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HONORING DR. NANCY KOTOWSKI 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the service of Dr. Nancy Kotowski, who 
is retiring after serving three terms as the 
Monterey County Superintendent of Schools. 
Dr. Kotowski dedicated forty-six years to a ca-
reer in education. Throughout this time, she 
made invaluable contributions to educational 
opportunities offered to students on the central 
coast of California. 

Dr. Kotowski earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree from the University of Dayton, a Mas-
ter’s degree from Northwestern University, and 
a Ph.D. from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. During this time, Dr. Kotowski also 
served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Cam-
eroon where she was recognized as a ‘‘Volun-
teer of the Year’’ for her development work in 
education. This experience provided the basis 
for a lifelong dedication to improving education 
systems, especially in economically disadvan-
taged communities. 

Dr. Kotowski’s career on the Central Coast 
began at the Monterey County Office of Edu-
cation (MCOE) in 1992. She quickly advanced 
to Assistant Superintendent of Educational 
Services, where she served with distinction for 
ten years, followed by another three years as 
Associate Superintendent of Educational Serv-
ices. Her dedication and distinct talent in these 
positions led to her election as Monterey 
County Superintendent of Schools, where she 
began in January of 2007. She was reelected 
twice as voters continued recognize her true 
devotion to students and unique ability to en-
sure that our education system serves student 
bodies that are diverse in culture, language, 
and socio-economic status. 

As Monterey County Superintendent, Dr. 
Kotowski streamlined MCOE operations, se-
cured numerous grants to expand MCOE pro-
grams, and implemented a new accounting 
system and solar power project. She worked 
closely with Monterey County’s twenty-four 
school districts, local higher education institu-
tions, and directly with community members to 
improve the quality of education delivered to 
Monterey County students. Dr. Kotowski’s 
commitment to public service has been recog-
nized by many organizations. She was hon-
ored with the Champion of Education for Stu-
dents of California by the California County 
Superintendents Association in 2010, Public 
Official of the Year Award by the Monterey 
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce in 2013, 
Talcott Bates Award by the Child Abuse Pre-
vention Council of Monterey County in 2015, 
and the Summer Matters Bridge Builder Award 
by California Department of Education in 
2016. 

Dr. Nancy Kotowski’s legacy of public serv-
ice is impressive and has made an immeas-
urably positive impact on the lives of students 
on the Central Coast. I am honored to recog-

nize this legacy, and ask my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Dr. Kotowski all the best on her 
well-earned retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HOLLYWOOD UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Hollywood United Methodist Church 
in Hollywood, a unique neighborhood of Los 
Angeles, California, upon the twenty-fifth anni-
versary of its Red Ribbons of Hope. 

Hollywood United Methodist Church 
(HUMC) was founded in 1909, when the first 
congregants began organizing. As the con-
gregation grew, a decision was made to build 
a new home for the church. Designed by re-
nowned architect Thomas P. Barber and 
based partially on the English Gothic style of 
London’s Westminster Hall, construction 
began in 1927 and in 1930, the stately church 
was unveiled, lauding its illustrious reign as a 
Hollywood landmark. In 1981, the church was 
declared as a Historic-Cultural Monument by 
the City of Los Angeles, and in 2015, a sec-
ond campus, the Toluca Lake Campus of Hol-
lywood United Methodist Church was opened. 

Since its inception, HUMC has provided 
spiritual guidance and tangible support to the 
Hollywood area community—working to fulfill 
its mission to be an inclusive, vibrant, diverse 
congregation that welcomes all people. This 
ideology is apparent in the church’s many pro-
grams and ministries that include Homeless 
Ministry, Youth Programs and participation in 
mission efforts assisting those in need by re-
building lives and homes in the U.S. and 
abroad. 

Perhaps the church’s most recognized min-
istry however, is its compassionate hospitality 
to people living with HIV/AIDS. For many 
years, the church has offered pastoral coun-
seling and supportive services referrals to per-
sons and their families living with HIV/AIDS. 
HUMC supports outreach efforts for Project 
Angel Food, The NAMES Project AIDS Memo-
rial Quilt, The Wall/Las Memorias and the Pe-
diatric AIDS Foundation, and congregants par-
ticipate in the annual AIDS Walk Los Angeles. 
In 1993, HUMC installed its Red Ribbons of 
Hope—red ribbons being the universal symbol 
of support and awareness for those living with 
HIV/AIDS—on both campuses to proclaim the 
church as ‘‘a sanctuary of hope and love.’’ 

I am proud to recognize Hollywood United 
Methodist Church’s on the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of its Red Ribbons of Hope, and I invite 
all Members to join me in honoring this mo-
mentous occasion. 

CELEBRATING THE 25TH PAS-
TORAL ANNIVERSARY IN WEST-
ERN NEW YORK OF REV. DR. T. 
ANTHONY BRONNER AND THE 
19TH CHURCH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ELIM CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly rise to acknowledge Bishop Bronner, 
Senior Pastor of Elim Christian Fellowship on 
his 25th Pastoral Anniversary in Western New 
York and the 19th Church Anniversary of Elim 
Christian Fellowship. In keeping with the 
theme of this celebration, ‘‘And the Journey 
Continues’’ we are all confident that Bishop 
Bronner will continue his visionary leadership 
in faith, his powerful sermons and his tradi-
tional and progressive ministerial approaches 
to producing spiritual growth and development. 
Just as Bishop Bronner did early on when he 
began his pastoral experience in 1992, his 
crusade to reach souls in regional prayer 
meetings and grow the church and its min-
istries continues. 

Bishop Bronner purposefully builds church-
es. As an Undergraduate at Temple Univer-
sity, Bronner founded Bridge the Gap Chris-
tian Campus Ministry. Fresh out of the 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, Bishop 
Bronner was called to Calvary Baptist Church 
in Buffalo and the Church grew exponentially 
under his leadership. From there, Bishop 
Bronner founded Elim Christian Fellowship in 
1999 and a second church in Rochester bear-
ing the same name in 2002. Bishop Bronner 
ensures these churches maintain vision and 
purpose by creating a ministry network called, 
Turning the World Upside Down Covenant 
Fellowship, Inc. This all-encompassing min-
istry offers seminars, workshops, revival meet-
ings and teaching materials that are spiritually 
relevant. 

Elim, ‘‘known as a place of refreshing’’ of-
fers ministries that speak to the human condi-
tion in ways that are sensitive to the needs of 
all individuals. It’s no wonder that Elim Chris-
tian Fellowship and Bishop Bronner in par-
ticular, attract such a following. Bishop 
Bronner has made it his mission to embrace 
all people without regard for differences or sta-
tions in life. This evening, we see Bishop 
Bronner’s vision come to life. Elim is a diverse 
community strongly supporting racial, gender, 
cultural and denominational reconciliation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am humbled and honored to 
join the members of Elim Christian Fellowship 
as they commemorate their Church Anniver-
sary and the 25th Pastoral Anniversary of 
Rev. Dr. T Anthony Bronner. May the church 
and its leadership continue its quest for re-
newal and growth in God’s love and care. 
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HONORING CAMERON SILVEUS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Cameron Silveus for 
his contribution to our state. 

During my entire tenure in Congress, Cam-
eron has been a loyal friend and wise adviser. 
Cameron is also a leader in Indiana’s agri-
culture industry, serving as an executive at 
Silveus Insurance Group. Our state is better 
off today because of his extraordinary leader-
ship and service. 

On a personal note, Cameron is a brother in 
Christ. I have appreciated his prayers and en-
couragement over the years. I want to thank 
him for his friendship and support of my work 
in Congress. I wish him continued success in 
all that God has planned for his family. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. EUNICE L. 
MIXON 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to a distin-
guished educator, political activist, and dear 
friend of longstanding, Mrs. Eunice L. Mixon. 
Sadly, Eunice departed to her eternal reward 
on Thursday, November 22, 2018. On Sun-
day, December 2, 2018, friends and family will 
gather to celebrate the wonderful life of this 
exceptional woman at a homegoing service 
held at First Baptist Church in Tifton, Georgia. 

Eunice Lastinger Mixon was born in Tifton, 
Georgia on November 1, 1931, to the union of 
the late Robert and Carrie Lastinger. A prod-
uct of the Tift County School System, she 
went on to attend classes at Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural College, Norman Park Junior Col-
lege, Valdosta State College, and the Univer-
sity of Georgia where she earned both Mas-
ter’s and Specialist Degrees in Science Edu-
cation. 

Winston Churchill said, ‘‘We make a living 
by what we get, but we make a life by what 
we give.’’ Through every stage of her life, Eu-
nice always gave herself to others. She 
served as an educator for 30 years within the 
Tift County School System and at Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College before redirecting 
her passion to politics. Her first official post in 
politics came in 1974 when she became the 
Tift County campaign chair for former Gov-
ernor George Busbee. She also served as a 
delegate to the 1988 and 1992 National 
Democratic Conventions, and as a member of 
the Georgia Democratic Executive Committee. 
Over the years, she has helped campaign and 
fundraise for several political figures including 
former Georgia Lieutenant Governors Zell Mil-
ler, and Pierre Howard, former Georgia Gov-
ernors Roy Barnes, Joe Frank Harris, and 
Sonny Perdue, former Georgia Commissioner 
of Agriculture Tommy Irvin, former Georgia 
Secretary of State Max Cleland, U.S. Rep-
resentative Charles Hatcher, former U.S. Sen-

ator Sam Nunn, former U.S. Presidents Jimmy 
Carter and Bill Clinton as well as yours truly. 

Eunice’s distinguished civic service was mir-
rored by her extensive involvement in her 
community. In conjunction with her profes-
sional accomplishments in politics, she served 
on several boards, including the Georgia Stu-
dent Finance Commission; Vocational Edu-
cation Task Force; Advisory Council on Con-
solidation of Education Programs; Georgia 
Civil War Commission; Joint Board Liaison 
Committee; and the Georgia State Bar Dis-
ciplinary Board. She has served as the door-
keeper to the Georgia State Senate, and has 
served on the State Bar of Georgia’s Inves-
tigative Panel; the Tifton/Tift County Library 
Board; the Coastal Plain Regional Library 
Board; the Heritage Trust Commission Board; 
and the State Election Board. 

Eunice received several awards for her ex-
tensive achievement, service, and public dis-
tinction. These include induction into the Tift 
County Chamber of Commerce’s Wall of 
Fame in 2014; the Liberty Bell Award by the 
Tifton Judicial Circuit Bar Association in 2016; 
the Eunice Mixon Award from the State Bar of 
Georgia in 2010; the Distinguished Older 
Georgian by the Georgia Council on Aging in 
2018; and a listing as one of the 40 Most In-
fluential South Georgians. 

Eunice is survived by her loving sons, John-
ny and Jimmy; and a host of other family 
members and friends. 

