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leader does, in fact, bring a bill to the
floor quickly.

In fact, the suggestion that had been
made by many Members of his party
and mine to bring four options to the
floor seems absolutely consistent with
the Speaker’s pledge to take the tough
issues head-on; and that is, bring the
Democratic bill that is cosponsored by
one of the senior Republicans, ILEANA
ROS-LEHTINEN, to the floor; bring the
Goodlatte bill, which has been reported
out of the Republican Judiciary Com-
mittee, to the floor; bring a bill co-
sponsored by Mr. HURD and Mr.
AGUILAR to the floor.

Then what we provide, Mr. Leader, is
that the Speaker can bring a bill to the
floor of his choosing. What could be
fairer than that to let the people’s
House speak on this critically impor-
tant issue? So I would hope the gen-
tleman would facilitate that coming to
the floor.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, let me say that
this is the most closed Congress in his-
tory. He talks about coming to his of-
fice, and I have. We have worked con-
structively and positively together,
and I have great respect for the major-
ity leader. I know he is very close to
President Trump, and he has talked
about his working with President
Trump to move forward.

Let us hope that the talks with
Korea bear fruit. We have had a lot of
talks with the Koreans. They have
made a lot of pledges, and they haven’t
followed them. We will see what hap-
pens. We are hoping for the best.

In coming to your office, we have had
some discussions. We have had discus-
sions about DACA. But, very frankly,
when we come to this floor, this is the
most closed Congress, Mr. Leader, in
recent history, if not history. We have
had 85 closed rules. Zero, not a single
open rule have we considered.

Over 2,000 germane amendments have
been blocked by the Rules Committee.
Mr. Speaker, that is amendments that
are in order, and they have been
blocked. In fact, 194 Republicans—Re-
publicans—have been refused the op-
portunity to move forward on their
amendments.

Now, I know that the leader’s sched-
ule is such that we can conclude this
debate. I have other things to say. But
I am hopeful that, frankly, whatever
we bring to the floor, bring it on a rule
that provides for full consideration,
bring it that reflects facing the tough
issues, bring it so the House can work
its will on these bills, including the
farm bill, including an immigration
bill that protects the Dreamers, and in-
cluding other legislation so critical to
this country. Let the House work its
will through the amendatory process.

Mr. Speaker, unless the gentleman
wants to say something, I yield back
the balance of my time.
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ADJOURNMENT FROM  FRIDAY,
JUNE 8, 2018, TO TUESDAY, JUNE
12, 2018

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that, when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Tuesday, June 12, 2018, when it
shall convene at noon for morning-hour
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ARRINGTON). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

————

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA POWER
AGENCY’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend the Northern Cali-
fornia Power Agency, also known as
NCPA, on its 50th anniversary.

NCPA was established in 1968 by a
consortium of locally owned electric
utilities to make joint investments in
energy resources that would ensure an
affordable, reliable, and clean supply of
electricity for customers in its member
communities.

The agency’s mission is to provide
members with reliable, efficient, and
cost-effective wholesale power and en-
ergy-related services. I can tell you
that, during my time in Congress as
well as my time in the California State
Legislature, the agency meets that
mission with flying marks.

They also own and operate nearly 260
megawatts of in-state hydropower re-
sources that generate carbon-free elec-
tricity for Californians while also pro-
viding many outdoor recreational ben-
efits, helping to meet the renewable
mandate for electricity in the State.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in commending the NCPA for
50 years of invaluable service to its
public power members and their re-
spective communities.

———

SENTENCING REDUCTION

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
have had the opportunity to serve on
the Judiciary Committee for a number
of years. It is a committee that has al-
most two-thirds of the jurisdiction of
the United States Congress. What I
love about it: It is a protector of the
rights of the American people through
the Bill of Rights and the Constitution.

The pardon is an act of mercy, and
this past week I applauded the act of
mercy that was generated for a woman
in Alabama who had a sentence of 100
years for a small, nonviolent drug of-
fense. That woman became a minister
and worked on degrees while she was
incarcerated.
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I think we can expand on this con-
cept of mercy and pass sentencing re-
duction, which goes to the reflection
on sentencing that has been done under
mandatory minimums for nonviolent
offenses where individuals are incarcer-
ated across the Nation for 25, 30, 40, 50
years, and even life. If we do that
through the legislative process, we will
have a structure that will look at these
individuals to make sure that they can
contribute to society.

We need the National Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation, the National Association of
Law Enforcement, the evangelicals,
people of all faiths; we need lawyers;
we need social workers; we need physi-
cians to look at how this impacts fami-
lies. We can do this with the House and
the Senate. I commit to this Congress
the interest in sentencing reduction.

———

CLEAN WATER PROVIDES CHIL-
DREN WITH A CAREFREE RE-
CESS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for
most students here in the TUnited
States, recess is a time for recreation.
For the pupils of Balkumari Primary
School in Kathmandu, Nepal, recess is
the only opportunity for them to get
water.

For decades, the school relied on a
tiny stream as its only source of drink-
able water, a 20-minute walk away. In
2013, however, the stream dried up,
leaving the school without access to
drinkable water. So the education
stopped.

Mr. Speaker, the story has a happy
ending because the Balkumari Primary
School received U.S. aid for water. Now
with water access, students scramble
out of the schoolyard, learning and de-
veloping with an education, as normal
kids should.

This is why the Water for the World
Act that Representative BLUMENAUER
and I authored is so important, which
is now the law of the land. The legisla-
tion requires a comprehensive plan for
the United States to aid other coun-
tries in securing clean water.

We have it within our power to help
kids 1like the Balkumari Primary
School because, Mr. Speaker, water is
life.

And that is just the way it is.

———
WORLD OCEANS DAY

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, water is
life. Growing up in Hawaii, we have a
unique appreciation for the protection
of our resources, from our mountains
all the way down to our oceans. It is
something that we grow up with, that
we have a responsibility to take care of
our home, to keep it clean, not only for
us, but for future generations.
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