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HONORING THE LIFE OF LINDA 
BROWN COCHRAN 

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Linda Brown 
Cochran, who passed away on September 29, 
2018, following a lengthy battle with cancer. 

Linda was the daughter of Ernest and Betty 
Brown and grew up in Massillon, Ohio. She 
graduated Washington High School in 1978, 
and later attended Franklin University. 

She was the President of Cochran & Assoc. 
Sales and Marketing Company. She worked 
hard to develop new businesses and provided 
support to her team. Additionally, she was a 
true advocate who championed many causes 
close to her heart. Among those include the 
Jack and Jill of America Inc., Junior League, 
Cuyahoga Democratic Women’s Caucus and 
Court Appointed Special Advocates of Lorain 
County. 

Linda fostered a loving family with her hus-
band of 35 years, Harold L. Cochran, in Avon 
Lake, Ohio. She raised two wonderful daugh-
ters, Courtney and Taylor. Along with them, 
she leaves behind her three sisters, Saundra, 
Marsha, and Vicki, and a host of nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins. 

It has been a joy to work with Courtney, 
who currently serves as my Communications 
Director & Senior Advisor in my Washington 
Office. Linda’s love, intelligence, and grace 
shines through her daughter every day. While 
this is certainly a sad occasion, it is clear that 
Linda’s spirit carries on through the excellence 
of her children, and the positive impact on her 
loved ones and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I send my condolences to the 
family and friends of Linda. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in commemorating her won-
derful life and legacy. 

Rest in peace, Linda. 
f 

HONORING DENNIS ZOTIGH FOR 
RECEIVING THE GLOBAL CITIZEN 
AWARD 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a fellow Oklahoman and Native Amer-
ican, Dennis Zotigh, for receiving the Global 
Citizen Award from the Happy World Founda-
tion. 

A Kiowa, San Juan Pueblo, and Santee Da-
kota Indian, Dennis started learning Native 
American traditions, songs, and dances from 
an early age. After receiving a Bachelor’s De-
gree from the University of Oklahoma, he has 
devoted his life to promoting Native American 
culture and history throughout the United 

States and across the world. He has done ex-
tensive work with the Oklahoma Historical So-
ciety and the Smithsonian Institution, and he 
has also represented Native Americans at in-
stitutions such as the British Museum in Lon-
don. He has helped directed performances of 
Native American dances and songs for audi-
ences ranging from viewers of Monday Night 
Football to the President of the United States. 

As a proud Oklahoman and member of the 
Chickasaw Nation, I have always been pas-
sionate about advocating on behalf of Native 
Americans here in Washington, D.C. There-
fore, I am very grateful that there are Oklaho-
mans like Dennis Zotigh who have committed 
themselves to promoting Native American her-
itage. He has rightfully earned recognition for 
his role as a cultural ambassador for Native 
Americans, and I hope that he continues his 
great work in the years to come. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Dennis Zotigh and his lifelong work to promote 
and preserve Native American culture. 

f 

LEW GAITER 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to honor the memory of Lew Gaiter III and 
offer my most sincere condolences to his fam-
ily and to all who had the pleasure of knowing 
him. 

Lew served the people of Larimer County as 
County Commissioner for nearly a decade, 
during which he brought innovative ideas that 
delivered lasting change. While Lew achieved 
many things as commissioner, two of his most 
notable accomplishments were his work in ad-
vancing rural broadband development, and his 
help in establishing the Larimer County Office 
of Emergency Management. 

In addition to his work as commissioner, 
Lew added tremendous value to his commu-
nity through his volunteer work. Lew was a 
member of the Loveland Volunteer Ski Patrol 
for 25 years and dedicated his time to local 
churches and charitable organizations. 

I am truly grateful to have been able to call 
Lew a friend and to have observed the dedica-
tion and enthusiasm he served his community 
with. Lew was a remarkable individual with a 
terrific work ethic and a servant’s heart. His 
passing will be felt throughout his community 
and beyond. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ADE-
LAIDE MARGARET 
CONNAUGHTON 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, Adelaide Margaret 
Connaughton, of Forest Hills, New York 

passed away unexpectedly on Saturday, May 
12th, 2018. Adelaide was born in Brooklyn, 
New York on September 24, 1958 to Veronica 
(Ronnie) and Kenneth Connaughton. Adelaide 
Connaughton was a long-time community ac-
tivist who participated in New York City politics 
and civic activities since she was 15 years old. 

In high school, Adelaide worked as an intern 
for then Assistant Queens District Attorney, 
Geraldine Ferraro, and went on to work for 
several elected officials, including the first Les-
bian Latina member of the New York City 
Council, Margarita López. 

Prior to joining the staff of Council Member 
López, Adelaide served as a Lieutenant for 
the New York City Emergency Medical Service 
of the Fire Department of New York and re-
tired after 20 years of service. She also briefly 
sold real-estate, and achieved ‘‘million dollar’’ 
agent status at a local real estate firm. 

Her last position before she passed away in 
May 2018 was as a Senior Entitlement Spe-
cialist for the Fortune Society, a non-profit or-
ganization with a 50-year track record of pro-
viding those in the criminal-justice system with 
the supportive, wrap-around services needed 
to thrive as positive, contributing members of 
society. At Fortune, Adelaide provided assist-
ance to formerly incarcerated men and 
women, and supported them as they re-en-
tered society. In her spare time, Adelaide 
loved to be with family and friends and held 
many volunteer political and civic positions in 
New York City. 

Adelaide has always demonstrated a pas-
sion for helping the most vulnerable among 
us, particularly homeless LGBT youth. At Safe 
Space, a non-profit organization dedicated to 
families and youth, Adelaide worked in the 
LGBT Division where she helped link home-
less LGBT youth to supportive care. 

Using political action to fight for progressive 
causes important to the LGBT community and 
all New Yorkers, Adelaide has served on the 
Board of Governors of the Stonewall Demo-
cratic Club of NYC and the Executive Board of 
AIDS Center of Queens County (ACQC). Ade-
laide was also a founding Vice-President of 
the Jim Owles Liberal Democratic Club. 

From 2012 to 2018, Adelaide and her West 
Highland Terrier, Elvis, participated in a ther-
apy dog program sponsored through the Auxil-
iary of NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi. Ade-
laide and Elvis visited patients once a week at 
Jacobi to help with their healing process. In 
addition, they visited patients in the psychiatry 
department once a month at NYC Health + 
Hospitals/North Central Bronx. For all of this 
effort, Elvis and Adelaide were the first dog/ 
human team to receive an Auxiliary Award 
from NYC Health + Hospitals. 

Adelaide lived with her life-partner, Lynn 
Schulman, and their dog Elvis in Forest Hills, 
Queens, NY. 
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CONGRATULATING THE PASCUA 

YAQUI TRIBE ON ITS 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Pascua Yaqui Tribe on its 
40th year anniversary of being federally-recog-
nized. 

The Pascua Yaqui tribe descended from the 
Uto-Aztecan people, who occupied a large 
area of the Southwest regions and west coast 
of Mexico. Yaqui culture and spirituality are 
important elements to the tribe. The Pascua 
Yaqui tribe is best known for the deer dancer 
and Pascola, along other cultural ceremonies 
and Yaqui symbols such as ‘‘Our Father Sun;’’ 
the Tribe has successfully preserved its cul-
tural relations through valued oral lore 
throughout the years. Today, the tribe has 
communities spanning across Southern Ari-
zona surrounded by richly vegetated and sce-
nic desert lands. 

The Pascua Yaqui Tribe provides unique in-
sight that adds diverse cultural heritage to Ari-
zona’s desert community. The tribe is well- 
known for its design and manufacture ceremo-
nial paraphernalia such as artistic Baskets, 
reed crowns, wood mask carving, rattles, 
stuffed-deer heads, and notable arts unique to 
the Pascua Yaqui Tribe. At present, there are 
about one hundred hamlets and villages within 
the Yaqui territory, assigned for political, reli-
gious, and ritual purposes. The linguistic clas-
sification of the Tribe is a surviving language 
derived from the Cahita ethnicity, one that the 
Yaqui and Mayo people still preserve. The 
Yaqui were, and part still remain, settled agri-
culturists, depending on summer rainfall due 
to the desert lowlands. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me and all of Ari-
zona’s Third Congressional District in express-
ing our sincerest congratulations to the 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe on their 40th anniversary 
as a Federally-recognized tribe. I am grateful 
for the Pascua Yaqui Tribe’s dedication to 
their culture and representation of the South-
west Native American roots. 

f 

MR. RAY FITZGERALD’S REMARK-
ABLE SERVICE TO HIS COUNTRY 

HON. MO BROOKS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in order to recognize the remark-
able career of a great American, Mr. Ray Fitz-
gerald, a distinguished member of the Senior 
Executive Service, upon the occasion of his 
retirement after 46 years of selfless service to 
our nation. A highly respected leader, Ray 
Fitzgerald has made immeasurable contribu-
tions to the warfighter and the military commu-
nity as a whole. 

Mr. Fitzgerald had an exemplary military ca-
reer. Upon graduating from the University of 
Alabama in 1972, he entered the U.S. Army. 

Rising to the rank of Colonel, his assignments 
included; Chief of Staff of the deployed 101st 
Airborne Division Task Force in Kosovo; Com-
mander of the 101st Airborne Division Garri-
son at Fort Campbell, Ky.; Chief of Staff and 
Deputy Commander of the Joint Readiness 
Training Center at Fort Polk, La.; senior bri-
gade observer/controller at the Joint Readi-
ness Training Center (JRTC); and Com-
mander of U.S. Forces in the Balkans (Bos-
nia). Mr. Fitzgerald also commanded the 1st 
Battalion, 50 8th Infantry (Airborne) during Op-
eration Just Cause. 

Mr. Fitzgerald was appointed to the Senior 
Executive Service after 30 years of Active 
Duty service as an Army Infantry Officer. He 
has led organizations at every level, culmi-
nating in his assignment as the Vice Director 
of the Joint Improvised-Threat Defeat Organi-
zation (JIDO). 

Mr. Fitzgerald served with distinction as the 
Deputy Director for Interagency and Inter-
departmental Cooperation at the Joint Impro-
vised Explosive Device Defeat Organization 
(JIEDDO) and was the Department of Defense 
Executive Manager detailed to the FBI’s Ter-
rorist Explosive Device Analytical Center 
(TEDAC), Quantico, VA. There he supported 
TEDAC’s mission to eradicate the lED threat 
by providing scientific and technical exploi-
tation, actionable intelligence, timely re-
sponses to requests and forecasting world-
wide threats. While assigned to JIEDDO and 
JIDO, Mr. Fitzgerald has deployed multiple 
times to both Iraq and Afghanistan. His most 
recent deployment to Iraq in 2016 was as the 
Senior Coalition Advisor for the security of 
Baghdad. His 2014 deployment to Afghanistan 
was as the Senior Coalition Advisor/Mentor to 
the Afghanistan National Security Advisor. 

Prior to JIDO, Mr. Fitzgerald served at the 
Department of State, where he was the Chief 
of Staff for the Bureau of Resource Manage-
ment. His State Department duties also in-
cluded two 18 month tours in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, where he served as the senior State De-
partment representative responsible for Af-
ghanistan Police Reform and as the political 
advisor (POLAD) to Task Force 714. 

Ray Fitzgerald is the best friend a 
Warfighter ever had. He is a passionate, self-
less leader who has devoted his life and ener-
gies to ensuring Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and 
Marines receive the best possible training, 
equipment, intelligence, and tactical support. 
While serving with JIDO, he has applied his 
extensive military background and knowledge 
to a myriad of material and non-material prob-
lem sets. His tenure spanned some of the 
most dangerous and critical periods in our Na-
tion’s fight against terrorism. As an aside, Mr. 
Fitzgerald never avoided a difficult task or as-
signment, tackled every complex problem, and 
consistently made a difference for deployed 
Warfighters. 

Our Nation’s history is grounded in the ef-
forts of those like Ray Fitzgerald, who have 
served this nation with great distinction. He 
exemplifies what it means to commit one’s life 
to his country and has more than earned our 
admiration and respect. Mr. Fitzgerald leaves 
a legacy of service that will most certainly 
serve as an inspiration to others for years to 
come. 

My fellow colleagues, please join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Ray Fitzgerald as he enters the 
next chapter of his life. 

TRIBUTE TO FERNANDO MIGUEL 
NEGRON RODRIGUEZ 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor 
Fernando Miguel Negron Rodriguez, as a dis-
tinguished leader in Central Florida for His-
panic Heritage Month. Fernando Miguel 
Negron Rodriguez, was born and raised in the 
town of Cayey, Puerto Rico. He is the father 
of Fernando M. Negron Santos and Karina 
Isabella Negron Santos. He is the son of the 
legendary TV personality and radio Icon, 
Miguel Angel Negron. 

As one of the most popular radio hosts in 
the Hispanic community in Central Florida. To 
say that through his veins runs radio, it’s an 
understatement. 

For the last 20 years, he has been the host 
to Quédate con Miguel Radio, he is known to 
many as a great communicator but also as 
someone very passionate about the Hispanic 
community and educating voters in our region. 
Fernando M. Negron has become an influen-
tial and respected personality in local politics 
as well as national politics. Every day he uses 
his experience to shine light at problems that 
affect the Hispanic diaspora in Central and 
South Florida. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF VAIL JOHNSON 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the life and memory of Vail Johnson, a 
young girl from my district who passed away 
unexpectedly on August 31, 2016 from a heart 
condition. 

Two years after her death, the North Texas 
community is continuing to honor her life 
through the work of Friends of Vail. This foun-
dation, established by Vail’s parents Susan 
and Chad Chance, has dedicated a new out-
door classroom at the Pilot Point intermediate 
school in her memory. Through the Friends of 
Vail foundation, her family has donated funds 
to other community needs both large and 
small. 

The foundation’s work is a testament to an 
extraordinary child. As a fourth-grade student 
at Pilot Point Elementary School, Vail was 
known for kindness and generosity. She loved 
horses, softball, and the color green. A bright 
student and writer, Vail also competed nation-
ally as an equestrian and began playing soft-
ball. 

Two years after her loss, Vail Johnson is re-
membered as a girl who brought love and joy 
to others wherever she went. She is deeply 
missed, and her generous spirit will not be for-
gotten. I extend my deepest condolences to 
her family, and all who knew and loved her. 
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CONGRATULATING DAVID ROLF 

ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor my friend, David Rolf for 
his years of dedicated work as founding presi-
dent of the Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU) Local 775. After 15 years of im-
pressive work, David is handing off the presi-
dency of SEIU 775. In the years since David 
has led the union, he has been an indispen-
sable force for labor issues in the State of 
Washington, and has been recognized nation-
ally. I am certain he will continue to be in the 
years to come. 

David started his union career as an SEIU 
organizer where he worked hard and, over the 
years, rose through the ranks to become the 
Vice-President of SEIU International. There 
are few in my community who don’t admire 
the work he has done, and it is not hard to 
see why. David and SEIU 775 are a strong 
force motivated by the interests of the workers 
they represent. 

