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RECOGNIZING THE HEROIC AC-
TIONS OF WAYNE COUNTY SER-
GEANT JOSEPH AYOTTE 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sergeant Joseph Ayotte, a dedi-
cated member of the Wayne County Sheriff’s 
Office whose quick response and expert train-
ing saved the life of a fellow officer, Rochester 
Police Sergeant Ralph J. Gagliano. 

On November 26, 2013, Sergeant Gagliano 
was driving home when he suffered a severe 
headache and subsequently lost control of his 
vehicle, veering off the road. Arriving on 
scene, Sergeant Ayotte quickly assessed Ser-
geant Gagliano, determining the occurrence of 
a medical emergency. Following transportation 
to the hospital, the sergeant underwent emer-
gency surgery for a brain aneurysm and 
awoke 21 days later with no memory of the in-
cident. 

Following his retirement on March 2, 2018, 
a date Sergeant Gagliano may have never 
seen had it not been for Sergeant Ayotte’s im-
perative and professional conduct, Sergeant 
Gagliano presented Sergeant Ayotte with the 
Life Saving Award. Sergeant Ayotte and his 
actions that day emblemize why we have such 
tremendous love and respect for our officers 
and first responders. Perhaps the message on 
the Life Saving Award says it best, ‘‘Your Ac-
tions on that day will always be remembered.’’ 

Prior to representing Central New York in 
Congress, I spent nearly my entire profes-
sional career serving as a federal prosecutor, 
working alongside our local law enforcement 
and first responders to improve the safety and 
stability of our communities. I have always 
held the utmost of respect for the difficult jobs 
of our first responders, and I recognize the 
challenges they face, which grow greater 
every day. Yet, they never shirk their duty and 
always rise to the occasion. I greatly com-
mend them for their dedication to serving our 
community—a community that includes fellow 
police officer Ralph J. Gagliano—and I thank 
them wholeheartedly for their service each 
and every day. 

f 

SOUTHERN COLORADO SOAP BOX 
DERBY TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Southern Colorado Soap Box 
Derby and the individuals—participants, par-
ents and organizers—who have made it an 
enriching community event to look forward to. 
On July 8, 1937, boys ages 9–12 entered cars 
they designed out of soap boxes, wood and 

metal for the very first Southern Colorado 
Soap Box Derby, which took place on West 
Street in Pueblo, Colorado. At the end of this 
event, the first place winner was sent to com-
pete in the national championship in Akron, 
Ohio. 

One year later in 1938, the races stopped 
due to World War II. They began again almost 
20 years later in 1962, this time taking place 
on Constitution Hill with 62 racers ages 9–15. 
With the help of 28 orphans from Sacred 
Heart Home and Youth Center and several 
convicts of the Colorado State Penitentiary, all 
of the derby cars were successfully built by 
race time. The revived competition led to 
some new additions, one being the implemen-
tation of a Derby Queen who was chosen from 
the list of names submitted by the racers. The 
very first Derby Queen was Sharon Galbraith 
of Pueblo. 

As the race evolved, by 1966 standard 
wheels and steering assemblies were required 
to give equal opportunity to all racers. Joplin 
Hill on Pueblo’s east side was determined to 
be the best hill for gravity and the competition 
moved once again. Boys from communities in-
cluding Pueblo, Denver, Boulder, Greeley and 
Loveland traveled to participate in the derby 
competition. Attendance steadily increased, 
ranging from a few hundred to 5,000 spec-
tators. 

Unfortunately, three years later, the derby 
was once more on the brink of shutting down 
due to a lack of funding. Only one more race 
was scheduled to be held. This lack of funding 
threatened derby winner Steve Espinosa’s 
chances of going to the national competition in 
Ohio. However, thanks to the generosity of the 
Pueblo Star Journal and radio station KKAM’s 
manager Dwight Shaw, enough funds were 
donated to send Steve to Ohio. 

In 2006 after a long 37 years, the Southern 
Colorado Soap Box Derby started up again 
and has been held every year since. In that 
time, many positive changes have been insti-
tuted to be more inclusive, fair and safe: it’s 
now open to both girls and boys ages 7–21; 
all derby cars have been built from a kit with 
strict adherence to all nuts and bolts; and con-
testants must qualify for one of three divisions 
to race. Since 2006, the highlight of each race 
has been Officer Randy Belisle of the Colo-
rado State Patrol using his radar gun to clock 
the speed of each racer as he or she comes 
down the hill. With speeds ranging from 28 to 
31 mph, Officer Belisle then issues each racer 
a ‘‘ticket’’ for speeding. 

Mr. Speaker, the Southern Colorado Soap 
Box Derby is a fun and important part of the 
culture and history of Pueblo, Colorado. 
Throughout the years, this great event has en-
hanced community engagement and served 
as a way to teach youth the skills of workman-
ship and perseverance to complete the task at 
hand. I look forward to watching the races and 
I wish all the contestants good luck. 

EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER THE 
ARREST AND CONVICTION OF 
TOMMY ROBINSON 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise for the fol-
lowing purpose. 

I want to share my concern about the arrest 
and conviction of Tommy Robinson in Great 
Britain. I am well aware that England does not 
share our free speech values and does not 
have the equivalent of a First Amendment. In-
deed, the restrictive practices of England led 
directly to the birth of this great nation and the 
freedom we enjoy here. 

Mr. Robinson, a British activist and jour-
nalist, was arrested and jailed for simply film-
ing outside a public courtroom, and was sen-
tenced to 13 months for this ‘‘crime.’’ His real 
crime is not taking pictures; His real crime is 
his refusal to agree to the government’s efforts 
to cover up crimes by Muslim gangs who are 
raping British girls, almost with impunity, and 
with little apparent regard by the British gov-
ernment. 

If this act violated a term of probation, it 
would mean the court system in England is a 
key part of the problem, covering up for crimi-
nals by imposing gag orders as terms of pro-
bation. 

Dissent is patriotic when the ruling class are 
illegitimate and oppressive. The ruling class in 
England appears fearful of the truth. When it 
bans discussion, and when it criminalizes the 
truth, any such government can fairly be la-
beled as both oppressive and tyrannical. I ob-
ject to the suppression of the truth. 

England has a proud history and America is 
its progeny, but it needs to take back its liberty 
and freedom. ‘‘It’s all for nothing if you don’t 
have freedom,’’ Braveheart (1995). 

f 

HONORING THE PANA FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the courageous mem-
bers of the Pana Fire Department and con-
gratulate them on being awarded the Fire-
fighter Excellence Unit Citation Award at the Il-
linois Fallen Firefighter Memorial and Fire-
fighting Medal of Honor Awards Ceremony in 
May. 

Chief Rodney Bland and the firefighters 
from the Pana Fire Department were recog-
nized for their actions in responding to a 
house fire in April of 2017. After responding to 
a call and being told that two children were 
trapped in the house, firefighters made mul-
tiple attempts to enter the second floor and 
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save the children before a fire engine arrived 
on the scene and without breathing equip-
ment. 

The firefighters continued to attack the 
blaze, but were forced to leave the building 
due to deteriorating conditions in the house. 
Although they were unable to save the chil-
dren, the team from the Pana Fire Department 
displayed bravery, heroism, and selflessness 
throughout their actions that day. 

I’m proud to recognize their efforts and the 
citation they received earlier this month. To 
the members of the Pana Fire Department, 
and all the first responders across the country, 
I thank them for all that they do to protect us 
and keep us safe. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BHUTANESE REF-
UGEE COMMUNITY’S ARRIVAL IN 
ONONDAGA COUNTY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 10th anniversary of the Bhuta-
nese refugee community’s arrival in Onondaga 
County. 

The first members of our vibrant Bhutanese 
community arrived in Central New York in 
2008, in the wake of intolerance and violence 
in Bhutan. Today, almost 3,000 Bhutanese 
people live in Central New York, where they 
serve as good neighbors, excellent students, 
and leaders of our community. 

Under the leadership of Jay Subedi, who 
serves as the President of the Bhutanese 
Community in Syracuse, the Bhutanese Com-
munity runs educational programs such as 
English as a Second Language and citizen-
ship classes. The Bhutanese Community in 
Syracuse also offers Problem Solving pro-
gramming in which volunteers assist members 
of the community in basic daily tasks such as 
applying for government assistance, making 
and changing doctor’s appointments, and fill-
ing out different types of applications. 

On March 24th, the Bhutanese community 
organized a 10th anniversary celebration at 
Franklin Elementary School. As a testament to 
the organization’s dedication to our commu-
nity, it has also announced the creation of a 
blessing box, which will be filled with food 
every Saturday and used to provide for people 
of lower incomes. 

It is my honor to recognize the contributions 
of the Bhutanese community to Central New 
York over the past 10 years. The United 
States is a country that was founded by immi-
grants. Our success as a nation is directly tied 
to our acceptance of all nationalities, 
ethnicities, and cultures. I join our community 
in wishing all members of the Bhutanese com-
munity ‘‘congratulations’’ on 10 years of im-
proving and enriching our community. 

TRIBUTE TO CHRIS FIELDER, 
MAYOR OF LEANDER, TEXAS 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I com-
mend the extraordinary work of Chris Fielder, 
Mayor of Leander, Texas who will retire on 
June 21 after serving his beloved community 
for eleven years. Chris’ leadership, vision, and 
commitment to doing what’s best for his city 
have made Leander a great place to live and 
work. 

