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HONORING KENDALL EVELYN 
MARCHANT’S EIGHTH GRADE 
GRADUATION AT THE HOCKADAY 
SCHOOL IN DALLAS, TEXAS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor my granddaughter, Kendall Evelyn 
Marchant, on her eighth grade graduation 
today at The Hockaday School in Dallas, 
Texas. For over a hundred years, The 
Hockaday School has been a world-renowned 
institution and is located in my congressional 
district. The school educates over 1,000 stu-
dents from pre-K to 12th grade, with students 
coming from not only North Texas, but across 
the country and around the globe. 

An important milestone in a student’s aca-
demic journey at the school is the eighth 
grade graduation. This is particularly true for 
Kendall; she has accomplished much in her 
academic studies, most recently winning the 
eighth grade history award. Kendall has made 
her parents, Matthew and Lindsay Marchant, 
very delighted in her successes. Kendall has 
two sets of proud grandparents, Kenny and 
Donna Marchant of Coppell, Texas and Rod 
and Sherry Hill of Frisco, Texas. 

Students celebrate the conclusion of their 
Middle School academic studies by arriving in 
traditional white dresses and listening to con-
gratulatory remarks from the administration, 
faculty, and a chosen student speaker. This 
terrific event marks the celebration of the 
eighth grade class and prepares them to as-
sume added responsibilities as Upper School 
students in the fall. It is also one last hurdle 
to clear before the start of a well-earned sum-
mer vacation. 

Kendall has excelled both inside and out-
side of the classroom at Hockaday. She em-
bodies the four cornerstones of the school: 
character, courtesy, scholarship, and athletics. 
In addition to her academic studies, she ex-
cels in drama, most recently being in the 
school play Annie, and she shines on the bas-
ketball court and softball field for her athletic 
teams. 

I ask all of my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Kendall Marchant, and all the members 
and families of The Hockaday School Class of 
2022, today on their eighth grade class grad-
uation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on May 15, 
2018, I was absent from the House and 
missed Roll Call votes 181, 182, and 183. 

Had I been present for Roll Call 181, on 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 

613; the Lieutenant Osvaldo Albarati Correc-
tional Officer Self-Protection Act, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

Had I been present for Roll Call 182, on 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
4854, to amend the DNA Analysis Backlog 
Elimination Act of 2000 to provide additional 
resources to State and local prosecutors, and 
for other purposes, I would have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

Had I been present for Roll Call 183, on 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H. 
Res. 285, expressing the sense of the United 
States House of Representatives that Con-
gress and the President should empower the 
creation of police and community alliances de-
signed to enhance and improve communica-
tion and collaboration between members of 
the law enforcement community and the public 
they serve, I would have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE OPENING OF 
THE GREAT RIVER ROAD INTER-
PRETIVE CENTER AT THE 
GENOA NATIONAL FISH HATCH-
ERY 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today to commemorate the opening of the 
Great River Road Interpretive Center at the 
Genoa National Fish Hatchery. This Interpre-
tive Center is along the Great River Road in 
Wisconsin and is one of our nation’s most his-
toric and extensive scenic byways. It is also 
part of the National Scenic Byways Program. 

Today the Great River Road offers travelers 
not just a leisurely scenic drive but a unique 
and lasting journey through diverse commu-
nities and landscapes. At the Great River 
Road Interpretative Center in Genoa, visitors 
will have a chance to see Mississippi River 
fish species, birds native to the region and a 
history of the area’s pearl button industry. 

From its shores in Genoa, the new Interpre-
tive Center provides a panoramic view of the 
majesty and magnitude of the Mississippi 
River. Standing outside its entrance doors, 
one recognizes the River’s size, scale, and 
multiple uses. From outdoor recreation to 
commercial navigation, to serving as a primary 
corridor for North American waterfowl, the Mis-
sissippi River plays an essential role in the 
lives of the people of this region and nation. 
However, in addition to its recreational, navi-
gation and wildlife use, the area and its land-
scape also tell an important part of our na-
tion’s history. It was here, near the new Inter-
pretive Center that a significant battle ofthe 
Black Hawk War was fought. The new center 
features a description of this event with an ex-
hibit dedicated to the Battle at Bad Axe. As a 
result, residents and tourist alike will better un-
derstand the story and history of the area and 
the role that the Mississippi River played in 
the region’s development. 

The Great River Road Interpretive Center is 
dedicated to protecting and honoring the Mis-
sissippi River as both a precious natural re-
source and an economic engine. Residents 
and visitors alike will benefit from the wealth of 
historical, cultural and ecological information 
that will be featured in this new facility here in 
Genoa. 

The Great River Road Interpretive Center 
will serve as a gateway to the rich heritage of 
the Mississippi River for future generations. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
JONAH MARI GUMATAOTAO ON 
BEING CHOSEN AS THE 2018 
GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDU-
CATION TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Mrs. Jonah Mari 
Gumataotao on being selected as the 2018 
Guam Department of Education Teacher of 
the Year. Mrs. Gumataotao is currently a sev-
enth grade Social Studies teacher and the 
chief advisor of the National Junior Honor So-
ciety at Augeda Johnson Middle School in 
Ordot, Guam. 

Jonah has been a middle school teacher 
and serving with the Guam Department of 
Education for eight years. Jonah was chosen 
through a highly selective process to recog-
nize one of the thousands of public school 
educators for demonstrating excellence in 
teaching. She was chosen from over 80 nomi-
nees and over 20 applicants by a panel of four 
judges. 

Jonah is passionate about reaching all 
learners—English language learners, students 
in the Special Education program, and trying 
to meet diverse needs and learning styles of 
her students. She is also interested in discov-
ering new ways to connect the classroom with 
the local community and instill in her students 
and NJHS members the importance of serving 
the island. 

Jonah recently led the beautification of two 
vandalized bus stops in Chalan Pago, and 
was able to coordinate the help of students, 
parents, community partners, school staff and 
the village mayor. The end result was two 
stunning works of art that helped promote both 
team work and school spirit. 

As a Social Studies, teacher her goals are 
to encourage students to keep an open mind 
about different cultures and be inspired to 
someday travel the world. 

Jonah recognizes that all students get a 
chance and they have to take it. She acknowl-
edges the power of teachers to influence 
young minds, help shape personalities and 
contribute directly to future generations. She 
stresses to her students that success comes 
from making mistakes and learning from them, 
sticking by a commitment, and pursuing goals 
without hesitation. 
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Jonah has worked diligently to promote ex-

cellence in academics and character in her 
students and she has made a positive influ-
ence in the lives of all the students she has 
taught. I join the people of Guam in congratu-
lating Jonah on this prestigious accomplish-
ment being named the 2018 Guam Depart-
ment of Education Teacher of the Year. I com-
mend Jonah for her years of service and look 
forward to many more contributions to our is-
land and nation. 

f 

STROKE AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Stroke Awareness Month cele-
brated in May of each year. 

Mr. Speaker, every 40 seconds someone in 
the U.S. has a stroke. 

In fact, stroke is the third leading cause of 
death in the United States, killing nearly 
430,000 Americans every year. 

Yet, by making simple lifestyle changes, ac-
cording to the National Stroke Association 80 
percent of all strokes are preventable. 

Unfortunately, many wait until it is too late: 
I know, because I had a stroke when I was 

49 years old. 
Since that fateful day and a year of rehabili-

tation, I have worked hard to increase aware-
ness alongside the American Heart Associa-
tion, National Stroke Association, Women’s 
Heart Alliance and many others. 

However, we can and must do more. 
That is why, as Co-Chair of the Congres-

sional Heart and Stroke Coalition, I urge my 
colleagues to join me in raising greater aware-
ness of stroke by cosponsoring my resolution, 
H. Res. 337. 

Together we can combat this devastating ill-
ness and help find long-term solutions to bet-
ter prevent, treat, and improve the lives of 
Americans and their families affected by 
stroke. 

I thank my colleagues for passing the FAST 
Act in the Omnibus, because it expands ac-
cess to telehealth-eligible stroke services 
under the Medicare program. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5515) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2019 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
support of my amendment to the National De-
fense Authorization Act for FY2019, which 
would require the Administrator for Federal 
Procurement Policy to define and track Pro-
curement Administrative Lead Time (PALT). 

PALT is the amount of time between when 
a solicitation or task order is issued and when 
a contract or task order is awarded. 

A similar requirement for the Department of 
Defense was enacted as part of the FY2018 
National Defense Authorization Act. 