Whether it be winning raises for the care-
givers his union represents, expanding SEIU 
775 to represent more workers, or leading the 
movement for a fifteen dollar living wage in 
the cities of SeaTac and Seattle—a movement 
that spread throughout the nation, David’s 
passion for helping members of his community 
is astounding. His contribution to the fight for 
working people has changed the lives of so 
many, and earned the respect of many more. 

David will still be active and remain presi-
dent of Working WA and the Fair Work Cen-
ter. I look forward to hearing about his upcom-
ing achievements. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize David Rolf for his diligent work rep-
resenting working Americans. I congratulate 
him on all of his success, and wish him all the 
luck in his future endeavors. 

f 

DR. THORNE’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Oakleigh 
Thorne II’s accomplishments over the past six 
decades are truly inspirational—exuding tre-
mendous dedication towards making a dif-
ference to the wellness of our planet by edu-
cating children about the importance of envi-
ronmental consciousness. In 1954, Thorne 
founded the Thorne’s Nature Experience, 
which serves to environmentally educate 
adults and children about the importance of 
ecology, and its impacts on our economy, our 
social institutions and structures, and the plan-
et. Additionally, Thorne helped found the Envi-
ronmental Studies Department at Naropa Uni-
versity here in Boulder. 

Thorne’s passion for protecting the environ-
ment has driven him to defend and participate 
in over fifteen programs and boards that pre-

serve open space within Boulder, Aspen, Key-
stone, Denver, and even Wyoming. Thorne 
has also raised money for programs to pre-
vent infrastructure from building on lands, and 
has even made personal investments in own-
ing property to preserve the beauty of our nat-
ural landscapes. Today, Thorne works with 
two different programs at Yale University: the 
External Board of the Yale Institute for Bio-
sphere Studies and the Leadership Council for 
the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental 
Studies. 

Dr. Oakleigh Thorne’s contributions to envi-
ronmental protections and education are more 
than anyone would hope to accomplish in 
three lifetimes. We could not wish you a 
happy 90th birthday without acknowledging all 
you’ve done thus far. Thank you for all you’ve 
done for the City of Boulder, the state Colo-
rado, and the world at large. Happy 90th Birth-
day. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF 
BESSEMER, MICHIGAN, FOR RE-
CEIVING REDEVELOPMENT 
READY COMMUNITIES CERTIFI-
CATION FROM THE MICHIGAN 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COR-
PORATION 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize the city of Bessemer for receiving 
certification under the Redevelopment Ready 
Communities (RRC) program. Through more 
than 130 years of community investment and 
success, Bessemer has become an indispen-
sable part of the Upper Peninsula and the 
State of Michigan. 

The Redevelopment Ready Communities 
program was first launched to assist Detroit 
suburbs in need of redevelopment by offering 
technical assistance, promoting best practices, 
and recognizing when improvements to local 
governance have been made. After seeing the 
success of the program, the initiative was ex-
panded statewide by the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC). This certifi-
cation is a formal recognition that the city of 
Bessemer has gone above and beyond what 
is required of them in order to improve its op-
erations and be more competitive in today’s 
economy. 

Since its founding in 1887, Bessemer has 
played a vital role in forming the rich history of 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. From its 
roots in the iron industry, the city has trans-
formed into a strong community, a premier 
destination for lovers of the outdoors, and the 
home of one of the best Fourth of July cele-
brations in the state—an event that culminates 
in the famous ‘‘Thunder on the Mountain’’ fire-
works show. Through the city government’s 
capital improvement plan, zoning amend-
ments, innovative marketing strategy, and em-
phasis on public participation, Bessemer has 
shown that it is dedicated to improving its 
community and promoting the livelihoods of its 
citizens and small businesses. By being cer-
tified as a Redevelopment Ready Community, 
the city of Bessemer has shown that it is pre-

pared to continue and expand upon this suc-
cess. This accomplishment will be recognized 
by the MEDC on October 9 at Bessemer City 
Hall Auditorium. 

Mr. Speaker, day after day, the city of Bes-
semer continues to set a positive example of 
what can be achieved when the people of a 
community work together for the common 
good. It’s my honor to congratulate them for 
receiving RRC certification. On behalf of my 
constituents, I wish Bessemer all the best as 
it ventures into the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF OSWEGO ELKS LODGE 
NO. 271 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Oswego Elks Lodge No. 
271, an American fraternity that is commemo-
rating its 125th anniversary in Central New 
York. 

The Oswego Elks Lodge No. 271 was 
founded in 1893 with an inaugural initiation 
class of 30 members. The following year, the 
lodge received its official charter at the annual 
Grand Lodge Convention. When the lodge 
opened its new home in 1900, the group was 
the only civic or fraternal organization in 
Oswego that owned its meeting place. The 
Oswego Elks Lodge No. 271 would continue 
to convene at this building until the group pur-
chased its current home in 1922, where they 
have held their meetings and events ever 
since. 

Since its inception, the Oswego Elks Lodge 
has found itself at the center of the Elks orga-
nization in New York State. In 1932, member 
James H. Macklin was installed as State 
President at that year’s state convention in 
Rochester. Member Daniel J. Capella would 
later be installed as State President in 1987. 
Still an active member in the Elk community 
today, Capella was named a member of the 
Government Relations Committee at the na-
tional convention in San Antonio, Texas earlier 
this year. 

Throughout its 125 year history, the Lodge 
has provided a number of valuable services to 
the Oswego community. Each year, the frater-
nity hosts annual Soccer and Hoop Shoot con-
tests for youth as well as a number of different 
dinners and dances. A participant in the Elks 
National Foundation Scholarships program, 
the Lodge has worked to give generous 
amounts of funding to deserving recipients 
each year. In addition, the group delivers sup-
plies to the Syracuse VA Hospital, as well as 
the Oswego VA Clinic, and uses its Disabled 
American Veterans van to help transport vet-
erans to and from appointments. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in celebrating the Oswego 
Elks Lodge’s 125 years of service to Oswego 
and the greater community of Central New 
York. As one of the region’s leading civic and 
social fraternities, the Lodge deserves ac-
knowledgement and praise for its countless 
years of charitable service. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MAPLEWOOD 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AS A 2018 
NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL 

HON. DAVID P. JOYCE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. JOYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to acknowledge Maplewood Elementary 
School for being recognized as a National 
Blue Ribbon School for 2018. Since 1982, the 
National Blue Ribbon Schools Program has 
recognized public and private schools for aca-
demic excellence. This year marks the third 
time the Maplewood Local School District has 
been awarded this honorable distinction. Ma-
plewood Elementary School holds high aca-
demic standards for each and every student. 
The Blue Ribbon recognition is a testament to 
the hard work and dedication of the students, 
teachers, and administrators of this out-
standing school. There is no greater cause 
than educating the minds of the future. As a 
father, I know the amount of trust parents put 
into the hands of our educators. I am proud to 
have this example of academic excellence in 
Ohio’s 14th Congressional District and I con-
gratulate Maplewood Elementary School on 
this well-deserved recognition. 

f 

CONSTITUENT COMMENTS ON 
SOBER LIVING HOME PROBLEMS 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
inform my colleagues about the hearing held 
by the Judiciary Subcommittee on the Con-
stitution and Civil Justice on September 28, 
2018 on the issue of sober living homes. I had 
the privilege of testifying at that hearing in 
support of my bill, H.R. 5724, to restore local 
oversight over sober living homes. As part of 
that testimony, I submitted to the Sub-
committee letters from many of my constitu-
ents about problems with sober living homes 
caused by current federal law preventing ap-
propriate local oversight. For the benefit of my 
colleagues and the American people, I include 
in the RECORD the first group of these con-
stituent letters below: 

Generally speaking, Mr. Rohrabacher, 
you’re not someone I feel represents me as a 
constituent. However, this is one topic I 
agree with you on, and I never thought I’d 
say that. I’ve seen the sober living home in-
dustry firsthand. They exploit the despera-
tion of addicts and their families, offer no 
real help, and when the addict relapses, they 
are kicked to the curb the same day and 
don’t get prorated their rent money. If they 
paid for a month and get kicked out 3 days 
later, they lose all that money. It’s actually 
more profitable for sober livings to have high 
failure rates because when the next person 
moves in, they effectively get paid twice for 
the bed; the forfeited rent and the new per-
son’s. The sober living home doesn’t concern 
itself with whether or not the people they 
evict have somewhere to go. It’s not sur-
prising that many end up on the streets. 
Many sober living homes are poorly main-
tained, have bug infestations, are over-
crowded, and residents regularly experience 

theft and violence. If the purpose of a sober 
living is to give someone a fresh start and 
chance at redemption, which it should be, 
then the sober living home industry has 
failed miserably, and that failure has proven 
lucrative for those who profit from human 
suffering. More accountability is needed, ad-
dicts are people like everyone else, and de-
serve better. 

STEPHANIE ASHLEY LARCOME, 
Westminster, California. 

About a year ago my small block of mostly 
retirees was introduced to ‘‘sober living 
homes’’. We were also introduced to loss of 
parking due to various vehicles with out of 
state plates, frequent local police responses, 
discarded needles, altercations both verbal 
and physical and loud music in the wee hours 
of the morning. Then the non-sober behavior 
escalated to the overdose and death of 24- 
year-old Mark Vallas of Chicago on February 
24th, 2018. In March 2018, Tim Flinn, the co- 
owner of New Existence Recovery, which 
managed the sober living home where Mark 
Vallas died also overdosed and also died. On 
July 23rd, four squad cars, a fire truck and 
ambulance responded to yet another over-
dose at the same house. Last week a house 
three houses down from the initial sober liv-
ing home converted to a sober living home. 
Last week, police responded to a call regard-
ing the new sober living home. And two days 
later the Huntington Beach Police Depart-
ment responded yet again. The current sce-
nario of unregulated and unsupervised resi-
dences for addicts is not working. How many 
more addicts must die as local governments 
are threatened with lawsuits in an attempt 
to protect the health and welfare of all? 
Please take action and support corrective 
legislation. Thank you. 

PATRICIA ANNE QUINTANA, 
Huntington Beach, California. 

We were the unfortunate neighbors of a 
sober-living home a few years ago. The occu-
pants were a source of constant nuisance and 
criminal activity. My children couldn’t play 
outside in our backyard due to the constant, 
heavy cigarette smoke and loud profanity 
coming from the residents. These homes 
don’t belong in residential neighborhoods. 

ANNE DEBIE, 
Costa Mesa, California. 

I have lived at this address for 12 years. I 
have lived in this neighborhood for 27 years. 
In that time, I have seen cars be broken into 
at night. If cars are left unlocked, they are 
ransacked and items taken such as elec-
tronic devices. This is routine and typical. 
Clearly it has increased over the years as 
more and more people come to the area for 
treatment and fail. This is a residential 
neighborhood and not a treatment/medical 
facility designated area. These homes are 
not normal by housing multiple adults that 
would typically have one or two residents in 
the same space otherwise. We need to stop 
encouraging such a huge influx of individuals 
into the community that don’t have jobs, 
family or a productive reason for being here. 
It creates a huge burden on the city and its 
residents. 

SHEILA CIMINI, 
Costa Mesa, California. 

I am a physician in Laguna Beach and my 
area and many others around me are inun-
dated with sober living homes. Unscrupulous 
property owners are making a fortune hous-
ing these individuals, many recruited from 
out of state. I am sympathetic to these peo-
ple and their problems, (as I have experi-
enced the pain of addiction in my own fam-
ily). However, many of these individuals 
seem largely unsupervised, hang out in 

groups around local businesses and our beau-
tiful beaches smoking and making these 
areas less desirable for children, locals and 
tourists. Once their coverage ends, (if they 
have not overdosed in these homes) they are 
dumped onto the street in my area and con-
tinue on as homeless. I very much would like 
to see out of state addicts stay out of state 
and the rapacious profits these homeowners 
make destroying my neighborhood ended. 

JAMES RUSSELL, M.D., 
Laguna Beach, California. 

A detox/sober living home went in across 
the street from me over 3 years ago. At the 
time my boys were 7 and 10. Too young to 
learn about drugs and inappropriate adult 
behavior. Since then, there have and con-
tinues to be: puking, fighting, patient dump-
ing in front of my house, drugs being deliv-
ered to my house, medical supplies in front 
of my house, intimidation of residents and 
staff towards my children, we’ve almost been 
hit 3 times by staff and delivery persons 
while in my driveway, ambulances and 
firetrucks all hours of day and night, my 
house has been entered 3 times, my car bro-
ken into 2 times, my children cannot play 
out front from the amount of cars, over 20 or 
more all day and night, drug deliveries on a 
regular basis including 2 a.m., parking 
issues, women walking around naked, cars 
parked with strangers watching my children, 
blocking of street, residents coming back 
with knives and kept outside endangering all 
the neighbors, house not being taken care of 
and endangering others with hanging roof 
parts in howling wind, U-turns 24 hours a day 
aimed at my house, my children and me, 
parking in front of my driveway blocking my 
cars, enormous trash with all the vermin 
that goes with it, blocking of fire hydrant 
every day, screaming arguing women out 
front with foul language in front of my chil-
dren, unknown amounts of addicts visiting 
residents and house while using my driveway 
and staring at my children, runaway cars 
with no drivers, drug dealers approaching me 
after school with children, men leaving the 
house through side doors in the middle of the 
night, volatile women coming and going 
scaring my children, boyfriends of staff com-
ing and going all hours of the night, the resi-
dents have no air conditioning in extreme 
weather, no backup generator for power out-
ages in cold weather, a regular hole in the 
front door, broken windows from storms, fire 
and rattlesnake hazard by not having reg-
ular yard maintenance, code violations from 
the city, drinking. 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week businesses that cater to convicted 
criminals do not belong in residential neigh-
borhoods just doors down from a middle 
school, a most vulnerable population. Busi-
nesses do not belong in neighborhoods at all. 
We moved here and paid millions to keep our 
children away from drugs, not to have them 
enter our house and have us living in fear. 
Have you ever had someone just walk into 
your home while you are with your family 
enjoying your Sunday afternoon or having 
Sunday dinner to the sound of puking out 
your front door? The fear that someone can 
walk into your home on drugs and fully high 
is paralyzing. Police cannot handle people 
high on drugs and they are trained and have 
weapons. Not once, not twice, but 3 times my 
house has been entered by a drug addict, a 
very scary staff person and a man trying to 
deliver dangerous meds in front of my chil-
dren who would have died if ingested. I was 
told by the owner that they had insurance 
for that type of thing. Can you imagine los-
ing your child or having them permanently 
injured but they have insurance? All in what 
was a safe neighborhood. No one locked their 
doors now we spend hundreds on security 
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cameras and lock our doors just to go to an-
other room to do laundry in case someone 
decides to enter your house. Just last week a 
woman was outside yelling at a parked car 
about her situation. We had to hide in the 
house and be quiet because she might jump 
the fence and harm us if we were too noisy. 
I have boys. They are active. We have to 
modify our lives and have done for years. No 
playing out front without supervision. They 
are now 10 and 13. How sad to have lost part 
of their childhood. The workers talk very 
loudly about the residents and their private 
health problems right outside my door. They 
have special drivers that deliver some of the 
residents like they are at a hotel. Staff and 
residents are constantly changing, and they 
are not locals. How many of your neighbors 
move in and out daily? It’s unnerving. 

