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H. RES. 1161, RELATING TO THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE OATH 
TO THE MEMBER ELECT FROM 
THE 13TH DISTRICT OF MICHI-
GAN 

HON. PAUL D. RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, on 
November 29, 2018, the House by unanimous 
consent adopted House Resolution 1161 in 
advance of the administration of the oath of 
office to Representative BRENDA JONES of 
Michigan. Representative JONES was elected 
on November 6, 2018 to fill a vacancy in the 
13th Congressional District of Michigan for the 
remainder of the 115th Congress. Her certifi-
cate of election was received by the House on 
November 29, 2018. Representative JONES 
also currently serves as the President of the 
Detroit City Council. Representative JONES 
has indicated that she will abide by guidance 
from the House Committee on Ethics to mini-
mize the conflicts that may exist with her du-
ties as President of the City Council during 
this short tenure in the House. 

The Speaker, with the concurrence of the 
Democratic Leader, finds that this resolution 
(1) represents a narrow exception to the re-
striction established by the House on January 
20, 1909, that the duties of a Member of the 
House and the Governor of a State are ‘‘abso-
lutely inconsistent’’ and may not be ‘‘simulta-
neously discharged’’ by the same Member and 
(2) does not address the Constitutional quali-
fications of a Member. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the chamber on Friday, 
November 30, 2018. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll call vote 425. 

f 

HONORING BIG SUR FIRE CHIEF 
MARTHA KARSTENS 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the extensive contributions made by 
Big Sur Fire Chief Martha Karstens to the 
well-being and prosperity of our community on 
the central coast of California. Chief Karstens 
has been an invaluable asset to the Big Sur 
community, a rural area of my District adjacent 
to historic Highway 1 on the California coast. 

I know that every Big Sur resident can attest 
to Chief Karsten’s character, integrity, and de-
votion to protecting and serving her commu-
nity. 

Residents of Big Sur have historically expe-
rienced a lack of access to basic services due 
to the community’s rural location. Chief 
Karstens sought to fix this, and in 1976, en-
rolled in the first Emergency Medical Techni-
cian (EMT) class ever offered in Big Sur, 
eventually becoming involved with the Amer-
ican Red Cross’ Central Coast Chapter as a 
volunteer ambulance emergency responder. In 
1979, Chief Karstens became president of the 
Red Cross Big Sur Ambulance, the only emer-
gency first response service stationed in Big 
Sur at the time. Chief Karstens also served on 
the Board of the Red Cross, Carmel Chapter, 
as a representative of the Big Sur community. 
Chief Karstens continued as the Big Sur Am-
bulance President until 1991, when Monterey 
County funded a full-time, paid ambulance 
crew for the Big Sur community. 

Following fourteen years of service with the 
Big Sur Ambulance, Chief Karstens joined the 
Big Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade, where she has 
served for the last twenty-eight years. She 
was named the Brigade’s first Medical Bat-
talion Chief in 1991 and was instrumental in 
developing the Brigade’s medical first re-
sponder and EMT mission. In 1994, Chief 
Karstens transitioned into an administrative 
role for the Brigade and was asked to become 
a Duty Officer, requiring her to respond to and 
direct responses for a wide range of incidents. 
Following further trainings and certifications in 
fire safety and emergency response, Chief 
Karstens was voted in as the Administrative 
Assistant Chief of the Brigade and recognized 
as Volunteer Firefighter of the Year in 2003. In 
2009, Chief Karstens became the Chief of the 
Big Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade. During her 
tenure as Chief, she has overseen the organi-
zation throughout several devastating fires on 
the Central Coast. These included the Pfeiffer 
Fire in 2013, where, despite losing her own 
home, Chief Karstens continued serving as In-
cident Commander. She also played a crucial 
operational role during the Soberanes Fire and 
the coordinated response to the subsequent 
storms that collapsed the Pfeiffer Canyon 
Bridge and stranded hundreds of Big Sur resi-
dents. Chief Karstens helped to ensure these 
residents had access to food, medicine, and 
other essential supplies until the bridge could 
be restored several months later. 

Chief Karstens’ dedication to her community 
is evident in her work to protect and serve her 
fellow Big Sur community members over the 
last forty-two years. Throughout this time, she 
has responded personally to thousands of 
calls and committed thousands of hours of her 
personal time to volunteer in Big Sur. Chief 
Karstens has proven herself as a dedicated 
first responder and has served her community 
with steadfast commitment at great personal 
sacrifice. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Big Sur Fire Chief 
Martha Karstens on her distinguished service 
and in wishing her a long and healthy retire-
ment. 

MICHEL DOHERTY 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to wish Michel Doherty 
a Happy 94th Birthday and to honor her for a 
lifetime of community service. 

Mrs. Doherty is well-known in our commu-
nity for her extensive service through the 
countless organizations she participates in. 
The two projects that bring her the most pride 
have been the development of Four Mile Cove 
Ecological Preserve and the opening of the 
Veterans Administration Clinic in Cape Coral, 
but these are only a few examples of all the 
contributions she has made to the Cape Coral 
community. 

Mrs. Doherty also participates as a member 
of the Cape Coral Civic Association, Fort 
Myers Women’s Community Club, Tiger Bay 
Club of SWFL, chair of the American Red 
Cross ‘‘Simply Red Gala,’’ Voices for Kids, 
Lee County Homeless Coalition, Giving Heart 
for Cancer, Abuse Center for Women, Down-
town River District Art Walks, Boys and Girls 
Club of SWFL, Hope Hospice Planning Com-
mittee and Pace Center for Girls. There is no 
doubt that her work will positively impact our 
community for generations to come. 

I thank Michel for her service to the Cape 
Coral community and wish her a Happy Birth-
day. 

f 

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF VIRGINIA 
COMBS 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Virginia Combs, 
who is retiring as Deputy Director of the Ken-
tucky Consular Center (KCC) in Williamsburg, 
Kentucky after 16 years of service. 

Virginia has been a vital asset to the De-
partment of State and the Kentucky Consular 
Center since taking on the role as Deputy Di-
rector in 2002, just two years after the center 
opened. When Virginia arrived, the facility had 
roughly 40 employees. Under her leadership 
and direction, more than 300 people now work 
at KCC, providing critical services for the State 
Department to process immigrant visa applica-
tions. The State Department’s decision to lo-
cate in Williamsburg inspired leaders across 
Southern and Eastern Kentucky to dream big-
ger for high tech jobs and ramp up new indus-
try recruitment. Year after year, Virginia has 
helped prove that we have the best workforce 
in the country and we can successfully meet 
federal government contract needs in our re-
gion. 

Prior to KCC, Virginia played a monumental 
role in economic development projects in the 
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Cumberland Valley and Lake Cumberland 
areas. She served as Program Coordinator for 
the Southeast Kentucky Economic Develop-
ment Corporation in its early years of business 
recruitment and strategic planning. Virginia 
was also an International Trade Development 
Specialist, promoting international commerce 
and job creation in four of our Area Develop-
ment Districts. As Executive Director of Corbin 
Economic Development and the Chamber of 
Commerce, she paved the way for develop-
ment of the 600 acre industrial site now known 
as the Southeast Kentucky Business Park, 
which boasts a regional partnership including 
Bell, Clay, Knox, Laurel, McCreary and Whit-
ley counties. She sparked the vision for a 
broader industrial portfolio in Southern and 
Eastern Kentucky. 

The magnitude of success throughout Vir-
ginia’s career is matched only by her heart of 
service and compassion for our region. She is 
a past President of the Williamsburg Kiwanis 
Club and served as Lieutenant Governor for 
the Kentucky-Tennessee Kiwanis Division 6 
from 2014 to 2016, playing an instrumental 
role in the growth of the civic organization and 
advocating for progressive community 
projects. 

I deeply appreciate Virginia’s service and 
leadership in Southern Kentucky, as well as 
her sincere friendship and loyalty to the re-
gion. As she enters retirement, my wife, Cyn-
thia, and I wish Virginia and her family tremen-
dous joy and blessings in the years to come. 

f 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM TEAGUE OF 
ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a wonder-
ful Christian Servant of Abilene Christian Uni-
versity has died. Bill Teague was President 
and an alum of my Alma mater ACU. He 
served as president when I was a Member of 
the board of trustees of the University. His 
clever dry Texas wit was a trademark of his 
leadership. His official obituary states: 

‘‘He was born Billy Teague in Olney, 
Texas, on July 12, 1927, the youngest of six 
sons. His father died when he was 14 years 
old, leaving his mother to raise him by her-
self in Nocona, Texas. While enrolled at high 
school, Teague was a proud member of 
Nocona’s 1944 state champion basketball 
team. Following graduation, he enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy, serving four years while based 
in San Diego. It was in San Diego that he 
met Margaret ‘‘Peggy’’ Louise Newlen. They 
married June 4, 1948.’’ 

‘‘After his honorable discharge from the 
military in 1949, the couple moved back to 
Texas so Bill could continue his education at 
Abilene Christian. While a student, he was 
appointed the first manager of KACC, the 
campus radio station. He graduated in 1952 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Bible and 
speech.’’ 

‘‘He immediately went to work for then- 
president Dr. Don H. Morris as assistant to 
the president and secretary of the Alumni 
Association. He worked at ACU for five years 
before leaving to serve as vice president at 
both Harding University (1957–59) and 
Pepperdine University (1959–70).’’ 

‘‘Outside of his career in education, Teague 
pursued a variety of interests. He earned a 

master’s degree from Columbia University in 
1959 and a doctorate from UCLA in 1965. In 
1968 and 1970, he ran for U.S. Congressional 
seats in California. Teague frequently en-
gaged in public speaking. He could be pas-
sionate and inspiring, but it was his humor 
that really endeared him to audiences. He 
was an active basketball and tennis player, 
but he most enjoyed spending time with his 
family.’’ 

‘‘During the 1970s, Teague served as vice 
president of two Fortune 500 companies, 
Purex Corporation in California and Kerr- 
McGee, an Oklahoma-based oil company.’’ 

‘‘From 1981 to 1991, Teague served as ACU’s 
ninth president, and later as chancellor 
(1991–2007) and chancellor emeritus (2007–18). 
With an emphasis on fundraising, he oversaw 
the transformation of the campus leading to 
the construction of the Mabee Business 
Building and Onstead-Packer Biblical Stud-
ies Building, as well as the relocation of 
Judge Ely Boulevard. ACU’s Teague Boule-
vard opened in May 1992, serving as a new 
front entrance to the university. Across 
campus, the Margaret L. and William J. 
Teague Center was dedicated in his and Peg-
gy’s honor.’’ 

‘‘In addition to the major buildings com-
pleted during Teague’s decade as president, 
the university endowment increased from $18 
million to $56 million. The Honors Program 
and ACU Press were begun; and KACU be-
came KACU–FM, a National Public Radio af-
filiate. The William J. and Margaret L. 
Teague Excellence Award, an endowed schol-
arship program for students at ACU, began 
in 1989. In 1991, Bill and wife, Peggy, were 
named Christian Educators of the Year by 
20th Century Christian magazine for careers 
of service to three Church of Christ-affiliated 
universities.’’ 

‘‘After becoming chancellor in 1991, Teague 
remained active on the campus until he suf-
fered a stroke in 2002. Despite being confined 
to a wheelchair, he remained a regular 
attendee of ACU athletics and other events, 
as well as worship services at University 
Church of Christ, where he and Peggy were 
members. He especially looked forward to at-
tending the university’s annual Opening As-
sembly on the first day of school and its pa-
triotic Parade of Flags ceremony he began in 
1986.’’ 

‘‘Teague was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Dudley Thomas Teague and Sudie 
Crane Teague; and his wife, Peggy. Survivors 
include his son, Tom Teague; two daughters, 
Susan Reid and Dr. Helen Teague; and grand-
children Bill Teague and Amelia Louise 
Wildman.’’ 

Abilene Christian University was blessed by 
the Good Lord to have such a man lead this 
University on the windy plains of West Texas. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING KATIE TRUDEAU 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Katie 
Trudeau, for her work in my office and her 
service to our state. 

Katie worked in my Indiana office for nearly 
a year, serving as one of my most senior staff-
ers. Katie has an incredible work ethic and 
was a tremendous asset to our organization. 
She brought a wealth of experience and 
knowledge to our team and was someone I 
could rely on for on the ground political ad-
vice. 

On a personal note, I admire Katie’s com-
mitment to her faith and family. Katie works 
very hard and delivers great results. But, you 
always have the sense that Katie’s priorities 
are in the right order. She is the kind of leader 
who prays for her friends and always seems 
to recall the right quote from scripture. 

I want to thank Katie for her friendship and 
her hard work in our office. I wish her contin-
ued success in all that God has planned for 
her family. I have no doubt Katie’s biggest im-
pact on our nation are yet to come. I look for-
ward to cheering Katie on in those efforts. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE WORK OF 
AMERICA’S DIPLOMATS 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to express my gratitude for the service and 
sacrifice of America’s diplomats and to stress 
that a robust American diplomatic presence 
around the world is in our nation’s interests, 
especially as our adversaries gain commercial, 
economic, and political ground. There is no 
substitute for brave, dedicated people in the 
field, and I would like to see us strengthen 
that key asset. 

We are one of the few nations on earth with 
a truly global diplomatic presence. Since the 
founding of our country, our diplomats have 
advanced American interests in some of the 
most difficult and dangerous places on earth. 
These professionals defend our national secu-
rity, enforce our laws, and protect our fellow 
citizens overseas, often at great risk to them-
selves. Our embassies and consulates are 
platforms of U.S. influence and vigilance and 
our diplomats are often the first to spot threats 
to our national security. 

