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CELEBRATING ROGER HOLMES ON 
HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Roger Holmes, who is celebrating his 
100th birthday today. This remarkable mile-
stone gives us the opportunity to recognize 
Mr. Holmes’ contributions to his community 
and his country. 

Mr. Holmes a veteran of World War Two, 
served as a Tech Sergeant and Section Chief 
of Ordinance Cadre in the 9th Airforce Division 
in Holland, France, and England between 
1942 and 1944. His service in World War II 
helped preserve the great freedoms that we 
enjoy today. 

I want to express my gratitude for Mr. 
Holmes’ dedication to the community of White-
hall. He retired as the U.S. Postmaster after 
working for the local post office for almost thir-
ty years. Mr. Holmes and his wife Edna will 
celebrate their 68th wedding anniversary in 
July. It is leaders like him who sustain the 
character and integrity of our communities. 

Mr. Holmes’ contributions to his country 
leave us in his debt. 

f 

HERBERT HOOVER DIKE 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the impor-
tance of expediting repairs to the Herbert Hoo-
ver Dike on Lake Okeechobee. 

Subtropical Storm Alberto highlighted the 
need for repairs, as water levels in Lake 
Okeechobee are rapidly rising toward the safe 
limit, leading to earlier than usual discharges 
ravaging our Southwest Florida coastline. Ex-
pedited dike repairs would reduce the number 
and volume of these harmful discharges and 
better protect the livelihood of our community 
and our environment. 

This is why I am working with my col-
leagues in the House, and with the White 
House, to secure additional funds to accel-
erate repairs. It’s simply insurance: sooner or 
later a big storm will hit so it is best to reduce 
the time during which we are at risk. We need 
to pay less now, like an insurance premium, to 
hedge a future catastrophic risk. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF JUDGE JOAN BERNARD ARM-
STRONG 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Judge Joan Ber-
nard Armstrong, the first woman elected to 
serve as a judge in Louisiana and the first Af-
rican-American to serve as chief judge of the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeal, who died on 
June 9, 2018 at the age of 77. 

In 2011, Judge Armstrong announced her 
retirement from the bench after 37 years, 
which made her the longest-serving judge in 
Louisiana at the time. When Judge Armstrong 
was first elected to the bench in Orleans Par-
ish Juvenile Court in 1974, she was the first 
African-American woman elected judge in Lou-
isiana. 

Judge Armstrong graduated from Xavier 
University in 1963. She taught school by day 
and attended law school at night to earn her 
J.D. from Loyola University School of Law in 
1967. She was elected without opposition to 
the appeals court in 1984, as the court’s first 
female jurist. She became chief judge in 2003. 

During her tenure on the bench, Judge Arm-
strong was chairwoman of the Louisiana Con-
ference of Court of Appeal Judges from 2004 
to 2005 and was also a member of the Judici-
ary Budgetary Board; Judicial Ethics Com-
mittee; Judicial Human Resources Committee; 
Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement 
and the Administration of Criminal Justice. 

Judge Armstrong served as a member of 
several organizations and received several 
honors during her long career: Loyola Univer-
sity Board of Trustees, 1984 to 1990; Adjunct 
Professor of Law, Southern University Law 
Center, 1985 to 2003; American Judges Asso-
ciation Education Committee, 1990 to 1991; 
Grambling State University Dr. Martin Luther 
King Criminal Justice Center, First Board of 
Directors; President, Community Relations 
Council of Greater New Orleans, 1972 to 
1974; President, Louisiana League of Good 
Government, 1972 to 1974, and others. 

Judge Armstrong lived an extraordinary life 
that cannot be categorized. Her legacy will for-
ever be a part of the city of New Orleans and 
her dedication to community embodies the 
spirit of the city. We cannot match the sac-
rifices made by Judge Armstrong, but surely, 
we can try to match her sense of service. We 
cannot match her courage, but we can strive 
to match her devotion. 

A widow, Judge Armstrong is survived by 
two children: a son, Reverend David Arm-
strong; a daughter, Anna Armstrong Alex-
ander; and two grandchildren. She is also sur-
vived by a sister, Florence Bernard James. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the life and legacy 
of Judge Joan Bernard Armstrong. 

IN RECOGNITION OF FORREST 
JARRETT 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Forrest Jarrett, of Madison County, 
North Carolina. I would like to acknowledge 
Forrest for his outstanding love for mankind 
and conservation. 

Forrest Jarrett was born on November 29, 
1928 in Madison County, North Carolina. After 
graduating from Marshall High School in 1945, 
Forrest went on to obtain a Bachelor’s of 
Science degree in Agriculture from Berea Col-
lege in Kentucky in 1950. 

After graduating from college, Forrest en-
listed in the United States Army, serving in the 
Korean Conflict from 1951 to 1953. After his 
military service, Forrest became a ‘‘relief 
watchman’’ with Norfolk Southern Railroad 
Company in December 1953. He worked for 
Norfolk Southern for 37 years and retired in 
1991. While working for the railroad, he played 
a significant role in creating the Norfolk South-
ern band, ‘‘The Lawmen,’’ which still performs 
today. Forrest and his wife, Alene, have raised 
two sons, Owen and Greg. 

Growing up, Forrest developed a passion 
for hunting in the mountains of Western North 
Carolina. This passion has led him to be a 
proponent for conservation and wildlife protec-
tion. Forrest has helped organize an annual 
Wild Game Dinner fundraiser that supports 
various wildlife conservation efforts across 
North Carolina. Recently, the annual Wild 
Game Dinner in Asheville, North Carolina was 
renamed the Forrest E. Jarrett Wild Game 
Dinner for Wildlife Conservation in his honor. 

Mr. Jarrett’s dedication to preserving wildlife 
and his love for people has set him apart as 
a man well worthy of esteem and earned him 
the title of a faithful friend. It is my distinct 
honor to recognize Forrest’s dedication to 
wildlife and conservation as the Forrest E. 
Jarrett Wild Game Dinner for Wildlife Con-
servation is named in his honor. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR ABIGAIL 
VINCENT 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Major Abigail Vincent for her exemplary 
dedication to duty and service as an Army 
Congressional Fellow and Congressional 
Budget Liaison for the Assistant Secretary of 
the Army (Financial Management and Comp-
troller). Major Vincent is transitioning from her 
current assignment to serve as Comptroller 
and Deputy Director of Administration for the 
U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infec-
tious Diseases. 
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Born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, where her 

parents still reside, Major Vincent was com-
missioned as a Medical Service Corps officer 
after her graduation from the United States 
Military Academy at West Point with a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Comparative Poli-
tics. She also holds a Master’s degree in Leg-
islative Affairs from the George Washington 
University. 