On a personal note, I was blessed to know 
Eunice and her husband, Albert, for many 
years and I can say without reservation that 
she was one of the most passionate and 
warm-hearted individuals I have ever met. I 
am proud to have considered Eunice and the 
Mixon family as friends of longstanding. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join my 
wife Vivian and me, along with the more than 
730,000 people of the Second Congressional 
District, and all across the state of Georgia, in 
paying tribute to Mrs. Eunice Lastinger Mixon, 
for her legacy of service to state of Georgia, 
and extending our deepest condolences to 
Eunice’s family, friends, and loved ones. We 
pray that we will all be consoled and com-
forted by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit 
in the days, weeks, and months ahead. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF THE SERV-
ICE OF JOAN O’DONNELL 
CONDON 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my appreciation for Joan 
O’Donnell Condon, a Senior Professional Staff 
Member who has served on the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs for more than 18 years. 

I first came to know Joan while I was 
chairing the Africa Subcommittee, during 
which time she helped me advance key initia-
tives to promote security, rule of law, and eco-
nomic opportunity across the continent. She 
worked tirelessly to bring attention to the 
atrocities of the Lord’s Resistance Army, 
genocide in Darfur, and the rise of al Qaeda- 
aligned terrorist organizations in East Africa 
and the Maghreb. In recognition for her efforts 
to support the peace processes in Liberia, Si-

erra Leone, and Cote d’Ivoire, she was invited 
to attend the opening arguments against Libe-
rian warlords Charles Taylor before the Spe-
cial Court for Sierra Leone, and then joined 
me in celebrating as he was sentenced to life 
in prison for war crimes and crimes against 
humanity. 

As Chairman of the Committee, I knew I 
wanted Joan on my team. When I asked her 
where she would travel if she could go any-
where in the world—and she responded with 
a list of disaster zones—I knew I had made 
the right choice. She now serves as one of my 
trusted senior staff, covering the U.S. foreign 
assistance portfolio. Her diligence, commit-
ment, and integrity have earned her the re-
spect of her colleagues. She has helped bring 
nearly two dozen Public Laws across the fin-
ish line, including four bills to authorize and 
extend the President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief and the first bill to authorize Inter-
national Disaster Assistance in 30 years. I 
look forward to seeing what she does next as 
I depart the chairmanship. I know she will con-
tinue her excellent work. 

f 

HONORING RICHIE MOORE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a tenacious young 
man, Mr. Richie Moore. Mr. Moore has shown 
what can be done through hard work, dedica-
tion and the desire to serve his community 
honorably. 

Richie Moore, a resident of the Benton 
Community was named General Manager of 
the Public Service Commission of Yazoo City. 
He came to the job with several years of ex-
perience. He has worked for Yazoo Valley 
Electric Power Association and Entergy where 
he served in different positions ranging from 
groundman to journeyman lineman, and also 
held leadership roles in engineering and de-
sign, distribution operations, and utility per-
formance. 

While working fulltime, Moore obtained a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting and a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Business Administration from 
Mississippi College. 

Richie is married to Amy and they have two 
children, Julian and Emily. Moore is the son of 
Verstine Moore and Frizell Casey. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Richie Moore for his dedica-
tion and tenacity to serving his community and 
desire to be an example for all. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

HON. ROBIN L. KELLY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because Americans are still being taken 
from us by gun violence. 

The Republican majority’s strong ties with 
the NRA—an organization that has blocked 
commonsense, lifesaving legislation and told 
America’s doctors, our public health experts, 
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that addressing gun violence ‘isn’t in their 
lane’—has prevented this Congress from act-
ing. 

Why is that Mr. Speaker? Could your cau-
cus be so beholden because of the millions of 
dollars the NRA funnels into your campaign 
accounts and leadership PACs? 

As the NRA was telling doctors to ‘stay in 
their lane’, a domestic abuser entered Chicago 
Mercy Hospital—a hospital, a place a refugee, 
healing and wellness—and took the lives of: 

32-year-old Dr. Tamara O’Neal, 
28-year-old Chicago Police Officer Samuel 

Jimenez, and 
25-year-old pharmacy resident Dayna Less, 

PharmD. 
These are just three of the more than 90 

Americans lost to gun violence each and 
every day in America. 

Mr. Speaker, how many times do we have 
to see American lives lost to senseless gun vi-
olence before we act? When will we be part 
of stopping violence? 

Unfortunately, this long list does not end 
with them. These are the names of the Ameri-
cans that this Republican-controlled House 
has failed with our failure to pass common-
sense gun legislation: 

1. Nathan Majors, 8 
2. Hayden Mayes, 2 
3. Amy Hayes, 5 
4. Ronald Rocket 
5. Patrick Smith, 41 
6. Ke’Anthony Jelks, Jr., 2 
7. Lauren McCluskey, 21 
8. Florence County Deputy Farrah B. Turner 
9. Nicole Barker 
10. Antoine Hartwell 
11. D’Onjay Jackson 
12. Selina Rowsell 
13. Aries Rowsell, 15 
14. Avi Rowsell, 5 
15. Michael Franco 
16. Qa’id Muhammad, 29 
17. Darren Scott Stroh 
18. Onexis Del Valle Delair 
19. Dustin John Delair 
20. Claudia Cordero Garcia, 20 
21. Diosdan Benitez-Cruz, 25 
22. Ted Williams Hale 
23. Joanne Lynn Strussenderg 
24. Glenn Strussenderg 
25. Donna McElfresh 
26. Matthew Minkler, 17 
27. Raheem Anthony Rice, 23 
28. Michael Lamar Ragland 
29. Mia Banks 
30. Undra Colbert 
31. Zachary Ragusa 
32. Jesse Ordonez 
33. Dylan Ray Martin 
34. Martha Johnson 
35. Richard Dean Johnson 
36. Weldeyoanes Zelealem 
37. Edward Budd 
38. Christopher Hodgkin 
39. Nicole Nguyen 
40. James Charles Powell 
41. Giovanni Melton, 14 
42. Craig O’Driscoll 
43. Nicholas Joseph Diamond, 29 
44. Darrion Bolden, 26 
45. Gabriel Valenzuela, 
46. Bradley Whitis 
47. Anthony Garrett, 16 
48. Karen Michelle Jackson 
49. John Lunetta Jr., 11 months 
50. John Henry Lunetta 

51. Eric Brooks, 18 
52. Anthony Stearns, 17 
53. Margaret Distler 
54. Clarence Distler 
55. Angel Thompson 
56. Andres Guillen 
57. Holly Ann Guillen 
58. Kimberlee Ann Kincaid-Hill 
59. Paul Carr Palmer, III 
60. Fabriccio Patti, 13 
61. Ethan Hogan, 25 
62. Joshua Lee, 20 
63. Jon ‘‘Rabbit’’ Gomez 
64. Sydney Land, 21 
65. Nehemiah Kauffman, 21 
66. Javier Munoz, 28 
67. Kaji Goode, 22 
68. Rex Vance Wilson 
69. Christopher Stewart 
70. Aleksandr Khutsishvili 
71. Lamar Dale Reid, 22 
72. Paulette King 
73. Felipe George 
74. Gianni Corsentino, 18 
75. Art Wulf 
76. Jan Wulf 
77. Aaron Wulf 
78. Mark Santee 
79.Vincent G. Maltese 
80. Kevin Michael Hockar 
81. Matt Christensen, 24 
82. Lanard Wilson 
83. Jaime Borja Molina 
84. Donald Jecusco 
85. Devry Moore, 22 
86. Steven Wayne Spurlin, 27 
87. Johnny Dee Haney II, 26 
88. Kevin Clanton 
89. Mbayi Ngenza 
90. Marcell Titus 
91. James Smyth 
92. Tristan Taylor Green, 19 
93. Clayton James Singleton, 8 
94. Jennifer Bagley Donoso 
95. Lex Donoso, 8 
96. Joe Frankulin 
97. Marquic Williams, 26 
98. Kye McClendon, 21 
99. Derrick Patterson, 46 
100. Geovany Garcia, 19 
101. Jerelle Javanta Lamb 
102. Jerrelle Lamb 
103. Melroz A. Klungseth 
104. Charles Schroeder 
105. Zoey Schroeder 
106. John Noble 
107. John Allen 
108. Androples Lewis 
109. Veronica Caldwell 
110. Cory Childers, 21 
111. Yvonne Reyes, 18 
112. Blake Widmar, 21 
113. Won Jae Lee, 26 
114. Jiyeon Lee, 23 
115. Phia Vang, 25 
116. Monty Gibson 
117. Deanna Serano 
118. Marvin Surrell, 22 
119. Timothy Donnelly 
120. Alabama’s 17th Judicial Circuit District 

Attorney Greg Griggers 
121. Clayton Wesley Bronson, 18 
122. Evan Plunkett, 25 
123. Arcenio Lujan 
124. Zachary Wayne Girdner, 23 
125. Joseph Lucero, 27 
126. Cecil Johnson 
127. Officer Samuel Solorio 

128. Dejanay Stanton, 24 
129. Eh Thon Gar, 22 
130. Jamymell Ray 
131. Yvonne Woodard 
132. Allen Troyer, 21 
133. James Lonaker 
134. Ventura County Sheriff Sgt. Ron Helus 
135. Sean Adler 
136. Cody Coffman, 22 
137. Alaina Housley, 18 
138. Daniel Manrique 
139. Justin Meek, 23 
140. Kristina Morisette, 20 
141. Telemachus Orfanos, 27—a survivor of 

the mass shooting in Las Vegas who was 
killed in another mass shooting in Thousand 
Oaks, CA 

142. Noel Sparks, 21 
143. Mark Meza, Jr., 20 
144. Blake Dingman, 21, and 
145. Jacob Dunham, 21. 
Mr. Speaker, this Congress—led by Repub-

licans—has failed to implement commonsense 
gun safety legislation. This leaves the door 
open for chaos to take place, day in and day 
out, in our movie theatre, hospital, country 
concerts, synagogues and bars. 

So I ask you again, Mr. Speaker: ‘When will 
it stop?’ 

f 

HONORING TRACY SMITH 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a longtime member of my staff, Tracy 
Smith, for her work in my office and her serv-
ice to our state. 

Tracy is based in Indiana and worked for 
our team during my entire time in Congress. 
Tracy has an incredible work ethic and was a 
tremendous asset to our organization. She 
brought a wealth of experience and knowledge 
to our team and was extremely reliable. 

On a personal note, I have known Tracy for 
almost 20 years. She is loyal, smart, decent 
and kind. I want to thank Tracy for her friend-
ship and her hard work in our office. I wish her 
continued success in all that God has planned 
for her family. 

f 

HONORING GEORGE C. 
WASHINGTON III 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Dr. George C. Wash-
ington III graduated from Carver High School 
in Gadsden and received his B. S. degree in 
Arts and Sciences (Biology and Chemistry) 
from Alabama A and M College. Dr. Wash-
ington graduate degrees were received from 
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana. His 
professional experience included teaching and 
band director at Trenholm High School, 
Tuscumbia, Alabama and Council Training 
School, Normal, Alabama prior to migrating to 
Jackson, Mississippi in 1957 to teach at Jack-
son State College. He retired from Jackson 
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State University in 1999 as Associate Pro-
fessor of Biology and Associate Director of 
Preprofessional Health Careers Program, al-
though he continued as an adjunct professor 
for a number of years. 

