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SARAH JENNINGS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE CBO 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and recognize Sarah Jennings 
on her retirement after more than 19 years of 
exceptional service to the Congress at the 
Congressional Budget Office. Sarah will be re-
tiring at the end of August. After working as a 
civilian nuclear test engineer for the U.S. 
Navy, an economic consultant, and an instruc-
tor at George Mason University, she began 
her congressional career in CBO’s Budget 
Analysis Division in 1999. She worked as a 
principal analyst and then as the unit chief for 
the Defense, International Affairs, and Vet-
erans’ Affairs Cost Estimates Unit. 

During her time at CBO, Sarah has been 
recognized as a knowledgeable and experi-
enced manager. As the third longest tenured 
unit chief in the Budget Analysis Division, she 
has extensive knowledge of the program ac-
counts in her unit and fosters an outstanding 
collegial environment where analysts respect 
each other and work well together. 

Sarah has established an exceptional work-
ing relationship with the Armed Services Com-
mittees, which allows CBO to work on the pro-
posals for the annual National Defense Au-
thorization Act in an effective manner. During 
her tenure, she has taken a strategic and me-
thodical approach to the analysis of legislative 
proposals as she assists her analysts in con-
sidering the budgetary effects of different pro-
posals. Her support has made an important 
contribution to the Armed Services Commit-
tees’ success in achieving the timely enact-
ment of the National Defense Authorization 
Act each year. She deserves a well-earned re-
tirement. 

In short, with Sarah’s retirement, the Con-
gressional Budget Office will lose a great 
asset. Over the past 19 years, the Congres-
sional Budget Office—and by extension, the 
Congress itself—has been fortunate to enjoy 
the dedication and insight that Sarah has 
brought to her work. I know my colleagues join 
me in extending our thanks and appreciation 
to Sarah for her service to our nation, and our 
very best wishes for a happy and productive 
retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREERS OF WEST 
GENESSE LACROSSE COACHES 
MIKE MESSERE AND BOB 
DEEGAN 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the careers of West Genesee lacrosse 
coaches Mike Messere and Bob Deegan. 

In a career lasting over forty years, Coach 
Messere was responsible for leading the West 
Genesee Men’s Lacrosse program to 846 wins 
and 15 New York State Class A Champion-
ships. Since the late 70s, Coach Messere 
brought unparalleled success to the program 
by instilling a mentality of hard-nose funda-
mental play into his players. Coaching along-
side him for much of his career, Coach 
Deegan played an integral role in sustaining 
the program’s long-term success by devel-
oping and implementing some of the most ac-
complished defensive schemes. 

Thanks to the contributions made by Coach 
Messere and Coach Deegan, lacrosse is thriv-
ing in Central New York and has now become 
the fastest growing sport in the country. Over 
the course of their careers, hundreds of play-
ers who have gone through this distinguished 
program have later won national champion-
ships at the collegiate level and even become 
coaches of their own teams. Now as the ca-
reers of these coaches comes to a close, the 
two can rest assured that their legacy in the 
sport of lacrosse will live on in Central New 
York and beyond. 

I am proud to honor the legendary careers 
of Coach Messere and Coach Deegan and 
want to thank them for spurring excitement 
and participation in the sport of lacrosse. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF COLLEEN 
ALTSTOCK AND HER SERVICE TO 
THE HOMELAND SECURITY COM-
MITTEE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, as the Ranking Member of the Committee 
on Homeland Security, I rise to express my 
appreciation of Ms. Colleen Altstock upon the 
conclusion of her service to the Committee as 
a Pearson Foreign Policy Fellow and return to 
the Department of State. 

Since joining the Committee in September 
2017, Ms. Altstock has made valuable con-
tributions to our legislative and oversight work 
by sharing her vast knowledge of counterter-
rorism and foreign affairs, especially with re-
spect to U.S. policy toward Russia and China. 
She has been a reliable resource to both our 
staff and the Members of the Committee. 

During her tenure on the Committee, Ms. 
Altstock shared her extensive knowledge of 
State Department programs such as its visa 
vetting and foreign assistance programs, in-
cluding its counterterrorism grant and anti-cor-
ruption rule of law assistance programs. Ms. 
Altstock made valuable contributions to our 
staff’s understanding of the State Depart-
ment’s visa operations by arranging a staff 
visit to State consular training facilities so that 
my staff could observe firsthand State’s visa 
screening and fraud prevention techniques. Fi-
nally, Ms. Altstock prepared background 

memoranda on U.S. relations with Russia, 
North Korea, and Iran, including President 
Trump’s Summit with North Korea’s Kim Jong 
Un and the possible consequences of the U.S. 
decision to withdraw from the Iran nuclear 
agreement. 

Ms. Altstock played a key role as a staffer 
on the Congressional Task Force on Election 
Security, a task force established by Demo-
cratic Leader NANCY PELOSI which I co-chaired 
with Rep. ROBERT BRADY (D–PA). She contrib-
uted greatly to the work of the Task Force, in-
cluding assisting with writing the Task Force’s 
final report and recommendations. Ms. 
Altstock was also instrumental in drafting H.R. 
5011, the Election Security Act, which cur-
rently has co-sponsorship of over 100 Mem-
bers of Congress. Ms. Altstock also contrib-
uted to over a half dozen Committee oversight 
hearings. 

Throughout her time on the Committee, Ms. 
Altstock has displayed a high degree of pro-
fessionalism and personal commitment to pro-
viding Members of the Committee and staff 
valuable insight and information. We thank 
Ms. Altstock for her service to the Committee 
and our country and wish her the very best as 
she returns to the U.S. Department of State. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN ‘‘LADDIE’’ 
LAWRENCE 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize John ‘‘Laddie’’ Lawrence. For 50 years, 
Laddie has coached cross country and track 
at Staples High School in Westport, CT. 

Laddie began his career in track by helping 
found the Staples High School cross country 
team, and shortly thereafter won the 1964 
State Open title in the 400-meter run. Fol-
lowing high school, Laddie attended Southern 
Arkansas University on full athletic scholar-
ship, where he was the resident assistant for 
the university’s first racially integrated dorm. 

After his time at Southern Arkansas, Laddie 
returned to Westport and within ten years be-
came the head coach of the Staples High 
School track and cross-country teams. Under 
his tenure, the Staples Wreckers have been a 
force to be reckoned with, tallying hundreds of 
wins that included a streak of 222 dual meet 
victories and only one loss. I am proud to say 
that Laddie’s many victories and extensive 
legacy have earned him inductions into the 
Fairfield County Interscholastic Athletic Con-
ference Hall of Fame in 2002, the Connecticut 
High School Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame in 2004 and the National High School 
Athletic Coaches Hall of Fame in 2015. 

In addition to his achievements as a coach, 
Laddie’s influence extends to the thousands of 
student athletes whom he has coached. He 
has helped develop many Staples students 
into NCAA Division I athletes and productive, 
caring members of our community. 
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Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 

commending Laddie for his commitment to 
coaching thousands of athletes, who continue 
to carry the lessons of determination and for-
titude that were instilled in them as runners. 

f 

FOUNDATION OF THE FEDERAL 
BAR ASSOCIATION CHARTER 
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 5385, the GME Support 
Reauthorization Act of 2018. 

H.R. 5385 amends the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to reauthorize the program of pay-
ments to children’s hospitals that operate 
graduate medical education programs. 

Americans across our nation need care, and 
the Children’s Hospital GME (CHGME) pro-
gram has been utilized by hospitals across our 
country to train doctors who can provide that 
necessary aid. 

I represent the 18th District of Texas which 
is home to the Methodist Hospital System, one 
of the largest medical institutions in the world. 

H.R. 5385 will allow Houston to continue to 
recruit and train many talented doctors. 

CHGME was created in 1999 because Con-
gress recognized that a dedicated source of 
support for training in children’s hospitals was 
necessary to strengthen the pediatric work-
force. 

Since then, CHGME funding has enabled 
children’s hospitals to dramatically increase 
training overall, and in particular grow the sup-
ply of pediatric specialists—the area of great-
est shortage in children’s health care. 

If CHGME is allowed to expire, we will lose 
the progress we have made in this field. 

According to data from a 2017 Children’s 
Hospital Association survey, pediatric specialty 
shortages continue to affect children’s ability 
to receive timely, appropriate care. 

The funds generated from this legislation. 
will help train the medical professionals we 
desperately need. 

In a time when there are growing health dis-
parities within our nation, it is important to ad-
dress the needs of underserved urban areas. 

The more medical professionals we train, 
the greater the likelihood that these under-
served communities will have access to proper 
medical care. 

CHGME funds the training of pediatric pro-
viders at eligible children’s hospitals. 

The 58 children’s hospitals that receive 
CHGME funding train approximately half of the 
nation’s pediatricians, more than 7,000 annu-
ally. 

We should provide the funds necessary to 
train students in a profession that will benefit 
society. 

We must train the very professionals who 
will one day save the life of a child. 

I support this legislation because it will in-
crease the quality of medical training in the 
United States. 

I believe that H.R. 5385 improves upon a 
system that sets the bar for medical care inter-
nationally. 

By passing H.R. 5385, CHGME can con-
tinue to succeed in bolstering research poten-

tial at these institutions as well as helping to 
cure a problem that supersedes political 
boundaries: children’s illness. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in voting for 
H.R. 5385. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 6TH ANNUAL 
TASTE OF ETHIOPIA 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 6th Annual Taste of Ethiopia. 
This yearly occasion celebrates and recog-
nizes Colorado’s Ethiopian immigrant commu-
nity. The event encompasses an array of Ethi-
opian music, foods, arts, crafts, games and 
dances, creating an environment of cultural 
immersion. The event truly highlights the many 
wonderful and positive contributions our fellow 
Americans of Ethiopian descent make to bet-
ter our community. Best of all, the event is de-
signed to welcome everyone and every year 
more and more of our neighbors come to 
enjoy, experience, and learn more about the 
fascinating and deeply historic Ethiopian cul-
ture. 

I am proud to represent the largest Ethio-
pian community in the State of Colorado in the 
United States House of Representatives. The 
Ethiopian community’s dedication to work, 
family, and education truly exemplifies the val-
ues that strengthen our nation. I have had the 
privilege of attending the past Taste of Ethi-
opia events, and it is an honor for me to again 
take part in the festivities. 

I would like to again offer my sincere con-
gratulations to the organizers and volunteers 
of the Taste of Ethiopia for their dedication to 
promoting Ethiopian culture in the State of 
Colorado. Therefore, I include in the RECORD 
their names: 

1. Fikru Ayele. 
2. Girum Alemayehu. 
3. Nebiyu Asfaw. 
4. Bizuayehu Sebsebe. 
5. Sofia Belew. 
6. Adanech Dembel. 
7. Yalemwork Tekola. 
8. Senait Ketema. 
9. Tilahun Dessie. 
10. Selam Ayele. 
11. Aynalem Mamo. 
12. Helen Tekle. 
13. Sossena Dagne. 
14. Yohannes Mengistu. 
15. Aschalew Agonafer. 
16. Mequanent Mekuria. 
17. Mahder Mengiste. 
18. Admasu Chekole. 
19. Elizabeth Moltot. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE USS 
‘‘TAPPAHANNOCK’’ 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the USS Tappahannock, a Navy 
vessel with 34 years of service. On Sunday 

July 15th, the USS Tappahannock was memo-
rialized in a ceremony on the Courthouse 
Green in Tappahannock, VA. 

