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110TH ANNIVERSARY OF FIRST 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I take this 
time to congratulate First Baptist Church of 
Gary, Indiana, as the congregation joins to-
gether in celebration of the church’s 110th an-
niversary. First Baptist’s leaders and members 
will be commemorating this milestone with a 
communal ‘‘Unity Circle’’ around the church 
and celebration on Sunday, June 10, 2018. 
The theme for this beautiful event is ‘‘Glori-
fying God for 110 years of Faithfulness.’’ 

In 1908, the African American community 
recognized the need for a Baptist church in 
Gary, Indiana. Three individuals, Raymond 
Rankins, Samuel Duncan, and Samuel Clay, 
called upon Dr. Elijah John Fisher, pastor of 
Olivet Baptist Church in Chicago, for support 
in making this dream a reality. Through their 
hard work and determination, First Baptist 
emerged in Gary, with the first services being 
held in the home of Mr. Rankins. Soon after, 
participation in the church began to increase, 
and the first house of worship was constructed 
at 1617 Washington Street in Gary. After var-
ious reconstructions and relocations, First 
Baptist finally settled in its current location at 
626 West 21st Avenue in 1955, under the 
leadership of the Reverend Dr. Robert E. 
Penn, who served as pastor for more than 
twenty years. Reverend Penn’s legacy con-
tinues to resonate as a shining example of 
selfless service and unwavering commitment 
to the community. Throughout the years, nu-
merous senior pastors have made remarkable 
contributions to the First Baptist Church of 
Gary, as well as to the community of North-
west Indiana, and they are worthy of our 
deepest appreciation. Currently, the senior 
pastor of First Baptist is Pastor Timothy F. 
Brown. Pastor Brown has initiated new pro-
grams aimed at improving not only the church 
but the community as well, and his efforts are 
worthy of the highest praise. 

From its modest beginnings, First Baptist 
Church has emerged as a pillar of the Gary 
community. Although First Baptist, the oldest 
African American congregation in the City of 
Gary, has seen immense growth, not only in 
the size of its congregation but also in the 
depth of the services and programs available 
to its members, the clergy and congregation 
have remained dedicated to the fundamental 
ideal of serving God by serving each other. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring and congratulating church members 
Mary Bacon, Herman Borders, Gwendolyn 
Buggs, Tillman Buggs, Columbus Chambers 
Jr., Mae Fossett, and Michael J. Houston, 
each of whom has reached their 50th year of 
membership with the church this year. I also 
ask that you join me in recognizing 2018 col-

lege and high school graduates 2nd Lt. Adam 
Franklin Collins, Sidney Puckett, Melody Walk-
er, Victoria Bacon, Ashley Conerly, Destiny R. 
Harris, Caleb J. Hiller, Blake Dupre Reasoner, 
and Rashawn Seels, while congratulating Pas-
tor Timothy F. Brown and all church leaders 
and members of First Baptist Church of Gary 
on the special occasion of its 110th anniver-
sary. Throughout the years, the clergy and 
congregation of First Baptist Church have 
dedicated themselves to providing spirituality 
and guidance through their service to their 
community. 

f 

HONORING JOHN WILLIAM 
ROBROCK 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John William Robrock for his life-
long dedication to art education and congratu-
late him on his well-deserved retirement. Mr. 
Robrock began his teaching career in 1979 
and has taught in California, South Dakota, 
and Wyoming. He has spent the last eighteen 
years in my district at San Benito High School. 
Throughout his career, Mr. Robrock inspired 
countless young students to explore their cre-
ative abilities and pursue their artistic goals. 

With his support and guidance, Mr. 
Robrock’s students have earned thousands of 
dollars in scholarships as well as trips to 
Washington, D.C. and Japan to present their 
work. Since 1989, his students have partici-
pated in the Congressional District Art Com-
petition, five of which won first place awards 
and displayed their artwork at the U.S. Capitol. 
This year I was honored to award first place 
in the Congressional Art Competition for Con-
gressional District 20 to one of his students. 

Mr. Robrock has a great ability to inspire 
and motivate his students in their artistic en-
deavors. Mr. Robrock has maintained a life-
long commitment to artistic explorations in a 
wide variety of mediums. This is apparent in 
his dedication to the art of comic books, and 
he has even traveled internationally to spread 
the appreciation of this art form. Moreover, Mr. 
Robrock maintains a deep love of classical 
music and opera, and was even willing to 
stand-in last minute for the University of Wyo-
ming’s marching band. As a teacher, Mr. 
Robrock has coached students in performing 
arts who went on to win statewide theater 
competitions. He has also designed parade 
floats in the Pasadena Doo Dah Parade and 
banners for the San Benito Writers Group in 
the Saddle Horse Association of San Benito 
parade. 

Mr. Robrock has dedicated his life to the 
proliferation of the arts. His four decades of 
teaching countless college and high school 
students—both inside and outside my dis-
trict—are a testament to his dedication to en-
suring younger generations appreciate all art 

has to offer. His awards, both personal and 
those of his students, are too numerous to list 
in full. It is the tireless dedication of art con-
noisseurs and instructors like Mr. Robrock that 
ensure our country continues to rightfully 
treasure the arts. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to add my 
name to the recognition of John Robrock’s ac-
complishments and passion for the arts. I wish 
him the best in his retirement and future en-
deavors and encourage all of my colleagues in 
the House to join me in congratulating and ap-
preciating Mr. Robrock’s four decades of pub-
lic service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONOR FLIGHT 
OF CENTRAL OREGON VETERANS 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the two World War II veterans and twen-
ty-three Korean War veterans from Oregon 
who are visiting their memorials on the Na-
tional Mall on Friday, June 8, 2018, through 
Honor Flight of Central Oregon. Every time I 
have the chance to meet one of these heroes, 
I am reminded of the poignant words of Gen-
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower. In a message to 
Allied troops just before D-Day, he said, ‘‘The 
eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes 
and prayers of liberty-loving people every-
where march with you.’’ 

He was right then, of course, Mr. Speaker. 
But over seventy years later, liberty-loving 
people everywhere continue to owe these he-
roes for their extraordinary service and their 
incredible stories of sacrifice and bravery on 
behalf of our country. That’s why it is my privi-
lege to include their names in the RECORD. 

The veterans on this Honor Flight from Or-
egon are as follows: Bill Apgar, Air Force; Bill 
Jensen, Air Force; Donald Tuter, Air Force; 
Jim Roppe, Air Force; John Giles, Air Force; 
Robert Huntington Sr., Air Force; Robert 
Wolverton Sr., Air Force; Larry Rose, Air 
Force; Alexander McKenzie, Army; Denny 
Kane, Army; Fred Hasenoehrl, Army; Jack 
Donnelly, Army; Lanny Jones, Army; Lester 
Davis, Army; Michael Craig, Army; Neil Chase, 
Army; Paul Knox, Army; Ray Davis, Army; 
Wallace Smith, Army; Arthur Egren Jr., Marine 
Corps; John Meyer, Marine Corps; Frankie 
Bowne, Navy; Jim Prentice, Navy; Leonard 
Zierlin, Navy; and Paul LaFrance, Navy. 

These twenty-five heroes join over 200,000 
veterans who have been honored through the 
Honor Flight Network of volunteers nationwide 
since 2005. 

I would also like to recognize the ten guard-
ians traveling on this trip who have also 
served our country: Fred Beebee, Air Force; 
Mike Woods, Air Force; Russell Tuter, Air 
Force; Christine Gittins, Army; Dennis Dorsett, 
Army; Lee Thorsell, Army; Dane Prevatt, Ma-
rine Corps; Duane Wolf, Marine Corps; Clint 
McAuliffe, Navy; and Jeff Mackey, Navy. 
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Mr. Speaker, at the height of the Civil War 

in 1863, President Abraham Lincoln wrote, 
‘‘Honor to the Soldier, and Sailor everywhere, 
who bravely bears his country’s cause.’’ Each 
of us in this chamber and in this nation should 
be humbled by the courage of these brave 
veterans who put themselves in harm’s way 
for our country and way of life. As a nation, 
we can never fully repay the debt of gratitude 
owed to them for their honor, commitment, 
and sacrifice in defense of the freedoms we 
have today. 

My colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these veterans and the volunteers of Honor 
Flight of Central Oregon for their exemplary 
dedication and service to this great country. 

f 

THE ASTRODOME: THE EIGHTH 
WONDER OF THE WORLD AND 
NOW A TEXAS STATE HISTOR-
ICAL MARKER 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as the 
Houston Astros lead their division, 
Houstonians can’t help but look forward to an-
other exciting season of Astros baseball. As 
the home of the reigning champions, the peo-
ple of Houston have a lot to be proud of, and 
a lot to remember. 

Today Astros games are played in the 
beautiful Minute Maid Ballpark, however many 
of us old timers remember watching the 
team’s first game in the Astrodome in 1965. 
There was simply nothing else like the Dome. 
The players would stand in centerfield and try 
to hit balls straight up to see if they could hit 
the roof. It was a marvel for both the players 
and fans. It was the world’s first domed sta-
dium, the only stadium in sports to offer luxury 
suites, and—since everything is bigger in 
Texas—the largest dome on Earth. 

Home to the Houston Astros for three dec-
ades, the stadium has seen thousands of peo-
ple from all over our country. But Mr. Speaker, 
baseball fans were not the only ones making 
their way through the iconic Dome’s doors. 
Elvis Presley performed seven times in the 
stadium, the Battle of the Sexes tennis match 
was played here, and the world famous Hous-
ton Livestock Show and Radio was held in the 
Dome for many years. Though the Dome has 
seen its fair share of cowboys, movie stars, 
and baseball players, perhaps its greatest mo-
ment was when it was transformed into a 
home for over 60,000 refugees fleeing the de-
struction of Katrina. 

The Astrodome is not an abandoned base-
ball stadium; it is a part of Houston and Texas 
history. Nicknamed the Eighth wonder of the 
world, the Dome is a landmark loved by all 
Houstonians. Just recently it received its fitting 
designation as a Texas Historic Landmark. 
Though it has gone its many years without of-
ficial recognition, the Astrodome has always 
been admired by those Houstonians and Tex-
ans who know its history. Now, the Astrodome 
takes its proper place in Texas history as an 
official Texas Historic Landmark. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

HONORING ANGEL ANDERSON 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in congratulating Angel Anderson and her 
store, The SpiceSuite, on becoming the 2018 
District of Columbia Small Business of the 
Year. This distinction is awarded as part of our 
21st annual District of Columbia Small Busi-
ness Fair, which we are holding today at the 
Walter E. Washington Convention Center. 

This year, we are proud to honor Angel and 
The SpiceSuite, a store located at 6902 4th 
Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20012 where 
customers can customize spice blends and 
find unique products like coconut vanilla in-
fused honey and blueberry sugar. Angel 
opened The SpiceSuite just two years ago as 
the manifestation of a dream she did not know 
she had, and has since cultivated it into a 
community staple. A D.C. native, Angel grad-
uated from Banneker High School, and went 
on to earn both her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in psychology from Howard Univer-
sity. After completing her studies, she worked 
in education for nine years, focusing mainly on 
underserved communities. Angel began her 
teaching career at the District’s Oak Hill Youth 
Center, eventually moving on to be a coun-
selor and later an assistant principal at the 
Cesar Chavez Public Charter School. 

The SpiceSuite is an extension of Angel’s 
passion for community service. She operates 
the store as an avenue to promote other 
women-owned small businesses by sharing its 
space with these businesses to launch and 
sell their products. She has offered this oppor-
tunity to over 200 small businesses to date, at 
no cost to them. Angel continues to employ 
the various platforms at her disposal to en-
gage the public and advocate for the under-
served. 