DIANE BABCOCK, 
Laguna Beach, California. 

I was driving home from getting breakfast 
at 6 a.m. on a Sunday morning. As I was 
stopped at a light I could see a young man in 
the area of a Bank of America shooting up 
drugs. I drove over to him and yelled at him 
to put that down and to stop doing drugs in 
public where kids can see him. He imme-
diately put down whatever he was doing. I 
asked if he was hungry and he said he was. I 
gave him half of my sandwich. I asked him 
why he was out here and doing this. He said 
he went home and was high and they kicked 
him out of his sober living house a few days 
ago. They always end up on the streets if 
they fail their program. I’ve seen several 
times where sober living is failing these peo-
ple and they seem to be worse off than when 
they lived around their family and friends 
and now have no way to get back home. 

ADA THORNTON, 
Costa Mesa, California. 

Yes, there are problems with facilities that 
are not licensed. There are many that are 
though and are trying to help these people. I 
work at a facility in Huntington Beach, we 
are licensed with the state and certified with 
the Joint Commission. I’m the program di-
rector and deal mostly with our licensing. 
The problem with local governments that 
I’ve seen attempting to deal with the ‘‘prob-
lem’’ is that they try and shut down all the 
facilities, even the good ones trying to actu-
ally help. If the good facilities are forced to 
move out of neighborhoods, where would we 
go? Industrial areas aren’t zoned to have 
people living there and the cost of having to 
lease a building and construct it to accom-
modate living facilities would put us out of 
business and other good facilities as well, 
meaning lots of people losing their jobs. 
There are many levels of care to the treat-
ment process and the ‘‘sober living’’ you 
speak of is actually the lowest level of care, 
IOP, or a sober living is also just a house 
that’s rented out by people that are sober 
and aren’t actually affiliated with any kind 
of treatment program. Again, I think this 
bill would adversely affect the facilities that 
are trying to do the right things and help 
these people. IOP ‘‘sober living’’ does not re-
quire any licensing or certifications so they 
aren’t held to any standards of conduct. Res-
idential detox and RTC levels of care are. 
There needs to be a distinction between 
these in the bill. Unlicensed verses licensed. 

JOSH JUROE, 
Fountain Valley, California. 

I’m writing regarding the sober living trag-
edy that is plaguing our community. My 
family and I live in Huntington Beach, CA 

aka ‘‘Rehab Riviera’’ and this is a direct re-
sult of unethical body brokering into many 
sober living homes and rehab recovery cen-
ters throughout Huntington Beach. 

Prior to this new generation of entre-
preneurs focusing on the sick, weak, drug 
and alcohol addicted, this community was 
like a Mayberry at the beach. Now, our com-
munity has become a toxic waste of drug 
needles on the streets and across the beach-
es, zombie like drug addicted sober living 
tenants roaming at all hours of the night, 
burglaries, harassment, fear to go to our 
local parks due to drug deals and para-
phernalia being constantly discovered and 
baggies of drugs being left to be picked up 
and handed to me by my children in the local 
grocery store parking lot. 

This is a disgrace to our community and 
the situation is not be addressed by our local 
law enforcement. I personally have had sev-
eral negative experiences with the tenants of 
the sober living homes, the recovery centers 
and those that decided to leave the 
unhealthy environments and live on the 
streets of Huntington Beach. The police have 
been called and they catch and release those 
that are clearly intoxicated with para-
phernalia on them but ‘‘not enough’’ to ar-
rest the person. My kids have picked up drug 
baggies and pointed at dirty needles and ran 
home from the parks due to the amount of 
‘‘left by the wayside dropouts’’ from the re-
covery centers and sober livings residing at 
the parks. Deaths have occurred in the sober 
livings and my children’s classmates have 
witness the deceased being rolled out and 
into ambulances. And to top it off, Wave-
lengths Recovery Center is based on Main 
Street and the owner, Warren Boyd along 
with his employees and ‘‘patients’’ cloak the 
street bringing their riffraff, along with foul 
language, smoking and hanging about in 
groups of at least 10 along Main Street, while 
they watch their new multimillion dollar fa-
cility being built on the corner of Main and 
Orange. 

Is this what we want to show our children 
as a way of life, is this what the tax payers 
are wanting in their community? The answer 
is no! Wavelengths continues to buy up his-
torical properties just to tear them down and 
build multi-roomed homes to maximize ca-
pacity for cash flow. It’s unethical and when 
the fire marshal shows up to check the facil-
ity they are tipped off and take the over-
stock of people are relocate them tempo-
rarily or on a field trip in one of the many 
white vans that cruise through town aka 
‘‘druggie buggies’’. 

Or we can touch on the fraudulent activi-
ties that are being handled between the in-
surance companies and these facilities. What 
are you going to do to protect our families 
and put a stop to these heinous acts that are 
plaguing this community and many others 
around Southern California? The amount of 
money that is being made off the trans-
actions between recovery centers, sober 
livings and privately owned detoxes is astro-
nomical and unacceptable. And has become a 
misrepresented solution for those addicted. 

I have many years of sobriety and once 
upon a time there was a chance to have the 
freedom I have today. For those that choose 
these facilities as a solution, there is a slim 
chance to stay sober. Our local politicians 
and law enforcement are not addressing this 
situation with any urgency and that is why 
I’m expecting you to take action on a larger 
scale. Please help us to restore safety to our 
community and remove these facilities. 

Thank you, 
ROBIN GRISHAM, 

Huntington Beach, California. 

We live kitty corner to a sober living 
house. We are constantly hearing dogs bark-
ing all night long. Several attempts were 
made with the manager to solve this issue 
however the dogs continue to bark. The resi-
dents of the facility are still using drugs as 
they were found at the school as well as sell-
ing drugs across the street from the middle 
school. That particular incident led to the 
police being called. The suspects ran through 
several backyards and tried to break into a 
house down the street. After this incident 
many residents including children are scared 
to sleep in their own homes and are seriously 
considering on moving. There are many chil-
dren and elderly people in this area who are 
easy prey to drug dealers and users. I have 
been living here for 16 years and I am 
shocked that this type of thing is happening 
in my backyard. Not only has my sleep suf-
fered I am having trouble concentrating at 
work. I am afraid for my special needs son’s 
safety because the suspect ran through our 
backyard. If this continues people can get 
hurt or lose their lives if it escalates. Please 
help us stop the sober living houses from 
spreading. It is a scam. It doesn’t help the 
people who are addicted. It allows them a 
safe place to continue to abuse drugs while 
stealing from the insurance companies to 
pay for treatment. These sober living houses 
only make the owner rich while exploiting 
those who need help. 

JENNIFER SHIELDS, 
Huntington Beach, California. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. FERNANDO I. 
RIVERA 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor Dr. 
Fernando I. Rivera as a distinguished leader 
in Central Florida for Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Dr. Fernando I. Rivera is an Associate Pro-
fessor of Sociology, Interim Assistant Vice- 
Provost for Faculty Excellence, and Director of 
the Puerto Rico Research Hub at the Univer-
sity of Central Florida. 

His research interests and activities are in 
the sociology of health/medical sociology, dis-
asters, and race and ethnicity. 

His published work has investigated how dif-
ferent mechanisms are related to certain 
health and mental health outcomes with a par-
ticular emphasis on Latino populations. 

Dr. Rivera’s disaster research has explored 
the investigation of factors associated with dis-
aster resilience and restoration and resilience 
in coupled human-natural systems. Other pub-
lications have investigated the Puerto Rican 
diaspora in Florida. 

He earned his M.A. and Ph.D. in sociology 
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and 
his B.A. degree in sociology from the Univer-
sity of Puerto Rico-Mayagüez. 

He also completed a National Institute of 
Mental Health sponsored post-doctoral fellow-
ship at the Institute for Health, Health Care 
Policy, and Aging Research at Rutgers Univer-
sity. 
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PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING THE 

100TH BIRTHDAY OF EDWARD G. 
BUNTING, SR. 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I include in 
the RECORD the following Proclamation in rec-
ognition of the one hundredth birthday of Mr. 
Edward G. Bunting, Sr. 

Whereas, Mr. Edward G. Bunting, Sr. cele-
brated his one hundredth birthday on July 2, 
2018; 

Whereas, Mr. Bunting valiantly served our 
country in the United States Air Force Re-
serves from 1946 to 1950, and embarked on 
a successful business career at Germantown 
Savings Bank for thirty-six years; 

Whereas, Mr. Bunting, his late wife Eliza-
beth, and children Daniel, David, and Edward, 
Jr., have contributed substantially to our com-
munity; now, therefore, do I, Congressman 
BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania, proudly 
recognize Mr. Edward G. Bunting, Jr., on the 
year of his one hundredth birthday celebration, 
and honor his remarkable accomplishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FRANKLIN 
HIGH SCHOOL ON WINNING THE 
NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL MOCK 
TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Franklin High 
School’s Mock Trial team on winning the 2018 
National High School Mock Trial Champion-
ship. 

The 2018 championships saw teams from 
high schools all across the country. Pas-
sionate students from over 40 states, the Mar-
iana Islands, Guam, and South Korea met in 
Nevada, and presented their meticulously 
crafted legal arguments to a judge in hopes of 
convincing a jury to sympathize with their side. 

These students prepare for weeks in ad-
vance to put together their case and, given the 
importance of the justice system, it is encour-
aging to see teenagers show such enthusiasm 
to participate in it. Having worked as a pros-
ecutor myself, I know the amount of prepara-
tion that is needed to effectively present your 
argument. The fact that these students have 
been nationally recognized for their ability to 
do so speaks to the bright future ahead of 
them. 

This is the third time a mock trial team from 
Washington State has earned the national 
title—two of those times have been Franklin 
High School. I have no doubt that these stu-
dents all have promising careers to look for-
ward to. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize Franklin High School’s extraordinary 
achievement, and its students for their dedica-
tion to the legal system. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
REVEREND SAMUEL JOSEPH MAY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Reverend Samuel Joseph May, 
who served as the second minister of the Uni-
tarian Church of the Messiah in Syracuse from 
1845 to 1868. Reverend May spent his career 
championing prevalent social issues in the 
19th century, including abolitionism, women’s 
rights and education reform. For his advocacy 
of abolition, Reverend May was inducted into 
the National Abolition Hall of Fame in October 
2018. 

Samuel Joseph May was born on Sep-
tember 12, 1797 in Boston, Massachusetts. 
Following an incident that caused the death of 
his older brother, May decided to devote his 
life to God. He graduated from Harvard Divin-
ity School in 1820 and became a Unitarian 
minister in Connecticut. Reverend May was 
the only Unitarian minister in Connecticut and 
this propelled him to the forefront of the Uni-
tarian movement. Throughout the 1820’s, Rev-
erend May spread the Unitarian message with 
lectures and publications, such as the The Lib-
eral Christian. His broader goal during this 
time was to create a more peaceful society 
and reform the education system. 

In 1830, Reverend May was inspired to join 
the abolitionist movement after meeting Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison. He began working with 
several anti-slavery organizations, striving to 
create racial equality and improve education in 
schools throughout New England. In 1845, 
after 15 years of advocacy in the abolitionist 
movement, Reverend May settled in Syracuse 
and became the pastor at the Unitarian 
Church of the Messiah. 

Reverend May was extensively involved in 
aiding escaped slaves along the Underground 
Railroad after joining the Syracuse community. 
Most notably, he assisted in the rescue of a 
slave named William Henry who had been 
captured by local authorities. His efforts were 
ultimately successful and William Henry be-
came a free man. Also while living in Syra-
cuse, May increased his advocacy for wom-
en’s rights and suffrage. His piece The Rights 
and Condition of Women spoke of struggles 
women faced in the 19th century, most nota-
bly the lack of women’s voting rights. On July 
1, 1871, Samuel Joseph May passed away at 
the age of 73. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in celebrating the work of 
Reverend Samuel Joseph May. His efforts to 
free our world from the evils of slavery and 
create a more equal society set an out-
standing example for all our communities. I 
congratulate Reverend May on his induction 
into the National Abolition Hall of Fame and 
applaud the efforts of all freedom fighters, past 
and present. 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF 
SERGEANT (RET.) RICHARD TAY-
LOR 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
alongside my colleague, DAVID VALADAO, to 
honor Mr. Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Taylor, a community 
leader from Bakersfield, California. Mr. Taylor 
retired this year from his position as the Direc-
tor of the Kern County Veterans Service De-
partment following a lifelong career of service 
to his community and nation. 

Born and raised in Bakersfield, Dick at-
tended East Bakersfield High School and Ba-
kersfield College. Throughout his youth, he 
had a keen interest in the Armed Services and 
serving his nation, which pushed him to join 
the United States Marine Corps. During his 
military service, Dick served around the world, 
with deployments in South America and 
around the Mediterranean Sea. Additionally, 
he served as a sergeant in several infantry 
units with the First Marine Division, with the 
1st Battalion 5th Marines and 2nd Battalion 
5th Marines, serving as a Section Leader in 
an 81mm Mortar Platoon, then as the Bat-
talion Armorer. Prior to leaving the Marines 
with an honorable discharge, Dick received 
many medals over his career of service, in-
cluding the Marine Corps Good Conduct 
Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, and Sea 
Service Deployment ribbon. 

Upon returning to Bakersfield, Dick quickly 
re-immersed himself in the community he 
called home, working at his family’s Goodyear 
dealership, which he operated as President 
and General Manager for 27 years. Dick also 
got involved in matters impacting the state and 
county, serving as a delegate to the California 
Republican Party and also as a Field Rep-
resentative for the California Off-Road Vehicle 
Association. He played a key role in estab-
lishing neighborhood watches across Kern 
County by partnering with the Kern County 
Sheriffs Department to deliver presentations to 
communities. For six years, Dick continued his 
service to our community by working as a 
Field Representative for Kern County Super-
visor Mike Maggard. Today, Dick continues to 
serve as one of Kern County’s Liaison Rep-
resentatives for the Devil Pups Youth Program 
for America, where he counsels and trains 
Kern County’s youth in moral and ethical citi-
zenry. 

