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Today is World Oceans Day, and we
have the opportunity to celebrate the
beauty of our world’s oceans and also
commit to keeping them clean.

Right now we see all over the world
that our oceans are under siege. Tem-
peratures are rising, pollution riddles
our waters and beaches, coral reefs are
dying off, and marine life are being
killed.

So as you recognize World Oceans
Day, we can think about how, in our
own lives—individually, as a family, as
communities—we can do our part to
take care of our planet by changing
things like making sure we are not
using toxic sunscreens that kill off our
coral reef or the single-use plastics
that pollute our waters.

We cannot wait for the tide to
change. We have got to take action to
make sure that our oceans and our
planet are safe and clean for all life for
generations to come.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Mariel
Ridgway, one of his secretaries.

———

AZERBAIJAN’S 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
commemorate the 100-year anniversary
of the independence of Azerbaijan and
to highlight the significance and im-
portance of the U.S.-Azerbaijan rela-
tionship.

Throughout its history, Azerbaijan
has resisted invasion from the Soviet
Union. They were pioneers in advanc-
ing the cause of women’s suffrage. Day
in and day out, Azerbaijan cooperates
on defense, counterintelligence, and
counterterrorism activities. Azerbaijan
established the first secular parliamen-
tary democracy in the Muslim world.
They have offered unconditional sup-
port to the United States after 9/11.

Here is to another 100 years of great
prosperity for the people of Azerbaijan
and a strong relationship with the
United States.

———

CONGRATULATING LIEUTENANT
COLONEL SEAN MORROW

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to congratulate Lieutenant Colo-
nel Sean Morrow, a constituent of the
Sixth District of Illinois.

On June 19, Sean will be taking com-
mand of the United Nations Security
Battalion in the Joint Security Area of
the Demilitarized Zone on the Korean
Peninsula. This unit is the most for-
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ward-deployed on the peninsula and
stands on the front lines of freedom 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, facing the
North Korean People’s Army eye to eye
in defense of democracy and our way of
life.

As the son of a Korean war company
commander myself, I am honored that
my constituent is taking the helm of
this command at such a crucial time.
Sean is a warrior-scholar. A Ph.D. can-
didate in international relations at the
University of Chicago, he is committed
to protecting the United States on the
battlefield but also rigorously studying
the pressing national security chal-
lenges we face and their solutions. He
has dedicated his life and his career to
keeping our Nation safe.

Mr. Speaker, I wish Sean, his wife
Meghan, and their three children God’s
very best, and I thank him for his serv-
ice.

——
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HONORING WILLIAM “BILL”
HAMILTON, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. FLORES) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Bill Hamilton, Jr. of
Overland Park, Kansas, who passed
away on January 4, 2018. Bill was born
in Dallas, Texas, on February 18, 1918.
In 1940, he graduated from the Agricul-
tural and Mechanical College of Texas,
now known as Texas A&M University,
with a degree in civil engineering.

In World War II, Bill served as a lieu-
tenant in the Army. He was in com-
mand of an antiaircraft unit in the
Philippines at Corregidor Island. Bill
was part of the American defensive
forces trying to hold Corregidor Island
from the Japanese.

Fighting valiantly, the American
forces held the island for 5 months,
only surrendering to Japanese forces
after all ammunition and supplies were
exhausted. The Japanese had expected
to take the island in 3 weeks.

On April 21, 1942, while defending
Corregidor, he and approximately 24
other Texas Aggies gathered together
at The Rock, as Corregidor is now
known, to observe Aggie Muster. While
Japanese bombs fell on the island,
those Aggies participated in this proud
tradition and called the roll for those
Aggies who had lost their lives during
the preceding months. This event dur-
ing wartime brought the solemn Aggie
Muster tradition to the attention of
the entire world.

With the passing of Bill Hamilton, we
have lost the last of the survivors of
the 1942 Muster at The Rock.