Major Vincent has served in a broad range 
of assignments during her thirteen years as an 
Army officer. Her assignments include: platoon 
leader and company executive officer at Fort 
Lewis, WA; Medical Operations Officer in 
Seagoville, TX; and Legislative Liaison in the 
National Capital Region. She also has a com-
bat deployment encompassing 17 months in 
theater where she served in the Commander’s 
Initiatives Group and as aide-de-camp for the 
Multi-National Force—Iraq Commander, Gen-
eral Ray Odierno. 

In 2014, I had the privilege of having Major 
Vincent as an Army Congressional Fellow in 
my office and continued to work with her dur-
ing her subsequent assignment as a Congres-
sional Budget Liaison for the U.S. Army. Major 
Vincent’s professionalism, diligence, and com-
mitment to the mission are unmatched, and 
her work both as a fellow and as a liaison very 
effectively represented the U.S. Army and the 
Department of Defense to the United States 
Congress. 

Throughout her career, Major Vincent has 
positively impacted soldiers, peers, and supe-
riors. Our country has benefited from her ex-
traordinary leadership, judgment, and passion 
for the Army profession. I join my colleagues 
today in honoring her dedication to our Nation 
and invaluable service to the United States 
Congress as an Army Congressional Budget 
Liaison. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a genuine pleas-
ure to work with Major Vincent. It is with great 
appreciation that I recognize and commend 
Abigail for her service to our country and wish 
her all the best as she continues her service 
in the United States Army. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on June 13, 
2018, I was absent for recorded votes No. 261 
through No. 264. Had I been present, I would 
have voted as follows: on Roll Call No. 261 I 
would have voted no; on Roll Call No. 262 I 
would have voted no; on Roll Call No. 263 I 
would have voted yes; and on Roll Call No. 
264 I would have voted yes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JERRY ANDERSON 
FOR A STORIED CAREER SERV-
ING NORTHWEST OHIO 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I want to recog-
nize WTOL’s Jerry Anderson for his years of 
service to Northwest Ohio as today will be his 

last day before retiring. Jerry has served 
Northwest Ohio as a valued and trustworthy 
face on the local news for more than 40 years. 

Jerry Anderson started his career in Bowling 
Green on the radio airwaves for WFOB in 
1974 before beginning his TV news career in 
1980. Jerry covered four national political con-
ventions, the inaugurations of three presi-
dents, and Pope John Paul II’s visit to Detroit 
into the living room of families in Northwest 
Ohio, and he was someone that Ohioans 
knew they could count on. 

Jerry is beloved and respected because he 
truly cares about Northwest Ohio and the peo-
ple that live there. He’s been active in local 
charitable efforts, including earning his certifi-
cation as an auctioneer so he could volunteer 
for more than 20 charity auctions annually. He 
also can often be seen as an emcee at com-
munity events to help raise funding for local 
schools, disadvantaged families, and individ-
uals with disabilities. 

I know his dedication to our region, as I’ve 
spent many years next to him at the 
Applebutter Fest in Grand Rapids, Ohio. Jerry 
always made time to talk. 

Mr. Speaker, Jerry Anderson is an institution 
in Toledo and Northwest Ohio, and while he’ll 
be sorely missed, I wish him the best of luck 
in his retirement. 

f 

BILL MITSCH 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Bill 
Mitsch for having received the first Odum 
Award for Ecological Engineering Excellence 
from the American Ecological Engineering So-
ciety in Houston, Texas. 

As Director of the Everglades Wetland Re-
search Park at Florida Gulf Coast University, 
he has become a highly respected scientist in 
the fields of wetland ecology, biogeochemistry, 
ecological engineering, and ecosystem res-
toration and modelling. 

He has taught and inspired generations of 
scientists to pursue wetlands research through 
his extensive research on the subject, includ-
ing writing five editions of a preeminent stand-
ard textbook about wetland ecology. Further, 
he founded the Olentangy River Wetland Re-
search Park, a major research wetlands lab-
oratory at Ohio State University, and has 
served on the Science Advisory Board of the 
Environmental Protection Agency to provide 
his valuable input on wetland restoration. 

I personally would like to thank Bill for his 
dedicated efforts and research on the Ever-
glades. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
BERTHA ALICIA PEÑA 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to thank 
Bertha Alicia Peña of Brownsville, TX for her 
outstanding contributions as a teacher and ad-
ministrator for the past 32 years. 

In May 1974, Ms. Peña received her Asso-
ciate of Arts from Texas Southmost College in 
Brownsville, TX. She graduated from Pan 
American University at Brownsville, Texas in 
May 1980 and received her Bachelor of 
Science in Elementary Education. Her passion 
for teaching drove her to pursue additional 
educational opportunities. She earned a Bilin-
gual Certification in 1982 and a Master of Arts 
in Education Administration in 1990 from Pan 
American University. 

Ms. Peña’s teaching career began in 1986 
with the Brownsville Independent School Dis-
trict (BISD) as a Kindergarten teacher at Villa 
Nueva Elementary School. She also taught 
Gifted and Talented Second Grade, Fourth 
Grade, and Sixth Grade. Ms. Peña became 
the Assistant Principal at Faulk Intermediate 
School in 1990 and the Principal at Lopez 
High School in 1993. She served in that posi-
tion until 1999, when she was appointed Area 
Assistant Superintendent for BISD. 

Her commitment to the educational success 
of underserved communities continued as she 
became Executive Director for Project Grad 
Brownsville from 2003 to 2005. The program, 
which was first implemented in the summer of 
2003, includes the four-week Summer Bridge 
Program for incoming ninth graders. Most re-
cently, she served as Assistant Super-
intendent for Curriculum and Instruction at 
BISD. 

