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714) on the resolution (H. Res. 898) di-
recting the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity to transmit certain documents 
to the House of Representatives relat-
ing to Department of Homeland Secu-
rity policies and activities relating to 
homeland security information pro-
duced and disseminated regarding cy-
bersecurity threats posed by the ZTE 
Corporation, headquartered in 
Shenzhen, China, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise for 
the purpose of inquiring of the major-
ity leader the schedule for the week to 
come. 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCCARTHY), the majority 
leader. 

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, no votes 
are expected in the House. On Tuesday, 
the House will meet at noon for morn-
ing hour and at 2 p.m. for legislative 
business. Votes will be postponed until 
6:30 p.m. On Wednesday and Thursday, 
the House will meet at 10 a.m. for 
morning hour and noon for legislative 
business. On Friday, the House will 
meet at 9 a.m. for legislative business. 
Last votes of the week are expected no 
later than 3 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider 
a number of suspensions next week, a 
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business today. All 
of these bills will be focusing on one 
thing: fighting our Nation’s opioid epi-
demic. 

America has the greatest mission 
statement in the world: form a more 
perfect Union. This is our task here. 

I am encouraged by all of the good 
things I am seeing around the country. 
We have 6.7 million jobs open. We have 
just created our millionth job since the 
tax cut has been passed. Unemploy-
ment is tying a 50-year low. In fact, 
Mr. Speaker, in the last 49 years, there 
has only been 7 months where unem-
ployment has been below 4 percent, and 
two of those months were April and 
May that we just went through. 

Americans’ net worth has increased 
to $100 trillion. That is $7 trillion since 
the election, the highest we have ever 
seen. We also just passed last night, 
Mr. Speaker, the largest rescission 
package in the history of Congress. 

But I also know that it is our respon-
sibility to work every day to make our 
Nation even stronger. So, Mr. Speaker, 
we are in the middle of the deadliest 
drug crisis in history. For the first 
time, drug overdoses are now the lead-
ing cause of death for Americans under 
the age of 50. 174 of our friends and 

family, our neighbors, are lost every 
day to substance abuse. Simply put, we 
need all hands on deck to attack this 
crisis. 

That is why we will bring over 60 
bills from eight different committees 
to the floor in the coming weeks to 
combat this crisis and save lives. This 
includes: 

H.R. 5788, the Securing the Inter-
national Mail Against Opioids Act, 
sponsored by Representative MIKE 
BISHOP. This bill will close loopholes in 
international shipping to stop the flow 
of synthetic opioids; 

Next, H.R. 5735, the THRIVE Act, 
sponsored by Representative ANDY 
BARR, which would establish a pilot 
program for evidence-based transi-
tional housing nonprofits that have ex-
perience in recovery and skills train-
ing; 

H.R. 2851, the Stop Importation and 
Trafficking of Synthetic Analogues 
Act, sponsored by Representative JOHN 
KATKO. This bill will enable law en-
forcement to more swiftly respond to 
synthetic drugs and keep our commu-
nities safe. 

Along with numerous other bills, 
passing these will truly help us form a 
more perfect Union. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I want to con-
gratulate my friend across the aisle. 
We are no strangers to droughts in 
California, but a 44-year championship 
drought is quite something. So 
congrats to my friend’s beloved Wash-
ington Capitals on finally winning 
Lord Stanley’s cup. It was a fun series 
to watch. It was a well-deserved vic-
tory for your team and for all of the 
fans of this region. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend for the information he has 
given us, and I certainly thank him for 
his comments at the close of his initial 
statement on the colloquy. 

We are all ecstatic, as I am sure the 
gentleman can understand, that after 
44 years—and I might say I was an ini-
tial season ticket holder to the Wash-
ington Capitals, who started their ca-
reer at the Capital Center in Prince 
George’s County under the ownership 
and tutelage of Abe Pollin, an extraor-
dinary member of our community who 
died, and then now under Ted Leonsis’ 
leadership, and, of course, Alex 
Ovechkin’s extraordinary accomplish-
ments of his own, being named the 
most valuable player. 