Their work abroad benefits Americans at 
home. Consider that an emergency investment 
in West Africa’s health stopped cold what 
would have been an emerging Ebola pan-
demic a few years ago. Elsewhere, Foreign 
Service Officers work alongside the military to 
keep weapons of mass destruction out of the 
hands of terrorists. A strong diplomatic foot-
print is also necessary for U.S. businesses to 
be able to compete successfully in challenging 
and complex markets. It is no surprise that the 
business community has written to the Sec-
retary of State to say it counts on American 
diplomats around the world to compete in the 
global marketplace—and to urge the State De-
partment to send more diplomats to the field 
with the mission of advancing America’s com-
mercial interests. 

I commend Secretary Pompeo for announc-
ing his vision of putting America’s diplomats in 
‘‘every corner, every stretch of the world’’ and 
urge him to continue the work he has initiated 
to enhance America’s diplomatic strength. 

But above all, I want to thank the men and 
women of the Department of State and United 
States Agency for International Development 
for their faithful service to our nation. I have 
been honored to meet so many of our nation’s 
diplomats and their family members in every 
corner of the globe in my 26 years in Con-
gress, including six years as Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. I have seen 
firsthand the positive and lasting impact their 
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work has on all Americans and I am person-
ally grateful for the sacrifice they make each 
day in the service of our nation. 

Mr. Speaker, no matter the day or time, the 
men and women of the United States Foreign 
Service are promoting our interests and de-
fending our security around the globe. Let us 
commit ourselves to supporting the crucial 
work they do on behalf of all Americans. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF FRED M. FEHSENFELD 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and legacy of Fred 
M. Fehsenfeld, a decorated World War II pilot 
and founder of The Heritage Group who died 
on November 28, 2018 at the age of 94. He 
was a pillar of the Indianapolis community and 
an outstanding patriot, businessman, family 
man, friend, trusted advisor and mentor to 
many, including myself. Fred was known for 
his ingenuity and hard work which he dis-
played throughout his tremendous life. The 
people of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional District 
are forever grateful for Fred’s significant con-
tributions to our City of Indianapolis, the State 
of Indiana, and our United States of America. 

A life-long Hoosier, Fred was born in Indian-
apolis, Indiana, in 1924 to John and Ruth 
Fehsenfeld. He was a graduate of Shortridge 
High School, where he and his three brothers 
loved sports and music. He went to Purdue 
University at the age of 17 and majored in me-
chanical engineering. It was there where Fred 
had his first flying experience with the Purdue 
Glider Club. At the age of 18, in the middle of 
World War II, Fred enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps and at the age of 20 he was as-
signed to the 354th Pioneer Mustang Fighter 
Group in France, a famous group of P51 Mus-
tangs and P47 Thunderbolts. A true patriot, 
Fred courageously flew 89 missions in Europe 
during World War II and was awarded the Air 
Medal with three Silver Clusters and a Silver 
Star. Fred led his squadron on the last official 
flight in the European Theater of Operations, 
barrel rolling over an Austrian prisoner of war 
camp to let his fellow pilots know the war in 
Europe was over. Ever dedicated to our coun-
try, he later served in the Indiana Air National 
Guard. 

Fred later earned his bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering at Purdue University. 
In 1946 he married his college sweetheart Mil-
dred Cornelius and throughout their life to-
gether had seven children. Fred began his ca-
reer at Rock Island Refining as a process en-
gineer. A few years later, his father John 
asked him to join the family business, Crystal 
Flash Petroleum, a company that employed 
100 people and operated gas stations and 
sold home heating oil. An extremely hard 
worker and creative problem solver, Fred 
quickly grew the family business and entered 
into the asphalt industry. Dedicated to suc-
cess, he taught himself how to manufacture 
asphalt by conducting research at the public li-
brary. In 1960, he built an asphalt facility, 
which is still in operation today. With his pas-
sion for business and an entrepreneurial spirit, 
Fred transformed Crystal Flash Petroleum into 

the Heritage Group, which today employs 
6,500 people worldwide. With operations in 
North America, Europe, and China, the Herit-
age Group grew to include interests in Envi-
ronmental and Remediation, Specialty Chemi-
cals and Fuel Products, as well as Construc-
tion and Materials. Fred, who earned the rep-
utation as an extraordinary boss, was dedi-
cated to prioritizing the well-being of his em-
ployees and treated them as partners. Known 
as an incredible relationship builder, he was 
able to draw remarkably talented people to the 
company and regarded them as members of 
the extended Fehsenfeld family. 

Fred’s commitment to improving the Amer-
ican economy was equaled by his desire to 
tackle challenges with national implications. 
This passion led him to develop the concept of 
Critical Commerce Corridors, which separate 
car and truck lanes on interstate highways. 
The corridors will save lives while reducing 
pollution and congestion. The concept of Crit-
ical Commerce Corridors was included in the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
(FAST) Act which was signed into law on De-
cember 4, 2015. Due to his efforts, Indiana’s 
Governor Eric Holcomb recognized Fred in 
2017 for his many contributions to the State of 
Indiana, naming Interstate 865 the ‘‘Fred M. 
Fehsenfeld, Sr. Highway.’’ 

In his personal life, Fred was a committed 
member of his community, a member of Junto 
for over fifty years, a former Chairman of the 
Asphalt Institute and a loyal supporter of his 
alma mater, Purdue University. With gifts to 
Purdue, he established the Purdue Energy 
Fund, the Fehsenfeld Family Head of Environ-
mental and Ecological Engineering and ex-
panded the Division of Environmental and Ec-
ological Engineering. He also received an hon-
orary doctorate in Civil Engineering from Pur-
due University. In addition, Fred was the re-
cipient of many Sagamores of the Wabash 
from several Indiana governors, the highest 
honor the governor of Indiana can bestow 
upon a citizen. 

Fred will be forever missed by his family, 
friends, colleagues, and the entire Hoosier 
community. On behalf of Indiana’s Fifth Con-
gressional District, I extend my deepest con-
dolences to Fred’s wife, Barbara, his brother, 
Mac Fehsenfeld, his five children, Jo (Nick) 
Rutigliano, Fred (Suzie) Fehsenfeld Jr., Jim 
(Becky) Fehsenfeld, Frank (Judy) Fehsenfeld, 
Judee Fehsenfeld as well as his twenty grand-
children and twenty-four great grandchildren. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO YOUNG STAFF MEM-
BERS FOR THEIR CONTRIBU-
TIONS ON BEHALF OF THE PEO-
PLE OF THE 18TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as Mem-
bers of Congress we know well, perhaps bet-
ter than most, how blessed our nation is to 
have in reserve such exceptional young men 
and women who will go on to become leaders 
in their local communities, states, and the na-
tion in the areas of business, education, gov-
ernment, philanthropy, the arts and culture, 
and the military. 

We know this because we see them and 
benefit from their contributions every day. 
Many of them work for us in our offices as jun-
ior staff members, congressional fellows, or in-
terns and they do amazing work for and on 
behalf of the constituents we are privileged to 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there is no higher 
calling than the call to serve a cause larger 
than ourselves. That is why I ran for public of-
fice. I was inspired to serve by President Ken-
nedy who said, ‘‘Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country,’’ and by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. who said: 

‘‘Everybody can be great because anybody 
can serve. . . . You only need a heart full of 
grace. A soul generated by love.’’ 

By this measure, there are several other 
great young men and women who served as 
volunteers this year in my offices. They may 
toil in obscurity but their contributions to the 
constituents we serve are deeply appreciated. 
That is why today I rise to pay tribute to 4 ex-
traordinary young persons for their service to 
my constituents in the 18th Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas and to the American people. 
They are: 

Stephen Singleton from Texas Tech Univer-
sity; 

Tynesea Watts from University of Kentucky; 
Jacqueline Lee from The Madeira School; 

and 
Nisreen Marabe from The Madeira School. 
Mr. Speaker, the energy, intelligence, and 

idealism these wonderful young people 
brought to my office and those interning in the 
offices of my colleagues help keep our democ-
racy vibrant. The insights, skills, and knowl-
edge of the governmental process they gain 
from their experiences will last a lifetime and 
prove invaluable to them as they go about 
making their mark in this world. 

Because of persons like them the future of 
our country is bright and its best days lie 
ahead. I wish them all well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that such 
thoughtful committed young men and women 
can be found working in my office, those of 
my colleagues, and in every community in 
America. Their good works will keep America 
great, good, and forever young. 

f 

CELEBRATING LEROY TROYER 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
mix of sorrow and gratitude that I rise today to 
commemorate the incredible life of LeRoy 
Troyer, who passed away Sunday, December 
2, 2018. 

LeRoy was born and raised in Middlebury, 
Indiana, and graduated from the University of 
Notre Dame. 

LeRoy’s strong Hoosier values were deeply 
rooted and remained true for his entire life. He 
built a successful career, starting with his own 
architectural firm, Troyer Group, and a beau-
tiful life for his wife, Phyllis, and their three 
sons, Don, Ron, and Terry. Thanks to his 
steadfast leadership and entrepreneurial spirit, 
Troyer Group became a mainstay in the north-
ern Indiana business community, and he 
made a lasting difference in all that he did. 
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LeRoy enjoyed tremendous success 

throughout his career, but his biggest accom-
plishments were in service to others. For the 
past several decades, he gave much to Habi-
tat for Humanity, through which he formed a 
unique partnership with former President 
Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalynn. Through 
the Carter Work Project, they built or repaired 
4,290 homes in 14 different countries, includ-
ing 23 in Mishawaka just this past August. His 
hard work and dedication to Habitat’s mission 
earned him high praise from our 39th Presi-
dent: ‘‘He’s been a true inspiration to us.’’ 

A mark of the fruition of his skill and exper-
tise, LeRoy led the Troyer Group’s design and 
construction of the Ark Encounter in Kentucky. 
This 510-foot long, 85-foot wide, and 51-foot 
high, full-size replica of Noah’s Ark as de-
scribed in the Bible is the featured attraction at 
the biblical theme park. The craftsmanship of 
this grand structure, a project of great mag-
nitude and meaning, demonstrates LeRoy’s 
ability to bring an architectural dream to life. 

LeRoy embodied the best of the Hoosier 
ethos. He was diligent, industrious, innovative, 
and generous. And above all, he was devoted 
to his family and loved his country. I will be 
forever grateful for his valuable wisdom and 
foresight when it came to creative building 
projects and things that would continue to pro-
mote growth in our community. 

By the grace of God, he was surrounded by 
family in his last moments. I want to thank 
Phyllis for all she has done to honor his leg-
acy and comfort their children during this dif-
ficult time. Our community will always remem-
ber LeRoy for his selflessness and for the 
passion that drove him to make a real dif-
ference in people’s lives. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WEGMANS FOOD MAR-
KETS IN CENTRAL NEW YORK 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Wegmans Food Markets 50th 
anniversary operating in the Syracuse area. 
Wegmans is a staple throughout Central New 
York communities and has a long, successful 
history as a regional supermarket. Since its 
founding, Wegmans has grown to become an 
exceptional local business and spans across 
the Mid-Atlantic area. 

Wegmans Food Markets was established in 
1916 in Rochester, New York. The super-
market was founded by brothers Walter and 
John Wegman and was originally known as 
the Rochester Fruit and Vegetable Company. 
Initially, the store only sold fresh produce but 
expanded to include general groceries, baked 
goods, meats, and dairy products over the 
next decade and a half. Wegmans rapidly ex-
panded and became a supermarket innovator 
throughout its early years, featuring new ideas 
such as larger storefronts, windowed refrig-
erator displays, and frozen foods. 

By 1968, Wegmans was quickly growing 
throughout New York and the chain opened its 
first Syracuse area location. This was the first 
of what is now a 14 store presence in Central 
New York. Throughout the late 20th century, 
Wegmans continued to expand its business 

lines to include pharmacies, florists, and sea-
food departments. The company opened larg-
er locations and hired more employees to 
meet the heightened demand for Wegmans 
products. 

As Wegmans became a stronger business, 
the company recognized its rising commitment 
to the communities in which it operated. The 
family-founded business has always been 
family-owned, and they strive to support their 
community through their business. Wegmans 
has supported several corporate responsibility 
initiatives since the 1970’s, including food 
bank donations, an employee scholarship pro-
gram, and contributions to a variety of pro-
grams for children in its service areas. 

Today, Wegmans Food Markets continues 
to thrive. The company operates 98 stores in 
six states, employs 48,000 people, and is con-
sistently listed as an elite company by various 
business journals. Additionally, Wegmans re-
mains highly active in charitable causes, lead-
ing initiatives to reduce hunger, promote 
healthy diets, and strengthen neighborhoods. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in celebrating Wegmans 
Food Markets 50th anniversary in Syracuse. 
Wegmans is vital to the Central New York 
economy, serving as one of its largest employ-
ers, providing food to the region, and giving 
back to local communities. The company 
serves as a perfect model for an ideal public- 
corporate relationship and I wish them many 
more years of success in Central New York. 

f 

HONORING JENNIFER HALLOWELL 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Jennifer 
Hallowell, for her work in my office and her 
service to our state. 