Our fair highlights the importance of small 
businesses to the District’s economy. It pro-
vides critical information, counseling and re-
sources to aspiring and current D.C. small 
business owners. Small businesses are a cru-
cial lifeline in our local economy, and the Dis-
trict thrives because of the expanding success 
of small businesses throughout the District. 
We thank the Washington Convention Center 
for hosting us again this year; the workshop 
experts who are providing valuable information 
and assistance to small businesses; and, of 
course, all of the small business participants. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Angel An-
derson, as well as in celebrating small busi-
nesses across the District. In the District and 
in districts around the country, small busi-
nesses continue to make indispensable con-
tributions to our economies and communities. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I was absent for 
the vote on passage of H.R. 8 (Roll Call No. 

238). Had I been present, I would have voted 
Yes on final passage. 

This bill is the result of a strong bipartisan 
process, and includes multiple projects bene-
ficial to Colorado. 

f 

HONORING GORDON L. ‘‘BOX’’ 
BOCHER 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the service, scholarship, and con-
tributions of Maj. Gordon L. ‘‘Box’’ Bocher, 
United States Air Force, retired. Specifically, 
I’d like to recognize his recent essay based 
upon his experiences during the Vietnam War. 
A resident of New Jersey, Maj. Gordon L. 
‘‘Box’’ Bocher served in the United States Air 
Force from January of 1968 until June of 
1980. 

From February of 1972 until February of 
1973, Gordon. served in the 16th Special Op-
erations Squadron as a Fire Control Officer 
(FCO) assigned to fly the AC–130A Gunship. 
During that year, he flew over 170 combat sor-
ties. He was in-theatre when the armistice was 
signed in Paris on January 27, 1973. While 
compiling research for his book and doing 
speaking tours, Gordon found a great deal of 
misinformation regarding the last year of the 
Vietnam War. He felt compelled to tell his 
story through an informative essay detailing 
his experiences. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey are 
tremendously honored to have Maj. Gordon L. 
‘‘Box’’ Bocher, Ret. as a dedicated member of 
our community. It is because of his honorable 
service to our nation, his dedication to his 
community, and his work to honor the memory 
of all who served alongside with him, that I 
rise to recognize his scholarly contributions 
before the United State House of Representa-
tives. 

f 

EMBRACING AUTISM 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
transitioning into adulthood from high school to 
college can be a difficult time for anyone. Bal-
ancing things such as what classes to take for 
your major, meeting new people, and finding 
time to study can be overwhelming. Now 
imagine doing all of those things while having 
autism. 

Shaelynn ‘‘Shae’’ Castle was initially diag-
nosed with attention-deficit/hyperactivity dis-
order in elementary school. It wasn’t until mid-
dle school when she was properly diagnosed 
with autism. Shae struggled socially and aca-
demically, but with the support of her family 
and the Humble ISD Mosaic Program, she 
worked hard to learn the skills to advocate for 
herself. 

The Mosaic Program helps people with dis-
abilities from ages 18 to 21 transition from 
high school to become more independent 
adults. While attending Mosaic, students have 
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the option of participating in programs at Lone 
Star College-Kingwood. They are taught about 
the disability services that are available and 
the accommodations to support them in class. 
With guidance, these students have the option 
to be successful college students. 

At the age of 23, Shae graduated from Lone 
Star College-Kingwood on May 12 of this year 
with an associate’s degree in education. She 
has big plans for her future. She does not let 
her diagnosis limit or define her. Shae utilizes 
the advocacy skills she learned to help stu-
dents at Whispering Pines Elementary School, 
where she works as a tutor for special needs 
students. She intends on paying it forward by 
becoming a math teacher who helps special 
needs students like herself. When asked why 
she wants to be a special needs teacher, 
Shae replied ‘‘My experiences help me to help 
other children who are struggling. I can say to 
them, ‘I know what you’re going through.’ ’’ 

Despite a large obstacle, Shae has em-
braced her uniqueness and always finds a 
way to accomplish her goals. She has the 
strength and willingness to overcome, and that 
is a quality that not all people possess. Con-
gratulations, Shae, on all that you have ac-
complished and the best of luck with con-
quering the professional world. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the Chamber on Tues-
day, June 5, 2018. Had I been present, I 
would have voted yea on Roll Call votes 231, 
232, and 233. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ROB WIDMER 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Rob Widmer, 
who will retire this month after more than 
twenty-two years of service to Heartland Com-
munity College in Bloomington-Normal. 

Rob has been in higher education for over 
forty years—half of which he spent with Heart-
land. He joined the college in 1996, serving as 
the vice president of business services until 
2013, when he began his role as Heartland’s 
third president. I can attest that he has been 
a great advocate for community colleges and 
technical education. 

During his time there, Heartland expanded 
into one of Central Illinois’ primary institutions 
for workforce development and is now among 
the state’s most renowned community col-
leges. 

This week, the newly-revitalized quad at 
Heartland’s campus will be dedicated as the 
Rob Widmer Quad, in recognition of Rob’s 
service to the school. 

While he plans to travel and spend time with 
his four sons and ten grandchildren, I know 
Rob will continue serving the Bloomington- 
Normal community with his time and talents. 

Congratulations, Rob, and best wishes on 
this new chapter of life. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MARTHA 
PEEK UPON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Martha Lyon Peek upon her retirement 
as the Superintendent of the Mobile County 
Public School System. 

Martha Peek, a native of Bayou La Batre, 
Alabama, has worked in the Mobile County 
School System for over forty years. Through-
out her four decades, she has served as a 
teacher, principal, assistant superintendent, 
and deputy superintendent. Notably, she was 
the first female superintendent to serve in the 
180-year history of the Mobile County Public 
School System. 

Her career in education follows behind a 
line of her family members who have been 
continuously serving in the Mobile County 
School System since 1908. She represents 
the third generation in her family to work in 
education, and her career carried on an impor-
tant family tradition. 

Martha Peek was formally named Super-
intendent in July 2012 after serving as Deputy 
Superintendent since 2008. Prior to that, she 
was Assistant Superintendent for Academic 
Affairs, Executive Director of School Improve-
ment and Accountability, and Principal at 
Dixon Elementary School. Her career in edu-
cation started in 1972 as an elementary teach-
er at Alba School before she went on to work 
at Fonvielle Elementary School and Brookley 
Elementary School. 

During her tenure, Martha Peek oversaw the 
largest school system in the State of Alabama 
with over 56,000 students. She successfully 
changed the perception of Mobile schools, im-
proved test scores, and increased the gradua-
tion rate. She should also take great pride in 
the strides she made in establishing signature 
academies to help connect students with the 
skills they need to thrive in the local work-
force. 

Beyond her work in the school system, she 
is an involved community and civic member. 
She serves as a board member for the United 
Way of Southwest Alabama and Junior 
Achievement of Mobile and as a representa-
tive on the American Heart Association’s Na-
tional Superintendent Roundtable. Additionally, 
she is a member of the Leadership Alabama 
Class XXVI. In 2015, AL.com recognized her 
as one of the Women Who Shape the State 
of Alabama. 

On behalf of Alabama’s First Congressional 
District and the countless students she im-
pacted throughout her remarkable career, I 
wish Martha Peek, and her husband, Tyler, all 
the best upon her retirement. Her legacy will 
live on in the Mobile County Public School 
System for years to come. 

2018 HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
RESEARCH CONFERENCE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when the 
Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan 
sailed westward past South America, he was 
struck by the serenity of the waters that lay 
before him. He then proclaimed this body of 
water Pacı́fico, meaning ‘‘peaceful.’’ 

This Pacific Ocean was thus a fitting back-
drop for a meeting of a group of people at-
tempting to bring peace into the lives of those 
affected by human trafficking. 

Last month, the Human Trafficking Radar 
Research and Data Roundtable hosted their 
annual Human Trafficking Research Con-
ference. Overlooking the Pacific Ocean from 
their venue in Point Loma, California, individ-
uals committed to ending human trafficking 
gathered to discuss and share important re-
search and ideas. 

The featured speakers of the conference in-
cluded accomplished academics and profes-
sionals, leaders in their fields to combat 
human trafficking. Two of the speakers, how-
ever, delivered a strong message by their 
mere presence together at the conference. 

Ebony Jones suffered sexual abuse as a 
young girl. Soon after her eighteenth birthday, 
she found herself a victim of modern day slav-
ery. Since escaping her trafficker, she has be-
come a strong advocate for victims of human 
trafficking. Motivated by her own personal ex-
perience, Jones has worked to spread her 
message, people outside of low-income back-
grounds are not immune to exploitation by 
traffickers. 

Armand King once spent time behind bars 
for his life of crime, trafficking young women. 
But now, he’s left his former life behind him. 
Armand is co-founder of Paving Great Fu-
tures, an organization that strives to drive at- 
risk individuals from a life of crime to opportu-
nities of legitimate, respectable professions. 
King says he was lucky to be alive, and he 
relishes the opportunity to provide a unique 
and important perspective on human traf-
ficking at the conference. 

Together, near the very spot where the first 
Europeans landed in California several hun-
dred years ago, Armand and Ebony urged the 
conference to pursue a new beginning: a 
world without human trafficking. 

Mr. Speaker, America needs more individ-
uals like Ebony Jones and Armand King com-
ing together to discuss ways in which we can 
reduce or eliminate human trafficking alto-
gether. This scourge on humanity traumatizes 
the lives of thousands of people around the 
world, and their perspectives and support are 
a valuable asset as we continue the fight 
against this heinous crime. 

Above all, Armand and Ebony strive to bring 
to the world what Magellan saw in those se-
rene waters all those years ago: peace. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and not present for one roll call 
vote on Wednesday, June 6, 2018. Had I 
been present, I would have voted in the fol-
lowing manner: 

Roll Call Vote No. 237—Motion to Recom-
mit with Instructions—Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2018—YES. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MARCY RAWITSCHER 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Marcy 
Rawitscher, who will retire this spring after 
teaching for 28 years at Souhegan High 
School in Amherst, New Hampshire. 

Marcy is a resident of Amherst, and is a dis-
tinguished graduate of both Middlebury Col-
lege and Harvard University. Marcy has 
served as a mentor and inspiration for count-
less students during her years at Souhegan 
High School. Through Marcy’s leadership, she 
founded the Eastern Studies elective program 
and the World Studies Program for Souhegan 
11th grade students. Marcy was once even a 
contestant on ‘‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire’’ 
television program during Teachers’ Week. 

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s Second Congressional District, I thank 
Marcy for her many years of service and being 
a part of what makes the Granite State’s pub-
lic schools so special. Her legacy of teaching 
will continue through the countless students 
she has inspired. I am honored to recognize 
and congratulate Marcy on her retirement and 
wish her the best of luck in the years ahead. 

f 

S. 2155, THE ECONOMIC GROWTH, 
REGULATORY RELIEF, AND CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to S. 2155 because it will under-
mine critical safeguards that protect con-
sumers, communities, and the country from 
another financial crisis. In the wake of the fi-
nancial crisis of 2008, Congress passed the 
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act, comprehensive legisla-
tion aimed at curbing the risky behavior of big 
banks and predatory lenders. Many commu-
nities in Oregon and around the country are 
still recovering from the Great Recession, and 
we should not roll back the regulatory safe-
guards that are allowing our economy to re-
bound. 

As a former consumer protection attorney, I 
am deeply troubled by the data breaches that 
have affected people across the country. Just 

last year, the credit-reporting agency Equifax 
allowed the sensitive information of 148 million 
Americans to be exposed in a data breach. In-
dividuals were urged to enroll in free credit 
monitoring, and to consider placing a freeze 
on their credit. Instead of providing further pro-
tections to the millions of people who were af-
fected, this bill will harm them by preempting 
state credit freeze laws. We should be 
strengthening consumer rights, not weakening 
them. 

The bill also undermines the Home Mort-
gage Disclosure Act (HMDA), which requires 
lenders to report on key data regarding home- 
mortgage lending in underserved communities. 
In 2015, the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau finalized a rule that requires lenders 
provide detailed HMDA data about their loan 
practices to better understand the gaps in ac-
cess to credit that exist. This bill expands the 
existing reporting requirement exemption for 
certain financial institutions, and would exempt 
nearly 5,400 banks from reporting that data. 
As long as underserved communities continue 
to struggle to access home loans, we should 
continue to collect the data necessary to shed 
light on the gaps in accessibility. 

