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HONORING SETON GARDNER 

HON. PAUL D. RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, when 
I accepted this job, I did not fully appreciate all 
of its institutional and ceremonial responsibil-
ities. Today I can say it is one of the best 
things about being Speaker. This is in no 
small part due to having Seton Gardner as our 
director of special events and protocol. Seton 
started with Speaker Boehner as an intern in 
2011, and joined the special events depart-
ment in 2013. If there is a major event in the 
Capitol—be it a Gold Medal Ceremony, a Joint 
Meeting, or State of the Union—Seton is at 
the helm. She is highly regarded for maintain-
ing our traditions, while making everyone from 
world leaders to everyday citizens feel at 
home in the people’s House. No matter the 
stage, Seton never breaks a sweat. She 
makes what is surely a stressful process go 
seamlessly. For all of this, and for her years 
of dedicated service, I extend my thanks to 
Seton on behalf of a very grateful institution. 

f 

CITY OF EDMONTON 

HON. JAMES COMER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the in-
corporation of the City of Edmonton in the 
First Congressional District of Kentucky. The 
local community is holding a celebration the 
weekend of September 7th through 9th in the 
downtown area, which will highlight their 
shared heritage and reflect on the city’s past. 

I appreciate the generations of local officials 
and citizens of Edmonton who have stead-
fastly devoted themselves to the betterment of 
others, as well as all those who have assisted 
with the planning of the event. This historic 
milestone is a culmination of their efforts and 
a testament to their collective pride for their 
beloved hometown. 

I look forward to continuing to work with 
local leaders and the residents of Edmonton to 
further the economic and industrial prosperity 
of Metcalfe County for generations to come, 
and I join with the city’s current and former 
residents in honoring this tight-knit, culturally 
rich community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS. 
OLLIE RUTH HUNTER 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with a heavy heart that I rise today to join 

my fellow Georgians in commemorating the 
passing of a lifelong resident of the Atlanta 
suburbs, Mrs. Ollie Ruth Hunter, who passed 
away on August 28, 2018, at the age of 84. 
Mrs. Hunter was a proud nurse who com-
mitted her life to care for her fellow citizens. 

Mrs. Ollie Ruth Hunter was born on March 
31, 1934. Having spent her entire life as a 
resident of Atlanta, she attended school at 
Ben Hill Elementary School, then on to Booker 
T. Washington High School. After high school, 
Mrs. Hunter continued her education at the 
Belmont Nursing School and Grady Nursing 
School. During her career, Mrs. Hunter worked 
as a nurse for Holy Family Hospital, various 
nursing homes, and individual private duty as-
signments. Subsequently, Mrs. Hunter held 
several jobs, but the one that allowed her to 
contribute most to her community was her job 
as the first black manager of Barricini Candies 
at Greenbriar Mall in Atlanta, GA. As a trail-
blazer, she provided the opportunity for nu-
merous young black women to work their first 
job. 

Mrs. Hunter loved to travel, especially, to 
Florida, but according to her, the best places 
to be were church, home, ball games, and car 
races. She was an active member of several 
clubs and lodges, including the Three Rose 
Social Club, Eastern Star, Heron of Jericho, 
and, her favorite, the Red Hat Society. She 
was the founder and Queen of the Red Hat 
Gems of Atlanta. 

I celebrate Mrs. Hunter for her admirable 
service to the city of Atlanta and her family. 
My colleagues and I extend our heartful con-
dolences to her surviving family members 
which include her three children, three grand-
children, and eleven great-grandchildren. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to extend my deepest 
sympathies to Mrs. Hunter’s family and friends 
during this difficult time. 

f 

HONORING TYLER J. MANN, JR. 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Tyler Mann, Jr. 
Tyler is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 215, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Tyler has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Tyler has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Tyler 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Tyler completed land-
scaping around the new electronic sign at his 
church. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Tyler Mann, Jr. for his accom-

plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF NEW 
LIFE REFUGE MINISTRIES IN 
COMBATTING HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING AND BRINGING HEAL-
ING TO ITS VICTIMS 

HON. MICHAEL CLOUD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, human trafficking 
is a tragic, dehumanizing plague that must 
end. This year, Congress has taken significant 
steps to combat this horrible crime. Yet, more 
must be done both on the national level and 
in our communities. 

The victims—children, women, and men— 
have had their lives forever changed and they 
will bear the scars, both mental and physical, 
for years to come. There are over 300,000 vic-
tims of human trafficking in the State of Texas 
alone. To make matters worse, many human 
trafficking victims are never rescued from their 
vicious captors. 

Despite this darkness, there are rays of light 
across this nation making a difference in the 
battle against human trafficking. I rise today to 
highlight one of these remarkable organiza-
tions, the New Life Refuge Ministries, which is 
doing incredible work to combat this scourge 
by rescuing victims. 

Organizations, such as New Life Refuge 
Ministries, serve as a voice for the voiceless, 
and work to empower the victims so that they 
can be heard. Their mission is simple: ending 
child sex trafficking by educating the commu-
nity, partnering with other organizations in the 
fight against modern-day slavery, and pro-
viding a refuge for adult and child survivors 
alike. 

Thank you to New Life Refuge Ministries for 
the work you are doing to end trafficking by 
bringing hope and healing to these shattered 
victims. Since its founding, New Life Refuge 
Ministries has worked tirelessly to educate 
more than 11,000 individuals on the dangers 
and effects of sex trafficking including 
healthcare workers, Law Enforcement officials, 
first responders, and even high school stu-
dents, demonstrating to them the effects this 
modern-day slavery has on the youth of Amer-
ica. 

Through their efforts, New Life Refuge Min-
istries, and many similar organizations have 
saved countless children from the vicious en-
trapments and effects of human trafficking. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
New Life Refuge Ministries in their fight to end 
child sex trafficking and bring healing and 
hope to the brave children who have suffered 
under this abuse. Mr. Speaker, please join me 
in extending my sincerest desire for the suc-
cess of their mission and may they inspire oth-
ers to do the same. 
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May God Bless the New Life Refuge Min-

istries and their mission, may God Bless the 
victims, and may they find refuge, hope, and— 
ultimately—healing. 

f 

HONORING THE GILROY DISPATCH 
OF THE CITY OF GILROY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the Gilroy Dispatch (Dispatch), the 
local printed news source for the City of 
Gilroy. On September 12, 2018, the Gilroy 
Dispatch will celebrate a true milestone, its 
150th anniversary. I would like to commend 
the Dispatch for its century and a half of serv-
ice, fellowship, and leadership to the Gilroy 
community. 