The USS Tappahannock was vital to the 
support of U.S. aircraft carriers, battleships, 
destroyers and other combatants during WWII, 
the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. During 
WWII, the ship earned six medals and nine 
battle stars. Additionally her sailors were cred-
ited with shooting down a Japanese bomber 
and rescuing sailors from ships that were sunk 
by Japanese aircraft. After WWII, the ship was 
briefly decommissioned before being put back 
into service for the Korean War and the Viet-
nam War. The USS Tappahannock was finally 
stricken from the Navy’s roles in 1976 after its 
34 years of service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in hon-
oring the USS Tappahannock for its admirable 
service to the protection of our Nation. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE FORT 
KNOX CENTENNIAL 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Fort Knox Centennial. Fort Knox 
plays a vital role in our national security, and 
I am extremely proud to represent Fort Knox 
in Congress. 

After serving as a military installation going 
back to the Civil War, ground was officially 
broken for the installation we know today as 
Fort Knox on August 16, 1918. Established as 
an artillery camp during World War I, Fort 
Knox was used as an active training center 
and housed soldiers returning from the war. 
During World War II, Fort Knox was chosen to 
be the headquarters of the Armored Force, 
which trained soldiers in the use of armored 
vehicles, and remained the Armor head-
quarters until 2005. Since then, Fort Knox has 
been the home of a number of commands, in-
cluding the Human Resources Command, Re-
cruiting Command, and Cadet Command. Fa-
mously, Fort Knox is also home to the U.S. 
Department of Treasury’s Bullion Depository. 
Fort Knox is a leader in military innovation 
with its award-winning energy conservation 
program. 

Fort Knox is home to the future of our 
Armed Forces. Here’s to the next 100 years. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ELIZABETH 
WENDE BREAST CARE ON OPEN-
ING ITS NEW LOCATION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate Elizabeth Wende 
Breast Care on the grand opening of a new 
site in Carthage, New York. 

Elizabeth Wende Breast Care leads the field 
in breast imaging and breast cancer diagnosis, 
and is well known for its state-of-the-art 3D 
mammography technology. In its fight against 
breast cancer, Elizabeth Wende Breast Care 
has partnered with Carthage Area Hospital to 
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bring its high-quality treatment within the reach 
of thousands of North Country residents by 
opening a new site in Carthage, New York. 
Residents will benefit from having Elizabeth 
Wende Breast Care’s services right in their 
neighborhood. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to congratulate Elizabeth Wende Breast Care 
on the opening of its new location in Carthage, 
New York. I look forward to hearing about the 
assistance they will provide to North Country 
residents, and I wish them the best of luck in 
the years to come. 

f 

SALUTING THE ROUND ROCK, TX 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I sa-
lute my friends and neighbors of the Round 
Rock, TX Chamber of Commerce who were 
recently honored as the 2018 Chamber of the 
Year by the Association of Chamber of Com-
merce Executives. The Round Rock Chamber 
are richly deserving recipients of this pres-
tigious award which recognizes the leadership 
role chambers have in their communities and 
excellence in operations and community lead-
ership. 

Throughout the years, the Chamber has fos-
tered an unrivaled environment of economic 
success for the citizens of Round Rock. 
They’ve helped to employ over 25,000 Texans 
with over 10,000 investors supporting the local 
economy, making the Chamber one of the 
largest and most active business associations 
in Central Texas. Their efforts have been a 
critical part of Texas’s strong economy and 
have been essential to making Round Rock a 
place where business thrives. 

The Chamber continuously works to create 
economic opportunities for the people of 
Round Rock. In the past year alone, the 
Chamber has won $257 million in capital in-
vestment, brought 575 jobs to Round Rock, 
launched the Entrepreneurship Round Rock 
program, and increased opportunities for en-
trepreneurs young and old. When it comes to 
promoting education, talent development, and 
quality of life in the Round Rock Community, 
the Round Rock Chamber never rests. 

The positive impacts made by the Chamber 
are among the many reasons I am proud to 
call the city of Round Rock my hometown. I 
celebrate their work and am glad to see them 
get the national recognition they deserve. I 
know that for the Chamber, as well as the citi-
zens they’re proud to serve, the best is yet to 
come. 

f 

FACEBOOK TRIES TO SILENCE 
THOMAS JEFFERSON AND THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPEND-
ENCE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, history tells 
us that President Thomas Jefferson had a 

love hate relationship with the press. At times 
Jefferson detested them, but he truly believed 
a free people required a free press. ‘‘The 
basis of our governments being the opinion of 
the people, the very first object should be to 
keep that right,’’ words spoken by Jefferson to 
Edward Carrington in 1787. ‘‘And were it left 
to me to decide whether we should have a 
government without newspapers, or news-
papers without a government, I should not 
hesitate a moment to prefer the latter. But I 
should mean that every man should receive 
those papers and be capable of reading 
them.’’ Patriots, like Jefferson, secured these 
rights that folks enjoy today. Just because we 
may not like what we read, does not mean 
that it should be silenced. 

It’s no big surprise to me that the folks over 
at Facebook don’t know the first thing about 
freedom and rights. Their latest attack, using 
digital censorship, has stirred up a firestorm. 
Just in case you haven’t heard, the Liberty 
County Vindicator, a newspaper that publishes 
news for the City of Liberty, Texas and Liberty 
County, Texas posted the Declaration of Inde-
pendence in twelve installments leading up to 
the Fourth of July. Casey Stinnett, managing 
editor, said that the first nine parts posted as 
schedule, but part ten, of the historic docu-
ment did not appear. The Liberty County Vin-
dicator received a notice from Facebook say-
ing that the post ‘‘goes against our standards 
on hate speech.’’ I’m a fierce advocate of the 
First Amendment protecting freedom of 
speech and press. This is, without a doubt, a 
flippant disregard and assault on the First 
Amendment by Facebook. 

For over 131 years, the Liberty County Vin-
dicator newspaper, has told the story of every-
day America. It has documented community 
history in a way that will forever be available 
to future generations. Since the newspaper 
began operations in 1887, it has covered local 
events, business happenings, politics, trage-
dies, civic improvements, and so much more. 
The paper recently followed and covered Lib-
erty High School’s Lady Panthers Softball 
Team who won the Texas UIL State Class 4A 
Softball Champions. It has also followed wars 
and has told stories about our young freedom 
fighters from the area who returned home and 
some who did not return. It is everything a 
community newspaper should be. The Vindi-
cator has always had its finger on the pulse of 
folks in Liberty, Texas. 

Liberty’s rich history of rugged Texas pio-
neers who settled near the Trinity River spans 
more than 180 years. Today, Liberty continues 
to live up to its rich legacy and community 
spirit of patriotism. One such family epitomizes 
the spirit of Liberty County—the patriotic 
Ripkowski brothers. Twelve brothers from Lib-
erty County, Texas served in our military in 
various branches spanning from World War II 
to the Korean War. And they all survived the 
wars and returned to Liberty County, Texas. 
According to a pentagon spokesperson, there 
has never been another family with that many 
sons from the same parents to join the service 
in American history. 

The Ripkowski brothers believed their serv-
ice in the military was their duty as an Amer-
ican citizen. To them it was not performed for 
heroics or to gain medals, but to answer the 
honorable call of duty for their beloved coun-
try. Reality is that freedom doesn’t come free. 
It is the United States military that has always 
been on the front lines to defend the liberties 

of all Americans, even the folks over at 
Facebook. 

It is an honor to have represented the citi-
zens of Liberty County in the United States 
House of Representatives. I commend the 
Vindicator for challenging its readers to read 
the Declaration of Independence. Freedom of 
speech and freedom of the press must ever 
be protected. Thomas Jefferson, who was the 
primary author of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, said, ‘‘our liberty depends on the free-
dom of the press, and that cannot be limited 
without being lost.’’ The Founding Father and 
the third President of the United States, Thom-
as Jefferson, undoubtedly believed deeply in 
the freedom of speech and of the press. 

Jefferson must have turned over in his 
grave when he heard that the Declaration of 
Independence was censored in America. 
America’s defense of freedom and liberties is 
a struggle that never ends, and the Vindicator 
should continue to exercise the right to free 
speech and press, whether those that hate the 
First Amendment like it or not. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING MR. MIKE PARNESS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mr. Mike Parness upon 
his retirement from a distinguished 40 year 
public service career in city management. 

Mr. Parness grew up in Livermore, Cali-
fornia and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science from the University of 
Santa Clara. He continued his education at 
California State University, Hayward, where he 
earned a Master of Public Administration. 

Mr. Parness worked as a City Administrator 
in Renton, Washington for eleven years before 
returning to California to serve as the City 
Manager for San Clemente for twelve years 
and later, Walnut Creek for almost five years. 
Since November of 2006 Mr. Parness has 
been the City Manager of Napa, California. 

During his tenure at the City of Napa, Mr. 
Parness was a member of the Sunrise Rotary 
and served on the Board of Directors for the 
California City Management Foundation and 
the International City Management Founda-
tion. As City Manager, he oversaw the con-
struction of Fire Stations 4 and 5, the renova-
tion of the Edward I. Barwick Jamieson Can-
yon Water Treatment Plant, the introduction of 
Measure T and the launch of the 10-mile Pav-
ing Program and Sidewalk Repair and Re-
placement Program. Mr. Parness played an 
essential role in the revitalization of downtown 
Napa, the expansion of public event space at 
the Oxbow Commons and the city’s financial 
recovery after the Great Recession. 

Mr. Parness also facilitated the growth of 
public areas during his career in Napa with the 
additions of Trancas Crossing Park, China 
Point Overlook Park, Third Street Overlook 
Park, and the renewal of Veterans Park. He is 
also a wonderful colleague. His quick wit, 
sense of humor and lively stories are cher-
ished by those who work with him. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Parness is a passionate 
civil servant with an esteemed record for giv-
ing back to our community. It is therefore fit-
ting and proper that we honor Mr. Mike 
Parness here today. 
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COMMENDING JESSICA 

ESPAILLAT, DAPHNE HER-
NANDEZ, MARIA PALOMARES 
CARRANCO, AND NEREYDA 
REYES ON THEIR SELECTION AS 
BENJAMIN A. GILMAN INTER-
NATIONAL SCHOLARS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate four outstanding Houston resi-
dents on their reception of the Benjamin A. 
Gilman International Scholarship. 

I offer my sincere congratulations to Ms. 
Jessica Espaillat, Ms. Daphne Hernandez, Ms. 
Maria Palomares Carranco, and Ms. Nereyda 
Reyes for their remarkable achievement of re-
ceiving the Benjamin A. Gilman International 
Scholarship. 

The Benjamin A. Gilman International Schol-
arship builds young, well-rounded and diverse 
leaders who have the skills to contribute to our 
national security and public diplomacy efforts. 