S. 2155 does include certain provisions to 
help consumers, including a provision making 
it easier for financial professionals to identify 
and report instances of financial fraud against 
seniors, and a provision to require the Social 
Security Administration to combat identity 
fraud. The bill also provides much-needed reg-
ulatory relief to our credit unions and commu-
nity banks. These institutions were not engag-
ing in the risky and speculative behavior that 
led to the recession, and they have always 
served an important role in our cities and 
towns. The bill also provides tools for commu-
nity banks and credit unions to work with cus-
tomers who are victims of data breaches. Al-
though I support these commonsense reforms, 
the bill ultimately will undermine consumer 
protections, not bolster them. I urge my col-
leagues to oppose the legislation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KERN RIVER VAL-
LEY HEALTHCARE DISTRICT 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the 
Kern River Valley Healthcare District. 

Nestled in the rolling hills of the southern Si-
erra Nevada mountain range in Kern County, 
California, the Kern River Valley Healthcare 
District was established in 1967 to serve the 
towns of Kernville, Lake Isabella, Wofford 
Heights, and many other communities that call 
the Kern River Valley home. Over the years, 
the District has grown with the community it 
serves, providing care for an area that once 
numbered in the thousands to now playing an 
integral role in a community with a population 
now in the tens of thousands. 

The Kern Valley Hospital forms the core of 
the District’s services. Recognized as a small 
rural hospital, Kern Valley Hospital offers both 
inpatient and outpatient services, capable of 
hosting up to 27 patients in its Acute Care 
Unit at a time. The hospital also has a robust 

skilled nursing program, offering classes, ac-
tivities, and 24-hour care for up to 74 patients. 
To keep at the forefront of a rapidly-devel-
oping field, the hospital has recently begun of-
fering telemedicine to provide its patients the 
best treatment at the greatest convenience. 

The work accomplished in the District would 
not be possible without the assistance of the 
Hospital Foundation and Auxiliary, which was 
established shortly after the hospital’s incep-
tion in 1968. The Pink Ladies and Blue Guys 
of the Auxiliary help make the work of the Dis-
trict possible, investing countless volunteer 
hours as companions to hospital residents, as 
behind-the-counter volunteers at the hospital 
gift shop and the Lake Isabella Thrift Store, 
and as community fundraisers so that the hos-
pital can purchase new equipment to better 
provide for the community it serves. These 
men and women view each other more as 
family than colleagues, united not out of obli-
gation, but out of a genuine love of the hos-
pital, its mission, and the Kern River Valley 
community. Since 2004, the Auxiliary has 
raised nearly $2 million for the Kern Valley 
Hospital, helping and saving countless lives. 

I would like to thank District Board Chair-
man David Derr, along with Board Members 
Kathryn Knight, John Blythe, Barbara Casas, 
and Charlie Busch, as well as the doctors, 
nurses, staff, and volunteers that have made 
the Kern River Valley Healthcare District the 
cornerstone of the community that it is today. 
The success and local support enjoyed by the 
District is a testament to its key role in the 
community, and I look forward to seeing the 
District continue to serve the Kern River Valley 
for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me to celebrate 50 years of service on 
behalf of the Kern River Valley Healthcare 
District and to wish the District another 50 
years of continued success. 

f 

KINGWOOD PARK BASEBALL— 
STATE BOUND 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
Kingwood Park Panthers are heading to the 
Texas UIL State 5A Baseball Championship 
for the first time in program history. It was a 
resounding game 3 win over Tomball Memo-
rial this past weekend in College Station that 
sealed the Region III Championship. They will 
head to Dell Diamond Stadium in Round 
Rock, Texas to face off the V.R. Eaton Eagles 
this Thursday. 

Coach Bruce Cox came to Kingwood Park 5 
years ago talking about playing at the Dell Di-
amond. He has had faith in his community 
since day one and has pushed the team to 
play like every game is a championship game. 
Coach Cox started out this season by inten-
tionally scheduling five games against 6A 
schools ranked in the top 25 in the state. 12 
of the 15 out-of-district games were against 
6A teams. Coach Cox knew that the Panthers 
would quickly learn to handle the competition, 
and it certainly paid off. The Panthers have 
played this entire season with heart, grit, and 
respect for the game. 

Kingwood Park senior Bryson Jackson has 
signed to play both football and baseball for 
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Texas Christian University. Jackson had the 
chance to enroll early and start practicing with 
the football team in Fort Worth, but instead 
decided to stay to help the Panthers make his-
tory. It was Bryson Jackson that hit a three- 
run home run against Tomball Memorial that 
clinched the team’s trip to State. 

It’s been a tough season for the Panthers 
with many tough opponents. One of the tough-
er games was against Santa Fe High School; 
just over 24 hours after 10 lives were lost at 
Santa Fe High School. The Kingwood Park 
Panthers stepped off the bus wearing ‘‘Santa 
Fe Strong’’ warm-up shirts. After the game, 
the Panthers presented the shirts to the Santa 
Fe players after every player hugged the en-
tire team. It was an emotional game that 
meant so much more than baseball. One of 
the Panthers, Jason Rendon, said ‘‘We played 
the strongest team in Texas, and now we play 
for them.’’ 

No matter what the outcome of this week-
end might be, these boys have shown true 
class and have represented the Kingwood 
community well. So this weekend, head to the 
Dell Diamond and support the Kingwood Park 
Panthers as they fight for the State Champion-
ship title. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING COMMUNITY CHAMPION 
GRACE BEAL 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize a young lady from my 
congressional district, 16-year-old Grace Beal. 
Grace is the daughter of David and Corri Beal 
and the older sister of Eliza and Lucy Beal. 
Grace is a Sophomore in High School but has 
proven herself to be wise beyond her years 
and honorable in every sense of the word. 

In 2009, when Grace was just 7 years old, 
her youngest sister Lucy died of a congenital 
heart disease. The loss of 11-month-old Lucy 
was an absolute tragedy that devastated the 
entire Beal family and led to a painful mourn-
ing period. However, in the midst of grief, 
Grace developed a sincere desire to honor 
Lucy’s memory and make a difference for 
those who will unfortunately experience similar 
circumstances. 

When Grace reflects on Lucy’s journey she 
is reminded of the hardships but also recalls 
the kindness and compassion her family re-
ceived from the Children’s Hospital of Pitts-
burgh (CHP). Even after all of these years, 
Grace is quick to praise the Children’s Hos-
pital of Pittsburgh and applaud their unwaver-
ing dedication to patients and families in need 
of support. Therefore, beginning in fourth 
grade, Grace decided to express her apprecia-
tion by organizing a book drive which resulted 
in a donation of 600 books to the Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh Library. The following 
year, while in fifth grade, Grace came up with 
the fundraising idea ‘‘Laps for Lucy’’ through 
her swim team, which raised over $3,400 for 
Child Life at the Children’s Hospital of Pitts-
burgh. Grace continued to create new initia-
tives and once again, in sixth grade, she 
hosted ‘‘Lovies for Lucy’’ by collecting over 
150 blankets for the Children’s Home of Pitts-

burgh, another facility that played an influential 
role in Lucy’s journey. 

By seventh grade, Grace created ‘‘Layups 
for Lucy’’ which initially began as a 3-on-3 
basketball tournament but has developed into 
much more. Now an annual event, Layups for 
Lucy has raised over $70,000 and continues 
to evolve and prosper each year. Grace was 
invigorated by raising money and helping oth-
ers, which led to her decision to create a 
Layups for Lucy fund and become a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. Grace is quick to at-
tribute the success of the event to the involve-
ment of her friends and family, Neshannock 
High School students and staff, and members 
of the New Castle community who have been 
actively involved and extremely generous. 

In addition to her philanthropic involvement, 
Grace is a member of her high school 
volleyball and basketball teams, she serves as 
a student government representative, partici-
pates in various academic clubs and has been 
selected to National Honor Society. Grace’s 
community involvement and exceptional vol-
unteerism have caught the attention of many 
and inevitably led to several prestigious hon-
ors. Grace was a 2018 Distinguished Finalist 
for the Prudential Spirt of Community Award, 
a 2016 Jefferson Award finalist for the Most 
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year, the recipi-
ent of the Lancer Pride and Promise Award 
and she qualified to receive the prestigious 
President’s Volunteer Service Award. 

In sum, Grace displayed resilience in the 
face of adversity. She turned her pain into 
passion and created a commitment to helping 
others. Grace has demonstrated outstanding 
civic and charitable responsibility and has 
thrived as a leader, encouraging others to get 
involved and give back. Although she has al-
ready accomplished so much, Grace has no 
plans to slow down now. Grace is energized 
by helping others and she will continue to 
strive for greatness and uplift those in need, 
however necessary. 

In serving her community, the Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh, and the memory of her 
sister Lucy, Grace is an absolute inspiration. 
Her compassion and generosity have posi-
tively influenced the lives of many and will 
continue to do so for years to come. There-
fore, on behalf of the Third Congressional Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania, I would like to express 
sincere gratitude and appreciation to Grace 
Beal, an admirable young lady, a selfless indi-
vidual, and a true Community Champion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PAT VOLKMAR 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Pat Volkmar, a middle school teacher 
in Great Falls, whose passion for education 
takes his students beyond the classroom and 
into the business world. 

Through support from the Great Falls com-
munity, Pat Volkmar launched and advises 
Grizz Biz, a program that provides students 
with opportunities to learn valuable skills, op-
erate a business, and earn a paycheck. 

Middle school students, young men and 
women from 12 to 14 years old, run every as-
pect of Grizz Biz, including hiring, production, 

marketing, management, and accounting. Stu-
dents develop important trade skills, including 
woodworking, engraving, and ceramics. 

Those wishing to join Grizz Biz must pre-
pare and submit resumes as well as interview 
with their peers. 

The program provides the next generation 
with experience they will carry with them into 
their future careers and endeavors. They de-
velop entrepreneurial and leadership skills as 
well as confidence for opportunities beyond 
the classroom. 

Grizz Biz will build on its success at North 
Middle School by expanding to East Middle 
School next school year. Pat Volkmar is the 
driving force behind it all. 

For his commitment to create a unique, val-
uable education experience and the countless 
hours he spends inspiring young Montanans, I 
recognize Pat Volkmar for representing the 
spirit of Montana. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL PHILLIP J. 
DEPPERT 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Colonel Phillip J. Deppert for his 28 
years of military service and congratulate him 
on his retirement. COL Deppert assumed 
command of the Defense Language Institute 
Foreign Language Center (DLIFLC) in Mon-
terey, California in 2015 and has served this 
post and our community with distinction. COL 
Deppert’s accomplished career is an inspira-
tion, and I am honored to recognize his serv-
ice to our country and our community on the 
central coast of California. 

COL Deppert entered active duty in 1990 
with the 82d Airborne Division in Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. In 1994, he transferred to the 
Military Intelligence Corps and served in the 
Republic of Korea as a Battalion Intelligence 
Officer and in the United States (1995–1998) 
as the Group Military Intelligence Detachment 
Commander and Group Senior Intelligence Of-
ficer. During this time, COL Deppert took part 
in numerous Special Operations assignments 
where he supported the Geographic Combat-
ant Commanders’ worldwide contingency plan-
ning tasks. 

COL Deppert then completed Command 
and General Staff College and served as the 
chief, Division Analysis and Control Element, 
and Military Intelligence Battalion Operations 
Officer for the U.S. Army’s 25th Infantry Divi-
sion (2003–2005). During this time, COL 
Deppert served in Afghanistan during Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. He was then trans-
ferred to U.S. Special Operations Command 
Headquarters where he served as the Special 
Operations Branch Chief and as the first Di-
rector of Intelligence for the U.S. Special Op-
erations Command Interagency Task Force. 
COL Deppert then became the U.S. Army’s 
4th Infantry Division Senior Intelligence Officer 
when he served in Iraq during Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and New Dawn. 