I thank Ms. Peña for her unending dedica-
tion to shaping the lives of countless young 
people. While many pursue careers in teach-
ing, Ms. Peña viewed education not as a job, 
but a calling. She used her classroom experi-
ence to improve quality of education and ex-
pand opportunities for all students, and South 
Texas owes her a great debt of gratitude. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Bertha Alicia Peña for 
her lifetime of public service. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing her a happy re-
tirement as we celebrate her great legacy of 
teaching and giving to our children and com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAVIER 
ARMANDO MARTINEZ 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Javier Armando 
Martinez, who passed away Saturday, Novem-
ber 11, 2017. 

Born to Joey Martinez and Yoli Garza, 
Javier had four siblings, Vanessa, Veronica, 
Victoria, and Gustavo. He attended South Mid-
dle School in Edinburg, Texas, where he ex-
celled academically. Javier also loved being 
outside. On any given day, one could find him 
climbing trees, swimming, or riding his bike 
with his older brother. 

On May 19, 2015, Javier, at the age of 11, 
was diagnosed with Ewing’s Sarcoma, a rare 
form of bone cancer. Javier bravely fought 
against the disease, drawing strength and 
comforts from his parents and siblings who 
provided him with love and support every step 
of the way. 

Mr. Speaker, a brilliant young man was 
taken away from us before his time. Javier 
touched the hearts of those around him and 
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displayed inspirational courage in the face of 
adversity. The memories he leaves behind will 
forever be treasured by all who knew Javier. 

f 

UPON THE OCCASION OF THE 35TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE INCORPO-
RATION OF THE CITY OF EAST 
PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise along with 
my colleague, ANNA ESHOO, to recognize the 
City of East Palo Alto upon the occasion of its 
35th anniversary as an incorporated city in 
San Mateo County. East Palo Alto is a beau-
tiful community of approximately 30,000 per-
sons nestled between San Francisco Bay and 
communities to the west. 

The people of East Palo Alto have always 
been industrious. As the city entered the 
1980’s, its leadership became convinced that 
this energy needed a focus: Its own city gov-
ernment so that services could flourish and 
greater economic opportunity could be cre-
ated. 

We were both members of the San Mateo 
County Board of Supervisors during this time, 
and we supported the incorporation of East 
Palo Alto because we know that self-deter-
mination was the best way to deliver oppor-
tunity. Passions ran high and the 1982 attempt 
at incorporation was not successful. However, 
the second attempt, in 1983, delivered a nar-
row win of 13 votes. 

The leadership in this effort was, of course, 
local and several of those leaders were se-
lected for the first city council. Ms. Barbara 
Moulton was the first Mayor and today’s 
Mayor, Mr. Ruben Abrica, served on that first 
city council. Also serving were Mr. James 
Blakey Jr., Vice-Mayor, Mr. F.J. ‘‘Omowale’’ 
Satterwhite, and Ms. Gertrude Wilkes. East 
Palo Alto is a community where the love of its 
original city mothers and fathers endures to 
this day amongst those who remain. This love 
has been passed on to multiple waves of new, 
energetic, leaders as the community under-
went tremendous changes during the inter-
vening decades. 

Since 1983, a police force has been created 
to replace the patrols of the county Sheriff, 
and today this department has strong ties to 
the people that it serves. The city has control 
over planning and zoning, so the tax base has 
exploded. Recently, the city negotiated water 
rights from its neighbors and is now poised to 
take part in the high technology transformation 
of long-dormant land within its jurisdiction. 

At one time in its history, East Palo Alto suf-
fered from major crime problems, but the com-
munity came together to dramatically improve 
safety. Today, East Palo Alto’s violent crime 
rate is comparable to the overall rate of Cali-
fornia. Credit goes to city leadership, residents 
in all neighborhoods, the schools, clergy, and 
major philanthropies. 

A new jobs center recently opened and resi-
dents are being placed in positions each 
month. Infrastructure problems that long be-
deviled the community are being tackled on a 
scale that can only be described as gigantic. 
Flooding has been dramatically reduced due 
to a multi-million-dollar creek project nearing 

completion, and due to extensive improve-
ments in the city’s storm drain system. Plans 
exist to upgrade major roads such as Bay 
Road. 

A new park at Cooley Landing recently 
opened, bringing access to the bay closer to 
the children of East Palo Alto. Coupled with 
the Bay Trail that runs nearby and along its 
levees, East Palo Alto is rapidly transforming 
from a community where the demand for addi-
tional police services has receded at the same 
moment that the demand for a bicycle bridge 
over Highway 101 succeeded. 

East Palo Alto is in many ways like any 
other city in America because its civic spirit is 
improving the quality of life with the passage 
of every day. However, unlike many other 
communities in America, East Palo Alto con-
sciously seeks to build bridges between its 
residents. This is reflected in the city’s mission 
statement: The City of East Palo Alto provides 
responsive, respectful, and efficient public 
services to enhance the quality of life and 
safety for its multi-cultural community. 

In 1983, skeptics predicted that the resi-
dents of East Palo Alto could not financially 
support a city. They were wrong. 

In 1983, some predicted that infighting 
would kill the civic spirit of East Palo Alto. 
They were wrong. Civic pride, always strong 
and present, has flourished. 

In 1983, some wondered if the residents of 
East Palo Alto could deliver on the promises 
of incorporation. Today, East Palo Alto is a 
shining example of the story of America her-
self. It is thriving and self-governing towards 
an ever-brighter future. We celebrate the 35th 
anniversary of the incorporation of this special 
place by the bay. East Palo Alto is an out-
standing example of democracy in America. 

f 

DWIGHT BROCK 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Dwight 
Brock, a devoted servant of Collier County 
who passed away on June 12, 2018. 

After attending Florida State University and 
Stetson University, Mr. Brock received a law 
degree from Nova Law Center. Shortly after 
obtaining his J.D., he worked in the State At-
torney’s Office before he was elected Clerk of 
Courts for Collier County in 1993. 

Mr. Brock demonstrated an unmatched 
dedication to public service, tirelessly fighting 
for the people he worked to protect. Early in 
his first term, Brock identified major faults in 
the business practices of Collier County in-
vestment managers. He successfully pros-
ecuted the individuals jeopardizing the finan-
cial well-being of the county, ensuring the tax-
payers’ dollars were well safeguarded. This 
example of Mr. Brock’s dutiful service to the 
people of Collier County was an early indicator 
of the courage and devotion with which he 
would serve for the rest of his career. 

Our community mourns the loss of such an 
honest and faithful public servant. I extend my 
deepest condolences to his wife, Cheryl, his 
son, Bradley, and the rest of his loving family 
and friends. 

