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and safety planning, and can directly
connect calls to a seamless referral
system of more than 4,500 community
programs across the United States.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan legislation. Do-
mestic violence has no place in our so-
ciety, and we must stand up for victims
and work to eradicate domestic vio-
lence for good.

————

CELEBRATING A TREMENDOUS
VICTORY LAST NIGHT BY THE
WASHINGTON CAPITALS

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, it is warm
in here.

Mr. Speaker, there is joy in the
Washington Capital Region today.

When I get up in the morning every
day and I read the front page of the
Washington Post, I say: Oh, my good-
ness.

Today, I read the front page of the
Washington Post. ‘“At last, Capitals,”
with Alex Ovechkin holding the Stan-
ley Cup high, celebrates.

Mr. Speaker, I was in the Maryland
State Senate in 1973, and one of the
great citizens of our region, Abe Pollin,
said to us, to me, and to others: We
want to build an arena in Prince
George’s County. It was called the Cap-
ital Center.

And in 1974, Abe Pollin brought hock-
ey to the Washington Metropolitan
area.

Abe Pollin died not too long ago. Be-
fore he died, he sold the Caps to Ted
Leonsis. Abe Pollin and Ted Leonsis
are ecstatic today.

Forty-four years, and now we are the
national champions. Mr. Speaker, I rise
with great joy and excitement to cele-
brate the tremendous victory last
night by the Washington Capitals in
the Stanley Cup finals.

The Caps had an extraordinary sea-
son and brought home a victory for the
national capital region; its first major
sports championship since 1992.

When team captain Alex Ovechkin
raised the Stanley Cup over his head
last night, he did so on behalf of thou-
sands upon thousands upon thousands
of Caps fans across our region, includ-
ing, of course, my district.

That moment came after a 4-3 vic-
tory over an extraordinary team, the
Vegas Golden Knights, who, in their
first season as an expansion team in
the National Hockey League, became
the first team to come to the finals in
that status. They had a magnificent
season and their own exciting path to
the finals during their inaugural sea-
son.

As the celebrations continue from
last night into today and over the com-
ing days, I want to offer my congratu-
lations to the players, coaches, mana-
gerial staff, and my thanks to all the
fans who made the Caps’ victory pos-
sible.

I hope my colleagues, dare I say even
the ones from Nevada, will join me in
congratulating them as well.
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Alex Ovechkin was chosen as the
most valuable player, having scored 15
goals in the playoffs.

Mr. Speaker, I want to say one last
thing. My father was born in Denmark.
Lars Eller, a member of the Wash-
ington Capitals, was born and lives in
Denmark, scored the winning goal.

The colors of the Danish flag, as
some of you may know, are red and
white. How appropriate. How wonder-
ful. How grateful we are for the vision
of Abe Pollin and the sponsorship of
Ted Leonsis.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind Members to appear
on the floor in proper attire.

———
COMMEMORATING THE 136TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE YAKAMA
TREATY

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the 136th anni-
versary of the Yakama Nation Treaty
of 1855.

On June 9 in 1855, the United States
entered into an agreement with the
confederated tribes and bands of the
Yakama Nation. This treaty marked
the beginning of a successful relation-
ship between the Yakamas, the Federal
Government, and the people of Central
Washington State.

I am proud to display a copy of the
treaty of 18556 in my office here in
Washington, D.C. as a reminder of the
Federal Government’s obligations.

The Yakama Nation’s presence and
influence is evident in my district. The
Yakama Nation Museum and Cultural
Center provides students and visitors
an inside look at the history and the
values of the Tribes. The newly opened
Yakama Warriors Association’s Vet-
erans Center provides resources and as-
sistance to veterans on or near the
Yakama Reservation. Events and cele-
brations bring communities together
to honor and preserve the Yakama Na-
tion’s cultural traditions.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the
Yakamas’ input as I work to represent
all of Central Washington, and I look
forward to continuing to ensure their
voices are heard on the important deci-
sions that affect the land that we all
love.

RENAMING THE OYSTER BAY NA-
TIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE TO

THE CONGRESSMAN LESTER

WOLFF NATIONAL WILDLIFE

REFUGE

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today in honor of the illustrious public
service career of a former Member of
this body, Congressman Lester Wolff,
who will soon be celebrating his 100th
birthday.

June 8, 2018

In recognition of his monumental
contributions to the preservation and
protection of our environment, espe-
cially on Long Island’s beautiful North
Shore, I am proposing the renaming of
the Oyster Bay National Wildlife Ref-
uge to the Congressman Lester Wolff
National Wildlife Refuge.

These precious wetlands, at Con-
gressman Lester Wolff’s urging, were
protected in 1968. In 1967, the New York
state legislature had, at the insistence
of then-Governor Nelson Rockefeller
and master planner Robert Moses, au-
thorized a bridge across the Long Is-
land Sound.

Lester immediately saw this bridge
would spoil the pristine and precious
resource of the Long Island Sound, and
soon found himself at the center of an
enormous political fight. Lester won,
and the Oyster Bay Wildlife Refuge was
born.

Lester’s efforts in 1968 are an impor-
tant part of our Nation’s environ-
mental history. I urge my colleagues to
support the renaming to the Lester
Wolff National Wildlife Refuge, and I
wish Lester a happy 100th year and
many more.

——————

SUPPORTING THE MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION AND VETERANS AF-
FAIRS APPROPRIATIONS BILL

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of the Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs Appropriations
bill.

Providing robust funding to the VA
is a step in the right direction to en-
sure our veterans receive the best pos-
sible care.

This legislation increases funding to
the VA to the highest level ever. That
funding will go towards providing for
America’s heroes. We are increasing
funding for homeless veterans’ serv-
ices, mental healthcare, suicide pre-
vention, opioid abuse, traumatic brain
injury research and treatments, and
rural health initiatives, just to name a
few.

As the son of an Army family and an
Army surgeon, I have seen firsthand
many issues that our veterans face. As
chairman of the VA Subcommittee on
Health, I am working to instill real
changes at the VA. This means better
care for our men and women who have
served our Nation.

Funding these important initiatives
is a crucial part of repaying those who
fought for our freedoms. I urge all of
my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.

——
TODAY IS WORLD OCEANS DAY

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, in the
time I make these remarks, 1 minute,
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