After an assignment as the Deputy Mission 
manager in Mexico, COL Deppert earned a 
Master of Arts Degree in National Security and 
Strategic Studies from the U.S. Naval War 
College. COL Deppert then served as the 
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Chief of Staff and the Deputy Commander of 
Joint Task Force North before coming to the 
Monterey Bay and assuming command of 
DLIFLC. During his tenure at DLIFLC, COL 
Deppert was diligent in strengthening relation-
ships between the Army and the community 
stakeholders that surround DLIFLC. COL 
Deppert has inspired those around him, in-
cluding his wife and family, who have stead-
fastly supported his service in our nation’s 
armed forces. COL Deppert and his family 
embody the principle of selfless service to a 
higher calling, and set an example for us all. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating COL Deppert on his well-earned retire-
ment and thanking him for his many years of 
dedicated service to our country. My district is 
fortunate to have had the Deppert family work-
ing and residing in the Monterey Bay area, 
and I am delighted that they will remain on the 
Central Coast after COL Deppert’s retirement. 

f 

KINGWOOD HIGH SCHOOL—NEXT 
GENERATION OF LIFESAVERS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this past 
year, the Houston area suffered a historic hur-
ricane. My Congressional district was ham-
mered by this flood. Hurricane Harvey left tre-
mendous destruction in its wake. Kingwood 
High School was destroyed. But, the good 
folks at Humble Independent School District 
immediately went to work and the students re-
turned to their newly renovated school this 
past spring. The people of Texas are a resil-
ient bunch. The entire community pulled to-
gether, determined to put the school back to-
gether. There have been countless donations 
given by very generous folks in the Kingwood 
community. Now with the help of Memorial 
Hermann Northeast Hospital, Kingwood High 
School is one step closer to normalcy. 

After learning that Kingwood High School 
had lost their CPR Training Kits due to flood-
ing, Memorial Hermann Northeast Hospital do-
nated two CPR in Schools Training Kits. The 
donation was an extension of the Memorial 
Hermann Northeast sponsorship of the 2018 
Greater Lake Houston Heart Walk. 

The CPR in Schools Training Kit was cre-
ated by the American Heart Association. 
About 90 percent of people who suffer out-of- 
hospital cardiac arrests die. CPR can double 
a person’s chance of survival, especially if 
performed immediately. It is the hope that the 
distribution of such kits to schools can help 
improve survival rates from sudden cardiac ar-
rest through the coordination of proper CPR 
training. This curriculum is taught to both mid-
dle schools and high schools across the coun-
try. The American Heart Association is helping 
prepare more students, teachers, and families 
to save lives with the CPR in Schools Cur-
riculum Training Kit. The kits are designed 
specifically for educational environments and 
can be facilitated by anyone. Each kit contains 
everything required to train 10 to 20 students 
in CPR in just under 30 minutes. 

Kingwood High School nursing staff and the 
Student Council organizes the training. Sen-
iors were given two opportunities to take CPR 
training before graduation. Thanks to Memorial 

Herman, Kingwood High School was able to 
train over 380 seniors using the two CPR in 
Schools Kits. 

Because of Memorial Hermann Northeast 
Hospital, those 380 seniors have been given 
this lifesaving skill that was not as easily avail-
able to them before. These training kits will be 
used for years to come, training the next gen-
eration of lifesavers. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR H.R. 
1026—NORTH COUNTRY NATIONAL 
SCENIC TRAIL ROUTE ADJUST-
MENT ACT 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I am grateful the 
House recently passed H.R.1026, the North 
Country National Scenic Trail Route Adjust-
ment Act under suspension of the rules by 
voice vote. My office received a number of let-
ters in support of H.R. 1026 I am including. in 
the RECORD. 

Specifically, we received letters from the 
North Country Trail Association, the American 
Hiking Society, and the Partnership for the Na-
tional Trails System. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to timely action 
in the U.S. Senate to ensure enactment of this 
bipartisan, commonsense measure before the 
end of the 115th Congress. 

PARTNERSHIP FOR THE 
NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM, 

Madison, WI, June 1, 2018. 
Re H.R. 1026. 

DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: We urge your 
support for the passage of H.R. 1026, the 
North Country National Scenic Trail Route 
Adjustment Act, which is scheduled for a 
floor vote in the House on June 5th. 

We ask this on behalf of: 
Local communities in northeastern Min-

nesota and Vermont directly affected by this 
bill, in order that they enjoy the many eco-
nomic, recreational and quality of life bene-
fits through this designation of a National 
Scenic Trail passing through their commu-
nities. 

The North Country Trail community—now 
representing over 50,000 hikers, trail builders 
and trail maintainers—who have worked 
tirelessly for over 15 years to finally see this 
legislation passed. 

The hundreds of thousands of American 
families who use the North Country National 
Scenic Trail to enjoy the many health, rec-
reational, and family values benefits of hik-
ing on a National Trail, and being connected 
with others who call America’s northern 
heartlands home. 

The millions of Americans who annually 
are refreshed, invigorated, educated, and in-
spired thru their journeys on our 30 National 
Scenic and Historic Trails throughout Amer-
ica. 

This simple bill corrects an oversight per-
petuated in the original 1980 authorization of 
the North Country National Scenic Trail, ad-
justs its authorized mileage to the more ac-
curate number and saves money by replacing 
the far more costly original route in Min-
nesota that required traversing wetlands 
with world class trail that is mostly already 
constructed. 

In honor of this 50th Anniversary Year of 
the National Trails System our community 
of trail makers and trail users requests your 

support of H.R. 1026 to fully realize the pub-
lic benefit envisioned by Congress for the 
North Country National Scenic Trail. We 
hope we can count on you. 

Sincerely, 
GARY WERNER, 
Executive Director. 

AMERICAN HIKING SOCIETY, 
Silver Spring, MD, June 5, 2018. 

Re American Hiking Society Urges Support 
of H.R. 1026. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: As we celebrate the 
50th Anniversary of the National Trails Sys-
tem Act and work to realize the completion 
and connection of our National Trails Sys-
tem, American Hiking Society strongly sup-
ports the passage of H.R. 1026, the North 
Country National Scenic Trail Route Adjust-
ment Act. This bill seeks to fully realize the 
original vision for the North Country Na-
tional Scenic Trail (NCNST) by rerouting 
the trail between Jay Cooke State Park and 
Chippewa National Forest in Minnesota and 
extending the trail from its current end in 
Crown Point, New York, to connect with the 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail in 
Vermont. 

H.R. 1026 is enthusiastically supported by 
the national hiking community at large and 
especially by the trail’s surrounding commu-
nities and townships. The legislation is also 
supported by the entire Minnesota congres-
sional delegation. This trail provides a 
‘‘close to home’’ park for millions of Ameri-
cans and offers low-cost recreational oppor-
tunities for families, children, the elderly, 
and others. It’s completion and connection 
to similar trails would greatly enhance these 
opportunities and fulfill Congress’s vision for 
this trail when it first authorized it. 

The economic impact of this trail and the 
improved economic activity it would gen-
erate if completed and connected with other 
highly trafficked trails would be significant. 
According to the Outdoor Industry Associa-
tion, trails in America accounted for $201 bil-
lion in annual spending in 2017 and were re-
sponsible for 1.7 million jobs. Much of this 
spending takes place in small communities 
along each of the trails, communities for 
which this income is substantial, meaning-
ful, and will remain local. Many of the jobs 
trails create can’t be exported offshore: 
guides and outfitters, hotel staff and 
restauranteurs, and numerous others di-
rectly benefit the community in which they 
reside. 

In response to some concerns raised about 
an expansion of the federal footprint, AHS 
notes that, in a cost estimate prepared by 
the CBO, the CBO stated; ‘‘ongoing costs to 
develop, manage, and maintain the added 
property would be negligible.’’ How often can 
Congress approve a project where the brunt 
of the hard work is taken on by volunteers? 
And where the volunteers themselves along 
with nonprofit partners fund raise to support 
those efforts? 

These trails are more than just an eco-
nomic engine. Since our nation’s founding, 
the outdoors have been a distinctive part of 
our American heritage and trails such as the 
NCNST are integral to that. Whether it’s a 
family out for a hike on a nearby trail or as 
the returning veteran walking off the war, 
Americans continue to seek places for out-
door recreation, a connection to nature, and 
healthy exercise. Thanks to Congress, just 
such a place exists in the NCNST. Now we 
ask Congress to finish what was begun fifty 
years ago, allow the volunteers to get to 
doing what they do so well, and at long last 
begin the completion of one of America’s 
greatest National Scenic Trails. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:05 Jun 08, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K07JN8.010 E07JNPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E795 June 7, 2018 
Please contact Tyler Ray, Director of Pol-

icy and Advocacy with any questions or for 
additional information. 

Sincerely, 
TYLER RAY, 

Director of Policy and Advocacy. 

NORTH COUNTRY TRAIL ASSOCIATION, 
Lowell, MI, May 31, 2018. 

RE H.R. 1026. 
DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: We urge your 

support for the passage of H.R. 1026, the 
North Country National Scenic Trail Route 
Adjustment Act, which is scheduled for a 
floor vote in the House on June 5th. 

We ask this on behalf of: 
Local communities in northeastern Min-

nesota and Vermont directly affected by this 
bill, in order that they enjoy the many eco-
nomic, recreational and quality of life bene-
fits through this designation of a National 
Scenic Trail passing through their commu-
nities. 

The North Country Trail community—now 
representing over 50,000 hikers, trail builders 
and trail maintainers—who have worked 
tirelessly for over 15 years to finally see this 
legislation passed. 

The hundreds of thousands of American 
families who use the North Country National 
Scenic Trail to enjoy the many health, rec-
reational and family values benefits of hik-
ing on a National Trail, and being connected 
with others who call America’s northern 
heartlands home. 

This simple bill corrects an oversight per-
petuated in the original 1980 authorization of 
the North Country National Scenic Trail, ad-
justs its authorized mileage to the more ac-
curate number and in fact saves money by 
replacing the far more costly original route 
in Minnesota that required traversing wet-
lands with world class trail that is mostly 
already constructed. 

Using a proven approach based on a public/ 
private partnership that leverages the public 
benefit with both sweat equity and private 
funding, our community needs your support 
of H.R. 1026 to fully realize the public benefit 
envisioned by Congress for the North Coun-
try National Scenic Trail. We hope we can 
count on you. 

Sincerely, 
ANDREA KETCHMARK, 

Executive Director. 

f 

FALLEN WARRIORS MEMORIAL 
GALLERY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on the wall 
in my offices in Washington and Texas, hang 
pictures, faces, of fallen Texas warriors. These 
pictures remind all those who visit that free-
dom comes with a price. One man in south-
eastern Texas is commemorating the memory 
of these brave men and women in a unique 
way. 

Ken Pridgeon has a deep respect for the 
military. He served ten years in the Air Force 
as an electronics technician, until retiring from 
the military with a profound appreciation for 
the sacrifices made by our men and women in 
uniform. 

During his time in the service, he developed 
his talents as an artist, transforming Sepia 
tone family pictures into color photos during 
deployments for his brothers-in-arms. During a 
time when he was stationed in Florida, he was 

even lucky enough to take an art class run by 
American legend Norman Rockwall. 

His artistic abilities led to him taking a job 
as a billboard artist in the Houston area after 
his retirement from the Air Force. Suspended 
65 feet above the road, Ken painted advertise-
ments on roadside billboards for decades. It 
was perilous work, but Pridgeon became a 
master of his profession. 

Ken’s high esteem for America’s servicemen 
never left him and eventually inspired him to 
pursue a new project that would combine this 
respect with his artistic side. Compelled to 
commemorate the sacrifice of fallen U.S. 
members of the military in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, he began to paint portraits of Texans 
who gave their lives in defense of our country 
in those conflicts. 