Founded initially as the Gilroy Advocate, the 
Dispatch is one of the oldest continuous busi-
nesses in the region. The Dispatch has chron-
icled the community’s growth from a small ag-
ricultural town to the nation’s Garlic Capital. 

The Dispatch has been at the heart of its 
Gilroy community through connecting neigh-
bors to each other and to small businesses. It 
continues to serve as both a spotlight and 
watchdog for neighbors and readers alike on 
the changes and developments in Gilroy. 

In its history, the Dispatch’s pages have ac-
counted for stories of all sizes and angles. It 
has chronicled wars, fires, earthquakes, floods 
as well as new schools, big harvests and cit-
izen achievements. Despite its many awards 
over the years, the Dispatch is most proud of 
the trust it has earned by the Gilroy commu-
nity. 

As the Gilroy Dispatch celebrates 150 years 
of service to the Gilroy community, I join in 
congratulating them and wishing them the best 
for the next 150 years. 

f 

HONORING JANE L. HOUGH 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor 
of Jane L. Hough, who passed away on Au-
gust 11 at the age of 91. She was a friend to 
me and to many who live in Salem, the city 
she loved. While most notable as the first 
woman to serve on Salem’s City Council, she 
contributed in many ways to the welfare of her 
community. 

Jane was born in Norton and grew up in the 
coalfields of Virginia. She attended Randolph 
Macon Women’s College, where she earned a 
dual degree in Latin and math. Her son Andy 
told the Roanoke Times that she still spoke 
fluent Latin years after graduating, but she 
drew on her math degree to teach algebra at 
Andrew Lewis High School. 

Jane was a longtime member of the Salem 
Republican Committee. In 1972, she decided 
to run for Salem’s City Council. She ran as an 
independent, won, and served three terms, 
helping Salem find its footing in its early years 
as an independent city. Her leadership boost-
ed the city’s fiscal health. During her tenure, 

she served on the executive board of the Vir-
ginia Municipal League and the National 
League of Cities’ Small City Commission. 

Jane’s active citizenship in Salem extended 
beyond her time in elected office. Beside her 
career as a teacher prior to her time on City 
Council, she mentored children at the Virginia 
Baptist Children’s Home supervised by her 
husband Franklin. Beginning in 1953, she also 
helped beautify the city by planting and land-
scaping as a member of the Salem Garden 
Club. 

Jane is survived by Franklin, her husband of 
69 years; their four children, Frank, Amelia, 
Jay, and Andy; their four grandchildren, Amy, 
Morgen, Lucy, and Samantha; and their great- 
grandchildren, Amelia and Olivia. She will be 
missed in Salem, the city for which she did so 
much. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
available and missed Roll Call Vote 390. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘Nay’’ on 
Roll Call No. 390. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, thank you to Mr. 
HILL for organizing this tribute. 

Last week, Arizonans said goodbye to our 
senator, our patriot, and our hero, John 
McCain. Thousands of us took. I time off work, 
school, and or daily lives to pay our respects. 

We honored Senator McCain because he 
was first and foremost an American patriot. He 
represented the very best about our country. 
He was loyal above all else to our core values 
as Americans. Before he left us, he wrote us 
a parting letter. One part of that letter spoke 
to me, and should be a daily reminder for us 
all: 

‘‘[W]e have always had so much more in 
common with each other than in disagree-
ment. If only we remember that and give each 
other the benefit of the presumption that we all 
love our country, we’ll get through these chal-
lenging times . . . believe always in the prom-
ise and greatness of America, because noth-
ing is inevitable here. Americans never quit. 
We never surrender. We never hide from his-
tory. We make history.’’ 

John lived those values in the halls of the 
U.S. Senate, at home in Arizona, and around 
the world as a beacon of light and hope. 

The memory of John McCain will never 
fade, but it’s up to us to carry on his legacy. 
We must strive to find common ground and 
stand taller than the divisive and toxic politics 
of the moment. Some days, some will fall 
short of the expectations we set for ourselves, 
but we must wake up each day determined to 
do better and do right by the American people. 

No matter our party, we should all aspire to 
live up to his measure and always try to do 
what’s best for our country. 

f 

REPUBLIC OF THE RIO GRANDE: 
THE 7TH FLAG OVER TEXAS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, to a Texan, 
‘‘Six Flags’’ is more than just the name of an 
amusement park. As those of us from great 
state know, the term refers to the six different 
flags that have flown over our state: those of 
Spain, France, Mexico, the Republic of Texas, 
the Confederacy, and—since 1865—the flag 
of the United States. 

However, what many folks don’t know is 
that there was a 7th flag over Texas that has 
long been overlooked: the flag of the Republic 
of the Rio Grande. Now, if you’re from the little 
border town of Laredo this is no news to you. 
Laredo has adopted this flag as the city’s offi-
cial flag. It can be found waving on the 
streets, hanging on houses, and even promi-
nently displayed in halls of City Council. Red, 
white, and black with three stars and two 
stripes, this flag is a symbol for a group of 
fighting Texians that will not be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, the Republic of the Rio 
Grande was a small, unrecognized nation. 
After Texas broke away from Mexico, leaders 
in other Mexican states were empowered to 
do the same. In 1840 the courageous leaders 
met in Laredo, Texas and declared their inde-
pendence, claiming the territories of Mexican 
states, parts of current-day Texas, and even 
New Mexico for the Republic of the Rio 
Grande. 

Those of us who have taken Texas history 
in school know that Mexico isn’t a country 
keen on giving up territory without a fight. It’s 
no surprise that the young Republic soon 
found itself facing the well-prepared Mexican 
army on the battlefield. Despite several 
months of intense battle, the revolutionaries 
were soon captured. The Republic of the Rio 
Grande was no more. 

The Republic of the Rio Grande may have 
been a small and short-lived nation, but it cap-
tures the mind and spirit of generations of 
Texans. The Republic of the Rio Grande re-
minds us all to never give up without a fight, 
especially when fighting for freedom. 

If you make it out to Laredo, Texas, look up. 
The flag of the Republic of the Rio Grande will 
be there, waving in the soft breeze. Look up 
and remember the brave soldiers that fought 
for Texas, the stars and stripes of that 7th 
flag, and remember the Republic of the Rio 
Grande. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. PETE 
HANSE 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Mr. Pete Hanse on being honored 
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as the Lemoore Chamber of Commerce 2018 
Agriculturalist of the Year. 