I’ve known Jen for more than two decades 
and during that time, she has become a close 
friend and trusted adviser. Since our time to-
gether at the Indiana State Republican Party, 
Jen has proven herself to be one of our 
state’s top political minds. There’s no doubt 
that I wouldn’t be where I am today with Jen’s 
counsel and help every step of the way. 

On a personal note, Jen is a talented leader 
and loyal friend. She has already impacted our 
state in extraordinary ways. But, I am certain 
that her biggest impact is yet to come. 

I want to thank Jen for her friendship and 
dedication to our work. I wish her and her hus-
band, Kyle, continued success in all that God 
has planned for their family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JUDGE LOYD 
NEAL’S DEDICATION TO THE NA-
TION AND HIS COMMUNITY 

HON. MICHAEL CLOUD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the service of a truly ex-
traordinary individual that served his commu-
nity through decades of commitment to the 

people, bettering it through his efforts: Nueces 
County Judge Loyd Neal. 

Judge Neal was elected Nueces County 
Judge in November 2006, taking office Janu-
ary 2, 2007, as the first Republican elected to 
this office in over 140 years. In November 
2010, Judge Neal was re-elected to his sec-
ond term starting January 2011. 

Loyd Neal was born in Henderson, Texas 
and graduated from Paris High School in 
1955. He received his BBA in Marketing from 
Texas A&M University College Station in 1959 
and his MBA from Texas A&M in 1973. While 
attending A&M, Neal served as a member of 
the Corps of Cadet. 

Neal is married to the former Thetis Ann 
King and they have two children. The first is 
Loyd Neal III, a 1984 graduate of Texas A&M 
University College Station and St. Mary’s Uni-
versity Law School who is currently practicing 
law in Houston, Texas. The second, daughter 
Ann Margaret, a 1986 graduate of Texas A&M 
University College Station who earned a mas-
ter’s degree from Southwest Texas University. 
She is currently teaching school in Boerne, 
Texas. 

In 1989, Neal retired as a Colonel from the 
Army Reserve, after serving more than thirty 
years in the active Army and Army Reserve. 
During this time, he commanded several units 
in South Texas, including the U.S. Army Re-
serve Battalion, Corpus Christi; U.S. Army Re-
serve Support Group in San Marcos; with his 
terminal assignment as Chief of Staff, 377th 
Theater Army Area Command, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. While on active duty, Judge Neal 
attended both Airborne and Ranger School, 
graduating from both the U.S. Army Command 
and General Staff College, and the U.S. Army 
War College. In 1992, Loyd was named a Dis-
tinguished Alumnus by Texas A&M University 
for his service to his City, his State, and his 
Country. 

He served as Chairman of the South Texas 
Military Facilities Task Force, was appointed 
by Governor George W. Bush to the Texas 
Strategic Military Planning Commission in 
1997 and was re-appointed by Governor Rick 
Perry to the Texas Military Preparedness 
Commission in 2005. Judge Neal has also 
served in numerous volunteer leadership posi-
tions in the Corpus Christi area including serv-
ing as the Chairman for the Corpus Christi 
Economic Development Corp, the Corpus 
Christi Chamber of Commerce, the Art Mu-
seum of South Texas, South Texas Homeport 
Committee, the Leadership Corpus Christi 
Alumni, and President of the Corpus Christi 
Navy League, to name a few. 

It is with the utmost honor and respect that 
I wish Judge Neal, and his family, a very joyful 
retirement and thank him for his service. I 
urge my fellow members of Congress to ap-
plaud him for his dedication to serving our 
communities and for his commitment to ensur-
ing a better life for all. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF THE 
SERVICE OF SHELLIE BRESSLER 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize a member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee staff, Shellie Bressler, who is 
marking 28 years of Federal Government 
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Service. Over her career, Shellie has served 
in the majority and minority, the House, Sen-
ate personal offices, three Committee staffs, 
as well as for a member of Senate leadership. 
I first met Shellie when she worked for a fel-
low member of the House Banking Committee. 

Although she has worked on issues ranging 
from the creation of the 50 States Quarters 
program to the passage of tax incentives for 
donations to food banks, Shellie is best known 
for her work on global health issues. She was 
a lead staffer establishing the framework for 
the PEPFAR program. This legislation helped 
move HIV from a death sentence to a man-
ageable disease. Shellie authored a report ad-
dressing management issues at the multilat-
eral Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria. Her recommendations were 
adopted by the Global Fund Board and the in-
stitution is currently in good financial shape. 

In working on the oversight and investiga-
tions team on my staff, Shellie has not only 
covered global health, but all foreign assist-
ance programs. She has stressed the need for 
stronger management and evaluation criterion. 
By asking thorough questions, the State De-
partment and USAID realize that the Com-
mittee is paying attention to how government 
funds are spent, as we demand accountability. 

Shellie has been a great mentor to junior 
Committee staff. I know she is not finished 
making a difference in the world. I wish Shellie 
much success as she moves to the next chap-
ter of her life. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. BARBARA 
SHANNON-BANISTER 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
today to recognize the accomplishments of my 
dear friend, Dr. Barbara Shannon-Banister. 
She will retire from her position as the Chief 
of the Community Relations Division for the 
City of Aurora on December 31, 2018. 

Dr. Shannon-Banister is a truly dedicated 
civil servant whose work over the length of her 
career has significantly benefitted my home-
town of Aurora, Colorado, and the greater 
Denver Metropolitan area. In 1989, Dr. Shan-
non-Banister co-founded the Metro Community 
Provider Network (MCPN), which is the Feder-
ally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) that pro-
vides primary care and other health-related 
services for the medically underserved not 
only in the City of Aurora but also for areas 
outside of Aurora. 

As a fierce advocate for civil rights, Dr. 
Shannon-Banister also worked to bring the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) to Aurora, where 
she was instrumental in starting a new 
NAACP chapter in 1991. Her efforts gave the 
residents of Aurora, Colorado’s third largest 
and most diverse city, an organization that 
fully understood the need to protect and ad-
vance the cause of civil rights. 

A true icon of our community, she is also 
President and chief executive officer of the 
non-profit foundation, Grand Design Inc. , that 
works to preserve African American culture 
through community outreach, hosting concerts, 
and visual arts performances. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Barbara Shannon-Banister 
represents the very best in public service that 
the State of Colorado and our nation has to 
offer. I thank her and commend her for her 
decades of tireless and inspirational leader-
ship on behalf of all of us in our community, 
our state, and our nation. I wish her all the 
best of luck and a wonderful and fulfilling re-
tirement. 

f 

HONORING JACKSON PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS JROTC PROGRAM 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor The Army Junior Re-
serve Officer Training Corps Program in Jack-
son Public Schools which has been developed 
over seven decades. 

The first JROTC program in Jackson Public 
Schools was started in Central High School in 
1936 and transferred to Lanier High School in 
1971 after the program at Central High School 
was phased out. Today the Army JROTC Pro-
gram is alive and well in all of Jackson Public 
Schools. Since the JROTC program began, 
thousands of students have been exposed to 
the ideals of leadership, character develop-
ment, and citizenship training provided by 
JROTC. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Jackson Public Schools JROTC 
program. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE H.W. BUSH, 
HEROIC NAVAL AVIATOR, DIP-
LOMAT, MEMBER OF CONGRESS, 
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE, VICE-PRESIDENT, LOV-
ING HUSBAND AND FATHER, 
BRIGHTEST OF A THOUSAND 
POINTS OF LIGHT, AND 41ST 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to an American hero, George Her-
bert Walker Bush, the 41st President of the 
United States, who last Friday, November 30, 
2018, slipped the surly bonds of earth, 
reached out his hand, and touched the face of 
God. 

His was a life of love: for God, for Country, 
and for family. George H.W. Bush, whom we 
lost at the age of 94, was a giant among men. 
He served our nation for most of the last 
seven decades, in so many of the institutions 
and sectors that make our country great. 

We were all very lucky to have him as long 
as we did. As the second youngest naval avi-
ator, he was shot down during one of count-
less flights in the Pacific theater of World War 
II, leaving him stranded in the ocean for many 
hours—his life in danger and with rescue un-
certain. Fortunately for him and the hundreds 
of millions of people across the globe who 
were touched by his leadership and mourn 

him today, he would be found alive and 
brought home. That night in September 1944 
would prove fateful to this man, and the coun-
try he would serve and that we all love. When 
he returned home, he married the woman who 
would be by his side for 73 years and serve 
as our nation’s First Lady, Barbara Pierce 
Bush. Theirs was a bond so strong that it is 
perhaps no coincidence that they left us within 
mere months of one another. Together, they 
created a prolific and legendary American po-
litical dynasty dedicated to public service, in-
cluding: a son who would serve as governor of 
Texas and later become the 43rd President, 
George W. Bush; and Jeb Bush, who would 
serve two terms as governor of Florida. 

President George H.W. Bush’s life was one 
marked by service to country: in the military, 
as a member of the United States House of 
Representatives from Texas, as part of our 
nation’s diplomatic corps, as director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, and as Vice 
President of the United States, before he 
would be elected the 41st President of the 
United States. His tenure as our nation’s Chief 
Executive is one for which we should all be 
grateful, as he presided over a remarkable pe-
riod of geopolitical transition and progress, in-
cluding the end of the Cold War, the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, the successful administration of 
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, 
and a commitment to denuclearization as a 
means to achieve diplomatic ends. 

And, he did not let electoral defeat diminish 
him or his commitment to public service. 
When they were both former presidents, 
George H.W. Bush and his successor—the 
man who would deny him reelection—Bill Clin-
ton, joined together to help victims following 
the devastating tsunami in Indonesia in 2004, 
and to help hurricane victims in New Orleans 
following Katrina. Throughout his long time in 
public life, he demonstrated unwavering fidelity 
to country, and it manifested itself in several 
ways, but is best articulated by President 
Bush himself, during his 1989 inaugural ad-
dress: ‘I’ve spoken of a thousand points of 
light, of all the community organizations, that 
are spread like stars throughout the nation 
doing good. I will go to the people and the 
programs that are the brighter points of light 
and I will ask every member of my govern-
ment to become involved. The old ideas are 
new again because they are not old, they are 
timeless: duty, sacrifice, commitment, and a 
patriotism that finds its expression in taking 
part and pitching in.’ 

I know that today, people across the land 
and indeed the world are remembering this 
giant of American life. Of course, those of us 
in Houston also mourn and celebrate a neigh-
bor, whom we loved, whose life we remember, 
and whose presence in our community is 
something we will forever cherish. Though he 
has departed, we are grateful for the time we 
shared with him and for his service to our na-
tion. I mourn the passing of this statesman, 
but also celebrate his life. In this time, I extend 
my deepest sympathies to the entire Bush 
Family and hold them close in my heart. May 
God bless President George H.W. Bush, the 
entire Bush Family, and may he rest in peace. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to observe a 
moment of silence in memory of the 41st 
President of the United States, George Her-
bert Walker Bush. 
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LAVERN NORRIS GAYNOR 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to wish Lavern Norris 
Gaynor a Happy 95th Birthday and to honor 
her for a lifetime of community service. 

Mrs. Gaynor has dedicated her life to im-
proving the well-being of her fellow citizens. 
The daughter of prominent Naples philan-
thropist Lester Norris, she learned the value of 
giving back in her youth and has carried on 
her family legacy. 

Mrs. Gaynor has impacted the entire Naples 
community with her work, but she most cher-
ishes the work she does for children in pro-
moting early learning. She has been recog-
nized as the Naples Daily News Citizen of the 
Year, Outstanding Philanthropist in 2015, and 
has twice been named the YMCA’s Pre-
eminent Pioneer, yet those closest to her say 
Mrs. Gaynor is humble and unassuming. Her 
work will impact our community for genera-
tions to come. 

I thank Lavern for her service to the Naples 
community and wish her a Happy Birthday. 

f 

HONORING JOSH WEBB 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a longtime member of my staff, Josh 
Webb, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state. 

Josh has been on our team from the very 
beginning and has worked in a variety of ca-
pacities in our office, both in our Indiana and 
Washington, D.C. offices. He started as a field 
representative over six years ago, has been 
promoted five times, and cunently serves as 
my District Director. In that role, he has orga-
nized hundreds of events, managed and de-
veloped our Indiana outreach strategy, han-
dled our constituent casework services pro-
gram, and has become one of my most trust-
ed advisors. 

On a personal note, Josh and I share a love 
of the life lessons of sports and a commitment 
to putting family first in our life. Josh has been 
my advisor, but more importantly, I consider 
Josh my friend. I appreciate his patience and 
consistent good humor as we traveled to-
gether throughout the 6th District. 

I wish Josh continued success in all that 
God has planned for him and his family. I 
have no doubt Josh’s biggest impact on our 
state and nation are yet to come. I look for-
ward to cheering Josh on in those efforts. 

f 

H.R. 390, IRAQ AND SYRIA GENO-
CIDE RELIEF AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY ACT OF 2018 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate the passage of the Senate amendment 

to H.R. 390, the Iraq and Syria Genocide 
Emergency Relief and Accountability Act of 
2017 in the House on November 27, 2018 by 
voice vote. The legislation has been presented 
to the President for his signature and I urge 
him to quickly sign the bill into law. 

H.R. 390 is the culmination of years of work 
in Congress to help ethnic and religious mi-
norities in Iraq and Syria who suffered horrific 
oppression at the hands of ISIS. The legisla-
tion will better channel humanitarian, stabiliza-
tion, and recovery aid to genocide survivors 
through organizations currently working on the 
ground to help displaced populations return to 
their homes and rebuild their communities. 
Iraq is home to some of the oldest Christian 
communities in the world, yet less than 
200,000 Christians remain in Iraq, down from 
1.4 million in 2002. 