After being captured at Corregidor
Island, Bill spent 3% years as a pris-
oner of war, being held at camps, in-
cluding Camp Cabanatuan in the Phil-
ippines and Camp Fukuoka in Japan.
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Amazingly, Bill was a passenger on
three Japanese prisoner ships that
were struck by the U.S. Army Air
Force, yet he survived all three inci-
dents.

In August of 1945, he was finally lib-
erated by the American forces from
Camp Hoten in Manchuria. For his
honorable and distinguished service,
Bill received many honors, including a
Bronze Star, a Purple Heart, the Dis-
tinguished Unit Badge, three Oak Leaf
Clusters, and the Prisoner of War
Medal.

After the war, Bill resumed life in
America, and he married the love of his
life, Margaret Jacobs, in 1946. He also
began working for the Santa Fe Rail-
road as a bridge engineer. Bill worked
for the Santa Fe Railroad company for
38 years and was known as an exem-
plary employee.

A man of great character, Bill was an
integral part of the veterans commu-
nity and was a member of the Reserve
Officers Association, Defenders of the
Bataan and Corregidor, and American
Ex-Prisoners of War.

Mr. Speaker, selfless service to those
around him defined Bill Hamilton’s
life. He worked tirelessly to defend our
freedom and to better communities in
which he lived. He is loved by his com-
munity, and he certainly left an endur-
ing impression on our Nation. He will
be forever remembered as a selfless sol-
dier, community member, husband, fa-
ther, friend to hundreds, and an honor-
ably fighting Texas Aggie.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the Ham-
ilton family. We also lift up the family
and friends of Bill in our prayers.

I have requested that a United States
flag be flown over the Capitol to honor
the life and legacy of Bill Hamilton, Jr.

As I close today, I urge all Americans
to continue praying for our country
during these difficult times, for our
military men and women who protect
us from external threats, and for our
first responders who protect us here at
home.

HONORING WILTON A. LANNING

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Wilton Lanning of
Waco, Texas, who passed away on Jan-
uary 10, 2018.

Wilton was born on June 12, 1936, in
Waco. He graduated from Waco High
School and would go on to graduate
from Baylor University and would be a
proud Baylor Bear for the rest of his
life. At Baylor, Wilton met his wife of
57 years, Lianell ‘‘Lee’” Lanning.

Wilton was a lifelong Waco resident,
a proud advocate for Waco businesses,
and an avid amateur historian of the
city. He worked for 40 years at Waco’s
then oldest business, Tom Padgitt,
Inc., where he served as president and
CEO.

Always looking for ways to push de-
velopment in Waco, he served as the
executive director of the Waco Busi-
ness League, chairman of the Greater
Waco Chamber of Commerce, and he
was a member of the Baylor Waco
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Foundation. He also served on several
boards, including the Hillcrest Baptist
Medical Center, the Waco Industrial
Foundation, the Waco Mammoth Foun-
dation, the Brazos Higher Education
Service Corporation, and as president
of the board of the Waco YMCA.

Upon his retirement from the Waco
Business League, Wilton received the
Waco Business League Lifetime
Achievement Award. He was also the
recipient of awards such as the James
H. Lockwood Masonic Lodge 1343, the
AF. & A.M. Community Builder
Award, the National Philanthropy
Lifetime Achievement Award, and the
Silver Eagle Award from the Boy
Scouts of America.

Wilton built his life on a foundation
of serving and giving back to others, a
value he learned as an Eagle Scout and
certainly reenforced by his father who
served as a captain in the TUnited
States Army.

Wilton was a lifelong supporter of
Baylor University and an active mem-
ber of the Baylor Alumni Association.
In recognition of this, his family has
received the Baylor Alumni Associa-
tion’s First Family of Baylor Award.

Wilton also held a special place in his
heart for the Waco-born soft drink, Dr
Pepper. As a result, he cofounded the
Dr Pepper Museum in Waco, which de-
tails the origins of this famous soft
drink.

When he became a grandfather, he
asked to be called ‘“‘Dr Pepper” by his
grandkids. When he was rebuffed, he
settled on being called, simply, ‘‘Pep-
per.”’