What started as merely a side project turned 
into a full-time calling, as Ken began expand-
ing his collection to servicemen outside of 
Texas. To date, he has painted 200 portraits 
of fallen American warriors. He donates a print 
of each portrait to the family of the portrayed, 
and he tries to consult them in creating each 
piece so that he can add personal touches to 
the painting. Ken often spends up to fourteen 
hours a day painting, beginning before the 
crack of dawn and ending well after sundown. 

Ken began displaying these portraits in a 
gallery in Baytown, Texas, his hometown. Re-
cently, he relocated his works to the newly 
opened Fallen Warriors Memorial gallery on 
Cutten Road in Houston. These portraits com-
plement the nearby Fallen Warriors Memorial, 
and now visitors can come face to face with 
some of the fallen servicemen honored by the 
memorial in Ken’s gallery. 

Mr. Speaker, General George Patton once 
said, ‘‘While we mourn the loss of such men, 
we should thank God that such men ever 
lived.’’ Ken Pridgeon’s paintings provide a fit-
ting tribute to our country’s fallen warriors, a 
rare breed of Americans. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN HONOR OF COMMAND SER-
GEANT MAJOR MATTHEW T. 
BRADY 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to recognize the service of my personal 
hero, my brother, Command Sergeant Major 
Matthew Thomas Brady. 

Over thirty-five years ago, Matt began his 
military career when he enlisted in the U.S. 
Army National Guard. After completing his 
basic training at Fort Dix in New Jersey, Matt 
continued to expand his skill set with Combat 
Engineer Training at Fort Leonard Wood in 
Missouri and Combat Medic Training at Fort 
Sam Houston in the great state of Texas. 

While serving in the National Guard, Matt 
earned his Bachelor’s Degree, and upon his 
graduation, he began his active-duty military 
service in the U.S. Army. Always willing to go 
where there was a need, Matt’s service has 
taken him across the United States and 
around the world, from postings in Colorado 
and Alaska to South Korea and Germany. 
Matt has served with valor and distinction in 
multiple conflicts, including Operation Desert 

Shield, Operation Desert Storm, and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. 

Matt’s distinguished service has not gone 
unrecognized. He has earned countless 
awards and honors, including the Legion of 
Merit with two oak leaf clusters, the Bronze 
Star with an oak leaf cluster, the Army Com-
mendation Medal with three oak leaf clusters, 
the Southwest Asia Service Medal with three 
Bronze Stars, the Operation Iraqi Freedom 
Medal with two Bronze Stars, and many oth-
ers. 

Our mother, Nancy, inspired us to have 
faith, always be optimistic, and to give back. 
Matt turned this advice into a creed that he 
followed throughout his storied military career. 
From his time as a medic to his current role 
as Command Sergeant Major of the Regional 
Health Command—Atlantic, Matt has spent 
most of his career managing healthcare sys-
tems to care for our wounded warriors and 
treat our active duty service members. 

After thirty-six years of military service, Matt 
will begin his hard-earned and well-deserved 
retirement on September 30, 2018. My brother 
represents the best of what this country has to 
offer. Matt; his wife, Christina; and their tWo 
children, Matthew and Caitlin, have given so 
much over the years, and I could not be 
prouder to pay tribute to my little brother—my 
hero—and honor his decades of selfless, dedi-
cated service to our family and our country. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE STUDENTS 
HELPING YOUNG STUDENTS ACT 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to re-introduce the Students Helping 
Young Students Act. This important and bipar-
tisan legislation would provide an additional 
pathway to enable students to work their way 
through college, while at the same time en-
hancing the afterschool opportunities of their 
younger peers. 

The Students Helping Young Students Act 
would incorporate work at afterschool pro-
grams into the Federal Work-Study program. 
Encouraging students enrolled in higher edu-
cation to work with vulnerable younger stu-
dents is a win-win, expanding opportunities for 
students at colleges and universities to partici-
pate in afterschool programs for at-risk youth. 
The bill creates new paths to achievement and 
opportunities for students at all levels, a com-
monsense way to improve our nation’s edu-
cation system. 

The hours between 3 p.m.—7 p.m., when 
children are out of school but parents are not 
yet home from work, can be a critical time for 
children, families, and communities. Mentoring 
and afterschool programs can play a key role 
in filling this gap. Unfortunately, too few at-risk 
students have the opportunity to participate in 
these programs. While not a panacea, after-
school and mentoring programs have been as-
sociated with improved educational outcomes, 
reduced negative behaviors, increased school 
attendance, and improved social and emo-
tional development. 

At the same time, as college costs continue 
to rise, the Federal Work-Study program pro-
vides a key source of financing for students to 
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attain a degree. Since 2000, colleges and uni-
versities participating in Work-Study have 
been required to use a portion of their federal 
funding allocation for community service jobs. 
While a variety of community service opportu-
nities can meet this requirement, many effec-
tive afterschool programs are not eligible. 
Under this legislation, these programs would 
become eligible for this existing allocation, en-
couraging students to participate in the pro-
grams. 

By making it easier for college students to 
help their younger peers through afterschool 
programs, students of all ages—as well as the 
schools they attend—come out ahead. I urge 
Congress to pass the Students Helping Young 
Students Act. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE 
GANNENMONO 

HON. COLLEEN HANABUSA 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 150th anniversary of the arrival of 
the gannenmono, the first Japanese immi-
grants to Hawaii. 

On June 20, 1868, the first Japanese immi-
grants to Hawaii landed in Honolulu harbor. 
The Hawaiian government had asked its con-
sul in Japan, Eugene Van Reed, to recruit 
contract laborers for work in the sugar cane 
fields. Though the original intent was to gather 
350 immigrants, Van Reed succeeded in re-
cruiting only 148 immigrants, of which 6 were 
women. These became the original 
gannenmono, or ‘‘first year people,’’ so named 
because they emigrated on the first year of 
the Meiji Emperor’s reign. Van Reed had se-
cured permission from the Shogunate govern-
ment for the gannenmono to depart, but the 
new Meiji government declined to reconfirm 
these passports, forcing the migrants to depart 
illegally. 

Work and life on the plantations proved to 
be difficult for the gannenmono. Many of them 
were craftsmen and displaced samurai unfa-
miliar with agricultural labor. Conditions on the 
plantations were also harsh. Work was both 
tedious and monotonous, living conditions 
were poor, the pay was hardly sufficient and 
disproportionately lower for Japanese workers 
than for laborers of other ethnic groups, and 
the plantation overseers were often physically 
abusive. When the Japanese government 
heard that its citizens were being mistreated, 
it recalled the gannenmono. However, about 
100 of the original group chose to remain in 
Hawaii, where they settled and intermarried 
with the locals. For the next seventeen years, 
the Japanese government refused to endorse 
any policy of organized immigration to Hawaii. 

However, the need for cheap labor on the 
sugar cane plantations and the declining Na-
tive Hawaiian population made the need for 
Japanese immigrants ever more urgent. In 
1881, King David Kalakaua visited Japan dur-
ing his world tour and made an appeal to the 
Meiji Emperor for Japanese immigration to Ha-
waii and closer ties between the two countries. 
Negotiations over immigration led the Hawai-
ian government to promise increased wages 
and improved working conditions for Japanese 

workers in future contracts. The first contract 
labor immigrants from Japan arrived in Hawaii 
in 1885, beginning a new wave of Japanese 
immigration. In 1884, the Kingdom of Hawaii 
reported 116 residents of Japanese descent in 
its census. By 1900, the Territory of Hawaii re-
corded over 60,000 people of Japanese de-
scent, most of whom were unskilled male la-
borers. 

Unfortunately, the arrival of Japanese immi-
grants triggered xenophobic sentiments 
among those concerned with labor competition 
and racial purity, leading the United States 
federal government to restrict Japanese immi-
gration. These nativist movements were 
strongest in California, where many Japanese 
and Asian immigrants settled. Under the Gen-
tlemen’s Agreement of 1907, the United 
States promised not to impose any immigra-
tion restrictions if Japan ended its emigration 
programs. However, the Immigration Acts of 
1924 codified the suspension of Japanese im-
migration by ending immigration of all aliens 
ineligible for citizenship—a de facto ban on 
Asian immigration not lifted until the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act of 1952. 

Immigration was just the first of many chal-
lenges Japanese Americans faced. The Japa-
nese immigrants had difficulty integrating into 
local communities due to persistent prejudice 
and systemic hostility by neighbors and local, 
state, and federal governments. During the 
Second World War, over a hundred thousand 
Japanese Americans, the majority of whom 
were United States citizens, were forcibly relo-
cated and incarcerated due largely to the mis-
taken notion that they would be more loyal to 
Japan than to the United States. Even today, 
stereotypes of Japanese Americans as per-
petual aliens persist, even if the United States 
is the only country most Japanese Americans 
have ever known and called home. 

This anniversary of the arrival of the 
gannenmono reminds us of the difficult his-
tories of Japanese American immigration and, 
in a broader sense, the immigration of other 
racial, ethnic, and religious groups to the 
United States. In examining our public dis-
course on immigration today, we see that we 
do not live in a unique moment in our coun-
try’s history. Too often in our past have we 
closed our doors to those seeking a better fu-
ture in the United States. Even after settling 
here, these immigrants often face prejudice 
and other challenges in integration. Yet, 
through their many sacrifices, perseverance, 
and resilience, through their hard work to earn 
their stead in America, they became Ameri-
cans. Ours is a country not of a single race, 
ethnicity, language, or culture, but of shared 
values and beliefs. We are united by our com-
mon faith in democracy, confidence in equal 
justice, and aspirations for a better future. No 
one today can dispute the positive impact the 
Japanese American community has made on 
American life and society. 

A hundred and fifty years ago, a small ship 
of immigrants seeking new lives set sail from 
their homes for a far-away land. For the vast 
majority of us in the United States today, this 
is how our stories and those of our ancestors 
begin. By learning and remembering the his-
tories of Japanese Americans and other com-
munities that immigrated to this country, we 
become wiser in crafting our national attitudes 
and policies towards those seeking better fu-
tures for themselves and their families in 
America today. We must be an example for 

future generations to act wisely and honorably, 
informed by our own history as a country. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my distinguished colleagues to 
join me in honoring the gannenmono and re-
membering their story today. 

f 

MEMORIAL PARK: A HAVEN FOR 
HOUSTON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, lately 
Houston has become synonymous with flood-
ing, but seven years ago a devastating 
drought caused our beloved Memorial Park to 
lose nearly 80 percent of its thousands of 
trees. 

Maybe you’ve never heard of Memorial 
Park. It is Houston’s largest public space; its 
haven in the heart of Houston—and almost 
double the size of New York’s Central Park. 
Daily commuters drive through winding, wood-
ed roads, free of billboards and businesses, 
as they head to work. The park’s 600-acre 
urban wilderness is one of the largest centrally 
located urban forests in the country. Memorial 
Park is also remarkable because it is home to 
Camp Logan, the only former World War I 
training camp site in the United States that is 
not completely developed. 

The 2011 drought underscored the need to 
fast-track Memorial Park’s Master Plan to cre-
ate the best urban park in America. This 
month Houston’s Kinder Foundation granted 
$70 million to this effort and energized the 
park’s public and private partners to invest up 
to $205 million more. These efforts will take 
the Master Plan from proposal to reality in just 
10 years and enhance and protect Memorial 
Park for today and for generations to come. 

The restoration will be directed by the Me-
morial Park Conservancy, Houston Parks and 
Recreation Department, and Uptown Develop-
ment Authority. These partners have set new 
standards in green space planning and public- 
private funding partnerships. 

Kinder Foundation’s inspiring public-private 
partnerships have changed Houston’s color 
palette from gray to green. Some of their land-
mark successes include Discovery Green, Buf-
falo Bayou Park, and Bayou Greenways 2020. 
Their legacy continues with Memorial Park. 
Kinder Foundation chairman Rich Kinder said 
Memorial Park will now reach its full potential 
and include a signature land bridge, a restored 
prairie ecology, natural storm drainage and re-
tention systems, in addition to adding over 30 
miles of trails for hiking, biking, running, and 
equestrian use. 