In March of 2016, Congress took historic ac-
tion when it declared that the brutal and sys-
temic persecution of Christians, Yazidis, and 
other ethnic and religious minorities in Iraq 
and Syria by ISIS constituted genocide, one of 
only three times in history that Congress has 
made such a declaration. 

Despite the powerful message Congress 
sent when it declared these atrocities as geno-
cide, and appropriated hundreds of millions of 
dollars in assistance for these communities, 
U.S. aid has not reached these populations 
due to longstanding policies and practices of 
the federal government that prevent faith- 
based groups and other organizations from 
distributing foreign aid. Many of these faith- 
based groups are the only organizations work-
ing directly with survivors on the ground and 
have the expertise and knowledge of the re-
gion, its history, and culture to deliver this aid 
in the most effective way possible. Outdated 
policies in the Executive Branch should not 
stand in the way of the U.S. helping these suf-
fering communities. 

H.R. 390 supports entities conducting inves-
tigations into the perpetrators of these crimes 
to ensure they are held accountable. It is crit-
ical that evidence be collected and preserved 
so it can be used in court. It is also critical that 
our government works with foreign govern-
ments to identify and apprehend suspected 
perpetrators. Finally, the bill requires the U.S. 
government to identify and determine warning 
signs associated with genocide and crimes 
against humanity to help policymakers better 
respond to future campaigns against at-risk 
populations. 

As the daughter of parents who fled reli-
gious persecution in the Middle East, I’m 
proud to have helped carry H.R. 390 through 
the Congress with the bill’s sponsor in this ef-
fort to help the tens of thousands of survivors 
of genocide in Iraq and Syria, Congressman 
Chris Smith. He’s been a tireless advocate on 
behalf of these persecuted communities and I 
applaud him for the work he has done to get 
this bill through Congress and to the Presi-
dent’s desk. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF THE 
SERVICE OF JESSICA KELCH 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my gratitude to my Assistant 

Staff Director, Jessica Kelch, for her six years 
of service on the staff of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

Jessica has played an instrumental role in 
helping lead the Committee’s extraordinary 
team of professional staff, managing and 
shepherding a variety of important, bipartisan 
bills through the legislative process to become 
law. Thanks to her impressive leadership, 
sharp instincts, and persistence, the Com-
mittee has enacted nearly two dozen legisla-
tive initiatives in this Congress alone, including 
bills to establish a new development finance 
corporation, combat food insecurity, and pro-
mote the role of women in peace negotiations 
and political processes. These have improved 
the lives of many worldwide. 

Time and again, Jessica has proven her 
ability to build consensus and craft solutions to 
address a diverse array of difficult issues. I am 
particularly grateful for her candor, humor, and 
professionalism, but most importantly, for her 
dedication to serving her country, which I 
know she will continue to do with distinction. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the chamber on Thurs-
day, November 29, 2018. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on roll call vote No. 
423. I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll call vote 
No. 424. 

f 

HONORING MOLLY GILLASPIE 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a longtime member of my staff, Molly 
Gillaspie, for her work in my office and her 
service to our state. 

Molly served as my Communications Direc-
tor for more than a year in my Washington, 
D.C. office and continued working in Indiana 
as part of our team throughout the past year. 
Molly was responsible for all my official com-
munications and media relations, which in-
cluded writing press releases, speeches, opin-
ion editorials and more. Molly is an out-
standing member of our staff who always 
came to work with a smile on her face. I am 
truly grateful for everything she has done for 
our team. 

On a personal note, I admire Molly’s com-
mitment to her family. Molly works very hard 
and delivers great results. But, you always 
have the sense that Molly’s priorities are in the 
right order. 

I want to thank Molly for her friendship and 
dedication to our work. I wish her and her hus-
band, Adam, continued success in all that God 
has planned for their family. I have no doubt 
Molly’s biggest impact on our state and nation 
are yet to come. I look forward to cheering 
Molly on in those efforts. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:20 Dec 07, 2018 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A06DE8.019 E06DEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1607 December 6, 2018 
HONORING CONGRESSMAN JUDGE 

TED POE OF THE U.S. CONGRES-
SIONAL VICTIMS’ RIGHTS CAU-
CUS UPON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM CONGRESS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great Texas public servant, fellow 
founder of the Victims’ Rights Caucus, and 
dear friend Congressman Judge TED POE, 
who is retiring from the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives at the end of the 115th Congress. 

Since 2005, Congressman POE has served 
with distinction as a Member of Congress, pro-
viding excellent and compassionate service to 
his constituents in the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas and the American people. For 
more than a decade, I have had the privilege 
of serving with him on the Victims’ Rights 
Caucus, which has given a voice to crime vic-
tims, survivors, and the professionals who as-
sist them. As a founder and co-chair of the 
caucus, Congressman POE played a crucial 
role in enhancing Federal programs that sup-
port national, Federal, Tribal, state, and local 
victims’ services, including the Victims of 
Crime Act, the Violence Against Women Act, 
and the Victims of Child Abuse Act. Over the 
years, he has distinguished himself as a na-
tional bipartisan leader in the fight to combat 
human trafficking and support victims and sur-
vivors, sponsoring enacted legislation such as 
the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act. In ad-
dition to the Victims’ Rights Caucus, I also had 
the pleasure of serving with Congressman 
POE on the Transatlantic Legislators’ Dialogue 
to strengthen and enhance the level of political 
discourse between American and European 
lawmakers. 

Prior to working in Congress, Representa-
tive POE served in the United States Air Force 
Reserves, taught both high school and college 
courses, and received his law degree from the 
University of Houston. He first made his mark 
in the public eye during his eight years as an 
undefeated criminal prosecutor for Harris 
County and later became one of the youngest 
judges ever appointed in Texas. During his 
22-year tenure on the bench, it became clear 
that he would play a prominent role in the vic-
tims’ rights movement. Congressman POE 
handed out innovative, unorthodox, and appro-
priate punishments intended to continually re-
mind criminals of their offenses. As a judge, 
he became an example for others who served 
in the Texas judiciary for the way he treated 
victims of crime with dignity, fairness, and re-
spect. 

TED is admired by his peers and loved by 
his constituents—a reflection of a life spent in 
service to the United States, its people, and its 
ideals. During his time in Congress, he gave 
a voice to victims of crime, including human 
trafficking, and championed legislation to im-
prove our criminal justice system. His remark-
able impact on both his community and col-
leagues will not be forgotten. We will honor his 
great legacy in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and beyond, by continuing to build upon 
this commitment to his country. I would like to 
congratulate Congressman Judge TED POE on 
his extraordinary career and extend my grati-
tude for his noteworthy contributions to our na-

tion. While Congressman Judge TED POE will 
be missed in these halls, I wish him a blessed 
future in his well-deserved retirement. 

f 

HONORING SUPERVISOR SIMÓN 
SALINAS 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize retiring Monterey County Supervisor 
Simón Salinas for his distinguished career 
serving the people of the central coast of Cali-
fornia. His dedication to education has 
bettered many young lives, and his commit-
ment to public service has immeasurably im-
proved the lives of his constituents. 

Supervisor Salinas began his career as a 
sixth-grade teacher and later became a pro-
fessor at Hartnell College. During this time, he 
developed a passion for educating Monterey 
County’s youth and expanding opportunity for 
young learners. Supervisor Salinas’ first foray 
into politics came with his involvement in local 
activism organizing for proportional represen-
tation of California’s Latino community in local 
governing bodies. Until this effort, local gov-
erning bodies in Monterey County used ‘‘at 
large’’ elections, where elected officials were 
chosen by the total population that the gov-
erning body represented, rather than by indi-
vidual districts that more accurately rep-
resented the diverse communities within an 
area. In the City of Salinas, despite its large 
Mexican-American population, a Latino can-
didate had never been elected to the City 
Council. Supervisor Salinas became a leader 
in this movement, eventually running for an 
open seat on the Salinas City Council. In 
1989, Supervisor Salinas became the first 
Mexican-American ever elected to the Salinas 
City Council. 

In 1993, Supervisor Salinas was elected to 
represent District One on the Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors and served as the 
body’s chair, the first Mexican-American to 
serve on the Board in 100 years. In 2000, he 
was elected as the representative for Califor-
nia’s 28th Assembly District. During his tenure 
as Assemblymember, Supervisor Salinas 
worked on many important issues such as 
healthcare, agriculture, and affordable hous-
ing. His signature achievement during his time 
in the state legislature came during his service 
as Chair of the Assembly of Local Govern-
ment Committee. During this time, Supervisor 
Salinas introduced and successfully passed 
AB 1234, a bill requiring local elected officials 
to attend mandatory ethics training and abide 
by strict requirements for expense reimburse-
ment policies, thus creating a comprehensive 
policy to protect taxpayer funds from local cor-
ruption. Monterey County welcomed Super-
visor Salinas back to the Board of Supervisors 
in 2007, where he was elected to represent 
District Three. Recently, he has expanded af-
fordable housing, healthcare, and economic 
opportunity to the residents of the Salinas Val-
ley. 

I am immensely grateful for Supervisor 
Simón Salinas’s distinguished service to the 
people of the central coast of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join me in 
congratulating Supervisor Simón Salinas on 

his distinguished career in public service, and 
in wishing him a long and happy retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, due 
to my attendance at an event off the Capitol 
Hill campus, I was unable to make roll call 
votes No. 423 through 425. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in the following 
manner: No. 423, NO on agreeing to the Res-
olution; No. 424, YES on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass; and No. 425, YES on 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended. 

f 

HONORING FANNIE LOU HAMER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable histor-
ical activist, Fannie Lou Hamer. 

She was born as Fannie Lou Townsend on 
October 6, 1917, to sharecroppers Lou Ella 
and James Lee Townsend, east of the Mis-
sissippi Delta in Montgomery County, Mis-
sissippi. She first joined her family to work in 
the cotton fields at age six. 

In the early 1940s she married Perry ‘‘Pap’’ 
Hamer, and adopted two daughters, girls 
whose own families were unable to care for 
them. 

She worked alongside her husband at the 
W.D. Marlow’s plantation near Ruleville, in 
Sunflower County. Hamer’s ability to read and 
write earned her the job of timekeeper, a less 
physically demanding and more prestigious 
job within the sharecropping system. 

In the summer of 1962, Hamer made a life- 
changing decision to attend a protest meeting 
where she encountered civil rights activists 
and became active in helping with the voter 
registration efforts for African Americans. 

Hamer dedicated her life to the fight for civil 
rights, working for the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee (SNCC). The organiza-
tion was driven by mostly African American 
students who indulged in acts of civil disobe-
dience—combatting racial segregation and in-
justice in the South. 

During her activist career, Hamer was 
threatened, arrested, and shot at. In jail, 
Hamer and several of the activists were beat-
en by other African American inmates, whom 
received orders from the police to use black-
jack weapons. Despite the long term damage 
done to her body, none of these things de-
terred her from her work. 

Hamer loved to sing spirituals. ‘‘This Little 
Light of Mine’’ and ‘‘Go Tell It on the Moun-
tain,’’ became one of the defining features of 
her activism. 

Hamer’s also known for her famous quote, 
‘‘I’m sick and tired of being sick and tired.’’ 

In 1964, Hamer helped found the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic Party, which was 
established in opposition to the state’s all- 
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white delegation to that year’s Democratic 
convention. 

The civil rights struggle in Mississippi was 
brought to the attention of the entire nation 
during a televised session at the convention. 
The following year, Hamer ran for Congress in 
Mississippi, but was unsuccessful in her bid. 

Along with her political activism, Hamer 
worked to help the poor and families in need 
in her Mississippi community. She also set up 
organizations to increase business opportuni-
ties for minorities and to provide childcare and 
other family services. 

Hamer died on March 14, 1977 in Mound 
Bayou, Mississippi from complications associ-
ated with heart disease and cancer. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Fannie Lou Hamer for her con-
tributions to her family, her community, and 
the fight for Civil Rights that was her driving 
passion. 

f 

ADOPTEE CITIZENSHIP ACT 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, last week, I 
cosponsored H.R. 5233, The Adoptee Citizen-
ship Act of 2018. This is bipartisan legislation 
that seeks to make an important correction to 
U.S. adoption law. 

Currently, when a child is legally adopted by 
an American parent and is raised by the family 
here in the U.S., they automatically acquire 
U.S. citizenship. However, when Congress up-
dated the law, it failed to address the situation 
for thousands of families with previously 
adopted children. We need to correct that, 
which is why I support H.R. 5233. 

This legislation does not create a new loop-
hole that allows anyone to game the system 
These are individuals who legally entered the 
U.S. They were legally adopted as children, 
and they grew up here believing they were 
U.S. citizens. Unfortunately, through no fault of 
the children, adoptive parents in several thou-
sand cases failed to properly file all of the citi-
zenship papers on behalf of their adoptive 
children, often not realizing that it was even 
necessary after completion of the legal adop-
tion process. If you were legally adopted by an 
American family, entered the U.S. legally as a 
child, and raised in the United States, you are 
an American. I look forward to working with 
both my Republican and Democratic col-
leagues on this bipartisan effort. 

f 

HONORING JASON KNEELAND 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Jason 
Kneeland, for his work in my office and his 
service to our state. 