I commend the Department for acting quick-
ly to establish a definition of PALT and a way 
to track it in the Federal Procurement Data 
System with minimal additional effort from 
contract officers. 

This requirement should be expanded gov-
ernment-wide with relative ease. 

Such tracking will help federal agencies en-
sure they are soliciting and acquiring goods 
and services in an efficient manner and help 
Congressional overseers identify agencies that 
are underperforming in this area. 

I thank Chairman THORNBERRY and Ranking 
Member SMITH for working with me on this 
amendment. 

f 

SHARING STUDENTS’ ‘MARCH FOR 
OUR LIVES’ REMARKS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, I came 
to the Floor and spoke about the March For 
Our Lives on March 24 and the nine extraor-
dinarily poised students in Morristown, New 
Jersey, who spoke at the rally there, which I 
attended. I include in the RECORD remarks by 
Danilo Lopez. I hope my colleagues will read 
them and internalize the sense of fear in 
which our nation’s students are living every 
day—and our responsibility as Members of 
Congress to do something to address this cri-
sis of gun violence. 
MARCH FOR OUR LIVES’ REMARKS BY DANILO 

LOPEZ 
Hello, my name is Danilo Lopez, and I am 

a junior at Dover High School. I would now 
like to read a list of those who lost their 
lives in the terrible shooting in Parkland, 
Florida, February 14, 2018: Alyssa Alhadeff; 
Scott Beigel; Martin Duque Anguiano; Nich-
olas Dworet; Aaron Feis; Jaime Guttenberg; 
Chris Hixon; Luke Hoyer; Cara Loughran; 
Gina Montalto; Joaquin Oliver; Alaina 
Petty; Meadow Pollack; Helena Ramsay; 
Alex Schachter; Carmen Schentrup; and 
Peter Wang. 

Let us hope and pray that they are in a 
better place, and we will always remember. 
To honor the victims, I would now like us to 
all have a moment of silence. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I had an un-
avoidable family commitment and so I missed 
Roll Call vote number 207 regarding the 
‘‘Servicemembers Improved Transition through 
Reforms for Ensuring Progress Act (H.R. 
4830).’’ Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I missed Roll Call vote number 
208 regarding the ‘‘Homeless Veterans’ Re-
integration Programs Reauthorization Act of 

2018 (H.R. 4451).’’ Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I missed Roll Call vote number 
209 regarding the ‘‘Veterans Opioid Abuse 
Prevention Act (H.R. 3832).’’ Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF SIS-
TER M. MAURICE WODARSKI, 
OSF 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, on this Memo-
rial Day weekend, I rise to remember the life 
of Sister M. Maurice Wodarski, a dedicated 
servant of the Franciscan Order of Sylvania, 
Ohio. Of proud Polish/American heritage, she 
left us for God’s grace this past January. 
Throughout her blessed life, she tended souls 
so faithfully, generously, and jovially. The 
sparkle in her eyes revealed a loving heart. 
And her crisply ironed beige habit with veil 
alerted you: this was a woman of serious pur-
pose. Sr. Maurice was on a mission and she 
had no time to waste. 

Having entered the convent from Nativity 
Parish in Toledo, OH in 1951, Sister Maurice 
lived her vows of poverty, chastity and obedi-
ence as a dedicated woman of faith and serv-
ice who ministered for over six decades inde-
fatigably to the young, young at heart, the 
home bound, those in nursing homes, and vet-
erans. For 35 years she taught the young 
minds of students in Ohio, Michigan, Min-
nesota, and Maryland. She took great pride in 
teaching math, even helping other teachers 
decorate their bulletin boards, and instructing 
altar boys on Mass. 

Sister Maurice had a gift for helping the el-
derly. After teaching, she began working on 
the ministry of care for Rosary Hall at St. Vin-
cent Medical Center in Cleveland, OH for the 
elder Sisters, and then later at the new Fran-
ciscan Nursing Care Center in Sylvania, Ohio. 
She had trained as a home health aide, and 
went on to care for the elderly individually in 
their homes for over two decades. She 
brought joy and compassion. And she worked 
very hard. 

A fierce and devoted advocate for veterans, 
Sister Maurice sought to honor her Korean 
War Veteran brothers who served in the Ma-
rines through her own service. She volun-
teered at the Toledo Community Veterans 
Outpatient Clinic, served as Chaplain for the 
Przybylski Post 642, and was a State Officer 
of the Ohio Chaplains. She received acco-
lades for her veterans’ work and was awarded 
the Volunteer of the Month in the VA’s 2014 
newsletter and the St. Agnes Medal from the 
National Catholic War Veterans Auxiliary. The 
St. Agnes Medal is the highest national honor 
a CWVA member can attain. 

On June 1, 2018, I will attend a tree plant-
ing in honor of our late Sister at the Veterans 
Clinic in Toledo. I could not think of a more 
appropriate setting, as her memory will live on 
inspiring and comforting the veterans she 
cared for and appreciated. Please allow me to 
share a favorite memory recalling the sunny 
day when ground was first broken to build the 
new clinic. Photos were being arranged for 
those present and we soon realized Sister 
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Maurice was not to be found. Hurriedly, I 
rushed behind the stage and scaffolding to 
see if we could locate her and sure enough, 
I spotted Sister Maurice on her knees planting 
holy medals in the soil around the perimeter of 
what was to be the future new Veterans Clinic. 
That describes Sister Maurice. In her own 
words, ‘‘I’ve always had a big heart for the 
veterans, watching them come home crippled 
and with health problems. I am happy that we 
are able to help them at the VA Clinic.’’ I hope 
the tree will also serve as a reminder of the 
sacrifices our veterans give that fosters the al-
truistic support of such remarkable individuals 
as Sister Maurice. 

Sister Maurice’s work and spirit will live on 
through her chosen Order-the Sisters of Saint 
Francis of Sylvania whom she loved. She will 
be fondly remembered and dearly missed for 
her dedication to God, service, and fellow men 
and women. Our country surely owes her a 
debt of gratitude. 

The hallmark of a public servant is to leave 
the world a better place for humanity after you 
leave it Sister Maurice Wodarski fulfilled her 
mission. May God bless her and keep her in 
celestial comfort and joy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARION COLEMAN 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Marion Coleman in 
honor of her being named a National Endow-
ment for the Arts National Heritage Fellow for 
her work as a traditional African-American 
quilter. 

Marion first learned to sew from her grand-
mother and her great aunts in her home state 
of Texas. The love of quilting she garnered 
from her family inspired her to pass the quilt-
ing tradition down to the next generation 
through teaching. She began making quilts 
professionally in 2002 with her piece York in 
the Corp of Discovery, a quilt about the only 
African-American in the Lewis and Clark expe-
dition. She went on to receive awards for her 
pieces, Neighborhood Watch and Ruby 
Bridges. These pieces all evoked narratives of 
the African-American experience. 

Her professional career has taken her 
throughout the United States and around the 
world. In 2012, she was a guest artist at Quilt 
Week in Yokohama, Japan, and in 2013, her 
work was exhibited in the U.S. Consulate in 
Jerusalem through the Art in Embassies Pro-
gram. In 2016, her work was added to the 
Nelson Mandela Gateway Museum in Cape 
Town, South Africa. 

While Coleman’s narrative quilt work has re-
ceived national and international acclaim, she 
has been committed to helping her local com-
munity. Marion regularly spends time volun-
teering with local female detainees, and in 
2008 she started the Minerva Project with the 
Alameda County Arts Commission. Through 
this project, Coleman taught female youth de-
tainees how to quilt, and she led them in a 
creative exercise that emphasized the qualities 
of courage, strength and wisdom. 

The National Endowment for the Arts Na-
tional Heritage Fellowship is the nation’s high-
est honor in the folk and traditional arts, it is 

only fitting, then, that Marion Coleman is one 
of nine fellows selected this year, joining the 
ranks of former honorees such as B.B. King 
and Mavis Staples. 

Marion Coleman has made an indelible 
mark on the quilting and fiber folk arts commu-
nity. Her extensive body of work, and her 
commitment to education throughout the com-
munity is well deserving of the National Herit-
age Fellowship Award. I am honored to rep-
resent Marion Coleman, and I am grateful for 
her numerous contributions to the East Bay. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5515) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2019 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Chair, I rise in support of 
H.R. 5515, the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2019. This bipartisan bill 
gives our troops a well-deserved pay raise 
and makes important investments in our na-
tional defense that will keep our country safe 
and strong. 

