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HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
MASTER TROOPER DARREN ALLEN 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the exceptional service and the retire-
ment of Master Trooper Darren Allen after 22 
years of distinctive service from the Kentucky 
State Police (KSP). 

Since February 1996, Master Trooper Allen 
has faithfully served the citizens of the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. Throughout his career 
he has been awarded with the KSP Meri-
torious Service with a ‘‘V’’ Device, a Lifesaving 
Medal, and three Commissioner Commenda-
tions for his outstanding service. 

Master Trooper Allen earned many of these 
distinctions while serving in the KSP East 
Drug Enforcement/Special Investigation (DESI) 
Section and the KSP Cannabis Suppression 
Branch. His expert knowledge and detective 
work were instrumental in helping to prevent 
the use and further distribution of countless 
narcotics throughout the Commonwealth, and 
likely the United States, for many years. 

I had the pleasure of first getting to know 
Master Trooper Allen when he was assigned 
to serve on the prestigious Kentucky Gov-
ernor’s Executive Security Detail in 2003 when 
we both served at the pleasure of Governor 
Ernie Fletcher. Since then, Master Trooper 
Allen has been a friend and an advisor to me 
and my staff on law enforcement issues and 
how to best combat the narcotics crisis in this 
nation. 

On behalf of the citizens of the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Kentucky, I sincerely 
thank Master Trooper Allen for his service and 
devotion to the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
and for always holding the ‘‘Thin Gray Line’’ 
with honor and integrity. 

f 

JOHN CALL, U.S. ARMY WORLD 
WAR II VETERAN 

HON. JAMES COMER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
member the life of Mr. John Call who passed 
away a year ago on September 3, 2017, at 
the age of 96. A resident of Cedar Creek, Mr. 
Call diligently managed his farming operation 
and retired from the Jim Beam Distillery. 

Throughout his career, he was not only a 
hard-working farmer, but a true patriot who 
rose beyond the call of duty. Serving in the 
United States Army during World War II in 
Alaska, he helped build the Alaska Highway, 
and served as a barber and member of the 
military police. 

Mr. Call’s valiant service in the United 
States Army is evidence of his dedication to 

safeguarding our nation’s freedoms and val-
ues and is worthy of our deepest respect and 
admiration. His patriotic spirit and dedication 
to his country were rivaled only by his fervent 
commitment to his family and his faith. A de-
voted member of the Cedar Creek Baptist 
Church, Mr. Call was an exemplary community 
servant who continually sought opportunities 
to better the lives of his fellow citizens. 

I join with his family and loved ones—includ-
ing his wife, Iva Lee Call, his children, and his 
extended family—in celebrating his lifetime of 
accomplishments and recognizing his valiant 
service to our nation. His outstanding legacy 
of service and compassion lives on in each 
member of his family and in all those who 
knew him. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SARAH AND GEORGE 
DEWITT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Sarah and 
George DeWitt of Council Bluffs, Iowa on the 
very special occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 

Sarah and George’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, I hope it is filled with happy memo-
ries. May their commitment grow even strong-
er, as they continue to love, cherish, and 
honor one another for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

HONORING THE 90TH BIRTHDAY OF 
MARCUS D. MOREMAN 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 90th birthday of Marcus 
D. Moreman. 

Marcus was born on October 13, 1928 in 
Waverly, Alabama. After finishing high school 
in Auburn, Alabama, he went into the Army as 
a private in 1945 at the age of 16. 

In 1950, he finished at Auburn University 
and was recalled into the Army during the Ko-
rean War. During his service in Korea, he re-
ceived a direct commission as 2nd Lieutenant. 
Later in the Army, he attended the Command 
and General Staff College and Army Lan-
guage School where he learned to speak Rus-
sian. 

In 1968 through 69, he served as a Bat-
talion Commander and a Brigade Executive 
officer in the 3rd Infantry Division in Germany. 

Marcus served two tours of duty in Vietnam 
as an infantry officer and received a number 
of combat awards to include the Combat In-
fantry Badge, Vietnamese Silver and Bronze 
Star medal for gallantry, four United States 
Bronze Stars medals for Valor, five Air Med-
als, the Legion of Merit and two Army Com-
mendation medals. He planned and partici-
pated in 62 helicopter combat assaults on 
North Vietnamese forces and was shot down 
twice during these operations. 

He retired from the Army in 1971, and 
served as Commandant of Cadets or Senior 
Army Instructor at Lyman Ward Military Acad-
emy until 1991. After leaving Lyman Ward, he 
returned to Waverly and served as mayor from 
1991 to 2000. 

Marcus is a member of Waverly Methodist 
Church, Waverly Community Club, American 
Legion and a former member of the Waverly 
Town Council, Waverly Planning Commission 
and Chamber County Development Authority. 

On October 20th, family and friends will 
gather to celebrate his birthday at The 
Moreman Home in Waverly. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing 
Marcus a very happy birthday. 

f 

HONORING CHEF JOSÉ ANDRÉS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Chef José Andrés for his 
selfless contributions to the disaster relief ef-
forts for the Carr Fire and Mendocino Complex 
Fire in Northern California. 

Born and raised in the northern region of 
Asturias, Spain, Mr. Andrés is an internation-
ally recognized chef and culinary innovator. 
Following his graduation in 1989 from Escola 
de Restauració i Hostalatge in Barcelona, Mr. 
Andrés began his career as an admiral’s chef 
in the Spanish Navy. In 1991, Mr. Andrés 
moved to the U.S. where he transformed the 
standards of authentic Spanish food. 

Mr. Andrés is known for his innovative cui-
sine and his award-winning restaurants. He 
has been honored with multiple awards, in-
cluding the 2017 Lifetime Achievement Award 
from International Association of Culinary Pro-
fessionals and the 2015 National Humanities 
Medal. 

Mr. Andrés is a committed advocate of food 
and hunger issues world-wide and a pas-
sionate humanitarian. In 2012, he formed 
World Central Kitchen, a non-profit that pro-
vides solutions to hunger and poverty through 
the power of food to empower communities 
and strengthen economies. 

Mr. Andrés has been instrumental in pro-
viding for evacuees, firefighters and first re-
sponders of the devastating Northern Cali-
fornia wildfires. Mr. Andrés and World Central 
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Kitchen have fed thousands of displaced peo-
ple and first responders for the Carr, Ranch 
and River Fires. World Central Kitchen joined 
forces with Guy Fieri, Operation BBQ Relief, 
local chefs and residents to provide meals to 
those affected by the fire. World Central Kitch-
en, with the assistance of these groups, pre-
pared and served over 2,000 meals per day. 

Mr. Speaker, José Andrés has contributed 
tremendously to help our community that has 
been affected by the fires in Northern Cali-
fornia. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that 
we honor him here today. 

f 

COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY ‘‘E’’ 
AWARD TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Colorado Mesa University for its receipt 
of the President’s ‘‘E’’ Award for 2018. The 
‘‘E’’ Award is the nation’s highest recognition 
bestowed on those making significant con-
tributions toward expanding American exports. 

Institutions of higher education who have re-
ceived the award are often represented by 
larger, internationally well-known universities. 
With an enrollment of just under 11,000, Colo-
rado Mesa University, located in the relatively 
small city of Grand Junction, Colorado, has 
demonstrated its ability to compete with the 
biggest and best in the nation. 

Through its International Student Admis-
sions and Programs office, Colorado Mesa 
University has steadily increased the number 
of international students enrolled, representing 
over 30 different countries. While completing 
their studies, these students contribute signifi-
cantly to the local economy, but importantly, 
they also develop local relationships and an 
appreciation of the many goods and services 
offered from our nation’s smaller communities 
and the small businesses that call them home. 

When these students return to their home 
countries and begin their professional careers, 
those relationships forged during their studies 
can translate into export opportunities for 
small businesses in Grand Junction and many 
other small communities in America, who, de-
spite their rich potential, are all too often over-
looked. Colorado Mesa University serves an 
invaluable role in putting Grand Junction, Col-
orado on the international map and creating 
new and exciting opportunities for local busi-
nesses. 

Mr. Speaker, Colorado Mesa University has 
shown that rural America and our nation’s 
many wonderful small and mid-size colleges 
can stand shoulder-to-shoulder with their 
urban and larger counterparts in growing 
American exports. I am honored to recognize 
their achievement of the President’s ‘‘E’’ 
Award. 

f 

HONORING VELMA DAVIS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable commu-

nity servant, Velma Davis. Velma has shown 
what can be done through hard work, dedica-
tion and the desire to live a long and fruitful 
life. 

Velma Davis was born in 1903 in the Thorn-
ton Community of Holmes County. She re-
ceived her education at the St. Francis Catho-
lic School and attended the Yazoo High 
School Number Two. Ms. Davis continued her 
education with courses from Holmes Commu-
nity College, Jackson State University and the 
Tuskegee Alabama Institute. 

Ms. Davis entered adulthood during a time 
of great change in Mississippi. It was the era 
when most of her daily activities took place in 
segregated facilities. In 1957, Ms. Davis 
began working at the Kings Daughters Hos-
pital in Yazoo City where she worked for 13 
years. She was one of the first African Ameri-
cans hired to work at Kings Daughters, and 
she witnessed the changes that slowly took 
place as the hospital opened its door to the 
entire community. 

After several years had passed, she went to 
work at the E & W Plant in Yazoo City, where 
she was involved in the production of clothing. 
In 1973, she began working for the Headstart 
in Yazoo City, when it was a part of the Com-
munity Action and Cooperative Program. 
While working at Headstart for over 36 years, 
Velma maintained a very active social life 
while being a mother to five children. 

She was involved with the American Legion 
Post No. 201 Women’s Auxiliary and the 
Yazoo Community Action Program, and during 
that time she worked part time for 24 years 
with the Warren Yazoo Mental Health. 

Velma’s long job history includes working for 
the Centers for Disease Control in Adult Im-
munizations, part-time sales clerk for two 
years at the Black and White Department 
Store, and a CNA for the Betty Pyles Nursing 
Register for 5 years at the Care Inn in Yazoo 
City. Ms. Davis worked on the Community Re-
sponse Emergency Team for six years, an 
American Red Cross CPR and First Aid In-
structor for five years and she worked with the 
Deep South Organization for four years. 

In 2010, Velma retired from Headstart, after 
three decades of service to the children of 
Yazoo City. After retirement she got involved 
with NCBA Program, which trains seniors to 
do different things so they can be employed. 
In 2012, she began working at the Yazoo 
County Human Resources Agency as the ac-
tivity coordinator where she hosts several ac-
tivities for seniors such as health screenings, 
birthday outings and more. 

She is an active member of Beulah Land 
Baptist Church, where she is the vice presi-
dent of the church choir. Ms. Davis works with 
MAP Headstart as the Chairperson over the 
Health Advisory Committee, and holds the of-
fice of Treasury of the Yazoo County TRIAD 
through the District Attorney’s Office. She is 
also a member of the Yazoo County Fair and 
Civic Leach choir. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Velma Davis for her dedi-
cation and tenacity to serving her community 
and desire to be an example for all. 

IN HONOR OF JAMES W. MELE FOR 
30 YEARS OF COMMUNITY LEAD-
ERSHIP 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
along with my colleague Mr. DENHAM, to honor 
the service of Sheriff James Mele for his 30 
years of outstanding leadership in Tuolumne 
County. 

In 1988, he joined the Tuolumne County 
Sheriff’s Office as a Jail Deputy Recruit. In just 
two years he was promoted to Jail Sergeant 
and then upon graduation from POST Acad-
emy in 1990 to Deputy Sheriff. He was a 
member of the SWAT team and was promoted 
to Investigator where he was appointed to a 
drug task force called ACNET. After serving 
as an Investigator he was promoted to Ser-
geant. As a Sergeant he supervised in patrol 
and then as a Narcotics Sergeant in 2003, 
and Investigations Sergeant in 2005. 