Jason served as my Chief of Staff in Indiana 
for nearly two years. In that role, he managed 
our district offices, improved our constituent 
outreach programs, and oversaw our political 
operations. Jason is one of our state’s top po-

litical minds and there is no doubt that I 
wouldn’t be where I am today without his 
counsel. 

On a personal note, Jason and I share a 
love of the life lessons of sports and a com-
mitment to putting faith and family first. He is 
one of my favorite people to talk to. I want to 
thank Jason for his friendship and his hard 
work in our office. I wish him continued suc-
cess in all God has planned for him and his 
family. 

f 

HONORING TACO PALENQUE 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Taco Palenque and all 
of its diligent employees. This year, Taco 
Palenque celebrates 20 years in the Rio 
Grande Valley, and I could not be happier to 
have such talented entrepreneurs in my dis-
trict. 

In 1987, Juan Francisco Ochoa opened the 
first Taco Palenque restaurant where families 
could come together over authentic Mexican 
food. Over two decades later, Taco Palenque 
has taken both the Valley and Texas by storm 
with locations in San Antonio, Houston, 
Brownsville, and, of course, McAllen. I look 
forward to watching them continue to grow in 
South Texas and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to represent the 
hard-working individuals of Taco Palenque. 
Their recent success is a shining example of 
what the 15th District of Texas has to offer. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HUNTER M. STRUPP 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my gratitude to Hunter 
Strupp, who has worked in my office since 
2005. Hunter has excelled in various staff po-
sitions: he faithfully served in my personal of-
fice; as a staff member on the Terrorism, Non-
proliferation, and Trade Subcommittee; on the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee; and most 
recently, as Staff Director for the Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific, chaired by 
Chairman TED YOHO. 

During his service to the Committee, Hunter 
was an invaluable asset in crafting Committee 
policy on North Korea, culminating in the pas-
sage of ground-breaking sanctions legislation. 
He has been a key advisor on a wide range 
of policy issues confronting the Asian con-
tinent, from human rights in Vietnam, political 
crackdowns in Cambodia, and the plight of the 
Rohingya in Burma. He served as my staff 
member when I chaired the Congressional 
Caucus on India, and the Korea Caucus, suc-
cessfully advancing important policy issues 
facing each partnership. Hunter is a deeply 
dedicated, determined, and principled foreign 
affairs professional. 

I again want to thank Hunter for his 13 
years of service and for his valuable counsel. 
He will no doubt contribute to our nation’s 
well-being and security for years to come. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MARISSA 
MANLOVE ON THE OCCASION OF 
HER RETIREMENT AS PRESI-
DENT AND CEO OF THE INDIANA 
PHILANTHROPY ALLIANCE 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor my friend, Marissa 
Manlove, on the occasion of her retirement 
from the Indiana Philanthropy Alliance. 
Throughout her impressive career, Marissa 
served as a leader within the nonprofit com-
munity in Indiana. For the past twelve years, 
she served as President and CEO, promoting 
independent, family, community, public, and 
corporate foundations, giving programs, and 
grantmaking organizations throughout the 
state of Indiana. The people of Indiana’s Fifth 
Congressional District are forever grateful for 
Marissa’s commitment to transforming Indiana 
through her roles in various nonprofit organi-
zations. 

A life-long Hoosier, Marissa attended 
Schulte High School in Terre Haute, Indiana, 
before earning a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology from Saint Louis University. Her aca-
demic aspirations led her to Indiana University 
where she earned her master’s degree in edu-
cational psychology. Passionate about positive 
change, Marissa began her career with Noble 
of Indiana, a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to serving persons with intellectual and other 
disabilities. She spent the next twenty-nine 
years at Noble in various senior program man-
agement roles, overseeing communications 
and marketing, special events, development 
and eventually becoming the Vice President of 
Consumer and External Relations. Ever dedi-
cated, she still sits on their Board of Directors 
today. 

In 2007, Marissa shifted her commitment to 
supporting philanthropy when she became 
President and CEO of the Indiana Philan-
thropy Alliance (IPA). IPA is a large, influential 
membership association for the state of Indi-
ana’s philanthropic grantmaking community. It 
provides training, networking opportunities, re-
search, resources and public policy support to 
its members, which control over $18 billion in 
assets and award over $775 million in grants 
per year. Under her leadership, IPA member-
ship grew to an all-time high and today is a 
national leader among regional associations of 
grantmakers. 

In 2006, Marissa and her husband, Kim, 
founded the 24 Group in honor of their late 
son, David. The all-volunteer nonprofit organi-
zation is led by a group of parents with the 
common experience of losing a loved one who 
struggled with addiction. Their work is dedi-
cated to informing and educating the Central 
Indiana population about addiction and recov-
ery. In addition, she has continued to be a 
community leader through her service on the 
boards of the United Philanthropy Forum, Indi-
ana Society of Association Executives, Forum 
of Regional Associations of Grantmakers, 
Bowen Center for Public Affairs, Hope Acad-
emy, the Indiana Nonprofits Advisory Board, 
and Fairbanks. 

Her many awards are a testament to the ex-
ceptional work ethic of this incredibly talented 
individual. In 2006, Marissa received the 
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Keeper of the Light Award from The Indiana 
Commission for Women for her extensive and 
change producing work. She also received the 
Circle of Hope Award from Fairbanks Hospital, 
the Salute to Families award from Family 
Services of Central Indiana, and the Parent 
Advocate award from Drug Free Marion Coun-
ty. Notably, in 2015, Marissa was named one 
of the top 20 women in philanthropic work by 
Michael Chatman, who hosts the Giving Show 
and features leaders committed to creating a 
more generous world through philanthropy. 
She shares this title with the likes of Oprah 
Winfrey. 

Marissa has made a remarkable impression 
on her community through her lifetime commit-
ment to service. She has truly left a legacy of 
success at the Indiana Philanthropic Alliance 
that will be built upon for years to come. On 
behalf of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional District, 
I congratulate Marissa on her extraordinary 
career and extend my gratitude for all the 
wonderful contributions she has made to our 
Hoosier community While I know Marissa will 
be missed at the Indiana Philanthropic Alli-
ance, I wish the very best to her husband, 
Kim, and the rest of her family as she moves 
into the next phase of her life. 

f 

HONORING JOHN HUSTON 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a longtime member of my staff, John 
Huston, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state. 

John has been on our team from the very 
beginning and has worked in a variety of ca-
pacities in our office, both in our Indiana and 
Washington, D.C. offices. He started as an un-
paid intern over seven years ago, has been 
promoted five times, and currently serves as 
my Legislative Director. During his time in our 
office he developed and wrote numerous bills, 
helped guide several of my bills through en-
actment, and has become one of my most 
trusted advisors. 

On a personal note, John and I share a love 
of the life lessons of sports and a commitment 
to putting faith and family first in our life. John 
has been my advisor, but more importantly, I 
consider John my friend. Over these years, it 
has been a joy to watch John grow as a lead-
er, as a Christian and as a man. I am very 
proud of him. 

I wish John continued success in all that 
God has planned for him and his family. I 
have no doubt John’s biggest impact on our 
state and nation are yet to come. I look for-
ward to cheering John on in those efforts. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JUDGE MARY 
HORN 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a trailblazer and dedicated public serv-
ant. Judge Mary Horn has served our North 
Texas community for decades. 

Although she was born and raised in Min-
nesota, Judge Horn has deep roots in the 
Lone Star State. After a successful business 
career, she won her 1992 bid for Denton 
County Tax Assessor-Collector, becoming the 
first woman to serve in the position. After 
nearly a decade, she once again set out on 
the path to blaze a new trial. 

In 2002, Judge Horn made history as the 
first woman to serve as a Denton County 
Judge. Over the last 16 years, Judge Horn 
has helped to lead our county through unprec-
edented growth. During her tenure as the 
longest serving Denton County Judge, she 
has shown great wisdom, compassion, and 
dedication. 

It has been a great joy to count Judge Horn 
as a friend and fellow public servant. Her 
achievements are numerous, her contributions 
are significant, and her accolades are well-de-
served. On behalf of the 26th District of 
Texas, I extend my sincere thanks to Judge 
Horn upon her retirement, and I wish her and 
her family well as they enter this new season 
together. 

f 

HONORING ALCORN STATE 
UNIVERSITY’S FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the Alcorn State Uni-
versity’s Football Team on becoming the 2018 
SWAC Champions. 

On Saturday, December 1, in Lorman, Mis-
sissippi at the Jack Spinks Stadium, Alcorn 
State’s Football Team contested against 
Southern University for the SWAC Champion-
ship. This made their fifth consecutive SWAC 
Championship visits since 2014. The Braves 
have competed for the title winning three of 
the five, years 2014, 2015, and 2018. 

The SWAC Championship Game is an 
American college football game that is held 
annually on the first Saturday in December by 
the Southwestern Athletic Conference (SWAC) 
to determine its football champion. The game 
pits the champion of the Eastern Division 
against the champion of the Western Division 
in a game that follows the conclusion of the 
regular season. 

From 2015 onward, the winner of the game 
has represented the SWAC in the Celebration 
Bowl. Since 2013, Toyota has been the title 
sponsor and the contest is officially named the 
Toyota SWAC Football Championship. 

In brief, Alcorn State University, formally 
known as, Alcorn A&M is a historically black 
university located northwest of Lorman, Mis-
sissippi. The university was founded in 1871 
by the Reconstruction-era legislature to pro-
vide higher education for freedmen. It is the 
first black land grant college established in the 
United States. 

One of the institution’s most notable alumni 
was Medgar Evers, a civil rights activist, who 
graduated in 1952. The university is a mem-
ber-school of the Thurgood Marshall College 
Fund. The student body has grown from 179 
mostly male students to an enrollment of al-
most 4000 as of Fall 2018. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Alcorn State University’s Foot-

ball Team for becoming the 2018 SWAC 
Champions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 160TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE YWCA USA 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 160th anniversary of the YWCA 
USA. Since the first YWCA USA branch 
opened in 1858, in my home state of New 
York, the organization has expanded to in-
clude 213 United States locations and its pro-
grams serve 2 million individuals nationwide. 
The YWCA USA has stayed true to its mission 
of eliminating racism and empowering women 
throughout its rich history. 

Many prominent social movements, past 
and present, have included activism from the 
YWCA USA. This includes advocacy for wom-
en’s voting rights, civil rights, pay equity and 
gender-based violence prevention. With their 
voices at the forefront of many social issues, 
the YWCA USA is taking a stand for the rights 
of women across the country. 

In addition to advocacy, YWCA USA offers 
a wide variety of resources so women can 
reach their full potential. Financial literacy and 
job training are two such prominent programs 
offered by the YWCA USA. Women have the 
ability to secure economic opportunity and 
gain financial independence with the help of 
the skills developed with these resources. 

Furthermore, YWCA USA is committed to 
the higher education of young women. They 
have sought to increase female representation 
in the science, technology, engineering and 
math fields with their ‘‘Girls in STEM’’ courses, 
as well as financially support college-bound 
young women by providing 20,000 scholar-
ships annually. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating 160 years of the YWCA USA. I 
have witnessed the life-changing work carried 
out by the YWCA USA at the Onondaga 
County location in my district. The efforts of 
the YMCA USA have greatly advanced the 
lives of women in my district and across the 
United States. I encourage my fellow mem-
bers in the House to support the mission of 
the YWCA USA, as well as organizations pro-
moting a similar message of equality. Women 
are moving closer to equality in our society 
and with the help of groups like the YWCA 
USA, we can achieve that equality. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HUILIANG LIU 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the President and co-founder of the 
Denver Chinese School, Huiliang Liu. Presi-
dent Huiliang Liu has overseen the growth of 
the school from a single room class in 1998 to 
its current size of three different campuses in 
the Denver metropolitan area with over four 
hundred students. Huiliang Liu is truly an icon 
in our community and it is my honor to recog-
nize him in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 
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President Huiliang Liu’s work has made the 

difference in the lives of countless Chinese- 
American students as they gain a greater ap-
preciation and understanding of their ances-
tor’s historical homeland, and thereby contrib-
uting to the cultural fabric of our community. 

The Denver Chinese School provides 
courses and programs that serve to enlighten 
the community with educational and cultural 
enrichment. The Denver Chinese School orga-
nizes the largest Colorado Chinese New Year 
Celebration held in the State of Colorado. 

Throughout his 20 years of dedicated serv-
ice, President Huiliang Liu has guided the 
Denver Chinese School to be the excellent or-
ganization and valuable asset to the State of 
Colorado that it is today. I look forward to and 
wish Huiliang Liu and the Denver Chinese 
School nothing but continued success in its fu-
ture. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHARLIE 
BRONITSKY 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Charlie Bronitsky upon his departure from the 
city council of Foster City and the governing 
board of the Estero Municipal Improvement 
District. During his service, Charlie has been a 
well-reasoned, principled voice for smart 
change in a city undergoing significant trans-
formation. 

He was born in Brooklyn and moved to Cali-
fornia in 1980 to finish his education in Berke-
ley. He is a graduate of the U.C. Berkeley 
School of Law, as it is now known, and prac-
tices real estate law focusing on transactions 
and litigation, including construction litigation. 
He brings to the city council a vast knowledge 
of land use law, mediation, and the intricacies 
of how every level of government operates. 
After he served on the planning commission 
for 31⁄2 years, the residents of Foster City 
wisely selected him to serve on the city coun-
cil, starting in 2009. 