I thank Chairman THORNBERRY and Ranking 
Member SMITH for their leadership on this im-
portant legislation, and for their support in in-
cluding all four of my amendments, as part of 
the en bloc amendments, in this bipartisan bill. 

Terrorists like Islamic State present a clear 
threat to our country and to our allies. As ISIS 
loses territory in Iraq and Syria, its strategies 
to obtain funding and spread violence evolve. 
My first amendment ensures we develop strat-
egies to counter ISIS financing as the terrorist 
group, its affiliates, and their sources of rev-
enue change. It requires the Secretaries of 
Defense, State, and Treasury to provide a 
joint report to Congress on the current and fu-
ture funding mechanisms of the Islamic State 
and its affiliates, and what the U.S. is doing to 
stop them. I thank Congressman FITZPATRICK 
of Pennsylvania and Congressman BUDD of 
North Carolina for working across the aisle 
with me on this commonsense solution. The 
safety and security of Arizona families con-
tinues to be my top priority. 

My second amendment is the latest in a se-
ries of actions I’ve taken to ensure Arizona 
has the resources it needs for wildfire season. 
My amendment formally acknowledges the 
dangers that wildfires pose to our security and 
requires the Department of Defense to con-
sider how their assets—including air support— 
could complement the efforts of federal fire-
fighting agencies in tackling the toughest, 
most dangerous fires. Arizonans know that 
when a wildfire is out of control, it’s all hands 
on deck. My amendment directs government 
to do the same. 

We owe a great debt to the men and 
woman who serve in our military, and it is crit-
ical that we support their transitions from mili-
tary to civilian life. My third amendment helps 

servicemembers transition successfully to civil-
ian life by ensuring they receive quality finan-
cial literacy training prior to separation. When 
servicemembers go through the Transition As-
sistance Program, they learn about their 
earned benefits and ways to obtain jobs, 
healthcare, education, and housing. Financial 
literacy training will enable servicemembers to 
better utilize these benefits and the edu-
cational and career training available to them 
now and into the future. I thank Congressman 
HOLLINGSWORTH of Indiana for working with 
me to ensure our troops are prepared to suc-
ceed in civilian life and achieve the American 
Dream. 

My fourth amendment helps address a tech-
nological vulnerability for both the public and 
private sectors. Government-owned mobile de-
vices, including those owned by the Depart-
ment of Defense, are targets for data 
breaches and hacking. It is important that we 
develop technologies that secure these types 
of devices and protect our information. My 
amendment requires the Department of De-
fense to brief Congress on certain threats to 
mobile devices and what actions the Depart-
ment will take to prevent mobile device data 
breaches and hacks. I thank my fellow Arizo-
nans, Congressmen BIGGS and GALLEGO for 
working with me to safeguard our national se-
curity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LEVY COUNTY 
SCHOOL EDUCATORS ON THEIR 
RETIREMENT 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Brad and Sue Penney, and congratu-
late them on retiring after 30 years of service 
to the Levy County School system. Brad and 
Sue both began their careers at Cedar Key 
School in 1988, the very school that they are 
retiring from on May 31st. They have led a life 
of service to Levy County and represent the 
best of America. 

Sue spent her career instilling a love of 
books and reading in students in the library 
and media center. She also served as a sub-
stitute teacher, assisting teachers and stu-
dents of all ages. She went above and beyond 
for her students over the years, serving as a 
class and club sponsor, track coach, and 
cheerleading coach. She received ESP of the 
Year for the second time this year. 

Brad began his career as the janitor, moving 
into the roles of physical education teacher, 
and computer lab specialist. He then went 
back to school to earn his teaching degree; 
going on to teach history, social sciences, and 
Spanish. Throughout his time in education, he 
also served as the track and basketball coach, 
as well as Athletic Director and Assistant Prin-
cipal. He was awarded Teacher of the Year, 
as well as Teacher of the District in 2006– 
2007. 

Brad and Sue have 4 daughters, all of 
whom graduated from the same school where 
they teach. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Sue and Brad Penney on their retire-
ment and thanking them for their dedication to 
enriching the lives of students across the Sec-
ond District of Florida. 
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CHINESE INVESTMENT IN EUROPE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, China is a 
rising power with interests that more often 
than not come into conflict with our own. As 
Secretary Mattis identified last year in the Na-
tional Defense Strategy, we are in a new era 
of great power rivalry. 

The People’s Republic of China is one of 
the most capable and competitive global rivals 
we face. China still adheres to an authoritarian 
philosophy with the state at the center of 
power. At the center of the state is President 
Xi Jinping [Shee Jin-Ping], who has made 
himself ruler for life and has made clear he 
wants China to be a dominate world power 
that challenges the United States. 

Under Xi [Shee], China is building up its 
military power to compete with the U.S. Soon 
China will possess a larger naval fleet in Asia 
than we do and has begun establishing mili-
tary bases outside of its own region. These 
new Chinese outposts are positioned at stra-
tegic choke points to control international ship-
ping lanes. 

The PRC does not believe in freedom of the 
seas or fair iternational order, it only believes 
in having an upper hand. Much like the elites 
of the communist party have over their own 
people. 

They are also stealing American innovation 
to surpass our technological edge both mili-
tarily and commercially. It is commonly known, 
that China has zero respect for intellectual 
property rights. 

But Beijing has also recognized that it can 
seize enormous global influence without firing 
a shot. Simply by using its checkbook and of-
fering massive loans, China can manipulate 
weaker states eager for investment to bend to 
Beijing’s will. 

At the center of its strategy to use economic 
power to gain widespread influence is China’s 
One Belt One Road initiative. This plan envi-
sions expanding Chinese exports and trade 
access through major infrastructure projects 
across Asia and into Europe. So far many 
central Asian states and Eastern Europe have 
signed on to participate. In their view, China’s 
investment is an opportunity to stimulate their 
lagging economies. 

But there is a catch. With massive Chinese 
investment, comes Chinese control. According 
to a Bloomberg study, over the past 10 years, 
China has bought or invested in assets 
amounting to at least $318 billion in Europe, 
which amounts to 45 percent more Chinese- 
related activity than the U.S. in the same pe-
riod. This includes buying European ports, 
such as Greece’s largest port, and high tech-
nology and manufacturing firms. 

Meanwhile European companies still cannot 
gain much access to the Chinese market be-
cause of unfair business practices. This gives 
China an economic edge and growing market 
control that is under the thumb of the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

Some of Beijing’s investments are purely 
about making money but others are about 
gaining influence over countries’ political deci-
sions. So far we have seen countries with sig-
nificant Chinese investment are hesitant to 
confront Chinese bad behavior on the inter-

national stage. Including watering-down con-
demnation of China’s aggressive and illegal 
behavior in the South China Sea. 

In developing countries, China has used 
predatory loans to force states to surrender 
sovereignty over critical infrastructure when 
they cannot repay. The same could occur in 
Europe. 

Europe is a free and open market just like 
our own and should remain resistant to imple-
menting protectionist trade policies. But with 
encroaching influence from Beijing, Europe— 
just like here—must be wary of Chinese moti-
vations. 

It is clear, China does not play fairly. It will 
do whatever it takes to gain strategic domi-
nance. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I was absent for 
Roll Call vote 205, on passage of H.R. 2. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘No’’ on 
final passage. 

The partisan farm bill the Republican major-
ity brought to the floor only sought to hurt mil-
lions of working families, children, older adults 
and persons with disabilities by cutting $23 
million in SNAP benefits and undermine pro-
grams that protect the environment and pro-
mote conservation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NANBO INSURANCE 
UNDERWRITERS AS THE 2018 
GUAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
HALL OF FAME BUSINESS LAU-
REATE 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Nanbo Guam 
Ltd. (NANBO) on being chosen as the 2018 
Guam Chamber of Commerce Hall of Fame 
Business Laureate. Nanbo Guam Ltd. was es-
tablished in 1968 and has since engaged in 
multiple business enterprises as a trading 
company, a retail operator, investor in indus-
trial laundry business, as well as real property 
acquisition and development. In its 50 years of 
doing business on Guam, NANBO has estab-
lished a reputation as a reliable and trust-
worthy insurance agent. The business is com-
mitted to supporting the community’s insur-
ance needs, delivering exceptional customer 
service and providing quick claims settlement 
to covering the losses of its customers. 
NANBO’ s commitment to the local community 
is also evident through its local real estate ac-
quisitions and the 2012 construction of its 
headquarters in Hagåtña, Guam. 