Mr. Speaker, Wilton Lanning worked
tirelessly to better the Waco commu-
nity. From his 40 years at Padgitt’s to
his time with the Business League,
Wilton certainly left an impression on
central Texas. He will be forever re-
membered by his passion for Waco as a
great philanthropist, a businessman, a
husband, a father, a grandfather, and a
friend.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the
Lanning family. We also lift up the
family and friends of Wilton in our
prayers.

I have requested that a United States
flag be flown over the Capitol to honor
the life and legacy of Wilton Lanning.

As I close, I urge all Americans to
continue praying for their country dur-
ing these difficult times, for our mili-
tary men and women who protect us
from external threats, and for our first
responders who protect us here at
home.

HONORING BEATRICE RODRIGUEZ

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Beatrice Rodriguez of
Bryan, Texas, who passed away on Feb-
ruary 28, 2018.

Beatrice was born in Somerville,
Texas, in 1941. Her father was a rail-
road worker, who was paralyzed on the
job while he was in his thirties. Her
mother took care of the home and her
father after he was paralyzed.

Beatrice was one of nine children and
learned to cook at an early age to help
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her family. She also worked as a wait-
ress, picked cotton, and worked at a
grocery store to earn money for the
family.

When Beatrice was 18 years old, she
met the love of her life, Richard Rodri-
guez, at a dance in Caldwell, Texas.
After the dance, Richard and Beatrice
became inseparable.

Richard asked Beatrice’s father for
her hand in marriage, but her father
refused. The couple then decided to
elope, which they did on October 31,
1960. They were married for 57 loving
years and had three daughters.

In their thirties, the couple started
their first restaurant and named it the
Buccaneer. When a chance to move the
business to downtown Bryan came up,
the couple took the opportunity and
named the new restaurant Casa Rodri-
guez. Opened in 1978, the restaurant
serves authentic home-style Mexican
cuisine and has repeatedly been voted
as one of the best restaurants in the
Brazos Valley.

Beatrice was a local celebrity in our
Brazos Valley community. She was
known to always keep up a distin-
guished appearance in public, and she
owned a large collection of hats, which
earned her the nickname ‘‘The Hat
Lady’ around town. She had a warm
and fun-loving demeanor, which helped
her easily connect to those who en-
countered her.

Her caring heart came, in part, from
her deep faith in God. She was a devout
Catholic and attended Santa Teresa
Catholic Church in Bryan. You could
often find her in the church praying for
loved ones.

She was also a loving grandmother
and affectionately called Grandma Bea
by her seven grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, selfless service to her
community and to our community de-
fined Beatrice’s life. She worked tire-
lessly to uphold the values of Bryan-
College Station and brought smiles,
great food, and love to those around
her. She is loved by our residents and
certainly left an enduring impression
on our Brazos Valley community. She
will be forever remembered as a selfless
community leader, a wife, a mother, a
grandmother, and a dear friend.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the Rodri-
guez family. We also lift up the family
and friends of Beatrice Rodriguez in
our prayers.

I have requested that a United States
flag be flown over the Capitol to honor
the life and legacy of Beatrice Rodri-
guez.

As I close today, I ask all Americans
to continue praying for our country
during these difficult times, for our
families, for our military men and
women who protect us from external
threats, and for our first responders
who protect us here at home.

HONORING JOE RODRIGUEZ

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Joe Rodriguez of Waco,
Texas, who passed away on March 15,
2018.

June 8, 2018

Joe was born in 1941 in Ansonia,
Ohio. His family soon moved to Texas,
where he grew up under difficult cir-
cumstances in a tough neighborhood
between Bellmead and Waco. The
neighborhood was known as No Man’s
Land, where residents were known to
dig their own wells for water. Joe at-
tended La Vega High School and went
on to attend McLennan Community
College in Waco. During that time, he
also met and married the love of his
life, Alice Martinez.