The scholarship program was established 
with the support of the late Congressman Ben-
jamin A. Gilman of New York, whose leading 
contributions to study abroad educational pro-
grams continue to help many students develop 
the ability to communicate and understand the 
economic, social and political connections 
among nations. 

The scholarship was established to provide 
recipients with the tools to develop inter-
national knowledge and language skills, as 
well as gain valuable career-enhancing experi-
ences in their experiences abroad. 

The Gilman program has enabled more than 
25,000 outstanding Americans of diverse 
backgrounds to engage in a meaningful edu-
cational experience abroad, providing them 
with skills critical to our national security and 
economic competiveness. 

Houston’s contribution to this impressive list 
of talented individuals includes: 

Ms. Jessica Espaillat, of the University of 
Houston, who studied abroad in Japan; 

Ms. Daphne Hernandez, of Colby College, 
who studied abroad in Japan; 

Ms. Maria Palomares Carranco, of the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin, who completed her 
studies in Mexico; and 

Ms. Nereyda Reyes, of Texas A&M Univer-
sity at College Station, who spent her time 
abroad studying in Belgium. 

This is truly a wonderful accomplishment for 
the recipients, and I offer them my best wish-
es as they embark on the next steps of their 
educational journeys. 

My office is always open to the scholarship 
recipients, and I encourage them to contact 
me for any help they may need with their fu-
ture educational goals. 

f 

THANK YOU PAULINE M. BROWN 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am grateful that a talented constituent 
Pauline M. Brown of Barnwell, South Carolina, 

has written an inspiring book entitled A Touch 
of Heaven. Beginning with love letters to her 
husband serving in Vietnam in 1968, she has 
continued writing, composing more than five 
hundred poems including the following from 
her book, A Friendly Hello (pg. 36). 
A Friendly Hello 
Always believe in the simplest things— 
Sunshine and flowers, flags blowing in the 

wind, 
The music of children, rain on a tin roof, 
Afternoons spent with a cherished friend. 
A friendly hello can make all the difference 
In anyone’s fragile state of mind. 
Say ‘‘I miss you,’’ ‘‘I love you,’’ 
‘‘God bless you, my friend,’’ 
And the saddest of spirits will be realigned. 
A friendly hello can dry the tears of heart-

ache. 
A little encouragement can rescue a lost 

cause. 
Remember a friend who brought you back 

from despair, 
And do the same for someone else, just be-

cause. 

f 

OFFICER CHRISTOPHER GRIGGS 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr . BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the remarkable courage of Sergeant 
Christopher Griggs, a law enforcement officer 
in Fort Morgan, Colorado. 

On April 28, a man stole a semi-truck in 
Logan County, Colorado, and he proceeded to 
rampage though the town of Fort Morgan and 
the surrounding areas. With the police in pur-
suit, the semi-truck wrecked anything in its 
way, destroying cars and injuring several civil-
ians. 

In the midst of this chaos, Sergeant Griggs 
confronted the semi-truck outside the city of 
Fort Morgan. He soon realized that the situa-
tion was becoming serious enough that he 
must resort to lethal force to stop the semi- 
truck. As Sergeant Griggs loaded his rifle, the 
semi-truck violently rammed his patrol part-
ner’s car off the highway. In response, Ser-
geant Griggs quickly discharged multiple 
rounds at the semi-truck. Unharmed, the driver 
of the truck changed course and began to 
drive aggressively towards the officer. Think-
ing fast, Sergeant Griggs leapt into his patrol 
car and sped out of the way just in time to 
avoid being crushed by the semi-truck. 

As the rampaging truck sped on into the 
night, Griggs and his partner continued pur-
suing it, eventually following it into the town of 
Brush, Colorado. Once again, Sergeant Griggs 
made the courageous decision to confront the 
semi-truck by firing at the driver, who was 
caught soon after. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join the people 
of Fort Morgan in thanking Sergeant Griggs 
for his courage, quick-thinking, and dedication 
to protecting our community. 

TRIBUTE TO MS. BETTY 
HENDERSON 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a remarkable woman and outstanding 
South Carolinian, Betty Henderson, who ex-
emplifies the epitome of dedicated community 
service. 

Born in Branchville, Ms. Henderson served 
the citizens of Orangeburg County for twenty- 
eight years as the first African American Tax 
Assessor in the State of South Carolina. She 
also served for twelve years on the Town 
Council in Branchville, South Carolina, the first 
African American to serve on the body since 
post reconstruction. For 10 of those years, Ms. 
Henderson served as Mayor Pro Tem of 
Branchville. 

Ms. Betty Henderson was one of the found-
ers of the Orangeburg County Family Health 
Center. She has served on the Board of The 
Orangeburg Calhoun, Bamberg, Community 
Action Agency, the Trustee Board of the Re-
gional Medical Center of Orangeburg and Cal-
houn Counties, the Orangeburg County De-
partment of Social Services, and as a member 
of the Adult Literacy Board. 

She served for over 20 years as Chair-
person of the Orangeburg County Democratic 
Party and through her leadership many per-
sons have been elected to public office. Her 
life includes membership in the White Rose 
Chapter I, Former Worthy Matron of White 
Rose Chapter I, former Queen of the National 
Order of the Eastern Star, LaCharm Club, 
founding member of the Concerned Citizens of 
District 94, and is a member and Chair of the 
Budget Committee of Canaan Baptist Church. 

Ms. Henderson has raised three fine chil-
dren, Shelia, Ernest, and Kathy, who have 
blessed her with four wonderful grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge that you and my col-
leagues join me in honoring the selfless, serv-
ice, outstanding leadership and remarkable 
achievements of this outstanding South Caro-
linian. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF MS. CARRIE 
PATTERSON THOMAS ON THE OC-
CASION OF HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Ms. Carrie Patterson Thomas 
on the occasion of her 100th birthday. 

Carrie was born on August 5, 1918 in the 
town of Ninety-Six, South Carolina to Wince 
and Ida Dean Patterson. In 1923 at the inquis-
itive age of five, she moved with her parents 
and six siblings to Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
She worked various jobs from picking vegeta-
bles and later worked as a domestic until she 
retired. Carrie met and married her late hus-
band Mr. Harvey Thomas and have two lovely 
children, Earl Thomas and Betty DeVaughn. 

Carrie has been a resident and community 
leader of Broward County for over 90 years. I 
am truly grateful for her selflessness and tire-
less service. She is a beloved life-long mem-
ber of the New Mount Olive Baptist Church, 
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where she served on the mission society and 
often volunteered to help feed the homeless. 
She has worked hard under harsh conditions 
and unfair practices. She lived to witness 
many epic eras and events in history. And yet, 
through it all she has remained steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, and we know her labor is not in vain. 

Mr. Speaker, on this momentous occasion, 
please join me in wishing Ms. Carrie Patterson 
Thomas a happy and wonderful 100th birth-
day. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LYNETTA 
GRINER—2018 FLORIDA FARMER 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an outstanding member of the Second 
Congressional District of Florida, Ms. Lynetta 
Griner. Ms. Griner was recently named the 
2018 Florida Farmer of the Year. This des-
ignation makes her a finalist for the Southeast 
Regional Farmer of the Year Award. 

Ms. Griner owns and operates Usher Land 
and Timber Inc. in Levy County, specializing in 
timber and cattle production. In 2013, she was 
named Florida’s Woman of the Year in Agri-
culture and she was the first female president 
of the Florida Forestry Association. 

Ms. Griner also served on the Suwannee 
River Management District’s governing board 
for 14 years and with her family, she has 
raised more than $1 million for the Children’s 
Miracle Network at the University of Florida 
Health Shands Children’s Hospital. 

In 2017, she was one of 15 farmers and 
ranchers from across the country to participate 
in an agriculture roundtable hosted by Presi-
dent Trump at the White House. Lynetta is a 
champion for Florida agriculture, and has dedi-
cated her life to giving back to her community. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Ms. Lynetta Griner, Florida’s 2018 Farm-
er of the Year, and thanking her for her years 
of service to Florida. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TODD MAY 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to congratulate Todd May, who has an-
nounced his retirement as Director of Marshall 
Space Flight Center. 

Todd May is one of our nation’s civil serv-
ants who has demonstrated outstanding lead-
ership, management ability, and vision. He 
was appointed Marshall deputy director in Au-
gust 2015 at the Nov. 13, 2015 retirement of 
Patrick Scheuermann, and was subsequently 
appointed Director. 

The jobs Todd has excelled at are never 
easy, but the circumstances under which he 
took them, and excelled, are circumstances 
which represent especially challenging times. 

During the early part of a new Administra-
tion, Todd, in 2011, led the Space Launch 

System (SLS) program. Despite different 
schools of thought in Washington, Todd took 
the program through a series of milestones, 
including a successful in-depth critical design 
review. Thanks to Todd’s leadership, SLS was 
successfully handed off to the next manager 
when Todd was asked to be Marshall Space 
Flight Center Director. 

Marshall has approximately 6,000 civil serv-
ice and contractor employees, and an annual 
budget of approximately $2.5 billion. What 
some do not know is that Marshall has a herit-
age not only of excellence in launch develop-
ment but also in NASA’s other endeavors, in-
cluding, for example, the engineering planning 
which allowed the Hubble Telescope to be re- 
focused and to reach its full potential. 

One of Todd’s other previous jobs made 
him very qualified for this part of Marshall’s 
work as well. Todd served as a deputy asso-
ciate administrator in the Science Mission Di-
rectorate at NASA headquarters in Wash-
ington from 2007 to 08, responsible for a $5 
billion portfolio of robotic programs and 
projects, including more than 100 spacecraft 
at various stages of formulation, development 
and operations. 

Of course, there is no pressure at all in 
being appointed as Director of Marshall Space 
Flight Center—unless of course you notice the 
statues of Von Braun, and all the Saturn rock-
ets which seem to meet your gaze no matter 
what direction you are driving. 

I am not surprised that Todd excelled again 
at this broad management task. He brought 
out the best in his managers, kept Marshall 
viable as a competitor in various projects, and 
leaves Marshall in good shape to continue its 
key role in NASA’s human exploration pro-
grams. His leadership also extends to con-
cepts which will bear fruition in the future, 
such as nuclear thermal propulsion. 

Despite his many jobs at NASA, and na-
tional recognition for his work by Aviation 
Week, I know that this young boy growing up 
in Fairhope, Alabama still counts, as one of 
his most enjoyable achievements, his engi-
neering degree from Auburn University, and 
the title of Distinguished Engineer, bestowed 
on him by the University. 

I wish Todd and his family all the best, and 
I know that whatever tasks he puts his hands 
to, he will be not only a success, but also a 
blessing to his community and to this nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COMMANDER AND 
DISTRICT ENGINEER OF THE DE-
TROIT DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL DENNIS P. 
SUGRUE 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the service of Lieutenant Colonel 
Dennis Sugrue as the Commander and District 
Engineer of the Detroit District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

Since graduating from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and receiving his 
commission in 1999, Lieutenant Colonel 
Sugrue has exemplified the Mission and Vi-
sion of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue’s extensive career 
has taken him across the United States and 
around the world. From New York to Ger-
many, to deployments in Kosovo and Afghani-
stan, where he did two tours, his dedication 
and leadership has been an asset in every po-
sition. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue has been recog-
nized with numerous military awards and 
decorations including the Bronze Star, Meri-
torious Service Medal, Army Commendation 
Medal, and Army Achievement Medal, among 
others. These well-deserved accolades speak 
to Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue’s leadership and 
commitment to service, which are amplified by 
his honor and integrity. 