And I might say, as I know the gen-
tleman would join me in saying, the 
Las Vegas team had an extraordinary 
accomplishment themselves, being the 
first expansion team ever to make it to 
the finals in the National Champion-
ship. 

So, it was a wonderful night for those 
of us who live in the Washington Na-
tional Capital area, and we thank the 
gentleman for his observation. 

Let me say as well, that we share the 
gentleman’s happiness that the econ-
omy is doing well. It is doing well. 

What he did not observe, but we are 
happy about, is that President Obama, 
under his leadership, took this econ-
omy from the worst economy that the 
gentleman and I have experienced in 
our lifetimes to one of the best. 

Now, it was not the best, because the 
best economy was under Bill Clinton in 
the late 1990s in terms of almost every 
indication. But it is certainly positive 
information, as the gentleman has 
pointed out, of where the economy is 
now. 

So we all welcome that. We are hope-
ful, of course, that we will build on 
that. 

The gentleman mentions there are 
over 6 million jobs available. One of 
the challenges, as the gentleman 
knows, is that we don’t have the skill 
sets matching the jobs, and that is why 
they are vacant. That is why they are 
unable to fill them. We need to, I 
think, focus on that. We need to focus 
on investing in our infrastructure. 

But as was mentioned on the floor 
yesterday in terms of a couple of the 
bills TIM RYAN, in particular, men-
tioned, there are still 4 in 10 adults who 
can’t pay a $400 bill if it came present. 
So we have work to do, and hopefully 
we can do that together. 

But it certainly is good news that un-
employment is down and the economy 
is moving along, continuing in the path 
that, from our perspective, was set by 
President Obama, and that President 
Trump, unlike President Obama, inher-
ited a thriving, robust, growing econ-
omy. So I am pleased that we have 
gone to that place. 

Now, I know the gentleman indicated 
that a number of opioid-related bills 
will be on the floor next week. I talked 
to the chairman of the committee yes-
terday, the gentleman from Oregon, 
and most of those are bipartisan bills. 
I hope all of them will end up, as they 
come to the floor, as bipartisan bills. 

The addiction crisis, of course, re-
quires that we invest in a comprehen-
sive, long-term approach to expanding 
access to substance abuse treatment. I 
hope we can tackle this issue in a 
meaningful and bipartisan way. But I 
do want to address a number of other 
upcoming items for this work period, 
starting with the farm bill. 

As the gentleman knows, last month, 
the farm bill failed on the House floor, 
and we have until June 22 to recon-
sider. My question is: Does the gen-
tleman expect that we will see a farm 
bill on the floor by June 22? 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-

tleman for yielding. 
The answer to the question is yes. 
I believe the farm bill is incredibly 

important for so many reasons. The 
food and agriculture industry drive 
more than 43 million jobs, over a quar-
ter of all American jobs. 

And it is what you talked about ear-
lier. Yes, the economy is moving so 
well after the tax cut: more than 3 mil-
lion new jobs, more than 1 million just 
since the tax cut bill went through, we 
recently reached. 
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And the other challenge we now find 

ourselves in, and it is an interesting 
challenge we haven’t found ourselves in 
in quite some time: there are 6.7 mil-
lion jobs out there, but only 6.3 million 
people looking for them. It has been 
the reverse for quite some time, and we 
are actually in a stronger position, so 
we need to have job training. 

The uniqueness of this farm bill, it 
provides those able bodies who do not 
have underage children, that we are 
going to give them the training to help 
them get into the workforce. So it is 
just more good news, and our intention 
is to pass that this month; and as soon 
as it is scheduled, I will inform all 
Members. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his observation. 

He talks about work. We are requir-
ing those to work to work in order to 
get government benefits. What is con-
troversial about that? 

Democrats support work. We want to 
see people working. We oppose, how-
ever, your SNAP proposal because it is 
antiwork. You are taking a work re-
quirement that is working and replac-
ing it with one that won’t work. 