Overcoming his difficult upbringing,
Joe became a leader in the Waco area.
He served two terms as mayor of
Bellmead and was a union leader at the
General Tire and Rubber Company
plant. He also served as the director of
the Economic Opportunities Advance-
ment Corporation’s Head Start pro-
gram. In one of his more prominent
roles, Joe also served as the CEO of the
Cen-Tex Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce for over 20 years.

Always sticking to his principles and
looking for ways to better our commu-
nity, Joe was committed to providing
equal opportunities for all, empowering
youth, and helping Hispanic-owned
businesses in the area succeed. He was
a strong advocate for minority commu-
nities and believed that there was
strength in diversity, and he advocated
for higher education as a way so that
anyone could make it in America.

Mr. Speaker, selfless service to those
around him defined Joe’s life. He
worked tirelessly to better our commu-
nity, and he built strong relationships
throughout Waco. He is loved by his
city, and he has certainly left an en-
during impression on our central Texas
community. He will be forever remem-
bered as a selfless community member,
leader, husband, father, grandfather,
great-grandfather, and friend.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the Rodri-
guez family. We also lift up the family
and friends of Joe in our prayers.

I have requested that a United States
flag be flown over the Capitol in honor
of the life and legacy of Joe Rodriguez.

As I close today, I ask all Americans
to continue praying for our country
during these difficult times, for our
military men and women who protect
us from external threats, and for our
first responders who protect us here at
home.

HONORING ARNOLD MATHIAS

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor my dear friend, Arnold
Robert Mathias, of Waco, Texas, who
passed away on April 27, 2018.

Arnold Mathias was born in 1922 in
Copperas Cove, Texas. While born in
very modest circumstances, his parents
would raise both him and his brother in
a loving and nurturing family during
the Great Depression.

After graduating from Copperas Cove
High School, Arnold attended the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley and
Texas Tech University, from which he
received a bachelor of business admin-
istration.
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Shortly after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, Arnold volunteered for the
U.S. Army. While initially, as an 18-
year-old, the bombing meant little to
him, he ultimately experienced a surge
of patriotism for our great Nation, and
he felt committed to serve. That patri-
otism and commitment stayed with
him throughout his lifetime.

During World War II, Arnold was the
leader of a tank platoon in the 13th Ar-
mored Division, 24th Tank Battalion
that was incorporated into General
Patton’s 3rd Army. He was wounded in
the battle for the German Ruhr Valley
when his tank exploded while under
heavy fire from the Germans.

After recovering from his wounds, he
returned to the front lines. Once vic-
tory was declared in Europe, he was
told to prepare for the Japanese inva-
sion. He was spared from being de-
ployed to Japan after President Tru-
man ordered the use of atomic bombs
to achieve victory over Japan.

After the war, Arnold married Margie
Dane Calhoun in 1950. Their 68-year
marriage produced a loving family
with three daughters who blessed him
with four grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

Upon leaving Active Duty, Arnold
began a long and fruitful career of pub-
lic service. He managed a couple of
community chambers of commerce in
central Texas before becoming a dis-
trict manager for the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce headquartered in Houston.
He also served as chairman of the zon-
ing commission and was elected to the
city commission and served as the
mayor of a small city in Harris County,
Texas. He then served as the south-
western regional manager for the U.S.
Chamber in Dallas.

Upon retiring from the U.S. Cham-
ber, Arnold served as district director
for the 11th Congressional District,
which at the time included Waco and
other portions of central Texas. He
then went on to continue working in
politics and public affairs as a consult-
ant.
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In addition to his professional career,
Arnold served and participated in
many civic and service associations,
including central Texas chairman of
the Girl Scouts of America, chairman
of the United Way, board member of
the Lions Club, the Downtown Dallas
Rotary Club, the Waco Rotary Club, a
Paul Harris Fellow, the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, the Cameron
Park Zoological Society, Keep Waco
Beautiful, and the Waco Historic Foun-
dation.