NANBO has been able to manage its re-
sources effectively to be able to succeed as a 
company doing business on Guam for the last 
50 years. Nanbo Insurance Underwriters, the 
central business of NANBO was established in 
1969 serving as the exclusive general agent 

for the Tokio Marine and Fire Insurance Co., 
Ltd., of Tokyo, Japan since 1969. NANBO has 
also represented other numerous insurance 
companies over its years of doing business on 
Guam. NANBO currently serves as general 
agent for Tojio Marine Pacific Insurance Lim-
ited, Pacific Guardian Life Insurance Company 
and Sompo Japan Nipponka Insurance Inc., 
all through NANBO’s wholly owned subsidiary, 
Guahan Insurance Services. 

The company has also demonstrated orga-
nizational commitment to community service 
through donations made to various not-for- 
profit and community organizations. NANBO 
has additionally supported relief efforts for nat-
ural disasters that have affected Guam and 
the region. NANBO encourages its employees 
to be active members of the community 
through various community events and service 
activities. 

Again, I congratulate Nanbo Guam Ltd. on 
being named the 2018 Guam Chamber of 
Commerce Hall of Fame Business Laureate. I 
commend Nanbo Guam Ltd. for their leader-
ship in helping to promote community involve-
ment and support for our local economy. 
NANBO proudly maintains a knowledgeable 
and dedicated local staff, is a leader in 
Guam’s insurance industry and support non-
profit organization and events that support the 
community at large. I join the people of Guam 
in commending them for their award and 
thanking them for their many contributions to 
our island community. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5515) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2019 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
support of my amendment to H.R. 5515, which 
would require a report related to human rights 
in North Korea. 

The report would describe ongoing or 
planned efforts regarding the repatriation of 
members of the United States Armed Forces; 
the reunification of Korean Americans with rel-
atives in North Korea; and an assessment of 
security risks posted by travel to North Korea 
for U.S. citizens. 

The division of North and South Korea 
along the 38th Parallel offers one of the 
world’s most striking dichotomies, yet on both 
sides of the Demilitarized Zone resides a 
shared pain. 

The pain is that of the families ripped apart 
by the Korean War and an enduring division of 
one people into two countries. 

Reunions are a welcome respite from the 
separation, but, in the end, provide yet an-
other reminder that family reunification on the 
Korean Peninsula is fleeting. 

Many of these Americans, more than 
100,000 according to the last estimate, have 
been waiting to reunite with their family mem-
bers in North Korea. 
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Too many have already passed away with-

out realizing that hope. 
This amendment would require an update 

on efforts to conduct family reunifications for 
these Korean Americans. 

It would also help heal old wounds by ad-
dressing the repatriation of members of the 
U.S. Armed Forces who have been missing 
since the Korean War. 

It is vital that our North Korea policy be in-
formed with an understanding that there are 
human victims of the ongoing conflict on the 
Peninsula. 

I thank the Chairman, the Ranking Member, 
and Rep. ROS-LEHTINEN for working with me 
on this amendment and ask that my col-
leagues support it. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COLSTRIP UNITED 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a group of Montanans who banded 
together to protect their livelihoods and our 
communities against the war on coal. 

Colstrip United emphasizes the importance 
of coal in Montana and the United States. The 
grassroots group counters false, anti-coal 
claims pushed by special interest groups and 
ensures the voices of their close-knit commu-
nity are heard. Two members of the Colstrip 
community, Lori Shaw and Ashley Dennehy, 
lead Colstrip United to empower their commu-
nity. 

The hardworking folks at Colstrip supply the 
energy that keeps the lights on for millions of 
Americans. Colstrip United helps us remember 
the faces and communities behind the flick of 
a switch. 

The group continues to grow its member-
ship by advocating responsible development 
of our natural resources to grow our economy 
and protect our way of life. Colstrip United ex-
tends its focus beyond Colstrip, drawing atten-
tion to similar communities that are the back-
bone of our energy sector. 

The group’s motto is ‘‘Inform. Promote. In-
spire.’’ Colstrip United is about neighbor help-
ing neighbor, a characteristic that defines the 
spirit of Montana. 

Today, I pay tribute to the Montanans who 
are Colstrip United for their inspiring work to 
promote and protect our Montana way of life. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ED GRIMES 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the late Ed Grimes, who served as 
Mayor and chief executive of the City of 
Tehachapi for six years. He passed away on 
May 21, 2018 at the age of 75 after a lifetime 
of service to his community. 

Mayor Grimes started his storied career in 
public service on the Tehachapi Unified 
School District as a member of the School 
Board, serving a career of 20 years, twelve of 
which were spent as the board chairman. He 

would later campaign successfully for a seat 
on the Tehachapi City Council in 2003, and 
was first elected as Tehachapi’s Mayor in 
2006. Over his career in public service, Mayor 
Grimes served ten years on the Tehachapi 
City Council and served three terms as mayor 
during the years of 2006 through 2008, 2010 
through 2012, and 2016 through 2018. A man 
with a true heart for his city, Mayor Grimes re-
fused a paycheck during his tenure as an 
elected city official, instead donating his salary 
to fund scholarships for Tehachapi high school 
students preparing to go to college. 

Ed, affectionately known at home as ‘‘Mr. 
Tehachapi,’’ called Tehachapi his home for 68 
years of his life. A lifelong football fan with a 
heart for the youth of the community he 
served, Mayor Grimes dedicated his free time 
to fundraising for Tehachapi High School’s 
Warriors football team, raising over $50,000 
for high school athletics over a period of near-
ly two decades. His passion for youth athletics 
was not limited to the sidelines; Mayor Grimes 
could often be heard narrating Tehachapi High 
School football games over the stadium public 
address system, a hobby that earned him the 
nickname of ‘‘The Voice of the Warriors.’’ 

Mayor Grimes will be remembered for his 
kindness, leadership, and passion for life. His 
life of service illustrates the best of public 
service, and he will be remembered as a man 
who truly loved the city he called home. It 
didn’t matter if we were discussing the local 
economy, family or simply football, time spent 
with Mayor Grimes was always time well 
spent. I will miss Mayor Grimes’ words of wis-
dom, his humble manner, and his laugh that 
was so infectious that you could not help but 
join him. I extend my deepest condolences to 
his wife Ruthie, his children and grandchildren, 
and the entire Tehachapi community as we all 
mourn the loss of this local icon. 

f 

HONORING AMERICAN POW’S WHO 
DIED AT HIROSHIMA 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
bring to your attention a unique monument 
that is about to be installed in my district on 
Memorial Day. On May 28th a ceremony will 
be held at the Centralville Memorial Park in 
Lowell, Massachusetts to place a memorial 
stone in honor of the 12 American Army and 
Naval aviators who died as POWs from the 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima on August 6, 
1945. Participating in the remembrance will be 
Mr. Shigeaki Mori from Japan, a Hiroshima 
survivor (a hibakusha) who has devoted nearly 
half his life to identifying these men and noti-
fying their families of their fate. 

One of the POWs was 19-year-old Navy Air-
man 3rd-class Norman Brissette from Lowell, 
Massachusetts. He was among the 12 Amer-
ican airmen who survived the downing of four 
planes while on missions over Hiroshima and 
Kure on July 28, 1945. At the memorial cere-
mony, the Brissette family and friends will be 
joined by the family of another Hiroshima 
POW Army Air Corps Staff Sgt. Ralph J. Neal 
from Corbin, Kentucky. Both families were fea-
tured in the documentary film, Paper Lanterns, 
about Mr. Mori’s quest to honor the memory 
and bravery of these American POWs. 

Mr. Mori was eight years old when he sur-
vived the bombing of Hiroshima, then a mili-
tary city. His elementary school became a 
temporary hospital and soon a crematory. As 
an adult, haunted by the horror and doubting 
the official number of 800 dead, Mr. Mori 
sought to find out how many people had died 
at his school. The actual number was 2,300. 
During his research, he also discovered that 
12 American POWs were among the 100,000 
who perished in Hiroshima. 

The Americans were prisoners of the 
Kempeitai and held in Hiroshima’s Chugoku 
Military Police Headquarters near the atomic 
blast’s epicenter. Mr. Mori has spent decades 
identifying these Americans and locating their 
surviving family members in the United States. 
With the family’s permission, he had the 
names of each of the 12 airman inscribed in 
Hiroshima’s Register of the Names of the Fall-
en Atomic Bomb Victims. In July 1998, Mr. 
Mori placed a memorial plaque to the men on 
the building that was their prison. It is the only 
memorial in Hiroshima dedicated to the Ameri-
cans killed there. 