Pete Hanse was born and raised in Califor-
nia’s Central Valley, attending local schools 
and choosing to remain in the community as 
an adult. Establishing a successful family busi-
ness, Hanse Farms Inc., Mr. Hanse has 
earned a well-known reputation for his dedica-
tion to protecting and preserving the agri-
culture industry in Kings County and the great-
er Central Valley region. 

Mr. Hanse has further shown his service to 
the community by his involvement in the Kings 
County Farm Bureau. For forty-four consecu-
tive years, which is an accomplishment in and 
of itself, he has volunteered on its Board of Di-
rectors. He has held every position on the 
Board, including serving as President from 
1986 to 1988. His involvement continued with 
his participation in numerous California Farm 
Bureau state conventions, establishing rela-
tionships and gaining knowledge from organi-
zations outside of Kings County. 

Through his decades of experience, Mr. 
Hanse has become known for his superior 
knowledge on many topics in the agriculture 
industry. His peers look to him for direction on 
industry challenges and he is consistently will-
ing to share his wisdom with others. Through 
his dedication and involvement in the commu-
nity, Mr. Hanse has become known for his reli-
ability, hard-working character, and leadership 
for the industry. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in commending Mr. Pete Hanse on his 
dedicated service to the Central Valley and on 
being honored as the Lemoore Chamber of 
Commerce 2018 Agriculturalist of the Year. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE EDW. C. LEVY CO. 

HON. TIM WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th anniversary of the Edw. 
C. Levy Co., which was founded in 1918 when 
Edward C. Levy, Sr. started a trucking busi-
ness in Detroit, Michigan area. 

A short time later, Levy started hauling 
away steel slag for the Ford Motor Company’s 
River Rouge plant, and then other steel mills. 

He began to crush the slag and sell it as 
road-base material—a move that paved the 
way for the company’s continuing expansion 
and development. 

Today, under the leadership of Ed Levy, Jr. 
and S. Evan Weiner, the Levy Group of Com-
panies has grown into an international busi-
ness with locations across the United States 
and the globe. 

Their products and services include steel 
mill services, slag, natural aggregates, as-
phalt, concrete and cement, specialty prod-
ucts, logistics, lab services, land development, 
and agricultural products. 

The company is committed to promoting the 
well-being of their employees and recognizing 
contributions made by the hardworking, loyal 
people who work there. 

As a good neighbor, Levy is also active in 
helping to fund local projects and in contrib-
uting to charitable organizations that improve 

the quality of life in the communities where 
they are located. 

As they celebrate 100 years, Levy maintains 
a prominent position in the global marketplace 
and has a sterling reputation for excellence, 
innovation, and cooperation. 

It is a lasting legacy that undoubtedly 
reaches far beyond Edward C. Levy, Sr.’s 
wildest dreams. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ALVARADOSMITH 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the AlvaradoSmith law firm in California. 
Since 1993, AlvaradoSmith has provided legal 
counsel to public agencies, large non-profit 
corporations, municipalities, emerging busi-
nesses, mid-sized companies and Fortune 500 
companies. Since then they have opened 
three offices across California in Santa Ana, 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, in addition to 
international locations in Latin America. 
AlvaradoSmith uses state-of-the-art technology 
and attorneys with a wealth of experience in 
different sectors to provide clients with innova-
tive solutions. 

The AlvaradoSmith firm was established by 
Ray Alvarado and Ruben A. Smith with core 
principles around diversity, excellence, integ-
rity, and community leadership. They have 
shown their commitment to these values as 
one of the largest minority-owned law firm in 
the nation and the largest certified minority- 
owned law firm in California. Their highly- 
qualified attorneys attended the nation’s pres-
tigious law schools including Berkley Law, 
Cornell, Georgetown, UCLA, USC and Yale. 
Their attorneys have breadth in their expertise 
ranging from business litigation to intellectual 
property. Their clients include Netflix, Shell, 
University of California, Restoration Hardware, 
Southern California Edison and Northrop 
Grumman. 

Today, AlvaradoSmith serve as champions 
for diversity in legal counsel and continue to 
set the example for other law firms. 
AlvaradoSmith fosters inclusivity through their 
ability to speak over five different languages, 
investment in a multi-generational workforce, 
creation of women’s leadership forum, and 
multi-disciplinary practice. I am honored to 
recognize AlvaradoSmith and its 25 years of 
dedication to diversity and inclusion. 

f 

HERB MEYER 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of an inspirational community leader, 
Herb Meyer, who recently passed away at the 
age of 87. Mr. Meyer was one of the sailing 
world’s premier disabled racers, and he was 
dedicated to reducing barriers facing people 
with disabilities. 

Born in 1931, Mr. Meyer began his sailing 
career at 12 years old in New Jersey. After 
serving in the Korean War as a jet fighter pilot, 

he moved to California in 1963. Once in the 
Bay Area, Mr. Meyer started racing out of Bel-
vedere Cove and eventually moved to Marin 
county in 1980. 

In July of 1993, while sailing on San Fran-
cisco Bay, Mr. Meyer broke his neck and be-
came a paraplegic. After sailing for over 30 
years, Herb thought his days on the water 
were over. Thanks to the Bay Area Associa-
tion of Disabled Sailors, Mr. Meyer was re- 
trained on sailing with a disability, and back 
out on the bay just one year after his accident. 
He continued competitive sailing and partici-
pated in Paralympic and other international 
races including in Canada, Italy, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, and Australia. 

Over the years, Mr. Meyer joined many 
community organizations serving the disabled. 
In addition to serving as Commodore for the 
Bay Area Association of Disabled Sailors in 
2002, he was on the boards of the Marin Cen-
ter for Independent Living and the Treasure Is-
land Sailing Center, and he was a founding 
member of the county’s In-Home Support 
Services chapter. These efforts also translated 
to national action, as Mr. Meyer chaired the 
Special Needs Committee for the United 
States Sailing Association. 

