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Youth Orchestra. The members of this illus-
trious group have been selected to represent 
Montgomery County and the state of Maryland 
at the American Celebration of Music which 
will take place in Austria from June 18–27, 
1999. 

The Montgomery County Senior Youth Or-
chestra is one of a very select group of musi-
cal organizations in the United States who will 
be celebrating the rich musical and cultural 
heritage of Austria, and observing the centen-
nial of Johann Strauss. Under the direction of 
Olivia W. Gutoff, the orchestra will perform in 
Austria’s four imperial cities: Vienna, Salzburg, 
Innsbruck and Graz. 

One of the oldest youth orchestra programs 
in the country, the Montgomery County Youth 
Orchestra program was founded in 1946. It 
enjoys an international reputation, having per-
formed in England, Wales, Switzerland, and at 
the Mid-West International Band and Orches-
tra Clinic, the Music Educators National Con-
ference, the Music Educators National Con-
ference Eastern Division Conference and the 
Maryland Music Educators Conference. The 
Montgomery County Youth Orchestra’s sum-
mer music program led to the formation of the 
Maryland Center for the Arts, which is now op-
erated by the Maryland State Department of 
Education. Over the years, the Montgomery 
County Youth Orchestra program has grown 
from one orchestra to four. These four are the 
String Ensemble, Preparatory, Junior and Sen-
ior Orchestra. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the outstanding 
young men and women of the Montgomery 
County Senior Youth Orchestra and their con-
ductor, Mrs. Olivia Gutoff. I thank them for the 
honor which has been bestowed upon Mary-
land as they represent us at the American 
Celebration of Music. I know they will rep-
resent my wonderful state, and my district, 
very well. 
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I introduce the 
Student Protection from Sexual Abuse Act of 
1999 today because the U.S. Supreme Court 
has asked for Congressional guidance on 
whether we intend Title IX to allow damages 
and/or injunctive relief when a 9th grade stu-
dent is sexually assaulted and harassed. Like 
the four Members of the Supreme Court in the 
closely divided 1998 opinion, Gebser v. Largo 
Vista School District, I believe that Congress 
intended damages and injunctive relief when a 
child is sexually assaulted by a teacher while 
in school. I agree with Justice Stevens and the 
dissenting justices, as well as the Department 
of Education, that the Court’s own prior rulings 
and the statute itself allows damages without 
meeting criteria that virtually guaranteed no 
Title IX remedy. The majority of the Court, 
however, concluded that it needed ‘‘further di-
rection from Congress.’’

This bill provides that guidance. I believe 
that no Member would want to be responsible 

for the bizarre and unacceptable result that 
sexual harassment is now covered when a 
principal harasses a teacher but not when a 
teacher assaults or harasses an underaged 
student. I do not believe that Congress intends 
for a school system to be able to virtually im-
munize itself from damages even though a 
teacher repeatedly has had intercourse with a 
ninth grader. Further, my bill not only protects 
a child and her parents, but the school system 
as well by limiting damages to compensatory 
damages. 

The Court says it’s our fault. Twenty-seven 
years ago, when Title IX was written, Con-
gress did not foresee what we see clearly 
today: cases of teacher-student sexual abuse 
are arising fast and often. The ball is in our 
court, and this is not child’s play. The Su-
preme Court in the Gebser decision has given 
the Congress a virtual summons to remedy, 
or, if you prefer, to update our own language 
to correct a glaring child abuse gap in our law. 

I ask for bipartisan support on this the Stu-
dent Protection from Sexual Abuse Act of 
1999 and for passage this year. The earlier 
we do so, the sooner school systems will take 
action to prevent sexual abuse of children 
committed to their charge, thus eliminating the 
need for court suits. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to LA.com and its founders, David 
Ezra and Martin Mizrahi. 

As more and more Americans turn to the 
web as a source of information, LA.com pro-
vides comprehensive information on entertain-
ment, business and consumer information af-
fecting the LA area. In addition, it provides 
travel and tourism information, as well as traf-
fic assistance. More importantly, it also pro-
vides free exposure for organizations to adver-
tise their philanthropic and cultural events. 

In offering a venue for various public service 
organizations, it provides these groups with an 
opportunity to share their services and infor-
mation with a large audience they might not 
otherwise reach. 

LA.com offers something for everyone look-
ing for everything from critical information in or 
around Los Angeles, to entertainment and so-
cial happenings. In establishing this site, David 
Ezra and Marty Mizrahi have provided to a 
valuable resource the people who visit and 
live in Los Angeles by which they can be in-
formed of important occurrences throughout 
the city. 

Mr. Speaker, distinguished colleagues, 
please join me in commending these gentle-
men. These innovative entrepreneurs are pav-
ing the way for other cities to follow in dis-
seminating important information among the 
community. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF JUDGE 
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Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
true public servant and long time friend, Judge 
John Evans of Lima, Ohio. Judge Evans has 
served the good people of America and of 
Ohio ever since joining the United States 
Army Infantry in November of 1953. 

Judge Evans was born in Lima on January 
11, 1928. Upon his completion of high school 
in 1945, Judge Evans went on to Miami Uni-
versity, Oxford, Ohio where he graduated with 
a bachelor of science degree in mathematics. 
In 1949, he entered Ohio Northern University 
Law School where he received his degree in 
jurisprudence. While honorably serving in the 
United States Army he was awarded the 
American Spirit Honor Medal. After completing 
his military service, he returned to Lima where 
he entered private practice on January 2, 
1955. Beginning January 1957, he served as 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney for Allen Coun-
ty, Ohio until January 1962 when he became 
Director of Law for the City of Lima. Moreover, 
Judge Evans was Solicitor of the Village of 
Spencerville, Ohio. 

In January 1963, Judge Evans became a 
partner in the law firm of Gooding, Evans & 
Huffman, where he practiced until January 
1987. Judge Evans was elected to the Third 
District Court of Appeals and took his oath of 
office in February the same year. 

In addition to his professional responsibil-
ities and family, which include his wife, Joyce, 
and three sons, Judge Evans has served as 
trustee of the Ohio Forestry Association, a 
member of the Board of the Lima Symphony 
Orchestra, trustee of Woodlawn Cemetery As-
sociation and a member of the advisory com-
mittee of the Ohio Biological Survey. He also 
served as a member of the Civil Service 
Board for the City of Lima. 

Mr. Speaker, as you can witness by this 
long list of public service and generosity to the 
people of Allen County, Judge Evans will be 
sorely missed after his retirement from the 
bench. I do know that he will continue to work 
on worthwhile community projects during his 
well deserved retirement. I commend Judge 
Evans and wish him and his wife, Joyce, all 
the best in this New Year. 
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IN MEMORY OF A. LEON 
HIGGINBOTHAM, JR. 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 19, 1999

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. 

Higginbotham, a noted civil rights defender 
who went on to become one of the country’s 
most prominent African-American judges, re-
cently died in Boston after suffering several 
strokes. He was 70. 
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