Arnold’s Christian faith was also
very important to him and his family.
At one time or another, he headed
nearly every office in the local con-
gregation of which he was a member.
He also held leadership positions as the
president of the Lone Star District of
the Walther League, as state treasurer
of the Lutheran Laymen’s League, and
as a member of the Board of Directors
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of the Texas District of the Lutheran
Church.

As a veteran, Arnold’s post-military
affiliations included the Disabled
American Veterans, the American Le-
gion, and the Military Order of the
Purple Heart.

In 2012, Arnold was nominated by
members of our community to receive
the Texas 17th Congressional District
Veteran Commendation. It was an
honor to bestow him with this unique
award that recognized not only his self-
less service to our Nation, but also a
community volunteer to our central
Texas community.

Even after Arnold’s death, his service
continued as he had his body sent to
the Anatomical Board of the State of
Texas for use in teaching and scientific
purposes.

Mr. Speaker, selfless service to those
around him defined Arnold’s life. He
worked tirelessly to better our commu-
nity and built strong relationships in
Waco. He is loved by his city, and cer-
tainly left an enduring impression on
our central Texas community. He will
be forever remembered as a selfless
community leader, a war hero, a vet-
eran, a husband, a father, a grand-
father, a great-grandfather, and a dear
friend.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
condolences to the Mathias family. We
also lift up the family and friends of
Arnold in our prayers.

I have requested that a United States
flag be flown over the Capitol to honor
the life and service of Arnold Mathias.

As I close today, I ask all Americans
to continue praying for our country
during these difficult times, for our
military men and women who protect
us from external threats, and for our
first responders who protect us here at
home.

HONORING EMILY TOOKER-BLAKE

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Emily Tooker-Blake of
Waco, Texas, who turned 100 years old
on March 18, 2018.

Emily was raised during the Great
Depression, and worked as an assistant
to her father, who was a dentist in
Waco. Money was difficult to come by,
and her father used to trade dental
work for eggs or chickens to feed their
family.

Graduating from Waco High School,
Emily soon married Leslie Tooker, who
worked for his father and who owned
an ice cream shop in town. Leslie even-
tually learned the dental tradecraft
from his father-in-law and followed in
his footprints to become a dentist in
Waco. Emily worked alongside her hus-
band, working as a part-time dental as-
sistant until her retirement at age 60.

Emily and Leslie raised three chil-
dren: Max; Leslie, Jr.; and their daugh-
ter, Leroy. Emily and Leslie also had a
knack for adventure and followed their
son, Leslie, Jr., to South America, liv-
ing there until moving back to Texas
in 1990.

Today, Emily lives with her daughter
in Waco. She still makes her own food

H5007

and her mind is super sharp. She lis-
tens to talk radio daily and is a strong
Republican. She loves to tell stories
about her colorful past to friends and
family, and she is surrounded by a
community who loves her.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize
Emily Tooker-Blake on this joyous oc-
casion, and I know that her family and
friends love her and are proud of her. I
wish her many more years of health
and happiness.

I have requested that a United States
flag be flown over the Capitol to honor
Emily Tooker-Blake on the occasion of
her 100th birthday.

As I close today, I ask all Americans
to continue praying for our country
during these difficult times, for our
military men and women who protect
us from external threats, and for our
first responders who protect us here at
home.

HONORING THE BRAZOS COUNTY WORLD WAR I
CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the men and women
who trained in Brazos County, Texas,
who defended our freedom during World
War I. I also rise to recognize the Braz-
os County World War I Centennial
Committee, who are making sure these
veterans are honored on the 100-year
anniversary of the United States enter-
ing World War I.

Brazos County has a deep history
with World War I. In 1917, the United
States Council of Defense selected
Texas A&M University as one of the six
colleges in the United States to host
training for a division of the United
States Army Signal Corps. 8Signal
Corps members received instruction in:
electrical engineering, telegraphy,
radio work, induction sets, pack sets,
field work, visual signaling, telephony,
dry and storage batteries, outside wir-
ing, switch boards, and construction of
lance pole and tripod lines.