Despite his many accomplishments, Dick is 
best known in town for his dedication to help-
ing the veterans of Kern County. As the Kern 
County Veterans Service Officer, Dick worked 
each day to promote and honor all veterans, 
connecting Kern County’s approximately 
47,000 local veteran heroes with the re-
sources and services they fought and sac-
rificed so much for. He is a happy warrior with 
a tireless work ethic, and his passion for our 
community’s veterans extends far beyond his 
desk at the Kern County Veterans Service De-
partment. It is not uncommon to see Dick 
throughout Kern County supporting causes 
and organizations, such as Kern County 
Honor Flight, the Veterans History Project, and 
the Wounded Heroes Project. His efforts have 
directly made the Kern community a better, 
more supportive place for veterans to live. 
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Over the years, we have been fortunate to 

consult with Dick on legislation concerning our 
veterans, and perhaps more than anything 
else, we are blessed to count him as a friend. 
As he begins this new chapter of his life, on 
behalf of our grateful nation and community, 
we wish him and his wife, Cheryl, all the best. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GONZALO GUTIERREZ 
LEMUS 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor 
Gonzalo Gutierrez Lemus as a distinguished 
leader in Central Florida for Hispanic Heritage 
Month. Gonzalo Gutierrez Lemus is a first- 
generation Mexican-American student with big 
dreams. While a student at Polk State Chain 
of Lakes Collegiate High School, he founded 
and became president of the high school’s 
Key Club. He also held leadership roles in 
Student Government, was a National Honor 
Society member, a Health Occupation Stu-
dents of America national finalist and a Silver 
Garland nominee. He became the Honors Pro-
gram Student Council President, where he 
mentored freshmen students and tirelessly ad-
vocated for Polk State College students and 
the greater Polk County community. 

Gutierrez was one of 273 chosen National 
Newman Civic Fellows a Boston-based non- 
profit organization working to advance the 
public purposes of higher education. 

Gutierrez recently received the Florida Col-
lege System Student Government Association 
President of the year award, which is given to 
one president in the Florida College System 
who has exhibited distinguished service to his 
or her campus and community by providing 
support, opportunities, and leadership. 

He received the Polk State College Excep-
tional Leaders with Innovative Talents and Ex-
cellence Leadership Legacy Scholarship 
award and was recently elected to serve as 
the Vice President of the Kiwanis Club of Win-
ter Haven. 

He serves on the Public Education Partner-
ship Board of Directors, is an Adult Advisor for 
Haines City’s Emerging Youth Advisory Coun-
cil, a member of the Keen Focus Group of 
Lakeland, a group dedicated to the profes-
sional development of young professionals 
through civic engagement in the community. 

Gutierrez is a mentor for Polk County Public 
School Board Take Stock in Children, is on 
the Student Advisory Council for Chain of 
Lakes Collegiate High School and is Polk 
State Colleges Honors Program Coordinator. 

Gutierrez Lemus completed his Bachelor of 
Applied Science in Supervision and Manage-
ment degree, with a concentration in Business 
Administration and plans to attend Florida At-
lantic University for his Masters in Higher Edu-
cation Leadership. 

CELEBRATING ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY DAY 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Energy Efficiency Day and rec-
ognize the great economic and environmental 
benefits the United States has realized since 
the first energy efficiency policies were en-
acted more than 40 years ago. On Friday, Oc-
tober 5, Americans from every corner of our 
country will join together to raise awareness of 
energy efficiency, celebrate the prosperity and 
innovation these policies have helped foster, 
and appreciate the work—past and present— 
of leaders in business, the non-profit sector, 
and government that has doubled the energy 
productivity of our economy since 1980. I am 
proud to count myself among them as a com-
mitted advocate for national energy efficiency 
policy. 

Since the first energy efficiency policies 
were enacted in the 1970s, improvements in 
technologies and practices have resulted in 
energy savings worth more than 60 quadrillion 
British Thermal Units (BTUs) (quads) and 
avoided costs worth more than $800 million 
annually. Today, the energy efficiency sector 
boasts a workforce of about 2.25 million Amer-
icans (including about 11,000 Vermonters). 
And the federal government—the largest en-
ergy user on the planet—has worked with pri-
vate-sector partners on investments that have 
lowered the energy intensity of government fa-
cilities by over 47 percent. These savings are 
real, and without the gains in energy efficiency 
we would waste more energy, generate more 
harmful emissions, release more pollutants 
into the environment, rely more on foreign oil, 
and spend more on costly power plants and 
transmission lines. Any way you look at it, en-
ergy efficiency is a wise investment and a 
worthwhile policy goal of the United States. 

As many of my colleagues know, energy ef-
ficiency has a storied history of bipartisan sup-
port in Congress. Since the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act was passed in 1975, Con-
gress has provided sweeping updates to fed-
eral energy efficiency policy six times and ap-
proved smaller measures many times. The 
last stand-alone energy efficiency legislation 
enacted, I am proud to say, was one I worked 
on with my colleague and good friend DAVID 
MCKINLEY of West Virginia, who sponsored the 
bill. 

We have made great progress over these 
four decades, but Energy Efficiency Day 
should be a reminder of our commitment to 
continue pressing on for our collective benefit. 
We must do more, achieve more, and save 
more—all while using less. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating Energy Efficiency Day and working 
across the aisle and across the Capitol to craft 
the next set of policies we need to remain en-
ergy-efficient and productive in the 21st Cen-
tury. 

WHATCOM COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
LEADERSHIP IN CYBERSECURITY 
EDUCATION 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of Whatcom Commu-
nity College (WCC) for its leadership in cyber-
security education. According to the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, as of 2016 there were 
over 100,000 cybersecurity jobs in the U.S. 
Yet the cybersecurity workforce gap is pro-
jected to reach 1.8 million unfilled cybersecu-
rity jobs in 2020. Congress needs to invest in 
the future of the cybersecurity workforce. 

WCC is one example of how academic insti-
tutions in the U.S. engage students in science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) to 
excel in the cybersecurity field. As a National 
Center of Academic Excellence in Information 
Assurance, WCC leads the expansion of cy-
bersecurity education nationwide. WCC 
through their leadership in CyberWatch West, 
works to improve existing cybersecurity re-
sources to develop effective training and 
teaching modules to raise awareness and 
build partnerships among academia and in-
dustry. It is imperative for local communities to 
increase connections with industry around cy-
bersecurity to better enable the U.S. to foster 
the growth and complexity Octobers edu-
cation. 

In 2020, WCC is planning to apply to be-
come a Center of Excellence in Cybersecurity. 
Designating WCC as the next Center of Excel-
lence in Cybersecurity would provide valuable 
resources to community colleges seeking to 
improve their cybersecurity education pro-
grams and foster innovation and interest in cy-
bersecurity education throughout the U.S. 

I thank WCC for its contribution to cyberse-
curity education in the U.S. and will continue 
to advocate for increased investment in 
STEM. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIGHTHOUSE FOR 
THE BLIND FOR 100 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate The Lighthouse for 
the Blind on 100 years of dedicated service to 
the deaf, DeafBlind, and blind residents of the 
United States. 

The Lighthouse for the Blind is a not-for- 
profit, social enterprise originating in Seattle 
and expanding to multiple locations throughout 
the nation. Founded with the goal of empow-
ering the blind, deaf, and DeafBlind commu-
nity members, they have acted as a crucial 
employer for many people in my Congres-
sional District, and throughout Congressional 
Districts across America. They work closely 
with both public and private entities, like The 
Boeing Company and the Department of De-
fense, to provide them with quality machine 
parts and equipment. 

The Lighthouse for the Blind stands as a 
beacon welcoming people into their safe har-
bor. They promote an environment of support, 
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whether it be providing computer workstations 
for the visually impaired, or employing staff 
mobility instructors to ensure DeafBlind em-
ployees are able to travel independently with 
a white cane or service dog. The Lighthouse 
for the Blind has steadfastly stood by their 
main philosophy of supporting the workplace 
needs of all their employees. 

They are the largest employer of DeafBlind 
people in the nation, as well as the largest 
employer of blind people on the West Coast. 
The Lighthouse for the Blind goes above and 
beyond to support its employees. It does not 
surprise me that they got their start near my 
district—as they reflect our key values. 

It is critical that all members of our commu-
nity feel uplifted, and that they are given the 
tools they need to have successful and ful-
filling lives. When we hold each other up, as 
clearly shown by The Lighthouse for the Blind, 
everyone benefits. 

The Lighthouse for the Blind will be cele-
brating their centennial on September 15th 
where they will reflect on the last 100 years, 
and look forward to the next 100 years. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
congratulate The Lighthouse for the Blind on 
100 years of success, and commend them for 
the vital role they play in our community. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CATHEDRAL HIGH 
SCHOOL’S CENTENNIAL ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Cathedral High 
School in celebration of its 100th anniversary. 
The people of Indiana’s 5th Congressional 
District are forever grateful for Cathedral High 
School’s commitment to preparing all students 
to be successful, competent, concerned, re-
sponsible, and ethical members of society. It 
is a pleasure to congratulate Cathedral High 
School in Indianapolis, Indiana in celebration 
of this special occasion. 

Cathedral has been an integral part of the 
Indianapolis community since its founding by 
the Indianapolis Catholic Diocese on Sep-
tember 13, 1918. Founded as an all boys 
Catholic high school, Cathedral has seen tre-
mendous growth, from 90 students in 1918 to 
nearly 1,200 today. Originally on the second 
floor of Cathedral Grade School at 13th and 
Pennsylvania, the school moved in 1927 to 
14th and Meridian, where it stayed for 50 
years. Today the school operates under the 
direction of the Cathedral Trustees, Inc. as an 
independent private institution located at 56th 
Street and Emerson Way. In 1976, girls were 
integrated into the student body for the first 
time. 

Today, Cathedral is a premier Catholic high 
school in the Holy Cross tradition. The school 
draws students from Marion County and nine 
other central Indiana counties. Before attend-
ing Cathedral, students attended approxi-
mately 130 different schools. According to its 
mission, Cathedral ‘‘transforms a diverse 
group of students spiritually, intellectually, so-
cially, emotionally, and physically to have the 
competence to see and the courage to act.’’ 
This mission is carried out both in and out of 

the classroom by students, parents, teachers, 
administrators, and coaches through various 
academic programs and over 120 co-curricular 
activities. The Fighting Irish have a long his-
tory of excellence earning over 60 state cham-
pionships across all their sports teams. With a 
13:1 student-teacher ratio, Cathedral has a 
highly personalized, faith-based approach to 
learning. This approach has resulted in 100 
percent of graduating seniors being accepted 
into colleges and universities across the coun-
try. Cathedral’s commitment to its students 
and their success was recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education in 1988, 2004 and 
again in 2016, when Cathedral earned the dis-
tinction as a ‘‘Blue Ribbon School of Excel-
lence.’’ 

The school’s personalized approach to edu-
cation has made Cathedral home to a robust 
alumni network, with previous graduates num-
bering among some of the most accomplished 
business, community, government, and reli-
gious leaders in the state and country. These 
graduates strive to distinguish themselves as 
scholars, servant leaders and role models who 
are culturally competent, engaged in the glob-
al society, sound in mind and body and spir-
itually active. 

It is important to our nation’s future to en-
courage and raise a new generation of Ameri-
cans who have the skills, knowledge, and 
compassion to succeed both in and out of the 
classroom. Students like those at Cathedral 
give me hope that we will accomplish this vital 
mission. Their outstanding work is an inspira-
tion to students, educators and parents across 
the nation. Congratulations on 100 years of 
excellence in the academic and religious edu-
cation of Indiana high school students. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KIRA ROMERO-CRAFT 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor 
Kira Romero-Craft as a distinguished leader in 
Central Florida for Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Kira Romero-Craft is the Managing Attorney of 
the Southeastern Regional office of 
LatinoJustice PRLDEF. 

Kira leads a team of attorneys and advo-
cates focused on immigrants’ rights, voting 
rights, economic justice and criminal justice re-
form. 

Kira began her legal career as an Equal 
Justice Works fellow for the Legal Aid Society 
of the Orange County Bar Association in Or-
lando, Florida where she focused on represen-
tation of undocumented immigrant children in 
juvenile and immigration court. 

Prior to joining LatinoJustice, she was the 
program director for the children’s legal pro-
gram at Americans for Immigrant Justice 
where she led a team of lawyers representing 
immigrant children in dependency and removal 
proceedings. 

Kira is also the current co-chair of the advo-
cacy committee for the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association, Central Florida Chapter. 

She is a graduate of Rollins College and 
Florida State University, College of Law. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF VIRGINIA ‘‘GINGER’’ 
MARSH 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life and service of a longtime 
Concord resident, Ms. Virginia ‘‘Ginger’’ 
Marsh. 

Ginger was born on October 27, 1937 in 
Phoenix, Arizona to parents Sarah and Wayne 
Downes. However, Ginger spent much of her 
young life in San Francisco where she at-
tended Lincoln High School and later City Col-
lege of San Francisco. In 1957, Ginger mar-
ried her husband of over 55 years, James 
Marsh, and shortly thereafter moved to Con-
cord where they started Marsh Drywall Con-
tractors. 

Ginger spent much of her time serving the 
community. She helped out with local baseball 
league events and sold popsicles at a bus 
stop near her home for the Parent-Teacher 
Association at Loma Vista Intermediate. Her 
active role in the community led her to be-
come a founding board member of the Monu-
ment Crisis Center and Shelter Incorporated, 
where she led the Holiday Adopt a Family 
Program. 

Ginger is survived by her brother Warren, 
her sons Rodney and Douglas, six grand-
children Audrey, Katlyn, Andrew, James, Wolf, 
and Moxie, and great grandchildren Reagan, 
Clark, Emmet, Kaden, and Charlotte. 

She will be sincerely missed by those who 
had the pleasure of knowing her, and will be 
remembered for her endless service to the 
community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING INTER-
NATIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH 
SERVICES ON 45 YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate International Com-
munity Health Services (ICHS) on 45 years of 
dedicated service to the community. 

ICHS was founded in the 1970s when a 
group of advocates emphasized one of the 
City of Seattle’s underserved populations. 
These advocates recognized elderly, low-in-
come, Asian immigrants did not have a place 
where they could receive healthcare, and be 
properly informed about their health decisions. 
This small group of advocates, took it upon 
themselves to create change, and opened a 
small clinic—the Asian Community Health 
Clinic. They started this clinic with the goal of 
providing culturally and linguistically appro-
priate services to those who needed it. 

As the years went by, their small clinic grew 
both in size and in the range of services they 
offered, and changed its name to International 
Community Health Services. Today, ICHS is 
larger than ever, having expanded to provide 
dental care and a vision clinic. Not only have 
they expanded, but they have also stayed true 
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to their founding priorities, and offer healthcare 
services to an ever growing list of minority 
populations providing in-language medical 
services for elderly citizens in over 50 lan-
guages. 

ICHS reflects some of the best elements of 
our community. They took a problem that af-
fected a large group of underserved people, 
and decided to take it upon themselves to 
work towards resolving it. Healthcare in this 
country is an area where there is still a lot of 
work to do. Good healthcare is still unattain-
able to many in this country which is why I am 
grateful to ICHS for making a difference in this 
area. 

This February marked the 45th anniversary 
of the founding of ICHS, and I look forward to 
hearing about the important work they do in 
the coming years. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize ICHS for their essential work in the 9th 
District and the surrounding area, and I wish 
them continued success in their mission. 

f 

COMBATING SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
IN SCIENCE ACT OF 2018 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, today I am joined by 31 of my 
colleagues in introducing the Combating Sex-
ual Harassment in Science Act of 2018. The 
nation at large is beginning to reckon with the 
pervasiveness of sexual harassment and its 
impact on the lives and careers of women, in-
cluding in academia. 