On May 27, 2016 President Barack Obama 
became the first sitting president to visit Hiro-
shima. After the ceremony, the President 
hugged a tearful Mr. Mori and thanked him for 
his work on behalf of the American POWs. 
The image of President Obama and embrac-
ing Mr. Mori has come to define friendship and 
reconciliation between the United States and 
Japan. 

I welcome Mr. Mori and his wife Kayoko to 
my district and thank them for their dedication 
to peace and to making a world free of nu-
clear weapons. As President Obama said at 
Hiroshima, ‘‘we have a shared responsibility to 
look directly into the eye of history and ask 
what we must do differently to curb such suf-
fering again.’’ This is what the Moris have 
done. 

f 

STOP PAYING PAKISTAN TO 
BETRAY US 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, we must 
remember that Pakistan continues to be an 
unreliable partner in the fight against terrorism. 
For nearly two decades, we have hoped that 
Pakistan would clear the terrorist safe havens 
along the Afghanistan border and end its sup-
port for violent extremist groups. We have 
even paid them $13 billion to do this. 

And yet, Pakistan still has not proven it is 
serious about combatting terrorism. Just ear-
lier this month, the Pakistani Minister of Inte-
rior was shot by a man linked to an extremist 
political party in Pakistan. This political party 
believes Pakistan’s blasphemy laws are not 
being strictly enforced to prosecute Christians 
or minority sects. The fact that Pakistan—a 
supposed ally of the United States—has a 
blasphemy law is troubling enough. Such intol-
erant laws only foster the extremism and hate 
that our terrorist foes thrive on. 

But Pakistan’s relationship with extremism is 
nothing new. Even when members of the 
Pakistan government become victims of the 
terrorism, they equivocate or blame someone 
else, like the U.S. or Afghanistan, while dis-
missing their own role in fueling such groups. 
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The evidence is clear, Pakistani sponsorship 
of terrorism can be traced to the Soviet-Af-
ghan war and Pakistan’s ongoing conflict with 
India. After 9/11, Osama bin Laden and his ilk 
fled to Pakistan for a clear reason: because 
they knew it was a safe place for extremists. 

For too long, we have fooled ourselves into 
thinking Pakistan is a responsible nation. Dur-
ing the Cold War we made a mistake identi-
fying an Islamist state like Pakistan as an ally. 
They do not share our values and have in-
flamed conflict across South Asia for a long 
time. We have poured billions of dollars into 
Pakistan hoping it will change. When will we 
accept that it will not? That violent extremism 
and anti-Americanism is too deeply rooted and 
that paying them only rewards bad behavior. 

Currently, we authorize roughly $700 million 
every year in coalition support funds for Paki-
stan to fight terrorism and support our efforts 
in Afghanistan. We long suspected, however, 
they were only taking token steps to fool us. 
Starting in FY2016, to be eligible for half of 
the CSF money, Congress required the Sec-
retary of Defense to certify that Pakistan is 
taking adequate steps to combat the Haqqani 
Network—one of the worst terrorist groups in 
the region. And to no surprise, the Pentagon 
has been unable to certify that Pakistan is 
meeting this requirement since it was put into 
law. Despite failing to meet this certification, 
$350 million of the CSF money still goes to 
Pakistan. If it is clear that Pakistan is permit-
ting terrorist groups to operate on its territory, 
why are we giving them any money at all? 

The time has come to end our delusion that 
Pakistan will fulfill its responsibility in the fight 
against terrorism. We should not be paying 
Pakistan to betray us. They will do it for free. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
RANDOLPH CONN 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor a special Kentuckian, Mr. Randolph 
Conn from Bath County, Kentucky. 

Mr. Conn was born June 27, 1922 to Oscar 
and Mary Conn. He answered his country’s 
call and served in the United States Navy. 
Later he served in the United States Army 
prior to completing his service in 1948. 

Mr. Conn returned home and married 
Bonnie Staton Conn in 1949. They have six 
children, 8 grandchildren, and 7 great grand-
children. Mr. Conn worked in a sawmill and 
worked as a mechanic. He later worked with 
his father, developed clock repair skills, and 
opened his own clock repair shop. 

Mr. Conn and his fellow veterans are true 
heroes. I am humbled to honor him before the 
United States Congress. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF WARRANT 
OFFICER 4 CLARK ALAN PATTON 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my dear friend, Clark Patton, of Beau-

fort, North Carolina. Last month Chief Warrant 
Officer 4 Clark Alan Patton retired from the 
United States Army after 35 years of faithful 
service to our country. He exemplifies the very 
best of our military. Throughout the many 
years he served our country, he was always 
willing to go the extra mile and beyond the call 
of duty for the good of our nation and military. 
I have had the honor of knowing Clark for 
many years and have enjoyed and appre-
ciated his friendship. 

Chief Warrant Officer Clark attended Basic 
Training in November 1983. He would serve 
for 17 years rising to the rank of Staff Ser-
geant before attending Warrant Officer Can-
didate School. In 2002 then Staff Sergeant 
Patton was promoted to the rank of Warrant 
Officer. Shortly after being commissioned, 
Warrant Officer Clark would deploy to Kuwait 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He 
would go on to serve 14 of his 34 years of 
service as a commissioned officer before his 
retirement as a Chief Warrant Officer 4. His 
personal awards include the Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal with 2 oak leaf clusters, Army Com-
mendation Medal with three oak leaf clusters, 
Army Achievement Medal with two oak leaf 
clusters, and Army Reserve Components 
Achievement Medal. 

Clark has lived in my district since 1992 with 
his wife Mary Ann. They have three children, 
Ashelyn, Joseph, and Jessica, and two grand-
children, Kasey and Maverick. I have always 
considered Clark and his family to be great 
friends for which I am most grateful. Chief 
Warrant Officer Patton has served our nation 
with dedication over the years, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank him for 
his over three decades of service, and I ex-
tend to the Clark family many years of good 
health and happiness. God bless them. 

f 

HONORING SERVICE ACADEMY 
APPOINTEES 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I extend 
my congratulations to the students of Arkan-
sas’ Fourth Congressional District who were 
nominated and accepted appointments of our 
nation’s service academies this year. 

Students Parker Davis of Arkadelphia 
(United States Air Force Academy), Karrington 
Evans of Scranton (United States Naval Acad-
emy), Christina Harris of Malvern (United 
States Naval Academy Preparatory School), 
Clayton Nelson of Crossett (United States 
Naval Academy Preparatory School), Andrew 
Pequignot of Hot Springs (United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy), Gavin Shapiro of 
White Hall (United States Military Academy), 
and Zachary Snook of Dardanelle (United 
States Naval Academy) exemplify the char-
acter and leadership abilities which will make 
them successful as they pursue careers in the 
Armed Forces. 

RECOGNIZING THE GUAM POWER 
AUTHORITY ON 50 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE ISLAND OF 
GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate the Guam 
Power Authority (GPA) as it celebrates its 50th 
anniversary of serving the people of Guam. 
The Guam Power Authority provides electrical 
services on Guam to residential, commercial, 
government, and military customers. GPA was 
created in 1968 as a public corporation and 
autonomous instrumentality of the Government 
of Guam, and since that time has maintained 
and expanded the island wide power system 
for the island of Guam. In its 50 years of serv-
ing the island, GPA has adapted to multiple 
changing conditions. It has progressed to have 
enhanced flexibility as a Guam-owned entity 
with the mission to provide safe, reliable, af-
fordable, and environmentally responsible 
service to Guam’s ratepayers. 

GPA adds value to the services it provides 
through diversifying GPA’s energy resources, 
and conducting maintenance throughout 
Guam’s island wide power system. GPA also 
offers evolving online services for customers 
to conduct electric utility business at their con-
venience, all while continually upgrading its 
use of technology in all areas. 

The agency has grown to meet the eco-
nomic growth and rapid pace of technological 
advancements for the island. It has met the 
challenges of connecting all customers while 
aiming for superior customer service through 
accountability, efficiency and responsiveness. 
GPA has evolved from operating as an iso-
lated power grid system to enhanced reliability 
with firm Integrated Resource Planning, opti-
mizing energy production costs and forging 
beneficial public-private partnerships. 