Dr. Washington married the love of his life, 
Dora Scruggs, in 1958, and together they 
began a teaching career in higher education. 

Dr. Washington received many civic and 
church-related awards, including ‘‘Kappa Man 
of the Year’’ from the Jackson Alumni Chapter 
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity and the ‘‘Life-
time Achievement Award,’’ given at the 71st 
Southwestern Provincial meeting in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He served as a trustee of the 
Gulfside Association and as a member of the 
Board of Trustees, Piney Wood School. 

As a member of Aldersgate United Meth-
odist Church, he served as a choir member, a 
member of Prime Timers Ministry, the Board 
of Trustees, and the United Methodist Men’s 
organization, from which he received a Life-
time Award. 

Beyond the local church, he served as 
president and vice president of the Con-
ference United Methodist men and on the 
Episcopacy Committee. 

Dr. Washington is survived by his wife, Dr. 
Dora Washington of Jackson, Mississippi; chil-
dren, Dr. E. Patrice Colbert, George C. Wash-
ington IV and Tamara Y. Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. George C. Washington III. 

f 

TEXAS TRADITION—AGGIE 
MUSTER 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ok, so I 
may not exactly be the biggest Texas A&M 
fan around. And, I possibly ruffle a few ma-
roon feathers from time-to-time poking fun at 
the Aggies. But, one thing I can say without a 
doubt is that there is no other school that has 
as loyal a following and dedication to tradition 
as Texas A&M. 

Texas A&M is famous for its traditions, 
ranging from the Aggie War Hymn, the 12th 
Man, Midnight Yell, Gig ’em, Reville and of 
course, the ring. But above all else, there is 
one tradition that I have the greatest respect 
for—Aggie Muster. 

Every year on April 21st, Aggies from all 
over the world come together to honor the 
memories of fellow A&M men and women 
whose death prevents their answering the Roll 
Call at the annual Muster. (It is no small coin-
cidence that April 21st is also the anniversary 
of the battle of San Jacinto—where Texas 
gained independence from Mexico in 1836.) 
The Roll is a symbolic Roll Call of all students 
and former students whom death has taken 
from the Aggie ranks, but whose memory lives 
on in Aggie hearts. As each name is called, a 
comrade will answer ‘‘here’’ in their stead. 

This time-honored tradition began in June of 
1883 as a reunion of sorts of former students 
reliving their college days from the ball field to 
the battlefield. By 1889 it had evolved into a 
celebration of Texas Independence, and in 
1922 it became the official ceremony it is 
today to account for every Aggie around the 
world by honoring the ‘‘Roll Call of the Ab-

sent’’ every year on San Jacinto Day, April 
21st—the day marking Texas’ Independence 
in 1836. 

According to tradition, ‘‘if there is an A&M 
man in one hundred miles of you, you are ex-
pected to get together, eat a little, and live 
over the days you spent at the A&M College 
of Texas.’’ The most famous example of this 
edict was the Muster of 1942 under the com-
mand of General George Moore during World 
War II. Amid fierce enemy fire, hunched in the 
trenches on Corregidor Island in the Phil-
ippines, General Moore and 25 fellow Aggies 
answered the Roll Call for the Aggies who no 
longer could. 

A war correspondent observed the make- 
shift ceremony and the world was introduced 
to the Aggie spirit. 

During times of war, Muster is especially 
poignant. Texas A&M has produced more offi-
cers in the United States military than even 
West Point. It has the distinction, other than 
West Point, of having more Medal of Honor 
winners than any other university in the United 
States. When General George Patton was in 
Europe going to combat in the Third Army, he 
made a comment about the Texas Aggies and 
the soldiers that he had under his command. 
He said, ‘‘Give me an army of West Point 
graduates and I will win a battle. You give me 
a handful of Texas Aggies, and I will win the 
war.’’ 

The Aggies’ long tradition of duty and serv-
ice to our great nation dates back to their be-
ginning, to the days when A&M was an all- 
male military academy. Texas A&M trained 
nearly 4000 troops during World War I and 
over 20,000 Aggies served in World War II, 
14,000 as officers. The entire graduating 
classes of 1941 and 1942 enlisted in the mili-
tary. The Aggie War Hymn was written on en-
velope by Aggie Marine J.V. ‘‘Pinky’’ Wilson 
while standing guard on the Rhine River dur-
ing World War I and it remains the most rec-
ognizable school fight song across the coun-
try—probably the world. 

Today, Muster is observed in more than 400 
places worldwide and this year’s ‘‘Roll Call of 
the Absent’’ honored 1015 people around the 
world, including those remarkable young men 
and women who gave their lives for our coun-
try today. The family of former U.S. first lady 
Barbara Bush elected to defer her recognition 
at Aggie Muster to 2019, when her family will 
have the opportunity to participate. When her 
name is called, Aggies all over the world will 
whisper ‘‘here’’. 

Muster is a time to honor those that have 
died, and a time for all Aggies to come to-
gether to reconnect and celebrate a way of life 
known only to those that proudly hail from 
Aggieland. This somber tradition illustrates the 
deep bond among all Aggies and is a key part 
of the rich heritage of tradition that sets Texas 
A&M apart from all the rest. 

Gig ’em Aggies. 
And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. CRAIG 
LAMOUNTAIN 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to honor Mr. Craig LaMountain for his 

dedication and accomplishments in estab-
lishing the Vietnam War Foundation and Mu-
seum for the purpose of memorializing those 
who fought in Vietnam as well as to educate 
succeeding generations concerning these vet-
erans’ experiences, sacrifices, service, and 
devotion to duty. 

Mr. LaMountain is a Vietnam veteran, draft-
ed into the U.S. Army in October 1966 and 
coming home in August 1968. Mr. LaMountain 
began collecting memorabilia and visiting 
schools in New York after his brother, LT 
Vetal Charles LaMountain, a Naval aviator 
crashed while on a mission during the Viet-
nam War and whose remains were never re-
covered. When Mr. LaMountain’s close cousin, 
Mickey Addy, died of cancer from Agent Or-
ange, the collection was expanded to further 
present to schools the opportunity for veterans 
to share their experiences. Like so many Viet-
nam veterans, Mr. LaMountain continues to 
sacrifice to this day in fighting his own battle 
against the effects of Agent Orange. 

Upon retirement, Mr. LaMountain incor-
porated his collection as the Vietnam War 
Foundation (VWF), a non-profit 501(c)(3) pub-
lic education foundation. The VWF provides 
schoolchildren and the general public the op-
portunity to learn about the military legacy of 
the 1960s in a ‘‘hands-on’’, free of charge en-
vironment, hear its Vietnam veterans share 
their stories, and see and touch restored, his-
toric military aircraft and vehicles. No other 
known educational foundation in the U.S. is to-
tally dedicated to preserving this unique Viet-
nam era equipment and memorabilia for future 
generations of schoolchildren and the general 
public to experience. Mr. LaMountain has de-
voted himself to this mission for over 30 years. 

It is my privilege to honor Mr. Craig 
LaMountain today, and my sincere hope that 
you’ll join me in recognizing him for his ex-
traordinary effort to present the Vietnam era 
story and experiences to schools, veterans 
and their families, historians and the general 
public. 

f 

HONORING RYAN HOFMANN 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a dedicated member of my staff, Ryan 
Hofmann, for his work in my office and his 
service to our state. 

Ryan has been on our team for over a year 
and has worked in several capacities in our 
Washington, D.C. office. He started as a pol-
icy intern last summer in our leadership office, 
the Republican Policy Committee. He was 
then hired as a full time staffer in February 
and is responsible for producing the Legisla-
tive Digest, handling tour requests, managing 
our internship program and advising me on a 
variety of policy issues. 

On a personal note, I admire Ryan’s loyalty, 
intellect and work ethic. He has been a valu-
able member of our team, and I have no 
doubt Ryan’s future is very bright. I want to 
thank Ryan for his friendship and his hard 
work in our office. I wish him continued suc-
cess in all that God has planned for him and 
his family. 
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CONDEMNING THE USE OF CHEM-

ICAL AGENTS ON UNARMED ASY-
LUM SEEKERS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, the cruelty, heartlessness and failure of the 
Trump administration immigration policy have 
reached a new low point with the reprehen-
sible use of chemical agents against unarmed 
asylum seekers including children. The unilat-
eral, unlawful policy requires those seeking 
asylum in the U.S. to remain in Mexico after 
adding their names to an interminable waiting 
list facing deteriorating living conditions in 
what increasingly have come to resemble de-
tention camps. The use of violence and fear to 
deter legal asylum applications ignores the 
real social, political and economic forces driv-
ing emigration and the role of current and his-
torical U.S. foreign and economic policies in 
creating those conditions. A nation of immi-
grants such as the United States deserves, 
demands, a policy collectively-negotiated with 
our neighbors grounded in democracy and 
human rights and dedicated to mutual social 
and economic development. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 
NORVEL BAPTISTE KING 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a valiant and selfless 
community servant, Chief Petty Officer Norvel 
Baptiste King. Chief Petty Officer King has 
shown what can be done through hard work, 
dedication and the desire to serve his country 
honorably. 

Norvel, a resident of Bentonia, Mississippi, 
is a 1988 graduate of Yazoo City High School. 

Norvel Baptiste King joined the Navy in 
1987, prior to graduation on the delayed entry 
program. On September 6, 1988, he went to 
boot camp in San Diego, CA. His first ship 
was the USS Midway CV–41 in Yokosuka, 
Japan. In October 1991, he left active duty 
and in November of the same year, he joined 
the Navy Reserves in Jackson, MS. In 2008, 
he was mobilized to Kuwait and assigned to 
the Custom Unit. He held several positions 
during his Navy career: Assistant Command 
Career Counselor, Assistant Department 
Head, First Class Petty Officer and Chief Petty 
Officer. 

Chief Petty Officer King is married to Tracy 
Collier-King and they are the parents of seven 
children and five grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Chief Petty Officer Norvel 
Baptiste King for his dedication and tenacity to 
serving his country and desire to be an exam-
ple for all. 

HONORING MEGAN ROBERTSON 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Megan 
Robertson, for her work in my office and her 
service to our state. 

Megan worked on our team during my first 
term in office, serving as Communications Di-
rector. In that role, Megan advised me on 
communications strategy and served as my 
spokesperson. She brought a wide breadth of 
political knowledge from her experience on 
campaigns, which helped us establish the 
framework for our communications operation. 
She’s also a huge Bears fan and I always en-
joyed talking about the NFL with her too. 