Elected Sheriff in 2006, Jim devotedly 
served the citizens of Tuolumne County for 
another 12 years. As Sheriff he founded: the 
Crisis Negotiation Team, the Public Informa-
tion and Community Outreach team, and the 
Rural and Agricultural Crimes Unit. He re-
invented the K9 program and initiated the 
Risk, Vulnerability, Assessment, Strategy for 
school violence. Jim fought for the Sheriff 
‘‘J.H’’ Dambacher Detention Center scheduled 
to open in 2019. 

Jim earned his BA in Criminal Justice Man-
agement at the Union Institute & University in 
2000; his Executive Master of Leadership from 
the University of Southern California in 2014; 
and in 2017 graduated from the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation’s National Academy in 
Quantico, Virginia. 

Jim was awarded the California Association 
of Tactical Officers ‘‘Darrell F. Gates Memorial 
Police Executive of the Year.’’ As Sheriff, he 
served as a member of the California State 
Sheriffs Association, The California Law En-
forcement Telecommunications System 911 
Board, and the California Narcotics Officer As-
sociation. 

Alongside his service to keeping his com-
munity safe, Jim has also led several laudable 
activities: as a Sonora High School football 
coach, a youth baseball and soccer coach, a 
Bishop in his Church, a High Councilman of 
Girls Camp Liahona, a member of the Civic 
Advisory Board at Adventist Health and So-
nora Rotary, and a Scout Master In the Boy 
Scouts of America; bolstered by his experi-
ence of achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Mr. Speaker, Sheriff James Mele has an in-
comparable record of protecting and serving 
his community. He has set an example of out-
standing leadership for us all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHERYL AND 
LEONARD RICHARDSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Sheryl and 
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Leonard Richardson of College Springs, Iowa 
on the very special occasion of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. 

Sheryl and Leonard’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, I hope it is filled with happy memo-
ries. May their commitment grow even strong-
er, as they continue to love, cherish, and 
honor one another for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to be on the House floor for the first vote on 
July 23, 2018, because my flight from Oregon 
was delayed. If I had been present I would 
have voted in favor of H.R. 2345, the National 
Suicide Hotline Improvement Act. This bill 
seeks to improve access to emergency serv-
ices for individuals experiencing a mental 
health crisis by requiring the Federal Commu-
nications Commission to study the feasibility of 
creating a three-digit dialing code for a na-
tional suicide prevention and mental health cri-
sis hotline system. I will continue to work with 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
make it easier for individuals to access med-
ical care, including mental health care. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY 
OF LINNIE LEONA GATEWOOD 
GALLUPS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 100th birthday of Linnie 
Leona Gatewood Gallups. 

Leona was born on October 2, 1918. On 
August 8, 1937, she married Samuel Matthew 
Gallups. 

Leona was a homemaker and cared for chil-
dren, including her grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren, during the work day. She 
served as a foster parent and kept the nursery 
at Ladonia Baptist Church where she has 
been a member since 1961. 

After her husband had a massive stroke, 
she took care of him for 15 years. 

Leona loves gardening, flowers and arts and 
crafts. She also loves to bake cakes for oth-
ers. Leona is known around town for her 
crafts. She spends a lot of time watching Fox 
News and is very fond of President Trump. 

Her friends and family are surprising her 
with a birthday party on Sunday, September 
30th at her home in Phenix City, Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing 
Leona a very happy 100th birthday. 

CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF 
ADIRONDACK HALL AT SUNY AD-
IRONDACK 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize SUNY Adirondack on of-
ficially opening Adirondack Hall. 

SUNY Adirondack is a regional leader in 
education. Since its founding in 1961, SUNY 
Adirondack has created opportunities for 
growth and excellence in the North Country. 
Through its community-oriented mission and 
emphasis on workforce development, the Uni-
versity paves the way for students to succeed 
while serving the unique needs of the Adiron-
dack community. 

In support of this mission, SUNY Adirondack 
constructed Adirondack Hall, a new building 
complex that will provide modernized spaces 
for students to innovate and thrive as they 
work toward their goals for the future. Adiron-
dack Hall will feature Business Central and the 
Center for Entrepreneurship, the Office of 
Continuing Education, the Northwest Bay Con-
ference Center, and state-of-the-art class-
rooms and labs in support of science and 
health careers. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to congratulate SUNY Adirondack on opening 
its new facilities. We are grateful to SUNY Adi-
rondack for its commitment to educating the 
North Country community, and look forward to 
seeing students and faculty benefit from this 
new expansion for many years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MEMBERS OF THE 
UTAH INTERNATIONAL MOUN-
TAIN FORUM 

HON. JOHN R. CURTIS 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Samuel Elzinga, Damon Ashcraft, 
and Andrew Jensen, members of the Utah 
International Mountain Forum, a coalition of 
student clubs at Utah Valley University, on 
their recent success at the High-Level Political 
Forum on Sustainable Development under the 
auspices of the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) on July 19, 2018 in 
New York. During general debates at that 
global forum, they highlighted the importance 
of advocating for mountain communities, who 
are among the most impoverished and forgot-
ten communities globally. They demonstrated 
student engaged learning, one of UVU’s core 
philosophies, by planning every aspect of the 
trip, while Dr. Baktybek Abdrisaev, a UVU fac-
ulty member, served them as a mentor to 
guide them through their endeavors. Through 
this engaged learning model, Samuel, Andrew, 
and Damon engaged also such non-govern-
mental organization registered with the 
ECOSOC as the Russian Academy of Natural 
Sciences, the Mountain Institute, and Utah 
China Friendship Improvement Sharing Hands 

Development and Cooperation. As a result, 
those NGOs provided them an opportunity to 
make an oral and written statement, high-
lighting the state of Utah as a model for sus-
tainable mountain development. Utah is con-
sistently ranked as one of the best states for 
doing business and has some of the fastest 
growing communities in the country. I am very 
proud they highlighted how students are able 
and have to be counted as contributors to sus-
tainable development both in Utah and moun-
tain communities worldwide. Below is their oral 
statement, which was presented during 
ECOSOC’s general debate on July 19, 2018: 

MOUNTAIN TARGETS IMPLEMENTATIONS 
THROUGH STUDENT ENGAGED LEARNING 

We thank the Russian Academy of Natural 
Sciences for allowing us to speak in support 
of mountain communities, who are among 
the poorest and most-neglected globally. Cli-
mate change and migration make their liv-
ing conditions even worse. According to a re-
cent study by the FAO-UN and the Mountain 
Partnership (MP) Secretariat, an estimated 
39 percent of the mountain population in de-
veloping countries are vulnerable to food in-
security. From 2000 to 2012, there was a 30– 
percent increase in the number of mountain 
people vulnerable to food insecurity, with 
their population only increasing by 16 per-
cent. 

Two SDGs under the review of this forum 
contain three mountain targets and it must 
address the challenges facing mountain com-
munities: Target 6.6: by 2020, protect and re-
store water related ecosystems, including 
mountains, . . .; Target 15.1: by 2020, ensure 
the conservation, restoration and sustain-
able use of terrestrial and inland freshwater 
ecosystems and their services, in particular 
. . . mountains and drylands. . . .; Target 
15.4: by 2030, ensure the conservation of 
mountain ecosystems, including their bio-
diversity, in order to enhance their capacity 
to provide benefits that are essential for sus-
tainable development. 

Since 2007, Utah Valley University, with 
the support of the Mountain Partnership, in-
volves students, including nontraditional 
ones, in the implementation of mountain 
targets. Members of the Utah International 
Mountain Forum (UIMF), a coalition of stu-
dent clubs at UVU, gain professional skills 
through an engaged learning model by ad-
dressing real-world problems of mountain 
communities with a faculty serving them as 
a mentor. 

UIMF members have already advocated for 
the mountain women during the 62nd session 
of the Commission on the Status of Women. 
Students, jointly with their Kyrgyz peers, 
reported about hosting the International 
Women of the Mountains conferences as an 
implementation of the UN Resolution 
‘‘International Year of Mountains, 2002.’’ The 
2016 UN Secretary-General’s Report on Sus-
tainable Mountain Development featured 
recommendations provided by UIMF in the 
latest conference document about the role 
women play in implementation of two moun-
tain targets. Through the model students 
raised and contributed $250,000 to the moun-
tain targets adoption and implementation. 

The model demonstrates that students are 
able and must play an active role in the im-
plementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development. It can be used by univer-
sities in rural and mountainous states world-
wide to provide similar benefits to students, 
and to transform mountain communities to-
wards sustainable and resilient societies. 
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VIRGINIA STATON DEROSSETT 

HON. JAMES COMER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Virginia Staton DeRossett who 
will soon be celebrating her 95th birthday on 
November 1, 2018. A resident of Clinton 
County in the First District of Kentucky, Ms. 
DeRossett diligently served her country 
throughout her twenty-year tenure at the Pen-
tagon. In addition to her civil service during 
World War II and the Korean war, her three 
brothers served in our nation’s military, further 
solidifying her sense of duty. 

An exemplary community servant, Ms. 
DeRossett retired from the Pentagon in 1962 
and is still an active, engaged member of the 
community who continually seeks opportuni-
ties to better the lives of her fellow citizens. 

Ms. DeRossett’s patriotic spirit and dedica-
tion to her country are rivaled only by her fer-
vent commitment to her family and her con-
servative ideology. I join with her family and 
loved ones—including her daughter and her 
extended family—in celebrating her lifetime of 
accomplishments and recognizing her valiant 
efforts to safeguard our nation’s freedoms. 

f 

HONORING FOOD NETWORK STAR 
CHEF GUY FIERI 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Guy Fieri, a selfless hu-
manitarian and entrepreneur, for his inspiring 
contributions to disaster relief during the ongo-
ing wildfires in Northern California. 

Mr. Fieri is a longtime resident of Sonoma 
and Lake Counties along with his wife, Lori, 
and their two sons, Hunter and Ryder. Mr. 
Fieri’s first restaurant opened in 1996 in the 
heart of Santa Rosa, and he has since grown 
his businesses throughout California and 
around the world. He is a New York Times 
bestselling author, an admired television per-
sonality, and a renowned chef and winemaker. 

Mr. Fieri is also a noble humanitarian who 
began working around the clock to feed first 
responders when the Carr Fire first broke out 
in Shasta County. He then spent days at 
evacuation centers in Lower Lake, Middle-
town, and Kelseyville where he worked along-
side Operation BBQ Relief and World Central 
Kitchen to provide meals for firefighters and 
thousands of evacuees impacted by the 
Ranch and River Fires. 

The ongoing wildfires have been dev-
astating to our communities. Firefighters, first 
responders and public safety officials are 
working day and night to protect our commu-
nities from further damage. The contributions 
of Mr. Fieri have been instrumental in aiding 
these public servants and facilitating evacu-
ations. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Fieri is an exceptional 
member of our community. His contributions to 
disaster relief have been outstanding, and I 
am beyond words of gratitude for his service 
and aid. It is therefore fitting and proper that 
we honor Guy Fieri here today. 

HONORING THE 50TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY OF BILL AND 
SHERLYN JACKSON 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 50th wedding anniversary 
of Bill and Sherlyn Jackson. 

On Friday, August 17, 2018, Bill and 
Sherlyn celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary in Savannah, Georgia. The trip was an 
anniversary gift from their children. 

Bill and Sherlyn met as neighbors growing 
up in Talladega, Alabama, and got to know 
each other through school. They were 5th 
grade sweethearts and started dating their 
senior year of high school and all through col-
lege. 