The academic workplace, when compared 
to the military, private sector, and government, 
has the second-highest rate of sexual harass-
ment, with 58% of women in academia experi-
encing sexual harassment. This behavior un-
dermines career advancement for women in 
critical STEM fields, and many women report 
leaving promising careers in academic re-
search due to sexual harassment. Women of 
color are even more likely to experience sex-
ual harassment and to feel unsafe at work. 
We cannot afford—morally, scientifically, or 
economically—to continue to lose these skilled 
scientists and engineers, particularly from 
groups that are already underrepresented in 
STEM. 

As recommended in a recent report by the 
National Academies, this bill establishes a Na-
tional Science Foundation program to support 
research into the factors contributing to sexual 
harassment in the scientific workforce, as well 
as the collection of data on the prevalence of 
sexual harassment in STEM. Furthermore, this 
bill directs the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy to issue uniform policy guide-
lines to Federal science agencies to ensure 
every agency has clear policies and dedicated 
resources to prevent and respond to incidents 
of sexual harassment at academic institutions 
receiving federal research funding. It also cre-
ates an interagency working group to improve 
coordination and communication among agen-
cies. 

It is our hope that this legislation will build 
upon progress already made by the National 
Science Foundation through recent updates to 
its sexual harassment policy. It is vital that 

grantees, as stewards of Federal money, take 
seriously their responsibility to foster a healthy 
working environment as they train the next 
generation of scientists. It is encouraging that 
other agency heads have expressed intent to 
address sexual harassment in research. Na-
tional Institutes of Health Director, Dr. Francis 
Collins, and nominee for Director of the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy, Dr. Kelvin 
Droegemeier, have both made strong state-
ments regarding their intent to tackle the prob-
lem of sexual harassment in STEM, and I look 
forward to seeing these intentions translate 
into meaningful actions. Our bill is just a start-
ing point. Every agency has unique challenges 
and significant change will require creative so-
lutions. 

Scientific societies also play an important 
role in combating sexual harassment in the 
sciences. For example, the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science recently 
adopted a policy that allows the AAAS Council 
to revoke Fellow status for scientific mis-
conduct, which includes sexual harassment. 

I am pleased that my legislation is endorsed 
by numerous scientific societies. In developing 
this bill, feedback from university organizations 
and scientific societies has been invaluable, 
and it is encouraging that so many key players 
are committed to addressing sexual harass-
ment in science. 

This legislation has also been vetted by the 
National Science Foundation and the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy, who will be 
instrumental in carrying out its provisions, and 
the National Academies, whose recommenda-
tions we seek to codify. The result of this 
process is a bill that enables a coordinated 
approach to addressing the problem of sexual 
harassment at grant-receiving institutions and 
that funds research that will serve as the foun-
dation for future initiatives in this area. 

I thank all of the Members who have co-
sponsored this legislation, and I urge the rest 
of my colleagues to join us and help move this 
legislation forward into law. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF LYNN FALLOWS 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the life of Lynn Fallows. Lynn 
was a passionate mother, wife, teacher and 
ovarian cancer research advocate. On August 
16, 2018, Lynn lost her battle with ovarian 
cancer. 

Ovarian cancer is the deadliest gynecologic 
cancer and the fifth-leading cause of cancer 
deaths for women in the U.S. Despite ad-
vancement in medicine, no effective screening 
test exists for ovarian cancer. To complicate 
factors, symptoms are hard to catch in early 
stages, if not altogether absent. 

In February 2015, Lynn was diagnosed with 
Stage III ovarian cancer. Lynn did not have a 
family history of ovarian cancer and, like many 
women diagnosed, was completely blindsided 
by her diagnosis. Like the fighter she was, 
Lynn wasted no time educating herself and 
getting involved in the ovarian cancer commu-
nity. 

The month she was diagnosed, Lynn started 
a blog to share her experiences and connect 

with other ovarian cancer patients and sur-
vivors. Within a year of her diagnosis, she 
began volunteering at the Rivkin Cancer Cen-
ter in Seattle to help educate women and 
raise awareness about ovarian cancer. She 
later joined the Ovarian Cancer Research 
Fund Alliance’s Advocate Leader program to 
advocate for ovarian cancer research and ex-
panded access to care. 

Mr. Speaker, Lynn dedicated the last years 
of her life making a difference in the lives of 
others through her advocacy work. Her family 
and friends will greatly miss and always re-
member Lynn’s dedication, resilience and te-
nacity. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. EDWIN DEJESUS 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor Dr. 
Edwin DeJesus as a distinguished leader in 
Central Florida for Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Dr. DeJesus is a graduate from the University 
of Puerto Rico, School of Medicine, and com-
pleted his Internal Medicine training and Infec-
tious Disease fellowship at the Medical Col-
lege of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. He is 
board certified in Infectious Diseases and 
holds a faculty appointment at the University 
of Central Florida, School of Medicine in Or-
lando, Florida. 

He has been practicing medicine for over 25 
years in Central Florida where he imple-
mented one of the most successful clinical 
trials research centers in the country, inves-
tigating therapeutic approach for many chronic 
viral infections, including some of the innova-
tive treatments we have today to fully control 
and prevent the spread of HIV infection, and 
the cure for HCV. 

He is an active member of multiple medical 
organizations and has served as a National 
Board of Directors. 

Through his research, he is now one of the 
most recognized figures worldwide in HIV re-
search and treatment. He has presented in 
multiple international forums and has accumu-
lated an impressive bibliography with publica-
tions in many major medical clinical journals. 

Locally, Dr. DeJesus has made prevention 
and treatment readily accessible by maxi-
mizing the use of available resources, and by 
creating programs such as Free Anonymous 
HIV Testing and supervising the care for non- 
profit organizations caring for under-privileged 
population. 

In addition, DeJesus has remained highly 
active in the Florida HIV Hispanic Community 
where he has implemented and supported 
educational, preventative, and research pro-
grams. 

In 2014 he was named one of the 25 most 
influential Hispanic persons in Central Florida 
by the Hispanic Chambers of Commerce. 
Since 2010, he has been recognized by his 
peers as one of Orlando’s Top Doctors and 
featured in Orlando Magazine for the past 7 
years. 
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HONORING NAPA VALLEY 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Napa Valley Community 
Foundation (NVCF) for its commitment to 
helping our community during times of dis-
aster. 

Napa Valley Community Foundation was 
founded in 1994 and since then has distrib-
uted more than 50 million dollars to important 
causes in Napa Valley. For more than a dec-
ade it has spearheaded relief and recovery ef-
forts following disasters and filled in the gaps 
to ensure residents received needed assist-
ance. NVCF is a vital organization that has 
supported our community time and time again. 

After the New Year’s Flood on the Napa 
River in 2006, the earthquake in August 2014 
and the October 2017 Wildfires, Napa Valley 
Community Foundation provided aid and fund-
ed services for those affected and displaced. 
Following these disasters and recoveries, 
NVCF developed best practices for short-term, 
intermediate-term and long-term disaster relief. 
To address the many needs of our community 
and the inevitable gaps in the recovery proc-
ess, NVCF partners with nonprofits and do-
nors to ensure financial resources are avail-
able where they are most needed. Addition-
ally, Napa Valley Community Foundation part-
ners with associations, businesses, individuals 
and government agencies to provide aid to our 
community. 

Napa Valley Community Foundation man-
ages the Napa Valley Community Disaster Re-
lief Fund, which was established after the 
2014 earthquake with a 10 million dollar lead 
gift from Napa Valley Vintners. The Fund 
raised an additional 15 million dollars after the 
October 2017 Wildfires, which greatly assisted 
local recovery efforts. Because of the Fund, 
15,000 fire survivors received immediate relief 
services such as temporary shelter, meals and 
medical care; and over 2,000 workers, house-
holds and small businesses received direct fi-
nancial aid. 

Mr. Speaker, Napa Valley Community Foun-
dation has been a lifeline to our community 
during times of disaster. It is therefore fitting 
and proper that we honor it here today. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DOWNEY SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA AND THE 
DOWNEY SYMPHONIC SOCIETY 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Downey Symphony Or-
chestra and the Downey Symphonic Society 
on their six decades of broadening the cultural 
and educational horizons of the people of 
Downey, California, and beyond. 

On October 20, 2018, the Downey Sym-
phony Orchestra (DSO), directed and con-
ducted by Sharon Lavery, commences its 60th 
season of concerts. The DSO has moved and 

inspired generations of Downey residents, and 
many from surrounding communities, who 
would otherwise not have access to live sym-
phonic music. The orchestra has fulfilled the 
hopes of its founders, a group of civic-minded 
citizens supported by civic and government 
leaders, who created the DSO in 1957 to help 
make Downey a more desirable place to live 
and to do business. 

Since 1958, the non-profit Downey Sym-
phonic Society (DSS) has sponsored the DSO 
and its educational outreach programs. The 
society is governed by a volunteer board of di-
rectors, who organize and publicize the DSO 
concerts; seek support from foundations and 
government entities; solicit donations from in-
dividuals, businesses, and service organiza-
tions; and promote the symphony. The DSS 
also enjoys the support of a very enthusiastic 
and active guild of over 200 members. 

Each year, the DSO presents three sub-
scription concerts in the Downey Theatre in 
the fall, winter, and spring. The orchestra 
reaches a larger audience in the summer at its 
annual free ‘‘Concert in the Park’’ in Furman 
Park. The summer concert emphasizes selec-
tions from musical theatre and films. 

DSO programs are designed to appeal to a 
broad audience in terms of age, musical so-
phistication and taste, and ethnic and cultural 
background. In addition to the standard rep-
ertoire, programs include works by Latino and 
Spanish composers and by contemporary 
composers. The symphony has premiered and 
commissioned major works, including Oscar 
Navarro’s ‘‘Downey Overture,’’ which has been 
declared the city’s ‘‘Official Symphonic Music’’; 
Bryan Curt Kostors’ ‘‘To Dust’’; and Lars 
Clutterham’s ‘‘Downey Celebration Suite.’’ 

The DSO and its members have also 
worked to promote music appreciation among 
our youth. In 1995, the previous DSO music 
director, Thomas Osborn, started the ‘‘Music 
in the Schools’’ program, which introduces stu-
dents to all instruments and sections of the or-
chestra. Today, the program reaches almost 
20,000 school children a year, including visits 
during winter and spring by a quintet of DSO 
musicians to the 13 public and four private el-
ementary schools in Downey. Musicians 
present a sequential, multi-year curriculum on 
fundamentals of music, such as rhythm, mel-
ody, and style, and they perform specially ar-
ranged pieces. In addition, two full orchestral 
concerts are presented for school children at 
the Downey Theatre. 

Major funding comes from the City of Dow-
ney, the Los Angeles County Performing Arts 
Commission, the Music Performance Trust 
Fund of the Musicians Union, the Downey 
Kiwanis Foundation, and the Downey Unified 
School District. In addition, the society’s noble 
mission has been recognized in recent years 
with two grants from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. Thanks to the efforts of these 
supporters and others, the DSO is able to 
make its ticket prices more affordable and ac-
cessible for local residents. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to please 
join me in saluting the Downey Symphony Or-
chestra and the Downey Symphonic Society 
for providing 60 years of musical enjoyment to 
communities in my 40th Congressional District 
of California. Thanks to the continued work of 
these organizations, the people of Downey 
and beyond can look forward to many more 
music-filled years to come. 

HONORING RICHARD ROMERO 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Seattle Credit Union’s 
CEO, Richard Romero, for his work helping 
low income and immigrant families in and 
around Seattle. 

Mr. Romero is an example of the American 
dream in practice. He and his mother immi-
grated to the United States from Peru when 
Mr. Romero was just four years old. He began 
kindergarten unable to speak English, but 
through perseverance, he received his Bach-
elors of Science in Organizational Manage-
ment from La Verne University. Starting his 
career as a bank teller, Mr. Romero worked 
his way up through the banking system, and 
made a name for himself as Chief Operating 
Officer of the LA Firemen’s Credit Union. 
Today, Mr. Romero serves as CEO of Seattle 
Credit Union (SCU) where he has led the co-
operative to massive growth and expansion. 

In his time as CEO, Mr. Romero has di-
rected SCU according to the values of com-
munity engagement that he grew up with. 
Under his leadership, SCU has opened two 
new branches in low income neighborhoods, 
and begun to offer a variety of resources for 
immigrants and the underbanked. These re-
sources include: a citizenship loan program 
and emergency financial planning information 
for immigrant families. Mr. Romero’s empa-
thetic approach to running a credit union has 
not gone unnoticed, as he was named Trail-
blazer CEO of the year by the Credit Union 
Times—an honor he has more than earned. 

Mr. Romero’s story serves as a reminder of 
the importance of perseverance and commu-
nity involvement. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
honor that I recognize the work that Mr. Ro-
mero, and the Seattle Credit Union have done 
for the Community. 

f 

CONSOLER-IN-CHIEF: MAYOR 
MERLE AARON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Mayor 
Merle Aaron has faithfully served the folks of 
Humble since his election to Humble City 
Council in 2005 and his election to Mayor in 
2015. My friend, Merle, is a well-respected 
businessman, devoted family man, and a pas-
sionate advocate for the citizens of Humble, 
Texas. His patriotic spirit, love for God, and 
love of the community make him a natural pro-
moter of the Humble area. 

Merle was the middle child in a family of five 
boys and four girls that grew up in Edinburg, 
Texas, near the Texas-Mexico border. He was 
the first in his family to graduate from Edin-
burg High School. He was working in con-
struction when he met the love of his life and 
best friend, Linda. They moved their family up 
to Humble from the Lower Valley in the early 
1960s, back when the Bush Intercontinental 
Airport was nothing but trees. Merle super-
vised the crew that poured the runways at 
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Bush between concourses A and B for the 
opening of what was then the Houston Inter-
national Airport in 1969. Merle poured con-
crete all over Houston, including the original 
Interstate 10. He came across a job with the 
Marriott Corporation, where he really got to 
focus on his construction and maintenance 
certifications. He took computer classes at 
Lone Star College—Kingwood, eventually 
earning the top HVAC license. When Marriott 
wanted to promote Merle and send him to Cin-
cinnati, his family had already considered 
Humble home. He then quickly put that me-
chanical education to use and decided to start 
his own company. In 1978, family-owned and 
operated Aaron Mechanical opened. 

Aaron Mechanical had water bill and permit-
ting issues with the City of Humble. Rather 
than battling with the city, Merle ran for Hum-
ble City Council to help come up with solu-
tions. In 2005, he turned over Aaron Mechan-
ical to the experienced hands of his son. This 
gave him the opportunity to run for Humble 
City Council and eventually, mayor for the City 
of Humble. As mayor, Merle has placed a sig-
nificant importance in infrastructure. He fo-
cused efforts into public safety by improving 
roads and drainage. 