I would like to thank Megan for her hard 
work in our office. I wish her and Katie contin-
ued success in all that remains ahead for their 
family. 

f 

HONORING MARY MCCULLOUGH 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Mary McCullough for a lifetime of serv-
ice to her community, including her extraor-
dinary efforts to address healthcare needs in 
Hollister, California. Ms. McCullough has been 
recognized by many local civic and community 
organizations for these efforts, most recently 
as the Hazel Hawkins Hospital Foundation’s 
2018 ‘‘Heart for Hazel’’ award recipient. 

After moving to Hollister in 1963, Ms. 
McCullough immediately immersed herself in 
the community. She joined several community 
organizations and quickly distinguished herself 
as a leader in local preschools, concert asso-
ciations, Girl Scouts, Woman’s Fund, and the 
United Way. In addition to her volunteerism 
and community work, Ms. McCullough also 
made time to help establish the Community 
Foundation for San Benito County, which 
serves as a hub for philanthropic work in the 
area. 

Most notably, Ms. McCullough chose to 
dedicate her time and efforts to improving 
healthcare at local and statewide levels. In 
1963, Ms. McCullough joined the Hospital 
Auxiliary as a volunteer and, in 1982, began 
serving on the San Benito Health Care District 
Board of Directors, where she remained until 
her retirement earlier this year. She was also 
appointed to the Association of California 
Healthcare Districts Board of Directors where 
she has served since 2002. In these roles, 
Ms. McCullough committed to herself to sup-
porting healthcare facilities and locations to 
better serve patients and their families. 

During Ms. McCullough’s tenure, the San 
Benito Health Care District Board oversaw the 
construction of a skilled nursing facility, exten-
sion of the main hospital, and development of 
a state-of-the-art emergency department and 
women’s center. As Ms. McCullough prepares 
for her retirement from these positions, I am 
thankful for her work and feel confident that 
she will remain an active member of our com-
munity. 

I am deeply grateful for Ms. McCullough’s 
commitment to public service to the residents 
of San Benito County and state of California. 
As she celebrates her retirement, I am proud 
to recognize her for the invaluable work she 
has completed. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my 
colleagues join me in recognizing Mary 
McCullough on her lifetime of service and con-
gratulate her on a well-earned retirement. 

f 

PLEASANTON VETERANS POST 
OFFICE 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
present H.R. 1210, which will re-name the 
post office facility located at 122 W. Goodwin 
Street, Pleasanton, Texas, as the ‘‘Pleasanton 
Veterans Post Office.’’ This bill will show our 
appreciation for the veterans of Pleasanton, 
Texas, and ensure their service and sacrifices 
to our country is not forgotten. 

Across my district, fine men and women of 
all walks of life have honorably served our 
country. It is critical that we honor their service 
and dedication to our nation. Pleasanton alone 
is home to over 600 veterans. Dedicating this 
post office to our veterans will serve as an en-
during reminder of the sacrifices that our 
friends, neighbors, and family made while 
serving their country. These individuals put 
country ahead of self, and I am proud to rec-
ognize them with the dedication of this post of-
fice facility. 

Today, I acknowledge the service of Judge 
Robert ‘‘Bob’’ L. Hurley of Pleasanton, TX. 
Judge Hurley served in the United States Air 
Force as a medic and eventually rose to the 
rank of Staff Sergeant. He was NCOIC of the 
U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet Medical Clin-
ic—Medical Records and Appointments De-
partment. After the completion of his service, 
he moved back to Pleasanton. He later be-
came president of two companies and served 
his hometown as both a councilmember and 
mayor. He now serves as a Judge for 
Atascosa County, a position he’s held since 
2014. 

We owe our freedom to veterans like Judge 
Hurley, which is why I am recognizing him 
with the dedication of this post office. He is 
just one example of the many veterans who 
prioritize service to their country. The bravery 
and commitment of these men and women to 
our nation demonstrates what it really means 
to be an American. 

I would also like to take a moment to thank 
the veterans’ organizations throughout my dis-
trict for their tireless work in providing the care 
our veterans need. And in the words of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, ‘‘A nation reveals itself 
not only by the men it produces but also by 
the men it honors, the men it remembers.’’ 

f 

HONORING DR. TIMOTHY QUINN 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a dynamic young man 
of our community, Dr. Timothy Quinn. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:43 Nov 30, 2018 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A29NO8.010 E29NOPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1576 November 29, 2018 
Dr. Timothy Quinn is a native Mississippian 

and graduate of Belhaven University in Jack-
son, Mississippi. He earned his medical de-
gree from Meharry Medical College in Nash-
ville, Tennessee and completed his residency 
work at Martin Luther King Drew Medical Cen-
ter in Los Angeles, California. 

In 2003, Dr. Quinn began practicing Family 
Medicine in Jackson, Mississippi, with empha-
sizes on physical fitness and wellness. Cur-
rently, Dr. Quinn serves as Medical Director at 
Quinn Healthcare, where he commits his life 
to serve the people of Mississippi, focusing on 
preventative health care and traditional medi-
cine. Since 2010, Quinn Healthcare has serv-
iced over 22,506 patients. 

Dr. Quinn has lectured on physical fitness 
and obesity prevention. Since 2012, he has 
been writing health articles for The Jackson 
Free Press Newspaper and published many 
articles in the Clarion Ledger from 2005 
through 2012. He has also been a contributing 
medical expert for the following local television 
news stations: WLBT; WAPT; WJTV; and 
FOX40, since 2005. Dr. Quinn is a familiar 
voice on WJMI and WKXI Radio Stations’ seg-
ment, ‘‘Health Tips’’ since 2004. In 2009, Dr. 
Quinn was featured as an expert physician for 
the Black Entertainment Television (BET) Net-
work Special, ‘‘Heart of the City: Dying to Eat 
in Jackson’’, hosted by Star Jones. In 2012, 
he was named one of Mississippi Business 
Journal’s, ‘‘Top Forty Under 40’’. He also pro-
vides a weekly medical commentary for two 
shows, the ‘‘Dr. Frank McCune Health and 
Prosperity Show’’ and the ‘‘Women for 
Progress Show’’ on WMPR 90.1 Radio Sta-
tion. In March 2015, he was featured as an 
expert physician and appeared on NBC Night-
ly News regarding the State of Mississippi’s 
proposed House Bill 130 (Authorize Exemp-
tions from Vaccinations for Medical Reasons 
or Conscientious Beliefs). According to Niel-
son’s Ratings, Dr. Quinn reached 566,023 tel-
evision viewers’ households through his tele-
vision appearances that began in the year 
2010 and is consistently increasing. As per 
Magnolia Clipping Service, Dr. Quinn ap-
peared as an Expert Physician in the news, 
well over 100 times, since 2010 in all Mis-
sissippi and Alabama publications. 

On July 2, 2014, Dr. Quinn led Mayor Tony 
Yarber’s Medical Task Force for a Healthier 
Jackson to identify individuals and implement 
measures to improve their health and through 
this initiative, Dr. Quinn has screened hun-
dreds of individuals through community health 
screenings and health fairs. 

Dr. Quinn received: the George Washington 
Stutts, Sr. Award on June 18, 2015 at the 26th 
Annual Honors Program sponsored by the 
Robinson-Watson Book Company; the Best 
Doctor Award from The Jackson Free Press 
Newspaper and Quinn Healthcare received 
the Best Clinic Award in July 2015. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing this dynamic man, Dr. Timothy 
Quinn, for aspiring to increase the health and 
education of the 2nd Congressional District of 
Mississippi. 

HONORING JOHN WILSON 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, John Wil-
son, for his work in my office and his service 
to our state. 

John worked on our team for over two 
years, serving as a Staff Assistant and later as 
a Legislative Correspondent in my Wash-
ington, D.C. office. In this role, John was re-
sponsible for advising me on a variety of pol-
icy issues, managing our internship program, 
handling tour requests, and writing constituent 
mail. Since leaving our office, he has gone on 
to serve as a Legislative Assistant with Rep. 
Jim Banks and now works at Heritage Action 
for America as a Senior Legislative Assistant. 

On a personal note, John Wilson is my 
friend. I admire his loyalty, intellect and work 
ethic. He was a valuable member of our team, 
and I have no doubt his future is very bright. 
I want to thank John for his friendship and his 
hard work in our office. I wish him continued 
success in all that God has planned for him 
and his family. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF THE 
SERVICE OF ANDY TAYLOR 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the work of Andy Taylor, who has 
been the lead staffer for global economic com-
petitiveness on the Foreign Affairs Committee. 
Andy has worked tirelessly to advance Amer-
ica’s international economic interests abroad, 
leading bipartisan staff delegations overseas, 
conducting rigorous oversight of the executive 
branch, and advancing a robust legislative 
agenda. 

I thank Andy for his service to me and our 
committee and for his professionalism as a 
staffer. He is creative and collaborative in his 
approach to developing legislation and dogged 
in his advocacy for our committee members’ 
bills. 

Andy came to Capitol Hill in 2010 and has 
worked on a wide range of policy issues, from 
biomedical research and drug development for 
patients with rare diseases, to energy and fi-
nancial services policy, and Puerto Rico’s pub-
lic debt crisis. On the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, Andy ushered legislation to boost 
American leadership in cyberspace, advance 
women’s entrepreneurship and economic em-
powerment, modernize our anti-money laun-
dering and counter-terrorism financing regime, 
and bolster U.S. energy diplomacy. 

In October, the President signed the BUILD 
Act into law, major legislation Andy was critical 
to creating a $60 billion U.S. International De-
velopment Finance Corporation. This new enti-
ty will mobilize private capital in support of 
broad-based economic growth and provide 
countries a robust alternative to state-directed 
investments by authoritarian governments. 

I am grateful to Andy for his service pro-
moting American foreign policy and U.S. en-
gagements overseas. 

HONORING FIREFIGHTER FRANCIS 
COOK FOR 50 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Firefighter Francis Cook 
for fifty years of active service with the Crown 
Point Fire Department. 

Firefighter Francis Cook has been an instru-
mental member of the Crown Point Fire De-
partment since he joined in 1968. He has held 
numerous positions in the Department, includ-
ing Fire Chief for two years. Throughout his 50 
years of service, Firefighter Cook dem-
onstrated a superb work ethic and a commit-
ment to becoming an outstanding firefighter. In 
2018 alone, he responded to 96 emergency 
calls and attended 43 training events, totaling 
just over 223 active hours. He also took ad-
vantage of opportunities to become a card 
holder for CPR and First Aid to assist with first 
response calls, and earned multiple NYS Fire-
fighting Certifications. 

Mr. Cook devoted 50 years of his life to fire 
protection, and is an exemplary member of his 
community. On behalf of New York’s 21st Dis-
trict, I would like to thank Firefighter Cook for 
a lifetime of sacrifices and dedication to keep-
ing the Crown Point community safe. 

f 

HONORING SHAKIRA CAIN-BELL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Dr. Shakira Cain-Bell, 
is a 1992 Bachelor of Science, 1995 Masters 
of Public Policy and Administration, 2002 Doc-
tor of Education, and a 2012 Masters of Arts 
in Sociology graduated of Jackson State Uni-
versity, she is a native of Canton, Mississippi 
with more than 16 years of experience as a 
motivational speaker, educator, conference or-
ganizer, advisor, compliance officer, commu-
nity organizer, head start reviewer, college 
SACS team member, 6th grade teacher, as-
sistant principal, early childhood program de-
veloper, early childhood childcare center de-
signer, and an early childhood consultant. 