Chris served the growing city of Leander as 
a councilmember from 2007 to 2012, and 
Mayor from 2012 to 18. During his tenure, he 
unselfishly gave many hours to the good citi-
zens of his community. As a true leader, he 
has always shown great respect and support 
for both staff and colleagues as well as a will-
ingness to make tough decisions. He cham-
pioned property tax rate reductions, obtained 
voter approval for general bond election prop-
ositions, improved local government trans-
parency, oversaw large capital projects, and 
initiated the development of Veterans Park. No 
one can doubt that Chris has made a real dif-
ference in the lives of residents. His work is a 
model of sensible governance that puts people 
first. 

While Chris isn’t tired of the privilege of 
serving as Leander’s mayor, he knows that 
everything has its season and that it’s time to 
allow the next generation of leaders to take to 
the stage. Retirement from office won’t give 
him much idle time. He’ll fill his days man-
aging his small business and spending time 
with his beloved wife MaShon and their two 
children. 

I’m glad civic-minded leaders like Mayor 
Chris Fielder are working hard to improve their 
communities. He’s led Leander to new heights 
and positioned his beloved city to progress 
into a bright future. I salute his work, congratu-
late him on his retirement, and wish him noth-
ing but the best for the years ahead. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
THOMAS DOWNS 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Thomas Downs’ 51 years of service 
to the Hampton Bays Fire Department. Thom-
as was accepted into the Hampton Bays Fire 
Department on June 14, 1967. Throughout his 
years of service, he has held many positions 
within the department, quickly rising to the 
rank of Captain and placed in charge of nearly 
every new truck as it was placed into service. 
Serving as Chief of the Department from 1982 
until 1983, Mr. Downs has received many of 
the Department’s top awards, including Fire-
man of the Year in both 1989 and 2013, Old 
Timer of the Year on two occasions and the 
Dave Powers Memorial 110% Award in 2006. 
To this day, Mr. Downs continues to serve his 
community as one of our top first responders, 
sharing his wealth of knowledge and fostering 
the next generation of firefighters, and today I 

thank him for his years of selfless service to 
the community of Hampton Bays and look for-
ward to many more years to come. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM HOLDEN’S 
100TH BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of this year’s marking of the 100th an-
niversary of movie icon William Holden’s birth. 

William Holden was born William Franklin 
Beedle, Jr., in O’Fallon, Illinois in 1918. He 
and his family had a remarkable American 
story, with roots that could be traced all the 
way back to Mary Ball, mother of George 
Washington. 

William was one of the most popular actors 
in America in the 1950s and 1960s, starring in 
Sunset Boulevard, Sabrina, The Wild Bunch, 
The Bridge on the River Kwai, and 1953’s Sta-
lag 17, a movie for which he won the Acad-
emy Award for Best Actor. He also won a 
Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead 
Actor for his performance in the 1973 tele-
vision film The Blue Knight. 

William Holden is also recognized for his 
leadership and service to his country in the 
United States Air Force during World War II. 
For these reasons, I join many Illinoisans in 
honoring William Holden, one of O’Fallon, Illi-
nois’ most famous sons. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
STEPHEN CVENGROS 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the career of Stephen Cvengros. Mr. 
Cvengros recently retired as the Vice Presi-
dent of Content for Advance Media New York, 
the accredited publisher of The Post-Standard, 
Syracuse.com, and NYup.com. Mr. Cvengros 
retired with numerous accolades in the news 
business and leaves behind a lasting legacy. 

Mr. Cvengros has worked for several news 
and media outlets throughout his career, 
which he began in print media. He was an edi-
tor for the Chicago Tribune, The Detroit News, 
and Newsday. Later, he became an executive 
producer for MSN News before starting his 
tenure at Advance Media New York. 

In Mr. Cvengros’ time at Advance Media 
New York, he has helped The Post-Standard 
develop its website and build a strong online 
following. As a result, Syracuse.com has fre-
quently ranked in the top of local news sites 
in the country. Additionally, The Post-Standard 
has cemented its position as one of the na-
tion’s top five best read newspapers. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Cvengros has 
accumulated numerous awards, including Gold 
Awards from the National Press Photog-
raphers Association and glowing recognition 
from the Michigan Press Association. His 
decorated career reflects his hard work and 
passion for journalism. 

I commend Stephen Cvengros for his dedi-
cation to journalistic integrity and for efforts to 
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modernize print journalism and make news 
more accessible. His professionalism has pro-
vided great levels of success and stability and 
he will surely be missed. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MR. BEN-
JAMIN HENRY BASCUM HUB-
BARD 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
solemn remembrance of the life of Mr. Ben-
jamin Henry Bascum Hubbard, or ‘‘B.H.’’ as he 
was affectionately known. B.H. served as a 
dedicated lawyer in the Northern Neck, and 
was a tireless advocate for his community as 
a member of numerous boards and organiza-
tions that greatly benefited the region. 

B.H. was born January 19, 1946 in White 
Stone, a small town in Virginia’s Tidewater. He 
graduated from the University of Virginia with 
a degree in English and earned his J.D. from 
the University of South Carolina. He was a 
founding member of the firm Hubbard, Terry, 
and Britt, in Irvington, and demonstrated total 
dedication to his clients through his work. Be-
yond his firm, B.H. was always striving to im-
prove the quality of life for his neighbors and 
the community he loved dearly. Most notably, 
he was chairman of the board of Rappahan-
nock General Hospital and a member of the 
Board of Directors of Chesapeake Health 
Services. He also served on the Board of Di-
rectors for Bon Secours Richmond Health 
System. One of his greatest achievements 
was the successful merger of Rappahannock 
General Hospital with Bon Secours. Beyond 
his work, he was known by all for his compas-
sion, his deeply caring spirit, and his incredible 
capacity for service. 

I am fortunate to have called B.H. a friend 
and I extend my deepest condolences to his 
wife of over 50 years, Terry; daughters Emory 
and Elizabeth; son, Beau; and the rest of his 
family. B.H. leaves a lasting legacy in the 
Northern Neck that has been felt by all of its 
residents. As it says in the book of Matthew, 
‘‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant: 
thou has been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I implore you and my col-
leagues to join me as we honor the memory 
of Mr. B.H. Hubbard. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN U.S. ARMY SOLDIER JULIUS 
E. MCKINNEY 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in memory of Army Sergeant Julius 
E. McKinney who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
while defending our nation during the Korean 
War. SGT McKinney was a member of the 
Heavy Mortar Company, 32nd Infantry Regi-
ment, 7th Infantry Division. While engaged in 
heavy battle at the Chosin Reservoir in North 

Korea on December 2, 1950, SGT McKinney 
became unaccounted for and was later de-
clared Missing in Action. 

Many years after the Korean War, permis-
sion to excavate burial sites in the areas 
where fighting occurred around the Chosin 
Reservoir led to the recovery of human re-
mains. More years would pass before the use 
of DNA technology would help unite families 
with their loved ones. Eight years ago, retired 
Mississippi State Guard Colonel Bill Huff, SGT 
McKinney’s nephew, submitted DNA samples 
along with two relatives to the U.S. Army. In 
March 2018, SGT McKinney’s remains were 
identified. ‘‘For 67 years, we waited for an-
swers,’’ Mr. Huff said. ‘‘It has been so hard for 
all of us in the family. It was hardest on our 
uncle’s youngest sister, Effie. For years, she 
would not eat much for fear her brother was 
starving. She would remove the bed cover at 
night because she worried that her brother 
was shivering somewhere.’’ 

On Wednesday, June 6, 2018, members of 
the Patriot Guard Riders escorted members of 
the family to the Memphis International Airport 
to bring SGT McKinney’s remains to Corinth, 
Mississippi. Friends and loved ones attended 
the funeral. Internment was held at the Corinth 
National Cemetery. SGT McKinney was buried 
with full military honors. Mr. Huff recently said 
the family finally has closure. ‘‘We are so 
grateful that DNA technology helped us find 
Uncle Julius,’’ Mr. Huff said. ‘‘We will share 
our story with the public every chance we get 
in hopes that others will not give up on the 
search for their loved ones.’’ 

Joyce Tanner, SGT McKinney’s niece, ex-
pressed her gratitude in a written tribute to her 
uncle. ‘‘We are thankful the U.S. Army did not 
abandon their search for you until they were 
able to find and identify portions of your body 
after 67 years,’’ Mrs. Tanner wrote. ‘‘They 
have pieced together records and information 
that has brought a sense of rest and peace to 
our hearts, minds, and souls. And to them, we 
are forever grateful for their diligent efforts.’’ 

SGT McKinney’s awards include the Purple 
Heart, National Defense Service Medal, Ko-
rean Service Medal, United Nations Medal and 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge. 

SGT McKinney’s service will always be re-
membered. It is through the blood of our patri-
ots that we are free. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GLORIA CORDES 
LARSON 

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to recognize Gloria Cordes Lar-
son, who will step down as the first-ever fe-
male president of Bentley University on June 
30, 2018. 

Throughout her esteemed career, Ms. Lar-
son has been a pioneer in higher education, a 
dedicated civil servant, and a champion for 
gender equity. During her 11 years as Bentley 
University President, Ms. Larson guided the 
Waltham school through the Great Recession, 
facilitated its transition from a college to a uni-
versity, and ultimately, secured a 97 percent 
job placement rating for the institution’s grad-
uates. In 2011, she helped found the Bentley 

Center for Women and Business, a program 
designed to advance shared leadership 
among women and men at all levels of the 
corporate world. Most recently, under her 
leadership, Bentley University was ranked 
fourth in U.S. News & World Report’s 2018 
‘‘Best Value Schools’’. 