Bill and Sherlyn were married while Bill was 
finishing law school at the University of Ala-
bama. The Jacksons were blessed with two 
children: Amy and Brad, and four grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating my dear friends, Bill and Sherlyn, on this 
exciting occasion. Happy 50th wedding anni-
versary. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEAN AND KEN 
SWARTOUT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Jean and Ken 
Swartout of Council Bluffs, Iowa on the very 
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on August 2, 1968 
in Council Bluffs. 

Jean and Ken’s lifelong commitment to each 
other and their family truly embodies Iowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 50th anniversary, 
I hope it is filled with happy memories. May 
their commitment grow even stronger, as they 
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RIBBON CUT-
TING CEREMONY FOR THE DEE 
J. KELLY LAW LEARNING CEN-
TER AT GEORGE WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the dedication of the Dee J. Kelly 
Law Learning Center at George Washington 
University Law School. 

Dee J. Kelly, Sr. was a dear friend of mine. 
His dedication and public service to Fort 

Worth pioneered the growth and development 
that we see in the community today. The dedi-
cation of the Dee J. Kelly Law Learning Cen-
ter is well-deserved, and I was honored to be 
invited to the very special event. I include in 
the RECORD the remarks of those who spoke 
at the ceremony last Friday, August 31, 2018. 

REMARKS BY BLAKE MORANT, DEAN OF THE 
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 
It is indeed a great privilege for me to lead 

this dedication ceremony—my first since ar-
riving at GW Law four years ago. Dee J. 
Kelly was an extraordinarily distinguished 
and cherished alumnus of our law school 
whose contributions to GW Law and the 
legal profession were myriad. I will be hon-
ored to say a few words about Mr. Kelly’s il-
lustrious life and career in a moment, but 
first I would like to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to Cindy, Craig, Dee Jr. and the 
rest of the Kelly family for your immense 
generosity. 

Many thanks, as well, to the dedicated fac-
ulty and staff of the GW Law community for 
their invaluable contributions through the 
years. And finally, a special thank you to 
Dean Scott Pagel and Karen Whal for your 
many hours of work with the Kelly family to 
archive and display the fascinating collec-
tion of Dee J. Kelly’s memorabilia. 

The late Dee J. Kelly, who graduated from 
our law school in 1954, was a giant of the 
legal profession, whose myriad accomplish-
ments brought us great pride. Mr. Kelly, who 
founded Kelly Hart & Hallman, was one of 
the most prominent lawyers in Texas with 
offices in Fort Worth, Austin, New Orleans 
and Midland. He was also a force in state pol-
itics as a fundraiser and power broker on the 
local level in Fort Worth and as the friend of 
numerous governors, state officials and U.S. 
presidents. 

In addition to his myriad professional 
achievements, he is remembered as a philan-
thropist and served on a number of nonprofit 
boards including the Van Cliburn Founda-
tion, Sam Rayburn Foundation, and UT 
Southwestern Moncrief Cancer Center. 

Finally, he was a great supporter of edu-
cation as evidenced by his support of his un-
dergraduate alma mater, Texas Christian 
University (TCU), his law school GW Law, 
and other Texas institutions including Texas 
A&M University School of Law. His name 
will live on in perpetuity here at GW Law, 
where we will forever be proud to call him an 
alumnus of our law school. 

REMARKS BY THOMAS J. LEBLANC, PRESIDENT 
OF GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

Thank you, Dean Morant. I am delighted 
to join all of you to honor the legacy of Dee 
Kelly, Sr., and to celebrate the dedication of 
the Dee J. Kelly Law Learning Center. 

I am so pleased that the Kelly family could 
be here today for this special occasion. I es-
pecially want to thank Cindy, Craig and Dee, 
whose collective philanthropy in memory of 
their father has made today’s dedication pos-
sible. I would also like to thank the current 
and former public officials here for joining 
us. 

We are here today to celebrate the dedica-
tion and loyalty of Dee Kelly to his alma 
mater. 

From what I have learned about the life of 
the late Dee J. Kelly, Sr., his legacy of serv-
ice through law and philanthropy embodies 
what it means to be a GW Law alumnus, and 
we are pleased to continue his legacy for 
generations of GW Law students to come. 

I know that our students will be inspired 
and motivated by Dee’s incredible life and 
career, which were distinguished by hard 
work, diligence and a commitment to all 
that he did—and, as such, the resulting suc-
cess and respect he earned and deserved from 
so many, including each of us here today. 
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With this generous gift and through the 

naming of the Dee J. Kelly Law Learning 
Center, we hope to honor Dee’s memory by 
continuing to foster a dynamic, student-fo-
cused community stimulated by cultural and 
intellectual diversity. I think the studying, 
legal research and moot court competitions 
our students hold here will help to do just 
that. 

REMARKS BY DEE J. KELLY, JR. 
Thank you Dean Morant and President 

LeBlanc. I should mention that LeBlanc is a 
very important name in our family. It is not 
only my mother’s maiden name—and she 
will be very excited to see the pictures from 
today—but also my brother’s middle name. I 
want to introduce my brother Craig, his 
wife, Robyn, and their two boys, Patrick and 
Ryan. 

And I could never forget the President of 
the Dee Kelly Foundation, my wonderful sis-
ter, Cindy. She’s a tough steward of the 
Foundation’s dollars but a soft touch when it 
comes to honoring our father. Cindy is joined 
by one of her two sons, Kelly, and his wife 
Paige. Her oldest son, Ben, just moved to 
California and his new employer has him 
hard at work but he’s represented today by 
his beautiful wife, Shelby. 

And of course my group is here as well. I 
want to recognize my wife, Dana, and two of 
my three girls, Lynn and Cate. Number 
three, Camille, just started classes and is al-
legedly studying hard. Yes, that’s a look of 
skepticism on my face. 

A couple more thank you’s. Two active 
members of Congress took the time to be 
with us today. I know they both have many 
other important duties to attend to but they 
still made time to be here. Back home, we 
know them as just Kay and Roger, but in 
Washington they are known as two of our 
finest members of the House of Representa-
tives. Thank you Congresswoman Granger 
and Congressman Williams. Your presence 
means a great deal to my family. And you 
know my father loved you both. 

Last but not least are two former pols who 
were dear friends of my father. Pete Geren 
and Ben Barnes. Thank you both for being 
here. 

Today’s event would have meant a lot to 
my father . . . and not just because his name 
is splashed across the building over there. 
GW was the school that launched Dee Kelly’s 
career and set him off on a course that lead 
to great success and, lucky for all of us 
today, financial reward. I doubt Dad would 
have ever dreamt when he was working for 
Speaker Rayburn and going to night school 
at GW, that he’d have a building on campus 
dedicated in his honor. 

I think what he’d say today, if he was 
alive, is that this building is about honoring 
those who gave him a chance in life and 
helped set him off on a course for success. 
Our father clawed and scratched, and yes 
sometimes fought, his way to the top of the 
legal profession, and I know that he credited 
GW for giving him the legs to stand on to 
build his career 

So thank you again, President LeBlanc 
and Dean Morant. By honoring my father, 
you honor all students who are hoping edu-
cation gives them a chance in life. I know 
that—because my father was one of those 
lucky few. 

f 

HONORING ALEXANDREA JOHNSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a dynamic young 

woman of the community, Alexandrea John-
son. 

Alexandrea Johnson is a native of Holmes 
County, MS. She is the daughter of Maria Por-
ter-Shannon and Christopher Johnson. 

Ms. Johnson is Miss Sophomore 2018–2019 
at the eminent school, Alcorn State University. 
She states that, ‘‘It’s a privilege and honor to 
serve at the institution and it gives her such 
an humbling and incredible experience to be 
able to grow beyond her capabilities.’’ The 
school is helping her to grow into a fine young 
lady, leader and scholar. As she stepped out 
on faith and followed the path that God placed 
in her, ultimately things worked out in her 
favor. 

As Miss Sophomore, she wants to be able 
to inspire both males and females at any insti-
tution. She especially has the desire to help 
students grow within themselves and to some-
day inspire others in the Holmes County com-
munity. 

She desires to implement a platform called 
‘‘Unity’’ during her reign as Miss Sophomore 
by hosting fun, modern, and informative 
events for her class because there is a need 
for everyone to come together. She is planting 
seeds of growth, prosperity and maturity, a 
goal that she has set for herself. 

She has also traveled abroad this summer 
to Viana do Castelo, Portugal to enhance her 
knowledge about medicine and how things are 
run in the hospital setting. She was thrilled 
and grateful to have had the chance to study 
abroad and to be granted such an incredible 
opportunity and experience. 

She also attended the Tailor Made Royal 
Retreat in Atlanta, Georgia and had a phe-
nomenal time learning about the significance 
of the Royal Court and the Student Govern-
ment Association. God’s grace and mercy has 
abled her to be in this position to inspire oth-
ers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing this young woman that Holmes 
County is very proud of, Ms. Alexandrea John-
son for her dedication to serving and giving 
back to the community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF LORI YARRISH 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Lori Yarrish, who passed on 
August 6, 2018, for her lifetime of outstanding 
work in the arts and her contributions to the 
cultural development of the District of Colum-
bia. 

Lori served as director of the Smithsonian 
Anacostia Community Museum since Decem-
ber 2017, after having served as its acting di-
rector since June 2016. Lori implemented a 
new mission statement and brought with her 
an innovative leadership model that trans-
formed the Museum’s outreach and collabo-
rative partnerships with the community. Lori 
was instrumental in revitalization efforts for the 
Anacostia Community Museum, which recently 
celebrated its 50th anniversary with the exhi-
bition ‘‘Your Community, Your Story: Cele-
brating Five Decades of the Anacostia Com-
munity Museum.’’ 

Lori embraced and advanced the Museum’s 
unique role in the community and, in October 
2017, was named by Washingtonian magazine 
as one of Washington, D.C.’s most powerful 
women in the arts. 

Prior to her work with the Anacostia Com-
munity Museum, Lori was with the Smithso-
nian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service, 
the Maryland Commission on African Amer-
ican History and Culture’s Banneker-Douglass 
Museum, the National Building Museum, the 
Capital Children’s Museum and the B’nai B’rith 
Klutznick National Jewish Museum. 

A classically trained dancer, Lori also 
served on the board of directors at the New 
School of Dance and Arts in Washington, D.C. 
and on the coordinating committee for the 
Smithsonian American Women’s History Initia-
tive. 

My grief for the loss of Lori is also personal 
because she was my cousin. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing Lori Yarrish on 
the occasion of her passing and for her lasting 
contributions to the arts, the Smithsonian, the 
Anacostia Community Museum and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

f 

OATH CEREMONY ON SEPTEMBER 
7, 2018 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate thirty individuals who will 
take their oaths of citizenship on September 7, 
2018. This memorable occasion will be held at 
the United States Courthouse and Federal 
Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On September 7, 2018, the following peo-
ple, representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Angelica Manalo Macchia, 
Farai Vanessa Gotora, Kehinde Montunrayo 
Ajibade, Ricardo Rodriguez Cervantes, 
Hongying Tu, Daniel Alvarado, Alexandra 
Espinoza, Rosana Hardaway, Claudia Her-
nandez, Primitivo H. Jorge, Hottensia Njeri 
Kabiru, Jose Lopez Perez, Angela Lugo, Ut 
Thi Nguyen, Lily Kieu Nguyen, Monique 
Nzumpatse Ntita, Anthonia Obaseki, Ma 
Buena Bentura Perez Vences, Elvia Rico, 
Yanely Soto, Margot Tutorow, Victor Manuel 
Velazquez, Enrique Zepeda, Ramiro Zepeda, 
Posseh Aisha Kamara, Efrain Esquivias, Xiaoli 
Yang, Arlet Orta, Jose M. Martinez, and Maria 
Santos Maya. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
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each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by 
the people, and for the people.’’ They realize 
that the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on September 7, 2018. They, too, are Amer-
ican citizens, guaranteed the inalienable rights 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
We, as a free and democratic nation, con-
gratulate them and welcome them. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS. 
RICKEY BLOOM 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of Mrs. Rickey Bloom, 
who passed away on July 19, 2018 at the age 
of 103. Rickey’s long life saw her play an inte-
gral role supporting her family and helping her 
community. 