Herb Meyer served his country during a 
time of war and his community thereafter. He 
faced his disability and worked tirelessly to not 
only continue his passion for sailing but to 
lower the barriers for other to do the same. 
Mr. Speaker, it is therefore fitting that we 
honor Herb today for his decades of commit-
ment to helping people with disabilities over-
come barriers and follow their passions. His 
presence will be sorely missed, and his lead-
ership not be soon forgotten. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, due to tropical 
storm Gordon, which impacted my district on 
9/4/18, I was en route back to Washington 
and unable to vote on the following roll call 
votes on 9/6/18. Had I been present, I would 
have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 392. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CONSECRATION OF 
ST. GEORGE’S MACEDONIAN OR-
THODOX CHURCH 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 50th anniversary of the Mac-
edonian Orthodox Church’s consecration in 
Syracuse, New York. The Macedonian Ortho-
dox Church has long been a staple in the Syr-
acuse community and currently serves 200 
families in the area. 

Known locally as St. George, the congrega-
tion traces its roots back to 1964 when twenty 
Macedonian immigrant families established the 
church in upstate New York. Once estab-
lished, the church registered under the juris-
diction of the Mother church, the Macedonian 
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Orthodox Church and the Holy Synod of 
Bishops in Skopje, Macedonia. Shortly there-
after, in 1965, the first Divine Liturgy was de-
livered to St. George’s church by Archbishop 
Dositej Stojokić in Macedonian. The visit by 
Archbishop Dositej was a success, resulting in 
the consecration of a permanent church on 
July 1, 1968. 

St. George’s rapidly expanded in the 1970’s 
and by the end of the decade there was a 
need for a new church to accommodate more 
members. A new church hall was constructed 
and occupied by St. George’s in 1981. On 
September 15, 1985, the new church was 
consecrated by the Metropolitan Kiril. After fur-
ther successes and a growing parish, St. 
George’s underwent its final renovation to date 
in the 1990’s. This renovation included an ex-
pansion of the church hall and the installment 
of a beautiful stain glass window collection. 
These efforts were led by Father Branko 
Postolovski, who continues to lead St. 
George’s today. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the members of the 
House to join me in honoring the history and 
contributions of St. George’s Macedonian Or-
thodox Church. It is my hope that St. George’s 
continues to thrive and serve the Syracuse 
area for many more years to come. 

f 

HONORING BRIGADIER GENERAL 
BENJAMIN F. ADAMS III 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Brigadier General Benjamin F. Adams 
III. He is an exemplary leader who has served 
our nation for forty years in military service. 

General Adams received his commission 
through the ROTC program at the University 
of Mississippi in 1978. He completed flight 
school in 1980 and spent 15 years on active 
duty with the United States Army. He has 
commanded at the company, battalion, and 
brigade levels. Active duty assignments in-
cluded the United States Army Aviation Cen-
ter, Fort Rucker, Alabama; the 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault) and the 160th Special 
Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne) at 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky; Army Reserve Per-
sonnel Center, Saint Louis, Missouri; and the 
Combined Forces Land Component Com-
mand, Kuwait and Baghdad, Iraq. He served 
as a military technician in the Kentucky Na-
tional Guard as the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky’s State Army Aviation Officer; J1 and 
Army Chief of Staff from September 1999 to 
November 2012. 

General Adams’ most recent service has 
been as Commander, Land Component Com-
mand, Kentucky Army National Guard. In this 
position, he served as an assistant and advi-
sor to the Adjutant General of Kentucky. He 
was responsible for manning, training, and 
equipping a force of over 8,500 Army and Air 
Guardsmen. 

Following a career of forty years of service, 
General Adams is retiring from Army service. 
He will continue to serve as the Kentucky De-
partment of Veteran’s Affairs Commissioner. 
His service there is valuable to all of Ken-
tucky’s many veterans. 

It is my honor today to recognize this ex-
traordinary patriot, Brigadier General Benjamin 

F. Adams, as he retires from Army service. 
His service and his leadership are greatly ap-
preciated. 

f 

TACKLING FENTANYL: THE CHINA 
CONNECTION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday we held a hearing at the Sub-
committee on Africa, Global Health, Global 
Human Rights, and International Organiza-
tions, which I chair. 

Chinese-made fentanyl, a synthetic opioid, 
is killing Americans—more than 29,000 in 
2017 alone. We must hold the Chinese gov-
ernment accountable. 

Kirsten D. Madison, Assistant Secretary of 
State for International Narcotics and Law En-
forcement Affairs testified that China is ‘‘a pri-
mary source of illicit synthetic drugs coming to 
the United States.’’ 

Paul E. Knierim, Deputy Chief of Operations 
at the Office of Global Enforcement for the 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), stat-
ed in his testimony that ‘‘China is one of the 
world’s top producers of the precursor chemi-
cals used to manufacture methamphetamine 
and fentanyl, as well as the chemicals used to 
process heroin and cocaine.’’ 

Ocean County, New Jersey Prosecutor Jo-
seph Coronato, has called the China-made 
fentanyl sent into the United States a ‘‘syn-
thetic storm’’ that is ‘‘devastating.’’ 

He noted thankfully that local law enforce-
ment is doing something about it—like his pro-
gram that allows drug abusers to voluntarily 
turn themselves in at a police station—more 
than 800 since 2017—without being pros-
ecuted. A program that has almost certainly 
reduced deaths. 

Still, Prosecutor Coronato noted that based 
on his medical examiner toxicology analysis, 
in 2014, 10 percent of overdose deaths had 
fentanyl in their systems. Shockingly, in 2018, 
fentanyl-related deaths have jumped to 80 
percent or more. 

He also told the committee that ‘‘synthetics 
will become the predominate type of illegal 
drugs abused within the next 5 years’’ and 
that ‘‘in many instances’’ it is being sold ‘‘right 
over the internet.’’ 

I asked both the State Department and DEA 
what the U.S. is doing to hold China account-
able for fentanyl in the U.S. Are we using ex-
isting tools to hold bad actors in China ac-
countable? We have tools, such as the Global 
Magnitsky Act, which targets corrupt officials 
and human rights abusers. 

Recently the House passed comprehensive 
legislation to address the opioid crisis includ-
ing the Synthetics and Overdose Prevention 
Act. The bill requires the U.S. Postal Service 
(as private carriers like UPS and Fed-Ex are 
currently required to do) to obtain advance 
electronic data (AED)—detailed info on the 
shipper and addressee and other data-em-
powering Customs and Border Protection to 
target fentanyl and other illegal drug ship-
ments. 