Merle has many times been described as 
‘‘having a servant’s heart’’, and that held true 
during the devastation of Hurricane Harvey. 
He worked tirelessly trying to fulfill the needs 
of the people of Humble, opening up the Hum-
ble Civic Center as a shelter, talking with peo-
ple who lost everything, hugging and crying 
with them. Merle worked aggressively to have 
contractors ready as quickly as possible to 
begin the debris removal process. 

The Lake Houston Chamber of Commerce 
has been selecting a Citizen of the Year since 
1969, recognizing those who show selfless 
public service and sacrifice. It was no question 
that Merle most deserved to win the Haden E. 
McKay, MD Citizen of the Year for 2017. But 
if you ask him, he would tell you, ‘‘All the first 
responders and volunteers who went into the 
flooded areas of Humble to help people af-
fected by Hurricane Harvey. These are our 
citizens of the year.’’ 

The City of Humble is important to the 
Aaron Family. Merle and Linda have three 
children, eight grandchildren, and 14 great 
grandchildren, who all have or are currently 
going through Humble ISD schools. For 55 
years, their place of worship has been First 
Baptist Church of Humble. The Aaron family 
has deep roots in Humble, Texas. Always giv-
ing back to the place they call home. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO NANCY BATISTA 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor 
Nancy Batista as a distinguished leader in 
Central Florida for Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Nancy Batista is a Guatemalan immigrant who 
came to the U.S. at a very young age. She is 
the Florida State Director of Mi Familia Vota. 
Nancy was raised in a single parent home, 
she understands the sacrifices her mother had 
to make as she worked three shifts in different 
factories to sustain the family. 

Growing up, her family experienced many 
hurdles due to their immigration status. Now 
she uses those experiences as a driver. 

Nancy is a wife and mother of two kids, An-
thony and Natalie; they are her biggest inspi-
ration. 

She obtained her Master’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration dual concentration in 
Human Resources and Project management 
with a scholarship from Herzing University and 
her Bachelor’s degree in Health Services Ad-
ministration from the University of Central Flor-
ida. 

She is thrilled to be a part of the Mi Familia 
Vota team. She hopes to be an advocate and 
voice for those who are oppressed. 

Under her leadership as Florida State Direc-
tor, she has led her team to register over 
27,000 people to vote this year alone and they 
are working hard to register 30,000 people by 
October 9th. 

Mi Familia Vota is a nonprofit and non-
partisan organization, it is their mission to 
build Latino political power. This year, Mi 
Familia Vota partnered with the League of 
Woman Voters to help translate a Voter Guide 
for Orange county. 

Nancy is focused on partnering with other 
organizations that share the same values and 
agendas to help promote unity in our commu-
nities. 

She believes that our communities will 
greatly benefit from being continuously in-
volved in our government and election proc-
esses and she ensures that Mi Familia Vota 
will be supportive through civic engagement 
participation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FLORIDA INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY’S 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 60th anniversary of Florida Insti-
tute of Technology (‘‘Florida Tech’’). Dr. Je-
rome P. Keuper founded this private, non-prof-
it university as a ‘‘night school for missile-
men,’’ allowing workers at Cape Canaveral to 
pursue graduate education. Initially named 
‘‘Brevard Engineering College,’’ Florida Tech 
held its first classes on September 22, 1958. 

Since its humble beginnings, Florida Tech 
has soared to great heights. The university 
now serves nearly 10,000 students through its 
Melbourne campus, its extended study sites 
across the nation, and its online facilities. 

Boasting more than 60,000 alumni around 
the world, Florida Tech has earned a spot in 
U.S. News & World Report as the number one 
national university in attractiveness to inter-
national students. This is the fourth year in a 
row that Florida Tech has been recognized for 
its diverse student body. 

Florida Tech has also been recognized for 
the remarkable leadership of President T. 
Dwayne McCay and First Lady Mary Helen 
McCay. This past November, the couple was 
inducted into the Florida Inventors Hall of 
Fame in honor of the 15 joint patents they 
hold in the field of metallurgical engineering. 

Mayors Kathleen Meehan of Melbourne and 
Hal Rose of West Melbourne have testified to 

the significant educational and cultural con-
tributions that Florida Tech has made to the 
region, the state, the nation, as well as the 
globe. Through ‘‘the university’s core values of 
research to benefit all humankind; student 
success for a lifetime; and good global citizen-
ship,’’ Florida Tech has raised the bar for 
every institution of higher education. 

Last month marked 60 years since the 
founding of the university that began its life as 
‘‘countdown college.’’ Mayor William Capote of 
Palm Bay delivered remarks at the anniver-
sary celebration, and, in a fitting touch, Florida 
Tech commemorated its achievement by 
launching fireworks into the sky, reminding 
many graduates of the rockets and satellites 
they have helped launch beyond Earth’s at-
mosphere. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Florida Tech, as well as its faculty, staff, 
students, and graduates. Please rise in honor 
of the university’s 60 years of educating excel-
lence. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE GREAT LO-
COMOTIVE CHASE FESTIVAL IN 
THE CITY OF ADAIRSVILLE, 
GEORGIA 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 50th Anniversary of the Great 
Locomotive Chase Festival in the city of 
Adairsville, Georgia. 

In 1968, Marion Lacey, principal of 
Adairsville High School wanted to host a Fes-
tival in the fall for students and members of 
the community to come together. Two years 
later, the festival was moved to the downtown 
Adairsville area, and was renamed the Great 
Locomotive Chase Festival to commemorate 
the event during the Civil War when ‘‘the 
Texas’’ pursued ‘‘the General’’ for eighty- 
seven miles, passing through the city of 
Adairsville. 

This longstanding Adairsville tradition is the 
2nd oldest festival in the state of Georgia, and 
hosts over 30,000 people during the three-day 
event. The parade, pageants, live entertain-
ment, rides, a wide selection of southern fare, 
and fireworks, offers something for every 
member of the community. The 50th anniver-
sary GLCF will be held this year on October 
5–7. 

On behalf of Georgia’s 11th Congressional 
District, I recognize the City of Adairsville, the 
Mayor, and the City Council on this 50th anni-
versary of the Great Locomotive Chase Fes-
tival. 

f 

IN HONOR OF M.B. SMILEY HIGH 
SCHOOL CLASS OF 1968 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to recognize the vibrant history and spirit 
of M.B. Smiley High School Class of ‘68 as 
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they gather for their 50-year high school re-
union. 

I am proud to congratulate all of this class 
as they bring old friends together and cele-
brate everything they have accomplished 
since their graduation 50 years ago. 

As students at M.B. Smiley, these individ-
uals were instilled with the values of a strong 
work ethic, leadership, and service which en-
abled them to succeed in whatever endeavor 
they chose later in life. This has been made 
evident by the many educators, doctors, law-
yers, community leaders, and elected officials 
that have gone on to excel in their personal 
and professional lives. Through their dedica-
tion and commitment, many have left a lasting 
impact on their communities and the people 
around them—ensuring the preservation of the 
strong legacy of M.B. Smiley High School. 

After graduation, numerous young men and 
women from the class of ‘68 went on to serve 
in the U.S. Armed Forces during the Vietnam 
War—with some paying the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country. These great individuals self-
lessly fulfilled their duty and defended our Na-
tion in a time of war, and we thank them for 
their steadfast service and dedication to coun-
try. 

As this group of former students once again 
joins together to meet with their fellow class-
mates from the class of 1968, I am proud to 
recognize this momentous occasion and wish 
them the best as they celebrate their 50-year 
reunion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR JACOB RUIZ 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor 
Major Jacob Ruiz as a distinguished leader in 
Central Florida for Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Major Jacob Ruiz raised in Arecibo, Puerto 
Rico and moved to the mainland U.S. at 12 
years old. He is a former Marine, who began 
his law enforcement career in 1999 with the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s Department in Mas-
sachusetts. 

He later relocated to South Florida where he 
worked for the Broward Sheriff’s Office and 
then as a Police Officer with the Lauderhill Po-
lice Department. In 2003, Major Ruiz relocated 
to Central Florida where he began his career 
with the Osceola County Sheriff’s Office. 

Major Ruiz has worked as a Patrol Deputy, 
School Resource Officer, Persons Crimes de-
tective and SWAT team operator. Major Ruiz 
attained the ranks of Sergeant, Lieutenant and 
in 2017, he was promoted to Captain by Sher-
iff Russell Gibson and later that year to Major. 

Major Ruiz oversees the administration of 
the School Safety Division, Court Services Di-
vision and is the director of Media and Public 
Relations for the sheriff’s office. He is the fa-
ther of four children; Sara, Jaylin, Ellie and 
Jacob Jr. and they are his proudest and most 
important part of his life. 

Major Ruiz holds degrees in Homeland Se-
curity, History and currently attends Rollins 
College’s Executive MBA program. He is a 
graduate of the Southern Police Institute’s 
Command Officers Development Course from 
the University of Louisville and a board mem-
ber of the Osceola Hispanic Business Council 
and the Osceola Boys and Girls Club. 

Major Ruiz has been instrumental in uniting 
and engaging the community with their local 
sheriff’s office. Major Ruiz works to bridge the 
gap between law enforcement and the His-
panic Community that may exist from time to 
time, through communication, education and 
community service, in efforts of reinforcing the 
greatness of our Central FL Community. 

Major Ruiz is intentional in celebrating inclu-
sion and diversity throughout our community 
and does this while also being committed to 
public service. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. ANDREW 
TORGET 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize Dr. Andrew Torget, a history pro-
fessor at the University of North Texas, on his 
record-breaking accomplishment. This sum-
mer, he set out to teach the entire history of 
Texas in one continuous lecture. Dr. Torget’s 
passion for the Portal to Texas History moti-
vated him to use his world record lecture to 
raise money for the preservation of historic 
documents. 

During this very long lecture, Dr. Torget 
taught the history of the Lone Star State, from 
prehistoric times to present day. Speaking for 
26 hours straight, Dr. Torget raised nearly 
$20,000 to help chronicle and preserve the 
history of Texas. Through social media cov-
erage and a live-stream of the event, people 
as far away as Ireland heard the stories of our 
great State. 

As an alum of the University of North Texas, 
I am particularly honored to congratulate him 
on this world-renowned achievement. It is an 
honor to represent Dr. Torget and the Univer-
sity of North Texas, in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF OL’ 
BILL—MR. BILL CARTER 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, way out 
west, Texas that is, where one can always 
find a back road and porch with a rocking 
chair, are towns like Spring, Texas and La-
redo, Texas. Here, one could always find Mr. 
Bill Carter telling stories about how he grew 
up, sharing past hunting adventures, and ex-
plaining how he started Carter’s Country. 

Ol’ Bill in his starched jeans, crisp shirt, and 
worn boots was a fine businessman, hunter, 
husband, father, and devoted family man. He 
spent his entire life building his family busi-
ness, enjoying the outdoors, and serving his 
community. Spring, Texas and the entire state 
of Texas lost a legend of a man on October 
2, 2018. 

Bill was born in 1934, in a small town in 
North Carolina. As a child, his love for fire-
arms began at the age of eleven when he 
bought a used Winchester 22 pump. During 
this time, his love of the outdoors grew. And 

at an early age he began delivering papers, 
he was an entrepreneur in the making. 

During high school years, Bill joined the 
North Carolina National Guard. After gradua-
tion, he joined the United States Marine 
Corps. His lifelong passion for firearms deep-
ened. He considered a career with the Marine 
Corps, but decided to leave in 1956 to con-
tinue his education. 

After returning from the Korean War, Bill re-
alized college was not for him. He became a 
seaman on a merchant ship. While sailing 
routes from Houston to New Jersey, he dis-
covered a love for the Houston area. At the 
end of his shipping route, he met his future 
wife, Ellen, in New Jersey. 

Bill and Ellen married and soon talked her 
into moving to Houston. He got a job as an 
ironworker, and Ellen worked in the emer-
gency room as a registered nurse at Hermann 
Hospital. He soon started doing custom gun 
work in his garage for his ironworker friends. 
His wide-ranging knowledge of guns made 
him well known in the Houston area. Through 
Bill and Ellen’s hard work and dedication, they 
purchased 15 acres of land and a gun club on 
Aldine Westfield near FM 1960. 

In 1969, business was booming so they pur-
chased a larger piece of property off 
Treaschwig in Spring, Texas. This location is 
currently Carter’s Country headquarters. Ellen 
retired from nursing and helped with everyday 
business. They had two kids, Billy and Lori. 
Billy and Lori took over many Carter respon-
sibilities and both play an important role in the 
Carter legacy. 

Bill’s love of outdoors and passion for hunt-
ing brought him to ranching. In the late 70s, 
he purchased Sombrerito Ranch in South 
Texas. He treasured managing a 100% native 
South Texas deer herd. His bucks have the 
famous 10-point genes. His 11,000 acre ranch 
was originally part of the Spanish land grant, 
and now it is known for producing some of the 
best trophy bucks in North America. 

Today, the Carter’s have four retail stores, a 
gun range, and elk and whitetail hunting 
ranches. It is my hope that Bill’s legacy will be 
remembered and folks will see if a humble 
southern boy with modest beginnings can 
achieve his American dream, they can too. Of 
course—with hard work, perseverance, pas-
sion and dedication. I consider it an honor to 
have known this true Texas cowboy and have 
him as a friend. 

My thoughts are with the love of his life, 
Ellen, and their two children. They all share 
the same passion for the great Texas out-
doors. His memory will live on, in the many 
lives he touched along the way. Texas will 
miss Ol’ Bill, Happy Trails. 

Semper Fi. 
And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING 2018 BALDWIN COUNTY 
REACH RECIPIENTS 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to congratulate Talexia Brooks, 
Luna Espinoza, Isabella Harp, Isaac Harris, 
and McKinsey Pennamon for being selected 
as 2018 REACH Scholars for Baldwin County, 
Georgia. 
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Standing for ‘‘Realizing Educational 

Achievement Can Happen,’’ this needs-based 
mentorship and college scholarship program 
provides opportunity for academically-prom-
ising students from their eighth grade year 
through high school. In addition to remaining 
in high academic standing, students are re-
quired to meet with a mentor and maintain 
good attendance. Upon graduation from high 
school and successful completion of the pro-
gram, the student is awarded a $10,000 schol-
arship toward the cost of any HOPE-eligible 
institution in Georgia. 

These REACH Georgia scholars are our fu-
ture. Georgia has made a commitment to 
awarding those in need who demonstrate a 
high level of merit—an investment that will in-
crease our workforce and grow our economy. 
I am proud that we take these steps to ensure 
a brighter future for our children, our state, 
and our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I expect great things from 
each of these special young scholars, and on 
behalf of Georgia’s 10th Congressional Dis-
trict, I offer them my congratulations and wish 
them continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PAUL SCOTT AS 
THE KENT EMPLOYEE OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Mr. Paul Scott. He has 
been recognized as the 2017 employee of the 
year by the City of Kent, for his hard work and 
dedicated commitment to go above and be-
yond what is asked of him. 