GPA has made great strides over the last 
50 years to overcome obstacles and continue 
to grow. Today, the agency employs nearly 
500 professional and technical individuals who 
bring electricity to the homes and businesses 
of Guam. These employees remain committed 
to providing energy service and solutions to 
the 52,000 customers of the Guam Power Au-
thority. 

Again, I commend and congratulate the 
Guam Power Authority (GPA) as it celebrates 
its 50th anniversary of serving the people of 
Guam. I commend the Guam Power Authority 
for their leadership in providing electricity to 
the local community. I recognize Mr. John M. 
Benavente, P.E., General Manager, the man-
agement team and all employees of the Guam 
Power Authority for their contributions to the 
success of GPA. I join the people of Guam in 
commending them for their service and growth 
over the last 50 years, and thanking them for 
their many contributions to our island. I look 
forward to many more years of success for the 
Guam Power Authority in support of improving 
the quality of life for the people of Guam. 
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CAROLE ONDERDONK, REST IN 

PEACE 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to pay 
tribute to a pillar of our community, Carole 
Onderdonk of her adopted city of Eagle, Colo-
rado. 

Carole Onderdonk was a graduate of 
Upsala College and Fordham University, even-
tually becoming a Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker, and a gifted craftsperson. As a social 
worker, she became a tireless advocate for 
the most vulnerable, and truly believed she 
could make a difference in the world. I’m told 
that her positivity inspired her friends and fam-
ily to be their best selves. 

I’ve known Carole for almost 20 years, and 
represented her in Congress until they redis-
tricted her part of Eagle County out of the 2nd 
Congressional District. She always considered 
me her honorary representative anyway, and I 
knew the progressive cause could always 
count on her passionate advocacy. 

Carole was one of our favorite volunteers in 
Eagle County, and she carried within her a 
passion for improving the lives of others 
through the power of activism and political ac-
tion. Her dedication to making a positive im-
pact will be sorely missed. 

Carol was a beloved daughter, sister, moth-
er, grandmother, great-grandmother, and val-
ued member of our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL BUILDING 
SAFETY MONTH 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, as National 
Building Safety Month comes to a close, I 
would like to recognize the men and women of 
the International Code Council who have dedi-
cated their livelihoods to ensuring the safety of 
Americans both in their homes and work-
places. 

Each year, in observance of Building Safety 
Month, Americans are asked to consider 
projects to improve building safety at home 
and in their communities, and to acknowledge 
the essential services provided to all of us by 
local and state building departments and fed-
eral agencies in protecting life and property. 
Building Safety Month, which is sponsored by 
the International Code Council, reminds the 
public of the important role safety codes and 
code officials play in creating and sustaining 
safe communities. 

‘‘Building Codes Save Lives,’’ the theme for 
Building Safety Month 2018, encourages all 
Americans to raise awareness of the impor-
tance of building safety. The International 
Codes, the most widely adopted building safe-
ty and fire prevention codes in the nations, are 
used by most U.S. cities, counties, and by all 
50 states. These modern building safety codes 
also include safeguards to protect the public 
from natural disasters, such as hurricanes, 
snowstorms, tornadoes, wildland fires, and 
earthquakes. 

Similarly, in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, we have made major strides in pro-
moting pre-disaster mitigation. In particular, I 
am proud to say that my bill, H.R. 4460, the 
Disaster Recovery Reform Act, was included 
in H.R. 4, the FAA Reauthorization Act of 
2018, which passed the House on April 27, 
2018. The measures in this bill will help our 
communities better prepare for and respond to 
disasters of all kind, in keeping with the mis-
sion of National Building Safety Month. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking the 
International Code Council for their work to 
highlight National Building Safety Month. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the Chamber on Tues-
day, May 15, 2018. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call votes 
181, 182, and 183. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CLAY HIGGINS 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, 
due to a medical issue with a family member 
I was unable to be present for votes in the 
U.S. House of Represenatives from May 21 
through May 24, 2018. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 207; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 208; YEA on Roll Call No. 209; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 210; YEA on Roll Call No. 211; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 212; NAY on Roll Call 
No. 213; YEA on Roll Call No. 214; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 215; YEA on Roll Call No. 216; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 217; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 218; NAY on Roll Call No. 219; NAY on 
Roll Call No. 220; NAY on Roll Call No. 221; 
NAY on Roll Call No. 222; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 223; YEA on Roll Call No. 224; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 225; YEA on Roll Call No. 226; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 227; NAY on Roll Call 
No. 228; YEA on Roll Call No. 229; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 230. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
KENNETH CASSIDY 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor a special Kentuckian, Mr. Kenneth Cas-
sidy from Bath County, Kentucky. Mr. Cassidy 
is a veteran of World War II. 

Mr. Cassidy grew up during the Depression. 
At the age of 19, he had a good job with the 
L & N Railroad as a signalman assistant. On 
December 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor was attacked 
and life changed for all Americans, including 
Cassidy. He was drafted in February of 1942, 

just prior to his 20th birthday. After training, he 
was shipped to Hawaii to rebuild communica-
tions that were destroyed when the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor. After that, he was 
shipped to the Mariana Islands for 26 months 
of combat. He participated in the invasion of 
Saipan, the Philippines, and Okinawa. After 
the Japanese surrendered in 1945, Mr. Cas-
sidy returned home to Bath County. 

After coming home, Mr. Cassidy married 
Birdie Bell Ball in 1953. Mr. Cassidy farmed, 
logged, built houses, operated heavy equip-
ment, and worked as a mechanic. He also 
worked for the L & N Railroad and Avon and 
he owned and operated his own restaurant. 

Mr. Cassidy and the other men and women 
who served our country during World War II 
are true heroes. As members of the Greatest 
Generation, they bravely sacrificed to preserve 
the freedoms that we enjoy today. I am hum-
bled to honor him before the United States 
Congress. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I was traveling 
with the President of the United States to 
Long Island, NY. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 217; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 218; NAY on Roll Call No. 219; 
NAY on Roll Call No. 220; NAY on Roll Call 
No. 221; NAY on Roll Call No. 222; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 223; YEA on Roll Call No. 224; 
NAY on Roll Call No. 225; NAY on Roll Call 
No. 226; YEA on Roll Call No. 227; and NAY 
on Roll Call No. 228. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I missed three votes on 
5/21/2018. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 207; YEA on Roll 
Call No. 208; and YEA on Roll Call No. 209. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN 

HON. STEVE CHABOT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Republic of Azerbaijan which cele-
brates the 100th anniversary of its independ-
ence on May 28—next Monday. 

On May 28, 1918 the Republic of Azerbaijan 
declared independence. Tragically, independ-
ence was short lived as the Bolsheviks in-
vaded Azerbaijan and the country was eventu-
ally absorbed into the Soviet Union. The Azeri 
people never lost their desire to be free from 
their Soviet occupiers, however. With the fall 
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of the U.S.S.R., Azerbaijan once again de-
clared its independence in 1991. The United 
States recognized Azerbaijan’s independence 
on both occasions. 

Azerbaijan has proven to be a key security 
partner of the United States, providing unwav-
ering support for the NATO mission in Afghan-
istan dating back to 2002. Azerbaijan also es-
tablished diplomatic relations with our close 
ally Israel over 25 years ago and has a small 
but thriving Jewish community. 

Azerbaijan is also a leader in the energy 
sector. Azerbaijan is spearheading the South-
ern Gas Corridor which will bring natural gas 
from the Caspian Sea to our allies in Europe. 
This diversification of energy supplies will less-
en Europe’s reliance on Russia. Azerbaijan 
also provides Israel with 40 percent of its im-
ported energy. 

Azerbaijan is a true friend of the United 
States and I once again commend the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan on the 100th anniversary of 
its independence. 

f 

HONORING J. HAGAN CODELL 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great Kentuckian, Mr. J. Hagan 
Codell. Mr. Codell is retiring after a successful 
career as Senior Vice President and Market 
Leader of Traditional Bank, headquartered in 
Mt. Sterling, KY. 

Prior to his banking career, Mr. Codell 
worked for Codell Construction Company for 
28 years, serving as Vice President. He 
worked at First National Bank in Jackson, KY 
as a loan officer then began working at Tradi-
tional Bank in 2002. With strong community 
relations, Mr. Codell has grown the Win-
chester, KY market in loans, deposits, and a 
solid customer base. His co-workers describe 
his leadership style as considerate and self-
less. 