IN RECOGNITION OF KXTN 107.5’S 
30TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate KXTN 107.5 radio station of 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Tejano music leader, KXTN 107.5, is cele-
brating a significant milestone this year as 
2018 marks its 30th broadcasting anniversary. 
In an effort to commemorate this achievement, 
the station has teamed up with over 30 artists 
and bands for a two-day music festival. 

Founded on the principle of giving back, 
KXTN 107.5 has been a leader in many com-
munity service initiatives over the years. This 
includes raising over $1.4 million dollars for 
the San Antonio Children’s Miracle Network, 
over $1 million dollars for the St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital and blood donation 
drives for the South Texas Blood & Tissue 
Center. 

KXTN 107.5 has worked to provide listeners 
with a taste of Hispanic culture and values 
through its broadcast. The station represents 
the standard of broadcasting with their 
unyielding commitment to their listeners. 

For these reasons and more, the staff and 
support team of KXTN 107.5 is recognized for 
their hard work and leadership over the years. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize KXTN 107.5. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE BIO-
TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION OR-
GANIZATION (BIO) 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Bio-
technology Innovation Organization (BIO) on 
the occasion of its 25th anniversary. Over the 
past quarter-century, BIO has served as the 
leading voice of the biotechnology industry 
and has been instrumental in fostering new 
discoveries that help patients around the world 
defeat diseases and conditions that were un-
beatable only a generation ago. 

Biotechnology has not only helped drive the 
United States’ economy forward through the 
use of renewable and sustainable fuel 
sources, but it has also helped the world strive 
to meet the increasing food demands of an 
ever-growing planet. For the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, as well as in other places 
across our nation, the biotechnology industry 
is an integral pillar of innovation and economic 
development. As the largest representative 
body of biotechnology companies, academic 
institutions, state biotechnology centers and 
related organizations across the United States 
and in more than 30 other nations, BIO has 
contributed greatly to the scientific break-
throughs in biotechnology that have benefitted 
our world. I would also like to honor the mem-
ory of Henri A. Termeer, an early biotech vi-
sionary and pioneering scientist who was a 
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resident of Massachusetts and provided re-
markable contributions to the biotechnology in-
dustry with his exemplary leadership, insight, 
and dedication. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to reiterate that 
the Biotechnology Innovation Organization’s 
commitment to supporting the growing bio-
technology industry in our nation has pro-
moted a vast degree of innovation, helped to 
build a more robust economy, and benefitted 
a near countless number of patients around 
the globe. On behalf of the Massachusetts 
Congressional Delegation, I wish BIO all the 
best and much continued prosperity. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LESS 
CANCER ‘‘SPLIT THE MITT’’ BIKE 
RIDE IN MICHIGAN 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Less Cancer, founded by Michi-
gander Bill Couzens, to help remediate the 
alarming increases of cancer diagnosis and 
raise awareness about cancer risk reduction 
and prevention strategies. Less Cancer facili-
tates continuing education for physicians, 
nurses and public health professionals to high-
light the 50 percent of cancers that are pre-
ventable, and how to best educate patients on 
specific contaminants, pollution sources, and 
healthy lifestyle choices. Less Cancer also 
founded National Cancer Prevention Day, the 
National Cancer Prevention Workshop and fa-
cilitates the U.S. Congressional Cancer Pre-
vention Caucus. 

On June 23 and 24, cyclists from all over 
the country will team up for the Less Cancer 
‘‘Split the Mitt’’ Bike Ride, an epic two-day 
238-mile charity ride through the heart of 
Michigan. The Less Cancer cycling tradition 
started in 2012 when Suzi Tobias rode to 
Mackinac City to honor her friend Aileen 
O’Brien who lost the battle with cancer. This 
year’s cyclists will travel from Flint to Traverse 
City and conclude their overnight ride with a 
Cancer Prevention and Survivors’ Picnic at the 
Cowell Family Cancer Center in Traverse City, 
Michigan. 

The yearly ride could not happen without 
the many cyclists that participate year after 
year including Tom Petzold, Brian Dooms, 
Dave Toutant, Tricia Petzold, Ed Shumaker, 
Lars Perkins, Jeanne Petzold, and Andrew 
Bowman. Tireless volunteers include Melanie 
Awe, Sue Coughlin, Steve Theil, John 
Kretzschmar, Miles O’Brien and Ted Shaw 
along with support from the Less Cancer 
Board of Directors and Board Chair Donna 
Eacho. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Less Cancer’s tireless efforts to 
highlight cancer prevention strategies, and 
wish them luck in their yearly bike ride. Non-
profits like Less Cancer are a huge form of 
support for cancer survivors, their families, 
and future generations of cancer-free Ameri-
cans. 

IN MEMORY OF COL. PETE SERCER 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, last week South Carolinians were grateful 
to provide tribute to Col. Pete Sercer who was 
properly recognized as an American Patriot 
devoted to inspiring young people for military 
service at Irmo High School. The following 
thoughtful obituary is provided by Dunbar Fu-
neral Home: 