Many joggers, runners and walkers hit the 
park’s trail daily to make the nearly three-mile 
loop. I know this park well, Mr. Speaker. In my 
past life as a criminal court judge, I took to the 
gravel trail for my daily run, as later did my 
kids. I can’t tell you how many miles I’ve run 
in Memorial Park, but I can tell you it’s no 
overstatement to say the Kinder’s grant along 
with the day-to-day work by its partners will 
save this cherished haven in Houston. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 200TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE PLYMOUTH 
FRAGMENT SOCIETY 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 200th Anniversary of the 
Plymouth Fragment Society of Plymouth, Mas-
sachusetts. 

This exceptional organization was founded 
on February 13, 1818 with the goal of aiding 
families living in poverty. In response to the 
Embargo Act of 1807 and the War of 1812, 
Marie de Verdier Turner gathered with 183 
women to sew garments for the poor. Their 
mission was expanded to provide aid such as 
milk, fuel, and rent to those who needed as-
sistance. As one of the oldest continuously op-
erating charitable organizations in the country, 
they have adapted to the changing needs of 
the community, guiding Plymouth through 
prosperous times and economic downturns, in-
cluding the Great Depression. 

The Plymouth Fragment Society, which was 
founded and run by dedicated and determined 
women, exemplifies the work women did for 
our communities long before they had the abil-
ity to engage in politics or business. Those 
who carry on this legacy remind us all of the 
power of dedicated individuals and their ability 
to effect lasting change. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the 200th 
Anniversary of the Plymouth Fragment Society 
for their dedication to bettering their commu-
nity. I ask that my colleagues join me in thank-
ing them for their invaluable service and wish-
ing them all the best in the many years to 
come. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE MCINTIRE- 
STENNIS ACT DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA EQUALITY ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to 
introduce the McIntire-Stennis Act District of 
Columbia Equality Act, which would amend 
the McIntire-Stennis Cooperative Forestry Act 
(Act) to make the District of Columbia eligible 
for funding. The District is treated as a state 
under federal programs with a few exceptions, 
most of them simply oversights or failures to 
update. This legislation would rectify the ex-
ception in the Act, ensuring equitable treat-
ment for the District and allowing the District 
to benefit from the important funding opportu-
nities available under the Act. 

The Act provides U.S. states and territories 
with formula funds to support state-designated 
institutions’ cooperative forestry research pro-
grams. The Act defines ‘‘State’’ to include 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Guam. 
The District’s notable, but faulty, absence from 
this definition makes it ineligible for grant 
funds that would support research at the Uni-
versity of the District of Columbia’s (UDC) Col-
lege of Agriculture, Urban Stability, and Envi-
ronmental Science, a program that com-
plements the city’s ongoing forestry efforts. 

UDC is the nation’s only urban land-grant uni-
versity. 

We appreciate that Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, and Guam are included under the def-
inition of ‘‘State,’’ though, unlike the District of 
Columbia, their residents do not pay federal 
income taxes. It would be particularly troubling 
if the District, whose residents pay the highest 
amount per capita in federal income taxes, 
which support farm and other federal pro-
grams, were to continue to be excluded. 

We have heard that the District may be ex-
cluded because of its lack of local timber pro-
duction. However, the Act says, ‘‘[i]n making 
such apportionments, consideration shall be 
given to pertinent factors including’’ local tim-
ber production. Proximity to timber is, there-
fore, only one in a non-exclusive list of factors 
that are part of the larger analysis regarding 
the apportionments. Excluding the District from 
the definition of ‘‘State’’ merely because it is 
not located in an area with a timber industry 
runs counter to the intent of the Act. While 
timber production can be a factor in deter-
mining the amount of state allocations, there is 
no reason that the District should be excluded 
from the Act. 

We believe, therefore, that the omission of 
the District must have been the result of an 
oversight during the original drafting of the 
Act. However, as you can imagine, this omis-
sion has serious consequences for the District, 
rendering UDC ineligible for these formula 
grant funds. Passage of this bill would allow 
students and researchers in the nation’s cap-
ital to take part in this important forestry pro-
gram. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant bill. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE 
#WEARINGIRISH CAMPAIGN 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today I rise to celebrate the 
#Wearinglrish social media campaign started 
by Margaret Molloy, and the Irish designers 
that will be recognized by the campaign this 
year. 

For the past two years, Molloy has been en-
couraging her friends and family to wear Irish 
clothing and jewelry during March and high-
lighting their fashion choices by using the 
hashtag #Wearinglrish. What started as a 
small endeavor has grown into a movement 
that has captured the attention of everyone 
from the President of Ireland to the top fashion 
industry leaders in New York City. 

She launched the Wearinglrish NYC 2018 
competition this past March, which will bring 
Ireland’s best fashion and accessory design-
ers to the United States where they will have 
the opportunity to showcase their talent and 
gain exposure to leaders in the American 
fashion industry. Out of 170 applicants, 10 
winners will make their way to the iconic 
Grand Central Terminal in New York to debut 
their collections. 

The winning brands represent the best of 
modern Ireland: Áine, Alison Conneely, 
Bláithı́n Ennis, De Bruir, Inner Island, Jennifer 
Rothwell, Natalie B. Coleman, Sands and Hall, 

The Tweed Project, and Triona. They should 
be commended for their impressive accom-
plishments in their field. 

I believe that this competition comes at an 
important time for the U.S.-Ireland relationship. 
This modem friendship is built not just on 
shared heritage, but also on strong commer-
cial and economic partnership. The 
#Wearinglrish campaign embodies this spirit 
and only strengthens the bonds between our 
two nations. I congratulate Margaret and all of 
the winning designers on their efforts to make 
this possible. Their passion for Ireland reso-
nates deeply with my own Irish-American her-
itage and embodies the forward facing, mutu-
ally beneficial relationship our two nations 
enjoy. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF 
DR. HORACE MITCHELL 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
alongside my colleague, Congressman DAVID 
VALADAO, to honor Dr. Horace Mitchell, Presi-
dent of California State University, Bakersfield 
(CSUB). Dr. Mitchell joined CSUB as its fourth 
president in 2004, and will be retiring after a 
near 50-year career in education later this 
month. 

Horace began his professional career at his 
alma mater of Washington University, Mis-
souri, where he received his PhD in Coun-
seling Psychology. As a member of the fac-
ulty, he served in multiple positions, including 
Assistant Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, Assistant Professor of Education 
and Black Studies, and Chair of the Black 
Studies Program. He went on to serve the 
University of California, first at Irvine for 17 
years, and then Berkeley for nearly 10 years, 
before learning of an opportunity nestled in the 
southern part of California’s San Joaquin Val-
ley. It was at this school—CSUB—where Dr. 
Mitchell would leave perhaps the greatest 
mark of his decades-spanning career. Upon 
his arrival, Dr. Mitchell announced his goal of 
making CSUB the pride of the California State 
University System. Over the next decade, he 
worked tirelessly to make that vision a reality. 

Dr. Mitchell saw an untapped potential in 
the students he served, and dedicated his ca-
reer to helping the student body of CSUB 
reach heights they had never seen before. 
Under his guidance, CSUB attained both its 
highest enrollment rate, as well as its highest 
graduation rate in the University’s 53-year his-
tory. CSUB has seen its profile rise under Dr. 
Mitchell’s tenure and is frequently cited as one 
of America’s top public universities for both its 
undergraduate and post-graduate programs. 
Additionally, Dr. Mitchell was the driving force 
behind CSUB’s transition to National Colle-
giate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division I 
athletics, allowing the Roadrunners to bring 
Bakersfield’s best athletic talent to the national 
stage. 

More than anything else, Dr. Mitchell will be 
remembered as a leader who put his students 
first, factoring the well being of CSUB’s stu-
dent body in every decision he made as Presi-
dent. To cultivate a more supportive learning 
environment, Dr. Mitchell changed CSUB’s 
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academic calendar from a quarter system to a 
semester system, offering students more time 
to focus on the demands of their curriculum. 
Upon the opening of the CSUB Children’s 
Center, Mr. Mitchell donated his own money to 
furnish improvements to the center so that 
CSUB’s students could attend courses know-
ing that their children would receive the best 
quality childcare a university could offer. For 
some, work is a means to a paycheck, but Dr. 
Mitchell’s care and concern for the students 
and faculty at CSUB and the Bakersfield com-
munity was a labor of love and dedication. 

Mr. Speaker, we join friends, family, stu-
dents, and faculty of California State Univer-
sity, Bakersfield, and the entire California 
State University System, in thanking Dr. Mitch-
ell for his commitment to bettering the stand-
ard of education in the Bakersfield community 
and beyond. A man who made Bakersfield his 
home for 14 years, Dr. Mitchell saw the best 
that our community had to offer and, in turn, 
made it his goal to give back to that commu-
nity. It has been an honor to count Dr. Mitchell 
as one of our friends, and we will always 
value the advice and guidance he dispensed 
over the years on everything from education 
policy to community volunteerism. After many 
years in public service, we know that Dr. 
Mitchell looks forward to spending more time 
with his wife, Barbara, his children, and his 
grandchildren. Horace will be missed in the 
world of CSUB, but we salute his lifetime of 
service on behalf of our community. We wish 
him the best as he begins this new chapter of 
his life. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. JEWEL 
SCOTT 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate a constituent in my district who 
went above and beyond to serve our commu-
nity. Jewel Scott began her work nearly two 
decades ago in Missouri’s Fifth Congressional 
District, which I proudly represent. Further-
more, her efforts and contributions to the re-
gion are nothing short of remarkable. 

Of her many accomplishments, Scott is 
most known for her work with the Civic Coun-
cil of Greater Kansas City, an organization of 
chief executive officers representing various 
influential companies in the area. After serving 
as the Director of Research and Planning, 
Scott was named the Executive Director of the 
Civic Council in 1994. Since then, Scott has 
spearheaded a myriad of projects and initia-
tives focused solely on the council’s four main 
objectives: innovation economy, human cap-
ital, vibrant communities, and leadership de-
velopment. She has worked tirelessly to up-
hold the organization’s standards and mission 
of accelerating growth in the region’s pros-
perity and quality of life. 

Aside from her work with the Civil Council, 
Scott boasts a lifelong career of community 
based innovation and development through 
her multifaceted involvement. with various or-
ganizations within the Greater Kansas City 
area. Currently, she occupies a seat on the 
Missouri biotechnology association executive 
committee and is on the board of directors for 

both the University of Kansas Advancement 
Board and the Kansas City Convention and 
Visitor’s Association. 

Although she would be the last to admit it, 
it is my personal belief that her benevolent 
ambition and persevering dedication has made 
a profound impact on the community as a 
whole. Therefore, it is with a sense of bitter-
sweet pride that the community must now con-
gratulate Scott on her retirement from the 
Civic Council of Greater Kansas City. I speak 
on the behalf of the entire district when I say 
thank you Ms. Jewel Scott. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me and all of Mis-
souri’s Fifth Congressional District in express-
ing our sincerest congratulations to Jewel 
Scott for her monumental achievements in her 
community and her tireless efforts in pro-
moting education, innovation, and commerce, 
not only within her city limits, but throughout 
the state. I urge all my colleagues and fellow 
citizens across the country to join me in show-
ing our appreciation to Ms. Jewel Scott’s ac-
complishments and service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MELODY HERZFELD 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
recognition of Melody Herzfeld from Parkland, 
Florida, for being named the fourth recipient of 
The Tony Awards and Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity’s Excellence in Theater Education 
Award. Under her guidance, her students have 
been able to turn to music and theatre to com-
bat the tragedy that they suffered. 

Ms. Herzfeld is the director of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School Drama De-
partment, where she has been teaching drama 
since 2003. In that time, she has been respon-
sible for putting on over 50 productions. Her 
theatre program, Children’s Theatre Project, 
has received numerous Critics Choice awards 
and South Florida Cappies, which celebrate 
excellence in regional student theatre and 
journalism. 