Prior to her tenure as Bentley University 
president, Ms. Larson served as Secretary of 
Economic Affairs for the administration of Gov-
ernor Bill Weld; acted as Deputy Director of 
Consumer Protection at the Federal Trade 
Commission; was the first-ever woman to 
chair the Greater Boston Chamber of Com-
merce; and led a business advisory cabinet for 
former Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick. 

Upon being asked what her personal priority 
as President of Bentley University was, she 
reportedly said that it was ‘‘to help women 
breakthrough in the business world.’’ In every 
facet of her accomplished career, she has un-
chained the impossible and shepherded the 
way for the next generation. 

In recognition of her impact on the univer-
sity, Massachusetts, and the advancement of 
women in business, Bentley University is hon-
oring her legacy by naming the Center for 
Women and Business after Ms. Larson. I 
couldn’t think of a worthier recipient and a bet-
ter inspiration for students. 

The trail that Ms. Larson has blazed for 
women and students in our Commonwealth 
and across the country cannot be understated. 
We thank her for her dedication, and wish her 
the best of luck as ‘‘president-in-residence’’ of 
Bentley University’s School of Education. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE OPENING 
OF THE YPSILANTI YMCA CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the opening of the Ypsilanti YMCA 
Child Development Center. The facility will 
provide childcare and educational program-
ming to local children. 

An affiliate of the Ann Arbor YMCA, the Yp-
silanti branch is an association of men, 
women and children that seeks to promote 
health and the growth of children and teens. 
Due to the success and size of the Ann Arbor 
facility, the YMCA expanded its reach into the 
Ypsilanti community in 2009. The local organi-
zation seeks to support Michigan residents of 
all ages, incomes and backgrounds through its 
extensive programming and activities. Special-
izing in youth development, the Ypsilanti 
YMCA continually adds new programming to 
reach and nurture children throughout south-
east Michigan. Currently, the Ypsilanti location 
hosts camps throughout the summer, including 
a free learn-to-swim program and leader-in- 
training opportunity for middle schoolers. As it 
opens an early childhood development center, 
the Ypsilanti YMCA will continue to better the 
lives of local youth through its programming. 

The Ypsilanti YMCA’s Child Development 
Center was established in partnership with the 
Ann Arbor YMCA, Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity, Ypsilanti Schools and the Ypsilanti Hous-
ing Commission. The center will provide 
childcare for children 18 months to 5 years old 
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from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on weekdays. Fi-
nancial assistance will be available to Ypsilanti 
residents, allowing for low-income community 
members to provide childcare to their children 
in a safe and nurturing environment. The facil-
ity consists of three classrooms, a playground 
and a gymnasium, and is located within the 
former Chapelle Elementary School. This vi-
sionary center will offer children and parents 
quality childcare in our local community, and 
we are grateful for the YMCA’s ongoing com-
mitment to Ypsilanti residents. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Ypsilanti YMCA’s years of 
service to our southeast Michigan community. 
Their newly opened childhood development 
center will create a brighter and more healthy 
future for local youth. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIVERPOOL 
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKET-
BALL TEAM 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the victory of the Liverpool Warriors 
Boys basketball team in the New York State 
Public High School Association Class AA 
Championship on March 17, 2018. The Liver-
pool Warriors defeated the Half Hollow Hills 
East team by a score of 71–64 to win the 
state title for the first time in program history. 

The Warriors’ victory marked the end of a 
perfect season for the team. Despite this dom-
inant record the game was close, with the 
Warriors trailing by seven at halftime. They 
rallied in the second half won the game. Tour-
nament MVP, Senior Charles Pride, who 
scored 18 points along with seven rebounds 
and six assists, and senior Noah Issakainen 
who added another 17 points in the win. Mem-
bers of the championship team included Pride, 
Issakainen, as well as seniors Peter Cerrone, 
Alan Willmes, Joe Desocio, Nas Johnson, 
Connor Jones, juniors Kyle Butler, Alex 
Ruston, Jake Piseno, Nick Klein, Joe Valerino, 
Ryan Valentine, Ian Conroy, Matt Senecal, 
and sophomores Freshaun Dreher, Kyle 
Caves, and Lateef Edwards. The team was 
led to victory by their coach Ryan Blackwell. 

I am honored to recognize the teamwork 
displayed by the Liverpool Warriors and to 
congratulate the members of the team, their 
families, the coaching staff, and teachers at 
Liverpool High School. This is a historic win 
for Central New York, the first Section III 
Class AA title since 2002, and I am confident 
that the positive experiences from the 2018 
season will yield the Warriors continued suc-
cess in both athletics and academics. 

f 

SPENDING CUTS TO EXPIRED AND 
UNNECESSARY PROGRAMS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 7, 2018 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I support the 
idea of rescissions. Some of the rescissions 

proposed by the Republicans are a good idea, 
but Republican leadership would not allow us 
to vote on the proposals separately. There-
fore, I have no choice but to oppose the entire 
rescissions package. I hope to work with my 
colleagues to make fiscally responsible deci-
sions moving forward. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK 
OF SAL VENTURA 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize over three decades of the dedicated 
work and compassionate leadership of Mr. Sal 
Ventura in service of improving the lives of 
working families in our community. 

Sal was born in San Jose in the late 50’s. 
Raised and educated in Santa Clara County, 
he completed the San Jose City College Labor 
Studies Program and started his long and sto-
ried career with the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (IBEW) with an appren-
ticeship in 1981. Sal was hired as IBEW staff 
in the Organizing Department in January, 
1995, and by May, 1997, he was appointed as 
Business Agent. 

In all, Sal spent 36 years as a member of 
the IBEW and 32 years as a member of the 
IBEW Local 332 Political Action Committee, 
serving as Chairman for 14 years. Over the 
course of his career, Sal served as an elected 
Executive Board member and as Vice Presi-
dent of IBEW 332. As he retires, Sal is the 
current President of the South Bay Labor 
Council executive board and the assistant 
manager of IBEW Local 332. 

During his career, Sal expanded his efforts 
beyond IBEW and served on many labor and 
community boards and committees, including 
as Former Executive Board Member of the 
South Bay Labor Council, Delegate and 
former Trustee of the Santa Clara/San Benito 
Counties Building Trades, and Chairman of 
the South Bay Labor Council Community 
Services Committees. Additionally, Sal has 
served on the Board of Christmas in April/Re-
build Together Silicon Valley and with our 
community radio station, KKUP. 

Mr. Speaker, I hereby recognize and com-
mend Sal Ventura for his lifelong work and 
commitment to work in the best interest of our 
community. I congratulate him on his impres-
sive career and commend him on his invalu-
able service. As Sal continues his life in San 
Jose with his wife, Jenny, his two daughters, 
two puppies, and a parakeet, I wish him a 
restful and fulfilling retirement. We have been 
lucky to have him. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LATE 
SEAMAN 1ST CLASS EDWARD 
SLAPIKAS ON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS FINAL HOMECOMING 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the late Seaman 1st Class Ed-

ward Slapikas. 77 years ago, Edward was 
killed in the attack on Pearl Harbor and buried 
in Hawaii, but never identified. On Saturday, 
June 9, 2018, Edward received a hero’s wel-
come home and full military honors following a 
Mass of Christian Burial at Holy Spirit Parish. 

Edward Slapikas was born on August 9, 
1915, son of the late Frank and Ursula 
Slapikas. He grew up in the Wanamie section 
of Newport Township, Pennsylvania and at-
tended Newport Area High School. After grad-
uation, he worked for the Glen Alden Coal 
Company before joining the Navy in 1940. 

On December 7, 1941, Edward was serving 
aboard the USS Oklahoma berthed in Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii. The Oklahoma endured Japa-
nese torpedo attacks which capsized the ship 
and killed 26-year-old Edward and more than 
400 of his fellow sailors. Edward and his com-
patriots were laid to rest in the National Me-
morial Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl 
Cemetery) in Hawaii. 

More than 70 years after that fateful Decem-
ber day, Edward was identified and finds his 
final resting place in St. Mary’s Cemetery in 
his hometown of Wanamie. VFW Post 971 is 
named in Edward’s memory, and his remain-
ing family, a niece and nephew, was in attend-
ance to celebrate his legacy. 

It is a solemn honor to recognize the mem-
ory of Seaman 1st Class Edward Slapikas. 
Our nation is grateful for his selfless service in 
World War II. We shall never forget his sac-
rifice for our freedom, and we are honored to 
finally welcome him home. May he rest in 
peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF 
MICHAEL K. BAACH 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contributions of life’s work of Mi-
chael K. Baach of Medina, Ohio and to extend 
my heartfelt congratulations on his retirement 
in June, 2018. 

Mike Baach has played an important role as 
the President and CEO of Philpott Rubber and 
Plastics Company since August, 2009. Found-
ed in northeast Ohio in 1889 and 
headquartered in Medina, Ohio, Philpott is a 
leading provider of custom molded rubber and 
plastic parts, standard polymeric products, and 
quality adhesives to the industrial market sec-
tor. Mike is the team leader of a workforce of 
dedicated professionals, more than 1,000 
strong, whose combined productivity gen-
erates revenue exceeding $70 million annu-
ally. By any measure, Mike’s leadership, busi-
ness acumen, professionalism are the gold 
standard we should all hope to emulate. What 
is more, Mike embodies these values with hu-
mility and a strong sense of deeply held core 
values. Mike, as I can personally attest, is 
both friend as well as a mentor to many. 