This is not about putting people to 
work. It is about pretending that you 
care about work as cover for taking as-
sistance away from struggling families. 

As a result of this bill, there will be 
fewer working—I know the majority 
leader wants to hear this particular 
piece of information. 

As a result of this bill as it is cur-
rently written, there will be fewer 
working SNAP beneficiaries, not more, 
and millions more people going hungry. 
That is the working poor who are get-
ting nutritional assistance for them-
selves and their families. There will be 
less of them under your bill. 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Well, I thank my 

friend for yielding, and this is just a 
clear example of the difference in phil-
osophical opinion. 

b 1200 

We had this same debate when it 
came to the tax bill—that it was going 
to be Armageddon; if people got bo-
nuses, it would be crumbs; and that we 
would be in a really worse position 
than we are. 

Well, as we found out, Mr. Speaker, 
that is totally untrue. The economy is 
stronger. Again, in the last 49 years 
there has only been 7 months in the 
history of America where unemploy-
ment was below 4 percent. Two of those 
seven months are April and May of this 
year. We just hit 1 million new jobs, 
based upon that tax cut. More so since 
the election. Household wealth has in-
creased by $7 trillion just since the 
election. 

Now, this is the philosophical dif-
ference. Currently, two-thirds of able- 
bodied adults report no earned income 
at all. Why? 

Because the SNAP program is letting 
them down. Not a single child or fam-
ily who currently qualifies will be cut 

off. Our proposal only applies to those 
age 18 to 59. It exempts pregnant 
women, individuals who are mentally 
or physically disabled, and the primary 
caregivers of a child under the age of 6. 
What we do is give them the job train-
ing to get back into the workforce. 

Because of that, according to the 
Foundation for Government Account-
ability, 83 percent of Americans sup-
port work requirements for SNAP. 
That includes 71 percent of Democrats. 
Unfortunately, when that bill came to 
the floor, every Democrat said no. 

Mr. Speaker, that was the same thing 
that happened when we gave the Amer-
ican public tax cuts and created new 
jobs and the lowest unemployment— 
unemployment claims gives you the 
best projection of unemployment—in 44 
years. Forty-four years, Mr. Speaker. 

Do you know another statistic that 
just came out? 

Small businesses are the greatest 
creators of new jobs. Since 1974 they 
have always surveyed them and they 
asked them this question: Is now a 
good time to expand? 

Mr. Speaker, remember what a small 
business is. They don’t have a great 
amount of capital. It is at its highest 
level since they took this poll. 

So I don’t mind having a philo-
sophical difference of agreement, be-
cause there is a contrast between us. 
There is a contrast in philosophy. One 
believes it would be Armageddon if you 
let people keep more of what they earn. 
The facts don’t pan out. Thankfully, 
we were successful, Mr. Speaker. The 
American people can keep more. 

The other thing that happened, Mr. 
Speaker, is that 48 out of 50 States 
have a lower electrical bill. Also, in 
one company, 1.2 million of their em-
ployees have longer maternity leave. 

The sad part is, I wish I could have 
sat here and said: As America, making 
it a more perfect Union, this whole 
body voted for it. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Speaker, one side had to carry the 
load. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman is ecstatic about recent statis-
tics. I think that he has, of course, 
warrant to be. 

Let me read to the gentleman statis-
tics over a 68-year period where Demo-
crats have had the Presidency and Re-
publicans have had the Presidency on 
and off. The gentleman’s words are al-
most exactly the same words I heard in 
2001 and 2003 when we were told and the 
country was told, if we adopted those 
tax bills that the gentleman is so very 
proud of—which is plunging our coun-
try $1.8 trillion into additional debt, 
which he and his party wrung their 
hands about so repeatedly—and that 
the CBO says is a result of what I be-
lieve to be the most fiscally irrespon-
sible Congress in which I have served. 

Let me repeat that. I have served in 
18 Congresses. I believe this past Con-
gress to be, this Congress that we are 
in, the most fiscally irresponsible Con-
gress in which I have served. 