On February 14, as the tragic events un-
folded at their school, Ms. Herzfeld hid 65 of 
her students in her office for two hours. Since 
then, we have seen her students demand their 
own space on the national stage. While some 
began to speak out and call for reforms, oth-
ers turned to theatre and music to make their 
voices heard. Ms. Herzfeld’s students per-
formed their original song titled, ‘‘Shine,’’ for 
national audiences at the CNN Town Hall on 
February 21 and at the March for Our Lives 
on March 24. 

Mr. Speaker, the Excellence in Theater Edu-
cation Award recognizes a K–12 theatre edu-
cator in the U.S. who has demonstrated mon-
umental impact on the lives of students and 
who embodies the highest standards of the 
profession. This is why it is no surprise to us 
that Ms. Herzfeld was selected to receive this 
award by a panel of judges comprised of the 
American Theatre Wing, The Broadway 
League, Carnegie Mellon and other leaders 
from the theatre industry. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask this body to recog-
nize Ms. Herzfeld for her endless dedication to 
both her students and the arts. 

Melody Herzfeld represents the kindness 
and warmth that I see from teachers across 

the State of Florida. We thank her for her out-
standing leadership and guidance during such 
a difficult time. 

f 

GEORGIA INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this year 
we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the First Republic of Georgia. 
Georgia first declared independence from 
Russia in 1918 and was free of Moscow’s 
shackles till the Red Army invasion in 1921. 

After the fall of the Soviet Union, Georgia 
once again gained independence and has 
since been a beacon of hope in a region full 
of turmoil and corruption. Their faithful commit-
ment to a strong democracy with free and fair 
elections serves as a shining example for 
other countries in Eastern Europe. 

Georgia has become one of the most val-
ued partners of the United States and the Eu-
ropean community. Russia however does not 
respect Georgia’s independence and has oc-
cupied large portions of its territory since 
2008. 

The hungry Russian Bear wants a return to 
its imperial days. The Kremlin will not stop 
until all former Soviet republics return to its 
orbit. 

The United States must remain dedicated to 
upholding Georgia’s sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity, and independence. So that in another 
hundred years, we will still be standing side- 
by-side with a democratic and prosperous 
Georgia. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNITED 
STATES MERCHANT MARINE 
ACADEMY 

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy, located in Kings Point, in my Con-
gressional district, for 75 years of dedicated 
service to our country. 

Acta Non Verba—the school’s motto—Acta 
Non Verba, that’s deeds not words, something 
we all need to strive for. 

The midshipmen and graduates of the 
Academy have exemplified this school’s motto 
by faithfully serving the United States in times 
of war and peace and for that we are eternally 
grateful. 

Since its founding in 1943, the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Academy has developed a rich 
history of military and maritime service. It’s the 
only service academy whose students engage 
in combat during times of war. 

In fact, 142 of its students gave their lives 
on behalf of our country during World War II. 
In 1974, the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy 
became the first service academy to admit 
women. 

After the 9–11 terrorist attacks, staff and 
midshipmen evacuated civilians from Lower 
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Manhattan and transport first responders and 
supplies to Ground Zero. 

Midshipmen are the backbone of our na-
tion’s maritime industry and they serve as 
members of the Armed Services as well. 

As a member of the Board of Visitors, I am 
proud of United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy’s rich history and the sacrifices its stu-
dents and graduates have made for our coun-
try. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2018 
SERVICE ACADEMY APPOINTEES 
FROM THE 21ST CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today we 
congratulate the 2018 Service Academy ap-
pointees from the 21st Congressional District 
of Texas. 

The following individuals have accepted 
Academy appointments: 

Amadou Sara Bah, Claudia Taylor ‘‘Lady 
Bird’’ Johnson High School, United States Mili-
tary Academy; Conner McNeil Beasley, 
Westlake High School, Greystone Preparatory 
School at Schreiner University, United States 
Naval Academy; Ryan Conley Booth, Winston 
Churchill High School, United States Air Force 
Academy; Catherine Rose Buckingham, Win-
ston Churchill High School, United States Mili-
tary Academy; Jack Lowell Erwin, Central 
Catholic High School, Northwestern Pre-
paratory School (CA), United States Air Force 
Academy; Hunter Alan Jackson, Regents 
School of Austin, United States Military Acad-
emy. 

James Angelo Katson, McLean High School 
(VA), The Hill School (PA), United States 
Naval Academy; Chloe Elizabeth Lucas- 
Brown, Claudia Taylor ‘‘Lady Bird’’ Johnson 
High School, United States Naval Academy; 
Micah Peter McAnany, Ronald Reagan High 
School, Greystone Preparatory School at 
Schreiner University, United States Merchant 
Marine Academy; Kathleen Elizabeth 
McCusker, STEM Academy, Lee High School, 
United States Naval Academy; Roman Isaih 
Ocampo, Claudia Taylor ‘‘Lady Bird’’ Johnson 
High School, United States Air Force Acad-
emy; Marshall Alan Shults, Geneva School of 
Boerne, United States Air Force Academy; 
Karyl Vincent Taylor, Jr., International School 
of the Americas, United States Air Force 
Academy. 

These outstanding students have much to 
contribute to their chosen Academy and to our 
country. We appreciate their talents and their 
patriotism. 

f 

HONORING THE AMAZING AND RE-
MARKABLE LIFE OF FRAZIER 
VONNE THOMAS SCURRY OF 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to Frazier Vonne Thomas Scurry, a 

great American woman and one of the out-
standing community leaders in the City of 
Houston. Her upcoming 100th birthday marks 
a century of living for this remarkable woman. 

Mrs. Scurry, lovingly and rightfully known as 
the matriarch of the Scurry Family, was born 
Frazier Vonne Thomas on October 10, 1918. 
She is the beloved second child of Napoleon 
Thomas and Martha Waters Thomas of Wash-
ington County, Texas. She enjoyed an active 
childhood with her sister, Willa Winters-Miller 
and brothers, Donald and Napoleon Jr. Thom-
as. 

She married her late husband of 66 years, 
Robert Daniel Scurry and relocated to Hous-
ton, Texas. This loving union produced five re-
markable children: Arthur Daniel (Barbara), 
Annette Vonne Collett (Billy), Frazier Marie 
Scurry-Scott (Arthur), Donald Roy (Lesley) and 
Maggie Vernece Scurry-Frost (Felton). 

As a young mother, Mrs. Scurry was an at-
tentive and devoted stay-at-home mom. She 
made sure that her children received the best 
upbringing possible and that they were raised 
in a loving, respectful household. She re-
mained at home until her youngest child 
reached school age. She then continued her 
long-deferred education and attended Memo-
rial Hermann Hospital Practical Nursing 
School. She worked diligently to become a Li-
censed Practical Nurse and began her career 
at Memorial Hermann Hospital. She later 
worked as a private duty nurse where she was 
able to devote special care and attention to 
her patients whom she was known for devel-
oping special relationships with. She devoted 
the remainder of her career to the Texas 
Women’s Clinic with Dr. Harold Dailey, as a 
nurse for the private practice, until her well-de-
served retirement. 

Mrs. Scurry is one of the oldest members of 
her church, Good Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church, where she has continued her mem-
bership for over 77 years. She was recently 
appointed to the newly formed Mothers’ Board 
at Good Hope. She was a Sunday School 
teacher for the Beginners Class, for over 30 
years; teaching the love and grace of God and 
Jesus Christ. Her faith in God has not 
wavered in her almost 100 years. 

Mrs. Scurry assisted with the Baptist Train-
ing Union, mentoring young people on the im-
portance of honoring themselves, as well as 
others. Mother Scurry was president of the 
Women Ruth Circle, President of the Deacons 
and Trustees Wives, and a representative and 
delegate at the National Baptist Convention 
and Conference. In her community, Mrs. Scur-
ry served as president of the Heights Y Club. 
Mrs. Scurry kept busy at work, giving her pa-
tients the best care imaginable and served her 
community and church with her whole heart. 

After her retirement, Mrs. Scurry began or-
ganizing trips for women’s groups; many times 
driving them cross-country to various states. 
She loved taking cruises, particularly to warm 
and sunny destinations and has visited the 
Caribbean Islands, Alaska, Hawaii, Jamaica 
and the Virgin Islands. 

Mrs. Scurry is a loving grandmother of 14, 
great-grandmother of 24, great-great-grand-
mother of 6 and mother/grandmother to a 
large extended family. She truly believes that 
it takes a village to raise a child and has ex-
emplified that belief throughout her life. 

On July 20, 2018, Mrs. Scurry’s family and 
friends will celebrate her centennial birth year 
and honor her great life. In her entire century 

of life, she has seen both world wars, the Suf-
fragette Movement, the invention of the tele-
vision, the enforcement and abolition of prohi-
bition, the Great Depression, the first man on 
the moon, the Civil-Rights Act of 1964, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, the rise of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and the creation and develop-
ment of the internet. These barely even skim 
the surface of the events Mrs. Scurry has ex-
perienced throughout her 100 years. Mrs. 
Scurry’s life in the 20th century and now into 
the 21st has ensured that she has witnessed 
more landmark events in American history 
than one can imagine. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, ‘‘Life’s 
most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What 
are you doing for others?’ ’’ Whether she was 
serving her five children, her hospital patients, 
or her church community, Mrs. Scurry consist-
ently and passionately dedicated her life to 
serving others and spreading joy. 

Sophocles said ‘‘One must wait until the 
evening to see how splendid the day has 
been.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, now that we are in the evening 
of the life of Frazier Vonne Thomas Scurry, it 
is clear that she has lived a full and con-
sequential life, as a friend, colleague, advo-
cate, community leader, and most notably, the 
beloved matriarch of the Scurry family. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE BICENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE TOWN OF 
AUSTERLITZ 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and celebrate the bicentennial anniver-
sary of the founding of Austerlitz, New York. 
Formerly known as the proprietorship of Spen-
cers Town in the late eighteenth century, the 
Town of Austerlitz was incorporated in 1818. 

For two hundred years, Austerlitz has taken 
part in the great American experiment, weav-
ing together a diverse community and culti-
vating a strong civil society. This bucolic town 
situated in Columbia County has not only cele-
brated many great triumphs of our nation and 
witnessed the nascent years of America’s ex-
istence, but has also persevered through 
times of hardship. The strength and independ-
ence that continues to define this town are a 
result of strong roots laid and the principles in-
stilled at its founding two centuries ago. 

The area which now comprises Austerlitz 
was initially settled by a deed from the Mohi-
can Indians to seventy-five families from New 
England to create Spencers Town, a name 
based on the fact that many of the first settlers 
were families of Spencers. When a bill was 
considered in the New York Legislature to for-
mally establish a new town, future President 
Martin Van Buren, then a State Senator, is 
said to have insisted that the town be named 
Austerlitz due to his admiration of Napoleon 
and annoyance that another town was named 
Waterloo. 

While the area has experienced many 
changes over the past two hundred years, 
Austerlitz was built on a foundation of deter-
mination and resiliency. These core beliefs 
continue to guide and distinguish the commu-
nity today. 
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This bicentennial anniversary marks a great 

milestone in Austerlitz’s history, and serves as 
an important time for reflection. On behalf of 
the 19th Congressional District and the U.S. 
House of Representatives, I would like to ex-
tend my deepest appreciation and congratula-
tions to the town of Austerlitz. As the residents 
celebrate its 200th birthday, I would like to 
commend them on the success of their small, 
thriving community and wish Austerlitz contin-
ued prosperity in its next 200 years. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LIBERTY 
COMMON SCHOOL 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the accomplishments of the Liberty 
Common School in Fort Collins, Colorado, 
under the leadership of former U.S. Rep-
resentative Bob Schaffer as their principal and 
headmaster. 