Before his time at Philpott, Mike was a Co- 
Founder of Corpro, initially in Houston, Texas 
and then later in Medina, Ohio. Mike also 
worked as a sales manager at Harco Corpora-
tion, also in Houston and Medina. At each 
stage of his career, Mike has worked hard and 
added value for both to the customers he 
served as well as the companies for which he 
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worked. Mike is the author of five patents, 
again, bringing leadership, value and innova-
tion to the business community. 

Mike has also contributed to his community 
through his service on many boards in Medina 
County, in so doing, he has touched the lives 
of many in his community. I’m sure the Great-
er Medina Chamber of Commerce, Hospice of 
Medina County, Southwest General Health 
Center and Blue Coats of Medina County will 
all agree with me that Mike Baach has made 
his home, Medina County, a better place to 
live for all its citizens through his tireless devo-
tion and service. It is the considered opinion of 
many that Mike’s wisdom, compassion and in-
tegrity define his character. Medina County, 
and indeed, the State of Ohio and the Nation 
itself are better places because of Mike 
Baach’s presence and contributions. 

The 115th Congress acknowledges the 
many achievements of Mike Baach. I thank 
him for his friendship and wish him the best of 
luck in his new endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SIMPLEX MANUFAC-
TURING COMPANY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th anniversary of Simplex 
Manufacturing Company in my district in Au-
burn, New York. 

Founded in 1918 by William J. Merritt, Sim-
plex Manufacturing Company began as a 
leather goods manufacturer. Over the years, 
however, Simplex has evolved with market 
trends, and now provides a variety of essen-
tial, modern products that are often custom- 
made for a variety of machines and devices. 
Today, the parts crafted by Simplex are used 
in all manner of devices from motors and hand 
tools, to security systems which keep families 
and businesses safe from harm. 

Throughout the years, Simplex has become 
a staple of the Central New York business 
community. In this day and age, while many 
companies have chosen quantity over quality, 
Simplex has remained dedicated to producing 
an excellent product. I am proud to congratu-
late the owners and employees of Simplex 
100 successful years in business. 

f 

HONORING JOSEPH DIANTONIO OF 
MILFORD, MA 

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY III 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Joseph DiAntonio, a lifelong resident of 
the Fourth District of Massachusetts, who 
passed away in April after a life marked by 
courage, kindness, and an unwavering com-
mitment to public service. 

Born in Milford, Massachusetts in 1927, Mr. 
DiAntonio, or ‘‘Joe D’’ to those who knew him, 

graduated from Milford High School in 1945 
before enlisting in the Navy as our nation was 
gripped in the Second World War. After return-
ing from service, Mr. DiAntonio began his ca-
reer with the Rosenfeld Concrete Company 
where he would eventually retire as plant and 
credit manager. 

In Milford, Mr. DiAntonio will be missed at 
Town Council meetings where he served fifty- 
two years as a member, taking on leadership 
roles as Chairman of the Town Finance and 
Library Building Committees as well as Trust-
ee of the Milford Geriatric Authority. 

A proud son of Italian immigrants, Mr. 
DiAntonio was a member of the Italian-Amer-
ican War Veterans Post of Milford, where he 
worked to honor the service and sacrifices of 
past and present veterans of Italian heritage, 
and the impact that first generation Americans 
continue to have on our country. 

On May 4th, Joseph DiAntonio was laid to 
rest with military honors surrounded by his six 
children, twelve grandchildren, and fourteen 
great-grandchildren. The Fourth District was 
proud to have a neighbor like ‘‘Joe D’’, and 
from the Halls of Congress, I offer our condo-
lences to those who knew him. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HALLS HILL STATION 
NO. 8 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate the 100th Anniversary of Arlington, Vir-
ginia’s Halls Hill Station No. 8, which is being 
honored at the African American Fire Fighters 
Historical Society’s 8th Annual Salute Dinner. 
As the Civil War ended, freed slaves in Arling-
ton set out to build a community and inde-
pendent life. Many settled in the Halls Hill 
neighborhood, making it North Arlington’s first 
African American community. There they built 
a supportive community with sprawling busi-
nesses, civic organizations, and support serv-
ices. One of the most respected and treasured 
of those service organizations is Fire Station 
No. 8. 

In 1918, twenty years after Arlington Coun-
ty’s first firefighting company was established, 
a group of African American men formed a 
volunteer fire department to bring fire protec-
tion to the African American community of 
Halls Hill. At the time, the Halls Hill African 
American community, which began as a home 
for freed slaves after the Civil War, was kept 
separate from adjacent white communities, in 
part, by an 8-foot wooden fence. Initially, the 
Halls Hill firefighters had only a 60-gallon 
chemical tank—pulled by six men over un-
paved and muddy roads—that was housed on 
the grounds of the John Langston Elementary 
School. In 1925, the seven-year-old Halls Hill 
Station No. 8 held its first elections and, 
through door-to-door canvassing campaigns, 
raised enough money to procure the Station’s 
first motor-driven engine. In 1927, the Halls 
Hill Volunteer Fire Department was officially 
incorporated and moved to a new location on 
Lee Highway, which featured a telephone by 
which fire calls were routed through the chief 
operator of the local telephone company. 

With Arlington County starting to fund equip-
ment and utilities for volunteer fire companies, 
the 1930s proved much more rewarding for 
the previously neglected Halls Hill Volunteer 
Fire Department. With County support, the 
Halls Hill Volunteer Fire Department obtained 
its first pumper as well as a 1929 Diamond-T 
truck. The Hicks family, who owned several 
community businesses, also offered property 
for a new firehouse, which quickly became a 
de facto community center for local news and 
conversation. The new firehouse featured 
such attractions as a pay phone and soda ma-
chine as well as a blaring siren to summon 
volunteers to the firehouse. Around this time, 
the Arlington County Fireman’s Association 
was founded as a network for Arlington fire 
companies, but did not include Halls Hill Vol-
unteer Fire Department. 

In 1940, Arlington County began funding 
professional fire staff to work within the volun-
teer companies. Eleven years later, Halls Hill 
became the last firefighting company in the 
county to be assigned paid professionals. The 
original professional firefighters assigned in 
1951 to Station No. 8, in order of hire, were 
Alfred Clark, Julian Syphax, George McNeal, 
and Archie Syphax. Later, Hartman Reed, 
James K. Jones, Carroll Deskins, Henry Vin-
cent, Carl Cooper, Ervin Richardson, Jimmy 
Terry, Wilton Hendricks, Bill Warrington and 
Bobby Hill were also hired. As a segregated 
station, Halls Hill Station No. 8 sought to 
prioritize serving the immediate community. 
However, firefighters assigned to the Station 
were routinely dispatched on calls outside 
their first due area. On these dispatches, fire-
fighters were often berated, even by the resi-
dents the firefighters were attempting to help. 

Career advancement opportunities for Afri-
can American firefighters at that time were lim-
ited to Fire Station No. 8. Nonetheless, in 
1957, Alfred Clark became the first African 
American fire captain in the County and con-
tinued to serve at Station No. 8. His daughter 
Kitty recalls that when the station later be-
came integrated in the 1960s, some white fire-
fighters said they ‘‘would not serve under a 
‘Ni. . .’ and even wrote it on the chalkboard. 
The battalion chief, upon arriving, ordered it 
removed and told the white firefighters they 
will serve and respect Captain Clark.’’ 

As the main social and community center 
for families of the Halls Hill African American 
community, Station No. 8 was on the forefront 
of the Civil Rights Movement. There, commu-
nity members advocated for a variety of 
causes, including the desegregation of public 
schools and integration of lunch counters. 

In 1962, construction began on a new Sta-
tion No. 8 facility, which served a growing Ar-
lington County population. However, in 1999, 
a study for the County Manager identified Sta-
tion No. 8. for possible ‘‘relocation, consolida-
tion, replacement or closure.’’ In 2016, after 
community pushback, the Arlington County 
Board voted to build a new Fire Station No. 8 
at the Lee Highway site where the Station re-
mains today. 100 years after its formation, 
Station No. 8 has a fully paid staff that serves 
the very community that preserved Station No. 
8 as a Halls Hill institution. Arlington County 
has committed to building a new Station No. 
8 that will memorialize the countless people 
who have sustained this community asset. 
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WILTON LANNING: CUSTODIAN OF 

A TEXAS ICON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this year, 
the state of Texas mourned the loss of Wilton 
Lanning, the founder of the Dr Pepper Mu-
seum and W.W. Clements Free Enterprise In-
stitute in Waco. 

Texas is a state rich with history, and cer-
tain people, places, and objects have become 
cultural icons. The Alamo, Sam Houston, Fri-
day night lights, and country music, to name 
a few are all woven into the fabric of Texas. 

The popular soda Dr Pepper is one such 
Texas icon. While the refreshing, sweet bev-
erage has become a hit with consumers 
around the world, Texans retain a special con-
nection to the brand. Nowhere is this bond 
stronger than in Waco, where the soda was 
originally created in a corner drug store in the 
late 1800’s. 

Although the company had moved on from 
its original location as its business continued 
to grow, Lanning sought to bring the iconic 
brand back to Waco. He set his sights on a 
disused building, an abandoned bottling facil-
ity, in downtown Waco to house a nonprofit 
museum dedicated to the heritage and history 
of the beloved soda. 

The odds were stacked against him. The 
city of Waco had still not completely recovered 
from the brutal tornado that tore through the 
city in 1953, and the neighborhood Lanning 
had his eyes on was run down and bereft of 
economic or social vitality. The building itself 
had been declared ‘‘blighted’’ by the city of 
Waco, hardly the ideal spot for a shrine of a 
world-famous soda product. 