Mr. Codell is a true community leader. He 
serves as an elder at First Christian Church, 
a chairman/director at Cardinal Hill Hospital, a 
director of the Breathitt County Industrial 
Board, a director and treasurer of the Jack-
son-Breathitt County Airport Board, and a di-
rector of KY Easter Seals, in addition to other 
volunteer leadership positions. He is a servant 
leader who is a role model for others to emu-
late. 

As Hagan Codell reaches the end of his 
professional career and begins a well-de-
served retirement, I join many others in thank-
ing him for his service to his profession and to 
his community. It is my honor to recognize J. 
Hagan Codell before the United States House 
of Representatives. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE HAMLET OF 
LAKE VIEW, NY 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 150th Anniversary 

of the hamlet of Lake View in the Town of 
Hamburg, New York. The history of this ham-
let has been shaped by earnest individuals 
who worked diligently to make Lake View the 
great place it is today. 

The fervor of the railroad era brought pros-
perity to many communities across the coun-
try, especially the hamlet of Lake View. The 
Lake View rail stop connected the hamlet to 
many important railways allowing the commu-
nity to reap the benefits of the businessmen 
traveling between the cities. 

I would like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate the residents of Lake View on their 
150th Anniversary, and thank them for their 
commitment to the American ideals of pros-
perity and success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the Chamber on Mon-
day May 21, 2018. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call votes 
207, 208, and 209. 

f 

NATIONAL MISSING CHILDREN 
DAY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, protecting 
our children is one of the most important 
things that we can do for society. In 1983, 
President Ronald Reagan proclaimed May 
25th as National Missing Children’s Day. 
There are very few situations more difficult 
than when a family member, especially a 
young child, disappears. 

As a former Judge and prosecutor, this is 
something that I saw first-hand. What do you 
say to a parent of a missing child? Words are 
hard to find. 30 years ago, a missing child was 
akin to a death sentence. A child could be ab-
ducted, taken across state lines, and never be 
seen again. Our best method of locating a 
missing child was to plaster their images on 
the sides of milk cartons, encouraging our 
communities to be on the lookout—a stark re-
minder of how far we have come. 

Last year, in 2017, there were 464,324 chil-
dren reported as missing in the United States. 
The statistics paint a grim picture. Of the near-
ly 25,00 runaways reported to the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, one 
in seven were likely victims of human traf-
ficking. 

As technology has evolved, so has the way 
in which we search for missing children. With 
today’s technology, the likelihood of finding an 
abducted child has seen a sharp increase, 
mostly due to technological advances, social 
media, and the way in which searches are 
conducted. 

Before the creation of the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children, there were 
little or no resources available to assist law 
enforcement with the cases of missing chil-

dren. In fact, there was no way for police to 
enter information about missing children into 
the FBI’s national crime computer. Today, 
thanks to the work of this outstanding organi-
zation’s work, this is no longer the case. Many 
children owe their rescue to the center, and 
many parents are grateful for the return of 
their kids. 

Mr. Speaker, as we observe National Miss-
ing Children’s Day 2018, it is our duty to en-
sure that children of this country are protected 
from those who wish to do them harm. 

As we celebrate the good work that the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren does, we pray for those children who 
have not returned home. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5515) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2019 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
support of my amendment to the FY2019 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act offered with 
Representative STEPHANIE MURPHY, which 
would provide not less than $12 million for the 
assessment, monitoring, and evaluation of our 
defense security cooperation programs as part 
of the more than $700 million this bill author-
izes for the Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency. 

Each year, the United States spends as 
much as $10 billion on our security coopera-
tion programs. 

This includes the Afghanistan Security 
Forces Fund, the Counter-ISIL Fund, the co-
operative threat reduction program, and other 
security programs that help build the capacity 
of foreign security forces. 

The United States trains, educates, advises, 
and equips our foreign partners all around the 
world. 

However, we have done next to nothing to 
understand the effectiveness of these pro-
grams at accomplishing their goals and ad-
vancing U.S. interests. 

I commend the Department of Defense for 
its work to establish an office tasked with cre-
ating a monitoring and evaluation framework 
for security cooperation programs and con-
ducting evaluations. 

I am glad the first evaluation will be con-
ducted this year on military logistics in the Bal-
tics. 

This amendment will ensure that this good 
work continues and expands in a manner 
commensurate with the amount of money we 
are currently spending on security cooperation 
programs. 

I thank Chairman THORNBERRY, Ranking 
Member SMITH, Representative MURPHY for 
working with me on this amendment. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ST. JOSEPH- 

OGDEN GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD 
TEAM 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the St. Joseph-Ogden High School girls 
track and field team, who are the 2018 Illinois 
High School Association Class 1A state cham-
pions. 

St. Joseph-Ogden won the title with a score 
of 43, easily outpacing the second place fin-
isher by seven points. St. Joseph-Ogden ben-
efited from having two event winners, Atleigh 
Hamilton, who won the long jump event with 
a mark of 18 feet two inches and the 4x200 
Meter Relay team, composed of Abbey Mizer, 
Maclayne Taylor, Hailey Birt, and Atleigh 
Hamilton, who won with a time of 1:43.89. 
Also making important contributions to the 
overall victory were the 4x100 Meter Relay 
team of Abbey Mizer, Maclayne Taylor, Hailey 
Birt, and Atleigh Hamilton with a second place 
finish; the 4x400 Meter Relay team of 
Maclayne Taylor, Rylee Sjuts, Zea Maroon, 
and Atleigh Hamilton, which also finished sec-
ond; and the 4x800 Meter Relay team of 
Rylee Sjuts, Zea Maroon, Hannah Rajlich, and 
Sam Mabry, which took third place. 

Mr. Speaker, today it is an honor for me to 
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of 
the St. Joseph-Ogden High School girls track 
and field team in winning the 2018 champion-
ship, and I wish the team and their coach, 
Kelly Steffen, all the best in the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PROVIDENCE 
VILLAGE HEROES PARK 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Heroes Park in Providence Village, 
Texas. Heroes Park, which will be dedicated 
on Memorial Day of this year, seeks to honor 
the selfless acts of men and women in uni-
form, first responders, and other unsung he-
roes. Today I would like to thank the Provi-
dence Village Hope Foundation for its work to 
establish this park and support our commu-
nity’s men and women in uniform. 

Each Memorial Day, we remember the 
brave members of our Armed Services who 
put their service to our nation first. While He-
roes Park is a physical tribute to them, our 
gratitude and respect extends far beyond the 
confines of its land. 

I am grateful to join Providence Village 
Mayor Michael Jordan and Providence Village 
Hope Foundation Founders Eric and Karen 
Mattson to dedicate this beautiful park, and 
pay tribute to North Texas service members 
past and present. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
THOMAS ESTILL REFFITT 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Thomas Estill Reffitt of Bath County, 
Kentucky. Mr. Reffitt is a distinguished veteran 
of World War II. 

Mr. Reffitt was born September 20, 1924 to 
Samuel and Lillie Reffitt. He served in the 
United States Navy for four years as a Fire-
man 1st Class. He was stationed in the Gilbert 
Islands. Mr. Reffitt was honorably discharged 
March 4, 1946. 

Mr. Reffitt returned home and worked as a 
truck driver and a farmer. At the present time, 
he is under hospice care at the Leestown 
Road Veteran’s Hospital in Lexington, Ken-
tucky. 

Mr. Reffitt and all the brave men and 
women of the Greatest Generation are true 
heroes. Their bravery and their sacrifice pre-
served freedoms for ourselves and for future 
generations of Americans and for people 
around the world. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5515) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2019 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Chair, I will vote against 
H.R. 5515, the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2019. 

The legislation includes several provisions 
that I strongly support, including giving serv-
icemen and women a well-deserved raise of 
2.6 percent. Those who serve in uniform have 
made extraordinary sacrifices for our country 
and have earned and deserve a pay raise. It 
also includes funding for Ukraine and Eastern 
Europe security initiatives to counter Russia’s 
heightened military provocations and annex-
ation of Crimea. 

Despite these important initiatives, I have 
strong concerns with H.R. 5515. This legisla-
tion authorizes more than $708 billion, includ-
ing $69 billion to the Overseas Contingency 
Operations (OCO) fund, an account which is 
not counted in the budget and is not paid for. 
It adds to the deficit and is used as a slush 
fund by the Pentagon. 