Yes, we have a philosophical dif-
ference. You gave 83 percent of your 

tax revenues to the richest people in 
America. CBO says that; I don’t say 
that. And 17 percent to all the rest; i.e., 
some 300 million-plus Americans. 

Yes, we have a philosophical dif-
ference. We would have suggested that 
the mix be a little fairer to those in the 
middle and the bottom of the economic 
growth. But, no, you chose to give your 
benefits to the wealthiest in America. 
Not surprising. It is trickle-down eco-
nomics one more time. 

In 2001 and 2003, what happened? You 
did the tax cuts. 

And what happened 6 years later? 
The country was plunged into the deep-
est recession you, Mr. Majority Leader, 
or me have ever experienced in our life. 
As a matter of fact, you have to be 
over 90 years of age to have experi-
enced a deeper recession than was 
brought on by the Bush economic poli-
cies in the last decade, a depth of reces-
sion which the Obama policies brought 
us out of faster than any other nation 
in the world. 

Those are the statistics. Faster than 
any other nation. The stock market— 
we are all about the stock market. The 
stock market went up almost 300 per-
cent under Barack Obama. Now, when 
you get to 300 percent, we will about 
how well you have done. We will see 
what your trade policies that the 
President is imposing on the country 
do to employers and to employees and 
to consumers. We will see. 

But let me tell you what has hap-
pened over the last 68 years under 
Democratic Presidents and under Re-
publican Presidents. The gentleman 
wants to know about history. Under 
Republican Presidents over the 36 
years that your party enjoyed control 
of the Presidency, the GDP grew by an 
average of 2.5 percent. Under Demo-
crats for 32 years, by 4.1 percent. 

Now, what did that 1.6 percent dif-
ference mean? 

What it meant was, under Republican 
Presidents over the last 68 years, 35 
million jobs were created. The gen-
tleman talks about jobs. Under Demo-
cratic Presidents—4 less years, 32 
years—there were 64.960 million jobs 
created. 

Now, I hope, unlike your past per-
formance, that the job growth con-
tinues, that the stock market increase 
continues, but that has not been the 
history. We will see. 

So I hope that when you deal with 
the farm bill, notwithstanding your 
statistics, that you bring a bipartisan 
bill. Very frankly, the farm bill has 
historically been a farm bill. But what 
you did was passed a tax bill giving the 
rich 83 percent of its benefits. And in 
the farm bill you were taking nutri-
tional assistance away from families 
and children. That is why you couldn’t 
pass it, among other reasons. It was 
not bipartisan, as it was two Con-
gresses ago when we reauthorized this. 
You tried to cut the SNAP program by 
$40 billion. 

The gentleman well knows the Sen-
ate is not pursuing your policies either 
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on the Republican side or the Demo-
cratic side. 

You are missing a lot of good infor-
mation. 

The fact of the matter is, you know 
your farm bill is not going to pass the 
Senate. 

Mr. Leader, on the farm bill I would 
urge you to come together with us. I 
don’t know that there is a more bipar-
tisan member of this Congress than 
COLLIN PETERSON, the ranking Demo-
cratic on the Agriculture Committee. 
Very frankly, the chairman was not in-
terested in a bipartisan bill. I don’t 
know whether it was by direction or 
his own view. 

But let us come to a bipartisan 
agreement on this farm bill and pass it 
over to the Senate so that you can do 
something, not just talk about how you 
are reducing nutritional assistance to 
people that rely on it for their food 
every day. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding. 
I would be upset, too, if I voted 

against every economic bill brought to 
this floor that had the opportunity to 
grow America—and the statistics prove 
it. 

It is not me saying it. It is The New 
York Times. To be frank, Mr. Speaker, 
I don’t think they have ever said many 
nice things about Republicans. But this 
is what they said about the economics 
of today: ‘‘We ran out of words to de-
scribe how good the job numbers are. 
The economy is in a sweet spot, with 
steady growth and broad improvement 
in the labor market.’’ That is The New 
York Times. 