COL. PETER EDWARD SERCER, SR., COLUM-
BIA.—Memorial Service for Col. Peter Ed-
ward Sercer, Sr., (USAF, Retired), will be 
conducted at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, June 8, 
2018, at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church with 
burial in the church’s adjoining Memorial 
Garden. The Rev. Jill Biemdiek will offi-
ciate. A reception will follow in the church’s 
Parish Hall. Peter Edward ‘‘Eddie’’ Sercer, 
Sr., 81, peacefully passed away on June 3, 
2018, surrounded by love. He is survived by 
his loving wife, Lesley W. Sercer; sons, Peter 
E. Sercer, Jr. and Paul L. Sercer. He is also 
survived by his sister, Frances Smoak, and 
numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. Pete 
was predeceased by his parents, Peter E. 
Sercer and Marie Blaze Sercer, as well as his 
siblings, Helen Ross, John Sercer, Richard 
Sercer, Teresa Sercer, Jesse Shirah, and 
Caroline Croft. Born on October 19, 1936, in 
Columbia, South Carolina, Pete graduated 
from Columbia High School. He earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Business from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina, immediately join-
ing the United States Air Force. After serv-
ing over 26 years in the Air Force, Pete be-
came the Director of the Irmo High School 
Air Force JROTC program for 22 years. In 
addition to his education at the University 
of South Carolina, Pete earned a Master of 
Business Administration and Doctor of Edu-
cation. Community service was an integral 
part of Pete’s life. He served as a Commis-
sioner of Midlands Technical College for over 
26 years and was named Commissioner emer-
itus. He was active in the Association of 
Community College Trustees in many capac-
ities, culminating in his serving as National 
Chairman of the organization in 2010–2011. 
Pete was a founding member of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church and served on the vestry, 
building committee, and rector search com-
mittee many times. Active in the St. An-
drews Rotary Club, Pete served as Club 
President and Assistant District Governor 
and was a Rotary Benefactor, 10-Star Rotar-
ian, and multiple Paul Harris Fellow. He was 
a strong supporter of the University of South 
Carolina Gamecocks, volunteering as a 
Gamecock Ambassador and Press Box Assist-
ant during football games for many years. 
During his military career, Pete was award-
ed the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, 
and other decorations. In 2006, he was award-
ed the Order of the Palmetto in recognition 
of extraordinary achievements and service to 
the State and Nation. He was instrumental 
in the creation of the Irmo High School ‘‘Cel-
ebrate Freedom Gardens and Courtyard,’’ 
dedicated in his honor. Pete Sercer was a 
good man, a kind man. He never spoke ill of 
anyone. He was a happy man, an optimistic 
man, and always had a smile on his face. 
Pete will be greatly missed, but the memo-
ries of the tremendous joy he brought to our 
lives will always make us smile. The family 
would like to thank the caring and compas-
sionate staff of Palmetto Health Parkridge 
and McLeod Home Care. To honor Pete’s life, 
memorials may be made to the Midlands 

Technical College Foundation or St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church. 

f 

THAD WARD 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Thad 
Ward on his recent selection by the Boston 
Red Sox organization in the 2018 MLB draft. 
Ward, a right-handed pitcher, was selected in 
the fifth round with the 160th pick. 

Ward’s high school career was one to be re-
membered. He was honored as the 2015 
News-Press Player of the Year as a pitcher at 
Bishop Verot High School. During his college 
career at the University of Central Florida, 
Ward pitched in 22 games this past season 
and compiled a 5–4 record with a 3.27 ERA 
over 63.5 innings. 

I would like to congratulate Ward for taking 
the first step into realm of professional base-
ball. His hard work and dedication are paying 
off, and I look forward to hearing about his 
successes in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GARRET GRAVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, in 
service to my constituents in Louisiana, I was 
meeting with Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Secretary Ben Carson 
during the vote series on June 13th. This 
meeting centered on HUD’s administration of 
the $1.2 Billion appropriation for flood projects 
in Louisiana, as well as RESTORE programs 
and general flood recovery in the state. Had I 
been present, I would have voted Yes on both 
Roll Call 263 and Roll Call 264. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MRS. EVA LOUIS ‘‘TEE EVA’’ 
PERRY 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Mrs. Eva Louis 
‘‘Tee Eva’’ Perry, the founder of Tee-Eva’s 
Old-Fashioned Pies and Pralines, who died on 
June 7, 2018 at the age of 83. 

Mrs. Eva Louis ‘‘Tee Eva’’ Perry was born 
on the Glendale Plantation of Colonie, Lou-
isiana and grew up in the Magnolia housing 
project on Washington Avenue. Tee Eva, short 
for ‘‘Aunt Eva,’’ was the name coined by na-
tives of New Orleans. Her voyage to become 
the ‘‘New Orleans Queen of Pralines’’ began 
in 1980 when she became an entrepreneur by 
sharing her grandmother’s family recipes with 
the world. 

Mrs. Perry left New Orleans in the early 
1980s and spent seven years in Los Angeles, 
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California, where she taught cooking classes 
and catered private events for political figures 
and celebrities such as Governor of California 
Jerry Brown, Phyllis Diller, Sugar Ray Robin-
son, Mr. T and Zsa Zsa Gabor. In 1987, right 
after an earthquake, Mrs. Perry decided to 
leave California and returned to New Orleans, 
where she rented a small kitchen located in 
Mid-City to make her pies and pralines to sell 
to local restaurants and businesses. Mrs. 
Perry became a walking vendor of pies and 
pralines. She was a frequent visitor at City 
Hall, where staff would chase her down to buy 
her baked goods. 

Mrs. Perry grew that business into a full res-
taurant on Freret Street in 1991. She ulti-
mately found a permanent home for her much 
sought-after cooking on historic Magazine 
Street near Napoleon Avenue in 1994. The 
shop moved up Magazine Street in 2009 to 
the corner of Dufossat Street, where the Tee- 
Eva’s shop has remained for over 15 years. 
From the walk-up window she sold not only 
baked goods, but also jambalaya, red beans 
and snowballs. 

Mrs. Antoinette K-Doe, the wife of the leg-
endary singer Mr. Ernie K-Doe, was Mrs. 
Perry third cousin. The two women formed the 
Paradise Ladies, who always dressed in 
matching outfits, served as Ernie K-Doe’s 
backup singers. After Ernie K-Doe died in 
2001, his wife looked for ways to keep his 
name alive. In 2003, one of her ideas was to 
revive the baby dolls, a Carnival tradition dat-
ing to the early 20th century where African- 
American women dressed in short skirt and 
bloomers. Antoinette K-Doe enlisted Mrs. 
Perry and Geannie Thomas to help lead a 
group dubbed the Ernie K-Doe Baby Dolls. 

The Ernie K-Doe Baby Dolls continued to 
gather each year at Carnival, and make spe-
cial appearances at concerts and cultural 
events, until Antoinette K-Doe died in 2009. 

Mrs. Perry cooking has been featured in 
countless magazines such as Elle, Home and 
Garden, Sherman’s Travel, Country Living, 
and Williams-Sonoma. Mrs. Perry also be-
came a television regular via the nationally- 
syndicated Food Network program ‘‘Road 
Tasted’’ with Jamie and Bobby Dean, as well 
as Anthony Bourdain’s cooking show on the 
Travel Channel. Tee Eva retired in 2000, 
passing all of her Creole family recipes to her 
granddaughter, Keonna Thornton, who to this 
day fully owns and operates the business. 