There were more than a few naysayers, but 
Lanning did not let the doubters deter him. In-
stead, he took initiative to garner support from 
the Dr Pepper Company and convinced them 
to sell the building in 1988 with the purpose of 
converting it into a museum. The renovation 
began in 1990, and Lanning oversaw the con-
version of the old, decrepit building into an ex-
hibition dedicated to Dr Pepper. 

The museum opened to the public on May 
11, 1991, 38 years to the day after the dev-
astating tornado swept through Waco. 10,000 
visitors passed through on the first day, and 
they continued to come. The museum itself 
continued to expand from humble origins, and 
in 1997, the entire building was open to the 
public. In the same year, Lanning also helped 
launch the W.W. Clements Free Enterprise In-
stitute, an organization housed in the museum 
dedicated to educating visitors on the Amer-
ican economic system as personified in the 
soft drinks industry. Today, the museum has 
become a pilgrimage site for Dr Pepper 
aficionados from Texas and beyond, an es-
sential institution to promoting the history and 
culture of our great state. 

None of this would have been possible with-
out Mr. Lanning’s leadership and vision. He 
will be missed not only for his role in the Dr 
Pepper Museum but also as an active, indus-
trious citizen. He served his community with 
unrivaled passion and zeal as an Eagle Scout, 
a 50-year veteran of the Rotary Club, and an 
expert on Waco’s history. Above all, however, 
the people of Waco and Texas will miss him 

as a friend and one whose unceasing opti-
mism inspired those around him to be positive. 

Mr. Speaker, Wilton Lanning left an admi-
rable example to imitate, and he embodied the 
best values of our citizenry. So next time you 
crack open a cold Dr Pepper, raise your glass 
to Mr. Lanning, a custodian of a Texas icon. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORIC CA-
REER OF SENATE MAJORITY 
LEADER MITCH McCONNELL 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Senate Majority 
Leader MITCH MCCONNELL on becoming the 
longest serving Republican Senate Leader 
with a historic tenure of 11 years, 5 months 
and 10 days. My dear friend and colleague 
from Kentucky is a masterful political strategist 
with a once in a generation political mind, and 
it gives me great pride and happiness to rec-
ognize him on the achievement of this remark-
able milestone. 

For decades, Leader MCCONNELL has dedi-
cated himself to the public service of the Na-
tion, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and the 
Republican Party. Guided by a deep-seeded 
conservatism, an unparalleled respect for our 
great Nation’s Constitution and the institutions 
of our democracy, and the ever-relevant wis-
dom of our Founding Fathers, Leader MCCON-
NELL has demonstrated unmatched political 
acumen and dynamic leadership. His instincts 
are second to none: he knows when to fight 
and he knows when to compromise. The 
Leader is calculated and tactical, with keen 
foresight, and he works harder than anyone in 
the U.S. Capitol building. As a result, he sim-
ply gets things done. 

While he has been at the helm of our great 
Party during times of celebration, prosperity 
and jubilance, the Senator has also never 
hesitated to step forward and lead the Party in 
times of turbulence and controversy. Through 
it all, he has seemed unflappable. Time after 
time, Senator MCCONNELL has taken on a 
leadership role and worked tirelessly for the 
Republican Party by serving as our Party’s 
Senate Whip, Minority Leader, and Majority 
Leader. While holding each of these positions, 
Senator MCCONNELL has worked to unify and 
guide the Party in the right direction. In doing 
so, he has rightfully attained the confidence, 
respect, and admiration of his colleagues and 
garnered many great accomplishments in the 
process. 

As Senate Minority Leader, Senator 
MCCONNELL held closely to his conservative 
values in spite of enormous pressure from an 
opposing Democratic Party in Congress and 
Presidential Administration. As the momentum 
in Congress began to turn, Senator MCCON-
NELL once again stepped up to the challenge 
when his colleagues elected him as Senate 
Majority Leader. While holding this leadership 
position, he has achieved many successes, in-
cluding the confirmation of Justice Neil 
Gorsuch to the Supreme Court and passage 
of the Senate’s Tax Reform bill—both of which 
required a champion who was not afraid to be 
a target of criticism. Both victories serve as a 

testament to Leader MCCONNELL’s vision as 
one of the finest master strategists in the his-
tory of the U.S. Senate. 

Throughout Leader MCCONNELL’s tenure, he 
has also brought great esteem to our state 
and always remembered to prioritize our old 
Kentucky home. He has also continued to 
proudly represent our region since he was first 
elected as Senator in 1984. It has been a joy 
of mine to work alongside him on various bills 
and projects that have positively impacted 
Kentuckians. Together, we have worked to 
create jobs, support veterans, protect the coal 
industry, and sustain agriculture within Ken-
tucky. I look forward to continuing our collabo-
ration to further the prosperity of the people 
and communities of our beloved Southern and 
Eastern Kentucky. 

Once again, I would like to congratulate 
Leader MCCONNELL for this major milestone in 
his career of public service. It has been a 
pleasure to serve alongside him in Congress 
and to observe these historic moments of suc-
cess. I wish him many more years of contin-
ued good health, happiness, and success. 

f 

FEDERAL INSURANCE OFFICE 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I will vote for 
the Federal Insurance Office Reform Act of 
2017 because it prevents covered agreements 
from imposing new prudential requirements 
without a separate act of Congress. I am wor-
ried about the availability and accessibility of 
nationwide data about insurance and want as-
surances that this will be addressed before the 
bill reaches the House floor. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE PHILIPPINES ON THE 
120TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS 
INDEPENDENCE 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Republic of the Philippines 
on the 120th anniversary of its independence 
from Spain. On May 1, 1898, The Battle of 
Manila Bay signaled the United States’ entry 
into the war with the Spanish that the Phil-
ippines had been fighting since 1896. On June 
12, 1898, encouraged by support from our 
country, the Philippine people declared their 
independence after over 200 years of Spanish 
colonial rule. By August, the Philippines, Puer-
to Rico, Cuba, and my home, Guam, officially 
became a part of the United States. 

Since earning their independence, the Phil-
ippine people have suffered through years of 
dictatorship, martial law, and Japanese occu-
pation. The people of Guam are particularly 
sympathetic to these atrocities, having our-
selves been occupied by enemy forces during 
World War II. 

Since its independence, the Republic of the 
Philippines and the United States have shared 
a strong friendship and alliance that enhances 
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economic stability and security in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. Additionally, many Filipinos have 
made the United States home. Filipino-Ameri-
cans have contributed immensely to our na-
tion’s prosperity. In my home district of Guam, 
Filipino and Filipino-American community rep-
resent over one-third of the general popu-
lation. They are also immense contributors to 
the betterment of our island and play a key 
role in the economic, social, and political fabric 
of our island and the nation as a whole. 

In addition, the friendship of the Filipino 
people has forged a bond between our nations 
that has only grown stronger over time. Our 
nations are intimately linked to one another. I 
join the people of Guam in celebrating the 
120th anniversary of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines’ independence and look forward to our 
countries strengthening our relationship in the 
years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FRANK J. LEMKE 
AND OTHERS WHO VOLUN-
TEERED FOR PROJECT 19 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the life of Frank J. Lemke 
and many others from my district and around 
the country who volunteered to participate in 
Project 19, a secret program to aid the Allied 
Forces during World War II. 

Mr. Lemke was born in Buffalo, attended St. 
Mary’s School, and later attended Technical 
High School. After graduating, he was a ma-
chinist for the Airplane Division of the Curtiss- 
Wright Corporation in Cheektowaga producing 
P–40 fighter planes. At this time, the U.S. had 
not formally entered World War II so American 
troops could not be sent to the battlefields. 
Winston Churchill, the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain, requested help from the U.S. because 
the British Royal Air Force’s planes were 
being shot down much faster than they could 
be repaired in North Africa. There was a great 
need for a repair base in that region to con-
tinue the strong attack against the Nazis. At a 
meeting of the nation’s top U.S. airplane man-
ufacturing centers, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt authorized Project 19 to respond to this 
great need overseas and the Douglas Aircraft 
Company was selected to manage this 
project. 

Frank J. Lemke, and many other employees 
from the Curtiss-Wright Corporation in 
Cheektowaga volunteered to go on this 18- 
month mission to Africa. In total there were 
over 2,000 volunteers across the country. In 
the middle of the night Frank and many others 
crammed into a World War I troop ship and 
took a 50-day trip to an abandoned Italian air 
force base in Gura, located in the hills of 
North Africa. Their mission was to repair air-
craft so that they would be battle ready once 
again and to assemble new aircraft. 

After the Germans were defeated in Africa, 
Project 19 was officially closed. American civil-
ians had the choice of enlisting or returning to 
the U.S. and Frank decided to return home. In 
the Winter of 1943 Frank was on a freighter 
returning to the U.S. when the ship that he 
was on was torpedoed off the coast of South 
Africa. He was later picked up near Sao 

Paulo, Brazil, after 42 days in a 22-foot life-
boat with 25 crew members. He finally arrived 
back to Buffalo, NY where he became a hy-
draulics instructor at Curtiss-Wright’s airport 
plant. Unfortunately, Frank Lemke passed 
away on July 16, 1955, but his memory lives 
on in my district. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for allowing me to 
recognize Frank J. Lemke and many others 
who participated in Project 19. It is important 
to recognize Frank and other civilian heroes 
who have contributed to the preservation of 
freedom in this great country. It is an honor to 
recognize these heroes who not only helped 
my district, but the Allied Forces win the war. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAY AS NATIONAL 
INVENTORS MONTH 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, if any single thing 
epitomizes American ingenuity, it is the iconic 
American inventor. It is our distinct pleasure, 
therefore, to give special recognition to the 
month of May as National Inventors Month. 