I don’t have a problem if you are 
upset by the fact that the economy is 
exactly what we said would happen if 
we got the economic changes we de-
sired. Just as when we looked at de-
regulation, we will continue to make 
this move forward. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have heard many 
times on the other side of the aisle in 
these colloquies: Work with us. Work 
with us on CHIP. 

But, Mr. Speaker, they are being di-
rected by people higher up not to work 
with us in the committee, just as they 
said not to work with us on the farm 
bill, when we were working together 
the whole time. But we kept the things 
they wanted inside that bill. 

Just as we voted on this floor a little 
earlier today, there was a message that 
went out from the leader on the other 
side to not vote at all. So they held 
their votes until it passed, and 23 
brave, courageous individuals on the 
other side broke from the letter that 
the leadership asked them not to vote 
for. 

What was it about? 
It was about VA and veterans. 
I think you have got to stop playing 

politics. 
Just last night on this floor, Mr. 

Speaker, I heard from my dear friend 
who was very concerned because there 
was an agreement and the trust was 

going to be broken. Even though at the 
end of the day he couldn’t vote for that 
agreement and trust that we worked so 
hard together on in an omni, that if we 
did anything in a rescission package to 
cut funding that the taxpayers would 
want us to do, that he couldn’t deal 
with the omni. 

So I took him at his word. He said: 
You had 1, 2, 3 years in these commit-
tees. They just sat there in these pro-
grams. 

There is a program in there that has 
$4.7 billion parked by the Obama ad-
ministration to help fund electric cars. 
What was the one automotive company 
that went bankrupt and took the 
money as well? Fisker. That is $4.7 bil-
lion. Nothing has been done on that 
since 2011. 

So I took him at his word. We worked 
with the administration. We brought 
the largest rescission package here, be-
cause, yes, we want to take care of this 
debt. We think it is the responsibility 
of everybody here. But, no, those words 
rang hollow that day. There wasn’t a 
vote for that, but we were able to pass 
it anyway. 

I look right here at the Economic 
Cycle Research Institute in October 
2016. It is their numbers. There was a 2 
percent average growth under Obama 
versus 2.7 under Bush. In terms of aver-
age pace of GDP growth, Obama’s was 
the slowest expansion on record. The 
numbers prove otherwise on what you 
say, but the most important thing it 
proves is that people are working. Peo-
ple care about the security of their job. 
People care about the security and 
safety of the country. 

I feel very thankful that next week 
our President will be sitting down with 
the leader of North Korea with the 
hopes that we can make this world 
more secure. 

We are building the security of jobs. 
We are building the security of the 
world. I would firmly believe: Let the 
American public judge whether they 
are better off today than they were a 
few short years ago. 

I don’t need numbers to show it. I can 
just see every statistic, the jobs, the 
people, and I am proud of that fact. 

I ask, Mr. Speaker, the other side to 
follow through. I have heard time and 
again: I would never shut the govern-
ment down; we wouldn’t go that polit-
ical. But when the day came, they did. 

Politics and the election are over. 
Let’s put people before politics. Let’s 
make sure this country is secure eco-
nomically and secure with safety 
around the world. And that is exactly 
what we are doing here. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I hear the 
words of the majority leader. He and 
his party, without exception, opposed 
President Obama’s programs. Without 
exception. 

We became the majority in 2007, and 
we worked with President Bush on a 
number of things, including a very sub-
stantiation environmental bill signed 
by President Bush, and other bills as 
well. 

He mentions about the rescission 
package. Mr. Speaker, if you will re-
call, when we had this debate some 
weeks ago, he said everything in this 
rescission bill is what we don’t need. 

Guess what, Mr. Speaker? Ebola 
money was rescinded in that bill some 
weeks ago, but not in this bill. He 
changed it because, very frankly, Mr. 
Speaker, they found out, oops, we need 
the Ebola money. So they took it out 
of this bill. 