Mrs. Perry lived an extraordinary life that 
cannot be categorized. Her legacy will forever 
be a part of the city of New Orleans and her 
dedication to community embodies the spirit of 
the city. We cannot match the sacrifices made 
by Mrs. Perry, but surely we can try to match 
her sense of service. We cannot match her 
courage, but we can strive to match her devo-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the life and legacy 
of Mrs. Eva Louis ‘‘Tee Eva’’ Perry. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RAYMOND ‘‘CHIP’’ 
LYNCH OF NASSAU, NEW YORK 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect and admiration that I rise today to rec-

ognize the prestigious achievements of Mr. 
Raymond ‘‘Chip’’ Lynch for being named by 
the Chandler-Young Veterans Association as 
the recipient of the President’s Award. This 
designation is reserved for those special indi-
viduals who have dedicated themselves to 
their community, country, and fellow veterans. 

Chip is a man of great loyalty and selfless-
ness who bravely served our country in the 
Dominican Republic and in Vietnam War as a 
member of the United States Army. During his 
tour in Vietnam, he sustained a severe leg in-
jury while engaged in combat, which led to 
many months of hospitalization and therapy. 
When he was offered medical discharge, he 
declined it because his calling to serve ‘‘in 
country’’ was stronger. Despite facing some 
adversity, his determination and patriotism 
prevailed, and he returned to Vietnam. 

Chip has received numerous awards and 
decorations, including three Bronze Stars, 
three Purple Hearts, and two Army Com-
mendations for Heroism. Although he finished 
his tour and received an honorable discharge 
in the early 1970’s, Chip’s service to our na-
tion has never stopped. For decades, he has 
been a passionate advocate for veterans 
throughout Rensselaer County, even saving 
his local Veterans Post from closure. 

The President’s Award is a true testament 
to Chip’s continued legacy of patriotism and 
steadfast commitment to improving the lives of 
veterans. I can think of no one more deserving 
of this honor. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Chip on re-
ceiving this award. His lifetime of hard work 
and dedicated service to the United States is 
inspirational, and I am grateful for his contribu-
tions to New York State. 

f 

HONORING RICHARD SWIERAT 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
my constituent, Richard P. Swierat. After 35 
years of service, Mr. Swierat will retire from 
his position as Executive Director of The Arc 
of Westchester, based in Hawthorne, New 
York, on Friday, June 15, 2018. 

Mr. Swierat’ s career began at a time when 
people with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities (I/DD) experienced widespread mis-
treatment. Throughout his time at the Arc of 
Westchester. Mr. Swierat has tirelessly dedi-
cated himself towards fighting injustice in 
order to shed light on the promise and poten-
tial of the I/DD community. 

Under Mr. Swierat’s leadership, The Arc of 
Westchester has been on the vanguard of nu-
merous improvements for people with IIDD liv-
ing in Westchester County. Preschoolers with 
IIDD, who once were confined to self-con-
tained classrooms, now learn in inclusionary 
settings, and adults with IIDD can now seek 
paid community-based employment instead of 
sheltered workshops. Mr. Swierat has influ-
enced members of the community, in both 
government and business, and has been crit-
ical to helping countless individuals with I/DD 
live, work, and prosper in the communities that 
they have always called home. 

Mr. Swierat is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Business Council of West-

chester, sits on many state and national 
boards related to the field of developmental 
disabilities and is an adjunct professor at 
Western Connecticut State University’s Ancell 
School of Business. He received an Honorary 
Doctorate of Humane Letters at Mercy Col-
lege’s 2018 Commencement Ceremony in 
May for collaborating with the College to make 
technology available to support people with 
learning and cognitive delays. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my fellow Members of 
Congress to join me in expressing thanks to 
Mr. Swierat for his 35 years of outstanding 
service, commitment and energy to the Arc 
Movement and to people with disabilities ev-
erywhere. 

f 

UPON THE OCCASION OF THE RE-
TIREMENT OF KEVIN MILLER, 
CITY MANAGER, FOSTER CITY 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 15, 2018 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Kevin Miller as he retires from his posi-
tion as City Manager of Foster City. Mr. Miller 
has served as a city employee for a total of 33 
years. He began in the Parks and Recreation 
Department and, for 23 years, was Director of 
that department. For the past three years, he’s 
been City Manager. Throughout this time, 
Kevin Miller has been an outstanding example 
of candor and thoughtfulness in public service. 

Foster City is a community of 34,000 people 
located on the shores of San Francisco Bay. 
It is a jewel, with waterways throughout and a 
culture of physical fitness and activity that 
would make an Olympic athlete feel at home 
just going to the local Starbucks. Residents 
can be found jogging along the levee in the 
pre-dawn hours, swimming at Gull Park on a 
Saturday morning, and playing at the assorted 
soccer, tennis, and baseball facilities through-
out the year. The city’s website lists 5 parks 
in a community of 20 square miles. The only 
thing missing from this exciting community is 
a bobsled track-Foster City lacks even a mole-
hill, let alone any genuine inclined land. 

Former Parks and Recreation Director Kevin 
Miller, backed by countless active citizens and 
city council members, is a key reason that this 
city pulses with athletic joy and energy. He led 
the charge to create these facilities and to nur-
ture them over decades. He envisioned public 
places where families could relax or explore or 
yell and shout. He found land where geese 
can roam and where rabbits still chew the 
grass in the early morning. When the Fourth 
of July fireworks soar over the city’s water-
ways, its residents ply the lagoons and canals 
in tiny boats. Kevin Miller is a decades-long 
leader in the creation of opportunities for 
healthy celebration, adventure, and play. 

A few years back, a longtime City Manager 
retired and the City Council naturally selected 
Mr. Miller as the successor. It was an easy se-
lection for a challenging time. The Foster City 
levee had just lost its accreditation by FEMA, 
and suddenly the person at the tip of the orga-
nizational spear was forced to confront a 
project that eventually penciled out to $90 mil-
lion. In the past few weeks, the voters con-
firmed the judgment of the city council, Kevin 
and other leaders on his team when 80 per-
cent chose to fix the levee. Protecting lives 
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and property is Job No. 1 of the City Council, 
the City Manager, and the highly respected 
public employees of Foster City. 

In addition to serving as City Manager and 
Parks and Recreation Director, Kevin Miller 
has participated in economic development, 
housing and other activities during his time in 
public service. He has the confidence of the 
business community because he runs a busi-
ness-like operation at city hall. 