President Lincoln considered how ‘‘certain 
inventions and discoveries [in history] occurred 
of peculiar value, on account of their great effi-
ciency in facilitating all other inventions and 
discoveries.’’ Mr. Lincoln specified ‘‘the art of 
writing and of printing; the discovery of Amer-
ica, and the introduction of patent laws.’’ 
Today, we might refer to such inventions and 
discoveries as ‘‘disruptive technologies.’’ 

National Inventors Month, 2018, it is well 
worth considering President Lincoln’s exal-
tation of invention and, by implication, of in-
ventors. Moreover, we as a nation should 
pause to reflect why the Sixteenth President of 
the United States connected patent laws with 
invention and ‘‘disruptive’’ advancements. No-
tably, he even placed patenting of inventions 
on par with the discovery of America and the 
invention of the printing press. In the same 
lecture titled ‘‘Discoveries, Inventions, and Im-
provements,’’ President Lincoln observed, 
‘‘Before then any man [might] instantly use 
what another man had invented, so that the 
inventor had no special advantage from his in-
vention. The patent system changed this, se-
cured to the inventor for a limited time exclu-
sive use of his inventions . . . .’’ 

Not only President Lincoln, but the Found-
ers held this belief about securing patent 
rights to the intellectual fruits of one’s labor. 
The Founders thought it important enough to 
empower and encourage invention by any 
American so inclined, in order to advance our 
nation’s collective knowledge and economic 
strength, that they included this very special, 
exclusive property right within the Constitution 
itself. Thus, our Founders deliberately in-
tended to stimulate invention by inventors from 
sea to shining sea—be they on farms, in fac-
tories, toiling in their basements, barns, ga-
rages, in corporate research and development 
facilities, in the laboratories of companies and 
of our world-class universities. 

President Lincoln, who has been the only 
U.S. president with a patent, summarized this 
famous, successful formula. He credited our 
patent system for its securing inventors’ exclu-
sive rights to use their inventions as they see 

fit. He phrased this famously, completing the 
thought in the same speech. Mr. Lincoln said 
U.S. patents ‘‘added the fuel of interest to the 
fire of genius in the discovery and production 
of new and useful things.’’ 

Therefore, we proudly recognize National In-
ventors Month. I encourage my fellow Ameri-
cans to take this opportunity to reflect on the 
great benefits we daily enjoy from the inven-
tions, great and small, of American inventors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TERESA CARLSON, 
KERI SHULL, GINA STRACUZZI 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize three remarkable women—Teresa 
Carlson, Keri Shull, and Gina Stracuzzi—who 
are being honored by the Institute for Excel-
lence in Sales on June 15, 2018. These 
awards promote and advance corporate and 
organizational sales excellence by recognizing 
individuals that have demonstrated out-
standing leadership and strategic vision in 
Sales. 

Teresa Carlson is receiving the Lifetime 
Achievement in Sales Award. Ms. Carlson is 
one of the top female leaders in technology 
today. Teresa Carlson leads the Amazon Web 
Services (AWS) Worldwide Public Sector busi-
ness—involving state, local, central and re-
gional governments; educational institutions 
and Ed Techs; and non-profits and nongovern-
mental organizations (NGO)—and acts as an 
advisor to Amazon Public Policy on global pol-
icy issues. Since starting AWS’s public sector 
business in 2010, Ms. Carlson has driven the 
business’s growth that, today, accounts for 
2,000 government, 4,500 education, and 
17,500 nonprofit customers, and a vast part-
ner ecosystem across all geographies. 

Keri Shull is receiving the Women in Sales 
Executive Leadership Award. Ranked as the 
#1 Real Estate Team in Virginia, Ms. Shull 
and her team sold 321 homes in 2017. Ms. 
Shull has developed an extensive team of 
marketing specialists who implement aggres-
sive strategies using innovative technology to 
ensure maximum exposure for their clients’ 
homes. 

Gina Stracuzzi is the Institute for Excellence 
in Sales Member of the Year. Ms. Stracuzzi 
has led the IES Women in Sales program 
since 2016. She is a business development 
expert who has helped world-renown organi-
zations substantially grow. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF JOHN 
C. MYERS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
IN PROMOTING STEM EDUCATION 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I believe 
nothing is more important to America’s future 
than ensuring a high-quality education for our 
nation’s children. In the 21st century, this in-
cludes encouraging student participation in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering, and 
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math, or STEM. That’s why I am proud to rep-
resent an excellent institution of learning like 
John C. Myers Elementary School in Broad-
way, Virginia, in the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. John C. Myers is leading the country in 
promoting STEM education for young students 
with its STEM Lab known as Jake’s Nest. 

In April 2018, John C. Myers was recog-
nized at the International Technology and En-
gineering Educator Association’s annual con-
ference. The STEM program at John C. Myers 
was only one of 39 programs worldwide to 
earn the Program Excellence Award. This 
prestigious award is one of the highest honors 
given to technology and engineering education 
programs at the elementary, middle, and high 
school levels. 

I commend John C. Myers Elementary for 
inspiring children in the Sixth Congressional 
District of Virginia to take an interest in STEM. 
Together, the teachers, administrators, and 
staff have cultivated a unique place of learning 
for their students that engages them in innova-
tive educational opportunities. As the need for 
students educated in STEM fields grows 
across both the Commonwealth of Virginia 
and the country, John C. Myers will continue 
to help prepare students to meet this demand. 
Congratulations to John C. Myers Elementary 
for this well-deserved honor. Go Jakes. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the Chamber on Tues-
day, June 5, 2018, and Wednesday, June 6, 
2018. Had I been present, I would have voted 
yea on Roll Call votes 231, 232, 233, 236, 
237, 238 and 239. I would have voted nay on 
Roll Call votes 234 and 235. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLIE 
ALLEN 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to honor and remember the life of Charlie 
Allen, a dedicated community leader and phi-
lanthropist, who left a profound impact on the 
Marshall County Airport and the Lacon, Illinois 
community. 

Born in Peoria, Illinois in 1933, Charlie dis-
played natural leadership qualities at a young 
age. Charlie graduated from Michigan State 
University in 1955 and immediately enlisted in 
the United States Air Force, where he first fell 
in love with aviation. 

Following Charlie’s service to our country, 
he returned to Lacon to run the family busi-
ness, the Allen Lumber Company. In 2005, 
Charlie retired from the Allen Lumber Com-
pany, but that did not stop him from making 
an impact around the community. Charlie’s 
love for the Lacon community is evident in his 
commitment to the local Rotary Club, where 
he never missed a meeting in over 50 years. 

Charlie served on numerous boards, includ-
ing the First National Bank of Lacon and the 

Lacon Chamber of Commerce. But, everyone 
knew Charlie’s favorite board to serve on was 
the Marshall County Airport, which he was the 
president of from 1966 until his passing. It was 
Charlie’s effort that brought together the first 
Fly-in Breakfast, now held annually on Fa-
ther’s Day, and has become one of the big-
gest attractions in the area. 

We mourn the passing of Charlie, a friend 
and co-pilot to many. He left a lasting impact 
on those who had the pleasure of working and 
flying with him. His memory will be forever en-
twined in the fabric of the Lacon community 
and the Marshall County Airport. 

f 

JOHN ELLIS GOLDSMITH 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise before 
you today to recognize John Goldsmith a na-
tive of Greenville, Illinois. 

For well over 25 years, John has logged 
countless hours of dedicated service to his 
community. One of John’s many projects was 
the establishment of the Demoulin Museum. 
For John’s efforts in opening this museum, he 
was recently awarded the Daughters of the 
American Revolution Historic Preservation 
Medal. 

Today the Demoulin Brothers & Company is 
the leading maker in marching band uniforms, 
but they got their start making fraternal lodge 
initiation regalia. John and his late mother 
Norma amassed and preserved a collection of 
historic artifacts from the company that was 
founded in 1892. 

John has turned what began as a hobby 
with his mother into a museum that has drawn 
visitors from all 50 states and even inter-
nationally to his hometown of Greenville. Re-
cently, John has preserved a church building 
dating to the 1890’s to serve as the perma-
nent home of the Demoulin Museum. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to send my most sin-
cere congratulations to John in receiving the 
Daughters of the American Revolution Historic 
Preservation Medal. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF U.S.-TAIWAN RELATIONS 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the vital importance to U.S.-Taiwan 
relations, and for the peace, security and sta-
bility of the Western Pacific, of the inaugura-
tion on June 12th of a new office complex for 
the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT). 

The inauguration ceremony for this new fa-
cility will be attended by a number of dig-
nitaries, including Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing- 
wen. This event represents much more than 
the opening of just another new office complex 
in Taipei. It stands as a concrete example of 
the firm commitment and unbreakable bonds 
that exist between the peoples of the United 
States and Taiwan. 

Next year will mark the 40th anniversary of 
the passage and signing into law of the Tai-

wan Relations Act (TRA) which has served as 
a cornerstone for our vigorous security, eco-
nomic and people-to-people bilateral relation-
ship. It was a proud moment in the history of 
the American Congress when we took the 
lead in assuring that the diplomatic recognition 
to Beijing would not come at the expense of 
Taiwan. The people of Taiwan have earned 
our friendship and support as they share our 
own dedication to democracy, human rights 
and a free market economy. 