Dr. Cain-Bell as the academic dean and ad-
junct professor of Sociology at the Jackson 
Campus Academic Technical Center Hinds 
Community College. She is a certified online 
learning professor through Jackson State Uni-
versity and the Institution of Higher Learning. 
She is the former director of the Minority Male 
Leadership Initiative Higher Learning. She is 
the former director of the Minority Male Lead-
ership Initiative (M2M). Dr. Cain-Bell was the 
first assistant professor hired in the Inter-
disciplinary Studies Department at Jackson 
State University. 

Dr. Cain-Bell also has a Masters in Higher 
Education from Mississippi College. She was 
the first and second cohort of GIFTS Scholars 
selected at Jackson State University; while co- 
authoring the book Foundations in Global In-
quiry Institutional Guide—Jackson State Uni-
versity, which was collected and edited by Dr. 
Robert Blaine as part of the Apple iPad Initia-
tive at Jackson State University. Dr. Cain-Bell 
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designed the first child watch program for pu-
pils who were in need of adequate childcare 
watch; while attending classes in the Re-
search and Development Center at Jackson 
State University. 

Dr. Shakira Cain-Bell is married to Pastor 
Charles E. Bell, Jr. and they have three chil-
dren, Zerrian, Zachariah, and Shakira. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. Shakira Cain-Bell for her 
dedication to serving. 

f 

HONORING THE LIVES AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF BOYD AND 
RALPH HENDERSON OF POCA-
TELLO, IDAHO 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an outstanding set of twins from 
Idaho: Boyd Frank Henderson and Ralph Jay 
Henderson, who recently celebrated their 
100th birthday. Those 100 years were marked 
by dedicated service to their country, church, 
and community, and I wish to recognize them 
for their outstanding contributions to Idaho. 

As young men in 1941, the Henderson twins 
joined the United Sates Army. That same 
year, they left their wives and entered World 
War II in the 183 Field Artillery Battalion, fight-
ing in North Africa and Europe. After being in-
jured in combat, Boyd was awarded the Pur-
ple Heart and the Bronze Star for heroic 
achievement. Ralph showed extreme bravery 
and was awarded the Silver Star. Both learned 
and grew from their experiences in the United 
States Army and utilized these talents and 
skills throughout their lives. 

Before joining the Army, the Henderson 
twins enjoyed many of life’s accomplishments 
together. They both graduated from Pocatello 
High School in 1936, and in 1937 participated 
in Boy Scout and an Eagle Scout Courts of 
Honor. In 1941, both were married: Boyd to 
Ethel Chilton and Ralph to Lena Rawlins. 

At the end of their tours of duty, the Hender-
son twills returned to Pocatello, Idaho. Boyd 
returned to his wife Ethel and had nine chil-
dren. Ralph returned to his wife Lena and had 
five children. After Lena’s passing, Ralph mar-
ried LeNore Thompson Smedley in 2002. 

Boyd and Ralph opened Henderson Lumber 
shortly after returning from the war. The twins 
contributed substantially to building the com-
munity of Pocatello. They also contributed po-
litically and served in various leadership posi-
tions in the community. Boyd served as a 
Bannock County Commissioner for six years. 

Boyd and Ralph were also both active in 
their church. In 1927, they were baptized into 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints. Both held unpaid, lay clergy positions 
that helped countless members of their 
church, and both were called to serve as 
Bishops in their geographical area. Boyd also 
held the position of Stake President and Re-
gional Representative, as well as serving for 
three years in Australia as a Mission Presi-
dent. 

Few people live to be 100 years old and 
even fewer can share that day with a twin. 
Boyd and Ralph Henderson accomplished that 
on September 6, 2018. They shared their 

100th birthday with each other, their families, 
and their friends. The 100 years that Boyd and 
Ralph have lived have helped shape Pocatello 
into the place it is today. Unfortunately, Ralph 
passed away on November 5, 2018. He will 
be missed by many, but undoubtedly none 
more than his twin brother, Boyd. 

The family, friends, and community who 
have had the privilege of knowing Boyd and 
Ralph Henderson are proud of the lives they 
both have lived. 

f 

CELEBRATING JAMES ‘‘JIM’’ 
CAMPION 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
great respect and admiration to recognize 
James ‘‘Jim’’ Campion, the President of Co-
lumbia-Greene Community College in Hudson, 
New York. Jim is retiring at the end of the 
2019 academic year, culminating an impres-
sive and nearly fifty-year career in higher edu-
cation. 

An outstanding leader and mentor, Jim has 
consistently displayed an unyielding dedication 
to improving New York’s community college 
system. Under his leadership, Columbia- 
Greene Community College has expanded 
educational opportunities, improved campus 
safety and amenities, and provided more inno-
vative curriculum and career training for stu-
dents. 

The tireless commitment of educators like 
Jim is fundamental to the success of our com-
munities, our state, and our nation. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask that my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Jim on his retirement and thanking 
him for his many years of dedicated service to 
New York State. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ROAD TO 
RESPONSIBILITY 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 30th Anniversary of the 
Road to Responsibility of Marshfield, Massa-
chusetts. 

Road to Responsibility, a Marshfield-based 
nonprofit, has been serving our area since 
1988 with the goal of ‘‘making life better, one 
person at a time.’’ This exceptional organiza-
tion works to provide adults with disabilities 
the means, opportunity, and support to be in-
tegrated into our community. This charitable 
organization is made up of a dedicated staff 
working tirelessly to provide all people the 
chance to have dignified and meaningful lives. 

The celebration of the Road to Responsibil-
ity’s 30th anniversary gives us a reason to re-
flect on the far-reaching impact this non-profit 
has had on the South Shore. Since its incor-
poration, this organization has provided em-
ployment services, therapy and therapeutic 
actives, day programs, and residential serv-
ices. Recognizing the needs of its community, 

Road to Responsibility quickly expanded its 
residential homes and programs to serve over 
1,200 individuals with disabilities and their 
families. It now proudly operates 48 residential 
homes and 64 different programs across the 
Commonwealth, expanding its services to in-
clude recreational and art programs in the 
area of Autism services. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the 30th 
Anniversary of the Road to Responsibility for 
their dedication to bettering our community 
and increasing the quality to life for people liv-
ing with a disability in our district. I ask that 
my colleagues join me in thanking them for 
their invaluable service and wishing them all 
the best in the many years to come. 

f 

HONORING KYLE KASTINGS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Kyle 
Kastings, for his work in my office and his 
service to our state. 

I’ve known Kyle for more than two decades 
and during that time, he has become a close 
friend and trusted adviser. Kyle has proven 
himself to be one of our state’s top political 
minds. There’s no doubt that I wouldn’t be 
where I am today without Kyle’s counsel and 
help every step of the way. 

On a personal note, Kyle is a talented lead-
er and loyal friend. He has already impacted 
our state in extraordinary ways. But, I am cer-
tain that his biggest impact is yet to come. 

I want to thank Kyle for his friendship and 
dedication to our work. I wish him continued 
success in all that God has planned for his 
family. 

f 

HONORING LOUISE STEWART 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable commu-
nity servant, Louise Stewart. Louise has 
shown what can be done through hard work, 
dedication and the desire to live a long and 
fruitful life. 

Louise Stewart was born in Delta, Lou-
isiana. She is the oldest of three children and 
the only girl of the late John A. Murray, Sr. 
and Nona Ellis Murray. 

Louise is a graduate of the Vicksburg Public 
School System, class of 1948 Bowman High 
School. Louise participated in the study of 
Progressive Education in Black High Schools 
(1940–46), which Magnolia High School of 
Vicksburg was included in the study. 

Louise married the late Charles L. Stewart. 
The Stewart’s relocated to Chicago, IL in 
search of better opportunities. While in Chi-
cago Louise enrolled in Chicago City Junior 
College, the Malcom X Branch, graduating 
with an Associate in Arts degree and contin-
ued her studies at Chicago City Teachers Col-
lege majoring in Elementary Education. She 
became employed at the University of Illinois 
Medical Center. 
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After returning to Vicksburg in 1970, Louise 

worked in the Vicksburg School System as a 
Substitute Teacher. Later, she began working 
at Sears in sales and training as coordinator. 
She retired after 21 years of service. 

Louise is a member of Mount Calvary M.B. 
Church. She has been a member of the Vicks-
burg Homecoming Benevolent Club since 
1986. Louise has served as assistant treas-
urer, treasurer, and financial secretary for the 
club. She has a heart to serve as needed. 
She loves life, reading, traveling and having 
fun. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Louise Stewart for her 
dedication and tenacity to serving her commu-
nity and desire to be an example for all. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF REVEREND JOSEPHUS 
EGGELLETION, JR. 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sadness that I rise today to honor the life and 
legacy of my dear friend and longtime 
Broward County politician, Reverend Josephus 
Eggelletion, Jr. 

Joe was born on April 23, 1949, in Miami, 
Florida, to a family that, though of humble 
means, was rich in love for one another and 
their community. He graduated from Dillard 
High School in Fort Lauderdale and completed 
his undergraduate studies at Florida A&M Uni-
versity, before starting a life dedicated to pub-
lic service and his community. 

As one of Broward County’s longest-serving 
black elected officials, his political career 
began in 1990 on the Lauderdale Lakes City 
Council, where he filled the vacancy of the 
late Sol Rossman. Joe went on to become 
Broward County’s first African American 
mayor. He then served in Florida’s House of 
Representatives from 1992 through 1998. His 
political career continued when he was elected 
to the Broward County Commission, where he 
served until 2009. 

After a long battle with prostate cancer, Joe 
died on November 21, 2018 at the age of 69. 
He will be remembered as a caring friend and 
committed public servant whose career 
spanned more than 20 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to extend my deepest 
sympathies to Joe’s wife, Carolyn and his en-
tire family. While he is no longer with us, his 
spirit and loving memory will always live on, 
and he will be dearly missed. 

f 

FAITH, FAMILY, PHILANTHROPY, 
AND FOOTBALL: REMEMBERING 
BOB MCNAIR 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Houstonians will never forget October 6, 1999, 
when the NFL announced that the 32nd NFL 
franchise had been awarded to American busi-
nessman, Robert C. McNair. This adopted 

Texan will forever be remembered as the man 
that brought professional football back to 
Houston. 

McNair grew up in Forest City, North Caro-
lina, and graduated from the University of 
South Carolina in 1958. He and his wife, Jan-
ice, moved to Houston two years later. McNair 
founded Cogen Technologies, which became 
the largest privately owned cogeneration com-
pany in the world. He then sold the bulk of it 
to Enron in 1999 for $1.1 billion with an eye 
toward becoming a National Football League 
owner. 