Bryce Pardo of the RAND Corporation testi-
fied that the potency of fentanyl has sharply 
increased the number of opioid overdoses 

. . . and that the drug overdose crisis now 
surpasses major public health epidemics of 
prior generations, including the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic. 

Every single Congressional district in Amer-
ica has felt the scourge of the opioid epidemic. 
Don Holman, who was in the audience yester-
day, lost his son, Garrett, to an overdose of 
synthetic fentanyl. Don’s written testimony 
submitted to the committee, reports that the 
package came straight from China. His son or-
dered it online, not knowing of the poisonous 
effects fentanyl has. 

Last week, I spoke at the Mercer County, 
International Overdose Awareness Day spon-
sored by Prosecutor Angelo Onofri and 
Robbinsville Mayor David Fried. Personal tes-
timonies offered by survivors and recovering 
abusers were deeply moving. 

Trenton Police Chief Pedro Medina spoke of 
the loss of his son, Petey, and assured the 
audience that there is a ‘‘God who can help all 
of you.’’ 

Advocate Mark Manning, who lost his son 
Christopher, spoke of his ongoing pain but 
urged all to work together to help the vulner-
able. 

And Adrienne Petta recounted the horrors of 
her addiction and the impact on her family— 
she is now a recovery specialist. 

For the record, Monmouth County Pros-
ecutor Christopher Gramiccioni’s Opioids Di-
version Program, steers certain low-level non- 
violent offenders to treatment rather than tradi-
tional criminal prosecution, and Mercer County 
Prosecutor Angelo Onofri’s Community Addic-
tion Recovery Effort (CARE) program which 
emphasizes treatment-first interventions for 
opioid addicts. 

We must look at this as a disease. Go after 
those who are marketing and selling fentanyl 
and offer programs and assistance to those 
who need help. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY OF DAVID AND 
CAROL WITHERINGTON 

HON. ERIC A. ‘‘RICK’’ CRAWFORD 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 50th wedding anniversary of 
David and Carol Witherington. When they met, 
Chicagoan Carol Leonard was 17. Ten-
nessean David Witherington was on leave, 
and visiting Carol’s hometown of Melrose 
Park, Illinois. Following David’s honorable dis-
charge, they eloped and married on Sep-
tember 7, 1968, in Clinton, Kentucky. Mr. and 
Mrs. Witherington worked in the plastics indus-
try, and their careers took them across the 
United States, along the way adopting two 
sons. In 1985 the family sold their house, 
moved to Colorado, and started their own suc-
cessful plastics company—the BroCom Cor-
poration. Today, the Witheringtons live in 
beautiful Mountain Home, Arkansas, and are 
celebrating 50 years of marriage. 
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HONORING THE CALISTOGA 

SPEEDWAY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Calistoga Speedway 
in Calistoga, California for being a long-
standing place for our community to gather to-
gether and enjoy racing. 

Calistoga Speedway is an important institu-
tion in our community. It is the home of a half 
mile dirt track loop, one of only several left in 
the United States. In 1937, the racetrack 
transitioned from hosting horse racing to car 
racing and since then has made a great im-
pact in Calistoga and our surrounding commu-
nity. 

In the middle of the 20th century, Louie 
Vermeil and others founded the Northern Auto 
Racing Club (NARC), now called the Golden 
State Challenge Series. The Calistoga Speed-
way was NARC’s home for 25 years. Cur-
rently, drivers from associations including the 
Bay Cities Roadster Racing Association, the 
American Racing Association and the Golden 
State Challenge Series make a point to race 
at the classic racetrack at the Calistoga 
Speedway. Additionally, the Calistoga Speed-
way has been an incredible venue for local 
racers, including Rico Abreu, to develop their 
passions for racing and begin their careers. 

Numerous generations of racers and race 
fans have spent time at the Calistoga Speed-
way. During the two-day races, Calistogans 
and out-of-town race enthusiasts fill the RV 
park at the Napa County Fairgrounds and 
pack the seats at the racetrack. The crowds 
that the Calistoga Speedway draw also 
strengthen our local economy. Visitors eat at 
our restaurants, shop at our stores and stay at 
our hotels. Other facets of our community, in 
addition to local businesses, benefit from the 
Calistoga Speedway. Profits from the Wildcat 
Boosters’ snack bar at the racetrack fund 
sports and music programs in our community, 
which Calistoga children may not have access 
to otherwise. 

Mr. Speaker, the Calistoga Speedway is an 
important pillar of our community. It is there-
fore fitting and proper that we honor it here 
today. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF KINGS 
COUNTY FARM BUREAU 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Kings County Farm Bureau on 
being honored as the Lemoore Chamber of 
Commerce 2018 Agriculture Supporter of the 
Year. 

Kings County Farm Bureau has become a 
foundational institution in California’s Central 
Valley. Celebrating one-hundred years of op-
eration, an incredible achievement in and of 
itself, Kings County Farm Bureau acts as the 
sole agriculture advocacy organization for 
Kings County, California. 

Kings County Farm Bureau not only acts as 
an advocate, but also leads the way on nu-

merous community service initiatives. Included 
is an emphasis on students and young adults 
in Kings County. One such initiative is their 
annual Farm Day, where they strive to edu-
cate students on agriculture-related topics and 
allow them to interact with industry profes-
sionals. Every third-grader in Kings County is 
given this opportunity at no cost to the 
schools. Additionally, Kings County Farm Bu-
reau awards thousands of dollars in college 
scholarships to graduating high school seniors 
each year. 

Kings County Farm Bureau exists as a di-
rect reflection of their stated mission: ‘‘To pro-
vide education, promotion and representation 
of agriculture.’’ They educate the community, 
students, and adults alike, on the importance 
of agriculture for Kings County and the Central 
Valley as a whole. Through their initiatives, 
they directly inspire the next generation of ag-
ricultural leaders. They promote the industry 
by connecting the consumer to the farmer, 
providing a platform for both to communicate 
and learn from each other. Finally, they rep-
resent the agriculture industry through their 
policy advocacy on the local, state, and fed-
eral levels of government. Kings County Farm 
Bureau has consistently demonstrated their 
commitment to protect, preserve, and enhance 
agriculture throughout Kings County. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in commending Kings County Farm 
Bureau on their dedicated service to the Cen-
tral Valley and on being honored as the 
Lemoore Chamber of Commerce 2018 Agri-
culture Supporter of the Year. 

f 

STANDING UP FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF IRAN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Iranian 
people are still in the streets calling for the 
end of the regime. Despite continued violence 
by the regime’s thugs, they persist in their 
cries for freedom. Across Iran, in more than 
80 cities, thousands of Iranians are saying 
they have had enough with the corruption and 
repression of the mullahs. The free world can-
not ignore their calls. America, the beacon of 
liberty, must stand with the Iranian people as 
they confront their oppressors. 