Born Ann Rickey Goldstein in Salem, Mas-
sachusetts in 1915 to Jewish immigrants from 
Eastern Europe, she graduated high school, 
trained as a bookkeeper, and completed mul-
tiple Elderhostel programs, which aim to pro-
vide older individuals with opportunities to 
travel in an educational setting. Rickey was a 
bookkeeper for her parents’ grocery and deli, 
where she met her future husband, Aaron 
Bloom, who was employed there as a box 
boy. They married on April 30, 1945. 

Bookkeeping stayed an important part of 
Rickey’s life; she was bookkeeper for the Law 
Offices of Richard Bloom in addition to book-
keeper and operator for Beth Jacob Con-
gregation gift shop in Beverly Hills. Deeply in-
volved in her community, Rickey was a long- 
time volunteer with her husband at Cedars 
Sinai Health Center. She also co-founded with 
her husband ‘‘Etta,’’ a nonprofit that served 
people with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities and provided support for their families. 

Rickey is survived by her four children: Stu-
art, Bruce, Lydia, and Richard; 11 grand-
children, and eight great-grandchildren. I hope 
that Rickey’s family shares comfort in knowing 
that her contributions to our community will 
endure for years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BETTY AND JIM 
HICKMAN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Betty and Jim 
Hickman of Atlantic, Iowa on the very special 
occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Betty and Jim’s lifelong commitment to each 
other and their family truly embodies Iowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 50th anniversary, 
I hope it is filled with happy memories. May 
their commitment grow even stronger, as they 
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

HONORING THE 86TH BIRTHDAY OF 
DONALD C. FRAZIER 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the 86th birthday of Donald 
C. Frazier. 

Don was born on August 31, 1932 in Annis-
ton, Alabama, to Mr. and Mrs. William H. 
Frazier. 

He graduated from Anniston High School 
where he excelled in both basketball and foot-
ball. He was even offered a football scholar-
ship to Howard College (now Samford), but 
chose to serve his country and enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy. He graduated from Jacksonville 
State University with a degree in Business Ad-
ministration and spent 47 years working at 
Alabama Pipe (now Union Foundry) until he 
retired as Sales Manager in 1997. 

Don is married to Joan and has three chil-
dren: Deborah F. Clonts, D. Jeffery Frazier 
and Drue F. Taylor. Don was blessed with six 
grandchildren: Matthew M. Clonts, Daniel F. 
Clonts, Tracy E. Frazier, Michael K. Taylor 
and T. Frazier Taylor. He also has three great- 
grandchildren: Chandler P. Armstrong, M. 
Kenneth Taylor and Evie Claire Clonts. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing Don 
a very happy 86th birthday. 

f 

HONORING LARRY D. CAMPER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mr. Larry D. Camper. The son of 
Doris L. Howell and Doffie T. Camper was 
born on March 3, 1950 in Mendenhall, MS. He 
spent his childhood between Brandon, MS and 
Chicago, IL. In the early fifties, Camper and 
his mother returned from Chicago to live in 
Mississippi with his grandparents, Lenard and 
Bethel Howell. Upon returning to Mississippi, 
he started school at Rose Hill Baptist Church 
and in May 1968, he graduated from McLaurin 
High School where he received several ath-
letic awards, including being voted the best 
athlete in his senior year. 

After high school, Camper began working 
for Mississippi Bank in Jackson, MS and was 
the first African American to work for a bank 
in Jackson in a position other than as a jan-
itor. In the fall of 1968, he enrolled in Jackson 

State College and received a B.S. in Industrial 
Technology in 1972 while working for Mis-
sissippi Bank. After graduating from college, 
Camper enrolled in a management training 
program at the bank and after demonstrating 
an excellent work ethic that included a high 
level of professionalism, he was promoted to 
Bank Officer. 

In December of 1973, Camper married his 
college sweetheart, Patricia A. Buchanan from 
Prentiss, MS, who also received her B.S. in 
Education in 1973 from Jackson State Univer-
sity. Camper and Patricia share two wonderful 
children, LaTonya Rochell and LaDerek 
Rashad and a son-in law, Derrick Kirkland. 

Always aspiring to achieve and succeed, 
Camper continued to work hard at the bank 
learning all he could. In 1984, his drive and 
determination caused him to enroll in the Uni-
versity of Mississippi in Oxford, MS to pursue 
a degree in Banking. Out of the 75 students 
enrolled in the program, Camper, again, suc-
ceeded as a first by being the only African 
American in this class to receive a banking 
degree in 1985. After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi, he continued to move up 
the ranks at Mississippi Bank, holding several 
officer positions. After 35 years in banking and 
four bank mergers, Camper retired from Union 
Planters Bank as a Senior Vice President. In 
January 2004, Camper was offered a position 
with the Hinds County Tax Collector’s office in 
Jackson, MS as the Assistant Tax Collector 
and Operations Manager where he continues 
to serve in this capacity. 

Over the last 35 years, Camper continued 
his excellent work in the community from his 
affiliation with several community, social and 
professional organizations, including: Leader-
ship Jackson graduate (1999); Vice President, 
West Jackson CDC; Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, Capitol City Classic (Jackson, MS); 
Minority Business Development Loan Board 
(City of Jackson); Mississippi Bankers Asso-
ciation; Urban Financial Service Coalition; JSU 
National Alumni Association; Jackson Metro 
Housing Project; Education Committee Mem-
ber for Metro Jackson Chamber of Commerce; 
Life Member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 
and member of New Hope Baptist Church lo-
cated on Watkins Drive. 

During his professional career, Camper also 
received numerous community awards and 
special honors, including ‘‘Outstanding Young 
Man of America’’ (1979 and 1985); and the 
Public Service Honor Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Larry D. Camper for his 
dedication to serving. 

f 

REAFFIRMING DOUGLAS 
RUMSEY’S RIGHT TO HARD- 
EARNED PENSION 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to share 
the powerful story of Douglas Rumsey, a re-
tiree of Teamsters Local 707 Pension Fund. 
For years, Douglas paid into his pension fund. 
Time and again, he gave up pay raises, defer-
ring those raises be invested in his pension to 
make sure his retirement would be secure with 
one. 
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Tragically, millions of hard working Ameri-

cans like him now face a grim prospect, a re-
tirement without economic security as their 
hard-earned pensions is pulled out from under 
them. Due to no fault of his own, Douglas’s 
pension was cut from $2,800 per month to 
$900 per month. Today, everything is a finan-
cial struggle. He can no longer support his 
family He can no longer pay his property tax, 
or his medical insurance. Even purchasing ev-
eryday items basic to daily life is a dilemma of 
true necessity. After 23 years of trucking serv-
ice, after he put his life on the line for this 
country in his service in the Army, Douglas 
should be able to enjoy the golden years of 
his life, with his friends and family, without 
daily financial worry. Instead, he now lives in 
poverty, struggling to make ends meet. A ro-
bust member of his community, his distress is 
felt throughout his community. 

I include in the RECORD the full testimony of 
Douglas Rumsey. Douglas Rumsey is not 
alone in his plight. This Congress turned its 
back on more than 40 years of pension prom-
ises, rolling back anti-cutback provisions. It 
turned its back on hundreds of thousands of 
hard working Americans. Telling these per-
sonal experiences is critical to understand why 
immediate action is required to buoy hope, re-
tirement security, and the livelihoods of mil-
lions of American workers. 

It is why I introduced the ‘‘Keep Our Pen-
sion Promises Act,’’ along with Senator BERNIE 
SANDERS for the last several years, which 
would establish a legacy fund within the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation to ensure 
solvency for multi-employer pension plans, but 
really to ensure the solvency of so many hard 
working American’s retirements. 

Additionally, it is why I joined my colleagues 
to introduce the ‘‘Butch Lewis Pension Protec-
tion Act’’ in honor of an Ohio Teamster. With-
out congressional action, nearly 50,000 Ohio 
retirees in the Central States Pensions Fund 
and thousands more Ohioans in the nearly 
100 other troubled multi-employer plans pen-
sions are in jeopardy. I have led the charge to 
push for a legislative fix to the multi-employer 
pension crisis year after year. The multi-em-
ployer pension crisis is just the tip of a loom-
ing pension crisis. It is time for Congress and 
this nation to come to terms with this eco-
nomic threat in our own backyards. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a commonsense issue. 
Congress must act now. That’s why I rise in 
strong support of this measure, and urge my 
colleagues to do the same. 

LETTER TO COMMITTEE 
I am a retiree of Teamsters Local 707 Pen-

sion Fund. I have lost 70% of my pension to 
date. I was promised this pension and paid 
into it by taking pay cuts that were part of 
my wage package and by giving up pay raises 
to make sure my pension was secure. I’m 
asking that the Select Joint Committee for 
Pension to please select the Butch Lewis Act 
(S–2147) as the solution for the pension crisis. 
The 4,500 members of my pension fund have 
been suffering for two plus years with drastic 
cuts. In February 2016 my pension was re-
duced 50% and then in February 2017 it was 
cut another 20% for a total of 70%. Please get 
the Butch Lewis Act passed as written. The 
Butch Lewis Act is not a government bail-
out; it helps all multi-employer pension 
funds including the Coal Miners, Iron Work-
ers, and Carpenters. 

Many of the retirees from my pension fund 
are losing their homes and can’t afford food 
and health care insurance. Many of the retir-

ees, including myself, are veterans and many 
are disabled and are 70 and 80 years of age. 
Please don’t turn your back on the workers 
and veterans who have help build this coun-
try by working all their lives. 

I am going to have to sell my home that I 
have work for all my life and I’m not able to 
support my wife or live my retirement years 
as a self-supporting member of my commu-
nity. Without my pension I’m living below 
poverty. My pension has already been cut 
from $2,800 per month to $900 per month. I 
cannot afford to pay my property taxes pay, 
my medical insurance, and my medications, 
heat my home and buy food. No one can live 
on $900 from PBGC after they had made 
plans to have their full pensions that were 
earned and promised. Please include Road 
Carriers Local 707 in the solution to the pen-
sion crisis solution. 

I was drafted into the Army and then 
worked my entire life so that I could retire 
with dignity and enjoy my retirement. I am 
now disabled and cannot work to make up 
the 70% of my pension that I have lost. I can-
not enjoy my retirement years and spend 
time with family and friends because of the 
pension cuts I have taken. My wife and I 
have worked and planned all our lives to live 
near family so that in our retirement years 
we could enjoy and have family nearby if 
needed for health issues but this too is 
threatened with these cuts. The stress 
caused by these cuts is unbearable to us at a 
time we should be enjoying the fruits of our 
long labor. 

Above are just some of the things impact-
ing the lives and health of myself and many 
of the families of Local 707—we are a prime 
example of how devastating this pension cri-
sis has been to us and will be to others if all 
our pensions are not saved. 

Thank you 
DOUGLAS RUMSEY. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHAD IDE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Chad Ide for being the re-
cipient of the 2018 Iowa Conservation Farmer 
of the Year Award. 