We think you need the CHIP money. 
We think we need the CHIP money to 
make sure that if there is a happening 
or an occurrence that occurs, the CHIP 
money is needed either directly or indi-
rectly to make sure that children, in 
fact, are taken care of. 

b 1215 

Who has said that? Mr. TOM COLE has 
said that. We have used that money ef-
fectively and appropriately. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it is hard to believe 
that if the Ebola money—which I was 
assured was not needed—that cut was 
restored by our Republican friends, Mr. 
Speaker, because they found out, yes, 
it is needed. 

Now, in terms of wasting time, 65 
votes over the last Congress to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act—65—with a 
full and unquestioned knowledge that 
none of those votes would result in 
something happening for our country 
in the United States Senate. They 
weren’t going to vote for that. They 
knew that. So we spent a lot of time on 
that. 

Let me also say: The gentleman says 
let’s get about our business. Let me 
ask the gentleman: Does he expect a 
bill on the DACA protectees, the 
Dreamers, to come on the floor next 
week? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding. 
I said it before, and I will say it 

again: Republicans are committed to 
solving this issue for good, not passing 
a bill and patting ourselves on the 
back, but for dealing with this issue in 
a meaningful way that is beneficial to 
hardworking Americans. 

As you know, my door is always 
open. You have been there many times. 
I am committed to bringing all Mem-
bers to the table and working together 
to solve this problem. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, I need to go to 
a meeting dealing with this subject. I 
am late to it right now. But we will 
continue to work to solve this problem. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman. I would only say, I ap-
preciate his comments. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I have heard them a long 
time, many, many times: We are going 
to solve this issue. 

Mr. RYAN came to the floor and said: 
We are going to solve this issue. You 
vote for this caps bill, and we will get 
an immigration bill on the floor that 
will solve this issue. 

That was some 21⁄2 months ago. It is 
not solved yet, Mr. Speaker. I hope the 
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leader does, in fact, bring a bill to the 
floor quickly. 

In fact, the suggestion that had been 
made by many Members of his party 
and mine to bring four options to the 
floor seems absolutely consistent with 
the Speaker’s pledge to take the tough 
issues head-on; and that is, bring the 
Democratic bill that is cosponsored by 
one of the senior Republicans, ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN, to the floor; bring the 
Goodlatte bill, which has been reported 
out of the Republican Judiciary Com-
mittee, to the floor; bring a bill co-
sponsored by Mr. HURD and Mr. 
AGUILAR to the floor. 

Then what we provide, Mr. Leader, is 
that the Speaker can bring a bill to the 
floor of his choosing. What could be 
fairer than that to let the people’s 
House speak on this critically impor-
tant issue? So I would hope the gen-
tleman would facilitate that coming to 
the floor. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, let me say that 
this is the most closed Congress in his-
tory. He talks about coming to his of-
fice, and I have. We have worked con-
structively and positively together, 
and I have great respect for the major-
ity leader. I know he is very close to 
President Trump, and he has talked 
about his working with President 
Trump to move forward. 

Let us hope that the talks with 
Korea bear fruit. We have had a lot of 
talks with the Koreans. They have 
made a lot of pledges, and they haven’t 
followed them. We will see what hap-
pens. We are hoping for the best. 

In coming to your office, we have had 
some discussions. We have had discus-
sions about DACA. But, very frankly, 
when we come to this floor, this is the 
most closed Congress, Mr. Leader, in 
recent history, if not history. We have 
had 85 closed rules. Zero, not a single 
open rule have we considered. 

Over 2,000 germane amendments have 
been blocked by the Rules Committee. 
Mr. Speaker, that is amendments that 
are in order, and they have been 
blocked. In fact, 194 Republicans—Re-
publicans—have been refused the op-
portunity to move forward on their 
amendments. 

Now, I know that the leader’s sched-
ule is such that we can conclude this 
debate. I have other things to say. But 
I am hopeful that, frankly, whatever 
we bring to the floor, bring it on a rule 
that provides for full consideration, 
bring it that reflects facing the tough 
issues, bring it so the House can work 
its will on these bills, including the 
farm bill, including an immigration 
bill that protects the Dreamers, and in-
cluding other legislation so critical to 
this country. Let the House work its 
will through the amendatory process. 