For more than two decades, protests in Iran 
have grown more and more frequent as the 
promises of the Islamic revolution have proven 
false. The clerics and IRGC thugs have 
hoarded Iran’s wealth to enrich themselves 
and support terrorism across the Middle East. 
The people of Iran know that their nation 
should be prosperous. They know their coun-
try is blessed with abundant resources, a 
proud history, and population of talented and 
hardworking people—they should not be strug-
gling to get by. But they know it is the 
mullahs—not sanctions from the U.S. or the 
existence of the state of Israel—that starve 
them and keep them poor. The Iranian people 
are not fools who believe the hollow rhetoric of 
the regime. 

Even before President Trump rightly chose 
to abandon the Iran deal, the Iranian people 
saw no benefit from sanctions relief. The se-

cret shipments of cash from the Obama ad-
ministration, the flood of foreign investment, 
the unfreezing of Iranian foreign assets, none 
of it reached the average Iranian. And so in 
late 2017 and into this year, the Iranian people 
bravely came to the streets again to demand 
that the regime fall. They shouted ‘‘death to 
the regime’’ and ‘‘down with the mullahs.’’ And 
the regime responded, as it has so many 
times before, with brutality, killing 25 and ar-
resting more than 4,000. But the Iranian peo-
ple remain undaunted and have not yielded. 

The boldness of the protesters who initially 
took to the streets over the economic hard-
ships quickly inspired others to come forward. 
Women threw their required headscarves to 
the ground in public squares, religious minori-
ties spoke-out about their persecution, workers 
went on strike, and secularists stormed clerical 
seminaries. Their motives represented a wide- 
range of grievance against the regime, but 
they were unified in message: this illegitimate 
regime must end. These protests continue to 
expand as Iranians see their futures diminish 
under the Supreme Leader and his band of 
terrorists. 

There has been an awakening in Iran and 
we must support it. It is not through bombs or 
guns that Iran will become free. It will be 
through the enduring courage and actions of 
everyday Iranians standing up to the regime 
thugs. They are demanding change now and, 
in growing numbers, putting fear into the 
hearts of the mullahs and their stooges. We 
can encourage and amplify their heroism. 
America has the resources and innovative 
tools to broadcast Iranians’ messages of hope. 
Through our technological edge, the U.S. can 
help Iranians communicate and provide what-
ever assistance is requested. We can also en-
sure that the brutality of the regime is seen by 
all and that the theocrats become more iso-
lated and punished because of it. 

America will never turn its back on people 
yearning to be free. Whether in Iran or any-
where else. We have learned throughout his-
tory that ruthless despots that rule far from our 
shores still present a threat to us and our 
ideals. If we stand silently as they savagely 
crush dissent within their own country, their 
ambitions will eventually turn to opponents be-
yond their borders. The regime in Tehran has 
already demonstrated this intent by spreading 
terror throughout the region. Therefore we 
must remain committed to the cause of free-
dom throughout the globe. The terrorists who 
rule Iran today will meet justice, and we will 
help the Iranian people deliver it. And that’s 
just the way it is. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, due to tropical 
storm Gordon, which impacted my district on 
9/4/18, I was en route back to Washington 
and unable to vote on the following roll call 
votes on 9/6/18. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 386; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 387; NAY on Roll Call No. 388; NAY on 
Roll Call No. 389; and NAY on Roll Call No. 
390. 
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HONORING RONALD V. DELLUMS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
a heavy heart that I rise to remember and pay 
tribute to Ronald V. Dellums, the pioneering, 
legendary, brilliant, and dynamic former Chair-
man of the House Armed Services Committee 
who represented the residents of California’s 
9th Congressional District in this body for 27 
years. 

Ronald Dellums died peacefully on July 30, 
2018, at his home in Washington D.C. after 
waging a heroic but losing battle against pros-
tate cancer; he was 82 years old. 

Born November 24, 1935 in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, to Verney and Willa Dellums, Ronald 
Vernie Dellums would go on to lead a con-
sequential life marked by public service, active 
engagement, and passionate leadership. 

These qualities—service, engagement, pas-
sionate commitment—were Dellums family 
traits; Ron’s father was a longshoreman and 
active in the labor movement and his uncle, 
Cottrell Laurence Dellums, helped A. Philip 
Randolph organize the Brother of Sleeping 
Car Porters, before being elected President of 
the union in 1966. 

In 1954, after graduating from high school, 
and during the height of the Cold War, Ronald 
Dellums enlisted in the United States Marine 
Corps and served two years before being hon-
orably discharged in 1956. 

His honorable service to the nation enabled 
him to attend college on the G.I. Bill and in 
1958 he earned an Associate of Arts degree 
from Oakland City College, followed by a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1960 from San 
Francisco State University, an M.S.W. from 
the University of California at Berkeley in 
1962. 

Upon graduation from UC-Berkeley, Ronald 
Dellums worked as a psychiatric social worker 
for the California Department of Mental Hy-
giene and taught at San Francisco State Uni-
versity and the University of California at 
Berkeley, work which soon led him to become 
involved in local politics. 

In 1967, at the age of 32, Ronald was elect-
ed to the Berkeley City Council, where he 
served until 1970, when he was elected to 
Congress as an anti-Vietnam War activist, de-
feating the incumbent in the primary, and win-
ning the general election in a landslide. 

In 1972, Ronald Dellums was reelected to 
the 93rd Congress and to the succeeding 
Congresses, never winning election with less 
than 57 percent of the vote. 

During his tenure in Congress, Ronald Del-
lums served on the House Committees on 
Foreign Affairs, the District of Columbia, Post 
Office and Civil Service, the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence, and Armed Serv-
ices, which he chaired from 1993 to 1995 and 
was Ranking Member from 1995 until his re-
tirement from the House in 1998. 

Throughout his congressional career, Ron-
ald Dellums, who cofounded the Congres-
sional Black Caucus in 1971 and the Congres-
sional Progressive Caucus in 1991, was one 
of the Capitol’s leading authorities and voices 
challenging the underlying assumptions of the 
U.S. military budget. 