Let us stand with Taiwan here again today 
by recognizing the upgrading of the American 
presence on Taiwan through the inauguration 
of this new AIT facility. 

f 

ALL CAPS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, they finally 
did it. For the first time in franchise history, the 
WASHINGTON CAPITALS are Stanley Cup 
champions. 

When time expired in Game 5 of the Stan-
ley Cup Finals, throngs of red-clad fans inside 
the arena in Las Vegas and on the streets of 
Washington threw up their arms in jubilation, 
celebrating a victory that was a long time com-
ing. 

Year after year in recent times, the CAPS 
posted impressive records during the regular 
season only to falter in the playoffs. Even this 
year, the CAPS found themselves with their 
backs against the wall throughout the playoffs, 
going down 0–2 in the series against Colum-
bus and dropping three straight games against 
Tampa Bay. But the team never gave up and 
battled through adversity on their way to win-
ning hockey’s ultimate crown. 

The CAPS are loaded with some of hock-
ey’s top talent, from T.J. Oshie, whose daz-
zling shootout moves in a Team USA jersey 
captivated the world at the 2014 Winter Olym-
pics, to Alexander Ovechkin, one of the NHL’s 
most prolific goal scorers and long-time CAPS 
captain. And of course one cannot forget 
Braden Holtby, their goaltender, their masked 
crusader whose desperation save in Game 2 
against Las Vegas embodied the CAPS’ stern 
resolve in achieving their goal. 

Included in this formidable array of players 
is center Lars Eller, the first Danish player to 
hoist the Stanley Cup. Eller proved to be vital 
to the CAPS in their Cup run. He scored the 
game-winning goal in double-overtime against 
Columbus to prevent the CAPS from going 0- 
3 down in the series, and last week he put the 
puck into the Vegas goal with just minutes to 
go, breaking the game’s deadlock and launch-
ing his team into the history books. Eller’s 
family and friends were watching in a movie 
theater back in his hometown of Rodovre, 
Denmark, where the clock read 2:22am at 
puck drop and past 5am when Eller scored his 
fateful goal. He has since been hailed as a 
hero in his native country, with accounts of his 
Cup-clinching goal dominating the national 
media on Friday morning. 

Mr. Speaker, the CAPITALS’ Stanley Cup 
triumph shows us why sports are so important 
to our society. They bring people together and 
inspire us to dream. So congratulations to 
Lars Eller, the rest of the CAPITALS organiza-
tion, and the city of Washington on a historic 
victory. 
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Today, we are ALL CAPS. 
And that is just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING KE AU HAWAII, THE 
YEAR OF THE HAWAIIAN 

HON. COLLEEN HANABUSA 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate Ke Au Hawaii, the Year of 
the Hawaiian, which honors Hawaii’s indige-
nous people and their culture, history, and ac-
complishments. Fittingly, yesterday we cele-
brated Kamehameha Day, a Hawaii state holi-
day honoring the Native Hawaiian monarch 
who first united the Hawaiian Islands under 
one rule. 

Native Hawaiians are the original settlers of 
the Hawaiian Islands. Over a millennium, Na-
tive Hawaiians cultivated a rich culture and 
language that reflects the close relationship 
they had with their land. However, following 
European contact, Native Hawaiians endured 
a multitude of hardships that resulted in signifi-
cant population and cultural declines. The ef-
fects of these declines continue through today, 
with Native Hawaiians overrepresented in 
rates of homelessness, incarceration, drug 
use, health disparities, and many other social 
ills. 

One such hardship came in the form of an 
1896 Republic of Hawaii-era law, which 
banned the teaching of ‘olelo Hawaii, the Ha-
waiian language, in both public and private 
schools. Over the subsequent half-century, 
this law severely diminished the percentage of 
Hawaii’s population that could speak and un-
derstand ‘olelo Hawaii. It was not until 1978 
that Hawaiian was established as a co-official 
language of the State of Hawaii. Since then, 
the establishment of Hawaiian language im-
mersion programs from pre-school through the 
college level has served as a critical incubator 
for language revitalization. These efforts have 
led to more than 20,000 fluent speakers of 
‘olelo Hawaii today. 

At the turn of the century, prominent Native 
Hawaiian leaders took substantial steps to ad-
dress the clear decline of an entire people. 
Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole, the Territory 
of Hawaii’s at-large congressional delegate 
from 1903 to 1922, authored the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Act, which was passed by 
Congress in 1921 and continues to provide 
homesteads for Native Hawaiians. The pur-
pose of the Hawaiian Homelands is to support 
the self-sufficiency and community-based de-
velopment of the Native Hawaiian people and 
the preservation of their traditions, culture, and 
quality of life. 

At the state level, the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs (OHA) was created in 1978. OHA has 
evolved into an entity that perpetuates Native 
Hawaiian culture and advocates for Native Ha-
waiian interests, providing community-building 
forums, loan assistance, scholarships, and 
many other vital opportunities to the Native 
Hawaiian people. 

The decades-long struggle for recognition 
and rejuvenation culminated in the Apology 
Resolution. Signed by President Clinton in 
1993, that resolution formally apologized for 
the United States’ role in the illegal overthrow 
of the Kingdom of Hawaii in 1893. The spon-

sor of that resolution was the late Senator 
Daniel Kahikina Akaka, the first and only 
United States Senator of Native Hawaiian an-
cestry. He was an unwavering advocate for 
his people over his 36 years in Congress. 
Senator Akaka sadly passed away this April, 
but his legacy of advocacy on behalf of his 
people lives on forever. 

This year, as we mark the Year of the Ha-
waiian, we must remember to appreciate and 
affirm the vibrant contributions of Native Ha-
waiians to the multicultural fabric that is the 
United States of America. We look to the next 
generation of Native Hawaiian leaders to con-
tinue the important work of improving the lives 
of the Native Hawaiian people and advancing 
their strength in their homeland. Significant 
progress has been achieved in empowering 
and rejuvenating the Native Hawaiian people 
due to their resilience, persistence, and, above 
all, aloha. Theirs is a history and culture that 
have much to share and from which we have 
much to learn. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my distinguished col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the Native 
Hawaiian people and their contributions to our 
country. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RORY GAM-
BLE FOR HIS LEADERSHIP AS 
DIRECTOR OF UAW REGION 1A 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Rory Gamble for his work as direc-
tor of the United Automotive Workers’ (UAW) 
Region 1A. Mr. Gamble has effectively served 
the working men and women of southeast 
Michigan through his leadership and efforts. 

Mr. Gamble began his career with the UAW 
in 1974 after joining the Ford Motor Dearborn 
Frame Plant as a weld fixture repairman. The 
following year, he was elected to the position 
of plant trustee and has since served a wide 
variety of assignments in the UAW throughout 
his career. These include membership on the 
UAW-Ford national Negotiating Team, as well 
as prominent roles in UAW Local 600, which 
currently represents 27,000 active and retired 
members with over 40 autonomous bargaining 
units in southeast Michigan. Since June 2006, 
Mr. Gamble has been elected to three four- 
year terms as director of UAW Region 1A, 
which covers approximately 150,000 active 
and retired members from the Big Three auto-
makers, health care facility employees, and 
many other workplaces. 

Mr. Gamble’s efforts on behalf of the work-
ers UAW represents has been critical to help-
ing them secure the pay and benefits that they 
have earned. Because of his leadership, the 
UAW has been able to navigate a challenging 
political and economic environment while en-
suring that the working men and women of 
southeast Michigan received pay and benefits 
commensurate with the important work they 
perform. Additionally, Mr. Gamble is active in 
the community, serving on numerous local or-
ganizations and boards, including Bridging 
Communities, a collaboration between South-
west Detroit businesses, labor organizations, 
churches and residents, as well as founding a 
food program for at-risk children in area public 

schools. As a result of his efforts, Mr. Gamble 
has received widespread acclaim, including re-
ceiving the 1999 Spirit of Detroit Award as 
well as the 2006 Horace L. Sheffield Jr. Hu-
manitarian Award for these and other activities 
in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Rory Gamble for his leadership 
with the UAW and in the southeast Michigan 
community. Mr. Gamble’s career and efforts 
have been critical to the well-being of Michi-
gan’s working men and women. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF HILDA HOLLEY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 100th birthday of Hilda 
Holley. 

Hilda was born on May 14, 1918 in Oxford, 
Alabama, as the fourth of 13 siblings. She and 
two other siblings are the only ones still living 
today. 

She married her late husband Ernest Holley 
in 1944. Hilda worked at Anniston Army Depot 
and on February 26, 1951, she gave birth to 
her son, Ernie and Hilda became a stay at 
home mother. 

Ernie was born with Down’s Syndrome, and 
Hilda has devoted her life to taking care of her 
son. Hilda attributes her long life to eating a 
red apple and onions every day. Besides car-
ing for Ernie, Hilda spends her time reading 
her Bible, praying and completing crossword 
puzzles. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing 
Hilda Holley a very happy 100th birthday. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 6067 
RODCHENKOV ANTI-DOPING ACT 
(RADA ACT) 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
today I introduced H.R. 6067, the Rodchenkov 
Anti-Doping Act (‘‘RADA’’) because in the 
realm of international sports, it has become al-
most commonplace for too many athletes to 
yield to the temptation of bridging the gap be-
tween their own skill and the pinnacle of ath-
letic achievement by resorting to performance 
enhancing drugs. 

And to conceal this fall from grace, cheaters 
are employing increasingly sophisticated 
modes of masking the use of any proscribed 
drugs. 