Of course, 2009 was an extraordinarily bad 
year for our economy. Foster City finances 
cratered and the council had to make very dif-
ficult decisions. City staff endured layoffs and 
the public endured service reductions. During 
this time, Charlie supported the consolidation 
of fire service with surrounding communities. 
He also supported partnering with San Mateo 
to deliver park and recreation services. By 
2013, the city’s finances were stabilized but 
challenges remained. An economic plan, writ-
ten in part by Charlie and a colleague on the 
council, was passed and the city’s growth 
since has largely followed its outline. 

Charlie represents Foster City on the board 
of the regional water agency which guarantees 
clean, reliable water at a fair price to all rate-
payers. He is a leader on infrastructure issues, 
supporting renovations of the wastewater 
treatment plant and levee repairs to protect 
residents from catastrophic flooding. The con-
struction of a senior residence development 
near city hall was due to a significant degree 
to the leadership of Charlie Bronitsky. 
Throughout these times, he’s been a cham-
pion for sustainability initiatives. During his 
second term as Mayor, the city was one of 

two that received a Platinum Sustainability 
Best Practices Award from the Institute of 
Local Government. 

With the economy now recovered, major 
companies, such as Illumina and Gilead, are 
creating or adding to their corporate campuses 
in Foster City. Startups are once again moving 
into the office complexes in the city. Science 
and its bounty are powering the growth of this 
community that offers products and services 
around the globe. 

Foster City is also coping with enormous 
traffic that travels through the city on its way 
to surrounding communities. Councilmember 
Bronitsky has repeatedly advocated for the 
city to experiment with measures to deal with 
traffic rather than conducting lengthy studies 
or trying half-hearted measures. He has also 
cautioned residents to be mindful of the way 
a city’s budget is financed in modern-day Cali-
fornia. Development brings additional property 
tax revenue to provide such essential services 
as police, fire, parks and libraries. His mes-
sage is wise and needed during a time of 
change. 

Mr. Speaker, Foster City is a small town of 
35,000 where families come to thrive, where 
seagulls come to dive, and where pelicans 
and boaters vie for space on the lagoons. For 
all its beauty, Councilmember Charlie 
Bronitsky chose to run for the city council 
when our nation was in crisis and the town’s 
budget was severely challenged. He stepped 
up because that’s what a citizen of this nation 
does when a community needs leadership. 

His priorities in 2009 included strong fiscal 
management of the city, the construction of a 
senior living facility near city hall, and man-
aged, green growth. All three have largely 
been achieved during his terms in office. Resi-
dents can be certain that Charlie Bronitsky 
cast his votes and made his public comments 
with the best interests of existing and future 
residents in mind. He will now return to private 
life and leave the opportunities of leadership 
to his successors. I am proud to call Charlie 
a friend and colleague and wish him and his 
equally impressive wife Martha and son Will 
much happiness and continued success. 

f 

HONORING JASON GRASSIE 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Jason 
Grassie, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state. 

Jason served as the Legislative Director in 
my Washington, D.C. office for nearly two 
years. During that time, he developed and 
wrote numerous pieces of legislation, helped 
guide several of my bills through enactment, 
and became one of my most trusted advisers. 
Jason was an effective leader for the rest of 
the legislative team and I’ll always appreciate 
his dedication to the success of our office. 

On a personal note, Jason and I share a 
love of the life lessons of sports and a com-
mitment to putting faith and family first in our 
life. Jason has been my advisor, but more im-
portantly, I consider Jason my friend. 

I wish Jason continued success in all that 
God has planned for him and his family. I 

have no doubt Jason’s biggest impact on our 
state and nation are yet to come. I look for-
ward to cheering Jason on in those efforts. 

f 

REMEMBRANCE OF TONYA 
CHISSELL WILLIAMS, DEDI-
CATED PUBLIC SERVANT WHO 
MADE VALUABLE AND SUBSTAN-
TIAL CONTRIBUTIONS ON BE-
HALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
18TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
OF TEXAS AND THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
sad duty to inform the House that Tonya 
Chissell Williams, who served the people of 
the Eighteenth Congressional District of Texas 
for many years as a senior staff member in 
my Houston district office, passed away on 
November 16, 2018, in Houston, Texas. 

Tonya Chissell Williams overcame life- 
changing challenges to complete her college 
education and her hard work and resilience 
was rewarded with both a prestigious Con-
gressional Black Caucus Foundation Congres-
sional internship which she served in my office 
and a Mickey Leland Congressional Fellow. 

Tonya Chissell Williams continued her ca-
reer in public service In my Houston district as 
a Field Representative and Caseworker and 
her excellent performance earned the pro-
motion to the position of Senior Casework 
Manager and Special Events Coordinator. 

Mr. Speaker, Tonya Chissell Williams was a 
beloved employee and public servant. She 
was always there to lend a helping hand as 
demonstrated through the countless projects 
on which she worked on behalf of those who 
needed a hand up including the annual Beat 
the Heat Program; the 18th Congressional 
District’s ‘‘Moms Summit’’ and the ‘‘When 
Women Succeed America Succeeds’’ events 
designed to empower, educate and uplift 
women; the ‘‘Back to School’’ event that fur-
nishes children with backpacks and fresh hair-
cuts; the annual Thanksgiving Turkey Give-
away; and her biggest love, the Toys for Kids 
annual event that provides young children with 
the wonder and joy of the Christmas season. 

Tonya leaves to cherish her memory her 
husband, Kendrick Lawrence Williams; one 
son, Jason Alexander Chissell; her mother, 
Sharon Ann Chissell; her father, Joseph Rodri-
guez Chissell; two sisters, Shannon Elizabeth 
Chissell-Uzomaka (Santa Eugene) and Khian 
Chissell-Martin (Jeffrey); two brothers, Joseph 
Nicholas Chissell and Rodriguez Joseph 
Lomax (Kewanda); her brother-in-law, Carlton 
Anthony Williams (Danielle); two nieces, 
Shariann (Sharie Berry) Elaine Uzomaka and 
Kamryn A. Martin; three nephews, Shawn A. 
Robinson, Jamoriss Martin, and Joseph N. 
Chissell, Jr. (deceased); and a host of rel-
atives, friends, and loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD the 
following resolution honoring Tonya Chissell 
Williams and that the House observe a mo-
ment of silence in her memory: 
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RESOLUTION OF CONGRESSIONAL CONDOLENCE 

IN MEMORY OF TONYA RENA CHISSELL-WIL-
LIAMS 

DECEMBER 15, 1980–NOVEMBER 16, 2018 
‘‘My command is this: Love each other as I 

have loved you’’ John 15:12 
Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams was born 

December 15, 1980 to her parents Sharon and 
Joseph Chissell in New Orleans, Louisiana; 
and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams was a 
high achiever and attended H.C. Schaumburg 
Elementary, Edward Livingston Junior High 
School, McDonough 35 College Preparatory 
High School, Marion Abramson Math & 
Science—Magnet High School for the Gifted, 
and Delgado Community College in New Or-
leans, Louisiana and received her Associate 
Degree in Computer Information Systems 
from the University of New Orleans in 2005 
and her Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science from the University of Houston 
Downtown in 2009; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams was 
forced to leave New Orleans in August 2005 
due to the devastation by Hurricane Katrina 
and relocated with her relatives to Houston, 
Texas where she met and united in marriage 
to her husband Kendrick Lawrence Williams 
on September 10, 2006; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams accepted 
Jesus Christ at an early age, believing 
strongly in God and believing deeply in the 
teaching of the Bible; she was a faithfull 
servant and Minister of Music at New Orle-
ans East Seventh Day-Adventist Church 
where she served in many choirs while sing-
ing along with Fred Hammond and the late 
Raymond Myles; and after relocating to 
Houston she joined Bellfort Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church, now known as World Harvest 
Outreach Seventh-Day Adventist Church, as 
a faithful member under the leadership of 
Senior Pastor Keith S. Goodman; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams over-
came life-changing challenges to complete 
her college education; her hard work and re-
silience was rewarded with both a pres-
tigious Congressional Black Caucus Founda-
tion Congressional internship in the Office of 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee and a 
Mickey Leland Congressional Fellow in 2010; 
and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams started 
her career in public service in the Office of 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee in the 
United States House of Representatives in 
2010 as a Field Representative and Case-
worker, she was later promoted in 2014 as a 
Senior Casework Manager and Special 
Events Coordinator; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams was a 
beloved employee and public servant, she 
was always there to lend a helping hand as 
demonstrated through the countless projects 
on which she worked on behalf of those who 
needed a hand up including the annual Beat 
the Heat Program; the 18th Congressional 
District’s ‘‘Moms Summit’’ and the ‘‘When 
Women Succeed America Succeeds’’ events 
designed to empower, educate and uplift 
women; the ‘‘Back to School’’ event that fur-
nishes children with backpacks and fresh 
haircuts; the annual Thanksgiving Turkey 
Giveaway; and her biggest love, the Toys for 
Kids annual event that provides young chil-
dren with the wonder and joy of the Christ-
mas season; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams’ desire 
to expand and continue her service to the 
Houston community led her to accept a posi-
tion as Community Liaison with the City of 
Houston in the Health and Human Services 
Department; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams leaves to 
cherish her legacy her husband; Kendrick 
Lawrence Williams; one son, Jason Alex-

ander Chissell; her mother, Sharon Ann 
Chissell; her father, Joseph Rodriguez 
Chissell; two sisters, Shannon Elizabeth 
Chissell-Uzomaka (Santa Eugene) and Khian 
Chissell-Martin (Jeffrey); two brothers, Jo-
seph Nicholas Chissell and Rodriguez Joseph 
Lomax (Kewanda); her brother-in-law, 
Carlton Anthony Williams (Danielle); two 
nieces, Shariann (Sharie Berry) Elaine 
Uzomaka and Kamryn A. Martin; three neph-
ews Shawn A. Robinson, Jamoriss Martin, 
and Joseph N. Chissell, Jr. (deceased); and 
numerous other relatives, friends and col-
leagues. 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that, on behalf 
of the constituents of the Eighteenth Con-
gressional District of Texas, I, in great hu-
mility offer condolences to the family of 
Tonya Chissell Williams and those she leaves 
in God’s hands. Tonya was a true servant for 
the people of this city, state, and nation. 
Tonya’s work on earth is finished, and is de-
serving of the commendation and admiration 
of the United States Congress. As the Master 
says in Matthew 25:21, ‘‘Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.’’ 

f 

HONORING JEREMIAH WILLIAMS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable student, 
the late Mr. Jeremiah Williams. 

Jeremiah Williams was born on January 21, 
2002 in Greenville, Mississippi to Lashona Wil-
liams and Timothy Hawkins, Sr. Jeremiah was 
the sixth of eight children. Jeremiah’s earthly 
journey ended on November 9, 2018. 

Jeremiah was known to family and friends 
as ‘‘Dugga Wugga’’ or ‘‘Dugg’’. He was very 
passionate about sports. 

I gladly pay tribute to the memory of Jere-
miah, and although it was short, I commend 
the exemplary life he lived. It was his young 
life that walked by, leaving his footprints in our 
hearts forever. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the life and accomplishments of 
the late Mr. Jeremiah Williams for his dedica-
tion to serving others and giving back to the 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN J. 
RUSSELL 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of John J . Russell 
of West Roxbury, Massachusetts, who was 
the loving and devoted father of Tricia Russell, 
my exceptional and incomparable Chief of 
Staff. 

Originally born in County Cork to parents 
James and Norah, John was a proud son of 
Ireland through and through. Like many gen-
erations of Irish who came to this country be-
fore him, he and his loving wife Joanne raised 
their family in Boston—proudly preserving and 
celebrating their heritage, faith, and traditions. 
John was blessed with the gift of the gab and 
was known for his ability to make friends or 

engage complete strangers anywhere. For this 
and the other gifts he was blessed with, in-
cluding his family, he was thankful—showing a 
devotion to his faith and his fellow parish-
ioners. 

While I did not know John personally, I feel 
as though I have come to know his many ex-
emplary qualities and his character through his 
daughter, who embodies his values day-in and 
day-out: selflessness and dedication, resil-
ience, and an unwavering commitment to 
doing right by others, no matter what. 

John’s devotion and adoration may not have 
always been spoken, but his actions and un-
adulterated love for his family were loud and 
clear. John undoubtedly was proud of Tricia 
and loved her dearly, helping her grow into the 
strong woman she is today. He was the rock 
on which the family was built and his spirit will 
continue to live on through Tricia and Joanne. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a beautiful old Irish 
saying for mourning a loved-one: ‘‘Ar dheis Dé 
go raibh a h’anam,’’ meaning ‘‘May his soul be 
on the right side of God.’’ For us, there is no 
question: John’s love for his family, his love 
for his home, and his faith have secured for 
him a new life in God’s embrace. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the life of 
John J. Russell and his extraordinary legacy. 

f 

HONORING CHASEN BULLOCK 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Chasen 
Bullock, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state. 

Chasen worked in my Indiana office for 
nearly a year, serving as the head of our polit-
ical operations. Chasen is a rock star and was 
a tremendous leader and asset to our team. 
He brought a wealth of experience and knowl-
edge and was someone who became a trust-
ed adviser, but more importantly, a great 
friend. 