Chad was nominated by the Union County 
Soil and Water Conservation District and he 
farms with his wife Francine and his parents, 
Monty and Diane Ide. The award is sponsored 
by the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation and the 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship. Chad utilizes many farming prac-
tices, such as rotational grazing, no-till plant-
ing and the use of cover crops to boost the 
soil’s organic matter. He has terracing in place 
on their land and has put in buffer strips to 
prevent chemical run off. He has also been 
active in conservation education through field 
days, tours, and trainings. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in commending this 
great man and his family for protecting the 
land in Iowa and congratulate them on this 
award. It is my honor to represent Chad in 
Congress, and I wish him the best in his future 
endeavors. 

HONORING UPVALLEY FAMILY 
CENTERS OF NAPA COUNTY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor UpValley Family Centers 
of Napa County on its fifteenth anniversary for 
its dedicated service to our many communities 
of Napa County. 

UpValley Family Centers of Napa County 
(UVFC) was created nearly 20 years ago by 
dedicated Calistoga residents who aimed to 
create a local organization to help families ac-
cess resources safely and conveniently. This 
goal has become their mission. UpValley Fam-
ily Centers exists to provide guidance, support 
and resources for community members so 
they are able to improve their lives. UpValley 
Family Centers maintains strong partnerships 
with local organizations, schools, government 
agencies and private sector businesses to en-
able our up-valley communities to create op-
portunities for themselves. 

UpValley Family Centers is committed to 
providing services that are culturally and lin-
guistically sensitive. Over 80 percent of its 
staff is bilingual and bicultural and has exten-
sive experience working with diverse commu-
nities. UVFC is committed to its prevention-fo-
cused, strengths-based approach. Staff mem-
bers travel to meet clients in convenient loca-
tions and provide services that are based on 
the community’s identified needs and inter-
ests. UpValley Family Centers aims to encour-
age and teach clients how to use their per-
sonal strengths to build a stronger community. 

UpValley Family Centers has offices in 
Calistoga and St. Helena and is a centralized 
organization for people seeking information, 
tools, and services to improve their lives. It 
provides services to low-income working fami-
lies and individuals of all ages through a mul-
titude of programs, including early education, 
immigration assistance, youth mentorship, 
ESL classes, financial literacy programs, refer-
rals to local health and wellness resources, 
among others. UVFC is also an emergency 
assistance and disaster response services 
provider. UpValley Family Centers is a second 
responder that was critical after the Valley Fire 
of 2015 and the Napa Complex Fires of Octo-
ber 2017. In the aftermath of those fires, 
UVFC worked to ensure that all up-valley 
households who were impacted by the fires 
were connected with the services they need-
ed. 

Mr. Speaker, UpValley Family Centers aims 
to ensure people in our community are sup-
ported, valued and able to create the future 
they want for themselves, their families and 
our community. It is therefore fitting and prop-
er that we recognize it for fifteen years of 
service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER L. 
HOMENDY 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Jennifer L. Homendy, who recently 
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left the staff of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure after more than 14 
years of service as the Democratic Staff Direc-
tor of the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipe-
lines and Hazardous Materials. I had the privi-
lege of working with Jennifer throughout her 
entire time with the Committee, but most 
closely since 2015 when I took over as Rank-
ing Member. 

Jennifer was born in New Britain, Con-
necticut, but later moved with her family to the 
Washington Metro area. For Jennifer, the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture was more than just a place to work; it 
was a second family. Her father, Sante 
Esposito, served as the Democratic Chief 
Counsel to the Committee from 1981 to 1998. 
Through both her father and mother, Jennifer 
learned the importance of public service at a 
young age. 

As a student at Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity, Jennifer got her first real experience in 
government interning in Senator Arlen 
Spector’s Harrisburg office. After graduation, 
she worked for the National Federation of 
Independent Business and the American Iron 
and Steel Institute before spending seven 
years working for transportation labor—first 
with the Transportation Trades Department 
and then the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters. 

She left the Teamsters in 2004 to join the 
Democratic staff of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, where she devel-
oped unrivaled expertise in issues surrounding 
the railroad industry and its employees, the 
safety and security of transporting hazardous 
materials, and the safety of oil and gas pipe-
lines. 

Jennifer is a passionate and tireless advo-
cate for transportation safety, which is why it 
is extremely fitting that Jennifer left the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure to 
become a Board Member at the National 
Transportation Safety Board. During her ten-
ure as Staff Director, Jennifer guided major 
pieces of rail, pipeline, and hazmat safety leg-
islation through the legislative process, includ-
ing: the Norman Y. Mineta Research and Spe-
cials Programs Improvement Act of 2004; the 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Trans-
portation Equity Act—A Legacy for Users; the 
Pipeline Inspection, Protection, Enforcement, 
and Safety Act of 2006; the Rail Safety Im-
provement Act of 2008; the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008 
(PRIIA); the Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Cer-
tainty, and Job Creation Act of 2011; and the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act 
(FAST Act) in 2015. Throughout her tenure on 
the Committee, she was an unwavering de-
fender of the Nation’s passenger railroad, Am-
trak, and the need for swift implementation of 
positive train control. 

When she is not at work trying to improve 
the safety of our transportation system, Jen-
nifer spends her time running and training for 
marathons and triathlons. She is also a de-
voted mother who spends many weekends 
traveling with her daughter Alexandra (Lexi) to 
Irish dance competitions across the country. 

I want to thank Jennifer for her many years 
of service to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. We will miss her, but look 
forward to working with her in her new role at 
the NTSB. I wish Jennifer, her husband Mike, 
and daughter Lexi all the best in the years to 
come. 

TRIBUTE TO JOYCE AND BOB 
COOPER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognise and congratulate Joyce 
and Bob Cooper, of Creston, Iowa for being 
selected as Union County’s 2018 inductee info 
the Iowa 4–H Hall of Fame. 

Both Joyce and Bob are community minded, 
recognizing the needs in their county and 
making time to address the challenges. Both 
4–H members themselves, they gave their 
time as adults to leading clubs in Union Coun-
ty. Bob was a co-leader for the Grant Toppers 
4–H club, taking the boys on camping and 
fishing trips many times. Joyce was a co-lead-
er for the Jolly Jills 4–H club and taught many 
young ladies how to sew, cook, can, and gar-
den. Their five children also showed dairy cat-
tle and horses. Bob and Joyce served on the 
Union County Fair Board for 14 years and 
served on the dairy committee for 25 years. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Joyce and 
Bob demonstrates the rewards of harnessing 
one’s talents and sharing them with the world. 
Their efforts embody the Iowa spirit and I am 
honored to represent them, and Iowans like 
them, in the United States Congress. I know 
all of my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives will join me in con-
gratulating Joyce and Bob Cooper for their 
award and wish them nothing but continued 
success. 

f 

HONORABLE CARL J. CHARACTER 

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following Proclamation on this 4th 
day of September 2018: 

Whereas, Judge Carl J. Character departed 
this life August 24, 2018, and was funeralized 
September 1, 2018 at Mt. Sinai Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, Ohio; and 

Whereas, Judge Character was appointed 
the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas 
in 1987 by former Ohio Governor Richard Ce-
leste, was elected to the bench in 1990 and 
retired in 1997; and 

Whereas, Judge Character’s distinguished 
service on the bench was typified by his phi-
losophy that everyone appearing before him 
deserved his time and full attention while re-
ceiving a fair hearing or trial; and 

Whereas, Judge Character, prior to serving 
on the bench, practiced law with former Con-
gressman Louis Stokes and former Cleveland 
Mayor Carl Stokes, representing welfare re-
cipients, Fortune 500 companies, criminal de-
fendants and clients who simply needed a will 
or help with a workers’ compensation claim; 
and 

Whereas, Judge Character was a past 
president of the National Bar Association, 
member of the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections and the Ohio Commission on Racial 
Fairness, board member of many organiza-
tions, including University Hospitals and the 

Cleveland Bar Association, and former Vice 
President of the National Legal Aid and De-
fender Association; and 

Whereas, Judge Character was a veteran of 
the United States Army, having served in 
Korea and Japan during the Korean War; and 

Whereas, Judge Character was a product of 
Cleveland Public Schools, graduating from 
Glenville High School, and received his bach-
elor’s degree from The Ohio State University 
and law degree from the University of Michi-
gan; and 

Whereas, Judge Character was a member 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.; and 

Whereas, Judge Character is survived by 
his wife, Dee Ann, two daughters, Dea L. 
Character and Darla Character-Johnson, eight 
grandchildren and eight great grandchildren, 
and leaves a legacy of legal and judicial excel-
lence, committed community service and the 
respect of his peers; 

Resolved, on behalf of the residents of the 
11th Congressional District of Ohio, we ac-
knowledge, salute and celebrate the life of 
The Honorable Carl J. Character, his contribu-
tions to Northeastern Ohio this 4th Day of 
September 2018, and in honor of his service 
to Northeast Ohio and our country. 

f 

HONORING COMMAND SERGEANT 
MAJOR GEORGE L. MURRAY, U.S. 
ARMY (RETIRED) 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Command Sergeant Major 
George L. Murray, U.S. Army (Retired). 

CSM (Ret) George Murray was born in New 
Bedford, Massachusetts. He enlisted in the 
Army on April 17, 1939 out of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. He was assigned to 
Company A, 1st Separate Chemical Battalion, 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii where he was 
serving on December 7, 1941 when the Japa-
nese attacked Pearl Harbor. He returned to 
Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland, in 1942 to at-
tend Officer Candidate School (OCS). After 
graduation he was assigned to Camp Sibert, 
Alabama. In August 1944, he joined C Com-
pany of the 86th Chemical Mortar Battalion in 
France and served with the battalion for the 
remainder of World War II. 

From the end of the War to 1951, he served 
in various assignments in CONUS, including 
the Deseret Chemical Center, UT, the 91st 
Chemical Mortar Battalion at Fort Lewis, 
Wash., and the 11th Airborne Division, Fort 
Campbell, Ky. In 1949 he reverted back to the 
enlisted rank of Master Sergeant. He served 
as First Sergeant and instructor in the Chem-
ical, Biological and Radiological (CBR) School 
in Japan from November 1951 to July 1954. 
Afterwards, he returned to CONUS and served 
at Fort Dix, N.J., as Committee Chief of the 
CBR School. He was promoted to Sergeant 
Major on April 8, 1959 and served as Ser-
geant Major for the 100th Chemical Group and 
for the U.S. Army Chemical Corps Training 
Command From July 1960 to July 1964, he 
served at Headquarters Chemical Sections in 
Orleans, France and Heidelberg, Germany. He 
returned to Fort McClellan, Ala., in August 
1964 and again served as Sergeant Major of 
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the 100th Chemical Group. In January 1969 
he was promoted to Command Sergeant 
Major of the U.S. Army Chemical Corps 
School, which made him one of the first Ser-
geants Major to be promoted to the new rank 
of CSM. 

CSM (Ret) Murray is a veteran of both the 
Pacific and European Theaters of Operations 
during World II. He is a veteran of Pearl Har-
bor and the campaigns of Northern France, 
Ardennes (Battle of the Bulge), Rhineland and 
Germany. His awards include the Bronze Star 
and Army Commendation Medal with one Oak 
Leaf Cluster (OLC). 

After his retirement in 1969, CSM Murray 
accepted a position as Safety Supervisor, with 
the FMC Corporation in Anniston, Alabama. 
He continues to be active supporting the 
Chemical Corps Museum and the Chemical 
Corps Regimental Association (CCRA). He 
served as the first Honorary Sergeant Major of 
the Regiment and is a member of the U.S. 
Army Chemical Corps Hall of Fame. He cur-
rently lives in Anniston with his wife, Theddie, 
but will soon be moving to Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
George for his service to our country. 

f 

HONORING MARIE FORD 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mrs. Marie Ford. 

Mrs. Ford is the daughter of the late Mrs. 
Clay D. Moore. She is married to Mr. Charles 
Ford and the mother of two daughters, 
Luetrina and Catrina. She has two grandsons 
and three siblings. 