I had the pleasure of getting to know Lieu-
tenant Colonel Sugrue during his tenure as 
commander of the Detroit District, which he 
assumed in July 2016. As the commander, he 
is responsible for carrying out the District’s 
mission in Michigan, sections of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and Indiana, as well as four of the 
Great Lakes. The District’s 82,000 square 
miles of land includes 4,000 miles of Great 
Lakes shoreline and the Soo Locks, which are 
vitally important to the nation’s economy and 
security. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue went above and 
beyond to understand the importance of nat-
ural resources and outdoor heritage to the 
state of Michigan and surrounding region. I es-
pecially commend his hard work to advance 
the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and the 
Great Lakes navigation system, including com-
batting the spread of invasive species and 
construction of a new Soo Lock. 

His expertise is second to none and we 
have been fortunate to have Lieutenant Colo-
nel Sugrue at the helm of the Detroit District. 
It has been an honor and a privilege to know 
Lieutenant Colonel Sugrue over the past two 
years. I wish him, his wife Flori and sons Sean 
and Connor, all the best in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF REAR ADMIRAL PAM-
ELA M. SCHWEITZER 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure 
to stand today to recognize the distinguished 
career of a remarkable constituent of mine, 
Rear Admiral Pamela A. Schweitzer. Rear Ad-
miral Schweitzer is retiring after proudly serv-
ing her country for nearly 30 years. 

After receiving her Bachelor’s degree in biol-
ogy in Biological Sciences from California 
State University Fullerton, Rear Admiral 
Schweitzer went on to earn a Doctor of Phar-
macy from University of California San Fran-
cisco and an Ambulatory Care/Administrative 
Residency at University of California Irvine 
Medical Center. She is a Board Certified Am-
bulatory Care Pharmacist, and currently 
serves as Executive Master of Health Adminis-
tration Program at the University of Southern 
California Sol Price School of Public Policy. 

On August 7, 2014 Rear Admiral Schweitzer 
was appointed to be the first female Chief Pro-
fessional Officer of Pharmacy for the United 
States Public Health Service. As Chief Phar-
macy Officer, Rear Admiral Schweitzer was 
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responsible for providing leadership and co-
ordination of USPHS pharmacy programs and 
professional affairs for the Office of the Sur-
geon General and the Department of Health & 
Human Services. 

While serving her country, Rear Admiral 
Schweitzer worked in a variety of roles includ-
ing, progressing in leadership responsibilities 
in the Indian Health Service, the Veterans Ad-
ministration, as well as the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services. She made an in-
delible mark within each of these organiza-
tions, which is a testament to her strong dedi-
cation to public service. 

Rear Admiral Schweitzer has been recog-
nized for her leadership contributions many 
times. These recognitions include receiving 
the National Council for Prescription Drug Pro-
grams Champion Award in 2017, American 
Society of Health-System Pharmacists William 
Zelmer Lecture Award in 2016, the University 
of California San Francisco Alumni Award in 
2015, American Pharmacists Association Dis-
tinguished Federal Pharmacist Award in 2014, 
IHS Senior Pharmacist of the Year Award in 
2013 and the USPHS Mary Louise Anderson 
Leadership Award in 2012. 

Rear Admiral Schweitzer will always be re-
membered as someone who put her country 
and the well-being of others above all else. 
She will be greatly missed and I wish her the 
best in her retirement on behalf of a grateful 
nation. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE FIFTH 
ANNUAL GLOBAL FEST 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the fifth annual Global Fest, 
hosted by the City of Aurora, Colorado. The 
office of Parks, Recreation, and Open Space, 
as well as the office of International and Immi-
grant Affairs work tirelessly every year to 
showcase the diverse cultures of the city’s 
residents, and I am proud to recognize their 
achievements in the House of Representa-
tives. 

The City of Aurora owns the title of Colo-
rado’s most diverse city and has a population 
of over 366,000, which makes it the third larg-
est city in the state. Aurora includes about 
70,000 immigrants and refugees who speak 
over 130 languages spoken and represent 
more than 140 different countries of origin. 
Global Fest is a wonderful opportunity for all 
Aurorans to share their rich cultural history 
with each other and those who come to par-
ticipate from throughout Colorado. 

Global Fest is a fully immersive cultural ex-
perience. Attendees sample diverse foods, lis-
ten to live music, discover traditional arts and 
view a range of cultural performances. At the 
festival, Coloradans can observe a variety cul-
tural items and practices. They are also able 
to see the ‘Parade of Nations’ where rep-
resentatives of an estimated 40 countries will 
march together carrying their respective flags 
from their countries of origin to demonstrate 
the multi-cultural spirit of the city. 

Mr. Speaker, in my many years as an Au-
rora resident, I have had the privilege to wit-
ness its development from a small suburb of 

Denver into the bustling multicultural hub of 
economic activity it is today. The city em-
bodies the melting pot that our nation rightfully 
idealizes. This is why Aurora is a special 
place. Global Fest is the singular annual event 
that best symbolizes what makes Aurora a re-
markable city that I am proud to represent in 
the United States House of Representatives. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 18, 2018 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 6147) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2019, and 
for other purposes 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak in opposition of this amendment, which 
would block funding for the enforcement of the 
EPA methane rule. This rule will combat cli-
mate change, protect public health, and cap-
ture a resource that would otherwise go to 
waste. 

The EPA Methane rule will curb methane 
emissions by estimated 510,000 short tons per 
year by 2025. This will represent a savings of 
$100 million in natural gas that would other-
wise leak into the atmosphere. It is important 
to remember that it is not only methane leak-
ing out of oil and gas facilities. This rule would 
prevent the release of 210,000 short tons of 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) which are 
a threat to public health. When released, 
these compounds form ozone, which the EPA 
has linked to asthma, heart attacks, strokes, 
and numerous other health conditions. Ozone 
is particularly harmful to vulnerable popu-
lations such as children, the elderly, and peo-
ple with preexisting conditions. My own district 
is part of a Clean Air Act non-attainment area 
where elevated ozone is a perennial hazard. 

The health benefits of limiting methane and 
VOC leaks led Colorado to institute its own 
regulations for containing leaks and preventing 
the release of these compounds in 2014. 
Those rules, which served as the template for 
EPA’s rule, balanced the need for responsible 
energy development with the need to protect 
public health and even had support from com-
panies in the oil and gas industry. Colorado’s 
oil and gas industry has continued to thrive 
even as they are required to find and stop 
leaks. Clearly a rule requiring companies find 
and fix leaks is a win-win, allowing for respon-
sible energy development and protecting pub-
lic health at the same time. 

Furthermore, accidental methane release 
exacerbates climate change as methane is 
several times more potent as a greenhouse 
gas than carbon dioxide. Enforcing this rule 
would provide a climate change benefit equal 
to taking 8.5 million cars off the road. The 
need to combat climate change is only going 
to grow more pressing as the world faces in-
creased harm from droughts, fires, and ex-
treme weather. Colorado is already regularly 

facing low snowpack and devastating fire sea-
sons. 

Colorado’s experience demonstrates both 
the need and the benefits of rules curbing 
methane leaks. Blocking enforcement of this 
rule will lead to wasted natural gas, increased 
greenhouse gas emissions, and worse public 
health. That is why I encourage my colleagues 
to oppose this amendment and allow EPA to 
enforce the methane rule. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
BATTLE 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today with a heavy heart to honor the life 
of my friend, Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Battle and to 
recognize his contributions to the State of 
Connecticut, especially to his community of 
Torrington, Connecticut. Bill passed away on 
July 20, 2018 at the age of 82, after a long life 
of dedicated service to his community. 

Bill was born in New York, New York and 
was raised in New Haven, Connecticut. Bill at-
tended New Haven public schools before en-
rolling at Howard University in Washington, 
D.C. After college, Bill joined the Army where 
he worked on computers. Bill continued in 
computers when he left the Army, traveling the 
world for IBM. Bill eventually returned to Con-
necticut to be near his ailing mother. It was 
here where he met his wife Darlene, who was 
working as a nurse’s aide. The two married in 
1994, and after their son was born they 
moved to Torrington. 

After moving to Torrington, Bill fell in love 
with the small city. Serving as the economic 
development commissioner for a brief time, 
Bill worked to celebrate Torrington’s edu-
cational excellence and attract young families 
while reviving the city’s downtown through a 
focus on the arts and small business. In addi-
tion to working closely with town leaders to im-
prove the city’s economy, Bill also advocated 
for children and education in Torrington. Serv-
ing on the Board of Directors for the Con-
necticut Academy of the Arts in Torrington, Bill 
helped bring the arts back to the Torrington 
community and is credited for helping start the 
international film forum. 

Ultimately, Bill loved anything intellectual 
and enjoyed discussing ideas with his fellow 
community members. While working as the 
campaign coordinator for former Democratic 
Senator Joe Lieberman, Bill would frequently 
have dinner at the Republican campaign 
headquarters because he just wanted to en-
gage in political discourse. His Republican col-
leagues stated that all Bill ever wanted was to 
see Torrington do better. 

Those who knew Bill knew that nothing 
gave him more pride than seeing his children 
succeed. Bill could often be seen wearing a 
Yale hat to show his immense delight when 
his son, Darnell, was accepted to the Univer-
sity. 

I met Bill seven years ago and was imme-
diately impressed by his passion, his knowl-
edge, his energy, and his fearlessness in tak-
ing on tough issues and those in power. His 
commitment to democracy and his belief that 
we all could—and should—do better inspired 
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me and everyone who was lucky enough to 
know him. 

Mr. Speaker, Bill Battle led a life as an en-
gaged community member and community ac-
tivist. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we 
honor his life and memory here today. I offer 
my deepest condolences to his wife, Darlene 
and his children, Carla, Darnell, Violetta, and 
William and to all of his family. Those of us 
who knew Bill will cherish his memory, and his 
legacy will live on in our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF 
DONALD E. CORNFORTH, M.D. 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the career of Dr. Donald E. 
Cornforth, a radiologist and businessman serv-
ing the communities of Bakersfield and Delano 
in Kern County, California. One of the leading 
voices of our local medical community, Donald 
is retiring after committing nearly two decades 
of his life to bettering the quality of life for the 
people of Kern County. 

Though he would leave his biggest mark on 
the City of Bakersfield, Donald was born and 
raised in Media, Pennsylvania. Upon grad-
uating high school, he began his journey west, 
attending Colorado State University at Fort 
Collins and graduating with his Bachelor’s de-
gree in 1964. He furthered his medical edu-
cation in California, studying four years at the 
Loma Linda University School of Medicine and 
graduating as a Doctor of Medicine in 1968. 
Around this time, the United States was em-
broiled in the Vietnam War, and for five years 
Donald served his nation in the United States 
Army, attaining the rank of Major before being 
honorably discharged in 1972. 