Selected from a pool of over 600 people, 
Mr. Scott is the Public Works Accounting Man-
ager for the City of Kent where he oversees 
the city’s financial policies, labor agreements, 
accounting, and reporting systems. Mr. Scott 
has been a dedicated employee for over 25 
years. 

In the City of Kent, the Employee of the 
Year award is entirely peer nominated and 
peer selected, which speaks to the level of re-
spect Mr. Scott has fostered in the community. 
The amount of support Mr. Scott’s peers have 
shown for him highlights the remarkable work 
he does. He can be regarded as an important 
example of what a devoted employee looks 
like, and his achievement serves to motivate 
civil servants all over the community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize Mr. Paul Scott for his years of dedi-
cated work for the City of Kent, and congratu-
late him on his well-deserved award. 

f 

CELEBRATING TAIWAN’S 107TH 
NATIONAL DAY 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, October 
10, or Double Ten Day, marks Taiwan’s l07th 
National Day. From our shared values of free-
dom and respect for human rights to our 

strong economic relationship, Taiwan is a nat-
ural and important partner for the United 
States, and I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to wish the people of Taiwan a very 
Happy Double Ten Day. 

Over the years, through its commitment to 
democracy, its contributions to global health 
initiatives, international development, and hu-
manitarian missions, Taiwan has proven its 
leadership on the global stage. Taiwan has 
delivered critical aid and supplies in times of 
need to places such as Haiti, the Philippines, 
West Africa, Japan, and even in our very own 
Texas, after hurricane Harvey. Taiwan has 
also contributed to important non-humanitarian 
missions, including significant efforts as part of 
the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS. 

Taiwan’s leadership and humanitarian com-
mitment is even more impressive considering 
the increasing degree of coercion and intimi-
dation emanating from Beijing. China’s efforts 
to block Taiwan from international organiza-
tions are depriving the world of Taiwan’s 
knowledge and expertise, causing unneces-
sarily dangerous situations in everything from 
global health to international commercial flight. 
With the support of the United States and 
other like-minded partners, I know that efforts 
to deny Taiwan appropriate recognition and 
participation in international organizations will 
ultimately be overcome. 

Taiwan is a beacon of freedom, serving as 
an inspiration for the oppressed, a model for 
future democratic transitions, and an anchor of 
security in the Pacific. It is crucial that the U.S. 
provides the kind of assistance—politically, 
militarily, and economically—that will allow 
Taiwan to resist Beijing’s increasing coercion. 
Throughout my Congressional career, I have 
worked to strengthen the U.S.-Taiwan relation-
ship and to ensure that we do not lose focus 
on Taiwan’s importance. I am honored to be 
a friend and strong supporter of Taiwan and 
its people. 

As Taiwanese all around the world celebrate 
Taiwan’s National Day, the United States 
stands with Taiwan, ready to ensure our part-
nership is stronger than ever. With apprecia-
tion for and commitment to our important rela-
tionship, I again offer my best Double Ten Day 
wishes to the people of Taiwan. 

f 

MILLER OUTDOOR THEATRE: 95 
YEARS AND COUNTING 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Miller 
Outdoor Theatre is celebrating 95 years in 
Herman Park. The Miller Outdoor Theatre got 
its start in 1923, and continues to be one of 
Houston’s most treasured venues. Located 
right in the heart of the City of Houston, it pro-
vides folks a place to enjoy the performing 
arts. And it is always free. 

Miller is a unique treasure to Houstonians 
and it is dedicated to bringing the arts alive for 
audiences for over 95 years: classical music, 
jazz, ethnic music and dance, ballet, Shake-
speare, musical theatre, popular concert art-
ists, films and more. 

The theatre has boasted the Summer Sym-
phony Series, Shakespeare Festival, Theatre 
Under the Stars ‘‘Bells are Ringing’’, and even 

presidential candidate Richard Nixon cam-
paigned on stage. 

The original theatre was an open amphi-
theater surrounded by twenty Corinthian-style 
limestone columns built on land that was given 
and sold by the Miller estate. Cotton broker 
and mining engineer, Jesse Wright Miller, 
originally left the land to the City in 1919. 
Mayor Oscar Holcombe and his council mem-
bers should be commended for their vision to-
wards this project. 

In the 1960s, the City of Houston built a 
new theatre that consisted of three triangular 
plates of Corten steel and an air condition to 
cool the stage. Did I mention it is hot in Texas! 
The original 1920s columns were moved to 
the Mecom-Rockwell Colonnade Fountain be-
tween Fannin and San Jacinto at Hermann 
Drive. 

The Miller received another face lift in the 
late 1990s. A 6 million dollar expansion and 
renovation planned and funded by the City of 
Houston and Friends of Hermann Park. A new 
roof, additional restrooms and office areas 
were added. They built a small stage at the 
east end of the facility. The refurbished theatre 
reopened in 1998. 

The Miller’s newest upgrades and additions 
occurred through the 2000s. New seating, 
lighting, and landscaping greatly enhance the 
educational and outreach capacities of the 
theatre. The Miller can accommodate about 
6,200 spectators, with over 1,705 seats and 
over 4,500 on the grassy hill. 

While so much has grown and changed 
over the years, I still remember my children 
visiting the Miller Outdoor Theatre on school 
field trips. It was very popular with the Poe 
kids. The day always included a musical pro-
duction or play, a picnic lunch, and a roll down 
Miller’s ‘‘hill’’. By the way, Miller’s ‘‘hill’’ was 
created with dirt from Fannin Street exca-
vations. In 2008, the iconic hill was regraded 
and raised. 

There is a plaque that was erected at the 
theatre’s dedication that read: ‘‘To the Arts of 
Music, Poetry, Drama and Oratory, by which 
the striving spirit of man seeks to interpret the 
words of God. This theatre of the City of 
Houston is permanently dedicated.’’ These 
words still ring true today. 

Through its mission statement and commit-
ment to the arts in Houston, the Miller Outdoor 
Theatre has proven to be a pillar to the citi-
zens of Houston. I congratulate them on their 
95th season and commend them for con-
tinuing to contribute to Houston’s vibrant arts 
community. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EFFIE RUTH 
WEBB MCQUEEN AND THE DEN-
TON GOSPELAIRES 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Effie Ruth Webb McQueen of 
Denton, Texas and honor her for founding the 
Denton Gospelaires fifty years ago. In 1968, 
Sister McQueen, along with eight members, 
organized the Christian singing group that still 
performs to this day. 

The Denton Gospelaires was the first gospel 
quartet to be organized in the City of Denton. 
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Its members have shown continued dedication 
to their faith by ministering through music over 
the last 50 years. Founding member Sister 
McQueen and original member Sister Mabel 
Deveraux continue to travel and perform with 
the group. 

On behalf of the constituents of the 26th 
Congressional District of Texas, it is my honor 
to join the Denton City Council in celebrating 
October 12, 2018 as ‘‘Effie Ruth Webb 
McQueen Day.’’ I congratulate Sister 
McQueen and the Denton Gospelaires on 
reaching this momentous milestone, and I 
hope they continue to share the gospel 
through their music for many years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROXANA DE LA RIVA 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor 
Roxana de la Riva as a distinguished leader 
in Central Florida for Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Roxana de la Riva is a Mexican-American 
journalist covering information about Hispanic 
Community in Central Florida. She has over 
18 years of experience in Hispanic journalism 
and professional writing. Recently, de la Riva 
returned to La Prensa, the oldest Hispanic 
Media in Central Florida, the outlet when she 
started her journalism career in the United 
States. 

De la Riva was recently a volunteer in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Maria, with CASA as 
Coordinator of Support Solidarity and Help, 
where she assisted distributing donation items 
and covering stories of the efforts. She is also 
a past member of AIPEH (The International 
Association of Hispanic Arts and Culture) a 
group of artists, poets and writers from Central 
Florida. 

De la Riva was a vocational training mentor 
in journalism for youth female students, whose 
parents are immigrants and part of the Hope 
Community Center. 

Although a reporter educated in traditional 
journalism, she has now adapted to the new 
way of mass communication and used her 
platform to reach a new audience through so-
cial media platforms. 

De la Riva was a freelance writer with El 
Sentinel for 7 years, where she wrote for the 
website El Sentinel.com as well as the print 
edition. During her time at El Sentinel, she 
covered and researched a wide range of 
issues and assignments pertaining to the Cen-
tral Florida community. 

Prior to this experience of that she covered 
Breaking News for El Sol de la Florida. Most 
notably, she focused on the case of George 
Zimmerman and Trayvon Martin. 

Educated in Mexico City School of Jour-
nalism Carlos Septién Garcia, the first Mexi-
can educational institution of journalism, de la 
Riva arrived in the United States in 2002 and 
has since made Central Florida home. 

GUN VIOLENCE VICTIMS FROM 
OHIO 

HON. ROBIN L. KELLY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because Americans continue to die from 
gun violence while this House is on vacation. 

For more than a year, I’ve been coming to 
the House Floor to read the names of gun vio-
lence victims that this House—the People’s 
House—has failed by our inability to act and 
save lives. 

To date, I’ve read 2,213 names. Each one 
of them, an American whose life and family 
have been immeasurably changed forever. 

And what has the response from this House 
been? Silence. Nothing but cold silence. 

Do these names make my colleagues un-
comfortable? 

Do they remind them that real people are 
impacted by gun violence on a daily basis? 

Do these names give them a moment of 
pause before they gleefully accept that next 
NRA check? 

Mr. Speaker, today, I want to recognize gun 
violence victims from Ohio, a state that the 
NRA has poured tens of thousands of dollars 
into over this cycle. 

These are the names of 163 Ohioans, from 
just four Congressional Districts, who’ve been 
impacted by gun violence. 

These people have been shot, many have 
lost their lives, and still this House majority 
does nothing to prevention gun violence. The 
Majority only offers ‘thoughts and prayers’ 
while families continue to be torn apart. That’s 
just wrong. 

Mr. Speaker, here are the names of those 
163 Ohioans that this House has failed: 

OHIO’S 10TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1. Adriaunna Jackson 
2. Jvontae Johnston 
3. Khmorra Helton, 8 
4. Kaiden Helton, 6 
5. Elijah Jaden Johnson, 1 
6. Diana Hicks 
7. Shawn D. Smith Jr. 
8. Lamont M. Robinson 
9. Christian Green, 2 
10. Charles Vincent Ashford, 17 
11. James Rutledge 
12. Ronnie Bowers, 16 
13. Devonta Hoskins, 17 
14. Jawaad Jabbar, 16 
15. Isaiah Haggins Jr., 16 
16. Deandre Choice, 15 
17. Melinda Pleskovic 
18. Jeffrey Brennan 
19. Steven Bonsell 
20. Thomas Sams 
21. Roberta R. John 
22. Rogell E. John 
23. David Milliken, 18 
24. Robert Sposit 
25. Emily Young 
26. Cindy Gesaman 
27. Christal Shaver 
28. Randy Szychowicz 
29. Randy L. Budd 
30. Deshawn Trae McGee 
31. Andre Nooks 
32. Marcus Moon 
33. Dwight Martin 
34. Lee Watkins 
35. Megan Bockrath 
36. Donald Rollins 
37. Jimmy Chancellor 

38. Charles Burnett Jr. 
39. Adrian Days 
40. Gregory J. Oldiges 
41. Jamie N. Mathews 
42. Randy L. Grimm 
43. Melissa V. Nilson 
44. Jonathan Scott Rogers, 21 
45. Ronald C. Harris 

OHIO’S 14TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
46. Laila Johnson, 2 
47. William Sullivan, 15 
48. Aaron Copeland 
49. Randy Gozzard 
50. Kevin Tiearney 
51. Cathryn Lambert 
52. Tiffany Lambert 
53. Evan Cox 
54. Benjamin Gabriel Ailstock 
55. Frank Sandor 
56. Jerry Robinson 
57. Robert Waltzer 
58. Michael S. Martin 
59. Deborah Pearl 
60. Matthew Ryan Desha 
61. Lorrie Osborne-Hirko 
62. Benjamin Gabriel Ailstock 
63. Lorrie Osborne-Hirko 
64. Terri Treadway 
65. Catherine Sutter 
66. Frank Staton 
67. Thomas Corrigan 
68. Dean Ochi 
69. James L. Brown 
70. Eugene A. Cray 
71. Timothy Martz 
72. Alexis Xavier Colon Mook 
73. Lydia Mook 
74. Benny Mook-Colon 
75. Joshua Phillipp 
76. Marcus Lashley 
77. Welly Truman Vandergrif 
78. Charles Shaw 
79. Scott Shaw 
80. Joshua Hammond 
81. Jason Bowers, 24 
82. Terri Treadway 
83. Catherine Sutter 
84. Jamiez Markel Demonte Martin Miree, 

19 
OHIO 15TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

85. Destinee Booker, 14 
86. Sam Nicholson, 16 
87. Paula Ratcliff-Gebhardt 
88. John Gebhardt 
89. William Benson 
90. Colin Fraley, 10 
91. Zachary Edmond 
92. Justin Coffey 
93. Tevin Jackson 
94. Amy L. Diehl 
95. David Lee Bush 
96. William Benson 
97. Zachary Edmond 
98. Justin Coffey 
99. Tevin Jackson 
100. Loretta F. Yoli 
101. Haven M. Foster 
102. Timothy Koker 
103. Pete Staten 
104. Theodore Timmons 
105. Reagan Tokes, 21 
106. Markel Morrison, 22 
107. William A. Brigham 
108. Haven M. Foster, 22 
109. Amy L. Diehl 
110. James Jonathan McVey 
111. Shueyb Abukar 
112. Ruth A. Van Evra 
113. Robert E. Van Evra 
114. Joseph Scott Sagar 
115. Adrian Ruiz-Ortigvera 
116. Kelsey Crook, 27 
117. Jason Grubb 
118. Timothy E. Sturgis 
119. James Robert Boergers, Jr. 
120. Kimberly Napoli 
121. Jack Jolley 
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122. Jerrod A. Bowdle 
123. Charles R. Rowe 
124. Mary Neace 
125. William Benson 
126. Zachary Edmond 
127. Keen Romine 
128. Dajuan Hartley 
129. Dewayne Darrington 

OHIO’S 16TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
130. Stephan J. Miller, 8 
131. Lauren Emily Kaufman, 16 
132. Mason Joseph Brown, 17 
133. Deontae D. Henderson 
134. Willie James Harris 
135. Odell May 
136. Michelle Nemeth 
137. William Nemeth 
138. Mieya Daniel, 12 
139. John Hershberger, 17 
140. Jun Wang 
141. Christal Shaver, 19 
142. Tahani Mansour, 27 
143. Spencer ‘‘Aaron’’ Sims 
144. Michael Brennan 
145. Emmanuel Higgins 
146. Theresa Ware 
147. David Ware 
148. Jonathan Legg 
149. Christopher P. Fahrni 
150. Henderson Allen Probst 
151. Willie James Harris 
152. Thomas Sams 
153. Delamon Marshall 
154. Ericka Larison 
155. Robert Sposit 
156. Corey Seibel 
157. Michelle Nemeth 
158. William Nemeth 
159. Jennifer Abshire 
160. Thomas Abshire 
161. Israel Rondon 
162. Aaron L. Davis 
163. Anthony J. Walker 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FAIRNESS 
IN FEDERAL BUREAU OF PRIS-
ONS MEDICAL CARE ACT OF 2018 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Fairness in Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons Medical Care Act of 2018. This bill would 
remove the current copay Federal Bureau of 
Prisons (BOP) inmates are required to pay to 
visit a BOP-provided doctor. 