Mrs. Ford is a retired educator but continues 
to work on a part-time basis in education. She 
received her education in the Greenville Public 
School District. She attended Lucy L. Webb 
Elementary School and graduated from Cole-
man High School in 1964. She furthered her 
education at Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity, graduating with degrees in Biology and 
Chemistry in 1969. She later received a Mas-
ters Degree from Delta State University in Bi-
ology in 1975. 

Her teaching career has spanned some 40 
plus years. She began teaching at Coleman 
High School, then Leland Middle School, and 
eventually Leland High School, where she offi-
cially retired in 2009. 

Mrs. Ford is a member of the Greater St. 
Peter M.B. Church, pastored by Dr. Jesse 
King. She serves as the church’s secretary 
and Superintendent of the Sunday school. She 
also serves as the Dean of the Washington 
County General Baptist Association, and a 
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Marie Ford for her dedica-
tion to serving others and giving back to the 
community. 

TRIBUTE TO VIC NOER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Vic Noer, 
of Bedford, Iowa for being awarded the Volun-
teer of the Year Award from the Bedford Area 
Chamber. 

Vic has lived in Bedford for 52 years where 
he has worked as a house painter and ran a 
movie theatre. He has welcomed local kids to 
play basketball on his ‘‘green court’’ while 
teaching them skills and helping them learn 
about the game. He served on the Bibbins 
Park Board for 30 years while also being ac-
tive on the library, museum, and Hospice of 
Central Iowa boards. He spent many years as 
the camp director for the Western Iowa Chap-
ter for Muscular Dystrophy and is still very ac-
tive with the Bedford Iowa Lions Club. 

Mr. Speaker, the examples set by Vic dem-
onstrate the rewards of harnessing one’s tal-
ents and sharing them with the world. His ef-
forts embody the Iowa spirit and I am honored 
to represent him and constituents like him, in 
the United States Congress. I know all of my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating Vic 
Noer for his achievement and wish him noth-
ing but continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
PESHTIGO FIRE 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 147th anniversary of the 
Great Peshtigo Fire. The Great Peshtigo Fire 
claimed more lives than any other fire in our 
nation’s history, but it is an often-overlooked 
tragedy. Few of us can imagine a blaze large 
enough to consume millions of acres across 
Northeast Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula. 
Yet the destructive force of the fire is a power-
ful testament to the resilience of the Wiscon-
sinites who emerged from the tragedy and re-
built from the ashes. 

The year 1871 was a defining moment for 
the survivors who, with no exceptions, lost 
family members, neighbors, friends, homes, 
and businesses. The village of Peshtigo lost 
more than half its residents to the fire on the 
night of October 8, 1871. The exact number of 
deaths is uncertain because many loggers 
traveled in and out of the city each day, how-
ever, most estimates indicate that more than 
700 people died in Peshtigo as fire consumed 
the city. Hundreds more perished in the small-
er communities spread across the 1.5 million 
acres destroyed by the blaze. 

Although the village of Peshtigo was built on 
both sides of the Peshtigo River, the fire 
spread too quickly for many to escape. Eye-
witnesses described the firestorm as a roaring 
tornado that fell from the sky with searing 
heat. By the following morning, the village was 
reduced to a blackened wasteland in which al-
most nothing recognizable remained. As sur-
vivors emerged from the river, they discovered 

that the blaze had melted even metal coins 
and casks of nails. 

The Great Peshtigo Fire occurred during an 
often-forgotten chapter in American history 
that witnessed three of the worst fires on 
record break out across the Midwest. Although 
the Great Peshtigo Fire is sometimes over-
shadowed by the Great Chicago fire that oc-
curred at the same time, the fire in Wisconsin 
was far deadlier and remains the worst in U.S. 
history. Indeed, news of the destruction in 
Peshtigo may have been slow to spread be-
cause the fire had consumed telegraph wires 
as it burned. 

Despite this unprecedented destruction, the 
residents of Peshtigo gradually rebuilt their city 
and worked hard to make it a thriving commu-
nity once more. In offering this proclamation 
today, it is my hope that this tragic episode 
will remain in the public memory. I invite this 
body to recognize the victims of the Great 
Peshtigo Fire—a blaze that stands as our 
country’s worst in both its size and lethality. I 
also want to commemorate the extraordinary 
resilience of the survivors who, though they 
lost everything, set out to rebuild their lives 
and their town. It is a testimony to their efforts 
that Peshtigo recovered and became a vibrant 
community again. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all members of this 
body to join me in recognizing the 147th anni-
versary of the Great Peshtigo Fire of 1871. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE MIGRA-
TORY BIRD TREATY ACT’S CEN-
TENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the centennial anniversary of the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). This Act 
has saved millions of migratory birds, pro-
tecting over one thousand species important 
to Americans and our natural world. 

Since being signed into law in 1918, the 
MBTA has played a pivotal role in animal wel-
fare. Within my own state of Michigan and in 
the 12th district, birds contribute greatly to the 
environment of our region. Southeast Michigan 
even includes designated Important Bird Areas 
like the Detroit River and Western Lake Erie 
Basin, which are used extensively for migra-
tion by waterfowl such as Canvasbacks, Tun-
dra Swans, and more. What’s more, their 
presence also provides substantial economic 
benefits. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
estimated that there are more than 2 million 
birders in Michigan, and throughout our nation 
there are over 45 million birders who collec-
tively spend around $41 billion on bird-
watching each year. And birds remain in seri-
ous need of protection. According to the 2016 
State of the Birds Report, from the North 
American Bird Conservation Initiative, more 
than one third of North American bird species 
are in need of urgent conservation action. 
Most of the U.S. species are protected by the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, so this foundational 
law remains key to their conservation. 

100 years after its implementation, it is crit-
ical that we ensure the MBTA’s continued suc-
cess. We owe our children and our grand-
children the joy of experiencing the rich bird 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:35 Sep 05, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A04SE8.029 E04SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1196 September 4, 2018 
life in this great country. The Fish and Wildlife 
Service has long used reasonable discretion 
to apply the law to hazards including spills and 
oil waste pits, saving countless numbers of 
birds by incentivizing the adoption of simple 
practices that protect birds. We should build 
upon its success and find solutions that ben-
efit birds and people. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating this monumental anniversary. 
My hope is that we continue building on the 
legacy of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, so that 
there are many more anniversaries to come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DUNCAN MCCULLOCH 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take some time today to honor Duncan 
MCCulloch, an explementary constituent who I 
am immensely proud to represent. Mr. 
McCulloch has served the public schools of 
Southern California for more than 25 years as 
a teacher and administrator. Before becoming 
principal of Segerstrom High School in Santa 
Ana, he served with distinction as the assist-
ant principal of Costa Mesa High School, and 
then Corona del Mar High School. Each 
school he has worked at has been touched by 
his outstanding leadership and enthusiasm, 
and his students have been inspired by his 
dedication. 

Mr. McCulloch has served as Segerstrom 
High School’s principal for 5 years, and during 
that time he constantly strove to provide more 
opportunities for the enrichment of his stu-
dents. Among his many accomplishments are 
introducing a program in American Sign Lan-
guage, creating the only Aerospace engineer-
ing program in Southern California, and imple-
menting an ACT preparation program to help 
students reach their goals. 

His dedicated focus for his students became 
evident to all that witnessed him teach and 
guide his students. He was not only a prin-
cipal, but a mentor, friend, and at times even 
a father figure to his students. He carries the 
qualities that every principal should strive for— 
dedication, genuine interest, and being a role 
model for all of his students. 

Mr. McCulloch enriches the lives of every-
one he encounters and is a pillar of his com-
munity. Every role that he has held was 
served with distinction and leadership. His 
time as a principal for Segerstrom High School 
will be forever remembered, and we are sad-
dened to see him leave. His actions deeply 
impacted all of his students and colleagues 
who will now carry on his legacy and continue 
to make a positive impact in our community. 

Even though he is retiring, he will continue 
to be a teacher, leading by example and dem-
onstrating the best qualities of a life. I am truly 
honored to recognize Mr. McCulloch today for 
improving and guiding the lives of future gen-
erations. 

RAISING AWARENESS OF THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1918 
SPANISH FLU 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the 
1918 influenza pandemic also known as the 
‘‘Spanish Flu’’, which killed 50 million people 
worldwide, including 675,000 in the United 
States. 

The Spanish Flu was the deadliest known 
global pandemic of the world, second only to 
the Bubonic Plague. 

In 1918 there was no health insurance; peo-
ple paid for healthcare out of their own re-
sources and many had a harder time gaining 
access to healthcare. 

There was no flu vaccine to protect against 
the influenza infection and no antibiotics to 
treat secondary bacterial infections that are 
associated with influenza infections, control ef-
forts worldwide were limited to non-pharma-
ceutical interventions such as isolation, quar-
antine, good personal hygiene, use of dis-
infectants, and limitations of public gatherings, 
which were applied unevenly. 

Today we have the antibiotics, However, 
when the next pandemic hits it will be a full 
out race to not only identify the pandemic but 
also to develop a cure and lessen the amount 
of mass casualties. 

It is time that we cease this debate on uni-
versal healthcare as if it is not a societal ben-
efit. 

The Affordable Care Act assures that mil-
lions of Americans have access to healthcare 
which includes annual flu vaccines. 

It is important to remember that before the 
era of modern medicine, the Spanish Flu pan-
demic infected an estimated 500 million peo-
ple worldwide, which at that time was about 
one-third of the Earth’s population. 

The Spanish Flu killed 10 percent of the 500 
million people who contracted the disease. 

Mortality was high for people younger than 
5 years old, 20–40 years old, and 65 years 
and older. 

The high mortality in healthy people, includ-
ing those in the 20–40 year age group, was a 
unique feature of this pandemic. 

While the Spanish Flu virus has been syn-
thesized and evaluated, the properties that 
made it so devastating are not well under-
stood. 

The Spanish flu occurred during WWI, and 
in fact killed more soldiers than those lost in 
baffle. 

On September 24, 1918, the Houston 
Chronicle reported that there were between 
600 and 700 cases of the Spanish Flu at 
Camp Logan, now Memorial Park. 

By the end of October 1918, more than 
106,000 residents in Texas’ urban centers had 
been afflicted. 

It is estimated that 20,000 Texans died dur-
ing the pandemic. 

There have been three additional flu 
pandemics since the Spanish Flu of 1918, in-
cluding the 2009 H1N1 flu pandemic which 
spread to over 214 countries and overseas 
territories or communities, but none has been 
nearly as deadly. 

We must continue to provide resources to 
fund our disease preventing and disease fight-

ing institutions throughout the Federal govern-
ment including the Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and others who 
work tirelessly to protect the health and wel-
fare of our citizens. 

As global citizens, we must also keep our 
borders open and continue to share informa-
tion with our neighbors and global partners, 
like the World Health Organization who are 
committed to the prevention and arresting of 
pandemics. 

We know that when a fatal pandemic strikes 
there is no limit to where its reach might 
spread. 

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues to join 
me in remembering the 675,000 Americans 
who died during the 1918 Spanish Flu pan-
demic. 

I also call on my colleagues to continue 
supporting research and innovation into these 
and other diseases that will build a greater 
global preparedness for the next pandemic 
which we know is inevitable. 

We must remain ever vigilant to the possi-
bilities of future pandemics that could have a 
similar impact as the Spanish Flu. 

As leaders of this nation, we must stress the 
need to be prepared while also hoping that we 
never see this kind of devastation again. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NANCY AND TERRY 
PHILLIPS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Nancy 
and Terry Phillips of Truro, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. 

