s departure from our office is bitter-
sweet as she and her husband continue their 
journey together in Boston. I offer her my sin-
cere gratitude for a job well done and wish her 
the best of luck in her future endeavors. She 
will be greatly missed. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
May 21, 2018, I was unable to vote due to a 
delayed flight. Had I been present, I would 
have voted as follows: 

On roll call no. 207, YEA; on roll call no. 
208, YEA; and on roll call no. 209, YEA. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SISTER TESA 
FITZGERALD 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the extraor-
dinary achievements of Sister Tesa Fitzgerald, 
the powerhouse behind Hour Children, an ex-
ceptional organization that helps incarcerated 
women and their children in New York State. 
I am delighted to recognize her remarkable 
contributions at a slightly belated event along 
with Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas. Sister 
Tesa is one of New York’s most inspiring, 
dedicated and compassionate leaders. 

After joining the Sisters of St. Joseph, Sister 
Tesa taught in a number of local Catholic ele-
mentary schools before becoming the principal 
of Saint Vincent DePaul School in Brooklyn. 
She was then appointed Curriculum Coordi-
nator for the Diocese of Brooklyn. 

In 1986, at the request of Sister Elaine 
Roulet, Sister Tesa opened the doors of St. 
Rita’s Convent in Long Island City to children 
whose mothers were incarcerated at Bedford 
Hills Correctional Facility. The convent was re-
named ‘‘My Mother’s House’’ and Sister Tesa 
and four other Sisters of St. Joseph in resi-
dence welcomed 8 children whose mothers 
were in jail. The children attended school, took 
dancing lessons, played on sports teams and, 
in the evening, had the sisters to help them 
with their homework. Each week, Sister Tesa 
would bring the children to the prison to visit 
with their mothers. There, she learned of the 
struggles of incarcerated women. She started 
volunteering to help the women—tutoring 
them, helping them prepare for release, help-
ing them find their children and assisting in 
family reunification. These efforts grew into 
Hour Children, a Long Island City-based 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation. 

Today, Hour Children provides. transitional 
and permanent supportive housing to approxi-
mately 70 families at seven sites located 
throughout Queens. In addition, Hour Children 
offers a job training/reentry program; case 
management; therapeutic counseling; men-
toring programs for children and adults; a fully- 
licensed day care center; an after-school pro-
gram; and a community food pantry. 

Hour Children also works inside Riker’s Is-
land, Bedford Hills and Taconic Correctional 
Facilities to provide parenting classes, pre-re-
lease preparation, advocacy services, trans-
portation and family visitation programs. At 
Bedford Hills Correctional Facility, Hour Chil-
dren administers New York State’s only nurs-
ery for infants born to incarcerated women, 
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where mothers and infants can be together for 
the first year of life. 

Sister Tesa believes that her programs work 
because of two core philosophies: ‘‘Change 
takes time’’ and ‘‘Love makes the difference.’’ 
Her work on behalf of vulnerable women and 
children has been widely recognized. In 2015, 
Pope Francis bestowed on her the Pro 
Ecclesiae et Pontifice medal in recognition of 
her years of service to the church in the 
Brooklyn Diocese. In 2014 the Opus Founda-
tion awarded her $1 million in recognition of 
her faith-based humanitarian efforts. She was 
named a White House Champion of Change 
in 2013 and a CNN Hero in 2012. In 2004, 
she was named one of the 100 Outstanding 
Women of New York by the Daily News and 
in 1997, Irish America Magazine named her 
one of the Top 100 Irish Americans. Her work 
on behalf of the most vulnerable should put 
her on the top of anyone’s list. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the outstanding accomplish-
ments of Sister Tesa Fitzgerald whose vision, 
empathy and caring have improved the lives 
of some of our nation’s most vulnerable 
women and children. 

COMMENDING LOCAL 2018 HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR 
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY AND OUR 
COMMUNITY SALUTES OF FAIR-
FAX, VIRGINIA FOR HOSTING 
THE INAUGURAL HIGH SCHOOL 
ENLISTEE RECOGNITION CERE-
MONY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 35 Fairfax, Virginia area high 
school seniors who plan to enlist in the United 
States Navy after graduation. These students 
have excelled in their academic and extra-
curricular activities, and I offer my sincere con-
gratulations upon their high school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the United States 
Navy: 

Alexandra Villagomez; Rosanna Curiel; Cas-
sidy Blefko; Carlos Castillo; William 
Labrecque; Ricardo Melendez; Elliot Gamby; 
Ryan Garnier; Hannah Hong; Cameron 
Woods; Myiam Anderson; Hyunsoo Hung; 
Omar Hedgespeth; Daniel Delabarra; Millad 
Zahedi; Carl Christensen; Edward Beaudoin; 
Tyger Leiva; Gad Baron; Jack Havens; Bryan 
Dann; Kevin Anderson; Michael Barnhouse; 
Marshall Wacker; Kenneth Abankwa; Yawo 
Afodagni; Marvin Castelo; Mukunda Adhikari; 
Dane Dailey; Dylan Griffin; Justice McManis; 
David Koroma; Karl Yao; Ryan Dixon; William 
Sherard. 

These students will be honored by the Fair-
fax Chapter of Our Community Salutes at their 
Inaugural Military Enlistee Recognition Cere-
mony on Tuesday, May 22, 2018 in Sterling, 
VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 
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