June 8, 2018

perseverance. It is an honor to represent
Caleb and his family in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
them today. | ask that all of my colleagues in
the House of Representatives join me in con-
gratulating Caleb on competing in this rigorous
competition and in wishing him nothing but
continued success in his education and in his
future college football career at South Dakota
State University.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LADIES
PROFESSIONAL GOLF ASSOCIA-
TION’S INTERNATIONAL LEADER-
SHIP

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 8, 2018

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Ladies Professional Golf Asso-
ciation (LPGA) for years of devoted and distin-
guished leadership as they are recognized by
ATHENA International. The organization’s de-
votion to the professional and athletic develop-
ment of women is deserving of acclaim.

ATHENA International was founded in 1982
by Lansing businesswoman Martha Mertz to
honor the contributions of those who help
women to succeed. Ms. Mertz has long held
the belief that it takes a village to help women
in our communities thrive and has seen her
small nonprofit grow exponentially over the
years. Today, ATHENA International is a glob-
al organization that mentors and trains women
in more than 500 cities and 8 countries around
the world. The ATHENA Leaders of Huron
Valley help develop and support women
through various programming initiatives includ-
ing entrepreneurial classes and one-on-one
mentoring. The great work of Michigan’s fe-
male leaders is honored at the ATHENA
Awards each year. This year’'s winners include
the Ladies Professional Golf Association, an
organization dedicated to promoting women in
sport.

Founded in 1950 by a group of female
golfers dedicated to integrating women into
the sport, the LPGA is the oldest women’s
professional sports organization in the country.
The association’s 13 founders are revered as
trailblazers for standing up for equality in a
time where women’s sports organizations
were not in existence. In the 78 years since
LPGA was established, the tenacity and cour-
age of the organization’s founders has trans-
lated into today’s leadership and program-
ming. In addition to its publicized competitive
tours, the LPGA supports golf teachers and
develops young players through its qualifying
school. The association is known for its dedi-
cation to the players of tomorrow and gives
young golfers playing privileges on the LPGA
tour. Their years of work have both equipped
and inspired countless women to follow their
dreams and reach their full potential as golfers
and community leaders.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the Ladies Professional Golf Asso-
ciation for their dedication to cultivating the
athletes of tomorrow. We are grateful for their
years of service.
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THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT OF-
FICIALS ENCOURAGED BANKS TO
VIOLATE THE LAW

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 8, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it appears
the past Administration would stop at nothing
to boost Iran’s economy, even if it meant vio-
lating the law.

For years, we imposed sanctions on Iran re-
stricting the Ayatollah’s access to American fi-
nancial institutions and to the U.S. Dollar.

During the Iran deal negotiations, we re-
ceived repeated assurances from senior offi-
cials at the U.S. Department of the Treasury
that the U.S. would not give the Ayatollahs ac-
cess to the dollar.

But this week, a Senate report indicated that
this was a bold-faced lie.

Behind closed doors, the Treasury Depart-
ment deliberately attempted to violate U.S.
law.

In early 2016, the Obama Administration se-
cretly issued a license to let Iran sidestep U.S.
sanctions so that it could convert billions in
frozen assets through an American bank.

Luckily, American banks refused and in-
stead decided to comply with U.S. law.

These former officials must be held account-
able for trying to convince American banks to
skirt U.S. law on behalf of a state sponsor of
terrorism. Justice must be served.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2018

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5895) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2019, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Chair, as the co-chair of
the Northwest Energy Caucus, | was pleased
to be a cosponsor of the Newhouse amend-
ment.

Included in President Trump’s Fiscal Year
2018 and 2019 budget requests were pro-
posals to sell off transmission assets of the
Power Marketing Administrations, including the
Bonneville Power Administration. Previous
presidents, of both parties, have proposed the
same. The theory behind selling the assets is
the U.S. gets a one-time influx of cash with no
harm to ratepayers.

| recognize these proposals for what they
are: budget gimmicks that will only serve to
drive up energy costs for Oregon and other
Northwest residents and businesses. It's im-
portant to note that BPA costs the federal gov-
ernment nothing; it is entirely funded by Pa-
cific Northwest ratepayers. Any money BPA
borrows from the U.S. treasury is repaid, with
interest.
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By law, BPA is required to sell power at
cost. No private company would buy BPA’s
assets unless it was assured it would make a
profit, which would translate into higher elec-
tricity costs.

Additionally, BPA serves millions of rural
customers, and maintaining transmission infra-
structure is costly. There is no guarantee that
a private company would invest in less profit-
able lines that serve rural areas, harming rural
communities. In fact, it could lead to serious
neglect or complete abandonment of the lines.

In May, President Trump thankfully listened
to Northwest lawmakers and scrapped his
FY19 proposal. This amendment would ensure
that no funds could be spent to reconsider the
idea.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL
PROTECTIVE SERVICE REFORM
ACT OF 2018

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 8, 2018

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
today, | am pleased to introduce a bill to re-
form the Federal Protective Service (FPS) be-
cause | believe it is long overdue to improve
the important organization. In the aftermath of
the 1995 Murrah Building bombing, the De-
partment of Justice (DOJ) assessed the vul-
nerability of Federal office buildings in the
United States, particularly to acts of terrorism
and other forms of violence. The DOJ report
made several recommendations, including up-
grading the Federal Protective Service (FPS)
and bringing each Federal facility up to min-
imum standards suggested for its security
level. When the Murrah Building in Oklahoma
City was attacked, it was after careful planning
that focused on gaps in the federal building
security at the site to allow the massive de-
struction and the loss of life that touched all
Americans.

The DOJ report noted that the FPS has the
experience and historical character to provide
security services in Federal buildings for much
of the Federal workforce. But, the report also
noted that FPS has limited resources to deter-
mine building security requirements to address
terrorist threats. FPS, according to the report,
needs to re-establish its role and take the lead
in emphasizing the need for security.

Unfortunately years later, many of the re-
forms that DOJ found necessary have not
taken place. Since the bombing of the Murrah
Building, the Government Accountability Office
(GAO) and the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Inspector General have both issued nu-
merous reports indicating where FPS needs to
improve in order to prevent another tragedy
and improve security in Federal buildings. The
GAO has made very clear that FPS must in-
crease its oversight of its contract guard force,
improve screening practices, and be more
nimble in responding to threats to Federal
buildings.

The Federal Protective Service is a part of
the frontline defense for thousands of Federal
buildings, which include Federal courthouses,
Social Security Administration buildings, Agen-
cy headquarters, and other buildings. FPS has
approximately 1,300 employees, including ap-
proximately 1,000 Law Enforcement Officers
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