In 1975, Donald was certified by the Amer-
ican Board of Radiology and began a lifelong 
career in medicine. Before moving to Bakers-
field, Donald practiced radiology across Wis-
consin and Colorado, and even taught at King 
Fahad Hospital in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Dur-
ing this period, he accumulated a reputation 
for his medical talent and technical acumen, 
performing Colorado’s first percutaneous 
trans-renal kidney stone extraction in 1982, 
and the first percutaneous trans-renal UPJ 
endopyeloplasty in 1983—a world first. 

For all his contributions to medicine, how-
ever, perhaps the biggest impact Donald 
made in his career came with his decision to 
move to Bakersfield in the early 1990’s. Upon 
arriving in Bakersfield, he established himself 
as one of Kern County’s premiere medical 
professionals, and since 1991, he has led a 
number of medical practices, most significantly 
Quest Imaging Medical Associates and Ad-
ventist Health Bakersfield. Through Quest Im-
aging, Donald brought cutting-edge technology 
to our community that was previously unavail-
able to Kern County residents, and the com-
pany remains a cornerstone of Bakersfield’s 
medical community. Donald has been a fixture 
at San Joaquin Community Hospital, serving 
as the head of its Stroke Program and pro-
viding his talent as a radiologist for years. For 
over ten years, Donald has also given his time 
and talent to the community of Delano, fre-
quently making the trek to Delano Regional 

Medical Center to provide radiological serv-
ices. 

Donald retires leaving an indelible impres-
sion on the community he has called home for 
two decades. He will be remembered fondly in 
the Kern County community for his brilliant 
mind, his tireless work ethic, his philanthropy, 
and his pioneering, entrepreneurial spirit that 
pushed him from the suburbs of Philadelphia 
around the world and back again. I will miss 
discussing health policy with him, and I know 
many of his former patients will miss him for 
his kindness and attentive bedside manner. 

As he begins this new chapter of his life, on 
behalf of our community, Judy and I wish him, 
his wife, Edna, and his two children all best. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF REAR 
ADMIRAL JOHN E. DOMBROSKI 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Rear Admiral John E. Dombroski. Admi-
ral Dombroski passed away July 1, 2018 and 
left a legacy of service to God, country, and 
family that we all should aspire to emulate. 
The Admiral was raised in Beacon Falls, Con-
necticut, graduated from Trinity College in 
1967, and attended Cornell Law School. 

He entered the United States Navy in 1969 
and served on the USS Moale where he 
earned qualification as the combat information 
center officer, and subsequently served on 
USS Luiseno as executive officer. Admiral 
Dombroski served in a variety of posts in the 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps, culminating 
his exceptionally distinguished career as the 
Chief Judge of the Navy-Marine Corps, Court 
of Criminal Appeals. 

Admiral Dombroski and his wife Julie Ann 
eventually settled in Tallahassee, Florida. He 
continued to live a life of service as a Rotarian 
and dedicated member of Saint Peter’s Angli-
can Cathedral, where he dedicated time to in-
struct weekly men’s bible study classes in his 
home. Loved and cherished by family and 
friends, highly decorated by his nation, and 
honored by all those with whom he came in 
contact, Rear Admiral John E. Dombroski 
dedicated his life to the mission of leaving this 
world better than he found it. Admiral 
Dombroski is survived by his wife Julie Ann, 
their daughter Christine Jecko and her hus-
band Sean, and his son Matthew and his wife, 
Tori. He was a devoted grandparent to Ann, 
Jonathan, and Savannah, and a loving brother 
to his sister, Andrea Redden. 

The Admiral was a giant of a man and his 
presence will be missed. Mr. Speaker, please 
join me in honoring Rear Admiral John E. 
Dombroski for his life of service to God and 
man. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BROWARD COMMU-
NITY & FAMILY HEALTH CEN-
TERS 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
as we approach National Community Health 

Center Week, August 12 through 18, it is my 
privilege to recognize the tremendous and 
meaningful work of Broward Community & 
Family Health Centers, Inc., a Federally Quali-
fied Community Health Center located in 
Broward County and Florida’s 23rd Congres-
sional District. 

Broward Community & Family Health Cen-
ters is a non-profit, community-owned and op-
erated health provider serving uninsured and 
medically underserved people. 

Community health centers have become an 
essential provider for comprehensive, high- 
quality preventive health care for all patients, 
regardless of their ability to pay. They have 
become the core primary care destination for 
millions in our country—especially for minori-
ties and our most vulnerable populations. 

Under the leadership of my dear friend CEO 
Rosalyn Frazier, Broward Community & Fam-
ily Health Centers expand access to quality 
health care for all people and contain health 
care costs by fostering prevention and inte-
grating the delivery of primary care with ag-
gressive outreach, patient education, trans-
lation, and other enabling services. 

Broward Community & Family Health Cen-
ters has made great strides in the Florida 
health care system by maintaining high stand-
ards of accountability, demonstrating cost ef-
fectiveness and efficiency in the delivery of 
care, and empowering communities to address 
unmet health needs and reduce health dispari-
ties, preventable deaths, costly disabilities, 
and communicable diseases. 

I applaud the important contributions of 
Broward Community & Family Health Centers 
in safeguarding health and improving the qual-
ity of life for people in Broward County, and I 
look forward to continuing to help Rosalyn 
Frazier and her team serve our community for 
many years to come. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DWIGHT 
ALBERT ‘‘D.A.’’ SHARPE 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to a dear friend, a fine 
Texan and a great American, Dwight Albert 
Sharpe. Known as ‘‘D.A.’’ Sharpe to his 
friends, he graduated to heaven on July 12, 
2018. 

D.A. was one of my first and most ardent 
supporters and his inspiring and encouraging 
messages encouraged me and others on a 
regular basis. 

My friend D.A. was born June 24, 1939, in 
Ballinger, Texas. He was a graduate of Wood-
row Wilson High School in Dallas and held a 
bachelor of business administration degree 
from the University of Texas at Austin. D.A. 
married his wife, Suzanne Margaret Boggess, 
in New Orleans, Louisiana in 1962, where 
their three children were later born. The family 
resided in St. Louis County, Missouri between 
1972 to 1982 in Dallas between 1982 to 1999, 
and for the last 19 years, in Aurora, Wise 
County. 

D.A. served as the chairman of the Repub-
lican Party of Wise County from 2000 and 
2008. Even in retirement, D.A. remained ac-
tive as a national and state GOP delegate. In 
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addition to his political service, D.A.’s profes-
sional pursuits were in the fields of tech-
nology, as well as in administrative manage-
ment for non-profit Christian entities. In 2004, 
he retired as the Executive Administrator for 
the Senior Pastor at Highland Park Pres-
byterian Church . 

D.A. studied genealogy extensively, tracing 
his ancestry back more than 1,300 years. He 
also found genealogical relationships to 20 of 
the 45 U.S. Presidents. Above all else, D.A. 
was privileged to call himself a fifth-generation 
Texan. His great, great grandfather, Judge 
Felix Benedict Dixon, immigrated from Ohio to 
Texas in 1841, when it was still the Republic 
of Texas. D.A.’s lineage also has roots going 
back in America as a sixth-generation United 
States citizen, being a descendant of Amer-
ican Revolutionary soldier, Lt. George P. 
Sharp, of New York. 

D.A. is survived by his wife, Suzanne Mar-
garet Boggess Sharpe and their three chil-
dren: Taylor Marcus Sharpe; Tiffany Lenn 
Sharpe Westmoreland and her husband, Ste-
ven O. Westmoreland; and Todd Wittman 
Sharpe, and his wife, Carrie Ann Maxwell 
Sharpe. There are seven grandchildren: Kath-
erine Michelle, John David (Jack), Lily Taylor, 
Sarah Todd and Samuel Lee (Sam) West-
moreland; and Luke Maxwell and Brooke 
Eden Sharpe. 

Though D.A. is no longer with us, his mem-
ory will not be forgotten by those of us who 
were privileged enough to know him. I ask 
Members to please pray for my dear friend 
D.A. Sharpe and his family during this difficult 
time. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF LADELLE COCHRAN 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
recognize the 100th birthday of Ladelle Coch-
ran. 

Ladelle was born on August 29, 1918 in 
Dallas, Georgia. 

He is a Veteran of World War II and was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal. Ladelle re-
tired from the Anniston Army Depot after work-
ing there for 25 years. 

Ladelle was married to the late June Saxon 
for 59 years and was blessed with five chil-
dren, three grandchildren and six great-grand-
children. 

He is a member of Gladeview Baptist 
Church and is an avid Atlanta Braves and Ala-
bama Crimson Tide fan. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing 
Ladelle Cochran a very happy 100th birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FRANCES GIVENS 
OF FONTANA 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Frances Givens, a resident of 
our 35th Congressional District in Fontana, 

California, who was well known as a fierce ad-
vocate for senior citizens. 

Fran Givens dedicated her life to promoting 
issues important to senior citizens such as af-
fordable housing, increased availability of ger-
ontology doctors, transportation, and access to 
and coordination of all available services. Fran 
served in the Senior Assembly of the Cali-
fornia Senior Legislature from 2006 to 2014, 
where she was a leader among the volunteer 
body whose mission it is to enhance the qual-
ity of life for older Californians and their fami-
lies. 

As a committed advocate, Fran never 
missed an opportunity to raise attention to 
issues that affect senior citizens. Fran fre-
quently served as a public speaker for senior 
citizen issues on the radio, at City Council 
meetings, clubs, dinners, and fundraisers. She 
could also be found passing out hundreds of 
brochures about the California Senior Legisla-
ture, to elevate the mission of the group. 

The state of California is home to incredible 
people who possess a spirit of public service 
and a commitment to their communities. Fran 
was a champion for senior citizens’ issues. 
Her advocacy efforts have made lasting con-
tributions to the community of Fontana, the 
state of California, and beyond. 

In 2014, I had the honor of awarding Fran 
the Woman of the Year Lifetime Achievement 
Award, a well-deserved recognition of her ex-
emplary record of community service. 

On July 5th of this year, Fran passed away 
at the age of 83. Her legacy teaches us all to 
relentlessly devote ourselves to what we care 
most about, and for that I would like to recog-
nize Frances Givens. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MALL CHANEY ON 
HER 75TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a person of great merit 
on the occasion of her 75th birthday. It is often 
stated that the United States is great because 
it is a nation of immigrants. Mr. Speaker, I 
would agree with this statement with the addi-
tion of the word legal in front of immigrants. 
Mall Chaney is an example of such a person 
who worked within the law to become a citizen 
of the United States. I understand that it is not 
an easy task. 

Mall was born in Estonia in 1943 in the mid-
dle of World War II. At that time Estonia was 
in peril at the hands of Russia as well as Ger-
many. However, it was her parents’ concern 
about Russia that caused them to flee. Russia 
had seized her mother’s brother and sent him 
to Siberia never to be heard from again. As a 
professional chemist, Mall’s father feared 
being pressed into Russia’s weapons develop-
ment program or much worse. 