On a personal note, Chasen is one of the 
rarest beasts you can find in Washington—a 
talented leader with humility and integrity. I 
wish Chasen continued success in all that 
God has planned for him and his family. I 
have no doubt Chasen’s biggest impact on our 
nation are yet to come. I look forward to 
cheering Chasen on in those efforts. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF SARAH BLOCHER 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to express my gratitude to Sarah Blocher, a 
valued member of my Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee staff. Sarah is a dedicated public serv-
ant, committed to advancing the interests of 
the American people abroad. Her work has 
stemmed from her belief that strong, positive 
relations with our allies in Europe also 
strengthen our country. 

I have come to value Sarah’s insights into 
the challenges and opportunities in our trans-
atlantic relationships, as well as her advocacy 
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for human rights, particularly international reli-
gious freedom and combating the disturbing 
rise in antisemitism around the world. As the 
security landscape has evolved and new 
threats have emerged for the United States 
and our allies in Europe, such as the increas-
ing aggression from Russia and its use of un-
conventional and hybrid attacks, countering 
violent extremism and thwarting terrorist at-
tacks against our allies, cutting off sources of 
funding and other support for Hezbollah and 
advocating for action to combat the trafficking 
of persons for the gruesome removal of their 
organs—Sarah has dedicated her time to 
drawing attention to and combatting these 
challenges. 

As well as being a dedicated member of my 
staff, Sarah is also devoted to her family: her 
husband Paul, and their three children, Seth, 
Anneliese and Caroline. In all things, I have 
found that she has worked diligently in service 
to her country and her family. I wish Sarah all 
the best as I depart Congress. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MELISSA DRISKO 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, our nation 
is blessed with many hardworking profes-
sionals who work in the defense and intel-
ligence communities, keeping our people safe 
and safeguarding American national security. 
Often they cannot talk about what they do, 
even among their family and close friends. 
And yet, some of the best and brightest in our 
country commit their lives to this dedicated 
service. 

One of those individuals has unfortunately 
been taken away from us too soon, but her 
passing enables the public to get a glimpse of 
the critical roles she has played as an out-
standing leader in our intelligence community. 

Melissa Drisko most recently served as 
Deputy Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency. The daughter of a U.S. Army Officer, 
she graduated from University of Virginia on 
an ROTC scholarship and was commissioned 
as an officer in the U.S. Navy in 1981. Her as-
signments in the Navy included watch officer, 
intelligence officer, Soviet submarine analyst, 
and aid to the Director of Naval Intelligence, 
where she met her beloved husband, Phil 
Kosmacki. She went on to work at the Depart-
ment of State and as Flag Aide to the Director 
of Naval Intelligence. 

Following her Naval service, Melissa contin-
ued her distinguished career as a civilian with 
leadership positions in several agencies in-
cluding Office of Naval Intelligence, Central In-
telligence Agency, and Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence. For the past 14 years, 
Melissa served at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, culminating in her position as Deputy 
Director. 

The Director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, Lieutenant General Ashley called Ms. 
Drisko ‘‘brilliant, determined, and among the 
finest intelligence officers of her generation.’’ A 
quiet and visionary leader, she encouraged 
others to speak their mind, always with an eye 
to the greater good. 

Melissa was known for her intelligence, her 
inquisitive mind, and her integrity. Those clos-

est to her also recognized her kindness, her 
quick sense of humor, and her way of being 
fully present in any given situation, qualities 
that were woven throughout her life. 

While she was serving the nation as a na-
tional security professional, the center of her 
life was her family, as a spouse to her hus-
band, Phil, and as a mom to their children, Ali-
son, Rachel, and Jackson. 

Like most of her colleagues in the Intel-
ligence Community, Melissa served humbly 
and selflessly, directing accolades away from 
herself to those with whom she worked. She 
knew that she was part of a team, and she 
made that team better. The focus of that team 
and the professional calling of Melissa’s life 
were to protect her fellow citizens and defend 
the United States of America. That is among 
the highest calling to which any of us can de-
vote our lives. 

Melissa passed away on November 14 after 
a two-year battle with cancer, which she faced 
with characteristic strength and dignity. 

Day after day, year after year, Melissa 
Drisko served her country, setting a standard 
of excellence that made our country safer and 
stronger. May we all draw inspiration from this 
full, meaningful life well lived. And may we all 
use her passing to give thanks for the service 
of such an outstanding and dedicated profes-
sional. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE GREAT WALL 
CHINESE ACADEMY 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Great Wall Chinese Academy in 
Highlands Ranch, Colorado. On Sundays, 
classes on Chinese language and culture, to 
include fitness classes, are taught at the Great 
Wall Chinese Academy to serve the entire 
Denver Metropolitan area. It is my honor to 
recognize the achievements of this vital part of 
our community here in the United States 
House of Representatives. 

Originally founded in 2004, the Great Wall 
Chinese Academy offers classes to students 
of all ages, as well as adults, in various sub-
jects, from Chinese dances and martial arts, to 
sports and educational tutoring. Every class is 
open to students from all backgrounds as the 
Great Wall Chinese School strives to achieve 
its mission of, ‘‘preparing our students to bet-
ter face tomorrow’s challenges by offering Chi-
nese language lessons, cultural enrichment, 
and life-long skill training, all in an environ-
ment that promotes positivity, encouragement 
and sense of community.’’ 

I would also like to recognize President and 
co-founder Dongqing Wei, and Principal and 
co-founder Shaomei Cheng for all their work 
at the Great Wall Chinese Academy. Their 
leadership has guided the Great Wall Chinese 
Academy to be an excellent school, and valu-
able asset to the state of Colorado that it is 
today. I look forward to and wish the Great 
Wall Chinese Academy continued success in 
its future. 

HONORING CRAIG KUNKLE 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Craig 
Kunkle, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state. 

I’ve known Craig for more than two decades 
and during that time, he has become a close 
friend and trusted adviser. Craig has proven 
himself to be one of our state’s top political 
minds. There’s no doubt that I wouldn’t be 
where I am today without Craig’s counsel and 
help every step of the way. 

On a personal note, Craig is a talented 
leader and loyal friend. He has already im-
pacted our state in extraordinary ways. But, I 
am certain that his biggest impact is yet to 
come. I want to thank Craig for his friendship 
and dedication to our work. I wish him contin-
ued success in all that God has planned for 
his family. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL 
RONALD KIRKLIN 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Major General Ronald 
Kirklin, a dedicated and distinguished veteran 
of the U.S. Army. 

Major General Kirklin is a Distinguished Mili-
tary Graduate from Mississippi Valley State 
University in the class of 1987. With a mas-
ter’s degree in Adult and Continuing Education 
from Kansas State University and in Strategic 
Studies from the U.S. Army War College he 
has shown many that ‘‘Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to 
change the world.’’ as stated by Nelson 
Mandela. 

MG Kirklin’s military service began from 
1988 to 1991 in the 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, in Fulda, Germany, where, he 
served as a Platoon Leader, General Supply 
Officer, and Squadron S4, Combat Support 
Squadron. After graduating from the Advanced 
Course, he was assigned to the 5th Infantry 
Division, at Fort Polk, Louisiana, from 1992 to 
1993, as a Class IX Accountable Officer. From 
1993 to 1996, he was assigned to the 124th 
Main Support Battalion, 2nd Armored Division, 
at Fort Hood, Texas, as the Supply and Serv-
ices Officer, Support Operations Officer, and 
later as the Light Maintenance Company Com-
mander. After completion of Company Com-
mand, he served as the Task Force XXI Com-
bat Systems Manager, 4th Infantry Division. 

From 1996 to 1999, Kirklin was assigned to 
Hohenfels, Germany, where he functioned as 
the Combat Service Support Observer/Con-
troller on the Grizzlies and Timberwolves Ma-
neuver Teams, and later as the Operations 
Group S4. From 1999 to 2000, he was a stu-
dent at the Command and General Staff Col-
lege, at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Kirklin was 
then assigned to the 1st Cavalry Division, at 
Fort Hood, from 2000 to 2002, where he was 
the Executive Officer in the 215th Forward 
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Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Cavalry Division, and 1st Calvary Division 
DISCOM S3. His following assignment was as 
the Course Director, Combined Captains Ca-
reer Course, at Fort Lee, Virginia, from 2002 
to 2004. 

In 2004, Kirklin returned to Fort Hood, and 
was again assigned to the 1st Cavalry Division 
DISCOM, a Deputy Commander while de-
ployed to Taji, Iraq, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. After re-deployment in March 2005, 
he assumed Command of the 215th Brigade 
Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
at Fort Hood, on 14 July 2005. As com-
mander, he deployed the battalion to Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom 2006–08, Diyala Province, 
Iraq, and then recovered the unit back to Fort 
Hood. 

After relinquishing Battalion Command in 
March 2008, he attended the U.S. Army War 
College, at Carlisle Baracks, Pennsylvania. 
After graduating from the War College in 
2009, Kirklin returned to Fort Hood, and as-
sumed command of the 4th Sustainment Bri-
gade on 14 July 2009. He deployed as the 4th 
Sustainment Brigade to Tallil, Iraq, in support 
of Operation New Dawn in February 2011. 
Kirklin redeployed the Brigade from Tallil, Iraq, 
in December 2011, after serving as the final 
Sustainment Brigade to close out sustainment 
and retrograde operations to end Operation 
New Dawn. In January 2012, Kirklin was as-
signed to the United States Central Command 
J4, in Tampa, Florida, as Chief of Current Op-
erations. 

Kirlin became the 53rd Commandant of the 
Quartermaster School on 9 June 2014–June 
2016. He was promoted to Brigadier General 
on 5 December 2014. 

In June 2016 MG Kirklin was assigned as 
the Director of Operatons, G–4 3/5/7, Office of 
the Deputy Chief of Staff, G–4 at the Pen-
tagon, Washington, followed by assignment as 
Deputy Chief of Staff, G–4 U.S. Army Forces 
Command. 

MG Kirklin was decorated and received 
many awards which includes: the National De-
fense Service Medal; Legion of Merit (2 
Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters); Bronze Star Medal 
(2 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters); Meritorious 
Service Medal (4 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters); 
Army Commendation Medal (2 Bronze Oak 
Leaf Clusters); Army Achievement Medal; Iraqi 
Campaign Medal; Global War of Terrorism Ex-
peditionary Medal; Global War of Terrorism 
Service Medal; Army Service Ribbon; Army 
Overseas Service Ribbon; Combat Action 
Badge; and Parachutist Badge. MG Kirklin 
was also recognized in a journal article: Top 
Black Officers in the U.S. Military: US Black 
Engineer and Information Technology; Vol. 41, 
No. 4 (WINTER 2017), pp. 240–75; Published 
by the Career Communications Group. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Major General Ronald Kirklin for 
his amorous, dedicated and superior loyalty to 
our community in the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict, the U.S. of America and U.S. Army since 
1988 to the present. We salute Major General 
Ronald Kirklin for his accomplishments. 

CONGRATULATING COACH DALE 
GILDEHAUS OF ST. FRANCIS 
BORGIA HIGH SCHOOL IN WASH-
INGTON, MISSOURI ON HIS IN-
DUCTION INTO THE MISSOURI 
SPORTS HALL OF FAME 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Coach Dale Gildehaus of St. 
Francis Borgia High School in Washington, 
Missouri on his well-deserved induction into 
the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame. 

Coach Gildehaus has a longstanding career 
of 32 years as head football coach at St. 
Francis Borgia High School. Throughout the 
years, Coach Gildehaus has approached foot-
ball as much more than just a game about 
wins and losses. It’s about faith, family, his 
players and coaches, and the entire Wash-
ington, MO community. As a graduate of St. 
Francis Borgia, Coach Gildehaus has the 
unique connection to the town and under-
stands the importance of a coach who cares 
about his team on and off the football field. 
His ultimate goal is to teach positive leader-
ship and influence his team to also develop 
positive leadership mindsets to carry into their 
personal lives and help them be successful in 
whatever they choose to do. 

As Coach Gildehaus enters his 32nd year, 
he boasts a whopping 252 wins. Among those 
wins is a Class 3 state championship in 1993. 
In 1995, he was honored with the Jimmy 
Conzelman Coach of the Year by the National 
Football Foundation. Despite his impressive 
record, Coach Gildehaus often credits the 
many coaches who have impacted his life: 
Coaches Rinne, Scanlan, and Flanagan each 
demanded discipline, respect, and hard work- 
the same lessons that Coach Gildehaus instills 
in his football players today. 

After high school, Coach Gildehaus went on 
to play football at Truman State University in 
Kirksville, Missouri where he earned induction 
to the Truman State Hall of Fame. After grad-
uating he spent four years at Union High 
School before moving to his current position at 
St. Francis Borgia. This impressive football ca-
reer has been acknowledged by the Missouri 
Football Coaches Association in 2007 with an 
induction into their Hall of Fame. In 2014, the 
Missouri Football Coaches Association also 
honored him with the Pete Adkins Power of In-
fluence in Football Award. 

Throughout the years, Coach Gildehaus has 
always been supported by his loving wife, 
Beth, and their children, Christopher, Sandi, 
and Stacy. His granddaughter, Anna, said it 
best: ‘‘whether it is on the field, around school, 
at home, or around town you can always 
count on Grandpa to have a smile on his 
face’’. Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Coach Gildehaus on his incredible 
career and induction to the Missouri Sports 
Hall of Fame. 