It was many years ago that Kevin graduated 
from Chico State with a bachelor’s degree in 
parks and recreation administration. He ulti-
mately assumed statewide leadership posi-
tions in the Parks and Recreation Association, 
served on the county’s library authority, and 
assumed positions of regional oversight. 

He now says that he wishes to spend more 
time with Loretta, his wife of 35 years, and 
their adult children, Jacqueline and Leslie. 
He’s earned it, and we understand if he does 
more golfing in the future than he has in the 
past. However, he will be missed. If they 
could, even the seagulls would give thanks for 
his leadership because, despite admonish-
ments by their parents to the contrary, children 
in the parks that Kevin created still love to 
feed the gulls. 

So let me take a moment to note these sa-
lutes to the thoughtfulness and professional 
judgment of Kevin Miller -from the children 
whose smiles he helped to nurture, from the 
parents whose homes he helped to secure, 
from the city employees whose spirits he ele-
vated, from the public safety personnel he 
strongly supported, from the city 
councilmembers whose confidence he earned, 
and from the wildlife who eat well because 
Kevin left room for their needs when he 
planned public spaces. 

Mr. Speaker, Kevin Miller is the John Philip 
Sousa of public management. The public is in-
spired by his work, and he’ll leave this chapter 
of his life with everyone who knows him tap-
ping their toes and moving to his beat as he 
goes through the door. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER 
AND SERVICE OF NORTH BALTI-
MORE’S BONNIE KNAGGS 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I want to recog-
nize the commitment and dedication of long-
time reporter and editor, Bonnie Knaggs, who 
recently retired as editor of the North Balti-
more News. Bonnie has dedicated more than 
half of her life to reporting the news and has 
done a wonderful job serving the North Balti-
more community. 

A Bloom Township native and graduate of 
North Baltimore High School, Bonnie has been 
a village resident for 80 years. What initially 
began as a hobby taking picture out of her 
apartment windows soon transitioned into a 
career in newspapers. In 1959, Bonnie started 
work at North Baltimore News selling news-
paper subscriptions before being named editor 
just six years later. 

Throughout her decades-long career, 
Bonnie has served as a bookkeeper, photog-
rapher, and reporter. Her work as editor for 
the newspaper helped ensure that residents 

could stay up-to-date on what was happening 
in their community. 

Bonnie helped cover some of the most im-
portant moments in her community including 
the installation of the first traffic lights and a 
massive fire at the Trout furniture building 
downtown. I want to thank her for her years of 
service to North Baltimore and wish her all the 
best in her well-earned retirement. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 6076 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, with fourteen 
legislative weeks left in 2018, it is imperative 
the Congress take up legislation to provide the 
United States Postal Service with the legisla-
tive relief that it needs to stabilize its finances, 
modernize its business model, and return to 
solvency in order to continue to provide de-
pendable service to millions of Americans 
across this country who rely on it. 

Last year, the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform approved the 
Postal Service Reform Act of 2017 (H.R. 756) 
by voice vote. Throughout the process, the 
Committee worked with the United States 
Postal Service, private sector stakeholders, 
and the postal unions in order to report a bill 
that has near unanimous support. Unfortu-
nately, shortly after the Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee approved H.R. 756, 
then-Chairman Chaffetz retired from the 
House of Representatives, leaving the bill 
without a primary sponsor. 

That is why I am pleased to join my friend 
Representative MARK MEADOWS to re-intro-
duce the Postal Service. Reform Act (H.R. 
6076) with the language that the Oversight 
and Government Reform reported out last 
year. Like last year’s bill, H.R. 6076 would 
sustain six-day delivery, which provides vital 
services to millions of Americans and thou-
sands of businesses across the nation. The 
bill would require the Postal Service to estab-
lish and follow a rigorous, empirical, and trans-
parent process when evaluating whether to 
close postal retail or processing facilities, while 
empowering the Postal Regulatory Commis-
sion with the authority to review and overturn 
closure decisions. Additionally, the bill would 
authorize the Postal Service to modernize its 
business model through innovative service en-
hancements, such as co-locating retail and 
government services with postal facilities. This 
reform would not only boost revenue, but in-
crease convenience to everyday Americans 
who would benefit from being able to simulta-
neously renew their drivers licenses while 
mailing a package. Most importantly, the bill 
would fix a problem Congress created by pro-
viding the Postal Service with relief from the 
onerous and unnecessarily high prepayment 
requirements for the Postal Retirement Health 
Benefit. 

The Postal Service plays an important role 
in the lives of every American and a critical 
role for our country’s economy. Unlike private 
companies who pick and choose their cus-
tomers, set their own rates, and can decide to 
deliver mail and packages only where it is fi-
nancially beneficial, the Postal Service has a 
universal service obligation to deliver mail six 

days a week to every part of America—rural 
or urban—for the same price. In fact, compa-
nies such as FedEx and UPS use the Postal 
Service to do ‘‘last mile’’ delivery for many 
packages in rural areas. And for many Ameri-
cans, the Postal Service is the only option for 
them to pay their bills or receive communica-
tion and packages, including medicine and 
goods that they may not otherwise have ac-
cess to. 

Postal Service operations are solely funded 
by sales revenue from postal products and 
services. However, the Postal Service faces 
two obstacles as it attempts to find financial 
stability and even become profitable. First, 
with the rise of electronic communications, the 
Postal Service has experienced a drastic de-
cline in mail volume. In 2008, the USPS deliv-
ered 202.7 billion pieces of mail. In each year 
since 2008, mail volume has declined and in 
2017, that number had fallen to 149.5 billion 
pieces of mail. Unfortunately, the Postal Serv-
ice mail volume is likely to continue to decline 
and it is difficult to imagine a scenario where 
mail volume will go back to the same levels as 
last decade. 

The main driver of the Postal Service’s dire 
financial situation is the requirement that it, 
unlike any other federal entity, is required to 
prepay all employee health care benefits, 75 
years into the future. The Postal Service first 
raised concerns about the aggressive payment 
plan mandated under the Postal Accountability 
and Enhancement Act (P.L. 109–435) in 2010. 
That problem was not created by the U.S. 
Postal Service, the Postmaster General, or its 
hardworking men and women. Rather, it was 
Congress that imposed this short-sighted pol-
icy decision. For that reason, the responsibility 
falls on Congress to restore financial stability 
to the Postal Service. 