This practice, some of it state-sanctioned, 
undermines international athletic competition 
and is often connected to more nefarious ac-
tions by state actors. 

This is why it is necessary for Congress to 
enact H.R. 6067, the bipartisan Rodchenkov 
Anti-Doping Act (‘‘RADA’’ Act) 

The legislation I have introduced is bipar-
tisan, and bears the name of courageous 
whistleblower Dr. Grigory Rodchenkov, a val-
iant man who revealed the true extent of the 
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complex state-run doping scheme which per-
mitted Russia to excel in the 2014 Sochi Win-
ter Olympics, and which resulted in its ban 
from the 2018 Olympic Games. 

While he was complicit in Russia’s state-run 
doping program, Dr. Rodchenkov regrets his 
role and seeks to atone for it by aiding the ef-
fort to clean up international sports and to 
curb the rampant corruption within Russia. 

The RADA Act is a serious step towards 
cracking down on the use of performance-en-
hancing drugs in major international competi-
tion because it establishes criminal penalties 
and civil remedies for doping fraud. 

A number of other nations, including Ger-
many, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Italy, Sweden, Switzerland, and Spain, have 
embraced criminal sanctions for doping fraud 
violations and it is time for the United States 
to be added to this list. 

Doping fraud in major international competi-
tions—like the Olympics, the World Cup and 
the Tour de France—is often linked with cor-
ruption, bribery and money laundering. 

It is not just victory that criminals engaged 
in doping fraud snatch away from clean ath-
letes—athletes depend on prize money and 
sponsorships to sustain their livelihoods. 

The United States has a large role to play 
in ferreting out corruption in international 
sports. 

Not only do U.S. athletes lose out on mil-
lions in sponsorships, but when a U.S. com-
pany spends millions to create a marketing 
campaign around an athlete, only to have that 
athlete later implicated in a doping fraud scan-
dal, the damage to that company’s brand can 
cost tens of millions. 

This has been the story of Alysia Montaño, 
a U.S. runner who competed in the 2012 
Summer Olympics games in London and 
placed fifth place in the 800 meters behind 
two Russian women finishing first and third. 

These women were later found to have en-
gaged in doping fraud by the World Anti- 
Doping Agency, meaning that Ms. Montaño 
had rightfully finished third, which would have 
earned her a bronze medal. 

Ms. Montaño estimates that doping fraud 
cost her ‘maybe half a million dollars, if you 
look at rollovers and bonuses, and that’s with-
out outside sponsorship maybe coming in.’ 

She adds, ‘That’s not why you’re doing it, 
but you still deserve it.’ She certainly does. 
Until now, defrauded U.S. athletes and com-
panies have had little recourse against doping 
fraud. 

A recent article published by The New York 
Times titled ‘‘U.S. Lawmakers Seek to Crim-
inalize Doping in Global Competitions’’ ref-
erences the RADA as a step in the right direc-
tion toward criminalizing doping in international 
sports. 

The RADA is an important step to stemming 
the tide of Russian corruption in sport and re-
storing confidence in international competition. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD the 
New York Times article published June 12, 
2018 entitled ‘‘U.S. Lawmakers Seek To Crim-
inalize Doping in Global Competitions’’, which 
cites RADA as a step in the right direction to-
ward criminalizing doping in international 
sports. 

[From the New York Times, June 12, 2018] 
U.S. LAWMAKERS SEEK TO CRIMINALIZE 

DOPING IN GLOBAL COMPETITIONS 
(By Rebecca R. Ruiz) 

United States lawmakers on Tuesday took 
a step toward criminalizing doping in inter-
national sports, introducing a bill in the 
House that would attach prison time to the 
use, manufacturing or distribution of per-
formance-enhancing drugs in global competi-
tions. 

The legislation, inspired by the Russian 
doping scandal, would echo the Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act, which makes it illegal to 
bribe foreign officials to gain a business ad-
vantage. The statute would be the first of its 
kind with global reach, empowering Amer-
ican prosecutors to act on doping violations 
abroad, and to file fraud charges of a dif-
ferent variety than those the Justice Depart-
ment brought against top international soc-
cer officials in 2015. 

Although American leagues like Major 
League Baseball would not be affected by the 
legislation, which would apply only to com-
petitions among countries, it could apply to 
a league’s athletes when participating in 
global events like the Ryder Cup, the Davis 
Cup or the World Baseball Classic. 

The law would establish America’s juris-
diction over international sports events, 
even those outside of the United States, if 
they include at least three other nations, 
with at least four American athletes partici-
pating or two American companies acting as 
sponsors. It would also enhance the ability of 
cheated athletes and corporate sponsors to 
seek damages, expanding the window of time 
during which civil lawsuits could be filed. 

To justify the United States’ broader juris-
diction over global competitions, the House 
bill invokes the United States’ contribution 
to the World Anti-Doping Agency, the global 
regulator of drugs in sports. At $2.3 million, 
the United States’ annual contribution is the 
single largest of any nation. ‘‘Doping fraud 
in major international competitions also ef-
fectively defrauds the United States,’’ the 
bill states. 

The lawmakers behind the bill were instru-
mental in the creation of the 2012 Magnitsky 
Act, which gave the government the right to 
freeze financial assets and impose visa re-
strictions on Russian nationals accused of 
serious human rights violations and corrup-
tion. On Tuesday, the lawmakers framed 
their interest in sports fraud around inter-
national relations and broader networks of 
crime that can accompany cheating. 

‘‘Doping fraud is a crime in which big 
money, state assets and transnational crimi-
nals gain advantage and honest athletes and 
companies are defrauded,’’ said Sheila Jack-
son Lee, Democrat of Texas, who introduced 
the legislation on Tuesday. ‘‘This practice, 
some of it state-sanctioned, has the ability 
to undermine international relations, and is 
often connected to more nefarious actions by 
state actors.’’ 

Along with Ms. Jackson Lee, the bill was 
sponsored by two other Congressional rep-
resentatives, Michael Burgess, Republican of 
Texas, and Gwen Moore, Democrat of Wis-
consin. 

It was put forward just as Russia prepares 
to host soccer’s World Cup, which starts 
Thursday. That sporting event will be the 
nation’s biggest since the 2014 Sochi Olym-
pics, where one of the most elaborate doping 
ploys in history took place. 

The bill, the Rodchenkov Anti-Doping Act, 
takes its name from Dr. Grigory 

Rodchenkov, the chemist who ran Russia’s 
antidoping laboratory for 10 years before he 
spoke out about the state-sponsored cheat-
ing he had helped carry out—most notori-
ously in Sochi. At those Games, Dr. 
Rodchenkov said, he concealed widespread 
drug use among Russia’s top Olympians by 
tampering with more than 100 urine samples 
with the help of Russia’s Federal Security 
Service. 

Investigations commissioned by inter-
national sports regulators confirmed his ac-
count and concluded that Russia had cheated 
across competitions and years, tainting the 
performance of more than 1,000 athletes. In 
early 2017, American intelligence officials 
concluded that Russia’s meddling in the 2016 
American election had been, in part, a form 
of retribution for the Olympic doping scan-
dal, whose disclosures Russian officials 
blamed on the United States. 

Nations including Germany, France, Italy, 
Kenya and Spain have established criminal 
penalties for sports doping perpetrated with-
in their borders. Russia, too, passed a law in 
2017 that made it a crime to assist or coerce 
doping, though no known charges have been 
brought under that law to date. 

Under the proposed American law, crimi-
nal penalties for offenders would include a 
prison term of up to five years as well as 
fines that could stretch to $250,000 for indi-
viduals and $1 million for organizations. 

‘‘We could have real change if people think 
they could actually go to jail for this,’’ said 
Jim Walden, a lawyer for Dr. Rodchenkov, 
who met with the lawmakers as they consid-
ered the issue in recent months. ‘‘I think it 
will have a meaningful impact on coaches 
and athletes if they realize they might not 
be able to travel outside of their country for 
fear of being arrested.’’ 

The legislation also authorizes civil ac-
tions for doping fraud, giving athletes who 
may have been cheated in competitions—as 
well as corporations acting as sponsors—the 
right to sue in federal court to recover dam-
ages from people who may have defrauded 
competitions. 

Ms. Jackson Lee cited the American run-
ner Alysia Montaño, who placed fifth in the 
800 meters at the 2012 Summer Olympics. 
Two Russian women who placed first and 
third in that race were later disqualified for 
doping, elevating Ms. Montaño years later. 
‘‘She had rightfully finished third, which 
would have earned her a bronze medal,’’ Ms. 
Jackson Lee said, noting the financial bene-
fits and sponsorships Ms. Montaño could 
have captured. 

The bill would establish a window of seven 
years for criminal actions and 10 years for 
civil lawsuits. It also seeks to protect whis-
tle-blowers from retaliation, making it ille-
gal to take ‘‘adverse action’’ against a per-
son because he or she has disclosed informa-
tion about doping fraud. 

Dr. Rodchenkov, who has lived in the 
United States since fall 2015, has been crimi-
nally charged in Russia after he publicly 
deconstructed the cheating he said he car-
ried out on orders from a state minister. 

‘‘While he was complicit in Russia’s past 
bad acts, Dr. Rodchenkov regrets his past 
role in Russia’s state-run doping program 
and seeks to atone for it by aiding the effort 
to clean up international sports and to curb 
the corruption rampant in Russia,’’ Ms. 
Jackson Lee said, calling Tuesday’s bill ‘‘an 
important step to stemming the tide of Rus-
sian corruption in sport and restoring con-
fidence in international competition.’’ 
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