During his nearly two decades as an NFL 
owner, McNair left a lasting mark on the city 
of Houston. His leadership and determination 
brought the NFL back to Houston, built a 
spectacular stadium, and was instrumental in 
bringing two Super Bowls to Houston. 

Football was not the only good thing McNair 
gave to Houston. Throughout his life, McNair 
and his charitable foundations gave more than 
$500 million to a countless number of sci-
entific, literary, educational, and faith-based 
organizations. McNair chaired the Robert and 
Janice McNair Foundation and the Houston 
Texans Foundation for more than 25 years. 
Ten years before he became known to most 
of us and before he was awarded the Texans 
franchise, McNair and his wife started the 
Robert and Janice McNair Educational Foun-
dation to ensure all students in his hometown 
who so desired, would have the opportunity to 
attend college. Thousands of individuals have 
now received a better education; changing 
their lives because of McNair’s selfless char-
acter. 

McNair passed away on Friday, November 
23, 2018 at the age of 81. He is survived by 
his wife, Janice; two sons, Cal and Cary; two 
daughters, Ruth and Melissa, 15 grand-
children, and two great grandsons. McNair 
was once asked by the NFL Network how he 
would like to be remembered. He replied ‘‘I’d 
like to think that I’d be remembered as an 
honorable man, as a good Christian man, and 
that I always did things in a first-class manner 
and treated people honestly. I think that would 
be a good legacy.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Bob McNair lived his life al-
ways revolving around four main values: Faith, 
Family, Philanthropy, and Football. May we all 
strive to live a life well lived around those kind 
of values, and to leave a positive impact like 
Bob McNair. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING PHOENIX PROJECT 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
FOUNDATION, INC. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a dynamic non-profit 
organization, Phoenix Project Community De-
velopment Foundation, Inc. 

Phoenix Project Community Development 
Foundation, Inc. (PPCDF, Inc.) is a develop-
ment corporation headquartered at 997 Main 
Street in Fayette, Mississippi. The name of 
this organization was derived from the myth of 
the Phoenix bird, which fell to Earth and 
burned to ashes yet rose from the ashes to at-

tain greater heights. This is the ‘‘Phoenix Vi-
sion’’ for Southwest Mississippi. 

This organization was founded in 1995 by 
Walter Huston, Executive Director and Volley 
Davis, Deputy Director. 

PPCDF, Inc. serves the residents and citi-
zens of Southwest Mississippi by aiding in 
community and economic development mat-
ters such as: Workforce Development, Com-
munity Leadership Programs, Grant Writing 
and Community Education Programs. PPCDF, 
Inc. also aids individuals, government entities, 
nonprofits, churches and fraternal organiza-
tions. The focus for this organization is to de-
vise strategies that: reduce pervasive poverty, 
alleviate high systemic unemployment; elevate 
educational achievement for youth and adults 
and to raise the standard of living for all resi-
dents of Southwest Mississippi. 

PPCDF, Inc. received the ‘‘Making Things 
Better Award’’ at the 2003 Low-Income Cus-
tomer Summit, in New Orleans, Louisiana 
sponsored by ENTERGY Corporation and in 
2001 this organization conducted ‘‘Leadership 
Jefferson’’, a nine-month community leader-
ship development program for citizens of Jef-
ferson County, Mississippi. 

PPCDF, Inc. also operated ‘‘Phoenix AOP’’ 
(Adolescent Opportunity Program) a program 
for adolescent offenders ages 12 to 17. This 
program assisted participants in: Character 
Building, Leadership, Academic and Social 
Skills and operated from 2008 until April 2016 
in Claiborne, Jefferson and Pearl River Coun-
ties. 

In Fiscal Year, 2016–2017, PPCDF, Inc. en-
tered into a partnering agreement with Fami-
lies First of MS, offering an afterschool tutor-
ing for youth’s in grades 1 through 12, which 
included: ACT Prep and On-Line Diploma Pro-
gram for Dropouts and Adult Learners. Also, 
other services are: Workforce Readiness, 
Youth Development, Financial Literacy, and 
Parenting classes. 

The mission to reduce poverty, high unem-
ployment, and elevate educational achieve-
ment gaps will be met while teaching students 
Alternative Life and Workforce Readiness 
Skills. Phoenix Project Community Develop-
ment Foundation, Inc. is also a designated 
ACT WORKKEYS Assessment Site. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing this great organization, Phoenix 
Project Community Development Foundation, 
Inc., that is serving and giving back to the 
community in Fayette, MS and the sur-
rounding areas. 

f 

HONORING AWILDA RIVERA 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to honor Awilda Ri-
vera, who is a Senior Congressional Assistant 
and Caseworker in my district office and is re-
tiring after more than 30 years of service. She 
has been a key part of my team for almost the 
entirety of my time in Congress, and my staff 
and I will sorely miss her. 

Awilda began her work on behalf of 
Bronxites in 1988, with my predecessor, Con-
gressman Robert Garcia. She later joined my 
staff, and has been with my office for more 
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than 27 years. Her work was always stellar, 
and she consistently went above and beyond 
the call of duty to help constituents with what-
ever problems they had. She had a hard time 
saying no to assisting individuals in need. 
Helping others is, and I believe will always be, 
her passion. 

Although she has worked on a number of 
casework areas, Awilda primarily focused on 
immigration issues. Awilda’s knowledge of our 
immigration laws likely outstrips that of many 
immigration attorneys, and other elected offi-
cials frequently sought out her advice and as-
sistance on casework issues. It is not an ex-
aggeration to say that she has helped literally 
thousands of my constituents obtain citizen-
ship, resolve visa issues, and help family 
members living at home and abroad. I cannot 
tell you the number of times that people relate 
stories to me about how she helped them or 
a close family member resolve a problem. 

Awilda’s passion for The Bronx is evident in 
her work and in her commitment to our com-
munity. She has lived in The Bronx all her life 
and raised both of her children in our borough. 
Today, she is a mother of two, Octavia Rivera 
and Jazmine Velez, and grandmother to Tim-
othy, Noah, Camille and Andre. 

Awilda comes from a musical family. Her fa-
ther plays the guitar and her son, Octavia Ri-
vera, is a well-known artist who goes by Toby 
Love. Her brother is also a musician. Awilda 
loves music, dancing, and—above all—her 
family. In fact, she plans to help care for her 
father in Puerto Rico in the future. 

My constituents will deeply miss Awilda’s 
advocacy, her compassion, and her selfless-
ness. She is a legend in the community. I am 
deeply grateful for Awilda’s dedication to help-
ing others, and to the work that she has done 
for my office and my constituents. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to Awilda Rivera for her distinguished 
service and extensive contributions to The 
Bronx and to the Nation. 

f 

HONORING TYLER SILVEUS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Tyler Silveus for his 
contribution to our state. 

During my entire tenure in Congress, Tyler 
has been a loyal friend and wise adviser. Tyler 
is also a leader in Indiana’s agriculture indus-
try, serving as an executive at Silveus Insur-
ance Group. He also served as a member of 
the 6th District Agriculture Advisory Committee 
where he met with my team regularly to dis-
cuss emerging agriculture issues. Our state is 
better off today because of his extraordinary 
leadership and service. 

On a personal note, Tyler is a brother in 
Christ. I have appreciated his prayers and en-
couragement over the years. I would like to 
thank him for his friendship and support of my 
work in Congress. I wish him continued suc-
cess in all that God has planned for Tyler and 
his family. 

HONORING FONDA MAGEE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker 
and fellow colleagues I rise today to honor a 
worthy member of our society, Mrs. Fonda 
Magee. 

She earned her bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting from Alcorn State University. After 
graduating with a degree in Accounting she 
worked for the IRS in Atlanta. She moved 
back to Mississippi and worked as a project 
manager for Skytel for 9 years. She taught 6th 
grade and 8th grade math at Siwell middle 
school. 

Later, she opened her own accounting firm 
named LKT Professional Tax where she has 
been in business for 18 years and her busi-
ness continue to grow each year. 

Mrs. Magee founded a young girls group 
called YLOTS where she mentors girls and 
has a girls only summer camp. Her passion is 
working with the youth and helping to make 
changes in this world. She takes countless 
number of youths all over the states on HBCU 
tours, encourage each student to attend col-
lege as well as educating them of the many 
choices out there. Mrs. Magee serves on the 
Youth department at her church Emmanuel 
Baptist to help raise money to send students 
to college. Mrs. Magee has been married for 
25 years and together they have two girls and 
three foster sons. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Fonda Magee. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, 
November 14, 2018, I was inadvertently de-
tained on roll call vote 418. Had I been 
present to vote, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING THE ASIAN AMER-
ICAN PHYSICIAN ASSOCIATION’S 
PHYSICIAN OF THE YEAR DR. 
LIVELEEN M. GILL 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly rise to acknowledge the extraordinary 
achievements of Dr. Liveleen M. Gill who is 
recognized by the Asian American Physician 
Association (AAPA) as the Physician of the 
Year. AAPA is a not-for-profit organization 
comprised of 100 doctors of Indian origin. 
Their efforts help to utilize their expertise as 
physicians to serve the community by holding 
free health fairs and enabling inner-city stu-
dents the opportunity to experience the many 
medical advancements in today’s practice. 

Dr. Gill’s passion for medicine started a 
world away in India where she excelled in biol-

ogy-related coursework. She was a gold med-
alist on her Higher Secondary Exam and she 
went on to complete an M.B. B.S. curriculum 
at Delhi University. Prior to the start of an in-
ternship, Liveleen met Harbinder Singh Gill 
who was visiting India from the United States. 
History took its course and Liveleen joined 
Harbinger overseas in America. 

Dr. Liveleen Gill represents the best of the 
Western New York community. Dr. Gill wasted 
no time in becoming a diligent practitioner of 
medicine, starting her residency in Internal 
Medicine at Millard Fillmore Gates Circle. Al-
though a relatively unknown physician at the 
time, Dr. Gill’s medical skills quickly won her 
the respect and admiration of her colleagues. 
Dr. Gill went on to a rotation at Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute and because of her hard work 
and expertise, she earned a fellowship. Dr. 
Gill established herself in the community by 
creating her own practice starting in a series 
of part-time, rented office spaces and growing 
that into her private practice which contains 
several examination rooms, an infusion room, 
nursing, billing and administrative staff. 

Dr. Gill is Board Certified in Medical Oncol-
ogy and Internal Medicine earning her New 
York State Medical License in 1982. She be-
longs to the AAPA and the American Society 
of Clinical Oncology. Dr. Gill’s practice thrived 
thanks to her impressive clinical skills, her 
conservative approach to treatment and the 
many wonderful relationships she developed 
in the field. On top of her tremendous profes-
sional success, Dr. Gill is also the proud moth-
er of 2 grown children Jay and Sabrina. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for allowing me to 
take a few moments to recognize Dr. Liveleen 
M. Gill. Her story of success showcases the 
vibrant and talented immigrants we have here 
in Western New York who work tirelessly to 
support our diverse community. I am honored 
to recognize the many wonderful contributions 
that Dr. Liveleen Gill has made to the medical 
field and thank her for the great care she has 
shown so many fellow Western New Yorkers. 

f 

HONORING HATTIE YOUNG 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Pastor Hattie Young. 