Texas A&M University was also the
only Allied training location for mete-
orology, and trained nearly 4,000 troops
and mechanics.

The Brazos County World War I Cen-
tennial Committee has identified over
800 veterans buried in Brazos County,
and it is committed to honoring their
memory as the centennial of their serv-
ice approaches. Among those veterans
buried in Brazos County are men,
women, African Americans, Jewish
Americans, Hispanics, and first-genera-
tion Americans.

It is an honor to recognize their dis-
tinguished service to our country dur-
ing our time of great need, and to rec-
ognize the Centennial Committee for
their work to make sure that these
veterans’ legacies are honored and re-
membered not only on the centennial
anniversary, but for generations to
come.

Our Brazos County cities of Bryan
and College Station have each joined
with the Brazos County World War I
Centennial Committee to proclaim
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April 17, 2017, as World War I Remem-
brance Day. I encourage other commu-
nities in our great country to consider
taking similar actions.

I have requested that a United States
flag be flown over the Capitol to honor
the life and legacy of those World War
I veterans who trained in the Brazos
Valley, and to honor the Brazos Valley
World War I Centennial Committee.

As I close today, I ask that all Amer-
icans continue to pray for our country,
for our military men and women who
protect us from external threats, and
for our first responders who protect us
here at home.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

EMPEROR OF THE SWAMP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. GALLEGO) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, in
Trump’s ‘‘Cabinet of corruption,” one
individual stands head and shoulders
above the rest. He is a man that Sen-
ator UDALL crowned ‘‘the Emperor of
the Swamp.”

If we created a Mount Rushmore of
American corruption, his face would be
carved into it. His scandals are so out-
rageous that even Sarah Sanders has
stopped defending him and just started
telling jokes at his expense.

I am speaking, of course, about EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt.

I will give you an example. Pruitt
tried to use his office to get his wife a
Chick-fil-A franchise. When he was
questioned about it, the EPA chief
said:

It is one of the best restaurants in the
country. We need more of them in Tulsa and
we need more of them across the country.
Anyway, it is an exciting time.

Mr. Speaker, don’t get me wrong, 1
enjoy a chicken sandwich just as much
as any other person, but Scott Pruitt
talks about Chick-fil-A like they are
some Kkind of social service or some
group that hands out food to the home-
less. He thinks it is an organization
setting up soup kitchens and homeless
shelters.

Frankly, this is probably one of the
weakest excuses I have ever heard from
any administration, but this adminis-
tration seems to specialize in weak ex-
cuses.

Scott also rented a Washington, D.C.,
apartment from a lobbyist with mat-
ters before the EPA. And it won’t sur-
prise you at all that he got a really
good sweetheart deal. Pruitt was pay-
ing $50 a night and was only charged
the days he actually slept there.

Now, for everybody back in Arizona
who may not understand this, the D.C.
rental market is really high here. Let
just assure you, what he did was not
normal and probably illegal. I am not a
lawyer or a law enforcement officer,
but this arrangement definitely looks
like a bribe to me.
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And that is not all. This week, we
learned that Pruitt ordered his govern-
ment bodyguards to seek out a luxury
moisturizer that is exclusively offered
to patrons of the Ritz-Carlton Hotel.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. TED LIEU), my
friend and colleague.

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Congressman
GALLEGO for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, what Congressman

GALLEGO didn’t say is, first of all, both
of us are veterans, and we serve on Ac-
tive Duty in the United States military
because we believe in this country, we
believe in America, we believe we are
an exceptional nation.

But Scott Pruitt has made a joke of
Federal service. He is under 12 inves-
tigations. He has wasted taxpayers’
money, he has used taxpayers’ money
to enrich himself, and he has used tax-
payers’ money to help his wife.

Based on what Congressman GALLEGO
said about this lotion thing, he had his
personal security detail, paid for at
taxpayer expense, drive around to Ritz-
Carltons to try to find lotion. That is
why I have a picture here of the Ritz-
Carlton lotion.