Ronald Dellums also led the congressional 
opposition to the apartheid regime in South Af-
rica, winning passage of the Comprehensive 
Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986 by congressional 
override of President Reagan’s veto, the first 
override in the 20th century of a presidential 
foreign policy veto. 

Ronald Dellums championed for equal rights 
for Americans and was one of the first to call 
for the integration of gays and lesbians into 
the military. 

In addition to championing equal rights, Ron 
Dellums was a strong supporter of historic 
preservation. 

He emerged as one of the most radical and 
outspoken Congressmen in Washington, and 
a spokesperson for African American commu-
nity affairs and for his radical political beliefs. 

After retiring from Congress in 1998, Ronald 
Dellums served as president of Healthcare 
International Management, an organization 
that worked with the newly democratic South 
African government to develop low cost, af-
fordable healthcare and bring awareness, pre-
vention and treatment in response to the AIDS 
epidemic. 

Mr. Speaker, Ron Dellums lived a long and 
fulfilling life and made his mark in the world by 
making a difference in the lives of untold num-
bers of individuals. 

I hope that Ron’s family and loved ones are 
comforted by the fact that the lives of millions 
of people here at home and around the world 
were touched by the service of one of the 
great social activists, political leaders, and 
statesmen of the 20th century. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to observe a 
moment of silence in memory of Ronald V. 
Dellums, a tireless and eloquent voice for jus-
tice and equality, who did so much to ensure 
that America always strives to live up to the 
promise of its founding ideals and remain a 
beacon and example for the world. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I missed Roll 
Call votes 386 and 387. Had I been present, 
I would have voted NO on the Previous Ques-
tion in order to allow the House to take up and 
debate the Child Care for Working Families 
Act. I would have voted NO on the closed rule 
for debate on H.R. 6691. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 208TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MEXICAN INDEPEND-
ENCE 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 208th Anniversary of Mexican 
Independence and the 125th Anniversary of 
the Consulate General of Mexico in Denver. 

In October 1893, Mexican President Porfirio 
Diaz appointed Mr. Casemiro Barela as the 
first Consul General of Mexico in Denver, Col-
orado. This moment marked the beginning of 

the long and rewarding relationship between 
the people of Colorado and Mexico. I am 
proud to offer this recognition of this important 
day for the Mexico-United States relationship, 
but also for the Mexico-Colorado relationship, 
here in the United States House of Represent-
atives. Not only is Mexico an important neigh-
bor, but it is also one of our nation’s greatest 
trading partners and closest friends. 

Mexico is home to a hardworking and caring 
people. Through the generations, we have 
seen the Mexican people exemplify resiliency 
and courage leading to the development of 
their country. Mexico is a country of great cul-
ture, which has positively influenced the 
United States and its citizens for the better. 
The United States is home to a large Mexican- 
American community, and their contributions 
have undoubtedly made our nation stronger. 

I am pleased to recognize the 208th Anni-
versary of Mexican Independence and to mark 
the 125th anniversary of the opening of the 
Mexican consulate here in Colorado. I look 
forward to the continued success of our south-
ern neighbor and to watching the bond be-
tween our two nations grow stronger. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF TIM WALL 
CHAIR OF THE VOLUNTEER AND 
COMBINATION OFFICERS SEC-
TION INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION OF FIRE CHIEFS 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERESY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, as the co- 
chair of the Congressional Fire Services Cau-
cus I wish to recognize Timothy S. Wall, who 
will be stepping down as Chair of the Volun-
teer and Combination Officers Section (VCOS) 
of the International Association Fire Chiefs 
(IAFC) in November at the annual Volunteer 
and Combination Officers Section’s Con-
ference in Clearwater, Florida. 

A third-generation firefighter, Chief Wall 
joined the North Farms Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment in 1979. For the past 20 years, he 
served as the department’s chief. Active in 
civic organizations and public safety agencies, 
Chief Wall became a deputy sheriff of New 
Haven County in 1980 and has served as a 
Connecticut state fire marshal since 2000. In 
addition, he is a former president of the Con-
necticut Fire Chiefs Association and the New 
England Division of Fire Chief. 

The mission of VCOS is to provide chief of-
ficers who manage volunteer and combination 
departments within the fire, rescue, and EMS 
delivery system with information, education, 
services, and representation to enhance their 
professionalism and capabilities. Chief Wall 
was elected Chair of the Volunteer and Com-
bination Officers Section in 2005. Under his 
leadership, VCOS has been successfully per-
forming its mission. 

Most recently, VCOS published a joint publi-
cation with the National Volunteer Fire Council 
on cancer prevention within the fire service, 
which is the most pressing issue in the fire 
service. Other challenges include volunteer re-
cruitment and retention, workplace safety, 
leadership accountability and emergency med-
ical services. VCOS has always demonstrated 
leadership in addressing the emerging issues 
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that confront their members—whether it’s 
through publishing reports, developing training 
materials or delivering important messages to 
our elected leaders. These actions require 
strong leadership, which Chief Wall has dem-
onstrated throughout his term as Chair. 

As a co-chair of the Congressional Fire 
Services Caucus, I extend my thanks to Chief 
Wall for the support he has provided to the 
Fire Caucus throughout the years. He under-
stands the importance of grassroots advocacy 
and has always offered his support to my fel-
low fire caucus co-chairs and me to help us 
advance fire service legislation through Con-
gress. 

President Abraham Lincoln once said, 
‘‘Don’t worry when you are not recognized, but 
strive to be worthy of recognition.’’ To me, 
these words describe the character of the men 
and women of our nation’s fire service. Fire-
fighters perform their mission not for recogni-
tion, but for a much higher cause: to safe-
guard the citizens of their communities. While 
Chief Wall has never sought recognition, I 
would like to take this opportunity to express 
my thanks and appreciation for his selfless 
dedication and commitment to public safety. 
He has certainly earned the right to be recog-
nized. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, due to tropical 
storm Gordon, which impacted my district on 
9/4/18, I was not present in the House and un-
able to vote on Wednesday, September 5, 
2018. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 382; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 383; NAY on Roll Call No. 384; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 385. 

f 

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SANTA CLARA 
VALLEY OPEN SPACE AUTHOR-
ITY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 25th Anniversary of the Santa Clara 
Valley Open Space Authority. The OSA’s work 
helps sustain and enrich our lives and is sin-
gularly important to the well-being of future 
generations. 