When Mall was about six months old the 
family consisting of her mother, father, and 
sister fled under cover of night with basically 
nothing but the clothes on their backs. The 
family spent several years in a Swedish ref-
ugee camp and then in the general population 
of Sweden. In 1951 Mall and her family were 
sponsored by a family friend from Canada and 
were able to migrate to Canada. 

Mall lived in Canada until she married John 
Chaney, a resident of Florida, in 1982. Mall 
became a U.S. citizen and has paid homage 
to the United States by respecting our laws, 
becoming a respected and loved member of 
the community, the state of Florida, and the 
country. 

Happy Birthday Mall, and best wishes. 
f 

EQUITABLE ACCESS TO CARE AND 
HEALTH ACT 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Equitable Access to Care and 
Health Act, or the EACH Act, which seeks to 
provide a bipartisan, common-sense exemp-
tion to the Affordable Care Act for those who 
uniquely rely on religious methods of healing. 

In my home state of Massachusetts, we are 
very proud of our healthcare system, the sys-
tem which, as my colleagues know, formed 
the basis for the Affordable Care Act, the law 
from which so many Americans benefit today. 

As the Massachusetts legislature con-
templated the direction of its successful 
healthcare system, lawmakers saw fit to pro-
vide an exemption from its insurance require-
ments for sincerely held religious beliefs. The 
exemption grants reprieve for Massachusetts 
residents who would not otherwise use our 
traditional healthcare system even if they did 
carry traditional health insurance. At its es-
sence, the EACH Act seeks to extend a simi-
lar reprieve for Americans who would not oth-
erwise benefit from the system created under 
the Affordable Care Act. 

Thank you to my colleague Mr. DAVIS of Illi-
nois for his leadership on this issue. I urge my 
colleagues to support this bipartisan legisla-
tion. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE WORK AND 
LEGACY OF EULA L. BECK 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I cele-
brate the extraordinary work and legacy of 
Eula L. Beck, or ‘‘Sis’’ as most affectionately 
call her, who has been an active supporter of 
Central Texas Communities her whole life. Her 
resume tells the story of a woman unafraid to 
contribute both her time and energies to a 
multitude of organizations that rely on vol-
unteerism and social engagement to make 
good communities great. 

Sis was raised just south of Killeen on a 
ranch near Maxdale and has led a life devoted 
to causes bigger than herself. Her extraor-
dinary career began at Camp Hood where she 
supported war efforts during WWII. From 
there, she worked to upgrade Camp Hood to 
Fort Hood and served as a crucial advocate to 
make Fort Hood the model for military bases 
that it is today. Sis’ influence in Central Texas 
didn’t stop there. She has engaged in a mul-
titude of endeavors ranging from owning a 
local Killeen TV station to establishing the 
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Killeen branch of Union State Bank, where 
she has served on the Board for many years. 
At every stop along the way, she’s built 
bridges of friendship and has worked tirelessly 
to support and enhance her community. 

Sis also exhibits a passion for education 
that has contributed greatly to the prosperity of 
Central Texas. Inspired by her niece who 
didn’t have easy access to a local library, Sis 
worked to establish a library in Florence, 
Texas, which is now named after her. Sis also 
aided in efforts to fund the creation of both 
Central Texas College and Texas A&M Cen-
tral Texas. Young and old alike are thankful 
for the positive contributions Sis has made to 
literacy and education in her community. 

Some people go through life wondering if 
they made a difference. Eula L. Beck doesn’t 
have that problem. Her inspiring and extensive 
career leaves no doubt that Central Texas is 
a better place because of her. I celebrate her 
life and devotion to her beloved community 
and wish her nothing but the best in the fu-
ture. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT TO H.R. 5515, 
THE NATIONAL DEFENSE AU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2019 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to acknowledge the work 
of Financial Services Committee Democratic 
staffer Daniel McGlinchey on the title of this 
bill pertaining to reforms to the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United States. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, July 
24, 2018, I was unable to vote on any legisla-
tive measures. Had I been present, I would 
have voted the following: 

(Roll No. 368) On ordering the previous 
question providing for consideration of H.R. 
6199, the Restoring Access to Medication and 
Modernizing Health Savings Accounts Act of 
2018; providing for proceedings during the pe-
riod from July 27, 2018, through September 3, 
2018—yes. 

(Roll No. 369) On adoption of the rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 6199, the Re-
storing Access to Medication and Modernizing 
Health Savings Accounts Act of 2018; pro-
viding for proceedings during the period from 
July 27, 2018, through September 3, 2018— 
yes. 

(Roll No. 370) On ordering the previous 
question providing for consideration of H.R. 
184, the Protect Medical Innovation Act of 
2017; and H.R. 6311, the Increasing Access 
to Lower Premium Plans and Expanding 
Health Savings Accounts Act of 2018—yes. 

(Roll No. 371) On adoption of the combined 
rule providing for consideration of H.R. 184, 

the Protect Medical Innovation Act of 2017; 
and H.R. 6311, the Increasing Access to 
Lower Premium Plans and Expanding Health 
Savings Accounts Act of 2018—yes. 

(Roll No. 372) On passage of H.R. 184, the 
Protect Medical Innovation Act—yes. 

f 

WELCOME SAMANTHA JOSEPHINE 
CROWE 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am happy to congratulate Major Andrew 
Crowe, former Military Fellow of South Caro-
lina’s Second Congressional District, and his 
wife, Major Michelle Crowe, of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, on the birth of their new baby girl, 
Samantha Josephine Crowe. Samantha Jose-
phine Crowe was born on July 23, 2018, at 
Fort Belvoir Community Hospital. Samantha 
weighed seven pounds and 15 ounces and 
measured 22.2 inches long. 

I would also like to congratulate Samantha’s 
grandparents, Carol and Donald Long, Edward 
Brunt, and Cheri and Robert Crowe. Congratu-
lations and best wishes to the entire family as 
they are blessed with their newest addition of 
pure pride and joy. 

f 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JANET 
MARIE TORRISI-MOKWA 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise to honor the passing of 
Janet Marie Torrisi-Mokwa. Jan was a dear 
friend and a dedicated leader in the St. Louis 
community. While we mourn this tragedy, I 
would like to celebrate Janis life and her many 
contributions to Missouri. She was a pas-
sionate advocate for an array of issues she 
held near and dear to her heart, including the 
protection of animals, the empowerment of 
women, and care for those in need. 

Jan recently celebrated 25 years of mar-
riage to her husband Joseph Mokwa. She is 
also survived by her mother, Marie Torrisi; 
brother John Torrisi and his wife Claudia; 
nieces, Kaci and Amy; stepdaughter, Aimee 
Goodrich; and grandchildren, Danny, Julia, 
and Josephine. 

Jan was one of those people who was truly 
larger than life. She had a warm presence, an 
infectious positivity, and an unparalleled effect 
on others. Today we honor her insatiable spirit 
her countless contributions to our community, 
and the lasting impact she had on people from 
all walks of life. 

In His Sermon on the Mount, we are re-
minded by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
that those who mourn are blessed and will be 
comforted. I pray that during this difficult time, 
the Mokwa family, their friends, and neighbors 
are graced with that blessing from the Lord. 
Mr. Speaker, our community will dearly miss 

Jan’s tremendous energy and bright smile. 
Her upbeat attitude and persistence will con-
tinue to live in each and every person she 
touched. 

f 

DR. BENJY FRANCES BROOKS 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL GME SUP-
PORT REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 
2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 23, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 4100, the Foundation of 
the Federal Bar Association Charter Amend-
ments Act of 2017. 

H.R. 4100 amends title 36 of the United 
States Code to revise the Federal charter for 
the Foundation of the Federal Bar Association, 
to prohibit the use of race, color, religion, sex, 
disability, age, sexual orientation, or national 
origin in determining eligibility for service as 
an officer or director. 

The Federal Bar Association is the nation’s 
premiere association for practitioners of fed-
eral law and as such should be open to all re-
gardless of sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity. 

Currently, the FBA recognizes the impor-
tance of nondiscrimination and has adopted a 
diversity statement that includes race, gender, 
ethnicity, national origin, religion, age, dis-
ability, sexual orientation, and gender identity. 

Diversity statements are valuable but they 
do not carry the weight of law. 

The addition of a nondiscrimination provi-
sion to the FBA Charter is an important action 
and when gender identity is an enumerated 
protected characteristic in the law, transgender 
people will be protected from discrimination. 

Discrimination on the basis of gender iden-
tity is a form of sex discrimination, and laws 
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex 
protect transgender people. 

Numerous federal circuit and district courts 
opinions have held that our nation’s nondis-
crimination laws that prohibit discrimination on 
the basis of sex protect transgender people 
from discrimination, including Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Equal Credit Op-
portunity Act, and Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972. 

The EEOC determined in Macy v. Holder 
that Title VII’s prohibitions on sex discrimina-
tion also prohibit discrimination on the basis of 
gender identity. 

This decision is binding on the federal gov-
ernment with respect to employment practices. 

Our laws work best when there are clear ex-
pectations. 

While gender identity will be covered by the 
sex nondiscrimination provision, it is better to 
enumerate gender identity. 

Listing out protected characteristics helps 
those making determinations about member-
ship understand their obligations and those 
seeking membership understand their rights. 

By passing H.R. 4100, we can prevent dis-
crimination by ensuring gender identity is a 
protected characteristic. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in voting for 
H.R. 4100. 
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HONORING GERALDINE JAMES 

PETTIE 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to remember Geraldine James Pettie, a long-
time Washingtonian, a dedicated public serv-
ant, a devoted spouse, a loving mother, an at-
tentive grandmother and great grandmother, a 
cherished sister, an adored friend and neigh-
bor. Mrs. Pettie passed away quietly on July 
18, 2018, at her home in Washington, DC at 
the age of 91. 

I never had the honor of meeting Mrs. 
Pettie, but my chief of staff, Victor Castillo, 
has shared many wonderful stories and anec-
dotes with me about his wonderful, welcoming 
neighbor. In tribute to Mrs. Pettie’s life efforts 
and to share with my colleagues and the na-
tion the story of Geraldine Pettie, I would like 
to include in the RECORD the obituary memori-
alizing her which was included in program for 
her funeral services at Mount Zion United 
Methodist Church today. 

A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF GERALDINE 
JAMES PETTIE 

MAY 5, 1927–JULY 18, 2018 
Geraldine Audrey James Pettie was born 

May 5, 1927, in Sandy Level, Virginia. She 
was the first child of the late Morris E. and 
Veatrice Jackson James. Geraldine was 
united in marriage to the late Lynwood E. 
Pettie on August 18, 1950, and to that union 
two children were born. 

Gerry, as she was affectionately known, at-
tended the public schools of Pittsylvania 
County, Virginia, and received her Bach-
elor’s degree from Virginia State College in 
1946. She taught in the Pittsylvania County 
school system until moving to Washington, 
DC, in 1951. It was then Gerry began her ca-
reer with the Department of Defense, retir-
ing from the National Security Agency in 
1979 after 27 years of service. Although Gerry 
could not share details about her responsibil-
ities at NSA, the pride she felt for the work 
she did was obvious. 