Liberty Common is an exemplary charter 
school, consistently earning among the very 
highest standardized test scores in the state of 
Colorado. Just this year, Liberty Common was 
ranked by U.S. News & World Report among 
the top public high schools in both the state 
and the nation. 

Mr. Schaffer represented Colorado’s 4th 
Congressional District from 1997 to 2003, con-
sistently demonstrating exemplary leadership 
and integrity on Capitol Hill while serving his 
constituents. During his time in Congress, Mr. 
Schaffer worked passionately on education 
policy, fighting for school-choice. Starting in 
2010, Mr. Schaffer served as the principal of 
the Liberty Common High School, and earlier 
this year became the headmaster of the 
school’s complete K–12 offerings. 

On behalf of the 4th Congressional District 
of Colorado, I applaud Mr. Schaffer and his 
colleagues at the Liberty Common School for 
such an outstanding record of excellence. We 
look forward to their continued success as 
they educate and prepare the next generation 
of Coloradans for a prosperous and successful 
future. It is this investment in our children that 
makes the work of educators like those at Lib-
erty Common so valuable to our state. Mr. 
Speaker, it is an honor to celebrate the 
achievements of the Liberty Common School. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO LARRY 
YOUNG 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the professionalism, business brilliance 
and leadership driven success of Larry Young, 
president and CEO of Dr. Pepper Snapple 
Group, who also happens to be a native of 
Springfield, Missouri. 

Mr. Young is the leader of an extensive and 
passionate employee base, with 20,000 em-
ployees in totality. These workers are respon-
sible for the making, marketing, selling and 
distributing over 50 beverage brands. Mr. 

Young joined the company in 2006 as presi-
dent and chief operating officer. Later on, in 
October of 2007, he became the company’s 
president and CEO. 

Mr. Young’s business prowess is dem-
onstrated by his active role in helping create 
a new business model for a fully integrated 
beverage company. He encouraged the inte-
gration of brand ownership and marketing with 
bottling and distribution operations; central-
izing the company and allowing it to build its 
own independent leading brands with a reli-
able, consistent and secure route to market. 
Throughout his almost 40-year career in the 
bottling industry, Mr. Young has produced and 
sold virtually every beverage in the Americas, 
Europe, and Russia. 

Mr. Young also holds a plethora of honors 
and acknowledgements. In 2015, he received 
the Beverage Forum Lifetime Achievement 
Award. In 2010, he was named Executive of 
the Year by Beverage Industry magazine, and 
was inducted into the Beverage World Soft 
Drink Hall of Fame in 2008. From 2008 to 
2010, he also served as chairman of the 
board of the American Beverage Association. 

Mr. Young represents the hard-working and 
persistent culture of southwest Missouri. I 
want to congratulate Mr. Young on his upcom-
ing retirement and I wish him the absolute 
best in the next chapter of his life. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on roll call No. 216, I inadvertently voted 
‘aye.’ I strongly oppose the Economic Growth, 
Regulatory Relief, and Consumer Protection 
Act and I intended my vote be recorded as 
‘nay.’ 

f 

STANDING WITH GUATEMALA 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to send 
my sympathies and prayers to America’s 
neighbor, Guatemala, as the country bravely 
faces a tragic natural disaster. 

On Sunday, Volcano de Fuego erupted 
without warning, sending hot rocks, ash, and 
gas throughout the surrounding villages. 
Shortly after the volcanic eruption, a 5.2-mag-
nitude earthquake struck off the coast of Gua-
temala. Unfortunately, dozens of Guatemalan 
citizens, our neighbors and our friends, lost 
their lives. 

The devastation experienced by Guatemala 
today contrasts sharply with the beautiful 
country I visited in August of 2017. I had the 
pleasure on that journey of meeting President 
Morales, along with many Guatemalan cabinet 
officials. We discussed the strong relationship 
between America and Guatemala, as well as 
our common fight to end drug trafficking and 
pursue peace and stability in North America. I 
am confident President Morales will coura-
geously guide his nation through this time of 
tragedy. 

I am truly saddened to see Guatemala en-
during these trying times, but the country is re-
silient. I ask God to bless the lives impacted 
by these tragic events, to bless Guatemala, 
and to bless America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNUAL 
ALABAMA-COUSHATTA TRIBE OF 
TEXAS POWWOW 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas 
on the occasion of its 50th Annual Powwow. 
The Alabama-Coushatta are a federally recog-
nized tribe of the Alabama and Koasati people 
in Polk County, Texas between Livingston and 
Woodville. 

The Alabama-Coushatta nation have called 
the Big Thicket of East Texas home since the 
mid-1700’s and even pre-date the State of 
Texas by more than 70 years. The Tribe es-
tablished a meaningful relationship and friend-
ship with General Sam Houston in the 1800’s. 

The annual Powwow is a signature celebra-
tion for the Alabama-Coushatta. Neighboring 
tribes throughout the United States and Can-
ada join together to participate in traditional 
and contemporary Native American dances. 
This celebration has become a tradition for 
friends and neighbors to join with the Ala-
bama-Coushatta to celebrate their culture and 
Native American history. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to recog-
nize the history, culture, and tradition of the 
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas as they 
celebrate their 50th Annual Powwow. May 
God continue to bless the people of the Ala-
bama-Coushatta nation. 

f 

IN HONOR OF KYLE MATOUS 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my outgoing Chief of Staff, Kyle 
Matous. Kyle grew up in Temple, Texas, and 
graduated in 2007 from the University of Vir-
ginia, where he studied American Politics and 
completed his undergraduate degree in three 
years. Following UVA, he attended law school 
at Pepperdine University. During law school, 
Kyle clerked for the Ugandan Commercial 
Court in Kampala, Uganda. 

After law school, Kyle started working on 
the Hill as a Staff Assistant for the House 
Rules Committee for Chairman David Dreier in 
2012. Then when I became Chairman of the 
House Rules Committee in 2013, Kyle served 
as my Policy Assistant for nine months with 
the committee before moving to work for my 
personal office as a Legislative Assistant. 
Shortly thereafter, he rejoined the House 
Rules Committee as my Policy Director in 
2014 and then he became my Chief of Staff 
on January 1, 2016. 

Kyle has been an exceptional staff member 
of both my personal office and the House 
Rules Committee. He has shown his dedica-
tion to promoting excellence and making the 
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workplace a fun place to be. I Thank him for 
all the support and goodwill he has shown 
each and every one of us over the years. 

We wish Kyle boundless success as he 
leaves the Hill to join the government relations 
team for the ONE Campaign. Congratulations, 
and best of luck. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, on June 
6, 2018, I was not present to vote on H.R. 8, 
the ‘‘Water Resources Development Act of 
2018’’ or H.R. 3249, the ‘‘Project Safe Neigh-
borhoods Grant Program Authorization Act of 
2018.’’ 

Had I been present for roll call No. 238, I 
would have voted ‘‘Yea.’’ 

Had I been present for roll call No. 239, I 
would have voted ‘‘Yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING POLICE CHIEF JERRY 
GARNER 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the decades of public service per-
formed by Jerry Garner, who retired from his 
post as the police chief of Greeley, Colorado, 
on June 1, 2018, after nearly 50 years of work 
in law enforcement. 

In 1968, Chief Garner began his police ca-
reer as an officer in Victoria, Texas, and he 
later trained officers in Junction City, Kansas. 
In 1973, he applied for the opportunity to join 
the Lakewood Police Department. When he 
was hired, Chief Garner and his wife, Kathy, 
moved to Colorado. After retiring from the 
Lakewood Police Department in 2003, he be-
came the police chief of Fort Lupton, Colo-
rado, and then he moved to Greeley where he 
became the police chief in 2006. He held this 
post until his retirement in June 2018. 

I had the honor to work with Chief Garner 
when I served as the Weld County district at-
torney. His commitment to excellence, integ-
rity, and safety were unmatched. In fact, dur-
ing the time Chief Garner and I served to-
gether, crime in Weld County decreased by 50 
percent. Moreover, the chief has authored 11 

books supporting America’s policing efforts 
and addressing the issues our officers face. 
Chief Garner’s dedication to his work and sac-
rifice for his community will live on as his leg-
acy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ATTORNEY LEWIS 
MEYERS, J.D., THE PEOPLES 
LAWYER 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to pay tribute to Attorney Lewis Mey-
ers, an outstanding legal scholar, a regular but 
uncommon man who practiced law, was a pro-
fessor, a litigator, an organizer, manger, social 
activist, political leader and a friend to many. 

Lewis’s leadership roles began when he 
was a teenager in Houston, Texas where he 
helped to integrate the Houston Public School 
System. He led boycotts, protests and other 
forms of agitation and demonstrations. He was 
elected president of the NAACP youth council. 

After high school, he attended Howard Uni-
versity Law School and the University of Mis-
sissippi Law School where he received his 
juris doctorate degree. Lou was steeped in 
movement organizations and politics. 

He worked for the North Mississippi Rural 
Legal Services, Chicago State University, 
Kenny King College, Roosevelt University, 
Kent College of Law, DePaul University Law 
School. He was a tenured professor at Ken-
nedy King College. Lewis’s work experiences 
were so varied, Chief Administrator at Bethel 
AME Church, and a Deputy National Execu-
tive Director for the NAACP in Baltimore. 
Lewis was a member of the following organi-
zations: American Bar Association, Cook 
County Bar Association, National Association 
of Criminal Defense Attorneys, National Law-
yers Guild, National Conference of Black Law-
yers, certified to practice in the United States 
Supreme Court of Appeals for the third, fifth, 
seventh, and ninth circuits, United States Fed-
eral District Court for the Northern District of 
California, United States Federal District Court 
for the north and central districts of Illinois. 
Lewis was the personal attorney for Rev. 
Jesse Jackson Sr., Minister Louis Farrakhan, 
Congressman Danny K. Davis and 27th ward 
Alderman Wallace Davis. 

Lewis was a joiner of organizations in which 
he believed, Rainbow Push, Chicago Black 
United Communities, NAACP Southside 
branch, Teamwork Eaglewood, Fathers who 
care, New Mt. Pilgrim Mountain Men, Amer-I- 

Can, Five Hundred Black Men, Founder 
NAACP Chapter, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Executive Board New Mt. Pilgrim Baptist 
Church. 

I could not attend the funeral because I was 
scheduled to take two busloads of children 
and their families to visit their fathers at Sheri-
dan Correctional Facility for Father’s Day. Lou 
would have approved. Lewis and his wife lived 
a couple of blocks from my district office and 
could often be seen walking through the 
Westside neighborhood where he lived and 
worked. He was known for giving free legal 
advice and often handled legal cases pro- 
bono. He was devoted to his wife and family, 
and LOVED Houston. 

f 

HONORING DAVID EADES 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to celebrate the life and legacy 
of one of London, Ohio’s most distinguished 
citizens, a man who devoted his life to the 
service of others, Mr. David Eades. 

Mr. Eades nobly and proudly served his 
community as an elected official for the major-
ity of his life, first as a city councilman for a 
decade, then as the city’s longest-serving 
mayor, retiring after 24 years. 

To attempt to quantify Mr. Eades’ impact is 
impossible. He shepherded a period of tre-
mendous growth for London, as the population 
increased by over 2,000 citizens, and he al-
ways fought for what he believed was best for 
his neighbors. Known to spar with the city 
council, he pushed for major infrastructure re-
forms that eased daily life for the citizens of 
London, and helped to secure major grants to 
improve residential housing in the city. He had 
big ideas and never shied away from the work 
that might be required to bring them to fruition. 

Like a pebble dropped in a pond, the ripples 
created by Mr. Eades’ life and work are far- 
reaching. His legacy will live on in the memo-
ries of those who knew him and loved him: his 
children, Greg and his wife Barb, Marc, Amber 
and her husband Lawrence, and Megan; his 
eight grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; 
and the rest of his extended family. 

London, Ohio is undeniably a better place 
because of Mr. David G. Eades and the tre-
mendous life of public service he lived, and I 
am honored to celebrate his legacy. 
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