Pastor Young was born and raised in 
Grace, Mississippi. Her parents migrated to 
Scott, Mississippi and later to Greenville, Mis-
sissippi. 

Pastor Young defied all odds as high school 
dropout who dared to dream and through 
many heartaches and pains as a single parent 
with three children dug her way out of poverty 
through faith in God. 

Pastor Young has received her Bachelor 
and Master of Science degree in Elementary 
Education (Mississippi Valley State University), 
Master of Science degree in Administration 
and Supervision (Delta State University), and 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biblical Studies 
(Exodus School of the Bible). 

After retiring as a principal in the Greenville 
Public School District where through her lead-
ership at Weddington Elementary School she 
received high scholastic marks with local, re-
gional and state recognition. 
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Moving forward, Pastor Young became an 

entrepreneur. She is the owner of Hattie’s 
Kitchen. Also, she founded Word of God Min-
istries, Inc. seventeen years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Pastor Hattie Young for her 
dedication to serving others and giving back to 
the community. 

f 

HONORING FIREFIGHTER FRANCIS 
COOK FOR 50 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize Firefighter Francis Cook 
for fifty years of active service with the Crown 
Point Fire Department. 

Firefighter Francis Cook has been an instru-
mental member of the Crown Point Fire De-
partment since he joined in 1968. He has held 
numerous positions in the Department, includ-
ing Fire Chief for two years. Throughout his 50 
years of service, Firefighter Cook dem-
onstrated a superb work ethic and a commit-
ment to becoming an outstanding firefighter. In 
2018 alone, he responded to 96 emergency 
calls and attended 43 training events, totaling 
just over 223 active hours. He also took ad-
vantage of opportunities to become a card 
holder for CPR and First Aid to assist with first 
response calls, and earned multiple NYS Fire-
fighting Certifications. 

Mr. Cook devoted 50 years of his life to fire 
protection, and is an exemplary member of his 
community. On behalf of New York’s 21st dis-
trict, I would like to thank Firefighter Cook for 
a lifetime of sacrifices and dedication to keep-
ing the Crown Point and the surrounding com-
munities safe. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I missed votes on Friday, November 16. Had 
I been present, I would have voted as follows: 
Roll Call Vote Number 419 (Passage of H.R. 
5787, the Strengthening Coastal Communities 
Act): YES; Roll Call Vote Number 420 (Pas-
sage of H.R. 6439, the Manage our Wolves 
Act): NO. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF MR. 
JIM PAGLIARINI, PRESIDENT & 
CEO OF TWIN CITIES PBS 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Mr. Jim Pagliarini, on his re-
markable 21 years as the President and CEO 
of Twin Cities PBS or Twin Cities Public Tele-
vision (TPT). Under Jim’s leadership, TPT has 
become one of this nation’s most successful, 

innovative and prolific public television sta-
tions. While not only launching and producing 
popular programming and community facing 
initiatives, the successes of TPT have gone on 
to become nationwide models for how other 
PBS stations interact with their audiences and 
the communities they serve. 

After seeing the power that television has to 
educate communities, and children especially, 
Jim earned a Master’s degree in education 
from Temple University and went on to found 
the PBS station in Reno Nevada. He was one 
of the youngest station leaders in the nation at 
29 years old. After successfully running the 
Reno PBS station, he was encouraged to 
apply for the position of President and CEO of 
TPT here in Saint Paul, Minnesota. His arrival 
in Saint Paul in 1997 marked the beginning of 
a new era for TPT. 

Jim is often spoken of as a keen listener 
who cares about the thoughts and visions of 
those around him. His strategic vision, as well 
as the staff and leadership team he oversees, 
has enabled TPT to be a national leader in 
serving the community with a variety of offer-
ings both on television and the web. Twin Cit-
ies Public Television is consistently one of the 
most viewed stations in the country and excels 
in offering programming and content to people 
at every stage of life, spanning from early 
childhood to later adulthood. Jim has not only 
been an enormous positive force for TPT, but 
has leveraged his talents and knowledge for 
the betterment of public broadcasting nation-
wide. In addition to serving and being re-
elected to the national PBS board, in 2006 he 
took a partial leave of absence to lead stra-
tegic planning for all public television stations 
around the country. 

One of the many successes that TPT has 
had during Jim’s tenure as President and CEO 
has been a partnership with the state’s non- 
profits to help them use the power of media to 
broadcast their values and missions to viewers 
across Minnesota. This initiative helped to 
launch the Minnesota Channel in 2003, which 
became a national model for public broad-
casting community partnerships. During Jim’s 
time at TPT, the station completed a $40 mil-
lion campaign to modernize their headquarters 
and invest in new digital work. It was the most 
ambitious campaign in TPT’s history. 

Under Mr. Pagliarini’s leadership, Twin Cit-
ies Public Television has thrived and grown 
into a model public broadcaster. TPT is a 
shining jewel for Minnesota, and the Fourth 
Congressional District, where it is located in 
Saint Paul. Mr. Speaker, please join me in 
wishing Jim all the best in his retirement, and 
to honor him for his years of educating and 
enriching the lives of Minnesota residents 
through his work at Twin Cities Public Tele-
vision. 

f 

HONORING SCOTT SILVEUS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Scott Silveus for his 
contribution to our state. 

During my entire tenure in Congress, Scott 
has been a loyal friend and wise adviser. 

Scott is also a leader in Indiana’s agriculture 
industry, serving as an executive at Silveus In-
surance Group. Our state is better off today 
because of his extraordinary leadership and 
service. 

On a personal note, Scott is a brother in 
Christ. I have appreciated his prayers and en-
couragement over the years. I want to thank 
him for his friendship and support of my work 
in Congress. I wish him continued success in 
all that God has planned for his family. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF A PLACE CALLED 
HOME 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the 25th anniversary of A Place 
Called Home, a nonprofit organization in 
South Los Angeles which provides a safe, nur-
turing environment for local youth and families. 

Debrah Constance created A Place Called 
Home in 1993 to provide a safe haven for 
teens needing to escape gang violence on the 
streets of South Central L.A. From its humble 
beginnings in the basement of a church, the 
organization has grown into a beacon of hope 
and opportunity that has served more than 
20,000 young people and their families. 

Today, under the leadership of executive di-
rector Jonathan Zeichner and a committed 
board of directors and staff, A Place Called 
Home offers programs that prepare young 
people for employment or higher education. 
These young people also receive opportunities 
to access counseling, tutoring, college scholar-
ships, vocational preparation, and internships. 
The organization offers classes for parents as 
well. 

A Place Called Home is a focal point for 
many community activities. Its Marion Brucker 
Community Auditorium hosts a theater pro-
gram, as well as cultural events, town hall 
meetings, and candidate debates. The organi-
zation also hosts events for the community 
throughout the year, including meals and dis-
tributions of food, beds, clothing, books, toys, 
and school supplies. 

In addition, A Place Called Home teaches 
the importance of civic and community en-
gagement, and provides opportunities for com-
munity service throughout the year. It also fea-
tures three gardens where young people grow 
and harvest organic fruits, vegetables and 
flowers. 

As A Place Called Home reaches 25 years 
of service, it remains fully committed to ele-
vating the lives and futures of young people 
growing up in challenging circumstances, so 
they can become the leaders, healers, teach-
ers, scientists, farmers, and builders our coun-
try needs. The organization embraces social 
and economic justice for all. It stands for the 
rights and well-being of all peoples, no matter 
who they are, where they come from, or how 
they worship. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of all the stu-
dents, families, and communities helped by A 
Place Called Home, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating this distinguished or-
ganization on its 25th anniversary. I wish A 
Place Called Home the very best as it con-
tinues its mission of helping underserved 
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youth improve their economic conditions and 
lead healthy, fulfilling, and purposeful lives. 

f 

HONORING MORNING STAR 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable histor-
ical church, Morning Star Baptist Church of 
Robinsonville, Mississippi. 

Morning Star Baptist Church has been a 
cornerstone for many Black Families in the 
Robinsonville, MS area since the late 1800’s. 
Morning Star Baptist Church is in northwest 
Mississippi in Tunica County, Mississippi at 
4816 Kirby Road, Robinsonville, MS 38664. 
Over the 120-year history of Morning Star 
Baptist Church, the leadership and members 
have endeavored to serve the community. 

Morning Star Baptist Church began in Au-
gust the 14th day of 1898 as a spiritual space 
for the Dunn Family and Kirby Plantation. It 
began on Kirby Road on this very same land 
site in a log cabin with a small group of Chris-
tians. Morning Star Church started with a 
prayer meeting and Sunday School. Mr. Wal-
ter Dunn, Sr. and Mrs. Lizzie Dunn family was 
granted the use of the land for Morning Star 
Church in the late 1800s by Mr. John Ander-
son Kirby. 

The Pastors of Morning Star Baptist Church 
have worked to show strong leadership in the 
community. Pastor Sam Brown was the 1st 
Pastor and he laid the first Corner Stone in 
1898. Morning Star Church has a list of Pas-
tors ‘‘Godly Shepherds’’ who have helped to 
advance the important work in northwest Mis-
sissippi: 1.—Pastor Sam Brown, 2.—Pastor 
Tom Matton, 3.—Pastor Stackhouse, 4.—Pas-
tor E.P. Johnson, 5.—Pastor Wallace, 6.— 
Pastor Lundon, 7.—Pastor Brown, 8.—Pastor 
Warn Thomas, 9.—Pastor Gabe White, 10.— 
Pastor Brown, 11.—Pastor Underwood, 12.— 
Pastor Jinkins (Great Worker), 13.—Pastor 
Henry, 14.—Pastor C.H. Payne [He laid the 
second corner stone in 1926], 15.—Pastor 
R.B. Starks, 16.—Pastor Holden, 17.—Pastor 
J.L. Linzy, 18.—Pastor R.H. Hendrick, 19.— 
Pastor A.W. Parker, 20.—Pastor I.S. Lewis, 
21.—Pastor Lundy Jones, Jr., and 22.—Pastor 
Charles Bowles (current Pastor). 

Mr. Willie Dunn, the son of Mr. Walter Dunn, 
Sr., carried on the productive church work of 
his father at Morning Star Baptist Church for 
many years. As a community family church, 
Morning Star Baptist Church evolved from the 
original log cabin, to a wooden structure, to a 
concrete block building, to the current new 
brick church. 

The ‘‘Old White Brick’’ Morning Star Baptist 
Church building was a ‘‘good building’’ that 
had simply worn down over time since it was 
rebuilt in 1963. During the early 1990’s to 
2003, the Morning Star Church Members 
under the leadership of Pastor Lundy Jones, 
Jr. and Deacon Louis Harris, Sr. had to do 
several major structural repairs to the building. 
The plumbing, septic tank, and the floors had 
to be repaired and replaced. The shifting of 
the building foundation caused the walls to 
crack and a cable system had to be attached 
to the walls to keep them from falling. 