Upon moving to Washington, DC, Gerry 
joined Mount Zion United Methodist Church 
and was an active member until the un-
timely death of her husband in 1989. She also 
maintained her affiliation with the Ridge-
way United Methodist Church back home. 

After retiring, she was able to dedicate 
more time to her greatest joys—her grand-
children, the Kappa Alpha Psi Silhouettes, 
and antiquing. Gerry and Lynwood loved 
finding and restoring antiques. They trav-
eled extensively in pursuit of their hobby 
and together opened a small antique store— 
LYN & GERRY—in Maryland. Some of their 
antiquing trips were combined with Kappa 
and Silhouette activities, often arriving at 
conference hotels with a car packed full of 
their ‘‘treasures’’. 

Gerry devoted herself to her family. Her 
daughters and grandchildren were the pride 
of her life. Gerry was always armed with a 
collection of her kids’ business cards and 
graduation photos which she proudly shared. 
In her final years, her greatest happiness 
came from the years spent living with her 
devoted sister, Lucille, in Gretna, Virginia. 
Lucille’s in-laws embraced Gerry and treated 
her as one of their own. They became known 
as the ‘‘Golden Girls’’ and everyone around 
town enjoyed witnessing their obvious love 
for each other. 

Gerry departed this life peacefully on 
Wednesday, July 18, 2018. She leaves to cher-

ish her memory, her devoted daughters, 
Deborah Pritchett and Jan Whitley; four 
grandchildren, Kimberly Pritchett, Derek 
Whitley, Dara Whitley Champ, and Dana 
Whitley; one great-grandchild, Anthony 
Champ, Jr.; one sister, Lucille J. Younger; 
one brother, Morris E. James (Rosa) and one 
son-in-law, Michael Pritchett; one grandson- 
in-law, Anthony Champ; two nephews, Ron-
ald Turner (Rita) and Lindell Younger; one 
niece, Lisa Turner; and a host of other rel-
atives and friends. 

Mrs. Pettie was laid to rest at Fort Lincoln 
Cemetery in Brentwood, Maryland alongside 
her beloved spouse Lynwood. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EARLE FRANCIS 
JONES ON THE RECEIPT OF THE 
REGINALD ‘‘REG’’ GILLIAM 
AWARD FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVE-
MENT 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize my dear friend, Earle Francis Jones 
who today is being honored by the Wash-
ington Government Relations Group with the 
Reginald ‘‘Reg’’ Gilliam Award for Lifetime 
Achievement for his decades of government 
relations work in Washington. Mr. Jones is 
most deserving of this great honor and I ask 
my colleagues to join me in offering our con-
gratulations. 

Mr. Jones was born in Washington, D.C. to 
Earle Sr. and the former Sylvia Carroll and 
raised here in our Nation’s Capital. He is a 
product of the District of Columbia Public 
School system where he attended historic 
Coolidge High School and exceled in sports, 
music, and community service. Mr. Jones was 
highly academic and upon graduating from 
High School, went on to attend the internation-
ally renowned American University. He later 
attended the University of California at Berke-
ley where he received his Juris Doctor Degree 
from the Boalt Hall School of Law. 

Following law school, Mr. Jones began 
practicing at the firm of Holland and Hart in 
Denver, Colorado. He eventually left the firm 
to serve the Regional Transportation District 
as one of their legal representatives. He then 
entered into private practice. 

Mr. Jones then served for two years on the 
Judicial Ethics Advisory Board as the Ethics 
Counselor for Colorado lawyers. He was rec-
ommended by a justice of the Colorado Su-
preme Court to serve in this important posi-
tion. Earle served in that capacity for two 
years and was also an adjunct Law Professor 
at the University of Denver. 

Returning to the National Capital Region, 
Mr. Jones joined Tele-Communications, Inc. 
(TCI) in 1989 where he served as Division Di-
rector for Government Affairs and then its 
Federal Communications Commission Wash-
ington Counsel. He then served as Director of 
Government Affairs for TCl’s five-state Mid-At-
lantic region. 

For three years, Mr. Jones led Washington, 
DC’s District Cablevision as its General Man-
ager and oversaw Comcast’s acquisition of 
District Cablevision from AT&T in 2001. 

Mr. Jones joined Comcast as Vice President 
of Government Affairs for its Eastern Division, 

and in January 2009, he joined Comcast Cor-
poration’s Washington Federal Government 
Affairs office where he continues to serve with 
distinction as their senior public policy rep-
resentative on Capitol Hill. 

Over decades of work, Mr. Jones has devel-
oped strong relationships with members of 
Congress and their staff. This is particularly 
true among members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus who regularly seek his advice 
and counsel. 

Mr. Speaker, I have had the high honor of 
knowing and working with Mr. Jones for more 
than a decade. As a member of Congress, I 
have many relationships on Capitol Hill, but 
none exceed the bond of friendship that I 
enjoy with Mr. Jones; he is one of the kindest 
individuals I’ve ever come to know. I’ve always 
been impressed by his honesty, integrity, and 
commitment to others. 

Mr. Jones has generously given his time to 
serve on the Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation Corporate Advisory Council where 
he advised the CBCF’s Board of Directors on 
policy, special initiatives, and leadership devel-
opment. There is no doubt that his service on 
the Council furthered the CBCF’s mission to 
advance the global black community by devel-
oping leaders, informing policy, and educating 
the public. His professional drive is exceeded 
only by his love for family. 

Mr. Jones is married to the former Linda 
Eatmon whose family is from my congres-
sional district in Winton, North Carolina. They 
were married in 1998 and together have one 
son Steve, daughter-in-law Heather, and two 
grandchildren, Ryan and Rachael. 

Mr. Jones’ steadfast leadership and dogged 
commitment to honesty and integrity enabled 
him to earn the trust and respect of his 
friends, colleagues, congressional staffers, 
and countless members of Congress. Like so 
many others, I am honored to know Earle 
Jones and call him my friend. 

On behalf of the United States House of 
Representatives and the people of the First 
Congressional District of North Carolina, I con-
gratulate Earle Francis Jones upon his selec-
tion to receive the Reginald ‘‘Reg’’ Gilliam 
Award for Lifetime Achievement. It could not 
go to a more deserving individual. 

f 

IN REMEMBERANCE OF COLONEL 
DAVID ELLIS 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
solemn remembrance of the life of Colonel 
David Alton Ellis, a retired Air Force veteran, 
husband, father, and grandfather from Fred-
ericksburg, Virginia. Mr. Alton admirably 
served in the U.S. Air Force and will be re-
membered for his selfless devotion to his com-
munity. 

Colonel Ellis was born on October 30, 1937, 
in Fredericksburg, Virginia. He is an alumnus 
of the University of Tennessee, where he 
earned a B.S. in Liberal Arts. He received his 
master’s degree in International Affairs from 
Catholic University. Col. Ellis spent over 31 
years in the Air Force where he served in Air 
Defense Surveillance. After his time in the Air 
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Force, Col. Ellis worked on the Joint Leader-
ship Council of Veterans Service Organiza-
tions (JLC), represented the National Associa-
tion for Uniformed Services (NAUS) and 
helped advocate for veterans issues at the 
state level with the Governor and the Virginia 
General Assembly. His advocacy and support 
through the JLC was vital to several areas of 
state veteran’s services, especially benefit 
services, the Virginia Veteran and Family Sup-
port program, state veteran’s cemeteries, and 
the Virginia War Memorial. 

Col. Ellis is survived by his wife Sally; 
daughter Tracy; stepsons Stephen, Jeff, and 
Shawn; nine grandchildren; and sister Louise. 
I extend my deepest condolences to his family 
members and anyone who had the privilege of 
knowing this fine gentleman. Col. Ellis was a 
very loved man whose service both to his 
community and our nation, will be dearly 
missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I implore you and my col-
leagues to join me as we honor the memory 
of Colonel David Alton Ellis. 

f 

IN HONOR OF WENDELL LAW-
RENCE’S SERVICE TO KENTUCKY 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Wendell Lawrence upon his retirement 
as Executive Director of the Lincoln Trail Area 
Development District (LTADD) on August 1, 
2018, after 35 years of service and more than 
20 years as Executive Director. LTADD pro-
vides economic and workforce development 
services for Breckinridge, Grayson, Hardin, 
Larue, Meade, Nelson, and Washington Coun-
ties in Kentucky’s Second District. 

Wendell began his lifetime of service in the 
U.S. Army and retired as a captain from the 
U.S. Army Reserve after serving for 23 years. 
He has worked for LTADD since 1983, where 
he has proven himself an invaluable member 
of our local community and advocate for the 
region. Under his leadership, LTADD has 
grown and has helped countless Kentuckians 
find jobs.. Wendell has worked with Fort Knox, 
other community stakeholders, and the gov-
ernment to direct resources to the Lincoln Trail 
area, and our community is better off for his 
service. 

I want to thank Wendell for his years of 
service to our community. He will be missed, 
but I wish him and his family the best in his 
retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ST. LAW-
RENCE CENTRE ON THE OPENING 
OF ITS NEW SPORTS COMPLEX 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate the St. Lawrence Cen-
tre Shopping and Entertainment Mall on the 
grand opening of its new Sports Complex. 

The St. Lawrence Centre is a mall in 
Massena, New York, that has experienced im-

pressive business growth since it was built in 
1990. To continue serving the residents of St. 
Lawrence County, the St. Lawrence Centre is 
opening a brand new Sports Complex at-
tached to the mall. The Complex features a 
1,300 person-capacity field turf that can host 
activities year-round ranging from professional 
sports to children’s birthday parties. The open-
ing of this complex, along with the addition of 
new stores to the mall, will bring together 
members of the community and help stimulate 
the local economy. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to congratulate the St. Lawrence Centre on 
the grand opening of its new Sports Complex. 
Efforts to expand the mall exemplify success-
ful business growth in Northern New York, and 
I look forward to seeing the St. Lawrence Cen-
tre continue to flourish. 

f 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE 
COIN ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2018 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
will vote against the 39th short term extension 
of the National Flood Insurance Program that 
did not provide any reform whatsoever. 

I’ve been working to improve the flood insur-
ance program for over 20 years. The current 
program is ever deeper in debt, does not pro-
vide the right incentives to move people out of 
harm’s way, and misses an opportunity for at 
least a small set of incremental improvements 
to save money and make America’s families 
and businesses safer. 

I know this extension will pass but I want to 
register in the strongest possible terms my in-
sistence that we get on with the business of 
having a sustainable safe flood insurance pro-
gram that is so important to so many Ameri-
cans. The time to start this is now and this 
short-term extension fails that test. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, 
July 24, 2018, I was unable to vote. Had I 
been present, I would have voted as follows: 
on roll call no. 368, YEA; on roll call no. 369, 
YEA; on roll call no. 370, YEA; on roll call no. 
371, YEA; and on roll call no. 372, YEA. 

f 

HONORING MAGISTRATE JUDGE 
JAMES E. SEIBERT 

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my long time friend, Judge James E. 
Seibert as he transitions into retirement after 

33 years of service to the people of West Vir-
ginia. 

Judge Seibert graduated from West Virginia 
University’s College of Law in 1969. 

Upon graduation, he joined the Law Firm of 
Seibert and Kasserman in Wheeling, West Vir-
ginia. 