There is also this thing, by the way,
known as the internet. You can just go
on the internet and search for Ritz-
Carlton lotion. The first link will take
you to the Ritz-Carlton shops, and he
could have just ordered it without
using his taxpayer-funded staff to drive
around to find this lotion. This is just
an example of the joke he has made of
Federal service.

Mr. GALLEGO and I are going to break
down for the American people today
the top 10 scandals of EPA Adminis-
trator Scott Pruitt.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, before
we go into the top 10, I think one of the
pretty scandalous other abuses of tax-
payers is the fact that he had his per-
sonal detail asking and searching for
used Trump mattresses.

Now, this is not a joke, this is not
from an episode of ‘“Veep.” Your EPA
Administrator, a supposed adult in the
room, is using taxpayer dollars to try
to find used Trump mattresses.

Right now, all I can think of are two
things. Number one, this person is just
egregiously using our taxpayer dollars
in the worst possible manner. And,
number two, he is trying to set up one
of the weirdest bed and breakfasts in
the history of Washington, D.C.

But this is actually real. This is not
TV. This is actually happening in your
government.

Mr. Speaker, let me go into the top
10 things that EPA Administrator Pru-
itt has done to embarrass this country,
and possible corruption. And 10 is what
we have. There are a lot more than
that, but we have to at least keep this
somewhat bitable for everybody else.

Let me start with number 10, as re-
cently reported: the mess hall. Pruitt
has overused his privileges at the
swanky, but affordable, White House
mess hall, despite being warned against
doing so.
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Now, the mess hall is basically a caf-
eteria for the top officers of the White
House. I have been in it. I was there
under the Obama administration. It is
an honor to be invited to go, and it is
great food at a very low price.

Pruitt has misused this privilege so
much so that he has been asked to not
come back. You are that egregious
that, as a sitting member of the Cabi-
net, you have been told by White House
staff to not come back to the cafeteria.
That tells you a lot.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. TED LIEU) to tell
us about number nine.

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr.
Speaker, number nine is the dinner res-
ervation. It was publicly reported that
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt asked
the security detail to turn on lights
and sirens so that they could drive him
down the crowded traffic streets of
Washington, D.C., and get him to din-
ner at Le Diplomate restaurant.

That is an abuse of taxpayer funds,
and that is not what sirens are for.
They are for actual emergencies, not to
make sure that a Trump Cabinet offi-
cial can make his dinner reservation on
time.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I also
recommend just taking the Metro. It is
much quicker, but that is just me.

Number eight, $130 fountain pens:
Scott Pruitt has spent over $1,500 tax-
payer dollars on personalized $130 foun-
tain pens. Now, I recommend the BIC
pen. It does the job well.

But, more importantly, it seems like,
on one hand, he doesn’t seem to mind
spending taxpayer dollars on really ex-
pensive things, such as these really
fancy pens, and then personally, in his
own personal life, he is really cheap by
looking for cheap used Trump mat-
tresses. So he is, essentially, using the
taxpayer dollar as his personal piggy
bank so he can live the lifestyle he
wants.

On to the mattress. Pruitt used his
EPA staff to help him look for a dis-
count Trump Home Luxury Plush Euro
Pillow Top mattress. It is apparently
his favorite.

He also inappropriately used aids to
look for apartments and help arrange
family vacations to the Rose Bowl.

TED and I are lucky to have some
very smart, young staff, and they work
hard, but they are not here to be our
personal valets. They are here to make
sure we do our job well, we get to our
meetings, and we have the resources
that we need to make the right deci-
sions.

They certainly aren’t there to help
you find the right type of Trump Home
Luxury Plush Euro Pillow Top mat-
tress. I definitely don’t recommend
that. Or, as TED LIEU has said, there is
the internet. You can find it there also.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. TED LIEU).

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr.
Speaker, number six is the Ilotion,
which we have already talked about.
But what we didn’t talk about is, in
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