Without Congressional action to relieve the 
Postal Service of the pre-funding requirement 
or a drastic change in mail volume, the Postal 
Service has reported a financial loss for 11 
straight years. In fiscal year 2017, the Postal 
Service posted a loss of $2.7 billion. More re-
cently, the Postal Service reported a net loss 
of $1.3 billion for the second quarter of fiscal 
year 2018 alone, more than doubling its 
losses in the same period a year ago. With 
declining revenues and increasing unfunded li-
abilities, the Postal Service is being forced into 
a downward spiral of cutting services, losing 
revenue, further downsizing, and eventual 
bankruptcy. 

However, there is room for hope. While mail 
volume is declining, the Postal Service’s pack-
age delivery service has been one of the few 
areas of growth in Postal Service revenues, 
experiencing double-digit increases in recent 
years and accounting for nearly 30 percent of 
its operating revenue in fiscal year 2017. In 
fact, the demand for the Postal Service to de-
liver packages for Amazon, FedEx, UPS, and 
other retailers is so great, that package deliv-
ery has expanded to seven days—a competi-
tive edge for the Postal Service. The Postal 
Service’s package delivery services not only 
help mitigate losses in other areas, but pro-
vide the American people with low-cost serv-
ices for retail purchases. 

After more than 9 years and many stalled 
efforts, leaders in Congress have arrived at a 
bipartisan framework for postal reform. The ef-
fort enjoys support from industry, labor, Demo-
crats, and Republicans—not an insignificant 
feat. Is it perfect? Did every stakeholder get 
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exactly what they wanted? Of course not. But 
tackling big issues demands collaboration and 
compromise. While it is easy to identify the 
many challenges that ail the Postal Service, 
missing from almost any serious diagnosis is 
the fundamental albatross around the Serv-
ice’s. neck. Some would advocate that there is 
a simple, easy, and perfect solution to restore 
the Postal Service. They offer their own purity 
test, impervious to new information, pragmatic 
considerations, and all context, for what must 
be included in a reform bill. It would be foolish 
to let perfect be the enemy of the good. Rath-
er than re-litigate the discrete disagreements 
that guarantee its demise, our coalition has a 
worthy proposal that can save the Service. 
That should be the focus. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA POLICE HOME 
RULE ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Police Home 
Rule Act. This bill is necessary to eliminate 
the President’s authority to federalize the Met-
ropolitan Police Department (MPD), the local 
District of Columbia police department. The 
President has no authority to federalize any 
other local or state police department, and no 
president has tried to federalize MPD. Under 
the Home Rule Act, ‘‘whenever the President 
. . . determines that special conditions of an 
emergency nature exist which require the use 
of the [MPD] for Federal purposes, he may di-
rect the Mayor to provide him, and the Mayor 
shall provide, such services of the [MPD] as 
the President may deem necessary and ap-
propriate.’’ 

Under the section of the Home Rule Act that 
would be repealed by this bill, the President 
may federalize MPD for a period of not more 
than 30 days, unless a resolution passed by 

Congress extending such federalization is en-
acted into law. Congress may also terminate 
the federalization at any time by enacting a 
resolution. This bill is necessary, even with 
these protections, because, under the principle 
of home rule, the President should not have 
control over the District’s local police depart-
ment. 

While it does not appear that a President 
has exercised this authority over MPD, this la-
tent power is totally unnecessary, should not 
exist and is an affront to MPD, which has al-
ways voluntarily assisted federal authorities. 
MPD’s first responsibility is to protect District 
residents and visitors, and it must always re-
main under the authority of the D.C. mayor to 
accomplish its mission. Moreover, federaliza-
tion is outdated in light of current practice. 
MPD regularly assists the federal government 
as a matter of comity, not as an arm of the 
federal government, just as I am sure other 
local police departments do in the region. 
There are approximately 30 federal police de-
partments under the President’s control in the 
District. In the case of a federal emergency, 
the President can unilaterally deploy these 
federal officers, as well as the D.C. National 
Guard, to address it, and also request the 
support of our local police department, as the 
President would do in any other jurisdiction. 

This is an important step to increase home 
rule for the District, and I urge my colleagues 
to support this bill. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF SHERIFF 
JACK VAN DUNCAN 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 15, 2018 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sheriff Jack Van Duncan of Bun-
combe County, North Carolina. I would like to 
express my gratitude to Sheriff Duncan for his 
32 years of serving and protecting the citizens 
of Western North Carolina. 

Sheriff Van Duncan was born in Spruce 
Pine, North Carolina and graduated from 
Mitchell County High School. Sheriff Van Dun-
can began his career in Law Enforcement in 
1986, after graduating from Western Carolina 
University with a bachelor’s degree in Criminal 
Justice. Sheriff Van Duncan went on to grad-
uate from the Administrative Officer’s Manage-
ment Program at North Carolina State Univer-
sity in 1993. 

Over the course of his career, Sheriff Van 
Duncan has worked at the Weaverville and 
Asheville police departments, as well as the 
Biltmore Estate, where he served as chief of 
company police for six years. While with the 
Buncombe County Sheriff’s office, he proudly 
served as a Patrolman, Patrol Sergeant, Patrol 
Lieutenant, and Detective during his years as 
a Deputy. He worked as an Instructor in the 
Management and Supervision Section for the 
North Carolina Justice Academy for two and a 
half years before being elected Sheriff in 
2006. Sheriff Van Duncan has served as 
Sheriff for Buncombe County for 12 years. 

Sheriff Van Duncan has had many accom-
plishments as Sheriff over the last 12 years. 
He earned the respect of his colleagues by 
leading with integrity and restoring good order 
within the Sheriff’s Department. Not only that, 
he has been an innovator for helping the chil-
dren in Buncombe County by starting the On 
Track Leadership Program to help rising 
eighth and ninth graders with good decision- 
making skills. He has also been instrumental 
in starting a juvenile diversion program that 
will help young people avoid obtaining a crimi-
nal record. 

Sheriff Van Duncan has consistently dis-
played professionalism and candor during his 
time in office and focused on meeting the 
needs of the people in Buncombe County. He 
has deeply impacted the lives of the people he 
proudly served for 12 years, and it is my dis-
tinct honor to recognize his outstanding work 
and express the best wishes of the people of 
Western North Carolina to Sheriff Van Duncan 
on the occasion of his retirement. 
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