In 1985, Judge Seibert entered public serv-
ice as a Magistrate Judge for the Northern 
District of West Virginia. 

But as much as he is recognized for his 
service on the bench, he is known for his con-
tributions to the community, having served as: 
Chairman of the Ohio County Bar Association, 
President of the Wheeling-Ohio County Plan-
ning Commission, Chairman of Saint Vincent’s 
Home, The Mental Hygiene Commissioner, 
President of the Wheeling Auto Club, and 
served on the Board for the Oglebay Park 
Children’s Association. 

I thank, Judge Seibert for his 33 years of 
service and wish him, his wife Jenny, his three 
adult children, and three grandkids all the 
best. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
July 23, 2018 I missed a series of Roll Call 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘YEA’’ on No. 366 and 367. 

On July 24, 2018 I missed a series of Roll 
Call votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘YEA’’ on No. 368, 369, 370, 371, and 
372. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY WORK AND LEGACY OF 
VICTOR VILLARREAL 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I cele-
brate the extraordinary work and legacy of 
Victor Villarreal, Ph.D. This Lone Star State 
native has led a life of continual service to 
Central Texas. His leadership, vision, and 
commitment to hard work has made the grow-
ing city of Leander, TX a great place to live 
and work. 

Dr. Vic served the City of Leander as a 
councilmember from 2005–2009, which in-
cluded a term as Mayor Pro-Tem. Knowing 
that Leander deserves a first-class higher-edu-
cation institution, his tenure was focused on 
bringing an Austin Community College (ACC) 
campus to his beloved community. 

Dr. Vic unselfishly gave countless hours 
over the span of a decade toward making an 
ACC campus in Leander a reality. Those who 
worked alongside him describe the time, plan-
ning, and effort he put in to bringing a college 
campus to Leander as a true labor of love. Dr. 
Vic’s leadership led to the establishment of 
ACC’s San Gabriel campus; classes will begin 
in Fall 2018. His commitment to higher edu-
cation in Leander didn’t end there as Dr. Vic 
served as a member and a Vice Chairman of 
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the ACC Board of Trustees before becoming 
Chairman. 

Many go through life wondering if they’ve 
made difference; Dr. Vic doesn’t have that 
problem. I’m glad civic-minded leaders like 
him are working hard to improve their commu-
nities. He’s led Leander to new heights and 
positioned his beloved city to continue into a 
bright future. I salute his work, congratulate 
him on his achievements, and wish him noth-
ing but the best for the years ahead. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2018 SISTER 
CITIES INTERNATIONAL ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 2018 Sister Cities International 
Annual Conference. For 2018, the conference 
will take place in my hometown of Aurora, Col-
orado, from the 2nd to the 4th of August. This 
is both Aurora’s and Colorado’s first time 
hosting this important international conference. 
I look forward to participating in it as a guest 
and as a speaker. 

First established in 1984, the Sister Cities 
International Annual Conference joins together 
numerous government officials, national lead-
ers, business leaders, and diplomats for dia-
logue on many important global issues. The 
focus of this year’s conference is Cities Lead-
ing the Way. It will showcase how, ‘‘in an era 
of unrest, cities across the globe are leading 
efforts to create smarter, healthier, more inclu-
sive, and more innovative communities.’’ 

I am proud to attend this prestigious event 
and look forward to observing how its partici-
pants will offer ideas on how to resolve impor-
tant global issues and promote cross-cultural 
dialogue at the highest level. Colorado is a 
world leader in a variety of fields, including ag-
riculture, energy, medical research, natural re-
sources, and tourism. There are numerous 
tours and guest speakers Colorado will pro-
vide to inform and assist the participants as 
they develop ideas and solutions. I am con-
fident that all will look back upon the conclu-
sion of the conference and recognize that Au-
rora was a wonderful place to meet. 

The Conference made the decision to award 
the 2018 event to Aurora thanks to the efforts 
of many, but I want to note particularly the 
leadership of my late friend and Aurora’s big-
gest booster, Mayor Stephen Hogan. I know it 
would have meant a great deal to Mayor 
Hogan to have participated in and to have 
opened this conference. I am confident that 
Aurora’s new Mayor, Bob LeGare, will ensure 
that it will be a great success. Finally, I wish 
to recognize the work of Sister Cities Inter-
national led by Board Chair, Tim Quigley, and 
Aurora Sister Cities International led by Board 
Chair, Dr. Christopher Ward. 

TRIBUTE TO YOUNG STAFF MEM-
BERS FOR THEIR CONTRIBU-
TIONS ON BEHALF OF THE PEO-
PLE OF THE 18TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as Mem-
bers of Congress we know well, perhaps bet-
ter than most, how blessed our nation is to 
have in reserve such exceptional young men 
and women who will go on to become leaders 
in their local communities, states, and the na-
tion in the areas of business, education, gov-
ernment, philanthropy, the arts and culture, 
and the military. 

We know this because we see them and 
benefit from their contributions every day. 
Many of them work for us in our offices as jun-
ior staff members, congressional fellows, or in-
terns and they do amazing work for and on 
behalf of the constituents we are privileged to 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there is no higher 
calling than the call to serve a cause larger 
than ourselves. That is why I ran for public of-
fice. I was inspired to serve by President Ken-
nedy who said, ‘‘Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country,’’ and by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. who said, ‘‘Everybody can be great 
because anybody can serve. . . . You only 
need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by 
love.’’ 

By this measure, there are several other 
great young men and women who served as 
volunteers this year in my offices. They may 
toil in obscurity but their contributions to the 
constituents we serve are deeply appreciated. 
That is why today I rise to pay tribute to 13 
extraordinary young persons for their service 
to my constituents in the 18th Congressional 
District of Texas and to the American people. 
They are: 

Callie Lucia from Texas Christian University; 
Kelly Clifford from New York University; Mat-
thew Marion from the University of Colorado; 
Farah Mechref from Texas Tech University; 
Chaniqua Nelson from Howard University; 
Zohair Alam from the University of Houston; 
Sabri Siraj from Arizona State University; 
Naomi Stelivan from Fisk University; Andy 
Hong from Brown University; Mariam Boguifo 
from Texas Tech University; Rishal Jagtap 
from Langley High School; Ritwik Jagtap from 
Langley High School; and Fangxin ‘Amy’ Yu 
from The Madeira School. 

Mr. Speaker, the energy, intelligence, and 
idealism these wonderful young people 
brought to my office and those interning in the 
offices of my colleagues help keep our democ-
racy vibrant. The insights, skills, and knowl-
edge of the governmental process they gain 
from their experiences will last a lifetime and 
prove invaluable to them as they go about 
making their mark in this world. 

Because of persons like them the future of 
our country is bright and its best days lie 
ahead. I wish them all well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that such 
thoughtful committed young men and women 
can be found working in my office, those of 
my colleagues, and in every community in 

America. Their good works will keep America 
great, good, and forever young. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
July 26, 2018 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JULY 31 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Communications, Tech-

nology, Innovation, and the Internet 
To hold hearings to examine the internet 

and digital communications, focusing 
on the impact of global internet gov-
ernance. 

SR–253 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine reducing 

health care costs, focusing on decreas-
ing administrative spending. 

SD–430 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
immigration enforcement and family 
reunification efforts. 

SH–216 

AUGUST 1 

9:45 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Business meeting to consider S. 2242, to 

amend the Omnibus Public Land Man-
agement Act of 2009 to clarify the au-
thority of the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration with respect to post- 
storm assessments, S. 2773, to improve 
the management of driftnet fishing, S. 
2861, to prosecute, as a Federal crime, 
the assault or intimidation of a pas-
senger train crew member to the same 
extent as such actions against aircraft 
crew members are prosecuted, S. 3119, 
to allow for the taking of sea lions on 
the Columbia River and its tributaries 
to protect endangered and threatened 
species of salmon and other nonlisted 
fish species, S. 3143, to provide for a co-
ordinated Federal program to accel-
erate quantum research and develop-
ment for the economic and national se-
curity of the United States, S. 3265, to 
require the Secretary of Commerce to 
undertake certain activities to support 
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waterfront community revitalization 
and resiliency, S. 3273, to improve the 
safety, efficiency, and reliability of the 
movement of goods through ports and 
intermodal connections to ports, an 
original bill entitled, ‘‘Space Frontier 
Act of 2019’’, and the nominations of 
Rick A. Dearborn, of Oklahoma, to be a 
Director of the Amtrak Board of Direc-
tors, and Martin J. Oberman, of Illi-
nois, to be a Member of the Surface 
Transportation Board. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of R. Clarke Cooper, of Florida, 
to be an Assistant Secretary (Political- 
Military Affairs), and John Cotton 
Richmond, of Virginia, to be Director 
of the Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking, with the rank of Ambas-
sador at Large, both of the Department 
of State. 

SD–419 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine pending 
nominations. 

SD–226 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

Business meeting to consider pending 
calendar business; to be immediately 
followed by a hearing to examine the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
agenda, focusing on protecting the en-

vironment and allowing America’s 
economy to grow. 

SD–406 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Space, Science, and 
Competitiveness 

To hold hearings to examine the search 
for life, focusing on utilizing science to 
explore our solar system and make new 
discoveries. 

SR–253 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 3184, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
modify the requirements for applica-
tions for construction of State home 
facilities to increase the maximum per-
centage of nonveterans allowed to be 
treated at such facilities, S. 1596, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
increase certain funeral benefits for 
veterans, S. 2881, to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to seek to 
enter into an agreement with the city 
of Vallejo, California, for the transfer 
of Mare Island Naval Cemetery in 
Vallejo, California, S. 1952, to improve 
oversight and accountability of the fi-
nancial processes of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, S. 1990, to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to increase 
the amounts payable by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for depend-
ency and indemnity compensation, to 
modify the requirements for depend-
ency and indemnity compensation for 
survivors of certain veterans rated to-

tally disabled at the time of death, S. 
2485, to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to provide payment of Medal of 
Honor special pension under such title 
to the surviving spouse of a deceased 
Medal of Honor recipient, S. 2748, to 
amend title 10, United States Code, to 
require members of the Armed Forces 
to receive additional training under 
the Transition Assistance Program, S. 
514, to direct the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to carry out a pilot program to 
provide access to magnetic EEG/EKG- 
guided resonance therapy to veterans, 
H.R. 299, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify presumptions 
relating to the exposure of certain vet-
erans who served in the vicinity of the 
Republic of Vietnam, H.R. 5418, to di-
rect the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to carry out the Medical Surgical 
Prime Vendor program using multiple 
prime vendors, an original bill entitled, 
‘‘Veterans Dental Care Eligibility Ex-
pansion and Enhancement Act of 2018’’, 
an original bill entitled, ‘‘VA Hiring 
Enhancement Act’’, an original bill to 
require the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to establish a program to award 
grants to persons to provide and co-
ordinate the provision of suicide pre-
vention services for veterans 
transitioning from service in the 
Armed Forces who are at risk of sui-
cide and for their families, and an 
original bill entitled, ‘‘Modernization 
of Medical Records Access for Veterans 
Act’’. 

SR–418 
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