Unlike every other federal agency, the De-
partment of Defense (DOD) has yet to com-
plete a financial audit; taxpayers deserve to 
know how the biggest bureaucracy in the fed-
eral government spends their money. In fact, 
a shocking report released in December 2016 
exposed $125 billion in waste that the Pen-
tagon tried to hide from the public. 

I refuse to support increased bureaucratic 
waste at the expense of American taxpayers 

and our men and women in uniform. A more 
accountable and transparent department 
would ensure taxpayer dollars are directed to-
wards the needs of our troops and the bene-
fits they deserve, rather than buying unneces-
sary weapon systems and giving the president 
a blank check to fund wars Congress hasn’t 
authorized. 

I have always advocated for maintaining 
Congress’s constitutionally-continued preroga-
tive to declare war under the War Powers Act 
and limiting the President’s authority to en-
gage in armed conflict without the consent of 
Congress. I strongly oppose the NDAA’s con-
tinued authorization of spending for wars that 
are not congressionally approved. The Pen-
tagon uses the 2001 Authorization of Use of 
Military Force (AUMF) to continue to justify the 
17 years our troops have been fighting in the 
Middle East. President Trump has already 
sent troops to Syria, Yemen and elsewhere 
without seeking a new AUMF, a violation of 
the War Powers Act. 

Additionally, the bill prohibits the closing of 
Guantanamo Bay, which costs more than 
$100 million each year to house 41 prisoners 
and has been used as a top recruiting tool by 
terrorists. The prison at Guantanamo Bay has 
been a black eye for the United States, has 
eroded relationships with our allies, under-
mined U.S. missions abroad, and put U.S. citi-
zens and our troops at risk of retaliation. 

Congress can make responsible cuts to our 
defense budget without jeopardizing the safety 
of our troops or undermining our national se-
curity. Fiscal responsibility and accountability 
at the Pentagon would allow for funds to be 
better spent supporting the basic needs of our 
troops, meeting our obligations to veterans of 
past wars, and ensuring our true defense 
needs are prioritized. 

f 

HONORING MRS. EVELYN HICKS 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to honor Mrs. Evelyn Hicks of Winston 
County, Alabama. Mrs. Hicks is retiring from 
managing her local school cafeteria at Lynn 
School in Lynn, Alabama which is located in 
the Fourth Congressional District that I rep-
resent. I am honored to recognize Mrs. Hicks 
for her dedication to ensuring our children 
have nutritious and edible food. It should also 
be noted that she was honored on May 23, 
2018 at Lynn School with a reception for her 
many years of service. 

Mrs. Evelyn Hicks was born in my home 
county of Winston to Truman and Alice 
Baughn. She is a graduate of Lynn School 
and has been a member of Concord Mis-
sionary Baptist Church for 57 years. She has 
been married to Roy Hicks for 52 years. They 
have two daughters and four grandchildren. 
Mrs. Hicks also served on the Winston County 
Board of Education from 2000 to 2004. 

Mrs. Hicks also played a major role in pro-
viding my office with ‘‘on the ground’’ feedback 
into how school lunch restrictions were having 
a negative effect on her job of feeding chil-
dren. Because of Mrs. Hicks’s assistance, we 
have been able to roll back many of the harm-
ful restrictions and provide solutions that give 
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kids healthy food, while at the same time pro-
viding food they will actually eat and enjoy. 

Mrs. Evelyn Hicks has been, in every sense, 
a devoted and passionate advocate for the 
children she has helped feed throughout her 
many years through school nutrition. I am 
proud to call Mrs. Hicks a friend and a fellow 
Alabamian, and she is truly deserving of this 
recognition from the United States House of 
Representatives. 

I wish her all the very best for the future in 
all that she is involved with. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HARVEY HALL 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with my colleague, the Honorable DAVID 
VALADAO, in memory of Mr. Harvey Hall. Mr. 
Hall served as the mayor of Bakersfield, Cali-
fornia from 2000 to 2016 and will be remem-
bered as a community icon who never 
stopped believing in the city he called home. 

A lifelong resident of Bakersfield, Harvey 
Hall was a model civil servant, a community 
legend who would greet you wearing one of 
his trademark suits and a welcoming smile. 
Mayor Hall was a cheerleader for Bakersfield 
in the purest sense. He was an advocate for 
the businesses and organizations of the city 
he served, and it was not uncommon to see 
him each and every day at ribbon-cutting cere-
monies or lending his support at community 
gatherings across Bakersfield. Everyone knew 
Mayor Hall, and Mayor Hall made it his goal 
to get to know everyone he met. He was a 
man who remembered names and would al-
ways make the time to pull you aside for a 
chat, no matter who you were. When you 
were with Mayor Hall, you always felt like the 
most important person in the room. 

Outside of his responsibilities in City Hall, 
Mr. Hall focused himself on bettering the qual-
ity of life in Kern County. A consummate busi-
nessman, Mayor Hall founded Hall Ambulance 
Services, Inc., an emergency services com-
pany that has been a mainstay in Kern County 
for nearly 50 years. Mayor Hall had a heart for 
education and dedicated his mayoral salary to 
the Kern Community Foundation, awarding 
over $250,000 to fund scholarships for local 

high school students pursuing secondary edu-
cation during his time in office. 

More than anything else, Mayor Hall’s love 
of community was illustrated in quieter ways. 
He used his own money to help Bakersfield’s 
homeless get back on their feet and would 
regularly host community clean-ups to beautify 
a city he saw nothing but potential in. Mayor 
Hall welcomed the diverse communities that 
make Bakersfield the community that it is, and 
was a mainstay at the annual Sikh Parade 
and Harvest Festival. Most importantly, he un-
derstood the power of a thank-you note and 
would always offer his humble thanks for the 
smallest of gestures. This love of community 
extended outside of Bakersfield too, for Mayor 
Hall understood that Kern County was a better 
place when all of its communities succeeded. 
He often gave his ear to neighboring commu-
nities and always made himself available to 
provide assistance or advice when it was 
needed. 

There is a lesson to be learned in the man-
ner in which Mayor Hall lived. He was a man 
who lived life’s purpose both in and out of 
public service. He was a man forged by a city 
that he made into his own. He was a man who 
never missed an obligation, who always knew 
the true potential and promise of Bakersfield 
and its residents. Harvey Hall made an indel-
ible impression on Kern County, and it is our 
every hope that those whose lives he im-
pacted honor his legacy by showing the same 
love, passion, and dedication to Bakersfield as 
our city’s longest-serving mayor did. For 
some, he was ‘‘Mayor Hall.’’ For others, he 
was just ‘‘Harvey.’’ But for us, he will always 
be ‘‘Mr. Bakersfield.’’ We extend our deepest 
condolences to his wife Lavonne, his children, 
grandchildren, and a community that loves him 
as much as he loved it. Mayor Hall exempli-
fied the best qualities of Bakersfield and will 
be missed, but he leaves behind a legacy that 
will continue to shape our community for years 
to come. 

f 

HONORING GAIL K. WRIGHT 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great Kentuckian, Gail K. Wright. Mrs. 

Wright was born in Menifee County, Kentucky. 
Her parents taught her to love God and family 
and to be grateful. They taught her to treat ev-
eryone the same, no matter their economic 
status. These values shaped her life and car-
ried over into her professional career. Mrs. 
Wright grew up on her family’s farm and de-
veloped a love for reading. She went on to 
graduate from Morehead State University. She 
and her husband now live in Mt. Sterling, Ken-
tucky. 

Mrs. Wright has served as the Executive Di-
rector of the Gateway Area Development Dis-
trict in northeastern Kentucky for almost 30 
years. She is unquestionably a leader in the 
field of economic and community develop-
ment, with an extensive background in grant 
writing and administration. She has vast 
knowledge of federal, state, and local pro-
grams. Mrs. Wright became the chair of the 
Kentucky Area Development District’s Execu-
tive Directors. She is quite an active member 
in her community and in the five county ADD 
region. Mrs. Wright serves on numerous 
boards related to community and economic 
development, education, tourism, downtown 
revitalization, and chambers. 

After making tremendous progress in the 
Gateway ADD region over the past 30 years, 
Mrs. Wright is retiring. Her love for the people 
of Eastern Kentucky and her passion for help-
ing to better their lives will certainly be missed. 
I wish her all the best of everything in her re-
tirement and I thank her for her service and 
leadership. It is my honor to recognize Gail K. 
Wright before the United States House of 
Representatives. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2018 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the Chamber on Tues-
day, May 22, 2018. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on Roll Call votes 210 
and 211, and ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call vote 212. 
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