Under current BOP rules, inmates are re-
quired to ‘‘pay a fee for health services of 
$2.00 per health care visit.’’ While $2.00 may 
seem insignificant, when inmates earn only 
twelve to forty cents per hour on their work as-
signments, $2.00 can be substantial. That 
money could better be used to pay child sup-
port or for the cost of necessities. Moreover, 
while copays can discourage unnecessary ap-
pointments, we should be encouraging in-
mates to seek medical care before conditions 
become worse and more expensive for tax-
payers. Preventative care is much less expen-
sive for the federal government than costly 
treatment that could have been avoided by a 
simple doctor’s visit earlier in the process. 

Under current BOP rules, if an inmate is 
found responsible through the Disciplinary 
Hearing Process of having caused another in-
mate’s injury that required a medical visit, the 
offending inmate is required to pay the $2.00 
copay for the injured inmate’s visit. That rule 
would not change under my bill. 

Removing this unnecessary copay would 
allow inmates to see a doctor and receive the 
medical treatment they need, and will likely 
save the federal government money in the 
long run. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF UNT STUDENT 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTER 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the University of North Texas Stu-
dent Health and Wellness Center on the 100th 
Anniversary of its founding on October 3, 
1918. Since 2007, the health center has oper-
ated from Chestnut Hall, a state-of-the-art fa-
cility that serves current student health needs. 
Its home at Chestnut Hall reflects both the im-
provements in care and the growth of the UNT 
community that have occurred over the past 
100 years. 

The health center has a long history. It first 
opened in 1918 as the sanitarium for the Stu-
dent Army Training Corps students, con-
structed by the federal government as an 
emergency hospital for student soldiers train-
ing for World War I during the 1918 Spanish 
Influenza Pandemic. It served five patients on 
its opening day, and was only able to provide 
care for eight patients at a time at its initial W. 
Mulberry Street location. Although the hospital 
closed November 11, 1918, North Texas State 
Normal College purchased the equipment 
through a $1 fee from all students and staff, 
relocating the hospital in September 1919 to 
the corner of Avenue B and Sycamore Street 
under the supervision of a nurse, Adolphine 
Grabbe. 

Dr. L.O. Hayes was hired as head of the 
hospital in August 1930 and became the first 
full-time physician on staff. Facility improve-
ments were also made that year, including a 
steam pressure sterilizer and clinical labora-
tory. In 1933, the hospital was relocated to a 
new fifty-bed building on campus that was 
equipped with an x-ray machine and allowed 
treatment of first-aid, surgery and care for both 
contagious and non-contagious diseases. A 
new hospital with air conditioning was con-
structed in 1957, allowing for space on the 
2nd floor to be closed-off for an isolation ward. 
A remodel in 1975 converted the hospital from 
an inpatient facility to an outpatient facility, 
and added additional capacity to provide crit-
ical health services. 

The groundbreaking for Chestnut Hall, ap-
proved by a student referendum on the 35,000 
student campus, was held in 2005. The 
74,000 square foot building currently boasts a 
digital x-ray machine, extensive laboratory, 
treatment rooms, immunization rooms, urgent 
care rooms, twenty-nine exam rooms, 
wellness resources center, pharmacy and 
space for administrative staff. 

In August 2018, the center received re-
accreditation through the Accreditation Asso-
ciation for Ambulatory Health Care (AAAHC). 
This is a prestigious honor that serves as a re-
minder of the high quality of care provided to 
meet the health needs of a 38,000 student 
campus. 

As a physician, I understand the dedication 
of those called to a medical career, as well as 
the satisfaction that comes from helping pa-
tients. I offer my sincere appreciation to Dr. 
Herschel Voorhees and the center’s dedicated 
team for their efforts to provide outstanding 
care each day. Thank you for all you do to en-
hance the lives of students, faculty, and staff 
at UNT. I join you in celebration of the accom-
plishments of the center’s first 100 years, and 
the standard you have set for those who fol-
low in the next 100 years. 

f 

CITY OF HUMBLE FIRST RESPOND-
ERS—TEXANS SERVING TEXANS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last year, 
Humble, Texas suffered a historic flood, one 
that devastated the entire town. At the height 
of the flood, the San Jacinto River Bridge was 
completely submerged, cutting off passage be-
tween Humble and Kingwood. To put it in per-
spective, 27 trillion gallons of rain fell over 
Texas. That is enough water to fill the Hous-
ton Astrodome 85,000 times. Folks had any-
where between 36 and 52 inches of rain. The 
Humble area recorded around 40 inches of 
rain. Humble was hammered by this flood. 

On Friday, August 25, 2017, Hurricane Har-
vey made landfall on the Texas Gulf Coast as 
a Category 4 hurricane. The Texas air just felt 
different that Friday, ominous. Those of you 
who have been through a hurricane will under-
stand what I am saying. The air pressure 
dropped and a breeze out of nowhere ap-
peared. In August we don’t get a breeze! This 
was the first evident sign that the storm was 
headed our way. 

As I left a meeting in downtown Houston, I 
decided I better call my staff and check in. I 
encouraged them to leave early, grab some 
supplies, and hunker down for the weekend. 
As I began my commute back to Humble, I 
called my friend, Merle Aaron. Mayor Aaron 
could tell me what I needed to hear about 
preparations in and around the city as the 
storm approaches. We talked a long time; he 
mentioned that the police and fire were pre-
pared for extended weekend shifts. Little did 
we know about the nightmare that was coming 
for Humble later that weekend. 

The rains and floods ravaged the city. By 
Sunday night, Humble’s first responders were 
evacuating folks from their homes and trans-
porting them to shelters. Roads were shut 
down due to high water and some homes 
were knocked off their foundations. First re-
sponders began search and rescue missions. 
They worked with other agencies in boats in 
the high water areas. They also maintained a 
presence in order to keep looters out of the 
flooded businesses. During the weeks fol-
lowing, there were no serious incidents from 
looters. 

The first responders proved crucial during 
the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. I cannot 
stress enough its role in providing a swift re-
sponse during the immediate aftermath and a 
strong presence during the cleanup phases. 

Later that week, I witnessed the devastation 
first hand as I rode with Mayor Aaron in his 
pickup truck through a neighborhood behind 
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Deerbrook Mall called Northshire. Over 300 
homes were flooded with 4–6ft of water. The 
roads were impassable and protected by 
Humble Police. First responders waved us 
through and immediately I could not be more 
proud of my city’s response during the worst 
natural disasters to ever affect Texans. Among 
the piles of garbage, and stench of rot, folks 
had spray painted signs that said, ‘‘We love 
Humble Police’’ and ‘‘Thank you first respond-
ers’’. It was an overwhelming display of grati-
tude toward our first responders. 

The City of Humble responders worked tire-
lessly around the clock for many days to pro-
tect its citizens. The stories following Hurri-
cane Harvey give folks the determination to 
recover from the nightmare they endured that 
weekend. 

Harvey will not defeat the City of Humble— 
they proved to be Texas Strong. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

CONGRATULATING ODLE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL ON WINNING THE NA-
TIONAL SCIENCE BOWL 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Odle Middle School stu-
dents: Ishan Bansal, Eric He, Neil Chowdhury, 
Eric Liu, and Clarance Zheng for their win at 
the National Science Bowl (NSB), held this 
past April 26 to April 30 in Washington, D.C. 

The Department of Energy (DOE) created 
the National Science Bowl in 1991 to encour-
age students to excel in mathematics and 
science, and to pursue careers in these fields. 
More than 290,000 students have participated 
in the National Science Bowl throughout its 
28-year history, and more than 14,000 stu-
dents compete in the NSB every year. 

Coached by Rina Chowdhury with guidance 
from Interlake High School teacher Michael 
O’Bryne, the Odle Middle School team was 
among 48 middle schools from around the 
United States that competed for the national 
title. Winning this title is not an easy feat, and 
their perseverance is truly remarkable. In addi-
tion to being named the 2018 National Cham-
pions, the team’s diligence and dedication 
earned Olde’s Science Department $1000, 
courtesy of the U.S. Department of Energy. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize the enormous achievement of Odle 
Middle School and its students Ishan Bansal, 
Eric He, Neil Chowdhury, Eric Liu, and 
Clarance Zheng. Their impressive potential to 
thrive in a range of scientific and mathematical 
fields is demonstrated by their victory at the 
2018 National Science Bowl, and I wish them 
the best of luck in their future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BETSY FRANCESCHINI 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to honor 
Betsy Franceschini as a distinguished leader 
in Central Florida for Hispanic Heritage Month. 

Betsy Franceschini has a Bachelor’s degree in 
Social Work and a Master’s degree in Guid-
ance and Counseling, from the Catholic Uni-
versity of Ponce, Puerto Rico. 

Since her arrival to Florida in 1985, her ef-
forts have been focused on serving the com-
munity in the areas of cultural awareness, 
civic engagement, Hispanic community em-
powerment, advocating on issues to increase 
the quality of life of Latinos in the State and 
Nationally. 

Mrs. Franceschini is currently the Senior Di-
rector of Florida and Southeast Programs and 
Policy for Hispanic Federation. Betsy has suc-
cessfully developed and implemented HF 
community programs to uplift Hispanic families 
locally, promoting public policy advocacy and 
implementing innovative community programs. 

She has been recognized for her work in 
the areas of Disaster relief and support for 
Hurricane Maria evacuees, civic engagement, 
community service, and advocacy on issues 
that impact Hispanics. 

Previously, she held the position of Florida 
Director for the office of Puerto Rico Federal 
Affairs Administration, representing the Gov-
ernment of Puerto Rico and the million Puerto 
Rican residing in the State. She successfully 
developed partnership with 43 community or-
ganizations, agencies and entities to expand 
services to the community. 

One of her major accomplishment was 
being elected as one of the Top National 
Latino Leaders to meet with President Obama 
to discuss Hispanic issues. 

She has received multiple awards and rec-
ognitions. Among others: Mujer Destacada y 
Truinfadora in 2015, Hispanos Que Hacen La 
Diferencia from Telemundo, Congressional 
Recognition for Outstanding and Invaluable 
Service to the Community, Top 25 Most Influ-
ential Hispanics in Central Florida—Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Business-
women of the Year in 2001. 

Over thirty years of dedication and commit-
ment has earned her a high level of respect, 
support and admiration from the community 
for her demonstrated leadership and public 
service in the State of Florida. 

f 

PHILIP ‘‘DUANE’’ STEEN: 37 YEARS 
OF SERVICE TO TEXAS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, my friend, 
Philip ‘‘Duane’’ Steen, has served Texans for 
nearly four decades in the Texas Department 
of Public Safety. He is a lifetime member of 
what is referred to in my part of Texas as the 
Poe-leece. It is an informal organization made 
up of my long-time friends in the Texas law 
enforcement community. 

No stone in Texas has been left unturned 
during his decorated career. From the hills of 
San Antonio to the flat lands of Houston, he 
has helped Texans feel safe and secure by 
defending and upholding the law. His service 
to the state and to Houston will withstand 
time. It is an honor to pay tribute to him today 
as he retires from public service. 

Duane graduated from Texas A&M with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science before be-
ginning his valorous career with the Texas De-

partment of Public Safety (DPS). His career 
aspirations began when car trouble led to a 
ride-along with a DPS trooper as a student at 
A&M. The two got along like old friends, and 
you might say that was the straw that broke 
the camel’s back. In 1981, Duane officially 
began his career serving the people of Texas. 
His first assignment was in Denton as a High-
way Patrol Trooper. 

During his nearly four decade tenure, Duane 
served the people of Texas through various 
positions in the DPS. He served as Narcotics 
Sergeant, Austin; Narcotics Lieutenant, Waco; 
Narcotics Captain, Garland and Austin, and 
Narcotics Assistant Commander, San Antonio 
and Austin. In the last decade of his career he 
served in Austin as Major, Criminal Investiga-
tions Division, later promoted to Deputy As-
sistant Director, and finally as Region 2 Com-
mander, Houston. 

From speeding tickets and drunk drivers to 
full scale narcotics operations, he was up 
against some of the roughest and toughest 
that Texas had to offer. Through it all, he 
never stopped trying to make the Lone Star 
state a safer place. He was the type of guy 
that you wanted on your side because he 
would not stop until the job was done right. 

The impact he had on Texans, Houstonians, 
and the thin blue line will continue to be an 
example for generations to come. He may 
have handed in his badge, but his legacy lives 
on. His family can rest easy now knowing the 
most dangerous activity he will be doing is 
spending most days out on the water with his 
fishing pole. 

Happy Trails to you, Duane. Thank you for 
a job well done and for all your hard work to 
make our Texas a safer place. 

And that is just the way it is. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MR. WELDON 
BURGOON 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 5, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the life of Mr. Charles Weldon Burgoon. 
A lifelong cowboy, dedicated volunteer, and 
local businessman, Mr. Burgoon recently 
passed away at the age of 88. 

A beloved member of the community, Mr. 
Burgoon was the owner of Weldon’s Saddle 
Shop and Western Wear where he sold belts, 
saddles, and other handmade leather acces-
sories until he retired in January of 2017. 

Mr. Burgoon grew up in Denton County and 
began riding horses when he was just three 
years old. He began training Shetland ponies 
as a child, and joined and competed in many 
rodeos across Texas until 1992. He and his 
wife Joy met as students at Denton High 
School, and were married in Green Valley, 
Texas in 1950. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Burgoon dedicated 
much of his time to serving his fellow North 
Texans. Even after his retirement, Mr. 
Burgoon continued to dedicate his time to the 
youth of Denton County. He served on numer-
ous organizations in Denton including the 
Denton County Livestock Association and 
Youth Fair, North Texas High School Rodeo 
Association, United Way of Denton County, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:38 Oct 06, 2018 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A05OC8.052 E05OCPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1381 October 5, 2018 
and the Methodist Church Men’s group. Mr. 
Weldon Burgoon was inducted into the Texas 
Rodeo Cowboy Hall of Fame in 2010 and the 
National Bit, Spur and Saddle Collectors Asso-
ciation in 2012. 

As a lifelong North Texan, renowned cow-
boy, and businessman, Weldon Burgoon self-
lessly served the entire Denton community for 
more than 60 years. He will be deeply missed, 
and his impact on the Denton community will 

not be forgotten. I extend my deepest condo-
lences to his wife Joy, their family, and all who 
knew and loved him. 
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