RISE: MISSION ACCOMPLISHED IN 
HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE AT 
THE PASSING OF OUR 41ST 
PRESIDENT PRESIDENT GEORGE 
HERBERT WALKER BUSH 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I include in 
the RECORD a poem by Albert Carey Caswell: 
Our tears are deep 
In hearts of the love which speak 
As no longer upon this earth to keep 
You, as its for you Timber Wolf we now so 

weep 
With sadness and tears of joy so sweet 
For heaven is full of such men of grace 
Who stand strong in all of their love and 

courage, and in all their service and 
faith, in what they’ve faced 

And for whom our Nation have so bled, for 
that old Red, White, and Blue each day 
they wake in how they’ve led 

Who give, not take 
For you George, 
America Son our Lord holds so a place 
As an Angel who will watch over us, because 

of your service and faith 
‘‘A Patriot’s plane was shot from the sky’’ 
‘‘Would this brave heart live or die?’’ 
‘‘What was to be?’’ 
‘‘When, the Lord reached down and pulled 

this man from the sea’’ 
George, Rise 
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 
Rise up to heaven with tears in your eyes 
To be with your family, and to watch over us 

as another ‘‘point of light’’, by our 
Lord’s side 

As Ronald, George, Abraham, Martin, Thom-
as, Rosa, Sonny, Lee, and Jack are 
looking forward to having with you 
such quality time 

Sadly, with us your time on Earth is over, 
realized 

But, left behind is your life Mr Incredible, a 
remarkable legacy which can’t be de-
nied 

As a Patriot of Peace, who to do his best al-
ways strived 

Armed with a golden heart of strength, to 
conquer every mountain you had to 
climb 

And a resume second to none history will 
find 

But, to you your greatest accomplishment of 
all, was as a Husband, as a Father, as 
a Son, and as a Grandfather we saw 

Just look at your magnificent family stand-
ing there in awe 

As you children were so blessed, for a child 
to become whole, to bring peace and 
love to their soul, they need a Father’s 
Love 

But, right now history is in our face, and as 
it moves away from us, one of the 
greatest Presidents will stand in its 
place 

Bringing down that Berlin Wall in Europe, 
and the cold war to communism erase 

Drawing that line in sand ‘‘this aggression 
shall stand’’ in evil’s face 

As you knew when to stop to save precious 
lives, all part of your grace 

While, carrying the heaviest of all burdens of 
life and death, a President must face 

When Bush Comes To Shove, as precious 
lives you would not waste 

While, domestically too such a high place 
And though you were a giant in stature so 

very great, it was your kind and hum-
ble heart above all the others we placed 
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Who all along the way touched every woman, 

child, and man with your grace 
And became The Father of All Letter Writers 

through the decades at such a prolific 
pace 

With your photographic memory where noth-
ing erased 

A real American hero who the accolades 
upon him would not let them place 

An a American sportsman of the highest 
order, as competition and fun as ever 
you chased 

As you and your buddy Arnold stressed, the 
importance of fitness to our children to 
embrace 

And being around and on the sea, your soul 
was so graced 

While, in your boat like a bat out of hell all 
around Kennebunkport you raced 

Jumping out of a helicopter at 90 as Father 
Time could not keep pace 

Born of wealth, privilege, and prestige you 
could have led a life of such ease paced 

Raised by a great Mother and Father who 
watched, their work of art to public 
service race 

And like the cowboy and pioneer you were 
and became, out to the West with your 
Bar to your new love TEXAS as oilman 
to stake your claim 

And after great success realizing that it was 
in public service your heart should re-
main 

Rising up to Congress, Vice President, to 
President to be the best not looking for 
fame 

With your life’s creed of God, Family, and 
Country became your life’s refrain 

As A Man For All Seasons, for so many rea-
sons your lessons to all of our children 
we must train 

Part of the greatest generation as a warrior 
Saving The World as back home you 
came 

As you were always A Man On A Mission, to 
bless our Nation and World with your 
wise decisions, time and again 

And now George it is time 
Rise, rise up to heaven with tears in your 

eyes 
As the love of your life Barbara, and your 

precious little girl Robin you’ll find 
‘‘Daddy its been so long’’ and Bar says ‘‘now 

were all together where we belong’’ 
And don’t worry George you don’t have to 

eat broccoli in heaven all day long 
That’s the other place where the bad ones be-

long 
As our Lord says, 
‘‘George, and you never let me down’’, 
‘‘I’m so glad I pulled you From The Sea 

where I found, on the wings of a dove’’ 
Rise, up to heaven my son 
At Ease your time on earth is done 
As a new Angel in The Army of Our Lord in 

heaven mission has just begun 
RISE, MISSION ACCOMPLISHED my son 

f 

HONORING JOHN HATTER 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a longtime member of my staff, John Hat-
ter, for his work in my office and his service 
to our state. 

John has been on our team from the very 
beginning, serving as our Director of Con-
stituent Services. In this role, John is respon-
sible for managing our constituent services 
program, coordinating the 6th Congressional 

District Veterans Advisory Committee, and 
leading the 6th Congressional District Military 
Service Academy Nomination Board, which 
nominates young Hoosiers to serve at the 
United States Military Service Academies. 

On a personal note, I admire John’s loyalty, 
intellect and work ethic. He has been a valu-
able member of our team, and I have no 
doubt John’s future is very bright. I want to 
thank John for his friendship and his hard 
work in our office. I wish him, Katia, and the 
kids continued success in all that God has 
planned for their family. 

f 

COLORADO YOUNG FARMERS EDU-
CATIONAL ASSOCIATION 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 50th anniversary of the Colorado 
Young Farmers Educational Association 
(CYFEA). Since its founding, the organization 
has strongly supported Coloradans who are 
involved or interested in the agricultural indus-
try. 

CYFEA provides industry cooperation, edu-
cational programs, community service and rec-
reational opportunities for all individuals. With 
upwards of 200 members, the organization 
provides resources for producers and con-
sumers. A half-century after its inception 
CYFEA continues to honor Colorado’s rich ag-
ricultural roots. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 4th Congres-
sional District of Colorado, I extend my con-
gratulations and best wishes to the Colorado 
Young Farmers Educational Association. We 
look forward to their continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DOWNTOWN AURORA 
VISUAL ARTS 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to rise today to recognize Downtown Aurora 
isual Arts. This non-profit organization located 
in my hometown of Aurora, Colorado provides 
art education courses for students of all ages. 
Originally founded in 1993, Downtown Aurora 
Visual Arts has become a place for children 
and young people to fuel their creativity and to 
develop character through an artistic avenue. 

For the younger artists, Downtown Aurora 
Visual Arts’ OASIS Studio program introduces 
them to pottery, sculpture, and a variety of 
other art projects. Doing so allows their imagi-
nation to grow. The development of imagina-
tion is incredibly important to the overall devel-
opment of children. Such programs are espe-
cially important after school and during the 
summer months when children are not in 
school. 

Another program, ‘Job Training in the Arts’ 
familiarizes middle and high school students 
with the critical workforce skills needed to suc-
ceed in a real job. It emphasizes teamwork, 
respect, personal responsibility, and the devel-

opment of problem-solving skills in the work-
place. The programs that Downtown Aurora 
Visual Arts provides promote positive youth 
development and encourage students to ad-
dress issues and concepts that personally im-
pact them. 

I am very proud to note that Downtown Au-
rora Visual Arts was awarded the 2014 Na-
tional Arts and Humanities Youth Program 
Award. This award serves as the nation’s 
highest honor for out-of-school arts and hu-
manities programs focused on America’s 
young people. Additionally, I would like to rec-
ognize the leadership of the Executive Director 
Susan Jenson who was awarded 2018 Arts 
and Society Award from the Bonfils Stanton 
Foundation. 

Organizations like Downtown Aurora Visual 
Arts help make the city of Aurora, and our 
greater community the wonderful place it is 
today. I am honored to salute Downtown Au-
rora Visual Arts’ achievements and look for-
ward to its continued success in the years to 
come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SEAN KOTARO 
O’NEILL 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my appreciation to U.S. For-
eign Service Officer Sean O’Neill for his serv-
ice as a Department of State Fellow on the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. I commend 
Sean for his many years of faithful service to 
our nation and his work on our Committee 
during the 114th and 115th Congresses. Sean 
has strengthened America’s national security, 
enhanced the relationship between the Con-
gress and the Department of State, and re-
flected credit upon the United States Foreign 
Service. 

Sean made substantial contributions to our 
efforts to address the most significant foreign 
policy issues facing our nation. From combat-
ting transnational crime and terrorism to de-
fending democracy and human rights around 
the world, Sean’s experience and judgment 
have been invaluable in helping craft sound 
policies to promote our national security and 
economic prosperity. 

Sean has also been an effective advocate 
for the brave men and women of the Depart-
ment of State who serve our country honor-
ably around the world. Since the founding of 
our country, our diplomats have served Amer-
ica in some of the most difficult and dan-
gerous places on earth. Sean has heightened 
the Committee’s understanding of the impor-
tant and difficult work our diplomats do and 
enhanced our oversight of the Department and 
its critical national security mission. 

Sean combines a keen eye for strategic pol-
icy and practitioner’s understanding of how to 
effectively implement that policy. He has 
earned the respect of Members of Congress 
and staff and developed enduring working re-
lationships across Capitol Hill. It has been a 
pleasure to have Sean serve on my staff and 
I wish him well as he continues his service to 
our nation. 
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2007 DEPLOYMENT OF MARINE 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS TASK 
FORCE 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
inform my colleagues that on March 4, 2007 
the first deployment of a Marine Special Oper-
ations Task Force to combat in Afghanistan 
was conducting a combat reconnaissance pa-
trol in the village of Bati Kot, Afghanistan near 
the Afghan-Pakistan border when they were 
attacked by enemy forces who used a car 
bomb and a complex ambush consisting of 
groups of fighters on both sides of the road 
and a sniper element. The Marines coura-
geously counter-attacked the enemy with ac-
curate firepower and immediately reported the 
situation from the ambush site using satellite 
radio and data transmissions to their special 
operations command center as was factually 
proven through eye-witness testimony during 
legal proceedings. 

The most significant element of this engage-
ment was the fact that the Marine unit did not 
choose the battlefield. As so often has hap-
pened, the terrorist element who attacked the 
Marines intentionally chose to launch their am-
bush while in an area where many non-
combatants would be put in grave danger. The 
terrorists where hiding behind innocent resi-
dents knowing many would be caught in the 
crossfire. 

The Marines smartly departed the ambush 
site after five minutes and continued to receive 
enemy gunfire and sniper fire from multiple 
enemy positions. Twenty minutes following the 
attack the Marines returned to their patrol 
base and were informed that reports of Ma-

rines murdering Afghan civilians including 
women and children had already been an-
nounced in the international media. These re-
ports of Marines committing civilian atrocities 
swiftly grew in the international media and a 
command investigation was ordered by the 
Commanding General of the Special Oper-
ations Command Central in Tampa, Florida. 
Only one day following the arrival of the com-
mand investigator who had heard testimony 
from only ten Marines who were on the patrol 
the entire Marine Special Operations Task 
Force consisting of 120 personnel were or-
dered out of Afghanistan and faced a criminal 
investigation led by Naval Criminal Investiga-
tion Services into accusations of negligent 
homicide. 

The Marines returned home in disgrace, 
several were relieved of their duties prior to 
the investigation being completed and were 
subject to greater slander by the international 
media of a war crime that alleged killing 19 Af-
ghan civilians and wounding 50 Afghan civil-
ians without ever having any prima facie evi-
dence of a bullet, a body or even a photo-
graph of a murdered Afghan. 

NCIS’ investigation lasted over one year 
and utilized techniques that centered on 
strong arm tactics against two Marine wit-
nesses of Latino ethnicity to include repeated 
coercion and false threats made against their 
families and careers if they did not comply 
with their unlawful requests for taking an ‘‘or-
dered’’ polygraphs and signing NCIS’ prepared 
witness statements. 

Seven of these Marines who were falsely 
accused of war crimes were continually vilified 
in the press, families and careers were ruined 
from countless statements in the press for 
over one year after the alleged massacre took 
place. Over four months following a 3.5 week 
courtroom trial the Marine Corps Central Com-
mand released a short statement that, ‘‘the 

Marines ‘acted appropriately’ according to the 
rules of engagement and tactics, techniques 
and procedures for a complex ambush.’’ This 
statement enraged many Afghans and led to 
rioting in Afghanistan meanwhile the press 
continued to print libelous statements for eight 
more years accusing the Marines of having 
committed these crimes and not being pun-
ished. However, the Marines continued to 
serve their Corps and faithfully deployed to 
combat in Afghanistan and other locations 
overseas, with these repeated libelous state-
ments being written and believed as facts in 
the media, books and many military senior 
commands. 

The effects were devastating to the seven 
Marines health (including fighting cancer and 
diabetes), destroying marriages and the ca-
reers of these Marines who continued to faith-
fully serve. 

It is time that the record be clearly be told 
that the Marines from the first Marine Special 
Operations Task Force were proven in court to 
have been attacked by enemy forces and the 
Marines fought with courage as they killed 
enemy forces, immediately and accurately re-
ported the events to their command and were 
subsequently unethically interrogated by NCIS 
and in the media using methods that caused 
permanent destruction to their health, families 
and careers. 

These reports of war crimes were unsub-
stantiated, and these Marines deserve to be 
recognized for their courage as they encoun-
tered the enemy who inflicted the first casualty 
on a U.S. Marine from the Marine Special Op-
erations Command and these Marines all de-
serve their God given rights to pursue happi-
ness and not suffer the professional embar-
rassment of these false accusations of war 
crimes. 
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