Nancy and Terry’s lifelong commitment to 
each other truly embodies our Iowa values. As 
they reflect on their 50th anniversary, may 
their commitment grow even stronger, as they 
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Nancy and Terry Phillips 
on this meaningful occasion and in wishing 
them both nothing but continued happiness. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BARBARA 
WEBBER FOR RECEIVING THE 
GREATER WATERTOWN-NORTH 
COUNTRY CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE ATHENA AWARD 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Barbara Webber on receiving the 
Greater Watertown-North Country Chamber of 
Commerce Athena Award. 

Since 1991, the Greater Watertown-North 
Country Chamber of Commerce has pre-
sented its Athena Award annually to an ac-
complished female leader in the community. 
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This year, the Chamber selected Barbara 
Webber for her embodiment of professional 
excellence, her commitment to the community 
through years of service, and for her encour-
agement of fellow women leaders as she 
guides and assists them in reaching their full 
potential. 

Barbara has an unprecedented number of 
qualifications that helped earn her this award. 
Moving to Jefferson County in 1968, she 
quickly became known in the community as a 
beloved teacher and a familiar face at public 
meetings and events. For her more than 30 
years of service as an educator, Barbara was 
recognized by the Carthage Central School 
District as a Distinguished Contributor and 
was inducted into their Hall of Achievement. 
Barbara made history when she was elected 
to serve as the first African American woman 
on the Jefferson County Board of Legislators. 
She has been steadfast in her support of Fort 
Drum and our troops, and was named one of 
the original Women of the Mountain for her 
dedication. As a member of dozens of volun-
teer-based organizations in the North Country, 
Barbara continues to devote her life to serving 
others. Her commitment to advancing young 
women stood out through her role on the New 
York State Board of Directors for the Miss 
New York Scholarship Pageant, where she 
has inspired hundreds of young North Country 
women to strive for excellence. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to congratulate Barbara Webber on her well- 
deserved award, and thank her for her com-
mitment to strengthening our North Country 
community. Barbara sets a powerful example 
for serving others, and I am proud to recog-
nize her for a lifetime of achievements. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT 
JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great enthusiasm that I honor Saint John the 
Baptist Church in Gary, Indiana, as the con-
gregation commemorates the church’s 100th 
anniversary. The church members and leaders 
will be celebrating this momentous milestone, 
‘‘100 Years on the Vine,’’ with a Gala Banquet 
on September 21, 2018, followed by morning 
and evening services on September 23, 2018. 

For the past 100 years, Saint John the Bap-
tist has had numerous influential pastors lead 
its congregation in faith and community, in-
cluding Reverend A.J. Allen, Reverend T.L. 
Ballou, Reverend Leon Davis, Reverend Ivor 
Moore, Reverend Julius James, Reverend 
Raymond McDonald II, Reverend Rodney Grif-
fin, and the current pastor, Reverend R.E. 
Robinson, to name a few. 

Saint John the Baptist’s great history in-
cludes many poignant and significant mo-
ments. Because of Reverend Julius James’ 
close friendship with Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., Dr. King made his first visit to Gary, Indi-
ana. After the passing of Dr. King, Pastor 
James established the Ecumenical Celebra-
tion, which honors the legacy and goodwill of 
Dr. King. At that time, the church also started 
its not-for-profit housing development, The 
Saint John’s Homes, which supported fair em-
ployment and housing in Gary. 

Reverend R.E. Robinson and the congrega-
tion continue to serve the citizens of Gary as 
well as the entire community throughout 
Northwest Indiana. Under Pastor Robinson’s 
leadership, the congregation continues to 
grow, and numerous community projects have 
been completed. For their service and guid-
ance to those most in need, the members and 
leadership of Saint John the Baptist Church 
are worthy of the highest praise. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
and congratulating Saint John the Baptist 
Church of Gary, Indiana, on its 100th anniver-
sary. The congregation and leadership de-
serve the highest commendation for their de-
votion and commitment to the community of 
Northwest Indiana and beyond. 

f 

HONORING BMC RACING 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize BMC Racing for their 
success in the 2018 Tour de France. 

BMC Racing is headquartered in Santa 
Rosa, California, in my district. Headed by 
former American cyclist Jim Ochowicz, who 
serves as President and team manager, the 
team sent six cyclists to the Tour this year, in-
cluding Tejay van Garderen of Tacoma, 
Washington. 

At the 2018 Tour de France, BMC proved 
its abilities once again at the highest levels of 
competition in the cycling world. The team fin-
ished eighth overall in the 2018 Tour de 
France, emerged victorious in the Stage 3 
Team Time Trial, and earned seven yellow jer-
seys—along with five stage victories. Indi-
vidual team members also did well: Greg Van 
Avermaat stood in first places for eight con-
secutive stages, while Damiano Caruso fin-
ished in 20th place overall. 

The BMC organization regularly trains in 
Santa Rosa and the wine country area. They 
are also active in the community. Their ‘‘Cycle 
with Champions’’ ride is done in conjunction 
with Team Swift, a local youth cycling organi-
zation, and many organization officials have 
ties to the Santa Rosa region. BMC has a his-
tory of producing champion cyclists, and once 
again displayed their resilience and dedication 
in 2018. At the finish line, Damiano Caruso 
summed up the overall morale of the team, 
saying, ‘‘At the end of three weeks, I can say 
that my experience was positive.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, BMC Racing has deep roots in 
the Santa Rosa community, and continues to 
inspire generations of young cyclists. It is 
therefore fitting and proper that we honor the 
cyclists and owners on their accomplishment 
in this year’s Tour de France. 

f 

THANKING MR. JOHN LARRY CAR-
TER FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE 
HOUSE 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, on his retirement 
on October 3, 2018, I rise today to thank John 

Larry Carter for over 36 years of outstanding 
service to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

John ‘‘Larry’’ Carter is a rarity, in that he 
spent nearly his entire career at the U.S. 
House of Representatives. He also joined the 
U.S. Navy Reserves in October 2000 and con-
tinues to serve the Reserves today, rising to 
the rank of Chief Petty Officer, conferred on 
September 16, 2016. 

Thinking at first it was an April Fool’s joke, 
Larry began his Congressional journey on 
April 1, 1982 as a laborer under the Clerk, 
Don Anderson, moving furniture throughout 
the House campus and working as a store-
room clerk. Due to his outstanding work ethic 
he quickly moved up the ranks to Inventory 
Control Specialist and began inventorying fur-
niture and completing service orders. 

In the span of 3 short years, Larry was a la-
borer’s helper, group leader, warehousing spe-
cialist and eventual finisher in the Finishing 
Shop. It is here in the Finishing Shop with the 
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer 
(CAO) that Larry really shined. He spent the 
bulk of his career in the Finishing Shop, uti-
lizing his experience from vocational school, to 
work on such projects as the House Floor, 
chairs and seats in the House Chamber, the 
dais, the House Speaker’s Chair, and the 
page desks in the back. One of his major ac-
complishment is the original lectern still used 
today on the House Floor. Larry’s imprint is on 
many furniture pieces in Congress and will no 
doubt be his legacy. 

Larry was promoted to Manager of Fur-
nishings in 1999, a position he still holds 
today, and considers one of his greatest ca-
reer accomplishments. Larry’s enthusiasm for 
doing the right thing and helping others to un-
derstand the challenges of safety and perfec-
tion for finishing furniture is immeasurable. 
Larry’s list of accomplishments is long, and 
some of his most exemplary work can be seen 
on Speaker Tip O’Neill’s Desk and the desk of 
Speaker Tom Foley, which included hand- 
painted birds on the desk. The finishing work 
that he and his staff completed in the House 
Chamber on the chairs and dais, will surely 
stand the test of time. He also made major 
contributions to 17 Congressional Transitions, 
assisted with Departmental budgets, devel-
oped his employee’s training plans, and men-
toring them to accept greater responsibilities 
and an appreciation for fine furniture. 

Larry, as an aviation enthusiast, has men-
tioned as one of his fondest Congressional 
memories, besides all his finishing work ac-
complishments, is when he had the privilege 
to meet the Tuskegee Airmen at the Rayburn 
House Office Building. They were being feted 
and awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, 
Congress’s Highest Civilian Award, bestowed 
in 2006. 

His compilation of the great antiquities found 
on the Hill truly is a great legacy he will leave 
behind since it will help future historians better 
understand the Capitol’s and House of Rep-
resentatives’ true treasures. Mr. Carter has al-
ways been prompt, courteous, and helpful in 
dealings I have had with him. His expertise, 
skill, and knowledge will be missed. 

Following his retirement, Larry intends to 
stay in Military Service and would like to 
spend more time with his wife of 25 years, 
Debbi, and his three children. He plans to con-
tinue his active lifestyle, fishing, running, 
teaching aviation, and spending quality time 
with his family. 
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On behalf of the entire House community, I 

extend congratulations to Larry for his many 
years of dedication and outstanding contribu-
tions to the U.S. House of Representatives. 
We wish him many wonderful years in fulfilling 
his retirement dreams. 

f 

HONORING SGT JESSE LEE 
BUCHANAN, SR. 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Sgt Jesse Lee Buchanan, Sr. 

Jesse was born on March 3, 1947 to the 
late John G. Sr. and Margaret Buchanan in 
Anniston, Alabama. Jesse attended Thankful 
Elementary School and graduated from Wil-
liam C. Overfelt in San Jose, California. He at-
tended San Jose City College, Daniel Payne 
and in 1965 attended Florida A&M and played 
semi-professional football for the 1967 San 
Jose Patches. He also played with the Oak-
land Raiders before being drafted in the U.S. 
Army. 

While serving in Vietnam, Jesse was 
wounded after being shot 18 times. 

After being wounded, he was medically dis-
charged with the Awards and Declarations 
which include: The National Defense Service 
Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal, Republic of 
Vietnam Campaign Medal and the Purple 
Heart. 

Jesse re-entered San Jose City College, 
San Jose State and then became employed 
with the State of Veteran’s Administration and 
San Jose City as a traffic engineer. He later 
worked for Eastman Kodak where he retired. 

Jesse has been married to Diane for 36 
years and has four children: LaShawn 
Dearing, Celeste Paige, William Buchanan 
and Jesse Jr. They have also been blessed 
with eight grandchildren and two great-grand-
children. 

Jesse attends Gaines Chapel A.M.E. 
Church and serves as a Trustee and Finance 
Advisor. 

He is a member of the Thomas A. Williams 
Elks Lodge and was ‘‘Brother Elk of the Year’’ 
in 2014. He is also a member of the American 
Legion Post and the Masonic Jackson Pride. 

In 2018, Jesse flew to Washington, D.C. 
with the Alabama Freedom Flight to see the 
Vietnam Wall and Korean Memorial. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Jesse for his service to our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARCIA AND STEVE 
FRESE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Marcia 
and Steve Frese of Bridgewater, Iowa on the 
very special occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 

Marcia and Steve’s lifelong commitment to 
each other truly embodies our Iowa values. As 
they reflect on their 50th anniversary, may 

their commitment grow even stronger, as they 
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Marcia and Steve Frese 
on this meaningful occasion and in wishing 
them both nothing but continued happiness. 

f 

HONORING PLEASANT HOPE 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable histor-
ical church, Pleasant Hope Missionary Baptist 
of Lambert, Mississippi and the great leader-
ship it is under, Rev. Reginald G. Griffin. 

