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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 19, 2018, at 12 noon.

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable TODD
YOUNG, a Senator from the State of In-
diana.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Loving God, whose ways are clearly
seen as the Heavens declare Your
glory, we celebrate Your faithfulness.
Lord, we see around us change and
decay, but You are changeless. We pray
for our lawmakers, for our Nation and
its leaders, and for all the nations of
this Earth. Through the power of Your
Spirit, use our Senators to cause jus-
tice to roll down like waters and right-
eousness like a mighty stream. As chil-
dren are being separated from their
parents, remind us to love our neigh-
bors as ourselves and to protect the
most vulnerable in our world. May we
claim afresh Your forgiving and trans-
forming power, becoming instruments
of Your love in our world.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
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to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 18, 2018.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable TOoDD YOUNG, a Sen-
ator from the State of Indiana, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.

Mr. YOUNG thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 5515, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5515) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2019 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe

military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

FORCED FAMILY SEPARATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, Amer-
icans are deeply troubled by the images
and news of parents being separated
from their children at the southern
border. The Trump administration’s
policy of zero tolerance at the border
has already resulted in 2,300 cases of
forced family separation, according to
Homeland Security statistics obtained
by the Associated Press. The pace of
separations has increased from nearly
50 to nearly 70 a day.

Any parent could imagine how dif-
ficult this is, how heartbreaking it is
to be forcibly separated from your
young son or your young daughter,
looking at their faces as they wonder:
What is going on here? Why are they
taking my parents away from me? It is
just as heartbreaking to imagine the
separation and the anxiety it produces
in everybody.

Let’s be clear. Separating children
from their parents and denying relief
to victims of brutal domestic violence
will not make our country a better or
safer place. These policies are cruel, in-
humane, and so unlike the America we
have known for 229 years.

No one who doesn’t meet the legal re-
quirements should be allowed into this
country; we cannot have open borders,
but we have an adjudication process for
those cases. In the past, there has been
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