Mr. Speaker, unless the gentleman 
wants to say something, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, 
JUNE 8, 2018, TO TUESDAY, JUNE 
12, 2018 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that, when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet on Tuesday, June 12, 2018, when it 
shall convene at noon for morning-hour 
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ARRINGTON). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA POWER 
AGENCY’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the Northern Cali-
fornia Power Agency, also known as 
NCPA, on its 50th anniversary. 

NCPA was established in 1968 by a 
consortium of locally owned electric 
utilities to make joint investments in 
energy resources that would ensure an 
affordable, reliable, and clean supply of 
electricity for customers in its member 
communities. 

The agency’s mission is to provide 
members with reliable, efficient, and 
cost-effective wholesale power and en-
ergy-related services. I can tell you 
that, during my time in Congress as 
well as my time in the California State 
Legislature, the agency meets that 
mission with flying marks. 

They also own and operate nearly 260 
megawatts of in-state hydropower re-
sources that generate carbon-free elec-
tricity for Californians while also pro-
viding many outdoor recreational ben-
efits, helping to meet the renewable 
mandate for electricity in the State. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in commending the NCPA for 
50 years of invaluable service to its 
public power members and their re-
spective communities. 

f 

SENTENCING REDUCTION 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
have had the opportunity to serve on 
the Judiciary Committee for a number 
of years. It is a committee that has al-
most two-thirds of the jurisdiction of 
the United States Congress. What I 
love about it: It is a protector of the 
rights of the American people through 
the Bill of Rights and the Constitution. 

The pardon is an act of mercy, and 
this past week I applauded the act of 
mercy that was generated for a woman 
in Alabama who had a sentence of 100 
years for a small, nonviolent drug of-
fense. That woman became a minister 
and worked on degrees while she was 
incarcerated. 

I think we can expand on this con-
cept of mercy and pass sentencing re-
duction, which goes to the reflection 
on sentencing that has been done under 
mandatory minimums for nonviolent 
offenses where individuals are incarcer-
ated across the Nation for 25, 30, 40, 50 
years, and even life. If we do that 
through the legislative process, we will 
have a structure that will look at these 
individuals to make sure that they can 
contribute to society. 

We need the National Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation, the National Association of 
Law Enforcement, the evangelicals, 
people of all faiths; we need lawyers; 
we need social workers; we need physi-
cians to look at how this impacts fami-
lies. We can do this with the House and 
the Senate. I commit to this Congress 
the interest in sentencing reduction. 

f 

CLEAN WATER PROVIDES CHIL-
DREN WITH A CAREFREE RE-
CESS 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for 
most students here in the United 
States, recess is a time for recreation. 
For the pupils of Balkumari Primary 
School in Kathmandu, Nepal, recess is 
the only opportunity for them to get 
water. 

For decades, the school relied on a 
tiny stream as its only source of drink-
able water, a 20-minute walk away. In 
2013, however, the stream dried up, 
leaving the school without access to 
drinkable water. So the education 
stopped. 

Mr. Speaker, the story has a happy 
ending because the Balkumari Primary 
School received U.S. aid for water. Now 
with water access, students scramble 
out of the schoolyard, learning and de-
veloping with an education, as normal 
kids should. 

This is why the Water for the World 
Act that Representative BLUMENAUER 
and I authored is so important, which 
is now the law of the land. The legisla-
tion requires a comprehensive plan for 
the United States to aid other coun-
tries in securing clean water. 

We have it within our power to help 
kids like the Balkumari Primary 
School because, Mr. Speaker, water is 
life. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

WORLD OCEANS DAY 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, water is 
life. Growing up in Hawaii, we have a 
unique appreciation for the protection 
of our resources, from our mountains 
all the way down to our oceans. It is 
something that we grow up with, that 
we have a responsibility to take care of 
our home, to keep it clean, not only for 
us, but for future generations. 
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