During the winter months, it was bone 
chilling cold and during the summer months, it 
was sweltering hot because the building only 
had ceiling and floor fans. The Deacons would 
also arrive early on Sunday mornings to chase 
out the snakes, wasps, and other pests. After 
years of doing construction work to maintain 
the Old Church Building, and with the need to 
expand the Old White Brick Church building, a 
critical decision had to be made. Around the 
new Millennial of 2000, Deacon James E. 
Dunn provided leadership and shared his vi-
sion with the Church Leaders that it would be 
more cost effective to build a new church than 
to continue to repair the old building along 
with the expansion project. Morning Star 
Church Members under the leadership of the 
Deacons started to talk about the need for a 
new Sanctuary. After twelve months or more 
of talking, planning, thinking, and praying, the 
process to build a new Morning Star Church- 
Sanctuary was agreed upon. 

In January of 2002, under the inspirational 
leadership of Deacon James E. Dunn, the be-
ginning concept of the ‘‘New Building’’ for 
Morning Star M.B. Church was accepted by 
the Morning Star Leadership. In January of 
2003, Deacon James E. Dunn transformed his 
ideas and his professional building designs for 
the (New) Morning Star Church into a working 
building plan that was developed with the as-
sistance of Architects Wenzel and Associates 
on May 14, 2003. 

On April 19, 2003, a ground-breaking cere-
mony was conducted for the expansion of 
Morning Star Baptist Church Building. At that 
time, the Morning Star Church Family was 
presented with the Deed of Trust for the land 
by Mr. James and Mrs. Louise (Kirby) Ellis. 

October of 2004, was the start of the phys-
ical construction of the (‘‘New’’) Morning Star 
Church Building. Deacon James E. Dunn vol-
unteered his time and service along with Tay-
lor Construction to lay the concrete. 

On July 3, 2005, the Morning Star Baptist 
Church Congregation walked over from the 
Old Morning Star Church to the (New) Morn-
ing Star Sanctuary for the 1st Sunday Wor-
ship. Since that time, Morning Star Baptist 
Church Family has continued to grow phys-
ically and spiritually. 

Morning Star Baptist Church continues 
today along with other churches in Tunica 
County to serve the needs of the African 
American Communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Morning Star Baptist Church for 
its dedication to serving our community and 
great country. 

f 

ENCINAL VETERANS POST OFFICE 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
present H.R. 1211, which will re-name the 
post office facility located at 400 N. Main 
Street, Encinal, Texas, as the ‘‘Encinal Vet-
erans Post Office’’. This bill, shows our appre-
ciation to our veterans and ensures their serv-
ice and sacrifices to our country is not forgot-
ten. 

Across my district, fine men and women of 
all walks of life have honorably served our 

country. It is critical that we honor their service 
and dedication to our nation. Dedicating this 
post office to our veterans will serve as an en-
during reminder of the sacrifices that our 
friends, neighbors, and family made while 
serving their country. These individuals put 
country ahead of self, and I am proud to rec-
ognize them with the dedication of this post-of-
fice facility. 

Today, I want to acknowledge the service of 
Judge Frank Weikel of Encinal. Judge Weikel 
enlisted in the United States Navy after high 
school and served for eight years. After his 
discharge from the Navy he worked at several 
companies before serving on the Encinal City 
Council and as Mayor Pro tempore. Eventu-
ally, he was elected Justice of the Peace for 
Precinct 2 in La Salle County. 

The courage and dedication of Judge 
Weikel represents what it really means to be 
an American. He is amongst the many vet-
erans in the State of Texas, and across the 
nation, who have served their country faith-
fully. 

I would also like to take a moment to thank 
the veterans’ organizations throughout my dis-
trict for their tireless work in providing the care 
our veterans need. And in the words of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, ‘‘as we express our 
gratitude, we must never forget that the high-
est appreciation is not to utter words, but to 
live by them’’. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AUDRA MCGEORGE 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to express my heartfelt gratitude to the 
Foreign Affairs Committee’s Communications 
Director, Audra McGeorge, for her nearly 13 
years of service to my team. Her honesty, in-
telligence, dedication and humor have been 
tremendous assets to my office. 

While serving in my personal office, Audra’s 
tireless hard work was consistently recognized 
and applauded by peers, constituents and 
congressional liaison offices. Starting as a 
staff associate and working her way into a 
senior staff position as my communications di-
rector, Audra excelled in the Hill’s challenging 
and demanding work environment. She helped 
me navigate the new opportunities provided by 
digital media, including telephone town halls 
and website redesigns. It was also her cre-
ativity and hard work that started my first an-
nual women’s conference and made following 
conferences a success. While excelling at her 
demanding work duties, Audra concurrently 
earned a master’s degree in national security. 

When I became Chairman of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee six years ago, I knew Audra 
would provide critical insight, so I had her 
bring her talents to the Committee. From de-
manding CODELs to high profile hearings to 
prominent foreign dignitary meetings to land-
mark legislation, Audra has handled her duties 
with expertise and a charming spirit. She has 
been a critical part of the Committee’s many 
accomplishments—reforming food aid, com-
bating the significant obstacles facing women 
and girls worldwide, and tackling wildlife traf-
ficking. 

I cannot thank Audra enough—especially for 
all of the laughs we’ve shared over the years. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:43 Nov 30, 2018 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A29NO8.035 E29NOPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1582 November 29, 2018 
It is without question that she will succeed in 
her future endeavors. Best wishes, Audra. 

f 

HONORING JOSH OWENS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Josh 
Owens, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state. 

Josh served in my Washington, D.C. office 
as an economic policy adviser during my first 
term in Congress. In that role, he served as 
the staff lead for our work on the House Budg-
et Committee, he helped develop legislation, 
and advised me on economic policy issues. 
Since leaving our office, Josh has taught eco-
nomics at Butler and Indiana University and 
now serves as the CEO of SupplyKick, a thriv-
ing Indianapolis-based online marketplace re-
tailer. 

On a personal note, I cherish my friendship 
with Josh and his parents. Josh and I are both 
proud alums of Wabash College too. I wish 
him and Andy continued success in all that re-
mains ahead for their family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT 
MICHAEL CHESNA 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Weymouth Police Sergeant, 
Michael Chesna. Sergeant Chesna’s life was 
defined by many things but, above all else, the 
word we keep hearing alongside his name is 
‘‘service.’’ 

He dreamed of being a police officer, while 
growing up in the town he would one day 
come to serve. Those dreams would be de-
ferred, as he was called to serve his country 
overseas first. 

His two tours of duty in Iraq and Afghani-
stan during 2007 and 2010 with the 10th 
Mountain Division were the deadliest years of 
each campaign. Michael served with distinc-
tion in the United States Army and was award-
ed the Purple Heart. 

After leaving the military, Michael realized 
his dream career as a police officer, some-
thing he had wanted to do since he was 5 

years old. It was in that time, he bought a 
house with his loving wife, Cynthia, and two 
children, Olivia and Jack, in Hanover. In that 
role, he had the opportunity to work in and 
around a community he held so dear. 

Tragically, Sergeant Chesna was killed one 
day before his sixth anniversary on the force, 
but his commitment to duty, his family, and his 
community will be remembered for years to 
come. Throughout his 42 years, Sergeant Mi-
chael Chesna dedicated his life to serving 
something greater than himself, and ultimately 
gave his life protecting others. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
Sergeant Michael Chesna. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in recognizing his many years 
of dedication to his community and his coun-
try. 

f 

AMERICA MUST DENY PUTIN HIS 
IMPERIAL AMBITIONS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Vladimir 
Putin has again reminded the world that he 
has no respect for international law, sov-
ereignty of neighboring states, or peace in our 
world. Since 2014, Russia has illegally occu-
pied Crimea and fueled a war in Eastern 
Ukraine. That followed Moscow’s 2008 inva-
sion of Georgia where its forces still occupy 
Georgian territory. Now, Russian forces have 
conducted another act of unprovoked aggres-
sion by blocking the Kerch Strait and attacking 
Ukrainian naval vessels in the Black Sea. 

This act of war is just another chapter in 
Putin’s violent conquest of his neighbors’ terri-
tory. His goal is to restore the power of Rus-
sia’s imperial past. To do so requires seizing 
the lands and waters that were once con-
trolled by Moscow and denying the right of 
free peoples to determine their own fate. 
Putin, an authoritarian thug, fears the demo-
cratic aspirations of nations that have shed the 
tyranny of the old Russian and Soviet orders. 
The success of the Color Revolutions in 
Ukraine and Georgia and their growing inte-
gration with the West strikes fear into the 
heart of a dictator like Putin, who relies on 
brutality and fear to cling to power. To survive, 
he has falsely framed the rising tide of democ-
racy in the post-Soviet space as a threat to 
Russia, when in fact it is only a threat to Putin 
and his oligarch friends. 

The illegal annexation of Crimea and this 
week’s seizure of the Sea of Azov are Putin’s 
attempt to intimidate and undermine Ukraine’s 

nascent democracy. By controlling these key 
strategic points, Putin believes he can dem-
onstrate that only the Kremlin can ensure se-
curity and prosperity in the region and that Eu-
rope and America care little for the plight of 
Ukrainians. Instead it shows that Putin is a 
belligerent thug who only has violence and de-
spair to offer. 

We Americans must stand with Ukraine. 
The Ukrainian people want to share in the 
freedom and wealth we long ago secured for 
ourselves by breaking the chains of foreign 
tyranny. Americans did not fight alone when 
we gained our independence, and Ukraine 
should not be left to fight alone either. We 
must develop a grand strategy to halt Putin’s 
aggression and liberate the areas he illegally 
seized. This does not mean a direct conflict 
between the United States and Russia, but it 
does require us to act before Putin becomes 
so confident that he does attempt a direct as-
sault on us or our NATO allies. America has 
the tools and leverage to thwart Putin’s wicked 
ambitions—it’s time to use them. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING KENZIE KITTLE 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Kenzie 
Kittle, for her work in my office and her service 
to our state. 

Kenzie served in my Washington, D.C. of-
fice during my first and second term in Con-
gress, as a staff assistant and later as our 
press secretary. In that role, she helped lead 
our communications effort on social media and 
assisted countless constituents from our Dis-
trict. Since leaving our office, Kenzie has man-
aged social media accounts for major U.S. 
companies and now works as a Social Media 
Strategist at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 
In addition, she runs a thriving life and style 
blog, called Simply J&K, covering fashion, 
food, drinks and more. 

On a personal note, Kenzie is a positive 
spirit and kind soul with a big smile. Literally, 
every day, Kenzie made our office a better 
place to work, and she was a valuable mem-
ber of our team. 

I want to thank Kenzie for her friendship and 
her hard work in our office. I wish her and Jor-
dan continued success in all that God has 
planned for their family. 
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