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, sitting 
on the banks of Cassidy Bayou in Vance, Mis-
sissippi was originally granted to the African- 
American sharecropping community around 
1902 to be used as a church and a school for 
African-American students. In those days es-
pecially in rural plantation settings where you 
had many sharecropping families, they only 
had church schools to attend. After the 1954 
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in the case of 
Brown vs The Board of Education of Topeka, 
Kansas, changes had to be made in the deliv-
ery of education to African-American students. 
Due to the fact whites were trying to delay the 
impact of this landmark court decision that of 
separate but equal which later led to the 
forced integration of schools, they began to 
build public schools in the Mississippi delta, 
supposedly separate but equal in the 1950’s 
and early 1960’s. Therefore, as a result, New 
Hope Church was no longer needed to serve 
as a school; it was used solely for the edifying 
and uplifting of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ and the surrounding communities. Many 
of the members in the mid to late 20th century 
came from the A. L. King, E. Q. Vance and 
William Yandell plantations in South Quitman 
and Tallahatchie Counties in Mississippi. 

Former Pastors were: the late Jim Jones, 
Jordan Taylor, Jim Lee, Joe Survillian, T. 
Terry, L.J. Rodgers, M.L. Long and former 
Pastor Oswald G. McCaskill. In February of 
2002 Reverend Reginald Griffin answered his 
call to Pastor New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

October 2005, Reverend Reginald Griffin, 
Pastor of the New Hope M.B. Church called a 
meeting with members of New Hope and 
Pleasant Ridge Missionary Baptist Church of 
Lambert, Mississippi, his former church prior 
to coming to New Hope. At this meeting, he 
put forth a plan to merge the two churches 
since both had declining memberships be-
cause of declining populations in the mostly 
sharecropping community. Through Divine 
intervention, the members of New Hope and 
the members of Pleasant Ridge agreed to the 
merge. The members of both congregations 
were given the task of renaming the new 
church. Pastor Griffin jokingly made the sug-
gestion to name the new church Pleasant 
Hope and that name and other suggestions 
were voted on. By a slim majority vote in No-

vember 2005 the combined church officially 
became Pleasant Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

Pleasant Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
under the leadership of Pastor Reginald Griffin 
was officially chartered in the small town of 
Vance, Mississippi on Cassidy Bayou, located 
on the Southwest corner of the intersection of 
Highway 3 (Charley Pride Highway) and Wal-
nut Road. 

The oldest member of New Hope at the 
time of the charter was Mother Corrine Jack-
son Thomas, age 84, and the oldest member 
now is still Mother Corrine Jackson Thomas at 
age 97. 

Since many of the members had long since 
moved from the plantations and had settled in 
nearby Lambert and Marks, and the fact that 
the historic building of New Hope was no 
longer suitable for conducting services, the 
membership set sites on a more secure and 
suitable location to build a new sanctuary fur-
ther North where most of the members had 
moved. 

After much prayer and searching, Pastor 
Griffin and the Deacons were led to an over-
grown parcel of land in the heart of Lambert 
(the Town of Hope) which was perfect for 
Pleasant Hope’s new location. The parcel was 
purchased, cleared and the new edifice was 
erected. There were many struggles along the 
way including but not limited to a straight wind 
storm that blew many of the rafters down on 
July 4, 2012, but on September 12, 2012 the 
first worship service was held in the newly 
built church at 945 Sixth Street in Lambert, 
Mississippi. 

The decision was made to demolish the old 
structure that was Pleasant Ridge, and plans 
are in place to preserve the cemetery and use 
the land in a way that benefits the present 
membership of Pleasant Hope. Sadly, the 
original sanctuary of New Hope that had been 
reconstructed under the leadership of Rev. 
Myles Long in the 1980’s was accidentally or 
intentionally burned to the ground on April 10, 
2016. The origin of the fire has not been de-
termined. The land on which the old New 
Hope Church sat, was also a cemetery and 
will be preserved as such in the years ahead. 
However, the original building held many 
memories since most of the current member-
ship confessed a home in Christ there. 

Pastor Griffin was led to change church 
service times from 9:00 a.m. Sunday School, 
and 11:00 a.m. morning worship to holding 
Sunday School inclusive with morning worship 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. The church’s motto is 
‘‘We are a church on the move for Christ, our 
doors and hearts are always open and you 
are always welcome’’. Over the years the con-
gregation has grown spiritually. We now have 
two Associate Ministers: Minister Gloria Rich-
mond Jackson and Minister Tanya Shegog 
Thomas. Church Officers Board of Deacons 
and Board of Trustees, Weddie Jackson, Sr. 
Emeritus, Tommie L. Jackson, Chairman, Jack 
Clark, Jr., Vice Chairman, Larry Thomas, 
Church Clerk/Secretary, Elizabeth S. Goins, 
Treasurer, Andrew Jarriett, Jr., Assistant 
Treasurer, Robert. L. Jackson, Member, 
Charles Beasley, Jr., Reginald G. Griffin, Pas-
tor. 

Pleasant Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
welcomes members of the Lambert, and sur-
rounding counties of Quitman, Tallahatchie, 
Coahoma and Panola to utilize our sanctuary 
for weddings, funerals, baptisms, and other 
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church and community events. Pleasant Hope 
is not just a building, but it is a body of Bap-
tized Believers whose facility is being used by 
God as a gateway for glorifying and praising 
the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Pleasant Hope Missionary Bap-
tist Church for its dedication for serving our 
great people. 

f 

CONGRATULATING UT 
SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to praise UT South-
western Medical Center, which has retained its 
status as the top hospital in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area. 

U.S. News & World Report annually reviews 
the best hospitals in the U.S. The publication 
analyzes data from nearly 5,000 medical cen-
ters and survey responses from more than 
30,000 physicians to rank hospitals in 16 adult 
specialties. 

As UT Southwestern celebrates its 75th an-
niversary, they have been recognized as the 
top hospital in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, the 
second best in Texas and nationally ranked in 
seven specialties, including Geriatrics, Neu-
rology & Neurosurgery, Diabetes & Endocri-
nology, Nephrology, Urology, Pulmonology, 
and Orthopedics. 

Nationally, only 158 hospitals ranked in at 
least one of the specialties in 2018–19. 

U.S. News & World Report also gave UT 
Southwestern high-performing ratings in the 
areas of cancer, cardiology and heart surgery, 
gastroenterology and GI surgery, and ophthal-
mology, as well as for procedures for abdom-
inal aortic aneurysm repair, heart failure, colon 
cancer surgery, lung cancer surgery, and 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. UT 
Southwestern received excellent ratings for 
patient satisfaction for all nine categories of 
procedures reviewed. 

Recognition comes as UT Southwestern 
continues to expand access to its distinctive 
academic medicine through new facilities and 
partnerships that find innovative approaches to 
improving efficiencies and lowering the overall 
costs of care. 

UT Southwestern is expanding to meet the 
needs of North Texas by adding 300 new 
beds to the existing 460, making it among the 
largest medical facilities in the nation. In addi-
tion, scheduled to open in 2020, a 12-story, 
third tower will serve as a clinical home for 
neurological care, consolidated acute inpatient 
care services, additional operating rooms, 
interventional suites, expanded Emergency 
Department care, and two new parking struc-
tures. 

Earlier this year, U.S. News & World Report 
ranked UT Southwestern Medical School as 
one of the top 20 medical schools for primary 
care and the top 30 for research in the United 
States. Among medical specialties, UT South-
western nationally ranked 14th among internal 
medicine programs and 18th among obstetrics 
and gynecology programs. 

In addition, UT Southwestern’s residency 
program for Internal Medicine was ranked 8th 
in the nation by Doximity’s 2018–2019 Resi-
dency Navigator. UT Southwestern Graduate 
School of Biomedical Sciences ranked 18th in 
the nation among graduate schools for biologi-
cal sciences and 41st for chemistry, according 
to U.S. News & World Report. In Chemistry, 
UT Southwestern ranked 13th for bio-
chemistry. 

UT Southwestern ranked No. 1 in the world 
among peer institutions in the ‘‘healthcare’’ re-
search category on the Nature Index 2018 An-
nual Tables, which evaluates publication of 
high-quality research. UT Southwestern also 
ranks fifth in the world in the number of pub-
lished research articles cited as significant 
sources in third-party patent applications, used 
to evaluate an institution’s impact and influ-
ence on industrial innovation—how a scientific 
discovery leads to, or plays a part in, the de-
velopment and commercialization of new prod-
ucts and services. 

UT Southwestern is one of the premier aca-
demic medical centers in the nation. The facil-
ity integrates pioneering biomedical research 
with exceptional clinical care and education. 
The institution’s faculty has received six Nobel 
Prizes, and includes 22 members of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, 16 members of 
the National Academy of Medicine, and 15 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investiga-
tors. The faculty of more than 2,700 is respon-
sible for groundbreaking medical advances 
and is committed to translating science-driven 
research quickly to new clinical treatments. UT 
Southwestern physicians provide care in about 
80 specialties to more than 100,000 hospital-
ized patients, 600,000 emergency room cases, 
and oversee approximately 2.2 million out-
patient visits a year. 

It is my honor to share the successes of UT 
Southwestern and my privilege to congratulate 
them on earning this prestigious recognition. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. KYLE ENG 

HON. JACKY ROSEN 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Officer Kyle Eng, a longtime 
Las Vegas resident and devoted family man. 

Kyle was a beloved father to his three 
daughters and husband to Arlyn Eng. He was 
known for his love of sports and dedication to 
his family. 

Kyle worked as a truck driver for a Las 
Vegas dairy company for over 20 years. Dur-
ing that span, he was known as an extremely 
reliable manager and hard worker and was 
said to never have missed a day of work. At 
the age of 50, Kyle decided to leave his job 
and pursue his lifelong dream of becoming a 
police officer. Kyle wanted to prove to his chil-
dren and grandchildren that it’s never too late 
to chase your dream. 

Through his perseverance and determina-
tion, Kyle successfully became a Corrections 
Officer for the City of Las Vegas. Kyle’s cheer-
ful spirit, his caring nature, and his persistence 
to live out his dreams will always be cele-
brated and remembered by his family and 
loved ones. 

URGING FOR RELEASE OF MI-
CHAEL PHUONG MINH NGUYEN 
FROM DETENTION IN VIETNAM 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
urge our government to use all of its available 
resources to ensure the safe and timely re-
lease of United States citizen Michael Phuong 
Minh Nguyen from detention in Vietnam. 

Michael was captured by Vietnamese au-
thorities on July 7th while touring Vietnam and 
visiting elderly relatives. He is being inves-
tigated for ‘‘engaging in activity against the 
People’s Government’’ and is being held at 
the Phan Dang Luu Detention Center in the 
Binh Thanh District of Ho Chi Minh City. 

Despite having been detained for almost a 
month, the Vietnamese communist govern-
ment has not brought any formal charges 
against Michael. He has only been allowed to 
visit with the United States Consulate once 
and has not been allowed to communicate at 
all with his family and friends. The Vietnamese 
government may continue its investigation for 
several months, during which time Michael will 
have limited due process rights, including lim-
ited communication privileges, according to 
Vietnam’s laws. 

Michael’s wife, Helen, wrote to me from our 
home state of California where she and Mi-
chael have raised four children, to ask for as-
sistance with her husband’s case. In her letter 
to me, Helen said: ‘‘Our biggest concern is 
that without representation, the Vietnamese 
government will continue to hold him without 
probable cause, assess bogus and unwar-
ranted charges, resulting in serious ramifica-
tions.’’ 

The government of Vietnam has a history of 
arbitrarily detaining those who have peacefully 
exercised their legal rights and has been 
cracking down even harder, recently, with 
longer sentences. Michael Nguyen’s case is a 
disturbing example of this, but this time the Vi-
etnamese authorities have detained and cap-
tured one of our own citizens. As a beacon of 
freedom and democracy, we cannot let such 
arbitrary detention of one of our own citizens 
to stand. 

I join my colleagues, who have also called 
for Michael Nguyen’s release, in urging our 
government to make Michael Nguyen’s re-
lease a priority and ensure his safe return 
home to the United States. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, had I been present, 
I would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 378 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 379. 
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