The OSA was established in 1993 in re-
sponse to grassroots efforts by citizen activists 
and the public seeking to protect Santa Clara 
Valley’s natural resources. From a small agen-
cy, it expanded into a diverse organization 
with 700 currently active volunteers, serving 
areas of Santa Clara County outside the Mid 
peninsula Regional Open Space District. The 
OSA now owns and manages the Sierra Vista 
Open Space, the Rancho Canada del Oro 
Open Space, and the Coyote Ridge and Coy-
ote Valley Open Space Preserves. 

The OSA’s accomplishments over the past 
25 years are numerous and significant, involv-

ing extensive planning and collaboration with a 
variety of partners to develop foundational re-
search and planning tools that guide their 
projects and inform their work. It is the first 
public agency to receive Land Trust Alliance 
Accreditation in 2017, ensuring best practices 
and standards for professional land conserva-
tion. 

Currently, the OSA protects over 22,000 
acres of land and provides permanent protec-
tion of habitat for 25 rare and endangered 
species of wildlife and plants. The OSA is the 
first agency in California to sponsor and de-
velop a Regional Conservation Investment 
Strategy to promote the preservation of spe-
cies, habitats, and other natural resources. 

Year-round, the OSA maintains the avail-
ability of three open space preserves to the 
public and runs hundreds of different types of 
free environmental education programs for the 
public in our preserves and urban parklands. 
The OSA also provides over $10,000,000 in 
funding to over 30 Urban Open Space 
Projects throughout our jurisdiction. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in commending the Open 
Space Authority for 25 years of hard work, its 
progress in its mission of conserving the nat-
ural environment, supporting agriculture and 
connecting our communities to nature is note-
worthy. The OSA has been a key agency in 
our area to help guard our future by pre-
serving vital natural communities, and con-
necting people to nature in our beautiful Santa 
Clara Valley. 

f 

THE SPANISH FLAG LOWERED FOR 
THE FINAL TIME ON TEXAS SOIL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the day 
was July 21, 1821. The heat of the Texas 
summer sun beat down upon San Antonio de 
Bexar, the future site of the Battle of the 
Alamo. The flag of Imperial Spain billowed in 
the wind above the roofs of the mission town. 
This day, however, would be the final day that 
this flag would fly over Texas. 

For nearly three centuries, the Spanish gov-
erned Texas. Conquistadores, missionaries, 
and adventurers made their way to Texas, 
drawn in by the bountiful opportunities of the 
seemingly endless land. However, resistance 
against Spanish rule began to take root within 
its overseas colonies. In Texas, filibusters 
from the United States crossed into Spanish 
territory attempting to claim land loosely con-
trolled by Spanish royal forces. Mexico caught 
the fever of revolution, and by the early 
1800’s, certain individuals, including Father 
Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, were promoting re-
sistance to aspects of Spanish rule. 

To make matters worse, Spain was forced 
to cede Louisiana as a result of the Napole-
onic Wars at home to France, who then sold 
it to President Thomas Jefferson and the 
United States. 

Eventually, the pressure became too great 
from within, and the Mexican War of Inde-
pendence began in 1810. Revolutionaries, 
both Hispanic and Anglos, living across Span-
ish Mexico took up arms in open revolt against 
the Spanish occupiers. In Texas, Jose 

Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara and Augustus W. 
Magee captured Nacodoches, La Bahia, and 
San Antonio, the capital of Spanish Texas at 
the time, and proclaimed Texas an inde-
pendent nation in 1813. Despite their early 
success, the group eventually was defeated 
decisively by Spanish forces, thus keeping 
Texas under Spain’s control. 

However, the days of Spanish rule were 
numbered, and eventually the independence 
movement in Mexico under Agustin de lturbide 
and Vicente Guerrero successfully drove the 
Spanish from Mexican shores once and for all. 
Mexico would officially become an inde-
pendent nation on July 21, 1821. Having pro-
vided resistance against Spanish rule, Texas 
remained a part of an independent Mexico 
until the Texas Revolution fifteen years later. 

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to honor the 
state’s history. The Spanish flag is one of the 
Six Flags over Texas, part of the rich tapestry 
of the state’s history, and this event rep-
resents an important moment in the history of 
our nation. And that is just the way it is. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be present during roll call vote numbers 386, 
387, 388, 389, 390, 391, and 392 on Sep-
tember 6, 2018, due to recent surgery. I would 
like to reflect how I would have voted: 

On roll call vote no. 386 I would have voted 
NO. 

On roll call vote no. 387 I would have voted 
NO. 

On roll call vote no. 388 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 389 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 390 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 391 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 392 I would have voted 
NO. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. LAWRENCE CATHO-
LIC CHURCH 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize St. Lawrence Catholic Church of Green-
ville, Illinois, on the occasion of its 150th anni-
versary. 

St. Lawrence began as a mission of the 
Mother of Dolors in the 1850s but the first 
mass wasn’t celebrated until 1868. At that 
time the congregation consisted of just a 
dozen families without an assigned priest. 
Eventually, the faithful were rewarded with a 
parish of their own in 1877, under the patron-
age of St. Lawrence the Martyr. The first 
church was erected a year later. A resident 
priest began to occupy the parochial residence 
in 1895, and shortly thereafter land for the 
church’s cemetery was purchased. 
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In 1910, a fire destroyed the church shortly 

after the arrival of father John Enright, who 
went on to serve as St. Lawrence’s pastor for 
47 years. The congregation quickly set to work 
rebuilding and two years later a new church 
was dedicated, serving the congregation until 
a new church replaced it in 1994. In the in-
terim, a rectory was added as well as a 
confraternity school. 

To celebrate St. Lawrence’s important mile-
stone, the church held a ‘‘Mass in the Grass,’’ 
followed by a time capsule ceremony. Musi-
cians performed during the celebration, which 

included activities, games, food, and a good 
deal of fellowship. 

Mr. Speaker, since its start, St. Lawrence 
has had a strong presence in Greenville and 
been a focal point for the religious and spir-
itual needs of the community. I want to wish 
its pastor, Father Alan Hunter, and parish-
ioners of St. Lawrence Catholic Church, the 
very best as they celebrate 150 years of serv-
ice. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, due to tropical 
storm Gordon, which impacted my district on 
9/4/18, I was not present in the House and un-
able to vote on Tuesday September 4, 2018. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 380 and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 381. 
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